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Joins,  i8d  die  Februarii,  1836. 

Ordered  That  a Select  Committee  be  appointed 
Affairs  of ’the  Record  Commission,  and  the  present  state 
Kingdom. 


And  a Committee  was  appointed  of, 

Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Mr.  Charles  Williams  Wynn. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 

Mr.  Wyse. 

Mr.  Jervis. 


to  inquire  into  the  Management  and 
of  the  Records  of  the  United 


Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Goulburn. 

Sir  William  Molesworth. 
Sir  George  Clerk. 

Dr.  Bowring. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Luna,  n°  die  Julii,  1836. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  report  their  Opinion  and  Observations 
from  time  to  lime  to  The  House. 


Luna,  15°  die  Augusti,  1836. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  Power  to  report  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  them,  to  The  House. 


THE  REPORT  - - P-  1U* 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE - P-  1 

APPENDIX 725 

INDEX - - P-  [1 


PLAN  of  Arrangement  of  Records  in  Augmentation  Office. 
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THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  “ to  inquire  into  the  Management 
“ and  Affairs  of  the  Record  Commission,  and  the  present  State  of  the. 

« Records  of  the  United  Kingdom,”  and  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Rowley  Lascelles,  Esquire,  was  referred;  and  who  were  empowered  to 
report  their  Opinion  and  Observations,  together  with  the  Minutes  of 

Evidence  taken  before  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  The  House ; Have 

considered  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following 
REPORT : 

OUR  Committee,  in  the  execution  of  the  inquiry  entrusted  to  them  by  The 
JL  House,  has  conducted  an  investigation  lasting  through  a period  of  five 
months,  and  has  summoned  and  taken  the  Evidence  of  79  persons,  including 
several  Commissioners,  and  the  principal  persons  engaged  under  the  Commis- 
sion together  with  the  Secretary,  who  has  been  examined  before  Your  Committee 
during  the  whole  or  part  of  16  different  days  : that  54  of  these  79  persons  have 
been  called  at  the  express  request  of  the  Commissioners ; and,  in  order  to 
know  the  actual  condition  of  the  Public  Records,  several  of  Your  Com- 
mittee have  personally  inspected  great  masses  of  the  Public  Records  in  most 
of  the  Repositories  in  the  Metropolis;  namely,  in  the  Tower,  Rolls  Chapel, 
Chapter  House,  and  in  several  offices  of  the  Exchequer,  and  various  temporary 
Repositories. 

Your  Committee  views  the  Public  Records  as  affording  the  most  pure  and 
ample  sources  of  history,  and  the  best  evidences  of  the  progress  of  civilization, 
of  the  growth  of  our  institutions,  and  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
country. 

Your  Committee  is  fully  sensible  of  the  great  and  indispensable  value  of  the 
Public  Records  in  tbe  administration  of  justice,  and  of  their  importance  in 
the  determination  of  all  rights  of  property  in  Tolls,  Dues  and  Mines,  of  local 
Customs,  Extents,  Boundaries  and  Rights  of  Soil,  and  of  the  several  manerial 
Rights.  And  although  recent  changes  in  the  Constitution,  as  the  Reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  Law,  as  the  Acts  relating  to  Tithes,  and  those 
which  have  limited  the  period  of  prescription  in  real  actions,  have  lessened  the 
practical  application  of  certain  portions  of  the  Public  Records  in  these  respects, 
yet  their  value  in  a legal  view  is  extensive,  and  in  an  historical  view  remains 
wholly  undiminished.  And  Your  Committee  fully  appreciates  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  their  security  and  preservation,  and  the  importance  of 
increasing  the  knowledge  of  them,  and  of  extending  access  to  them,  as  general 
and  free  as  is  compatible  with  their  safety. 

It  appears  that  the  Government  of  the  country,  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  II,  manifested  a solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  Public  Records,  and 
through  successive  periods  has  prosecuted  inquiries  and  instituted  various 
measures  respecting  them.  Committees  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  have 
also  from  time  to  time  reported  on  their  condition.  Numerous  Reports  were 
made  between  1719  and  the  close  of  the  18th  century.  The  last  and  most 
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extensive  Parliamentary  investigation  was  made  in  1800,  by  a Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  presented  a very  elaborate  and  complete 
Report,  to  which  frequent  references  have  been  made  before  Your  Committee 
Out  of  the  Report  of  this  Committee  proceeded  an  Address  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  His  Majesty,  who  issued  a Commission  thereupon,  setting  forth 
that  the  “ Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgesses,  and  Commissioners  of  Shires  and 
“ Boroughs,  in  our  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  assembled,  having  taken  into 
“ their  consideration  the  state  of  the  Public  Records  of'  this  Kingdom,  and 
“ the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  better  arrangement,  preservation,  and  more 
“ convenient  use  of  the  same,  have  humbly  laid  before  Us  a Report  of  their 
“ Proceedings  thereon ; and  have  also  humbly  represented  unto  Us,  that  the 
“ Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom  are  in  many  offices  unarranged,  undescribed 
“ and  unascertained;  that  many  of  them  are  exposed  to  erasure,  alteration 
“ and  embezzlement,  and  are  lodged  in  buildings  incommodious  and  insecure ; 
<c  and  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  public  service  that  the  Records  and 
“ Papers  contained  in  many  of  the  principal  Offices  and  Repositories  should  be 
" methodized,  and  that  certain  of  the  more  ancient  and  valuable  amongst 
“ them  should  be  printed.” 

The  number  of  Commissioners  then  appointed  was  12;  this  was  increased 
at  every  successive  renewal  of  the  Commission : in  1806,  to  15  ; in  1817,  to  16 ; 
in  1821  and  1825,  to  24. 

The  objects  of  these  various  Commissions,  and  indeed  the  words  in  which 
they  were  set  forth,  were  preserved  alike  in  each. 

In  1831,  the  present  Commission,  by  which  the  number  was  increased  to  25, 
was  issued,  appointing  the  following  Persons,  with  more  enlarged  powers,  to 
perform  the  same  duties,  with  certain  additions  : 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Brougham  and  Yaux,  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Melbourne,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department. 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Althorp,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Leach,  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Dundas,  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  Spencer,  k.g. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  k.t. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville. 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Williams  Wynn,  m.p. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Mackintosh. 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Hobhouse,  Keeper  of  His  Majesty’s  State  Papers. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Dover. 

Sir  James  Parke,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench. 

Sir  J ohn  Bernard  Bosanquet,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  Bart.  m.p. 

Louis  Hayes  Petit,  Esq. 

Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  Esq. 

Henry  Hallam,  Esq. 

John  Allen,  Esq. 

Edward  Protheroe,  Jun.,  Esq. 

Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  Esq. 

William  Brougham,  Esq. 

The 
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The  first  Commission  did  not  create  any  quorum  Commissioners,  hut  each 
successive  Commission  since  1806,  has  nominated  certain  ex-officio  and  quorum 
Commissioners.  Excepting  this  variation,  the  constitution  of  the  Commission 
has  remained  the  same  from  its  institution. 

The  executory  clauses  of  all  the  Commissions  have  preserved  the  same 

character.  _ _ - 

Your  Committee  finds  that  all  the  several  Commissions  have  specified  the 
same  definite  objects,  and  constantly  set  them  forth  in  the  same  order,  as 
if  to  indicate  their  - relative  importance.  The  object  first  specified  is,  44  to 
provide  for  the  better  arrangement  and  preservation  of  the  Records  of  the 
« Kingdom.”  This  is  more  fully  expressed  in  the  executory  clause  of  every 
Commission,  which  enjoins  the  Commissioners  44  to  methodize,  regulate 
“ and  digest  the  Records,  Rolls,  Instruments,  Books  and  Papers,  in  any  of 
« our  public  Offices  and  Repositories,  and  to  cause  such  of  the  said 
« Records,  Rolls,  Instruments,  Books  and  Papers,  as  are  decayed  and  in 
“ danger  of  being  destroyed,  to  be  bound  and  secured.”  The  next  object  is, 
with  a view  to  providing  for  44  their  more  convenient  use,  to  make  Calendars  and 
« Indexes  of  any  of  the  said  Records,  Rolls,  Instruments,  Books  and  Papers. 
And  the  third  object  is,  to  44  superintend  the  printing  of  such  Calendars  and 
“ Indexes,  and  Original  Records  and  Papers,  (limited  by  the  Address  of  the 
« House  of  Commons,  and  the  words  of  the  Commission,  to  the  4 more  ancient 
44  and  valuable  amongst  them,’)  as  the  Commissioners  might  cause  to  be 
44  printed.”  Besides  these  objects,  which  are  common  to  all  the  Commissions, 
the  present  Commission,  after  reciting  that  it  had  been  44  thought  expedient 
44  that  diligent  and  full  inquiry  should  be  made,  whether  any  beneficial  altera- 
44  tions  or  reforms  can  be  introduced  into  the  Offices  and  Repositories  of 
44  Public  Records,  and  the  general  course  of  business  therein,”  empowers  the 
Commissioners  44  to  make  full  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  duties  of  the  several 
44  Officers,  Clerks  and  other  Ministers,  having  the  care,  custody  or  manage- 
44  ment  of  the  Public  Records,  in  all  their  several  departments,  and  into  the 
44  Salaries,  Fees,  and  other  Emoluments  and  Perquisites  received  by  such 
44  Officers,  Clerks,  Ministers  and  other  Persons,  and  also  into  the  Rules, 
44  Usages  and  Regulations  of  the  several  Record  Offices,  and  other  Reposito- 
44  ries  of  Public  Records ; and  the  general  course  of  business  therein,  and  all 
44  matters  connected  therewith ; and  also  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what 
44  Reforms,  Alterations,  Amendments  and  Improvements  may  be  beneficially 
44  introduced  therein,  and  how  such  Reforms,  Alterations,  Amendments  and 
44  Improvements  may  be  best  carried  into  effect. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee,  that  the  order  in  which  these  objects  are 
recited  in  the  Commission,  was  not  dictated  by  mere  chance,  but  by  sound 
discretion,  and  an  accurate  estimation  of  the  relative  value  of  each ; that  the 
good  arrangement  and  preservation  of  the  Public  Records  are  constituted  the 
primary  and  indispensable  duties  of  the  Commission ; and  that  although  the 
printing  the  more  44  ancient  and  valuable”  is  advisable,  and  should  proceed, 
when  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  pari  passu  with  other  more  necessary  mea- 
sures, that  the  object  of  paramount  importance  and  earliest  attention  should 
be  the  rendering  whatever  of  the  contents  of  the  Record  Offices  are  to  be 
preserved,  thoroughly  known  and  perfectly  accessible  to  the  Public. 

Your  Committee  has  the  satisfaction  of  adding,  that  the  present  Commission 
appears  to  have  publicly  sanctioned  this  view  of  the  order  of  its  duties,  on 
several  occasions.  In  a letter  written  by  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  a Commis- 
sioner, and  published  by  the  Commission,  there  is  the  following  passage  . 
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“ That  the  Commissioners  are  bound  by  the  terms  of  their  creation,  to  pro. 
“ vide  for  the  due  arrangement  and  convenient  use  of  the  Records  of  the 
“ several  Offices,  and  for  the  formation  of  full  and  accurate  Indexes,  before 
“ they  proceed  to  print  costly  volumes  of  matter,  however  interesting  in  an 
“ historical  view,  cannot  be  doubted.” 

Your  Committee  perceives  that  similar  opinions  expressed  by  Mr.  Protheroe 
another  Commissioner,  have  been  promulgated  by  the  Commission  in  a printed 
pamphlet.  And  further,  in  a work  compiled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commis- 
sion, and  also  printed  and  published  by  the  Commission,  Your  Committee  finds 
it  stated  (Preface,  p.  xi),  “ It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  arrangement  of 
“ Records,  the  compilation  of  Calendars,  the  investigation  of  the  Duties  and 
“ Emoluments  of  Officers,  and  the  reform  of  some  notorious  but  deeply  rooted 
“ Abuses,  constitute  the  great  and  primary  object  of  the  Commission ; and 
“ that  the  printing  of  certain  of  the  more  ancient  and  valuable  amongst  the 
“ Records,  is  enjoined  only  as  a secondary  work.” 

This  view  will  be  found  to  be  very  satisfactorily  illustrated  in  the  valuable 
Evidence  of  Mr.  Tytler  and  Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  It  should  seem,  indeed,  that 
little  weight  of  authority  or  argument  is  requisite  to  prove  that  the  first  thing 
to  be  done,  in  order  to  render  the  information  contained  in  the  great  mass  of 
our  Records  available  to  the  public,  is  to  let  the  public  know  what  Records 
exist,  and  where  they  are  to  be  found.  To  propose  to  attain  the  same  end  by 
printing,  appears  to  be  visionary.  The  whole  mass  of  our  Records  could  not 
be  printed  under  an  expense  of  several  millions  ; and  even  if  this  were  done, 
the  effect  would  only  be,  according  to  the  forcible  image  used  by  Mr.  Tytler  in 
his  Evidence,  the  substitution  of  an  unfathomable  ocean  of  print  in  place  of  an 
unfathomable  ocean  of  manuscript.  That  great  service  has  already  been  done 
by  the  publication  of  some  of  the  Records  of  acknowledged  value  and  general 
usefulness,  and  that  there  remain  several  of  a like  kind,  which  it  would  be 
equally  proper  to  publish,  cannot  be  doubted;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  such  publication  might  not  with  great  propriety  be  earned  on 
simultaneously  with  the  operations  applied  to  the  remaining  mass  of  Records. 
But  the  information  contained  in  the  most  valuable  Records  forms  a small 
proportion  of  that,  which  legal  or  historical  inquirers  might  extract  from  the 
whole  mass.  Through  the  vast  bulk  of  the  least  interesting  Records  there 
lie  scattered  at  great  and  unassignable  intervals,  notices  of  past  events,  of  the 
social  state  and  manners  of  former  times,  and  of  the  ancient  exercise  or  proof 
of  still-existing  rights,  of  inestimable  value  as  throwing  light  on  some  particular 
point  of  history,  or  some  litigated  claim.  The  number  of  these,  however,  is  so 
small,  or  the  value  of  each  so  uncertain  until  the  occasion  for  turning  it  to 
account  actually  arrives,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a satisfactory 
selection  without  a thorough  preliminary  investigation,  and  wasteful  and 
inconvenient  to  print  the  whole  extent  of  Records,  in  the  different  parts 
of  which  such  information  is  or  may  be  contained.  The  knowledge  of  a 
single  fact  out  of  those  recorded  in  a vast  roll,  may  be  of  essential  service 
to  one  individual ; but  it  would  be  wasteful  and  useless  to  print  the 
whole  for  the  behoof,  on  a single  occasion,  of  a single  inquirer.  It  is 
sufficient,  and  in  justice  to  that  inquirer  necessary,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
know  in  what  Record  the  information  he  desires  is  to  be  attained,  and  that 
easy  access  should  be  given  him  to  it.  This  is  the  utmost  use  that  is  ever 
made  of  the  far  greater  proportion  of  our  Records.  That  this  use  should, 
when  the  occasion  arises,  be  made,  is  most  important  both  to  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  the  complete  elucidation  of  history.  The  rendering  the 
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t mass  of  our  Records  general’y  available  to  those  who  may  require  to 
them,  is  not  therefore  to  be  accomplished  by  printing,  but  by  secur- 
^“tbe  preservation  of  all  in  any  way  worth  preserving;  by  malting  the 
contents  of  our  Record  Offices  generally  known,  by  means  of  full  and  complete 
calendars  and  catalogues  ; and  by  securing  an  easy  access  to  them  on  the  part 
of  every  inquirer,  by  removing  those  obstacles,  which  have  long  existed,  in  the 
inconvenient  dispersion  of  the  Record  Offices,  in  the  confused  arrangement  of 
their  contents,  and  above  all  in  the  fees  which  a mistaken  policy  has  allowed  to 
be  taken  by  the  keepers.  Without  impugning  the  propriety  of  printing  some 
of  the  more  valuable  Records  for  the  constant  use  of  that  portion  of  the  public 
which  may  desire  continually  to  refer  to  them.  Your  Committee  cannot  doubt 
the  propriety  of  keeping  this  object  subordinate  to  that  of  rendering  the  whole 
mass  available  to  all. 

It  is  now  the  business  of  Your  Committee  to  report  on  the  extent,  in  which 
the  Evidence  shows  these  several  objects  to  have  been  accomplished.  The 
Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800  represented,  “ that  in  many  of  the 
tc  most  important  offices,  the  Records  are  wholly  unarranged,  undescribed  and 
« unascertained ; and  some  of  them  are  exposed  to  erasure,  alteration  and 
« embezzlement;  and  others  are  lodged  in  places  where  they  are  daily 
<c;  perishing  by  damp,  or  incurring  a continual  risk  of  destruction  by  fire.”  The 
measures  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  1800,  were  distributed  under  the 
general  heads  of  Buildings,  Calendars  and  Indexes,  Transfers,  Establishments 
of  Office,  Selection  of  Original  Records ; and  Your  Committee  thinks  it 
advisable,  in  reporting  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  to  preserve  the  same 
divisions. 

3. — BUILDINGS. 

Under  this  head  it  is  convenient  to  consider,  not  only  the  buildings  in 
which  the  Records  are  deposited,  but  also  the  mode  in  which  provision  has 
been  made  for  their  arrangement  and  preservation. 

It  does  not  appear  to  Your  Committee  that  the  Commission  has  ever  at  any 
time  possessed  the  actual  control  and  regulation  of  the  buildings,  in  which  the 
public  Records  are  kept.  Occasional  representations  of  the  insufficiency  of 
certain  buildings,  and  of  the  perils  of  damp  and  fire,  to  which  the  Records 
contained  in  them  are  exposed,  have  been  made  by  the  Commissioners ; yet 
no  thorough  reform  of  these  evils  has  resulted  from  such  representations. 
Evidence  has  been  given  before  Your  Committee  of  the  removal  of  large 
masses  of  the  public  Records,  during  the  existence  of  the  Record  Commission, 
at  a great  expense,  to  very  improper  situations  and  unsuitable  buildings ; that 
the  Records  have  been  so  removed  without  any  superintendence  or  direction 
on  the  part  of  the  Commission,  and  that  great  confusion  and  loss  have 
resulted  therefrom. 

Your  Committee  has  found  the  buildings,  in  which  the  public  Records  are 
deposited,  to  be  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  metropolis,  whereby  great 
inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  necessarily  accrues  to  those  who  search  them. 
The  attention  of  the  present  Commissioners  was  drawn  to  this  subject  soon 
after  their  appointment,  as  early  as  May  1831:  “ At  a Board  of  the  Com- 
“ missioners  on  the  Public  Records,  held  20th  May  1831,  the  Secretary  laid 
“ before  the  Board  the  observations  of  Mr.  Illingworth  on  the  Public  Recor  s, 
drawn  up  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioners,  (at  the  particular  request  o 
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Mr.  Illingworth’s 
Ev.  855. 


Mr.  Petrie’s  Rep. 
Appendix  to  Report 
of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  Public 
Records,  p.  70. 


Smaller  Record 
Offices. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev. 
1790. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1798. 
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Lord  Brougham,  says  Mr.  Illingworth,)  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed; 
and  at  page  10  it  is  stated,  “One  great  and  serious  inconvenience  is  continually 
“ felt  by  the  profession,  and  declaimed  against,  namely,  that  the  Records  of 
“ the  Courts  in  general,  but  particularly  of  the  Chancery,  are  dispersed  in  such 
“ various  repositories,  and  situated  so  remote  from  each  other,  namely,  the 
“ Tower,  Rolls’  Chapel,  Petty  Bag  Office,  Crown  Office,  Examiner's  Office,  Six 
“ Clerks’,  Enrolment  and  Register’s  Offices,  at  which  different  parts  of  the 
“ proceedings  in  the  same  cause  are  dispersed.  If  the  whole  of  the  Records 
“ of  the  Court  were  concentrated  in  one  entire  (fire-proof)  building,  nearer  the 
“ Rolls  or  the  Inns  of  Court,  much  time,  inconvenience  and  expense  would 
“ be  saved  to  the  suitors  and  to  the  public.”  Throughout  the  evidence, 
particularly  that  of  persons  engaged  in  legal  inquiries,  the  evil  of  this  dispersion 
of  the  Record  Offices  will  be  found  to  be  matter  of  general  complaint. 

The  buildings,  as  stated  in  1800,  have  continued  to  incur  “ continual  risk 
“ of  destruction  by  fire and,  to  preserve  the  language  of  the  representations 
made  at  the  same  period,  “ they  are  in  a state  so  incommodious  and  insecure, 

“ as  to  require  immediate  attention.” 

Your  Committee  has  seen  the  Public  Records  deposited  at  the  Tower  over 
a gunpowder  magazine,  and  contiguous  to  a steam-engine  in  daily  operation ; 
at  the  Rolls,  in  a chapel  where  divine  service  is  performed ; in  vaults  two 
stories  under  ground  at  Somerset  House;  in  dark  and  humid  cellars  at 
Westminster  Hall ; in  the  stables  of  the  late  Carlton  Ride ; in  the  Chapter 
House  of  Westminster  Abbey;  in  offices  surrounded  by  and  subject  to  all  the 
accidents  of  private  dwellings,  as  the  Augmentation  Office  and  First  Fruits 
Office. 

The  superintendence  of  all  the  Public  Records,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
without  distinction,  is  entrusted  to  the  Commissioners  ; but  it  appears  by  the 
Evidence  of  the  Secretary,  “ that  it  has  been  considered  that  the  object  of  the  i 
“ Commission  is  confined  principally  to  those  offices  where  there  are  col- 
“ lections  of  records  of  ancient  date,  valuable  for  historical,  antiquarian, 

“ genealogical  and  topographical,  rather  than  for  legal  purposes.” 

“ I am  of  opinion,”  says  the  Secretary,  “ that  Repositories  such  as  the  Tower 
“ and  Chapter  House  were  meant  to  be  the  scene  of  operations  of  the  Board 
“ and  not  the  King’s  Bench  or  Common  Pleas  Record  Offices.” 

And  further,  that  the  Judges  “ might  consider  the  interference  of  the  Record 
“ Board  as  meddling  and  impertinent,  with  reference  to  Records  daily  resorted 
to.  Acting  on  this  principle,  the  Commission  appears  to  have  exercised 
no  interference  in  the  numerous  smaller  offices  for  modern  Records,  specified 
in  the  answer  of  the  Secretary,  beyond  requesting  Returns  from  the  Keepers, 
who  did  or  did  not  furnish  them,  at  their  option. 

In  the  Tower,  which  the  Secretary  acknowledges  to  be  a proper  object 
of  the  attention  of  the  Commission,  he  informed  Your  Committee  that  “ Mr. 

Stevenson  is  now  employed  in  sorting  and  arranging  the  Miscellaneous 
“ Records.” 

“ The  Board  has  three  persons  sorting  and  arranging.” 

On  a subsequent  examination,  the  Secretary  stated  that  three  persons  “ are 
engaged  in  sorting,  arranging,  calendaring  and  transcribing  the  Miscel- 
,e  leous  unarranged  Records.” 

“ Mr. 
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“ Mr.  Stevenson  is  arranging  the  Miscellaneous  Records  at  the  Tower.” 

« Previously  to  Mr.  Stevenson  being  engaged  at  the  Tower,  Sir  Francis 
a palgrave,  by  an  Order  of  the  Board,  dated  on  the  2d  March  1833,  was 
“ directed  and  empowered  to  examine,  sort  and  arrange  the  Miscellaneous? 
“ unsorted  and  uncalendared  Records  and  Documents  in  the  Record  Office  in 
« the  Tower,  and  to  make  Calendars  thereof.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Petrie,  the  Keeper  of  the  Tower  Records,  says  that 
his  Records  are  already  “ very  well  arranged.” 

The  Commission  did  not  inform  Mr.  Petrie  of  its  operations.  He  says  he 
cannot  tell  what  have  been  the  operations  of  the  Commission  upon  the  Tower 
Records,  there  being  no  communication  made  as  to  what  the  gentlemen  have 
been  employed  upon.  He  cannot  state  what  Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  employed 
upon. 

Mr.  Hardy  says,  “ the  arrangement  of  all  the  Miscellaneous  Records  at  the 
V,  Tower  is  very  good,  both  in  classes  and  chronologically.” 

Mr.  Stevenson  is  asked,  “ Have  you  been  employed  in  arranging  and 
“ sorting  the  Miscellaneous  Records  ? — No,  I had  not  the  power  of  doing  so.” 

« Why  ? — I did  not  receive  instructions  to  that  effect.” 

The  Secretary  states  “ that  none  of  the  workmen  employed  in  reparation  of 
‘e  Records  are  at  present  at  the  Tower.”  And  the  consequence  is  seen  in  the 
Evidence  of  Mr.  Roberts,  who  has  experienced  impediments  in  an  important 
work,  the  Calendarium  Heeredum,  on  which  he  is  employed  by  the  present 
Commission,  arising  from  the  neglected  and  bad  state  of  the  Inquisitiones  Post 
Mortem,  which  are  stated  to  need  repair. 


At  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Your  Committee  finds  the  great  bulk  of  the  Records  to 
have  been  kept,  from  a period  commencing  at  least  as  far  back  as  1732,  in 
good  methodical  order  ; but  the  Repository  itself  wholly  unfit  for  the  purposes 
of  a Record  Office,  and  the  local  arrangement  of  the  Records  inconvenient. 

The  Committee  of  1732  reports,  “ The  Records  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Rolls 
“ are  securely  placed  in  wainscot  presses,  and  methodically  digested.  Those 
“ in  the  roof,  though  for  the  most  part  well  digested,  are  exposed  too  much 
to  the  heat  of  the  sun  in  the  summer  season,  and  to  dampness  in  the  winter.’’ 
— (Reports  . of  the  House  of  Commons,  vol.  I.  p.  446.) — Frequent  represen- 
tations have  been  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  unfitness  of  this  Reposi- 
tory, by  the  Memorial  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  1831,  and  by  the  Report  of 
Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  in  1832.  Lord  Langdale  thus  describes  their 
present  state : “ They  did  not  appear  to  me  in  a situation  in  which  Records 
“ ought  to  be  kept ; they  seemed,  at  least  some  of  them,  to  be  exposed  to  con- 
“ siderable  variations  of  temperature,  which  I understand  to  be  injurious  to 
“ Records ; and  there  are  many  of  them  in  a situation  of  very  inconvenient 
“ access,  a situation  in  which  public  Records  ought  not  to  be ; placed  in 
“ closets  or  places,  some  of  them  at  a great  height,  and  others  entirely  dark. 
“ There  are  a quantity  of  Records  in  closets  so  dark  that  you  cannot  see  them 
“ as  you  walk  in  ; there  are  others  in  closets  so  high,  and  with  so  narrow  a 
“ footing  for  a ladder,  that  mounting  to  the  top  cannot  be  convenient,  if  quite 
“ safe,  which  I should  scarcely  think  it  to  be.  Those  who  are  perfectly 
“ familiar  with  the  dark  closets  may  go  in  and  perhaps  pitch  upon  the  Record 
“ wanted ; not  always  without  error,  I apprehend : but  that  is  the  way  in 
“ which  they  are  preserved.  I think  it  extremely  inconvenient.” 
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Lord  Lyndhurst  says.:  c<  I think  the  Rolls  Chapel  is  a very  bad  place  of 
“ deposit.  On  a dark  day  you  cannot  see  the  Records  without  a candle  ; you 
<e  walk  and  climb  through  very  narrow  passages,  and  it  often  takes  a consi- 
“ derable  time  to  find  a Record ; nothing  can  be  more  incommodious  than  that 
“ place  of  deposit.” 

« On  the  ground  floor,”  says  the  Report  of  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam, 

“ are  the  Patent  Rolls,  in  a spot  so  dark  that  no  one  can  see  to  read  any  one 
“ there  ; and  a candle  is  properly  not  allowed.  They  can  be  removed,  there- 
“ fore,  only  by  guess  matured  into  habit.” — (Agenda,  p.  283.) 

With  respect  to  this  office,  the  Secretary  says,  “ there  are  no  unarranged 
“ Records  ; any  Records  asked  for  can  be  found.” 

«.  There  is  no  arrangement  proceeding  at  the  present  moment.” 

« Are  there  any  Miscellaneous  Records  there  not  arranged  ?— As  in  other 
“ large  offices,  there  may  be  few  of  no  moment.” 

“ Then  there  is  nothing  now  doing  in  the  way  of  arrangement,  because  there 
is,  in  fact,  nothing  to  do  ?— The  repairs  only  are  now  prosecuting.” 

« There  are  at  present  two  workmen ; formerly  there  was  only  ®ne.  There 
u is  no  room  for  more  than  two.” 

Your  Committee  cannot  coincide  with  this  opinion  of  the  unimportance  of 
these  unarranged  Records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel ; nor  can  it  think  that  sufficient 
progress  is  making  in  the  repairing  and  cleaning  of  those  which  require  these 
operations.  The  repairing  and  cleaning  of  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem 
alone  (and  this  class  of  Records  is  for  all  legal  and  antiquarian  purposes,  the 
most  constantly  used)  will  not,  at  the  present  rate,  he  completed  for  eight 
years. 

At  a Board  held  23  June  1832,  the  Secretary  made  a “ Statement  as  to  the 
“ necessity  of  sorting,  cleaning  and  repairing  the  Privy  Seals,  Signed  Bills,  &c., 
« (in  the  roof),  and  Miscellaneous  Records  (in  the  lockers),  at  the  Rolls 
“ Chapel.” — (Agenda,  p.  3.) 

« The  Patent  of  the  3d  of  February  1498,  granted  by  Henry  VII.  to  Sebastian 
“ Cabot,  which  is  alleged  to  establish  ‘ conclusively  and  for  ever,  that  the 
« American  Continent  was  first  discovered  by  an  expedition  commissioned  to 
« get  up  the  banner  of  England,’  was  lately  found  amongst  the  confused  heap 
“ of  Privy  Seal  Bills  and  Signed  Bills,  in  the  roof  of  the  Rolls  Chapel.”— (Ibid.) 

The  arrangement  of  the  Privy  Seals  was  commenced  by  the  present  Board  ; 
the  Secretary  could  not  state  whether  it  had  been  completed.  He  quotes  from 
a Report  of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Keepel’  of  these  Records,  the  following  description 
of  the  state  of  this  valuable  class  of  Records,  and  of  the  progress  the  Commis- 
sion has  made  in  arranging  them : 

« The  Privy  Seal  and  Signed  Bills  are  kept  in  large  bundles ; but  as  many  of 
“ the  bundles  contain  several  years  mixed,  with  little  regard  to  date,  and  some 
u few  instruments  were  known  not  to  be  enrolled,  an  assortment  of  them  was 
« commenced,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
ee  what  were  not  on  the  roll,  and  rendering  the  rest  more  accessible  when 
* necessary  to  refer  to  them,  and  the  1st  and  2d  of  Henry  VII.  had  partly  been 
“ done.” 

Mr.  Grimaldi  says,  “ The  Records  are  very  well  arranged  as  to  the  Rolls,  but 
« very  ill  arranged  as  to  the  great  mass  of  the  miscellaneous  documents.”  He 
gives  the  following  description  of  the  state  of  these  miscellaneous  Records : 
« I wanted  to  search  for  one,  and  the  clerk  said  it  was  such  dirty  work  it  was 

“ not 
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not  fit  for  any  one  but  a coalheaver  ; they  would  not  let  me  do  it ; but  they 
“ said  they  would  put  on  some  dirty  clothes  after  oflice  hours,  and  that  it  might 
“ take  them  two  or  three  days,  and  they  would  doubtless  have  to  make  heavy 
« charges  for  it.” 

And  Mr.  Hardy  being  thereupon  asked  his  opinion,  affirms  that  this  state  of  Mo  Hardy's  Ev., 
the  Records  has  remained  to  the  present  time  unchanged.  “ A search  lately 
« occupied  me  a long  time,  and  I found  the  bundles  in  question  in  a .most 
“ filthy  and  disgraceful  state,  fully  justifying  the  description  of  the  last 
“ witness.” 

A practice  exists  in  this  office  of  pasting  Records  into  volumes,  and  of  M.yBa!mer's  Ev., 
detaching  them  by  damping  when  required  for  use.  Several  Members  of  Your  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev-., 
Committee  witnessed  an  example  of  this  practice,  which  appeared  to  be  highly 
detrimental  to  the  Records,  inasmuch  as  it  leads  to  their  being  torn  and  4737- 
defaced. 


The  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1800,  especially  alluded  to  the 
buildings  of  the  Exchequer  as  requiring  immediate  attention ; and  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  in  1819  (page  329)  states,  “ They  also  think  it  incum- 
<i  }jent  on  them  to  call  the  public  attention  once  more  to  the  inconvenient 
<£  and  perilous  state  of  the  several  buildings  belonging  to  the  Exchequer  of 
« Receipt,  so  repeatedly  but  ineffectually  brought  under  the  notice  of  Parlia- 
« ment  by  Reports  from  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  from 
<c  Commissioners  appointed  under  various  Acts  of  Parliament.” 

The  Records  of  the  late  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  and  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer  etchIJotei?' ^ 
of  the  Exchequer,  are  deposited  in  vaults  two  stories  under  ground  at  Somerset  Records. 

House,  which  are  “ ill  lighted  and  worse  ventilated ; in  fact,  inaccessible  except 
with  candles.” — (Report  of  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam,  1832,  Agenda, 
page  282.) 

A witness,  a clerk  of  the  office,  was  asked,  “ Is  it  not  so  completely  dark  ^‘_'.Pantcn  s Ev’’ 
“ that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  person  to  find  his  way  out  of  the  vaults 
“ if  at  any  considerable  distance  from  the  door? — Yes  ; for  the  frames  on 
“ which  the  Records  are  placed  are  in  the  centre ; you  are  obliged  to  go  round, 

“ and  it  would  be  rather  a circuitous  route  to  get  out ; there  would  be  some 
“ difficulty.” 

The  repository  is  one  of  the  very  worst  the  Secretary  has  ever  seen,  and  ^r-  Cooper  s 
“ the  Board  was  convinced  of  the  utter  unfitness  of  the  vaults  for  the  purposes 
“ to  which  they  were  applied  j but  the  Records  still  remain  in  the  same  re-  Mo  Cooper's  Ev., 
<£  pository.” 


Mr.  Illingworth  complains  of  alternate  dampness  and  dryness,  and  found  the 
Pipe  Rolls  exceedingly  damp. — (Agenda,  p.  19.) 

“ The  vaults  are  very  damp  and  unwholesome,  and  I should  think  dangerous 
<c  to  health.” 


Mr.  Illingworth’s 
Ev.,  946,  947. 

Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev., 
3644- 


Members  of  Your  Committee  observed  various  mineral  formations  in  these 
vaults ; stalagmites  and  stalactites,  noticed  by  the  Commissioners  in  1832. — 

(Agenda,  p.  182.) 

In  the  Report  of  the  same  Commissioners  it  is  stated C£  Immediately  on  entering 
<£  we  perceived  about  12  sacks  full  of  Records  lying  on  the  floor.” 

Mr.  Panton  was  employed  about  12  months,  either  in  arranging  or  repairing.  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
565.  1,  2 Wtien  »W.'58.i7«.,73. 
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When  his  labours  were  suspended,  the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Secre- 
tary was,  that  the  work  of  arranging  and  sorting  was  completed  as  far  as  was 
requisite.  The  Secretary  was  asked  “ Why  was  the  arrangement  of  the  Records 
“ at  the  Pipe  Office  suspended  ? — I believe  because  the  work  is  completed  as 
“ far  as  can  he,  with  regard  to  all  valuable  Records.” 

Mr.  Hardy  says  “ The  difficulty  of  finding  Records  there  is  very  great ; in 
“ searching  I have  frequently  experienced  great  delays.” 

Mr.  Panton,  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  Office,  says,  “ If  no  date  is  given  of  a 
“ Record  (other  than  the  Pipe  Rolls),  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  it.” 
Again  he  specifies  the  Crown  Leases  as  “wholly  unarranged,”  and  says 
“ that  it  would  he  advantageous  to  the  public  to  arrange  them  as  searches  are 
“ made  for  them.” 

Certain  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Lord  Treasurer's  Remembrancer’s 
Office  needed  arrangement  in  1800,  and  are  stated  to  require  it  at  the  present 
time. 

In  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Vin- 
cent and  Mr.  Foxton  represents  the  greater  part  as  in  good  arrangement. 
Mr.  Illingworth,  however,  stated  that  there  were  in  this  Office  “bags  of 
“ very  important  Records  unsorted and  he  mentioned  a remarkable  instance 
of  difficulty  in  finding  a document  of  most  essential  importance  in  a great  suit 
at  law  respecting  the  Port  of  Bristol. 


The  Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  have  been  subjected  to  a 
continual  series  of  accidents  since  the  institution  of  the  Commission.  The 
Commission  commenced  in  1801,  and  continued  the  work  of  arrangement  in 
the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  for  about  a year,  when  it  was  suspended ; 
and  Mr.  Vanderzee  was  employed  to  edit  the  Nonse  Rolls.  Whatever  work  of 
arrangement  was  performed  during  this  year  was  completely  thrown  into  con- 
fusion by  the  removal  of  the  Records  in  1822.  At  page  7 2 of  the  proceedings 
“ of  the  Record  Commissioners,  ‘ It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Caley 
“ should  not  have  suggested  to  the  Board  the  necessity  of  making  such 
“ arrangements,  in  concert  with  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
“ brancer’s  Office,  as  would  have  ensured  the  safe  transport  of  the  Records 
“ across  the  Hall.  It  has  been  long  rumoured  that  upon  this  occasion  large 
“ quantities  of  parchments  were  purloined  by  the  labourers  employed,  and  sold 
“ to  the  glue  manufacturers.’  I can  myself  certify  that  statement  to  be 
“ true,  for  I made  some  inquiry  of  the  builder  employed  to  take  down  the 
“ old  buildings  adjoining  Westminster  Hall,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  him- 
“ self,  at  one  period,  possessed  a very  considerable  collection  of  seals,  charters 
“ and  other  documents  found  in  the  old  building.” 

“ Subsequently  in  1831,1  believe  great  care  was  taken  by  Mr.  Vincent,  that 
“ the  Records  should  not  he  damaged  by  the  removal  to  Charing  Cross.  Mr. 
‘e  Vincent  himself  states  (Proceedings  of  the  Board,  p.  72),  4 that  some  Papers 
“ and  Records  have  been  injured  and  lost  by  the  removal  in  1822,  as  that 
“ removal  took  place  under  circumstances  very  unfavourable  to  security  and 
“ accuracy,  the  Records  having  been  removed  without  the  presence  or  super- 
“ intendence  of  any  Officer  of  the  Court,  hut  were  sent  to  the  shed  or  building 
“ erected  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  carried,  some  in  sacks  and  others  in 
“ the  hands  and  on  the  shoulders  of  labourers,  without  order  or  method,  and 
“ free  from  any  check  whatever.’  Amongst  other  accidents  it  happened,  that 
“ the  very  Records  arranged  and  published  by  the  Commissioners  in  1801, 

“ namely. 
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f namely,  the  Nonse  Rolls,  and  the  Inquisitiones  Nonarum,  were  actually  dis- 
t persed  upon  this  removal : thus  the  Records  which  had  once  been  arranged 
£ an(i  printed  at  the  public  expense,  were  thrown  again  into  confusion.” 

« the  Record  Commission  superintend  in  any  manner  the  removal  of  those  Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
Records  which  they  had  been  thus  at  the  expense  and  trouble  of  arranging;  4444‘ 

I mean  the  removal  from  the  old  Record  Offices  to  the  shed  in  Westminster 

jjall  ? Certainly  not ; there  was  not  the  slightest  interference  on  the  part 

of  anybody  in  authority ; the  only  persons  who  removed  them  were  the 
£ soldiers  and  labourers,  who  performed  the  actual  labour.”  “ During  the  Mr>  Colevg  Ev_ 

£ period  that  those  Records  were  in  the  shed,  and  in  the  building  pre-  4453- 
c viously  to  being  removed  to  the  shed,  in  what  state  were  they  with  regard  to 
c their  preservation  ? — I should  conceive  extremely  bad.  I cannot  do  better 

< than  adopt  Mr.  Vincent’s  statement,  that  upon  his  appointment  to  his  office 

< in  1833,  ‘ I found  that  the  Books  and  Records  of  the  Exchequer,  instead  of 

< being  collected  in  one  solid,  substantial,  dry  and  well-watched  building, 

< commodious  for  reference,  hourly  accessible  (within  certain  limits  of  time)  to 
c the  public,  subject  to  the  control  and  guardianship  of  one  responsible  official 

< individual,  who  might  make  himself  master  of  their  character  and  tenden- 
‘ cies  and  take  measures  both  for  their  safety  and  utility,  were  scattered  in 
f various  places  and  various  custodies,  at  various  distances,  and  with  various 

< pretensions : some  were  kept  by  the  first  Secondary,  some  by  the  second, 

‘ some  by  the  King’s  Remembrancer  himself  at  his  chambers ; some  were 

< supposed  to  be  in  the  keeping  of  individuals ; some  to  be  missing  altogether ; 
e some  were  at  Westminster ; some  in  the  Temple  ; most  in  places  exceedingly 
« ill-adapted  for  their  preservation  and  security,  and  inaccessible  for  the  most 
:£  part  to  the  public,  without  great  trouble,  difficulty  and  expense.  I found 
:£  that  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  them  had,  in  1822,  been  moved  from  build- 
!C  ings  which  were  to  be  removed  to  facilitate  the  Court  of  Law,  without  order, 

!£  without  specific  authority,  without  superintendence  or  care,  without  any 
££  official  cognizance  that  I have  been  able  to  trace,  or  any  provision  for  the 
££  service  being  vigilantly  or  even  honestly  performed,  into  a flimsy  erection  of 
t£  deal  boards  in  Westminster  Hall,  destitute  of  space  or  power  of  arrangement, 

££  and  at  the  time  of  my  first  visit  to  it,  dark,  damp,  and  almost  pestilential.’  ” 


££  Mr.  Protheroe,  a Commissioner,  says,  in  Agenda,  page  367,  c In  two  cells  St°n_k  Tower. 
££  on  the  ground  floor  in  the  western  tower  of  Westminster  Hall  are  a mass  of  445e. 

<£  Records,  the  nature  of  which  is  but  partially  known ; they  are  only  to  be 
££  seen  by  a small  portion  of  light  let  in  by  a lancet  window,  and  that  is 
££  unglazed,  and  admits  a larger  portion  of  dirt.  These  Records  are  literally 
££  covered  with  filth.’  Those  Records,  although  they  have  been  superficially, 

££  I think  I may  say,  examined  since  the  period  of  Mr.  Protheroe’s  report,  are 
“ still  exposed  to  the  same  accidents.” 

££  Are  they  still  in  the  same  building  ? — Yes.”  Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 

<£  Now  the  dirt  is  not  merely  excessively  inconvenient  to  the  person  who  Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
C£  has  to  take  up  the  Records,  but  its  existence  is  prejudicial  to  the  state  of  the  4458- 
“ Records  ? — In  the  highest  degree.” 

££  In  fact,  it  destroys  them  ? — Yes,  no  doubt  of  it.  Those  Records,  more-  Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
“ over,  are  in  such  a bad  locality,  that  they  are  not  ever  resorted  to,  I 4459‘ 

1‘  believe.” 

Members  of  Your  Committee,  who  inspected  these  Records,  found  the 
dry-rot  among  them. 

565.  b 3 a What 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Mr.  Cole’s  Ev. 
4460. 


Carlton  Riding 
School. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev.. 
1231. 

Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
4472. 


Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
4472. 


Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
459°- 
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“ What  are  those  Records  ? — Mr.  Vincent  says, e the  nature  of  which  none 
can  tell.’  ” 


The  Records,  being  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Vincent,  were  removed  from  the 
shed  in  Westminster  Hall  in  1831  with  great  care  to  the  Mews  at  Charing-Cross, 
where  they  remained  until  1835,  and  were  again  removed  to  the  Carlton 
Riding-school.  The  Secretary  says,  “ The  migrations  of  these  Records  have 
<{  cost  what  would  have  sufficed  to  erect  an  excellent  General  Record  Office.” 
Whilst  in  the  Mews,  “ a great  portion  of  the  Records,  the  Decrees  and 
“ Orders  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  the  Memoranda  Rolls,  were  perfectly 
“ accessible ; hut  the  Miscellaneous  Records,  which  comprehended  5,000 
“ bushels,  were  not  arranged  in  any  way.” 

“ They  were,  a few  sacks  excepted,  in  two  enormous  sheds ; they  filled 
“ above  600  sacks,  each  sack  holding  eight  bushels,  when  I caused  the  con- 
“ tents  of  the  sheds  to  he  placed  in  sacks.” 

“ In  these  sheds,  4,136  cubic  feet  of  national  Records  were  deposited  in 
“ the  most  neglected  condition.  Besides  the  accumulated  dust  of  centuries, 
“ all,  when  these  operations  commenced,  were  found  to  he  very  damp  ; some 
“ were  in  a state  of  inseparable  adhesion  to  the  stone  walls ; there  were 
“ numerous  fragments  which  had  only  just  escaped  entire  consumption  by 
“ vermin,  and  many  were  in  the  last  stage  of  putrefaction.  Decay  and  damp 
“ had  rendered  a large  quantity  so  fragile  as  hardly  to  admit  of  being  touched ; 
“ others,  particularly  those  in  the  form  of  rolls,  were  so  coagulated  together  that 
“ they  could  not  he  uncoiled.  Six  or  seven  perfect  skeletons  of  rats  were 
“ found  imbedded,  and  bones  of  these  vermin  were  generally  distributed 
“ throughout  the  mass  ; and  besides  furnishing  a charnel-house  for  the  dead, 
“ during  the  first  removal  of  these  national  Records,  a dog  was  employed  in 
ei  hunting  the  live  rats  which  were  thus  disturbed  from  their  nests.” 

The  state  of  these  Records  whilst  in  the  Mews  was  also  reported  in  the 
survey  of  the  Commissioners  in  1832  (Agenda,  p.  281)  ; they  added,  “ The 
“ terms  of  our  appointment  do  not  require  us  to  suggest  to  the  Board  any 
“ measures  as  to  the  expediency  of  examining  and  sorting  and  preserving  the 
“ miscellaneous  collections  in  this  Office;  but  having  by  their  desire  had  occasion, 
“ however  cursorily,  to  inspect  them,  we  should  scarcely  do  justice  to  the  objects 
“ of  the  Board,  if  we  did  not  add,  that  in  this  department  many  legal  documents 
“ (we  notice,  special  commissions  for  examination  of  lands,  of  ports,  forests, 
“ rivers,  titles,  bounds  and  limits,)  are  in  bad  condition  ; many,  the  existence 
“ of  which  is  presumed  to  be  in  the  repository,  cannot  be  produced  when 
“ required,  and  are  only  recovered  by  accident.  For  instance,  a special  com- 
“ mission  in  reference  to  West  Harptree  (Somerset),  which  was  for  five  years 
“ sought  in  vain,  was  last  year  discovered  by  accident  in  the  removal  of  the 
“ mass.  A special  commission  for  Portsmouth  Harbour  has  to  this  day  been 
“ sought  in  vain,  though  it  is  known  to  exist,  or  rather  to  have  existed  in  the 
<c  Office;  since,  of  all  such  as  have  at  any  time  existed  there,  a regular 
“ catalogue  is  kept  up.” 

“ The  present  Commission  began  an  arrangement  of  the  Miscellaneous 
“ Records  in  the  summer  of  1832,  but  nothing  satisfactory  was  done.” — 
(Agenda,  p.  250.)  It  was  again  resumed  in  the  spring  of  1833,  “ under  the 
“ direction  of  the  Secretary.”  “ During  the  winter  months  the  Records  were 
“ removed  to  Boswell-court,  where  they  remained  in  the  custody  of  Robert 
“ Thompson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  side  clerks  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office.” 

(Agenda, 
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( Agenda  p.  448-)  The  keeper,  Mr.  Vincent,  states,  that  he  was  “ uninformed  Mr.  Vincent’s  Ev., 
« of  this  removal “ that  it  took  place  without  his  sanction and  “ that  the  17'28’ 1?29' 

« Secretary,  in  stating  Mr.  Thompson  to  have  had  his  (Mr.  Vincent’s)  Mr.  Vincent’s  Ev., 
« sanction,  was  under  a complete  mistake.”  About  this  period  the  Miscel-  17271 
laneous  Records,  now  deposited  in  sacks  in  Carlton  Riding-School,  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  temporary  custody  of  the  Commission,  at  the  recommendation  of  ^ Vincent-S  Ev 
Mr.  Vincent,  and  the  whole  management  of  the  arrangement  was  confided  1730. 
to  Mr.  Cole.  The  work  has  been  lately  transferred  to  the  care  of  Charles  Mr  cooper’s  Ev., 
Gay,  who  also  conducts  the  arrangement  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Re-  1190,  etseq. 
eords  and  whom  the  Secretary  represented  as  perfectly  competent  to  super- 
intend the  business  of  arrangement ; but  whom  all  the  Witnesses  who  Ev.  of  Messrs, 
spoke  to  the  point  described  as  merely  a good,  industrious,  honest  and  m4w”nhfH»d“'. 
skilful  workman,  but  wholly  unqualified  by  education  to  superintend  a sys- 
tematic arrangement. 


Incessant,  representations  appear  to  have  been  made  during  the  past  cen-  Chapter  House. 
tury,  of  the  state  of  insecurity  in  which  the  Chapter  House  has  been  placed  by 
certain  contiguous  out-buildings.  In  the  Commissioners’  publication,  “The 
“ Proposal  for  a General  Record  Repository,”  in  1831,  p.  31,  “ It  is  remark- 
« ai3ie  that  the  Chapter  House,  the  repository  of  many  precious  Records,  was 
a.  aiSo  at  that  time,  1732,  in  an  insecure  state,  and  that  there  has  been  similar 
« neglect  in  applying  a remedy.  The  vaults  underneath  are  said  to  be  filled 
« with  spirituous  liquors,  and  brewhouses  or  washhouses  adjoining  have  lately 
•«  been  erected.”  (See  Reports  from  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

« see  also  p.  509  of  the  same  Report.)  The  brewhouses  and  washhouses 
« engaged  the  notice  of  the  Record  Board  in  1819.  By  their  second  General 
“ Report  the  Commissioners  stated,  that  “ upon  inquiry  they  find  that  the 
« repairs  and  alterations  which  are  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Chapter 
“ House,  Westminster,  have  been  for  some  time  under  the  consideration  of  the 
« Surveyor-general  of  His  Majesty’s  Works,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  their 
« execution  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  The  dangerous  buildings 
“ in  question  still  exist,  but  some  recent  attempts  have  been  made  to 
« effect  their  removal,  which  may  perhaps  be  attended  with  more  success ; 

« this  is,  however,  at  present  problematical.  And  at  a Board  of  the  10th 
« June  1831,  Mr.  Wynn  read  the  following  Report  (Papers,  General  Record 
« Office,  p.  7.) :”  “ Repeated  representations  have  been  made  by  the 
ee  Record  Commission  of  the  hazard  of  fire  to  which  the  Chapter  House  is 
“ exposed  by  a Shed  erected  against  it,  and  used  as  a washhouse  to  one  of  the 
“ Prebendal  Houses.  Upon  the  present  inspection  we  were  still  more  forcibly 
“ impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  danger,  not  only  from  this  building,  but 
“ from  others  adjoining  to  it,  in  any  of  which  if  a fire  should  commence,  it 
“ would,  from  the  confined  situation  of  the  premises,  be  scarcely  possible  to 
“ prevent  it  from  spreading  to  the  Chapter  House.” 

“A  great  many  of  the  Records  are  unarranged.”  “ Some  are  in  a bad  state.  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  the  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House,  produced  a mass  of 
Records  to  the  Members  of  Your  Committee  who  visited  this  Repository,  in  a 
state  of  actual  fusion.  In  their  present  state,  he  says  “ The  great  majority  can  Sir  V Palgrave’s 
“ neither  be  preserved,  nor  arranged,  nor  even  consulted.” 

The  arrangement  is  carrying  on  “ partly  by  the  labour  of  the  ancient  Clerks  Mr.  Cooper  s Ev., 
“ of  the  establishment,  who  are  paid  both  by  the  Treasury  and  the  Board,  and 
* partly  by  Clerks  employed  by  the  Board ; the  Clerks  of  the  establishment  are 
565.’  b 4 “ paid 
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Sir  F.  Palgrave’s 
Ev.,  4341. 


Sir  F.  Palgrave’s 
Ev.,  4344. 


« paid  by  the  Commission  only  for  services  performed  during  extra  hours ; 
“ this  system  is  found  to  work  well.” 

The  expenses  of  repairs  and  arrangement  are  borne  not  by  the  Commission 
but  by  the  Treasury. 

“ The  Commission  has  not  allowed  anything  for  the  work  of  arrangement, 
« as  such,  but  they  have  made  an  arrangement  by  which  a Clerk  is  allowed  an 
“ extra  sum  for  extra  hours.” 

The  Treasury  or  Stationery  Office  agreed  to  allow  200  l per  annum  for  the 
Repairs. 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave  states  in  his  Report  to  the  Treasury,  9th  March  1836, 
“As  far  as  I can  make  an  estimate  from  the  expense  hitherto  incurred,  I should 
“ think  that  it  will  require  at  least  7,000 1 more  to  bind,  clean  and  repair,  the 
« remaining  documents  belonging  to  the  five  classes  already  begun.  Of  the 
« iarge  sums  which  have  been  voted  to  the  Record  Commission  for  binding, 
« not  above  400 l,  if  so  much,  has  been  appropriated  to  this  Office,  from  the 
« beginning  of  the  Commission  to  the  present  time.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  after- 
wards adds,  “ that  a further  sum  of  7,000  l.  will  be  required  for  completing  the 
“ repairs  and  binding  of  the  other  Records  in  this  Office,”  which  he  thinks 
ought  to  be  proceeded  with. 


Augmentation 

Office. 


Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  1372,  et  seq. 
Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
4690,4691. 
Appx.  (B.),  Sum- 
diary. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
422. 


Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  1350,  1351. 


Mr.  Protheroe  reported  to  the  Board  in  1833,  (Agenda  p.  365),  that  the 
rooms  of  the  Augmentation  Office  <£  are  surrounded  with  fires ; (on  one  side 
“ are  the  kitchen  fires  of  Bellamy) ; and  although  sufficiently  airy  and  spa- 
“ cious,  they  must  be  reported  as  unadapted  for  Records,  and  insecure.  To 
“ the  doors  there  are  only  common  locks,  and  no  one  dwells  on  the  premises 
« who  has  the  care,  or  any  interest  in  the  preservation,  of  the  Records ; thus 
“ in  case  of  fire,  it  appears  to  me  that  these  would  be  the  very  last  things 
“ which  any  one  would  think  of  securing.” 

The  danger  in  which  the  Office  was  placed  by  the  burning  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  appears  fully  substantiated  in  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Protheroe  and  of 
Mr.  Cole. 

This  Office  seems  to  have  been  under  the  peculiar  charge  of  the  Commission 
for  several  years ; a greater  portion  of  its  funds  having  been  employed  in 
arrangement  there  than  in  any  other  Office. 

The  Commission  entrusted  the  arrangement  of  the  Records  to  its  late  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Caley,  who  was  also  Keeper  of  the  Office. 

Mr.  Protheroe  thus  describes  the  condition  in  which  he  found  the  Office  in 
1833  : “ These  rooms  had  long  been  in  a filthy  state ; it  is  possible  that  when 
“ the  operation  of  cleansing  the  Records  commenced,  the  rooms  may  have 
“ been  so  encumbered  as  to  render  order  and  neatness  scarcely  attainable ; but 
“ it  has  long  been  unnecessary  to  leave  the  Records  on  the  floor,  or  to  permit 
“ the  workmen  to  tread  them  under  foot  when  engaged  in  picking  out  those, 
“ which  might  merit  repair ; and  it  was  slovenly  to  leave  heaps  of  dirt  in  the 
“ chimnies,  to  be  blown  over  the  bound  books  and  cleansed  Records  every  time 
“ the  doors  were  opened.”  He  says  “ it  was  as  dirty  as  a chimney-sweeper’s 
“ room,  and  that  the  operations  wel-e  conducted  in  a very  drowsy  and  filthy 
“ manner.” 


Mr.  Hewlett’s  Ev.,  Mr.  Hewlett  says,  “ It  was  very  far  from  a clean  and  creditable  state ; dirty 
778’  “ and  dark,  and  anything  but  what  it  should  be  for  a place  of  resort  for  the 

“ purposes  of  searching.  The  Records  were  not  arranged  chronologically,  but 
“ were  in  disorder,  yet  with  the  help  of  Gay  you  generally  got  the  document 

“ you 
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« you  wanted.  The  arrangement  was  not  good  either  chronologically  or  Mr.  Hewlett’s  Ev., 

« topographically 79‘2'  794'  | _ 

Mr.  Illingworth  calls  the  office  “ very  dirty  ; there  was  no  regular  arrange-  Mr.  Illingworth’s 
<£  ment  and  half  an  hour  was  occupied  when  five  minutes  would  have  done  as  ibid-  g80. 

« well,  and  searches  were  thereby  impeded. 

Mr.  Hardy  says,  “ The  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  were  in  nearly  ^g5Hardy's  Ev** 

« as  bad  a state  as  they  could  be.” 

Numerous  and  ample  examples  of  the  system  of  arrangement  pursued  by  Mr.^Cok’sEv., 

Mr.  Caley  have  been  produced  to  Your  Committee. 

Members  of  Your  Committee  also  inspected  the  Conventual  Leases,  from 
which  Mr.  Caley  had  cut  the  seals.  On  Mr.  Caley’s  death  the  Commission  took 
possession  of  the  office,  and  it  appears  that  the  possession  of  it  was  a subject 
of  constant  dispute  between  the  Board  and  the  Kings  Remembrancer. 

Mr.  Cole  acted  as  keeper  of  this  office.  Upon  that  gentleman’s  dismissal  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev, 
by  Mr.  Cooper,  in  consequence  of  some  personal  difference  between  them,  Mr.  J 
Cole  having  possession  of  the  keys  of  the  office,  carried  them  to  the  Treasury. 

The  Secretary  “ did  not  apply  to  the  Treasury  or  to  any  person  on  behalf  of  the  Ibld-  519’  52°- 
« Commission  for  them ; and  the  Treasury  put  Mr.  Vincent  in  possession  of  the  ^3Vincent  s Ev,» 

« Office  as  the  legal  CUStOS.”  ^ Hewlett’s  Ev 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hewlett,  Mr.  Protheroe,  and  Mr.  Hardy,  8oe™  8o2s  v’; 

that  during  Mr.  Cole’s  keepership  of  the  office  great  improvements  and  changes.  Mr.  Protheroe’s 

° Ev.,  1362,  3,  4,  5. 

were  effected  in  all  its  branches.  Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev., 

Your  Committee  has  reason  to  think  that  the  business  of  arrangement,  so  3636. 
requisite  in  this  Office,  has  either  been  wholly  suspended  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Cole,  or,  if  proceeding,  is  not  proceeding  in  a satisfactory 


The  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  are  deposited  in  a building 
of  which  part  is  used  as  a private  dwelling-house,  and  consequently  exposed  to 
accidents  by  fire.  Some  operations  of  repairing  and  binding  have  been  con- 
ducted here,  but  they  have  been  discontinued,  “ as  it  has  not  been  con- 
“ sidered  expedient  to  do  more  than  has  been  done.” 

The  Keeper  of  the  Records,  Mr.  Danvers,  states,  that  further  arrangement 
is  going  on ; not,  however,  under  the  management  of  the  Commission,  but 
under  that  of  the  Duchy. 

The  Secretary  says,  “ The  Committee  may  form  some  notion  of  the  state  of 
“ confusion  in  which  the  Records  of  the  Pell  Office  were  before  the  recent 
“ removal,  when  I state  that  alongside  an  Issue  Roll  of  John,  I found  Lord 
“ Denman’s  Patent  of  Peerage.” 

The  arrangement  of  the  Pell  Office  has  been  proceeding  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  F.  Devon,  who  is  Clerk  at  the  Chapter  House  from  nine  till 
one,  and  at  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office  from  one  till  four ; and  he  has  also 
been  engaged  during  the  progress  of  the  arrangement  in  editing  two  volumes 
of  the  Pell  Records,  and  employed  by  the  Commission,  during  extra  hours,  in 
making  “ Transcripts  of  Calendars  in  the  evening.” 

Mr.  Devon  is  employed  by  Sir  John  Newport,  and  paid  by  the  Treasury  for 
his  labours  on  these  Records ; he  conducts  the  arrangement  during  such  time  as 
he  is  released  from  the  above-named  duties.  It  is  calculated  it  will  occupy 
altogether  four  years. 

The  Commission  has  one  workman  for  repairing  the  Records  here. 

565.  c “ With 


Duciiy  of  Lan- 
caster. 

Mr,  Cooper’s  Ev., 
398,  399, 400.  ‘ 


Ibid.  39  X. 

Ibid.  409. 

Mr.  Danvers’  Ev., 
7206,  et  seq. 


Pell  Office. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1255. 


Parliamentary 
Return  of  January 
1836. 

Mr.  Eden’s  Ev., 
7290. 


Mr.  Cooper's  Ev.* 
1243. 
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King’s  Bench. 
Mr.  Eden’s  Ev., 
7288. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev. 
253- 


Mr.  Cole’! 
7907- 


Ev., 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1 773-4- 

Ibid.  1775. 

Ibid.  1782. 

Lord  Lyndburst’s 
Ev.,  8205. 


" reference,  says  the  Secretary,  “ to  the  Records  of  the  King’s  Bench 

“ Office,  nothing  has  been  done,  except  a transfer  of  Records  from  the  present 
“Rolls  Court  at  Westminster  to  the  Rolls  House,  Chancery-lane;  and  the 
“ demand  of  a Return  to  the  circular  questions  of  the  Board.  I am  not  aware 
“ that  anything  more  was  possible  or  requisite.” 

This  removal  appears  to  have  taken  place  under  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
mission— (Ft*  Printed  Correspondence,  in  pp.  13,  14,  15, 16,  Papers,  General 
Record  Office.) 

Lord  Kenjon  informed  the  Secretary  (p.  18,  ibid.)  “ that  the  Records  have 
* been  most  carefully  preserved  for  a long  series  of  years,  in  a room  admirably 
“ adaPteh  for  that  purpose,  and  very  conveniently  situated  for  the  suitors  of  the 
“ Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  the  public  at  large.” 

And  in  another  letter  to  Lord  Brougham  (p.  17),  Lord  Kenyon  says,  “ I feel 
f(  persuaded  that  your  Lordship  will  take  care  to  preserve  for  the  benefit  of  the 
“ smtors  of  tbe  Kins’s  Bench  especially,  and  of  the  public  at  large,  that  accom- 
“ modation  and  convenience  which  they  have  possessed  for  very  many  years, 
from  the  Records  being  safely  and  conveniently  kept  at  Westminster.” 

It  therefore  appears  to  Your  Committee  that  these  Records  have  been  re- 
moved with  the  knowledge  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Commission  to  an 
unsuitable  repository. 

. The  Rolis  House,  to  which  they  have  been  transferred,  is,  in  fact,  almost 
incapable  of  supporting  the  weight  of  the  Records. 

„ 1116  KeP°rt  of  tbe  Commissioners  in  1833  (Agenda,  p.  283),  states,  “ In  two 
rooms  are  heaps  of  unsorted  papers,  which  still  remain  in  the  same  dis- 
order. 

« ,T^  SecretaY  says,  the  King’s  Bench  Records  are  “ in  a good  state,”  and 
„ belleTes  ‘hem  to  be  well  arranged.”  “ Does  not  recollect  to  have  seen  the 
„ ™sorted  Papers;  " and  that  “ there  are  no  Records  whatever  in  any  of  the 
Offices  attached  to  the  King’s  Bench  that,  in  my  judgment,  require  the  inter- 
ference  of  the  Board.” 

„ Lord  Lymlhurst  says,  the  Records  of  the  King’s  Bench  “ were  in  a state  of 
considerable  confusion.” 


First  Fruits. 


Mr.  Guntliorpe’s 
Ev.,  7253»etseq. 


Ibid.  7259. 


Duchy  of  Corn- 
wall. 

Mr-  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1S30. 

Ibid.  1845. 

Mr.  Abbot’s  Ev., 
2967. 


The  Second  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  in  1819  (p.  329),  represents  the 

« m.!fCUre  ,Sf*e  °f  the  0ffice  of  tbe  First  Fruits>  which  should  be  remedied 
without  delay,  on  account  of  the  valuable  Ecclesiastical  Records  ” which  it 
contains. 

The  Records  remain  in  the  same  repository,  which  was  visited  by  Members 
uLorteV ^mmi“ee-  SWOrn  Clerk  of  Office  speaks  of  a quantity  of 

Z k M 5 ” t0  his0ffice;  but  which  were  carried  there 

from  the  King  s Mews  by  mistake,  and  which  still  lie  there. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Records  belonging  to  the  Office  is  said  to  be  good, 

^ n ”°  aSSiStan°e  “ arransinS  tbem’  Indeed  ‘b« 
Commission  has  received  no  Return  from  this  Office. 

« Corlwairf  d T °t  ^ C°mmission  has  b“n  needed  in  the  Duchy  of 

The  r0Ms ?r  tZ  n0t  f°Und  k ne°eSSary  *°  make  “F  interference.” 
Ihe  Records  are  kept  m a private  house  given  to  Mr.  Abbot. 


On 
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On  the  Law  side  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Records  are  kept  at  No.  9,  Old  Square,  Exchequer  Law 
Lincoln’s  Inn  (Agenda,  p.  284).  “ Nothing  can  be  wanting  at  the  Exchequer  of  ^ECoo  e v Ev 
<c  Pleas ; I doubt  very  much  whether  any  measures  are  wanting  in  this  and  257  P ' ° V’’ 
“ many  other  similar  Offices,  to  render  the  Records  more  useful.  It  is  pro- 
“ bable  that  the  oldest  Officers  cannot  recollect  a search  in  any  Records  of  this 
“ Office  of  ancient  date.  Mr.  Baron  Parke  is  one  of  the  Record  Commis-  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 

“ sioners,  and  he  has  never  suggested  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  ought  to  l822‘ 

“ he  directed  to  any  such  Office  as  the  Exchequer  Pleas.” 

Mr.  Hewlett  “ occasionally  consults  the  Records  of  this  Office,”  and  says,  Mr.  Hewlett’s  Ev., 
the  “ bundles  of  the  Verdict  Rolls  of  this  Court  are  in  great  confusion  indeed,  jbid  6ar 
“ The  Verdict  Rolls  of  Elizabeth  intermixed  with  those  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  Ibid.  626. 

“ The  reigns  are  mixed  indiscriminately.” 


COMMON  rLEAS. 

The  Common  Pleas  Records  are  deposited  in  Carlton  Ride,  “ Very  far  from  Mr.  Hewlett’s  Ev. 
being  a convenient  and  accessible  building.  These  Records  have  been  in  ^4-  ^ 
temporary  buildings  for  10  years.  They  are  limited  for  room,  and  the  classi-  ibid.  587’. 
fication  is  not  so  perfect  and  entire  as  it  would  be  if  they  were  supposed  to 
be  permanently  placed.”  “ The  Docket  Rolls  are  dry,  but  in  an  exceedingly  Ibid  5q8 
dusty  and  dirty  state,  filthy,  and  I may  say  unfit  to  touch.”  “ Part  of  them  Mr  Gunthorpe’s 
were  carried  by  mistake  to  the  First  Fruits  Office,  and  still  remain  there  Ev->  7256. 
unsorted.” 


Land  Revenue. 

“ The  Records  of  the  Land  Revenue  were  in  a tolerable  state  of  arrange-  Mr.  Hewlett’s  Ev., 
ment,  and  were  to  be  referred  to,  although  not  very  minutely  classified.  823' 

They  were  in  the  long  gallery  in  Westminster  Hall  before  that  building  was 
pulled  down,  and  then  they  were  removed  to  the  shed  in  Westminster  Hall, 
where  they  were  kept  for  some  time,  mixed  with  other  Records,  and  the 
arrangement  entirely  gone.”  “How  are  they  now?— They  are  just  in  the  ibid.  824. 
same  state,  mixed  up  with  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Records,  and  totally 
inaccessible ; although  there  is  a general  Calendar  to  them,  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  getting  at  them.”  “ In  fact,  you  know  this,  that  at  the  period  when  Mr.  Hewlett’s  Ev., 
the  Commission  for  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  those  Records  was  825' 
first  established,  those  Records  were  in  a very  good  condition,  and  were 
arranged ; and  that  now  they  are  in  an  exceedingly  bad  condition,  and 
exceedingly  ill  arranged  ? — Those  Records  are  perfectly  inaccessible  ; but 
there  are  other  Records  of  this  Office  in  very  good  condition,  kept  by  the 
Officer  in  his  own  place  of  business.” 


Welch  Auditors. 

The  Welch  Auditor’s  Office  is  incorporated  with  the  last-mentioned  Office,  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
the  Land  Revenue.  The  present  Keeper,  Mr.  Fearnside,  corroborates  the  2&6' 
statement  of  the  past  good  order,  and  of  the  present  necessity  for  arrangement. 

“ In  fact,”  says  he,  “the  greater  part  of  the  labour  of  the  Commission  in  1800,  Mr.  Fearnside’s 
“ has  been  entirely  nullified  by  the  conduct  since,  by  the  removal  of  them,  and  Ev'J  7I39' 
placing  them  in  different  positions  since  that  period  when  they  were  arranged 
“ and  got  into  some  order ; since  then,  in  taking  them  into  the  Ark,  the  Mews 
“ and  the  Ride,  they  have  been  disarranged.” 


II.— CALENDARS  AND  INDEXES. 


The  object  specified  in  His  Majesty’s  Commissions,  next  to  that  of  arrange- 
ment, and  only  second  thereto  in  importance,  is  the  compilation  and 
publication  of  Calendars  and  Indexes.  The  Select  Committee  of  1800 
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Tower. 


Mr.  Cooper’ 
1£>77- 

Ibid.  1081. 

Ibid.  1755. 

Mr.  Hardy’s 
3 5H- 
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recommended  that  “ the  Public  Indexes  and  Calendars  should  be  completed 
k forthwith,  either  by  the  ordinary  diligence  of  the  persons  usually  employed 
tbe  purpose  in  each  Office,  or,  if  necessary,  by  extra  assistance,  provided 
J at  public  expense  ; namely,  by  an  express  Commission  for’  methodizing  the 
contents  of  the  particular  Offices,  as  was  practised  during  the  present  reign 
“ (Geo.  III.)  for  methodizing  the  State  Paper  Office  and  Augmentation  Office. 
“ And  also  that  those  Calendars  and  Indexes,  which  are  the  private  property 
of  the  Officer,  should  be  purchased  for  the  public  use,  and  appropriated  to 
“ tbe  Office.  And  that  the  most  essential  of  all  measures  recommended  by 
“ them  for  the  purpose  of  laying  open  to  the  public  a full  knowledge  of  the 
“ contents  of  our  various  and  extensive  Record  Repositories,  would  beunques- 
“ tionably  to  print  some  of  the  principal  Calendars  and  Indexes.”— (Reports 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Records,  p.  12.) 

Other  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  previous  century  had 
recommended  similar  measures.  The  Select  Committee  of  1800  specified 
numerous  Calendars  and  Indexes  which  it  was  advisable  to  print.  The  late 
Commissions  followed  the  recommendation,  by  printing  the  Cottonian,  Har- 
leian  and  Lansdowne  Catalogues,  the  Indexes  to  Doomsday,  and  the  imperfect 
Calendars  to  the  Patent  and  Charter  Rolls,  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  and 
the  Chancery  Proceedings.  What  the  late  and  present  Commission  have 
effected,  and  what  remains  to  be  effected  in  this  important  object,  will  be  seen 
in  detail  in  the  Evidence  submitted  to  Your  Committee. 

The  deficiency  of  Calendars  and  Indexes  is  a necessary  consequence  of  a 
defective  arrangement  of  the  Records  themselves  ; but  it  appears  that  even 
where  the  Records  are  well  arranged.  Calendars  are  wanting,  or  are  very 
insufficient.  This  is  the  case  at  the  Tower. 

At  p.  8 of  the  Agenda,  a notice  appears  in  1832,  of  the  “ appointment  of  a 
“ to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Calendars  and  Indexes  to  the 

“ Re.cords  ™ tins  Repository,  and  into  the  best  means  of  correcting  and 
“ fillin£  UP  tbose  which  are  defective  and  erroneous ; and  of  making  Calendars 
“ or  Indexes  to  such  Records  as  are  at  present  uncalendared  or  unindexed.” 
Lest,  however,  (states  the  Agenda,)  the  account  of  what,  in  spite  of  the 
“ exertions  of  30  years,  still  remains  undone  in  this  department,  should  alarm 
“ the  Board  bL  a sudden  representation  of  the  toil  that  awaits  them,  it  is 
" proposed  for  the  present  to  limit  the  inquiry  to  the  Calendars  and  Indexes 
t of  an  0ffice> tlle  Records  of  which  are  generally  considered  to  be  better 
‘ arranged  and  more  accessible  than  those  of  any  other  repository  in  the 
“ metropolis.” 

It  appears  from  the  Evidence  that  these  considerations  effectually  checked 
s Ev„  tbe  °Perf10ns  of  the  Commission  at  the  Tower ; and  “ a rough  estimate  of  the 
expense  convinced  the  Secretary  that  it  “ was  useless  for  the  Board  to  ' 

„ a“emp‘,t0  f0™  Calcndars  and  Ind«es  to  the  Records,  even  in  the  principal 
offices;  ‘ and  the  Commissioners  finding  that  far  more  than  double  or 
„ treble  f6  number  of  clerks  employed  at  the  Tower  establishment  being 
required  to  complete  the  calendaring  of  the  Records  of  the  Tower  in  any 
reasonable  and  competent  time,  left  the  formation  of  the  Calendar  of  the 
long  series  of  the  Rolls  to  the  ordinary  diligence  of  the  gentlemen  belonging 
Ev„  ‘to  the  Tower  establishment,”  and  somewhat  inconsistently  recommended 
that  the  establishment  should  be  diminished  by  the  abolition  of  the  chief 
clerkship.” — ( Vide  Summary.) 

The 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION  xxi 

The  Secretary  stated  to  Your  Committee  that  100,000  l.  would  be  required  Mr.  Cooper's  £v, 
to  complete  the  Calendars  at  the  Tower ; and  afterwards,  having  thought  it  1755' 

“ expedient  that  the  Committee  should  be  put  in  possession  of  some  more  Ibid*  10"‘3- 
“ accurate  estimate,  he  desired  Mr.  Stevenson  to  calculate  what  would  be  the 

cost  of  perfecting  the  calendars  of  all  the  Records  preserved  in  the  Tower;”  Ibid’ ' 

“ and  it  appeared  that  the  formation  of  Calendars  would  cost  the  sum  of 
“ 366,000 1." 

Mr.  Stevenson,  in  explaining  how  far  he  was  responsible  for  this  caleula-  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
tion,  says,  “ he  told  Mr.  Cooper  that  the'result  carried  with  it  proof  of  its  ft''s’  38°4,  38“5’ 

. absurdity,  and  that  it  was  obviously  of  no  use,  and  that  the  data  on  which  ^ 

“ it  was  made  was  incorrect.” 

Mr.  Hardy  produced  a very  elaborate  estimate  of  the  expense  of  forming  Mr.  Hardy's  Ev., 
Calendars  at  the  Tower,  which  amounts  to  25,367 1-  3619. 

Mr.  Stevenson  adds,  “ I beg  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  my  calcula-  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
“ tion  is  one  which  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  competition  with  Ev'’  38°4‘ 

“ Mr.  Hardy  s ; and  I am  under  the  necessity  of  avowing  that  I am  now 
“ perfectly  aware  he  is  right,  and  that  I am  wrong.” 

“ No  Calendars  have  been  made  of  the  Records  at  the  Tower  by  the  present  Mr-  Cooper’s  Ev, 
“ Commissioners,  except  to  the  Miscellaneous  unsorted  Records ;”  and  it  1072-3, 
appears  that  the  Secretary  was  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  work 
carried  on  in  this  Office  under  the  nominal  superintendence  of  the  Board. 


“ The  Calendars  and  Indexes  belonging  to  the  public  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  Mr.^ooper^Ev, 
“ are  very  defective.”  330, 33 1 . 

“ There  are  good  private  Indexes,  which  the  Board  has  endeavoured  to  Ibid-  333-  370. 

“ obtain  f()r  public,  but  they  have  not  been  purchased.”  ^'2gHar<i},’s  Ev” 

In  the  Evidence  of  Messrs.  Hewlett,  Hodgson,  Grimaldi  and  Hardy,  the 
imperfections  of  the  Calendars  in  this  Office  are  explained,  and  striking  illus- 
trations given  of  the  evils  resulting  therefrom. 

Duchy  of  Lan- 

All  the  work  of  Calendaring  and  Indexing  has  been  done  at  the  Duchy  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev, 
Lancaster  without  the  aid  of  the  Commission.  4°2, 


The  Calendars  are  not  good  at  the  Augmentation  Office.  New  Calendars 
were  in  course  of  preparation  at  the  time  Mr.  Cole  was  discharged,  and  have 
since  been  discontinued. 


Augmentation 

Office. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
447- 


Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  present  Commission  in  the  way  of  making 
Calendars  to  the  Pipe  Records. 

Mr.  Panton  says,  “ There  are  no  Calendars  or  Indexes  at  all.” 


Pipe. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1159-  1 *57- 

Mr.  Pan  ton’s  Ev., 
7080.  7085. 


^ i p.  ^ apprehencls  there  are  not  ^dent  Calendars  and  Indexes  mTcooP  Js7v 
at  the  Chapter  House.”  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Commission  has  ■>79- 
provided  a sufficient  supply:  hut  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  states  that  some  im-  ..  „ p , , 

portant  catalogues  are  in  preparation,  under  his  direction,  and  will  be  com- 
peted  m the  course  of  the  year.  He  has  printed,  “ by  the  special  recom-  M_r-  Co^v'&  Ev-» 
« Jr  ! °f  the  Coillmissioners, the  ancient  Calendars  and  Inventories  of  SiiTpalgrave’s 
useM  but™6?  ““uPf  House,”  which,  he  states,  are  curious  and 

3 not  applicable  to  the  present  arrangement  of  the  Records  there.”  6544*  G578-6580. 


565. 
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King’s  Remem-  « H/t  n i 

brancee.  Mr-  '-/0^e  commenced  a Calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev.,  “ King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office.”  These  are  also  discontinued  since  Mr 
Stevenson's  C°le’S  remOTal. 

Ev.,  3820-25 — Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev.,  .3648 — Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev.,  2746. 

mTcoo  er’s  Ev  " There  ®re  neitller  Calendars  nor  Indexes  at  the  Pell  Office.”  Mr.  Devon  is 
1249, 1250.  ’ stated  to  be  making  a catalogue. 


King’s  Bench, 
Common  Pleas, 
and  Exchequer 
of  Pleas. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1822. 


From  the  minute  Evidence  of  Mr.  Hewlett,  who  possesses  a great  degree 
of  practical  knowledge  on  these  matters,  the  only  Calendars  or  Indexes  to  the 
important  Records  in  the  Offices  of  the  King’s  Bench,  the  Common  Pleas,  and 
the  Exchequer  of  Pleas,  (Records  constantly  consulted,  and  of  great  importance 
for  legal  proceedings,)  appear  to  be  the  incomplete  series  of  Docquet  Books 
which  contain  little  of  the  information  which  should  he  given,  and  hardly  any 
clue  is  consequently  possessed  by  the  inquirer  who  wishes  to  know  the 
contents  of  these  Records. 

In  the  Secretary’s  judgment,  “ it  would  be  to  throw  money  into  the  river  to 
“ make  Calendars  or  Indexes  to  the  Records  of  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas.” 


Lord  Trea- 
surer’s Remem- 
brancer’s Office. 


In  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the  keeper  tells  Your  Com- 
mittee that  he  had.  a perfect  Index ; by  which  he  appears  to  have  meant  that 
he  knew  what  Rolls  were  missing. 


The  Secretary  informed  the  Committee  that  there  are  no  private  Calendars 
or  Indexes  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office. 

It  appears  from  the  Evidence  of  Messrs.  Abbot  and  Cole,  that  all  the 
Calendars  in  that  office  are  private,  and  are  not  shown  to  the  public. 

The  preceding  Evidence  shows  that  the  present  Commission  has  not  com- 
pleted a single  Calendar  or  Index  to  the  contents  of  any  public  repository, 
and  has  not  commenced  any  Calendars  in  most  of  the  public  repositories,  to 
which  alone  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  is  directed  by  the  address  of 
the  House  of  Commons  and  the  Commission.  The  Commission  has  prepared 
certain  catalogues,  the  value  of  which  Your  Committee  has  no  means  of  esti- 
mating ; and  they  do  not  appear  to  have  come  properly  within  the  province  of 
the  Commission.  It  has  procured,  amongst  others  of  a similar  character,  a copy 
of  a Catalogue  of  the  MSS.  and  State  Papers  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Salis- 
bury, at  Hatfield  House.  A minute  Catalogue  of  the  MSS.  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale, 
Selden,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Maynard,  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Library,  which  a Return 
states  “ are  very  little  known,  chiefly  owing  to  the  restrictions  which  the  learned 
“ Judge  imposed  upon  the  Society  in  respect  of  the  use  of  them.” 

, “ A smular  Catalogue  of  the  remaining  MSS.  in  the  same  library  (271 
“ volumes),  many  of  which  are  only  modern  reports,  or  notes  of  cases,  but 
“ amongst  them  are  many  volumes  of  great  curiosity  and  value.” 

Accounts  and  Catalogues  of  the  MSS.  in  the  several  libraries  at  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  of  161  volumes  of  Transcripts  of 
Mr.  Dodsworth,  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

A copy  of  a Catalogue  of  Documents  from  the  year  790  to  the  close  of  the 
15th  century,  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  France.— Hotel  Soubise,  Paris,  8vo. 

. “ of  Mss-  “A  Documents  connected  with  British  History  and  Literature, 
in  the  Libraries  and  Archives  of  Germany.— Switzerland,  8vo. 

Some  steps  appear  at  different  times  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
Commission,  with  respect  to  the-  purchase  of  the  private  Calendars  to  the 

Records 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


xxiii 


Records  in  the  public  Offices ; but  no  evidence  has  been  given  to  Your  Com- 
mittee that  a single  Calendar  has  ever  been  purchased  by  the  Commission ; 
and  since  its  existence.  Calendars  of  the  contents  of  one  of  the  most 
important  Offices,  the  Augmentation  Office,  made  by  persons  in  the  employ 
of  the  public,  and  in  that  public  capacity  possessing  the  custody  of  those 
Records,  have  passed  by  public  sale  into  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
and  been  thus  lost  to  the  public.  Relying  too  much  on  the  judgment  of  4677  et  seq' 
the  Keepers  of  the  Records,  the  old  Commission  printed  Calendars  to  some 
Records  in  the  Tower,  so  defective,  that  as  appears  from  the  copy  of  the  most 
perfect  of  them,  which  is  daily  used  in  the  Tower,  and  which  was  produced 
before  Your  Committee  by  Mr.  Hardy,  half  the  requisite  information  had  been 
omitted  or  inaccurately  given ; and  while  Catalogues  had  been  prepared  to  the 
documents  contained  in  private  and  in  foreign  Libraries,  possessing  no  legal 
value  and  no  greater  historical  value,  the  Commission  has  done  hardly  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  supplying  those  Calendars  and  Indexes  which  are  abso- 
lutely requisite  to  render  the  contents  of  our  public  Record  Offices  available 
to  the  public. 


III.— TRANSFERS. 

Although  this  is  a subject  which  appears  to  have  occupied  a large  portion 
of  the  attention  of  the  first  Commission,  no  powers  seem  to  have  been  given  to 
the  Commission  of  making  transfers  of  Records  from  one  Record  Office  to 
another.  It  appears  that  a short  time  ago,  a claim  was  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  for  certain  documents  relating  to  that  Duchy,  which  Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
had  some  how  or  another  found  their  way  into  the  Augmentation  Office,  J?r.AbbJ?i Ey5*' 
and  remained  there  for  a considerable  period.  It  appears  that  at  first  the  3010,  etseq. 
Secretary  was  desirous  of  making  the  transfer  at  the  request  of  the  Duchy ; but 
in  the  course  of  a long  correspondence  (printed  in  the  Appendix)  and  discussion 
which  took  place  on  the  subject,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Commission  pos- 
sessed no  power  to  carry  this  purpose  into  effect ; and  the  Secretary  subsequently  MY.  Cooper’s  Ev. 
declared  that  from  information  elicited  before  Your  Committee,  he  had  come  to  8l°9’ 
a conviction  that  it  would  not  have  been  proper  to  transfer  these  documents 
from  a public  Record  Office,  in  which  they  were  perfectly  accessible  to  all  inqui- 
rers, to  one  in  which  they  might  have  been  considered  the  private  property  of 
the  Duchy,  and  withheld  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Office  from  persons,  the  establish- 
ment of  whose  rights  in  litigation  against  the  Duchy,  might  depend  on  the 
production  of  these  documents. 

IV.— ESTABLISHMENT  OF  OFFICES. 

The  first  Report  of  the  Commissioners  in  1812  states,  "With  respect  to  the 
t establishment  of  Offices,  and  the  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  Record 
Officers,  that  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  make  any  alteration  in 
“ England,  principally  on  account  of  the  vested  rights  of  individuals.”— p.  6. 

No  notice  of  this  department  of  the  Commission’s  duties  occurs  in  the  next 
General  Report  of  1819.  " Many  severe  animadversions,”  says  the  Bishop 
of  Llandaff  (at  p.  7 of  his  printed  letter),  " have  been  made  by  writers  of 
^bility  conversant  with  Records,  on  the  great  defects  of  the  present  system 
*n  mosk  the  Record  Offices,  which  have  received  no  remedy  from  the 
<(  Commission.” 
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“Every  passage  of  Report  of  1800,”  says  the  Preface  of  the  Secretary’s 
Compilation  on  Public  Records,  p.  v.,  “ exhibits  evils,  to  which  the  lapse  of  30 
“ years  has  only  served  to  give  a more  luxuriant  and  a more  vigorous  growth . 
“ and  even  the  ancient  Reports  of  1719  and  1732,  indicate  many  corrupt 
“ practices  that  still  exist,  in  despite  of  c recommendations’  and  c orders’  made 
“ and  reiterated  by  Committees  and  by  Boards,  and  with  which,  notwithstanding 
“ the  long-continued  efforts  of  their  predecessors,  the  present  Commissioners 
“ on  the  Public  Records  are  compelled  now  to  grapple.” 

At  a Board  held  30th  June  1832,  notice  appears  (Agenda  p.  7),  of  a Com- 
mittee or  Committees  “ to  inquire  into  the  duties  of  the  several  Officers,  Clerks 
“ and  other  Ministers  having  the  care,  custody  or  management  of  the  public 
“ Records the  fees,  &c.  being  the  additional  duties  imposed  on  the  present 
Commission ; and  “ the  prosecution  of  which  inquiries,  the  Secretary  was 
“ informed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  was  the  principal  object  of  the  new 
“ Commission ; ” “ but  when  it  was  contemplated  to  form  a Committee  or 
“ Committees  it  occurred  to  some  one,  I think,”  says  the  Secretary,  “ to 
“ Lord  Brougham  himself,  that  almost  all  the  most  material  objects  have 
“ been  attained  by  the  Royal  Commission  issued  in  the  year  1816;  and  the 
“ Committee  was  never  appointed.” 

The  subject  was  again  renewed  at  a Board  (March  2,  1833).  It  is  stated  in 
the  Agenda,  p.  105,  “It  has  lately  been  made  a subject  of  reproach  to  the 
“ Secretary,  that  although  almost  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  present 
“ Commission  was  issued,  yet  no  proposal  has  been  brought  forward  to  effect 
" any  amelioration  under  the  head  of  Establishment  and  duties  of  Office,  and 
“ Fees.” 

“ In  my  judgment,  there  was  no  immediate  and  pressing  occasion  for  the 
“ Commissioners  to  take  any  steps  in  reference  to  the  fees.  In  1832  and 
“ 1833,  I had  occasion  to  consider  the  subject  of  fees  in  the  different  Offices, 
“ and  I was  satisfied  that  in  general  the  fees  are  reasonable,  I mean  the  legal 
“ fees.  I had  formerly,  from  Pamphlets  and  Reports,  received  a different 
impression  upon  the  subject.” 

Such,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  persons  who 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  making  searches  either  for  legal  or  historical 
purposes.  Various  Witnesses,  particularly  Mr.  Illingworth,  Mr.  Hewlett  and 
Mr.  Grimaldi,  have  given  ample  evidence  of  the  oppressive  bearing  of  these 
demands  upon  the  suitors  in  our  Courts  of  Law,  stated  by  Mr.  Grimaldi  to 
amount  to  a “ denial  of  justice.” 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas  furnished  Your  Committee  with  striking  illustrations  of 
the  enormous  amount  demanded  for  fees  in  Peerage  cases.  That  these  fees 
are  matters  of  general  complaint  among  the  Profession,  may  be  seen  in , the 
Evidence  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  Lord  Lyndhurst,  Baron  Alderson,  and  Sir 
Charles  Wetherell ; and  in  the  Evidence  of  Lord  Langdale  will  .be  found  a 
forcible  exposition  of  the  mischievous  effects  of  such  fees,  in  deterring  the 
applicants  for  justice  from  establishing  their  rights  and  settling  disputes  by 
having  recourse  to  the  tribunals  of  their  country.  No  language  that  Your 
Committee  could  employ  could  too  strongly  condemn  the  monstrous  injustice 
and  impolicy  of  imposing  these  additional  burthens  on  those  who  have  the 
misfortune  of  having  legal  rights  unjustly  withheld  or  menaced ; and  who  are 
already,  from  accident  or  the  defects  of  our  law,  exposed  to  the  unavoidable 
expenses  and  anxieties  of  litigation.  The  operation  of  these  evils  appears  to 
be  most  extensive.  Frequent  recourse  is  had  to  these  documents  in  the  course 
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of  legal  proceedings.  In  many  instances  the  search  is  to  be  conducted  at 
hazard,  through  Records  of  different  classes,  extending  over  a long  period 
For  every  different  document  and  every  different  period,  a separate  fee  in 
most  instances  is  required;  and  if,  in  order  to  diminish  the  labour,  uncertainty 
and  cost  of  such  a search,  the  inquirer  can  have  recourse  to  a Calendar  or 
Index,  that  Calendar  or  Index  generally  turns  out  to  be  private  property,  and 
is  made  the  means  of  exacting  an  additional  fee.  Fees  of  an  inordinate 
amount  are  demanded  for  producing  Records  before  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, from  the  parties  who  may  have  occasion  to  use  them.  Fees  of 
disproportionate  extent  are  demanded  for  every  copy  of  these  documents 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  before  the  other  tribunals,  or  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  parties  ; and  lest  this  charge  should  be  evaded  by  the  per- 
sonal diligence  of  the  inquirer,  or  should  not  amount  to  so  much  as  may 
satisfy  the  expectations  of  the  keepers,  in  most  of  the  Record  Offices  no  person 
is  allowed  to  make  the  copy  for  himself ; and  at  the  Rolls  not  even  a me- 
morandum, nor  a copy  of  only  such  portion  of  a Record  as  maybe  useful  to  him 
is  allowed.  In  all  eases  he  must  pay  the  officers  for  making  the  copy,  and 
almost  always  for  copying  more  than  he  needs. 

In  many  of  the  Offices  the  fees  bear  equally  heavy  upon  those  who  consult 
the  Records  for  historical  and  antiquarian  purposes.  In  some  Offices  Your 
Committee  has  been  informed  that  they  are  wholly  or  in  part  remitted.  Even 
where  this  remission  takes  place,  it  is  the  act  of  the  keeper,  and  must  lay  the 
person  benefited  under  a personal  obligation  to  him:  and  the  access,  where 
not  closed  by  fees,  may  thus  be  granted  or  withheld  at  the  pleasure  of  an 
individual. 

■ To  mqmre  mto  tie  mode  of  remedying  this  great  abuse  of  fees,  and 
into  the  regulations  and  establishments  of  the  various  Offices,  was  the  one  new 
object  (m  addition  to  those  which  had  been  assigned  to  former  Commissions) 
for  the  furtherance  of  which  the  present  Commission  was  constituted  It 
appears,  however,  to  Your  Committee,  that  no  effective  power  of  interfering 
mth  the  present  regulations  of  the  Offices,  or  of  diminishing  the  fees,  has  ever 
been  given  to  the  Board.  To  recommend  reforms,  and  to  obtain  sufficient 
powers  for  executing  them,  was  indeed  all  the  Commission  could  do  ■ and  this 
it  has  certainly  failed  to  effect.  Your  Committee  has  been  informed  that  in- 
quiries nave  been  circulated  and  Returns  ordered  and  generally  made;  but 
for  the  result  of  the  information  thus  obtained,  it  is  only  referred  to  the  appear- 
ance of  a general  Report,  which  is  hereafter  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty  The 
Secretary  says,  the  “ Keepers  of  the  Record  Offices  may  shut  the  doors  in  the  face 
o the  Commission.”  In  some  cases,  supposed  impediments  on  the  part  of  the 
keepers  have  been  evaded  by  irregular  means;  in  some,  the  operations  of  the 
hoard  have  been  wholly  stopped,  owing  to  what  have  been  represented  as 
unreadable  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the  keepers;  bnt  nothing  has  been 

tavest  th  r™7  • em°Vi"S  theSe  °bStadeS’  by  Legislature  to 
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cnarge  its  duties  m a satisfactory  manner. 

OffilrnSeTen°e;  thefeesremainastheydid  before  at  the  principal  public 
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Mr.  Illingworth’s 
Ev.,  918,  9. 

Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
47  i 2.  et  seq. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
499- 

Mr.'  Illingworth’s 
Ev.,  845  et  seq. 
Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
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Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
7337?  8,  9. 


Lord  Langdale’s 
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Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
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Sir  F.  Palgrave’s 
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“ a very  great  change  for  the  better  as  regards  the  fees.”  The  irregularity 
and  uncertainty  which  existed  with  regard  to  fees  in  this  Office  during  the 
time  of  Mr.  Caley,  who  used  to  charge  fees  ad  libitum,  and  the  reductions  and 
certainty  introduced  by  himself,  are  described  by  Mr.  Cole,  who  subsequently 
had  the  custody  of  this  Office.  This  improvement  is  not  to  be  attributed 
to  the  Commission  ; inasmuch  as  the  Secretary,  in  his  Examination  before  Your 
Committee,  actually  informed  it  that  he  conceived  no  change  to  have  been 
necessary  in  this  respect,  and  that  none  had  been  made. 

Projects  for  the  erection  of  a General  Record  Office,  have  been  at  various 
times  considered  by  the  Board.  No  such  plan  has,  however,  been  carried  into 
effect. 

“ A great  many  meetings  were  held  and  reports  made,”  and  a Bill  was 
prepared,  which  Mr.  Allen  tells  Your  Committee  was  either  not  brought  into 
Parliament,  or  not  persevered  in ; and  the  matter,  as  he  stated,  was  allowed  to 
drop  ; not,  it  would  appear,  on  account  of  the  opposition  justly  excited  against 
it  by  reason  of  its  proposed  misappropriation  of  the  Suitors’  Fund,  but  owing 
as  Mr.  Allen  says,  to  a “ mere  accident,”  of  which  the  nature  has  not  been 
explained. 

With  regard  to  the  Establishments  of  the  different  Offices,  hardly  any 
interference  has  been  exercised  by  the  Commission.  During  the  existence  of 
the  Commission,  the  sinecure  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  has  been 
filled  up  by  the  appointment  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Secretary.  This  gentleman  stated  to  Your  Committee  that  he  had  received  the 
office  as  a sinecure  ; and  might,  if  he  chose,  claim  a right  to  keep  it  as  such, 
according  to  the  footing  of  his  predecessors,  on  which  he  had  received  it : 
that  he  might  take  the  salary  of  400?.  a year,  as  his  predecessors  had,  who  did 
nothing  for  it.  He  added,  that  “ whatever  the  Treasury,  his  superiors, 
“ required  him  to  do  he  was  ready  to  do  under  a fair  construction ;”  and  inti- 
mated his  intention  of  making  the  office  an  efficient  one  tc  in  proportion  to  the 
“ salary.”  This  indefinite  relation  between  an  office  and  its  duties,  depending 
on  the  occupant’s  appreciation  of  his  own  services,  appears  to  Your  Committee 
very  objectionable. 

Under  this  head  Your  Committee  has  also  to  remark  the  existence  of  a very 
palpable  and  mischievous  evil,  in  the  circumstance  of  the  custody  of  the 
Records  being  confided  to  such  a number  of  persons  and  so  loosely  exercised, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  say  who  has  a right  of  access  to  them,  or  where 
the  Records  are  to  be  found.  This  mischief  is  partly  owing  to  the  dispersion 
and  inconveniences  of  the  Offices  in  which  they  are  deposited. 

In  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Panton,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Records  which  are 
lodged  in  Somerset  House,  are  frequently  brought  from  thence  to  the  Temple 
for  inspection,  and  that  portions  there  remain  for  some  time. 

The  late  Mr.  Caley  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  the  Records  of  the  Augmen- 
tation Office  to  his  house  in  Spa-fields,  where  they  suffered  severely  from  the 
most  careless  treatment. 

But  the  utmost  degree  of  confusion  in  respect  of  custody,  appears  to  be  that 
which  prevails  in  the  Office  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer. 

It  appears  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Vincent,  that  in  that  Office  no  less  than 
33  persons  have  access  to  those  Records,  whenever  and  in  what  manner  they 
please.  It  may  be  perhaps  owing  to  this  cause,  that  in  addition  to  the  losses 
which  they  have  suffered  from  other  causes,  many  of  the  Records  appear  to 
have  been  at  different  times  embezzled. 

It 
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It  is  said  that  the  labourers  and  soldiers,  to  whose  custody  the  Records 
during  their  migration  into  the  shed  in  Westminster  Hall,  seem  for  a while  to 
hare  been  transferred,  in  place  of  that  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  dis 
posed  of  them  to  the  glue-makers;  and  as  they  had  full  power  of  doing  so  Mr.  Cole's  Ev., 
and  must  hare  supposed  that  matters  so  entrusted  to  them  could  be  of  no  value  4+35;4452- 
to  anybody  else,  it  may  easily  be  believed  that  they  did  so.  At  various  times 
the  attention  of  the  Commission  has  been  directed  to  the  fact,  that  documents 
evidently  belonging  to  some  of  our  public  Repositories  were  exposed  for  sale  ; 
and  an  instance  of  this,  which  had  occurred  during  the  sitting  of  Your  Com- 
mittee, was  brought  before  its  notice.  No  effectual  means  have  been  taken  to  Mr'  Col0s  Ev'> 
prevent  this  evil,  nor  can  be  whilst  the  custody  of  Records  remains  as  at  present. 

The  attention  of  Your  Committee  has  been  directed  to  a practice  utterly  at 
variance  with  every  sound  principle ; that  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Records  and 
their  clerks,  acting  as  private  agents  for  parties,  in  searches  made  at  their’ own 
Offices. 


It  would  appear  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Illingworth,  that  suspicions  have 
arisen  of  the  power  of  the  keepers  having  in  this  respect  been  abused,  in  some 
of  the  English  Offices. 


Mr.  Illingworth’s 
Ev->  873.  913  et 
seq.; 


ftom  the  Evidence  of  Lord  Dunsany,  it  would  appear  that  in  Ireland,  the  Lord  Dnnsanrt 
existence  of  a similar  practice  is  felt  to  be  an  excessive  grievance.  Ev->  8098-8107. 

. Th®  CUSt“dy  of  the  Records  m the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  is  also  deserv- 
ing  of  peculiar  attention.  A portion  of  those  Records  are  considered  by  the 
officers  of  the  Duchy  as  the  private  title-deeds  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  Mr  aw™  . , 
as  such  withheld  from  general  inspection ; the  remainder  they  admit  to  be  of  a Mr-  Code's  Ev. 
public  nature,  and  to  them  they  profess  to  give  all  inquirers  full  access  As  Mr‘  0oI'’s  Et-- 
however,  the  line  between  these  two  classes  is  by  no  means  definite,  and  as  no 
Catalogues  exist  of  the  documents  belonging  to  each  class,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  permitting  or  withholding  access  to  any  Record  must  depend  entirely  on 
the  pleasure  of  the  keepers.  Your  Committee  cannot  but  join  in  a wish 
expressed  by  Sir  George  Harrison  (letter  dated  26th  Jan.  1836),  for  the  Appendix  on 
adoptmn  of  a plan  for  the  centralization  of  Records,  when  the  public  portion 
of  those  belonging  to  the  Duchy  may  be  separated  from  the  private,  and  placed 

toafforfed  PUMiC  mUnimeuts  of  the  c0mtI7’  where  ready  access  may 


From  the  foregoing  Summary  of  the  state  of  the  Record  Offices,  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Record  Commission,  it  will  appear  that  the  forim"  is  Lost 
unsa  s aetory,  and  that  the  latter  have  been  very  inefficient,  as  far  as  regards 

numberSelf  of  the  I"**-  The  are  kept  in  a 

Le!?L,  “aPPrTate>  Unsafe>  and  Convenient  buildings,  scattered  at  j 
£tedt  the  “d  /Tn  ^ metr°Polis'  In  these  % have  been  rifc. 
vett  LLr  T ' ’md  *°  C°ntinUal  des‘ruction  from  damp,  dirt. 
Office  to  Lott1'  “ J™868  °f  deCa^  In  eyeless  transfers  from  one 
to  hie  been  d ; 8°“  ! 0®“8  ‘°  P™^  b°USeS’  maIV  documents  appear  £ 

«rhave  b and  embezded.  A great  proportion  of  them  cannot  be  5 

Lst  aLo?  7 JueCtued  t0  anL  arrangement.  To  the  information  which  } 

affLded  bv  , r ale  bCSt  a™nsed^  sthhcient  clue  is  seldom  6 

^^by  satefectoryCMendars  and  Indexes  ; and  in  addition  to  all  these 
’ access  of  the  public  to  these  valuable  materials  for  legal  and  historical  1 

fj  o . . . E 

u mqumes 
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Messrs.  Illing- 
worth, Hewlett  and 
Rogers  Ev. 

Sir  C.  Wetherell’s 
Ev.,  6004. 


inquiries  is  debarred  by  the  exaction  of  heavy  fees  and  the  imposition  of 
needless  and  vexatious  regulations. 

The  great  mass  of  the  Records,  including  many  of  the  highest  importance, 
may  therefore  be  said  to  be  unavailable  for  any  public  purpose.  In  the 
Evidence  of  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  Mr.  Hewlett,  Mr.  Illingworth,  Mr.  Grimaldi 
Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Goode,  Mr.  Parkes,  Mr.  Hodgson,  Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  the 
Judges  of  the  various  Courts,  and  other  persons  engaged  in  legal  inquiries,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  existence  of  these  evils  has  formed  a serious  impediment 
in  the  way  of  persons  prosecuting  legal  claims.  They  state,  that  owing  to  this 
cause,  documents  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  legal  rights  have  either  not 
been  found  when  wanted,  or  found  only  by  accident,  and  produced  in  court  at 
an  enormous  cost.  It  appears,  therefore,  to  Your  Committee,  that  these  defects 
in  the  present  state  of  the  Record  Offices  have  exercised  a most  mischievous 
effect  on  the  administration  of  justice ; nor  can  it  suppose  that  they  have 
been  less  detrimental  to  the  progress  of  historical  knowledge.  That  the 
same  defects  which  impede  the  legal,  must  thwart  or  embarrass  the  historical 
inquirer ; and  that  history  must  be  written  imperfectly,  while  historians  know 
not  what  materials  are  to  be  found  in  our  Record  Offices,  needs  no  demon- 
stration. This  cause  of  imperfection  must  have  operated  most  strongly  upon 
the  publications  of  the  old  Commission.  Not  knowing  accurately  what  trea- 
sures existed  in.  the  public  Repositories,  they  necessarily  printed  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  relative  value  of  what  they  published  and  what  they  left  unpublished, 
and  as  to  the  completeness  of  some  of  the  most  important  works  which  they 
gave  to  the  world.  In  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  says  the  Secretary 
in  the  second  page  of  the  Agenda,  “ the  Commissioners  in  the  course  of  a few 
“ weeks  have  had  the  mortification  to  discover  documents  that  furnish  the 
“ most  lamentable  proofs  of  the  imperfections  that  pervade  some  of  the  best 
“ publications  of  the  old  Boards.” 

In  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Thomson  will  be  seen  proof  of  the  great  changes 
which  recent  discoveries  will  render  necessary  in  the  publication  of  the 
Scottish  Acts  of  Parliament. 

“ The  discovery  of  the  Registers  of  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland,  from  May 
“ 1639  to  March  1650,  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  makes  it  indispensable  to 
“ cancel  vols.  v.  and  vi.  of  the  Acts.  It  is  calculated  that  the  newly-discovered 
“ matter  will  fill  22/8  pages.” — (Agenda,  p.  12.) 

It  is  asserted  by  Mr.  Cole,  that  the  valuable  work  entitled  “ Parliamentary 
“ Writs  ” is  from  the  same  cause  imperfect ; and  though  the  propriety  of 
applying  this  epithet  to  it  is  disputed  by  some  of  the  Witnesses,  there  can 
nevertheless  be  little  doubt  that  the  publication  would  have  been  more  satis- 
factory had  it  included  matter  which  has  since  been  discovered.  The  same 
objection  has  been  urged  with  regard  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus ; but  on  this 
point  also,  considerable  difference  of  opinion  exists  among  the  Witnesses. 

These  evils  have  for  a long  time  existed  in  the  Record  Offices,  rendering  the 
great  majority  of  their  contents  utterly  unavailable  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Sir  Tlios.  Philipps’  public ; and  have  not  as  yet  been  removed.  One  witness  thinks  that  since  the 
foundation  of  a Record  Commission  in  1800,  more  Records  have  been  destroyed 
or  lost  than  in  the  four  preceding  centuries ; and  Mr.  Nichols,  who  spoke  to 
the  utility  of  the  printed  works  of  the  Commission,  complains  of  “ the  public 
“ Offices  being  closed  to  the  easy  access  of  historians,”  and  of  “ the  expense 
“ of  fees  and  office  copies and  adds,  “ that  topographers  have  made  less  use 
“ of  the  Records,  from  the  close  and  impervious  state  of  the  public  Offices 
and  that  he  found  the  system  cc  a great  impediment  and  annoyance.” 


Mr.  Thomson’s 
Ev.,  3820  *. 


Mr.  Cole’ 
7911. 


Ev., 


Ev.,  755 1 • 


Mr-  Nichols’  Ev., 
5847,  et  seq. 
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VI.— SELECTION  OF  ORIGINAL  RECORDS. 

1.  Transcripts. 

In  the  Preface  to  the  Secretary’s  compilation  on  Public  Records,  it  is 
stated,  p.  vii.,  “ One  of  the  two  great  objects,  without  the  attainment  of  which 
“ the  labour  of  the  Commissioners  must  be  unprofitable  and  useless,  is 
“ preservation  of  the  contents  of  Records  by  means  of  the  press  or  tran- 
“ scription.  Under  this  head,  the  Compiler  ventures  to  make  the  following 
“ brief  suggestions  and  remarks : Measures  should  be  adopted  that  all  the  most 
“ rare  and  important  Records  in  the  different  Offices  be  accurately  transcribed. 
“ Transcription  is  more  economical  than  printing,  and  in  numerous  cases  it  is 
“ fortunately  as  efficacious,  at  least  for  all  useful  purposes.  Valuable  as  our 
“ Records  are,  they  are  valuable  only  to  those  persons  who  have  made  them 
“ the  object  of  peculiar  study  and  pursuit,  and  industriously  acquired  the 
“ keys  to  the  various  ciphers  in  which  they  are  composed.  Such  persons 
“ form  a distinct,  but  not  a numerous  class ; and  it  would  be  easy  to  show 
“ that  to  them  a faithful  transcript  of  a Record,  placed  in  the  Museum,  would 
“ be  frequently  more  acceptable  than  a printed  volume.”  But  the  Secretary 
states  to  Your  Committee,  that  his  opinions  c£  on  the  sufficiency  of  transcribing 
“ have  undergone  a considerable  change  since  the  year  1832.” 

It  appears  from  the  Evidence,  that  few,  if  any,  transcripts  have  been  made 
with  a view  to  perpetuation,  and  the  only  transcripts,  besides  those  required 
for  printing,  which  have  been  made  in  any  quantity,  are  transcripts  of  Rymer’s 
Collectanea  in  the  Museum. 

“ I cannot  (says  Sir  H.  Nicolas)  conceive  anything  more  useless  than  such 
“ a proceeding;”  “ they  are  too  inaccurate  to  print;”  and,  according  to  Mr. 
Stevenson,  “ These  transcripts  are  of  no  earthly  value.” 

The  transcripts  of  the  Privy  Council  Books  appear  to  have  been  twice  made 
at  the  public  expense. 

The  same  thing  is  admitted  to  have  happened  with  respect  to  some  portion 
of  the  volume  intituled  “ Rotuli  Selecti.” 

2.  — Printing. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  inquiries  of  Your  Committee  has  been 
directed  to  the  various  publications  which  have  come  out  under  the  sanction  of 
the  different  Commissions.  To  this  purpose  the  attention  of  all  of  them  appears 
to  have  been  primarily  turned.  The  preceding  Commissions  gave  to  the  world 
printed  editions  of  certain  of  the  more  valuable  of  our  Records ; the  importance 
of  which  had  been  long  and  universally  recognised.  About  the  utility  of  gene- 
rally diffusing  the  information  contained  in  these  documents  by  means  of  the 
press,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained.  Useful  Catalogues  of  the  MSS.  in  the  British 
Museum,  and  Calendars  to  various  classes  of  documents  in  the  Record  Offices, 
were  among  the  works  which  they  published;  and  of  these  the  extensive 
utility  has  been  proved  by  all  Witnesses  engaged  in  legal  or  historical  inquiries. 
The  chief  fault  committed  by  these  Commissions,  in  respect  of  the  selection 
of  works  for  publication,  appears  to  have  been  their  undertaking  those  which 
were  not  complete  in  themselves,  and  which,  as  has  been  above  stated,  the  sub- 
sequent discovery  of  fresh  materials  has  in  many  cases  shown  to  be  incomplete. 
Of  the  execution  of  these  works  it  is  impossible,  however,  to  speak  so  highly. 

565.  d 3 The 


Mr.  Cooper's  Ev-, 
19’5-  2837. 


Sir  H-  Nicolas’s 
Ev.  4235-4237-> 

Mr-  Stevenson’s 
Ev.,  3831. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1862. 

Sir  H.  Nicolas’ 
Ev.,  4182.  4187  et 
seq. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1864.  1908.  2587 
et  seq. 
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Sir  F.  Madden’s 
Ev.,  5467. 

Mr.  Beltz’  Ev., 

67 19.  6732. 

Mr.  Roberts’  Ev., 
7013-7036,7  etseq. 
Mr.  Gunthorpe’s 
Ev.,  7249. 

Sir  T.  Phillips’ 

Ev.,  7529. 

Mr.  Hunter’s  Ev., 
3179  et  seq. 

* Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev., 
6987  et  seq. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev. 
1897.  1910. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1899-  1913- 

Mr-  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  1575  et  seq. 
Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1873.  i87>-. 
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The  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  the  Scotch  publications,  and  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  Par- 
liamentary Writs,  are  distinguished  as  being  the  best  executed  of  the  works  of 
the  past  Commissions.  It  seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  sides  that  great  errors 
and  defects  are  to  be  found  in  almost  all  the  other  works.  The  copy  of  one  of 
the  printed  Calendars  of  the  Tower  Records,  which  has  been  before-mentioned 
as  having  been  exhibited  by  Mr.  Hardy*,  affords  a lamentable  instance  of  the 
errors  to  be  discovered  by  the  necessity  of  a careful  collation  for  practical 
purposes.  These  volumes  appear  to  have  been  generally  printed  at  a very 
heavy  cost,  and  their  cumbrous  form  greatly  diminishes  the  convenience  of 
consulting  them.  The  present  Commission  has,  in  this  respect,  avoided  many 
of  the  faults  of  those  which  preceded  it.  It  has  not,  perhaps,  given  to  the 
world  any  works  of  equal  importance  with  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  the  Taxation 
of  Pope  Nicholas,  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  and  one  or  two  other  works  which 
had  been  previously  printed;  because  these  works  having  been  printed,  there 
remained  behind  few  known  materials  of  equal  value.  It  has  introduced  a very 
great  improvement,  in  undertaking,  for  the  most  part,  no  works  except  those 
which,  like  the  Close  Rolls,  Patent  Rolls,  Rotuli  Curiae  Regis,  and  other  series 
of  Records,  were  in  themselves  complete.  All  the  Witnesses  speak  to  the  great 
value  of  these  works.  The  execution  of  the  works  of  the  present  Commission 
has  also  been  greatly  superior.  A more  convenient  form,  too,  has  been 
generally  adopted  in  its  publications.  The  most  competent  Editors  have 
generally  been  secured,  and  the  works  appear  to  have  been  carefully  and  per- 
fectly edited. 

To  these  merits  there  are  some  exceptions.  The  volume  of  the  Rotuli 
Selecti  appears  to  have  been  entrusted  to  an  incompetent  Editor,  and  even 
after  revision,  to  have  been  published  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  The  same 
observations  apply  to  the  Chancellor’s  Roll. 

It  has  also  been  made  matter  of  complaint,  that  the  Commission  has,  in 
some  instances,  published  original  works  of  modern  writers,  for  which  no  direct 
authority  appears  to  be  given  by  the  terms  of  the  Commission ; and  that  in 
some  instances  the  information  contained  in  those  works  had  before  been 
given  in  other  forms. 

In  speaking,  however,  of  the  printed  works  of  the  present  Commission,  Your 
Committee  cannot  forbear  referring  to  the  large  quantity  printed,  at  consider- 
able expense,  by  a private  printer.  Some  of  these  appear  to  have  been 
printed  merely  for  the  private  use  of  the  Commissioners ; and  some,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  have  been  intended  for  distribution  and  sale.  None  of  these 
publications  are  of  the  nature  of  those  which  the  Board  is  authorized  to  print 
by  the  terms  of  the  Commission.  It  seemed,  however,  to  be  considered  that 
the  expenses  incurred  under  .this  head  should  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  neces- 
sary expenditure  of  the  Commission.  But  the  Returns  laid  before  Parliament 
show  that  the  bill  of  Mr.  Roworth,  for  printing  these  works,  amounted  in  the 
two  years  between  September  1833  and  August  1835,  to  no  less  a sum  than 
2,256  l.  1 s.  1 d. 

A large  portion,  however,  of  these  works  appear  to  have  been  intended  for 
public  use,  and  are  indeed  of  such  a nature  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to 
print  them  with  any  other  object.  In  the  volume  commonly  called  the  Agenda, 
w uch  m fact  consists  of  notes  of  business  to  be  done  at  different  meetings  of 
the  Board  and  which  is  altogether  got  up  at  a considerable  cost,  are  printed 
various  Selections  from  the  ancient  Records.  These  Selections,  if  merely  curious, 
ought  not  to  have  been  printed  at  all ; if  useful  or  important,  they  should  have 

been 
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been  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large,  and  not  of  the  Commis- 
sioners alone.  Indeed,  after  the  continuance  of  this  practice  for  some  time 
the  propriety  of  such  a proceeding  appears  to  have  been  doubted,  and 
these  Selections  were  collected  into  a volume,  which  has  been  laid  before  Your 
Committee. 

Among  these  works,  also,  may  be  noticed  the  Appendixes  to  Mr.  Cooper’s 
Report  on  the  Fcedera,  which  were  long  the  subject  of  Your  Committee’s 
inquiry.  The  present  Commission  found  a republication  of  “ Rymer’s  Eosdera’’ 
in  progress,  which  it  suspended.  It  appears,  however,  that  at  a subsequent 
period  the  Secretary  determined  to  resume  this  work.  In  order  to  make  it  com- 
plete, he  thought  it  desirable,  in  the  first  instance,  to  discover  and  to  bring 
together  whatever  documents  relating  to  the  British  Empire  might  exist  in 
the  various  Archives  and  Libraries  of  the  Continent.  For  this  purpose,  and  also 
for  that,  as  he  informed  Your  Committee,  of  aiding  Mr.  Petrie,  he  employed 
various  British  and  foreign  agents  to  prosecute  these  searches,  and  to  diffuse 
a knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  Record  Commission.  It  appears  by  the 
Parliamentary  Return,  that  these  researches  cost  above  3,000  l.,  exclusive  of 
printing.  The  results  are  to  be-found  in  certain  transcripts,  some  of  which 
were  produced  before  Your  Committee,  and  others  were  stated  to  “ not  yet 
“ *°  haTe  reached  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners;”  and  in  five  volumes  of 
an  Appendix  to  a Report  on  the  Foedera,  which  was  stated  “ to  he  not  yet 
“ framed.” 

The  first  of  these  volumes,  Appendix  A.,  is  a Catalogue  of  various  Books  or 
MSS.  more  or  less  directly  relating  to  Great  Britain,  and  which  are  said  to 
exist  in  various  Continental  Repositories.  Appendix  B.  is  a collection  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  Fragments.  Appendix  C.  is  a miscellaneous  assortment  of  Latin  docu- 
ments, some  of  which  are  copies  of  documents  to  be  found  among  the  archives 
of  Hamburgh.  All  of  these,  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Hardy,  appear,  as  far  as 
he  had  had  time  to  collate  them,  to  be  enrolled  at  the  Tower  ; sometimes  even 
more  available  counterparts  of  such  documents  exist  in  the  Tower  and  other 
Record  Offices  in  London.  In  this  volume  there  is  also  a Poem,  De  Bello 
Normannico,”  which  had  been  previously  procured  and  printed  by  Mr.  Petrie, 
in  that  part  of  his  volume  which  under  the  sanction  of  the  Commission  has 
already  gone  to  Press.  This  is  apparently  now  merely  reprinted  from  Mr. 
Petries  amended  text.  Appendix  D.  is  a Catalogue  of  documents  in  the 
French  archives.  Appendix  E.  is  a Chronological  Catalogue  of  the  materials 
transcribed  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera.  If  it  be  thought  advisable 
to  publish  a new  and  complete  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  it  may  be  a ques 
tion  whether  separate  funds  ought  not  to  be  allotted  for  the  work,  without 
encroaching  on  those  of  the  Record  Commission. 
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Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 

4633-4645- 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
126.  2685. 


Mr.  Hallam’s  Ev., 
7618-7626. 

Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
7427>  7428. 

Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  2022-2080. 
Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
2160.  2194.  2244. 
3057-  3067. 

Mr.  Petrie’s  Ev., 
3431,2,  3, 4,  5,6, 
7,  8. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev.,- 
2198, 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
1188.  2191.  3103. 

See  Orders  of 
Board  relative  to 
printing.  App.  (F.) 
Mr.  Garnier’s  Ev., 
4093-4106,  et  seq. 
Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev., 
3667,  3668,  3669, 
3670-3677.  3719. 

Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev., 
3670. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
3138;  3139,  Mr. 
Petrie’s  Ev.,  3455- 
3470. 


Mr.  Hallam’s  Ev., 
7624. 

Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
7429- 


VII.— GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION  OP  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE 
COMMISSION. 

The  business  of  the  Commission  was  nominally  conducted  at  Meetings  or 
Boards,  held  at  the  official  or  private  residence  of  some  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. It  appears  from  a Return  laid  before  Your  Committee,  that  in  a 
period  of  nearly  five  years,  38  Boards  were  held,  and  only  seven  of  the  25  Com- 
missioners attended  at  more  than  half  of  these.  These  Boards  were  called  by 
the  Secretary  at  his  direction.  They  sat  rarely  more  than  two  or  three  hours,  ??;tC”per's  Ev” 

ien-  duration  depending  on  the  time  at  which  some  of  the  leading  official  Mr-  Pmheroe’s 
565.  j.  , Ev.  113a  et  seq. 
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Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
7802  et  seq. 

Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  1340. 

Ibid.  1334  et  seq. 
Mi-.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
128  to  131.  521- 
Mr.  Vincent’s  Ev. 
1 740  et  seq. 

Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev..  1530  et  seq. 
Ibid.  1325.  1983. 
Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev. 
7696'  et  seq. 

Ibid.  2777. 


Mr.  Protberoe’s 
Ev.,  1318,  also 
1329. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
2267  etseq. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
2348.  7845.  et  seq. 


Ibid.  7852. 


Ibid.  7840. 
Ev.  8113. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
2278. 

Mr.  Prolheroe’s 
Ev.,  1417. 

Mr.  Hallam’s  Ev., 
7618. 
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members  could  conveniently  come,  and  that  at  which  they  were  forced  to  go 
away  to  attend  to  other  business.  The  business  to  be  done  at  these  Boards  was 
arranged  by  the  Secretary.  The  correspondence  of  the  Commission  was  carried 
on  by  the  Secretary.  Letters  of  great  importance  were  not  laid  before  the 
Board.  Notices  and  communications  of  the  Commissioners  themselves  appear 
in  the  same  way  to  have  been  liable  to  be  suppressed,  or  only  partially  commu- 
nicated to  the  Board.  Some  business  of  the  Commission  was  also  done  by 
Committees. 

! In  fact,  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Commission  appears  in  great 
measure  to  have  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  consulting  occasionally 
two  or  three  of  the  Commissioners. 

It  appears  also  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  “ that  it  was  an  express 
cc  understanding  between  him  (the  Secretary)  and  Lord  Brougham,  that  the 
“ Record  business  was  to  yield  to  his  private  law  avocations  ; and  to  use  his 
“ (the  Secretary’s)  own  words,  4 that  the  condition  on  which  he  accepted  the 
“ office  of  Secretary  was,  that  its  duties  should  be  made  in  all  respects  secon- 
“ dary  and  subordinate  to  his  professional  avocations.’  ” 

The  undefined  and  almost  unlimited  authority  exercised  by  the  Secretary 
exhibits,  in  the  judgment  of  Your  Committee,  an  obvious  defect  in  the  consti- 
tution and  management  of  the  Board,  since  he  possessed,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  more  detailed  statement,  the  entire  control  over  the  funds  and 
disbursements  of  the  Commission,  of  the  preparation  of  its  works,  of  the 
engagements,  salaries  and  duties  of  all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Commission, 
and  of  the  distribution  of  all  its  publications. 

Finances. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee,  that  the  finances  of  the  Commission  from 
the  earliest  period  have  been  conducted  in  a very  unsatisfactory  manner. 

The  Secretary  states  that  the  Commissions  previous  to  the  present  “ nowhere 
“ recorded  their  receipts  and  payments  and  that  “ 360,000 1.  and  more 
" passed  through  their  hands,  and  there  is  no  trace  of  it  whatever.” 

The  present  Commission  appears  to  have  received  Parliamentary  grants  to 
the  amount  of  48,500 1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  “ prior  to  1831 
“ could  have  obtained  money  to  any  amount  from  the  King’s  Printers and 
from  180?  to  1830,  a sum  of  49,750 1.  3 s.  2 d.  was  advanced  by  them.  The 
present  Secretary  appears  to  have  possessed  a power  of  borrowing  to  the 
amount  of  10,000  l.  from  the  bankers,  of  which  he  has  availed  himself,  on  the 
acquiescence  but  without  the  direct  authority  of  the  Commission ; .leaving 
doubts  in  his  own  mind  whether  money  so  borrowed  was  on  his  “ individual 
“ responsibility  or  on  that  of  the  Board.”  The  annual  grant  was  always 
absorbed  before  it  was  received. 

Some  accounts  have  been  kept  by  the  present  Secretary,  but  even  these  are 
loose  and  unsatisfactory.  The  money  voted  by  Parliament  was  paid  over  into 
the  hands  of  a banker,  from  whom  it  was  drawn  by  the  Secretary's  cheques  ; 
and  it  appears  that  “ the  Board  never  previously  made  an  order  for  payment,” 
and  that  disbursements  “ amounting  to  700  /.  or  800  l.  for  particular  objects 
“ were  incurred,  and  not  known  to  the  Commissioners  until  their  audit.” 

Mr.  Protheroe  informed  Your  Committee  that  he  for  the  first  time  became 
acquainted  with  the  large  outlay  which  was  being  made  for  the  Library  and  the 
Foreign  Collections,  while  auditing  the  accounts ; and  it  seems  it  was  in  this 
way  also  that  Mr.  Hallam  got  any  information  on  these  points. 

It 
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It  appears  that  without  any  authority  from  the  Commission,  a large  Library 
of  what  the  Secretary  calls  Pakeographical  boohs,  has  been  purchased  at  a 
cost  of  1,576  I.  13  a.  3d.  Some  books  purchased  at  former  times  have  been 
sold  or  exchanged ; the  existing  Library  is  kept  at  the  Secretary’s  chambers  in 
New  Boswell  Court.  Whether  the  books  were  necessary  or  not,  and  whether 
they  have  been  well  or  in  selected,  it  appears  to  Your  Committee  that  an  Question  6604. 
expense  of  this  magnitude  should  not  have  been  incurred  without  the  know-  p , 
ledge  of  the  Commission.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  books  were  generally  Ev,  i^afeq. 
made  useful  for  the  purposes  of  the  Commission.  In  the  absence  of  an  acces-  “r'  Hallam's  Ev, 
sible  catalogue,  the  employment  of  them  must  have  been  very  limited;  and  Mr.Cooper's Ew, 
Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Cole  state,  that  they  have  been  put  to  m 7Ha,&  Ev 
considerable  expense  in  the  purchase  of  books  needed  by  them  in  the  execution  3683. 
of  duties  assigned  them  by  the  Commission;  copies  of  which  books  appear  to  Ev:,®??””’3 
have  been  all  the  while  existing  in  the  Library  of  the  Commission.  Mr.’ Cole's’  Ev, 

It  is  stated  in  the  Return  to  Parliament  in  defence  of  the  formation  of  this  3Coo 
Library,  that  it  was  intended  for  the  use  of  a School  of  Young  Transcribers ; 2947. 001”  ’ r' 
but  of  this  School  no  such  satisfactory  account  has  been  obtained  by  Your  FSg'””’5’ 
Committee,  as  would  authorize  such  an  appropriation  of  the  Public  Money.  Mr?  Petries  Ev, 

One  result  of  this  unsatisfactory  management  is  to  be  found  in  the  accu-  Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev, 
mulation  of  the  debt,  the  amount  of  which  has  already  been  reported  to  Your  p 1 . 

Honourable  House  by  Your  Committee.  In  the  last  Returns  made  to  Par- 
Iiament,  a confusion  exists  between  what  are  called  debts  and  what  are  “r8'0c?le’s  E?'' 
called  liabilities.  The  expenses  actually  incurred  by  the  former  Commission  Mr.  Stevenson's 
are  distinguished  as  debts  ; those  incurred  under  the  present  Commission,  in  seq' 

continuation  of  undertakings  originally  entered  upon  by  the  former  Commis-  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
sion,  are  classed  as  “ liabilities  ” of  the  former  Commission.  It  will  be  found  Ev’’  s837' 
that  in  the  10th  days  examination  this  matter  has  been  very  minutely  inves-  27  April, 
tigated,  from  Questions  2492  down  to  2562.  From  the  answers  to  these,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  actual  debt  inherited  by  the  present  Commission  from  its 
predecessors,  amounted  to  between  15,000  l.  and  16,0001.  During  the  two  Mr.  Cooper's  Ev, 
first  years  of  its  existence  the  present  Commission  very  properly  suspended  25s6' 
the  greater  part  of  the  publications  then  going  oh,  and  paid  off  the  greater 
part  of  this  debt.  It  appears  that  the  Commission  being  then  desirous  Ibid.  2535.8137-8. 
of  proceeding  with  new  works,  an  application  was  made  to  Lord  Althorp 
to  request  from  Parliament  the  payment  of  what  remained  of  this  debt. 

This  Lord  Althorp  refused  to  do ; upon  which  the  Board  had  recourse  to 
a system  of  credit.  Since  this  period,  or  for  the  most  part  since  this  period,  Mr.  Cooper'.  Ev, 
it  has  contracted  its  actual  debt,  which  is  stated  to  have  amounted,  on  3557-  ’ 

the  27th  April,  to  more  than  20,000  /.  Since  then  again,  it  appears  from  a 
subsequent  examination  that,  by  the  5th  of  July,  probably  about  2,000  l.  more 
had  been  incurred.  It  appears,  therefore,  likely  that  the  whole  of  the  actual 
debt  of  the  Commission  amounts  to  between  23,000  l.  and  24,000  /.  That  of  Mr,  Cooper’s  Ev, 
this  about  750  l.  is  due  for  expenses  actually  incurred  by  the  former  Board;  3557' 
and  that  the  remainder  has  been  incurred  by  the  present  Commission.  Com- 
paring the  actual  debt  with  that  which  the  present  Commission  inherited  from 
its  predecessor,  it  appears  to  the  Secretary  that  the  former  left  a debt  of 
between  16,0001.  and  17,000/.;  and  on  the  same  authority,  that  the  latter 
has,  in  the  course  of  five  years,  augmented  this  debt  to  about  24,000  L In 
fact,  inasmuch  as  it  is  stated,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  'old  debt  had  been 
paid  off  in  the  year  1 832,  it  may  be  said  that  the  greater  part  of  the  existing 
debt,  of  near  24,000  Z,  has  been  incurred  within  the  last  four  years.  Your 
565-  e Committee 
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Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev.  Committee  feels  itself  bound  in  justice  to  remark,  that  an  improved  system 
7932.  7941-  was  suggested  in  January  last  by  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev.  and  its  adoption  determined  on  by  the  Board,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  adopted ; 
7937. 8x10,  et  seq.  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  the  improved  system  first  proposed  to  be  adopted  in  the  sixth  year  of 
the  duration  of  the  Commission  depends  on  nothing  but  the  continued  appli- 
cation of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  directed  his  attention  to  a 
subject  which  had  escaped  the  notice  of  his  predecessors. 


Preparation  of  Works,  and  Engagements  of  Sub-Commissioners,  Editors,  fyc. 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev. 
1896. 

Mr.  Allen’s  Ev„ 
7395- 


Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev,, 
2719-2724. 


Sir  H.  Nicolas’s 
Ev.,  4203. 


Mr.  Hardy’s  Me- 
morial, App. 

Mr.  Cooper's  Ev., 
1280.  i). 

Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
4913- 

Mr.  Holbrooke’s 
Ev.,  1257  et  seq. 
Mr.  Illingworth’s 
Ev., 


The  choice  of  works  for  publication,  the  selection  of  Editors,  and  the  regu- 
lation of  the  cost  at  which  the  works  were  to  be  produced,  appears  to  hare 
been  left  in  great  measure  to  the  Secretary.  He  himself  states  that  it  was 
left  to  himself,  with  Lord  Brougham  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker.  Mr.  Allen 
imagined  that  this  was  done  first  by  Lord  Brougham  and  then  by  Lord  Can- 
terbury. Satisfactory  Estimates  seem  rarely  to  have  been  presented  to  the 
Board.  'The  Editors  appear  to  have  been  engaged,  and  the  works  commenced, 
without  its  authority.  Orders  of  the  Board  for  the  different  publications' were 
produced  before  Your  Committee,  and  it  is  said  by  the  Secretary  that  nothing 
but  specimens  had  been  printed  before  these  were  obtained.  It  appears, 
however,  from  the  slightest  comparison  of  the  return  from  the  King’s  Printer, 
given  in  the  Appendix,  with  the  orders  of  the  Board  relating  to  printing  and 
publishing,  also  given  there,  that  the  Secretary  was  mistaken  in  this  point, 
and  that  some  volumes  or  parts  of  volumes  were  worked  off  long  before  any 
order  for  their  commencement  had  been  obtained.  Thus  the  order  for  the 
publication  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis’s  Introduction  to  Doomsday-book,  bears  date 
on  9th  March  1833  ; but  the  first  sheets  for  this  work  appear  to  have  been 
printed  off  in  the  preceding  May.  The  order  for  engaging  Sir  H.  Nicolas  to 
proceed  with  the  printing  of  the  Privy  Council  Books,  bears  date  1st  June 
1833  ; the  King’s  Printers’  return  shows  that  part  of  the  work  had  been  printed 
off  on  the  13th  January  1833. 


The  Commission  directs  the  work  of  editing,  among  the  rest,  to  be  performed 
by  “ Sub-Commissioners but  compliance  with  this  injunction  has  been  an 
exception  to  the  general  practice  of  the  Commission.  The  engagement  with 
the  Editor  has  generally  been  most  informal  and  loose.  A written  agreement 
or  rather  memorandum  of  the  roughest  kind,  was  procured  by  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas,  who  states  that  he  “ found  the  utmost  difficulty  in  obtaining  it.” 
lins  is  the  only  document  of  the  kind  (excepting  the  agreement  of  Sir  F. 
Palgrave)  of  which  Your  Committee  has  any  knowledge.  The  other  editors 
were  engaged,  their  payment,  and  the  task  they  were  to  perform  for  it  specified 
by  the  Secretary,  either  by  word  of  mouth  or  in  a note  unaccompanied  with 
any  order  of  the  Board.  The  effect  of  this  irregularity  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
disputes  which  have  taken  place  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  most  of  the  editors, 
or  the  causes  of  complaint  which  have  arisen  on  either  side,  as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  Evidence  quoted  in  the  margin. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee  advisable  that  the  Treasury  should  investigate 
and  settle  the  various  pecuniary  claims  of  these  gentlemen. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  Secretary’s  irregularity  was  productive  of 
very  unsatisfactory  effects  ; and  Your  Committee  begs  to  call  the  attention  of 
The  House  to  the  Statement  made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  on  that  point. 

The  Commission  specifically  enjoins  that  the  work  of  methodizing,  arranging 

and 
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and  calendaring  the  Records,  shall  be  performed  by  Sub-commissioners.  Except 
in  the  case  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  work  of  this  kind  appears  never  to  have 
been  entrusted  to  any  Sub-commissioner  besides  Mr.  Caley.  Mr.  Petrie  is  a 
Sub-commissioner  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing  the  work  entitled 
“ Materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain.”  Mr.  Hunter  is  the  only  other 
Sub-commissioner. 

Mr.  Hunter  has  a formal  appointment  by  a Minute  of  the  Board,  which 
specifies  no  particular  services  or  fixed  salary:  these  are  settled  by ’private 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Cooper.  The  business  of  arrangement,  and  frequently 
the  preparation  of  valuable  works  for  the  Press,  have  been  confided  to 
gentlemen,  whom  Mr.  Cooper  frequently  designated  with  the  title  of  Sub- 
commissioners, though,  as  the  Board  has  since  decided,  they  were  Clerks 
liable  to  receive  their  dismissal  at  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Cooper.  This 
erroneous  application  of  the  term,  the  Secretary  attributes  to  the  ordinary- 
carelessness  of  familiar  conversation  and  correspondence.  Unfortunately, 
however,  his  habitual  use  and  recognition  of  the  term,  as  applied  to  them’ 
coupled  with  the  circumstance  of  the  duties  which  they  performed  being 
precisely  those  assigned  by  the  words  of  the  Commission  to  Sub-commis- 
sioners, appears  to  have  had  the  effect  of  making  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole 
conceive  themselves  to  be  Sub-commissioners,  and  as  such,  liable  to  receive 
their  dismissal  only  from  the  Board. 

Your  Committee  cannot  but  condemn  this  deviation  from  the  course  pointed 
out  in  the  Commission,  inasmuch  as  it  tends  to  vest  very  important  functions 
in  the  hands  of  a person  irresponsible  to  the  public,  and  to  place  a number  of 
individuals  of  education  and  sensitive  feelings  in  a situation  of  unseemly 
dependence  upon  an  individual.  Your  Committee  cannot  but  sympathize  in 
the  feelings  of  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  and  Mr.  Protlreroe,  at  a position  so  degrading 
to  literature  and  men  of  letters.  For  it  appears  that,  according  to  tins 
practice,  engagements  with  editors,  and  other  persons  employed  in  the 
performance  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  Commission,  are  too  much 
left  to  the  Secretary ; that  publications  are  liable  to  be  undertaken  and 
suspended,  appointments  made  and  revoked,  and  salaries  given  and  taken  away 
at  his  discretion,  and  without  sufficient  cognizance  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 


Mr.  Stevenson’s 
Ev.,  3748  to  3758 
Ibid.  3756. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 

2905. 

Mr.  Hunter’s  Ev., 
3 >99. 

Mr.  Hunter’s  Ev., 
3222  et  seq.,  and 
3201-3208. 

Mr,  Stevenson’s 
Ev.,374>- 


SirH.  Nicolas’ 
Ev.,  4215. 

Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  1600. 


Distribution. 

None  of  the  works  prepared  by  the  Record  Commissions  have  been  sold 
at  a remunerating  price ; nor  was  this  perhaps  to  be  expected.  The  sale  of 
works  of  the  present  Commission  has  produced  altogether  no  more  than 
7741.  3s.j  the  Commission  has  therefore  professed  to  render  them  of  the 
ufinost  avail  to  the  public  at  large,  and  more  especially  to  those  engaged  in 
historical  and  legal  inquiries,  by  presenting  copies  of  them  to  various  public 
libraries ; the  business  of  distribution  has  consequently  been  one  of  great 
importance.  Mr.  Protlieroe  states  that  he  was  a member  of  a Committee  of  the  Mr.  Protheroe's 
Commission  appointed  to  superintend  the  distribution  of  its  publications  ; but  Ev”  1462-«s<ih 
he  thinks  that  presents  have  been  made  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Com-  Mr.  Rich's  Ev., 
mittee ; as,  for  instance,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Bedford  Level.  The  Mr.^Coopr's  Ev 
propriety,  indeed,  of  sending  such  publications  to  such  a body,  as  well  as  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  appears  to  your  Committee  somewhat  dubious.  “if  et°"°£ 

Ilns  business,  indeed,  like  most  others,  appears  to  have  been  left  too  much  to  *°  6329- 
the  Secretary’s  discretion. 
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Appendix  (C-) 

Mr.  Cooper's  Ev., 
7869. 7923-4. 


Mr.  Morton’s  Ev., 

5236. 

Sir  T.  Phillips’  Ev., 
7544- 

Mr.  Hardy’s  Ev., 
3684.  3686. 


Mr.Thomson’s 
Ev.,  3797*- 


Of  the  uncontrolled  power  vested  in  Mr.  Cooper  over  the  distribution  of 
the  publications,  a singular  proof  was,  however,  afforded  by  an  occurrence 
which  took  place  during  the  sitting  of  Your  Committee.  Various  gentlemen 
were  summoned,  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioners  who  were  Members  of 
Your  Committee,  to  give  Evidence  as  to  the  utility  and  satisfactory  execution 
of  the  various  publications  of  the  Commissions.  It  appeared  in  the  course  of 
an  Examination  of  one  of  them,  that  he  had  been  requested  to  appear  as  a 
Witness,  and  that  at  the  same  time  a number  of  the  publications  of  the  Com- 
mission had  been  forwarded  to  him.  On  inquiry  from  the  Secretary,  it  appeared 
that  the  same  course  had  been  pursued  with  respect  to  most  of  the  other 
gentlemen  examined  under  similar  circumstances,  and  a great  many  of  the 
others  whom  it  was  at  one  time  in  contemplation  to  call.  A Return  was 
ordered  from  the  King’s  Printer  of  all  books  sent  as  presents  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year,  which  is  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

The  cost  of  the  works  thus  given  away  for  a temporary  purpose,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Secretary,  who  had  no  order  of  the  Board  for  this  act,  but 
had  previously  obtained  “ the  concurrence  of  some  of  the  Commissioners,”'' 
appears  from  the  best  calculation  which  Your  Committee  has  been  able  to  make 
to  amount  to  a sum  exceeding  1,000 1. 

It  has  also  appeared  from  Evidence  taken  before  Your  Committee,  that  large 
quantities,  amounting  to  16  tons,  of  the  costly  publications  of  former  Com- 
missions, have  been  sold  as  waste  paper.  It  is  true,  that  of  these  works  thus 
wasted,  some  were  the  first  volumes  of  sets,  of  the  latter  volumes  of  which  a 
reduced  number  had  been  printed.  But  in  publications  of  this  nature  a first 
volume  is  not  wholly  valueless  because  it  is  not  accompanied  by  the  second. 
And  many  of  the  works  thus  disposed  of  were  in  themselves  perfect  works : 
such  as  the  Originalia,  the  Testa  de  Neville,  the  Quo  Warranto  Rolls,  and 
Scottish  Rolls. 

IRISH  AND  SCOTTISH  RECORDS. 

The  attention  of  Your  Committee  has  not  been  directed  to  any  other  public 
Records  than  those  existing  in  the  Metropolis,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  Since  the  abolition  of  the  Irish  Record  Commission  in 
1830,  no  attention  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  Records  of  Ireland,  beyond 
that  given  by  their  various  keepers.  Your  Committee  has  not  had  the  proper 
opportunities  for  instituting  a close  or  minute  inquiry  into  these  Records.  It 
appears  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Groves,  Lord  Dunsany,  and  Mr.  Fleming, 
that  their  condition  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  that  most  of  the  defects  of  the 
English  system  appear  to  exist  to  an  equal  extent  among  the  Records  of 
Ireland.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Thomson,  that  the  condition 
of  the  Records  in  Scotland  forms  a pleasing  contrast  to  those  of  the  sister 
countries.  Collected  together  in  one  central,  ample,  commodious  and  safe 
building  in  Edinburgh,  placed  under  the  custody  of  responsible  and  most 
competent  keepers,  they  appear  to  be  kept  in  a state  of  perfect  arrangement, 
and  ample  information  as  to  their  contents  supplied  by  full  Calendars  and 
Indexes,  the  largest  of  which  has  lately  been  prepared  with  great  labour,  and, 
it  is  said,  in  a most  satisfactory  manner,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Thomson. 
The  fees  are  not  high ; and  Mr.  Thomson  contemplates  the  possibility,  and 
insists  on  the  propriety  of  reducing  them  to  “ the  lowest  possible  amount 
“ requisite  to  prevent  useless  and  vexatious  applications.” 
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defects  in  the  constitution  of  the  present  commission. 

It  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  remarks,  that  Your  Committee,  consider- 
ing it  their  duty  rather  to  examine  into  existing  defects  for  the  purpose  of 
•suggesting  remedies,  than  to  pass  in  review  the  many  and  important  services 
rendered  by  the  successive  Commissions,  has  directed  its  attention  more  to 
what  seems  to  have  been  neglected  than  to  what  has  been  efficiently  and 
satisfactorily  performed  by  those  bodies.  In  the  Evidence  will  be  found  many 
and  valuable  testimonies  to  the  utility  of  many  of  the  works  which  they  have 
published,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  executed.  Nor  is  Your 
Committee  inclined  to  deny  that  the  business  of  methodizing  the  Records  and 
rendering  them  generally  available,  is  in  progress;  and  that  the  Commission 
has  carried  on  useful  and  well-conducted  operations  of  this  nature  in  some  of 
the  Record  Offices.  In  some.  Calendars  have  been  or  are  in  preparation  under 
its  direction ; in  others  fees  have  been  reduced,  and  inconvenient  regulations 
reformed. 

But  the  Evidence  taken  before  Your  Committee,  seems  to  establish  that 
many  of  the  complaints  concerning  the  state  of  the  Records  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  1800,  are  but  too  applicable  to  their  present  state  ; and  that  some  of 
the  most  serious  evils  there  described  have  experienced  little  remedy  since  the 
institution  of  a Record  Commission.  Your  Committee,  however,  is  not  inclined 
to  impute  the  inefficiency  of  the  successive  Commissions  for  the  most  important 
purposes  of  their  institution,  to  any  fault  of  the  individuals  composing  them. 

Indeed  the  distinguished  characters  of  the  majority  of  those,  whose  names  are 
placed  in  them,  go  far  independently  of  the  Evidence  to  negative  such  a sup- 
position. But  Your  Committee  can  hence  only  draw  a stronger  inference,  that 
in  the  constitution  of  a Board,  which  contains  so  large  a portion  of  political 
ability  and  literary  talent,  yet  has  exercised  so  slight  a control  over  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  there  must  be  a radical  and  irremediable 
defect.  These  Commissions  have  experienced  the  invariable  fate  of  numerous 
Boards  entrusted  with  unpaid  work.  The  ordinary  and  unostentatious  business 
entrusted  to  them,  that  of  keeping  the  Records  in  a good  state  of  arrangement 
and  preservation,  and  giving  the  Public  sufficient  facilities  of  access  and  use, 
has  naturally  enough,  in  spite  of  its  importance,  been  considered  as  of  inferior 
interest,  and  been  consequently  in  great  measure  neglected.  To  the  more 
ostensible  work  of  publication  they  have  paid  a larger,  but  by  no  means  syste- 
matic or  well-regulated  attention.  And  under  these  circumstances  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  has  of  course  almost  entirely  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  one  ,,  ~ 
paid  functionary,  the  Secretary.  n&.  8 ’ 

Many  supposed  advantages  from  the  plan  on  which  the  present  Commission 
is  constituted,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  realized. 

Great  stress  is  laid  on  the  importance  of  having  High  Officers  of  State  on  Mr.  Cooper'sPaper. 
the  Commission,  to  give  it  dignity,  and  facilitate  its  operations.  Some,  it  is 
supposed,  were  to  ensure  it  access  to  those  Offices,  of  which  they  possessed  the 
legal  custody.  For  this  purpose  also.  Judges  of  the  various  Courts  are  said  to 
have  been  placed  on  the  Commission.  But  there  is  ample  Evidence  of  a neces-  Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
sity  having  on  many  occasions  arisen  for  the  interference  of  these  high  official  4639. 
and  judicial  persons,  in  order  to  procure  the  Commission  sufficient  control  over 
the  different  Offices.  It  does  not  appear  to  Your  Committee  that  this  aid  has 
in  any  case  been  given  by  the  official  or  judicial  Members  of  the  Commission. 
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Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
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Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
7339- 

Mr.  Prollieroe’s 
Ev.,  1425. 

Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
7324- 

Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Ev.,  1495. 


Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
73&3-  7393  et  seq. 
Mr.  Hallam’s  Ev., 
7611  et  seq. 
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On  one  occasion  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  are  stated  to  have  stepped  in  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Board,  and  made  regulations,  which  are  said  to  he  habitu- 
ally disregarded. 

The  present  Master  of  the  Rolls  has  attended  only  at  one  of  many  Boards  to 
which  he  had  been  summoned,  that  being  the  only  occasion  “ on  which  he 
“ could  attend  without  interfering  with  the  business  of  his  Court,  which  he 
“ considered  more  important.”  “ He  does  not  think  it  possible  that  under 
“ any  arrangement  the  Record  Commission  could  make,  he  could  have  an 
“ opportunity  of  giving  that  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Commission, 
“ which  would  enable  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  it.”  “ Any  other  person 
he  should  think  would  do  quite  as  well”  in  deciding  on  the  editing  and  publica- 
tion of  antiquarian  works.  Indeed  others  “ would  have  more  time.” 

The  presence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might,  it  is  supposed,  have 
been  serviceable  in  regulating  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  Board ; and  it 
has  been  argued  that  this  Minister,  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
other  Parliamentary  Members,  would  form  a convenient  medium  of  communica- 
tion between  the  Commission,  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  Executive 
Government.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
is  the  first  who  has  ever  appeared  to  take  the  slightest  interest  in  the  business 
of  the  Board  ; and  that  he  has  only  attended  once,  when  his  attendance  appears 
to  have  been  of  great  service.  No  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment attended  from  the  formation  of  the  present  Commission  down  to  January 
last,  when  an  unusually  large  meeting  of  Commissioners  took  place  to  settle 
the  disputes  relating  to  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Cole.  It  appears  that  the  Commis- 
sion has  been,  since  the  first  period  of  its  existence,  cramped  by  the  incom- 
pleteness of  its  original  powers  ; and  that  no  one  of  its  Parliamentary  Members 
has  ever  made  any  exertion  in  either  House  to  procure  it  legislative  aid. 
The  Bill,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  Commission,  was  to  have  been  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  by  a minister,  who  was  not  a member  of  the  Board. 
The  annual  grants  have  been  moved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Allen  appears  to  think  that  the  presence  of  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury in  the  Commission,  is  desirable  “ on  account  of  his  connexion  with 
“ those  who  have  ecclesiastical  papers  under  their  charge.”  But  it  does  not 
appear  that  this  has  been  its  practical  effect. 

The  presence  of  men  of  business  in  the  Commission  might  be  supposed  to 
have  been  useful  in  giving  the  administration  of  its  affairs  a regular  and 
business-like  character ; and  that  the  historical  learning  and  literary  habits  of 
others  might  be  of  great  use  in  ensuring  the  proper  selection  and  fitting  pre- 
paration  of  the  publications  of  the  Commission.  But  the  peculiar  aptitude  of 
the  different  Commissioners  seems  not  to  have  been  turned  to  the  most  advan- 
tageous account. 

The  administration  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  Commission  appears  to  have 
virtually  rested  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary.  Possessing  authority  without 
practical  responsibility,  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  his  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Commission  should  have  been  satisfactory.  In  all  respects 
he  was  undoubtedly  more  active,  and  in  most  cases  more  regular,  than  his 
predecessor ; of  the  merits  previously  ascribed  to  the  New  Commission  a large 
portion  must  be  attributed  to  him ; but  Your  Committee  cannot  avoid  expres- 
ing its  opinion  that  his  general  mode  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mission was  irregular  and  unofficial.  The  entire  absence  of  all  proper  control 
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over  his  proceedings  was  a natural  cause  of  such  a result;  and  at  the  same 
time  a necessary  consequence  of  the  defective  constitution  of  the  Commission. 

REMEDIAL  MEASURES. 

It  is  with  some  hesitation  that  Your  Committee,  after  this  Summary  of  the 
present  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  Public  Records,  and  the  errors  into  which  the 
various  Commissions  have  fallen,  ventures  to  offer  certain  suggestions  by  the 
adoption  of  which  it  thinlrs  that  much  might  be  done  for  the  securing  an 
efficient  management  of  this  business.  In  spite  of  the  incomplete  results 
which  have  been  produced  after  the  expenditure  of  half  a million  of  money 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Parliament  will  not  despair  of  being  able  to  render  our 
Ancient  Records  fully  available  for  the  establishment  of  legal  rights  and  the 
promotion  of  sound  historical  knowledge. 

Your  Committee  in  remarking  on  the  defective  management  of  past  Com- 
missions has  attributed  their  errors,  not  to  any  peculiar  incapacity  or  negli 
gence  of  the  individuals  who  composed  those  Commissions,  but  to  the  defective 
principle  which  has  pervaded  the  constitution  of  all  those  different  bodies 
Our  experience  of  them  furnishes  but  one  additional  and  almost  superfluous 
proof  of  the  folly  of  expecting  efficient  labour  and  systematic  care  at  the  hands 
of  a numerous  body,  unpaid  for  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and  occupied  by 
.other  avocations  of  a more  important,  a more  imperative,  and  a wholly  foreign 
nature.  The  defect  being  in  the  system,  it  is  the  system  which  must  be  altered  ■ 
and  Your  Committee  can  expect  no  substantial  or  permanent  improvement  of 
the  present  state  of  things,  until  it  sees  the  present  Commission  replaced  by 
one  constituted  on  an  entirely  different  principle.  3 

The  most  important  business  which  falls  within  the  province  of  those  who 
are  entrusted  with  the  management  of  Records,  is  that  of  their  proper  custody 
T e first  and  most  obvious  defect  in  the  present  system  is  that  the  Records  Mr.  Cooper's  Sum- 
aie  deposffed  in  different  and  widely-scattered  buildings,  and  entrusted  to  a m‘,y’  App' <BJ 
multitude  of  imperfectly  responsible  keepers.  The  advantages  of  having  all  the 
Records  of  a country  placed  under  one  custody,  in  one  central  building  are  seen 
m the  present  state  of  the  Scotch  Records.  The  Witnesses,  whose  opinion  is 
entitled  to  the  greatest  respect,  acknowledge  the  feasibility  and  the  importance 
of  erecting  a General  Record  Office,  into  which  all  the  Records  of  the  country 
might  be  collected.  Your  Committee  does  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  erec- 
tion of  such  an  edifice,  as  the  first  and  perhaps  most  essential  step  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  present  system.  The  spot  known  as  the  Rolls  Estate  appears 
to  be  generally  considered  as  the  most  eligible  site  for  such  a building  ■ and  the 
present  Master  of  the  Rolls  has  informed  Your  Committee  that  he  Iks  that 

hehCelf ' W Th  T.h  *r“  Pl°Priety  ^ aPPlied  *°  S"Ch  a PUrp°Se’  and  tllat 
tw  Tf  ’ r T d°  80  y Parliameut>  would  willingly  transfer  it  for 
at  destination  It  appears  from  the  Evidence  of-  Mr.  Thomson  that  the 

a»“f°80CS  I In'  Sreat  RegiStry  °*Ce  atEdinburSh  mafba  estimated 
t about  80,000  k;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a perfectly  appropriate 

o Lr  not  be  erected  for  a simiiar  purp°se  “ “ a‘ " S 

cost,  feuch  an  expense  is  one  that,  if  Records  be  worth  preserving,  is  worth 

in  Somerset  H v & reC°lleCted  **  fte  »«*  unfit  repositories 

EeL T ‘n  T ?’°0(R’  md  tte  different  of  Exchequer 

Records,  until  they  were  lodged  in  the  Carlton  Riding  House,  are  said  to  have 

expense  bSS  1J°’000i;  and  that  a portion  of  the  Records  has,  at  this 
565  6611  ° 111  rePos*tor*eSj  fr°m  which  it  is  universally  agreed  that 
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See  also  Mr. 
Cooper’s  Paper, 
App.  (B.) 


Baron  Alderson’s 
Ev.,  7643  et  seq. 
Lord  Lyndhurst’s 
Ev.,  8193  et  seq. 
Mr.  Justice  Little- 
dale’s  Ev. 


Mr.  Allen’s  Ev., 
7321. 


Mr.  Cole’s  Ev., 
7909. 


Mr.  Protberoe’s 
Ev.,  2135-6-7. 
7640. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Ev., 
7944-5- 


they  ought  forthwith  to  be  removed,  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  sum  which 
would  necessarily  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  a General  Record  Office  might 
in  the  end  occasion  a considerable  saving. 

But  whether  such  a suggestion  be  adopted  or  not,  and  at  any  rate  even 
before  it  could  be  carried  into  effect,  it  is  most  desirable  that  one  general 
custody  over  all  the  Records  scattered  through  different  Offices  should  be  at 
once  established.  Your  Committee  is  happy  to  see  that  such  a proposal  is 
sanctioned  by  the  assent  of  the  learned  Judges,  who  were  examined  before  it. 
There  appears  to  he  no  reason  why  the  legal  custody  of  all  Records,  after  a 
certain  period  (and  this  might,  perhaps,  conveniently  commence  within  20 
years  from  their  formation),  should  not  he  vested  in  the  Record  Commission. 
This' is  analogous  to  the  plan  which  exists  in  Scotland;  and  one  great 
advantage  of  the  adoption  of  such  a system  in  this  country  would  be,  that  it 
would  obviate  the  alleged  necessity  of  having  the  legal  keepers  of  the  various 
Records  on  every  Record  Commission,  in  order  to  give  its  orders  that  effect 
which  they  ought  to  possess  from  its  own  authority,  and  not  from  the  influence 
of  any  individual  among  its  members. 

The  superintendence  of  the  business  of  arranging,  classifying  and  calendaring 
the  Records,  and  the  regulation  of  the  Offices  and  the  fees,  appears  to  be  of 
such  a nature  as  cannot  be  safely  entrusted  to  any  one,  to  whom  it  is  not 
assigned  as  a duty,  and  who  is  not  paid  for  performing  it. 

In  suggestions  handed  in  by  Mr.  Allen,  it  is  proposed  that  the  duty  of 
superintending  the  arrangement,  &c.,  should  be  discharged  by  a salaried  Inspector 
acting  under  a Commission  like  the  present.  But  it  does  not  appear  to  Your 
Committee  that  it  would  be  wise  to  entrust  this  most  important  business  of 
the  Commission  to  a subordinate  person ; or  that  it  would  be  likely  to  be  at  all 
the  better  done,  for  being  in  any  way  subjected  to  a large  number  of  unpaid 
Commissioners. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee  that  this  business  should  he  entrusted  to  one 
person,  or  at  any  rate  to  a very  small  number ; that  these  persons  should  be 
paid,  and  should  be  not  subordinate  to,  but  members  of  the  Commission.  The 
payment  of  adequate  salaries  to  one,  two,  or  even  three  Commissioners, 
might  be  speedily  saved  out  of  the  salaries  now  given  to  the  keepers  of 
various  Offices.  At  any  rate,  if  the  business  entrusted  to  a Record  Com- 
mission be  worth  the  doing,  it  is  worth  the  paying  for,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
well  done.  Gratuitous  neglect  in  the  management  of  public  business,  is  the 
result  of  a most  unwise  economy. 

To  such  paid  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Commission,  the  management  of  its  finances,  the  care  of  its 
funds,  and  the  appointment  of  Sub-Commissioners  and  others  in  its  employ, 
might  properly  be  entrusted.  Under  such  circumstances,  a further  saving 
might  be  effected  in  the  salary  of  the  Secretary,  who  receives  at  present  600 1 
a year,  besides  allowances  which  Mr.  Protheroe  says  (incorrectly,  according  to 
the  Secretary)  raise  the  whole  annual  expense  of  the  office  to  1,200 1.  or  1,300  /. 
A clerk,  or  Secretary  at  little  more  than  a clerk’s  salary,  would  suffice  for  the 
business  which,  under  such  salaried  Commissioners,  such  subordinate  officers 
would  be  required  to  perform. 

It  appears,  however,  to  Your  Committee,  that  the  selection  of  certain  of  the 
more  valuable  and  complete  Records  for  publication,  is  a work  which,  though 
it  should  be  kept  subordinate  to  the  proper  care  of  the  whole  mass  of  the 
Records,  ought  not  to  be  abandoned  or  neglected,  and  might,  under  proper 
precautions,  proceed  simultaneously  with  it.  This,  however,  is  a business 

which 
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which  does  not,  in  the  opinion  of  Your  Committee,  appear  to  require  to  he  con 
ducted  by  one  or  two  persons  alone:  on  the  contrary,  as  it  is  a matter  very 

much  dependent  on  taste,  and  on  an  ampler  acquaintance  with  various  branches 

of  learning,  and  with  the  wants  and  opinions  of  different  classes  of  inquirers 
than  is  generally  possessed  by  any  very  small  number  of  persons,  it  is  probable 
that  it  would  be  better  managed  if  a number  of  persons,  possessing  peculiar 
qualifications  in  different  branches  of  legal  or  historical  learning,  were  con- 
stituted into  a Board,  under  whose  sanction  some  of  the  more  valuable  Records 
might  be  selected  and  prepared  for  publication. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee  that  a new  Commission  might  be  so  framed 
as  to  combine  the  advantage  of  leaving  to  one,  or  a few,  such  portion  of  the 
business  as  a small  number  can  do  better  than  a large  ; and  of  deriving  advan- 
tage from  the  counsels  of  a larger  number,  in  that  department  in  which  it  is 
advisable  to  have  the  result  and  sanction  of  many  opinions.  It  would  per 
haps,  not  be  unadvisable,  in  accordance  with  some  precedents  among  oui 
public  institutions,  to  combine  some  paid  with  a large  number  of  unpaid  Com- 
missioners. To  the  paid  Commissioners  should  be  entrusted  the  whole  and 
undivided  administration  of  all  the  business  and  all  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
mission, with  a provision  that  no  publication  should  be  undertaken  without  the 
whole  of  the  Commission  being  summoned;  and  the  contemplated  work 
sanctioned  and  directed  by  their  order,  upon  a plan  to  be  laid  before  them  by 
the  paid  Commissioners. 

It  might,  perhaps,  not  be  considered  prudent  to  entrust  the  whole  of  so 
large  a business  to  one  paid  Commissioner,  and  it  might  also  be  thought  advi- 
sable that  it  should  be  entrusted  to  persons,  each  possessing  an  acquaintance 
with  some  particular  class  of  Records,  or  being  in  the  habit  of  using  them 
either  for  legal  or  historical  purposes.  With  this  view  the  whole  of  this  portion 
of  the  business  might  be  entrusted  to  as  many  as  three  paid  Commissioners. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee  that  the  numbers  of  the  Commission  ought  to 
be  greatly  reduced.  On  such  a plan  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  appoint  more 
than  eight  or  ten,  and  of  these  none  should  be  placed  on  the  Commission  ex 
effiao.  The  entrusting  these  duties  to  men  merely  because  they  have  others  to 
perform,  appears  to  be  tantamount  to  leaving  work  to  be  done  by  those  who 
are  known  to  have  the  least  time  to  do  it  in.  That  some  of  this  number  should 
be  men  of  high  station  may  be  desirable,  but  there  can  be  no  advantage  in 
limiting  His  Majesty  s choice  to  the  occupants  of  particular  Offices.  The 
whole  number  should  be  selected  on  account  of  their  qualifications  for  judging 
of  the  value  of  such  publications  to  legal  and  historical  inquirers.  ° & 

Your  Committee  thinks  it  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  to  Your  Honourable 
House,  that  no  member  of  the  Board,  whether  paid  or  unpaid,  ought  on  any 
account  to  receive  pay  for  editing  any  of  its  publications,  or  doing  any  other 
work  undertaken  by  its  order. 

It  might  be  expedient,  as  a matter  of  precaution,  that  no  transfer  of  Records 
from  one  building  to  another  should  be  permitted,  without  previous  notice 
given  to  the  Judge  presiding  over  the  Court,  to  which  they  belong,  and  without 
his  sanction.  It  would  also  be  advisable  to  adopt  some  provision  for  insuring 
an  inspection  of  the  Records  of  each  Court  of  Law  and  public  Department,  by  a 
udge  or  other  head  of  that  Court  or  Department ; that  Reports  of  the  results 
ol  such  inspection  should  be  directed  to  be  made  yearly,  and  that  these  Judges 
and  other  public  functionaries,  should  at  all  times  have  a power  of  inspecting 
the  state  of  their  own  peculiar  Records. 
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In  the  opinion  of  Your  Committee,  it  will  be  necessary  as  early  as  possible 
in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  to  pass  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  vesting  in 
the  Commission  those  powers,  without  which  its  further  continuance  would  be 
absolutely  useless. 

Among  these  powers,  it  appears  that  a Record  Commission  ought  to  be 
invested  with  some  authority  over  the  composition  of  modern  Records.  Varia- 
tions in  the  writing  and  imperfections  in  the  materials  used,  which  are 
productive  of  bad  effects,  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  guarded  against. 
The  Records  are  now  made  up  in  various  forms,  very  frequently  at  the  caprice 
of  the  attorney.  Among  the  Records  of  the  King’s  Bench,  Members  of  Your 
Committee  saw  one  of  not  more  than  20  years  of  age,  which,  owing  to  the 
defective  character  of  the  ink  or  preparation  of  the  parchment,  was  almost 
illegible. 

It  appears  also  to  Your  Committee,  that  the  Commission  should  be  invested 
with  the  power  of  selecting  from  the  great  mass  of  Records,  such  as  are 
utterly  valueless,  and  destroying  them.  In  almost  every  Office  there  are  large 
masses  of  documents  utterly  useless  to  anybody,  for  any  purpose.  Some  are 
of  such  a character  as  never  to  have  possessed  any  interest ; some  are  unim- 
portant duplicates  ; some  have  been  subsequently  enrolled,  and  formed  matter 
of  record  in  another  shape.  The  keeping  these  takes  up  valuable  room,  and 
imposes  useless  trouble.  Under  proper  precautions,  the  Record  Commission 
would  do  great  service  by  destroying  them. 

The  Commission  should  draw  up  as  early  as  possible  a General  Report  on 
the  actual  state  of  the  Records,  and  of  the  changes  it  proposed  to  effect;  which 
Report,  as  well  as  an  Annual  Report  of  proceedings,  might,  as  there  is  as  yet 
in  this  country  no  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  be  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  and  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

With  reference  to  the  publication  of  Records,  Your  Committee  begs  most 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  The  House  to  some  very  able  Reports, 
which  Monsieur  Guizot,  as  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  has  addressed  to 
the  King  of  the  French  ; and  they  refer  more  confidently  to  his  opinions,  in- 
asmuch as  that  he  is  known  to  have  united  with  the  experience  of  high 
official  situation,  the  most  distinguished  success  as  a writer  of  philosophical 
history.  It  will  there  be  found  that  the  scheme  of  publication  established  by 
Monsieur  Guizot,  was  not  limited  to  Ancient  Records,  but  that  all  the  corre- 
spondence preserved  in  the  various  offices  of  the  French  Government,  of  an 
earlier  date  than  the  close  of  the  Succession  War,  has  been  declared  public ; 
and  that  a large  collection  of  despatches  referring  to  the  origin  and  progress 
of  that  war,  copiously  illustrated  by  Monsieur  Mignet,  is  in  course  of  publica- 
tion, and  is  stated  by  Monsieur  Guizot  to  throw  an  entirely  new  light  on  many 
points  of  history. 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee  from  the  Evidence  it  has  received,  and 
from  the  best  consideration  it  could  give  to  the  subject,  that  our  Govern- 
ment should  not  remain  behind  in  this  course  of  liberality.  It  is  aware 
indeed,  that  on  special  application,  access  is  at  present  given  to  our  State 
Paper  Office,  and  that  some  of  its  earlier  contents  have  been  published ; but 
it  is  of  opinion  that  with  a view  to  increased  facility  of  access,  and  to  unity 

Pr0<'e«dinSin  publication,  the  permission  of  His  Majesty  should  be  requested 
that  all  State  Papers,  not  later  than  the  conclusion  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht, 
and  probably  as  late  as  the  Accession  of  George  the  Third,  should  be  placed 
in  the  custody  of  the  Record  Commission,  whereby  a primary  saving  would 
also  be  effected  for  the  general  objects  of  the  Commission. 

The 
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The  plan,  however,  of  Monsieur  Guizot,  was  by  no  means  limited  by  the 
public  origin  of  ancient  documents,  but  comprised  all  the  Ancient  Chronicles 
and  other  writings  which  throw  light  on  the  civil,  intellectual  and  social  history 
of  France.  A similar  undertaking  was  recommended  by  an  Address  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  referred  to  the  Record  Commission  in  the  year  1822  The 
execution  of  a work  entitled  the  “ Materials  of  the  History  of  Great  Britain,”  was 
committed  to_M,  Petne,  whose  zeal  and  acquirements  undoubtedly  fitted  him 
for  the  task  but  Your  Committee  regrets  to  find  that  the  state  of  his  health,  and 
the  natural  difficulties  of  the  subject,  have  prevented  him  from  as  yet  publishing 
even  the  first  volume  of  the  work.  Your  Committee,  looking  to  the  unanimous 
Evidence  which  they  have  received  as  to  the  present  defective  state  of  our 
National  History  particularly  in  the  earlier  periods,  and  coupling  therewith  the 
declarations  of  the  most  competent  Witnesses,  that  if  there  exist  at  this  time  a 
person  qualified  by  talent  and  character  to  supply  so  great  a National  deficiency 
as  the  absence  of  an  authentic  history  of  our  country,  the  inaccessibility  of  the 
sources  of  that  history,  would  render  it  hopeless  for  him  to  undertake  a work 

to  ThemHousPe  th  T*™06’  re0°mmends  most  strongly  and  confidently 
to  The  House,  that  the  execution  of  this  National  undertaking  should 
be  resumed  at  once  with  renewed  vigour,  and  with  such  increased8 number 
ot  editors  and  literary  assistants  as  may  be  necessary,  and  that  a Special 
Grant  should  be  yearly  voted  by  Parliament,  of  such  amount  as  may  suffice 
to  ensure  its  completion  at  the  earliest  period,  consistent  with  the  correct- 
ness  and  completeness  of  its  execution. 


Mr.  Rowley  Lascelles. 

Tee  Petition  of  Mr.  Rowley  Lascelles,  which  was  referred  to  Your  Com- 
mittee by  The  House,  relates  to  a subject  not  directly  connected  with 
the  more  immediate  object  of  its  inquiries.  It  involves  a question  of 
agreement  of  a somewhat  complicated  and  obscure  nature,  on  which  Your 
Committee  must  abstain  from  expressing  an  opinion,  at  a period  of  the  Session 
which  prevents  a thorough  investigation  of  the  particulars. 

15  August  1836. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Mercurii,  29°  die  Junii,  1 836. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Pusey.  Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis.  Mr.  Charles  Williams  W ynn. 

Dr.  Bowring.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 

Motion  made  (by  Sir  Robert  Inglis ) and  question  put,  “That  Witnesses  having  been 
duly  summoned  before  this  Committee  this  day,  they  be  called  in,  and  the  examination 
pursued.”  Amendment  proposed  (by  Dr.  Boivring),  To  leave  out  from  the  word  “ That  ” 
and  to  insert  the  following : “ Mr.  Cooper  be  called  in,  and  requested  to  state  to  the 
Committee  on  what  points  he  desires  witnesses  should  be  examined.” 

Question  put.  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question. 

Ayes,  2.  Noes,  4. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis.  Dr.  Bowring. 

Mr.  Charles  Williams  Wynn.  Mr.  Pusey.3 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 


Mercurii,  3°  die  Augusti,  1836. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Bowring.  Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Mr.  Pusey.  Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Resolution  proposed  (by  Sir  Robert  Inglis),  “ That  the  Report  having  been  delivered  in 
Draft  to  the  Committee  not  sooner,  as  to  the  first  20  pages,  than  on  Saturday  last,  the 
30th  of  July,  and  the  remaining  28  pages  not  sooner  than  Tuesday,  the  2d  of  August,  viz. 
yesterday,  and  the  said  Draft  professing  to  contain  an  analysis  of  Evidence  extending,  in 
above  8,000  questions,  over  nearly  7,50  pages,  and  referring  to  such  Evidence  in  no  less 
than  386  specified  places,  besides  others  incidentally  noticed,  and  the  Appendix,  to  which 
frequent  reference  is  made,  not  having  yet  been  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee,  it  is  not  possible  for  this  Committee,  in  justice  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
inquiry  intrusted  to  them,  which  involves  the  character  and  the  fortune  of  individuals,  as 
well  as  the  reputation  of  a public  body,  and  the  interests  of  the  country  in  a large  expen- 
diture of  public  money,  to  come  to  any  Report  upon  this  subject,  and  that  it  is  sufficient 
to  lay  the  Evidence  <?n  the  Table  of  the  House.” 

Consideration  postponed. 


Veneris,  50  die  Augusti,  1 836. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Pusey.  Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Dr.  Bowring.  Mr.  Hawes. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 

Resolution  proposed  (by  Mr.  Hawes),  “That  a member  of  this  Committee  having  read  a 
communication  from  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  commenting  on  the  Draft  Report  presented  to 
(he  Committee,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Committee  also  that  a printed  paper  of  observations 
on  the  Report  alluded  to  had  been  circulated,  which  was  produced,  this  Committee  is  of 
opinion,  that  such  a proceeding  is  a breach  of  the  usage  of  Committees  of  this  House  in 
such  cases,  and  that  it  is  highly  inexpedient  in  the  slightest  degree  to  sanction  it.” 
Amendment  proposed,  (by  Mr.  Pusey,)  To  leave  out  the  words  after  “ That,”  and  to  insert 
the  following  words,— “ Sir  Francis  Palgrave  be  now  summoned  before  the  Committee.” 

Question 
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Question  pul,  " That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question. 


Ayes,  3. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers 
Dr.  Bowring. 


Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


The  Chairman  gave  his  casting  vote  in  the  negative. 

me^t  proposed\by^r!flnwef)n  To^av^out^hf^^h10116^  !r^ruu^*a)/'’01mn'^ee'''  Amend- 
follomno- words —‘‘The  Th-aft  If  ° . f 5'  tte,  WOTd  in  order  to  insen  the 

to  Sff E Palgra«  «'\°.°Titlee  ha™l  ™*>.nitt5 

that  in  order  to  doSju»tice  to  otbefwbnes..' l •"  hs  °Pmion  ob  thi’  Committee, 
as  shall  desire  to  sei  it,  if  they  shL"  h“t  fit’  wftl,  P°  ’““‘.T  “ such 

personally  affect  themselvesV  ' h k ® ’ amend  suob  1u<Mi°ns  as  shall 

Question  put.  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question. 


Ayes,  3. 

Dr.  Bowring. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Noes,  3. 
Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Villiers. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis 


The  Chairman  gave  his  casting  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Question  again  put,  « That  Sir  Francis  Palgrare  be  summoned  before  this  Committee.-' 


Ayes,  2. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Noes,  4. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 
Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 


delation*”  “ Ihat ‘he  »"><*  of  the  Report  be  now  taken  into  consi- 

to  proceed  with  the  cdnsVeTon' „f‘?he  dS  ofib?  B*£-*d  mS“nt’  “ U n°‘  eXPedie“ 
Question  put,  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  question. 


Ayes,  5. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr  Charles  Villiers. 
Dr.  Bowring. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Noes,  1. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 


Mr.  Pusey. 
Dr.  Bowring. 


Sabbati,  6°  die  Augusti,  1836. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


Veneris,  26°  die  Februarii,  1836. 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  - - p. 

Luna,  290  die  Februarii,  1836. 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  - - p. 


Mercurii,  2*  die  Martii,  1836. 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  - “P-37 

Henry  William  Hewlett,  Esq.  - p.  38 

William  Illingworth,  Esq.  - - p.  54 

Veneris,  40  die  Martii,  1836. 

Mr.  James  Rogers  - - - p.  63 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  - - p.  64 

Frederick  Holbrooke,  Esq.  - - p-  85 

Luna,  70  die  Martii,  1836. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  - - p.  87 

Edward  Protheroe,  jun.  Esq.  - p.  89 

Veneris,  u°  die  Martii,  1836. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Edward  Protheroe,  jun.  Esq. 

Luna,  140  die  Martii,  1S36. 

Henry  William  Vincent,  Esq. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Mercurii,  16°  die  Martii,  1836. 
Edward  Protheroe,  jun..  Esq. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Veneris,  22 8 die  Jprilis,  1836. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Mercurii,  2 70  die  Aprilis,  1836. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Veneris,  29°  die  Aprilis,  1836. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Luna,  2°  die  Mali,  1836. 

Thomas  Abbot,  Esq.  - 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter 

Mercurii,  40  die  Maii,  1836. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter 
Edward  Protheroe,  jun..  Esq. 

Veneris,  6e  die  Maii,  1836. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter 
John  Hodgson,  Esq.  - 
Henry  Petrie,  Esq.  _ 

Thomas  JDuffus  Hardy,  Esq.  - 

Luna,  90  die  Maii,  1836. 

Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.  - - p.  316 

Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  - - - p.  318 

Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.  - - - p.331 


p.  109 
p.  111 


P-  133 
p.  141 


P-  163 
p.  180 


p.  200 
p.  214 
P-  239 


p.  261 
p.  265 
P-275 


p.  278 
p.  291 


p.  292 

P-  293 
P-  295 
P-  305 


Mercurii,  1 i*  die  Maii,  1836. 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  k.c.  m.g.  - - p.  3^2 

Veneris,  13 0 die  Maii,  1836. 

Mr.  Henry  Coode  - - - p.  358 

Henry  Joseph  Gamier,  Esq.  - - p.362 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave  - P-369 


Luna,  160  die  Maii,  183 6. 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas  - 

Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.,  f.s.a. 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  - 

Mercurii,  180  die  Maii,  1836. 
Joseph  Parkes,  Esq.  - 
Henry  Cole,  Esq.  - 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Langdale 

Veneris,  20  die  Maii,  1836. 
Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.  - 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas  - 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  - 


P-  377 

P-  386 

P-  394 


p.  404 
p.  408 
p.  414 


P-  423 
p.  426 
p.  426 


Veneris,  30  die  Junii,  1836. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  - p.  440 

Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  Adlington  - - p.447 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  - - - - p.  453 

Luna,  6*  die  Junii,  1836. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  - - - - p.  461 

Mercurii,  15°  die  Junii,  1836. 

Robert  Benson,  Esq.  - - - p.  466 

John  Gage,  Esq.,  f.s.a.  - - p-  470 

Hudson  Gurney,  Esq.  - - - p.  475 

The  Rev.  Edward  Groves  - - p-  477 

Thomas  Stapleton,  Esq.,  f.s.a.  - p.  481 

Hudson  Gurney,  Esq.  - P- 485 

The  Rev.  James  Morton,  b.d.  - p.  487 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave  - - - p.  488 

Veneris,  1 70  die  Junii,  1836. 

John  Murray,  Esq.  - P-491 

Owen  Rees,  Esq p.  493 

Edward  Baines,  Esq.,  m.p.  - - p.  496 

Sir  Frederick  Madden  - - - p.  503 

Sir  Henry  Ellis  - - - - p.  507 

Luna,  200  die  Junii,  1836. 

Rowley  Lascelles,  Esq.-  - - p.  511 

J.  H.  Merivale,  Esq.,  f.s.a.  - - p.  516 

George  Spence,  Esq.  - - - p.  525 

John  Bowyer  Nichols,  Esq.,  f.s.a.  p.  531 
John  Bruce,  Esq.,  f.s.a.  - - p.  534 

Mercurii,  2 2°  die  Junii,  1836. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Alex.  Johnston,  bart.  p.  537 
Sir  C.  Wetherell  - - - - p.  542 

Mr.  Stephen  Sweet  - - - p.  550 
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Veneris,  240  die  Junii,  1836. 
Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.  - 
William  Fuller  Boteler,  Esq.  - 
William  Leake,  Esq.  - 
Edgar  Taylor,  Esq.  - 
Alfred  John  Kempe,  Esq.,  f.a.s.  - 
Mr.  Thomas  Palmer  - 
John  Henry  Standen,  Esq.  - 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter 
Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.  - 


Veneris,  i°  die  Julii,  1836. 


P-  553 
P-  554 
P-  556 
P-  557 
P-  559 
p.561 
p.  564 
P-  565 
P-  572  ; 


Frederick  Dawes  Danvers,  Esq. 
Mr.  George  Gunthorpe  - 
Arthur  Eden,  Esq. 

John  Allen,  Esq.  - 
Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie  - 
Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Bart.  - 
Henry  Hallam,  Esq. 

Martis,  50  die  Julii,  1836. 


Luna,,  27*  die  Junii,  1836. 


James  Colquhoun,  Esq. 
Mr.  Obadiah  Rich 


" P-573 
~ P-  574 

Edward  Wedlake  Brayley,  Esq,,  f.s.a.  p.  577 


John  Herman  Merivale,  Esq, 

Mr.  Thomas  Macdonald 
Stacey  Grimaldi,  Esq.,  f.s.a. 

Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.  - 
William  Turton,  Esq.  - 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Lancelot  Shadwell  p.  595 
William  Turton,  Esq.  - - - p. 

John  Herman  Merivale,  Esq.  - - p.  5p8 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  L.  Shadwell  - p.  598 

David  Drewe,  Esq.  - - _ p>  ^gg 


P-  579 
p.  58» 
P-  585 
P-  594 
P-  594 


Mercurii,  290  die  Junii,  1836. 


George  Frederick  Beltz,  Esq. 
Edward  Lawes,  Esq. 

H.  J.  Stephen,  Esq. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
Thomas  Wright,  Esq.  - 
Charles  Roberts,  Esq.  - 
Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.  - 
Mr.  Charles  Panton 
Mr.  William  Foxton 
Mr.  Tarver  R.  Fearnside 
Mr.  Thomas  Macdonald 


- P-599 

- p.  602 

- P-  603 

- p.  607 

- p.  611 
p.  613,616 

- p.615 

- p.617 

- p.  621 

- p.  621 

- p.624 


Edward  Protheroe,  Esq. 

| The  Hon.  Mr.  Baron  Alderson 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  - 

Mercurii,  6°  die  Julii,  1836. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Littledale 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Huntei 


Veneris,  8°  die  Julii,  1836. 
The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Sugd^n, 
Mr.  Seijeant  Merewether 
James  W.  Freshfield,  jun.,  Esq.  - 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Dunsany 
Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter 
Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq. 

Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.  - - j 

Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.  - - j 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyndhurst  - p 

Luna,  n°  die  Julii,  1836. 
George  Trundle,  Esq.  - 
Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.  - 
James  Fleming,  Esq.  - 
Thomas  Wright,  Esq.  - 


565. 


p.  624 
p.  626 
p.  628 
P-  630 
p.  642 
p.  646 
p.  651 


P-  655 
P-  857 
p.  661 
p.  678 


P-  725 
p.  680 
p.  687 


).  692 
>•  699 
P-  703 
?•  704 
3-  705 
>•  713 
).  714 
'•  715 
'•  715 
•717 


• 719 
. 720 
. 721 
, 722 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Veneris,  26’  die  Februarii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 
Mr.  Williams  Wynn. 

Mr.  Ilawes. 


Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Mr . Charles  V fillers. 
Mr.  Jervis. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Cham. 


Charles  Purton  Cooper , Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined 

t.  The  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  got  any  copies  of  the  Record  Commission  ?— I 
have  got  one  copy  of  the  Commission. 

{It  was  handed  in,  and  the  Chairman  read  the  material  parts  of  it.] 

2.  You  are  the  Secretary  to  the  present  commission,  are  you  not ? I am 

12th  oTZcTlSf  C°mmission  established  ?— The  date  of  the  commission  is  the 

at  1tll^0U  n0t  connected  whh  the  previous  commission,  were  yon  ? — Not 

5’  Are  tbere  anr  objects  comprised  in  the  present  commission  different  from 
those  of  the  previous  commission  ?— The  present  commission  specifies,  in  addition 
o the  objects  which  are  specified  on  the  former  commissions,  certain  inquiries  into 
the  duties  of  persons  having  the  custody  of  Records,  their  emolument,  and  the 
regulations  of  their  offices;  I will  state  the  passage  which  is  not  in  any  of  the 
former  commissions : “ i lie  commissioners  are  to  make  full,  diligent  and  particular 
inquiries  into  the  duties  of  the  several  officers,  clerks  and  other  ministers  having 
he  care,  custody  or  management  of  the  public  Records  in  all  their  several  depart? 
ments,  and  into  the  salaries,  lees  and  other  emoluments  and  perquisites  received  by 
such  officers,  clerks,  ministers  and  other  persons,  and  also  into  the  rules,  usages, 
and  regulations  of  the  several  Record  offices,  and  other  repositories  of  public 
Records  and  the  general  course  of  business  therein,  and  all  matters  coniected 
therewith ; and  also  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  reforms,  alterations,  amend- 
ments and  improvements  may  be  beneficially  introduced  therein,  and  how  such 
e&c™’’  d “0nSf  amendments  and  improvements  may  be  best  carried  into 

6.  Does  the  commission  provide  the  mode  in  which  these  objects  are  to  be 
accomplished  ? — No,  it  merely  directs  inquiries. 

aiJ  to  hi  m th  ?TThe  fusion  provides  the  mode  in  which  the  Records 

bltd  H 1 acduegukted>  C°Pied’  bound  and  secured,  calendared  and 

mitloners  d °f  ‘hem  prmted’  namel)b  by  the  appointment  of  sub-com- 

of  LCaw  y0U  state  ‘»  ‘bc  committee  the  means  taken  by  the  board,  and  the  names 
commit  ? TClfied  b/  tbe  commission,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
comnnssion  P-I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  state  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  com- 

repairing! binding,  &c!  PartlCU‘ar  head'  of  methodizing  and  digesting,  sorting, 

°'33‘  A 9-  But 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
26  February  1836. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
26  February  1836. 


9.  But  without  confining  it  to  that  particular  head,  can  you  give  the  Committee 
the  names  of  the  persons  forming  the  board,  the  number  of  times  which  the  board 
met,  and  the  dates  of  the  meetings? — Yes,  I will  produce  the  account  next  time 
I come. 

1 0.  By  whom  are  the  meetings  of  the  board  appointed  ? — The  meetings  of  the 
board  have  generally  been  appointed  first  of  all  by  Lord  Brougham,  when  he  took 
the  most  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  commission  ; in  the  next  place,  by  Lord 
Canterbury  ; and  latterly,  the  meetings  have  been  appointed  after  communication 
with  the  present  Speaker. 

11.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  the  meetings  have  always  been  summoned  by 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  commissioners? — The  usage  of  the  old  commission,  as 
I have  been  informed,  was,  that  whenever  there  was  any  business  to  transact,  the 
secretary  issued  a summons,  after  communicating  with  two  or  three  of  the  commis- 
sioners, who  were  in  the  habit  of  attending,  in  order  to  know  whether  the  day 
would  be  convenient  to  them. 

12.  Then  the  secretary,  in  fact,  calls  the  meetings  on  those  particular  days? — 
I rather  believe  this  was  the  custom. 

13.  Now,  will  you  confine  yourself  entirely  to  the  new  commission;  in  the 
new  commission  has  the  practice  been,  in  fact,  for  the  secretary  to  call  the  meetings 
and  to  fix  the  days  of  meeting? — I have  very  rarely  called  a meeting  without 
personally  communicating  with  one  of  the  quorum  commissioners  ; whenever  there 
was  any  business  to  transact,  I have  generally  seen  one  of  the  quorum  commis- 
sioners, in  order  to  know  whether  it  would  be  convenient  to  him  that  we  should 
meet,  and  at  what  day  and  hour,  and  at  what  place. 

14.  But,  occasionally,  you  have  called  boards  without  the  authority  of  any  of 
the  commissioners? — Certainly  not;  there  could  be  no  meeting  for  business  unless 
a quorum  commissioner  attended.  I could  not,  therefore,  well  have  called  a board 
without  previously  communicating  with  one  of  the  quorum  commissioners,  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  attend. 

15.  You  said  before, that  you  ‘‘very  seldom”  called  a meeting  without  the 
consent  of  the  commissioners  ? — I was  endeavouring  to  recollect  what  had  been 
the  usage  in  the  early  part  of  the  commission,  when  Lord  Brougham  was  chancellor. 
I had  access  to  his  private  room,  and  I may  possibly  sometimes  have  communicated 
with  one  of  his  officers,  instead  of  his  lordship.  If  I found  that  Lord  Brougham 
would  be  at  Westminster,  then  I may  have  called  a meeting  in  his  private  room 
there  without  his  immediate  direction,  inasmuch  as  I was  sure  he  would  be 
present. 

16.  When  the  board  met,  what  was  the  order  of  its  proceedings  ? — The  answer 
I am  about  to  make  is  confined  to  the  period  since  June  1832  ; it  was  in  June  1832 
that  the  commissioners  directed  that  the  Agenda  should,  previoul}'  to  the  meeting 
of  the  board,  be  printed,  and  sent  round  to  the  different  members  of  it.  It  was  on 
the  16th  of  June  1832  that  such  order  was  made.  The  Agenda  states  the  business 
to  be  transacted,  and  it  has  been  always  transacted  in  the  order  of  the  Agenda. 
The  Agenda  are  arranged  by  myself,  but  occasionally  I have  received  from  one  of 
the  commissioners  some  notice  of  motion,  which  has  been  incorporated  by  me  in  the 
Agenda. 

1 7.  But  the  business  to  be  done  by  the  board  was  generally  arranged  before  by 
yourself  in  the  Agenda  ? — Generally,  I should  say  always. 

18.  Mr.  Hawes.’]  Which  was  sent  to  all  the  commissioners? — .Yes. 

19.  Without  distinction?— Yes,  including  the  commissioners,  who  are  such  by 
virtue  of  the  offices  they  hold. 

20.  The  Chairman.]  Does  not  His  Majesty’s  Commission  direct  that  the  works 
to  be  methodized,  regulated,  &c.,  and  the  making  calendars  and  superintending 
the  printing,  shall  be  executed  by  the  sub-commissioners  ? — It  does. 

21.  Is  there  any  special  form  of  appointing  sub-commissioners? — The  only 
instance  of  the  appointment  of  a sub-commissioner  since  I have  been  secretary, 
is  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter. 

22.  Then  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter  is  the  only  sub-commissioner  that  has  ever 
been  appointed  by  the  present  commission? — Yes,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was 
appointed  by  the  old  commission. 

23.  But  he  is  a sub-commissioner  under  the  present  commission,  is  he  not  ? — Both 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  Mr.  Hunter  are  sub-commissioners  under  the  present 
commission. 

24.  But 
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24.  But  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  is  the  only  sub-commissioner  that  has  been  r p r v 

appointed  ?— Y es.  ‘ Kj0U*a  > ^ 

25.  Ml.  Williams  Wynn.]  Was  not  Mr.  Petrie  appointed  ?-Mr.  Petrie  was  26  February  .836. 
appointed  the  principal  sub-commissioner  upon  the  materials  of  the  History  of 

Britain  by  the  former  commission.  " 

26.  The  Chairman .]  Have  the  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  board  any 
other  means  than  by  a communication  from  yourself  of  knowing  that  they  are 
appointed  sub-commissioners  ?— They  haye  not,  of  knowing  officially. 

27.  Has  the  board  ever  appointed  sub-commissioners  without  functions ? 

Mr.  Hunter  was  appointed  without  any  mention  of  functions. 

28.  Have  the  commissioners  ever  appointed  a person  as  sub-commissioner 
without  specifying  any  particular  duties  for  him  to  perform  ?— Mr.  Hunter  as  I 
have  already  stated,  was  appointed  by  a resolution  of  the  board  a sub-commis- 
sioner, arid  that  resolution  did  not  specify  what  duties  Mr.  Hunter  was  to 
perform. 

29.  You  will  observe,  that  in  the  first  Annual  Report  by  the  old  commission  of 
1801,  there  is  given  a form  at  great  length  for  the  appointment  of  sub-commis- 
sioners for  particular  purposes ; now,  has  that  form  been  at  all  adhered  to,  or  any 
thing  similar  to  it,  in  the  present  commission  ?— I am  not  acquainted  with  the 
forms  observed  by  the  former  board  in  this  respect ; Mr.  Hunter’s  appointment 
look  place  on  the  22d  of  June  1833,  he  being  already  in  the  employ  of  the  board 
The  resolution  is  to  this  effect:— “The  Reverend  Joseph  Hunter.  Resolved’ 

That  the  Reverend  Joseph  Hunter  be  appointed  a Sub-commissioner.” 

30.  That  was  the  whole  order,  was  it  ? — Yes. 

31.  In  what  capacity  was  he  employed  by  the  board  before?- I think  at  that 
period  he  was  engaged  on  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus ; but  I am  not  sure  whether  it 
was  in  writing  the  Preface  to  the  Valor,  or  in  making  some  collation  of  the  printed 
text  with  the  record. 

32.  Do  you  consider  that  the  board  is  allowed  by  the  commission  to  direct 
their  works  ; the  words  are,  “ methodizing,  regulating,”  & c.  specified  in  the  commis- 
sion to  be  done  by  the  sub -commissioners,  to  be  performed  by  any  other  agency 
than  that  of  the  sub-commissioners,  or  some  other  agency  directed  by  the  com- 
missioners?—I can  only  state  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  usage  of  the  former 
commission,  which  usage  has  been  observed  by  the  present  commission.  Looking 
at  the  words  of  His  Majesty’s  Commission,  it  may  at  first  view  appear  that  every 
person  employed  in  methodizing  and  regulating  the  Records  is  to  be  considered  a 
sub-commissioner  by  virtue  of  the  work  upon  which  he  is  engaged  ; now  if  that 
be  the  case,  it  should  follow  that  every  clerk,  workman  and  labourer  in  the  employ 
of  the  board,  although  only  receiving  ten  or  twelve  shillings  a week,  is  a sub-com- 
missioner ; but  Mr.  Caley  informed  me,  that  the  former  commissioners  had  never 
regarded  any  person  as  a sub-commissioner  unless  he  had  been  appointed  such  by 
a special  order  of  the  board,  and  that  the  persons  who  were  engaged  either  as 
clerks  or  workmen  at  monthly  or  weekly  wages,  had  never  been  looked  upon  in 
any  other  light  than  that  of  persons  who  might  be  hired  one  month  or  week,  and 
discharged  the  next.  There  are  between  20  and  -SO  persons  in  the  service  of  the 
board  as  clerks,  workmen  and  labourers. 

33.  Then  are  the  works  of  methodizing  and  regulating  the  Records  performed 
by  the  sub-commissioners  ? — I should  say  in  two  instances  these  operations  have 
been  superintended  by  sub-commissioners.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  formerly,  if 
I recollect  right,  engaged  in  arranging  certain  of  the  Tower  records ; subse- 
quently, and  since  he  was  appointed  Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Chapter 
House,  he  has  superintended  the  methodizing,  regulating  and  repairing  the 
records  of  that  repository.  Mr.  Caley  was  a sub-commissioner  under  the  old 
board,  and  continues  to  be  such  under  the  new.  He  was  similarly  engaged  at  the 
Augmentation  Office,  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  at  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  and  at 
the  Chapter  House. 

34-  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  greater  part  of  these  works  were 
carried  on  by  persons  who  are  not  sub-commissioners,  and  that  you  have  only  one 
sub-commissioner  now  employed  in  it  ?— ' The  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board 
may  be  divided  into  three  or  four  classes ; the  first  sub-Commissioners,  of  whom 
there  are  two  now  in  actual  employment. 

35-  Which  of  these  is  employed  in  methodizing  and  regulating? — Sir  Francis 
rdlgrave  alone.  There  are  three  classes ; first  of  all  there  are  two  sub-commis- 

°*33*  a,  2 sioners 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq,  sioners  in  actual  employ,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter ; there 
26  February  1836.  *s  a sub-commissioner,  Mr.  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  who  was  appointed  by 
the  old  board  ; but  the  works  in  Scotland  have  been  suspended  since  1831 ; 
Mr.  Petrie  is,  or  rather  was,  a fourth  sub-commissioner;  his  work  has  been  taken 
out  of  his  hands.  Mr.  Caley  was  also  a sub-commissioner.  These  are  all  the  sub- 
commissioners strictly  speaking ; but  the  term  has  been  very  loosely  used  by  me, 
for  I have  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  all  the  editors  sub-commissioners. 

36.  You  have  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  them  all  sub-commissioners  ; do  you 
mean  in  writing  or  conversation  ? — I think  it  very  likely  both  in  conversation  and 
in  letters. 

37.  You  have  said  that  the  only  mode  in  which  the  appointment  of  a sub-com- 
missioner was  ever  communicated  to  him  was  by  yourself? — It  is  not  my  appoint- 
ment, but  that  of  the  board,  which,  however,  can  only  be  communicated  through 
the  secretary. 

38.  Then  the  only  notice  that  a sub-commissioner  would  get  of  his  appointment 
would  be  by  a communication  from  you  ? — The  only  official  and  regular  notice 
could,  I apprehend,  only  come  from  me,  as  secretary  and  the  organ  of  the  board. 

39.  But  if,  as  you  say,  you  were  in  the  habit  of  calling  people  sub-commis- 
sioners in  your  own  communications  with  them  who  were  not  sub-commissioners, 
how  were  they  to  know  that  they  were  not  sub-commissioners  .when  you  so 
called  them  ? — I called  them  so  inaccurately ; we  are  many  of  us  liable  to  use 
words  improperly ; speaking  of  editors  and  other  persons  in  the  employ  of  the 
board,  persons  of  a rank  higher  than  common  copying  clerks,  I have  no  doubt 
I often  designated  them  as  sub-commissioners  ; I recollect  it  has  been  done  on  more 
occasions  than  one. 

40.  Was  it  the  usual  mode  you  adopted  in  your  communication  with  them  to 
call  them  sub-commissioners?— I should  say  it  was  not  the  usual  mode. 

41.  These  gentlemen  performed  the  duties  specified  in  the  commission  to  be 
performed  by  sub-commissioners;  they  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  business 
specified  as  intrusted  to  them ; you  call  them  sub-commissioners  in  your  commu- 
nications with  them ; now,  do  you  not  think,  putting  all  these  circumstances  together, 

that  it  was  natural  for  them  to  suppose  they  were  in  fact  sub-commissioners? It 

is  very  possible  that  some  cf  them  may  have  supposed  they  were  sub-commissioners, 
but  I have  more  than  once,  when  I found  them  styling  themselves  sub-commis- 
sioners, pointed  out  the  inaccuracy  of  the  expression. 

d2' S??  y°U  Say  you  have always  done  so  when  they  have  so  styled  themselves? 
—Probably  not  always ; but  I recollect  one  instance  at  the  present  moment,  that  of 
JVJr.  Black,  who  had  caused  to  be  printed  upon  one  of  his  portfolios  “ Sub-com- 
missioner of  Public  Records  and  upon  seeing  the  inscription,  I remarked,  “ Mr 
Bla-ck,  you  are  not  a sub- commissioner ; but  it  is  of  no  consequence  how  you  style 
yourself.  I never  conceived  that  any  question  could  arise  upon  the  use  of  the 


43.  Do  you  not  know  that  a question  of  great  importance  arose  upon  it,  and 
which  recent  events  has  brought  into  operation,  namely,  that  the  power  of  removing' 
a sub-commissioner  is  only  placed  in  one  of  the  board  ?— With  reference  to  the 
subject  to  which  you  are  now  alluding  I would  observe 

44-  Do  you  not  admit  that  it  is  an  important  distinction  ?— I admit  that  incon- 
venience has  been  occasioned  by  the  loose  use  of  the  term  sub-commissioner : the 
next  class  of  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board  are  the  editors  or  compilers  of  par- 
ticular works,  records  or  manuscripts ; they  are  employed  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
piling and  passing  through  the  press  and  performing  other  usual  editorial  duties, 
and  upon  publication  the  engagement  with  the  board  terminates. 

45-  Mr.  Hawes.-]  Will  you  state  who  are  the  editors?— That  depends  upon  the 
works  which  are  in  progress ; I must  look  at  the  Returns  to  Parliament  to  enable 
me  to  answer  the  question  correctly  and  fully. 

^Chairman.]  Will  you  mention  some  of  the  principal  ones  f -There  is 
Sir  Hams  Nicolas,  he  is  the  editor  of  the  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Duftns  Hardy  has  the  task  of  editing  the  Rolls  of  King  John,  and 
the  earliest  of  the  other  Rolls  in  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower  of  London; 
Mr.  Charles  Roberts  is  engaged  in  editing  the  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls  at 
the  Tower,  and  the  Calendar.um  Hasrderum  ; Mr.  William  Henry  Black  edits  the 
Docquet  Book  of  King  Charles  the  First  at  Oxford.  I think  tho^e  gentlemen  are 
all  the  editors  now  employed ; hut  the  names  of  all  the  sub-commissioners,  editors, 
transcribers,  clerks,  and  workmen,  may  be  seen  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament 
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47'  Ih“l?iIt0rS  a!'e  n°‘  engaged  by  the  board,  are  they?— They  are  all 
engaged  with  the  sanction  of  the  board.  ’ ’ 11 

48.  Are  they  engaged  directly  by  the  board,  or  by  yourself ?_Bv  mvself  ~~Tr 

Tboard:  COm“°  7 make  ‘he  arrangemcnt  them, Subject  to  the  Sanction  of  7 3 

49 , ?°  [0l:  man6  a ?rmaI  communication  to  them  of  the  arrangement  as  sane- 
tioned  by  the  board,  or  do  you  transmit  the  order  of  the  board  ?— In  some  instances 
whenever  it  has  been  required,  the  order  of  the  board  has  been  transmitted  to  them 

“note' orth rnICa"0n  be“  ^ W°rd  °f  m°Uth’  aDd  S°meda-  b>'  » 

J='  Yes  TilT  thef^abit  “f  calling  these  editors  sub-commissioners,  were  you 
not  r- Yes,  I believe  often  ; I have  often,  as  I am  told,  called  Mr.  Hardy  a sub- 
commissioner. Until  late  events,  no  importance  at  all  was  attached  to  the  term 
and  perhaps  that  was  one  reason  why  no  distinction  was  drawn  between  sub-com- 
missioners,  editors  and  the  principal  clerks.  uciween  sud  com- 

51.  Has  it  occurred,  in  many  instances,  that  you  have  engaged  for  the  editing 

of  a work  merely  by  a parol  engagement,  or  by  a note  ?— Several  times.  S 

52.  Mi  Jams.]  Has  it  happened  that  you  have  engaged  individuals  to  edit 
rK  A lCrde  the  a®‘-“““VWi,h  th™  withou"  communicating  with 

the  board  f— All  such  engagements  have  been  de  bene  esse.  8 

53.  Have  you  made  that  engagement  finally  with  the  party?— Only  condition 

ally,  supposing  the  board  should  sanction  it.  J y conamon- 

•i  5ni,  Tien  the  engaSement  is  made  with  the  party,  you  entering  into  the  terms  of 
lheWS  ~1Cat‘0n  Wi‘h  th<5  b°ard’  '■*■&*  subsequent  approbltLTby 

cated  t^tht Srtv  wbithqUbnt  aPProbation  y™  say  bas  not  always  been  communi- 
cated to  the  party  with  whom  the  contract  was  entered  into  ?— It  may  not  have  been 
fonnany  communicated;  but  I apprehend  that  no  instance  can  L produced  n 
to  ™°‘  beea  communicated  by  word  of  mouth  or  note.  P 
between  Vh  How  long  a period  has  ever  elapsed,  in  your  recollection 

tc  Jd  S^ThaT’ “muTd  eng?geme,lt  and  the  ratification  of  the  engagement  by  the 
l i Upr  tb\intemls  that  tbere  were8  between  the 
and  IS?  t-  theboard-  Those  intervals  have  sometimes  been  a week  or  fortnight 
and  sometimes  several  months.  T 8“, 

heWHwS  d eV<ir  bee?  f°r  S°  }°ng  a period  as  six  months  r— No ; the  board  I 
believe,  was  never  so  long  without  meeting.  In  the  multitude  of  transactions 

hvMlI-bTt™^™1186”6?1  may’  for  a time’  have  escaped  my  attention  and  I may 

10  “ fo'™d  in  daa  “a4 ba‘  d am  no?awmZ 

with8anMediter"!'wh'  h'*6  qUe?;°n  " tb‘S  : y0U  enter  int0  a conditional  engagement 
™T  “ editor,  which  cannot  be  communicated  until  the  next  meetino- of  the  board 

w doeX  dX™  I1'"  be“  intCTVal  °f  S“  m““ths  between  the  mee«„gs  - 
brrd  ? I do  n Tl  i”  Ta  the  WOrk  before  tbe  engagement  is  ratified  bv  the 

anTtll  conditionan^rf  ‘try  Pm°n  haS  bee"  sk  months  “upon 

L L ? 7 before  tbe  arrangement  was  ratified  by  the  board. 

condition^  theie  are  mstancef  of  a man  having  been  engaged  upon  a work  bv  a 
2S  aemnftment’  w;‘hout,  the  sanction  of  the  board,  ft/  a period  of  six 
menf  has  b 1 je  tbat  tbere  IS  any  “Stance  of  that  kind.  The  engage- 

rfif  a“y  Somfi?rethan^  a specimen  set  up  by  the  Kings  printer  conditional, 
c-  tiI  0 urtber  has  been  done,  it  has  been  done  conditionally, 
been  conditioTf- “now  l y°u  bave  made  tbe  agreement  with  the  editor  have 
entered  in  thT  ’ j ’ h?n,  that  agreement  is  ratified,  is  the  ratification  of  it 
be  printed  Pwha'S-f **  °f  b°ar,d  ?_Jt  V original  e"try  that  tbe  work  shall 

ay  mind  ■ I thouiS  il  dX?!  “‘I  f Caf  \by  T example,  which  now  occurs  to 
the  Acts  ’ and  f)?d°  ‘ d b 1“  whether  the  board  would  sanction  the  printing  of 
S r Har  is  T’  ° Pnvy  C°™cil ; it  was  understood  between 

so’  provided  and  myself tbat  be  should  be  the  editor  of  that  work ; he  did 

wkat  tim.  «I  approbation  of  the  board  could  be  obtained;  I cannot  tell 

Nicohs  and  myself  andT”  tbe.arrange,ment  entered  into  between  Sir  Harris 
»f  the  board  X l “ 8 °f  tbe  board>  but  at  tbe  subsequent  meeting 

«s  Loured  was  stated  explained,  and  the  order  of  the  board 

commenced  so  ftw  ^ I?  howcver>  that  tbe  work  had,  in  the  meantime,  been 
lection  upon  the  IubiePe“t  g a ‘ °rtW0  *ype’  bUt  1 haVe  °”Iy  a vague  rectl1- 
°-33- 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  61.  The  conditional  agreement  having  been  entered  into  between  you  and  the 
editor,  when  it  is  subsequently  recognized  by  the  board,  is  it  entered  as  an  em- 
26  February  1836.  p]0ymen^  by  the  board  of  the  editor? — I can,  with  little  trouble,  if  necessary,  fur- 
nish  the  Committee  with  the  orders  made  for  the  publication  of  every  work.  I 
should  imagine  the  entry  would  run  in  this  form  : “ Produced  a proposal  by  Sir 
Harris  Nicolas,  to  print  the  Privy  Council  Records.  Ordered,  That  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas  be  authorized  to  edit  and  print  tjiis  work,  under  the  authority  of  the  board,” 

62.  The  Chairman .]  Now  will  you  go  to  the  third  class  ? — The  third  class  are  the 
clerks  and  transcribers ; Mr.  Caley  had  clerks  in  his  employ ; Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
had  and  has  clerks  in  his  employ  ; Mr.  Hunter  has  a clerk,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  has 
a clerk,  Mr.  Black  has  clerks,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  has  clerks.  There  is  a fourth 
class  of  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  commissioners ; the  clerks  and  transcribers 
make  the  third  class,  as  I have  just  stated,  and  the  workmen  and  labourers  who 
are  employed  in  the  washing,  cleaning  and  repairing  of  the  records,  form  the  fourth 
class. 

63.  With  what  work  were  these  clerks  intrusted  ; were  they  intrusted  with  such 
work  as  the  commission  specifies  as  the  work  of  sub-commissioners  ? — The  clerks? 

64.  Yes  ; for  instance,  was  any  person  whom  you  call  a clerk  intrusted  with  the 
work  of  methodizing  the  rolls,  arid  superintending  and  editing  the  works  ? — I am 
not  aware  of  any  clerk  being  employed  to  edit  any  work,  qua  clerk  in  his  character 
of  clerk. 

65.  There  was  a specific  engagement  of  him  as  editor? — Yes ; I mean  indepen- 
dent of  his  employ  as  clerk  : it  has  happened  that  a clerk  receiving  a fixed  salary 
has,  during  his  extra  hours,  been  authorized  to  edit  a work. 

66.  Is  any  clerk  intrusted  with  the  business  of  repairing  and  sorting  the  re- 
cords without  superintendents?— The  person  who  has  been  most  occupied  in  that 
department  is  Mr.  Charles  Gay  ; he  has  been  more  than  twenty  years  in  the 
employ  of  the  board.  All  the  most  important  operations  with  reference  to  clean- 
ing and  repairing  and  sorting  the  records  have  been  carried  on  by  him  and  work- 
men under  him  : those  operations  have  been  carried  on  at  the  Chapter  House,  at 
the  Augmentation  Office,  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  at  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
Office.  At  the  Rolls  Chapel  and  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  the  workmen  have 
of  course  been  controlled  and  overlooked  by  the  keepers  of  the  records  in  those 
offices.  Mr.  Caley  also,  during  his  life,  superintended  the  work  in  the  two  last- 
mentioned  repositories,  as  of  course  he  did  in  the  office  of  which  he  was  keeper. 

67.  Has  any  person  whom  you  call  a clerk  ever  been  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  methodizing  and  arranging  records? — Yes,  Mr.  Cole. 

68.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers. ] W as  Mr.  Cole  a clerk  ? — -Yes,  Mr.  Cole  was  a clerk : 1 
ought  to  state  to  the  Committee  that  a question  was  raised  lately  whether  he  was  a 
sub-commissioner  or  a clerk ; that  question  was  brought  before  a board,  which 
met  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s,  and  it  was  then  decided  that  Mr.  Cole 
was  a clerk. 

6 g.  Chairman.]  But  Mr.  Cole  had  been  intrusted  with  the  business  of  arranging 
and  methodizing  the  records  ?— Yes,  even  during  Mr.  Caley ’s  life-time  he  was 
intrusted  with  the  operation  of  methodizing  and  arranging  in  certain  offices  the 
records  which  were  in  the  course  of  being  cleaned,  repaired  and  bound,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  keepers  of  the  records. 

7CV  Who  was  the  keeper  of  the  records  which  Mr.  Cole  was  intrusted  with?— 
Mr.  Caley  ; but  upon  his  death  the  keepership  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Record 
remained  vacant. 

71.  Then,  in  fact,  Mr.  Cole,  who  was  the  clerk,  was  intrusted  with  the  whole 
management  of  this  business? — Upon  Mr.  Caley ’s  death,  a question  arose  incon- 
sequence ot  an  omission  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  remodelling  certain  depart- 
ments of  the  Exchequer,  as  to  the  right  to  the  custody  of  the  Augmentation  Office 
Record.  Mr.  Vincent,  as  King’s  Remembrancer,  claimed  to  be  keeper ; but  th,e 
board  was  unwilling,  for  reasons  which  I need  not  now  state,  to  give  up  to  that 
officer  the  possession  of  records  in  the  sorting,  cleaning,  repairing  and  binding, /of 
which  so  much  time  and  money  had  been  bestowed,  and  an  application  was  made, 
to  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject;  the  result  was,  that  the  possession  remained 
with  the  hoard  until  recently.  A letter,  addressed  by  Lord  Abinger  to  the  Tiea- 
suiy,  was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  from  which  it  appeared 
lus  lordship  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Vincent  is  the  legal  custos  of  the  records  in 
question ; they  are  now  under  the  care  of  one  of  his  officers. 

jji.  $ut 
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72.  But  Mr.  Cole, .being  a clerk,  was  intrusted  with  the  business  of  method izino- 
and  arranging  these  records?  —Mr.  Cole  performed  similar  duties  to  those  performed 
by  Mr.  Charles  Gay,  as  I believe. 

' 73.  Mr.  Charles  VUliers.)  Was  Mr.  Caley  the  responsible  person  ?— Mr 
Caley  is  dead. 

74.  Mr.  Williams  Wynn.']  But  during  Mr  Caley ’s  life-time  how  was  it?— Mr. 
Caley,  as  a sub-commissioner,  had  the  superintendence  of  the  operations  in  the 
different  offices  I have  mentioned. 

7 5.  The  Chairman .]  Was  Mr.  Cole  at  any  time  qua  clerk  employed  in  metho- 
dizing and  arranging  the  records  ? — He  was  ; the  arrangement  under  which  Mr. 
Cole  had  the  direction  of  the  work  was  temporary  until  such  time  as  the  question 
could  be  settled  whether  Mr.  Vincent  was  the  legal  keeper  or  not. 

76.  How  long  did  this  temporary  arrangement  last  r — From  Mr.  Caley’s  death 

which  took  place  in  the  month  of  April  1834,  until  Mr.  Cole’s  discharo-e  in  Decem- 
ber last.  0 

77-  Jervis.]  Was  Mr.  Cole  employed  in  the  Augmentation  Office  under 
Mr.  Caley  ?— Yes. 

78.  Are  you  sure  of  that?-!  am;  during  Mr.  Calev’s  life-time  the  principal 
operations  were  carried  on  at  the  Augmentation  Office  ; Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Charles 
Gay  were  the  persons  who  directed  those  operations,  and  Mr.  Caley  superintended 
as  regards  all  the  records  I have  mentioned. 

79.  Are  you  certain  of  that?— I am  ; Mr.  Cole  was  first  employed  in  sortinc 

&c.  the  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office.  ‘ 

80.  The  Chairman .]  Under  whose  superintendence? — I consider  I was  respon- 
sible for  Mr.  Cole’s  performance  of  his  duty.  F 

81.  Was  it  under  your  active  superintendence  ?— No  ; if  the  Committee  will 
illow  me,  I will  state  what  I recollect  of  the  first  employment  of  Mr.  Cole.  The 
•ecords  were  removed  from  the  wooden  shed  in  Westminster  Hall  to  the  King’s 
Views  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1832  : I was  aware  of  the  great  historical  and 
irchaeological  value  of  the  miscellaneous  records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
lepartment ; and  whilst  the  removal  was  in  progress,  I applied  to  several  officers  of 
he  Exchequer,  and,  among  others,  to  Mr.  Vanderzee,  a sworn  cleric,  and  who  had 
Drmerly  been  a sub-commissioner,  Mr.  Adlington,  one  of  the  side  clerks  and  Mr 
.rickey,  the  bagbearer,  to  undertake,  under  the  authority  of  the  board,  the  sorting 
nd  cleaning  of  these  records,  which  they  did,  and  the  work  was  carried  on  until 
'inter,  when  Mr.  Vanderzee  and  Mr.  Adlington  discontinued  their  operations  • at 
11s  time  l was  not  quite  satisfied  with  their  progress,  and  Mr.  Robert  Thomson 
nother  side  clerk  in  the  Exchequer,  having  introduced  himself  to  me,  I proposed' 
ut  he  should  accept  a similar  employ  to  that  of  Mr.  Vanderzee  and  Mr.  Adlinoton 
'Inch  he  willingly  did,  declining,  however,  all  remuneration  for  his  trouble ; and  it 
emg  too  cold  to.  work  at  the  King’s  Mews,  the  records  were  taken  a small 
ortion  at  a time  in  sacks  to  the  house  in  Boswell  Court,  where  the  operation  of 
leaning  and  repairing  was  carried  on  for  several  weeks,  probably  for  several  months 
am  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  time.  I think  it  was  about  the  spring  of  1833  when 
lr.  Cole  who  had  left  the  service  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  occurred  to  me  as  a 
erson  who  might  be  exceedingly  useful  in  assisting  in  the  work  that  was  then 
oing  on,  and  he  was  accordingly  engaged  as  a clerk. 

82.  Engaged  by  you  as  your  clerk  do  you  mean  ?— Yes,  to  assist  in  the  work 
63-  His  engagement  was  only  from  you,  and  not  from  the  board  l— Yes  his  en- 
agement  was  from  me;  as  well  as  I recollect,  Mr.  Cole  was  employed  for  some 
eeks  in  Boswell-court ; when  the  fine  weather  came,  I rather  think  the  operations 
ere  transferred  again  to  the  Mews  ; soon  after  that  time,— I may  be  wrono-  but  I 
m only  state  these  matters  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  ; there  are  abundance  of 
■ pts, whlch  WI''  s.ho"  h,ow  the  was,  —soon  after  that  time,  the  permission 

raSL  was  obtained  that  the  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
0 r«S,i°cffice  might  be  rePaired  in  the  Augmentation  Office, 

8 , 7,“  was  as  your  clerk>  was  if  ?— All  this  as  my  clerk. 

; HgMr-  Cole  has  been  in  fact  employed  for  about  three  years  I— From  the  spring 

e rec  frd°m-tb.au  liI’ December  he  was  employed  in  arranging  and  methodizing 

ecords  in  the  two  offices  as  your  clerk  ?— As  my  clerk,  1 mean  as  the  clerk  of 
e board,  engaged  by  me. 

87.  His  engagement  was  from  you  ?— It  has  always  been  the  usage  of  the  board 
me  sub-commissioners  or  secretary  to  engage  the  clerks  and  workmen; 

'J3'  ^4  88.  He 
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C.P.Cooprr,  Esq.  88.  He  was  solely  employed  under  your  authority? — Yes;  but,  like  all  other 

persons  paid  by  the  board,  if  that  authority  were  abused,  if  he  were,  for  instance 

26  February  1836.  improperly  discharged,  he  might  appeal  to  it. 

89.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley.]  He  was  not  engaged  as  your  clerk,  but  as  clerk  of  the 
board  ? — Yes,  in  strictness,  being  paid  by  the  board,  he  was  the  clerk  of  the  board. 

90.  The  Chairman.]  What  object  is  gained  by  intrusting  the  work  of  method- 
izing and  arranging  the'  records  specified  in  the  commission  to  be  done  by  the 
sub-commissioners  ; what  advantage  is  gained  by  intrusting  it  to  their  clerks?-— 
As  regards  four  departments  the  work  originally  proceeded  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mr.  Caley ; it  proceeded  under  Mr.  Caley  as  regards  the  Augmentation 
Office,  the  Chapter  House,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office 
afterwards. 

91.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Caley  was  the  person  who  was  really  in. 
trusted  ? — He  was  the  person  who  was  responsible  to  the  board. 

92.  Then  Mr.  Caley,  and  not  Mr.  Cole,  was  the  person  who  was  intrusted  with 
the  arrangement  of  these  records? — We  are  confounding  the  offices  ; I mentioned 
four  offices,  besides  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office.  Mr.  Caley  had  nothing  to 
do  with  sorting  and  repairing  the  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

93.  But  you  admit  that  Mr.  Cole  qua  clerk  was  intrusted  with  the  business  of 
methodizing  and  arranging  the  records? — Not  until  Mr.  Caley’s  last  illness  as  re- 
spects those  offices,  in  which,  as  I have  mentioned,  the  work  was  superintended  by 
Mr.  Caley. 

94.  Was  he  in  a state  at  that  time  to  superintend  this  business  ? — He  did  till 
his  last  illness. 

95.  Are  you  aware  that  he  did  really  actively  superintend  the  operation  ?— 

I have  no  reason  to  think  he  did  not  perform  his  duty  until  shortly  before  his  death. 

96.  Sir  Robei-t  Inglis.]  He  died  in  April  1834? — Yes. 

97.  The  Chairman.]  Since  that  time  Mr.  Cole  has  been  engaged  as  clerk  of 
the  Board,  subject  to  your  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  methodizing  and  regulating 
the  various  records  ? — Yes. 

98.  Now  what  advantage  is  gained  by  intrusting  this  work  to  a clerk,  instead  of 
a sub-commissioner  ? — I wish  to  preface  my  answer  to  that  question  by  an  ex- 
planatory statement.  By  the  usage  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the 
sworn  and  side  clerks  have  the  power  of  removing  the  records  from  one  place  to 
the  other.  It  was  impossible  that  the  portions  of  the  records  which  I have  men- 
tioned could,  without  the  sanction  of  one  of  those  officers,  have  been  removed  to 
Boswell-court.  This  power  of  removal  formed  the  great  inducement  to  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Vanderzee,  Mr.  Adlington,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  and  Mr.  Trickey. 

99.  Who  did  the  board  employ  in  the  business  of  methodizing  and  regulating 
these  records  ? — In  the  first  instance  it  employed  Mr.  Vanderzee. 

100.  Was  he  a sub-commissioner? — He  had  been  under  the  old  board,  but 
I believe  he  had  ceased  to  be  such  for  many  years  prior  to  1831. 

101.  Was  he  at  that  time  actually  a sub-commissioner? — He  was  not.  He 
has  not  been  appointed  by  the  present  board  a sub-commissioner. 

102.  But  there  are  various  records  which  have  been  arranged  and  methodized 
by  persons  who  were  not  sub-commissioners  ? — They  have  always  been  under  some 
control. 

103.  But  never  under  the  control  of  the  sub-commissioners  ? — Not  in  Mr.  Cole’s 
instance;  Mr.  Cole  was  not  under  the  control  of  any  sub-commissioner. 

104.  You  said  that  the  only  sub-commissioners  since  the  present  commission 
began,  employed  by  the  board,  and  recognized  by  the  board,  were  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Caley,  Mr.  Petrie  and  Mr.  Thomson  ?— Yes. 
Mr.  Vanderzee  was  formerly  a sub-commissioner,  and  Mr.  Illingworth  and 
Mr.  Holbrook  were  sub-commissioners  under  the  old  board,  and  there  have  been 
several  other  gentlemen  who  have  held  the  same  appointment.  But  they  ceased 
to  be  employed  as  such  the  greater  part  before  the  present  commission  was  issued, 
and  the  remainder  upon  its  being  issued. 

105.  Since  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  have  any  sub -commissioners  been  engaged  in 
methodizing  and  arranging  those  particular  records  with  which  Mr.  Cole  was 
intrusted  ? — None. 

1 06.  Then  since  Mr.  Caley’s  death  this  business  has  been  intrusted  to  a clerk? 
— Yes,  to  Mr.  Cole,  as  regards  the  Augmentation  Office  Record  and  the  Miscel- 
laneous Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

107.  Sir 

I 
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107.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  In  reference  to  a question  recently  put  to  you  as  to  the 
reason  why  clerks  were  employed  to  do  that  which  by  the  terms  of  the  commis- 
sion might  appear  to  be  required  to  be  done  by  sub-commissioners,  can  you  state 
to  the  Committee  whether,  by  the  appointment  of  a sub-commissioner,  the  indi- 
vidual so  appointed  might  be  considered  as  retained  in  the  service  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  whether  by  his  appointment  to  do  a specified  work,  as  a clerk,  he  might 
be  considered  as  released  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  commission  as  released  on  the 
other,  from  any  engagement  beyond  the  discharge  of  that  work?— The  motive  for 
appointing  editors  and  clerks,  instead  of  appointing  sub-commissioners  for  the 
performance  of  a particular  work  was,  that  the  editors  and  the  clerks  would  be  re- 
leased and  discharged  upon  the  performance  of  the  particular  work  upon  which 
they  had  been  engaged,  whereas  the  sub-commissioners  were  considered  to  be  in 
the  permanent  employ  of  the  board. 

108.  Do  you  consider  that  in  addressing  gentlemen  as  sub-commissioners,  when 
by  no  special  order  of  the  board  they  were  appointed  to  be  sub-commissioners,  you 
only  indulged  in  an  act  of  courtesy  to  them,  or  that  by  your  own  authority  you 
conferred  station  upon  them  P — It  was  a careless  expression,  and  I never  supposed 
that  any  importance  would  be  attached  to  the  use  of  it. 

109.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  Are  you  sure  they  understood  it  so  ? — I cannot  answer 
for  their  understanding  of  it : Mr.  Hardy,  who  was  engaged  to  edit  certain  records 
at  the  lower,  has  it  appears,  been  called  by  me  a sub-commissioner;  but  I do  not 
think  that  he  could  have  supposed,  from  my  use  of  the  word,  that  he  was  in  the 
permanent  employ  of  the  board ; he  seems  to  have  considered  that  he  was  a sub- 
commissioner,  but  he  could  only  consider  himself  to  be.  such,  for  the  purpose  of 
editing  the  works  intrusted  to  him. 

no.  The  Chairman .]  Why  could  not  Mr.  Hardy  have  imagined  that  he  was 
retained  as  a sub-commissioner,  and  liable  only  to  receive  his  dismissal  from  the 
board  . As  editor  he  was  only  liable  to  be  dismissed  by  the  board. 

111.  Has  he  not  imagined,  in  fact,  that  he  was  a sub-commissioner  r— Mr.  Hardy 
m a memorial,  which  he  printed,  and  which  was  brought  before  the  board  that 
met  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s,  has'stated  that  he  conceived  himself  a 
sub-commissioner. 

112.  Did  not  the  same  mistake,  for  pretty  much  the  same  reasons,  appear  to 
have  influenced  Mr.  Cole’s  mind  ?— Mr.  Cole,  in  one  of  the  pamphlets  which  he 
has  addressed  to  The  Speaker,  claimed  to  be  a sub-commissioner,  upon  the  ground 
if  my  memory  be  correct,  that  in  conversations  with  himself  and  others,  and  that  in 
a letter  written  to  one  of  the  commissioners,  I had  styled  him  a sub-commissioner. 

113.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley.']  Do  you  mean  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that  the 
styling  them  sub-commissioners  was  at  all  times  and  upon  all  occasions  merely  con- 
sidered by  you  as  a means  of  addressing  them,  without  conveying  the  idea  that  they 
were  actually  the  sub-commissioners,  under  the  control  of  the  commission  ?— I did 
not  on  any  occasion  use  the  term  sub-commissioner,  as  importing  that  the  person 
so  denominated  held  any  permanent  office,  under  the  board  ; the  term  was  merely 
used  to  describe  them  as  being  engaged  in  some  work  or  operation  carrying  on 
at  the  public  expense,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  commissioners. 

iQ'!o4b  *n  a Return  to  The  House  of  Commons  on  the  13th  of  August 

IS33,  there  is  this  passage : “ Mr.  Henry  Cole,  under  the  secretary’s  superintend- 
ence, has  the  direction  of  the  important  work  of  cleaning,  repairing  and  sorting 
the  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  and  the  whole  of 
which,- under  a recent  warrant  of  the  Treasury,  has  been  transferred  to  the  tem- 
d CUSr°iy  °f  t,he  J)0fd- . For  some  time  Past>  too,  Mrf  Cole  has  had  the 
mpnSr11  na6  W°‘t  ™ cleani?«’  rePairing  and  sorting  the  records  in  the  Aug- 
mentation Office  apd  Chapter  House.”  Did  he  do  so  as  sub-commissioner,  or  as 
cieik,  or  in  what  capacity  ? - As  a clerk,  in  the  employ  of  the  boarcL 
1 *5-  He  having  the  direction  of  them? — Yes. 

The  Treasury  Warrant  limits  it  to  those  records  which  were  transferred  to 

• , jln^  S Remembrancer’s  Office,  and  Mr.  Cole  had  the  direction,  under  super- 
mtendence  of  sorting  those  records;  he  also  had  the  direction  of  sorting  the 
i r s m Augmentation  Office,  which  were  not  transferred  to  the  commis- 

• ners,  and  in  the  Chapter  House,  which  were  likewise  not  transferred  to  the 
omnussioners  ?— During  Mr.  Caley’s  life-time,  or  at  least  until  his  last  illness, 

lave  subject  to  Mr.  Caley’s  superintendence,  as  regards  the  re- 
c°ids  of  the  two  offices,  of  which  Mr.  Caley  was  keeper. 

0<33-  b 117.  What 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
26  February  1836. 
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C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  11 7-  What  is  meant  in  the  Return,  which  it  is  presumed  is  drawn  up  in  the 

office,  by  the  word  “ direction,”  is  it  that  he  was  directed  by  somebody  else  ? -- 

26  February  1836-  No  ; he  is  superintended  by  somebody  else. 

118.  The  Chairman .]  You  were  just  now  asked  what  was  the  motive  with 
which  a work  was  intrusted  to  the  clerk,  instead  of  the  sub-commissioners;  would 
not  the  effect  be  the  vesting  the  appointment  and  entire  control  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  these  works  in  your  hands,  instead  of  the  board  ? — I do  not  consider  that 
the  effect  of  it  was  to  vest  in  my  hands  both  the  appointment  and  control  altoge- 
ther ; such,  however,  as  I possessed,  proceeded  from  the  board ; the  clerks,  when 
engaged,  were  the  clerks  of  the  board  ; and  although  it  has  been  the  usage  that 
the  sub-commissioners  or  secretary,  if  they  see  occasion,  should  discharge  the 
clerks,  yet  in  no  instance  have  clerks  been  discharged  by  me  without  giving  them 
the  opportunity  of  appealing  to  the  board  against  any  improper  exercise  of  the 
authority  with  which  I was  invested. 

1 19.  They  have  been  discharged  without  a previous  order  of  the  board? — Yes, 
without  a previous  order  of  the  board. 

1 20.  The  effect  of  that  arrangement  was,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cole, 
that  you  appointed  him  and  discharged  him  on  your  own  authority,  and  not  under 
the  authority  of  the  board,  which  would  have  been  necessary  if  he  had  been  a 
sub-commissioner? — It  was  ; Mr.  Cole,  I think,  was  engaged  by  me  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1833  ; about  the  month  of  June  in  that  year  he  applied  to  know 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  situation  he  held,  and  he  was  then  informed  that  he 
was  a clerk. 

121.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Was  he  informed  by  letter? — Yes. 

1 22.  The  Chairman .]  Was  not  the  effect  of  that  to  vest  the  appointment  and  dis- 
missal of  a person  intrusted  with  those  works  in  your  hands,  instead  of  the  hands 
of  the  commissioners,  in  whose  hands  alone  both  the  appointment  and  the  dis- 
missal would  have  been,  if  that  had  not  been  the  case? — The  consequence  of  a 
person  being  appointed  as  a clerk  by  the  secretary,  instead  of  his  being  appointed 
a sub-commissioner  by  the  board,  is  of  course  that  the  secretary  has  the  power  of 
dismissal  in  the  case  of  the  clerk,  but  which,  he  would  not  have  in  the  case  of  a 
sub-commissioner. 

123.  Is  the  order  of  the  board  obtained  before  any  works  of  transcription  or 
printing  are  commenced  ? — Always  before  any  works  of  printing  are  commenced, 
unless  it  be  a specimen. 

1 24.  Was  an  order  of  the  board  obtained  before  the  printing  of  the  following 
works  : Rotuli  Selecti,  the  Pipe  Roll,  and  the  Privy  Council  books  ? — Yes,  unless 
there  has  been  a specimen. 

125.  The  first  volume  of  the  Close  Rolls .?■ — Yes. 

126.  The  selection  from  the  miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer? — There 
is  no  such  work : what  has  been  styled  by  some  persons  a selection  from  the  mis- 
cellaneous Records  of  the  Exchequer,  is  nothing  more  than  an  Appendix  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  board,  and  which  proceedings  of  the  board  there  is  an  order  to 
print.  It  is  not  an  independent  work. 

127.  Do  you  retain  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  which  passed  in  the  name 
of  the  board  ? — I have  copies  of  all  the  letters  I have  written. 

128.  Is  all  the  correspondence  addressed  to  the  board  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  board? — No,  not  a hundredth  part. 

129.  Now,  for  instance,  has  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Vincent,  the  King’s 
Remembrancer,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Augmentation  Office  in  1834,  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  ? — Some  portion  of  it  has. 

130.  Has  the  whole  of  it  been  submitted  to  the  board? — Certainly  not ; I mean 
the  whole  of  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Vincent  has  not  been  formally  laid 
before  the  board  : like  much  other  correspondence,  there  were  no  points  in  it  upon 
which  it  was  requisite  to  take  the  orders  of  the  board. 

131.  Was  the  correspondence  with  the  Treasury  in  1834  on  the  subject  of  the 
accounts  submitted  to  the  board  ? — It  was  acted  upon,  but  I do  not  recollect  that  it 
has  been  laid  before  the  board.  The  contents  were  known  to  most  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  Treasury  letters  would  be  adopted 
as  a matter  of  course,  at  the  proper  period. 

1 32.  Have  you  got  the  order  of  the  board  which  authorized  the  printing  of  your 
work  and  public  records?— It  was  made  at  the  board  of  the  22d  of  August  1831 ; 
it  is  in  these  words  : “ The  secretary  stated,  that  with  the  approbation  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  he  had  commenced  a compilation,  drawn  from  the  published  works  of 

the 
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the  commission,  the  various  Reports  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  beginning  with  C 1>  Cooper  Esq 

the  Report  of  the  Lords’  Committees  in  1719,  the  Minute  Books  and  a considerable  L ' 

manuscript  collection  in  his  hands,  the  design  of  which  was,  to  show,  in  a short  space  26  February  1836. 
the  nature  and  particulars  of  the  different  works  printed  or  transcribed  under  the 
direction  of  the  commission,  as  well  as  to  give  some  details  respecting  the  principal 
kinds  of  records,  their  use,  repositories,  &c.,  and  that  he  proposed  °to  print  such 
compilation  in  an  octavo  form,  as  cheaper  and  more  convenient  for  use  than  the 
folio  form,  hitherto  adopted  in  the  Reports,  &c.  of  the  commissioners.  The  secre- 
tary stated,  he  conceived  that  such  work,  with  a short  supplemental  volume,  would 
supersede  the  necessity  of  any  general  report,  such  as  the  commission  had  formerly 
been  in  the  habit  of  making,  the  printing  of  which  had  cost  several  thousands  of 
pounds.”  It  was  then  ordered  that  the  secretary  beat  liberty  to  continue  and  Com- 
plete such  compilation,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  printed. 

133.  You  compiled  this  gratuitously,  did  you  ? — Yes. 

134.  How  long  were  you  engaged  upon  it  ?— I should  think  nine  months. 

J35-  the  preface  to  that  work,  I think  there  was  a passage  in  which  you  state 

you  consider  the  arranging  and  methodizing  of  the  records  as  the  primary  object 
of  the  commission,  and  the  printing  as  a minor  object? — I dare  say  there  is. 

1 36.  How  do  you  reconcile  the  fact  of  the  small  amount  bestowed  on  the  arranging 
and  methodizing,  and  the  large  amount  bestowed  on  the  printing  ? — From  the 
different  natures  of  the  works  ; editing  and  printing  are  most  expensive  operations, 
whilst  that  of  washing,  cleaning,  flatting  and  sorting  is  a chief  one. 

137.  Are  the  records  of  all  the  public  offices  arranged  and  in  good  repair, 
excepting  the  Exchequer,  Augmentation,  Pell  Office  and  the  Chapter  House? — In 
many  of  the  inferior  Record  Offices,  where  the  records  are  of  little  or  no  value, 
they  are,  probably,  in  a state  of  indifferent  repair. 

138.  But  not  having  personally  looked  to  this,  you  have  no  certain  knowledge? 

—The  board  has  received  Returns  from  all  of  the  offices : those  Returns  were  make, 
for  the  most  part,  in  the  course  of  the  years  1832  and  1833.  It  is  principally  from 
those  Returns  that  my  information  is  derived,  except  as  regards  those  offices  in 
which  are  valuable  records. 

139.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Will  you  specify  the  offices  in  which  the  records  are  of  little 
comparative  value  ?— I could  not  specify  them,  unless  the  Committee  gave  me  an 
opportunity  to  refer  to  the  Returns.  I cannot  do  it  at  present. 

. }^?'  ^an  y°u  specify  some  of  them  ? — Some  of  the  bankruptcy  offices  and  the 
inferior  offices  of  equity  and  common  law  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lincoln’s  Inn 
and  the  Temple. 

The  Chairman.]  Have  you  not  personally  inspected  them? — I have  at 
different  times  seen  most  of  them. 

142.  Do  you  feel  any  doubt  that  the  arrangement  is  very  unsatisfactory? — 

I should  be  very  unwilling  to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  of  the  record  offices  with- 
out having  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  Returns. 

143.  Mr.  Hawes.]  In  those  offices  in  which  the  records  of  the  greatest  value 
are  kept,  are  they  well  arranged  and  methodized,  and  have  they  been  repaired  and 
cleaned  by  this  commission  ? — The  proceedings  of  the  board  will  show  what  has 
been  done  with  reference  to  all  the  great  offices.  The  great  offices,  the  offices  in 
which  are  records  of  the  highest  historical  and  legal  value,  are  the  record  offices  at 
the  lower,  the  Chapter  House,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office 
the  Augmentation  Office,  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer s Office,  including  the  late  offices  of  the  clerk  of  the  Pipe  and  the  Lord 
treasurers  Remembrancer,  the  late  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Pells,  the  late  offices 
ntheralt0rS  ^ kanc*  ■^•evenue  f°r  England  and  Wales,  and  perhaps  one  or  two 

144-  Are  they  in  a satisfactory  state  both'with  reference  to  the  preservation  and 
the  method  m the  office  ?— If  they  were  all  in  a satisfactory  state,  there  would  be 
no  occasion  for  the  board  to  continue  the  work  of  repairing  and  binding,  which  is 
still  proceeding,  and,  I apprehend,  must  proceed  for  some  years. 

*45*  What  has  been  done  by  this  board  in  reference  to  the  preservation  and 
methodizing  of  the  records  in  those  offices?— I can  state  that  to  the  Committee 
trom  papers  which  I have  here. 

m6,  I*16  Chairman ‘3  Are  tIie  records  arranged  and  in  good  repair  in  the  Tower  ? 

Mr  btevenson  is  now  employed  in  sorting  and  arranging  the  miscellaneous 
records  in  the  Tower. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  147.  But  generally  are  the  records  in  the  Tower  in  a good  state  of  arrangement? 

2 6 F~b  8 6 — ^ never  have  had  any  occasion  to  consult  myself  personally  the  records  there 
•e  ruary  1 3 • for  historical  or  legal  purposes;  but  I have  at  different  times  visited  the  Tower,  and 
have  seen  no  reason  to  blame  the  arrangement,  save  and  except  as  regards  certain 
miscellaneous  records. 

148.  Being  secretary  to  this  commission,  and  intrusted  with  considerable  au- 
thority by  the  commissioners,  can  you  not  say  whether  the  records,  which  are  the 
most  numerous  and  valuable  in  the  kingdom,  are  well  arranged  or  not  ? — The 
records  in  the  Tower  are  esteemed  to  be  well  arranged,  with  the  exception  of  the 
miscellaneous  records,  and  the  attention  of  the  board  has  been  in  consequence 
directed  to  the  latter,  and  the  operation  of  sorting  and  arranging  them  is  now  pro- 
ceeding. 

149.  What  is  doing  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Tower; 
how  many  people  are  employed,  and  at  what  rate  does  the  work  go  on  ? — I have 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  quarterly  reports  here,  which  will  show  exactly  the  state  of  the 
operations  at  the  Tower. 

150.  You  cannot  say,  from  your  own  knowledge,  without  referring  to  papers, 
what  is  the  quantity  of  unsorted  or  ill-arranged  records  at  the  Tower,  what  num- 
ber of  persons  are  employed  in  sorting  and  arranging  them,  at  what  rate  the 
work  is  proceeding,  and  in  what  time  it  will  probably  be  completed  ? — I can  state 
who  are  employed  there,  but  I cannot  give  the  other  details,  without  referring  to 
the  papers  I have  here. 

151.  Mr.  Hawes.\  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  repairs  are  now 
actually  going  on  in  the  Tower ; what  records  are  being  arranged  ? — I am  not 
aware  that  any  repairs  are  doing  ; the  work  is  confined  to  sorting,  and  arranging, 
and  calendering ; repairs  may  be  done  occasionally ; but-  none  of  the  workmen 
employed  in  reparation  are  at  present  at  the  Tower. 

152.  The  Chairman.']  The  Committee  are  to  understand  that  the  board  at  pre- 
sent has  no  one  employed  in  arranging  and  sorting  the  records  at  the  Tower  ? — 
The  board  has  three  persons  employed  in  sorting  and  arranging,  there  were  lately 
four,  as  the  Returns  to  Parliament  will  show ; one  has  left  very  recently.  Mr.  Ste- 
venson is  the  responsible  person. 

153.  Is  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s 
Office  good  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  defect,  but  there  may  be  some  as  regards 
the  miscellaneous  records  ; I cannot  state  positively  that  this  is  the  case  without 
an  inspection  of  the  last  Return. 

1 54.  In  the  Pipe  Office  is  it  good  ? — The  principal  repository  in  which  the  Pipe 
Rolls  are  kept,  is  one  of  the  very  worst  I, have  seen. 

155.  Are  the  records  properly  arranged  there  ? — There  is  no  difficulty  iq  finding 
any  one. 

156.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Who  is  employed  in  the  Pipe  Office? — Nobody  is  actually 
paid. 

157.  Was  not  Mr.  Panton  employed  in  arranging  them  ? — He  was  employed 
either  in  repairing  or  arranging  them. 

158.  From  what  time  up  to  what  time? — I should  think  he  was  employed 
about  twelve  months. 

159.  The  Chairman.]  Did  he  not  arrange  the  great  roll  at  the  Pipe  Office? — 
There  is  no  arrangement ; there  was  some  change  made,  but  I do  not  at  this 
moment  distinctly  recollect  what  it  was ; the  rolls  of  the  pipe  are  large,  and  are 
placed  on  racks,  in  the  order  of  the  years  of  the  reigns  of  the  different  kings. 

160.  They  are  in  good  order,  are  they? — Yes,  but  in  a bad  repository. 

1 61 . They  were  arranged  by  Mr.  Panton,  were  they  not  ? — They  were  repaired 
by  him,  but  I doubt  whether  they  were  arranged  by  him ; I cannot  say,  without 
reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners. 

162.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Why  did  not  Mr.  Panton  continue  those  duties  at  the  Pipe 
Office?— I am  not  aware  that  there  was  any  duty  of  this  kind  which  it  was 
necessary  should  be  continued. 

163.  The  Chairman.]  Are  you  not  aware  that  nine-tenths  of  the  records  are 
in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable  ?— The  miscellaneous  records  of  the  Pipe 
Office  may  possibly  be  in  a confused  state,  but  the  great  rolls  of  the  pipe  are  not. 

164.  Would  you  deny,  if  it  were  asserted  that  about  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
records  in  the  Pipe  Office  are  in  a state  of  the  greatest  confusion,  and  wholly 
unarranged? — The  greatest  part  of  the  records  in  the  Pipe  Office  consist  of  the 

great 
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great  rolls  of  the  Pipe,  and  I consider  them  to  be  well  arranged  and  accessible, 
but  mostly  deposited  in  an  improper  place. 

165.  Is  it  not  a correct  statement,  that  the  great  roll  of  the  Pipe  is  not  above 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  records  ? — I should  doubt  very  much  whether  there  are 
any  records  of  any  importance  in  the  office,  except  the  great  roll  of  the  Pipe. 

166.  The  Pipe  roll  has  been  arranged  by  Mr.  Panton?— On  recollection,  I am 
disposed  to  think  the  Pipe  rolls  were  arranged  by  him ; there  was  certainly  a 
change  in  the  locality  of  some  of  them. 

167*  Why  is  not  Mr.  Panton  going  on  arranging  those  records,  which  you  say 
are  in  a state  of  confusion  ? — I did  not  say  they  are  in  a state  of  confusion  ; I said 
the  miscellaneous  records  might  be ; but  I cannot  tell,  without  reference  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  board. 

168.  Why  was  the  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Pipe  Office  suspended? 
—I  believe  because  the  work  is  completed,  as  far  as  it  can  be  with  regard  to  all 
valuable  records. 

169.  Were  no  obstacles  raised  by  any  dispute  relative  to  the  respective  autho- 
rities of  the  commission,  and  the  keeper  of  that  office  ? — The  work  which  was  sus- 
pended, and  on  which  Mr.  Panton  was  engaged,  was  the  transcription  of  some  of 
the  Pipe  rolls  ; the  suspension  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
Pipe  Office  requiring  to  be  paid  6 d.  per  folio,  instead  of  4 d.  per  folio  for  the  copy. 

1 70.  Why  did  not  the  commissioners  get  persons  who  would  work  on  more 
reasonable  terms,  if  the  work  was  a desirable  one  ? — The  reason  is  simply  this  : 
the  Board  has  generally  been  disposed  to  employ  the  persons  in  the  office;  some 
of  the  persons  in  the  office  were  willing,  if  I recollect  rightly,  to  work  at  4 d.  per 
folio,  and  others  objected  to  receiving  so  small  a sum,  but  no  arrangement  could 
be  come  to.  It  so  happened  that  it  was,  for  other  reasons,  inconvenient  to  proceed 
with  the  publication  of  the  Pipe  rolls,  and,  instead  of  entering  into  a tedious 
discussion  with  the  Exchequer  officers,  it  was  thought  more  expedient  to  suspend 
the  work,  and  especially  as  there  were  abundant  other  works  which  it  was  equally 
important  to  prosecute  ; and  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  were  not  suffi- 
cient for  all  the  purposes. 

171  Mr.  Jervis.']  Mr.  Panton  was  an  officer  in  the  Pipe  Office?— He  was,  in 
the  late  Pipe  Office. 

172.  Was  he  not  employed  in  the  double  capacity  of  arranging  and  also  of 
transcribing  ? — I am  now  inclined  to  think  he  was  originally  employed  in  arrang- 
ing ; but  if  the  Committee  would  permit  me  to  consult  the  minute  book,  my  doubt 
upon  this  point  would  be  cleared  up.  After  the  arrangement  of  the  great  rolls 
I think  he  sorted  the  miscellaneous  records,  and  it  was  not  until  he  had  gone 
through  the  different  sacks  and  bags  where  the  miscellaneous  records  had  been 
deposited,  that  he  began  to  transcribe.  The  impression  on  my  mind  is,  that  the 
work  of  arranging  and  sorting  was  completed  as  far  as  was  requisite,  or  as  it  could 
be,  regard  being  had  to  the  repository. 

173.  The  impression  on  your  mind  was,  that  Mr.  Panton  had  completed?— 
Yes,  and  then  there  was  a dispute  respecting  the  rate  for  transcription.  I should 
state  that  this  dispute  arose  upon  a change  in  the  custody  of  the  records,  when 
the  Act  which  abolished  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  came  into  operation. 

174.  Were  not  both  the  operations  of  arranging  and ' transcribing  suspended  at 
the  same  time  ? — I think  only  the  operation  of  transcribing ; I think  that  of  arrang- 
ing was  complete,  but  I am  by  no  means  sure. 

’ 17.5-  Was  not  that  in  consequence  of  a personal  quarrel  which  you  had  with 
Mr.  Panton? — I never  had  a quarrel  with  Mr.  Panton ; I never  heard  such  a 
thing  suggested  before. 

] 76.  The  Chairman.']  Was  it  not  in  consequence  of  some  dispute  which  arose  r 
—No,  except  that  I declined  on  the  part  of  the  board  to  pay  Qd.  per  folio  to  the 
Exchequer  copyist. 

177.  Was  it  not  one  of  the  most  important  duties,  that  if  obstacles  were  raised 
by  the  keepers  of  the  public  offices,  that  they  should  take  measures  to  remove 
them?— There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  com- 
mission to  remove  such  obstacles,  and  if  it  had  been  requisite  at  that  particular 
time  to  proceed  with  the  publication,  the  board  I have  no  doubt  would  have  done 
its  duty.  But  that  was  not  requisite,  and  all  the  circumstances  and  looking  at 
the  question  pending  with  the  head  of  the  same  department,  respecting  the  aug- 
mentation records,  it  was  deemed  more  expedient  to  suspend  the  work.  That 
°-33*  b 3 course 
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course  was  approved  by  Lord  Canterbury,  and  I am  not  aware  that  the  public 
service  has  in  any  way  suffered  by  the  adoption  of  it. 

1 78.  How  did  Mr.  Panton  perform  his  duties  ? — Mr.  Panton  performed  his 
duties  in  an  able  manner  ; I do  not  remember,  to  have  heard  any  complaints  made 
of  his  transcripts. 

1 79.  During  that  period,  by  what  means  did  you  obtain  access  to  the  King's 
Remembrancer’s  Office  when  you  wanted  it ; was  there  not  some  difficulty  about 
getting  at  the  records ; how  did  you  obtain  access  to  the  records  ? — According  to 
the  constitution  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  every  one  of  the  sworn  and 
side  clerks  were  not  only  the  keepers  of  the  records,  but  had  the  power  of  removing 
them.  Mr.  Vanderzee,  Mr.  Adlington  and  Mr.  Thomson  being  of  the  number  of 
these  clerks,  could  of  course  give  all  the  access  required.  I never  heard  of  any 
difficulty  being  made  as  to  these  records.  Mr.  Vanderzee,  Mr.  Adlington  and 
Mr.  Thomson  no  doubt  had  the  sanction  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  express  or 
implied.  In  his  interviews  and  correspondence  with  me,  Mr.  Vincent  made  no  objec- 
tion. The  misunderstanding  was  of  a subsequent  date,  and  as  to  other  records. 

180.  Was  the  arrangement  at  the  Chapter  House  and  the  Pell  Office  conducted 
by  the  commission  ?•— At  the  Chapter  House  the  keeper  is  a sub-commissioner. 

181.  And  is  that  arrangement  conducted  by  him  ? — Yes,  and  he  makes  reports 
to  the  board. 

182.  Is  he  paid  for  that  by  the  commission  ? — He  is  paid  partly  by  the  commis- 
sion and  partly  by  the  Treasury,  under  a special  minute  made  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  when  he  was  appointed. 

183.  Mr.  Jervis.]  With  respect  to  the  Chapter  House,  and  the  arranging  and 
methodizing  the  records  there,  is  not  the  expense  of  that  with  respect  to  the 

Chapter  House  now  paid  by  the  Treasury,  independently  of  this  commission? 

Inconsequence  of  an  application  which  has  been  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  to 
the  Stationery  Office,  a considerable  portion  of  the  expense  of  repairing  and  bind- 
ing has  been  defrayed  by  that  department.  He  made  the  application  with  the. 
view  of  relieving  the  funds  of  the  commission  from  part  of  the  charge  upon  them. 

1 84.  Has  not  an  amount  exceeding  1,600/.  been  laid  out  in  the  last  two  years  in 
the  repairing  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House,  and  has  not  that  been  paid  by 
the  Treasury,  and  not  by  the  commission  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  amount. 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  stated  to  me  originally,  that  the  Stationery  Office  had.  agreed 
to  allow  200  /.  a year  towards  the  expense  of  repairing  the  records  of  the  Chapter 
House. 

185.  Was  not  that  a principal  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commission,  this  very  item 
which  the  Treasury  paid? — Certainly,  the  work  which  is  performed  by  the 
Stationery  Office  is  of  a description  similar  to  a portion  of  that  which  is  performed 
by  the  commission ; but  the  Committee  will  recollect  that  the  work  is  necessarily 
superintended  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  and  that  his  clerks  assist  in  preparing  the 
records  for  the  repairers  and  binders. 

1 86.  The  Chairman .]  They  are  not  paid  by  the  Treasury  ?— They  are  partly 
by  the  Treasury  and  partly  by  the  commission. 

187.  So  that  the  arrangement  is  carried  on  partly  under  the  Treasury  and 
partly  under  the  commission,  and  besides  the  1,600/.  which  has  been  spent  by 
the  Treasury,  something  more  has  been  spent  by  the  commission  ? — I do  not 
know  that  1,600  /.  has  been  spent  by  the  Treasury,  but  something  has  been  spent 
by  the  commission  ; I consider  the  work  as  proceeding  under  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
and  his  clerks,  except  that  the  business  of  repairing  and  binding  is  done  out  of  the 
office,  and  a part  of ; the  expense  defrayed  from  another  source. 

188.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Is  there  not  also  an  annual  sum  paid  by  the  Treasury  for 
arrangement  at  the  Pell  Office? — Sir  John  Newport  has  informed  me,  that  all  the 
expense  of  arranging  the  records  at  the  late  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pells  will  be  paid 
by  the  Treasury  or  the  Stationery  Office. 

1 89.  By  whom  is  it  superintended  ? — By  Mr.  Frederick  Devon. 

190.  Is  he  a sub-commissioner  ?— He  is  a clerk  at  the  Chapter  House,  and  is 
employed  by  Sir  John  Newport  during  extra  hours. 

191..  You  do  not  employ  any  person  at  the  Pell  Office?— Our  workmen  have 
been  employed  in  repairing  the  Pell  Records  during  extra  hours  ; I believe,  too, 
that  we  have  furnished  parchment  for  the  Pell  Office. 

192.  Is  that  an  office  in  which  there  are  valuable  historical  records  ?— There 
are  there  valuable  historical  records. 

193.  The 
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,93.  The  attention  of  the  commission,  then,  has  never  been  directed  to  that 
office’— Yes,  more  than  once ; but  the  clerks  and  workmen  were  fully  occupied  in 
other  departments.  Upon  Sir  John  Newport  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the 
Treasury  to  his  having  the  records  of  his  department  repaired  and  arranged  the 
board  recommended  him  to  employ  Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  during  extra  hours  to 
perform  that  work;  Mr  Devon,  with  Sir  J.  Newport’s  permission,  makes  occa- 
sional  reports  to  the  board. 

,94  The  Chairman.-]  What  is  the  system  or  mode  of  arrangement  pursued  at 
that  orhee . It  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  the  question  without  reference  to 
papers  which  1 have  not  with  me. 

1 95.  Do  you  know  in  what  way  the  records  of  the  Chapter  House  are  arranged 
according  to  what  system ; are  they  classed  according  to  the  year,  or  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  document,  or  how  ? — I can  only  refer  the  Committee  to  the  Re- 
turns to  Parliament,  or  the  Reports  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  for  an  answer  to 
the  question. 

196  You  have  never  examined  it?— I have  been  in  the  Chapter  House  re 
peatedly.  r 

197.  You  are  not  familiar  with  the  system  ?-The  keeper  or  his  clerks  are  the 
only  persons  who  can  afford  information  upon  such  a subject. 

198.  Now  in  the  Augmentation  Office  you  have  mentioned  that  the  records 

were  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Cole  r— They  were,  after  Mr.  Caley's  death 
in  Mr.  Cole  s care.  J ’ 

199.  Mr.  Cole  has  arranged  a great  many  documents  there,  has  he  not ’—Yes 

200.  Is  his  system  of  arrangement  the  same  as  Mr.  Caley’s  ?— I believe  not  - 

I have  understood  from  Mr.  Cole  that  he  had  made  some  alteration  in  the  system 
or  arrangement.  •' 

201.  Can  you  explain  the  difference  ?— I cannot,  without  inquiry 

202.  You  have  stated  in  the  Return,  that  Mr,  Cole  conducted  the  operation 

there  under  your  superintendence  ? — Yes.  V 

203.  What  is  meant  by  the  word  “ superintendence  ” ?— ' The  board  has  the  tem- 

porary care  of  the  records.  Mr.  Cole  was  the  clerk  of  the  board,  but  acting  under 
me,  and  not  under  a sub-commissioner:  I considered  that  I was  responsible  to 
the  boaid  for  Mr.  Cole  s correct  performance  of  his  duties,  and  upon  all  doubtful 
points  he  was  bound  to  consult  me.  r 

204.  Did  he  consult  you  frequently  as  to  the  arrangement ’—He  repeatedlv 

consulted  me  upon  various  points,  but  principally  with  reference  to  expenditure  - 
at  hist  he  made  weekly,  and  afterwards  monthly  reports  to  me.  ^ 

205.  About  how  often  while  Mr.  Cole  was  conducting  this  arrangement  under 
your  superintendence  did  you  visit  the  office,  to  know  how  he  was  carrying  on 

heinTlw  f tf  Tfg  t l<S  ‘he  9ouit,of  Chancery  was  sitting,  the  RollI  Court 
being  beneath,  I frequently  went  into  the  Augmentation  Office,  to  see  what  was 
going  on  ; but  I do  not  consider  it  necessary  that  I should  do  so  often 

206.  M hat  is  the  meaning  of  the  term  “ superintendence”  in  the  Return 

AlrPCoie”enTl  "aS  1*.S“ch,a  suPenntendence  that  you  at  all  really  controlled 
anf  ffiinf  ebe r“,SUPer“l iend,ence  was  rather  with  respect  to  the  expenditure  than 
^Mb^r,Wage,We“.  pald  by  al*  ‘ha  binders’ 

had°oveHRm fIrvColp  have. ganged  them  any  how  for  any  control  you' 

W*  l h 7TYe®’  he  misht  possibly  have  adopted  a very  bad  plan,  and  I not 
^‘Scovered  it ; but  it  was  not  likely  thatthe  public  sendee  would  recefve  any 

time  with  diffe  mtd’  “ 1 T i f m tte  hab‘‘  of  communicating  from  time  to 
time  with  different  persons  who  had  access  to  the  office  for  literary  fnd  legal  pur-  - 

?MraColbsroe  ““t  m°re  napaVe  tha“  myseTlf  of  jogging  of  the  merits  of  defects 
suhief  ° °P?ratIons  i all  such  persons  as  I recollect  to  have  spoken  to  on  the 
subject,  express  their  approbation  of  Mr.  Cole’s  mode  of  proceeding. 

208.  He  is  not  now  superintending  any  arrangement  ?— No. 

that  operation  stopped  in  consequence  of  that ’-The  operations  are 
P 0“edlfygbTh  88  theyJPl'°»Cfedfd  bef°re’  with  the  exception  of  calendaring. 

Ms  iciJt  dufes.SUCCee  '■  C°Ie?-Mr’  Charles  Gay  eontinnesto  perfofmall 

2 11 . Does  Mr.  Gay  follow  the  same  system  of  arrangement  as  Mr.  Cole  followed’ 
iioluT  tha‘  Tuestion  without  communicating  with  Mr.  Gay. 
bd-ii-d  ’ H ■ Gay  a sub-commissioner  ?— He  is  a Workman  in  the  employ  of  the 
oo.ua  1— He  is  a sort  of  foreman.  - 1 

0.3?. 

w B 4 213.  You 
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213.  You  do  not  call  liim  a clerk  ? — No,  I do  not. 

214.  Is  he  a man  of  education  ? — I can  show  the  Committee  his  reports ; from 
those  I conclude  he  must  have  had  a fair  education. 

215.  Do  you  know  whether  he  can  read  the  old  records  ? — He  is  sufficiently 
conversant  with  the  records  to  distinguish  their  different  species,  and  to  sort  them  • 
I do  not  know  whether  he  can  read  them. 

216.  Does  it  not  require  a man  of  considerable  antiquarian,  and  even  legal 
knowledge  to  arrange  records  ? — It  may  to  arrange  them,  but  not  to  sort  them. 

217.  Mr.  Cole  arranged  the  documents  in  the  Augmentation  Office  according 
to  their  classes,  and  he  also  arranged  them  according  to  a topographical  arrange- 
ment, and  according  to  the  year ; now  is  Mr.  Charles  Gay  a person  capable  of 
superintending  such  a systematic  arrangement  as  that? — I do  not  know  whether 
he  is  capable  of  arranging  them  in  years. 

218.  Would  you  say  he  was  capable  of  superintending  the  topographical  part? 
— He  could  sort  them  into  counties. 

219.  Mr.  Charles  Gay  still  continues  there?— Yes. 

220.  So  that  at  present  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation 
Office  is  carried  on  by  a mere  workman  of  the  commission? — It  is  not  the  final 
arrangement.  The  work  which  is  now  carrying  on  at  the  Augmentation  Office  is 
principally  that  of  cleaning  and  repairing,  and  sorting;  Mr.  Gay  is  as  capable  of 
this  as  any  man  living. 

221.  When  the  different  documents  are  bound  up  into  a book,  is  not  that  a final 
arrangement  ? — I am  not  aware  that  any  have  been  bound  recently.  I directed 
that  all  binding  should  be  discontinued.  The  Speaker  advised  me  to  avoid  all 
expenditure  at  the  present  moment  that  can  be  conveniently  avoided. 

222.  But  the  work  is  still  going  on?— Yes,  that  portion  is  going  on  that  could 
beyond  all  doubt  be  conducted  by  Mr.  Gay ; I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
what  is  doing  now  is  as  well  done  as  it  ever  was. 

223.  Did  you  not  say  that  Mr.  Gay  was  not  competent  to  the  business  of  arrang- 
ing records  according  to  their  years  ? — I doubt  whether  he  is  competent  to  do  so  • 
but  I am  not  sure  how  that  is. 


224.  Then,  in  fact,  the  final  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Augmentation 
Office  has  been  suspended  since  Mr.  Cole’s  dismissal  ? — Yes,  it  has ; but  this  sus- 
pension is  attended  with  no  inconvenience. 

225.  Did  not  other  persons  previously  commence  the  Exchequer  arrangement 
before  Mr.  Cole?— Yes,  Mr.  Vanderzee,  Mr.  Adlington  and  Mr.  Robert  Thomson 
were  all  at  different  times  engaged  in  the  work. 

226.  Why  was  Mr.  Cole  sent  to  supersede  them  ? — Mr.  Vanderzee,  in  the  first 
place,  from  his  age,  made  very  slow  progress  in  the  operation ; Mr.  Adlington 
being  engaged  during  the  sittings  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  only  worked  at  inter- 
vals ; and  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  discontinued  the  work,  for  a reason  I never  was 
able  to  discover,  until  lately.  It  was  not,  however,  intended  that  Mr.  Cole  should 
supersede  him,  but  he  was  to  be  Mr.  Thomson’s  coadjutor : Mr.  Thomson  took 
offence,  as  it  now  appears,  at  Mr.  Cole  being  employed.  • 

227.  Now  in  the  Agenda,  at  page  10,  the  secretary  is  informed  that  the  Pipe 
rolls  were  in  June  1832  in  a very  damp  state;  what  steps  did  the  board  take  to 
remove  that  ? I cannot  answer  that  question,  except  by  reference  to  the  proceedings. 

228.  Do  you  know  that  any  thing  has  been  done  to  remedy  that  ? — I do  know 
that  something  was  done. 

• 239'  *1  wm  suggested  in  January  1831  to  remove  them  to  the  Rolls  house,  was 
it  effected  ? — It  was  not,  because  there  was  no  room. 


230.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  There  is  a very  bad  arrangement  in  the  Rolls  Chapel, 

is  there  not?— The  repository  is  inconvenient;  but  there  are  no  tmarranged 
records ; any  record  asked  for  can  be  found.  The  records,  too,  on  the  roof,  are 
liable  to  suffer  injury,  from  being  alternately  exposed  in  the  summer  to  great  heat 
and  in  the  winter  to  damp.  ° 

231.  The  Chairman .]  In  the  Agenda  it  is  mentioned  that  in  January  1832  some 

persons  perceived  the  parchment  of  two  or  three  rolls  so  exceedingly  damn  that 
they  were  apprehensive  of  taking  cold  in  their  hands ; those  are  in  the  Pipe  Office? 
—1  be  leve  there  is  somewhere  a statement  of  dampness  in  the  Pipe  rolls  • but  1 
remember  nothing  about  taking  cold  in  the  hands.  r ’ 

232.  In  a subsequent  part  a hope  is  expressed  that  the  Pipe  rolls  will,  before 
another  winter,  be  placed  m some  more  secure  and  commodious  spot ; during  the 

three 
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three  years  and  a half  that  have  elapsed  since  this  time,  have  the  Pipe  rolls 
remained  m the  same  situation  ?— They  have  not  all  remained  in  that  situation 
although  the  contemplated  removal  to  the  Rolls  house  did  not  take  place. 

233*  'Where  have  they  been  removed  to? — The  earliest,  (being  of  course  the 
most  valuable)  I ipe  rolls,  were  removed  at  the  suggestion  of  the  board  from  the 
vaults,  under  the  eastern  side  of  Somerset  House,  to  a room  beneath  the  old  Pine 
Office  m the  north  side  of  Somerset  House ; and  they  were,  when  I last  saw  them 
in  a most  excellent  state.  ’ 

234.  When  was  this  done  r— Since  the  present  board  was  appointed. 

235.  Mr.  JervuJ  Was  it  within  a year  or  two  ?— I should  think  it  must  have 
been  dome  within  the  first  two  years  after  the  commission  was  issued 

236.  The  Report  m the  Agenda  is  on  the  7th  of  July  1832  ; perhaps  you  can 
turn  at  once  to  the  date  when  they  were  removed  ?— No,  I cannot ; it  must  have 
been  within  a short  time  afterwards;  because  it  is  now,  I believe,  more  than  two 
years  since  Mr.  1 union  was  employed  by  the  board,  and  the  removal  was  effected 
by  him,  and  reported  to  me  in  writing. 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
26  February  1836. 


Lima:,  29°  die  Februarii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles.  Buller. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 

1 he  Right  hon.C.W.  WilliamsWynn. 
Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 

Dr.  Bow  ring. 


Mr.  Hawes. 

M r.  Pusey. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 
Mr.  Wyse. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair. 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  again  called  in  ; and  further  Examined.’ 

, Mr.  Cooler.]  ACCORDING  to  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  I now  produce  c P Cooper  E.» 

a statement  of  the  days  of  meetings  of  boards  and  committees  of  the  commis  q' 

sinners,  from  March  1831  to  December  1835,  together  with  the  names  of  the  =9  February  .836. 

commissioners  present.  The  Committee  will  perceive,  on  looking  at  this  stater 

meat,  that  during  the  first  two  years  both  the  boards  and  committees  were  much' 

more  numerous  than  subsequently.  The  reason  is,-  that  during  that  period  the 

commissioners  were  engaged  in  very  special  inquiries  upon  the  nature  of  certain 

works  hen  in  the  progress  of  publication.  The  number  of  meetings  of  boards  and 

committees  during  the  time  I have  just  mentioned  was  about  fifty.  In  connexion 

with  the  same  subject,  I beg  leave  to  be  permitted  to  read  to  the  Committee  the 

titles  of  certain  Reports  prepared  by  the  committees  of  the  board,  and  which  were 

printed,  together  with  certain  letters  written  by  individual  members  of  the  board 

respecting  the  works  and  operations  in  prosecution,  and  which  were  also  printed’ 

Ihere  are  a great  number  of  unprinted  reports  and  papers,  to  which  I shall  pro- 
babiy  have  occasron,  if  the  Committee  will  allow  me,  to  refer  by-and-bye  and 
which  relate  to  the  present  head  of  investigation.  The  reports  and  letters  of  which 
lam  now  about  to  read  the  titles,  have  been  ail  printed  for  the  private  use  of  the 
ommBmners,  and  to  facilitate  the  performance  of  the  duties  which  they  had 
undertaken  1 he  first  is,  “ The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  utility  and  expedi- 
Ecf  ^°.llectlnK  and  publishing  the  Constitutional  Records,  from  the  Conquest  to 
he  accession  of  King  Edward  the  First;”  it  is  signed  by  Mr.  Wynn,  Mr,  Allen  the 
late  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Mr.  Hailam,  and  Sir  Robert  Inglis.  The  second  is,  “The 
and  m that  Cimmf  a®  °n  the  m°dr  f re"™nerating  the  Sub-Commissioners," 

aSd  Sir  hR„retaT  rd  ! S'gnfw  eS  °f  ‘ 16  *ate  Lord  Dovor>  Mr-  Justice  Bosanquet 
calendarsRnf  ti  S a RfPort  (aI*d  “ ,WaS  a Ver?  e]aborate  one)  upon  the 
M nF0Cf  the  reiS“  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was 

fourth  Re  M;-,Broueham>  Slr  Robert  %1»  and  Mr.  Hailam;  and  there  was  a 
uith  Report:,  bemg  a Survey  of  the  principal  Repositories  of  Public  Records  bv 

K/RngbtS«d  “'T  Iha'e  -e,  besides,  two  letters;  the  “eC 

Cake  VK  Ler1"d  B,t°P  of  Llandaff  t0  the  Risht  honourable  the 
tree  uP°ntl>o  Parliamentary  Writs;  and  the  other,  a letter  from  Mr.  Pro- 
addreSSedto‘h— fany,  upon  the  continua. 

O.qq  J 

c ■ 237.  Chairman. 
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C.  P.  Cooper.  Esq. 
29  February  1836. 


237.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  corrections  or  statement  to  make  respecting  the 
evidence  which  you  gave  on  Friday  ?— I have  many  omissions  to  supply,  and 
have  some  mistakes  to  correct.  One  of  the  first  questions  that  was  put  to  me  was 
respecting  the  mode  of  summoning  boards,  and  1 ought  to  have  stated  that  there 
was  an  order  made  on  the  11th  of  June  1832,  by  virtue  of  which  the  secretary 
is  enjoined  to  summon  a board  upon  a requisition  signed  by  a quorum  and  two 
other  commissioners.  I forgot  that  order  at  the  time  a question  was  asked  upon 
the  subject  of  summoning  boards.  The  next  point  upon  which  I request  the 
favour  to  be  allowed  to  make  a brief  addition  to  my  former  evidence,  is  as  to  the 
mode  adopted  with  regard  to  the  conditional  engagement  of  editors,  and  the  sub- 
sequent ratification  of  such  engagement  by  the  board.  I mentioned  the  case  of 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  as  illustrating  what  had  been  the  usage.  I find,  upon  referring 
to  the  Agenda,  that  this  case  will  supply  almost  all  the  information  which  the 
Committee  seem  to  require.  In  the  Agenda,  page  311,  there  is  this  statement: 
“ Acts  of  the  Privy  Council.  The  ensuing  remarks  on  the  acts  of  the  Privy  Council 
were  some  time  since  sent  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  to  the  secretary,  who  has  ventured 
to  instruct  the  King’s  printer  to  put  into  type  a specimen  of  the  earliest  of  these 
documents.”  The  Agenda,  as  the  Committee  are  aware,  were  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  board,  and  sent  to  every  commissioner.  When  the  matter  came  before  the 
board,  the  following  order  was  made  : “ Acts  of  the  Privy  Council.  Produced  the 
remarks  on  the  acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  printed  in  the  notes  of  business  • the 
secretary  stating,  that  he  has  instructed  the  King’s  printer  to  put  into  type,  a spe- 
cimen of  the  earliest  of  those  documents.  Ordered,  That  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  be 
authorized  to  proceed  with  the  printing  of  this  work,  under  the  direction  of  the 
board.” 

238.  What  is  the  date  of  that? — The  1st  of  June  1833  : another  point,  upon 
which  I am  particularly  desirous  of  giving  some  explanation,  relates  to  that  part 
of  my  examination  in  which  I was  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  quali- 
fications of  Mr.  Charles  Gay.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I have  done  that,  person 
great  injustice ; I was  examined  as  to  his  capability  of  arranging  records  chrono- 
logically and  topographically.  Questions  were  also  asked  me  as  to  the  final 
arrangement  of  the  records,  and  as  to  binding.  I have  procured  information  upon 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Charles  Gay’s  qualifications  ; and  I trust  the  Committee  will 
allow  me  to  state  the  substance  of  a letter  which  I have  received  from  him.  He 
says,  “ In  answer  to  your  questions,  I beg  to  state  that  it  is  now  28  years  since  I 
first  went  to  Mr.  Caley,  and  I frequently  attended  and  assisted  him  in  his  searches 
(and  made  many  without  him,  which  is  well  known  to  record  gentlemen)  from 
that  date ; but  for  the  last  17  years  I have  been  employed  in  sorting  and  arranging 
as  to  date,  counties,  &c.  in  this  office,  and  superintending  the  repairing  here  and 
in  various  other  offices.  I had  drawn  out  a statement  of  my  labours,  which  I beg 
particularly  to  draw  your  attention  to,  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  records 
in  the  Augmentation  Office,  pointing  out  that  the  principal  arrangement  is  done  on 
my  own  plan,  and  is  in  fact  my  own  doing,  and  I beg  to  send  it  herewith.”  The 
statement  which  Mr.  Gay  here  mentions  is  an  extremely  material  document,  with 
reference  to  the  question  to  whom  the  credit  of  the  mode  of  arranging  the  records 
in  the  Augmentation  Office  is  due.  The  letter  continues,  “ With  regard  to 
binding  the  records,  it  has  been  by  your  direction  discontinued,  to  save  expense. 
But  I continue  to  sort  and  arrange  as  usual.  I may  here  add,  that  although  not 
able  to  translate  Records,  I have  been  in  the  habit  for  many  years  of  occasionally 
making  official  copies  for  Mr.  Caley,  to  be  produced  in  evidence.” 

I thought  it  due  to  this  individual  to  obtain  other  testimony  as  to  his  abilities, 
and  I will  read  a short  extract  from  a letter  of  Mr.  Charles  Devon  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Devon  says,  “ I have  frequently  heard  Messrs.  Grimaldi,  Hewlett, 
Illingworth,  Dr.  Wilson,  Messrs.  Gage,  Freeth,  Lemon,  Cox,  and  many  others, 
capable  of  forming  a correct  judgment,  speak  in  praise  of  Mr.  Gay’s  intelligence  and 
general  usefulness  in  the  office.  He  further  says,  “ I believe  Gay  has  made  nearly 
every  search  in  that  office  for  the  last  four  years.  I do  not  intend  to  state  that  Mr. 
Gay  is  a good  scholar,  or  can,  off-hand,  read  any  Latin  document  in  the  office,  though 
from  his  mechanical  knowledge  of  records  there  are  few  he  could  not  copy,  and,  under 
the  able  direction  of  the  late  Mr.  Caley,  he  is  conversant  with  the  nature  and  con- 
tents of  most.  As  to  the  ancient  English  documents,  however  difficult  or  abbre- 
viated, he  is  perfectly  competent  to  copy,  and  to  my  knowledge  has  copied  many 
thousand  folios  for  the  late  Mr.  Caley.”  Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  in  a letter  I have 
received  from  him,  makes  this  statement : “ It  must  be  near  30  years  since  Charles 
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Gay  first  went  to  Mr.  Caley,  and  he  has  always  assisted  him  in  his  searches  at  the 
Augmentation  Office  from  that  early  period,  and  for  more  than  15  years  he  has 
been  constantly  employed  in  sorting,  arranging  and  mending  the  records  of  that 
office,  and  in  repairing  the  documents  of  this  and  other  record  repositories ; and  it 
used  to  be  Mr.  Oaleys  pride  to  show  the  masterly  manner  in  which  many  were 
done  by  him  at  the  Chapter  House;  and  I should  say,  from  his  vast  experience 
(although  an  uneducated  man)  no  one  is  more  capable  of  sorting  records  chrono- 
logically and  topographically,  than  he  is;  nay,  more,  he  has  often  made  official 
copies  for  evidence  for  Messrs.  Hewlett,  Illingworth  and  others,  who,  I am  quite 
sure  would  gladly  give  evidence  of  his  fitness:  Mr.  Grimaldi  says,  he  is  a most 
mtelhgent  man.  The  arrangement  at  the  Augmentation  Office  is,  I believe 
chiefly  Gays,  which  you  will  find  by  a statement  drawn  up  by  himself”  It 
explains  the  difference  between  the  old  arrangement  and  the  new,  and  satisfies  me 
that  when  1 was  last  examined  I did  not  do  this  honest  man  justice. 

[The  statement , which  consisted  of  two  papers,  was  delivered  in.] 

23.9.  In  whose  hand-writing  are  these  documents  ?— They  are  copies.  But  I 
have  here  certain  original  documents  in  Mr.  Gay’s  hand-writing;  since  I was  under 
the  painful  riecessity  of  discharging  Mr.  Cole,  Mr.  Gay  has  made  monthly  reports 
of  which  these  are  copies.  [ The  copies  of  Reports  were  delivered  in.l  I also 
produce,  for  the  inspection  of  the  Committee,  the  originals  I received  from  Mr 
Gay.  I also  beg  leave  to  produce  another  document:  Mr.  Charles  Gay  during 
Mr.  Caley  s illness  was  directed  by  me  to  make  weekly  reports.  I had  foro-otteS 
that  circumstance  ; and  I am  sure,  when  the  Committee  see  by-and-bye  the  mass  of 
business  this  commission  has  transacted,  they  will  not  be  surprised  that  a practising- 
barrister  who  forgets  the  contents  of  his  brief  when  he  has  pleaded  his  cause  should 
have  forgotten  some  matters  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Charles  Gay  was  directed  by  me 
to  make  weekly  reports,  and  he  made  weekly  reports  of  the  records  cleaned,  pressed 
&c.  1 hose  reports  extend  from  the  22d  of  June  1833  to  the  12th  of  April  1834 
the  time  of  Mr.  Caley  s death,  and  the  number  of  documents  in  the  Augmentation 
Uttice,  which  during-  that  period  underwent  those  operations,  amount  to  not 
fewer  than  24,921.  In  explanation  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  binding,  I may 
observe,  that  .it  took  place  partly  from  a desire  to  save  expense  at  the  present 
unsettled  period,  and  partly  from  a doubt  existing  in  my  mind  whether  Mr.  Charles 
Gay  was  altogether  competent  to  select  the  documents  to  be  finally  arranged  and 
bound  together  Whatever  doubt  may  be  fairly  entertained  as  to  the  binding 
1 am  satisfied,  however,  as  to  Mr.  Gay’s  sufficiency  as  regards  the  arrangement.  & 

[A  copy  of  the  weekly  Reports,  from  June  1833  to  April  1834,  was  handed  in.] 

240.  Then  it  appears,  from  your  account,  that  Mr.  Charles  Gay  has,  in  fact, 
been  doing  the  business  of  a sub-commissioner,  and  is  perfectly  competent  to  do 
f~Mr-  Charles  Gay  is,  from  the  inspection  of  these  documents,  I believe,  per- 
Office  C°mpetent  t0  cean’  to  sort  and  t0  arrange  the  records  in  the  Augmentation 

t a41'  Is  lie1comPetfnt>  in  your  opinion,  to  methodize  and  arrange  the  records?— 

1 do  not  understand  what  methodizing  means  as  apart  from  arranging.  Another 
point  upon  which  I ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  give  some  explana- 
tion is  this.  It  seemed  to  me,  on  looking  over  my  evidence,  that  there  might  be 
an  impression  upon  the  minds  of  some  members  of  the  Committee,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  some  careless,  some  inaccurate  expression  of  mine,  used  either  in  letters 
or  m conversation,  I had  produced  an  impression  upon  Mr.  Cole’s  mind  that  he  was 
a sub-commissioner,  and  perfectly  independent  of  me.  Now,  that  that  was  not  the 
case,  1 can  satisfy  the  Committee  in  a moment.  Mr.  Cole  has  printed  a pamphlet  ad- 
dressed to  I he  Speaker,  upon  what  he  calls  the  conduct  of  Charles  Purton  Cooper, 
esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records.  In  that  pamphlet,  at 
page  3o,  is  a etter  addressed  by  Mr.  Cole  to  me  on  the  23d  of  June  1833,  a few 
months  after  he  came  into  the  employ  of  the  board  and  myself.  He  says,  ^ It  is 
01  importance  to  me,  both  present  and  future  to  ascertain  my  exact  position  and 
prospects  under  the  Record  Commission,  and  I am  sure  that  my  requesting  ex- 
p cit  information  upon  the  following  subjects  will  not  be  taxing  your  kindness 
p ,'ea^  * assume  that  I am  an  agent  of  some  description  engaged  with 
11am  IC-  ec°r<^s’  wither  I am  called  a clerk  or  sub-commissioner,  or  any  other 
mme  is  perfect  y indifferent  to  me;  but  it  is  very  desirable  that  I should  know 
ei  as  such  an  agent,  I am  employed  directly  by  the  board,  or  whether  I am 
'33,  C 2 a r tine 
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C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  acting  under  your  own  individual  authority  and  responsibility;  and  as  a conse- 

• quence,  whether  I am  dischargeable  only  by  an  order  of  the  board,  or  whether 

29  February  183G.  by  yourself  at  your  pleasure.  Further,  whether  on  the  supposition  that  I am  or 
should  be  disposed  to  quit  my  present  occupation,  what  length  of  notice  is  requi- 
site ; and  again,  whether  such  notice  is  to  be  given  officially  to  the  board,  or 
merely  personally  to  yourself ; and  also,  what  notice  I am  to  expect  in  the  event 
of  my  services  being  no  longer  needed.  Thus  much,  in  respect  of  my  position, 
I feel  myself  fully  justified  to  request  information  upon.”  On  the  next  day,  the 
29th  of  June  1833,  it  appears  by  his  pamphlet  (page  37),  that  I Sent  him  this 
letter  : — “Dear  Sir  ; You  were  lately  a clerk  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  at  a salary, 
as  well  as  I recollect,  of  125/.  a year.  You  now  fill  a similar  situation  under  the 
secretary,  but  your  salary  has  been  raised  to  150/.  per  annum.  What  is'  the 
precise  authority  that  the  secretary  may  possess  over  you,  and  the  other  clerks  in 
a similar  situation,  I will  not  pretend  to  determine,  having  never  given  the 
subject  a thought ; nor  do  I apprehend  circumstances  are  likely  to  arise  that  will 
render  a decision  of  this  question  necessary.  And  if  it  be  of  any  importance  to 
you,  permit  me  to  observe,  you  should  have  mentioned  it  at  the  time  when  I en- 
gaged you.”  Then  comes  an  immaterial  passage,  and  then  I continue  in  these 
words : “ Of  the  utility  of  your  labours  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  remind 
me,  as  my  unceasing  exertions  had  for  many  months  before  you  had  touched 
a record  in  the  Mews  been  used  to  obtain  access  to  that  repository : but  whether 
your  labours  merit  a greater  remuneration  than  you  at  present  feceive,  I do  not 
mean  to  determine ; any  representation,  however,  that  you  wish  to  make  shall  be 
laid  before  the  next  board,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  it  to  me.”  There 
are  two  other  letters  of  Mr.  Cole  printed  in  the  same  pamphlet,  from  which 
I must  read  extracts.  The  one  letter  is  dated  1st  July  1833,  and  is  in  reply  to 
my  letter  of  the  29th  June.  In  it  Mr.  Cole  says,  “I  beg  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,-  and  although  T regret  that  I find  therein 
little  of  the  information  I sought,  I am  willing  to  believe  you  gave  ■ me  such  as, 
under  present  arrangements  of  the  commission,  you  were  able  to  do.  Perhaps 
you  will  allow  me  to  add  an  observation  or  two  to  yours,  that  I was  lately 
a clerk  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  at  a salary  of  125/.  per  year,  and  that  I now  fill 
a similar  situation  under  the  secretary,  but  my  salary  has  been  raised  to  150/.  a 
year.  The  apposition  of  these  facts  seems  to  show  a bettering  of  my  position,”  &c. 
&c.  The  other  letter  is  dated  July  8,  1833,  and  contains  these  passages: 
“ I am  fully  sensible  of  your  kind  and  voluntary  offer  to  lay  before  the  board  any 
communication  I may  desire  to  make,  and  which  offer  I readily  now  accept, 
I humbly  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  board  the  propriety  of  fixing  some 
definite  remuneration  for  the  operations  which  have  been  confided  to  my  care, 
to  methodize,  regulate  and  digest  the  records,  rolls,  instruments,  books  and 
papers,  stated  in  His  Majesty’s  Commission  to  be  its  primary-object ; and  such 
operations,  which  are  now  performing  upon  the  records  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 
King’s  Mews,  I have  the  honour  and  pleasure  to  superintend  by  your  appoint- 
ment,” &c.  I conceive  it  to  be  wholly  unnecessary  to  make  any  observations  upon 
the  extracts  of  the  letters  I have  just  read.  ' 

242.  How  many  Record  Offices  are  there  in  London,  or  in  the  country  at  large, 
the  documents  in  which  come  within  the  province  of  the  commissioners  ? — The 
whole  of  the  repositories  which  were  the  subject  of  the  inquiries  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1800  on  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present  commission,  as  it  has  been  always 
construed. 

243.  Do  you  know  how  many  of  those  there  are? — Not  without  counting 
them. 

244.  Can  you  tell  about  the  number? — No,  I cannot,  without  reference  to  the 
volume  which  I see  now  in  the  hands  of  a member  of  the  Committee. 

245.  Has  the  commission  taken  any  part  with  regard  to  the  records  in  the  Rolls 
Chapel? — Yes. 

246.  In  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office?— Yes,  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
Office  it  has. 

247.  The  Augmentation  Office  ? — Yes. 

248.  The  Tower? — Yes. 

249.  The  Pipe  Office? — Yes,  the  late  Pipe  Office. 

250.  The  Chapter  House  ? — Yes. 

251.  The  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  in  the  Exchequer  ?-- Yes. 

252.  And 
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252.  And  the  Pell  Office?— Yes,  the  late  Pell  Office. 

Haa.  j1  df e anr  thi”g  with  regard  to  the  records  in  the  King's  Bench 
Office?  With  reference  to  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  Office  nothing  has 
been  done  accept  a transfer  of  records  from  the  present  Rolls  Court  at  West- 
minster to  the  Rolls  House,  Chancery-lane,  and  the  demand  of  a return  to  the 
circular  questions  of  the  board.  I am  not  aware  that  any  thing  more  was  possible 
or  requisite.  0 r 

254.  Has  it  done  any  thing  with  regard  to  the  Lord  Treasurer's  Remem- 
brancer . I he  board  has  had  various  communications  with  Mr.  Foxton,  who 
belonged  to  this  office,  now  abolished ; without  referring  to  my  papers,  I cannot 
state  what  the  commission  has  done  there. 

255.  In  the  Land  Revenue  Office? — The  commissioners  have  had  several 
reports  as  to  that  office  m reply  to  inquiries  they  have  made. 

256.  The  Welsh  Auditor’s  Office? — That  is  incorporated  with  the  Office  of 
Land  Revenue  for  England.  The  board  some  time  since  applied  to  the 
Treasury  to  appoint  a keeper  of  the  records  of  the  United  Offices  of  Land 
Revenue  for  England  and  Wales.  I forget  the  date  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
m which  a change  was  made  in  these  offices  ; there  is  now  a legal  custos. 

257.  The  Exchequer  of  Pleas? — In  Old-square,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  nothing  can 

be  wanting  there.  ’ s 

258.  The  Common  Pleas  r — Mr.  Hewlett  some  time  ago  had  the  politeness  to 
communicate  a copy  of  a very  long  report.  I know  of  nothing  there  that  requires 

. the  interference  of  the  board. 

259.  The  Duchy  of  Cornwall? — Returns  and  reports  have  been  received  from 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  and  some  copies  have  been  made  there. 

260.  In  the  First  Fruits  Office?— I do  not  recollect  whether  any  return  has 
been  received  from  that  office. 


261.  There  are  some  small  Chancery  offices ; the  Petty  Bag  Office  has  any 

thing  been  done  there?— There  is  a full  return  from  the  Petty  Bag  Office  which 
I have  here ; most  of  the  Chancery  offices  have  made  Returns.  ’ 

262.  What  is  the  name  of  the  keeper  of  the  Rolls  Office  ?— Mr.  Leach. 

263.  Is  he  appointed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  ?— He  is. 

264  Who  is  superintending  the  operations  under  the  commission  in  that 
office  ?— Mr.  Palmer,  the  principal  clerk  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  Record  Office 
1 beg  leave  to  read  an  extract  of  a letter  from  him,  dated  the  4th  of  July  1833  : 
in  it,  in  answer  to  a question  from  me,  whether  it  was  necessary  that  there  should 
be  any  otner  superintendence  over  the  workmen  there,  he  says,  “ I do  not  think 
there  is  the.  least  necessity  for  any  further  superintendence  than  is  exercised  at 
present. 

265  Is  he  a clerk  in  the  Rolls  Office  ?— He  is  the  principal  clerk  in  the  Rolls 
Chapel  Record  Office. 

266.  So  that  he  is  at  once  acting  under  the  keeper  of  the  office  and  under  the 
commission ?— He  is;  but  lie  receives  at  present  no  emolument  from  the  com- 
mission. 


267.  But  he  superintends  all  the  work  done  under  the  commission  ?— There  is 
very  little  work  done,  and  for  a very  simple  reason,  the  repairing  is  carried  on 
m the  roof  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  there  is  not  space  to  employ  more  than  two 
workmen. 

268.  Is  Mr.  Palmer  a sub-commissioner? — He  is  not. 

269.  In  the  Agenda,  at  page  282,  there  is  this  account  of  the  building  in 
which  the  Rolls  are  kept,  m a report  from  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  : 

***"  1t0,t,he  Rolls>  in  the  uPper  part  of  the  chapel,  is  by  a gallery,  so  narrow, 
that  the  ladder  necessary  to  mount  higher,  can  hardly  be  placed  in  safety.  On 
the  ground-floor  are  the  patent  rolls,  in  a spot  so  dark,  that  no  one  can  see  to  read 
any  one  there,  and  a candle  is  properly  not  allowed.  They  can  be  removed,  there- 
lore  only  by  guess,  matured  into  habit.  On  the  ground-floor  are  also  some 
ot  the  early  close  rolls.  In  a narrow  passage,  round  this  room,  are  inquisitions 
post  mortem,  scarcely  accessible.”  Is  that  a correct  description  of  the  state  of  the 
room  in  which  those  records  are  kept?— It  is,  as  well  as  I recollect,  a correct  de- 
scnption  of  parts  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  where  the  records  are  kept. 

270.  What  is  the  date  of  that  report? — March  1833. 

271 . Is  that  their  present  condition? — It  is. 

272.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  inaccurate  to  describe  that  building  as  dark, 
nconvement  and  crowded  ? — That  is  a very  accurate  description  of  the  building. 

0,33-  ' c 3 2 73.  Is 
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273.  Is  it  damp? — In  the  roof  it  is  damp  in  the  winter  time,  in  the  summer  it 
is  excessively  hot ; nothing  can,  in  my  judgment,  be  more  injurious  to  the  records, 
than  that  alternate  exposure  to  damp  and  to  great  heat. 

274.  Are  the  whole  of  those  records  in  the  Rolls  Office  in  situations  which  are 
fire-proof? — No  fire  is  ever  lighted  in  the  Rolls  Chapel ; the  building  is,  however, 
not  fire-proof. 

275.  Are  there  fires  in  the  surrounding  buildings  ? — There  are. 

276.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Is  it  divided  from  them  by  any  party  wall? — There  are 
party-walls,  but  there  is  a communication  between  the  Rolls  Office,  and  also  the 
Rolls  House  and  the  Rolls  Chapel ; there  are  iron  doors,  but  the  chapel  would  be 
in  danger,  were  the  houses  at  the  end  of  it,  in  Chancery-lane,  on  fire. 

277.  Then  there  is  no  protection  against  any  fire  that  may  arise  in  the  ad- 
joining buildings  ? — I think  if  there  was  a fire  in  the  adjoining  buildings  there 
would  be  danger  of  its  communicating  with  the  Chapel. 

278.  The  Chairman.]  Has  the  commission  done  any  thing  for  arranging  the  re- 
cords in  this  building? — The  commission  has  taken  steps  to  put  in  order  a portion 
of  the  unarranged  records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel ; the  unarranged  portion  is,  however, 
very  trifling. 

279.  How  many  persons  has  it  employed  since  its  commencement  in  ar- 
ranging those  records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? — Mr.  Palmer  has  occasionally  been 
employed  in  arranging  certain  of  the  records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel.  The  work- 
men, of  course,  are  not  employed  in  arranging ; they  are  merely  employed  in 
repairing. 

280.  How  many  workmen  are  there  ? — There  are  at  present  two  ; formerly  there 
was  only  one.  There  is  no  room  for  more  than  two  ; they  work  in  a small  recess 
in  the  roof. 

281.  So  that,  in  fact,  there  never  have  been  above  two  workmen  employed  by 
the  commission  in  the  repairs  ? — There  is  no  space  for  more  than  two. 

282.  The  arrangement  is  entirely  left  to  Mr.  Palmer,  who  is  not  in  the  pay 
of  the  board,  but  who  is  a clerk  in  the  office  itself? — There  is  no  arrangement  pro- 
ceeding at  this  moment. 

283.  But  Mr.  Palmer  was  at  one  time  occupied  in  arranging  the  records  ? — 
Mr.  Palmer  was  occupied  for  some  short  time  in  arranging  two  species  of  records ; 
they  are,  with  the  exception  of  some  miscellaneous  records,  the  only  records  that 
I know  of  which  were  unarranged  in  the  Chapel,  and  they  are  very  few  in 
number. 

284.  Are  the  close  rolls  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  arranged? — They  are;  I believe 
that  all  the  Records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  with  some  trifling  exceptions,  are 
arranged. 

285.  Are  the  Parliament  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls  and  the  Confirmation  Rolls 
also  arranged  ? — They  are. 

286.  Are  the  Parliamentary  Writs  arranged? — They  have  been  repaired  and 
bound  by  the  present  board ; they  are  arranged. 

287.  Are  the  Privy  Seal  Writs  bound? — The  arrangement  of  them  was  com- 
menced by  the  present  board ; I do  not  recollect  whether  it  is  complete. 

288.  Are  there  any  miscellaneous  records  there  not  arranged? — As  in  other 
large  offices,  there  may  be  some  few  of  no  moment. 

289.  Then  there  is  nothing  now  doing  in  the  way  of  arrangement,  because 
there  is  in  fact  nothing  to  do  ? — The  repairs  only  are  now  prosecuting. 

290.  Is  not  some  arrangement  going  on  upon  the  inquisitions  post  mortem ? — 
The  inquisitions  post  mortem  are  in  the  course  of  being  repaired  ; but  I am  not 
aware  that  they  are  in  the  course  of  being  arranged  ; I believe  they  have  always 
been  arranged. 

291.  Do  you  know  that  it  has  been  stated  in  a letter  or  report  of  one  of  the 
commissioners,  Mr.  Protheroe,  that  at  the  present  rate  it  will  take  about  eight 
years  to  arrange  those  inquisitions  post  mortem  ? — I have  some  indistinct  recollec- 
tion of  a letter  of  Mr.  Protheroe’s  which  contains  that  statement. 

292.  Do  you  suppose  that  to  be  an  accurate  statement? — I never  made  any 
calculation  upon  the  subject,  that  I remember. 

293.  It  would  appear  from  that,  that  the  arrangement  which  is  even  now 
going  on  will,  at  the  present  rate,  take  eight  years  to  complete? — The  operation 
of  repairing  necessarily  goes  on  slow,  as  only  two  workmen  can  be  employed; 

I think  it  very  probable  that  it  would  last  as  long  as  has  been  mentioned. 

294.  Mr 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


23 


294.  Mr.  Hawes.~\  Would  it  not  be  desirable  that  some  system  of  arrangement 
should  go  on  at  the  same  time  with  the  repairing  ? — It  would  be  very  desirable 
if  it  can  be  shown  that  any  arrangement  is  wanting,  that  that  should  be  done. 

2 95.  Could  not  it  possibly  be  accomplished  if  a previous  plan  were  laid  down 
for  the  arrangement  ? — There  is  no  space  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  for  any  other 
arrangement  than  that  which  at  present  exists ; nothing  would  be  gained  by  a 
change  of  locality  from  one  part  of  the  chapel  to  another. 

296.  Has  any  plan  been  digested  for  the  arrangement,  so  as  to  take  advantage 
of  it  while  the  repairs  are  going  on? — No  plan  has  been  suggested,  because 
nobody,  that  I am  aware  of,  ever  asserted  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  a 
re-arrangement  of  the  records  in  that  repository. 

297.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley.']  Are  the  inquisitions  post  mortem  arranged  in  any 
way  whatever? — They  are  in  a course  of  repairing;  I am  not  certain  that  they 
are  in  a course  of  arrangement ; I have  always  understood  that  they  were  already 
arranged  ; but  I may  be  wrong. 

298.  Simultaneously  with  repairing  and  cleaning,  is  no  system  of  arrangement 
of  those  records  adopted  ? — I believe  the  bundles  are  put  back  in  their  proper 
places  as  soon  as  they  are  repaired. 

2 99.  Mr.  Hawes.\  According  to  any  systematic  arrangement  previously  deter- 
mined upon? — I believe  so,  according  to  the  arrangement  that  has  always 
existed. 

300.  Chairman .]  Is  that  left  entirely  to  the  two  workmen  ? — No,  the  arrange- 
ment would  be  with  Mr.  Palmer ; if  there  were  any  re-arrangement,  he  would  be 
responsible  for  it. 

301.  Dr.  Bowring .]  What  proportion  of  the  inquisitions  do  you  suppose  are  so 
arranged  ? — I cannot  state  the  proportion  repaired  or  bound ; I believe  all  are 
arranged. 

302.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley .]  If  you  have  stated  that  the  inquisitions  post  mortem 
were  not  arranged  because  there  was  not  sufficient  room  for  their  arrangement, 
you  have  made  a mistake  in  that  statement  ? — I have  certainly  made  a mistake  if 
I have  stated  that  the  inquisitions  post  mortem  have  not  been  arranged  for  want 
of  room.  What  I meant  to  say  was,  that  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  Chapel, 
no  new  and  different  arrangement  can  be  made  of  the  records  there;  I believe 
the  inquisitions  post  mortem  have  always  been  arranged  in  bundles  according  to 
years. 

303.  As  the  inquisitions  post  mortem  have  been  repaired,  they  have  been 
arranged  again  in  the  same  manner  in  which  they  were  previously  to  their  being 
taken  down  for  repair? — I imagine  they  are  put  back  into  the  same  places  from 
whence  they  were  taken  for  the  purpose  of  being  repaired,  or  into  similar  places. 
They  are  in  bundles,  and  the  bundles  are,  as  I believe,  chronologically  arranged, 
and  have  always  been  so. 

304.  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand,  that  at  the  present  moment  the 
inquisitions  post  mortem  having  been  repaired  and  cleaned,  are  replaced  in  the 
same  situation  in  which  they  were  previously  to  their  being  taken  down,  without 
any  specific  arrangement  as  to  dates,  times,  or  other  particulars? — I cannot 
answer  that  question  more  precisely  than  I have  already  done  without  com- 
municating with  Mr.  Palmer. 

305.  Mr.  Hawes.]  In  fact,  personally  you  have  no  knowledge  ? — I have  no 
knowledge  without  referring  to  papers  beyond  what  I may  have  already  shown. 

306.  Personally  you  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existing  arrangement  going  on 
in  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? — When  a report  is  made  to  me,  I act  upon  it.  A fortnight 
afterwards  I should  probably  be  unable  to  state  the  contents  of  that  report. 

307.  If  the  arrangement  is  bad,  and  if  there  be  any  omission  or  error  in  placing 
the  writs,  either  in  reference  to  the  dates  or  subjects,  so  that  they  are  not  placed 
in  correct  order,  you  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it? — I do  not  consider  that 
I am  responsible  for  any  error  of  that  description,  and  I certainly  should  not 
discover  it  except  from  the  information  of  persons  who  might  have  occasion  to 
make  legal  or  literary  searches  in  the  office ; and  my  communications  with  such 
persons  are  very  frequent. 

308.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Have  any  directions  been  given  for  any  new  arrangement 
in  the  different  offices? — No  special  directions;  none  beyond  general  directions. 

309.  The  Chairman.]  By  whom  were  the  general  directions  given  ?• — The  general 
directions  have  been  given  by  the  secretary. 

0-33-  c 4 3io-  To 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  3 io.  To  whom? — If  the  question  still  relates  to  the  Rolls  Chapel,  I have 
given  no  directions  to  Mr.  Palmer. 

29  February  1836.  311.  You  said  that  you  did  not  consider  yourself  responsible  for  the  arrange- 

ments that  were  going  on ; whom  do  you  consider  responsible  ? — Supposing  any 
arrangements  of  records  were  necessary  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  the  commission 
must  consult  the  keeper  of  the  records  there,  and  would  probably  follow  his 
advice. 

312.  Suppose  it  was  found  out  that  the  arrangements  were  exceedingly  careless 
and  bad,  who  should  you  say  is  blameable  for  that  carelessness  and  neglect  ? — 
That  would  depend  upon  whether  the  arrangements  were  proceeding  under  the 
sole  authority  of  the  board,  or  under  the  superintendence  of  the  keeper  of  the 
records. 

313.  The  question  refers  to  the  arrangement  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  of  those 
records  which  are  being  repaired  ; if  it  should  be  discovered  that  any  great 
inaccuracies  have  been  committed  in  the  arrangement,  whom  should  you  blame 
for  those  inaccuracies  ? — Mr.  Palmer,  if  any  arrangement  were  going  on. 

3 1 4.  He  is  one  of  the  keepers  of  the  office  ? — He  is  the  chief  clerk. 

315.  Would  you  blame  him  as  having  been  employed  by  the  commissioners? 
— No,  as  being  the  chief  clerk  of  the  office. 

316.  Then,  in  fact,  the  commission  in  this  office  have  exercised  no  superin- 
tendence themselves  over  the  arrangement,  but  have  trusted  it  entirely  to  the 
keeper  of  the  office,  not  employed  by  them,  and  not  responsible  to  them  ? — The 
commission  in  the  different  offices  varies  the  kind  of  assistance  it  affords,  according 
to  the  wants  of  the  offices.  If  arrangement  were  required  in  the  Rolls.  Chapel, 
under  the  existing  circumstances  of  that  establishment,  the  superintendence 
would  be  intrusted  to  Mr.  Palmer. 

317.  Dr.  Bowring.']  To  whom  should  you  look 'in  that  office  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  objects  of  the  commission  ? — The  only  persons  in  the  office  over  whom 
the  board  has  full  control  are  the  workmen.  The  commission,  as  I hold,  has 
little  authority  over  the  keeper. 

318.  The  authority  given  by  the  royal  commission  is  undoubted,  is  it  not? — 
I have  always  thought  the  royal  commission  gave  the  board  little  authority. 

319.  The  Chairman .]  Is  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Rolls  Office 
chronological  ? — I believe  it  is. 

320.  In  what  state  of  preservation  are  they?— With  some  few  exceptions,  the 
records  are  in  a state  of  good  preservation. 

321.  Is  it  not  the  fact,  that  the  records  which  properly  belong  to  the  Rolls 
Office,  that  is,  the  records  under  the  charge  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  records, 
are  not  of  veiy  ancient  date,  not  above  100  years  old  ? — No,  certainly  not.  They 
commence  with  the  reign  of  Richard  III. 

322.  Are  the  records  in  the  Rolls  Office  bound  ? — Some  of  the  inquisitions  post 
mortem , surveys  of  church  livings,  and  Returns  to  Parliament,  have  been  bound. 

323.  Do  you  know  at  all  the  convenience  and  propriety  of  the  shape  and 
- manner  in  which  they  have  been  bound  ? — Some  objections  were  made  a few 

years  ago  to  the  manner  in  which  some  of  them  were  bound  under  Mr.  Caley’s 
direction,  and  I believe  a change  in  the  manner  was  introduced,  but  I am  not  sure. 

324.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  following  fact  is  true  or  not,  that 'those  records 
are  bound  up  in  volumes,  and  that  when  the  clerks  wish  to  copy  out  any  of  them, 
as  it  will  be  inconvenient  from  the  shape  in  which  they  are  bound  to  copy  them 
from  the  book,  the  record  is  cut  out  and  copied,  and  afterwards  put  back  into 
the  book  in  which  it  has  previously  been  bound  ? — I recollect  hearing  a statement 
of  that  sort  soon  after  I was  appointed  secretary ; this  perhaps  was  one  of  the 
reasons  why  a change  was  introduced  in  the  manner  of  binding,  in  case  any. 
change  was  made. 

325.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  this  system  of  binding  has 
been  put  an  end  to  ? — If  there  were  any  thing  objectionable  in  it,  I make  no  doubt 
I put  an  end  to  it. 

326.  Do  you  know  whether  the  clerks  still  cut  any  records  that  they  wish  to 
consult  ? — Upon  reflection  I doubt  very  much  whether  the  story  is  true ; if  it 
were,  I should  have  a more  lively  recollection  upon  the  subject. 

327.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Does  the  commission  bear  the  expense  of  binding?— It  did- 

328.  And  would  now  if  there  was  any  binding  going  on? — Yes. 

. • 329.  Cannot 
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329.  Cannot  you  state  whether  they  are  bound  now  as  they  were  before  ?_ At 

present  there  is  no  binding  proceeding  at  the  Rolls  Chapel.  The  binding  has 
been  some  months  suspended.  ° 

330.  The  Chairman.']  Are  there  good  calendars  and  indexes  ? — The  calendars 

and  indexes  belonging  to  the  public  are  very  defective.  There  are  good  private 
calendars  and  indexes.  6 ^ 

331.  In  the  report  of  Mr.  Illingworth  to  the  board,  on  the  20th  of  Mav  1831 
it  is  stated,  that  out  of  134  indexes  belonging  to  this  office,  whereof  107  are 
those  of  the  patent  and  close  rolls,  there  are  not  more  than  two  containing-  an 
alphabetical  index  of  the  names  of  the  places  or  subject-matter  granted  ; the 
public  indexes  being  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  name  of  the  grantees 
hnperfectS  ” re  6aSeeS  ' is  that  correct  ?— -The  indexes  belonging  to  the  public  are’ 

332.  Is  the  inference,  drawn  in  the  same  report,  which  follows,  incorrect 
namely,  bo  that  were  it  not  for  other  sources  of  information  besides  the  public’ 
indexes,  His  Majesty  s subjects  would  be  nearly  excluded  from  all  information 
contained  in  this  immense  body  of  records,  the  rolls  themselves  being  upwards  of 
20,000  in  number  ?— If  such  statement  be  found  in  Mr.  Illingworth’s  observa- 
tions, 1 have  no  doubt  of  its  accuracy. 

33?'*lHaS  -h'nA  b“n  d°ne  ^ tbe  board  *°  Pr0Tide  good  calendars  for  the 
use  of  the  public  .--The  private  calendars  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  Kipling 
are  capable  of  furnishing  all  the  information  that  the  public  would  require  The 
board  has  endeavoured  to  obtain  them  for  the  public. 

33 4-  Those  private  calendars  were  compiled  by  the  officers  of  the  office,  were 
they  not.,/  lhat  is,  I believe,  unknown;  they  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Kipling 
from  his  predecessor  m office.  v s 

335.  Could  any  one  not  employed  in  the  office  have  had  an  opportunitv  of 
making  such  a calendar  ?— -In  my  opinion,  it  is  not  probable  that  any  person  not 
employed  m the  office  could  have  compiled  those  calendars. 

336.  Then  it  is  probable  that  those  private  calendars  were  compiled  by  persons 
who  at  the  time  were  employed  in  the  office  at  the  public  expense  ?— Not  at  the 
public  expense. 

337-  Who  were  employed  at  salaries  from  the  public?— They  received  no  sala- 
ries from  the  public. 

338.  But  they  received  fees  ? — They  received  fees. 

339.  Is  it  not  true,  that  upon  inspecting  any  of  those  private  calendars  an  addi- 

the  fee*6  gmneaS  must  be  Pa*d  ? — 1 believe  that  is  the  present  amount  of 

340.  And  upon  consulting  another,  an  additional  fee  of  two  guineas  must  be 
paid  ?-I  do  not  know  the  amount  of  the  fees.  It  is,  I apprefend,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  owner  of  the  calendar,  although  for  many  years  fixed  rules  have 
been  adopted,  according  to  the  number  and  nature  of  searches. 

341.  In  page  7 of  the  Agenda  on  the  30th  of  June  1832,  it  is  stated,  in  a 
communication  from  the  secretary,  that  upon  his  acceptance  of  the  secretaryship 
he  was  informed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiriS 
therein  mentioned  was  the  principal  object  of  the  new  commission  ?— The  in- 
quiry into  the  duties  of  the  officers,  their  emoluments,  & c.  is  a principal  object  of 
R,rfTl"irSS!°n’.aScdlct,I?Ulshed  from  the  objects>  of  tbe  former  commissions, 
mission  ^ °bjeCtS  °f  the  former  coramissi°ns  are  embraced  by  the  present  com- 

?aS  nhe  C?'S“ssi°n  selon  foot  “y  general  inquiry  as  to  all  the  fees 
Mfu’Vflin16  R jCOru  °,?!f  eS  ?— Tbe  commission,  at  a board  which  met  on  the  20th 
«ayl831,  made  the  following  order:— “That  the  secretary  do  prepare  a series 
cLd  ¥ addressed  t0  tlle  keepers  of  the  repositories  of  public  re- 

cords relative  to  the  contents  of  such  repositories,  the  state  of  the  buildings,  the 
rangement  and  condition  of  the  records,  the  calendars  and  indexes  thereto  : the 
officers  and  clerks  employed  for  the  custody  and  arrangement  of  the  records,  their 
pties  salaries,  fees  and  emoluments;  days  and  hours  of  attendance,  and  other 
differootffi  1 16  ™mbfr  of  searches,  certificates  and  copies  yearly  made  in  the 
different  S i 1 ‘he  1 alterations  in  the  contents,  arrangement  and  condition  of  the 
order.  A“S  ,at  ~ave  taken  place  since  the  Returns  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
raers  Ot  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  year  1800 ; and 
and  be  jat  recorda  have  been  cleaned,  repaired  and  bound,  and  by  whom 
o y wi°se  direction,  and  out  of  what  fund  the  expenses  thereof  have  been 
D defrayed ; 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  defrayed  ; the  measures  necessary  or  expedient  for  rendering  the  use  of  the  records 

more  convenient  to  the  public.”  In  pursuance  of  that  order,  the  secretary  pre- 

29  February  1836.  pared  a series  of  circular  questions,  which  were  sent  in  the  first-instance  to  all  the 
principal  record  offices.  I will  deliver  in  a copy  of  the  questions. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.] 

343.  Were  answers  obtained  to  those  questions? — Answers  were  obtained  to 
the  questions;  and  I have  here  the  copies  of  the  returns  which  were  made  from  the 
principal  offices. 

344.  From  some  offices  did  you  get  no  returns  ? — From  some  of  the  minor  offices 
no  returns  were  obtained. 

345.  Has  the  commission  done  nothing  to  obtain  those  returns  since? — In  the 
first  instance  the  commission  sent  the  circular  questions  to  the  principal  offices 
only : an  order  was  subsequently  made  for  sending  the  same  to  all  the  record 
offices,  libraries  and  other  repositories  in  England  and  Wales,  which  came  within 
the  scope  of  the  inquiries  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1800. 

346.  Has  the  commission  obtained  full  information  upon  all  those  subjects  from 
all  the  offices? — From  almost  all  the  offices  from  which  it  was  desirable  to  obtain 

' any  information,  it  has  received  returns. 

347.  What  made  you  think  that  with  reference  to  some  offices  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  obtain  returns  ?— Because  from  examining  the  appendixes  to  the  Com- 
mons’ Report  of  1800,  I satisfied  myself  that  the  returns  would  be  of  no  utility. 

348.  Will  you  mention  any  of  those. offices  ? — Offices  of  the  description  of  the 
Affidavit  Offices  in  the  different  Courts ; indeed  most  of  the  offices  where  law  pro- 
ceedings of  a modern  date  are  kept. 

349.  In  consequence  of  the  information  which  the  Committee  obtained  upon 
this  subject  from  the  Rolls  Office,  what  steps  have  they  taken  towards  diminish- 
ing the  fees  of  the  Rolls  Office? — I cannot  satisfactorily  answer  the  question, 
unless  I am  permitted  to  make  a short  statement,  and  which  I am  prepared  to  do. 

350.  Has  any  thing  been  done  to  diminish  the  fees  of  the  Rolls  Office? — The 
fees  remain  as  they 'did  before. 

35 1 . What  has  prevented  the  reduction  of  the  fees  in  the  Rolls  Office  ; was  it 
considered  by  the  commission  that  they  did  not  require  reduction  ? — It  was  not 
considered  by  the  commission  that  the  fees  did  not  require  reduction.  The  board 
has  no  power  to  reduce  the  fees.  The  commissioners  are  enjoined  by  His  Majesty 
to  make  certain  inquiries,  and,  amongst  others,  into  the  salaries,  fees,  emoluments 
and  perquisites  of  the  officers.  They  have  made  those  inquiries,  and  the  result 
of  them  appears  by  these  returns.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Commissioners 
to  do  any  thing  more  than  to  recommend  to  the  King  that  an  alteration  should  be 
made,  supposing  they  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an  alteration  is  just  and 
expedient. 

352.  When  were  those  returns  made? — In  the  course  of  the  years  1832  and 
1833  for  the  most  part.  There  have  been  some  supplemental  returns,  if  I recol- 
lect right. 

353.  Mr.  Halves.']  Did  they,  in  reference  to  those  fees,  make  any  recommen- 
dation ? — The  commissioners  have  not  as  yet  completed  their  report. 

354.  Then  they  have  not  as  yet  made  any  recommendation  for  a reduction  of 
those  fees  ? — The  report  is  only  in  preparation,  and  of  course  therefore  the  recom- 
mendation has  not  yet  been  made. 

355 • Will  you  state  whether  in  the  report,  which  is  in  preparation,  any  recom- 
mendation or  not  to  that  effect  will  be  made  ? — I cannot,  as  secretary,  undertake 
to  say  what  will  be  the  recommendation  of  the  board  under  this  head.  It  will 
certainly  be  one  of  the  topics  of  the  report. 

356.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Has  the  board  come  to  any  resolution  upon  the  subject 
of  the  fees? — It  has  come  to  no  formal  resolution.  With  reference  to  the  Roll 
Chapel  Record  Office,  his  Honor,  the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls,  suggested,  that 
the  private  indexes  of  the  late  Mr.  Kipling  should  be  purchased  for  public  use. 
That  the  fees  for  searches  by  means  of  those  indexes  should  be  reduced  to  the 
ordinary  amount ; and  indeed  that  the  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Roll  Chapel 
should  have  a fixed  salary,  instead  of  fees. 

357.  The  Chairman.]  What  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  it?— Sir  John  Leach. 

358.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  Was  that  in  the  summer  of  1834  ? — It  was.  I have 
a draft  of  the  Bill,  which,  was  prepared  in  consequence  of  Sir  John  Leach’s 
suggestion. 

359.  The 
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359  The  Chairman^  Was  any  such  Bill  brought  into  Parliament,  or  was  any 
thing  done  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  m consequence  ?_L0rd  Duneannon  gave 
notice  of  introducing  a Bill,  which,  however,  had  other  objects  besides  that  which 
I have  stated. 

36°.  Mr  .Hawes.]  What  was  the  date  of  that  ?— It  was,  I think,  in  July  1834. 
361.  The  Chairman. J That  was  a Bill  for  the  erection  of  a Record  Office  >~It 
was,  and  for  other  purposes. 

262.  And  one  of  the  provisions  of  it  was  for  the  reduction  of  the  fees  ?—  Several 
clauses  of  that  Bill  related  to  the  fees  of  the  keepers  of  records,  and  their 

363.  So  that,  in  fact,  it  made  any  reduction  of  fees  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
previous  erection  of  a general  Record  Office  ?-The  regulation  of  the  fees  was  one 
of  the  objects  of  that  Bill.  The  Bill  contained  clauses  to  the  effect  that  the 
commissioners  on  public  records  might  fix  and -settle  the  amount  of  fees  to  be 
taken  by  the  keepers  of  records  and  their  clerks,  such  fees  not  to  relate  to  records 
of  a later  date  than  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second  : that  they  might  from 
time  to  time  direct  fees  to  be  increased  or  reduced,  or  wholly  omitted  to  be 
receded.  That  the  fees  of  the  keepers  of  records  at  the  Tower,  Rolls  Chapel 
Chapter  House  and  Augmentation  Office,  and  their  clerks,  should  be  paid  into 

tif  fees  ' ““  “at  S“Ch  keeperS  and  ‘ieir  clerks'  should  baTe  salaries  ‘"stead 

3(14.  The  only  reduction  of  fees  made  by  the  board,  was  made  dependent  upon 
he  passing  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  previous  erection  of  a general  Record 
Office  ?— In  the  Bill  for  erecting  a general  Record  Office  on  the  site  of  the  Rolls 
estate,  there  were  such  clauses  as  I have  mentioned. 

365.  Is  not  the  fee  for  looking  into  the  general  index  at  the  Rolls  Is  a vear 

for  each  name  ?— I do  not  recollect.  3 

366.  It  is  stated  in  a pamphlet  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  that  consulting  the  two 
private  indexes,  which  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  consult  together,  could  not  be 
done  under  less  than  seven  guineas  altogether  ? — I am  not  aware  whether  that  is  a 
correct  statement  or  not. 

357-  Has  any  thing  been  done  by  the  commission  for  purchasing  those  private 
catalogues  r-There  was  a resolution  of  the  board,  that  the  secretary  should 
inquire  whether  ,t  was  practicable  to  purchase  for  the  public  use  such  of  the 

Mn^Lfandu^^h^tefm”8  * ^ ^ ^ *• 

368.  When  was  that?— The  20th  May  1831. 

369.  Was  any  thing  done  in  consequence  ?-There  was  some  communication 
between  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  John  Leach,  and  the  person  to  whom  the 
calendars  Monged  A proposal  for  the  sale  of  the  indexes  was,  in  consequence 
k‘d  before  the  board,  but  such  proposal  was  subsequently  withdrawn,  I believe  at 
his  Honors  recommendation,  who  thought  the  purchase  should  be  made  out  Xe 
Office!  ’ r a daUSe  “ the  inteDded  m fOT  baildi"S  a geneml  Rfcmd 

T I,3/0;  So  tbat’,m  P°lnt  of  foot,  the  calendars  have  not  yet  been  purchased?— 

I hey  have  not  been  purchased.  1 

371 . They  remain  in  the  same  hands  ?— They  do. 
abfe^as  hefovt*  ^ ^ "*  PayaMe  0n  insPectio"  ?-Tl‘a  same  fees  are  pay- 

Rolls'Offinr??yT  aWa?  it*  are  reS  5“  takinS  C0P!eS  of  records  ■■>  th* 
Koils  Office  ? I cannot  state  any  of  the  fees  from  recollection. 

is  III'  IlAre  4°.“  aWare  that,if  a party  wants  a c°Py  of  a few  lines  of  a roll  he 
L the  Xl  °°Py,  ^ ! emg  -leSS  the  wholei  unlK«  the  charge  for  copy- 

shteXl  “ 15  8'ulneas?-1  d°"b‘  very  much  the  accuracy  of  that 

any.75'  HaS  tbere  been  anyloss  of  records  in  tlle  Rolls  Office? -I  never  heard  of 

preservation  ? a^,  transcriPts  bee"  mode  from  those  records,  for'  the  purpose  of 
KZ  p'T'  ."1”  intention  at  one  time  of  transcribing  the  writs  and 

co^l;  See”  "‘“"‘t  ™ " °f  the  “?«“•  * P°aaibly  a°ma 

iJ7LNS  Wit'i  a.ny  v!eW  ‘°  Pr,inti"g?— Not  with  any  immediate  view  to  ' print- 
-b0’  d 10U£ 1 I am  certain  that  such  were  repaired,  and  there  is  an  impression' 

15  2 upon 
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C.  P . Cooper,  Esq.  upon  my  mind  that  some  were  transcribed,  yet- 1 am  by  no  means  satisfied  of  this 
last  point. 

29  February  1836.  378.  From  your  account,  the  commission  seem  to  have  left  the  management  of 

the  office  pretty  much  to  the  keeper  ? — The  commission  considers  it  to  be  its  duty 
to  lend  its  aid  only  to  those  record  offices  where  such  aid  is  required.  The 
nature  and  extent  of  the  assistance  afforded  varies  with  the  state  of  the  records, 
and  the  footing  upon  which  the  establishment  is  placed.  Generally  all  the  ope- 
rations of  the  board  are  carried  on  with  the  concurrence  of  the  keeper.  In  the 
Rolls  Chapel  the  commissioners  have  abstained  from  doing  more,  conceiving  that 
more  was  not  requisite  or  practicable. 

379.  This  abstinence  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  has  not  been  owing  to  any 
jealousies  between  the  keeper  and  the  commission  ? — Not  at  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

380.  The  keeper  has  not  placed  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  commission 
doing  whatever  it  proposed  P — The  keeper  has  thrown  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  operations  at  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

381.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynni]  He  is  subject  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  ? — He  is,  and  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

382.  Sir  Robert  Inglis. ] In  regard  to  the  statement  made  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  such 
state  be  attributable  to  the  existing  commissioners,  or  any  former  commissioners,  or 
in  any  way  to  any  officer  of  the  Government,  other  than  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  ? — 
The  present  commission  has  no  power  to  make  any  changes  in  the  repository  at 
the  Rolls  Chapel,  supposing  any  changes  to  be  necessary ; the  commission  can  only 
recommend  them  to  be  effected. 

383.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  former  commission  had  such 
power  ? — No. 

384.  Does  not  the  power  rest  absolutely  with  the  Master  or  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  ? 
— It  rests  with  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

385.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls,  holding  an  office  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  the 
Keeper  of  the  Records  being  appointed  by  him  ? — Yes ; and  the  Keeper  of  the 
Records  holding  his  office  for  life,  and  receiving  no  salary  from  the  public. 

386.  The  Right  hon.  C.  IV.  Williams  Wynni]  Was  not  there  a Committee  ap- 
pointed upon  the  subject  of  those  records  at  the  Rolls  ? — There  was  a Committee 
which  visited  the  Rolls  Chapel ; but  before  that  committee  was  appointed,  orders  had 
been  given,  that  the  Writs  and  Returns  to  Parliament,  and  the  Surveys  of  Church 
Livings,  should  be  repaired  and  bound,  as  well  as  the  inquisitions  'postmortem.  On 
the  10th  of  June  1831,  if  my  memorandum  be  right,  directions  were  given  for  re- 
pairing some  of  those  records,  and  there  was  a previous  order  for  repairing  others  of 
them.  On  the  same  10th  June,  there  was  laid  before  the  board  a copy  of  a me- 
morial of  Sir  John  Leach  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  stating  that  his  Honor 
had  received  from  Henry  Gawler,  esq.,  who  was  then  the  clerk  or  keeper  of  the 
records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  the  statement  therein  mentioned,  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  refer,  and  Rom  which  it  appeared  that  the  present  repository  for  the 
important  records  which  are  there  preserved,  is  not  only  much  too  limited  in 
point  of  space,  but  that  the  want  of  sufficient  air  and  light,  and  the  other  causes 
there  enumerated,  are  gradually  tending  to  the  destruction  of  the  records. 

I produce  a copy  of  that  memorial,  which  bears  upon  many  other  points  which  the 
committee  are  investigating. 

[Witness  delivered  in  the  same.] 

387.  The  Chairman.]  Did  you  mean  to  say  that  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  there  exist 
any  obstacles  to  the  power  of  the  commissioners,  or  any  limits  to  the  authority  of  the 
commission,  different  from  those  which  exist  in  other  offices  ?— I apprehend  that 
in  none  of  the  offices  have  the  commissioners  any  effective  power. 

388.  Do  you  mean  that  that  commission  to  arrange  and  methodize  the  records 

does  not  enable  you  to  go  into  the  office  and  do  so  ?— My  opinion,  as  a lawyer,  is 
that  it  does  not.  . 

389.  Then,  in  fact,  it  has  been  entirely  dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the 
keepers  of  those  offices  whether  the  commission  should  be  allowed  to  do  any  thing 
in  them  or  not?— In  my  judgment,  the  keeper  of  the  records  of  the  Tower  or  of 
the  Rolls  Chapel  may  shut  the  door  in  the  face  of  the  commissioners. 

390.  Who  is  the  keeper  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  ?— Mr.  Danvers  has 
the  custody  of  the  records. 

391.  Who  is  employed  to  superintend  the  business  of  the  commission  in  that 
office  ?— The  repairing  has  been  discontinued  at  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office. 

392.  Is 
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392.  Is  any  one  employed  by  the  commission  there  ?— No  one  at  present. 

393 • While  the  business  was  going  on,  who  superintended  it?— Mr.  Caley 

394.  Did  any  one  superintend  it  after  Mr.  Caley’s  death?— I think  it  was  dis- 
continued previously  to  the  time  of  his  death;  Mr.  Charles  Gay  directed  it,  under 
Mr.  Caley’s  superintendence. 

395.  Did  not  Mr.  Hardy  at  any  time  superintend  it  ?—  He  is  one  of  the  clerks 
in  the  office,  but  he  was  never  employed  by  the  board  for  that  purpose. 

396.  Has  Mr.  Minchin  been  so  employed  ?— The  late  Mr.  Minchin  was  em- 
ployed  as  an  editor.  * 

397.  But  not  in  methodizing-  and  arranging  ?-~No  ; Mr.  William  Hardy  also 
has  been  employed  as  an  editor,  but  not  in  arranging. 

398.  Is  the  building  convenient  ?— I thought  it  not  inconvenient  when  I went 
over  it ; part  of  it  is  used  as  a private  residence,  which  I think  very  objectionable. 

399.  Does  not  that  render  the  records  peculiarly  liable  to  accident  from  fire  ? 

Of  course  it  renders  them  liable  to  accident  from  fire. 

400.  As  liable  as  in  a private  dwelling-house  ?— Most  private  dwelling-houses 
are  probably  more  liable  than  that  house,  as  I believe  it  is  a stone  house;  there 
are  stone  staircases;  I was  told  that  a large  room,  in  which  are  great  part  of  the 
records,  is  considered  to  be  fire-proof. 

401.  Is  the  arrangement  good? — I believe  all  the  records  are  accessible;  when 
I was  there,  the  clerks  were  engaged  in  re-arranging  a portion. 

402.  Are  there  good  calendars  and  indexes  ? — There  are  numerous  calendars 
and  indexes,  and  others  are  in  formation  ; all  this  work  is  done  by  the  gentlemen 
in  the  establishment,  without  the  aid  of  the  commission. 

403.  What  state  of  preservation  are  the  records  in  ? — Generally  speaking,  they 
are  in  a good  state  of  preservation. 

404.  Are  they  bound  ? — Some  are  bound ; they  have  been  bound  under  the 
direction  and  at  the  expense  of  the  board. 

405.  Do  you  know  what  the  fees  of  that  office  are  ? — I cannot  state  them,  except 

by  examining  the  returns.  r 

406.  Has  any  thing  been  done  by  the  commission  to  reduce  the  fees  in  that 
office  ? — Nothing  has  been  done  to  reduce  the  fees. 

407.  Have  any  transcripts  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuation  ?— I think 
not ; I am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office 
in  a state  to  require  to  be  transcribed  for  preservation. 

408.  Are  perfect  facilities  given  by  the  keepers  for  the  operations  of  the  com- 
mission ? — No  complaints  were  ever  made  to  the  board. 

409.  Very  little,  in  fact,  has  been  done  by  the  new  commission  in  that  office?— 
It  has  not  been  considered  expedient  to  do  more  than  has  been  done. 

410.  Who  is  the  keeper  of  the  Augmentation  Office?— I believe  the  King’s 
Remembrancer  may  now  be  considered  as  the  keeper;  there  was  a defect  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament  for  re-modelling  some  departments  of  the  Exchequer,  which  abolished 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Pipe,  but  was  silent  as  to  the  clerk  of  the  Augmentation 
Office,  who  was  appointed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Pipe.  Mr.  Caley  continued  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  his  office,  notwithstanding  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  which 
I have  alluded  had  come  into  operation  ; and  upon  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  the  board 
continued  in  the  possession  of  the  Augmentation  Office  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  difficulty  that  had  arisen  was  explained. 
A letter,  addressed  by  Lord  Abinger  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  was 
read  at  the  last  board,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  custody 
of  these  records  belongs  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer ; but  his  Lordship,  if  I 
remember  right,  advises  certain  acts  to  be  done,  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts  upon 
the  subject. 

411.  Mr.  Caley,  the  sub-commissioner,  was  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
business  of  methodizing  and  arranging  the  records  in  that  office  ?— He  was  the 
keeper  of  the  records  there,  and  of  course  he  superintended  the  work  carrying  on 
m his  own  office. 

4t2.  He  was  keeper  of  the  records  of  that  office  tinder  an  authority  indepen- 
dent of  the  commission  ? — He  was. 

• at  t^ie  same  ^me  y°u  employed  him  as  a sub-commissioner  to  super- 

in end  the  arrangement  of  that  office  ? — To  superintend  the  arrangement  of  the 
records  there,  or  rather  to  superintend  the  repairing  and  binding  of  the  records 
eie,  because  the  statement  of  Mr.  Gay,  which  I laid  before  the  committee  this 
morning,  will  show  there  has  been  very  little  alteration  in  the  arrangement. 

4M-  After  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  Mr.  Cole  superintended  those  alterations  ?—r 
°-3 3-  d 3 After 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  After  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  Mr.  Cole  directed  the  operations  at  the  Augmentation 
— Office,  under  such  superintendence  of  the  secretary  as  I explained  before. 

29  February  1836.  415.  But,  in  fact,  the  whole  arrangement  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cole? — 

Mr.  Cole  was  intrusted  with  the  task  of  arranging,  so  far  as  there  has  been  any 
new  arrangement. 

416.  So  that  the  arrangement  was  entirely  as  it  went  on  under  the  guidance  of 
Mr.  Cole? — Entirely  so,  but  liable  to  the  check  before  mentioned. 

41 7.  He  was  not  a sub-commissioner  ? — He  was  not. 

418.  In  a Report  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  in  the  Agenda,  the  building  was  stated  to 
be  exceedingly  unsafe;  this  was  in  June  1833  ? — I am  not  aware  that  he  states  it 
to  be  exceedingly  unsafe ; I know  the  locality  well,  and  do  not  consider  it  to 
be  so.' 

419.  He  says,  the  buildings  “are  surrounded  with  fire;  on  one  side  are 
the  kitchen  fires  of  Bellamy ; and  although  sufficiently  airy  and  spacious, 
they  must  be  reported  as  unadapted  for  records,  and  insecure.  To  the  doors  there 
are  only  common  locks,  and  no  one  dwells  on  the  premises  who  has  the  care  or  any 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  records  ; thus,  in  case  of  fire,  it  appears  to  me 
that  these  would  be  the  very  last  things  which  any  one  would  think  of  securing;” 
that  statement  was  made  by  Mr.  Protheroe  ? — It  was,  and  it  is  printed  in  the 
Agenda. 

420.  Before  the  fire,  were  any  measures  taken  to  remove  the  records  ? — No ; 
the  commissioners  have  no  power  to  remove  them.  In  their  Report  to  His  Majesty, 
they  will  probably  notice  the  insecurity  of  the  records  in  this  office. 

421.  But  they  have  not  yet  done  anything?' — The  Bill  for  building  a general 
Record  Office,  to  contain  this  and  other  records,  was  prepared  under  their 
direction. 

422.  In  the  same  Report  there  is  another  passage:  “These  rooms  had  been 
long  in  a filthy  state;  it  is  possible  that  when  the  operation  of  cleansing  the 
records  commenced,  the  rooms  may  have  been  so  encumbered  as  to  render  order 
and  neatness  scarcely  attainable ; but  it  has  long  been  unnecessary  to  leave  the 
records  on  the  floor,  or  to  permit  the  workmen  to  tread  them  under  foot  when 
engaged  in  picking  out  those  which  might  merit  repair  ; and  it  was  slovenly  to 
leave  heaps  of  dirt  in  the  chimnies,  to  be  blown  over  the  bound  books  and  cleansed 
records  every  time  the  doors  were  opened.  After  nine  days’  assiduous  labour, 
cleanliness  was  attained.  The  records  were  all  dusted,  the  loose  parchments  put 
in  sacks,  and  the  rooms  washed ; fire-boards  have  been  put  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  commission,  some  stools  provided  for  the  workmen,  and  an  old  table  mended.” 
Is  this  an  accurate  account  of  the  state  in  which  the  rooms  at  the  Augmentation 
Office  had  remained  for  two  years  after  the  commission  came  into  being  ? — It  is 
somewhat  highly  coloured. 

423.  This  is  a Report  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  printed  in  the  Agenda? — No  ; it  is  a 
private  communication  of  his  own,  which  he  desired  might  be  printed. 

424.  It  was  printed  by  the  order  of  the  board,  was  it  not? — Not  by  order  of 
the  board ; it  was  printed  amongst  the  Agenda,  in  which  it  was  usual  to  insert 
various  miscellaneous  matters,  which  it  appeared  fit  should  engage  the  attention 
of  the  commissioners,  x>r  which  might  be  useful  in  any  future  stage  of  the  pro-0 
eeedings. 

425.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  The  sanction  of  the  board  was  not  given  to  the  Report, 
to  which'  reference  has  now  been  made?— No;  the  design  was,  to  show  Mr.  Pro- 
theroe’s  activity  in  this  department.  He  very  kindly  and  laudably  superintended 
the  housemaids  and  other  persons  in  removing  the  evils  he  has  so  forcibly  pointed' 
out ;.  it  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Caley  was  at  this  time  living. 

426.  The  Chairman .]  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Cole  for  a long  time  carried  on  the 
arrangement  in  that  office  ?— Since  I have  seen  Mr.  Gay’s  statement,  I am  not  dis- 
posed to  believe,  without  further  evidence,  that  there  has  been  any  considerable 
change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office. 

427.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  stated,  that  the  arrangement  under  Mr.  Caley 
cost  10,000/.? — I never  heard  such  a statement  before,  and  Ido  not  believe  a 
syllable  of  it ; money  indeed  was  spent  to  a considerable  amount  in  repairing, 
and  binding,  in  different  offices,  but  not  in  arranging. 

428.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Caley  of  the 
records  ; do  you  know  whether  they  were  arranged  on  a good  or  a bad  system  r— ; 

I believe,  as  I have  more  than  once  said,  the  arrangement  remains  much  the 
same  as  it  was ; and  if  it  be  good,  and  there  has  been  any  re-arrangement  in. 
modern  times,  the  credit  is. due  to  Mr.  Caley  or  Mr.  Gay ; but  with  respect  to 

- .most 
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m ost  of  these  offices,  the  Committee  will  permit  me  to  remark,  that  I do  not  see 
how  it  is  possible  that  for  centuries  past  there  cannot  have  been  any  great  change 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  bulk  of  the  records  in  the  offices.  Most  of  our  records 
are  series  of  rolls,  which  are  arranged  according  to  their  years,  as  they  are  brought 
jn  to  the  offices ; others  have  been  brought  in  on  detached  skins,  and  tied  “up 
in  bundles,  but  according  to  their  dates,  like  the  inquisitions  post  mortem  at  the 
Rolls  Chapel ; 1 have  seldom  found  any  confusion  in  records  of  this  description 
although  there  is  generally  much  prevailing  amongst  the  miscellaneous  records. 

429.  Do  not  you  know  that  this  was  the  mode  in  which  the  arrangement  was 
carried  on  ; that  Mr.  Caley  used  to  send  the  workmen  among  a heap  of  unsorted 
papers,  that  they  were  taken  out,  cleaned,  classed  and  bound  by  him?— With 
Mr  Caley  s mode  of  proceeding  I am  not  much  acquainted.  In  the  books 
which  have  been  bound  under  his  direction,  documents  of  different  dates  and 
descriptions  have,  I believe,  been  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr  Cole ; but  they  were 
if  I recollect  right  of  miscellaneous  characters  ; and  Mr.  Caley,  in  binding  them’ 
was  probably  guided  by  the  size  of  the  documents. 

430.  So  that  if  he  found  a number  of  records,  of  different  characters,  different 
dates,  and  relating  to  d ifferent  parts  of  the  country  of  about  the  same  size,  he  would 
bind  them  together  111  the  same  volume?— Where  th»  records  were  miscellaneous, 
and  could  not  be  assigned  to  any  particular  class,  he  might  be  guided  by  the  size-: 
bdt  he  would  hardly  so  mix  records  and  documents  forming  part  of  a series. 

431.  He  was  not  guided  by  chronological  or  topographical  considerations  in 

those  cases  . In  all  cases  of  the  arrangement  of  a series  of  records,  I have  no 
doubt  he  was  guided  by  those  considerations ; but  in  binding  what  are  termed 
miscellaneous  records,  of  which  there  are  many  in  all  the  offices,  I think  it  probable 
that  he  was  guided  by  the  sizes  of  the  records,  and  that  any  defects  in  the  arrano-e- 
ment  would  be  supplied  by  the  catalogue.  It  is  like  binding  pamphlets  upon 
various  subjects  m one  volume.  The  catalogue  of  the  library  enables  you  to  find 
them  without  difficulty.  . 

432.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  stated,  that  in  his  desire  to  bind  them  up  in  neat 
volumes,  he  cut  off  the  seals  of  a quantity  of  documents  in  the  office?— I recol- 
lect some  years  ago  reading  a passage  to  that  effect,  I think  in  a pamphlet. 

433.  Do  you  know  whether  that  statement  is  true?— I do  not. 

434.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  on  the  subject  by  order  of  the  board?— No  • 
it  it  happened  at  all,  it  was  before  the  present  commission  issued. 

,,  435*  Mv.  Hawes.]  Assuming  such  a circumstance  to  be  true,  is  it  possible 
that  it  could  happen  again  under  the  present  commission  ?— It  is  very  possible 
that  a keeper  may  destroy  a record,  or  deface  a record;  he  may  take  the  seals  off 
ani  the  board  could  only  learn  it  from  the  information  of  persons  who  went  to 
the  office  tor  the  purpose  of  making  searches,  either  legal  or  literary.  Upon  the 
iotoh  ° '1IC1  a ^aCt  coni‘li'f' t0  dl<-  ears  °f  tile  commissioners,  they  would  inquire 

436.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Is  it  not  more  possible  that  that  should  occur  from  having  the 
keeper  who  is  interested  in  one  character  in  the  office,  and  the  superintendent 

It  wf«W  ffii^etaltXtr’  " ,he  Same  ?“11  W3S  ““  *°  ba 

437.  The  Chairman.]  From  the  circumstance  of  his  being  both  sub-commissioner 
ana  keeper,  was  not  the  proper  control  which  one  of  those  officers  ought  to 
aendrC1Sen,°Ver  the  *'Ilolly  wanting?— If  Mr.  Caley  had  been  keeper“only, 
and  another  person  had  been  appointed  superintendent  of  binding  records,  it  is 

recLPs  Th  ‘t1  W0"Id1.haTC  Pre™ted  the  other  from  mutilating  the 
an  irnn  ’ Tbe  mu.t“al  pear  of  discovery  would  have  rendered  the  commission  of 
an  improper  act  with  reference  to  the  records  less  likely. 

the ' Inghs-\  In  Point  °f  fact  do- you  conceive  that  the  commission  vests 
the  custody  of  the  records  of  the  kingdom  in  the  commissioners  ?— Certainly  not. 

has43nnt,  * rn^°rdS’  ‘i16  keeper  .°f  tlle  records  in  any  particular  department 
dl’artment  jh  HdUg  i""  ' CUS‘°dy  °f  tlle  ^Cords  »f  Such  his 

, he  °Uot0d/1  and  “ almost  a11  the  repositories  he  is  bound  to 

f,  o„  V dy  an  oath  taken  upon  his  appointment.  You  Cannot  separate 
S " hls  records-  1 h“ld,  that  the  board  has  no  power  to  repair  and  bind 
Witiiout  the  concurrence  of  the  keepers. 

PY11°'  Jhe  Chapman.]  Might  not  the  board  in  those  instances,  or  its  officers,  have . 
noth;,,  some  oheck  upon  the  operations  of  the  keeper  ?— The  board  can  do 
g more  than  call  the  attention  of  the  judges  of  the  different  courts,  or -of 

' 3 3>  D4  the 


C.  P Cooper,  Esq. 
29  February  1836. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


32  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  the  Treasury,  or  the  Home  Department  or  of  Parliament,  as  the  case  may  be 
to  the  misconduct  of  the  keepers. 

29  February  1836.  441.  The  board  would,  at  any  rate,  have  done  that? — The  board  would  have 

drawn  the  attention  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  any  violation  of  duty  on  the  part 
. of  an  officer  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  who  had  the  custody  of 

any  portion  of  the  records  of  that  court. 

442.  When  the  superintendent  of  the  board  was  the  same  person  as  the  keeper 
who  did  those  improper  acts,  did  not  that  give  great  facilities  for  the  keeper  doing 
those  improper  acts? — It  did  give  some  facility. 

443.  Did  Mr.  Cole  carry  on  the  arrangement  after  Mr.  Caley’s  death  ? — He 
superintended  the  operations  that  were  proceeding  at  the  Augmentation  Office, 
principally  the  repairing  and  binding. 

444.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Cole  cut  off  the  seals  in  the  same  way  ? — I do 
not  believe  Mr.  Cole  would  do  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

445-  Was  there  any  important  difference  between  the  arrangement  as  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Caley  and  that  carried  on  by  Mr.  Cole  ?— From  Mr.  Gay’s  statement 
I believe  there  was  very  little  difference. 

446.  That  arrangement,  whatever  it  is,  is  now  stopped  ?—  It  will  appear  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  Gay  that  the  operation  has  continued  precisely  in  the  same  way 
as  when  Mr.  Cole  was  there.  I was  not  aware  of  that  circumstance  when  I was 
last  examined. 

447.  Are  there  good  calendars  in  that  office? — The  calendars  are  not  good; 
new  calendars  were  in  course  of  preparation  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Cole  was  dis- 
charged ; and  the  formation  of  those  calendars  is  necessarily  suspended  till  some 
other  person  shall  be  found  who  will  supply  his  place.  In  the  existing  state  of 
things,  no  steps  have  been  taken  for  that  purpose. 

448.  Are  you  aware  that  at  Mr.  Caley’s  death  two  important  calendars  re- 
lating to  this  office,  one  of  which  was  compiled  at  the  expense  of  the  board  under 
his  management,  were  sold  as  his  private  property  ? — Ido  not  believe  it.  An 
inquiry  was  made  on  the  subject,  and  I was  satisfied  that  the  calendars  did  not 
belong  to  the  board. 

449.  But  you  are  aware  that  calendars  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation 
Office  were  sold  as  the  private  property  of  the  keeper  of  that  office  ? — Manu- 
scripts containing  particulars  of  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  were  sold  by 
auction,  together  with  Mr.  Caley’s  books ; but  they  were  the  private  property  of 
Mr.  Caley.  I think  I heard  they  were  purchased  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillips. 

450.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Were  they  compiled  by  him  when  he  held  the  office  of 
keeper  and  superintendent?— If  the  manuscripts  were  calendars  compiled  by  Mr, 
Caley  himself,  they  must  have  been  compiled  during  the  period  when  he  was 
keeper  of  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  because  he  had  been  keeper 
from  the  time  he  was  a very  young  man. 

45  *•  Compiled  by  a public  officer  from  public  records,  and' sold  as  private 
property?— He  had  no  salary  ; he  received  fees  ; and  if  he  compiled  calendars, 
he  probably  compiled  them  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  himself  in  searches. 

452-  The  first  was  a calendar  of  the  particulars  of  grants ; do  you  know  what 
that  sold  for  ?— Mr.  Cole  reported  to  me  at  the  time  what  the  manuscripts  sold  for. 

453-  Can  you  state  about  what  it  was  ? — There  were  several  manuscripts, 
unless  my  memory  deceives  me.  Altogether  I think  they  sold  for  about  300/. 

454.  Chairman.]  Mr.  Cole’s  report  convinced  you  that  the  calendars  were 
the  private  property  of  Mr.  Caley  r — Not  Mr.  Cole’s  information.  I rather  think 
I made  some  inquiry  in  other  quarters. 

455-  Were  you  convinced  at  the  same  time  that  those  calendars  were  of  no 
importance  to  the  Augmentation  Office?— From  what  Mr.  Cole  said,  I thought 
they  might  be  of  some  importance,  and  there  was  some  intention  of  purchasing  the  m. 

, 45b*  Sir  Matthew  Ridley.]  Do  you  consider  that  a public  officer  intrusted  with 
those  public  documents  is  in  any  way  justified  in  compiling  those  calendars  for 
his  private  advantage  r — If  he  receive  a salary  for  performing  the  duty  of  com- 
piling calendars  as  some  of  the  officers  do,  it  would,  I apprehend,  be  impossible  to 
contend  that  he  is  entitled  to  such  calendars.  Calendars  compiled  by  such 
keepers  and  their  clerks  have  always  been  considered  as  public  property,  as  the 

• BPF®SdLX  !°  the  Peport  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1800  abundantly  proves. 
Dut  it  the  keeper  have  no  salary,  it  is  said  the  case  is  different.  I have  heard  of 
calendars  a century  and  a half  old  compiled  by  such  keepers,  and  it  has  been 

the 
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the  custom,  as  I Relieve,  to  regard  the  same  as  their  private  property.  As  to 
these  ' manuscripts  of  Mr.  Caley,  upon  inquiry  I found  they  were  of  no  great 
value  especially  taking  into  account  that  we  were  at  that  inoment  engaged  in 
compiling  calendars  which  would  supersede  all  others.  65 

Did  yT  ascert,ain  that  il  bad  b«eu  ‘be  custom  for  a century 
and  a half  that  this  compilation  should  be  made  for  the  private  advantage  of 
■ persons  employed  m that  situation  ?— The  calendars  of  the  records  in  the  Rolls 
Chapel  which  have  come  down  from  one  keeper  to  another  by  way  of  purchase 
left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  for  a great  number  of  years  it  had  beenPusual  to 
regaid  calendars  made  under  such  circumstances  as  private  property. 

1458'  w ftm* ' ,amJer.  "P™  the  hypothesis,  that  Mr.  Caley  had  no 
salary.  Was  not  Mr  Caley  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  and  for  some  time 
in  the  receipt  of  1,000 1.  a year  from  the  board  ?— Mr.  Caley’s  emoluments  under 
the  board,  as  far  as  they  are  known  to  me,  were  only  500  guineas  a year. 

459.  Was  not  that  his  fixed  salary  ?—  His  fixed  salary  was  but  200/  a year- 
but  then  there  was  an  understanding  that  it  should  be  made  up  in  another  way’ 
to  ouu  guineas.  ^ 

recoHectWaS  n0t  °n<i  °f  tbe  calendal's  a calendar  of  miscellaneous  rolls  ? I do  not 

46,.  Do  you  know  that  the  calendar  of  miscellaneous  rolls  in  the  Augmenta- 
ilwas  WaS  ” ^ eXpenSe  °f  ‘lle  comm‘ss‘on ? — I do  not Tel, eve 

nofTlV  ° y?U.know  "bether  such  a thing  was  sold  at  Mr.  Caley's  sale?-I  do 
Msold.  ^ “y  CaIe"dar  made  at  the  exPense  of  ‘be  commission  was 
463-  Was  not  a report  ora  suggestion  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Cole  before  this 
ia:S,‘o°u°kplaCe;-ItWaS;  bUtId°  purport  of 

4d4-  tv  j "lade  inquiry  into  it  ? — Inquiry  was  made  into  it. 

46,5.  Did  you  take  upon  yourself  to  decide  that  question,  of  whether  they  were 

important  or  not,  without  reference  to  the  board?— Mr.  Cole  was,  I believe 
a“  by  me  to  make  some  inquiry  respecting  the  manuscripts  and  their 

which  Mr  Coirahimn,elf°nhTTe  ^r'.C"le's  statement  that  die  calendar, 
WHICH  Mr.  Cole  himself  had  been  authorized  to  prepare,  would  render  those 

kT3  J lf  1 rec°,lect  riS'h‘. manuscripts  were  “t  bought 

but  is  ° n0‘  distinctly  remember  what  was  done.  S * 

ivhti  ' . oat  n?w  considering  what  was  the  result  of  Mr.  Cole’s  inquiry  or 

what  OP  “on  you  formed  upon  that  yourself,  did  you,  as  secretary,  take  upon 
yourself  to  deciile  that  question  wdhout  reference  to  the  board  ‘—/rather  think 
that  the  question  was  never  brought  before  the  board  ; but  I am  not  sure. 

,f7'  Tbe,Ckal™m-l  You  said  that  Mr.  Cole  made  some  progress  in  making 
better  calendars  ; what  has  become  of  the  calendars  or  the  materials  that  Mr  Cole 
prepared  for  them  ?-They  remain  in  the  office.  °Ie 

468.  Has  Mr.  Cole  got  any  of  them  in  his  possession,  or  any  of  the  materials  ? 
Wonoing  t tif  aWaIe0f  ‘ 1 Wr°te*°  Ilim  deliver  up  all  the  papers  and  wXgs 
tbingTfk  ha  COn®““  ’<  and  I have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  kept  afy 

. 'dT  Fe  dld  not  r,efuse  t0  deliver  up  any  portion  of  the  papers?— All  the  Dro 

d ated  rTng  *,°  the  bTd’  TT  Was  “ bis  possession  Then  he  was  di°- 
• j’eck  r iave  always  understood  has  been  given  up. 

470:  Mr*  Jervis-]  Did  not  he  send  a message  to  you  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
] §,lve  UP  materials  for  those  calendars  till  the  charge  he  made  against  the 
board  was  paid  ?-I  have  no  recollection  of  any  such  message.  S 

T T’ donot  know  whether  he  has  those  materials  in  his  possession? 

-> 1 — ursns 

iatoffietetT,e„^hWeTr,e-°nIySa,'ed,by  thr0™  out  of  'be  window 

out  of  the  window  T 1 ‘S  ,T*  b^fT**3  ‘bat  they  were  thrown 

adjoining  hnildinn-  * u a?  vVG  1 ac^uainted  Wltjl  die  construction  of  the 
prevent  h ^S’  1 ^ iac^  been  present,  I should  have  done  my  utmost  to 

O.'IQ, 

44  E 474-  Was 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  474.  Was  not  it  done  by  Mr.  Protheroe  and  Mr.  Cole,  the  two  persons  who 
' 7 were  parties  who  did  any  thing  towards  saving  those  records? — On  that 

29  e ruaryi  3 • night,  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  whose  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  records  and  manu- 
scripts is  so  well  known,  came  to  my  house,  at  Saint  John’s  Wood,  just  as  I was 
getting  into  bed,  with  the  news  that  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  were  on  fire 
and  that  the  records  had  been  thrown  out  of  the  windows  of  the  Augmentation 
Office  into  the  street.  We  went  to  town  together,  and  arrived  there  about 
12  o’clock,  when  I found  ample  proof  that  the  records  had  been  treated  in  the 
way  Sir  Thomas  had  stated,  as  scores  were  to  be  seen  in  the  gutters  trampled 
under  the  feet  of  firemen  and  soldiers.  I found  also,  to  my  great  astonishment 
and  vexation,  that  although  Mr.  Cole  had  been  there,  he  had  gone  home. 
Mr.  Charles  Gay  was  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  where  he  remained,  by  my 
orders,  until  the  next  morning.  Sir  Thomas  Phillips  and  myself  lost  no  time  in 
doing  what  was  possible  to  save  the  records  from  the  destruction  which,  in  a few 
minutes  more,  would  have  overtaken  them.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Guards  placed  10  or  12  soldiers  at  our  disposal,  and  these  men  were  engaged  for 
several  hours  in  picking  up  records,  which  were  put  into  baskets,  and  carried 
back  to  the  Augmentation  Office.  Amongst  them  were  rolls  which  had  been 
cleaned  and  ticketed  at  the  expense  of  the  board.  I did  not  leave  the  spot  until 
nearly  five  o’clock.  As  Mr.  Cole  is  present,  and  hears  me,  I will  affirm  that 
upon, that  occasion  he  did  not  perform  his  duty. 

475.  Was  Mr.  Protheroe  there  then  ?— I have  no  recollection  of  having  seen 
him  ; Mr.  Charles  Gay  told  me  he  had  been  there. 

476.  Is  the  office  perfectly  dry  ? — It  is. 

477.  Has  much  been  done  in  the  way  of  binding  and  repairing? — A great  deal. 

478.  If  it  has  been  stated  that  one  instance  of  Mr.  Caley’s  binding  was,  that 
in  one  volume  there  were  bound  up  12  documents,  and  at  the  back  of  the  volume 
was  lettered  “ Rentals,”  and  that  of  those  12  documents  not  a single  one  was  a 
rental,  would  that  statement  be  correct  or  incorrect  ? — I will  frankly  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  I do  not  believe  one-half  of  the  stories  that  are  told  against  Mr.  Caley. 

479.  Did  you  ever  hear  that?— I will  not  believe  it  without  proof. 

480.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Was  it  ever  communicated  to  you? — I have  heard  so  many 
stories,  that  I cannot  say  what  has  been  communicated  to  me. 

481.  Having  heard  those  stories,  did  you  communicate  them  to  the  board,  or 
did  you  yourself  make  any  personal  inquiry  upon  the  accuracy  of  them? — When 
I have  been  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  I have  looked  at  the  records  bound  by 
Mr.  Caley,  which  Mr.  Cole  stated  he  conceived  to  be  improperly  classed  toge- 
ther ; but  I will  not  pretend  to  decide  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong ; all  this 
was  done  before  I was  secretary  ; the  present  board  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

482.  The  Chairman.']  Could  not  you  have  decided  by  inspecting  the  rolls  ? — 
Certainly  I could  not  decide; .out  of  half  a dozen  Record  Office  keepers,  each  perhaps 
would  be  of  a different  opinion  as  to  the  proper  classification  and  arrangement. 

483.  Did  you  see  whether  Mr.  Cole’s  statement  was  correct?— I did  not. 

484.  Do  you  read  records  of  an  old  date  with  facility? — No. 

485.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.]  If  such  a mistake  took  place,  would  not  ill  conse- 
quences arise  to  the  public  service  from  such  an  improper  lettering  at  the  back  ?— 
Very  possibly  not ; because  any  document  might  be  found  in  the  calendar. 

48b.  The  Chairman.]  Would  not  the  consequence  be,  that  the  arrangement  and 
binding  of  the  records  themselves  would  be  no  guide  subsidiary  to  the  calendar? 
There  would,  of  course,  be  a calendar  of  the  miscellaneous  records  ; and  suppose 
there  were  20  volumes  of  miscellaneous  records,  each  volume  would  have  its 
distinguishing  mark,  and  it  would  appear  from  the  calendar  in  which  of  those 
volumes  and  in  what  part  of  the  volume  the  particular  record  sought  for  was  to 
be  found. 

487.  Is  not  that  the  worst  arrangement  that  can  be  made?— I am  far  from 
thinking  it  so,  as  regards  the  miscellaneous  records. 

488.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Suppose  a party  had  occasion  to  refer  to  a document  relating 
to  any  particular  manor  of  an  ancient  date,  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  for 
example,  would  not  the  consequence  of  such  a miscellaneous  binding,  and  making 
the  calendar  afterwards,  be,  that  if  you  wanted  to  find  50  documents  applicable 
to  one  manor,  you  might  have  to  go  to  50  different  parts  of  the  office,  and  take 
down  50  different  books,  before  you  can  make  the  series  complete  ?— If  any  search 
were  necessary  with  regard  to  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  the  search  might, 
for  any  thing  I know  to  the  contrary,  have  to  be  made  in  three  or  four  descriptions  of 

records, 
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records,  forming  a series  or  classes  of  records.  Now,  each  of  these  classes  or 
series  would  have  its  peculiar  calendar,  and  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  search 
i„g  those  calendars  But  there  might  be  another  description  of  records  of  a mis- 
cdlaneous  nature  that  could  not  be  arranged  under  any  of  those  classes,  and  then 
if  it  should  so  happen  that  amongst  such  miscellaneous  records  were  14  or  15 
documents  relating  to  East  Greenwich,  and  those  documents  were  documents  of 
different  sizes,  they  might  possibly  be  bound  in  different  books,  and  although  the 
calendars  showed  in  what,  .books  they  were,  yet  there  might  be  occasion  to  go  to 
many  parts  of  the  office  before  all  the  documents  wanted  could  be  consulted  ; but 
I do  not  believe  any  such  cases  can  occur. 

489.  The  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  heard  that  considerable  time  has  been 

spent  m searching  for  documents  in  the  Augmentation  Office ? I have 

490.  Since  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  Caley  ?-The  calendar  not  being  com- 
found  S°metimeS  occasions  considerable  time  to  elapse  before  a record  can  be 

491-  Is  not  the  arrangement  you  have  described  a perfectly  artificial  one:  there 

taSL'dtae  m‘  suTaCe!  " ““  ?-'Tbere  “ "*•  Ba‘  1 » 

°r  inde*’  * W°U,d  te  imp°SsibIe  *°  “nfast^ 
493.  While  this  arrangement  was  going  on,  was  the  calendar  made  simulta- 
neousJy  with  it  so  that  a reference  could  always  be  made?— I have  already 
stated  there  has  been  little  done  by  Mr.  Cole  in  the  Ly  of  arrangement.  Arrange 
ment  has  nothing  to  do  with  a change  in  the  mere  locality  of  a series  of  records  • 
when  such  changes  of  locality  have  been  made,  they  have  no  doubt  been  noted 
in  some  document  in  the  office. 

m,l^'lPT<ry0U.  ?°  “T8  °!  whether  Mr'  Cole's  arrangement  was 

materially  different  from  that  of  Mr.  Caley  ?-I  believe,  from  the  information  I 

Me  cbin™d  T Mr’  Char  68  Gay  Smce  Iast  examtnation,  that  there  is  very 
little  change  in  the  arrangement.  y 

on?-MnGa“didGayW°rk  Mr' Caley  a“be  ‘™e  the  arrangement  went 

496.  Did  hb  ever  remonstrate  with  you,  or  any  one  else,  respecting  anv  error 
in  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  Caley?— Never,  that  I recollect.  P S 7 
497-  Does  he  state  now  that  he  is  aware  of  errors  ?— He  has  not  stated  so  to  me 
them  onN  from^he^turns!  " “ ‘be  Aog“ontati„n  Office  ?-I  know 

499.  Has  any  thing  been  done  by  the  commission  to  alter  those  fees  ?— No 
change  has  been  made  in  the  amount  of  the  legal  fees,  nor  do  I conceive  anv 
f A®6  ffl  be  n.ecessary;  the^  are  TeI7  sma11-  Whilst  the  board  was  in  possession 
■l  fe,0*06,’  Stnf  ms‘r“*?»s  wee  given  to  Mr.  Cole  to  permit  persons  engaged 
meting  any  fees.  “b,Pma  P“rSuit8  ha™  a““a  the  records  wftlfouj 

I^lt^o/anytLTe8”  WeIe  ““  ^ a8  bafore?~ 

office1  fn?thVe  any  tranSfiPts  been  made  bJ’  the  present  commissioners  in  that 
in  that  ffi  rPT  °f  perpetuation  ?-I  am  not  aware  that  any  of  the  records 
m that  office  have  been  transcribed  for  the  purpose  of  preservation  nor  am  I 
aware  that  such  a step  was  necessary.  p eseivanon,  nor  am  1 

502.  Is  the  commission  at  present  allowed  free  access  to  that  office  ?— It  is. 
lhf°3'  consequence  of  Mr.  Cole’s  dismissal,  did  not  some  change  take  place  in 
the  custody  of  that  office  ?-Upon  Mr.  Cole's  dismissal,  theXntonof  the 
leasury  was  drawn  to  the  question  which  had  been'  then  depending  ever  since 

“r;  rCa  5 8 deatb>  as  t0 ‘be  right  to  the  custody  of  the  Augmentatfon  Records 

and  I rather  think  the  point  may  be  considered  as  decided. 

504.  Was  the  custody  of  them  then  given  up  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer? 

tarTeSvi  ™,.made  *°  the  b°arf  *Lt  tba  provisional  ^ustody^was 

persons  wh^were^’l'^  P0Bsfsi“  of  ‘be  office,  did  not  he  turn  out  the 
some T,  omployed  there  by  the  commission  ?-No ; but  I have  heard  of 

‘bat  doi  not  seem  rerrpnreltebfeI1ReC°rdS  ^ rePaired  “‘be  office,  and 
'56'  K 2 507.  Mr. 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
29  February  i8;jG. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  5°7-  Mr.  Jervis .]  You  stated  that  the  custody  of  the  records  of  the  Augmen- 

tation  Office  had  been  transferred  by  the  Treasury  to  the  board  ? — I have  the 

29  February  1836.  warrant.  [Producing  the  same.] 

508.  The  warrant  that  you  have  now  given  in,  was  a warrant  transferring  to  the 
board  the  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer;  my  question  referred  to  the 
records  of  the  Augmentation  Office? — I have  made  a mistake;  I forgot  that  we 
were  speaking  of  the  Augmentation  Office  records.  The  warrant  applies  to  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  records.  With  respect  to  the  Augmentation  Office  records, 
the  board  merely  drew  the  attention  of  Government  to  the  question  that  had 
arisen,  and  informed  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  that  it  would  keep  possession  of 
the  records  until  a legal  keeper  should  be  appointed ; and  in  this  the  Treasury 
acquiesced. 

509.  In  the  year  1833  had  not  you,  as  secretary  to  the  board,  an  altercation 
with  Mr.  Vincent  upon  the  subject  of  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office? 
—I  had. 

510.  Did  not  you  then  write  to  him,  and  say  that  you  had  Lord  Grey’s  authority 
to  take  those  records  ? — I do  not  recollect. 

511.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  letter  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Vincent? — Whatever 
letter  I wrote  to  Mr.  Vincent,  I have  a copy  of  it. 

512.  Have  you  it  now? — I have  not  at  present,  but  I shall  be  able  to  pro- 
duce it.  • 

513.  When  Mr.  Caley  died,  he  having  been  secretary,  the  keys  of  that  office 
came  into  your  possession  as  secretary  to  the  board? — Ido  not  recollect  that  I 
received  the  keys. 

514.  Did  not  Mr.  Cole  have  the  keys  of  that  office  till  he  was  dismissed? — He 
had  the  keys  of  the  office,  but  I do  not  recollect  that  the  keys  were  delivered  to 
me  upon  Mr.  Caley ’s  death.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Caley ’s  death,  Mr.  Cole  was 
carrying  on  the  operations  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  he  continued  to  do  so 
afterwards. 

515.  Upon  Mr.  Cole’s  dismissal,  did  not  you  apply  to  Mr.  Cole  for  the  keys? 
— Mr.  Cole  carried  the  keys  to  the  Treasury  himself. 

516.  Before  he  carried  the  keys  to  the  Treasury,  did  not  you  apply,  as  se- 
cretary, for  the  keys? — I do  not  recollect  that  I made  any  application  to  him  for 
the  keys. 

517.  When  he  was  dismissed,  you  say  he  took  the  keys  to  the  Treasury? — 
There  were  two  sets  of  keys,  one  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cole,  the-  other  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Charles  Gay. 

518.  And  the  set  which  Mr.  Cole  had,  he  delivered  to  the  Treasury  upon  his 
dismissal  ? — He  did,  or  within  a few  days  afterwards. 

519.  Did  you  apply  to  the  Treasury  for  those  keys  ? — I did  not. 

520.  Did  any  person  on  behalf  of  the  commission? — No. 

521 . Were  they  not  sent  by  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Vincent? — They  were,  as  Mr; 
Vincent  informed  me.  As  the  Committee  has  allowed  me  to  supply  any  omission 
in  my  last  examination,  I will  take  this  opportunity  of  doing  it  with  reference  to 
the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Vincent.  I was  asked  whether  I had  laid  that 
correspondence  before  the  board.  I stated  that  I had  not  laid  before  the  board  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence,  but  I had  laid  before  the  board  what  I conceived 
the  material  part  of  it.  Upon  examining  the  minute-books,  I find  the  following 
entry  ; the  date  is  the  17th  of  May,  1 834  : — “ Suspension  of  the  editing  of  the  Pipe 
Rolls,  and  the  other  operations  recently  carrying  on  in  the  late  Pipe  Office,  and  the 
late  Lord  Treasurer’sRemembrancer’s  Office.  Produced  various  papers  and  letters  , 
upon  this  subject.  Custody  of  the  records  belonging  to  the  late  Augmentation  Office. 
Produced  different  papers  and  letters  upon  those  matters.”  I have  no  doubt  the 
letter  alluded  to,  if  written,  will  be  found  amongst  them.  Now  I must  state  to 
the  Committee,  that  upon  that  correspondence  between  Mr.  Vincent  and  myself, 

I recollect  perfectly  well  to  have  consulted  Lord  Canterbury,  and  Lord 
Canterbury  thought  I should  simply  lay  the  correspondence  upon  the  table  of 
the  board,  observing,  as  the  result  has  shown,  that  a few  months  would  enable 
us  to  settle  all  the  little  differences,  without  occasioning:  any  disagreeable  dis- 
cussion. 

522.  The  Chairman .]  Then  the  course  you  adopted  was  recommended  by  Lord 
-Canterbury  ?— It  was  assented  to  by  him.  I mentioned  the  matter  to  him. 

523.  Sir  C.  Lemon.]  There  are  in  the  Augmentation  Office  some  records  be- 

longing 
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longing  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  ?— There  are  there  some  records  relating 
to  that  Duchy.  - 6 

524.  Has  there  been  any  negotiation  between  the  Augmentation  Office  and  the 
officers  of  the  Duchy  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  those  records?— An 
application  was  made  by  Sir  George  Harrison  that  the  records  relating  to  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  might  be  removed  from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office.  I made  a verbal  communication  to  him  in  reply  ; but 
in  consequence  of  a letter  which  I received  from  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  expressing 
the  wish  of  His  Majesty  that  those  records  might  be  removed  from  the 
Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  I considered  it  to  be  my  duty 
immediately  to  summon  the  board.  At  that  board  both  Mr.  Baron  Parke  arid 
Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet  attended  ; and,  after  full  consideration,  the  commissioners 
came  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  had  no  authority  to  direct  a removal  of  the 
records  in  question,  although  precedents  of  former  removals  under  the  orders  of 
the  board  were  not  wanting.  Indeed  a transfer  of  some  records  of  the  same 
species  from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  was 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  first  commission  issued  in  1800. 

525.  Then,  in  fact,  the  idea  of  removing  them  was  dropped  for  the  present  ? — 
It  is. 

526.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  lay  before  the  Committee  the  corre- 
spondence  that  passed  upon  that  occasion  ?— Certainly  not. 


Mer cur'd , 2°  die  Martii , 1836. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 
Mr.  Pusey- 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 
Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Mr.  Jervis. 

The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Wi  Uiams  Wynn. 
Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Wyse. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair.. 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

527.  The  Chairman.']  HAVE  you  any  statement  to  make  respecting  the  inquiries 
that  were  pursued  m this  Committee  on  Friday  ?-There  are  three  other  points  of 
my  examination  upon  Friday  respecting  which  I am  desirous  of  giving  to  the 
Committee  information  that,  from  being  unapprised  of  the  subjects  upon  which  I 
should  oe  interrogated  I was  not  then  prepared  with.  The  first  is  the  measures 
f01'Jfan8lnS  th«  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
Uttee.  those  measures  commenced  in  the  month  of  March  1832  twelve 
months  before  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Cole.  I hand  in  a report  of  Mr.  Van- 
derzee  of  what  was  effected  during  the  first  year  by  himself,  his  son,  Mr. 
Adhngton  and  Mr.  Tnckey.  In  the  early  part  of  1833,  Mr.  Thomson  assisted 
in  prosecuting  the  same  measures.  I produce  a letter  from  him  on  the  subject  of 

he  miscellaneous  records  of  the  Exchequer,  dated  17th  December  1832. 

he  second  point  is  the  mode  in  which- the  work  of  sorting  and  repairing  the 
Augmentation  Office  records  and  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancers Office  was  carried  on  after  Mr.  Caley  became  incapable  of  personally 
superintending  it  This  mode  is  fully  explained  in  various  papers  of  Mr! 
Protheroe.  In  a letter  dated  10th  June  1833,  he  says,  “ The  whole  conduct  of 
tins  business  has  now  fallen  into  your  hands,  where,  as  in  those  of  the  secretary 
i have  always  thought  it  should  be  placed.  The  occasional  visits  of  one-or  more 
ot  the  commissioners  to  the  offices  where  this  work  is  carried  on,  may  be 
beneficial,  but  a regularly  appointed  supervisor  is  necessary,  and  I have  regarded 
mr.  Henry  Cole  as  the  person  whom  you  have  selected  to  fill  that  situation.  It 
earns  6 0 f -y’  thj“  J thlhk  yom  selection  very  judicious.”  In  a paper  of  the 
same  date,  speaking  of  the  workmen  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  he  observes, 
mV™”1 “ (ja7  18  tha  superior  among  these  men,  and  he  may  be  considered  as  a 
i.i;,  e1]  ePuty-Leeper  of  the  office.  From  his  long  acquaintance  with  it,  his 
habihialiy  searching  for  the  records  which  Mr.  Caley  has  to  consult,  and  his 
com.10.?  m rePal™g  records,  he  has  become  better  acquainted  with  their 
contents  than  would  be  expected  from  a person  who  has  had  no  good  education." 
in  me  same  paper  he  says  of  the  Exchequer  records  “The  condition  of  these 
’33'  » 3 records 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 


29  February  1 836. 


P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
2 March  1836. 
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C.  P,  Cooper,  Esq.  records  and  the  treatment  they  have  received  under  the  care  of  the  officers  of  this 
2 March  i836.  cour*’  anc*  various  removals  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  at  great 
expense  to  the  public,  and  with  greater  detriment  to  the  records,  have  been  fully 
detailed  in  former  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  Agenda.  But  the  700 
huge  sacks  of  unassorted  records  should  be  seen.  I need  not  report  to  you 
how  the  work  is  here  conducted,  as  it  was  commenced  under  your  especial 
management.  So  long  as  the  weather  was  cold,  and  that  our  workmen  could  not 
obtain  admittance  within  this  building,  the  plan  of  removing  the  records  to  your 
house  after  they  were  sorted  was  the  best  which  could  be  followed.  But  in 
summer,  and  with  the  present  facilities  of  admittance,  the  records  incur  less  risk  of 
being  lost  or  destroyed  by  fire  if  left  at  the  mews,  than  when  transferred  to  a 
private  dwelling-house.  By  having  the  number  of  documents  which  are 
examined  in  each  day  and  week  accurately  reported,  and  the  sheets  of  the 
catalogue  marked  with  a distinct  letter  for  each  week,  a system  is  established 
which  must  effectually  betray  any  want  of  diligence.” 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  Papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Statement.'] 

528.  When  was  that  period  when  you  say  Mr.  Caley  became  incapable  of  dis- 
charging those  duties  ? — That  will  appear  by  a Report  I shall  have  to  hand  in 
by-and-bye. 

529.  Can  you  say  how  long  it  was  before  his  death?— It  was  a longer  period 

of  time  than  I mentioned  in  my  first  examination  ; but  I shall  be  able  to  state  it 
exactly,  as  I have  desired  Mr.  Charles  Gay  to  furnish  the  information,  and  I know 
he  can  do  so.  The  third  and  last  point  is  as  to  the  duration  of  the  temporary 
arrangements  under  which  the  valuable  records  at  the  Augmentation  Office  re- 
mained in  the  charge  of  a clerk.  In  this,  as  in  most  other  matters,  no  blame  can 
be  attached  to  the  board.  In  the.  Bill  which  I mentioned  on  Monday  there  was 
the  following  clause  : “ And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  as  to  who  is  entitled  to 
appoint  a keeper  of  the  records  contained  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  such  appoint- 
ment, previously  to  the  passing  of  an  Act  of  the  third  and  fourth  year  of  His 
present  Majesty,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  for  facilitating  the  appointment  of  Sheriffs 
and  the  more  effectual  audit  and  passing  of  their  Accounts,  and  for  the  more  speedy 
return  and  recovery  of  Fines,  Issues,  forfeited  Recognizances,  Penalties  and  Deo- 
dands,  and  to  abolish  certain  Offices  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,’  ” which  abolished 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Pipe  having  been  in  the  gift  of  the  clerk  of  the  Pipe : “ Be 
it  therefore  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  the 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  a proper  person  to  be  the  keeper  of  the  said 
records,  and  that  such  keeper  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord 
High  Treasurer,  or  the  Commissioners  for  the  time  being  of  His  Majesty’s  Trea- 
sury, and  may  be  removed  from  his  office  by  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  the  Com- 
missioners of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three  of  them  at 
pleasure.”  ’ 

Mr.  Henry  William  Hewlett,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


Mr. H.  W. Hewlett.  53°-  The  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a solicitor? — Yes,  I am. 

531.  I believe  your  business  has  lain  very  much  in  the  line  of  searching  among 

the  ancient  records  ? — Almost  entirely.  6 

532.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  searching  the  records  ?— Very  nearly 

twenty  years.  J J 

533.  For  what  purposes?— For  the  purposes  of  obtaining  evidence  upon  trials 
affecting  property  of  every  description ; that  is,  land,  mines,  fisheries,  tolls,  and 
real  property  generally. 

534-  You  have  not  searched  them  as  much  for  historical  or  literary  purposes’— 

No,  entirely  for  practical  purposes,  applicable  to  establishing  the  rights  of  parties 
who  claim  or  resist  the  claim  to  property.  0 r 

535-  Those  documents  are  frequently  of  very  great  importance  in  legal  investi- 
gations  ! — Oi  the  very  highest  importance. 

536.  Is  it  of  great  importance  to  the  public,  and  particularly  to  suitors  in  our 
courts  of  law,  that  the  readiest  access  should  be  obtained  to  those  records?— 
Decidedly,  in  every  way ; both  as  regards  expense  and  certainty. 

537-  Are  they  conveniently  situated  ?-They  lie  dispersed  in  different  parts  of 
the  town ; certainly  not  conveniently  situated.  1 

53*.  Is 
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538.  Is  it  not  a great  source  of  inconvenience,  and  a great  obstacle  to  those 
inquiries,  that  the  records  are  scattered  in  so  many  different  depositories  through- 
out London  r — It  would  be  more  convenient,  and  there  would  be  less  time  occu 
pied,  if  they  were  m one  place;  1 do  not  know  of  any  other  inconvenience  than 
that  you  have  to  go  from  Westminster  to  the  Tower,  and  from  the  Tower  to 
the  Temple  ; so  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  time  consumed,  as  well  as  labour 

539.  Which  is  a very  great  inconvenience  ?— Certainly. 

540.  In  tlie  buildings  in  which  they  are  found,  are  they  easy  of  access  when 
you  get  into  the  building  itself  r— Not  very  easy  of  access  ; in  fact  you  seldom  see 
where  the  records  are  deposited ; you  go  into  the  office,  and  ask  for  what  you 
want,  and  a.  clerk  goes  into  a different  part  of  the  building  to  find  them  • for 
instance,  in  the  1 ower  you  are  not  admitted  into  the  place  where  the  records  are 
kept,  so  that  I hardly  know  whether  they  are  conveniently  arranged ; in  many 
places  they  are  not ; at  the  Chapter  House  they  are  not  of  easy  access 

Pr0r«fadSityTaf[0rd,e,d  ‘°  the  Public  brg°od  indexes  “d  calendars 
at  the  different  offices  . 1 should  say,  generally  speaking,  certainly  not 

542.  Is  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  different  offices  such  that  the 

arrangement  itself  serves  as  a guide  to  the  document  that  is  wanted  ?— In  most 
places  1 should  think  they  are  arranged  under  different  general  heads;  for  instance 
grants  are  collected  together  at  the  Tower  and  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  • inquisi’ 
tions  post  viortem,  another  important  class  of  documents,  are  arranged  together 
At  the  leading  offices  of  chancery,  I should  think  the  arrangement  if  good  so  far 
as  they  are  arranged.  & * 

543.  Are  those  documents  so  arranged  into  classes,  chronologically  or  topogra 
phically  arranged  ?- -No,  except  at  a few  of  the  Record  Offices ; thus,  at  the  Tower 
they  are  arranged  chronologically,  and  also  at  the  Rolls  Chapel ; but  at  none  of 
the  offices  is  there  any  topographical  arrangement,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Augmentation  Office  and  a portion  of  the  Chapter  House  records. 

544-  Would  not  such  an  additional  arrangement  afford  great  additional  faci- 
lities?— Yes,  no  doubt. 

545-  'But  from  the  absence  of  such  chronological  and  topographical  arrange. 

ments,  the  want  of  indexes  and  calendars  is  much  more  severely  felt  ? No  doubt 

of  it;  although  good  indexes  and  calendars  are  the  grand  desiderata  in  refer- 
ring to  records. 

546-  Where  are  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  keptP-The  records  of  the 

IT  wt  ; contamiI>g  decisions  by  juries,  from  the  reign  of  the  1st  of 

Henry  VI,  called  the  Judgment  or  Verdict  Rolls,  are  kept  now  at  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  house,  which  has  been  converted  into  a record  depository  ■ they  were 
removed  a few  years  ago.  The  earlier  Judgment  or  Verdict  Rolls  of  this  Court 
are  kept  m the  Chapter  House  at  Westminster. 

. 547-  Are  those  reoords  of  great  importance  in  legal  inquiries  ?— Of  the  very 
highest  importance.  ' y 

. 548.  What  calendar  and  indexes  are  there  to  those  documents  ?— 1 The  only 
indexes  to  those  documents  are  what  are  called  Docket  Rolls,  and  they  contain 
merely  an  entry  of  the  county,  the  names  of  the  parties  and  the  number  of  the 
rolls  in  winch  the  different  causes  are  entered.  Those  Docket  Rolls  are  exceed- 
ingly imperfect,  and  do  not  at  all  correspond  to  the  rolls  of  which  they  profess  to 
be  indexes.  There  are  many  chasms  in  them  ; thus,  for  the  reign  of  Richard  II 
a tew  years  only  are  preserved ; for  the  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  V.  none  are 
existing;  and  for  the  last  twelve  years  of  Henry  VI th.’s  reign  there  are  none 
remaining.  During  the  succeeding  reigns  the  series  is  more  regular,  but  far  from 
perfect ; so  that  if  you  should  know  the  time  of  the  cause  being  tried  and  the 
parties  to  it,  you  could  not,  without  much  trouble  and  expense,  find’  out  the 
record  of  it,  on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  Docket  Roll. 

549'  Then  those  Docket  Rolls  give  exceedingly  little  information  P— None 
whatever,  except  that  they  conduct  you  to  the  Judgment  Roll,  when  you  happen 
to  know  the  precise  time  01  the.  trial  and  the  names  of  the  parties. 

550.  They  do  not  mention  the  property  about  which  there  is  a dispute ?_  No 
tbey  merely  give  you  the  county  generally,  York  or  Durham,  for  instance.  ’ 
v ,55‘-  . jrat  those  docket  rolls  do  not  give  the  parties  an  index  to  the  most 

t '“O'™?™  that  is  contained  in  the  document  to  which  they  are  an 
index  : — Decidedly  not. 

552.  For  instance,  if  you  wanted  to  search  those  docket  rolls,  in  order  to 
inquire  what  evidence  the  rolls  to  which  they  referred  contained  respecting  a 
E 4 particular 
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particular  property,  you  would  not  be  able  from  the  docket  rolls  to  find  out  that 
the  property  was  mentioned  ? — They  would  not  give  the  slightest  clue  to  it,  and 
I have  often  had  occasion  to  lament  it. 

553.  Have  you  ever  known  serious  expense  and  risk  in  a trial  of  the  title  to 
property  arise  from  this? — I have,  in  my  own  experience. 

554.  Could  you  give  any  instance? — I can  give  an  instance  which  has  recently 
happened  to  me  : I was  employed  to  support  a right  of  fishery  in  a public  river, 
which  is  a claim  that  requires  very  great  antiquity  to  support  it.  I accordingly 
made  searches,  and  found  a great  deal  of  evidence  that  led  to  the  presumption 
that  such  a right  anciently  existed,  but  nothing  conclusive  upon  the  point ; upon 
that  evidence,  however,  the  parties  determined  to  try  the  right ; but  it  happened, 
just  before  the  trial,  that  a gentleman  residing  in  the  country  near  the  spot,  found 
in  a chartulary  of  the  monastery  to  which  the  property  had  belonged,  a reference 
to  a trial  that  had  taken  place  upon  the  very  question ; this  reference  was  sent  up 
to/tne  to  prosecute  further;  and  as  it  very  fortunately  gave  the  number  of  the  roll 
upon  which  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  recorded  (it  was  of  the  date  of  Henry  VI.). 
I searched  amongst  the  Judgment  Rolls, of  the  King’s  Bench  of  that  reign ; and 
although  they  had  not  been  put  into  any  arrangement  since  they  had  been 
removed,  after  some  little  time  I succeeded  in  finding  the  roll  I was  in  search  of, 
and  of  course  procured  an  office  copy  of  the  verdict,  to  give  in  evidence  upon  the 
trial  of  the  question  in  dispute.  Supposing  we  had  not  got  that  reference,  the 
parties  must  have  gone  to  trial  without  this  most  important  evidence,  with  the 
risk  of  not  succeeding.  Now  the  previous  searches  which  I had  made  in  this  case, 
at  a considerable  expense,  to  find  evidence  in  support  of  the  right,  would  have 
been  saved,  if  I had  known  earlier  of  the  record  of  this  verdict ; but  from  the 
want  of  proper  indexes  to  the  judgment  rolls,  there  was  no  possibility  of  my 
knowing  it ; and  it  would  have  remained  undiscovered,  but  from  this  accidental 
circumstance. 

555.  So  that  all  this  expense  and  trouble  arose  from  there  being  no  sufficient 
information  contained  in  the  indexes  and  calendars  of  those  verdicts  ?— Pre- 
cisely so. 

556.  And  that  information  you  got  by  accident? — Yes,  we  should  have  gone  to 
trial  in  perfect  ignorance  of  its  existence. 

557.  Can  you  give  any  other  illustration  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Docket  Rolls 
as  guides  to  the  Verdict  Rolls  ? — Yes,  I can  ; rather  a more  serious  one  as  regards 
the  parties.  Some  years  ago  I was  applied  to  by  the  owner  of  the  tithes  of  a 
parish  to  recover  the  tithes  of  a very  large  tract  of  land,  from  which  he  had  re- 
ceived nothing.  I asked  him  what  evidence  there  was  in  support  of  the  exemp- 
tion ; he  told  me  he  knew  of  nothing  in  support  of  it,  and  wished  me  to  take 
measures  to  recover  the  tithes  in  kind.  Before  resorting  to  any  active  measures 
against  the  occupier  of  the  lands,  I made  general  searches  amongst  the  public 
records  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  was  no  ancient  documentary  evidence  which 
could  be  brought  forward  to  negative  the  tithe-owner’s  right  to  the  tithes  in  ques- 
tion ; and  having  met  with  nothing  in  the  least  degree  referring  to  the  exemption 
claimed,  I accordingly  proceeded  against  the  landholders.  As  it  was  the  wish  of 
my  client  to  try  the  question  upon  its  merits,  we  allowed  him  ample  time  to  pre- 
pare for  his  defence,  and  make  inquiries  for  ancient  documents  to  substantiate 
it ; and  I have  no  doubt  he  employed  a gentleman  experienced  in  ancient  evi- 
dence for  that  purpose.  After  some  time  had  elapsed,  hisattornies  called  on  me, 
and  stated  that  they  had  made  inquiries,  but  had  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
proof  necessary  to  establish  the  exemption,  and  that  their  client  would  pay  the 
tithes  in  kind.  Some  dispute,  however,  subsequently  arising  between  the  parties, 
the  proceedings  were  continued,  and  a very  heavy  expense  was  incurred  on  both 
sides.  It  was  afterwards  accidentally  discovered  that  the  matter  in  dispute  had 
been  before  the  courts  of  law  on  several  occasions  in  early  times,  which  gave  an 
entirely  different  complexion  to  the  case.  My  client  had  not  the  full  benefit  of 
this  new  evidence,  as  a compromise  took  place  between  the  parties.  If  the  ex- 
istence of  these  verdicts  had  been  known  in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
(as  they  must  have  been  if  there  had  been  an  index  locorum  to  the  Verdict 
Rolls,)  I should  have  shaped  my  course  differently,  and  in  all  probability  an  ex- 
pense of  1,5007.  would  have  been  saved  to  the  parties. 

558.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  But  the  decision  was  in  a printed  book  open  to  the 
profession  ? — It  was  in  a book  where  the  form  of  pleading  was  reported.  The 
reporter  might  or  might  not  mention  the  place,  often  they  do  not. 

559-  The 
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559.  The  Chairman .]  If  there  had  been  no  important  question  of  law  sufficiently 
new  or  striking  for  the  reporter  to  mention  it,  there  would  have  been  no  notice 
taken  of  it? —No. 

560.  Mr.  Jervis .]  If  it  had  been  merely  a decision  upon  the  evidence,  and  the 
Court  bad  decided  the  evidence  was  sufficient,  it  would  not  have  been  reported?— 
No,  the  report  turned  upon  pleading,  and  not  at  all  upon  the  merits  of  the  case. 

561.  The  Right  hon.  C.  IV.  'Williams  Wynn.]  This  was  not  an  ancient  de- 
cision  Yes,  it  was  of  some  antiquity. 

562.  The  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  the  report  it  was  quoted  from  ? Yes ; the 

old  reporters  never  give  you  the  names  of  the  places,  except  by  accident.  ’ We 
should  never  think  of  searching  those  reports  for  references  to  search  the  Verdict 
Rolls. 

563.  In  very  old  times  you  seldom  find  the  names  of  places  ?— Scarcely  ever. 

564.  Suppose  that  the  lord  of  a manor  was  to  come  to  you,  and  ask  you  to 
search  for  ancient  documents  in  support  of  his  title  to  a tract  of  common,  we  will 
•say  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  a neighbouring  lord  or  of  the  Crown ; supposing 
upon  your  asking  him,  or  from  his  own  recollection,  he  told  you  there  was  a tra- 
dition in  his  family,  vouched  either  by  the  records  of  the  manor,  or  some  kind  of 
history,  or  some  other  mode,  that  there  had  been  a trial  of  that  very  right  at  the 
assizes  some  time  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  we  will  say,  and  that  his  ances- 
tor’8 right  was  then  affirmed  by  a jury  ; but  supposing  he  could  not  tell  the  pre- 
cise year  m which  the  trial  took  place,  or  that  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  the 
defendant  against  whom  his  ancestor  had  tried  that  very  action,  how  could  you  find 

for  him  that  decisive  evidence  of  his  right  which  that  verdict  would  give  ? We 

could  not  give  him  the  least  assistance,  although  it  might  be  certain,  that  upon 
the  Verdict  Rolls  of  the  King’s  Bench,  or  other  courts,  there  was  that  verdict 
guiding  the  title,  and  establishing  it  to  the  fullest  extent.  I have  been  in  cases 
something  similar  to  that,  where  I knew  there  was  a dicision  in  my  favour-  but 
could  not  get  at  it. 

565.  Now  from  this  cause,  do  you  not  think,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  parties 

incur  very  great  expense  in  the  trial  of  a cause  l— Yes,  in  general ; in  important 
questions  of  the  nature  last  referred  to,  they  must  of  necessity  incur  very  great 
expense.  J 6 

566.  Do  you  not  think  great  uncertainty  prevails  as  to  rights  from  the  same 
cause  ? — Decidedly. 

567.  Do  you  not  think  that  many  actions  are  tried  that  never  would  be  tried  if 
the  matter  in  dispute  could  be  settled  by  a reference  to  those  decisions  ?— No 
doubt ; at  least  in  my  own  case  I should  not  think  of  trying  actions  where  I had 
distinct  proof  that  the  matters  in  dispute  had  been  decided  against  me  on  former 
occasions. 

568.  Do  you  not  think  there  is  some  reason  to  apprehend,  from  the  want  of 

knowledge  of  such  documents,  many  causes  have  been  decided  unjustly? I am 

quite  of  that  opinion.  I'  will  mention  another  case  where,  from  there  being  no 
means  of  access  to  the’contents  of  the  Judgment  Rolls,  the  expense  and  anxiety 
of  law  proceedings  were  on  the  point  of  being  incurred  fruitlessly.  A clergyman 
111  Kent  applied  to  me  to  recover  the  tithes  of  a chapelry  to  which  he  thought  he 
was  entitled,  situated  in  his  parish,  and  there  appeared  to  be  every  ground  to 
believe  he  had  a just  claim  to  them;  but  before  proceedings  were  commenced 
there  was  sent  me  a very  large  collection  of  private  family  deeds.  Upon  looking 
“f™1 e- 1 f™nd  repeated  references  to  trials  of  the  same  question  in  the  time 
ot  Elizabeth  and  James  I.,  where  the  right  was  decided  the  other  way.  I of  course 
advised  him  not  to  proceed  in  the  face  of  these  documents.  If  we  had  not 
had  these  private  muniments,  the  claim  would  have  been  prosecuted  in  utter 
ignorance  of  the  early  decisions,  and  if  known  to  the  opposing  party,  as  they 
probably  would  be,  from  their  private  sources,  might  have  been  produced 
against  us  to  our  dismay  and  defeat.  Now,  if  there  had  been  a perfect  calendar 
to  the  rolls  containing  these  judgments,  I must  have  known  of  them  without  anv 
other  means.  J 

569.  Where  are  these  Docket  Rolls  kept  ?— They  are  kept  in  what  is  called  the 
land  Jury  Room  in  Westminster  Hall,  a very  insecure  and  improper  place. 

57p.  Is  that  near  the  place  where  the  Verdict  Rolls  to  which  they  refer  are 

tIeP  n °’  , ey  are  kept  at  the  Master  of  the  Rolls’  house : they  were  near 
them  before  they  were  removed. 
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blr.H.  W Hewlett.  57 1 • So  that  from  the  calendar  you  have  now  to  go  about  a mile  and  a half 

< to  see  the  documents  to  which  those  calendars  are  an  index? — Yes,  that  is  the 

2 March  1836.  case. 

572.  Are  they  in  a perfect  state  of  preservation,  the  Docket  Rolls? — No,  very 
far  from  it. 

.573.  Are  they  defaced  by  damp? — Hardly  by  damp,  but  many  of  them  are  in 
shreds.  You  find  the  ends  of  several  of  the  rolls  containing  references  to  the 
Verdict  Rolls  torn  off,  and  others  quite  illegible. 

574.  Have  they  suffered  from  vermin? — Yes,  vermin  I should  think,  and  being 
very  badly  tied  up  ; from  want  of  care  in  tying  them  up,  pieces  are  torn  off. 

575.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Do  you  think  they  are  fit  documents  to  be  transcribed  for 
perpetuation  ? — They  are  very  imperfect  and  insufficient  indexes  ; but  as  they  are 
of  use  in  some  cases,  I should  think  it  desirable  to  transcribe  those  which  are  in  a 
perishing  condition,  and  take  better  care  of  the  others. 

576.  The  Chairman .]  But  while  the  commission  was  in  existence,  of  which  two 
of  the  principal  objects  were  to  provide  calendars  to  those  documents,  and 
transcribe  such  of  those  as  were  perishing,  do  you  not  think  that  their  money 
would  have  been  well  laid  out  in  either  providing  better  calendars  or  in 
transcribing  those  that  existed  ? — Decidedly ; it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
had  new  ones ; but  the  next  best  thing  would  be  to  keep  those  in  existence  from 
decay,  and  make  them  serviceable. 

577.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  how  far  the  courts  of  law  permit  any 
interference  with  the  documents  connected  with  those  courts  respectively,  on  the 
part  of  the  commissioners  more  than  on  the  part  of  any  individuals  ? — I never 
remember  any  instance  where  they  were  applied  to,  that  any  refusal  was  given  by 
the  courts  to  allow  of  a better  arrangement  of  their  records,  or  better  calendars. 
Undoubtedly  the  courts  have  the  custody  of  their  records,  and  any  application  or 
intention  of  rectifying  the  defects  of  those  records  must  be  made  to  the  chiefs  or 
the  judges  of  those  courts;  that  is  the  channel  for  the  application  to  go  through; 

I never  knew  any  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way,  and  I should  think  the  courts 
would  be  very  glad  of  it. 

578.  The  Chairman.]  Have  your  inquiries  led  you  to  consult  the  Verdict  Rolls 
of  the  Common  Pleas  ? — Yes. 

579.  In  what  state  are  those  Verdict  Rolls  ? — Generally  they  are  in  a very  good 
state  ; the  Verdict  Rolls  are  quite  accessible,  if  you  could  get  calendars  to  them. 

580.  At  what  period  do  they  begin? — There  is  almost  an  unbroken  series  from 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  in  the  Common  Pleas  Treasury,  and  there  are  many 

, earlier  ones  at  the  Chapter  House. 

581.  From  the  time  of  Richard  II.? — Rather  earlier  than  that. 

582.  Part  of  those  Verdict  Rolls  are  kept  in  one  place,  and  part  in  another? — 
Yes. 

^ 583.  Where  is  the  part  kept  that  is  not  at  the  Chapter  House?— In  the  late 
Carlton  House  Riding-house. 

584.  Is  that  a very  convenient  and  accessible  building? — Very  far  from  it. 

585.  Sir  Robert  Inglis ^]  Is  it  not  a building  obviously  one  of  a temporary 
nature,  to  which  they  were  removed  from  the  Mews ; as  to  the  Mews  they  had 
been  removed  from  the  temporary  building  at  Westminster  Hall? — Yes;  that  is 
the  case  ; a temporary  building,  at  least  I should  think  so. 

586.  The  Chairman.]  How  long  have  those  records  been  in  temporary  build- 
ings ? — I should  think  at  the  least  for  ten  years. 

587.  The  temporary  nature  of  those  buildings  is  the  cause  of  the  excessively 
inconvenient  mode  in  which  they  are  kept?— They  are  limited  for  room,  and  the 
classification  is  not  so  perfect  and  entire  as  it  would  be  if  they  were  supposed  to 
be  permanently-  placed. 

588.  Constant  removal  of  those  records  from  one  place  to  another  has  ren- 
dered them  less  available  to  the  public? — No  doubt,  in  a certain  degree. 

589.  Is  there  any  calendar  to  those  Verdict  Rolls  of  the  Common  Pleas?— No, 
except  the  Docket  Rolls. 

590.  Are  they  similar  to  those  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ?— Yes,  but  not  so 
regular  ; there  are  more  chasms  in  them  than  in  the  King’s  Bench  dockets. 

59 1 • When  there  is  a chasm  in  the  Docket  Roll,  there  is  no  clue  whatever?— 
No,  the  Verdict  Roll  is  then  wholly  shut  up,  except  you  get  a reference  from  some 
private  source. 

592.  Sir 
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592.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  I11  point  of  fact,  the  custody  of  the  records  of  each 
court  is  with  the  court  to  which  such  records  belong  ? — Exactly  so. 

593 ■ The  Chairman.']  Have  the  Judges  much  leisure  for  arranging  these  records  3 
— Very  little. 

594.  Do  you  suppose  they  would  do  it,  if  they  had  ? — I should  think  they  would 
be  jealous  of  preserving  their  records  in  good  order,  if  they  had  time  and  means  • 
there  are  no  funds  to  arrange  them  within  the  Judges’  control,  that  I know  of. 

595.  Do  you  think,  if  it  should  be  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  only  persons  qualified  to  arrange  them  are  the  Judges,  there  is 
any  chance  of  their  so  doing? — I should  think  not. 

596.  Are  the  Docket  Rolls  kept  in  good  order,  those  that  remain  ?— No  nothin® 

can  be  worse  than  the  Common  Pleas  Docket  Rolls.  8 

597.  Do  not  those  indexes,  in  fact,  require  some  clue  to  themselves,  or  some 
very  considerable  time  to  be  occupied  in  searching  P— That  is  the  case  in  the 
Common  Pleas  more  particularly ; formerly  there  were  three  prothonotaries  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  each  of  whom  kept  a distinct  Docket  Roll,  so  that  you  have  to  look 
through  three  bundles  of  dockets  for  each  term,  before  you  can  o-et  to  the  Verdict 
Roll  of  the  term,  in  which  Docket  Rolls  are  entered  the  parties’  names,  and  the 
county;  and  this  practice  continued  down  to  1770;  so  that  the  labour  would  be 
greater  m searching  them  than  the  Verdict  Roll.  If  I knew  the  term,  I should 
prefer  searching  through  the  bundle  of  the  whole  term,  containing  perhaps  2 000 
skins,  rather  than  go  to  the  Docket  Roll. 

59^-  Are  those  Docket  Rolls  in  a.state  of  good  preservation? — They  are  drv  • 
they  are  not  decayed  by  damp,  but  in  an  exceedingly  dusty  and  dirty  state  • 
.■filthy,  I may  say,  unfit  to  touch.  J * 

.599.  Does  not  that  filth  have  an  effect  upon  the  legibility? Yes. 

600.  Are  they  accessible  to  vermin  ?— Not  the  Common  Pleas  Rolls. 

60 i The  Right  hon.  C.  W Williams  Wynn.]  Are  there  not  indexes  kept  by  the 
clerk  of  the  dockets  of  the  King’s  Bench  in  vellum  books  in  a regular  order  from 
the  year  1656,  which  contains  the  county  in  which  the  action  is  tried,  the  nature  of 
the  action,  with  the  parties’  names  arranged  alphabetically  ?— Yes,  those  are  a con- 
tinuation of  the  Docket  Rolls ; they  were  formerly  kept  in  rolls,  and  from  that 
period  (1656)  they  are  m books  ; that  is  the  nature  of  the  Docket  Roll. 

002.  Mr.  Jervis.]  It  is  merely  an  entry  of  the  action,  whether  assumpsit  or 
■ trespass,  or  any  thing  else  ? — Yes.  ^ 

603.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  This  is  the  Report  of  1800,  by  the 
keeper  of  the  rolls  : The  indexes  appear  to  have  been  entered  on  the  rolls,  some 

ot  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  lost  or  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  Fire 
of  London  in  1666,  there  being  in  the  clerk  of  the  dockets  custody  only  66 
bundles  of  rolls  remaining,  and  some  of  them  in  part  defaced;  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  the  expense  of  making  new  catalogues  or  indexes  at  the  Tower  as  it 
would  require  the  constant  labour  of  many  persons  for  many  years,  who* must 
understand  the  anguage  they  are  written  in,  the  ancient  abbreviation,  the  court 
and  other  hands  anciently  used,  as  well,  as  have  other  qualifications,  of  which 
here  are  at  this  time  few  to  be  found;  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  such  cata- 
logues and  indexes,  if  made,  would,  be  useless,  as  they  would  chiefly  relate 
to  entries  of  immense  number  of  suits,  actions  and  proceedings  immaterial  at  this 
penod  of  time.  This  being  a Return  made  by  the  clerks  of  the  Treasury  the 
custos  brevium  and  recordorum  of  the  King’s  Bench  in  1800,  do  you  conceive 
that  opinion  to  be  correct  P — No,  I do  not  altogether. 

J0U  are  sPfkinSas  a practical  man?- 1 have  had  occasion  . 
to  lament  the  want  of  proper  references  ; the  gentlemen  who  made  that  Return 
aie  confined  to  then-  duties  throughout  the  year,  and  could  have  no  notion  of  the 
nature  of  searches  ; and  any  body  who  knows  the  nature  of  assize  business  now 
could  not  say  that  the  decisions  there  will  not  be  valuable  to  be  used  hereafter 
^posterity.  What  takes  place  now  upon  questions  affecting  the  right  to  land 
and  real  property,  will  be  available  hereafter,  if  care  is  taken  of  the  records 
necE”?  ‘ 16  yrdlclf  The  rec,ords  t0  chichi  these  gentlemen  say  there  is  no 
SS t0  m,alle  mdexes>  are  proceedings  of  judges  and  juries  at  all  the 
ssizes  throughout  the  country,  and  all  the  sittings  in  London  for  many  centuries 
Ed  ? aanuot  conceive  how  they  can  say  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  make 
alendars  of  them.  No  doubt  there  is  a great  deal  of  useless  matter  in  them, 
be  • I 'Se , j °n  Sl0ud  be  made  ; every  thing  that  relates  to  real  property  might 

sc  ected ; a great  many  of  the  decisions  are  doubtless  in  personal  actions,  and 

33‘  * 2 these 


Mr  .H.W.Hc-Mt. 
2 March  1836. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


44 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr.  Ii.  W. Hewlett,  these  it  would  not  be  useful  to  index.  You  might  select  from  each  year  and 
2 March  1836.  eac^  ^erm  what  was  really  valuable ; it  seems  to  me  to  be  of  the  highest  importance. 

605.  The  Chairman^]  Is  there  an  alphabetical  index  of  persons? — Yes,  there 
is  of  the  persons ; but  it  is  very  clear  you  must  know  the  names  of  the  parties  in 
order  to  make  use  of  that  index. 

606.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Does  it  form  a complete  alphabetical  index  to  the  roll  ? — No. 

607.  If  you  wanted  to  find  a suit  in  which  Smith  was  a party,  could  you 
find  it  ? — No,  unless  you  knew  the  other  party’s  name,  and  the  Christian  name  of 
Smith. 

608.  With  reference  to  the  Common  Pleas,  that  Report  states  it  would  employ 
seven  years  a superintendent  and  five  able  assistants  down  to  the  year  1770. 
Assuming  that  to  be  perfectly  correct,  do  you  think  that  the  object  is  worth  that 
expense  ? — I think  it  is.  I do  not  know  any  records  at  all  approaching  to  the 
value  of  the  Judgment  Rolls  and  the  Assize  Rolls  ; they  are  records  of  the  deci- 
sions of  our  courts  made  upon  occasions  when  it  is  probable  the  most  important 
of  other  documents  then  existing  were  produced. 

609.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Is  there  not  in  the  British  Museum  an  index  to  the  manu- 
scripts ? — Yes. 

610.  Is  not  that  found  universally  useful  ? — Yes,  no  doubt. 

611.  The  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  consult  the  Verdict  Rolls 
of  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas  ? — Yes. 

612.  Do  they  contain  matters  of  the  same  nature? — Yes,  but  not  to  the  same 
extent ; there  was  less  business  in  that  court. 

613.  But  as  far  as  they  go,  they  are  of  equal  importance? — Yes. 

614.  Mr.  Jervis.]  The  Exchequer  Rolls  are  of  more  importance,  being  the 
Revenue  Court  of  the  Kingdom  ? — I have  had  less  occasion  to  refer  to  them. 

61.5.  The  Chairman^]  In  consequence  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Exchequer  in 
matters  affecting  the  Crown,  and  the  antiquity  of  those  rights  in  which  the  Crown 
is  concerned  rendering  them  more  frequently  matters  in  dispute  in  the  present 
day  than  other  ancient  rights,  are  not  those  records  much  consulted  ? — I have  not 
had  occasion  to  consult  them  much,  except  as  to  the  verdict  of  juries.  I had 
occasion  to  search  for  the  Duke  of  Portland,  for  a decision  establishing  a modus 
upon  some  land  he  was  about  to  sell ; the  party  purchasing  wished  to  know  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  establishing  the  modus  ; and  as  the  Duke’s  solicitor  knew 
within  a year  or  two  when  the  verdict  in  favour  of  it  was  pronounced,  I succeeded 
in  finding  the  record  of  it ; but  I was  obliged  to  go  through  the  Judgment  Rolls 
for  two  years,  as  I could  obtain  no  reference  to  the  verdict  from  the  Docket  Rolls. 
It  was  by  actual  labour  that  it  was  discovered ; and  if  I had  not  been  furnished 
with  a tolerably  precise  date,  I could  not  have  got  at  it. 

616.  Is  there  any  better  Index  to  those? — No,  none;  rather  worse  than  the 
others,  consisting  of  the  same  description  of  Docket  index. 

617.  Mr.  Jervis.]  That  Docket  index  is  not  an  index  made  to  facilitate  searches, 
but  is  made  by  the  party  docketing  the  judgment  ? — Yes. 

6 1 8.  There  is  no  thanks  to  the  keeper  of  the  office,  it  is  done  under  the  statute, 
the  parties  are  obliged  to  docket  their  judgment  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case. 

619.  The  Chairman.]  You  said  just  now  that  they  mentioned  the  nature  of  the 
cause;  all  that  they  mention  is  what  is  the  legal  denomination  of  the  action 
tried  ; for  instance,  they  mention  simply  whether  trespass  case,  or  assumpsit  or 
ejectment  ? — Yes,  nothing  more  than  that ; a general  description  of  the  action 
tried. 

620.  Mr.  Jervis.]  They  say  this,  taking  a general  description, — take  the  case,  it 
may  be  an  action  for  slander,  or  an  action  for  a disturbance  of  a fishery,  or  the 
disturbance  of  a way,  or  adultery,  or  any  other  matter  without  guiding  you  to  the 
nature  of  the  action  ? — Exactly  so. 

62 1 . The  Chairman.]  In  the  same  way,  if  trespass,  you  would  not  know  whe- 
ther it  was  for  an  assault  or  for  the  title  to  lands  ? — Not  at  all. 

622.  Are  the  dockets  kept  with  regularity  in  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas? — No; 
except  when  the  books  commence. 

623.  When  was  that  ?— About  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

624.  They  are  in  bundles? — The  Docket  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas  up  to 
Charles  II.  are  in  bundles. 

625.  Is  it  true  that  the  bundles  of  the  different  reigns  are  intermixed  with  each 
other  indiscriminately  ?-— The  bundle  of  the  Verdict  Rolls  of  this  Court  are  in 
great  confusion  indeed. 

626.  If 
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626.  If  there  was  a good  index,  it  would  be  of  very  little  use? — Very  little, 
until  the  Judgment  or  Verdict  Rolls  were  arranged  chronologically. 

627.  It  has  been  stated,  that  the  bundles  relating  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  are 
mixed  up  with  those  of  Henry  IV.  ? — Yes,  that  is  so  with  the  Verdict  Rolls  in  the 
Exchequer  of  Pleas. 

628.  If  in  a Docket  Roll  you  had  a reference  to  a cause  tried  in  a particular 
reign,  in  the  first  of  Elizabeth,  for  instance,  you  would  have  to  search  among  a 
bundle  in  which  half  the  documents  would  relate  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  ?— Yes,  the  reigns  are  mixed  indiscriminately. 

■ 629.  When  does  this  Docket  index  begin  in  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas  ? — In  the 
time  of  James  the  First. 

630.  So  that  of  all  the  verdicts  of  the  former  period  you  have  no  index  at  all  ? — - 
No ; though  probably  earlier  Docket  Rolls  would  be  found  if  the  records  of  this 
court  were  examined. 

631.  Is  it  perfect  since  the  time  of  James  ? — No. 

632.  Are  the  intermissions  frequent? — Very  frequent  and  very  long;  in  fact, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  search  for  an  ancient  verdict,  unless  you  have  a distinct 
reference  to  the  number  of  the  roll  itself. 

633.  Where  are  the  enrolments  of  the  private  conveyances  of  land_  and  other 
descriptions  of  property? — They  are  enrolled  in  the  Close  Rolls  in  Chancery, 
which  are  kept  at  the  Tower  and  Rolls  Chapel ; also  upon  the  records  in  the 
King’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer  of  Pleas  upon  the  same  rolls  as  the 
verdicts. 

634.  Of  the  deeds  enrolled  in  Chancery  there  is  an  index  from  the  reign  of 
John  down  to  EdwardTV.? — There  is  an  Index  Locorum,  which  seems  to  me  the 
only  valuable  index  that  could  be  made  as  to  deeds  or  any  thing  else;  but  this  is 
imperfect. 

635.  With  regard  to  these  early  records,  you  very  seldom  want  the  names  of 
the  parties ; you  chiefly  want  to  consult  them  as  to  the  property  ? — Yes,  the  place. 

636.  The  Index  Locorum  is  the  one  that  is  of  importance  ? — Yes. 

637.  Is  it  a good  one,  from  the  time  of  John? — No,  very  incomplete. 

638.  From  that  period  is  there  any  index  ?— From  the  reign  of  Richard  III. 
deeds  enrolled  in  Chancery  are  kept  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  there  is  a very 
good  index  indeed  to  them,  if  you  know  the  parties  conveying  the  property,  and 
to  whom  it  is  conveyed,  and  the  period ; there  is  a list  made  every  year  of  the 
deeds  carried,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  names,  that  is  all. 

639.  From  the  period  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  there  is  no  index  locorum  ? 
— No,  except  for  the  reigns  of  Henry  VII.  and  VIII.  and  selections  from  other 
reigns;  but  these  indexes  locorum  are  private  indexes,  and  are  considered  the 
property  of  the  executors  of  a gentleman  who  last  filled  the  office  of  keeper  of 
the  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

640.  Mr.  C.  Villiers .]  Which  he  made  himself? — No,  he  bought  them  from  his 
predecessor  in  the  office,  I believe. 

641.  The  Chairman .]  The  only  entry  that  exists  is  of  the  conveyance  and  the 
party? — Yes. 

642.  If  you  are  wanting  to  hunt  up  information  as  to  the  subject-matter,  it  gives 
no  information  ? — No. 

643.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Suppose  you  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  party  conveying, 
you  may  know  the  name  of  the  ancestor ; but  if  a conveyance  was  made  to  a trustee 
whose  name  you  did  not  know,  you  have  no  means  of  finding  the  conveyance  ? — 
None  whatever. 

644.  The  Chairman.]  If  you  wanted  to  know  how  any  particular  lands  came 
into  the  hands  of  any  particular  body  of  individuals,  can  you  do  it? — No. 

645.  Does  it  often  fall  to  your  lot  to  have  to  make  such  inquiries  ? — Y os. 

646.  And  all  those  inquiries  are  made  uncertain  and  expensive  by  the  want  of 
such  an  index  ? — Decidedly  so. 

647.  What  index  is  there  to  the  enrolled  deeds  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ? — 
Nothing  but  what  is  contained  on  those  Docket  Rolls,  which  refer  to  the  deeds 
enrolled  as  well  as  to  the  verdicts  recorded  upon  the  Judgment  or  Verdict  Rolls. 

648.  What  is  mentioned  in  the  reference? — The  parties’  names  and  number  of 
the  roll ; nothing  else ; not  the  county  or  the  place. 

649.  There  is  no  index  locorum  there  ? — None  at  all. 

650.  Is  there  any  index  locorum,  or  index  of  the  names,  to  the  enrolled  convey- 
ances in  the  Common  Pleas  ? — There  is  an  index  of  the  parties  and  premises  in 

O.33.  3 each 
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Mr.  H.  W.  Hewlett,  each  deed  enrolled,  arranged  chronologically,  by  which,  if  you  know  the  date 
“ “ and  the  parties,  you  may  find  a deed,  but  not  otherwise. 

2 laich  1836.  651.,  Mr.  Jervis.]  Are  the  places  mentioned  there? — Yes,  but  not  alphabeti- 

cally or  topographically. 

652.  But  not  in  the  enrolled  deeds? — No,  there  is  no  index  locorum  of  that 
description. 

653.  The  Chairman.  j Of  the  deeds  enrolled  in  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas,  is  there 
any  calendar  Not  any  calendar  locorum. 

654.  In  fact,  to  all  these  enrolled  conveyances,  there  is  as  little  clue  afforded  by 
proper  indexes  as  to  the  verdicts  of  courts  of  law  ? — Y es,  that  is  the  case. 

655.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  to  the  Committee  respecting  the 
difficulties  you  have  met  with  in  your  searches,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper 
arrangement,  proper  calendars  or  indexes? — All  my  objection  refers  to  the  want 
of  proper  calendars  locorum.  Suppose  I am  searching  for  a grant  to  or  a deed 
to  a person  of  the  name  of  Jones,  I might  find  six  or  eight  deeds  or  grants  to  per- 
sons of  that  name,  and  must  have  the  trouble  of  inspecting  them  ; but  if  there  had 
been  an  index  locorum,  containing  the  substance  of  the  deeds,  I should  turn  to 
that  I was  in  search  of  at  once ; and  there  is  this  inconvenience  in  addition  to  the 
trouble,  that  I am  obliged  to  pay  for  inspecting  all  grants  or  deeds  to  Jones, 
although  only  one  at  all  related  to  the  object  of  my  inquiry. 

656.  Mr.  Charles  Villiersi]  How  could  you  remedy  that  ? — If  there  was1  an  index 
of  places,  it  would  remedy  it ; if  there  was  an  index  of  places  for  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  for  instance,  of  all  deeds  between  parties,  and  I knew  that  a convey- 
ance had  then  been  made  of  my  property,  I should  search  under  the  name  of  the 
place,  and  could  not  help  finding  it  at  once,  without  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
inspecting  six  or  eight  deeds  made  to  persons  of  the  same  name. 

6,57-  The  Chairman. J The  difficulties,  therefore,  that  arise  from  the  want  of 
sufficient  calendars,  are  very  much  aggravated  by  the  system  of  fees  ? — I think  so. 

658.  In  each  of  those  cases  you  would  not  only  have  the  trouble  of  making  an 
ineffectual  search,  but  also  have  to  pay  for  it? — Yes. 

659.  You  pay  just  as  much  for  an  effectual  as  an  ineffectual  search? — Yes. 

660.  Upon  searching  the  record  offices,  have  you  found  any  cause  of  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  system  of  searching  and  fees?  —The  system  of  fees  seems  to  me 
almost  to  amount  in  some  instances  to  a prohibition  to  search. 

66 1.  Is  it  the  rule  at  the  Tower  for  every  record  looked  at,  a fee  of  165.  8 d.  is 
to  be  paid  ? — It  is  the  rule  strictly,  unless  you  majce  what  is  called  a general 
search,  then  you  pay  five  guineas,  and  6 s.  8 cl.  instead  of  16s.  8 d.  for  every  docu- 
ment you  look  at;  many  of  the  documents  you  inspect  prove  to  be  of  no  possible, 
use,  but  you  must  look  at  them,  as  they  may  refer  to  the  place  or  the  person  you 
are  Inquiring  about;  then  you  pay  6s.  8 cl.  for  every  document,  besides  the  five 
guineas. 

662.  Dr.  Bowring .]  T ou  give  16s.  8 d.  for  access  to  documents  specified,  and 
five  guineas  where  there  is  no  specification,  but  for  general  inquiry? — Yes,  and 
6s.  8d.  each;  I have  paid  sometimes  16/.  or  18/.  upon  an  inquiry  at  the  Tower, 
and  got  very  little  information. 

663.  The  Chairman .]  To  whom  are  those  fees  paid  ? — They  are  paid  at  the 
office ; I do  not  know  how  they  are  appropriated. 

664.  Dr.  Boro  ring.]  Is  the  delay  considerable  upon  a general  search? — No, 
every  facility  is  afforded,  and  all  despatch  used.  I hope  the  Committee  will  under- 
stand that  I speak  only  of  the  system  as  objectionable,  and  have  no  complaint 
whatever  to  make  of  the  gentlemen  employed  at  the  different  offices. 

665.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  whether  the  fees  received  by  the 
officers  in  the  Tower  constitute  the  whole  of  their  income,  as  connected  with  the 
records,  or  whether  they  have  salaries  ?— No,  the  officers  in  the  Tower  have 
salaries;  the  keeper  of  the  records  has  700/.  or  800/.  a-year,  I think. 

666-  Iv/r  ac^'6on  to  the  fees? — I do  not  know  how  they  are  appropriated. 

667.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.']  You  refer  to  Mr.  Petrie? — Yes;  I may  be  exa g- 
gerating  as  to  the  amount  of  salary  ; I do  not  know  the  exact  amount. 

668.  Do  you  think  it  a good  system,  making  the  salaries  of  those  officers 
dependent  upon  the  fees  that  they  can  get  from  the  public  for  searching ? -No,  I 
think  not ; where  there  are  no  salaries,  and  fees  are  paid,  the  system  is  oppres- 
sive ; thus  you  are  called  upon  to  pay  for  office  copies  when  a short  extract  would 
answer  your  purpose,  in  order  to  compensate  the  gentlemen  who  fill  those  offices, 
which  is  exceedingly  oppressive;  I have  found  it  so.  I have  often  been  obliged 

v to 
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to  take  copies  of  documents  at  a considerable  expense,  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  the  rules  of  the  office  would  not  admit  of  extracts  being  made. 

66g.  The  Chairman.']  Is  there  a fee  upon  searching  the  calendars  and  indexes 
in  the  Tower  ? — No,  because  they  are  printed. 

670.  But  there  is  a fee  upon  making  copies? — Yes. 

671.  Do  they  allow  you  at  the  Tower  to  copy  part  of  a document  ? — They  are 
very  indulgent  at  the  Tower;  if  you  assure  them  it  is  not  for  evidence,  they  allow 
you  to  take  extracts. 

672.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  If  it  is  for  literary  or  antiquarian  purposes? — Yes,  or 
for  other  purposes ; if  I am  making  searches,  they  will  let  me  put  down  upon  paper 
the  date  of  the  documents  I have  been  looking  at,  and  a few  notes  of  their  con- 
tents, and  not  trust  to  my  memory. 

673.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  That  is  owing  to  their  being  paid  by  salaries  ? — 
Yes,  1 suppose  it  is. 

674.  The  Chairman.]  At  the  Rolls  Chapel  are  there  important  documents? — 
Yes,  highly  so. 

675.  Of  all  documents,  those  most  important  are  those  that  relate  to  the  breaking 
up  and  disposal  of  the  monastic  property  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  ?—  They  are. 

676.  Of  all  documents,  those  are  the  documents  to  which  most  frequent  recur- 
rence is  had  ? — Yes. 

677-  Most  of  those  are  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? — All  grants  of  that  description  are 
enrolled  there. 


678.  What  is  the  fee  for  inspecting  any  grant  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? — When 
you  know  the  year  and  the  name  of  the  grantee,  and  call  for  the  grant  at  once,  the 
fee  is  3 s.  6d.,  a very  proper  fee. 

679.  Suppose  you  do  not  know  a particular  grant,  how  do  you  go  to  work  ? — - 
I should  search  under  the  initial  letter  of  the  party  to  whom  I supposed  the  grant 
had  been  made. 

680.  What  do  you  pay  for  that? — One  shilling  a year,  for  every  year  that  I 
search,  whether  it  be  50,  60  or  100  years. 

681.  Mr.  Jervis.]  In  the  course  of  that  initial  search,  you  find  the  name  you 
think  you  want,  and  you  take  down  that  roll ; what  do  you  pay? — Three  shillings 
and  sixpence. 

682.  That  roll  does  not  satisfy  you  ? — Very  often  it  does  not. 

683.  Do  you  pay  for  each  ineffectual  search? — Yes. 

684.  Mr.  Jervis. ] If  you  take  a grant  to  Lord  Leicester  in  the  time  of 
Elizabeth  ; rather  a general  subject  of  grants,  was  not  he  ? — He  was. 

685.  You  might  have  to  search  through  a great  many  before  you  found  the  one 
you  wanted  ? — Yes. 

686.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  Is  there  any  index  locorum  at  Doctors’  Commons, 
except  of  the  dioceses  ? — No. 

687.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  searching  for  wills  there? — Yes,  as  I have  men- 
tioned. If  I am  searching  for  a will  of  the  name  of  Smith,  I may  inspect  wills 
of  that  name  in  twenty  instances,  and  must  pay  Is.  for  every  third  one.  I have 
often  had  occasion  to  search  for  wills  and  pay  for  them  over  and  over  again 
without  finding  them  of  the  least  use  to  me. 

688.  The  Chairman]  Is  it  not  well  known  that  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  were  in  the  habit  of  making  very  large  grants  to  some  of  their 
favourites  of  various  lands,  such,  for  instance,  as  to  Lord  Leicester  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  that  Lord  Leicester  was  in  the  habit  immediately  afterwards  of 
regranting  those  properties  to  some  other  person  ’—Quite  a common  practice  ; to 
save  the  expense  of  crown  grants,  some  grantee  would  ask  a grant  from  the 
crown  of  various  properties  after  he  had  made  contracts  with  a hundred  indivi- 
duals to  take  sub-grants  from  him  ; the  grant  of  the  whole  would  be  accordingly 
made  by  the  crown  to  him,  and  then  he  conveyed  them  away,  perhaps  the  next  day. 

. 689.  Take  a case  where  it  is  not  likely  that  Lord  Leicester  would  have  a grant, 
but  some  minor  favourite,  whose  name  is  not  quite  so  well  known,  and  suppose 
all  I know  of  the  property  was,  that  an  ancestor  of  mine  had  got  it  at  a particular 
period  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. ; is  it  not  exceedingly  likely,  in  the  first  place, 

I might  have  to  hunt  through  the  index  of  names  for  the  name  of  my  ancestors 
for  100  years  ?— I think  so. 

690.  In  the  next  place,  is  it  not  very  probable  I might  not  find  that  name  at  all, 
the  fact  being  it  was  granted  to  this  favourite,  by  whom  it  was  immediately  re- 
granted  to  my  ancestor,  and  that  the  name  I ought  to  have  looked  for  was  this 
°-33*  F4  person, 


Mr.  H.  IV.  Hewlett. 
2 March  1836. 
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Mr. H.  W. Hewlett,  person,  of  whose  temporary  possession  of  the  property  I had  no  knowledge? 

— Yes,  you  would  fail  in  your  search,  and  be  put  to  very  great  expense. 

2 March  1836.  691.  Mr.  Jervis.']  A case  has  occurred  in  your  recollection  of  that  sort,  a 

Welsh  case,  in  which  upon  a late  trial  a very  important  document  had  escaped 
your  notice,  a grant  of  concealed  lands?— Yes,  from  the  want  of  an  index 
locorum  that  grant  could  not  have  been  found  without  an  express  reference  to  it. 

692.  You  had  searched  upon  four  trials  before  it  was  found  ? — Yes. 

693.  Upon  the  fifth  did  you  find  it? — Yes. 

694.  It  was  a grant  to  trustees  of  lands  belonging  to  the  dissolved  monasteries 
in  a great  variety  of  counties  ? — Yes. 

695.  Running  to  a very  great  length?— Yes,  the  copy  cost  14/.  or  15/. 

696.  All  that  was  material  in  the  grant  was  contained  in  six  lines  ? — Yes. 

697.  Were  you  obliged  to  take  a full  copy? — Yes,  because  it  was  for  evidence; 
if  it  had  not  been  for  evidence,  they  would  have  allowed  me  to  have  any  part 
I wanted  for  five  guineas,  but  being  for  evidence,  I was  obliged  to  take  the  whole. 

698.  That  was  a case  where  there  was  a re-grant  the  following  day  ? — Yes,  it  was! 

699.  The  Chairman .]  Is  there  not  an  index  locorum  at  the  Rolls’  Office,  a 
private  index? — Yes,  to  all  grants,  and  to  some  of  the  private  deeds. 

700.  By  whom  was  this  compiled? — I cannot  imagine  it  could  have  been 
compiled  by  any  body  but  one  of  the  officers  who  had  the  custody  of  these  records. 

701.  And  who  was  an  officer  either  by  fees  or  salary  in  the  public  pay  ? — Yes. 

702.  Do  you  think  such  a calendar  as  that  ought  to  have  been  considered 
private  property  of  the  officer,  and  to  have  been  bequeathed  by  him  ? — I cannot 
conceive  how  it  came  to  be  so  considered. 

. 703-  What  fee  do  you  pay  for  consulting  those  ?— For  consulting  the  private 
index  to  the  grants  you  pay  five  guineas. 

704.  There  is  another  private  index  to  the  grants  of  the  lands  of  the  crown, 
bishops,  deans  and  chapters  made  by  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament  to  sell  those  lands  ? — Yes,  there  is  a private  calendar  to  those 
grants. 

705.  Could  that  have  been  compiled  by  any  but  a public  officer  ? — It  must 
have  been  compiled  by  a public  officer  at  some  time  or  other ; when  it  was  I 
cannot  tell. 

706.  Is  a fee  demanded  for  that? — Yes,  two  guineas.  There  is  another  pri- 
vate calendar,  containing  an  account  of  the  fee-farm  rents  sold  in  Charles  the 
Second’s  time,  and  you  pay  two  guineas  for  the  inspection  of  it. 

707.  May  it  not  sometimes  happen  you  have  occasion  to  look  through  all  those 
calendars  before  you  find  the  property  you  are  searching  for?— We  are  not  allowed 
to  search  them  ourselves. 

708.  Might  it  not  happen  you  would  have  to  consult  those  three  calendars,  and 

pay  those  three  sets  of  fees,  amounting  to  nine  guineas,  with  respect  to  one  pro- 
perty ?— Yes.  1 

7°9-  '*■.  n°t  happen,  after  all,  you  would  not  find  the  information  you 

wanted . - That  is  very  rare ; I think  you  would  find  what  you  wanted  in  one  of 
those  calendars. 

710.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  Do  you  tell  the  officers  what  you  wish  to  search 
tor  or  do  you  specify  the  calendar  ?— You  tell  him  the  object  of  your  inquiry, 
and  he  lets  you  know  the  result  in  two  or  three  days. 

711.  The  Chairman.]  You  have  not  the  calendar  in  your  hands  ?— No. 

712.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  Though  he  looks  through  the  three  calendars,  you 
pay  no  more  ? — Yes,  you  do. 

713.  He  tells  you  that? — It  very  seldom  happens  that  you  have  to  search 
rough  the  three.  If  I wanted  to  search  when  a fee- farm  rent  reserved  in  a grant 

ot  lands  to  my  ancestor  had  been  sold,  search  would  be  made  in  the  calendar  of  the 
lee-larm  rent  sold. 

714.  The  Chairman .]  After  you  have  acquired  the  information  that  those 
calendars  give  you,  have  you  to  search  the  documents  themselves  ?— Yes. 

715-  h or  that  you  would  never  have  to  pay  more  than  3 5.  6 cl.  ?— Nothing  at  all ; ' 
the  inspection  of  the  documents  is  included  in  that  five  guineas ; I think  so. 

710.  Alter  this,  are  you  allowed  to  make  notes  of  the  contents  of  those  docu- 
ments with  the  same  liberality  as  in  the  Tower  ?-They  allow  no  notes  or  extracts 
whatever  to  be  taken  of  their  documents  at  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

717.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  They  allow  you  to  transcribe? — No;  you  must  not 
put  pen  to  paper.  J 

718.  May. 
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7.1 8-  May  you  not  take  a copy  of  the  whole  document  ? — Yes,  but  you  must  pay 
for  it ; you  must  take  a copy  of  the  whole,  unless  the  copy  would  come  to  ten  or 
twelve  guineas ; then  you  might  take  an  unofficial  copy  for  five  guineas,  but  vou 
cannot  make  use  of  it.  J 

■jig.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  But  upon  inquiries  not  connected  with  law,  but  with 
literature,  is  the  rule  so  strict? — I believe  they  are  very  indulgent  to  lite- 
rary men. 

720.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  Is  there  any  reason  why  they  should  be?— No  • it 
deprives  them  of  their  fees,  and  they  have  no  salary  at  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

721.  What  is  paid  by  the  solicitor  they  know  is  paid  by  the  client,  whereas  with 
literary  men  there  is  no  client  ?— Certainly. 

722.  The  Chairman .]  Have  you  found  in  your  practice  that  clients  have  no 
objection  to  pay  any  amount  of  money  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  I have  had  my  bills 
questioned  where  the  sum  paid  for  office  fees  has  been  large,  and  I have  been 
injured  by  it ; no  doubt  gentlemen  are  unwilling  to  employ  persons  to  make 
searches  where  the  fees  are  so  heavy. 

723.  Is  it  not  m point  of  fact  a very  heavy  tax  upon  the  administration  of 
justice  ? — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  so. 

724.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers .]  Are  you  aware  of  a case  in  which  140  guineas  were 
asked  for  an  extract  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  ?- There  are  two  or  three  documents 
which  would  cost  that  sum  in  copying,  120  or  140  guineas,  and  if  you  wanted  it 
tor  evidence,  you  could  not  do  without  it. 

• ?2^',  ^°U  aware  ^e  particular  case  which  raised  the  question  as  to  the 

right  they  had  to  charge  ?— No,  I am  not. 

726.  Mr.  Jem's.]  You  say  for  evidence  it  is  necessary;  it  may  be  necessary  for 

evidence  to  have  the  whole,  to  judge  of  the  context?— Yes. 

727.  That  may  be  avoided,  by  the  parties  admitting  upon  summons  that  such 
and  such  was  a true  copy,  and  in  that  way  the  extract  that  was  alone  material 
might  be  produced  before  the  jury  of  six  lines  l— Yes,  if  the  parties  agreed  to  it. 

728.  But  if  the  parties  agree  to  that,  will  the  officer  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  keep 
you  to  it,  without  taking  a copy  of  the  whole? — Supposing  the  copy  would  cost 

j or^9‘->  they  would  not  if  it  would  cost  10/.,  then  they  would  grant  you  an 


729.  What  IS  the  limit  they  put  upon  it?— Between  1 01.  or  12 1. ; they  look  a 
he  length  of  the  grant ; it  may  be  as  long  as  half  this  table,  written  very  closely  : 
they  say  it  will  be  at  least  10/.  or  12 1.  the  copy,  and  you  may  have  an  extract: 
if  it  is  under  this  amount,  upon  a rough  calculation,  they  say,  you  cannot  have  a 
copy  of  a part.  J J 

730-  So  that  if  it  comes  within  10s.  you  must  have  the  whole  : but  if  it  is  1 , 
over,  you  may  have  an  extract  P-Yes,  but  they  will  not  let  you  compare  it.  ' 

731.  Sir  Robert  Inghs.]  And  that  would  not  be  legal  evidence  ?— No. 

732.  Mr.  Jervis .]  They  will  not  let  you  examine  it  ? — No. 

733.  The  Chairman .]  The  greater  part  of  the  grant  very  often  refers  to  pro- 

perty  distinct  from  that  in  which  you  are  interested  P— Yes,  perhaps  in  all  the 
counties  in  England.  1 1 

734-  But  all  that  relates  to  it  you  are  obliged  to  have  extracted  ?— Yes,  if  it 
comes  within  the  rule  I have  mentioned. 

735-  Sir  Robert  Inghs .]  Does  the  necessity  which  you  allege  to  exist,  of  having 
a transcript  of  the  entirety  of  the  document,  arise  from  any  rule  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  in  any  of  the  courts,  or  does  it  arise  from  a mere  arbitrary  regulation  of 
rales  oTthe  office8  reSpe0t"e  reCord  offices  ^mselves?— I should  say  from  the 

736.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  sitting  judicially,  would  an  extract  be  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  evidence,  or  would  they  require  the  entire  document,  or  a certified 
House  of  Lords  and 

„riIi7'lThe  ®*f*7a*3  sVt'ith  respect  to  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons,  the 
STnlT.  IS  aI-W'.ayS1  to  them?-Yes,  Parliament  is  the  only  tribunal 

that  insists  imon  original  documents  being  brought  before  it. 

arises  not  fbe’it  The  expense  of  removing  them,  whatever  it  maybe, 

the  renniir°m  i “f  Tl‘  °f  keeper  °f  the  records’  but  from  ‘he  decision  and 
the  ra?nrd  ffl  °f  , he  suPerIor.  tribunal ? Yes,  but  it  falls  upon  the  parties; 
Parliament  °^Cer  cia,£es  a guinea  for  each  record  taken  to  either  House  of 


Mr.  H.  W.  Hewlett. 
2 March  1836. 
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Mr.  H.W.  Hewlett.  739.  With  respect  to  the  courts  of  law,  does  your  answer  apply  there  that  they 

would  require  the  production  of  a certified  copy  of  the  entire  document? — I do 

2 March  1836.  no(-  ^jn^.  jj-  does . jn  many  instances,  if  the  parties  agree  to  admit  an  extract,  the 
court  would  not  object  to  it;  I never  remember  an  instance  occurring  ; at  the 
same  time,  I must  say  I think  it  desirable  in  most  cases  that  there  should  be  a full 
copy  of  the  document  before  the  court,  that  they  may  judge  from  the  context 
what  is  the  real  bearing  of  it. 

740.  Where  parties  agree  to  an  extract  the  case  is  different ; but  where  there  is 
any  difference  between  the  parties,  you  think  the  court  ought  to  have  a full  copy 
of  the  document  ? — Yes. 

741.  The  Chairman .]  When  the  records  are  brought  to  either  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  do  not  those  who  bring  them  charge  a fee? — The  officer  charges  a 
fee  for  producing  each  document. 

742.  If  he  has  to  bring  one  document,  he  charges  a guinea,  and  if  he  has  to 
bring  ten  he  charges  ten  guineas? — Yes,  and,  independently  of  that,  you  are 
obliged  to  pay  the  expense  of  an  office  copy  of-  each  of  the  records  produced, 
although  they  will  never  be  used  or  called  for  ; the  rule  is  supposed  to  arise  in  this 
way  : suppose  that  shortly  before  a hearing  at  the  House  of  Lords  I find  that  ten 
documents  will  be  required,  I go  to  the  office,  and  instruct  the  officer  to  produce 
them  next  day.  He  informs  me  that  I ought  to  have  given  more  notice,  in  order 
that  the  rules  of  office  might  be  complied  with,  of  making  copies  of  such  docu- 
ments  as  are  required  for  evidence;  but  that  the  original  documents  will  be  pro- 
duced if  I will  undertake  to  pay  a guinea  for  each  document,  and  the  expense  of 
an  office  copy  of  each  afterwards. 

743.  You  have  to  pay  in  those  cases  a fee  for  an  office  copy  that  is  not  wanted, 
and  a fee  upon  every  record  that  is  brought  down? — Yes. 

744.  By  whom  are  those  fees  paid  ? — By  the  suitor,  or  the  attorney  employed. 

745.  If  it  should  happen  that  a record  is  not  used  from  the  House  not  meeting, 
or  any  accident  of  that  kind,  the  day  it  is  brought  down,  would  the  same  fee  have 
to  be  paid  upon  its  being  brought  again? — Yes,  for  every  day’s  attendance. 

746.  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  that? — Yes,  I had  been  engaged  just  before 
the  Reform  Bill  passed,  which  put  an  end  to  the  chief  occasion  of  our  inter- 
fering in  those  matters.  I was  engaged  upon  the  Denbigh  petition  and  also  the 
Marlborough,  where  I paid  the  officers  at  that  rate. 

747.  Had  you  ever  occasion  to  have  the  same  documents  brought  down  twice? 

• — Yes,  day  after  day. 

748.  And  day  after  day  you  had  to  pay  the  fee? — Yes;  I do  not  recollect 
paying  for  office  copies  afterwards,  because  I had  them  before. 

749.  But  you  had  to  pay  for  the  bringing  them  down? — Yes. 

750.  Sir  Robert  Inglis. ] Do  the  Committee  understand,  if  you  want  a few 
lines  of  a particular  instrument  transcribed,  and  apply  to  copy  it  yourself,  you 
must  order  an  entire  copy  of  the  record? — Yes,  if  it  was  under  12/. 

751.  Not  if  it  was  140  guineas,  as  has  been  stated  ? — No,  you  pay  five  guineas 
for  an  extract  in  that  case.  I often  look  at  a grant,  where  it  would  be  of  great 
importance  tp  me  to  take  an  extract,  if  I did  not  want  it  for  evidence,  but  for 
my  information  merely,  I should  have  to  pay  five  guineas,  which  presses  very  hard. 
In  the  case  of  inquisitions  post  mortem  at  the  Roils  Chapel,  you  are  not  allowed 
to  have  an  extract  at  all,  but  must  have  a copy  of  the  whole,  however  long  it  may 
be;  and  in  numerous  instances  the.  copy  of  an  inquisition  would  cost  from  10/.  to. 
15/.,  in  some  others  much  more. 

752.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers .]  Do  you  know  when  the  rule  was  established  at  the 
office,  that  you  should  have  an  entire  copy,  when  you  wanted  only  part?— It  claims 
great  antiquity,  the  officers  say. 

753-  You  are  not  aware  of  any  question  having  been  raised  lately  as  to  their 
right  to  make  the  charge  ?— No ; there  are  orders  made  by  the  Chancellor  as  to 
the  amount  of  those  fees.  Mr.  Illingworth,  a gentleman  who  is  the  most  ac- 
quainted with  record  offices,  their  defects  and  abuses,  and  of  whose  experience 
I regret  the  commission  has  not  availed  itself,  has  looked  into  and  written  upon 
the  subject,  and  can  speak  more  accurately  than  I can  about  it. 

754.  The  Chairman .]  Property  is  often  conveyed  to  a great  number  of  trustees? 
— Yes,  by  an  individual. 

755-  Suppose  you  knew  that  a-  particular  property  had  been  granted  to  five 
trustees  between  1560  and  1570?— I should  be  placed  in  great  difficulty. 

I should  be  almost  sure  to  be  put  to  considerable  expense  in  searching  for  the 

deed. 
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deed.  Suppose  a property  conveyed  from  A.  to  B.,  the  index  would  be  under  the 
letter  B.  Suppose  it  was  conveyed  to  B.,  C.  and  D.  and  several  others,  if  I did 
not  find  it  under  B.,  I should  search  under  C.  They  only  enter  references  to 
deeds  under  one  name  of  the  grantees,  and  I might  have  to  search  under  the 
whole  of  the  names  for  ten  years.  In  that  case  the  rules  of  the  office  would  treat 
the  search  under  each  name  as  a distinct  search. 

756.  So  that  you  would  have  to  pay  for  fifty  searches  ?— Yes,  if  there  were  five 
trustees ; the  case  has  often  happened  to  me.  I tell  the  office  that  it  is  the  same 
deed,  die  same  parties  names,  and  the  same  property  that  I am  searching  for  and' 
not  different  deeds;  but  the  gentlemen  there,  who  seem  to  lament  the  rule’  are 
obliged  to  enforce  it,  and  I pay  accordingly. 

757..  Have  you  ever  had  occasiou  to“ consult  the  documents  in  the  Petty  Bay 
Office  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  ? — Yes.  b 

758.  Is  there  an  important  collection  there  of  documents  relating  to  proceed- 
ings that  have  taken  place  at  various  times  under  Acts  passed  in  the  43d  of  Eli 
zabeth,  to  inquire  into  the  funds  granted  for  charitable  purposes  ?— Yes  there  is 

a very  useful  collection  of  decrees  under  that  Act. 

759-  Do  those  returns  show  for  what  objects  various  charity  lands  in  different 
parts  of  the  Kingdom  were  granted,  and  how  they  have  been  administered.?- 
They  gtve  the  fullest  information  upon  that  subject ; when  the  lands  were  granted 
what  they  consisted  of,  for  what  purpose  they  were  granted,  and  how  administered 
up  to  the  time  the  inquiry  took  place.' 

76°.  An  this  collection  are  there  returns  relating  to  all  the  charities’— Not 
to  all,  but  to  a great  many  charities,  in  different  places  in  different  counties’ 

701.  It  does  not  contain  all  counties? — No. 

762.  That  return  is  so  important,  that  if  you  had  to  make  inquiries  as  to  a par- 
ticular charity,  you  would  wish  to  consult  those  returns  upon  the  chance  of  knowing 
whether  it  was  there  or  not?— -Yes  ; I was  employed  within  this  month  to  inquire 
into  some  charity  lands  at  Paddington  ; I wished  to  consult  the  references  to  those 
records,  but  the  fee  was  five  guineas,  and  I was  rather  limited  as  to  expense  • 

1 left  it  to  the  parties  whether  they  wished  me  to  pay  this  fee  of  five  guineas  • 
they  declined  it.  It  is  impossible  to  say  whether  these  records  might  not  have’ 
given  me  more  information  than  any  other  documents  I could  refer  to. 

763.  There  is  an  index  locorum  to  that? — Y’es. 

764.  A very  good  one  ?— Yes. 

765.  What  prevents  you  searching  it  ?-The  expense  of  five  guineas.  I might 
find  something  valuable,  or  I might  find  nothing ; and  I therefore  seldom  infur 
the  expense  without  the  sanction  of  the  parties  interested. 

766.  These  high  fees  upon  searches,  which  may  or  may  not  be  useful,  impose 

a very  heavy  responsibility  upon  you  ?_  Yes,  they  do ; I often  do  not  know  wha! 
to  do ■ , if  I make  the  search,  I incur  that  expense,  and  perhaps  find  nothing : and 
if  I do  not  make  the  search,  I probably  pass  over  some  information  that  might  be 
extremely  important.  ' ‘mgnt  oe 

.,  7®7’  ,Is  11  your,  °Plm™  that  the  commission  might  have  done  great  service  if 
they  had  regulated  those  fees,  and  proposed  reforms  in  those  office!?— Looking  at 
the  objects  that  I am  daily  pursuing,  I cannot  conceive  that  they  could  have 
employed  themselves  more  beneficially  for  the  public,  so  far  as  I represent  them 
than  in  making  complete  calendars,  and  lessening  the  expense  of  searches.  ’ 

1 768.  Since  the  present  Record  Commission  has  been  in  existence,  have  any  of 
those  defects  been  remedied  ?— With  the  exception  of  the  Augmentation  Office 
the  record  offices  remain  as  they  were  ever  since  I knew  them.  ’ 

■ 7d?'  rflaVe^hoy  m„ade  ally  calendars  m ‘he  Tower  of  the  rolls  ?— None  excent 
mg  the  Close  Rolls  of  the  reign  of  King  John  ; and  they  are  going  on  whh  sffiX 
calendars,  I believe,^  to  the  Close  Rolls  of  succeeding  reigns. 

770.  Who  is  making  that  ? — Mr.  Hardy,  who  is  eminently  qualified  for  it. 

mentation : OffT  ^ Iesse“d  tr,TIf  yes  are  Just  as  theff  were,  except  at  the  Aug- 
mentationOffice ; since  Mr.  Caley’s  death  there  has  been  a very  great  change 
there  for  the  better,  as  regards  the  fees,  and  I should  say  as  regards  the  pre- 
servation and  arrangement  of  the  records.  , regards  toe  pre- 

— I do  not  y°“  know  UP°“  wllat  authority  those  fees  were  lessened  in  that  office  ? 

. 773‘  y°U  dp  “ot  know  whether  they  were  lessened  by  the  keeper  r— There  has 

been  no  keeper  appointed  since  Mr.  Caley’s  death. 

°'33'  774-  So 


Mr.  H.  IK  IlmlM. 
a March  183G. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


52 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr.  H.W.  Hewlett.  11  A-  So  that  the  arrangement  there  for  lessening  the  fees  is  one  upon  which  the 

public  can  hardly  rely  for  its  continuance? — No,  unless  the  office  is  put  upon  a 

2 March  1836.  permanent  footing. 

775-  In  all  these  particulars,  except  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  you  have 
remarked  no  improvement  since  the  present  commission  came  into  operation  ? — 
None  that  I am  aware  of. 

776.  Do  you  recollect  the  condition  of  the  Augmentation  Office  in  Mr.  Caley’s 
time  ? — I had  occasion  sometimes  to  see  it,  but  it  was  only  occasionally  we  were 
admitted  there. 

777.  Was  the  office  in  a clean  and  creditable  state? — I should  say  very  far 
from  it. 

778.  Was  it  particularly  dirty? — Dirty  and  dark,  and  any  thing  but  what  it 
should  be  for  a place  of  resort  for  the  purposes  of  searching. 

779.  Do  you  think  the  documents  were  likely  to  remain  in  a perfect  state  of 
preservation  there  ? — I should  think  not ; the  mode  of  their  being  treated  would 
prevent  that : if  you  wanted  a record,  you  were  obliged  to  apply  to  Mr.  Caley, 
at  his  private  house. 

780.  Where  was  that? — In  Spa-fields;  Exmouth-street,  it  is  now  called. 
You  told  him  the  object  of  the  inquiry ; he  would  send  down  to  Westminster 
and,  Mr.  Gay,  his  man,  would  bring  back  the  records  you  wanted.  • 

781.  Was  Gay  at  that  time  his  servant? — He  acted  at  one  time  as  his  servant. 

782.  Was  he  his  footman? — He  was  a domestic  servant,  I believe. 

783.  If  a1  record  was  wanted,  you  had  to  go  to  Mr.  Caley  at  the  other  end  of 
the  city,  and  he  sent  his  servant  down  to  the  Augmentation  Office  to  look  for 
these  records? — Yes,  but  it  is  right  to  state  that  Mr.  Gay  was  competent  to  find 
the  records  you  wanted  by  their  general  title  and  description. 

784.  Did  you  generally  get  all  the  records  you  applied  for? — After  an  interval 
of  two  or  three  days ; for  after  he  had  brought  down  one  bag  full,  I might 
look  at  them,  and  find  I wanted  more,  and  then  I came  another  day.  A great 
deal  of  time  was  consumed  by  that  system. 

785.  And  you  think  that  this  mode  of  dealing  with  the  records  tended  to  injure 
them? — Yes,  no  doubt,  for  they  were  thrust  into  bags,  and  kept  in  Mr.  Caley’s 
room  in  Spa-fields  in  a very  careless  manner,  as  well  as  in  a state  likely  to  injure 
them ; thrown  under  presses,  and  the  ends  of  them  trampled  upon  ; I have  seen 
the  effect  of  that  by  many  of  them  being  in  shreds  and  torn. 

786.  And  the  dirt  they  were  constantly  subject  to  in  the  office  would  render 
them  illegible? — Yes,  the  outsides  of  them  were  quite  so,  where  they  were  ex- 
posed to  dirt  and  friction. 

787.  Had  Mr.  Caley  any  calendars? — Yes,  private  calendars. 

788.  Do  you  know  when  they  were  compiled? — No,  Mr.  Caley  never  would 
allow  any  access  to  his  calendars  or  to  any  records,  except  those  sent  for  to  his 
private  house  for  the  purpose  of  inspection. 

789.  The  calendars  were  kept  at  his  private  house  ? — Yes. 

790.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers .]  Do  you  know  that  it  is  the  practice  in  those  offices 
where  records  are  kept,  to  keep  indexes  of  modern  records  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  in  future  ? — I think  that  is  partially  the  case,  but  not  to  any  great  extent. 

791.  So  that  in  future  if  things  were  to  go  on  as  they  do  now,  there  would  be 
the  same  difficulties  as  now  ? — Yes. 

792.  The  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  recollection  of  Mr.  Caley’s  arrangement 
of  the  documents  at  the  Augmentation  Office  and  Chapter-house  ? — I have  seen 
them  occasionally ; they  were  not  arranged  chronologically,  but  were  in  disorder, 
yet,  with  the  help  of  Gay,  you  generally  got  the  documents  you  wanted. 

793.  Were  the  documents  arranged  topographically?  — A general  topo- 
graphical arrangement  I should  say  there  was  of  -some  of  the  records,  but  not  of 
all ; for  instance,  the  ministers’  accounts  for  Yorkshire  were  put  together. 

794-  Was  it  either  a good  chronological  or  topographical  arrangement?  — 
Neither. 

795-  The  documents  so  arranged  were  bound  up? — They  were  tied  up  in 
bundles. 

796.  Some  were  bound? — Yes,  the  conventual  leases  and  the  Cartrn  Antique 
were  bound  up  in  books. 

797*  Were  the  seals  of  those  documents  bound  up  in  the  volumes,  or  cut  off? — 
They  were  not  annexed  to  the  documents  bound  up  in  the  volumes.  I cannot  say 
whether  they  were  cut  off. 

798.  There 
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798.  There  were  no  seals  to  them? — No. 

7P9-  So  that,  in  fact,  the  only  clue  you  had  to  documents  arranged  in  so  im- 
perfect a manner  arose  from  the  calendars  in  Mr.  Caley’s  possession  ? Yes  or 

from  private  references,  which  I might  procure  elsewhere. 

800.  The  arrangement  was  not  a sufficient  guide?— You  saw  nothing  of  the 
records  themselves,  therefore  the  arrangement  was  no  guide  at  all  to  the  public. 

801.  Do  you  happen  to  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Cole’s  arrangement? — I have 
known  Mr.  Cole  for  about  two  years  past,  while  he  has  been  employed  at  the 
Augmentation  Office,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  arrangement  he  was  making 
there  was  a very  beneficial  one. 

802.  Was  there  any  difference  between  Mr.  Caley’s  arrangement  and  Mr. 
Cole’s?  — Yes,  the  ministers’  accounts  were  classed  chronologically  and  topo- 
graphically, and  then  they  were  in  a much  better  condition  ; they  were  bound  up 
and  labelled,  and  being  put  in  different  presses,  were  easily  referred  to ; there 
was  an  improved  state  of  the  office  altogether ; the  court  rolls  of  the  different 
manors,  of  which  there  is  a great  collection,  were  placed  together  in  portfolios 
and  spread  out,  so  that  they,  might  be  referred  to  in  five  minutes  alphabetically. 
I believe  the  chronological  arrangement  has  not  gone  very  far ; there  is  a great 
number  of  them,  and  it  would  require  a 'considerable  time  to  do  it ; the  great 
advantage  now  is,  you  can  tell  whether  there  is  a ministers’  account  of  the  year 
you  want,  as  there  is  a printed  index  of  the  ministers’  accounts  for  the  different 
monasteries,  and  if  it  is  in  existence,  you  can  get  at  it  now.  We  bad  no  means 
before  of  knowing  whether  an  account  existed  for  a particular  year,  but  now 
we  have. 

803.  Are  not  the  documents  relating  to  any  particular  property,  for  any  par- 

ticular period  of  time,  brought  together  much  more  nearly  than  they  were  before? 
—Yes;  for  instance,  the  documents  relating  to  any  particular  monastery,  before 
the  dissolution,  of  which  there  are  many,  are  brought  together,  and  are  exceed- 
ingly useful.  In  Mr.  Caley’s  time,  these,  with  court  rolls  and  other  documents, 
were  kept  together  without  any  arrangement,  and  could  be  referred  to  only  by  a 
numerical  index.  J 

804.  The  mere  circumstance  of  their  being  brought  together  very  much  facili- 
tates the  search? — Yes;  before,  they  were  among  a mass  of  records,  called 
Miscellanea. 

805.  And  the  only  clue  to  them  was  the  index  in  Mr.  Caley’s  possession? 

Yes,  the  only  knowledge  of  them  was  to  be  derived  through  him. 

806.  Was  his  calendar  a perfect  one?— He  gave  us  no  information  at  all  about 
it ; I know  it  was  usual  to  wait  two  or  three  days  before  you  got  any  document, 
though  it  was  a minister's  account. 

807.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  longest  period  of  time  that  a search  for  any 
particular  property  ever  took  in  Mr.  Caley’s  time  ?— It  varied  very  much  ; I have 
known  that  a search  has  been  prolonged  through  a fortnight,  as  I had  first  to  call 
upon  Mr.  Caley,  and  ask  him  to  produce  me  the  ministers’  account  of  such  a 
religious  house ; in  a few  days  he  would  produce  two  or  three.  If  I found  they 
would  not  answer  my  purpose,  he  would  be  obliged  to  send  for  more  from  West- 
minster, and  then  there  was  the  same  delay  again,  and  probably  those  produced 
last  would  lead  to  another  search  for  conventual  leases  ; and  in  this  way  the  search 
would  extend  to  10  days  or  a fortnight ; all,  no  doubt,  arising  from  Mr.  Caley 
not  being  upon  the  spot,  and  from  my  not  being  aware  of  what  there  was  in  the 
office. 

808.  During  tlm  time  that  Mr.  Cole  has  been  in  the  office,  what  time  would 
such  a search  take  r — You  would  go  at  once  to  the  records,  and  say  what  you 
wanted,  and  it  would  be  produced  in  a few  minutes.  After  the  fire,  for  about  six 
months,  there  was  great  confusion  and,  of  course,  delay  ; but  now  there  is  perfect 
facility  in  getting  through  a search  in  two  days. 

809.  The  arrangement  helped  you  to  what  you  wanted  to  find  ?— Yes ; the 
tourt  Rolls  being  brought  together  alphabetically,  is  a great  advantage. 

810.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  From  six  months  after  October  to  what  date  does  this 
W ■ I should  think  down  to  the  present  time  ; I am  not  quite  aware  how  long 
^rne  the  arrangement  took.  I recollect  seeing  great  interest  and  anxiety  evinced  by 
Mr.  Cole,  Gay  and  others  in  the  preservation  ofthe  records  the  next  day  after  the 

ie;  they  were  very  soon  put  into  much  better  order  than  I could  have  supposed 
rom  the  great  confusion  arising  from  their  being  thrown  out  of  the  window, 
and  dispersed  in  all  directions. 

°-33«  G3  811.  The 


Mr.  II,  IV.  Hewlett, 
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Mr.  H.  W . Hewlett.  8 1 1 . The  Chairman.]  You  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Cole  introduced 

a material  improvement  in  the  arrangement  of  the  documents  in  the  Augmen- 

2 March  1836.  tation  Officer — Decidedly  so  ; both  as  regards  preserving  the  records,  and  facili- 
tating the  searches,  and  also  in  another  not  immaterial  point,  that  is,  lessening 
the  expense.  1 used  to  pay  Mr.  Caley  three  or  four  guineas,  while  one  guinea* 
' or  less,  has  sufficed  under  Mr.  Cole’s  management  of  the  office. 

812.  This  improvement  in  the  arrangement  must  have  required,  I should  sup. 
pose,  the  superintendence  of  an  educated  man,  a man  of  methodical  and  rather 
logical  mind? — No  doubt  of  it. 

813.  You  say  you  know  Mr.  Gay? — Yes. 

814.  -What  is  your  opinion  of  him? — I think  him  an  exceedingly  useful  man 
and  I should  be  very  sorry  to  see  him  removed  from  the  office,  knowing,  as  he 
does,  each  description  of  the  records  deposited  there,  from  his  long  acquaintance 
with  the  office. 

815.  Do  you  think  he  would  be  a valuable  person  to  work  in  arranging  the 
records,  under  a person  capable  of  superintending  the  general  arrangement?-— 
That  would  be  his  post,  and  which  he  is  qualified  to  discharge. 

816.  And  well  qualified  ? — Yes. 

817.  Do  you  think  he  is  a person,  from' his  education  and  experience,  calcu- 
lated to  superintend  the  methodical  arrangement  of  the  records  ? — No,  it  is  quite 
out  of  the  question. 

8t  8.  Do  you  suppose  he  knows  Latin  ? — No,  I am  almost  certain  he  does  not. 

819.  All  the  knowledge  he  can  have  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  records 
is  merely  the  knowledge  he  has  picked  up  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  the  words 
that  most  frequently  occur  ? — That  is  all ; he  is  a most  deserving  man,  and  I should 
be  sorry  to  say  a word  in  disparagement  of  him. 

820.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Has  he  ever  made  official  copies  for  you  ? — Yes,  occa- 
sionally, of  short  documents  in  English  ; when  I have  wanted  any  thing  in  Latin, 
he  has  told  me  he  could  not  do  it,  and  that  he  must  get  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Caley’s  late 
assistant,  to  do  it ; nor  would  he  examine  any  Latin  document  with  me,  but  referred 
me  to  Mr.  Cox  or  Mr.  Caley. 

821.  The  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  think  the  work  of  arranging  a great  mass  of 
records  in  a convenient  topographical  and  chronological  arrangement,  is  a work  in 
which  an  educated  and  a rather  reasoning  mind  is  required  ? — I think  so  and 
particularly  a man  who  can  read  records  ; now  Mr.  Gay  does  not  profess  to  read 
records;  it  requires  a man  to  arrange  them,  who  has  some  knowledge  of  their 
contents. 

822.  Then,  on  the  whole,  admitting  Mr.  Gay’s  perfect  competence  for  the  work 
proffered  to  him,  you  do  not  think  him  a man  capable  to  superintend  the  general 
arrangement  of  the  records  ? — I am  confident  he  is  not  able,  and  I do  not  think  he 
would  undertake  it. 

823.  Do  you  happen  to  know  any  thing  of  the  accounts  of  the  land  revenue, 
and  what  state  they  were  in  in  1800  ? — They  were  in  a tolerable  state  of  arrangement, 
and  were  to  be  referred  to,  although  not  yery  minutely  classified.  They  were  in  the 
long  gallery  in  Westminster  Hall  before  that  building  was  pulled  down,  and  then 
they  were  removed  to  the  shed  in  Westminster  Hall,  where  they  were  kept  for 
some  time,  mixed  with  other  records,  and  the  arrangement  entirely  gone. 

824.  How  are  they  now  ?— They  are  just  in  the  same  state,  mixed  up  with  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Records,  and  totally  inaccessible ; although  there  is  a 
general  calendar  to  them,  there  is  no  possibility  of  getting  at  them. 

825.  In  fact  you  know  this,  that  at  the  period  when  the  commission  for  the 
preservation  and  arrangements  of  those  records  was  first  established,  those  records 
were  in  a very  good  condition,  and  were  arranged,  and  that  now  they  are  in  an 
exceedingly  bad  condition,  and  exceedingly  ill  arranged  ?— Those  records  are 
perfectly  inaccessible ; but  there  are  other  records  of  this  office  in  very  good  com 
dition,  kept  by  the  officer,  in  his  own  place  of  business. 

William  Illingworth,  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

W. Illingworth, Esq.  826.  YOU  have  had  a long  experience  connected  with  the  Public  Records?-^ 

— Very  long  indeed. 

827.  As  a solicitor  ? — I have  been  a solicitor  50  years  ; but  I have  been  in  the 
record  line  between  35  and  40  years. 

828.  In  the  same  way  as  Mr.  Hewlett  has  stated,  you  were  consulted  by  other 
solicitors  whenever  it  was  desirable  to  make  a search  for  ancient  records  ?— Yes. 

829.  Under 
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20*«wUlrfer  the  °ld  b°ard  y°U  WCle  a soh-oommissioDer?— Yes,  for  nearly  WJUing^H i,E.q. 

830.  What  were  your  duties  as  a sub-commissioner  under  the  old  board?— In  » March  1836. 
the  first  place,  my  appointment  was  for  transcribing  and  collating  the  Statutes  of 
the  Realm,  the  great,  edition,  which  I did,  I believe,  from  Magna  Charta  nearly  to 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  assisting  in  correcting  the  press;  also 
in  transcribing  and  printing  the  Quo  Warranto  Rolls,  and  the  Hundred  Rolls. 

.1  was  sent  from  office  to  office  by  Lord  Colchester;  he  used  to  term  me  his  dis- 
posable force.  I was  not  confined  to  any  particular  office.  I made  a general 
arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Chapter  House  ; I was  there  nearly  seven  years. 

I also  went  with  Mr.  Tomlins  to  all  the  cathedrals  in  England  and  to  Ireland  to 
search  for  original  statutes,  many  of  which  are  .not  on  the  Statute  Roll  at  the  Tower, 
and  also  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  records  in  Ireland.  1 also  made  a digested  Index 
in  Latin  of  the  Abbreviatio  Placitorum.  Mr.  Rose  was  then  keeper  there.  I was 
also  nearly  15  years  deputy  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  which  I resigned 
upon  Mr.  Petrie  being  made,  keeper,  as  he  would  not  continue  me  as  deputy. 

I might  be  his  clerk ; but  I did  not  choose,  as  a professional  man,  to  remain  under 
him  under  that  denomination. 

831.  Sir  Robert  highs.]  The  Mr.  Tomlins  you  have  referred  to,  John  Alexander 
Luders,  Mr.  Caley,  Mr.  John  France  and  Mr.  Thomas  Brian  Richards,  were  the 
persons  you  were  joined  with  ?- Yes,  and  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Taunton.  Mr  Ca- 
ley never  did  any  thing  there  but  sign  his  name  to  the  transcripts  which  Mr.  Brian  - 
Richards  and  I made ; he  received  the  same  salary  as  we  did,  but  did  no  more 
than  sign  his  name  four  times  a year. 

832.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Caley  jointly  edit  the  Testa  de  Neville  ?— It  was  tran- 

scribed by  a man  of  the  name  of  Simpson,  who  was  a writer  in  the  Exchequer 
The  Testa  de  Neville,  or  rather  the  Liber  Theodorum,  it  is  not  the  Testa  de 
Neville,  as  I stated  to  Lord  Colchester ; but  it  being  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Foote, 
of  the  Exchequer  Office,  he  was  paid  for  it.  I examined  the  transcript  with  the 
boots,  not  with  any  rolls,  which  I understand  have  been  since  found.  Mr.  Caley 
corrected  the  press.  J 

833.  1 he  Chairman .]  Have  you  been  employed  as  a sub-commissioner  under  the 
present  board  r— No  ; I was  to  have  been  employed  ; I gave  the  secretary  under  this 
boaid  all  the  information  I.  possibly  could  ; and  I was  verbally  engaged,  I may  say. 

834.  Y ou  were  verbally  engaged  r— Yes,  at  a salary  of  400 1.  a year. 

83'5-  F°r  what  purpose  ?— As  they  said,  not  for  my  hands,  but  for  my  head  as 
1 had  been  concerned  so  long  in  it,  and  to  assist  in  attending  the  different  offices, 
that  the  business  of  arrangement  was  going  on  properly  from  time  to  time  as 
Mr.  Caley  did  during  a part  of  his  time. 

836.  In  fact  the  duties  proposed  to  you  were  pretty  much  of  the  kind  specified 
m the  commission  as  the  duties  of  sub-commissioner  P— Yes ; I was  to  be  en- 
gaged from  Christmas  1832;  1 gave  Mr.  Cooper  all  the  information  I possibly 
from  U^°n  116  SU^ect  ^ie  rec01’ds3  and  he  had  a great  many  manuscripts 

837.  Did  you  ask  the  secretary  for  a written  agreement  ? — I asked  him  when 
1 was  to  have  the  appointment.  It  was  proposed  to  be  400/.  a year,  and  I ob- 
jected to  it,  because  I thought  a daily  attendance,  or  a very  considerable  attend- 
ance would  destroy  my  practice  as  a record  agent ; for  I had  not  practised 
quasi  solicitor  since  1800,  because  my  attendance  at  the  Tower  deprived  me  of  my 
practice.  I stated  400/.  a year  was  not  adequate;  he  wished  me  to  consent 
t°  it,  which  I did.  He  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  William  Brougham,  and  Mr.  Ker 
and  the  Chancellor.  I met  Mr.  Ker,  and  told  him  the  same,  and  Mr.  Ker  told 
me  they  would  make  it  up  to  500/.  a year. 

838.  But  the  arrangement  was  never  carried  into  effect?— No,  which  I thought 

exceedingly  strange.  0 

839.  You  have  not  since  been  in  the  employment  of  the  board  ?— No,  nor  been 
paid  for  any  thing  that  I did. 

840.  Did  you  supply  Mr.  Cooper  with  any  information  or  any  materials  for 
any  works  since  published  by  the  commission  r— He  employed  me  to  examine 

i-  .Bailey  s bills  at  the  Tower,  and  to  advise  him  upon  numerous  points,  and 
so  1 was  employed  to  make  observations  upon  the  general  state  of  the  re- 
cords ; but  that  was  rather  previous  to  this  arrangement. 

P u 1’r)^  b°jk  ,!ias  keen  published  by  the  commissioners,  called  “ Cooper  on. 
u ic  Records  ; were  any  paits  of  the  materials  of  that  work  contributed  by  you  ? 

1 should  say  several  parts  in  both  volumes. 

°'33-  g 4 842.  Is 
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842.  Is  it  acknowledged  in  the  work  that  you  were  the  author  of  that  portion  of 
the  work? — No;  I should  state  that  those  were  reports  that  I had  made  to  the 
former  commission  from  time  to  time,  and  therefore  those  original  reports  would 
lie  with  the  secretary ; but  I had  collected  them  into  two  volumes,  and  had  them 
transcribed  by  my  amanuensis,  at  an  expense  of  10/.;  they  were  handsomely 
bound,  and  I lent  them  to  Mr.  Cooper,  saying,  he  might  make  use  of  them  as  he 
thought  fit;  and  I thought  he  would  do  me  the  justice  to  say  he  had  them 
from  me. 

- 843.  The  use  he  has  made  of  them  is  to  put  them  into  a work  printed  with  his 

name? — Yes. 

844.  Has  he  let  you  have  the  originals  back  ? — I asked  him  for  them,  and  he 
refused,  and  said  I gave  them  to  him;  they  are  of  no  particular  value,  but  I 
should  have  liked  to  have  had  them  back  again. 

845.  Did  you  supply  Mr.  Cooper  with  a proposal  for  building  a record  office, 

judges’ chambers,  &c.  upon  the  Rolls  estate? — Yes,  that  was  entirely  my  plan’ 
with  all  the  calculations.  ’ 

846.  Did  you  hit  upon  the  plan  for  paying  for  the  building  out  of  the  Suitors’ 
Fund  ? — Yes. 

847.  That  plan  was  afterwards  published  by  Mr.  Cooper,  was  not  it  ?—  Yes,  in 
an  address  to  Lord  Dover  it  was. 

848.  Was  it  published  as  his  own  work? — It  was  amplified;  after  having 
drawn  it  up,  I attended  Mr.  Cooper,  and  we  arranged  it ; he  gave  better  language 
than  I had  made  use  of,  being  a better  scholar,  and  then  showed  it  to  Lord 
Brougham,  and  he  approved  of  it  very  much,  and  said  it  was  to  be  made  a cabinet 
measure. 

849.  It  was  not  made  a cabinet  measure  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

850.  In  the  publication  by  the  commission,  was  any  part  of . this  work  that  you 
say  was  almost  entirely  yours  attributed  to  you  ? — No,  there  is  no  mention  of  my 
name  to  my  knowledge.  The  publication  of  the  letter  to  Lord  Dover  was  lent  to 
me,  and  I read  it  over,  and  returned  it,  and  my  name  was  not  mentioned ; but  Mr. 
Cooper  said  if  such  a measure  was  carried  into  effect,  I should  have  an  establish- 
ment in  it  under  him. 

851.  Nobody,  in  fact,  from  reading  the  work  would  suppose  it  was  the  work 
of  any  body  but  Mr.  Cooper? — Certainly  not ; and  the  removal  of  the  King’s 
Bench  Records  from  Westminster,  where  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  sits,  was  my  sug- 
gestion, that  it  would  make  an  excellent  court  for  his  Honor,  all  which  I told  Mr. 
Cooper. 

852.  You  say  you  made  inquiries  respecting  Mr.  Bailey’s  bills  at  the  Tower?— 
Yes. 

§53-  Did  that  take  up  much  time? — It  was  more  particularly  respecting  his 
impositions  upon  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  to  whom  he  charged  between 
3,000/.  and  4,000/.  for  searches.  It  was  in  order  to  show  his  impositions ; I made 
an  application  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  for  the  bills,  and  they  were  printed 
in  columns  with  my  observations,  that  he  had  charged  double  the  fees  he  had  paid 
at  the  Tower  and  all  other  offices. 

854.  You  also  compiled  observations  on  public  records  in  the  four  courts  at 
Westminster,  &c.  to  which  your  name  is  attached,  and  published  by  the  commis- 
sioners?— Yes. 

855-  Was  this  under  the  commission  of  Lord  Brougham? — At  the  particular 
request  of  Lord  Brougham ; he  wrote  to  me  from  Brougham  Hall. 

856.  Lord  Brougham  declared  to  you  his  intention  of  sweeping  away  all 
impediments  and  abuses,  did  he  not  ?— Something-of  that  sort  was  in  the  letter. 

857*  Dave  you  received  payment  for  those  various  works  vou  have  mentioned? 
— None. 

858.  You  have  got  nothing  for  all  this,  except  the  promise  of  being  engaged 
as  a sub-commissioner,  at  the  salary  of  400/.  a year  ? — Nothing. 

859'  But  that  promise  has  not  been  kept? — Never ; Mr.  Cooper  having  got  all 
the  information  he  wanted  from  me,  I presume  he  did  not  want  me  again. 

860.  Do  you  think  that  the  commissioners  have  fulfilled  Lord  Brougham’s  pro- 
mise, of  sweeping  away  all  impediments  and  abuses  ?— Certainly  not.  My  state- 
ment, that  lies  before  the  Committee,  will  show,  that  what  I have  stated  there 
ought  now  to  be  done,  and  ought  to  have  been  done  originally. 

861.  Have  those  matters  of  which  you  complain  in  this  work  been  rectified?— 
Not  at  all. 

862.  You 
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862.  You  state  that  it  was  one  of  the  objects  recommended  in  the  Report  of  the 

Committee,  upon  which  the  original  commission  was  founded,  that  the  calendars 
and  indexes,  which  were  the  private  property  of  the  respective  officers  intrusted 
with  the  keeping  of  the  records,  should  be  purchased  for  the  public  use  and 
appropriated  to  that  purpose  ? — Yes.  ’ 

863.  And  that  indexes  should  be  compiled  and  printed  ?— Yes. 

864.  Did  the  old  commission  fulfil  those  duties  ?— No. 

865.  Has  the  new  commission  fulfilled  them  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge 

866.  You  have  stated  here,  that  the  noble  persons,  the  officers  of  state  named 
as  commissioners,  were  generally  persons  unacquainted  with  the  subject  intrusted 
to  them,  and  therefore  they  naturally  looked  to  the  secretary  alone  for  information 
and  advice ; and  you  state  that  this  is  the  cause  of  the  previous  neglects  of  the 

867.  Are  you  still  of  that  opinion  as  to  the  old  commission  ?— They  were  gene- 

rally  members  Lord  Colchester  attended,  and  I believe  an  honourable 

Member  I have  m my  eye  also  attended  very  much ; there  was  a great  deal  done 
by  many  of  them  but  it  is  impossible  that  they,  like  practical  men,  could  know 
what  ought  ">  be  done  upon  every  occasion;  they  would  necessarily  resort  to 
such  a man  as  Mr.  Caley  who  was  certainly  a most  able  man,  the  most  able 
upon  records  I ever  met  with. 

868.  But  you  think  it  was  the  fault  of  the  old  commission  that  they  left  too 

much  to  the  secretary  p — Yes.  y 

869.  Has  the  new  commission  rectified  that  ?— Not  to  my  knowledge  ■ I have 
been  out  of  London  for  two  years,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  and  I do  not 
know  what  has  been  done. 

870.  By  the  transactions  you  have  had  with  the  commissioners,  which  vou 
have  detailed,  do  you  think  too  much  was  left  to  the  secretary  2— X think  so  ■ 

1 have  gone  into  each  particular  office,  and  shown  what  ought  to  have  been  done’ 
and  the  omissions.  ’ 

S?,1;  Do  you  think  keeping  those  records  in  proper  order,  and  making  them  ac- 

cessible  to  the  public,  is  of  importance  to  the  public  ? Yes.  ° 

872.  Both  with  regard  to  .those  who  require  historical  information  as  well  as 
for  suitors  at  law?— Yes,  more  particularly  for  the  suitors ; I have  had  more  ex- 
perience upon  these  matters  than  all  the  other  gentlemen  put  together. 

873-  Do  you  think  the  practice  of  allowing  clerks  in  the  different  record  offices 
aCdfoa  aTS  bj  *he,GoTernment,to  make  indexes  and  transcribe  office 
copies,  also  to  act  as  record  agents,  and  attend  the  courts  arid  committees  on 
election  cases  and  at  the  assizes,  instead  of  doing  their  duty  at  the  several  offices 
s a proper  practice  ?-I  think  not;  but  I ought  to  state  this,  that  I fell  unc£ 
that  desciiption  of  persons,  but  then  I was  an  old  solicitor,  and  I accepted  mv 
place  under  Mr.  Lysons  upon  that  express  condition,  and  I believe  that  esPtablis£ 
merit  would  not  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Pitt  had  I not  been  employed. 

874.  As  a general  rule,  you  think  the  practice  is  improper  ?— Yes 
875 - In  your  own  case  it  was  deviated  from,  because  you  would  not  have 
ken  the  office  of  record  keeper  without  ?-Certainly  not ; I gave  up  a great  • 
business , I was  solicitor  to  a number  of  high  houses.  ” ^ 

D,°70U  thin,k  desirable  that  all  the  records  of  all  the  courts  should  be 
and  to^avoid  bssTf  Se  2l “ **  »f  **  -‘tors, 

Ishoulddhifktot  C°Uld  tba‘  be  d°ne  With0llt  “ Act  of  Parliament  ?— 

since  thirst  ,Hf  not  the  'vant  of  a 8Wal  record  office  been  felt  ever 

^ptablmhment  of  the  present  cohesion  ?-Yes ; I took  my  idea  from 

p79j.Do  you, thinli  since  that  period  there  has  been  time  enough  to  get  an  Act 
of  Parliament  through  the  two  Houses  ?_I  should  think  so.  S S 

JL  1 Msr'  9 Ane  you  aware  that  a Bill  was  drawn  giving  effect  to 

your  plan  ?-I  did  not  know  of  it  till  the  other  day.  S S 

Is  i‘ “Of  a common  practice  for  the  clerks  to  carry  re- 
88  iv  ‘elr  deP°sltones  to  their  own  houses  and  to  different  offices  ?— Yes. 

2.  Do  you  think  that  a proper  practice  ?— No,  it  is  very  wrong  indeed, 
g’  ° ^°U  n°*’  ^ ma^es  the  records  liable  to  great  embezzlement 

’43'  H and 
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and  damage  from  carelessness? — Yes,  and  I should  say  that  they  lose  their 
validity  as"evidence. 

884.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Does  that  practice  exist  at  present? — I do  not  know. 

885.  The  Chairman .]  Have  you  ever  seen  records  in  a law  stationer’s  shop? — 

Yes,  in  my  own  law  stationer’s,  Mr.  Cox,  who  is  dead  ; I never  took  a record  out 
of  the  office  except  to  Parliament  5 the  prerogative  of  Parliament  requires  the 
production  of  the  record  itself.  f 

886.  The  Judges  are  so  much  aware  of  the  injury  done  to  records  by  removing 
them,  that,  except  where  the  prerogative  of  Parliament  interferes,  they  are  very 
averse  to  let  them  be  carried  out? — It  is  never  permitted;  I should  say  they 
would  not  be  evidence  out  of  the  depository ; A.  may  want  it  at  York,  and  B.  at 
Westminster. 

887.  Mr.  C.  Villiers.]  You  are  alluding  to  records  that  may  be  matter  of  evi- 
dence?— Yes;  I recollect,  in  the  great  cause  respecting  Windsor  Forest,  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  wished  the  records  to  go  down ; I protested  against 
it,  and  said  that  the  records  could  only  be  evidence  by  examined  copies. 

888.  Are  there  not  places  where  the  officers  attend  with  the  originals  ?— 
1 never  knew  it,  except  in  Parliament;  I applied  to  Sir  William  Grant,  and  he 
said  no,  they  should  not  go  down,  they  should  not  be  removed,  except  in  cases 
in  Chancery. 

889.  Answers  in  Chancery  are  taken  down? — Yes,  in  cases  of  perjury. 

890.  The  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  that  the  records  have  been'  frequently 
removed  for  the  personal  convenience  and  under  the  authority  of  the  keepers  to 
their  own  private  houses,  and  under  merely  their  own  superintendence,  when 
they  were  not  allowed  to  be  carried  into  courts  of  justice  for  legal  purposes?— 
Yes,  I have  seen  them  at  Mr.  Caley’s  for  many,  many  years  together. 

891.  Very  often  in  situations  not  adapted  to  them? — Certainly;  I believe  he 
kept  the  first  roll  of  every  monastery  after  the  dissolution  of  them  at  his  own  house. 

892.  In  speaking  of  the  Tower,  you  state  in  this  pamphlet  that  for  a long  time 
part  of  the  records  were  kept  in  a most  disgraceful  state,  being  rolled  and  twisted 
in  bundles,  and  covered  with  dust  and  filth? — Those,  are  the  inquisitions  post 
mortem. 

893.  And  the  writs  and  returns  of  Members  to  Parliament? — Yes,  they  were 
kept  in  an  open  locker,  and  very  badly  arranged. 

894.  You  state  that  ' the  inquisitions  post  mortem  were  squeezed  and  folded  up 
in  wrinkles,  so  as  to  be  in  very  many  instances  totally  illegible? — Yes. 

_895-  This  state  of  things  has  subsisted  fora  long  period,  since  the  record  com- 
mission was  originally  established  ? — Yes,  all  the  time  I was  there;  I was  there 
long  before  I was  deputy  keeper,  in  transcribing  the  statutes. 

896.  Do  you  know  when  it  was  remedied  ? — No,  it  is  since  I left;  whether  it  is 
remedied  now  or  not,  I do  not  know. 

897-8.  Br.Bowring.]  How  far  does  your  own  knowledge  go;  for  how  many  years 
did  they  continue  in  this  condition  ? — -Till  very  recently;  whether  Mr.  Petrie  has  put 
them  into  a better  situation,  I cannot  tell ; I was  not  allowed  to  go  into  the  record 
rooms  since  I ceased  to  be  a record  keeper. 

899.  When  did  you  cease  to  be  a record  keeper  ?— Somewhere  about  1822. 

900.  The  Chairman.]  You  say  the  index  to  the  Charters,  Patents  and  Close 
Rolls  were  very  imperfect ; are  they  so  still  ? — I believe  the  present  keeper  has’ 
improved  them  very  much. 

901.  You  complain  of  a total  want  of  indexes  or  calendars  to  the  Fine,  Liberate, 
and  various  other  rolls  and  forest  proceedings  ; the  files  of  writs  of  certiorari  and 
returns,  and  also  to  a multitude  of  private  petitions  to  Parliament ; are  you  aware 
whether  any  indexes  or  calendars  have  been  provided  for  those? — I believe  the 
Close  Rolls  of  the  whole  of  the  reign  of  John  have  been  printed ; the  indexes  to  the 
Patent  Rolls  and  Charter  Rolls  are  very  imperfect;  as  to  the  Liberate  Rolls  and 
Fine  Rolls,  I do  not  know  that  any  index  has  been  made. 

902.  At  any  rate,  you  can  answer  that  there  was  no  index  or  calendar  at  the 
time  you  published  this  work  ? — No,  there  was  not. 

903.  You  complain  of  the  heavy  fees? — Yes,  I was  obliged  to  take  them  as 
I found  them,  because  I accounted  to  my  principal ; I had  not  the  fees,  the  former 
deputies  had. 

904..  When  you  were  deputy  keeper,  what  .was  the  salary  of  the  keeper?— 
Five  hundred  pounds  a year,  and  the  fees. 

’905.  What 
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905.  What  was  your  salary  as  deputy  keeper?— I had  250/.  a year  as  chief 
clerk,  not  qua  keeper ; but  I would  not  accept  the  office  unless  I was  sworn  in 
before  Sir  William  Grant,  as  the  deputy  keeper,  because,  being  a professional 
man,  I did  not  choose  to  be  there  under  the  denomination  of  clerk. 

. 906.  Has  any  thing  been  done  to  diminish  the  fees  3— I believe  not. 

907.  You  complain  that  the  hours  of  attendance  were  too  limited;  are  they  the 
same  still? — I rather  thinly  they  are  increased. 

908.  You  complain  of  the  practice  of  allowing  no  extract  to  be  taken  without 
ordering  a copy  of  the  whole  instrument;  does  that  practice  continue  ?— Yes. 

909.  Is  not  that  very  mischievous  ’—Nothing  short  of  an  entire  copy  would  be 
evidence ; but  in  making  searches  for  establishing  a right  to  a manor,  franchise, 
&c.,  or  those  things  which  Mr.  Hewlett  has  mentioned,  I might  search  40  or  50 
records  before  I got  at  the  point  I wanted ; but  if  I was  allowed  to  take  a minute, 
it  would  lessen  the  expense.  I generally  acted  more  liberally  when  I was  deputy 
keeper  than  had  been  the  practice  before ; and  instead  of  lessening  the  fees  it 
rather  increased  them. 

910.  Dr.  Bowring.]  There  were  occasionally  applications  where  a document 
might  be  wanted,  not  for  legal  purposes,  but  literary  purposes  or  curiosity?— For 
literary  purposes  we  always  granted  to  them  what  they  wanted,  particularly 
Mr.  Clutterbuck,  for  his  History  of  Hertfordshire ; I allowed  him  to  have  tran- 
scripts of  old  charters  without  fees;  and  there  was  one  case  respecting  St.  Alban's 
where  we  were  deprived  of  40/.  or  50/.  in  consequence  of  a charter  being  printed 
at  length  in  his  book,  which  was  allowed  to  be  read  in  evidence. 

911.  Arid  that  practice  continues? — Yes,  and  at  the  Rolls  too. 

912.  The  Chairman.]  They  are  very  liberal  at  the  Rolls?— Yes,  Mr.  Kipling 
always  allowed  literary  gentlemen  to  come,  if  there  was  a respectable  intro- 
duction. 

913.  You  say  that  the  practice  of  allowing  the  record  keepers  to  act  as  record 
agents  or  antiquaries  in  making  searches  is  prejudicial? — Yes. 

914.  You  state  that  it  leads  to  neglect  of  their  public  duty  are  you  of  that 
opinion  now? — -Yes. 

915-  Y°u  say  it;  is  in  tlieir  power,  in  the  present  state  of  the  indexes,  to  with- 
hold from  the  party  adverse  to  that  by  which  they  are  employed,  information 
aot  publicly  stated,  and  to  give  their  own  party  knowledge  of  what  their  adversary 
has  procured  to  support  his  case  ; do  you  know  any  instance  of  that  having  oc- 
curred.—-There  was  an  instance;  but  I really  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  it 
I am  confident  that  information  was  given  to  the  parties.  I acted  very  differ- 
ently upon  such  an  occasion;  and  I may  be  allowed  to  say,  in  justification  of 
myself,  what  it  was  : it  was  in  the  Forest  proceedings.  Mr.  Hewlett’s  father  was 
concerned  against  me  for  the  lords  of  the  manors,  I was  concerned  for  the 
Crown  ; there  was  no  time  for  him  to  make  searches,  or  to  copy  the  records  for 
him,  and  I gave  him  all  my  translations,  and  allowed  him  to  pay  the  fees  after- 
wards. I did  not  withhold  any  thing. 

; 916.  Where  searches  are  made  in  the  Record  Offices,  on. the  part  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, does  the  officer  receiving  a salary  from  Government  make  those  charges  ?— 
Yes;  I paid  in  the  Windsor  Forest  cases  many  hundred  pounds  for  the  Crown. 

I thought  it  wrong ; but  I was  obliged  to  do  it,  knowing  it  to  be  the  practice  in  the 
office,  and  1 accounted  to  my  principal  for  it;  but  I objected  to  it  afterwards  in 
one  instance. 

.91 7-  What  was  that  instance?— In  the  case  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  respecting  the 
mines  in  Cornwall.  I was  ordered  by  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  to  resist  it  - but 
Mr.  Petrie  stopped  my  searches  in  future  till  I paid  it. 

9^-  Yoa  state  that  for  searches  at  the  Augmentation  Office  an  ad  libitum  fee 
was  charged  by  the  keeper,  that  he  alleged  he  had  no  fixed  table  of  fees,  and  claimed 
the  calenaars  as  his  own  property,  was  that  the  case?— He  did  charge  beyond 
what  he  ought  to  have  done  m many  cases ; he  seldom  allowed  any  body  to  go  to 
e office.  In  my  practice  for  30  years,  I was  never  there  more  than  10  or  12 
times ; he  sent  down  his  bag-bearer.  His  fee  was  8s.8d.;  but  he  many  times 
charged  me  a guinea,  or  two  guineas. 

919.  So  that  in  fact  he  charged  what  he  chose  ?— Very  much  so. 

. 92°;  "J  y°a  recollect  the  state  of  things  Mr.  Hewlett  has  described,  his  having 
go  to  Mr.-Caley  s house  in  Spa-fields,  and  his  sending  his  servant  to  the  Aug- 
mentation Office  toget  the  records  ?— Yes. 

92 1 . Did  this  occasion  great. inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  an d expense  ?— Yea, 
k 2 sometimes 


W.  Illingworth  ,Esq. 
2 March  1836. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


IV.  Illingworth,  Esq. 
2 March  1836. 


60  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

sometimes  a loss  of  two  or  three  weeks ; they  were  never  obtained  upon  the  first 
application  ; you  must  always  give  him  a day  or  two  notice. 

922.  Is  it  not  of  great  importance  that  you  should  be  able  in  judicial  proceed- 
ings to  avail  yourself  of  those  documents  immediately? — Certainly. 

923.  Is  not  that  delay  caused  by  the  late  Mr.  Caley’s  arrangements  exceedingly 
inconvenient  and  prejudicial  ? — ’Yes,  the  inconvenience  to  professional  men  is  very 
great,  particularly  the  loss  of  time  and  expense. 

924.  Sir  Robert  Infills.]  In  reference  to  the  arrangement  noticed  in  the  last 
question,  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  any  greater  facility  to  the  pro- 
fession existed  before  Mr.  Caley’s  appointment,  as  compared  with  that  which 
existed  during  his  life  ? — I do  not  recollect  before  his  time. 

925.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  greater  facilities  existed  previously 
to  Mr.  Caley’s  time,  as  compared  with  his  time  ? — That  I cannot  tell,  I was  not  in 
London  ; perhaps  there  were  not  greater  facilities  before ; I believe  they  were  in 
a very  rough  state  in  Westminster  Hall. 

926.  The  Chairman .]  When  Mr.  Kipling  died,  did  his  private  indexes  pass  to 
his  executors? — Mr.  Kipling  had  declared  them  to  be  the  property  of  his 
two  clerks. 

927.  Do  you  know  with  what  view  he  left  them  to  the  two  clerks  ?— In  order 
that  the  two  clerks  might  not  be  discharged,  but  that  it  might  be  the  means  of 
keeping  them  in-  the  office. 

928.  So  that  one  effect  of  this  system  of  private  indexes  is,  that  it  renders  the 
possessors  of  them  independent  of  the  public  ; and  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  discharge  them  while  they  possessed  those  documents? — Yes,  that  is  the  effect 
of  it ; I have  paid  a great  deal  of  money  for  searching  those  private  indexes,  some 
hundred  pounds. 

929.  At  the  King’s  Bench  and  the  Common  Pleas  Treasuries,  at  the  time  you 
wrote  this  Report,  were  there  any  officers  who  could  read  the  records  ? — None ; I 
always  took  down  my  own  amanuensis. 

930.  So  that  those  records  were  entirely  under  the  management  of  persons  who 
could  not  read  them? — Certainly,  it  was  so  in  the  Common  Pleas. 

931.  Mr.  C.  Villiers .]  From  their  being  in  Latin? — Yes,  they  could  not  read 
the  hands. 

932.  Sir  Robert  Inglisi]  Does  your  answer  refer  to  their  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guage, or  from  their  ignorance  of  the  character  of  the  hand-writings? — Both. 
Mr.  White,  who  died  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  could  read  them. 

933.  The  Chairman.~\  Were  the  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office 
disarranged,  lost  and  spoiled,  in  consequence  of  their  repeated  removals  into  the 
sheds  in  Westminster  Hall,  thence  to  the  Mews,  and  thence  to  the  Riding  House? 
— I should  think  so. 

934.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  them  were  misappropriated  ?— 

I do  not  know  ; I believe  that  many  were  lost,  by  being  removed  to  the  sheds  in 
Westminster  Hall  by  soldiers  and  porters,  who  used  to  wheel  them  in  barrows. 

935.  Were  they  carried  from  one  building  to  the  other  by  soldiers  and  common 
labourers? — Yes,  from  the  courts. 

936.  Under  whose  superintendence  did  that  take  place?— I do  not  know. 

937.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Upon  their  removal  from  the  shed  to  the  Mews,  can 
you  state  by  whom  they  were  removed?— No,  I cannot;  I should  hardly  think 
those  of  the  Common  Pleas  were  injured  then. 

938.  Have  you  seen  them  since?— Once  or  twice  I have,  but  not  in  the  last 
two  years ; I do  not  know  now  where  they  are,  because  I do  not  practise. 

939-  The  Chairman .]  In  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  was 
there  a large  quantity  of  unsorted  records?— Many  bags  full,  not  like  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  Office. 

940.  But  there  were  many  bags  of  very  important  records  unsorted  ? — Yes. 

941.  In  the  case  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  had  you  any  thing  to  do  with  the  docu- 
ments produced  out  of  those  bags  ? — No,  that  was  a case  respecting  the  dues  on 
imports  and  exports  at  Bristol. 

942.  How  did  you  discover  those  documents  ?— By  Mr.  Foxton,  one  of  the 
clerks  in  the  office,  assisting  me  in  searching  over  those  unsorted  records.  I disco- 
vered some  instruments  there  which  established  the  rights  of  the  corporation  to  all 
the  tolls  upon  shipping  coming  in  and  out  of  the  port ; these  were  accounts  ren- 
dered by  the  mayor  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  for  port  dues;  he  being  the  escheator, 
he  accounted  over  to  the  Crown  for  them,  which  decided  the  question. 

943.  What 
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943.  What  led  you  to  look  for  those  ? — The  mayor  being-  the  escheator,  I thought 
his  accounts  might  be  rendered  at  full  length  in  the  rolls ; but  no  such  things 
were  there.  Mr.  Foxton  was  at  that  time  examining  some  of  those  unsorted 
records,  and  I asked  him  to  let  me  look  through  them,  and  I gave  him  an  agency 
fee  to  assist  me  in  it ; and  that  was  a very  considerable  piece  of  evidence  in  gain- 
ing that  cause. 

944.  If  you  had  not  looked  through  those  unsorted  bags,  the  issue  of  the  case 
might  probably  have  been  different  ? — I think  not,  but  that  was  most  decisive. 

945.  At  any  rate,  the  most  decisive  evidence  would  have  been  wanting  ? — 
Yes,  that  alone  would  have  been  sufficient. 

946.  Did  you  complain  in  your  Report  of  the  alternate  dampness  and  dryness 
of  the  building? — Yes. 

947.  It  is  stated  therein,  that  they  were  kept  in  damp  vaults  under  the  eastern 
wing  of  Somerset  House ; those  vaults  were  originally  deemed  by  the  Government 
as  damp  and  dark,  and  improper  for  their  reception  ; in  consequence  whereof  air 
and  fire-flues  were  introduced  under  the  floor  and  round  the  walls,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  records  dry,  and  preventing  the  damp  from  the  ground,  which, 
instead  of  remedying  the  evil,  you  say,  from  long  experience,  that  the  situation 
has  become  still  more  objectionable,  the  records  being  alternately  damp  and  dry  • 
damp  when  the  flues  are  unlighted,  and  dry  again  when  air  is  admitted  and 
the  fire  lighted  ; further,  you  complain  of  the  rooms  being  so  dark,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  read  a record,  or  even  its  label,  and  that  the  cold  is  so  great,  that 
in  winter  or  summer  no  person  could  remain  therein  half  an  hour  without  the  risk 
of  losing  his  life  ? — Losing  his  life  is  going  a little  too  far  perhaps. 

948.  In  consequence  of  that  statement,  are  you  aware  that  any  steps  were  taken 
to  remove  those  records  into  a better  situation?— No,  I do  not;  I will  only  say 
that  very  early,  when  acting  under  the  commission,  I was  there  an  hour  and  a 
half  transcribing  an  instrument,  and  I had  the  rheumatism  so  bad,  that  I did  not 
get  out  of  my  bed  for  a week. 

949.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  By  whose  authority  were  they  deposited  in  the  situa- 
tion where  you  saw  them  ? — I do  not  know. 

950.  The  Chairman.']  You  state  that  Mr.  Caley  stated  in  excuse  for  this 
arrangement  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  which  I have  mentioned,  that  it  was  an 
office  to  which  resort  is  only  had  occasionally;  do  you  think  that  the  records  in  the 
Augmentation  Office  are  less  consulted  than  those  in  any  other  office? — Excepting 
at  the  Rolls,  I should  say  more  than  any  other. 

951.  Did  Mr.  Caley  allow  the  applicants  to  look  into  his  indexes? — No. 

952.  I)id  great  inconvenience  arise  from  that? — Certainly. 

953.  Are  you  aware,  that  in  order  to  render  it  more  easy  to  bind  the  documents 
in  that  office,  Mr.  Caley  first  cut  off  the  seals  and  the  labels,  in  order  to  fold  them 
up  ? — The  Carta;  Antiquas  in  the  Augmentation  Office  he  has  pasted  upon  paper, 
and  bound  them  up  in  books ; the  seals  are  certainly  cut  off,  many  of  them. 

954.  The  seals  of  all  of  them  are  cut  off? — I saw  no  seals  upon  those  I exa- 
mined, and  I have  had  office  copies ; I objected  personally  to  him  about  it ; I said 
here  is  an  instrument  that  might  have  been  delivered  as  an  escrow  on  condition ; 
you  cannot  tell  what  the  indorsement  is,  you  have  destroyed  the  evidence  by  taking 
off  the  seal,  and  pasting  it  down. 

955.  The  taking  off  the  seal  deprived  those  documents  of  their  value  in  a court 
of  law? — I think  it  injured  them  ; there  must  have  been  seals,  because  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  grants  to  monasteries. 

956.  But  in  the  way  you  mention,  the  deed  would  have  been  deprived  of  one 
of  its  most  material  bearings  ? — Y"es,  I speak  as  a lawyer. 

957.  Were  not  the  seals  very  handsome,  many  of  them? — I saw  a large  col- 
lection Mr.  Caley  had  had  drawings  of ; whence  he  took  them  I cannot  tell. 

958.  Were  not  the  seals  of  the  Cart®  Antique  remarkably  handsome  and 
curious  ? — They  were  the  seals  of  individuals ; the  seals  to  the  conventual  leases 
are  those  which  were  handsome  ; the  seals  of  the  individuals  were  those  of  the 
patrons  and  endowers  of  monasteries ; those  seals  were  not  very  fine ; I should 
think  the  conventual  seals  would  be  very  fine  indeed  ; there  were  a great  many 
seals  that  Mr.  Caley  had  drawn  from  the  Chapter  House  amongst  the  Scotch 
records  ; the  instruments  belonging  to  them  were  all  tattered  and  tom  in  my  time. 

959.  Did  you  ever  complain  of  the  total  want  of  indexes  to  the  records  in  the 
Court  of  the  receipt  of  Exchequer  and  the  Chapter  House  at  W estminster  ? — 
I made  a sort  of  press  catalogue  of  the  general  contents  of  the  Chapter  House. 

0.33.  h 3 96°-  The 
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W. Illingworth, Esq.  960.  The  Right  lion.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.\  That  was  under  the  authority  of 

the  former  commission P — Yes;  there  are  a great  number  of  indexes,  very  valua- 
2 March  1836.  ble  indexes,  but  there  are  no  indexes  rerum  or  locorum  either  to  the  records  of 
the  King’s  Bench  or  Common  Pleas. 

961.  The  Chairman .]  Is  not  that  greatly  wanted? — Yes;  as  Mr.  Hewlett  has 
stated,  if  I might  take  the  liberty  of  alluding. to  his  evidence,  in  which  I accord 
very  much,  there  are  verdicts  in  very  important  cases  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas  down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  in  one  Court  and 
Henry  VI.  in  another,  without  any  indexes  rerum  of  locorum;  the  mere 'in- 
dexes nominum  are  nothing  at  all. 

902.  In  consequence  of  the  representations  contained  in  this  work,  do  you 
know  that  any  thing  was  done-to  remedy  the  abuses  complained  of? — None,  to 
my  knowledge  or  belief. 

963.  You  believe  nothing  has  been  done? — I believe,  most  solemnly,  nothing 
has  been  done  except  in  the  last  two  years. 

964.  So  that  Lord.,  Brougham’s  desire  to  sweep  away  all  impediments  and 
abuses  has  remained  ungratified  to  the  present  hour  ? — I believe  so. 

965.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  commission  was  too  numerous  ? — I can  hardly 
give  an  opinion  upon  that ; perhaps  it  might  be  very  impertinent  for  me  to  make 
an  observation  upon  the  subject. 

966.  It  is  only  a matter  .of  opinion  ? — I do  not  know  how  many  the  commis- 
sion consists  of ; but  where  a great  number  of  gentlemen  are  employed,  they  will 
have  different  views;  I view  these  records  in  a different  way  to  what  many 
gentlemen  may  view  them  ; there  are  two  or  three  divisions  of  records. 

967.  Do  you  happen  to  know  Sir  John  Leach’s  opinion  ?— I' have  heard  it,  but 
not  from  himself ; I would  rather  decline  saying  from  whence  I heard  it,  but  I 
heard  he  said  that  five  would  be  sufficient. 

968.  Do  you  recollect  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  Land  Revenue  Office  in 
the  beginning  of  this  century  ?— Yes,  a great  many  were  in  the  long  gallery. 

969.  Do  you  recollect  that  they  were  very  well  arranged? — Mr.  Hewlett’s 
father  arranged  a great  many  of  them. 

970.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  disarranged  afterwards? — Yes,  they 
were  ; I*  had  occasion  to  look  for  a survey  regarding  the  trial  of  a tithe  cause  in 
Suffolk,  and  we  could  not  find  the  document ; that  was  in  the  shed  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall,  Noah’s  Ark,  as  it  was  vulgarly  called. 

971.  Have  the  records  suffered  by  embezzlement  or  destruction  since  the  exist- 
ence of  the  first  commission  ? — l cannot  tell  that. 

972.  Do  you  recollect  the  Augmentation  Office  in  Mr.  Caley’s  time? — Yes; 

I have  been  in  it  about  70  times  in  my  life,  not  more. 

973.  Was  it  clean  or  dirty  ? — Very  dirty. 

974.  Do  you  think  the  dirt  was  such  as  to  render  access  disagreeable,  and  to 
endanger  the  legibility  of  the  records?— It  was  exceedingly  disagreeable  ; but  as 
to  its  endangering  the  legibility  of  the  records,  I doubt  it,  because  I would  rather 
have  dust  than  damp. 

975.  If  possible,  would  you  not  rather  be  without  either  ? — Yes. 

976.  Does  not  dust,  by  settling  upon  the  record,  efface  the  writing  ?— If  the 

roll  is  not  tied  round  very  firm  ; when  I was  attending  at  the  Chapter  House  there 
was  no  person  employed  to  dust  them ; I spoke  to  the  Right  honourable  George 
Rose  upon  the  subject,  and  got  a man  appointed  to  go  round  and  dust  them ; 
when  he  finished  one  part,  he  began„again ; certainly  they  ought  not  to  be  in  a 
dusty  situation.  ° 

977.  Do  you  recollect  any  thing  of  Mr.  Caley’s  arrangement,  was  it  a satis- 
factory arrangement  ?— He  did  not  allow  any  body  to  go  down,  except  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  let  me  go  occasionally,  and  since  those  observations  were 
made,  he  allowed  me  to  go  down  whenever  I chose. 

978.  Was  his  arrangement  chronological  or  topographical  ?— As  to  the  rolls  of 
monasteries,  they  w'ere  in  counties  generally. 

979.  Was  it  a chronological  or  topographical  arrangement? — Topographical. 
There  was  a large  press  as  long  as  the  side  of  this  room,  where  they  were  ar- 
ranged in  distinct  counties,  but  no  regular  arrangement ; the  date  was  on  the 
outside  of  the  roll  perhaps. 

980.  Was  the  search  for  a document  very  much  impeded  by  that  want  of 
arrangement?  Yes,  half  an  hour  was  occupied,  when  five  minutes  would  have 
done  as  well;  but  Charles  Gay  used  generally  to  go  and  fetch  them  up. 

981.  Do 
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981.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  Gay  ? — Yes,  I have  known  him  many  years. 

982.  Is  he  competent  to  transcribe  records? — No.  _ L 

983.  Is  he  a very  good  workman?--  He  is  a very  honest  sort  of  man,  and  has  a 2 March  1836. 
very  large  family,  and  I believe  he  is  a very  excellent  workman  in  cleansing  and 

repairing.  With  respect  to  arranging,'  I hardly  know  how  to  answer. 

984.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  work  of  finally  arranging  and  methodizing 
records  which  is  intrusted  by  the  commissioners  to  sub-commissioners  is  a work 
which  requires  a man  of  education  and  intellect?— Yes. 

985.  Do  you  think  that  Gay  was  a person  of  such  education  and  intellect  that 
he  ought  to  be  intrusted  with  the  work  of  a sub-commissioner? — No. 

986.  You  think  he  would  not  arrange  a large  class  of  records  in  a methodical 
and  proper  manner  ? — Certainly  not.  A man  who  arranges  properly  ought  to  be 
able  to  say,  when  putting  his  hand  upon  aiiy  record,  to  what  court  it  belongs, 
and  what  it  contains.  Gay  cannot  read  Latin. 

987.  Did  Mr.  Caley  commit  errors  in  binding  any  books'? — Doomsday-book 
is  very  badly  bound ; the  inner  margin  is  bound  in,  so  that  you  cannot  see  it.  I 
believe  the  rest  of  the  books  are  very  handsomely  bound.  I certainly  found  fault 
with  Doomsday-book.  I can  state  that  Mr.  Gay  has  copied  many  English 
records  for  me,  and  he  is  able  to  point  out  in  a roll  the  particular  manor,  or 
rectory,  or  tithes ; that  has  been  acquired  by  constant  habit ; but  he  does  not 
know  Latin,  and  cannot  copy  it. 

988.  The  Right  hon.C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  You  have  stated  that  the  commis- 
sioners appeared  to  you  to  be  unacquainted  with  records ; does  that  observation 
apply  to  the  first  commission ; to  Lord  Glenbervie,  Lord  Redesdale  and  Lord 
Frederick  Campbell  ? — No. 

989.  Mr.  C.  Villiers.]  What  was  the  number  upon  the  first  commission  ? — Ido 

not  know.  , 

990.  The  Right  hon.  C,  W.  Williams  tVynn.]  The  First  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being,  the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  Sir  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Master  of  theRolls,  Lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  the  Right  honourable  Sylvester  Douglas,  afterwards  Lord  Glenbervie, 

Sir  John  Mitford,  afterwards  Lord  Redesdale,  and  Sir  William  Grant? — It  is 
impossible  I could  have  supposed  they  were  not  capable  of  understanding  them. 

991.  Robert  Dundas,  esq.,  the  late  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland,  and  Charles 
Abbott,  esq.,  the  late  Lord  Colchester? — I did  not  allude  to  them. 

992.  Have  you  any  thing  further  to  state  to  the  Committee  ?— No,  except  that 
what  I have  stated  in  those  observations  in  that  pamphlet  ought  to  have  been 
followed ; and  if  it  had  been  followed,  the  country  would  have  derived  advantage 
from  it. 


Veneris,  4°  die  Martii,  183 6. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Mr.  Jervis. 

The  Righthon.C.W.  Williams  Wynn. 
Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 


Sir  Robert  Inglis. 
Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Pusey. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  James  Rogers,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

993.  Mr.  Jervis.]  YOU  are  an  attorney  ? — Yes.  Mr.  James  Rogers. 

994-  Were  you  and  your  brother  attorniesfor  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret’s? — ~ 

No,  I was  with  my  brother.  4 March  l836- 

995-  Was  your  brother  attorney  for  St.  Margaret’s  in  the  trial  of  Burrell  v. 

Nicholson?— Yes. 

996.  Was  that  an  action  to  try  the  parochiality  of  Richmond  Terrace  ?— Yes, 
it  was. 

°*33*  h 4 997.  Upon 
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Mr.  Junes  Rogers.  997 • Upon  searching  the  parish  books,  did  you  ascertain  that  a cause  had  been 

tried  upon  the  same  question  between  the  parish  and  the  Duke  of  Portland?— 

4 March  1836.  I did. 

998.  The  residence  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  in  Privy  Gardens,  the  same 
district? — Yes. 

999.  In  consequence  of  that  discovery,  did  you  go  to  the  King’s  Bench  Record 
Office? — I did. 

1000.  Did  you  find  a record^of  that  trial  ?• — I did. 

1001.  Did  you  bespeak  a copy  of  it? — Yes. 

1002.  Was  a copy  made  ? — It  was. 

1003.  Were  you  present  at  the  trial? — I was;  I examined  the  copy  with  the 
original  record. 

1004.  You  were  subsequently  present  at  the  trial? — I was. 

1 005.  Did  the  counsel  for  Sir  Charles  Burrell  produce  any  evidence  of  searches 
for  that  record  ? — He  did. 

1006.  Was  it  proved  that  it  could  not  be  found? — It  was. 

1 007.  Has  it  been  found  since  ? — It  has. 

1008.  Explain  how  it  was ; it  was  not  found  by  Sir  Charles  Burrell’s  attorney? 
— It  appeared  that  the  roll  had  been  cut  off  the  file,  for  the  purpose,  I have  no 
doubt,  of  making  my  copy. 

1009.  The  record  of  that  case  had  been  cut  off  the  file  ? — Yes. 

1010.  And  being  restored,  where  was  it  put? — Into  the  wrong  bundle,  on  the 
wrong  file. 

1011.  In  what  year  was  the  trial? — In  1833. 

1012.  What  year  was  the  trial  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  ? — In  1759. 

1013.  What  roll  was  it  put  to  ? — I think  some  years  before  that,  but  I have  no 
recollection  of  the  precise  file. 

1014.  It  was  lately  discovered  ?— Some  time  after  the  trial. 

1015.  Sir  M.  JV.  Ridley. 1 You  did  not  cut  it  out  yourself? — No,  decidedly 

1016.  It  was  delivered  to  you  by  some  officer  of  the  court;  and  you  appre- 
hend it  was  cut  out  of  the  book  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  make 
the  copy  ? — No,  the  clerk  of  the  Treasury  cut  off  the  roll  to  take  it  home,  to 
enable  him  to  make  the  copy. 

1017.  Mr.  Jervis.]  You  did  not  make  the  copy? — No,  it  was  made  by  the 
proper  officer. 

1018.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.]  Did  you  ever  see  the  original  from  which  the  copy 
had  been  taken  ? — Yes,  I saw  it  on  the  file,  and  afterwards  off  the  file. 

1019.  And  you  saw  the  record  itself  separately  and  distinctly  from  the  roll  to 
which  it  was  attached  ? — Yes. 

1020.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Who  was  the  keeper  of  the  records  at  that  time?— Mr. 
Edge,  since  dead. 

1021.  The  record  was  discovered  by  his  successor  upon  a different  roll? Yes. 

1022.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  a party  has  suffered  from  the 
record  being  removed  from  the  proper  custody,  and  examined  at  the  house  of  the 
keeper?— Yes,  a case  is  reported,  where  a plaintiff  was  nonsuited,  or  failed  in  his 
object,  in  consequence  of  examining  the  record  in  the  office  of  the  record  keeper, 
instead  of  at  the  Treasury. 

1023.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Be  pleased  to  refer  the  Committee  to  the  cases  to 
which  you  now  allude? — I have  not  a reference  to  the  case,  I have  a perfect 
recollection  of  the  case,  and  it  is  reported. 

[The  Witness  was  directed  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  a reference  to  the  case 
alluded  to.] 

1024.  Mr.  fervis.]  Inasmuch  as  the  record  ought  to  have  been  examined  in 
the  place  where  it  was  kept  in  proper  custody,  the  officer  had  taken  it  home,  and 
the  officer  who  swore  to  the  examination  had  examined  it  at  the  office  keeper’s 
house?- — Yes. 

1025.  Sir  Robert  Inglis. ] The  case  to  which  you  first  directed  the  attention  of 
the  Committee,  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret  against  the  Duke  of  Portland,  occurred 
about  80  years  since  ?— In  1759. 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  again  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  1026.  Mr.  Jervis .]  DO  you  produce  the  papers  directed  by  the  Committee  at 
your  last  examination  ? — T first  of  all  produce,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 

Committee, 
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Committee,  a Return  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  sold  hv  r.  „ n 
Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock,  from  March  1831  to  December  1835,  with  the  C' 1 ' Es‘l- 
number  sold  at-tlie  retail  price,  and  the  net  sum  produced.  [The  Witness  delivered  in  4 March  1836. 
the  same.]— I then  produce  a copy  of  the  third  volume  of  the  Rotuli  Curias 
Regis,  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave.  [ The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.]— Also 
copies  of  the  first,  second  and  third  volumes  of  the  ancient  Calendars  Inven- 
tories,  &c.  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer,  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
[The  Witness  delivered  m the  same].— Aho  a specimen  of  the  books,  containing 
the  Sales  ot  Wards  and  Marriages,  preserved  among  the  records  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  Exchequer.  [The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.]— And,  lastly,  a portion  of 
a work,  intituled,  “ Documents  relating  to  the  Affairs  and  the  History  of  Scotland  ’’ 
printing  under  the  care  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave.  The  originals  of  those  docu- 
ments are  in  the  Chapter  House.  [The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same  ] I further 

produce  a letter  from  the  late  Right  honourable  Sir  John  Leach,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Record  Commission,  relative  to  the  pur- 
chase  for  the  public  use  of  Mr.  Kipling’s  private  indexes  to  the  records  in  the 
Rolls  Chapel.  The  letter  is  dated  the  23d  June  1832.  [The  Witness  delivered  in 
the  same .j  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Committee,  I moreover  lay  before  it 
the  correspondence  of  the  secretary  to  the  Record  Board  with  Sir  George  Harrison 
and  Su  Herbert  Taylor,  and  also  a letter  of  the  Right  honourable  Lord  Abinger 
to  the  Honourable  James  Stewart,  one  of  the  secretaries  to  the  Treasury,  as  to  the 
custody  of  the  Augmentation  Office  records  ; and  in  producing  this  correspon- 
dence, the  Committee  will  permit  me  to  observe  upon  two  passages,  the  one  is  in 
a letter  written  by  me  to  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  stating  that  the  intimation  of  the 
King  s pleasure  as  to  the  removal  of  the  records  would,  I made  no  doubt,  over- 
come  the  difficulty  which  might  otherwise  present  itself  on  the  part  of  the  Barons 
at  the  Exchequer,  to  whose  court  the  records  belonged.  The  other  passage  is  in 
a letter  written  by  me  to  Sir  George  Harrison,  auditor  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall 
stating,  that  previously  to  the  meeting  of  the  board,  I would  see  Lord  Abinver 
and  some  of  the  other  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  and  remove  any  obstacle  to  Sir 
George  s application  in  that  quarter,  by  informing  their  Lordships  of  His  Majesty’s 
wishes  upon  the  subject,  which  ought  to  be  regarded  as  commands.  When 
those  passages  were  written,  I frankly  own  I had  not  considered  the’  matter. 

1 knew  that  a Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1800  had,  by  their 
Report,  advised  that  such  transfer  should  be  effected,  and  that  one  of  the  earliest 
things  that  the  first  commissioners  directed,  I think  it  was  in  July  1800,  was  a 
transfer  of  all  the  records  relating  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  from  the  Augmenta- 
tion  Office  to  the  office  of  the  Duchy.  Having  now  reflected  upon  the  point, 

I wish  that  it  may  be  recorded  as  part  of  my  evidence,  that,  in  my  judgment,  no 
such  transfer  of  records  can  properly  take  place  from  one  Court  of  Westminster 
Halt  to  another  court,  not  even  with  the  sanction  of  the  Judges  of  those  Courts 
Mo  judge  can,  as  I apprehend,  lawfully  part  with  the  records  belonging  to  his 
jurisdiction  Here,  then,  is  another  point  upon  which  the  commission  is  defective 
and  the  defect  cannot  be  supplied  but  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

1027.  Have  you  any  thing  further  to  add  with  regard  to  your  examination  on 
previous  occasions.?— There  are  two  or  three  important,  although  not  very  lomr 
matters,  upon  which  I have  to  add  to  or  correct  my  evidence  of  Monday  ; first 
as  regards  Mr.  Caley  s private  indexes ; I stated  that  I had  no  recollection  of 
navmg  brought  the  subject  of  the  purchase  before  the  commissioners  : I find  now 
fcse  were  minutely  examined  by  Mr.  Cole,  who  advised,  indeed, 

mat  they  should  be  purchased  for  public  use,  but  not  at  any  sum  exceeding  1201 
„„  proP°seJ  Purchase  was  discussed  at  the  board  of  the  17th  of  May  I8°34,  as 
E'rt  I*  flowing  entry:  “The  late  Mr.  Caley’s  private  indexes  to  the 
indexes  GfMh  ^gmentation.  °ffice  produced  ; some  papers  respecting  these 
the Tecremf  be  willing  to  accept  1 20  l.  for  these  indexes,  ordered  that 

u J Tnte  -°  TreasurJ  t0  recommend  that  that  sum  be  given.”  Tile 
P p rs  alluded  to  m that  entry  were  probably  some  letters  and  statements  of 
; perhaps  there  was  amongst  them  a letter,  in  which,  as  I collect  from  the 
jk  • , W1  ?°  f e’  rt  'Tas  alleged  such  indexes  were  made  at  the  board’s  expense. 

MowiL  ,the  i ter’,Vt  slSU,be  Prodaoed,  At  all  events,  it  seems  from  the 
Mr  Coif  ettn"  f^,  Hodson>  tbe  solicitor  of  Mr.  Caley’s  executrix,  that 
siven  Mwas  d“lded,y  °f  opinion,  that  no  greater  sum  than  1201.  should  be 
B v,  Mr'  Hodsons  letter  ls  addressed  to  the  secretary,  and  is  to  this  effect': 

I “ Mr, 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  “ Mr.  Cole  having  again  yesterday  examined  the  indexes,  in  company  with  a gen- 
March  1 8 6 tleman,  whom  he  represented  as  a very  competent  judge,  and  stated  he  could  not 
4 i aicn  i 3 . recommenc|  any  advance  of  prices  upon  120/.,  before  named  by  him,  and  that  no 
more  would  be  given  for  the  indexes,  I informed  him  that  that  sum  would  not 
be  accepted,  and,  consequently,  further  negotiation  was  at  an  end.  Having  com- 
municated  with  you  on  this  subject,  I deem  it  right  to  apprize  you  of  what  has 
passed,  and  to  add,  Miss  Caley  will  not  regret  she  is  now  left  at  liberty  to  treat 
with  other  parties  for  the  indexes.  She  would  have  made  a sacrifice  upon  the 
value  of  the  indexes  in  order  that  the  office  might  have  had  them.  As  the  board 
declines  to  meet  her  views,  she  will,  of  course,  turn  them  to  the  most  advantage 
for  her  late  brother’s  estate.” — The  second  point  is,  as  regards  the  right  of 
Mr.  Caley  to  those  indexes.  The  existence  of  private  indexes  in  the  different 
offices  is  repeatedly  noticed  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1800.  The 
following  passage  in  that  Report  will  probably  relieve  the  Committee  from  all 
difficulty  as  to  the  point  to  which  many  of  the  questions  put  to  me  on  Monday 
were  directed.  The  Committee  of  1800,  in  speaking  of  the  palendars  and  indexes, 
say  this : “ Those  that  are  the  private  property  of  officers  should  be  purchased 
for  the  public  use,  and  appropriated  to  the  office.  Of  this  description,  the  keeper 
of  the  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  has  not  fewer  than  50,  the  greater  part  of 
which  were  purchased  from  his  predecessor’s  representatives ; they  relate  to  the 
Patent,  Close  and  Fine  Rolls.  The  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation 
Office  has  several  indexes,  which  he  also  claims  to  be  his  private  property ; and 
the  present  secondary  and  clerk  of  the  rolls,  in  the  Crown  Office  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  have,  as  their  private  property,  several  indexes  connected  with  the 
records  of  that  office,  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of 
the  officer  for  the  time  being.”  Now,  Mr.  Caley  was  in  1800  the  keeper  of  the 
records  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  although  not  of  the  Chapter  House ; and  I 
have  very  little  doubt  it  will  turn  out,  upon  investigation,  that  the  indexes  sold, 
together  with  his  books,  were  for  the  most  part  the  identical  indexes  here  men- 
tioned, and  compiled  by  him,  if  at  all,  when  a very  young  man.  He  received  the 
appointment  from  the  present  Lord  William  Bentinck,  as  clerk  of  the  Pipe,  about  the 
year  1787. — The  third  point  was  as  to  the  clerks  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  Office,  when 
they  have  occasion  to  copy  inquisitions  post  mortem , cutting  them  out  of  the  books 
in  which  they  have  been  bound.  I have  received  a short  statement  from  Mr. 
Palmer,  which  satisfactorily  explains  this  matter,  and  also  affords  information 
upon  some  other  parts  of  my  examination.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Palmer  is 
this: — “Inquisitions  post  mortem  have  always  been  arrranged  in  chronological 
order.”  [I  thought  it  could  not  be  otherwise.]  “ In  repairing  them,  when  the 
work  has  required  it,  the  same  have  been  strengthened  by  pasting  thereon  an 
additional  piece  of  parchment,  and  such  additional  piece  of  parchment  is  pasted 
on  the  guard  for  binding,  in  order  to  allow  of  taking  the  inquisition  out  of  the 
book  when  required  to  be  copied.  It  is  afterwards  replaced  without  the  slightest 
injury.” — I have  examined  the  books  themselves,  and  satisfied  myself  that  that  was 
the  mode,  and  a very  convenient  mode  it  is.  This  has  probably  given  rise  to  the 
report  of  the  cutting  out  of  the  inquisitions.  Then  Mr.  Palmer  says,  “ one  man 
was  employed  in  repairing  until  the  spring  of  1833  ; since  then  two  men,  or  a 
man  and  a boy,  but  with  frequent  interruptions,  to  assist  in  the  Augmentation 
Office,  particularly  after  the  fire  at  Westminster.  The  inquisitions  repaired 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years  require  to  be  pasted  on  a guard  before  they  can 
be  bound  ; there  are  between  forty  and  fifty  volumes.  The  Returns  to  Parliament 
have  been  repaired  and  bound  to  the  28th  of  Elizabeth  inclusive.  The  surveys 
of  church  livings  during  the  Usurpation  have  been  done  in  the  like  manner. 
The  Privy  Seal  and  sign  bills  are  kept  in  large  bundles ; but  as  many  of  the 
bundles  contain  several  years  mixed,  with  little  regard  to  date,  and  some 
few  instruments  were  known  not  to  be  enrolled  : an  assortment  of  them  was 
commenced  under  the  direction  of  the  board,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
what  were  not  on  the  roll,  and  rendering  the  rest  more  accessible  when 
necessary  to  refer  to  them  ; and  the  first  and  second  of  Henry  VII.  had  been 
partly  done.  The  miscellaneous  rolls  are  very  rarely  resorted  to this  is  Mr. 
Palmer’s  statement.  A member  of  the  Committee  will  remember  the  miscellaneous 
rolls.  They  are  in  tne  locker  that  served  for  seats  in  the  chapel.  There  are  very 
few  of  them. — The  last  point  was,  as  to  the  allegation  that  the  late  Mr.  Caley  had 

cut  the  seals  off  from  the  charters  or  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  Upon 

* 
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this  I have  interrogated  Mr.  Charles  Gay,  and  he  said,  in  reply  to  the  question 
whether  any  seals  have  been  out  off  the  charters,  that  the  charters  are  bound  up 
in  twenty-four  volumes,  which  were  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  office;  some 
from  sacks,  with  labels  endorsed  ‘ Rubbish,  and  other  useless  papers,’  but  those 
at  the  time  of  finding  them  had  no  seals  on  them.  The  principal  part  of  them 
were  found  by  himself.”  In  answer  to  a question,  whether  he  was  aware  of  Mr. 
Caley  having  cut  off  any  seals  from  any  other  species  of  records  than  the  charters' 
he  said  “ yes,  he  cut  off,  I believe,  about  fifty  from  the  conventual  leases.”  Then  I 
asked  him  why  Mr.  Caley  cut  them  off?  He  replied,  “ because  some  of  them  were 
scarce  monastic  seals,  and  some  of  them  very  fine  ones,  Those  records  the 
conventual  leases,  were  being  made  into  a volume  for  binding,  and  the  seals ’were 
cut  off  by  Mr.  Caley,  in  order  to  prevent  their  being  damaged  or  lost.”  1 further 
inquired  what  had  become  of  the-seals  so  cut  off?  and  he  informed  me,  they  are 
now  in  the  office  in  boxes,  with  the  numbers,  in  Mr.  Caley’s  hand-writing  from 
where  he  took  them.  A few  others,-  Mr.  Gay  added,  were  loose,  and  are  now 
also  in  the  boxes.  I further  interrogated  him,  as  to  whether  the  whole  of  the 
seals  so  cut  off,  or  which  have  been  found  loose,  were  now  in  the  office?  he 
stated,  that  they  are.  Lastly,  I asked  him  if  Mr.  Caley  had  cut  off  the  seals 
from  any  other  species  of  records?  when  he  said,  he  never  knew  that  he  did. 

roes.  Did  you  understand  from  Mr.  Gay  in  that  examination  that  he  was 
present  when  the  seals  were  cut  off?  —I  did  not  ask  him  that  question. 

1029.  It  was  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Caley  wishing  to  bind  the  records  in 
books,  and  adopt  a mode  of  preservation  that  would  destroy  the  seals  he  cut  them 
off?-— Yes,  just  so.  I recollect  seeing  the  seals  in  the  boxes,  with  Mr.  Caley’s 
hand-writing  upon  labels  pasted  on  the  covers.  He  was-  a great  amateur 
of  ancient  seals,  and  had  a large  collection  of  impressions  of  seals  that  were  sold 
with  his  books  and  manuscripts,  and  produced  a considerable  sum.  He  no 
doubt  cut  off  the  seals  in  question  from  a fear  they  might  be  injured  in  binding. 

1030.  Did  Mr.  Gay  mention  when  they  were  cut  off  ? — I did  not  inquire. 

1031 . Mr.  Caley  was  then  in  the  employ  of  the  board  ?— No  doubt  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  old  board.  The  seals  must  have  been  cut  off  within  the  last 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  but  I put  no  question  to  Mr.  Gay  as  to  the  time.  There 
js  another  point  that  has  occurred  to  me  since  I have  been  in  the  room,  and 
which  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  now.  I was  examined  as  to  the  right  of  the 
keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  to  insist  upon  a party  taking  a>  copy  of 
the  whole  of  the  record,  unless  the  portion  of  the  copy  taken  amounts  to  a certain 
sum;  in  other  words,  as  to  the  right  of  an  applicant  to  insist  upon  having  a copv 
ot  a parcel  of  a record,  paying-  a fee  according-  to  the  length. 

1032.  Have  you  seen  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hewlett  upon  that  subject  ?— I have 
not;  1 should  like  to  see  it.  I was  going  to  state  to  the  Committee, -that  a case 
was  some  time  ago,  in  March  1835,  laid  before  me  by  Mr.  Charles  Devon  of  the 
Chapter  House,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  keeper  of  the  records  at  the 
Rolls  Chapel  to  let  him  take  a copy  of  or  make  an  examination  of  a parcel  of  a 
record,  paying-  a fee  proportionally  to  the  length. 

1033  Mr.  Charles  miters.]  He  did  not  refuse  to  let  him  take  a copy  of  a 
parcel,  but  he  refused  without  taking  a copy  of  the  whole?— Yes,  without  payinir 
he  same  amount  of  fees  as  if  a copy  of  the  whole  record  had  been  taken 
Upon  that  case  of  Mr.  Devon’s,  I find  that  I gave  an  opinion,  of  which  I 
happen  to  have  a copy  here  amongst  my  papers,  and  with  the  permission  of  the 
Committee  I will  read  it : — “ I think  the  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Rolls 
Uhapelis  bound  to  permit  the  examination  of  a parcel  of  a record,  in  order  that 
it  may  be  given  in  evidence  in  the  courts  of  common  law,  the  usual  fee  for  such 
parcel  being  paid  or  tendered.  There  is  no  order  of  the  court  that  I can  discover 
which  justifies  him  in  insisting  on  the  party  paying  the  fees  as  for  the  whole 
record,  in  a case  where  an  exemplification  is  required,  it  is  true  the  whole 
must  in  general  be  exemplified,  but  for  no  other  reason  than  that,  if  it  is  to  be 
used  in  evidence,  a part  would  seldom  be  of  any  use,  as  the  construction  must  be 

th!  ?ntire™rd>,  even  in  the  case  of  an  exemplification,  the 
atute  cited  (a  statute  of  Elizabeth)  authorizes  the  party  to  claim  a partial  ex- 
emplihcation  if  it  will  equally  serve  his  purpose,  and,  independent  of  the  statute, 

J snould  say  that  the  officer  cannot  insist  upon  the  entire  record  being  exemplified 
m order  only  to  increase  his  own  emoluments.” 

'm-Mv.  Jervis.]  Was  that  in  March  1835?— Yes;  I was  then  requested  to 
1 2 advise 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  advise  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  ; and  upon  that  point  I added,  “ I think  the 

proper  course  to  be  taken  will  be  to  present  a petition  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 

4 March  1836.  and  not  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  the  partial 
examination  is  demanded  and  refused,  showing  the  absence  of  any  order  or  table  of 
fees  justifying  the  Rolls  Chapel  practice,  and  stating  the  very  different  practice  at  the 
Tower  and  the  other  principal  record  offices  The  petition  must  be  supported  by  affi- 
davit, and  served  upon  Mr.  Leach  ; but  before  it  is  presented,  considering  the 
office  I hold  ” (I  was  alluding  to  my  being  secretary  to  the  record  commission) 
“ I must  beg  Mr.  Devon  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Leach  what  is  my  opinion  upon 
the  matter,  and  the  course  I have  advised.”  Now  that  opinion  was  communicated 
to  Mr.  Leach,  and  an  examination  of  the  parcel  was  permitted. 

1035.  Have  you  long  entertained  this  opinion? — I was  never  called  upon  to 
look  into  the  point  before. 

1036.  You  have  heard  complaints  before  ? — I have  often  heard  complaints;  but 
no  specific  case  of  grievance  was  ever  before  brought  to  my  attention. 

1037.  You  had  never  looked  into  it? — I had  never  any  occasion  to  do  so. 

1038.  When  you  did  have  occasion  to  examine  it,  and  have  formed  that  opi- 
nion, and  intimated  that  opinion,  they  acquiesced  in  it  ? — Mr.  Devon,  I believe, 
communicated  my  opinion  to  Mr.  Leach. 

1039.  -^n<i  R was  acquiesced  in  at  once? — I understood  from  Mr.  Devon  lie 
obtained  the  partial  examination. 

1 040.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.~\  Do  you  remember  upon  what  terms  the  keeper 
allowed  parcel  to  be  taken  ? — Upon  the  payment  of  the  ordinary-  fees,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  length  of  the  record  examined. 

1041.  Stating  that  it  was  allowed  in  this  case,  but  he  did  not  make  it  a prece- 
dent ? — That  may  have  been  the  case ; but  it  was  not  communicated  to  me  that  I 
recollect. 

1042.  Mr.  Jervis."]  Do  you  know  the  course  as  to  charging  fees  ; do  they  con- 
tract for  so  much  upon  looking  at  the  record,  saying  the  whole  copy  will  cost  so 
much,  and  we  will  let  you  have  a copy  of  a part,  or  do  they  charge  so  much 
a folio  ? — I am  not  practically  acquainted  with  the  course  of  business  between 
solicitors  and  the  record  office  keeper.  In  1832  and  1833  I had  occasion  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  the  fees  in  the  different  offices,  and  I was  satisfied  that  in 
general  the  fees  are  reasonable,  I mean  the  legal  fees.  I had  formerly  from 
pamphlets  and  reports  received  a different  impression  upon  the  subject. 

1043.  The  Chairman .]  We  finished  the  Augmentation  Office  upon  vour  last 
examination? — I believe  so. 

1044.  Who  is  the  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Tower? — Mr.  Petrie. 

1045.  He  is  also  a sub-commissioner? — He  was  a sub-commissioner  upon  the 
materials  for  the  History  of  Britain — the  National  Historian. 

1046.  The  collection  of  those  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  is,  I believe, 
a matter  not  within  the  province  of  the  commission  ; it  is  under  the  commission, 
but  intrusted  to  it  by  a particular  vote  of  The  House  of  Commons  ? — The  compila- 
tion and  publication  of  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  is  intrusted  to 
the  present  board  by  virtue  of  a letter  addressed  to  the  commissioners  by  Lord 
Melbourne,  whilst  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

1047.  This  work  has  been  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Petrie? — It  was. 

1048.  He  has  been  a sub-commissioner  for  the  superintendence  of  that  alone? 
— He  used  to  style  himself  the  principal  sub-commissioner  for  the  cpmpilation  and 
publication  of  that  work. 

1 049.  Has  he  any  authority  from  the  commission  for  doing  any  other  work  of 
a sub-commissioner  besides  that? — He  has  not. 

1050.  What  persons  has  the  record  commission  in  its  employment  at  the 
Tower  at  the  present  time? — At  present  there  are  three  persons  at  the  Tower 
who  are  in  the  immediate  employ  of  the  board,  Mr.  Joseph  Stevenson,  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Bond ; the  two  last  are  Mr.  Stevenson’s  clerks. 

1051.  Upon  what  are  they  engaged? — They  are  engaged  in  sorting,  arranging, 
calendaring  and  transcribing  the  miscellaneous  unarranged  records  in  that  reposi- 
tory : I can  hand  in  an  outline  or  summary  of  the  whole  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
operations  since  he  has  been  employed  there,  from  August  1834,  and  at  the  same 
time  copies  of  the  quarterly  reports  which  he  has  made  to  the  board,  and  which, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  do  him  great  credit. — [The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same. ] 

1052.  Is  Mr.  Stevenson  a sub -commissioner  ?— -He  is  not. 

1053.  What 
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10,53.  What  is  • — He  is  tlie  superintendent  of  the  operation  which  I have 

described. 

1054.  Is  he  a clerk  ? — No,  he  has  two  clerks  under  him. 

1055-  He  does  not^  fall  within  any  of  the  categories  you  specified  the  other  day 
in  your  classification  ? — I class  him  with  the  editors  ; he  is  compiling  with  a view 
to  publication  by  himself. 

1056*  He  is  also  intrusted  with  the  business  of  arranging  some  of  the  records 
at  the  Tower? — It  is  an  object  of  the  commission  to  have  calendars  framed  and 
printed  of  the  miscellaneous  records  at  the  Tower.  This  work  is  intrusted  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  and,  as  a step  towards  the  performance  of  it,  it  is  requisite  for 
him  to  sort  and  arrange  the  records  ; he  is  directed  also  to  transcribe  certain  of 
the  most  curious  for  printing. 

1057.  You  mean  that  that  arrangement  is  entirely  subordinate  to  editing  the 
particular  works,  or  that  he  is  generally  intrusted  with  the  arranging  and  calen- 
daring in  the  Tower  ?— It  is  part  of  his  duty  to  sort,  arrange  and  calendar  the 
whole  of  the  miscellaneous  records. 

1058.  Without  any  reference  to  printing  ?— Yes,  without  any  reference  to  the 
printing  of  the  whole  of  such  records  'in  extenso ; but  he  has  received  instructions 
in  the  course  of  framing  his  calendar  to  select  those  records  which  may  be  deemed 
worthy  of  being  printed  entire,  and  to  notice  them  briefly  only  in  the  calendar  as 
documents  that  will  be  printed  at  length.  Records  which  it  may  not  be  thought 
advisable  to  publish  entire  will  be  more  fully  abstracted  in  the  calendars,  and 
especially  all  names  of  places  and  persons  given. 

1059.  He  is  not  a sub-commissioner? — He  is  not  a sub-commissioner. 

1060.  There  is  a large  quantity  of  room  at  the  Tower  devoted  to  keeping  the 
records,  is  there  not? — The  Wakefield  Tower  and  the  White  Tower,  or,  as  it  is 
generally  called,  Caesar’s  Chapel ; there  is  very  great  space  in  Caesar’s  Chapel. 

1061 . Is  there  any  complaint  against  the  buildings  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose in  the  Tower  ? — The  board  has  had  occasion  more  than  once  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  a complaint  of  veiy  long  standing : when  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  Cottonian  Library  made  their  Report  in  1732,  stores  of  gun- 
powder, belonging  to  the  office  of  Ordnance,  were  kept  beneath  Ceesar’s  Chapel, 
and  there  is  still  a magazine  of  gunpowder  in  the  same  spot.  In  1832,  the 
board  addressed  a letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  as  constable  of  the  Tower, 
suggesting  the  removal  of  the  gunpowder,  when  his  Grace  replied  in  lan- 

y guage  that  the  Committee  will  think  was  rather  that  of  a soldier  than  of  an 
archivist,  that  if  the  commissioners  on  the  public  records  should  think  that  the 
gunpowder  was  exposed  to  any  danger,  they  should  apply  to  the  Master  General 
of  the  Ordnance.  In  consequence,  a letter  was  written  to  the  Master  General  of 
the  Ordnance,  signifying  the  wish  of  the  board  that  orders  should  be  immediately 
given  for  the  removal  of  the  gunpowder  from  the  magazine  under  the  White 
Tower ; and,  in  reply,  a very  elaborate  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Byham,  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  suggesting,  on  the  part  of  the  master  and 
that  board,  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  records  should  be  removed 
rather  than  the  ammunition.  I will  produce  a copy  of  Mr.  Byham’s  letter  on  'a 
future  occasion. 

1062.  Is  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Tower  good? — The  records  in 
the  Tower  are  well  arranged,  with  the  exception  of  the  miscellaneous  records, 
and,  perhaps,  some  records  or  papers  recently  removed  thither. 

1063.  What  quantity  of  miscellaneous  records  are  there? — The  Committee 
will,  I believe,  find  in  Mr.  Stevenson’s  Quarterly  Reports  full  information  on  that 
subject 

1064.  Is  it  not  a subject  of  complaint,  that  the  record  depositories  at  the 
Tower  have  been  burthened  with  keeping  a quantity  of  papers  that  cannot  pro- 
perly be  called  public  records,  and  that  the  room  in  the  building  is  inconveniently 
taken  up  with  those  ?--I  do  not  think  there  is  any  foundation  for  any  complaint 
of  that  kind,  as  there  is  so  much  space  in  that  repository. 

1065.  For  instance,  is  not  one  of  the  staircases  blocked  up  with  Admiralty 
records?-  Some  Admiralty  papers,  I believe,  have  been  lately  transferred  to  the. 
lower,  and  are  perhaps  those  which  it  is  suggested  have  been  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint. They  are  placed  in  recesses  in  the  wall,  not  of  the  staircase,  but  of  the 
passage  round  C cesar’s  Chapel. 

1066.  Those  are  not  at  all  arranged  ? — I apprehend  not. 

°*33-  13  1067.  Has 
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G.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  1067.  Has  the  Commission  made  any  progress  in  arranging  the  unarranged 
4 March  iS^6.  records  at  the  Tower? — The  Commission  has  made  considerable  progress,  as  will 
appear  by  Mr.  Stevenson’s  Reports.  Previously  to  Mr.  Stevenson  being  engaged 
at  the  Tower,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  by  an  order  of  the  board,  dated  on  the 
2d  of  March  ] 833,  was  directed  and  empowered  to  examine,  sort  and  arrange  the 
miscellaneous  unsorted  and  uncalendared  records  and  documents  in  the  Record 
Office  in  the  Tower,  and  to  make  calendars  thereof,  and  he,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  secretary,  was  authorized  to  employ  such  assistants  as  might  be  advisable- 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  a complete  and  satisfactory  execution  of  that  order 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  proceed  regularly  through  all 
the  different  presses,  closets,  lockers,  drawers,  and  other  receptacles  in  the  Record 
Office;  and  Mr.  Petrie  was  to  be  requested  to  grant  every  facility  to  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave,  to  enable  him  to  effect  such  examination  and  arrangement.  It  appears 
from  a minute  of  the  board,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  commissioners 
that  the  calendars  so  to  be  framed  should  not  only  afford  full  and  correct  references 
to  the  records,  but  that  if  they  should  be  printed,  they  should  form  readable  and 
useful  books.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  commenced  operations  under  this  order ; but 
he  continued  them  for  only  about  twelve  months,  when  he  was  appointed  keeper 
of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House.  Mr.  Stevenson  thereupon  took  up  the  work, 
and  has  continued  it  to  the  present  time.  The  progress  made  previously  to 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  appointment  will  appear  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Reports  to  the 
board. 

1068.  Mr.  Stevenson  states  in  this  Report,  there  are  no  longer  any  un- 
sorted documents  in  the  Tower.  What  do  you  conceive  he  means  by  unsorted; 
you  do  not  apprehend  he  means  a perfect  arrangement? — No,  that  he  has  sorted 
them  into  classes  only.  I do  not  believe  that  all  are  arranged  chronologically. 

1069.  How  long  do  you  think  it  will  take,  at  the  present  rate  of  doing  it,  to  com- 
plete the  proper  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Tower? — I have  already  stated 
the  only  unarranged  records  to  be  the  miscellaneous  records.  I think  Mr.  Steven- 
son first  of  all  calculated  that  it  would  take  about  two  or  three  years ; but  in  a late 
Report  he  has,  unless  I deceive  myself,  stated  this  estimate  to  be  erroneous.  The 
miscellaneous  records  have  turned  out  to  be  more  numerous  than  he  expected. 

1 070.  A proportion  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  time  is  or  will  soon  be  taken  up  in 
editing  some  work  for  the  commissioners? — The  calendar  will  not  be  printed 
until  such  time  as  the  work  of  arranging  is  finished. 

1071.  Are  there  good  calendars  to  the  whole  of  the  records  in  the  Tower?— 
Oh,  no. 

1072.  Have  any  been  made  by  the  present  commission  ? — No  calendars  have 
been  made  of  the  records  at  the  Tower  by  the  present  commissioners;  the  framing 
of  calendars  to  the  records  at  the  Tower  is  a part  of  the  duty  to  be.  performed 
by  the  keeper  and  his  clerks,  all  of  whom  receive  salaries  from  the  Treasury,  when 
not  engaged  in  making  searches  or  office  copies  for  the  public ; and  an  annual 
report  is  made  by  Mr.  Petrie  to  the  board  of  the  progress  effected  in  this  work. 

I produce  to  the  Committee,  as  a specimen  of  such  reports,  Mr.  Petrie’s  last  Annual 
Report,  from  March  1834  to  March  1835  [delivering  in  the  same] ; in  that  he 
states  progress  continues  to  be  made  in  filling  up  and  completing  the  calendars  to 
the  Charter  Rolls,  in  forming  a complete  calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls,  and  in 
making  a calendar  to  the  Fine  Rolls,  and  in  the  reparation  and  improved  arrange^ 
ment  of  the  inquisitions  post  mortem. 

1 073.  All  this  calendaring  and  making  indexes  at  the  Tower  is  carried  on  inde* 
pendently  of  the  board '! — It  is,  as  regards  all  the  records,  except  the  misceb 
laneous  unsorted  records.  I stated  the  other  day,  that  the  board  offered  assist- 
ance only  where,  from  some  peculiarity  in  the  records,  or  the  office,  such  assistance 
appeared  requisite  to  preserve  the  records,  or  to  render  them  available  for  historical, 
a.ntiquarian,  legal  or  literary  purposes,  and  such  assistance  could  be  given  out  of  the 
limited  funds  which  the  board  has  at  its  disposal.  It  would  be  vain  for  the  commis* 
sioners  to  undertake  to  calendar  or  index  all  the  long  series  of  rolls  at  the  Tower: 
they  have  therefore  directed  their  attention  to  the  class  of  miscellaneous  records, 
knowing  that,  unlike  the  Charter,  and  Patent,  and  Close  and  Fine  Rolls,  and  other 
records  of  that  description,  they  are  little  or  not  at  all  resorted  to  by  the  public ; 
and  the  consequence  is,  that,  producing  no  emoluments  to  the  keepers  and  their 
clerks,  they  have  remained  unsorted  and  unarranged,  although  amongst  them  are 
documents  of  great  value  to  the  history  and  literature  of  the  country.  It  is  here 
that  the  commissioners  have  thought  that  their  assistance  was  required,  and  that 
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it  might  be  usefully  given  without  interfering  with  the  execution  of  the  other 
measures  contemplated  by  the  Commons  Report  of  1800. 

1074-  When  you  say  that  the  commission  does  this  only  when  assistance  is 
required,  do  you  mean  it  does  it  only  on  the  application  of  the  keepers  for  assist- 
ance, or  that  it  does  it  when  it  thinks  it  is  necessary  that  calendars  should  be 
made  in  order  to  render  the  documents  accessible  to  the  public  ? — The  opera- 
tion of  sorting,  arranging  and  calendaring  the  miscellaneous  records  at  the  Tower 
solely  originated  with  the  board.  No  application  was  ever  made  by  the  keeper 
of  the  records  upon  the  subject.  r 

1075.  What  are  the  Committee  to  understand  is  the  reason  that,  as  there  is  a 

quantity  of  records  to  which  the  keeper  of  the  Tower  has  not  thought  proper  to 
make  calendars,  and  that  are  in  want  of  calendars,  that  the  commission  have 
done  nothing  towards  making  them  ?— At  no  period  have  the  funds  granted  by 
Parliament  been  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  J 

1076.  You  mean,  considering  all  the  other  expenses  to  which  the  commission 
has  gone,  the  funds  are  not  sufficient?— I mean  that  to  complete  the  Tower 
calendars  to  one  particular  species  of  records  alone,  namely,  the  Patent  Rolls  from 
the  reign  of  Henry  III.  down  to  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  where  the  Tower 
series  ends,  and  that  of  the  Rolls  Chapel  commences,  it  would  take  5,000/. 
I have  little  doubt  that  it  would  take  100,000/.  to  complete  the  calendars  to  the 
records  kept  at  the  Tower  of  London,  including'  the  Chancery  proceedings. 

1077.  Have  you  got  any  estimate  upon  which  that  was  made?— No,*  I have 
not.  I made  a rough  estimate  for  my  own  satisfaction  two  or  three  years  ago, 
which  convinced  me  that  it  was  useless  for  the  board  to  attempt  to  form  calendars 
and  indexes  to  the  records  even  in  the  principal  offices. 

1078.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.']  From  the  experience  you  have  had,  from  the  time 
it  has  already  taken  and  the  expense  already  incurred,  are  you  still  of  opinion  it 
would  take  100,000  /.  to  complete  it  ?— I believe  it  would  take  some  such  sum  to 
make  calendars  to  the  records  at  the  Tower  alone,  some  of  which,  except  the 
Chancery  proceedings,  come  down  to  a later  period  than  the  end  of  the  rei<m  of 
Edward  IV.  My  belief  is  founded  upon  Reports  and  Returns;  I findt  for 
instance,  from  those  Reports  and  Returns,  that  it  will  take  the  whole  time  of  one 
clerk  during  two  years  to  calendar  a particular  series  of  rolls  for  a period  of 
20  years  ; call  the  clerk’s  salary  250/.  a year,  here  is  an  expense  then  of  500/. 
for  calendaring  one  species  of  record,  for  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  time  that  the 
present  calendars  are  defective. 

1079.  It  is  upon  those  data  you  came  to  the  conclusion  ?— Yes,  it  is  upon  such 

data  as  those.  r 


i°8°.  Th e Chairman^  How  many  clerks  are  altogether  employed  in  the  Record 
Office  at  the  Tower  r— There  is  the  keeper  and  three  clerks,  who  are  independent 
of  the  board  ; they  are  paid  by  the  Treasury. 

1081.  Would  there  not  be  sufficient  work  and  employment  for  double  or  treble 
that  number  of  clerks  to  complete  the  calendaring  of  the  records  of  the  Tower 
m any  reasonable  and  competent  time  ?— For  far  more  than  that  number;  if  the 
Commmee  will  permit,  I will  state  what  records  and  what  portions  of  the  records 
ot  the  lower  have  calendars  or  indexes  either  complete  or  imperfect.  I will 
begm  by  the  Charter  Rolls.  The  calendars  of  the  Charter  Rolls  are  filled  up 
and  corrected  only  to  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  ; the  calendars  of 
the  Patent  Rolls  have  been  carried  on  only  to  the  38th  of  Henry  III.  ; of  the  Close 
Kolls  there  is  no  calendar  after  the  reign  of  John ; of  the  Fine  Rolls  there  is 
only  a calendar  for  the  first  10  years  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III. ; of  the  Liberate 
Kolls  there  is  only  a calendar  for  the  reign  of  John ; of  the  Re  Disseisin  Rolls 
there  are  no  calendars  or  indexes  at  all ; of  the  Perambulation  Rolls  there  is  only 
an  index  locorum ; of  the  Extracts  Donationum  there  are  no  calendars  or  indexes ; 
ot  the  AJmam  Rolls  there  is  a very  defective  old  calendar;  of  the  French  Rolls 
ieie  are  two  calendars,  both  of  which,  however,  are  very  defective  ; one  has  been 
printed  by  Carte,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  the  worst  of  the  two;  of  the  Norman 
nous  there  is  only  a defective  calendar  (being  that  printed  by  Carte),  except  for 
li  i rf^n  °.v  01n  ; of  the  Gascon  Rolls  there  is  no  calendar,  excepting  that  pub- 
JT is  exceedingly  defective;  there  is  a very  brief  calendar 
?e  ^o  s ’ of  tlie  Welsh  Rolls  there  is  a very  defective  calendar 

L]nma  , y Ayloffe;  of.  the  Papal  Bulls  there  is  a brief  calendar,  also  printed  by 
y e , ot  the  Inquisitions  post  mortem  there  is  a defective  printed  catalogue ; 

^ present  commissioners  have  given  directions  that  what  is  wanting  in  it  may 
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be  supplied ; this  will  be  effected  by  Calendarium  Heeredum,  which  Mr.  Charles 
Roberts  is  engaged  in  compiling.  Then  of  the  Royal  Letters  and  State  Papers 
the  Subsidy  Rolls,  Scotch  Homage  Rolls,  Pardon  Rolls,  Privy  Seals,  Signet  Bills 
and  writs  of  various  descriptions  from  Edward  I.  to  Edward  IV.,  there  are  neither 
calendars  nor  indexes  at  all.  The  miscellaneous  rolls,  being  those  which  are  the 
least  likely  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  officers,  the  board  has  undertaken  to 
sort,  arrange  and  calendar ; these  records  may  be  described  as  illustrative  of  our 
history,  domestic  and  foreign,  under  the  following  heads : — Revenue,  Expendi- 
ture, Debts  and  Accounts  of  the  Crown,  New-years’  Gifts,  the  Royal  Household, 
Mint  and  Foreign  Bills  of  Exchange,  Military  and  Naval  affairs ; instruments 
relating  to  treaties,  truces,  and  infractions  of  peace,  chiefly  between  England  and 
France ; Mercantile  affairs,  Foreign  Possessions  of  the  Crown,  Proceedings  in  the 
Admiralty,  Military  and  other  Courts  of  the  great  Officers  of  the  Crown,  Par- 
dons, Protections,  Petitions,  &c.  Of  the  immense  mass  of  proceedings  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  Caesar’s  Chapel,  there  are  the  printed  catalogues  of 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  there  is  a manuscript  calendar  to  the  proceedings 
during  the  time  of  James  I.,  which  has  been  continued  through  a portion  of  the 
bundles  of  that  reign ; an  index  locorum  too  for  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  has  been 
carried  on  through  a part  of  the  bundles  for  that  reign.  When  the  Committee 
calls  to  mind  how  few  were  the  Chancery  suits  down  to  the  middle  of  the  17th 
century  in  comparison  of  those  since  instituted,  that  the  court  was  in  its  childhood 
until  the  beginning  of  the  18th  century,  and  that,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Returns 
and  Reports,  the  labour  of  two  persons  during  four  years  will  be  required  to 
complete  the  above-mentioned  calendar  for  the  reign  of  King  James  I.,  I say,  when 
the  Committee  sees  and  considers  all  this,  it  will  be  able  to  form  some  notion  of  the 
time  and  expenditure  that  would  be  necessary  to  effect  what  has  been  desired  by 
record  agents,  solicitors  and  others,  as  regards  calendars  and  indexes.  Besides 
the  above  records,  there  are  preserved  in  the  Tower  of  London  certain  Kino-’s 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas  records  and  placiti.  The  calendars  of  such  of  them 
as  have  been  arranged  alphabetically  in  counties  have  been  completed  to  the 
county  of  Middlesex.  To  the  remainder  there  is  only  a bad  index  locorum.  To 
the  Essoign  Rolls,  Plea  Rolls,  &c.  there  are  neither  calendars  nor  indexes. 

1082.  What  distinction  do  you  draw  between  a calendar  and  an  index 

A calendar  contains  an  abstract  of  each  document ; it  gives  you  the  names  of 
persons  and  places,  and  the  purport  of  the  document ; an  index  is  often  a mere 
list  of  documents ; when  it  goes  further,  it  merely  gives  you  the  names  of  persons 
and  places. 

1083.  This  large  expense,  which  you  have  calculated  upon  in  your  estimate, 
was  for  the  formation  of  calendars ; could  not  the  board,  at  a very  much  smaller 
expense,  comparatively  trifling,  have  formed  such  an  index  as  the  witnesses  that 
have  appeared  before  us,  professional  men  engaged  in  searches,  state  would  he 
most  desirable,  and  in  fact  are  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the  records  acces- 
sible?— I have  not  seen  any  part  of  that  evidence  ; I may  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  it  by-and-bye ; but  I apprehend  it  will  be  found  that  such  evidence  applies 
more  to  the  modern  than  to  the  ancient  records.  By  modern.  I mean  compara- 
tively modern  record.  If  there  be  wanting  indexes  to  them,  it  is  for  the  Judges 
of  the  four  Courts  of  Westminster  Hall  to  take  measures  for  supplying  them, 
rather  than  the  Record  Commissioners.  At  the  Rolls  Chapel  the  records  begin 
with  the  reign  of  Richard  III.,  and  calendars  and  indexes  to  those  records  exist; 
and  the  only  evil  is,  that  the  most  valuable  of  such  calendars  and  indexes  are 
in  private  hands,  and  the  fee  demanded  for  the  use  of  them  is  exorbitant. 

1084.  Even  supposing  that  such  an  enormous  expense  would  be  necessary  as 
you  have  stated,  in  order  to  make  complete  calendars  to  those  documents,  would 
it  not  be  desirable  to  make  indexes  at  a very  much  slighter  expense? — I imagine, 
not ; I should  be  sorry  to  see  an  attempt  to  index  the  early  rolls  at  the  Tower. 

1085.  Was  an  index  made  of  the  Close  Rolls  of  the  reign  of  John  to  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  ?-~The  Close  Rolls  for  the  reign  of  John 
and  for  a portion  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  have  been  printed  entire ; there  is  an 
index,  of  course,  to  the  printed  volume. 

1086.  Were  there  indexes  before  they  were  published  ? — Mr.  Petrie  some  time 
ago  framed  a calendar  of  all  the  records  of  the  reign  of  John,  and  of  course  the 
Close  Rolls  would  be  included  in  that  calendar. 

1087.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  correct  that  an  index  to  the  Close  Rolls  of 
the  reign  of  John,  and  to  the  eighth  year  of  the  rei<m  of  Henry  III.,  cost  only 

I007.  ? 
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loot?— To  the  printed  volume  containing  tlie  rolls  of  John,  and  eight  years  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  an  index  nominum  et  locorum  might  be  framed  for  a less 
sum  than  that. 

1088..  I mean  before  printing  ? — I am  not  aware  that  such  an  index  was  made 
before  the  volume  was  printed  ; but  no  one  who  has  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
subject  would  venture  to  recommend  that  even  calendars,  much  less  indexes  of 
those  ancient  records,  should  be  made.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  all  the  records ' 
of  the  reign  of  John,  and  almost  all  those  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III  ought  to  be 
published  entire.  It  would  cost  more  money  to  frame  calendars  or  indexes  to 
such  rolls  than  to  print  the  whole  record,  as  any  member  of  the  Committee  may 
easily  satisfy  himself  upon  opening  the  volumes  of  the  Close  Rolls  and  Patent 
Rolls,  which  have  lately  come  forth  under  the  authority  of  the  board 

1089.  Has  any  thing  been  expended  in  repairing  the  rolls  in  the  Tower?— Not 
by  the  commission,  that  I recollect. 

logo.  Has  any  thing  been  done  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  fees  there  ?— Nothing 
has  been  done,  nor  do  I conceive  that  any  thing-  was  necessary.  0 

,0p1-  Mli  TJfflMS.]  It  was  proposed  that  a committee  or  committees  should  be 
appointed,  to  inquire  mto  the  fees  of  the  several  officers,  clerks  and  other  minis- 
ters having  the  care,  custody  and  management  of  the  public  records  in  all  their 
several  departments,  and  into  the  salaries,  fees  and  other  emoluments  and  perqui- 
sites received  by  such  officers,  clerks,  ministers  and  other  persons,  and  also  into 
the  rules,  usages  and  regulations  of  the  several  record  offices  and  other  reposi- 
tories of  public  records  and  the  general  course  of  business  therein,  and  all  matters 
connected  therewith;  and  also  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  reforms  altera- 
tions, amendments  and  improvements  may  be  beneficially  introduced  therein  and 
more  especially  with  a view  to  tile  better  arrangement,  preservation  and’more 
convenient  use  of  the  papers  and  records,  and  how  such  reforms,  alterations 
arrangements  and  improvements  may  be  carried  into  effect.”  Will  you  inform  the 

Committee  whether  any  steps  were  taken  in  consequence  of  that  minute? The 

proposal  to  appoint  such  committee  or  committees  was  made  at  the  board  of  the 
30th  June  1832,  and  the  words  of  the  proposal  correspond  exactly  with  those  of 
that  clause  m the  new  commission,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  former 
commissions  and  which  Lord  Brougham  had  at  one  time  considered  an  important 
clause.  That  the  secretary  had  at  one  time  regarded  it  in  the  same  light  is  obvious 
Irom  many  passages  in  works,  printed  in  the  course  of  the  year  1832  • but  when 
it  was  contemp  ated  to  form  a committee  or  committees  for  the  several  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  question,  it  occurred  to  some  one,  I think  to  Lord  Brougham 
himself,  that  almost  all  the  most  material  objects  had  been  attained  by  the  Royal 
Commissions  issued  m the  year  1816  and  succeeding  years,  for  making  a diligent 
examination  of  the  duties,  salaries  and  emoluments  of  the  seyeral  officers  cfirks 
and  ministers  of  justice  m the  courts  of  Westminster  Hall,  to  which  the  record 
belong,  and  what  regulations  might  be  fit  to  be  established  respecting  the  duties, 
silanes  and  emoluments  of  the  said  several  officers,  clerks  and  ministers  of  justice’ 
Those  commissions  were  directed  to  Mr.  Campbell,  Accountant  General  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  Mr,  Alexander,  afterwards  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Mr.  Osgood,  Dr 
Adams,  Mr  Walton  Attorney-General  for  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  tnd  Mr 
l'Zer’th  ,M*t  ln  Chancery.  Upon  perusal  of  these  elaborate  Reports,  it  was 
lound,  that  they  not  only  contained  all  the  information  that  could  be  desired 
under  the  principal  heads  of  the  proposed  inquiry,  but  that  they  contained  various 
recommendatwns  as  to  the  duties,  salaries  and  emoluments  of  the  officers,  clerks 
and  other  ministers,  having  the  care  and  management  of  the  public  records  Upon 

fomioXSed  ffie“p  ‘ rright‘0.extract*0n  th<S  rePorts  of  these  commissioners, 

“ H t,  y called  the  Fee  Commissmners,  all  that  is  to  be  found  therein,  as  to  the 
establishments  of  Record  Offices,  searches,  copies,  fees,  &c. ; and  it  will  be  found 
printed  in  the  Agenda,  pages  105  to  157.  In  order,  too,  that  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners might  have  the  whole  of  this  important  subject  before  them,  extracts  were 
atthe  same  time  gwen  from  the  Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  as  to  the  Court 
lan  ri7q817l°8  'riPPen  f40*6”7*  ^Port  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
seanem  i ® d d * Rep0It  fr°m  the  Seleot  Reoord  Committee  1800.  At  sub- 
dS  hPZ  vecVa7  ffipapers  ™re, ‘^before  the  board,  showing  what  were  the 
iim  i menf  th  °fficerS>  “•?,  ^ Were  their  fes  “d  emoluments  in  early 
to  ¥18  and  f ahoe,Se  KPCLS  wlU  be  found  Printed  ™ the  Agenda,  as  at  pages  304 
extract  dpaBe481-  fbe  Committee  may  consult  also  pages  257  and  31 1.  These 
racts  and  papers  relate  to  all  the  principal  Record  Offices,  as  the  Chapter  House 
' K the 
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Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  and  the  Augmentation  Office.  Upon 

4 March  1836.  examining  these  extracts  and  papers,  it  became  apparent  to  the  board,  that  most  of 
the  matters  introduced  for  the  first  time  into  the  present  commission  had  been 
already  investigated  and  reported  upon,  and  they  thought  that  if  any  amelioration 
were  still  to  be  effected,  under  the  head  of  establishment  and  duties  of  office  and 
fees,  it  would  not  be  so  considerable  that  it  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  an  early  and 
separate  report.  Besides,  they  had  succeeded  in  opening  most  of  the  offices 
which  had  previously  been  inaccessible,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two, 
admission  had  been  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  literary  searches,  without  payment 
of  any  fee  whatever,  as  the  Reports  and  Returns  will  show.  Still,  as  many  com- 
plaints had  been  made  by  the  persons  called  record  agents,  it  was  thought  that 
something  might  be  done  before  the  general  report  to  facilitate  searches  in  the 
records  which  particularly  relate  to  title  to  tithes  and  other  property,  and  it' 
having  been  ordered  that  Mr.  Ker  and  the  secretary  should  confer  with  Mr. 
Illingworth 

1092.  That  was  before  this  Minute  was  made? — I do  hot  recollect  whether  it 
was  before  or  after ; but  we  were  to  consult  Mr.  Illingworth  as  to  the  state  of  the 
indexes  to  records  of  that  class,  and  the  mode  of  searching  the  same,  and  the  fees 
paid  for  searches.  The  object  was  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Illingworth,  whether,  in 
his  judgment,  it  was  possible  to  adopt  any  immediate  measures  to  cure  the  evils 
that  had  been  the  subject  of  complaint  in  this  department.  I think  this  was  some 
time  in  the  year  1832. 

1093.  No,  it  was  in  1831  ?— Well,  in  1831.  With  reference  to  this  particular 
kind  of  records,  it  was  still  thought  that  Mr.  Ker,  Mr.  Illingworth  and  myself, 
could  be  able  to  suggest  some  immediate  measure  that  would  give  satisfaction  to 
the  record  agents.  The  Legislature,  however,  took  a much  shorter  course  to 
remove  all  these  evils,  by  reforming  nearly  all  those  branches  of  the  law  which 
rendered  searches  frequent  and  burdensome.  The  Act  for  shortening  the  time 
required  in  Claims  of  Modus  Decimandi,  or  exemption  from  or  discharge  of  Tithes ; 
that  for' shortening  the  time  of  prescription  in  certain  cases,  as  Claims  of  right  of 
Common,  right  of  Way,  Watercourse,  Pews  and  Lights  ; and  the  important  Act  for 
Limitation  of  Actions  and  Suits  relating  to  Real  Property,  had  this  effect.  It  is  well 
known,  that  since  the  passing  of  these  statutes,  the  outcry  has  been,  that  there  is 
no  occasion  for  searches,  rather  than  that  there  is  a difficulty  in  making  of  them. 
These  Acts  have,  however,  only  diminished  the  frequency  of  resort  to  records  of  a 
particular  class.  But  there  is  another  Act, — I mean  that  for  the  reform  of  the 
Commons’  House  of  Parliament, — which  has  had  the  same  effect  on  other  classes, 
and  especially  some  of  those  preserved  at  the  Tower. 

1094.  Then  nothing  was  done  with  a view  to  the  better  arrangement  and  pre- 
servation of  the  records,  nor  were  any  reforms,  alterations,  amendments,  or  im- 
provements suggested? — Nothing  was  done,  and  nothing  was  suggested,  beyond 
what  I have  stated ; but  I do  not  say  that  nothing  was  to  be  done,  or  that  nothing 
was  to  be  suggested.  All  that  I have  stated  is,  that,  for  reasons  which  I need  not 
repeat,  the  board  did  not  consider  it  requisite  to  make  a premature  report  merely 
on  account  of  the  complaints  of  record  agents,  for  which  it  may  be  much  doubted 
whether  there  is  any  real  foundation,  or,  if  there  be,  whether  it  is  practicable  to  re- 
medy the  evils  exclaimed  against.  I have  already  informed  the'  Committee,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  appendix  to  the  general  Report  to  His  Majesty  will  be  found 
to  consist  of  Returns  made  by  the  keepers  of  offices  having  records  in  their  custody 
in  reply  to  the  twelve  questions  which  I have  more  than  once  mentioned  were 
transmitted  to  them  by  the  present  commissioners  in  1831  and  1832,  as  one  of 
their  first  acts  in  entering  upon  their  duties.  The  questions  were  framed  upon 
the  model  of  those  that  were  circulated  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1800,  with  two  or  three  heads  of  inquiry  in  addition  introduced  ; it  will 
be  found  that  they  were  framed  so  as  necessarily  to  draw  forth  a great  body  of  in- 
formation, not  only  concerning  the  different  kinds  of  documents  in  each  office,  and 
the  state  in  which  they  were,  but  concerning  the  duties  of  the  several  officers,  clerks, 
and  other  persons  employed  about  the  custody  of  the  same,  their  salaries,  fees, 
emoluments  and  perquisites,  and  the  usages  and  regulations  of  the  offices,  and 
the  Returns  will  be  found  to  contain  a great  body  of  such  kind  of  information  ac- 
cordingly. In  preparing  the  heads  of  the  Report,  those  proceedings  of  the  board 
will,  of  course,  form  a principal  topic,  and  it:  is  the  intention  of  the  board  that  it 

shall 
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shall  lead  to  notices  of  whatever  may  have  been  done  in  this  department  of  the 
duties  of  the  commissioners,  the  impediments  that  may  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  their  doing  more,  and  any  suggestions  that  the  commissioners  may  think  it 
proper  to  make  respecting  the  means  of  more  effectually  executing  His  Majesty’s 
intention  or  remarks  on  the  defects  or  advantages  of  the  old  or  new  part  of  the 
existing  regulations  of  the  offices. 

1095.  Has  that  report  been  drawn  up,  and  have  any  recommendations  to  that 
effect  been  made  by  the  commissioners  ?— The  report  has  not  been  drawn  up. 

1096.  Then  your  statement  amounts  to  this,  that  it  being  one  of  the  chief  ob- 
jects of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  management  of  the  offices, 
the  fees  and  other  matters  connected  with  them,  that  the  commission  in  the  first 
year  of  its  appointment  took  measures  to  obtain  information,  which  has  only  just 

reached  it,  and  that  it  has  adopted  no  recommendations  in  consequence  as  yet? 

My  statement  is,  that  soon  after  the  commission  issued,  circular  questions  were 
prepared  and  issued  to  different  record  offices,  libraries,  and  other  repositories, 
and  numbers  of  returns  were  obtained;  that  those  returns  were  some  time  in  the 
year  1 832  placed  in  the  hands  of  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Webster,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining,  digesting,  and  methodizing  them,  and  suggesting  topics  for 
further  inquiry,  and  especially  to  prepare  further  questions  in  all  cases  where,  on 
examination,  the  Lords’  Report  of  1719,  the  Commons’  Reports  of  1732  and  1800, 
and  the  indexes  of  Powell,  Strachey,  and  others  should  suggest  the  expediency  of 
further  inquiries.  Mr.  Webster  was  engaged  in  that  work  during  twelve  months, 
and  he  made  a report  upon  the  subject,  which  did  not  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
board,  and  Mr.  Webster  s further  services  were,  consequently,  dispensed  with. 

1097.  That  was  in  1833  P — It  was.  Mr.  Webster  was  engaged  on  the  work  I 
have  mentioned  for  twelve  months.  After  his  discharge,  the  mass  of  materials  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  when  the  same  were  transferred 
to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  who  made  a report  thereon  to  the  commissioners,  who, 
on  the  17th  May  1834,  ordered,  that  he  should  proceed  in  the  arrangement  of 
them,  and  should  draw  up  heads  of  the  proposed  report  to  the  King.  It  was 
afterwards  thought  advisable  that  the  commissioners  should  themselves &take  steps 
for  procuring  information  from  certain  repositories,  from  which  either  no  returns 
at  all  had  been  obtained,  or  such  as  had  been  received  were  partial  and  defective. 
Accordingly  exertions  were  used  for  this  purpose,  and  they  have  not  been 
unsuccessful. 

1098.  At  what  time  of  the  year  1832  did  Mr.  Webster  receive  these  returns, 
with  directions  to  make  a digest  of  them,  and  which  were  procured  in  consequence 
of  the  minute  of  the  board  of  the  20th  of  May  1831  ?— I do  not  recollect  at  what 
time  of  the  year  Mr.  Webster  received  them. ' 

1099.  As  the  board  ordered  such  minute  inquiries  to  be  made  on  the  20th  of 
May  1831,  how  does  it  happen  that  on  the  30th  of  June  1832  a similar  Minute 
was  made  ? — In  the  first  instance  the  questions  were  Only  sent  to  the  principal 
record  offices  of  the  metropolis ; the  board  subsequently  thought  it  advisable  to  send 
them  to  the  whole  of  the  offices,  libraries  and  repositories  in  England  and  Wales  to 
which  the  questions  had  been  sent  by  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1800.  Questions  were  also  framed  and  sent  to  the  town  clerks  of  all 
boroughs  in  England  and  Wales.  I do  not  recollect  the  subsequent  Minute. 

1100.  By  the  Minute  in  the  year  1831,  the  secretary  was  to  address  the  keepers 
of  repositories  of  public  records ; there  is  no  limitation ; why,  therefore,  was  a fresh 
order  issued  of  a similar  purport  to  the  first  ?— Without  an  examination  of  the 
Minute  alluded  to,  I can  give  no  other  explanation  than  I have  done. 

1101.  The  second  Returns  of  the  2d  of  June  1832  is  to  be  considered  as 
one  more  in  detail  ? — They  were,  as  I believe,  returns  from  different  offices  and 
repositories. 

1102.  And  minuter  accounts  ?— No,  the  same  species  of  Returns,  but  addressed 
to  different  offices  ; they  were  sent  to  all  offices  and  repositories  throughout  Eng- 
and  and  Wales,  and  to  all  the  small  record  offices  in  the  metropolis.  If  I were 
allowed  to  inspect  the  Minutes,  I could  remove  all  doubt  on  the  subject. 

, 11  °3-  Were  any  improvements  suggested  ? — None  have  been  yet  suggested, 
because  the  Returns  have  not  been  all  digested,  nor  the  heads  of  the  proposed 
report  laid  before  the  board. 

V l,04‘  ^ °n  November  the  17th,  1831,  it  isstated,  that  certain  officers  have 
een  and  still  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  records  home,  and  it  is  notorious  that, 
0,33-  k 2 from 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  from  those  and  other  means,  numbers  of  valuable  records  have  been  lost,  and  others 
March  18-16  publicly  sold  at  the  deaths  of  officers  as  their  private  property,  and  that  they  are  now 
found  in  the  hands  of  individuals  and  other  repositories  ; how  does  it  happen  that 
no  improvement  was  suggested  to  prevent  similar  occurrences  r — Inquiry  was  made 
upon  the  subject  of  that  statement ; the  statement  was  meant  to  apply  to  a parti- 
cular office,  that  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  was 
communicated  to  the  board;  but  I do  not  recollect  at  present  what  that 
result  was. 

1105.  By  a subsequent  Minute  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  previously  to  communicating  with  the  Lord  Chief  Baron;  did  any  commu- 
nication in  point  of  fact  take  place  ? — I made  inquiry  upon  the  subject ; but  I do 
not  remember  whether  I communicated  with  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  or  not. 

1 106.  The  Chairman.']  It  appears,  then,  that  the  commission  having,  immediately 
upon  its  appointment,  directed  its  attention  to  the  subject  of  fees,  that  the  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  is  hardly  in  the  hands  of  the  commission  at  the  present  moment, 
and  that  they  have  made  no  recommendation  to  His  Majesty  as  yet? — The  infor- 
mation is  in  the  hands  of  a sub-commissioner. 

1107.  It  is  not  the  hands  of  the  commission? — No,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
sub-commissioner,  who  has  been  directed  to  draw  up  heads  of  a report  containing 
suggestions  upon  the  subject. 

1108-9.  S°  that  the  commission  has  expended  nearly  five  years  in  obtaining  this 
information  ? — Five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  commission  was  issued. 

1110.  And  during  all  that  time  it  has  been  endeavouring  to  obtain  this  infor- 
mation, is  it  not  so? — A very  small  portion  of  the  time  has  been  spent  in  endea- 
vouring to  obtain  that  information. 

1111.  The  attempt  to  get  that  information  has  been  carried  on  for  the  space  of 
five  years? — Most  of  the  returns  were  obtained  in  the  years  1832  and  1833. 

1112.  Mr.  Hawes.]  But  how  does  it  happen,  that  since  1832  the  returns 
already  received  have  not  been  digested  and  laid  before  the  commissioners  ? — They 
were  for  twelve  months  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Webster;  Mr.  Webster  made  an  un- 
satisfactory report  upon  them,  and  they  were  thereupon  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hunter ; they  are  at  the  present  moment  printing  for  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  to  His  Majesty. 

1113.  The  Chairman  ] How  long  have  they  been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  blunter ? 
— Iam  not  prepared  to  state,  without  examining  my  memoranda. 

1114.  Is  it  since  the  period  of  Mr.  Webster’s  removal  ? — Probably  a few  months 
afterwards ; but  much  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  time  has  been  occupied  in  other  matters; 
for  the  reasons  I have  stated  more  than  once,  the  preparation  of  the  report  has 
never  been  looked  upon  as  an  urgent  matter. 

1115.  A great  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  incompetency  of  Mr.  Webster?  — 
Twelve  months  were  lost. 

1116.  It  was  that  time  before  you  discovered  he  was  incompetent  to  the  busi- 
ness?— Yes;  his  engagement  was  for  twelve  months. 

1117.  On  what  recommendation  was  Mr.  Webster  engaged? — The  immediate 
recommendation  was  .Lord  Brougham. 

1 n 8.  What  testimonials  of  competency  were  produced  ? — I am  not  aware. 

mg.  Do  you  mean  that  Lord  Brougham,  as  a commissioner,  recommended 
Mr.  Webster  for  this  work  to  the  commission,  and  that  the  commission  acted  upon 
the  recommendation  ? — The  commission  acted  upon  the  recommendation  of  Lord 
Brougham. 

1120.  You  do  not  know  what  testimonials  Lord  Brougham  produced  of  his 
fitness  ? — No,  I do  not. 

1121.  Do  you  happen  to  know  what  had  been  Mr.  Webster’s  profession  up  to 
that  time? — I do  not;  I believe  he  was  employed  by  Government  at  one  period 
in  making  some  official  investigations  in  the  Isle  of  Man. 

l ! 22.  You  do  not  know  what  his  profession  had  been  before  ? — I am  not  at  all 
aware. 

1123.  Nothing  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  fees  at  the  Tower? — The  fees 
remain  the  same. 

1124:  Are  you  aware  that  the  subject  of  the  fees  at  the  Tower  had  been  a 
matter  of  special  complaint  against  the  old  commission  ? — I do  not  understand  how 
any  blame  can  attach  to  the  old  commission  upon  that  ground. 

1 1 25.  Are  you  not  aware  it  was  made  a great  matter  of  complaint,  the  state  of 
the  fees  at  the  Tower  ? — Not  at  the  Tower. 

1126.  In 
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1 1 26.  In  Sir  Harris  Nicolas’s  pamphlet? — If  there  were  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, the  blame  rests  with  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  with 
Parliament,  unless  the  officers  demanded  illegal  fees. 

3127.  The  fees  at  the  Tower  were  felt  a grievance  ? — They  might  have  been. 

1128.  Why  did  the  commissioners  do  nothing  upon  the  subject? — I never  heard 
of  any  application  to  the  old  commissioners  on  the  subject ; and  if  any  applica- 
tion had  been  made,  I do  not  see  what  authority  they  possessed  to  interfere:  the 
complaint,  if  inquired  into,  would  probably  turn  out  to  be  a good  deal  like  other 
complaints  brought  against  the  exorbitancy  of  the  fees  in  Courts  of  Justice.  The 
keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Tower  cannot  legally  demand  any  fees,  except  those 
that  have  been  sanctioned  by  orders  of  the*-Court  of  Chancery.  I do  not  mean  to 
say  that  it  may  not  happen  in  a particular  case  the  legal  fee  may  become  oppres- 
sive ; for  instance,  the  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Tower  is  authorized,  if  I 
recollect,  to  require  a fee  of  1 /.  1 s.  for  every  record  carried  to  either  Plouse  of 
Parliament  or  Court  of  J udicature  : now  the  rolls  wanted  in  a particular  case  may 
be  very  numerous,  and  there  may  be  occasion  to  produce  them  many  times,  and 
then  the  amount  of  the  fees  becomes  grievous  ; but  in  general  I think  that  a fee 
of  one  guinea  for  production  of  a Tower  record  in  evidence  is  not  unfair : it  is 
impossible  that  any  regulations,  however  wisely  and  carefully  framed,  can  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  cases  in  which  fees  fixed  upon  a moderate  scale  may 
become  oppressive ; such  instances  are  well  known  to  every  practising  barrister. 
At  present  I have  a case  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  where  the  fees  upon  the 
Master’s  Report  come  to  150/.,  and  yet  these  fees  were  regulated  and  fixed  by 
Lord  Brougham,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Vice  Chancellor,  within  the  last 
two  years,  with  a view  to  lessening  the  burthen  upon  the  suitor. 

1 1 29.  Am  I to  understand,  that  the  answer  to  the  question,  why  the  commis- 
sioners have  done  nothing  to  diminish  those  fees  is,  that  there  was  really  no  occa- 
sion to  diminish  them  ?— In  my  judgment  there  was  no  immediate  and  pressing 
occasion  for  the  commissioners  to  take  any  steps  in  reference  to  the  fees  ; it  was 
the  intention  of  the  commissioners  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  to 
introduce  some  recommendation  into  that  head  of  their  report ; that  recommenda- 
tion will  probably  be,  that  the  keepers  shall  have  fixed  salaries,  instead  of  fees, 
and  this  will  prevent  them  from  exacting  fees  higher  than  they  are  entitled  to. 

1130.  Have  any  transcripts  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuation  at  the 
Tower?— A great  many  transcripts  have  been  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave; 
many  of  them  with  a view  to  printing,  and  some  of  them  with  a view  to  per- 
petuation. 

1131.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  making  transcripts  in  the  Tower? — None 
whatever,  that  I recollect  at  this  moment. 

1132.  Were  transcripts  of  the  foreign  letters  made? — Yes,  of  some  of  them  I 
think  by  Mr.  Cole.  The  early  Chancery  petitions  have  also  been  transcribed,  in 
order  to  perpetuate  them. 

1133.  Had  you  occasion  to  write  to  Mr.  Hardy  upon  the  subject? — I do  not 
recollect. 

1134.  Do  you  recollect  using  the  phrase  to  Mr.  Hardy,  that  you  wished  him  to 
get  transcripts  made  sub  rosd  by  Mr.  Cole? — Very  possibly  I might;  I have  for- 
gotten the  circumstance. 

1 135.  What  was  the  cause  of  such  an  apparent  irregularity  ? — Possibly  an  ap- 
prehension, an  unfounded  apprehension,  as,  I believe,  that  obstacles  might  be 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  keeper. 

1136.  Had  you  met  with  such  obstacles  from  the  keeper? — The  only  impedi- 
ment I remember  to  have  experienced  at  the  Tower  has  been  the  delay  produced 
by  Mr.  Petrie  on  all  occasions  requiring  a copy  of  the  order  of  the  board.  If  I 
used  to  Mr.  Hardy  the  expression  just  now  mentioned  (and  I possibly  did),  it  must 
have  been  that  I was  desirous  of  avoiding  the  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  that 
must  have  ensued  had  I been  compelled  to  summon  the  board,  merely  to  obtain 
an  order  to  be  exhibited  to  Mr.  Petrie,  that  Mr.  Cole  might  copy  some  of  the 
•foreign  letters. 

1137.  But  as  one  of  the  duties  of  the  commission  enjoined  in  the  Royal  Com- 
mission was  the  making  transcripts,  do  you  think  that  it  was  right  for  the  com- 
mission in  such  cases  as  this  to  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  an  underhand 
proceeding  like  this? — Such  a course  doubtless  would  be  very  objectionable;  but 
m the  instance  supposed,  it  is  fair  to  Mr.  Petrie  to  remark,  that  it  was  not  necessary, 
as  he  would,  I am  sure,  upon  receiving  the  order  of  the  board,  which  he  can  hardly 
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• C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq,  be  censured  for  requiring,  have  allowed  Mr.  Cole  to  copy  the  foreign  letters.  The 
4 March  1836.  irregularity,  if  committed  at  all,  was  committed  in  order  to  prevent  trouble  and 
delay.  The  consciousness  of  the  inability  of  the  commissioners  to  enforce  their 
orders,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  likely,  in  some  cases,  to  lead  to  attempts  to  attain 
the  objects  of  the  board  by  a road  which  may  not  always  be  the  most  direct,  and 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  not  be  chosen. 

1138.  Who  is  the  keeper  of  the  Pipe  Office? — The  Pipe  Office  is  abolished' 
the  custody  of  the  records  of  the  late  Pipe  Office  is  now  vested  in  Mr.  Vincent.  ' 

1 1 39.  Is  the  commission  carrying  on  any  work  in  that  office  ? — No,  not  at  present, 

1140.  Has  it  been  ? — Y es. 

1141.  Who  superintended  those  works? — Mr.  Panton  was  employed  in  dif- 
ferent ways. 

1142.  Is  he  a sub-commissioner? — He  is  not. 

1 143.  Is  he  a clerk  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Vincent  at  the  office? — He  is,  \ 
believe,  now  in  Mr.  Vincent’s  employ,  but  I am  not  sure ; he  was  not  at  the  time 
when  he  was  employed  by  the  board ; the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Pipe  had  not 
then  been  abolished. 

1144.  Have  not  the  defects  of  the  building  in  which  these  records  are  kept 
in  Somerset  House  been  the  frequent  subject ^>f  complaint? — Yes,  the  commis- 
sioners have  had  occasion  to  make  frequent  complaints  as  to  the  unfitness  of  this 
repository.  In  May  1831  the  vaults  under  the  east  side  of  Somerset  House  were 
visited  by  a committee,  consisting  of  Lord  Canterbury,  Mr.  Wynn,  and  Mr.  Pro- 
theroe.  That  committee  reported  to  the  board,  that  on  inspecting  the  vaults  in 
which  the  records  belonging  to  the  Pipe  were  deposited,  they  were  convinced  of 
the  utter  unfitness  of  them  for  the  purposes  to  which  they  were  applied. 

1 145.  Has  any  thing  been  done  in  consequence  with  regard  to  the  building?— 
In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  board,  dated  10th  June  1831,  an  application  was 
made  to  the  Treasury,  that  the  surveyor  general  might  be  instructed  to  inspect  the 
vaults  under  the  eastern  side  of  Somerset  House,  and  report  upon  the  practicability 
of  removing  the  records  therein  to  the  second  floor  of  the  Rolls  House  in  Chan- 
cery-lane. 

1 1 46.  But  they  are  still  in  that  depositoiy  ? — Yes,  they  are ; but,  as  I stated,  if  I 
recollect  right,  on  the  first  day  of  my  examination,  the  more  ancient  and  valuable 
rolls  of  the  Pipe,  which  are,  as  every  body  knows,  the  most  splendid  of  the  Ex- 
chequer Records,  were,  under  the  direction  of  the  present  board,  removed  from  the 
vaults  in  question  to  a dry  room  on  the  northern  side  of  Somerset  House.  New 
windows,  too,  were  opened  in  the  vaults  to  improve  the  ventilation,  which  had  been 
greatly  impeded  since  the  erection  of  King’s  College : these  precautions  have 
removed  all  danger  of  immediate  and  irreparable  mischief  to  these  valuable  records; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  before  another  winter,  the  board  will  be  enabled  by  Par- 
liament to  place  them  in  a more  secure  and  commodious  spot. 

1147.  The  great  roll  of  the  Pipe  is  well  arranged? — It  is  arranged  chronologi- 
cally, according  to  the  years  of  the  reigns  of  our  Kings. 

1 148.  But  the  rest  of  the  records  in  the  office  are  in  a great  state  of  confusion? 
~ I have  somewhere  a letter  of  Mr.  Panton  respecting  those  records ; they  con- 
sist in  part  of  accounts  of  the  Duties  of  Excise  and  Customs,  and  of  public  ac- 
countants, which  are  in  a decayed  state,  but  are  of  no  value.  A sortation  was 
begun  of  the  miscellaneous  records. 

1 1 49.  Under  whose  superintendence  ? — Mr.  Panton’s. 

1150.  The  arrangement  is  not  complete? — No  ; much  progress  in  sorting  had 
not  been  made  : I have  inquired  into  this  matter  since  my  former  examination. 

1151.  Why  was  it  stopped  ? — In  consequence  of  a change  in  the  custody  of  the 
records,  and  a misunderstanding  with  the  new  keeper,  Mr.  Vincent. 

1 1 52.  I thought  you  said  on  a former  day,  that  it  was  owing  also  to  too  large  a 
demand  beingmade  for  transcripts? — Thatwas  an  ingredient  in  the  misunderstanding. 

ll53-  What  was  the  demand  to  which  you  demurred? — Sixpence  per  folio  of 
72  words  was  demanded;  and  it  is  the  rule  of  the  board  not  to  pay  more  than  four- 
pence;  the  former  commission  used  to  pay  a shilling  and  eighteen  pence  per 

1154.  Has  not  the  present  commission  since  that  paid  as  much  as  6d.  ?— I think 
the  only  instance  in  which  the  present  commission  has  paid  more  than  four-pence 
was  for  some  short  document  copied  by  Mr.  Foxton. 

* 1 55*  Uid  not  the  commission  pay  Mr.  Foxton  as  much  as  one  shilling  per  folio? 

It  is  possible  that  that  was  the  rate ; it  was  paid  for  some  trifling  document. 

1156.  Why 
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1156.  Why  was  the  rate  so  large? — It  was  one  of  the  first  documents  that 
transcribed  for  the  use  of  the  board,  and  not  being  a long  one,  it  was  not  thouo-ht 
worthwhile  to  have  any  discussion  with  Mr.  Foxton  upon  the  subject;  he  “re- 
ceived Ad.  a folio  for  the  transcript  of  the  roll  of  Stephen,  as  it  has  been  often 
called. 

1157.  Are  there  good  calendars  to  the  records  in  the  Pipe  Office?— Not  to  the 
miscellaneous  records. 

1158.  Are  they  not  wanted? — Calendars  cannot  be  made  until  the  records  are 
sorted  and  arranged  ; no  searches  are  ever  made  in  these  miscellaneous  records. 

1159.  Has  any  thing  been  done  in  the  way  of  making  calendars  to  those 
records? — Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  present  commission. 

1160.  In  what  state  of  preservation  are  the  records? — The  great  rolls  of  the 
Pipe  have  been  repaired  within  the  last  few  years. 

1161.  By  the  present  commission? — I think  the  commission  has  paid  some 
portion  of  the  expense,  but  I am  not  sure. 

1162.  Has  there  been  any  binding  carried  on?— No  binding. 

1 1 63.  Is  the  state  of  preservation  satisfactory  ? — The  depository  is  very  bad. 

1 1 64.  What  has  been  done  with  regard  to  fees  ? — The  fees  continue  the  same 
as  before;  a clause  in  the  Act,  abolishing  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Pipe  and 
other  ancient  offices  of  the  Exchequer,  and  directing  the  delivery  of  the  records 
of  those  departments  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  empowers  the  Barons  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  make  regulations  touching 
the  fees  for  searches  and  copies  ; their  Lordships  have,  as  I understand,  hitherto 
seen  no  reason  to  make  any  change  in  the  system. 

1165.  Have  any  transcripts  been  made  for  perpetuation? — None;  nor  am  I 
aware  that  any  are  necessary. 

1 166.  This  is  an  office,  it  would  appear  from  your  former  evidence,  that  is  not 
very  accessible  to  the  commission,  in  consequence  of  the  disputes  with  the 
keeper  ?— As  I have  already  stated,  if  the  keeper  thinks  proper  to  close  the  door, 
the  commission  has  no  power  to  open  it. 

1167.  Here  the  keeper,  at  any  rate,  does  not  seem  to  think  proper  to  open  the 
door  very  wide? — No  ; and  in  consequence,  as  there  was  no  lack  of  opportunity 
to  employ  the  funds  of  the  commission  quite  as  usefully  in  other  departments,  the 
operations  in  the  Pipe  were  suspended.  No  injury  to  the  public  service  has 
ensued  from  this  suspension. 

1 1 68.  Who  is  the  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  ?— Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

i ] 69.  He  is  a sub-commissioner  ? — Yes,  he  is,  and  was  appointed  by  the  old 
board. 

1170.  And  as  sub-commissioner,  he  superintends  all  the  work  done  there  under 
the  commission?— He  superintends  as  sub-commissioner  and  keeper  of  the  records. 

1171.  Is  the  building  there  convenient  P— ' The  building  is  considered  convenient. 

1172.  Is  it  safe  ?— There  was  a reportof  a committee  of  the  board  in  May  1831, 
which,  after  noticing  that  repeated  representations  had  been  made  by  the  Record 
Commission  of  the  hazard  of  fire  to  which  the  Chapter  House  is  exposed  by  a shed 
erected  against  it,  and  used  as  a wash-house  to  one  of  the  prebendal  houses, 
stated,  that  the  committee,  upon  inspection,  were  still  more  forcibly  impressed  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger,  not  only  from  that  building,  but  from  others  ad- 
joining it,  in  any  of  which,  if  a fire  should  commence,  it  would,  from  the  con- 
fined situation  of  the  premises,  be  scarcely  possible  to  prevent  it  from  spreading 
to  the  Chapter  House.  This  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  an  order  was 
in  consequence  passed  about  June  1831,  that  application  should  be  made  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  that  the  Surveyor  General  might  be  instructed  to  survey 
the  buildings  contiguous  to  the  Chapter  House,  and  state  what  measures  ought  to 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  danger  of  fire  to  which  that  repository  was  thought  to  be 
exposed  from  the  contiguity  of  such  buildings.  The  apprehensions  of  the  com- 
mittee do  not  seem,  however,  to  have  been  altogether  well  founded,  as  it  appears, 

the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  the  1st  December  1835,  that  the  secretary 
had  had  interviews  with  Sir  Benjamin  Stevenson  upon  the  subject  of  this  famous 
wash-house,  and  was  enabled  to  state,  that  although  it  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory  had  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Westminster  removed  the  insignificant 
building,  which  had,  as  it  appears,  for  a century  past  created  some  alarm  for  the 
safety  of  the  depository,  yet  that  there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for  the  appre- 
hensions that  had  been  felt. 

P-33-  k 4 [The 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
4 March  1836. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


8u  .MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  , [The  Witness  here  delivered  in  the  following  documents : 

4 March  1836.  A Treasury  Minute  respecting  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  to  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  the  Exchequer  Records  in  the  Chapter  House. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  establishment  necessary  for  assisting  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  in  the  proper  execution  of  his  office,  and  the  Fees  that  ought 
to  be  charged  for  Searches  or  for  Copies  of  Documents  furnished  to  the 
community.] 

Mr.  Wynn  and  Mr.  Pettit  were  members  of  this  committee,  whose  report 
stated,  that  the  committee  did  not  see  any  reason  to  recommend  any  alteration  in 
the  fees  incidental  to  legal  proceedings,  and  which  continued  to  be  the  same  as 
were  reported  to  the  Record  Commission  in  1800  ; it  was  added  in  the  Report 
that  all  searches  made  or  extracts  taken  for  literary  or  historical  purposes  were 
exempt  from  all  fees,  as  theretofore.  Whenever  the  matter  has  been  investigated 
it  has  always  turned  out  that  the  fees,  the  legal  fees,  in  the  offices  were  reasonable.' 

1173.  Is  the  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House  good? — A great 
many  of  the  records  are  unarranged  ; numerous  reports  and  papers  may  be  found 
amongst  the  proceedings  of  the  board  respecting  the  unarranged  records  of  this 
repository. 

1 1 74.  At  whose  expense  is  the  arrangement  now  carried  on,  that  of  the  board 
or  that  of  the  Treasury? — The  arrangement  is  carrying  on  partly  by  the  labour 
of  the  ancient  clerks  of  the  establishment,  who  are  paid  both  by  the  Treasury 
and  the  board,  and  partly  by  clerks  employed  by  the  board ; the  clerks  of  the 
establishment  are  paid  by  the  commission  only  for  services  performed  during  extra 
hours ; this  system  is  found  to  work  well. 

1175.  -Are  you  aware  what  the  Treasury  has  paid  for  arrangements  in  the  last 
few  years  ? — I am  not.  I understood  some  time  since,  from  Sir  Francis  Palgrave, 
that  the  Treasury,  or  the  Stationery  Office,  had  agreed  to  allow  200/, .a  year  towards 
the  expenses  of  repairing  and  binding  only.  This  is  a very  inadequate  sum.  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  such  allowance  as  is  now  alluded  to  has  ever  been  made 
for  the  expense  of  arrangement. 

1 1 76.  What  kind  of  arrangement  is  it  at  the  Chapter  House ; is  it  chronological 
and  topographical,  or  a merely  alphabetical  arrangement  ? — It  is  hardly  possible 
for  any  person  to  answer  that  question  but  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  or  Mr.  Clarke,  or 
Mr.  Charles,  or  Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  who  are  officers  of  the  establishment, — I mean, 
to  answer  it  in  an  intelligible  manner. 

1 1 77.  Is  it  an  arrangement  entirely  depending  upon  the  calendar,  or  is  the 
arrangement  such,  according  to  the  years  and  places,  that  the  arrangement  itself 
serves  the  purpose  of  an  index  in  some  measure? — That  must  depend  upon  the 
different  species  of  records. 

1178.  For  instance,  with  regard  to  the  great  roll  of  the  Pipe,  that  is  a short 
chronological  arrangement;  if  I was  turned,  into  the  office  now,  and  knew  the  year, 

X could  find  the  roll  in  which  the  information  I wanted  was  to  be  found ; is  any 
such  arrangement  adopted  at  the  Chapter  House,  or  are  they  miscellaneously  ar- 
ranged, the  only  clue  being  the  calendar  ?— The  records  are  of  such  various  kinds, 
that  I can  give  no  general  answer  to  the  question : most  of  the  records,  those  that 
form  long  series,  are,  I apprehend,  as  in  other  offices,  arranged  chronologically. 
Some  records,  as  the  Fines,  are  distributed  in  counties,  and  then  in  reigns,  having 
thus  both  a topographical  and  a chronological  arrangement.  ° ° 

11 79'  Are  there  sufficient  calendars  and  indexes  ? — I apprehend  not. 

1180.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Illingworth  made  a calendar  in  the  Chapter 
House?— Mr.  Illingworth,  under  the  directions  of  the  old  board,  formed  what  I 
think  was  called  a Press  Catalogue.  I believe  three  copies  were  made,  one  was 
left  at  the  Chapter  House,  the  other  was  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  the  third  was 
deposited  in  the  British  Museum. 

1181.  Are  you  aware  whether,  in  consequence  of  subsequent  alterations  in  the 
arrangements,  that  calendar  is  of  no  use  at  all  ? — I am  not  able  to  answer  that 
question.  Looking  at  the  masses  of  records,  I doubt  whether  such  a change  in 
the  arrangement  can  have  taken  place. 

1182.  In  what  state  of  preservation  are  the  records  in  the  Chapter  House  ? — Some 
of  them  are  in  a bad  state. 

11  Owing  to  whatr'A — ge.  Special  orders  have  been  made  by  the  board 
for  repairing  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis,  and  others  of  the  most  curious 
records. 

1184.  Are 
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1184-  Are  they  free  from  damp?— I think  the  repository  is  tolerably  free  from 
damp.  If  I remember  right,  Mr.  Caley’s  return  describes  it  as  dry. 

1185.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  respecting  the  fees  of  this  office,  besides 
the  paper  you  have  just  read? — No,  I have  not. 

1 1 86'.  What  does  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  receive  from  the  commission  as  sub- 
commissioner ? —Sir  Francis  Palgrave  receives  such  a sum  from  the  commission  as, 
together  with  the  amount  of  his  salary  as  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter 
House,  and  the  amount  of  the  fees,  will  equal  1,000/.  per  annum.  The  Treasury 
Minute  delivered  in  by  me  a short  time  ago  will  explain  this. 

1187*  Have  any  transcripts  been  made  for  perpetuation  there? — Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  has  made  many  transcripts  for  perpetuation.  I have  handed  in  a speci- 
men of  Mr.  Petrie  s annual  reports  ; and  before  the  Committee  quits  the  subject  of 
the  Chapter  House,  I will  hand  in  a specimen  of  the  last  quarterly  report  made  by 
Mr.  Caley;  it  is  from  Michaelmas  to  Christmas  1832;  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
embraces  other  repositories  besides  the  Chapter  House,  but  the  Chapter  House  is 
the  principal. 

[The  witness  delivered  in  the  same.\ 

1188.  In  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  who  is  the  keeper? — Mr.  Vincent. 

1189.  Has  any  thing  been  done  by  the  commission  in  that  office? — Various 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  commission  have  been  occupied  in  sorting,  cleaning, 
and  repairing  the  miscellaneous  records  of  that  office,  from  early  in  the  year  1832 
down  to  the  present  time. 

11  go.  Under  whose  superintendence? — In  the  first  instance,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Vanderzee  and  Mr.  Adlington,  then  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mr.  Robert  Thomson,  and  subsequently  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Cole,  and  at 
present  of  Mr.  Charles  Gay ; but  Mr.  Adlington,  who  has  the  temporary  custody 
of  all  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  where  the  operation  of  sorting  and 
repairing  is  now  carried  on,  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  exercising  a sort  of  super- 
intendence, although  not  in  the  employ  of  the  board. 

1191.  How  do  you  mean  you  consider  Mr.  Gay  to  be  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Adlington  ; does  Mr.  Adlington  take  any  part  in  the  arrangement  of  those 
records  ? Mr.  Adlington  is  present  in  the  office  where  the  operations  are  proceed- 
ing, and  I apprehend  it  would  be  his  duty,  as  an  officer  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer s establishment,  to  communicate  to  the  commission  any  thing  that  he  might 
see  reason  to  disapprove  in  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Charles  Gay  and  his  workmen. 
Notwithstanding  the  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office 
have,  under  a Treasury  warrant,  been  transferred  to  the  temporary  custody  of  the 
board,  m order  that  they  may  be  cleaned,  sorted,  repaired,  and  calendared,  yet  I 
conceive  that  Mr.  Adlington,  being  present  upon  the  spot  where  the  work  is  going 
on,  would  not  hesitate  to  point  out  to  the  board  any -dereliction  of  duty  in  its  ser- 
vants ; it  cannot  be  imagined  that  he  is  so  indifferent  to  the  condition  of  the  re- 
cords of  the  court,  of  which  he  is  an  officer,  that  he  would  not  take  this  trouble ; 
but  the  records  cannot  be  confided  to  safer  hands  than  those  of  Mr.  Charles  Gay.’ 

* 192-  How  does  Mr.  Adlington  know  what  kind  of  arrangement  Mr.  Gay  is 
adopting  ? Mr.  Adlington  does  not  interfere  in  the  arrangement. 

11 93-  Then  the  whole  of  the  arrangement  carried  on  is  confined  to  Mr.  Gay  ? 

1 have  said  repeatedly  I do  not  think  any  new  arrangement  is  going  on ; this  point,' 
respecting  which  I had  some  doubt  at  first,  is  fully  explained  by  Mr.  Charles 
Lays  statement. 

1 1.9.4-  What  do  you  mean  by  no  new  arrangement? — I meant  that  we  are  only 
repairing  and  binding  the  Augmentation  Office  records. 

1:195-  Where  are  they  contained  ? — In  .five  small  oblong  rooms,  above  the  room 
here  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  holds  his  sittings  during  term. 

11 90.  That  is  the  stone  tower  of  Westminster  Hall?— No,  there  are  some  re- 
cords belonging  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer  in  the  north-west  stone  tower  of  West- 
inster  Wall,  but  none  of  those  are  undergoing  the  process  of  repairing  and 
binding,  as  well  as  I recollect. 

( 1197.  I find  it  stated  at  page  367  of  the  Agenda,  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Protheroe, 
rn  two  cells  on  the  ground-floor,  in  the  western  tower  of  Westminster  Hall,  is  a 
nassot  records,  the  nature  of  which  is  but  partially  known ; they  are  only  to  be 
,j  • ^ a,Sma  Portion  of  light  let  in  by  a lancet  window,  which  is  unglazed,  and 
a Srgei’  portlon  of  dirt  Those  records  are  literally  covered  with  filth  ; 

e records  it  would  be  well  to  remove  instantly  to  the  Mews,  where  they  might 
°'33-  Tj  hP 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  be  sorted”  ? — This  is  a description  of  the  records  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stone 
— — r—r-  tower. 

4 . arc  i 3 . 1 198.  ^re  j-hose  records  still  there? — In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1833,  as  well 

as  I recollect,  Mr.  Thomson  examined  those  records,  which  consisted  almost  en- 
tirely of  port  books  and  port  bonds  ; he  .found  amongst  them  one  or  two  wardrobe 
books,  and,  possibly,  some  other  valuable  records.  This  examination  took  place 
by  the  direction  of  the  board  ; but  I have  no  paper  at  hand  to  which  I can  refer  to 
assist  my  memory.  The  mass  of  instruments  were  port  books  and  port  bonds. 

1 199.  Are  they  still  in  that  place? — The  port  books  I believe  are. 

1200.  The  others  are  removed? — The  board  directed  that  every  thing  of  value 
should  be  removed  ; and  could  I consult  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners, 
I have  no  doubt  the  order  would  be  found  to  have  been  duly  executed. 

1201.  Where  were  those  records  removed  ? — To  other  offices  belonging  to  the 
King’s  Remembrancer. 

1202  The  rest  of  those  records  are  at  the  stables  of  Carlton  House? — They  are. 

1203.  Is  the  situation  commodious,  and  well  adapted  for  the  purpose? — It  has 
been  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  records  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  the  Exchequer. 

1204.  The  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  are  in  a kind  of  loft?— 
A small  portion  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  records  are  in  such  loft.  The 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  records  are  scattered  about  in  different  repositories  in 
different  parts  of  the  town. 

1205.  Are  they  not  in  sacks? — The  miscellaneous  records  were  placed  in  sacks 
by  the  present  board,  and  for  their  better  preservation. 

1 206.  Are  those  sacks  sorted  into  years  ? — I am  not  quite  sure  that  all  of  them 
are,  although  it  is  not  long  since  I made  some  inquiry  upon  the  subject.  Our 
attention  has  been  principally  directed  to  the  records  of  Henry  III.  and  the 
Edwards.  After  the  removal  from  the  wooden  shed  in  Westminster  Hall,  these 
miscellaneous  records  were  boarded  up  in  large  bins  in  the  King’s  Mews.  They 
were  of  a description  which,  for  reasons  which  I need  not  mention,  were  not  likely 
to  enjoy  the  care  of  the  officers,  and  for  that  reason  the  commissioners  determined 
not  to  lose  sight  of  them.  Hundreds  must  have  been  decomposed,  and  would 
have  perished,  had  there  been  any  delay  in  the  attempt  to  save  them.  They  were 
taken  out,  dried,  and  put  into  sacks.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  sacks  have  been 
since  examined,  and  the  early  records  separated  from  the  others.  In  no  long  time 
the  whole  of  these  records  will  have  been  sorted,  cleaned,  flatted  and  repaired, 
and  in  some  instances  bound. 

1207.  Where  is  this  done? — At  the  Augmentation  Office. 

1208.  By  whom  is  it  done?- — The  operation  at  the  Augmentation  Office  has 
been  solely  carried  on  under  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Charley  Gay ; Mr.  Vanderzee, 
Mr.  Adlington,  and  Mr.  Thomson,  were  employed  only  whilst  the  work  was 
carried  on  at  Boswell  Court  and  the  Mews. 

1209.  By  Mr.  Charles  Gay,  under  Mr.  Cole? — Whilst  Mr.  Cole'  was  in  the 
office  he  was  the  superior. 

1210.  The  sacks  are  now  sorted  according  to  the  years  ?— Some  sortation  has 
taken  place;  but  I am  not  able,  without  referring  to  memoranda,  to  describe  it. 
Mr.  Charles  Gay  makes  -monthly  reports. 

1211.  Did  Mr.  Cole  arrange  them  into  classes?  Did  he  adopt  any  other 
arrangement  than  a mere  chronological  arrangement  ? — I do  not,  know  whether 
he  had  made  sufficient  progress  in  sorting  the  miscellaneous  records  of  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  to  determine  finally  upon  the  mode  of  arrangement. 
I have  no  doubt  he  would  have  made  a proper  arrangement. 

1212.  You  do  not  know  what  that  arrangement  was? — No.  The  records  are 
miscellaneous,  and  I doubt  much  whether  a classification  of  them  at  present 
would  not  be  premature.  I think  the  utmost  that  has  been  done  is  sortation. 

1213.  Into  years? — Yes,  the  first  object  was  to  separate  from  the  rest  the 
most  ancient,  and  therefore,  generally  speaking,  the  most  valuable  records.  The 
instructions  of  the  board  to  Mr.  Cole  were  to  separate  the  records  of  Henry  III., 
Edward  I.,  Edward  II.,  and  Edward  III.  from  the  others.  Our  labour  has  been 
confined  principally  to  those  records. 

1214.  It  is  stated  in  one  of  the  reports  that  those  records  occupied  about  650 
sacks,  containing  eight  bushels  each?— That  is  Mr.  Cole’s  description,  and  I be-, 
lieve  it  to  be  an  accurate  one.  They  were  placed  in  sacks  by  labourers  employed 
by  the  board. 

1215.  D° 
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1215.  Do  you'  know  how  many  out  of  those  sacks,  have  been  arranged?— 

I cannot  tell  the  number  of  the  sacks  without  referring  to  memoranda. 

1216.  Are  there  good  calendars  to  them  ? — There  are  no  calendars'. 

1217.  Did  Mr.  Cole  make  any  or  commence  any?— Mr.  Cole  commenced  a 
calendar  of  the  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office 

131  s.  Do  you  know  how  far  he  had  got  in  it?— No,  I do  not.  A portion  was 
printed  as  a specimen. 

1219.  Have  you  got  those  calendars  ?— They  remain  in  the  office,  I believe. 

1220.  Has  not  Mr.  Cole  got  them  ?— That  question  was  asked  me  the  other 
day ; I was  surprised  at  it.  I have  not  made  any  inquiry  since.  I certainly  shall 
be  very  much  astonished  to  learn  that  Mr.  Cole  is  in  possession  of  those 
calendars,  or  indeed  of  any  document  belonging  to  the  board. 

1221.  He  has  not  told  you  he  had  them,  and  would  not  give  them  up  ? The 

other  day  the  same  inquiry  was  made  of  me;  I had  no  recollection  of  the 
circumstance  then,  and  I have  no  recollection  of  it  now. 

1222.  In  what  state  of  preservation  are  those  records?  is  it  true  that  dead  rats 
and  other  vermin  have  been  found  among  them  ?— The  records  in  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  Office  were,  when  the  present  commission  was  issued,  in  a state 
reflecting  the  greatest  disgrace  upon  the  persons  belonging  to  that  establishment 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  workmen  employed  by  the  present  board  to  clean  and 
sort  those  records  have  discovered  amongst  them  skeletons  of  rats,  and  they  have 
I believe,  caught  a great  many  live  rats  amongst  the  same  records ; at  least  there 
have  been  payments  for  rat-traps.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Committee  to  conceive 
the  shameful  condition  in  which  the  commissioners  found  the  valuable  records  of.  this 
office  belonging  to  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.,  Edward  I,  Edward  II.,  and  Edward  III. 

1223.  This  was  when  the  new  commission  first  came  into  existence? The  at- 

tention of  the  new  board  was  directed  to  the  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’  s 
Remembrancer’s  Office.  From  the  circumstance,  first,  that  the  former  commission 
had  never  been  able  to  effect  any  thing  for  bettering  the  condition  of  those  valuable 
records ; and  secondly,  that  it  was  generally  supposed  that  a considerable,  portion 
ot  them  had  been  injured  whilst  in  the  wooden  shed  in  Westminster  Hall. 

1224.  Do  those  in  the  stone  tower  suffer  greatly  from  damp?— Those  in  the 

upper  stories  must  I apprehend,  suffer  more  from  dust  than  from  damp : there  are 
some  valuable  records  there.  In  the  cells  of  the  Tower  there  are  now,  I believe 
only  port  books  and  port  bonds,  and  in  my  judgment  it  is  of  no  consequence  how 
soon  they  are  destroyed.  n 

l235,'  ,H,a,e.3'0"  “I  reas°n  “>  that  a number  of  those  records  have  been 
. embezzled  during  the  time  they  have  been  in  the  shed,  and  during  their  removal  » 
-!t  will  appear  from  a letter  of  Mr.  Thomson’s,  and  some  other  documents 
printed  in  the  Agenda,  that  certain  wardrobe  and  household  books,  and  other  docu- 
ments were  sold  with  the  books  and  manuscripts  of  a person  who  had  been  First 
Secondary  in  the  King  s Remembrancer's  Office,  and  produced  several  hundred 
pounds  ; two  or  three  were  purchased  for  the  Museum,  and  others  were  purchased 

Kl1  PTt  Ptl ' hT?S'  1 T “ that  tllese  wardr°be  books  and  other  records 
‘hf,  Klns  s Remembrancer ; at  a subsequent  period  it  was  intimated 
0 the  board  that  there  were  records  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Pickering,  a bookseller 
n Chancery-lane,  that  had  been  stolen  from  the  King's  Remembrancer’s  Office  • 
a letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Vincent  upon  the  subject,  and  I hand  to  the  Committee 

ing'those  KclrdT  ^ reP°rt  ‘h*‘  he  afterwaras  sent  t0  the  commissioners  respect- 
\The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same-1 

Has  a,,y  thi.nK  been  done  to  recover  them  ?-The  letter  and  report  will 
show  the  measures  taken  A1  that  the  board  could  do  was  to  call  the  intention 
of  the  custos  of  the  records  to  the  circumstance. 

He'did7'  Mc'  C°le  ®aTe  y0U  tllat  information  about  the  records  at  Pickering’s  ?— 

1228.  Did  they  appear  to  have  been  disposed  of  to  Mr.  Pickering  bv  a Dersou 

n ctd  whh  fh  f 7 1 T'r  C‘  ‘hl‘  thf  na"’e  °f  Mallm  ™ in  some  way  con- 
SewiLr.  f TaS.  • ; c Ut  1 must  HS  lea,e  t0  refer  tlle  Committee  to  the  letter 
deshoviu?  f 1CT  mformatlon-  14  mus‘  be  remembered  that  the  stealing,  . 
mying,  or  obliterating  a record,  is  a felonious  act,  punishable  by  transportation. 

»tlv  t ° fk"°w  ‘hat  in  St’  Martin’s-lane  there  is  now  a roll  that  has  appa- 
0 ' ne  °ut  of  ■ the  Augmentation  Office  ?— 1 am  not  aware  tllat  there  is. 

12  1230.  You 


C P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
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1 230.  You  have  not  heard  of  it? — I have  not,  unless  it  be  one  of  the  records  to 
which  Mr.  Cole  drew  my  attention  eighteen  months  ago,  and  respecting  which  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Vincent. 

1231.  Do  you  know  what  the  migrations  of  the  records  from  the  old  repositories 
over  the  Courts  of  Law  to  the  sheds,  and  from  the  sheds  to  the  King’s  Mews,  and 
from  the  King’s  Mews  to  Carlton  Ride,  have  cost? — They  have  cost  what  would 
have  sufficed  to  erect  an  excellent  general  record  office.  The  present  commission 
has  frequently  urged  the  expense  of  those  migrations  as  a reason  why  a general 
record  office  should  be  built. 

1232.  What  has  been  done  in  this  office  with  regard  to  fees? — The  Barons  of 
the  Exchequer  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  not,  as  I believe,  seen  any 
reason  to  make  any  change  in  the  fees  payable  for  searches  and  copies  in  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

1233.  Are  those  fees  moderate? — I conceive  them  to  be  moderate;  they  were 
reported  upon  by  the  Fee  Commissioners. 

1234.  Have  any  transcripts  been  made  in  this  office  for  perpetuation  ? — Yes; 
some  of  the  newly  discovered  Nonce  Rolls  have  been  transcribed,  both  with  a view 
to  perpetuation,  and  with  a view  at  some  future  time  to  printing.  Mr.  Cole 
may  also  have  made  some  other  transcripts ; but  if  he  has,  I cannot  describe  them 
at  the  present  moment. 

1235.  How  many  keepers  are  there  who  have  access  to  those  records? — A most 
inconvenient  number ; the  whole  of  the  sworn  and  side  clerks  of  the  King’s  Re- 
membrancer’s Office  have  access  to  them,  and,  in  defiance  of  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  the  records  home  to  their 
own.  houses. 

1236.  There  are  24  of  those  gentlemen? — Yes,  there  are. 

1237.  Who  have  all  access  to  those  records,  and  who  may  remove  them  to 
their  own  houses  ? — They  remove  them  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  court. 

1238.  Did  Mr.  Cole  ever  tell  you  that,  being  ordered  by  you  to  transcribe  a 
caption  of  seisin  of  possessions  in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  and  those  officers  having 
possession  of  those  records,  would  not  allow  them  to  do  it  ?— I think  Mr.  Cole 
stated  to  me  that  some  impediment  to  the  transcription  of  that  caption  was  thrown 
in  his  way  by  the  officers ; but  no  steps  were  taken,  in  consequence,  I rather  think, 
of  the  board  determining  that  the  caption  of  seisin  should  not  be  copied,  the 
expense  was  found  to  be  too  great. 

1239.  But  this  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  keepers  was,  in  fact,  an  impedi- 
ment to  Mr.  Cole  doing  it? — It  .would  have  been  an  impediment  had  the  intention 
to  transcribe  the  record  in  question  continued. 

1240.  Where  are  the  records  of  the  Pell  Office  kept?— They  are  in  the  office 
of  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Receipt  and  Issue  of  the  Exchequer,  Whitehall. 

1241.  Who  is  the  keeper  ? — Sir  John  Newport. 

1242.  Has  the  commission  done  any  work  in  that  office? — It  has;  shortly 
before  the  Act  abolishing  the  offices  of  Auditor,  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Pells,  and  the  several  offices  subordinate  thereto  came  into  operation, 
the  board  obtained  very  full  information  respecting  the  records  belonging  to  all 
those  departments.  In  September  1834  a report  was  made  to  the  commissioners 
respecting  them,  and  I am  sorry  I have  not  brought  a copy  of  it  with  me. 

1243.  Was  any  thing  done  in  consequence  ? — Yes  ; at  the  board  of  the  11th 
April  1835,  I see  it  was  stated  that  the  secretary  had  been  in  correspondence 
and  communication  with  Sir  John  Newport  and  the  Treasury  respecting  those 
records,  and  that  arrangements  had  been  made  to  have  them  cleaned,  sorted  and 
catalogued  under  the  superintendence  of  the  board.  Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  a 
clerk  in  the  Chapter  House,  is  employed  during  extra  hours,  by  Sir  John  Newport, 
to  sort  and  arrange  the  records  belonging  to  the  ancient  clerk  of  the  Pells.  They 
are  also  repaired  by  the  workmen  of  the  commission,  under  Mr.  F.  Devon’s 
.direction.  By  a Report,  dated  the  29th  of  February,  it  appears  that  up  to  that 
time  there  had  been  repaired,  cleaned  and  labelled  in  that  office  244  records. 
These  records  are  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.,  Edward  I.,  Edward  II.  and 
Edward  III.,  and  there  is  one  of  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  beino-  a Norman  Pipe 
Roll,  the  only  one  of  that  King’s  reign  which,  as  Mr.  Devon  states,  is  known  to 
exist. 

] 243*.  That  has  been  found  within  the  last  year  ? — Yes. 

1244.  It  is  a very  valuable  record? — It  k a very  curious  record. 

1245.  Were 
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1245.  Were  those  formerly  kept  in  the  stone  tower?— In  the  stone  tower  at  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

the  north-east  entrance  to  Westminster  Hall,  or  in  the  brick  building  adjoining  • TT 

I believe  in  the  stone  tower.  ' * 4 March  ,836. 

1246.  Was  that  a proper  building  for  them  to  be  in  ? — The  building  was  damp. 

1247.  In  what  state  of  arrangement  are  they?— The  miscellaneous  records 
were  of  course  unarranged,  as  in  almost  all  the  other  offices  : they  are  now  being 

arranged. 

1248.  How  long  do  you  think  that  arrangement  will  take  place  before  it  is  com- 
pleted ? — I have  seen  no  calculation  of  the  time. 

1249.  As  the  arrangement  is  so  defective,  there  is  great  want  of  calendars  and 
indexes  ? — There  are  neither  calendars  nor  indexes. 

1250.  Is  the  work  of  making  calendars  and  indexes  going  on  simultaneously 
with  the  arrangement  ? — Mr.  Devon  is,  I believe,  making  a catalogue. 

3251.  Is  any  thing  done  in  the  way  of  binding  and  repairing  them? — They  are 
repaired. 

1252.  What  has  been  done  with  respect  to  the  fees  in  this  office  ?— The  office 
of  clerk  of  the  Pells  is  abolished  ; there  are,  I apprehend,  no  fees  received. 

1253.  Are  frequent  searches  made  among  them  ?— I believe  that  the  records  of 
which  we  are  speaking  are  valuable  only  for  historical  and  literary  purposes.  I am 
certain  Sir  John  Newport  would  permit  no  fees  to  be  taken  for  examining  them  ; 
indeed  the  Act  of  Parliament  creating  his  office  does  not  authorize  the  receipt  of 
fees.  The  whole  of  those  records  ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  British  Museum, 

1254.  But  researches  for  literary  and  historical  purposes  must  be  greatly  im- 
peded by  the  want  of  calendars  and.  arrangement  ? — Certainly. 

I255-  The  circumstance  of  so  valuable  a record  as  the  Norman  Pipe  Roll  of 
Richard  I.  having  only  been  found  in  the  last  year,  is  a proof  of  the  total  want 
of  arrangement  ? — The  Committee  may  form  some  notion  of  the  state  of  confusion 
in  which  the  records  in  that  office  were  before  the  recent  removal,  when  I state, 
that  alongside  an  issue  roll  of  John,  I found  Lord  Denman’s  Patent  of  Peerage. 

1256.  Have  any  transcripts  been  made  in  this  office  for  the  purpose  of  perpe- 
tuation ? — Sir  John  Newport  has  had  some  transcripts  made. 


Frederick  Holbrooke , Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

1257.  Mr.  Jervis.]  YOU  were  a sub-commissioner  under  the  old  board? 

I was  employed  under  the  Record  Commission  from  1809. 

12,58.  Up  to  what  time  ? — Till  the  dissolution  of  the  board  in  1831. 

1259.  You  are  not  now  a sub-commissioner  ?— I received  an  order  from  Mr 
C?°P£ th%  the  wo.rk  should  be  suspended.  I have  had  repeated  communications 
with  Mr.  Cooper  since,  and  letters  from  him  upon  the  subject,  but  have  received 
no  appointment,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind. 

1260.  Upon  what  work  were  you  engaged  ?— Upon  the  Feeders,  from  the  com- 
mencement. 


1261.  You  say  you  had  repeated  communications  with  Mr.  Cooper;  have  you 
ever  received  any  order  from  the  board  upon  your  suspension  ? — I have  the  official 
letter  with  me  from  Mr.  Cooper,  in  which  he  states  he  was  directed  by  the  board 

1262.  r or  what  reason  were  you  suspended  ?— It  was  stated  that  the  commis- 
sioners wished  to  discontinue  all  the  works  under  the  commission. 

1263.  Had  much  expense  been  incurred  in  the  publication  of  that  work 
A very  great  expense  indeed. 

1 264.  It  is  now  imperfect  ? — Yes. 

1265.  Will  you  produce  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  you  ? 

[The  Witness  produced  the  same.] 


12 66.  Be  so  good  as  to  produce  it  in  the  order  in  which  it  occurred,  and  o-ive  the 
4hofAprilf8n3iral  °Utline  ofit?~This  is  the  first  letter  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
enough  to  state  it?— “ New  Boswell  Court,  28th  of  April  1831,” 
J p , E 00pjer'i.  Slr;~It ® my  du‘y  t0  inform  you,  that  the  Commissioners 
tLT  . p , r,ds  ?ave  ordered  that  all  the  measures  for  the  publication  of 
7 croS  ~ be  dlscontmued.  I am  your  obedient  servant,  &c.” 

1208.  Have  you  the  answer  to  that?— I called  upon  him,  and  I had  a long 
conversation  with  him.  This  is  the  next  official  letter : “ New  Boswell  Court, 
incons  Inn,  June  24,  1831,”  signed  by  Mr.  Cooper,  addressed  to  Frederick 
33'  n 3 Holbrooke, 


F.  Holbrooke,  Esq. 
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F.  Holbrooke,  Esq.  Holbrooke,  Esq.  “Dear  sit; — The  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  desire  that 
4 March  1836.  you  transmit  to  me,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  a list  and  description,  to 
the  best  of  your  power,  of  all  transcripts,  that  to  your  knowledge  or  information 
have  at  any  time  been  made  for  the  use  of  the  commission,  and  which  have  not 
been  printed  ; the  commissioners  have  as  yet  no  account  of  the  transcripts  of  the 
Cartas  Antiquae  in  the  Harleian  Library,  and  of  some  others  which  you  lately 
mentioned  to  me.  I remain,  dear  sir,  &c.”  I waited  upon  Mr.  Cooper,  and 
explained  where  the  transcripts  were  that  I made  myself,  amounting  to  five  thin 
folio  volumes,  and  I have  no  doubt  they  were  recovered ; Mr.  Cooper  told  me  so 
himself;  they  had  got  into  private  hands.  This  is  the  next  letter  : “ December 
10th  1831,”  from  Mr.  Cooper  to  Mr.  Holbrooke.  “ Dear  sir; — You  will  have  the 
goodness  to  transmit  to  me  the  transcripts  belonging  to  the  Record  Commissioners 
that  are  in  your  possession ; the  work  will  not  be  resumed  at  present,  but  pro- 
vision will  shortly  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  money  due  to  you.” 

1269.  What  did  you  do  upon  that?— I called  upon  Mr.  Cooper  repeatedly ; 
Mr.  Cooper  gave  me  every  expectation  and  every  hope  that  after  twenty-two 
years’  service  my  case  would  at  any  rate  be  brought  before  the  board  ; but  I have 
never  been  examined,  and  I am  well  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  in  every  matter  connected  with  the  Fcerlera  from  the  year  1809. 

1270.  Have  you  never  been  before  the  board? — No,  I could  never  get 
Mr.  Cooper  to  bring  it  before  the  board  ; he  stated  there  was  no  necessity,  as  the 
work  was  suspended.  I have  three  or  four  more  letters.  This  is  the  27th  of 
November  1832,  from  Mr.  Cooper  to  Mr.  Holbrooke : “ Dear  sir; — Unless  I greatly 
deceive  myself,  you  mentioned  that  among  the  transcripts  of  the  Fcedera  you  sent 
me,  was  a royal  order  enjoining  all  keepers  of  records  to  give  access  to  some  cele- 
brated writer,  whose  name  I forget,  to  all  the  stores  in  their  custody.  I have 
looked  for  this  order,  but  in  vain ; can  you  give  me  any  clue  by  which  I can  find 
it.”  In  answer  to  that,  I waited  upon  him  personally,  and  gave  him  a copy  which 
I had  made  from  the  original.  We  were  conversing  upon  the  subject  of  the 
great  charges  of  the  public  offices ; and  I then  explained  there  was  an  order  in 
the  time  of  Charles  II.  ordering  parties  to  have  transcripts  upon  public  business 
without  paying  fees.  The  next  is  a letter  of  the  16th. September  1833,  from 
Mr.  Cooper  to  Mr.  Holbrooke:  “Dear  sir;— We  are  beginning  to  think  of  the 
Fcedera;  and  I am  directed  to  ask  you  for  information  to  assist  us  in  determinino' 
upon  some  plan  for  the  future  publication  of  the  work;  we  find  that  all  the  proofs 
were  returned  by  the  printer  to  you,  or  to  the  late  Dr.  Adam  Clarke.  Have  you 
any  of  them  in  your  possession,  or  do  you  know  what  has  become  of  them?  we 
are  very  desirous  of  ascertaining  how  far  the  instruments  in  the  old  edition  were 
collated  with  the  originals  ; it  is  clear  that  they  were,  in  some  instances,  although 
not  in.  all.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  collating  the  instruments 
in  the  old  edition  with  the  originals  when  the  latter  are  to  be  found  ?”  I waited 
upon  Mr.  Cooper,  and  personally  explained  every  thing  to  him  necessary  upon  the 
subject,  in  consequence  of  his  having  stated  in  the  letter  he  was  directed  to  make 
inquiries,  I suppose  from  the  board.  The  next  is  the  26th  of  December  1833: 

“ Dear  sir ;— Your  letter  of  the  21st  of  November  found  its  way  unfortunately  into 
the  wrong  portfolio,  which  is  the  reason  it  has  remained  so  long  unanswered ; 
there  is  no  probability  of  our  resuming  the  Fcedera  at  present;  the  only  person 
whose  attention  is  directed  to  the  subject  is  the  secretary.  I am  in  correspond- 
ence with  many  librarians  upon  the  continent,  to  ascertain  what  materials  for  the 
work  are  to  be  found  in  foreign  collections;  there  must  be  many  : lists  are  making 
01  those  in  English  libraries,  and  an  accurate  catalogue  is  forming  under  my 
directions  of  the  transcripts  made  by  order  of  the  old  board ; I have  also  had 
some  of  the  sheets  m the  printed  work  collated  with  the  originals  in  the  Chapter 
House  and  the  Tower : this  is  all  that  is  done,  or  likely  to  be  done.  I find  so 
little  gratitude  for  my  exertions,  that  I am  half  disposed  to  throw  up  my  office, 
which  has  been  to  me  the  source  of  no  small  loss  in  my  profession.” 

1271.  What  did  you  do  upon  that?— I gave  him  at  different  times  every  infor- 
mation in  my  power,  and  wrote  a short  report  upon  the  principle  of  carrying  on 
the  Fcedera,  not  iipon  the  old  plan,  but  a plan  I wished  to  have  been  adopted 
years  ago,  and  which  I find  Mr.  Cooper  has  been  acting  upon  in  the  last  year. 
This  is  the  24th  of  February  1835  : “ Dear  sir; — Indeed  I am  much  obliged  by  all 
your  communications  respecting  the  Fcedera;  and  the  reason  you  have  heard 
pothing  from  me,  is,  that  there  has  been  nothing  determined  upon  ; next  year,  and 

not 
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not  before,  probably  the  subject  will  be  brought  before  Parliament.  I am  grieved  F.  ffofw-r,  Esq. 
much  to  hear  of  your  pecuniary  loss.”  

royo.  Was  any  thing  done  upon  that?— That  was  the  last  communication  * March  ,S3<i’ 

I had  from  Mr.  Cooper. 

1273.  Was  your  view  of  your  case  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  board 
to  your  knowledge  r — It  never  was. 

1274.  You  say  that  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  in  transcripts  and 

other  work  done  by  you  ? — Yes.  ^ 

1275.  Has  it  been  printed,  the  work  done  by  you?— Almost  all  the  earlv 
volumes  of  the  Fmdera,  particularly  the  first  and  second  volumes,  were  transcribed 
by  myself  at  Oxford,  at  Cambridge,  and  the  British  Museum. 

1276.  How  much  is  there  that  is  finished  by  you  that  is  not  published  ?— The 
transcripts  for  several  years  past  were  made'  by  Mr.  Bailey  at  the  Tower  • they 
were  sent  to  Mr.  Caley,  and  never  found  their  way  into  my  possession  • I believe 
they  are  very  voluminous,  as  well  as  those  collected  at  the  State  Paper  Office  ' 

1277.  Have  you  any  thing  further  to  state  to  the  Committee?— I have  only  to 

state  that  I was  22  years  in  the  commission,  and  I have  received  that  very 
abrupt  notice  of  Mr.  Cooper’s,  on  the  28th  of  April  1S31 ; and  having  repeatedly 
ca  led  upon  him,  and  given  him  every  information  in  my  power,  and  havino-  been 
led  by  him  to  conclude  that,  .upon  the  re-establishment  of  the  board  1 should  be 
placed  in  some  situation  at  the  board,  having  been  for  22  of  the  best  years  of 
my  life  occupied  there.  J 

,T  12?8-171ll.e  Chairman.]  Were  you  originally  appointed  a sub-commissioner?— 

}es,  m 1815.  Previously  to  the  publication  of  the  first  volume,  I was  employed 
for  six  years  as  an  assistant  commissioner ; I was  appointed  by  Mr  Caley  the- 
secretary,  with  the  sanction  of  Lord  Colchester,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  chairman  of  the  board. 

1279.  You  have  never  received  any  formal  re-appointment  as  a sub-commis- 

sioner  front  the  present  board  r— No ; I received  an  official  notification  in  1815 
from  Mr,  Caley  of  my  appointment  as  a sub-commissioner,  after  being  six  years 
an  assistant  commissioner  under  the  old  board.  ° J 

1280.  Mr.  Charles  Viltiers_i\  Did  you  ever  make  any  application  to  the 
board  yourself  upon  being  dismissed  after  22  years’  service?— I considered  that 
Mr.  Cooper,  as  secretary,  was  the  organ  of  the  board,  and  I pressed  him  to  lay 
my  statement  before  the  board  ; it  was  not  correct,  I conceived,  to  write  letters  or 
to  communicate  through  any  other  person  but  the  secretary. 

Luna,  7“  die  Mar  Hi,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Chares  Duller. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 

The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.  [ 


Mr.  Ilawes. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


MR-  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair. 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  again  called  in  ; and  made  the  following 
Statement. 

esq  “Xtl”r’vaCt00tfineKt0t4e  T/  0f  tlie  Commit,ee.  ‘he  letter  of  R.  Byham,  C.  P Cooper,  E„. 

Rrard  Corn  y-  4 b“ard  °f  Ordnance,  in  answer  to  the  application  of  the  

,r  r™h  “ gunpowder  under  Cmsar’s  Chapel,  at  the  Tower,  ? “«"*  lS36. 
ght  be  removed.  [The  witness  delivered  in  the  same.  1 When  the  Chairman’s 
quiries  were  directed  to  the  measures  taken  at  the  Tower,  as  to  transcribing  and 
informat'  ^ & ? omitted  to  deliver  in  a document,  affording  afl  the 

ing  he  earLTof  t ‘ T- be,delil'ed  1 il  is  “titled,  “ Statement  concern- 

rtfi  t J iT  °f  R°  S “ thC  ReC°rd  °fficeat  the  Tower>  distinguishing 
deliver  i j h-ICh  ar  T m.Pr°g,ess>  and  wlls“  is  to  be  done  with  others I now 

such  rich  ’ i • m 0,n§i 150  W1H  venture  to  remark, that  as  no  nation  ever  possessed 
rich  archives,  so  none  ever  formed  so  magnificent  a plan  for  their  pub- 

L 4 lication : 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  lication  : and  that  when  this  portion  of  the  work,  contemplated  by  Parliament  and 

the  board,  shall  be  complete,  it  will  be  the  noblest  monument  that  was  ever  raised 

7 March  1836.  to  the  ancient  glory  of  a people.  [The  witness  delivered  in  the  same.']  I was 
desired  by  the  Committee  to  produce  copies  of  every  work,  pamphlet,  notice, 
circular,  &c.  whether  complete  or  in  progress,  printed  by  Messrs.  Rowofth 
& Son.  It  appears  by  a letter  irom  'Messrs,  Roworth  & Son,  that  the  whole  of  the 
impression  of  two  or  three  works  was  delivered  ; of  those  I can  furnish  my  own 
copies,  if  it  be  desired.  In  laying  these  w;orks  before  the  Committee,  they  will 
perhaps  permit  me  to  draw  their  attention  to  one  that  is  unfinished ; indeed  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  Appendixes  alone  are  printed,  and  that  those  are  not  complete : it 
is  the  Secretary’s  Report  upon  the  Fcedera,  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
continuing  that  publication  upon  the  plan  adopted  by  the  old  board,  and  also  upon 
the  materials  illustrative  of  the  history,  antiquities  and  literature  of  the  British 
Islands,  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  and  archives  of  the  continent.  I am  not 
going  now  into  the  motive  or  object  of  making  searches  and  transcripts  abroad 
either  for  the  Foedera  or  the  National  Historians ; but  I wish  to  be  allowed  now  to 
State,  that  the  Appendix  (A.),  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  was  undertaken  by  me  in 
the  year  1832  ; that  it  has  been  solely  compiled  by  myself,  much  of  it  from  my 
correspondence  with  the  archivists  and  librarians  of  Germany ; that  I devoted  to  it 
the  whole  of  the  long  vacations  of  1832,  1833  and  1834,  and  part  of  the  long 
vacation  of  1835,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Christmas  and  Easter  vacations  of 
those  years.  That  in  compiling  it,  I have  examined  more  than  2,000  volumes 
principally  folio  volumes,  in  Latin,  French,  German,  Italian,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Swedish,  Danish  and  other  European  languages ; and  that  objections  being  some 
time  ago  made  by  one  of  the  commissioners,  who  is  now  present',  to  the  purchase 
of  books  for  this  undertaking,  and  a considerable  number  being  still  wanting  to 
enable  me  to  bring  my  task  to  a satisfactory  close,  I have  myself  bought,  out  of  my 
private  funds,  all  that  were  wanting,  and  which  my  clerk  informs  me  have  cost 
me  more  than  500/.  As  it  is  known  to  many  persons  that  I have  a very  large  library 
of  my  own,  it  is  but  justice  to  mention,  that  such  books  (like  most  of  the  books 
bought  for  the  commission)  are  not  of  a kind  that  I have  the  slightest  wish  to 
possess  myself.  When  therefore  the  books,  in  the  purchaseof  which  I have  expended 
this  sum  of  500/.,  are  done  with,  they  will  not  be  incorporated  in  my  own  library, 
but  exchanged  for  other  books,  or  sold,  and  probably  at  a considerable  loss  to  my- 
self : I mention  this  only  to  show  the  importance  I have  attached  to  obtaining  for 
the  inquirer  into  English  history,  antiquities  and  literature,  the  matters  to  be 
found  in  this  Appendix  (A). 

1281.  The  Chairman  '.]  You  said  they  would  not  be  incorporated  into  your  own 
library  1 — They  are  books  I paid  for  out  of  my  own  money ; but  as  they  will  be  of 
no  use  to  myself,  when  I have  finished  my  task  I shall  not  keep  them,  but  they 
will  be  sold  or  exchanged  by  me.  I have  another  matter  to  mention.  The  chair- 
man, in  the  course  of  my  second  day’s  examination,  asked  me  several  questions 
as  to  Mr.  Cole  having  made  some  report  or  suggestion  to  me  respecting  a calendar 
or  index  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  supposed  to  have  been  compiled 
at  the  expense  of  the  board,  which  was  about  to  be  sold  with  Mr.  Caley’s  other 
manuscripts  and  books.  When  I was  last  here,  I communicated  to  the  Committee 
some  information  upon  this  matter,  but  I had  not  then  found  Mr.  Cole’s  letter, 
containing  such  report  or  suggestion  ; I now  have  it  with  me  ; it  is  dated  the  18th 
of  July  1834.  Mr.  Cole  says,  “ It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  index  to  the  miscellaneous  rolls  in  the  Augmentation  Office  was 
made  by  Mr.  Charles  Gay  and  Mr.  Henry  Barber  whilst  they  were  in  the 
pay  and  employment  of  the  commission  ; indeed  the  making  this  index  con- 
stituted the  chief  part  of  Mr.  Henry  Barber’s  occupation  at  Mr.  Caley’s  residence. 
Henry  Barber  received  15  s.  a week  for  about  four  years,  amounting  to  150  /.,  and 
was  employed  in  writing  out  this  index,  covering  about  400  rolls  (a  month’s 
employment  at  most),  and  in  copying  Mr.  Caley’s  private  letters.  It  appears  to 
me,  therefore,  upon  no  principle  whatever  besides  Mr.  Caley’s  ipse  dixit,  can  this 
index  be  claimed  as  his  private  property  ; and  it  undoubtedly  should  be  reclaimed 
as  belonging  to  the  Record  Commission.  The  index  I believe  to  be  of  extremely 
little  value ; indeed,  by  an  improved  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Augmen- 
tation Office,  it  will  become  useless  in  a very  short  time ; yet,  on  the  principle  of 
right,  it  should  certainly  be  reclaimed.”  This  was  the  letter  that  Mr.  Cole  wrote  to 
me ; I have  now  ascertained,  as  I mentioned  before,  that  this  matter  was  fully 

investigated 
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investigated  by  me;  that  the  greater  part  of  this  index  (for  it  was  an  index  rather 
than  a calendar)  was  made  by  a person  of  the  name  of  Atterbury,  who  was  naid  by 
Mr.  Caley  out  of  his  own  private  purse ; and  although  Charles  Gay  and*  Henry 
Barber  made  a portion  of  it,  yet  that  this  was  done  during  extra  hours ; and  if 
they  ever  happened  to  be  occupied  with  it  during  the  commission  hours,  ’the  loss 
was  made  up  to  the  commission  by  their  working  after  time.  The  index  was,  how- 
ever, as  Mr.  Cole  states  in  his  letter,  worthless,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Cole 
having  cut  off,  I presume  with  a view  to  his  contemplated  new  arrangement, 
some  hundreds  of  the  labels  and  covers  on  the  records  indorsed  by  Mr?  Caley, 
with  the  title,  date,  county  and  names  of  places  on  each  roll,  and  which  it  had 
occupied  the  men  four  years  in  putting  on. 


• Edward  Protheroe,  jun.  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

1282.  YOU  are  a member  of  the  Record  Commission?— I am. 

1283.  Were  you  member  of  the  old  commission  ?— No,  of  none  of  the  former 

commissions. 

1284.  Were  you  an  original  member  of  this  commission  ?— No,  I was  not  ■ 
I was  put  on  by  what  is  called  Cold  Seal ; the  exact  day  of  the  appointment  I d<! 
not  recollect. 

1285.  Do  you  recollect  when  you  first  attended  the  board?— I rather  think  it 
was  in  May  1831;  from  December  1831  to  May  1832  I was  confined  to  my  room 
by  a very  severe  illness,  and  in  June  I left  town  for  the  recovery  of  my  health, 
and  remained  incapable  of  attending  any  board  till  the  end  of  the  year,  when  my 
time  was  wholly  occupied  in  a protracted  canvass  of  Bristol,  previous  to  the 
general  Election. 

1286.  The  Committee  have  before  them  a letter  from  you  to  the  secretary  of 
the  record  board,  dated  July  1832,  and  published  in  September  of  the  same 
year;  what  induced  you  to  address  this  letter  to  the  secretary?— A request  of 
the  secretary  that  I would  write  my  opinions  upon  the  subject  to  which  that  letter 
mainly  refers,  the  continuation  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  edition  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Writs. 

1287.  Was  this  letter  printed  for  the  private  use  of  the  board  ? — I conclude  it 
was  printed  for  the  private  use  of  the  board. 

1288.  Did  not  a copy  of  this  letter  find  its  way  into  the  library  of  the  British 

Museum  r— 1 believe  it  has;  upon  looking  over  the  catalogue  of  books  presented 
to  the  British  Museum,  I saw  with  some  surprise  that  that  letter,  together  with 
others,  respecting  disputes  with  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  Mr.  Devon,  Mr.  Cole 
and  other  gentlemen,  had  been  presented  to  the  Museum,  and  by  Mr.  Cooper- 
and  1 understood  that  a book,  containing  this  and  other  record  pamphlets,  lias 
been  presented  to  the  British  Museum  by  some  one  of  the  name  of  Charles  Hughes, 
01  Koss  or  Brecon.  » 0 

1289  Was  Mr.  Hughes,  of  Ross,  a commissioner  ?— Certainly  not:  I know 
not  who  he  was. 


129°.  How  came  he  in  possession  of  this  letter,  printed  for  the  private  use  of 
the  board : — I am  sure  I cannot  say. 

1291.  Besides  that,  there  is  another  copy  of  the  letter  in  the  British  Museum  ? 
-that  presented  by  the  secretary.  With  regard  to  this  letter,  I felt  some  demur 
about  having  any  letter  of  mine  published  at  the  expense  of  the  commission;  but 
Mr  Cooper  over-ruled  the  objections.  I communicated  to  him,  and  stated  that 
as  the  letter  re  ated  to  the  business  of  the  board,  and  as  the  Bishop  of  Llandaif  was 
writrng  also  a letter  upon  the  same  subject,  to  be  published  at  the  expense  of  the 
commission,  he  thought  my  scruples  misplaced. 

1292.  Sir  M.  TV.  Ridley .]  Did  he  at  that  time  ask  your  permission  or 
your  approbation  m any  way  to  making  the  letter  public  ; if  it  was  to  be  printed 
as  a letter  for  the  use  of  the  board,  did  he  make  known  to  you  his  intention  of 
maxing  it  public,  or  consult  you  upon  the  propriety  of  it?- No,  he  did  not;  at 

lnjr  must  say  I felt  satisfaction  at  having  my  sentiments  upon  what 
I t0  if  coniiuct  of  sucl1  a commission  recorded ; and  I do  not  feel,  as  far  as 
confidence^  ^ C°nCemd’  that  the  *™lation  of  that  letter  was  any  violation  of 


whiJci'  o'  Chairman.]  You  had  stated  before  this  the  order  of  importance  in 
von  ti.'  if1, 1 ougctthe  different  objects  of  the  commission  came;  in  what  order  do 
" e GOlnmissioa  ought  to  have  proceeded  to  discharge  the  different  duties 
m intrusted 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 


7 March  1836. 


E,  Protheroe,  jun. 
Esq. 
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E.  Prothcree,  jun.  intrusted  to  it  ? — The  arrangement  of  the  records  should,  I think,  be  the  first  object  ; 

Esq.  the  regulation  of  access  for  the  public,  the  second ; and  consequent  upon  that  second 

■ * object,  the  establishment  of  such  a system  as  would  secure  access  to  the  public 

7 March  1836.  generally,  on  the  payment  of  moderate  fees,  and  to  persons  engaged  in  historical 
or  literary  research  the  freest  use  of  the  records,  relieved  from  the  payment  of  all 
fees.  The  third  object  of  the  commission,  I should  say,  would  be  the  publication  of 
the  most  ancient  records,  or  those  of  the  greatest  historical  and  constitutional 
interest. 

1294.  Then  it  is  your  opinion,  that  the  work  of  printing  even  the  most 
valuable  of  those  records  should  have  been  made  subordinate  to  the  prior  duties 
of  the  commission  to  arrange  those  records,  and  to  render  them  accessible  to  the 
public  ? — Indisputably ; if  any  instances  were  required  of  the  want  of  judgment  in 
preferring  publication  before  arrangement,  or  even  of  not  postponing  the  publica- 
tion to  arrangement,  there  will  be  proofs  submitted  to  this  Committee  in  abund- 
ance. Even  as  relates  to  our  commission,  an  instance  of  the  unadvisableness  of 
publication  before  the  contents  of  the  Record  Offices  are  ascertained,  was  sub- 
mitted  to  my  notice  within  the  last  two  or  three  months.  A considerable  portion 
of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  relative  to  Wales,  has  been  discovered  in  the  Augmen- 
tation Office  ; our  commission  has  published  a sixth  or  supplementary  volume  to 
the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  in  which  this  part  lately  discovered  is  not  comprised. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  discovery  of  this  portion  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus 
has  been  made  in  the  office  which  for  years  was  in  the  custody  of  Mr-  Caley, 
the  late  secretary  of  the  Record  Commission,  and  who  was  one  of  the  co-editors 
of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

1 29.5.  This  being  an  office  which  has  the  greatest  mass  of  Ecclesiastical  Records, 
it  would  be  that  in  which,  independent  of  the  peculiar  facilities  that  Mr.  Caley 
had,  as  keeper,  it  would  be  natural  to  make  a thorough  search  while  publishing 
any  document  relating  to  the  church  ? — Certainly. 

1 296.  Was  not  it  a matter  of  complaint  against  the  former  commissions,  that  they 
neglected  the  business  of  arranging  the  records,  and  rendering  them  accessible,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  devote  more  time  and  money  to  the  publication  of  their  various 
volumes  ? — I believe  it  was  a very  general  complaint,  and,  I believe,  a very  well 
founded  one. 

1297.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  commission  has  fulfilled  its  duties  in  the 
order  of  their  relative  importance  ? — I regret  to  say  I do  not  think  it  has  fulfilled 
its  duties : we  had,  up  to  a certain  period,  suspended  all  publications  generally; 
all  the  old  works  of  the  former  commission  were  stopped,  and  we  had,  at  that 
moment,  an  opportunity,  without  injury  to  the  prospects  of  any  literary  men,  of 
ascertaining  the  state  of  the  records,  and  we  might  have  devoted  our  time  and 
attention  and  our  funds  more  to  the  arrangement  of  the  records  than  to  their  pub- 
lication. 

1298.  But  the  printing  was  resumed  before  the  arrangement  was  completed?— 
The  arrangement,  so  far  from  being  completed,  is  a word  wholly  inapplicable  to 
the  present  state  of  the  records  in  any  one  office  in  the  kingdom,  with  an  exception 
in  favour  of  the  Tower,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  classification  of  the  records. 

1 299.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  secretary,  that  as  it  appears  that  a greater  propor- 
tion of  the  money  has  been  expended  in  printing,  in  the  proportion  of  1,500/.  in 
the  business  of  arrangement,  and  20,000/.  in  the  other  business  of  the  board,  the 
greater  part  of  which  really  went  in  printing,  that  the  reason  of  that  is,  that  prinf- 

- ing  is  comparatively  so  much  more  expensive  than  arrangement  or  repairs ; do  you 

consider  such  a defence  tenable,  unless  it  should  be  proved  that  all,  or  very  nearly 
all,  which  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  arrangement,  has  been  done? — No,  1 do 
not  consider  it  a tenable  defence ; at  the  same  time  I would  remark,  that  I am  not 
decidedly  opposed  to  publication  simultaneously  with  the  arrangement  of  the 
records.  I am  very  much  surprised  to  hear  that  statement  made  by  the  Honour- 
able Chairman,  because  it  is  not  long  since  I remarked,  that  the  proceedings  in  the 
record  offices  were  very  inefficient,  and  Mr.  Cooper  complained  of  my  represen- 
tation as  quite  unnecessary  and  unfair,  inasmuch  as  a sufficient  number  of  work- 
men were  always  to  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  and  there  were  funds  abundant 
for  the  object  I had  in  view. 

1300.  Do  you  not  consider  that  it  reflects  some  discredit  upon  the  commission, 
that  while  the  records  are  in  such  a thorough  state  of  disarrangement  as  you  de- 
scribe, so  enormous  a proportion  of  its  funds  has  been  devoted  to  what  you  consider 

a secondary 
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a secondary  object?— Yes,  I do,  and  that  has  always  been  one  of  the  subjects  of  B.  Pro/heroe,  jun. 
dissatisfaction  I have  had  with  the  proceedings  of  the  present  board.  Esq. 

1301.  Did  you  send  any  notices  to  the  board  on  the  subject  of  fees  ? I drew 

the  attention  of  the  board  to  this  subject,  by  a notice  to  the  board  on  the  23d  No-  7 March  i836, 
vember  1833,  having,  however,  previously  urged  Mr.  Cooper’s  attention  to  the 

subject  repeatedly  on  former  occasions.  [ Delivering  in  a paper.]  The  notice 
alluded  to  stands  the  first  in  the  printed  paper  I have  just  delivered  in  ; it  is  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  following  passage  in  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion : “ And  also  to  make  full  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  duties  of  the  several 
officers,  clerks  and  other  ministers  having  the  care,  custody  or  management  of  the 
public  records,”  &c. 

1302.  What  was  done  in  consequence  of  this  notice?— Nothing  was  done. 

1303.  Was  not  it  discussed  at  the  board?— When  I rose  to  bring  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  board,  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Brougham)  quitted  the  room 
and  broke  up  the  board. 

1304.  I thought  the  object  that  Lord  Brougham  had  most  at  heart  was  to  do 
away  with  all  abuses  in  the  management  of  the  records? — As  he  was  the  chief 
originator  of  the  present  commission,  and  had  the  clause  inserted  in  the  commis- 
sion, by  which  we  were  directed  specially  to  investigate  into  the  fees  and  salaries 
of  the  record  officers,  I should  conclude  that  such  was  his  object. 

1305.  But  it  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  before  the  Committee,  that  he 
ever  took  any  effectual  means  to  carry  that  object  into  effect?— The  Committee 
will  be  able  to  judge  of  that  from  the  evidence  which  has  been  submitted  to  them. 

It  is  right  I should  state  that,  after  Lord  Brougham  quitted  the  board,  the  com- 
missioners re-formed  themselves  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Dundas,  and  that 
the  other  notices  were  superficially  discussed  ; but  as  their  attention  was  chiefly 
directed  by  me  to,  the  question  of  auditing  the  accounts,  and  as  Mr.  Cooper 
solemnly  promised  that  I should  have,  as  soon  as  term  time  was  over,  all  the 
information  upon  our  expenditure  that  I desired,  I abstained  from  pressing  my 
motion,  the  rather  as  my  views  were  not  supported  by  any  and  opposed  by  several 
of  the  commissioners,  and  I agreed  to  wait  for  Mr.  Cooper’s  promised  report,  which 
he  gave  me  reason  to  expect  within  so  short  a period. 

1306.  Do  you  consider  that  effectual  means  were  taken  in  the  outset  by  the 
commission  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  its  duties  and  necessary  labours,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  arrangement  and  repairs  ,df  the  records  ? — I have  previously 
stated,  that  soon  after  I was  first  appointed  commissioner,  I was  confined  to  my 
bed  by  severe  illness,  and  as  my  recovery  was  tedious,  I did  not  attend  the  board, 
excepting  once  or  twice  perhaps,  till  a year  after  its  formation ; but  I am  not  . 
aware  of  any  means  having  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  general  state  of  the  records 

in  London  or  elsewhere  previous  to  my  attendance,  and  certainly  no  diligent  or 
efficient  investigation  has  ever  jjfeen  made  into  their  state  at  any  subsequent  period. 

1307.  Do  you  consider  th,at  any  insurmountable  obstacles  have  been  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  commission  by  the  keepers  of  the  records  in  the  various  offices? 

—I  am  not  aware  of  any  obstacles  having  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  com- 
mission ; I believe  that  jrhere  may  have  been  some  degree  of  anxiety  about  the 
effect  of  our  investigation,  whenever  it  should  be  made  into  the  fees  or  salaries  of 
the  parties  who  hacjHhe  custody  of  the  records ; but  I never  experienced,  and 
doubt  much  whethey  any  one  else  has  experienced,  any  opposition  to  a proper 
investigation  into  tffie  state  of  the  records  on  the  part  of  the  Record  Office  keepers. 

1308.  It  has  bejen  stated,  that  the  secretary  on  one  occasion  ordered  the  work 
of  transcribing  at  the  Tower  to  be  performed  sub  rosd,  on  account  of  these  alleged 
obstacles ; do  you)  think  that  a proper  mode  of  conducting  the  business  of  a com- 
mission ?— I think  it,  on  the  contrary,  highly  reprehensible  ; I heard  some  years 
ago  from  Mr.  Qooper,  that  he  met  with  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  King’s 
Kemembrancer  e/t  the  Exchequer  Office ; but  what  the  nature  of  that  opposition 
was,  was  never  Sufficiently  explained  to  me.  I remonstrated,  however  (by  letter, 
m June  1833),  faith  Mr.  Cooper,  upon  the  want  of  judgment  which  I thought  he 
displayed  in  hid  manner  of  application  to  those  officers,  and  suggested  to  him 

ia  , if  any  opposition  was  made  by  the  Record  Office  keepers,  either  the  supe- 
rior or  the  infei/ior  keepers,  that  that  opposition  and  the  nature  of  it  should  be 
rought  fairly  Led  plainly  before  our  board,  in  order  that  we  might,  by  the 
authority  witly^vhich  we  were  invested,  remove  those  obstacles,  and,  if  we  had 
ho  powei\sidmcient  to  remove  them,  apply  to  Parliament,  stating  our  incapability, 

0,33’  \ M2  and 
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E.  Protheroe,  jun.  and  endeavour  to  obtain  powers  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  the  objects 
Esq-  of  the  commission. 

. Marcj  ig  6 ’3°9-  The  evading  the  difficulty  in  such  an  irregular  way  as  this,  by  getting 

7 ' arci  1 ? ' transcripts  done  by  a person  who  happened  to  be  in  the  Tower  sub  rosd  for  the 
commission,  which  on  the  face  of  its  authority  had  sufficient  power  to  get  them 
done  in  a more  regular  way,  is  that,  in  your  opinion,  so  proper  a mode  of  acting 
as  at  once  meeting  the  difficulty,  ascertaining  its  exact  extent,  and,  if  necessary, 
applying  to  Parliament  for  an  extension  of  power  ? — The  mode  of  evading  the 
difficulty  was  not  only  not  an  advisable  one,  but  a highly  improper  one.  The 
transaction  to  which  the  Honourable  Chairman  refers  is  one  of  which  I am  wholly 
ignorant ; and  I am  at  a loss  to  understand  how  any  difficulty'  could  possibly  have 
led  to  such  a proposition  on  the  part  of  the  secretary.  The  difficulties  to  which 
my  former  reply  refers,  are  obstacles  supposed  to  have  been  raised  to  the  cleans- 
ing and  arranging  the  records : difficulties  in  obtaining  transcripts  are  what  I 
have  never  contemplated,  or  ever  heard  of;  and  certain  I am,  if  they  existed,  they 
ought  to  have  been  remedied  in  a very  different  manner  from  that  which  the  ques- 
tion supposes. 

13’  O-  It  has  been  stated  by  the  secretary,  if  he  had  recourse  to  such  a proceed- 
ing, it  was  on  account  of  the  obstacles  thrown  by  Mr.  Petrie  in  the  way  of  the 
business  of  the  commission  ; and  he  has  stated,  that  the  nature  of  those  obstacles 
was  Mr.  Petrie’s  requiring  the  orders  of  the  board  before  he  allowed  any  work  to 
be  done  under  its  sanction  ; do  you  not  think  in  this  matter  Mr.  Petrie  was  right, 
and  that  whatever  business  was  done  under  the  authority  of  the  board,  ought  to 
have. been  done  by  its  express  order? — The  objection  raised  by  Mr.  Petrie  to  a 
compliancy  with  the  order  of  the  secretary,  I conceive  to  be  highly  creditable  to 
him;  and  I sincerely  wish  that  all  record  keepers,  and  all  the  sub-commissioners 
and  editors  receiving  the  money  of  the  commission,  had  had  the  courage,  and 
I would  almost  add  the  honesty,  to  have  demanded  like  authority. 

1311.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  alleged  obstacles  on  the  part  of  the  record 
keepers,  have  arisen  very  much  from  the  want  of  a proper  official  mode  of  trans- 
acting business  on  the  part  of  the  secretary  ?— I believe  that  they  have  done  so ; at 
the  same  time,  as  I am  very  much  unacquainted  with  what  may  have  been  Mr. 
Cooper’s  proceedings,  in  getting  introduction  to  the  variolas  offices,  and  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  commission,  I can  only  make  the  answer  hypothetically.  b 

1312.  How  are  the  meetings  of  the  board  called  ?— Practically  they  are  called 

” by  the  secretary,  after  a communication  either  with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 

Brougham,  or  with  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  were  the  usual 
chairmen. 

1313.  Suppose  you,  as  a commissioner,  wanted  to  have  a meeting  of  the  board 
at  any  particular  time,  you  would  have  to  apply  to  the  secretary  ? — I should  apply 
to  the  secretary,  stating  to  him  my  reasons  for  wishing  a board  to  be  called. 

1314.  And  if  it  was  not  convenient  for  the  secretary  to  call  a board,  it  would 
rest  in  his  power  to  prevent  it  being  called? — Practically,  I think,  such  is  the 
effect  of  our  constitution  ; because  the  parties  to  whom,  he  applies  to  fix  the  days  of 
meeting  of  the  board,  being  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  any  individual  commissioner  would  feel  gr^at  reluctance  to  trouble 
those  official  persons,  whose  time  is  so  much  taken  up  with  important  business, 
by  subjecting  them  to  two,  'or  perhaps  several,  applications  for  the  same  object. 
They  must  finally  settle  the  day  and  hour  of  meeting  with  the  secretary. 

J3’5-  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.]  Would  you  not  think  it  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
tary,  such  representation  having  been  made  to  him,  to  state  it;  to  the  other  com- 
missioners, and  to  take  their  opinion  upon  an  important  point  ?-j— Certainly,  and  I 
know  of  no  instance  in  which  the  secretary  has  declined  callinlg  a board ; it  has 
never  occurred  to  me  to  apply  for  a meeting  of  the  board.  T 

1316.  The  Chairman .]  But  still  if  the  secretary  chose  to  take  a\different  view  of 
his  duty,  or  not  to  do  his  duty,  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  prevent  a meeting  of 
the  board  ?— Practically  such  would  be  the  effect,  and  such  i)s  the  effect  of 
the  working^  of  the  commission,  as  it  relates  to  the  meetings  of?  committees  of 
the  commissioners.  I 

J3]  7-  Can  you  state  any  instance  in  which  a meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
commission  has  been  prevented  by  the  secretary,  at  a time  when  a\ny  member  was 
desirous  it  should  meet  ?— Yes,  1 have  represented  to  Mr.  Cooper  the  propriety  of 
the  committee,  of  which  I am  a member,  for  the  regulation  of  the  {distribution  of 
the  publications  of  the  commission  meeting,  and  stated  my  reasons  wihy  I thought 

7 that 
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that  such  committee  ought  to  meet;  but  Mr.  Cooper,  as  late  as  the  29th  of  E.  Profiler, 
January  this  year,  stated  to  me  that  he  must  decline  calling  a committee  of  the  ' Esq! 

commissioners,  first,  on  account  of  his  avocations  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  

secondly,  because  there  were  no  applications  before  the  board  fpr  the  publications 
of  the  commission.  The  second  reason  I hold  to  be  invalid,  inasmuch  as  one 
object  of  mine,  in  wishing  the  committee  to  be  assembled,  was,  to  propose  that  the 
books  should  be  distributed  without  such  applications,  my  opinion  beino-,  that  the 
requiring  those  applications  was,  in  several  cases,  an  unnecessary  impediment 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  distribution  of  the  works  of  the  commission. 

1318.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  Cooper’s  avocations  formed  a valid  objection? 

If  Mr.  Cooper’s  legal  business  interfered  with  the  affairs  of  the  board,  I think 
another  secretary  ought  to  be  appointed  ; I am,  however,  bound  injustice  to  Mr. 

Cooper  to  state,  that,  on  urging  his  private  legal  business  as  a reason  for  not  com- 
plying with  the  former  request  of  mine,  relative  to  auditing  the  accounts,  and 
submitting  information  about  the  state  of  our  affairs,  he  has  always  stated  as  in 
his  letters,  dated  20th  May  1834,  20th  May  1835,  26th  May  1835,  that  it  ias  an 
express  understanding  between  him  and  Lord  Brougham,  that  the  record  business 
was  to  yield  to  his  private  law  avocations,  and,  to  use  his  own  words,  “ that  the 
condition  on  which  he  accepted  the  office  of  secretary  was,  that  its  duties  should 
be  made  in  all  respects  secondary  and  subordinate  to  his  professional  avocations.” 
bo  that  Mr.  Cooper  took  the  office  on  the  understanding  that  the  business 

of  this  Royal  Commission  was  to  be  made  subordinate  to  his  legal  business  ? It 

would  appear  so  from  the  letters  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  written  to  me;  I,  however, 
beg  to  add,  that  no  applications  of  mine  can  reasonably  be  stated  ever  in  their 
effect  or  consequence,  if  complied  with,  necessarily  to  have  interfered  with  Mr. 

Coopers  legal  avocations,  the  information  I required  being  such  as  ought  to 
have  been  in  existence  at  the  time  I applied,  and  such  as  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
ducible at  a moment’s  notice  by  any  one  of  his  clerks.  1 

1320.  Are  there  any  fixed  periods  for  the  meeting  of  the  board  ?— None. 

1321.  How  is  the  course  of  the  business  to  be  done  at  each  meeting  of  the  board 
arranged,  and  who  prepares  the  notices  for  the  Agenda  ?-The  business  for  each 
board  is  regulated  by  the  secretary ; he  prepares  the  Agenda,  and  regulates  the 
notices  according  to  his  own  idea  of  their  importance  and  interest. 

1322.  Do  the  commissioners  ever  give  notice  of  motions  on  their  own  part?— 

^fes,  Lord  Dover  gave  a notice  about  the  building  of  a general  record  depository 
and  1 nave  given  on  two  or  three  occasions  other  notices. 

1 323.  Sir  Charles  Lemon. ] How  are  the  Agenda  prepared  ?— The  Agenda  at  first 
were  merely  written ; afterwards,  Mr.  Cooper  adopted  the  plan  of  printing  the 
Agenda;  subsequently  the  Agenda  having  formed  a volume,  Mr.  Cooper  stopped 
the  work,  and  notices  of  business,  or  the  Agenda,  are  now  again  put  in  writing 

1324-  Were  the  notices  prepared  entirely  by  Mr.  Cooper,  or  at  the  suggestion 
of  any  member  of  the  committee? — Entirely  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

1325.  Without  any  previous  arrangement  among  the  commissioners?— Cer- 
tamly,  without  any  previous  arrangement  : I may  perhaps  add  in  elucidation  of 
that  question,  that  the  Agenda  is  so  much  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Cooper  that 
a member  may  write  a letter  or  a report  to  be  inserted  in  the  Agenda,  and  Mr. 

2pei'ray  Publ’s,ll  tIiat  ]etter,  having  expunged  any  part  of  it  which  does  not 
please  him,  or  which  he  thinks  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  publish.  I addressed  a 
ettei  to  the  secretary,  m which  I made  a protest  that  I considered  of  very  great 

“ P 7 °harf C*^’  " * Mfmber  °f  Parliament;  or  as  a person  liiefy  to 
be  again  m Parliament,  relative  to  Hie  sum  of  500 1.  a year,  granted  by  the  com- 

ta I T brf0re  1 WaS  “ membcl'  °f  the  commiss<>”.  ‘o  Mr.  Caley,  the  kte  secre- 
of  L I.  PaSSage  Tf  eXpUnged’  “nd  the  noti“  I received  of  the  omission 

fiP  Tlge  *aS’  16  S7mg  “y  letter  p™ted  so  mutilated  in  the  Agenda. 

on?v8to °f/a0t’  1 has  been  at  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  not 

“e  elm  7 but  also  *°  *at  proposed  by 

It,fpPeals  from  the  reply  I have  just  given,  that  the  seer e- 
ofJrenort  eo 7 ° a “““““cation  made  by  a commissioner  in  the  form 

board  ?h,  t I "'rg  hlSuen7e7  Wlth  resPect  *°  the  afliirs  “d  conduct  of  the 
a direct  nntik  f say  that  Mr.  Cooper  would  think  himself  authorized  to  alter 
instance  n?  i f a ,motlon  *at  “ commissioner  has  given,  because  I have  no 
oFIEw  a aa  alte,rat'on  betng  made.  But  Mr.  Cooper  did  take  the  liberty 
sort  of  aS,r  *erAi?enda  for.  1St!‘  December  1835,  a notice,  for  which  lie  had  no 
authonty  from  me,  viz.  <•  Objections  brought  by  Mr.  P.  against  the  mode  . 
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E.  Prot/ieroe,  jun.  in  which  the  business  of  the  board  is  conducted.”  Now  I considered  this  an 
- s<k  uncalled-for  interference,  since  I had  given  a long  list  of  notices,  which  he  post- 

'7  March  18  6 poned  to  this  notice  of  his  own,  and  I considered  his  notice  either  useless  or  inex- 

' arc  1 3 • pedient.  It  was  the  secretary  in  fact  determining  in  what  manner  a commissioner 
should  bring  forward  his  motions. 

1327.  Mr.  Hawes.']  In  the  case  in  question  was  any  reason  assigned  for  the 
omission  of  the  paragraph  in  the  letter?— Mr.  Cooper  told  me  he  thought  it 

. inexpedient  that  Parliament  should  become  cognizant  of  our  having  given  what 
must  be  viewed  as  a pension  by  the  commission,  that  the  Agenda  would  be  in  the 
library  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  this  grant  would  thereby  become 
known. 

1328.  Sir  M.  JV.  Ridley.]  Do  you  think  that  the  private  avocations  of  the 
secretary  have  at  any  time  interfered  with  or  hindered  the  due  and  proper 
proceedings  of  the  board  ? — Of  course  ; if  those  excuses  that  were  made  to  me 
were  sincere,  the  legal  business  of  the  secretary  has  interfered  with  his  duty  as 
secretary ; but  I really  do  not  think  that  his  legal  business  need  at  any  time  have  in- 
terfered with  such  business  as  I proposed  to  him,  business  which  related  solely  to 
the  production  of  an  analysis  of  the  accounts  : such  analysis,  if  not  made  during 
term  time,  might  be  made  before  term  time  ; the  meeting  of  the  library  committee 
need  not  have  been  attended  even  by  the  secretary ; and,  after  all,  the  business  to  be 
discussed  at  the  book  or  library  committee  might  have  been  despatched  in  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  or  half  an  hour,  therefore  I cannot  conceive  that  the  legal  business  of  the 
secretary  need  have  interfered  with  his  duties  as  secretary  to  the  Record  Commis- 
sion in  any  matters  to  which  I called  his  attention. 

1329.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  any  instances  you  recollect  in  which  tlm 
business  of  the  board  has  been  actually  impeded  or  stopped  in  its  progress  by  the  pri- 
vate avocations  of  the  secretary? — Not  directly.  I do  not  know  whether  the  Com- 
mittee will  consider  that  the  business  has  been  stopped,  when  I say,  that  for  three 
years  consecutively  Mr.  Cooper  has  deferred  the  meeting  of  the  auditors  of 
accounts,  because  both  he  and  his  clerk  also,  according  to  his  letters  to  me,  have 
been  so  fully  employed,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  him  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  subject.  If  that  is  considered  an  impediment  to  the  discharge  of 
the  business  of  the  commissioners,  undoubtedly  his  law  business  has  not  only  been 
raised  by  him  as  an  impediment  to  the  discharge  of  the  record  business,  but  has 
actually  proved  to  be  an  impediment  to  it.  I have  felt  that  it  was  extremely  incon- 
venient to  put  off  the  audit  of  the  accounts,  which  are  made  up  to  the  12th 
March  in  each  year,  to  the  end  of  June  or  July,  or  to  the  beginning  of  August; 
and,  as  far  as  I am  individually  concerned,  my  stay  in  town  has  been  twice  incon- 
veniently prolonged  by  such  a delay,  or  I have  been  obliged  to  return  to  London 
for  that  purpose  alone. 

1 330.  The  Chairman.]  Have  the  private  legal  avocations  of  the  secretary  ever 
been  urged  to  any  commissioner  besides  yourself  as  a reason  for  not  doing  the 
work  of  the  commission  ?-— They  were  urged  at  the  board  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  information  required  by  me  in  November  1833,  and  Mr.  Cooper, 
stated,  that  he  considered  I pressed  him  very  hard  in  requiring  the  informa- 
tion at  that  time.  Again,  I must  state  to  the  Committee,  that  the  information 
required  at  that  period  was  nothing  more  than  information  that  ought  to  have  been 
produceable  at  a moment’s  warning  at  any  time.  Mr.  Cooper  stated  to  me  that  he 
would  prepare  the  information  I required  in  the  ensuing  vacation. 

1331.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Upon  what  point  was  the  information  required  ?-- Some 
only  of  the  documents  proposed  by  me  in  the  Paper  given  in,  viz.  Notices  for  No- 
vember 23,  1833,  information  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  commission,  the  appro- 
priation of  our  funds,  the  salaries  and  the  remuneration  of  editors,  and  the  ope- 
rations in  the  different  record  offices;  but  in  February  1834,  Mr.  Cooper  stated  to 
me  by  letter,  dated  3d  February,  “I  have  done  nothing  as  to  any  report,  as  I 
promised  you  I would,”  as  indeed  he  had  so  solemnly  promised  me  in  November 
preceding. 

1332.  During  the  period  you  have  mentioned,  was  there  not  a Return  made  to 
Parliament  respecting  the  expenditure  under  the  Record  Commission  ?--There 
was  a Return  made  to  Parliament  on  the  motion  of  the  Honourable  Chairman 
in  1834  ; but  I have  never  thought  that  our  knowledge,  and  consequent  regu- 
lation, of  the  expenditure  of  the  commission  ought  to  be  made  dependent  m 
anv  way  upon  the  applications  of  individual  Members  of  Parliament,  or  even  the 

Order 
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Order  of  The  House  of  Commons;  but  that  we  ought  to  have  all  our  affairs  set 
before  us  for  our  own  control,  direction  and  satisfaction. 

1333-  You  have  stated  for  three  years  you  have  applied  for  some  information 

respecting  the  accounts,  and  from  time  to  time  they  have  been  delayed? I think 

my  application  for  the  production  of  the  analysis  of  the  expenditure  was  contem- 
poraneous with  my  first  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  commission  in  September 
1832,  and  the  same  applications  and  exertions  have  been  continued  up  to  the 
present  moment. 

1334.  The  Chairman .]  When  a member  gives  notice  of  business,  does  that 
notice  take  precedence  of  the  notices  given  by  the  secretary  ? — No ; on  the  occa- 
sion alluded  to,  my  notices  of  November  1833,  the  general  business  of  the  board 
on  the  manuscript  paper  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  hands  was  regularly  gone  through, 
before  I was  allowed  an  opportunity  of  bringing  my  printed  notices  before  the 
board;  and  again  on  the  18th  of  December  1835,  and  the  27th  of  January  1836, 
my  notices  have  regularly  come  on  subsequent  to  the  business  which  Mr.  Cooper 
has  thought  it  right  to  bring  before  the  board. 

1 335-  Has  it  ever  happened  to  you  that  any  of  the  notices  you  have  given  were 
not  discussed  at  all,  owing, to  the  want  of  time  ?— Yes,  in  all  the  instances  in  which 
I have  brought  forward  notices  to  the  attention  of  the  board,  some  have  remained 
for  subsequent  discussion. 

1336.  When  they  were  postponed  for  want  of  time  from  one  meeting,  have  they 

precedence  at  the  next  meeting  over  notices  given  by  the  secretary  ? No  they 

had  not.  5 J 


1337.  What  is  the  usual  hour  of  meeting  of  the  board?— The  usual  hour,  I 
think,  has  been  three  o’clock,  sometimes  we  have  met  earlier. 

1338.  How  long  do  the  meetings  generally  last  ?— As  long  as  day-light  lasts  in 
wmfer,  or  the  natural  impatience  of  members  of  the  board,  previously  tired  with 
official  or  Parliamentary  business,  will  allow  them  to  sit  in  summer  time. 

1339.  Mr-  Hawes.]  Or  necessary  attention  to  duties  in  Parliament  then 
about  to  commence  ? -Our  mCetipgs  have  generally  been  held  on  Saturdays,  in 
order  that  The  Speaker  might  have  an  opportunity  afforded  him  of  attending,  he 
being  the  regular  chairman. 

1340.  The  Chairman.]  Then,  in  fact,  the  secretary  has  had  it  in  his  power  prac- 
t.cally  to  appoint  when  you  should  meet,  how  long  you  should  sit,  and  what 
business  you  should  do  ?— Practically  he  has  had  that  power,  except  as  to  the  time 

s'ttmf’  because  Jat  has  been  regulated  with  reference  to  the  valuable  time 
of  lhe  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  the  Lord  Chancellor  : occasionally, 
however,  both  on  boards  and  committees,  with  reference  to  the  legal  avocations  of 
the  secretary  himself. 

1341.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  mean  that  any  board  has 
ever  adjourned  upon  the  ground  of  the  legal  avocations  of  the  secretary  ?-No  I 
did  not  say  that  any  board  was  ever  “ adjourned,"  but  the  previous  question  had 
reference  to  the  duration  of  th,e  sitting  of  the  board,  and  to  the  hour  at  which  the 
board  met ; that  I believe,  has  usually  been  three  o’clock,  for  the  accommodation 
of  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  the  Lord  Chancellor ; but  1 am  cer- 
tain that  committees  have  been  tegulated  in  their  hour  of  meeting  with  reference 

A secr?ary’.a2d  1 1*™  a very  strong  impression  of  the 
appointment  of  a board  having  been  influenced  by  the  same  fair  consideration. 

'3f2,  . - fed,  consistently  with  the  understood  condition  of  the 

ZZTrL*  ?$?" ^‘condition  is  asserted  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  correspon- 
repeat., lily,  solemnly  and  distinctly  to  me;  but  I did  not  treat  it  as  a grave 
condition,  or  as  one  recognized  by  the  board,  or  that  I have  ever  heard  of  myself 
irom  any  other  person.  J 

tlie'iS  T)le  ChaWrhanP]  Were  there  any  bye-laws  made,  or  any  regulations  for 
NottW  T °f  46  C°Tf'0n  T11  ltS  assembli”g  tta  a board  or  on  committees  ?- 
sibn  nor  table  rrf4;  Ut  n°‘  havmg  b“n  an  oriSinal  “ember  of  this  commis- 
wond  vest  T . a!"  Consec!ueT  of  llbess  at  the  commencement  till  the 

iaa/  Y„’ 1 H T.u  V°  ails™’,,he  question  decidedly  : I know  of  none, 
tanmlr.l  m 1^  °bjeCtS  °f  the  ““mission  in  their  order  of  importance; 
luraL  'f  a amoun!  expended  since  the  existence  of  the  present  com- 

ssion  upon  what  you- consider  its  principal  objects  ?-Certainly  not. 

of  the  r'  H°W  COme?  ll,  y°u  are  not  awal'e  of  so  important  a part  of  the  conduct 
lime  of  which  you  are  a member  ?_ Because  no  analysis  has  at  any 

>cen  made,  either  of  the  expenditure  during  any  one  year,  or  of  the  expen- 
4 diture 
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diture  during  any  period  of  years.  I have  been  always  extremely  sensible  to  the 
necessity  of  having  such  an  analysis,  and  I must  say  that  I think  great  discredit 
attaches  to  the  commission  for  not  having  such  an  analysis  made. 

1346.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Has  the  necessity  for  having  such  an  almost  indispensable 
document  been  pressed  upon  the  commission  at  any  of  their  meetings? — Viewing  this 
as  a matter  which  depended  very  much  upon  the  will  and  opinion  of  the  secretary 
I limited  my  exertions  to  obtain  this  analysis  for  a long  period  to  communications' 
with  the  secretary ; I have  subsequently  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  board  in  1833,  in  the  notices  alluded  to  already,  and  I submitted  an  analysis 
of  my  own  making  by  way  of  specimen.  In  the  summer  of  1835,  again  in  Novem- 
ber 1835  and  January  1836,  I repeated  likewise  motions  proposing'  such  an 
analysis ; I have  also  repeatedly  noticed  the  importance  of  having  such  a docu- 
ment to  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I have  the  honour  of  being  associated  as 
auditors  of  the  accounts. 

1 347.  The  Chairman.]  Have  you  not  personally  inspected  the  operations  car- 
ried on  in  several  offices,  and  is  not  the  result  of  your  inspection  stated  in  the 
Agenda? — There  is  a statement  in  the  Agenda  of  the  personal  inspection 
I made  two  or  three  years  back ; but  I wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
I have  not  continued  any  regular  superintendence  of  those  proceedings,  because  I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  if  it  was  thought  that  they  were  conducted  always  in 
the  way  that  I approved,  either  as  to  system,’  extent  or  result.  That  statement 
which  appears  in  the  Agenda  was  printed  at  my  request,  in  order  that  the  com- 
missioners might  know  what  I had  been  doing’at  that  period.  Mr.  Cooper  having 
stated  at  a board  that  I had  created  insubordination  amongst  the  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  commission,  and  that  he  had  heard  nothing  “but  Mr.  Protheroe  here 
and  Mr.  Protheroe  there,”  and  that  my  recommendations  were  in  opposition  to 
his  own,  who  was  the  proper  organ  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  board,  I remon- 
strated at  that  time  against  Mr.  Cooper’s  representations,  and  assured  him  he  was 
perfectly  misled,  or  that  the  parties  were  stating  what  was  false  with  regard  to 
my  interference,  and  that  I would,  to  satisfy  him  upon  that  point,  and  the  commis- 
sioners also,  submit  a statement  to  be  printed  in  the  Agenda,  showing  what  I had 
done.  I was  subsequently  recommended  by  one  of  the  commissioners  to  be  a little 
careful  in  my  conduct,  and  to  suggest  what  alterations  I thought  desirable  in  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  business  toJYIr.  Cooper.  So  seeing  that  my  exertions 
were  liable  to  be  misconstrued  by  the  commissioners,  and  misrepresented  to  Mr. 
Cooper,  I relapsed  into  a state  of  what  I may  characterize  as  very  gentlemanlike 
inactivity. 

1348.  And  after  that  no  complaints  were  made  against  you  ? — No;  but  I be- 
lieve that  the  nature  of  my  interference  was  at  once  explained,  and  that  it  was 
seen  both  by  the  commissioners  and  Mr.  Cooper  that  I had  not  interfered  with 
any  orders  of  the  board,  and  that  the  representations  that  had  been  made  were 
erroneous. 

1349.  At  any  rate,  no  such  complaints  were  made  when  you  had  relapsed  into 
this  state  of  inactivity  ? — No. 

135°.  Do  you  adhere  to  the  statement  you  have  made  in  that  paper  of  the 
condition  of  the  Augmentation  Office;  do  you  think  it  was  not  exaggerated? 

Certainly  not  exaggerated;  it  was  as  dirty  as  a chimney  sweeper’s  room 
may  be. 

,351*  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Caley  conducted  the 
arrangement  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  the  Chapter  House  and  the  Rolls 
Chapel?  It  would  perhaps  be  unfair  to  visit  upon  Mr.  Caley  the  errors  which 
originated  from  various  sources,  the  commission,  Parliament  and  the  public,  and 
to  lay  upon  him  the  blame  of  a system  which  showed  that  an  extensive  orderly 
and  business-like  plan  of  cleansing  and  arranging  the  records  had  never  been  con- 
templated or  settled;  but  indisputably  the  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  Aug- 
mentation Office  in  a very  drowsy  and  filthy  manner. 

1352-  The  Committee  wish  to  direct  your  attention  particularly  to  Mr,  Caley’s 
arrangement  of  the  records,  which  you  say  have  been  left  in  this  filthy  and  disor- 
derly  state ; Mr.  Caley  arranged  these  records  and  bound  them ; what  do  you 
think  of  the  arrangement  he  carried  on,  do  you  think  it  was  a clear  and  satisfac- 
tory one  . I think  the  principle  upon  which  he  went  was  faulty ; he  did  not  exa- 
mine at  "Once  the  contents  of  his  office  so  as  to  ascertain  what  series  existed  of  the 
different  rolls ; but  he  proceeded  clearing  and  binding  at  once,  and  in  binding  it  is 
evident  to  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  looking  at  the  volumes,  that  he 

bound 
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bound  documents  together  that  had  no  relation  the  one  to  the  other:  the  manner  in 
which  the  documents  are  bound  together  is  very  injudicious  j in  some  cases  the 
large  documents  are  bound  up  with  small,  and  the  fold  occurs  exactly  at  the 
place  where  the  accounts  or  the  numbers  are  put  down;  in  others,  small  docu- 
ments are  bound  up  with  large,  increasing  thereby  a wasteful  expenditure  in 
parchment ; in  other  cases  the  indorsement  upon  the  bound  books  is  incorrect  • 
and  again,  it  varies  where  the  documents  are  the  same : of  these  facts  I was  not 
cognizant  at  the  time  I wrote  that  Report  of  the  state  of  the  Augmentation  Office- 
my  attention  was  then  directed  chiefly  to  the  abominable  filth  and  dirt  that  existed 
there,  and  also  to  the  impossibility  of  a man  cleaning  the  records  neatly  with  such 
poor  accommodation; 

1 353-  But  Mr.  Caley ’s  arrangement,  according  to  your  account,  must  have  been 
an  entirely  artificial  one,  in  which  chronological  and  topographical  considera- 
tions did  not  afford  a proper  clue  to  the  inquirer,  and  the  value  of  which  was 
dependent  entirely  upon  complete  calendars  and  indexes  ? — It  was  utterly  impossible 
that  Mr.  Caley  could  make  a good  arrangement  of  his  records,  having  commenced 
binding  them  before  he  knew  what  was  in  the  office.  At  the  time  he  was  binding 
them,  not  above  one-eighth  part  of  the  records  of  his  office  were  clean,  and  I 
should  say  that  full  one-third  were  wholly  unknown  to  him,  by  his  own  confes- 
sion to  me. 

1354-  Do  yon  not  think  that  it  is  most  important,  in  order  to  render  the  records 
properly  available  without  great  loss  of  time,  that  all  the  records  relating  to  one 
matter  and  one  period  should  be  brought  together  ? — Certainly ; and  therefore  to 
bind  up  the  records  in  the  office  before  the  whole  contents  of  the  ofiice  are  arranged, 
must  he  injudicious  with  a view  to  such  an  arrangement.  Any  arrangement  of 
the  records  of  the  office  must  be,  I should  say,  made  with  reference  to  the  subjects, 
and  then  to  the  dates  of  the  records  on  those  subjects. 

1355-  After  your  visit,  Mr.  Cole  was  placed  in  the  Augmentation  Office  ? Mr. 

Cole  was  placed  in  the  Augmentation  Office  to  superintend  the  cleaners  and 
binders. 

1 356.  Did  Mr.  Caley  after  that  time  until  his  death  actively  superintend  Mr. 
Cole’s  operations  ?— Certainly  not ; I believe  Mr.  Caley  never  came  near  the  office 
after  that  visit  of  mine ; and  one  of  the  principal  motives  I had  for  interfering 
with  the  office,  and  suggesting  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  some  other  person  should  be 
appointed  to  superintend  the  operations  conducted  in  that  office,  was  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Caley,  according  to  the  representations  I had  heard,  had  never  been  near 
the  office  for  a longtime,  and  was  in  such  a state  of  health  that  rendered  it  most 
probable  he  would  die  at  any  moment.  I suggested  the  change,  because  I thought 
there  was  no  efficient  superintendence  given  over  the  operations  conducted  in  the 
name  of  the  commission,  or  over  the  office  itself,  the  keys  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
head  workman,  Charles  Gay. 

1357.  It  is  stated  in  the  Return  to  Parliament,  that  Mr.  Cole  was  arranging  the 
records  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Cooper,  the  secretary  ; did  Mrf  Cooper 
exercise  an  active  superintendence  over  him,  do  you  know  ? — I know  nothing  at 
alias  to  the  nature  of  the  superintendence  that  Mr.  Cooper  exercised  over  the 
operations. 


1358.  Do  you  suppose  that  Mr.  Cooper,  with  his  avocations  as  secretary  and 
his  private  legal  business,  could  have  had  time  properly  to  superintend  the  business 
0 the  arrangement  ? — I will  not  say  that  Mr.  Cooper  might  not  have  established 
some  system  by  which  he  could  have  exercised  an  efficient  control  over  the  opera- 
tions, conducted  by  so  intelligent  and  trustworthy  a person  as  Mr.  Cole;  but  Mr. 
booper  himself  complained  to  me  of  my  having  imposed  upon  him  large  additional 
fluues  by  the  new  arrangement,  in  conducting  the  operations  in  this  office.  Mr. 
Valey  had  previously  paid  the  workmen  engaged  in  repairing  the  records  both  in 
the  Augmentation  Office  and  the  Chapter  House  and  the  Rolls,  and  the  consequence 
pk”,  ,whl.eIl1  Mr.  Cooper  adopted,  was,  to  throw  the  burthen  of  payment  upon 
Mr.  Cooper  s clerk  Mr.  Cooper  considered  there  was  an  additional  responsibility 
tbrown  upon  him  by  the  arrangement  as  to  the  repairs,  and  placing  persons  im- 
mediately under  his  control  in  the  office ; he  consequently  told  me,  he  should  look 
™e  suPenn‘emlmg  ‘he  proceedings  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  he 
thpAi  6 me’  .as  author  of  this  new  arrangement,  to  make  occasional  visits  to 
in  twgffientatl°y  - ,c^;henceray  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  proceedings 
Q ' °®ce>  and  with  Mr.  Cole,  the  sub-commissioner,  engaged  in  that  work. 
w n 13,59.  Have' 
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1359.  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  seeing  what  Mr.  Coles  management 
of  the  office  was  in  regard  to  keeping  it  in  good  order  ? \ es. 

1 360.  Did  he  keep  it  in  better  order  than  Mr.  Caley  ? — There  was  nothing  like 
order  in  Mr.  Caley ’s  time ; and  I believe  within  a very  few  months,  if  Mr. 
Cole’s  operations  had  not  been  suspended,  the  office  would  have  been  completely 
arranged. 

1361.  I am  speaking  not  of  the  arrangement,  but  of  the  cleanliness  of  the 

office?— The  office  was  filthy  before,  and  it  was  immediately  made  perfectly 
clean.  > . 

1362.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Cole  introduced  an  improved  system  of  arranging  the 
records  ?— I believe  that  he  did.  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  great  inconvenience, 
I think,  must  be  felt  by  Mr.  Cole  in  having  the  records  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
there  to  be  arranged  by  him,  and  cleansed  b,y  the  other  workmen  of  the  com- 
mission; such  an  arrangement  as  was  desirable  could  not,  even  under  Mr.  Cole, 
have  been  completed  under  such  disadvantages. 

1363.  Do  you  not  consider  there  was  a material  difference  between  Mr.  Cole’s 
system  and  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  Caley  ? — A comparison  can  scarcely  be  made 
between  the  condition  of  the  office  when  I entered  it  to  set  the  men  at  work,  and 
when  it  had  been  under  Mr.  Cole’s  care  for  a few  days.  There  was  all  the  differ- 
ence between  positive  filthiness  and  cleanliness : there  was  all  the  difference  in 
the  world,  because  the  general  process  of  cleaning  commenced,  and  there  has 
been  no  binding  of  records  since  Mr.  Cole  came  into  the  office,  until  a series  of 
records  has  been  completed.  A very  beneficial  alteration  has  been  made  in  sub- 
stituting portfolios  for  books,  a plan  which  may  not  in  all  cases  be  desirable,  but 
as  we  have  large  masses  of  records  to*  arrange,  and  we  cannot  expect  to  have 
all  bound,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  found  probably  the  best  system  to  put 
the  records  in  portfolios,  and  not  to  attempt  binding  them.  This  matter  will 
admit  of  farther  illustration,  and  perhaps  requires  explanation. 

1 364.  Is  not  the  arrangement  in  a chronological  and  topographical  order  in  a 
much  more  satisfactory  state? — It  must  be  so,  inasmuch,  as  at  the  expiration  of 
Mr.  Caley’s  trust,  the  records  were  not  arranged,  but  in  a state  of  confusion. 

1365.  The  question  refers  to  those  bound  by  Mr.  Caley;  do  you  think  that 
Mr.  Cole’s  system  is  better  than  the  system  pursued  by  Mr.  Caley,  as  to  those  he 
bound  ? — Undoubtedly. 

1366.  Should  you  "be  prepared  to  learn  that  the  systems  pursued  under  Mr. 
Caley  and  Mr.  Cole  have  been  always  precisely  the  same,  and  that  the  whole 
merit  of  either  arrangement,  whatever  it  might  be,  was  that  of  Mr.  Charles  Gay? 
— The  statement  cannot  have  been  seriously  made  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
business  of  the  commission. 

1367.  Do  you  suppose  Mr.  Charles  Gay  is  a man  of  education,  competent  to 
the  business  of  classing  and  arranging  records? — Probably  the  Committee  do 
not  know  who  Charles  Gay  is;  he  is  an  old  workman  of  the  commission,  who, 
at  the  time  the  change  was  made  in  the  arrangement  -of  the  Augmentation  Office, 
was  employed  partly  as  a domestic  servant  to  Mr.  Caley,  and  partly  as  a work- 
man in  cleaning  the  records ; he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Caley  during  the  period 
of  his  illness,  and  perhaps  previously,  in  bringing  the  records  from  the  office 
up  to  Spa  Fields,  and  putting  them  back  again,  and  has  therefore  become,  I dare 
say,  very  well  acquainted  with  the  general  nature  of  the  records  of  the  Augmen- 
tation Office,  and  I believe  he  is  capable  of  reading  so  much  Latin  as  to  ascertain 
the  dates  of  the  Kings’  reigns,  and  the  names  of  the  Kings  in  the  records ; but 
nobody  would  treat  Charles  Gay  as  a Record  Office  keeper,  or  as  a person  to  be 
viewed  as  a man  of  education ; he  is  a highly  respectable  servant  of  the  com- 
mission, and  a good  workman. 

1368.  Do  you  think  that  the  board  has  been  satisfactorily  exercising  the 
duties  intrusted  to  it  by  the  commission,  if  it  has  left  the  whole  arrangement  or 
these  records  to  Mr.  Gay  ? — I never  understood  that  the  arrangement  of  those 
records  had  been  left  to  Mr.  Gay,  and  if  I could  have  supposed  such  was  the 
case,  I should  have  protested  against  it  most  warmly.  The  reason  I had  for 
urging  Mr.  Cooper  to  come  into  the  office,  and  appoint  Mr.  Cole  to  superintend 
the  repairs  of  records  was,  that  Mr.  Caley,  owing  to  his  health,  was  not  able  to 
superintend  the  operations,  and  that  the  office  was  left  to  an  old  servant,  and  the 
common  workmen  of  the  commission ; and  subsequently,  I confess  I have  viewed 
with  no  small  concern  the  state  of  those  records  when  left  by  Mr.  Cole,  ima- 
gining there  was  no  fit  person  appointed  to  take  his  place  as  superintendent  0 
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the  repairs  and  arrangement  of  records ; it  being  understood  that  my  remarks 
do  not  refer  to  the  custody  of  those  records,  which  is  an  entirely  distinct 

question. 

7369.  Did  you  not  direct  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  insecurity  in 
which  the  Augmentation  Office  was  placed  as  surrounded  by  fires  ? — I think 
some  observations  of  that  kind  were  in  the  Agenda  before  alluded  to ; but  the 
insecurity  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  is  not  greater  or  so  oreat  as 
that  of  many  others  equally  valuable. 

1370.  Were  any  measures  taken  upon  that  representation  of  yours? — I think 
some  time  subsequently  an  inspection  took  place  of  those  records.  I had  the 
honour  of  going  with  the  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Mr.  Wynn, 
and,  I believe,  another  member  of  the  commission,  and  reports  were  made  to  our 
board  and  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  some  military  authorities,  on  the  insecurity 
of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House,  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Tower. 

1371.  Did  not  the  fire  that  burned  down  the  House  of  Commons  show  that  your 
alarms  were  by  no  means  unnecessary  or  oyer-strained? — I believe  no  one  ima- 
gined that  the  alarms  were  unnecessary  or  over-strained;  nor  if  any  one  was  to  say 
that  all  the  important  records  in  the  Kingdom  could  be  consumed  before  a suffix 
.cient  number  of  fire-engines  could  be  brought  to  the  spot,  would  it  be  an  exagge- 
rated statement. 

1372.  Did  not  these  records  really  experience  great  danger,  and  some  loss,  at 
the  time  of  the  fire  ? — They  were  in  very  great  danger. 

•373-  You  were  present  at  the  fire?— I accidentally  walked  down  some  time 
after  the  fire  commenced,  and  was  called  upon  by  one  of  the  sub-commissioners* 
Mr.  Black,  to  exercise  that  authority  which  I did  not  believe  I was  possessed  of 
but  under  which  I was  induced  to  commit,  the  act  of  bursting  open  the  door,  on 
the  representations  of  every  body  around  me  that  the  records  must  be  burnt  if 
the  door  was  not  burst  open,  and  the  records  removed. 

1 374-  Were  not  you  obliged  to  fling  the  records  into  the  street  ?— After  every 
exertion  had  been  made  to  remove  the  records  in  baskets,  and  what  drawers  and 
sacks  existed  in  the  room,  it  was  thought  not  unadvisable,  as  the  only  remaining 
means  of  securing  the  records  that  were  yet  in  the  room,  to  throw  them  out  of  the 
windows ; at  that  moment  I must  inform  the  Committee,  that  the  fire  had  taken 
Bellamy’s,  and  the  gas  had  exploded  below,  and  there  was  every  appearance  of 
the  immediate  destruction  of  the  room;  consequently  if  any  of  the  records  were 
damaged  or  exposed  to  wet,  or  thrown  into  the  gutters,  the  alternative  of  throwing 
them  into  a pool  was  better  than  leaving  them  to  be  burnt ; but  still  we  are  not  to 
judge  by  the  event,  as  the  room  was  not  consumed;  for  had  the  wind  blown  from 
any  other  quarter  than  it  did,  and  with  less  violence,  these  rooms  must  have  been 
consumed,  as  the  fire  did  reach  the  next  room. 

1 375.  Was  Mr.  Cole  present  at  that  time  ?—  Mr.  Cole  was  present,  I believe  the 
whole  time  ; I think  he  came  down  about  the  same  time  as  myself. 

1376.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  Cole  neglected  his  duty  on  that  occasion  as. re- 
garded these  records  ? — Certainly  not ; he  was  actively  engaged  up  to  the  very 
last  moment,  and  he  only  left  the  rooms  of.  the  Augmentation  Office  when  I 
intimated  to  him  I was  about  to  withdraw,  and  I thought  he  ouo-ht  also  to  with- 
draw; for  Lord  Fitzclarence  mentioned  that  the  gas  had  not  been  let  off,  and  it 
was  likely  to  explode  below,  and  I thought  our  lives  likely  to  be  endangered 
nit  exploded.  There  was  also  danger  from  the  fire. 

1377.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Cole  neglected  his.duty  in  afterwards  leaving  the  spot 

after  what  had  been  done?— I quitted  the  scene  before  Mr,  Cole  had  .quitted  it 
and  I certainly  did  not  leave  it  until  I thought  every  thing  had  been  done  to  secure 
he  records,  not  only  by  removal  from  the  Augmentation  Office,  but  by  collecting 
them  in  all  ways  from  the  ground  upon  which  they  had  been  thrown:  the  business 
Which  remained  to  be  done,  was  only  to  guard  the  records  in  St.  Margaret’s 
church  and  to  see  that  no  damage  was  done;  but  I. think  that  scarcely  any  thino- 
remained  to  be  done  when  I left.  J B 


1378.  At  what  time  did  Mr.  Cooper  make  his  appearance? — I think  Mr. 
ooper  came  down  about  12  o’clock  ; that  was  after  we  had  quitted  the  Augmen- 
tation Office,  and  considered  that  it  was  unsafe  to  be  there.  In  making  this 
eme!1  ’ ke§>’  however,  to  say,  that  I do  not  suppose  that  the  question  or  mv 

swei  is  supposed  to  reflect  upon  Mr.  Cooper  for  not  having  been  there,  because 
1 mere  accident  might  have  prevented  my  being,  present,  and  the  Augmentation 
QCe  might  have  been  consumed  before  Mr.  Cooper  had  notice  of  it;  it  was  a 
'33‘  n 2 . happy 
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happy  accident  that  Mr.  Black  or  Mr.  Cole  were  there,  there  being  no  place 
attached  to  the  Augmentation  Office  where  any  person  who  had  the  custody  of 
the  office,  or  any  sub-commissioner  or  person  belonging  to  the  office,  or  our  com. 
mission,  had  a bed,  or  even  a sitting-room. 

1379.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.]  It  was  not  part  of  the  duty  of  any  person  be- 
longing to  the  Record  Office  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  time  that  the  fire  unfor- 
tunately took  place? — No ; it  is  one  of  the  many  omissions  in  the  custody  of  the 
records  of  the  Kingdom,  that  the  individuals,  in  whose  care  they  are  nominally 
placed,  must  necessarily  be  absent  from  the  place  at  night,  there  being  no  dwelling 
attached  to  them. 

1380.  Mr.  Hawes.]  The  risk  was  incurred  by  the  indifference  of  the  commis. 
sion  previously  as  to  the  situation  of  the  records? — I am  afraid  we  must  be 
obliged  to  bear  the  burthen  of  such  a charge ; but  at  the  same  time,  the  general 
insecurity  of  the  records  ought  to  have  awakened  the  attention  of  the  public  and 
Parliament,  as  well  as  the  commissioners.  No  representation  had  been  made  to 
Parliament  of  the  insecurity  of  the  records  by  the  commission,  of  which  I am  a 
member,  general  representations  of  insecurity,  I believe,  had  been  made  by  the 
commissioners  who  belonged  to  former  commissions. 

1381.  The  Chairman .]  Are  you  not  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  commission?— 
I am. 

1382.  Is  the  audit  and  examination  regularly  provided  by  the  regulations  of 
the  board,  or  is  it  irregular  and  accidental  ? — In  saying  I am  one  of  the  auditors  of 
the  board,  I beg  leave  to  explain  there  are  no  such  officers  regularly  appointed 
to  continue  auditors,  and  to  be  auditors  at  all  times  of  the  expenditure  of  the  board- 
I,  as  well  as  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Allen,  have  happened  to  be  nominated  auditors, 
on  all  occasions  on  which  the  accounts  have  been  audited ; it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  provided  regularly  by  the  board,  because  in  two  instances  Mr.  Cooper 
has  written  to  me,  that  an  audit  would  take  place,  in  consequence  of  my  repre- 
sentations, and  in  1834  he  stated  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  any  audit  at  all 
in  that  year ; but  subsequently,  in  consequence  of  my  strong  representations,  we 
did  audit  the  accounts. 

1383.  How  often,  in  fact,  since  you  have  been  a member  of  the  commission, 
have  the  accounts  been  audited  ? — Three  times. 

1384.  Mr.  Halves.]  In  five  years? — Yes. 

1385.  The  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  the  accounts  are  made  out  with  suffi- 
cientminuteness ? — The  system  of  accounting  I have  always  disapproved,  and  it  has 
been  condemned ; and,  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Rice,  a committee  was  appointed,  of  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  William  Brougham  and  myself,  were  members, 
and  a system  was  proposed  in  our  report,  which,  I am  happy  to  say,  is  agreeable 
to  the  plan  that  I was  anxious  to  propose  to  the  commissioners  on  former 
occasions. 

1386.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Were  the  accounts  submitted  to  Parliament  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Returns  lately  moved  for,  submitted  to  the  commissioners  before 
they  were  presented  to  The  House  ? — They  were  not. 

1387.  Had  the  commissioners,  as  far  as  you  know,  any  cognizance  of  those 
accounts  ? — No  official  acquaintance  with  them  ; they  may  have  accidentally 
seen  them. 

1388.  Was  any  board  called,  in  consequence  of  the  Returns  that  were  moved  for, 
to  take  them  into  consideration? — None. 

1 389.  Has  that  subject  ever  been  put  into  the  Agenda,  as  part  of  the  business 
of  the  commission  ? — I believe  never.  I am  not  certain  whether  a notice  of  mine 
may  not  literally  in  words,  as  it  did  in  fact,  include  a reference  to  the  Returns 
made  in  1834. 

1390.  The  Chairman.]  Did  you  ever  ask  for  any  explanation  with  regard  to 
those  Returns  ? — No  ; I think  I never  asked  for  any  explanation ; I saw  them  soon 
after  they  were  printed  for  the  use  of  The  House,  and  perceiving  at  once  they 
would  not  answer  the  purpose  which  I had  in  view  when  I put  in  1833  into  Mr. 
Warburton’s  hands  instructions  for  Returns  to  Parliament,  I laid  them  aside,  con- 
vinced that  they  would  be  wholly  useless  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  our  ex- 
penditure ; and  it  was  not  till  the  close  of  the  last  year,  that  I directed  my 
attention  to  them  in  a serious  manner. 

1391.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Did  you  observe  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament,  moved 
for  by  Mr.  Buller,  that  the  secretary  had  overdrawn,  that  he  had  advanced  money 

to 
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to  the  commission  ? — If  that  is  stated  in  the  Returns,  I must  have  seen  it;  but  I beo- 
to  say,  I treated  the  Returns  as  very  trumpery  ; and  being  exceedingly  discom 
tented  that  no  Returns  had  been  made  pursuant  to  the  notice  I had  thought  proper 
to  put  into  Mr.  Warburton’s  hands,  and  which  would  have  been  a continuation  of 
the  Return  made  in  answer  to  a Motion  of  mine  when  a Member  of  Parliament,  I 
scarcely  gave  these  Returns  any  attention,  especially  as  they  had  not  passed  under 
the  notice  of  the  board,  or  been  sanctioned  by  my  own  authority,  as  one  of  the 
commissioners. 

1392.  Did  it  appear  by  the  last  audit  that  the  secretary  was  overdrawn  ? — 
I cannot  answer  that  question  immediately. 

1393.  Will  you  give  the  date  of  the  last  audit  ? — In  my  next  examination  I shall 
be  able  to  answer  that  question. 

1394.  The  Chairman .]  In  auditing  the  accounts,  did  you  become  acquainted  with 
any  expenditure  or  payment  of  which  you  had  been  previously  ignorant  ? — Yes,  a 
great  many. 

1395.  Of  any  amount?— A very  considerable  amount. 

1396.  Mr.  Hawes.]  At  which  audit  did  you  first  become- acquainted  with  any 
expenditure  of  which,  as  a commissioner,  you  were  ignorant? — We  became  ac- 
quainted with  expenditure  of  which  we  were  ignorant  as  to  its  nature  and  object, 
onlyqjerhaps  at  the  first  audit ; but  in  all  subsequent  audits  I have  become  ac- 
quainted, and  I should  say,  that  my  colleagues  have  become  acquainted,  with 
payments  to  individuals,  with  whose  names  even  we  were  wholly  unacquainted, 
although  the  objects  for  which  those  payments  had  been  made  had  become  known 
to  us  at  the  previous  audit.  Perhaps  I shall  best  explain  my  answer  by  stating, 
that,  for  instance,  in  the  purchase  of  books  we  became  acquainted,  for  the  first 
time,  with  any  large  expenditure  of  that  nature  on  our  first  audit ; but  subsequent 
bills  for  books  were  sent  in  from  other  booksellers,  which  purchases  we  had  not 
been  previously  acquainted  with.  We  became  cognizant  at  the  first  audit  of  sums 
paid  for  foreign  collections,  said  to  be  for  the  continuation  of  the  Ecedera.  At  our 
subsequent  audit  we  became  acquainted  with  the  names  of  other  parties  to  whom 
payments  had  been  made,  besides  those  whose  names  had  occurred  the  year  before. 

1397-  The  Chairman.]  By  whom  were  those  payments  made  ? — By  Mr.  Cooper. 
139$-  By  any  authority  from  the  commissioners? — I am  not  aware  of  any 
general  order  for  incurring  this  expenditure ; certainly  none  for  the  particular 
payment. 

1 399-  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.]  Was  Mr.  Cooper  authorized  by  the  situation  he  held 
under  the  board  to  incur  those  expenses  without  the  previous  consultation  and  ap- 
probation of  the  board  ? — I know  that  this  has  been  a matter  of  dispute  between 
Mr.  Cooper  and  myself,  or  a matter  of  amicable  discussion  rather ; but  I should 
say  he  was  not  authorized  by  any  Minute,  although  he  may  have  thought  himself 
authorized  by  a kind  of  tacit  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  to 
whom  he  may  have  mentioned  the  matters  in  a general  manner  when  assembled 
at  the  board,  or  privately,  on  other  occasions. 

1400.  Mr.  Halves.]  Upon  what  ground,  as  an  auditor,  did  you  sanction  pay- 
ments made  by  the  secretary  without  the  direct  authority  of  the  board  ? — The 
question  assumes  that  the  duty  of  the  auditors  on  our  board  was  different  from 
that  which  it  was  considered  to  be  by  the  auditors  themselves  and  the  commission. 

I understood,  and  so  it  was  agreed  between  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  myself, 
that  our  duty  was  solely  limited  to  seeing  that  the  vouchers  agreed  with  the  bills, 
and  that  both  agreed  with  the  entries  in  that  book,  which  I think  is  falsely  called 
Ledger  (and  which  ought  rather  to  be  called  Journal),  and  the  petty  Cash-book. 
Having  therefore  ascertained  that  the  bills  and  the  vouchers  and  the  ledger  and 
petty  cash-book  all  agreed  together,  we  conceived  we  had  discharged  our  duty, 

, and  that  we  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  sanction  of  the  board  to  this 
expenditure : I cannot,  however,  help  saying,  that  with  that  view  of  our  duty,  I was 
not  at  all  satisfied  as  regards  its  utility,  for  I conceived  it  was  only  half  effecting 
that  which  it  was  desirable  we  should  perform  ; my  views  were  not,  however,  ap- 
proved of  by  the  other  commissioners.  If  the  ledger  and  petty  cash-book  are 
examined,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  statement  to  which  we,  as  auditors,  affixed  our 
names,  has  reference  only  to  the  fact  of  the  agreement  of  the  bills  and  vouchers, 
with  the  entries  in  the  petty  cash-book  and  the  ledger. 

'I401.  That  is  to  say,  bills  presented  by  the  secretary  as  bills  incurred  on 
account  of  and  by  the  order  of  the  board  ? — Yes.  Another  statement  is  regularly 
affixed  to  those  accounts  before  they  are  sent  in  to  the  Treasury,  in  which  it  is 
0,33-  n 3 stated 
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stated  that  those  bills  have  been  incurred  by  the  approbation  of  the  commissioners 
and  this  is  signed  by  a quorum  commissioner,  and  this  statement  has  been  always 
signed,  I think,  by  Lord  Brougham. 

1402.  Is  there  any  other  quorum  commissioner  who  has  ever  signed  that 
statement  but  Lord  Brougham? — No.  I cannot  certainly  state  what  quorum 
commissioner  signed  the  last  in  1835. 

1403.  Then  upon  that  quorum  commissioner,  whoever  it  may  be,  devolves  the 
responsibility  of  sanctioning  such  payments  as  the  secretary  charges  to  the  board 

- as  expenses  incurred  by  the  order  of  the  board  ? — Certainly.  And  I beg.  it  to  be 
understood,  that  I feel  quite  assured  it  would  have  been  thought  an  assumption 
of  authority  to  which  I had  no  claim  if  we  had  disputed  any  one  of  the  payments 
that  came  under  our  notice. 

1404.  Will  you  inform  the  Committee  who  are  the  quorum  commissioners?— 
The  Lord  High  Chancellor,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  The 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  Lord  Clerk  Register. 

1405.  Those  are  the  gentlemen  upon  whom  the  duty  devolves  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  bills  presented  by  the  secretary  are  bills  for  expenses  incurred  by 
order  of  the  board  ? — I suppose  they  are  the  persons  who,  according  to  the 
constitution  of  our  commission,  are  to  be  called  upon  by  the  Treasury  to  affirm 
that  the  expenditure  incurred  has  received  the  approval  of  the  board,  because 
Mr.  Cooper  stated  that  the  Treasury  did  not  consider  that  our  signatures  were 
sufficient,  and  that  they  required  him  to  have  the  accounts  approved  of  or  signed 
by  a quorum  commissioner.  . 

1406.  Therefore  the  quorum  commissioner  was  not  called  upon  to  sign  the 
accounts  until  after  you  had  audited  them  ? — No. 

1407.  The  accounts  did  not  come  to  you  as  accounts  sanctioned  by  the  board, 
but  accounts  presented  by  Mr.  Cooper  as  what  were  afterwards  to  be  certified  to 
be  accounts  incurred  by  the  sanction  of  the  board  by  a quorum  commissioner  ?-~ 
The  result  or  the  demand  for  the  subsequent  signature  of  a quorum  commissioner 
proves  that  this  representation  is  correct ; but  we  received  those  bills  as  bills  of 
expenses  incurred  by  the  secretary  in  the  discharge  of  the  business  of  the 
commission. 

1408.  In  fact,  the  same  gentlemanlike  indifference  pervaded  the  accounts  as 
the  records  ? — I should  certainly  say  yes. 

1409.  Th e Chairman.]  In  fact  the  finances  of  the  commission  were  carried  on 
in  this  way,  that  the  money  voted  by  Parliament  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
secretary,  and  that  the  secretary  incurred  what  expenses  he  liked,  and  made  what 
payments  he  liked,  without  ever  taking  the  formal  authority  of  the  board  for  any 
payment  he  might  make? — I think  that  that  statement  would  scarcely  be  a fair 
one.  At  the  same  time,  the  secretary  has  indisputably  incurred  an  expenditure 
both  in  some  of  its  objects  and  in  its  extent  unknown  to  the  commissioners  both 
before  it  was  incurred,  and  subsequently  to  its  being  incurred  ; and  he  has  made 
payments  to  several  individuals  for  whose  employment  I am  not  aware  of  his 
having  any  minute  of  the  board,  and  he  has  augmented  the  salary  of  individuals 
under  the  employment  of  the  board  without  any  direct  authority  from  the  comr 
missioners  at  a board. 

1410.  On  what  authority  is  the  money  paid;  are  the  checks  signed  by  the 
commissioners  or  by  the  secretary  alone  ? — I would  respectfully  recommend  the 
Committee  to  order  the  production  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  I have 
before  alluded  to,  and  of  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheq  uer,  Mr.  William 
Brougham  and  myself  were  members  ; and  I believe  the  Committee  will  there 
find  the  mode  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  commission,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  very  fully  detailed.  I have  no  objection  whatever  to  answer  any 
questions  ; my  only  reason  for  suggesting  this  to  the  Committee  is,  that  they  will 
see  the  plan  fully  detailed,  a frank  admission  of  its  evils,  and  a most  complete 
condemnation  of  it. 

1411.  The  Committee  have  that  paper  before  them? — Then  I will  say,  that 
the  checks  are  not  signed  by  the  commissioners  ; the  payments  have  been  made, 
and,  for  any  thing  I know,  are  made  up  to  the  present  moment  by  the  secretary 
alone,  and  sometimes  by  a clerk,  because  the  only  system  upon  which  the  books 
were  made  up  was,  that  the  book,  called  the  Ledger,  contained  the  payments 
made  by  the  secretary,  and  the  Petty  Cash  book  containing  the  payments  made 
by  the  clerk.  If  any  payments  have  been  made  since  the  27th  January  last,  they 

-must 
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must  have  been  made  not  according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  or 
the  order  of  the  board  adopting  those  suggestions,  since  no  board  has  been  held' 

1412.  Mr.  Hawes.']  Who  are  the  bankers  to  the  commission  ? — Messrs.  Williams 
were  the  bankers  at  one  time. 

1413.  At  present? — I do  not  know. 

1414.  The  Chairman.]  So  that  being  a commissioner,  you  do  hot  know  where 
the  money  is  ? — It  may  be  a very  censurable  ignorance  on  my  part,  but  I confess 
I do  not  know  where  it  is.  I have  certainly  heard  the  bankers’  names  ; but  having 
had  no  sort  of  control  over  our  finahces,  I may  be  well  supposed  liable  to  forget 
those  names. 

141.5.  Mr.  Halves.]  You  cannot  state  whether  it  is  or  not  carried  to  the  private 
account  of  the  secretary  ?■ — I -can  tell  nothing  about  it. 

1416.  The  Chairman.']  It  seems  to  me  that  you  have  so  entirely  confided  in  the 
integrity  of  the  secretary,  that  if  he  had  chosen  to  misappropriate  the  whole 
money,  you  could  not  have  prevented  it?— We  are  certainly  indebted  to  the 
honesty  of  the  secretary  for  not  having  misappropriated  the  'money.  I am  not 
aware  of  any  check  upon  him  that  exists. 

1417-  For  instance,  supposing  the  secretary  .to  have  been  dishonest;  what  was 
there  io  prevent  him,  the  day  after  the  Parliamentary  grant  was  paid,  from  going 
off  with  the  whole  of  the  money  ? — I know  of  none.  I suppose  he  had  the  power 
to  do  it,  as  he  certainly  had  the  power  to  incur  an  expenditure  of  700 1.  or  800  /. 
upon  certain  objects,  for  which  I,  for  one,  conceived  he  had  not  expended  above 
100  /.  * 

1418.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Do  you  at  all  recollect  it  ever  having  been  stated  to  the 
board  by  the  secretary,  that  the  sum  of  8,000/.  was  due  which  was  wholly  unpro- 
vided for : I state  the  fact  upon  the  authority  of  the  minute-book  of  the  date 
of  June  27th,  1831  ? — I was  not  present  at  that  board. 

1419.  Did  the  old  commission  give  to  the  new  commission  an  account  of  their 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  the  state  of  their  funds  ? — I really  do  not  know : the 
first  inquiry  I made,  with  respect  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  commission  was  in 
September  1832,  and  I was  referred  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  statement  in  the  Ao-enda, 
the  Parliamentary  Estimate,  and  his  Pamphlet  upon  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  work  ; 
but  I received  no  satisfactory  information.  I may  just  add  this,  that  I wish  to’ 
state  that  my  investigations  into  the  financial  state  of  the  commission  were  always 
stopped  by  the  want  of  having  an  analysis  of  the  expenditure,  and  a plain  and 
definite  and  clear  balance-sheet  made  out : I postponed  all  investigations  until 
I could  obtain  these,  as  I thought,  necessary  documents. 

1420.  There  was  no  such  balance-sheet  laid  before  you  by  the  old  commission  ? 
-—I  never  saw  such  a thing. 

1421.  Were  the  account-books  of  the  old  commission  put  into  the  possession  of 
the  new  commission  r — I do  not  recollect  the  statement  Mr.  Cooper  made  to  me 
upon  that  subject. 

1422.  The  Chairman.]  When  you  discovered  those  items  of  expenditure,  of 
which  you  were  ignorant  before,  in  the  process  of  your  auditing,  did  you  or  the 
other  auditors  make  any  representation  to  the  board  upon  the  subject  ?— No. 

1423.  Did  you  to  the  secretary  ?— We  expressed,  as  well  as  I remember,  some 

uneasiness  to  Mr.  Cooper  at' the  large  amount  of  expenditure  on  printed  books, 
which,  I think,  exceeded  700/.;  but  our  observations  were  damped  by  perceiving 
that  Mr.  Cooper  disliked  them,  and  he  very  plainly  told  us,  that  his  zeal  in  the 
service  of  the  commission  would  be  seriously  diminished,  if  we  cut  off  from  him 
the  privilege  of  making  this  expenditure  : I,  for  one,  certainly  desisted  from  mv 
remarks  hoping  that  they  would  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  expenditure 
tor  the  future,  and  convinced  that  it  was  a part  of  the  price  that  we  were  to  pay 
tor  the  zeal  of  the  secretary.  r J 

1424.  When  you  found  the  secretary  so  averse  to  enter  into  your  views,  did 
you  make  any  representations  to  the  board  ?— It  did  not  appear  desirable  to  Mr. 

lam  and  Mr.  Allen  that  any  such  representation  should  be  made,  and  being 
me  junior  member  of  the  commission,  and  indisputably  considering  it  was  expe- 
dient to  deter  to  the  judgment  of  those  gentlemen  with  whom  I had  the  honour  of 
being  associated,  I did  not  consider  it  desirable  to  pursue  the  question  ; I,  how- 
ever, at  various  times,  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  such  an  analysis  of  the  expen- 
1 uie  as  would  bring  all  those  items  that  I conceived  unknown  to  the  commis- 
sioners in  general,  under  their  notice. 

1 425.  What  steps  have  you  ever  taken  in  order  to  get  a better  system  of  keeping 

' n 4 and 
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E.  Protherue, jun.  and  auditing  the  accounts,  and  to  get  for  the  commission  a more  complete  control 
lisq.  over  the  expenditure  of  its  own  funds  ? — I may  make  a prefatory  remark,  that  my 

M-  rch  1 8 6 exer^ions  have  been  rather  of  an  unconnected  character,  inasmuch  as  I have  for 

71  arc  1 1 3 . tjie  last  five  years  anticipated  being  replaced  in  Parliament,  and  I felt  that  I 
should  obtain  in  the  House  all  the  documents  and  statements  which  I thought 
necessary  for  elucidating  the  expenditure  of  the  commission.  It  was  also  my 
firm  determination  not  to  allow  any  grant  to  be  made  to  the  Record  Commission 
without  the  most  strenuous  opposition,  if  the  system  of  keeping  the  accounts 
and  submitting  matters  to  the  cognizance  of  the  board  was  not  entirely  altered. 
I find  that  my  representations  on  this  subject  were  generally  confined  to  the 
secretary.  As  early  as  the  autumn  of  1832,  which  was  as  soon  as  I had  recovered 
from  the  severe  illness  which  I have  before  mentioned,  I requested  the  secretary 
to  give  me  some  insight  into  the  affairs  of  the  commission.  I was  referred  to  the 
estimates  in  the  Agenda,  the  Parliamentary  Estimate,  and  his  Pamphlet  on  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave’s  works  : it  was  not  till  the  spring  of  1833  that  I renewed  my 
inquiries,  when  the  result  was,  the  first  audit  of  our  expenditure.  I pressed 
upon  the  attention  of  Mr.  Cooper  the  necessity  of  having  in  that  year  an 
analysis  made  of  the  expenditure,  and  having  entirely  failed  in  my  repre- 
sentations, I recollect  just  at  the  last  moment  before  leaving  England  for 
France,  I put  into  Mr.  Warburton’s  hands  instructions  for  a Return  in  continuation 
of  those  made  upon  a Motion  of  mine.  I am  anxious  to  state  this,  because  I under- 
stood from  a friend  of  mine  that  I was  severely  condemned  for  this  act:  the  real 
fact  was,  I was  actuated  more  by  the  feelings  of  a man  who  had  been  lately  in 
Parliament,  and  who  expected  to  be  there  again,  than  by  any  esprit  de  corps  of 
a commissioner,  and  I did  not  apprehend  in  having  a Motion  made  for  these 
Returns,  there  could  be  any  thing  painful  in  the  slightest  degree  to  any  other 
commissioner.  At  the  time  I felt  I was  open  to  very  severe  attack  for  allowing 
myself  to  be  upon  a commission,  and  to  be  more  ignorant  and  more  in  the  dark 
upon  the  expenditure  of  public  money  committed  to  us,  than  I had  allowed 
myself  to  be  when  a Member  of  Parliament  about  the  expenditure  of  a commis- 
sion to  which  I did  not  belong.  Those  Returns  were  so  worded,  that  I would  have 
defied  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  have  made  any  thing  but  definite  statements  of  the 
expenditure  and  work  performed  under  the  commission ; but  unfortunately 
Lord  Althorp  opposed  the  Motion,  on  a representation  of  its  inutility  by  the  late 
Speaker:  foiled,  therefore,  in  my  attempts  to  obtain  this  information  in  Parliament, 

I brought  this  question  under  the  notice  of  the  board  in  November  1833,  not, 
however,  without  a long  previous  correspondence  with  the  secretary,  in  which  I 
endeavoured  by  all  means  in  my  power,  persuasion  and  remonstrance,  to  induce 
him  to  adopt  my  plan  of  analysing  the  expenditure  : he  informed  me  in  Letters  I 
now  have  in  this  room,  that  he  did  not  so  much  dissent  from  my  opinion  himself 
as  feel  a reluctance  to  assent  to  my  measures,  in  consequence  of  my  views  being 
decidedly  opposed  by  almost  all,  if  not  by  all,  the  commissioners,  especially  after 
the  condemnation  a proposal  of  mine  had  met  with  in  the  summer  for  publishing 
a synopsis  of  the  work  done  under  the  board,  which  synopsis  had  been  suppressed 
by  Mr.  Cooper,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  notice  of  business  of  June  1833.  I beg  now 
to  putin  evidence  the  notices  of  the  board  of  November  1833.  I have  already 
stated  that  those  notices  did  not  meet  with  the  attention  of  the  board,  and  that  I 
waived  pressing  for  the  information  upon  the  solemn  promise  made  to  me  by  Mr. 
Cooper  before  the  commissioners,  that  all  the  information  required  should  be  pro- 
duced in  the  forthcoming  report,  and  I have  already  stated  that  in  the  February 
following  Mr.  Cooper  stated  to  me  that  not  one  word  of  that  report  he  promised 
was  written.  Having  ascertained  by  the  short  discussion  at  the  Board  in  November 
1833,  that  I might  inspect  the  accounts  which  Mr.  Cooper  had  declined  sending 
to  me  on  the  preceding  year,  I formed  a specimen  of  the  document  I wished  should 
be  submitted  to  us  annually,  by  digesting  the  accounts  for  the  year  1833-4,  and 
in  1835  that  digest  was  submitted  to  the  board  as  a specimen  ; but  in  the  mean- 
time I had  several  communications  with  Mr.  Cooper,  urging  upon  him  the  desir- 
ableness of  having  such  an  analysis  formed,  but  they  were  all  equally  unsuccess- 
ful. In  November  1835  1 brought  the  question  again  under  the  notice  of  the 
board ; but  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer entirely  coinciding  with  my  views  about  keeping  our  accounts  I waived 
moving  for  the  production  of  those  documents.  The  object  of  the  committee,  of 
which  I was  a member,  proving  to  be  the  regulation  of  our  future  accounts,  I 
thought  proper  to  bring  those  notices  again  under  the  attention  of  the  board. of 
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the  27th  January  1836,  the  last  bbard.that  met ; but  a edrious' fatality  seem*  r » „ . 

attend  this  Motion  of  mine  ; for  the  instruction  to  the  committee  that  was  then  ' £7”' J“"' 
appointed  to  investigate  the  expenditure,  was  discovered  by  the  Bishop  ofLlan-  

daff  and  myself,  when  we  met  as  the  committee,  to  limit  our  inquiry  solely  to  the  1 Msrch  lS36- 
discrepancies  which  I had  detected  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament  in  1834  the 
discrepancies  I had  remarked  between  the  Returns  in  question  and  the  analysis 
formed  by  Treasury  auditors,  ahd  that  which  I had  made  myself;  therefore  our 
committee  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  investigate  into  the  errors  of  the  Return  to 
I arliament,  and  thus,  up  to  the  present  moment,  we  have  no  other  analysis  of  the 
expenditure  of  our  commission,  either  for  one  year  or  the  whole  period  except  the 
necessarily  imperfect  document  which  I prepared  under  considerable  disadvantao-es . 

Thus  all  my  efforts  have  in  fact  been  fruitless  to  obtain  this  most  necessary  docu- 
ment  Upon  discovering  the  limited  nature  of  the  instructions  to  the  Bishop  of 
Llandafl  and  myself,  I proposed  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Cooper  agreed  to  the 
pioposal,  that  I should  come  to  his  rooms,  and  form  an  analysis  of  the  expenditure 
with  him  and  h,s  clerk  : for  what  reason  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  hold  to  his  offer,  and 
avail  himself  of  my  acceptance  of  it,  I cannot  tell.  I beg  leave  here  to  tender  in 
evidence  to  the  Committee  a separate  Report,  and  a note  to  be  appended  to  the 
joint  Report  of  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  and  myself  of  the  3d  of  February  of  this 
year,  wh.ch  I have  thought  proper  to  preparefor  the  board,  which  I had  expected 
would  have  been  held  as  soon  as  possible  after  our  committee  had  written  a 

Risho'  rn  /ff  uS-are  “?*  eVeT  word  exact’y  tlle  same  as  th°se  sent  to  the 
Bishop  of  Llandaff,  being  only  rough  draughts. 

[The  Witness  delivered,  in  tu  o Papers.] 

142C.  Has  any  plan  been  adopted  of  late  with  regard  to  a better  system  of 
keeping  and  auditing  the  accounts  ?_The,  recommendations  of  the  committee  of 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  William  Brougham  and  myself  were 
members,  were  sanctioned  by  the  board  at  its  last  meeting,  and  I supposelhat 
the  accounts  for  tne  future  will  be  kept  in  that  way.  suppose  tnat 

1427.  At  this  moment  are  they  kept  in  a mode  similar  to  that  which  you  have 
teen  recommending  for  so  long  a time?_I  did  not  venture  to  recommend  the 

he  systeni  ‘hat  has  been  now  sanctioned  by  the  board,  but  certainly 
all  t^e  documents  I applied  for  will  be  now  produced  or  prepared Ider  S 

1428.  Mr.  Hawes].  Is  the  system  so  far  altered  as  that  in  future  no  pav 
ments  can  be  made  without  the  cognizance  of  the  board  ?-AU  large  payment 
conceive  will  be  made  with  the  cognizance  of  the  board  • but  T ™ n payments  1 
certain  that  the  commissioners  will™,  thtak  itprepT^  p»t  i “ ^"hanTo? 
the  secretary  a certain  sum  to  a considerable  amount  for  small  payments 

1429.  But  no  considerable  expenses  will  in  future  be  incurred  without  the 

lT t^Wi , tettur  lsCTtainlj':  if  th0SC  "e„da,i„ns  are  adhtd  to  ’6 

1430.  Will  the  future  Parliamentary  grants  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the 

a 'h«  “» —r  -iS 

must  be  a quorum  commissioner.  ’ wnom 

1432.  The  Chairman.]  Do  you  feel  confident  that  the  proposed  reform  will  be 
ted  uponr-U  pressed,  I cannot  say  I do  feel  confide, , because M? Cooner 
lias  throughout  our  correspondence,  ever  since  I have  Know  • , . , 00Pei 

shown  such  unwillingness  to  adopt  the  method  suggested  in  th1™Reporr  and  the 

3=ai--“ss  Iasi  3K,«i  - -wawy 

to  whieh  re  past  exPenence  teach  you  to  consider'  that  a mode  of  doing  business 

f«^-I  hinTrirndT1'7-1”011  aV6rSei  WlU  be  Potsisted  !n 

the  change  in  the  m!de  df  fV'”g  sa"ctl0ned  80  solemnly  the  remonstrance  and 

will  be  inclined  re  Zt  he  7*  and  Performing  the  business, 

»e  mclmed o enforce  an  observance  of  that  recommendation 

mode  of  doing  business  W,hat.y°u  *?ave  seen  of  the  secretary’s  habits  and 
accounts  nf  fk?  b " ’ . _?e  1S  reaI1y  fitted  for  the  work  of  keeping  the 

0f  the  commission  .—No  man  can  be  unfitted  for  keeping  accounts^uch 
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as  ours,  and  he  has  the  advantage  of  a clerk.  I do  not  attend  to  any  represen. 
tations  he  may  accidentally  have  made  to  me  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence 
of  his  dislike  to  keeping  accounts,  because  I do  not  conceive  they  refer  to  the 
question  put  to  me ; but  he  has  exhibited  a most  extraordinary  and  unaccountable 
unwillingness  to  keep  the  accounts  in  the  only  way  in  which  they  ought  to  be 
kept. 

1435.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley .]  You  allude  to  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
recommended  them  to  be  kept  in  the  Report  of  the  last  committee?— Yes,  and 
his  unwillingness  to  produce  the  information  that  I conceive  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  judge  upon  any  one  point  of  our  busi- 
ness. These  feelings  are  fully  stated  in  the  document  I have  put  in,  it  being 
my  solemn  conviction,  from  the  ignorance  in  which  we  are  with  regard  to  the 
remuneration  of  our  editors,  and  the  apportionment  of  our  expenditure,  that  we 
cannot  form  a judgment  upon  any  one  branch  of  the  duties  submitted  to  us;  such 
is  my  deliberate  conviction. 

1436.  The  Chairman .]  You  spoke  just  now  of  discrepancies  between  the  ac- 
counts and  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament ; can  you  state  any  important  item 
in  which  there  is  a discrepancy  ? — I repeat  again,  I have  never  inspected  the 
Returns  to  Parliament  with  any  great  accuracy,  considering  them  wholly  useless, 
from  their  confused  and  jumbled  character.  One  item,  however,  did  attract  my 
notice ; the  books  were  charged  at  497  /.,  the  sum  total  of  the  expenditure  on 
books  being,  according  to  my  calculation,  very  nearly  double  between  the  periods 
for  which  there  appeared  to  be  a return  ; and  at  the  last  board,  Mr.  Cooper 
having  stated  that  those  Returns  ought  to  have  been  satisfactory  to  me,  as 
exhibiting  the  nature  of  our  expenditure,  I was  compelled  to  notice  the  dis- 
crepancies which  I believed  to  exist  in  them ; the  consequence  was,  that  a com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  accuracy  of  my  doubts ; that  committee 
was  the  Bishop  of  Llandatf  and  myself,  and  the  report  of  that  committee,  toge- 
ther with  the  papers  which  I have  just  put  in,  were  to  have  been  submitted  to 
the  first  board  that  should  be  called. 

1437.  Have  you  received  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  discrepancies?— 
No,  I think  none. 

1438.  Was  your  attention  directed  to  the  amount  included  in  the  Returns  to 
Parliament  under  different  miscellaneous  heads  ? — No,  I cannot  say  it  was. 

1439.  Are  you  aware  how  large  a portion  of  the  expenditure  of  20,000/.  in  the 
first  Return  is  under  different  miscellaneous  heads  ? — I am  aware  of  the  amount 
in  the  Returns. 

1440.  Is  it  as  much  as  8,000 1.  out  of  20,000  /.  ? — I think  there  is  an  item  of 
6,008/.,  and  there  are  others  of  a miscellaneous  character  scattered  over  the  Return. 

1441*  Are  you  aware  of  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  given  by  Mr.  Cooper 
in  the  Agenda  ? — I know  there  is  such  an  account. 

1 442.  Are  you  aware  that  that  account  differs  in  many  important  items  from  that 
given  to  Parliament  ? — Yes,  I am  ; and  appended  to  the  Report  of  the  committee  of 
February  3,  1836,  which  I have  before  alluded  to,  is  a comparison  of  the  two 
documents  with  each  other,  which  was  drawn  up  by  a friend  of  mine,  to  whom  I am 
indebted  for  observing  those  discrepancies. 

1443.  Is  that  statement  in  the  Agenda  the  only  information,  the  commission  ever 
had  of  the  nature  of  its  expenditure? — The  only  one,  excepting  the  production 
of  the  ledger  and  petty  cash-book,  and  the  bills  before  the  auditors. 

1 444.  What  is  the  salary  given  to  the  secretary  ? — Five  hundred  pounds  a year. 

1 445-  Is  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  emoluments  he  receives  from  the  com- 
mission ? — No,  it  is  not  the  amount  of  all  the  payments  that  are  made  to  him  for 
expenses  in  one  way  and  another. 

1446.  Is  that  the  whole  amount  of  what  he  gets  from  the  commission,  directly 
or  indirectly  ? — Certainly  not. 

1447.  Are  you  aware  that  an  amanuensis  and  clerk  to  keep  the  accounts  are 
kept  for  him  ?— Certainly  ; there  is  more  than  one  amanuensis. 

J448.  Is  there  not  a rent  of  70/.  a year  paid  for  the  house  in  Bos  well-court? 
— Yes,  there,  is  a rent  of  70/.  a year  allowed  for  the  house  in  Bos  well-court, 
under  this  impression,  not  so  much  that  it  is  the  secretary’s  house,  as  that  it  con- 
tains books ; some  of  these  were  acquired  by  the  older  commission,  and  manuscripts 
and  transcripts  that  have  been  made  for  the  commission,  and  books  subsequently 
purchased  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  because  the  business  of  the  commission  is  con- 
ducted at  his  house. 

M4P*  Nevertheless 
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1449.  Nevertheless  that  house  serves  as  Mr.  Cooper’s  law  chambers,  does  not 
it  ?— Tes. 

1450.  Are  you  aware  there  are  a great  many  other  charges  for  the  establishment, 
for  an  amanuensis  and  clerk  for  the  secretary,  for  repairs  at  the  house  in  Boswell- 
court,  for  the  wages  of  the  housekeeper,  for  coals,  lights,  furniture,  for  coach-hire 
cab-hire,  truck-hire,  boat-hire,  postage,  porterage  and  messengers? — Yes,  I am 
aware  there  are  charges  of  all  that  kind ; there  are  charges  for  copying  clerks,  occa- 
sionally employed  and  regularly  employed,  clerks  employed  in  writing  letters,  and 
a clerk  employed  in  keeping  the  accounts,  and  for  other  clerks  who  are  literary 
assistants,  with  whose  employment  I am  not  precisely  acquainted ; house-rent,  coach- 
hire,  especially  specified  to  be  for  the  secretary  on  the  business  of  the  general  report; 
coach-hire,  cab-hire,  and  postage  charged  together,  for  sundries  of  furniture  required 
for  the  use  of  the  clerks  in  that  office,  and  some  other  offices.  I am  also  aware  of  some 
very  heavy  bills  for  repairs  in  New  Boswell-court,  stated  to  me  to  be  for  fitting  up 
rooms  for  the  use  of  the  record  cleaners ; there  is  also  a porter  and  laundress. 

1451.  Out  of  those  items  do  you  not  consider  that  many  are  for  the  personal 
expenses  of  Mr.  Cooper  ?— Some  are  personal  expenses  of  Mr.  Cooper,  I trust, 
in  the  discharge  of  the  commission ; whether  this  is  a necessary  expenditure  or  an 
advisable  one,  is, a question  that  I think  admits  of  much  discussion;  and  I beg 
to  remark,  that  it  was  one  of  my  particular  objects  in  wishing  to  have  an  analysis 
of  the  expenditure,  that  all  these  things  should  be  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  commission,  and  be  openly,  fairly  and  candidly  acknowledged,  and  if  approved 
formally  admitted ; or  if  judged  inexpedient,  curtailed. 

1452.  It  is  impossible  to  say  at  present  what  the  expense  of  the  secretary  is  ? It 

is  not  easy  to  state  it. 

1453.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  those  charges,  to  such  an  amount  as  you  know 

they  do  extend,  are  necessary  for  the  services  of  the  secretary  ? — I entertain  great 
doubts  whether  they  are.  ° 

1454.  Do  you  think  it  possible  for  you,  or  any  other  commissioner,  to  say  what 

is  the  amount  of  any  particular  branch  of  your  expenditure  ?— Certainly  not.  I 
could  form  a pretty  accurate  opinion  for  one  or  two  years,  but  I should  be 
sorry  to  put  in  evidence  such  a statement,  inasmuch  as  it  is  made  upon  very  rough 
calculations.  • J ° 

M55-  Do  you  think  that  the  other  commissioners  are  better  informed  than  you 
are  upon  these  subjects  of  finance  ?— I should  conceive  not  so  well  informed  *No 
one,  I believe,  has  attempted  any  thing  like  an  analysis  or  digest  of  the  accounts 
but  myselt. 

1456.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.]  When  you  undertook  to  make  an  analysis  of  the 
accounts,  for  how  many  years  did  you  find  it  necessary  to  refer  back,  was  it  for 
any  number  of  years,  or  only  the  immediately  preceding  year  at  which  you  began 
to  make. the  analysis  ?— I at  first  only  wished  to  make  the  analysis  for  the  year  we 
had  audited  them,  and  I only  made  it  in  rather  a rough  way. 

, '457-  Were  the  accounts  you  audited,  the  accounts  for  twelve  months  or  for  a 
ong  period  r— The  accounts  we  audited  the  first  audit  were  for  a longer  period 
than  a year  ; the- subsequent  audit  has  been  for  a year. 

1458.  At  the  first  audit  you  made  of  the  accounts,  you  brought  up  the  audit 
ol  the  accounts  to  the  period  at  which  you  held  your  audit,  and  since  then  you 
rtTLan  3Ta  ?ud\t?~We  brouSht  ifc  UP  t0  the  12th  of  March,  when  we 
period  them’  ^ ^ <*&te  of  0Ur  audit  was  ttlree  months  subsequent  to  that 

14  59-  The  Chairman .]  Are  you  a member  of  the  library  committee?— I am 

18  tbe  publication  of  the  books  directed  by  the  commission  regu- 
nf  h 1 ^ 18  ,.’eSu]ate<l 0n  tbe;  principle  of  the  claims  of  libraries  to  such  a donation 
ot  books,  published  at  the  public  expense,  and  the  facilities  which  they  offer  to 
ndmduals  consulting  them  frequently,  and  the  probable  permanence  of  such  in- 
stitutmns,  and  to  institutions  being  superintended  by  a librarian  constantly  on  the 
P V 108(;  arir,a^  points  that  regulate  our  acquiescence  to  the  application, 
tbelibr  ;rih!Rl|htu;'  C.W  Williams  JVynn.]  Do  you  not  also  look  to  ascertain 
, '?  arLe  to  which  the  publications  are  given  in  the  neighbourhood  ?— Yes. 
mi  w 6 Chairman;\  If  the  distribution  of  the  books  regulated  by  the  corn- 
et 01  * ’e  secretary  ?— The  distribution  is  generally  directed  by  the  committee; 
or  an,rSame  !me,’  nr0t  bav,n£  any  statement  of  the  books  that  have  been  distributed, 
rironm lainutes  before  me,  I have  a doubt  whether  I can  state,  owing  to  a peculiar 
mcumstance,  whether  such  is  invariably  the  case  or  not. 

'33'  o - 1463.  The 
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1463.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Does  your  recollection  lead  you  t0 
recollect  a discussion  upon  the  application  of  libraries  to  the  board,  whether  the  pub- 
lication  should  be  given  to  them? — I remember  such  discussions  at  almost  every 
board  at  which  I have  been  present ; I am  not  able  to  answer  that  question  more 
particularly,  inasmuch  as  I think  that  the  works  of  the  old  and  new  commission  were 
granted  to  the  Bedford  Level  Commissioners  without  an  order  from  our  committee; 
but  I beg  to  state  that  that  is  a question  which  may  be  cleared  up  satisfactorily  by 
inquiry  of  the  secretary;  I suspect  a little  the  want  of  an  order  in  this  case. 

1464.  The  Chairman.']  Are  the  advertisements  that  have  recently  appeared  in 
the  papers,  calling  on  the  librarians  to  claim  the  publications  by  the  commission, 
published  by  order  of  the  library  committee  ? — They  may  be  published  by  virtue 
of  an  order  previously  made ; but  I thought  the  requisitions  therein  made  to  the 
parties  to  whom  grants  of  the  books  had  been  made  to  apply  to  the  secretary 
was  an  injudicious  order,  and  the  other  subjects  were  matters  that  I wished  to  bring 
under  the  attention  of  the  library  committee,  if  Mr.  Cooper  had  summoned  us. 
I should  have  thought  it  much  more  desirable  to  have  settled  at  once  what  were 
the  libraries  to  which  the  books  ought  to  be  distributed,  and  not  to  have  waited 
for  those  applications  being  made,  inasmuch  as  I know  a great  many  libraries 
which  I think  entitled  to  have  the  works  of  the  board,  and  which  have  had  the 
works  of  the  old  board,  and  from  which  applications  have  not  been,  made  to  the 
present  commission.  Some  of  these  libraries  have  not  made  claim  to  the  works 
of  the  board,  and  the  omission  of  the  application  ought  to  have  been  overlooked,  in 
my  opinion. 

1465.  When  was  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee? — The  27th  of  Novem- 
ber 1835. 

1466.  Do  you  know  how  many  applications  have  been  made  in  answer  to  those 
advertisements  ? — I think  about  30  or  40  letters,  upon  which  we  decided  at  our 
last  meeting. 

1467.  That  is  a small  proportion  of  the  libraries  that  might  have  applied  ?— 
Very  small. 

1468.  Do  you  not  think  that  this  shows  that  the  publications  of  the  commis- 
sion do  not  excite  a very  great  interest? — No,  I do  not,  because  I verily  believe 
that  a great  number  of  those  libraries  would  have  made  applications  for  the  books, 
if  the  eyes  of  the  parties  had  caught  the  advertisements ; and  even  had  they  not 
made  an  application,  I should  have  conceived  that  they  were  places  where  the 
works  of  the  board  would  most  appropriately  be  deposited. 

1469.  Are  any  minutes  preserved  of  the  business  transacted  in  the  library  com- 
mittee?— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

1470.  What  was  done  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  library  committee? — I have 
said  we  decided  upon  the  claim  of  certain  libraries  to  a donation  of  the  books. 

1471.  Are  you  ordered  to  report  to  the  board? — I think  not:  of  course  at  a 
certain  period  the  board  would,  I suppose,  become  possessed  of  the  information. 

1472.  Have  you  ever  reported? — No. 

1473.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  know  when  the  library 
committee  was  appointed  ? — I think  July  or  August  last  year ; applications  for  the 
publications  of  books  had  always  been  previously  decided  at  the  board,  and  the 
committee  was  appointed  some  time  last  year. 
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Sir  William  Moseley. 


M EMBEDS  PRESENT. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 

Mr.  Ruse}’. 

The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair. 


Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

1474-  The  Chairman.']  HAVE  you  any  paper  to  deliver  in,  or  any  explanation  to 
gtve  of  your  former  evidence  ?— Yes,  I have  : on  the  second  day  of  my  examination 
I was  asked  by  a member  of  the  Committee  (Mr.  Jervis),  whether  I did  not  write  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Vincent,  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  stating  that  the  board  had  Lord 
Grey  s authority  for  taking  possession  of  the  Augmentation  Office  records.  My 
reply  was,  that  “ I did  not  recollect;  but  that  if  I wrote  such  a letter,  I had  no 
doubt  that  I had  kept  a copy  of  it,  and  could  produce  it.”  It  was  then,  I think 
suggested,  that  the  whole  of  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Vincent  respecting  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Augmentation  Office  records,  should  be  produced  ; and  I have  therefore- 
had  copies  made  of  all  the  letters  that  passed  between  us.  Upon  a perusal  of  that 
correspondence,  I find  it  stated  in  Mr.  Vincent’s  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  1834  that 
m a note  of  mine  I had  mentioned,  that  what  I had  done  arose  out  of  an  interview 
with  yord  Grey,  but  that  he,  Mr.  Vincent,  was  informed,  by  a letter  from  Lord 
Urey  s secretary,  that  his  Lordship  had  no  recollection  of  having  given  me  anv 
authority  to  take  possession  of  these  records.  Now,  I never  wrote  any  note  to  Mr  ' 

Vincent  containing  such  a passage  as  is  here  quoted  by  him ; but  I believe  that  a 
private  note  was  written  by  me  to  Mr.  Adlington,  in  answer  to  some  inquiry  of  his 
in  which  I used  some  such  expression,  and  which  expression,  J shall  presently  show’ 
was  not  a very  inaccurate  one.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  I never  asserted,  it  was 
impossible  that  I could  assert,  that  there  was  any  authority  given  by  Lord  Grey  to 
take  possession  of  the  records,  as  the  course  which  the  board  took  was  adopted 
bom  the  opinion,  which  was  at  that  time  entertained,  that  Parliament  alone  could 

Zfq  1 fT  ■lU,1°,ay  ? . I1"  my  t0  Mr-  Vin“nt-  wfcii  is  dated  the 

samegth  of  April  S34,  I state  “ that  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Caley,  it  was  proposed 
at  the  Tieasuiy  to  appoint  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  keeper  of  the  records  at  the 
Augmentation  Office,  as  well  as  of  those  at  the* Chapterhouse  ‘ but  that  I had  t 
formed  Lord  Grey  that  I doubted  the  authority,  and,  besides,  thought  a union  of  the 
twooffices  would  be  inexpedient,  andladded,  “that  the  record  commissioners  would 
eep  possession  of  the  Augmentation  Office  records  as  a matter  of  course"  fit  will 
be  recollected  they  were  in  such  possession  when  Mr.Caley  died)  “ until  such  time 
as  a legal  keeper  could  be  appointed.”  It  seems  to  me  not  unimportant,  with  re- 

beTomi  edTf6  if  ft*  ^ f the  preSent  £nvestigation,  that  the  Committee  should 
be  app nsed  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  my  interview  with  Lord  Grey, 
leenf  the ‘-“e  °f  Bis  being  appointed  secretary  to  the  old  commission,  was 
keeper  °f  the  records  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  upon  the  death  of  Sir  George 
ttose,  he  was,  in  reward  for  his  services,  appointed  to  the  place : it  was  then  the 
sinecure  place  of  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House.  These  different  ap- 
pointments, beforethe  recent  Acts  for  shortening  the  time  required  in  cases  of  claim 
altho’Sf  Pr°dr“‘o  him  an  income  of  about  2,000/.  per  annum.  Now, 

ought  nerhJ  t “ 3 bamS‘r,  0CC"Py  a lar8e  portion  of  my  time,  and 
I tfahow  thTc-*  0C7Pyi “ ™ch  larf  r.  yet  it  would  be  a foolish  affectation  were 
rf  ffie  ref  rd  b T V°  s“PPf\,hat  M>-  ever  bestowed  on  the  business 
But  mv  oh  d f d ™f"fourtI“  of  the  ,ime  which  has  been  bestowed  by  myself, 
need  .L  l ”,0t  been  merease  of  income,  but  an  object  of  which,  I trust,  I 

niemheVoTib8^ Bamed-an  object  with  which  one  commissioner,  at  least,  who  is  a 
0 • thlS  Comm,tte,e>  ,s  unacquainted,  and  which,  whatever  may  be  the 

0 3 result 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
1 1 March  1S36. 
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C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  result  of  this  inquiry,  something  assures  me  will  not  be  altogether  unattained.  As 

early  as  the  summer  of  1832,  Mr.  Caley  was  visibly  suffering  from  infirmity  and 

u March  1836.  age,  and  it  was  suggested  to  me  that,  as  a matter  of  course,  I ought  to  become  his 
successor  at  the  Chapter  House.  But  pleasing  as  this  prospect  might  have  been 
to  others  in  the  situation  of  secretary,  it  had  no  charms  for  me.  Having,  however 
at  that  time  some  influence  in  quarters  where  influence  is  thought  desirable,  I was 
prevailed  upon  to  ask  for  the  place,  in  case  it  should  become  vacant,  and  the  pro- 
mise  was  made  simultaneously  with  the  request.  Notwithstanding  his  important 
occupations,  Mr.  Ellice  cannot,  I am  persuaded,  altogether  have  forgotten 
what  passed  on  the  occasion.  My  avowed  intention  was,  not  to  receive  either 
salary  or  fees,  but  to  hold  the  place  as  a trustee  for  the  board  and  the  public.  Mr. 
Caley  lived  until  the  spring  of  1834.  In  the  meantime  certain  important  discus- 
sions as  to  the  emoluments  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  had  been  brought  to  an  ami- 
cable close.  Sir  Francis  was  to  receive  1,000/.  per  annum,  a sum  much  smaller 
than  he  had  received  under  the  old  board,  but  which  some  of  the  commissioners 
notwithstanding  they  had  acquiesced  in  the  Minute  fixing  that  amount  of  salary, 
still  thought  it  desirable  to  reduce.  The  expected  vacancy  of  the  office  of  keeper 
of  records  at  the  Chapter  House  seemed  to  me  to  offer  a very  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  attaining  what  the  commissioners  alluded  to  had  in  view ; and  during  Mr. 
Caley  s last  illness  it  was  intimated  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  that,  whatever  influ- 
ence the  secretary  might  possess,  would  be  exerted  in  his  favour,  provided  he 
would  consent  to  the  appropriation  of  the  Chapter  House  salary  and  fees  in  dimi- 
nution of  the  1,000/.  per  annum,  which  he  received  from  the  record  board.  This 
proposal  was  accepted,  and  in  consequence,  when  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Caley 
was  not  likely  to  live  many  days,  I used  every  endeavour  to  turn  to  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave’s  advantage  the  promise  that  had  been  made  to  me  two  years  before,  and, 
in  confirmation  of  this,  I cannot  forbear  citing  a letter  which  1 wrote  to  a Cabinet 
Minister,  with  whom  I was  upon  terms  of  intimacy,  in  consequence  of  a report  that 
the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  records  had  been  promised  to  another 
person.  The  letter  is  dated  the  31st  March  1834,  and  is  in  part  as  follows  ; “ I am 
told,  what  I cannot  indeed  believe,  that  * * * [ the  copy  omits  the  name ] is  to  have 
the  Chapter  House.  If  this  be  the  case,  it  is  a breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  towards  myself,  and  a gross  and  foul  job,  and  I trust  will  be  inquired 
into  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Your  Lordship  knows  me  too  well  to  imagine  I 
shall  hold  my  tongue.  It  will  be  a farce  to  attempt  to  reform  the  record  system, 
and  the  only  thing  left  to  me  will  be  to  resign  the  secretaryship.  If  Mr.  Ellice 
were  in  England,  I am  sure  he  would  not  permit  such  a scandalous  appointment. 
At  all  events,  I shall  try  and  see  *,*  * [ there  is  a blank  in  the  copy  in  this  place ; also 
he  was  a member  of  the  Government,  although  not  a Cabinet  Minister'],  and  let  him 
know,  that  there  are  other  persons  whose  support  is  not  less  necessary  to  ministers 
than  that  of  a few  * * * [ here  again  the  copy  is  defective]  members,  and  the  threat- 
ened nomination  will  do  you  all  irreparable  injury  both  with  such  friends 
and  the  public.”  Mr.  Caley’s  death  happened  a few  days  after  this  letter  was 
written,  the  answer  to  which,  I should  state,  was  by  word  of  mouth,  and  went  a 
good  way  towards  dispelling  my  apprehensions.  Upon  this  event,  however,  I 
thought  it  prudent  to  see  Lord  Grey,  and  explain  to  his  Lordship  the  promise  that 
I had  obtained,  and  my  motive  in  obtaining  it,  when  his  Lordship  immediately 
entered  into  my  views,  mentioned  all  the  applications  that  had  been  made  to  him 
(amongst  the  rest  that  which  had  excited  in  me  so  much  wrath),  and  being  con- 
vinced that  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  would  effect  a saving  to  the 
public  of  500/.  a year,  he  finally  requested  me  to  desire  that  gentleman  to  call 
upon  him.  It  was  to  what  passed  upon  this  interview  with  Lord  Grey  that  I alluded 
in  my  note  to  Mr.  Adlington,  which  Mr.  Vincent  appears  to  have  seen.  Lord  Grey 
naturally  thought  it  might  be  advantageous  to  the  public  if  the  two  offices  of 
keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  and  the  Augmentation  Records  were  united,  when 
I explained  that  his  Lordship  had  only  the  Chapter  House  patronage,  that  an 
omission  in  the  Act  for  re-modelling  the  Exchequer  rendered  it  doubtful  in  whom 
was  vested  the  right  of  appointing  a keeper  to  the  Augmentation  Office  records, 
and  that  the  record  board  would  of  course  retain  possession  until  a legal  custos 
was  named.  It  is  quite  absurd  to  represent  that  from  any  thing  which  passed  at 
this  interview  I had  ever  supposed  that  I had  acquired  for  the  board  any  right  to 
the  custody  of  these  records.  Lord  Grey  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  ap- 
peared merely  to  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  the  course  I suggested,  no  doubt 

supposing 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  m 

supposing  my  statement  of  the  facts  not  to  be  incorrect.  The  result  was,  that  Sir  c.P.  Cooper , Esq. 

Francis  Palgrave  was  appointed  to  the  Chapter  House  only,  and  the  board  re-  ■— 

mained  in  possession  of  the  Augmentation  Office  until  December  last.  After  this  » March  183G. 
somewhat  tedious  detail  of  circumstances,  the  Committee  may  perhaps  be  disposed 
to  think  that  if  in  a private  note  to  Mr.  Adlington  the  words  quoted  by  Mr.  Vincent 
are  to  be  found,  they  are  not  more  incorrect  than  those  which  are  commonly  used 
by  us  when  we  do  not  expect  them  to  be  critically  scanned.  I now  hand  in  the 
correspondence.  — [Delivering  in  a Paper.]  — There  is  still  one  short  point 
in  my  first  day’s  examination  that  I wish  to  correct.  In  the  course  of  it 

I stated,  with  reference  to  the  conditional  agreement  sometimes  made  by 
the  secretary  with  the  editors  of  works,  I did  not  believe  that  so  long  a 
period  as  six  months  had  ever  elapsed  before  such  conditional  agreement  was 
ratified  by  the  board.  Upon  referring  to  papers  and  the  minute  books,  I find  that 
the  accuracy  of  this  statement  is  in  one  instance  doubtful,  and  that  is  the  very 
instance  mentioned  by  me  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  course  adopted.  It 
appears  from  papers  in  my  possession,  that  the  specimen  of  the  Privy  Council  books 
edited  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  was  put  in  type  as  early  as  November  or  December 
1832,  and  yet  the  order  that  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  should  be  authorized  to  proceed 
with  the  printing  of  the  work  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  was  not 
niade  till  the  1st  of  June  1833.  I have  said  only  that  the  accuracy  of  my  state- 
ment is  doubtful;  for  although  the  specimen  was,  as  is  very  common,  put  into 
type  in  November  or  December  1832,  I am  unable  to  state  what  was  the  date  of 
my  conditional  agreement  with  Sir  Harris  Nicolas ; it  was  very  likely  some  months 
afterwards.  But  whatever  might  be  the  date  of  such  agreement,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  the  Committee,  that  that  agreement  was  merely  conditional,  and  subject  to 
the  approbation  of  the  board,  when  I read  the  two  following  letters  : the  first  is 
a letter  addressed  by  me  to  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  dated  June  3d,  1833,  in  which 
I say,  “ I have  much  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  the  subject  of  the  acts  of  the 
Privy  Council  was  brought  by  me  before  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  Public 
Records,  at  the  board  held  at  The  Speaker’s  on  Saturday,  when  I stated  I had 
already  ventured  to  instruct  the  King’s  printer  to  put  into  type  a specimen  of  the 
earliest  of  those  documents ; and  the  Commissioners  were  pleased  to  confirm  w'hat 
I had  done,  and  to  order  that  you  should  be  authorized  to  proceed  in  the  printing 
of  the  work : you  will  regard  this  letter  as  an  official  communication.”  The  other 
is  a letter  written  to  me  by  Mr.  Macdonald,  of  the  King’s  printing  office,  dated 
the  3d  of  the  present  month,  in  which  he  says,  “When  I answered  your  question 
the  other  day,  respecting  the  commencement  of  the  printing  of  the  Privy  Council 
proceedings,  I said  that  the  first  specimens  were  put  into  type  about  the  close  of 
the  year  1832,  but  that  very  little  progress  was  made  in  the  work  before  Mid- 
summer 1833.  As  this  answer  was  given  on  the  instant,  I have  thouo-ht  since  it 
would  be  well  to  endeavour  to  fix  the  date  more  precisely,  and  I think 
I may  now  say  with  confidence  that  the  first  of  the  four  sheets  of  speci- 
mens were  sent  to  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  the  middle  of  November  1832,  and 
the  fourth  sheet  near  the  middle  of  December ; this  specimen  was  not  adopted  • 
but  on  the  24th  of  March  1833,  another  specimen  of  the  first  sheet,  newly 
printed,  was  sent  to  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  which  was  in  the  form  at  present 
used  A few  more  sheets  were  then  put  into  type;  but  from  the  understanding 
1 had  with  you  in  several  conversations,  that  the  work  was  not  at  that  time  to  be 
urged  on,  our  progress  was  very  slow.  In  fact,  we  were  now,  in  the  month  of 
April,  only  feeling  our  way.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  had  the  various  articles  sent  to  him 
m slips,  m order  the  better  to  fix  their  chronological  order.  I had  mentioned 
this  to  you  on  one  occasion,  when  you  expressed  your  fears  about  the  expense  of 
the  correction,  and  you  again  told  me  you  had  reason  for  not  urging  the  work  on  • 
that  reason  I understood  to  be,  that  the  formal  order  of  the  board  had  not  been 
obtained. 


Edward  Protheroe,  jun.  Esq.  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

mvethe  W P Chmrman^  HAVE  you  any  explanation  to  make  of  the  evidence  you  E.  Prothroe,  jun. 
ffiytstheias  timeyou  were  examined  ?— On  referrmgtoMr.  Cooped  corresponded!  Esq. 

and  after  a little  further  consideration,  I find  I ought,  to  make  two  or  three  additions 

mat  may  possibly  he  interesting  in  reply  to  questions  put  to  me  with  reference  to  my 
rations  to  obtain  an  analysis  of  the  accounts.  I find  upon  the  17th  of  May.  1833, 
n q 00Per  replied  to  an  application  of  mine  for  the  ledger  and  petty  cash-book, 

33‘  04  that 
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E.  Protheroe,  jun.  that  I could  not  have  them  at  that  time,  as  his  clerk  was  engaged  upon  them.  Jt 
Esq-  appears  that  at  the  time  I wished  for  them  at  my  own  house,  that  I might  form 

T ' the  analysis  with  less  interruption  than  at  the  secretary’s  office.  In  November 

11  March  1836.  1333^  j learnt,  for  the  first  time,  that,  as  a commissioner,  I was  fully  entitled  to 

examine  the  accounts  of  the  commissioners,  and  I subsequently,  in  1834,  applied 
for  the  ledger  and  petty  cash-book,  and  formed  a rough  analysis,  of  which  I have 
spoken  before;  but  on  the  10th  of  May  1835,  Mr.  Cooper  refused  to  allow  me 
the  same  permission  of  having  them  at  my  house  which  he  had  granted  in  the  pre- 
ceding  year.  The  Chairman  put  a question  to  me  on  my  former  examination  to 
this  effect,  whether,  if  the  secretary  chose  to  go  off  to  America  with  our  money, 
there  was  any  thing  to  prevent  it?  I replied,  I did  not  believe  we  had  secured  our- 
selves from  that  possibility.  I am  bound  to  give,  in  my  defence,  a passage  from  a 
letter  of  Air.  Cooper’s,  which  shows  that  I was  far  from  being  insensible  to  the 
position  in  which  our  money  might  be,  if  we  had  a secretary  in  whom  we  could 
not  place  that  reliance  we  did  upon  Mr.  Coo'per.  Allow  me  to  add,  that  I had 
made  no  such  allusions  as  might  be  supposed  from  Mr.  Cooper’s  reply,  or  the 
Chairman’s  question,  but  that  I have  constantly  said  that,  as  trustees  of  the  public 
money,  we  ought  to  insure  ourselves  against  evil  while  we  had  no  secretary  in 
whom  we  could  place  confidence,  and  not  to  defer  such  arrangement  till  the  ap- 
pointment of  another  secretary,  whom  we  might  offend  by  the  establishment  of 
rules  not  adopted  with  regard  to  his  predecessor.  The  passage  in  Mr.  Cooper’s 
letter  to  which  I think  it  proper  to  refer,  in  consequence  of  the  question  of  the 
Chairman,  is  this:  “May  the  6th,  1834; — I have  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
moving  the  board  to  take  my  accounts  this  year,  so  that  if  you  have  any  fears  of 
my  being  off  to  America,  you  had  better  come  and  look  at  the  books,  which  I 
believe  are  entered  up  to  a recent  date.”  This  passage  confirms  the'  impression 
that  I communicated  to  the  Committee  upon  a former  occasion,  that  there  was  no 
intention  either  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  or  the  secretary  to  have  a regular 
audit  of  the  accounts  every  year.  I think  proper  to  bring  this  also  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  : that  in  the  same  letter  that  contains  the  preceding  pas- 
sage, Mr.  Cooper  informed  me,  that  the  Treasury  disputed  the  authority  of  the 
commissioners  to  audit  the  accounts.  It  happened  that,  simultaneously,  Mr, 
Vernon  Smith  requested  me  to  come  to  the  Treasury,  to  give  him  some  opinion 
upon  matters  relative  to  the  commission.  It  appeared,  from  what  Mr.  Vernon 
Smith  said,  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  not  well  pleased  that  the  accounts  should  be  re- 
audited by  the  Treasury  auditors:  I took  the  occasion,  therefore,  of  inquiring  of 
Mr.  Vernon  Smith  whether  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  did  in  fact  dispute  our 
authority  to  audit  our  own  accounts  ; and  I learned  that  they  wrere  very  far  from 
disputing  our  authority,  but  that  they  of  course  felt  that  our  audit  did  not  dis- 
charge them  from  the  duty  of  submitting  the  accounts  of  the  commission  to  the 
public  auditors  of  the  Kingdom.  I was  required  to  state  at  my  last  examination 
at  what  period  of  the  year  we  audited  the  accounts.  I have  not  yet  seen  either 
the  ledger  or  the  petty  cash-book,  so  as  to  be  able  to  state,  from  the  authority  of 
my  own  signature,  the  exact  dates;  but  I believe  that  I can  make  out,  from  corres- 
pondence which  occurred  atthe  time,  and  some  rough  notes  I have  at  home,  that 
our  first  audit  was  at  the  end  of  June,  the  second  in  July,  and  the  last  in  the  month 
of  August ; this  late  period  being,  I think,  extremely  inconvenient  and  inexpedient. 

1476-  You  state  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  pages  of  your  letter  to  the  secretary, 
that  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  commission  have  shown  too  great  a desire  to  publish, 
in  preference  to  the  other  business  intrusted  to  them  ; that  those  publications  had 
been  subject  to  the  gravest  charges  of  imperfection  and  flagrant  extravagance  in 
jobbirfg ; are  you  still  of  opinion  that  such  a description  is  merited  by  the  conduct 
of  the  commission  r — Those  remarks  refer  to  the  works  of  the  old  commission,  and 
I have  not  had  reason  to  alter  my  views  with  respect  to  them.  Indisputably  there 
are  some  works,  such  as  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  that  reflect  very  great  credit 
upon  the  editors  ; but  the  mass  of  errors  in  the  other  documents  is  so  great,  that 
I have  always  sincerely  regretted  that  the  donations  of  copies  of  the  record  publi- 
cations to  foreign  libraries  as  well  as  libraries  in  this  country,  were  not  accom- 
panied with  a candid  confession  that  they  were  not  to  be  received  as  accurate 
documents,  and  also  with  a specification  of  the  nature,  and,  if  possible,  Some  state- 
ment of  the  extent  of  the  errors.  This  answer  refers  entirely  to  the  works  of  the 
old  commission. 

1477.  Do  you  think  that  the  new  commission  has  remedied  those  faults?— 

I have  already  stated  that,  1 think  it  would  have  been  but  prudent  had  we  con- 
2-  - - tinued 
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tinued  in  the  course  we  commenced,  of  suspending  almost  all  publications  until 
we  had  advanced  much  further  in  the  arrangement  of  the  records.  I have  not 
made  any  critical  examination  into  the  works  and  publications  of  the  present  com- 
mission, and  therefore  I cannot  state  with  any  satisfaction  whether  they  are  or  are 
not  faithful  editions  of  the  original  records.  I have  already  stated  that  since  the 
publication  of  one  work,  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  a lost  portion  of  the  Valor  has 
been  discovered,  and  I believe  several  records  during  Mr.  Cole’s  examination  have 
been  discovered  in  the  Exchequer,  which  would  have  appeared,  had  they  been 
known,  in  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  work,  the  Parliamentary  Writs. 

1478.  You  state,  in  pages  15  and  16,  you  think  it  desirable  that  a more  fre- 
quent and  settled  intercourse  should  take  place  between  the  board  and  the  sub- 
commissioners  ; do  you  still  think  it  would  be  useful,  and  has  that  improvement 
been  made  by  the  present  board  ? — I still  adhere  to  that  opinion,  and  it  is 
strengthened  by  the  experience  I have  had  in  the  affairs  of  the  commission,  and 
especially  by  subsequent  events.  In  a commission  so  constituted  as  ours,  I should 
not  expect  there  could  be  any  daily,  or  even  monthly,  communication  between 
the  sub-commissioners  and  the  chief  commissioners  ; but  at  the  same  time  I should 
wish  that  no  engagements  were  made  with  editors,  who  ought,  in  my  opinion  to 
be  always  sub-commissioners,  without  the  board  becoming  personally  acquainted 
, with  them.  1 

1479  Do  you  think,  from  the  want  of  this  communication  with  them,  that  the 
board  has  not  that  effectual  knowledge  of  their  proceedings,  and  control  over 
them,  and  that  knowledge  of  the  sub-commissioners  themselves,  and  their  com- 
petence, and  their  diligence,  that  they  ought  to  have  ?-- 1 think  that  is  one  of  the 
consequences  of  the  separation  that  exists  between  the  sub-commissioners  and  the 
chief  commissioners ; but  one  object  I should  have  in  view  in  establishing  more 
communication  between  the  parties  is,  that  the  commissioners  should  exercise 
some  kind  of  encouragement,  and  exhibit  an  interest  in  the  works  prosecuted  by 
the  gentlemen  engaged  under  the  board.  I am  quite  confident  that  a personal 
acquaintance  between  the  two  parties  would  secure  the  sub-commissioners  or 
those  editors  who  are  now  considered  clerks,  from  the  unfortunate  effects  which 
1 think  I have  witnessed  from  their  dependence  upon  the  sole  will  of  the 
secretary. 

1480.  In  joage  22  you  state  that  every  proposal  for  a new  work  should  be 
accompanied  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost;  has  that  been  adopted  in 
consequence  of  your  suggestion  ?-No  such  calculations  have  ever  been  made  that 
1 am  aware  of.  On  the  very  first  occasion  of  my  first  attendance  at  the  board 
a question  occurred  as  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  .Devon,  the  editor  of  the  Chan- 
cellors Roll,  and  I put  a question  relative  to  the  abilities  of  that  gentleman,  the 
extent  of  the  work,  the  cost  and  his  remuneration,  to  which  I received  no  reply 

I confess  I was  extremely  dissatisfied  with  such  a course  of  doing  business  and 
1 have  never  heard  since  that  time  up  to  the  present  moment  any  calculations  or 
seen  any  estimate  of  any  proposed  work ; and,  for  want  of  proper  documents  and 
the  analysis  of  the  expenditure,  I am  utterly  unable  to  form  a judgment  upon  the 
economy  or  extravagance  in  any  one  work,  pamphlet,  book,  or  any  thing  else 
published  under  the  orders  of  the  board.  ^ ° 

1481.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  publications  are  undertaken  without  estimates  of 
their  expense .'—Certainly  with  very  imperfect  and  rough  calculations;  but 
to  the  bofid  CTa  y Speakm&  Wlth  scarcely  any  estimate  whatever  being  submitted 

™l48f'jY°“'State  m Pa£e  24  tlle  expediency  of  putting  the  records  in  one 
Ty;har7°U  s*i,lofthat  0ptnton  P I do  not  know  that  I should 
sist  particularly  about  one  depository  ; but  as  a depository  must  be  erected  for 
very  large  proportion  of  the  records,  I conclude  that  the  reasons  would  prevail 
in  favour  of  depositing  them  all  in  one  building.  ^ 

'tf?'  Do  yo.u  D0t  think  if  a building  was  erected  for  part  of  the  records,  it 
decidedlv  T-Vn’proper  ,0  ™ake  11  so  ^ge  as  to  contain  the  wholer-I  am 
PreserviL  j °pl"IOa  ; to‘there1"*  many  gentlemen  equally  anxious  for  i he 
STfromTnm  f '“jf’  and  fJ™11?  ab,e  to  a"  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
Aeries T fal’CIe?  d“gel'’ thlnk  that  tl,e  records  ™uld  be  safer  in  two  depo- 
a p-pnpral'r]11  m u16’  r am  n<^  ^iat  °P™on>  and  I look  at  the  establishment  of 
» ™ of  security’ but  °f  economy-  ■ 

Sa^  ^ou  it  probable  that  the  utility  of  most  of  the  volumes 
p which 


E.  Protheroe,  jun. 


1 March  1836. 
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E.  Prothcroeft un.  which  the  commission  has  published,  or  is  likely  to  produce,  would,  under  such  an 
Esq.  arrangement,  be  superseded  by  the  superior  advantage  of  consulting  the  original, 

and  that  entire  documents  of  all  matters  of  a national  or  local  interest  would  be 

ii  March  1836.  extracted  by  the  gratuitous  labours  of  individuals,  who  would  present  them  to  the 
public  in  the  more  interesting  form  of  history  or  topography  r I cannot  say  that 
I entirely  adhere  to  that  opinion,  because  I believe  that  there  exists  a very  large 
class  of  records  exceedingly  interesting,  in  an  historical,  literary  and  constitutional 
view,  which  it  is  desirable  to  publish  at  the  public  expense. 

1485.  You  also  state,  “that  grants  of  public  money  might  then  be  only  of  occa- 
sional occurrence,  and  be  strictly  confined  to  the  production  of  some  great  works 
of  acknowledged  public  utility,  demanding  for  their  compilation  larger  funds  than 
those  an  individual  could  afford,  or  appropriated  for  cases  where  the  return  for 
labour  bestowed  on  the  work  might  be  dubious  or  long  deferred  ?” — To  that  very 
important  qualification  of  the  opinion  before  expressed,  I wish  to  add  the  convic- 
tion of  my  mind,  obtained  from  subsequent  experience,  that  it  is  desirable  that  a 
commission  like  ours  should,  as  soon  as  it  has  arranged  the  records,  and  perhaps 
to  some  extent,  whilst  the  work  of  arrangement  is  going  on,  present  to  the  public 
the  raw  material  for  history ; because  I am  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  although 
the  antiquary  may  discover  certain  points  that  are  useful  to  him,  or  the  genealo- 
gical inquirer  obtain  all  the  information  he  requires  upon  a particular  fact,  the 
historian,  who  requires  a mass  of  facts,  and  whose  views  are  extended  over  a long 
period  of  history,  cannot  obtain  by  the  consultation  of  original  records  the  infor- 
mation necessary  for  the  compilation  or  illustration  of  his  history.  A man  may  be 
eminently  qualified  even  to  be  the  editor  of  records,  and  to  point  out  the  uses  of 
records,  and  to  apply  them  to  history  or  topography,  and  yet  not  be  competent  to 
read  records. 

1486.  But  even  in  that  case,  would  not  the  purpose  be  answered  by  transcripts 
as  well  as  by  printing? — I think  not ; because,  in  the  first  place,  manuscript  is  not 
so  well  read  as  printing;  the  hand-writings  of  transcribers  differ  very  much; 
records  are,  even  when  printed,  difficult  to  read,  and  the  different  contractions  are 
not  easily  distinguished  from  each  other ; the  transcript  must  remain  deposited  in 
one  fixed  place,  as  it  would  be  almost  equal  in  value  with  the  original  record ; it 
cannot  be  circulated  amongst  those  persons  who  would  make  use  of  it ; it  will  be 
deposited  only  at  the  original  record  deposit,  or  in  the  British  Museum,  places 
which  are  or  will  be  open  only  at  certain  hours.  Again,  the  work  of  the  historian 
is,  I conceive,  to  weigh  conflicting  statements,  and  that  requires  a great  deal  of 
thought  and  consideration  in  his  own  private  chamber ; the  advantage,  therefore, 
of  having  printed  copies  of  the  records,  which  the  historian  may  use  at  home, 
appears  to  me  to  be  very  great. 

1 487.  Do  you  think  that  the  mere  trouble  of  reading  a transcript,  even  if  not 
very  well  written,  would  not  be  undertaken  by  learned  men  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  inquiries  ? — I do  not  so  much  refer  to  the  trouble ; but  it  is  the  impossibility 
of  their  making  use  of  a written  transcript  as  of  a printed  document. 

1488.  Considering  the  kind  of  information  that  those  documents  contain,  is  con- 
stant reference  to  them  so  necessary  as  to  justify  the  expense  of  printing  a large 
number  of  volumes  ? — I should  say  that  it  was  so ; but  of  course  when  we  come  to 
the  matter  of  expense  (and  this  certainly  is  a question  that  is  intimately  connected 
with  economy  and  the  consideration  of  expenditure,  and  with  the  return  for  that 
expenditure),  I should  require  perhaps  a little  more  consideration  to  answer  the 
question  very  definitely ; but  I still  adhere  very  strongly  to  my  opinion  on  the  ad- 
visableness of  the  publication  of  the  most  ancient  records  and  those  of  the  greatest 
historical  interest. 

1489.  No  one  would  perhaps  .object  to  the  publication  of  Doomsday  Book, 
because  that  is  a work  of  very  great  interest  and  frequent  consultation  to  the  anti- 
quarian ; but  are  not  the  great  mass  of  those  records,  even  those  that  contain,  scat- 
tered here  and  there,  most  valuable  information,  works  of  which  the  greater  portion 
is  not  interesting  to  any  one,  and  which  require  to  be  rarely  consulted,  and  only 
occasionally  consulted  by  the  antiquarian ; would  it  not,  therefore,  be  quite  pos- 
sible for  him  to  go  to  the  Museum  or  other  place  where  they  might  be  deposited, 
and  consult  them  ; would  the  time  and  trouble  of  such  consultation,  and  the  not 
having  them  at  hand,  materially  impede  works  of  great  value  ? — In  such  works  as 
extracts  from  the  Inquisitiones  post  mortem,  I should  think  that  a transcript, 
deposited  in  the  British  Museum,  might  be  sufficient ; but  I do  not  think  that 
transcripts  alone  of  the  Patent  Rolls,  the  Close  Rolls,  and  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia 
Regis  and  others,  would  be  satisfactory ; however,  on  this  subject  I do  not  pro- 
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non  nee  any  judgment  which  I pretend  to  consider  unalterable,  inasmuch  as  I should  E Pnikeroc  iuu 
be  directed,  in  the  formation  of  an  opinion  on  this  point,  by  the  evidence  which  Esq.  ’J 

may  be  given  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  engaged  in  topographical  and  his-  

torical  inquiries,  such  gentlemen  as  Dr.  Lingard,  Mr.  Hallam,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  n March  1836. 
to  whose  judgment  I should  be  disposed  to  defer  in  this  matter.  I have  stated  to 
the  Committee  the  impression  of  an  individual  commissioner,  and  one  whose 
experience  does  not  lead  him  to  be  personally  acquainted  with  the  use  to  be  made 
of  those  historical  documents. 

7490.  But  until  greater  facilities  have  been  afforded  to  give  the  public  full  and 
easy  access  to  those  records,  is  it  possible  for  the  commission  to  decide  on  what 
literary  men  might  have  made  public  on  their  own  speculation,  the  profit  of  pub- 
lishing, and  the  curious  information  contained  in  those  records  P — That,  in  some 
degree,  has  been  my  own  opinion  ; I doubt,  however,  whether  individuals  would  have 
been  found  to  attempt  the  publication  of  such  a series  of  rolls  as  the  Patent  and 
Curia  Regis  and  Close  Rolls. 

* 49 1 * Do  y°u  not  think, literary  men  had  had  that  easy  and  full  access  of  which 
I speak,  that  they  would  have  been  induced  to  publish  a good  deal  of  curious  infor- 
mation contained  in  those  records,  and  that  it  would  have  been  published  by  this 
time?— My  answering  that  question  would  depend  upon  the  time  specified  in  the 
question. 

1492.  Suppose  since  1800,  the  first  appointment  of  the  commission? — I have 
not  the  slightest  doubt,  had  the  records  of  the  Kingdom  been  arranged  (that  they 
might  have  been  arranged,  with  the  money  granted  by  Parliament  since  1800, 
there  is  no  doubt),  that  even  in  a short  period  after  1800,  our  County  Histories,  and 
especially  the  Histories  of  England,  would  have  been  infinitely  more  satisfactory, 
and  nearer  being  complete  than  they  are  at  the  present  moment ; but  from  the  little 
I know  of  the  sale  for  valuable,  but  heavy  historical  information,  I do  very  seri- 
ously doubt  whether  any  individual  would  have  been  tempted  to  risk  such  publica- 
tions, for  I know  that  the  remuneration  of  county  historians  renders  it  quite  asto- 
nishing that  any  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  publish  such  works. 

1493.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  policy  of  publication  could  hardly  be  fairly 

tried,  until  by  previous  arrangement  opportunities  had  been  afforded  for  private 
enterprise  ?— I am  of  that  opinion,  and  I beg  leave  to  add,  that,  as  respects  short  re- 
cords, of  which  there  are  either  no  series,  or  only  short  series,  some  records,  for  in- 
stance, in  the  Augmentation  Office,  I have  thought  it  would  be  very  probable  that 
the  commission  could  obtain  editors,  without  the  appropriation  of  any  money  of  the 
commission,  to  the  publication  of  such  small  portions  of  the  records,  and  I sug- 
gested some  years  ago  to  Mr.  Cooper  the  advisableness  of  making  known  the 
contents  of  those  offices  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  that  individuals  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  publishing  what  they  might  think  interesting  to  the  public,  and 
saleable.  But  these  suggestions  could  not  have  been  adopted  till  the  perfect 
calendars  of  the  records  in  this  office  had  been  either  finished  in  manuscript  or 
published.  1 

.1494.  You  state  at  page  26,  you  have  been  desirous  that  the  board  should 
manifest  some  solicitude  about  the.  testamentary  records,  and  other  ecclesiastical 
records  of  the  Kingdom ; was  any  thing  done  in  consequence  of  that  suggestion  of 
yours  ? — Nothing  was  done. 

M95-  Do  you  think  that  the  board  have  neglected  this  class  of  records ? 

Considering  the  immense  extent  of  the  records  in  London  that  claim  the  attention 
of  the  commission,  I should  not  be  justified  in  saying  they  have  positively  neglected 
them ; but  I regret  exceedingly  that  the  attention  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  the  prelates  upon  the  commission,  has  not  been 
directed  to  this  subject,  so  as  to  claim  a portion  of  our  attention  and  our  funds  for 
the  arrangement  and  preservation  of  those  records.  I am  very  anxious  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  Committee  to  the  state  of  those  records  at  the  present  moment. 

Eills  are  now  introduced  into  Parliament  for  the  extinction  of  those  extraordinary 
and  useless  courts  which  up  to  the  present  moment  are  empowered  to  grant 
probate  oi  wills.  Being  very  much  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  those  records, 
tin  Pr£sent  places  of  deposit,  I am  thoroughly  convinced,  unless  the  atten- 
ot  thls  Committee,  and,  through  it,  the  attention  of  Parliament,  is  directed  to 
tae  preservation  of  those  records,  a very  large  mass  of  them  will  be  lost.  Even 
uung  the  time  that  the  deputy  registrars  have  derived  a profit  from  the  custody 
lose  records,  they  have  been  most  scandalously  neglected.  Now,  if  thedeputv 
~ cease  t°  have  any  interest  in  them,  they  will  in  many  cases,  I am  per- 
'33*  p 2 __  suaded, 
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E.  Prothercc,  jun.  suaded,  never  reach  the  new  repositories,  and  never  be  surrendered  up.  If  there' 
Esq.  ’ are  not  very  careful  and  proper  persons  appointed  to  receive  them,  they  will  be 

lost  in  their  transit,  and  when  brought  to  the  metropolis,  or  any  place  of  provincial 

11  March  1836.  deposit,  the  mass  will  be  found  to  be  so  large  and  so  undigested,  as  to  defy  all 
ordinary  diligence  in  their  arrangement.  Thus,  the  public  will  be  shut  out  from 
the  use  of  those  records  for  a very  considerable  time,  even  if  large  masses  of  them  be 
not  previously  lost. 

1496.  Sir  M.  IV.  Ridley. ] You  are  alluding  now  to  the  records  in  the  posses- 
sion and  under  the  custody  of  local  ecclesiastical  courts? — Yes;  and  those 
records  are  not,  as  might  be  supposed,  in  places  of  proper  deposit  attached  to 
cathedrals,  but  in  several  cases  (and  in  London  as  much  as  elsewhere)  in  the 
rooms  and  chests  of  notaries,  and  in  private  houses,  scattered  all  over  the  Kingdom 
in  great  confusion. 

1497.  Do  you  consider  those  records  of  which  you  are  now  speaking  as  being 
public  property  deposited  by  some  accidental  circumstances  in  the  hands  of  the 
individuals  alluded  to  for  the  purpose  of  business,  that  have  not  been  returned,  as 
they  ought  to  have  been,  to  the  proper  places  of  deposit,  or  are  they  documents 
belonging  to  private  individuals  which  have  come,  to  their  hands  under  ordinary 
circumstances  ? — They  are  in  no  cases  the  property  of  private  individuals;  but  it 
has  happened,  from  various  circumstances,  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail, 
that  wills,  which  are  clearly  the  property  of  the  public,  as  much  as  those  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  are  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals.  There 
are  wills  in  abundance  in  the  private  muniment  rooms  of  the  lords  of  manors ; there 
are  also  wills  that  have  been  kept  accidentally  in  the  possession  of  officers  of 
registries  and  small  courts,  that  have  not  been  surrendered  up  ; but  I alluded  as 
much  to  the  records  legally  in  the  custody  of  individuals  holding  offices  in  the  ' 
courts  which  it  is  proposed  to  abolish. 

1498.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers .]  You  allude  to  wills  of  which  probate  has  been 
granted  by  the  different  courts? — Yes. 

1499.  Sir  M.  IV.  Ridley .]  Is  there  any  power  at  present  existing  in  any  body 
of  any  sort  to  compel  the  surrendering  up  of  those  different  deeds  to  any  proper 
place  of  deposit? — Certainly  there  is  no  power  at  present  existing,  because 
the  Legislature  has  not  passed  any  Bill  for  the  destruction  of  those  courts;  and 
although  in  a great  number  of  cases  wills  are  not  proved  in  them,  and  have  not 
been  proved  for  30,  50,  or,  in  some  cases,  100  years,  yet  the  wills  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  proper  parties,  though  the  courts  have  not  been  called  upon  to 
exercise  their  jurisdiction  for  along  time.  The  event  I contemplate  is  the  passing 
of  the  Bills  now  before  Parliament,  which  will  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
new  courts  and  a new  system,  after  the  entire  abolition  of  all  those  minor  courts; 
and  it  is  in  connexion  with  that  Bill  that  1 hope  that  some  provision  will  be  made 
for  the  due  preservation  of  the  records  to  be  surrendered  in  consequence  of 
alteration  of  the  jurisdiction  in  testamentary  matters. 

1500.  Ought  there  not,  then,  to  be  a provision  in  that  Bill  to  compel  the  surren- 
•dering  up  of  all  documents  that  come  within  the  description  of  public  documents, 
which  otherwise  might  be  withheld  by  individuals,  under  the  pretence  of  being 
only  private  documents? — I have  not  seen  the  Bill ; but  1 do  not  doubt  that  there 
is  such  a provision  ; and  in  a conversation  I had  with  Dr.  Lushington,  he  proposed 
that  those  documents  should  be  surrendered  upon  oath  ; but  I beg  leave  to  repeat 
the  observation  I made  to  him,  that  the  oath  would  be  no  security  whatever,  in 
my  opinion,  for  the  surrender  of  all  the  documents.  I do  not  mean  to  charge  the 
parties  with  any  intention  of  perjury,  or  with  any  inattention  to  an  oath,  but  in 
many  cases  they  do  not  know  the  contents  of  their  offices  ; and  it  happened  to  me 
at  the  time  I moved  for  Returns  from  these  jurisdictions,  to  be  obliged,  in  several 
instances,  to  examine  and  even  to  arrange  the  records  myself,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  contents  of  the  solicitors’  or  registrars’ offices;  and  I really  believe  that  there  are 
only  two  or  three  individuals  in  the  Kingdom,  including  myself,  who  are  accurately' 
acquainted  with  these  records.  The  registrars,  allowing  them  to  have  the  best 
disposition  to  surrender  them,  may  in  many  cases,  without  corrected  copies  of  the 
Returns  to  Parliament,  be  unable  to  ascertain  what  are  or  are  not  the  records  of 
the  court.  I will  give  one  instance,  and  a very  important  one,  as  it  relates  to 
an  Episcopal  Court.  I found  in  the  Registry  of  Winchester  nearly  thirty  volumes 
of  copies  of  wills,  which  had  not  been  noticed  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament,  and 
of  the  existence  of  which  the  deputy  registrar  was  not  aware  at  the  time  he  made 
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{fie  Return,  nor  do  I think  he  was  aware  of  it  when  I examined  the  contents  of 
the  court. 

1501.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers .]  Should  you  consider  the  copy  of  a will  a record? 

Yes,  the  copies  I allude  to  are  copies  made  officially ; and  I consider  them  to  be 
public  records  ; indisputably  they  are  not  the  private  property  of  the  registrars ; they 
have  descended,  together  with  the  wills  and  other  documents  of  the  court,  from 
the 'hands  of  one  registrar  to  another. 

1502.  You  allude  to  the  difficulty  the  registrar  might  have  in  distinguishing 
what  are  or  are  not  records;  what  other  documents  could  there  be  in  his  possession 
which  are  not  records,  as  a public  officer?— The  Bill  I have  alluded  to  is  one  for 
the  alteration  of  the  testamentary  jurisdiction  of  those  courts  ; there  will  remain  in 
the  offices  of  those  gentlemen  a large  mass  of  documents  relative  to  the  acts  of  the 
Bishop  and  the  other  business  of  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  which  would  not  be  surren- 
dered up  to  the  registrars  of  a court  having  testamentary  jurisdiction  only;  and  in 
gome  cases,  in  the  confusion  of  these  records,  some  original  wills,  as  well  as  recorded 
copies,  might  be  left  in  the  office,  and  never  find  their  way  to  the  central  reposi- 
tory. I am  sure  that  will  be  the  case  in  many  instances. 

1503.  The  Chairman .]  You  state  in  page  28  that  you  think  the  making  high 
officers  of  State  who  have  other  occupations,  particularly  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  quorum  commissioners,  is  a very  unwise 
arrangement,  and  a great  impediment  to  business ; has  not  that  opinion  been 
strengthened  by  your  subsequent  experience  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sion ? — Decidedly  so;  I think  our  meetings  have  been  fixed  for  a very  inconveniently 
late  hour  on  occasions  when  there  was  quite  business  enough  to  have  occupied  us 
from  12  till  the  close  of  day. 

1504.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  important  duties  with  which  those  high  officers 
are  intrusted  naturally  renders  the  business  of  the  commission  too  subordinate  a 
matter  in  their  consideration? — Yes';  but  I did  anticipate,  and  it  certainly  still 
appears  to  me  possible,  that  the  appointment  of  those  great  officers  upon  the 
commission  may  be  productive  of  beneficial  effects.  We  have  had  an  instance  of 
the  great  benefit  that  has  been  derived  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
being  upon  our  commission.  I am  thoroughly  persuaded  that  had  it  not  been  for 
Mr.  Rice,  no  change  would  have  been  made  in  our  mode  of  keepino-  0ur  accounts 
similar  to  that  now  proposed. 

1505.  Nevertheless  Mr.  Rice  was  not  the  first  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

that  was  on  the  commission  ? — Certainly  not.  ^ 

1506.  Then,  in  spite  of  your  having  a Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
commission  from  the  date  of  its  appointment  to  the  period  when  Mr.  Rice  chose 
to  bestir  himself  upon  the  subject  of  the  accounts,  the  presence  of  this  high 
financial  officer  had  had  no  effect  in  securing  a proper  keeping  of  the  accounts  ?— 
Certainly  not. 

1507.  This  is  the  merit,  then,  of  Mr.  Rice,  and  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ? — It  attaches  indisputably  to  Mr.  Rice  as  an  individual. 

1508.  Sir  M.  IV.  Ridley. ] In  the  execution  of  such  important  duties  would  it 
not  be  much  more  advantageous,  in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  commission  to 
have  persons  who  had  more  time  and  more  leisure  to  devote  to  the  important 
subjects  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  commission  ?— Indisputably 
it  would ; and  I will  state  one  prejudicial  effect  of  putting  these  high  officers 
upon  the  commission.  It  makes  individual  members  of  less  rank,  or  who  have 
no  official  rank,  reluctant  to  bestir  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  the  commission  and 
ready  to  defer,  from  motives  of  delicacy  and  respect  to  the  judgment  of  those 
great  official  persons,  although  they  may  be  easily  supposed  to  be  less  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  this  particular  business. 

1509.  Is  it  not  probable  and  more  likely  that  the  very  important  duties 
ot  such  a commission,  requiring  so  much  time  and  attention,  would  be  better 
executed  by  a judicious  selection  of  able  well-informed  persons  who  should  receive 
an  annual  salary,  than  by  unpaid  commissioners,  however  high  their  rank  in 
society  or  official  duties  may  be.?— I do  not  feel  competent  to  answer  that  question 
very  decidedly  ; I had  always  hoped  that  our  commission  might  have  been  made 
to  work  advantageously,  and  all  my  efforts  have  been  directed  by  and  proceeded 
rom  a persuasion  that  it  might  be  made  to  work  under  its  present  constitution  in 
a thoroughly  efficient  manner. 

,i  ^10’  Chairman.]  Is  that  hope  as  strong  as  when  you  first  commenced 
those  efforts  ?— That.  hnnP  is  »ntir»lv  J 
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1511.  Then,  in  fact,  you  never  expect  the  commission,  constituted  as  it  is  at 
present,  to  be  efficient? — I confess  I do  not  think  it  can  be. 

1512.  Do  you  think  that  the  plan  that  the  honourable  Member  has  proposed 
would  be  more  efficient? — I believe  it  would  be  so  ; I have  expressed  the  opinion 
which  I still  entertain  in  the  Pamphlet  that  is  before  the  honourable  Chairman, 
that  if  the  commissioners  had  been  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  they  were 
to  report  annually  to  Parliament,  and  that  the  commission  was  not  to  last  for 
ever,  the  commission,  as  now  constituted,  would  be  much  more  efficient : perhaps 
as  an  individual  unpaid  commissioner'  of  the  present  board,  I might  cling  to  the 
hope  that  such  a change  in  the  system  might  yet  be  productive  of  that  good 
which  I have  not  hitherto  seen  effected, 

1513.  Mr.  Charles  Villiers.]  You  consider  there  is  more  responsibility  attaching 
to  salaried  commissioners  than  to  one  who  acts  gratuitously,  do  you  not  ?- — That 
may  be  the  effect  of  receiving  payment ; I cannot  say  that  it  is  my  own  individual 
feeling. 

1514.  Sir  M.  JV.  Ridley .]  Supposing  a commission  was  to  be  instituted,  con. 
sisting  of  certain  official  persons  of  high  character  and  high  dignity,  and  two 
commissioners  who  were  salaried,  upon  whom  the  immediate  responsibility  should 
rest,  subject  to  the  opinion  and  decision  of  the  other  commissioners  ; what  do  you 
consider  would  be  the  effect  of  the  working  of  such  a commission  ? — Much  would 
depend  upon  the  degree  of  control  which  the  higher  class  of  commissioners  would 
have  over  the  acts  of  the  paid  commissioners.  I can  imagine  such  a constitution 
to  have  all  the  evils  of  the  present  commission,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  also 
deprived  of  certain  advantages  which  attach  to  the  character  of  the  present  unpaid 
commissioners. 

1515.  The  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  think  it  better,  if  you  have  any  paid  commis- 
sioners, that  they  should  be  the  sole  responsible  persons,  and  the  sole  persons 
having  authority  ? — Yes,  I should  say  so  ; at  the  same  time  I am  not  aware  whe- 
ther there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  placing  the  Officers  of  State  or  Judgeson 
the  commission  ; but  I cannot  speak  with  confidence,  not  being  acquainted  with 
the  constitution  and  formation  of  other  commissions  ; of  this,  however,  I am  quite 
certain,  that,  constitute  the  commission  as  you  will,  unless  responsibility  is  secured 
by  requiring  annual  Reports  to  be  made  to  Parliament,  and  a conviction  exists  in 
the  minds  of  the  commissioners  that  they  have  a finite  duty  to  perform,  there  is  no 
chance  of  any  commission  working  well. 

1516.  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  business  of  this  commission  which 
requires  the  presence  and  assistance  of  those  high  Officers  of  State? — None  whatever, 
unless  as  heads  of  the  courts  of  law,  and  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  they 
may  be  supposed  to  have  a final  and  superior  control  over  the  records  of  the  offices, 
and  therefore  be  enabled,  by  their  weight  and  authority,  to  carry  into  execution 
any  changes  that  may  be  proposed  by  the  commissioners. 

1517.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a much  better  plan  to  attain  this  end  by 
giving  the  commission  itself  effectual  control  over  the  offices  ? — Indeed  I think 
so  ; the  present  commission  is  not  invested,  I think,  with  sufficient  power.  I have 
often  remarked,  when  I have  heard  of  the  obstacles  and  impediments  thrown  in 
our  way  (the  nature  of  which  I beg  to  say,  parenthetically,  I have  never  been  able 
correctly  to  ascertain),  that  it  would  be  desirable,  if  those  obstacles  and  impedi- 
ments were  really  insurmountable  by  the  authority  of  the  present  commission,  that 
we  should  report  to  The  King  in  Council,  stating  the  inefficiency  of  our  powers, 
and  obtain  from  Parliament  an  authority  that  would  he  sufficient  to  carry  the 
objects  of  the  commission  into  execution. 

1518.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  commission  ought  to  have  done  this  at  a very 
much  earlier  period  with  regard  to  the  abuses  and  fees  ?• — The  commission  have 
never  entertained,  to  my  knowledge,  any  consideration  of  the  subject  of  fees ; it 
was  brought  before  the  board  in  November  1833,  upon  the  first  notice  of  niine 
for  that  board. 

1519.  We  have  been  informed,  that  ever  since  the  date  of  its  formation  this 
commission  has  been  endeavouring  with  great  labour  to  obtain  from  all  the  record 
officers  a full  and  accurate  statement  of  their  fees  and  other  regulations,  that  it 
has  been  their  intention  to  report  upon  this  subject  to  His  Majesty,  and  that  even 
now  they  have  not  been  able  to  complete  this  undertaking. 

1,520.  Do  you  not  suppose  if  the  commission  had  bestirred  itself  more  actively 
in  the  matter,  it  might  have  effected  this  desirable  end  before  ? — I certainly  think 
so;  I may  possibly  underrate  the  difficulty  of  the  task;  but  it  appears  tome.” 
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such  communications  as  those  alluded  to  have  been  made,  with  which  I am  wholly 
unacquainted,  that  that  mass  of  information  collected  will  rather  obstruct  than 
facilitate  inquiry  and  reform.  I am  persuaded,  however,  that  no  perfect  reform 
can  be  effected  with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  fees,  and  the  salaries  of  the  record 
office  keepers,  until  a general  repository  is  established  ; but  there  is  no  necessity 
whatever  for  our  deferring  these  reforms  till  that  building  is  erected. 

1521.  Do  you  not  think  that  long  before  this,  the  commission  ought  to  have 
stated  to  His  Majesty  the  inefficiency  of  its  powers,  and  applied  for  fresh  powers 
in  order  to  discharge  its  duties  ? — If  it  is  supposed  that  it  had  not  powers  ; but  I 
conceive  the  commission  was  invested  with  sufficient  power  to  inquire  into  those 
grievances,  and  might  have  reported  to  The  King  in  Council,  making  suggestions 
for  an  alteration  in  the  system. 

- 1522.  Ought  it  not  to  have  done  that  before  this  time?— That  has  been  my 

opinion,  undoubtedly. 

1523.  In  your  Pamphlet  you  state  that  Mr.  Caley  was  appointed  inspector  of 
the  record  offices  at  a salary  of  500  /.  a year  ? — Yes. 

1524.  You  state  that  you  positively  deny  that  his  present  services  were  such 
as  to  require  any  such  salary,  and  that  it  is  vain  to  mince  words ; this  5001.  a year 
is  a pension  under  another  and  very  deceitful  name  ; then  you  state  you  are  con- 
strained to  say  that  Mr.  Caley ’s  past  services  did  not  constitute  a claim  for  a pen- 
sion when  he  is  otherwise  provided  with  public  money ; do  you  still  think  that 
that  opinion  was  correct?— I do  decidedly  still  think  it  was  quite  correct. 

l525‘  Then  you  think  that  Mr.  Caley  ought  not  to  have  had  this  pension 
In  the  first  place,  I do  not  think  that  our  commission  was  entitled  to  grant  any 
thing  in  the  character  of  a pension.  We  were  only  authorized  to  grant  money  for 
services  to  be  performed  ; and  at  the  time  that  pension  was  granted  to  Mr.  Caley, 
he  was  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  and  keeper  of  the  Augmentation  Office! 
As  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House,  he  had  400  L a-year;  as  keeper  of  the  Augmen- 
tation Office,  he  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  no  salary,  but  received  the  fees.  There 
was  thus  less  excuse  for  granting  him  a pension,  or  making  a sinecure  for  him. 

1526.  Which  fees,  you  say,  on  the  lowest  average,  amounted  to  157/.  a year  ?— 
I believe  that  statement  was  taken  from  some  Parliamentary  Returns. 

1527-  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  this  appointment  of  Mr.  Caley  as  keeper  of 
the  record  offices  was  something  of  a job  ? — I think  I have  called  it  a job  ; and 
I thought  it  proper  to  direct  the  attention  of  some  persons  connected  with  Govern- 
ment to  the  matter,  and  I enclosed  my  letter,  which  the  honourable  Chairman  is 
quoting,  with  those  passages  marked,  to  a member  of  Government. 

1528.  What  was  done  in  consequence  of  those  suggestions,  and  that  remark  in 
your  Pamphlet  which  was  laid  before  the  board?— I am  not  aware  whether  the 
letter  was  submitted  to  the  board  or  not ; of  course  it  was  communicated  to  the 
commissioners.  Nothing  was  done.  A discussion  took  place,  I remember,  about 
a year  and  a half  after  the  publication  of  that  Pamphlet,  when  I expressed  the 
same  sentiments,  but  they  were  not  entertained,  or,  at  least,  were  not  supported 
by  other  members  of  the  commission. 


1529.  So  that  Mr.  Caley  kept  that  500  /.  a year,  and  his  nominal  appointment, 
to  the  day  of  his  death? — Yes;  and  after  his  death  the  arrears  of  a half  year  or 
a whole  year  were  paid  to  his  executrix,  Miss  Caley. 

1530.  Is  the  correspondence  conducted  in  the  name  of  the  board  submitted  to 
the  board  before  it  is  sent  out  ? — I should  suppose  there  was  a vast  mass  of  corre- 
spondence from  Mr.  Cooper’s  private  representations  to  me  which  was  never 
submitted  to  the  board  ; but  I had  conceived  that  all  correspondence  of  a directly 
official  character  was  submitted  to  our  board,  and  that  which  was  not  presented 
to  us  I conceived  to  be  rather  of  a private  character,  and  the  literary  inquiries  of 
Mr.  Cooper,  with  the  general  view  of  furthering  the  objects  of  the  commission. 

1531-  Has  any  thing  occurred  to  make  you  alter  this  belief?— Yes.  When 
1 went  to  the  Treasury  (I  forget  exactly  the  year),  to  investigate  the  accounts  of 
e commission  that  had  been  sent  in,  and  to  form  an  analysis  of  our  expenditure, 
i learnt  from  Mr.  Spearman,  that  a pretty  sharp  correspondence  had  taken  place 
,e  ^en  Mr>  Spearman  and  Mr.  Cooper,  which  correspondence  was  addressed  to 
ne  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  and  had  relation  to  the  mode  of  our  keeping 
our  accounts.  That  correspondence  had  not  been  submitted  to  the  board,  nor  to 
us  w 10  were  auditors,  nor  have  I ever  seen  it  up  to  the  present  day.  There  was 
a so  a correspondence  between  Mr.  Vincent,  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  and 
r'  00Per>  with  which  I became  acquainted,  not  through  any  communication 
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E.  Protheroe,jun.  of  Mr.  Cooper’s,  made  either  privately  to  me  or  to  the  board ; but  having  been 
ks'i-  requested  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  go  to  the  Pipe  Office,  and  speak  to  the  clerks  there 
~7j  ~ relative  to  the  disputes  that  had  occurred  about  payment  for  the  transcripts  of 
11  arc  1 3 • recor(jSj  i thought  it  more  decorous  in  a commissioner  to  communicate  at  once 
with  the  head  of  the  department,  and  I requested  an  interview  with  Mr.  Vincent. 
Mr.  Vincent  gave  me  much  information,  with  which  I was  not  previously  jn 
possession,  both  with  regard  to  that  transaction,  and  the  record  commission 
becoming  possessed  of  the  Augmentation  Office.  Mr.  Vincent  submitted  to  nie 
a long  correspondence  between  himself  and  Mr.  Cooper,  of  which  I had  never 
seen  any  thing  before. 

1532.  In  the  late  Agenda  there  appears  a notice  of  yours  relative  to  this  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Vincent;  what  was  your  object  in  giving  that  notice?— 
In  the  first  place,  I thought  that  the  whole  subject  of  the  correspondence  and 
matter  at  issue  between  Mr.  Vincent  and  the  board  had  never  been  properly 
understood  by  the  commissioners,  and  I entertained  a very  great  doubt  whether 
we  were  not  committing  an  act  of  blameable  usurpation  in  taking  possession  of 
the  Augmentation  Office.  Certain  passages  also  in  the  letter  addressed  by  Mr, 
Cooper  to  Mr.  Vincent  I confess  did  not  please  me,  as  proceeding  from  a 
person  whom  I conceived  to  be  the  organ  of  a board  to  which  I belonged. 

1533.  What  passages  do  you  allude  to? — I could  hardly  point  them  out  at  the 
present  moment ; if  I looked  over  the  correspondence,  I could  mark  them. 

1534.  What  was  the  tenor  of  them?— They. appeared  to  me  to  be  uncourteous, 
and  written  in  a tone  unsuited  to  the  occasion.  But  neither  the  notice  on  the 
Agenda  for  December  the  18th,  nor  for  January  the  27th,  1835,  was  the  first 
occasion  I had  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  correspondence. 
I stated  at  a very  early  period,  when  Mr.  Cooper  gave  some  information  of  these 
differences  between  himself  and  Mr.  Vincent,  that  I thought  the  board  ought  to 
hear  Mr.  Vincent’s  representations,  and  to  examine  him. 

• 1535 . Did  the  board  take  any  notice  of  this? — This  recommendation  of  mine 

did  not  attract  notice. 

1536.  Have  the  board  allowed  this  dispute  between  Mr.  Vincent  and  Mr. 
Cooper  to  go  on  without  paying  any  attention  to  it? — I will  not  say  that  the  board 
did  not  pay  attention  to  it  since  they  heard  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cooper 
respecting  it,  and  it  is  very  possible  that  Mr.  Cooper  communicated  his  represen- 
tation of  the  affair  to  other  commissioners  privately,  as  he  had  done  to  me. 

1537.  Did  he  ever  lay  the  correspondence  before  the  board  ? — I should  say  he 
never  did  lay  the  correspondence  before  the  board  ; but  it  is  possible  that  Mr. 
Cooper,  at  the  time  the  discussion  first  took  place,  may  have  brought  with  him 
certain  portions  of  the  correspondence.  It  is  also  possible,  at  a subsequent  period, 
that  Mr.  Cooper  may  have  produced  the  correspondence  among  the  reports, 
because  I remember  one  or  two  instances  in  which,  after  specifying  some  parti- 
cular reports  that  were  to  be  produced,  et  c&teras  marked  the  rest,  and  I cannot 
affirm  that  this  correspondence  might  not  upon  one  or  other  of  those  occasions  have 
been  produced ; but  as  far  as  relates  to  the  discussion  of  the  correspondence,  or 
the  board  being  acquainted  with  it,  I conceive  it  was  carried  on  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  board,  and  is  at’  the  present  moment  wholly  unknown  to  the 
commissioners. 

1538.  Do  you  know  whether  all  the  secretary’s  letters  pass  through  the  hands 
of  his  own  clerk  ? —All  the  letters  of  the  secretary  which  I have  seen,  whether 
addressed  to  commissioners,  sub-commissioners,  or  any  other  person  on  the  business 
of  the  commission,  are  in  the  same  hand-writing,  that  of  a clerk  named  Bennett. 
He  has  even  written  Mr.  Cooper’s  replies  to  letters  of  mine,  containing  observations 
on  the  conduct  of  our  affairs.- 

1539.  Have  you  ever  been  able  to  discover  upon  what  principle  works  are 
. selected  for  publication  by  the  commission  ? — Perhaps,  to  speak  with  minute 

accuracy,  no  selection  has  been  made  by  the  board  of  one  proposal  out  of  many, 
but  almost  I think  invariably  all  the  proposals  for  publication  have  been  made 
by  the  secretary,  either  originating  in  his  own  mind,  or  made  at  the  suggestion  of 
individuals  who  have  made  recommendations  to  him.  ' . 

1540.  Then  the  choice  of  the  works  for  .publication  does  not  originate  with  the 
board  ?— It  has  so  happened,  that  all,  or  almost  all,  the  works  have  been  proposed 
by  the  secretary,  and  certainly  that  has  been  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  some 
sub-commissioners  have  thought  it  consistent  with  their  duty  to  laud  the  secretary, , 
and  pass  by  tire  commission  in  rather  a singular  way.  I refer  to  the  commendation 
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of  the  judgment  of  the  secretary  by  Mr.  Hardy,  and  I confess,  as  a commissioner 
I could  not  help  smiling  at  the  cool  manner  in  which  the  commission  was  set  aside’ 
and  the  secretary.was  stated  to  have  merited  the  commendation  of  the  world  for 
having  suggested  the  Close  Rolls  as  a work  for  publication,  and  other  instances 
might  be  found,  I believe. 

7541.  Mr.  C.  Villicrs.]  Had  he  suggested  that  in  that  book  ? — I have  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Cooper  was  the  person  that  first  suggested  it;  all  that  I felt  was,  that 
although  much  credit  is  due  to  the  secretary  for  suggestinguseful  works,  still  it  might 
be  supposed  that  of  a series  of  records  like  the  Close  Rolls,  the  commissioners  mio-ht 
be  equally  cognizant  with  the  secretary,  and  that  their  being  selected  for  publi- 
cation might  reasonably  be  supposed  to  originate  in  some  degree  in  the  knowledge 
which  the  commissioners  had  of  the  value  of  these  records. 

1542.  The  Chairman .]  Is  it  usual  for  the  board  to  propose  a work,  and  then 
seek  for  an  efficient  editor  ? — No,  that  is  not  the  plan. 

154 3-  Are  editors  first  selected,  and  then  works  given  to  them  to  employ  them- 
selves upon  ?— I think  in  one  or  two  cases,  individuals  of  distinguished  merit 
have  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  commission,  without  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular work,  and  that  work  has  been  subsequently  provided  for  them. 

1544.  That  was  the  case  in  your  only  sub-commissioner,  Mr.  Hunter  ? Yes  I 

believe  that  was  the  case.  1 

1545-  Was  the  work  given  as  a compensation  for  their  services  ?— No,  T do  not 
think  that  is  a fair  representation  of  the  transaction.  An  individual  is  known  by 
his  works  and  his  general  reputation  as  a county  historian.  In  the  instance  the 
chairman  has  taken,  he  is  supposed,  upon  very  good  reason,  to  be  an  individual 
whose  services  will  be  honourable  and  creditable  to  the  commission;  his  previous 
general  acquaintance  with  records,  and  the  particular  and  general  history  of  the 
country,  may  fairly  have  led  the  commissioners  to  conceive  that  that  individual 
will  undoubtedly  be  serviceable  to  the  public  as  the  editor  of  works  which  the 
commissioners  are  previously  aware  that  it  will  be  desirable  to  publish. 

1 546.  Do  you  think  that  the  commission  has  always  proceeded  in  its  publica- 
tions upon  the  principle  pointed  out  in  the  commission,  that  of  printing  the  most 
ancient  and  valuable  records  ?— No,  perhaps  there  are  exceptions. 

1547-  L)o  you  not  think  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  commissioners,  first  to  print 
those  that  were  most  difficult  of  access,  and  least  likely  to  be  published,  and  those 
also  that  were  perishing  ? — Certainly. 

1548.  Are  you  aware  in  one  of  the  publications,  I think  it  is  the  Chancellor’s 
Roll,  it  is  stated,  that  the  reason  for  publishing  that  work  as  a record  was  the 
greater  facilities  of  access?— I did  not  see  that  reason  in  manuscript,  otherwise  I 
should  have  protested  against  such  a reason  being  given,  not  only  because  I con- 
ceive it  to  be  a most  absurd  one,  but  because  it  is  compromising  altogether  the 
authority  and  dignity  of  the  commission : all  records  are,  or  ought  to  be  equallv 
accessible  to  the  commission,  and  I am  firmly  persuaded,  that  if  proper  means  had 
been  resorted  to,  all  records  were  at  that  time  equally  accessible  to  the  commission 
and  that  the  reason  was  not  only  a bad  one,  but  in  fact  a false  one,  not  that  f 
mean  to  attribute  falsehood  to  the  parties  who  used  it,  but  their  impression  was 
erroneous.  r 

. j1 549-  1)0  you  not  think,  if  it  was  peculiarly  easy  of  access,  that  that  was  de- 
cidedly a reason  why  it  should  be  one  of  the  last  published  ?— Yes  unless  the 
record  was  extremely  curious. 

*550.  ''  extremely  curious  ?— Not  pre-eminently  curious,  certainly. 

1 ,55 1 . 1 hen,  on  the  whole,  you  would  say  that  this  work  was  one  of  the  very  last 
the  commission  should  have  undertaken  ?— I have  already  said  that  I was  present 
at  the  board  when  it  was  ordered,  and  that  I made  inquiries  into  the  abilities  of  Mr 
Uevon  as  an  editor,  the  interest  of  the  work  and  the  cost  of  the  work,  but,  much  to 
my  disappointment,  I received  no  answer  to  those  inquiries. 

1552.  Who  proposed  Mr.  Charles  Devon  as  editor  ?— Mr.  Cooper. 

1553-  Do  you  consider  him  a competent  editor?— I do  not  feel  I am  a com- 
petent judge  of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Devon,  since  I have  never  compared  his  publi- 
cation with  the  original  records,  nor  did  I see  the  preface  which  Mr.  Devon  wrote 
and  which  was  suppressed. 

1 554.  Why  was  that  preface  suppressed? — Because,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
cooper,  it  was  not  thought  creditable  to  the  commission  as  a literary  work. 

1 555*  Who  wrote  that  preface  that  was  suppressed? — I conclude  that  Mr. 
°33-  o.  Devon 


E.  Protheroe,  j un . 
Esq. 

II  March  1836. 
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E.Protheroe,  jun.  Devon  wrote  the  preface,  but  I really  am  not  cognizant  of  these  transactions ; and 
Esq.  although  I regret  very  much  I am  not  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  I do 

' — : not  feel  this  ignorance  is  censurable,  as  the  whole  transactions  between  Mr.  Cooper, 

11  March  1836.  Mr.  Devon  and  Mr.  Hunter,  the  subsequent  editor,  was  only  partially,  if  at  all 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  board. 

1 556.  Then  you  think  that,  as  a commissioner,  you  would  not  be  at  all  censurable 
for  the  incompetency  of  the  editor  appointed  by  the  board  ? — No,  I cannot  say  that 
I feel  entirely  relieved  as  a commissioner  from  responsibility  or  from  the  censure 
that  attaches  to  us  as  a body  of  commissioners,  who  are  charged  with  printing  a 
worthless  document  or  with  any  injudicious  publication ; but  my  evidence  will 
show  that  I did  my  best  to  obtain  some  information  upon  the  subject,  and  I beg 
leave  to  add,  at  that  time  I was  very  little  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
mission, and  I was  both  in  age  and  station  very  much  the  junior  of  all  the  commis- 
sioners assembled  at  that  board. 

1 557-  Do  you  think  that  those  who  were  your  seniors  in  age  and  station  as 
commissioners  took  more  pains  or  formed  a more  accurate  notion  of  the  com- 
petency of  editors  than  yourself? — Perhaps  the  honourable  Chairman  would 
relieve  me  from  the  painful  situation  of  being  asked  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
- other  commissioners. 

1558.  I only  want  you  to  state  the  fact  from  what  passed  at  the  board;  do  you 
think  that  they  took  more  trouble  ? — I cannot  say  whether  those  commissioners 
had  previously  informed  themselves  of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Devon  ; but  certainly 
the  question  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Devon  passed  on  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Cooper,  as  well  as  I remember,  without  any  discussion. 

1559.  How  did  Mr.  Devon  execute  that  work,  do  you  know  that? — I under- 
stood he  executed  it  in  a manner  that  was  decided  to  be  unfit  for  publication; 
such  was  the  opinion  I heard  of  it,  but  that  opinion  was  communicated  to  me  by 
Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hunter,  and  not  an  opinion  formed  from  any  examination  of 
mine  of  the  work  in  question. 

1 560.  Am  I to  understand  that  his  incompetency  being  discovered,  that  work 
was  taken  out  of  his  hands,  and  intrusted  to  another? — Such  I believe  to  be 
the  case. 

1561 . In  whose  hands  was  it  placed  ? — I believe  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter. 

1.562.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  What  reason  have  you  to  suppose  it  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Hunter? — Because  Mr.  Cooper  told  me  so,  and  Mr.  Hunter  also. 

3563.  The  Chairman .]  Was  it  by  the  appointment  of  the  commission  it  was  put 
into  Mr.  Hunter’s  hands  ? — I will  not  say  the  business  was  not  put  into  Mr.  Hunter's 
hands  by  the  appointment  of  the  commission,  but  I do  not  believe  it  was.  As  well 
as  I remember,  the  work  was  put  into  Mr.  Hunter’s  hands  by  Mr.  Cooper.  I do/ 
not  remember  any  discussion  at  the  board,  or  any  appointment  of  Mr.  Hunter,  upon 
taking  it.  But  allow  me  to  remark,  that  I do  not  feel  that  I am  doing  justice  to 
myself  or  any  others  in  speaking  minutely  upon  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  there 
may  have  been  possibly  a regular  minute  of  the  board.  My  understanding  indis- 
putably is  and  was,  that  the  work  was  taken  by  Mr.  Cooper  out  of  Mr.  Devon’s 
hands,  and  put  into  Mr.  Hunter’s.  I remember  perfectly  that  Mr.  Hunter  cau- 
tioned me  against  supposing  that  he  was  to  be  answerable  for  the  Chancellor's 
Roll,  and  Mr.  Hunter  stated  this  in  very  strong  terms  to  me;  at  the  same  time,  as 
I know  that  Mr.  Hunter  wrote  the  preface,  and  that  the  work  was  in  some  degree 
taken  out  of  Mr.  Devon’s  hands,  and  in  some  sort  of  way  committed  to  Mr.  Hunter, 
I am  at  a loss  to  understand  upon  whom  the  largest  portion  of  this  divided  respon- 
sibility falls. 

1564.  Then  the  extent  of  your  information,  as  a commissioner,  is,  that  the  person 
intrusted  with  the  business  was  wholly  incompetent  to  it,  and  you  do  not  know 
who  edited  it  really,  or  who  was  responsible  ? — Indeed  that  seems  to  be  the  sum  of 
all  that  I can  say  upon  the  subject. 

1565-  Was  the  Rotuli  Selecti  intrusted  to  Mr.  Devon? — I believe  it  was. 

. 1566.  Was  his  incompetency  for  that  work  equally  discovered?— I might  make 
as  to  that  work  precisely  the  same  observations  I have  made  as  to  the  Chancellor's 
. Roll,  with  a reservation  in  favour  of  any  minutes  of  the  board  relative  to  that  work. 

1567.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Hunter  appears  on  the  title-page 
as  the  editor  of. that  work  ?— Is  it  so  ? My  memory  does  not  instantly  serve  me; 
I know  this  was  a work  originally,  committed  to  Mr.  Devon,  and  that  it  was  pat 
,i-v. - into 
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into  Mr.  Hunter’s  hands ; and  I-confess,  at  the  moment  of  answering  the  question 

I thought  that  the  circumstances  of  the  two  books  Were  the  same.  ■ ° a ■ ’ 

■ 1568:  Do  you  know,  that  of  the  three  works  contained  in  the  Rotuli  Selecti,  one 
has  been  twice  printed  by  the  present  commission,  and  that  other  transcripts  have 
been  twice  made  at  the  public  expense?— I think  I have  heard  that  statement 
•before. 

1,569.  Do  you  know  whether  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  was  ordered  to  edit  the  Privy 
Council  books  without  the  appointment  of  the  .board,  and  that  a portion  was 
printed  before  the  appointment  of  the  board  took  place  ?—14iave  a very  stronff  sus- 
picion that  part  was  printed  before  the  order  of  the  board  was  made. 

1570.  Was  any  calculation  made  of  the  expense  of  the  work  before  it  was 
ordered  r— Yes  ; I think  there  was  some  rough  statement  made  of  the  probable 
•expense  of  the  volume,  and  it  was  said  it  would  not  extend  beyond  two  volumes. 

1571*  To  how  many  volumes  has  it  extended  f — Five  are  already  printed,  and 
if  some  impediments  had  not  been  raised  by  the  secretary,  which,  as  I understand 
from  bir  Harris  Nicolas,  stopped  his  progress  in  completing  the  prefaces  of  two 
later  volumes,  seven  would  be  now  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners. 

157U-  Would  it  have  been  then  complete  ?— Yes,  the  work  originally  proposed 
would  be  quite  completed.  That  was  an  edition  of  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council 
of  which  the  original  minutes  or  copies  exist  in  the  British  Museum.  A subsequent 
order  empowers  Sir  H.  Nicolas  to  proceed  and  publish, later  documents  preserved 
in  the  Council  Office.  r 

1573-  So  that  the  work  that  was  estimated  at  two  volumes  has  already  extended 
to  six  or  seven  r— The  statement  was  made  in  a very  loose  manner,  and  the  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  the  commissioners  was  certainly  that  it  would  not  be  advis- 
able to  embark  in  a larger  publication ; and  I think  their  apprehensions  of  the 
extent  of  the  publication  were  allayed  by  the  statement  that  it  would  not  extend 
beyond  two  volumes. 

1574-  Then  the  commission  seems  always  to  have  been  favoured  with  verv 
loose  estimates,  and  to  have  their  fears  allayed  with  very  loose  representations  ?- 
there  is  nothing  like  accuracy  in  any  of  our  proceedings. 

1575-  What  is  your  opinion  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Essay  on  the  Authority  of 
the  Council . — I have  read  it.  I objected  and  I still  object  to  such  a publication ; 
board  17  °“  ^ charaoter  not  aPPea™g  tamaa  fit  work  for  a publication  of  our 

f l5 jTi^f  k -Wa?  a mere  rePubItcation  of  materials  that  had  been 
formerly  published  ?-I  beam  that  opinion  expressed  by  several  persons,  and, 
among  others,  by  Mr.  Cooper.  “ ’ 

1 -577-  Ltd  Mr.  Cooper  say  that  he  had  intrusted  the  work  to  Sir  Francis  Pal 
grave  upon  representations  of  bis  that  turned  out  afterwards  not  to  be  correct?— 
The  communication  to  which  I have  alluded  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  corre- 
* Wlth  reSard  to  the  various  works  of  the  board,  and  the  proceedings  of 

1578-  Had  the  authority  of  the  board  been  obtained  for  this  work?— As  well  as 
I remember  it  had  been  obtained.  ’ 

wol57K9'.u0uy0,Inmeanuhat,Si;  Francis  Palgrave  had  been  intrusted  with  this 

Tm  tobhe  R bTd’  nelthn  ‘he  b°ard  ™r  Mr’  C°°Per  kn°™g  what  it  would  turn 
out  to  be,  they  being  as  it  appears  entirely  deceived  in  the  character  of  the  work 

Sh  Er»n7  pPf 'Sbed  by.theirorders?-I  believe  that  the  work  was  written  by 

h irno X b™  fT’ta?ad  7r  re?resen‘ed  to  Mr-  Cooper,  and  subsequently  by 
him  to  the  board,  that  the  publication  of  this  work  would  be  creditable  to  the 
card,  and  useful  to  the  board  in  the  prosecution  of  its  labours  ; that  is  as  well  a^ 

printed^n^onsequence.^  * * b°ald’  ^ 1 thiak’  ™k  was 

1580-  Have  you  ever,  as  a commissioner,  examined  the  authority  given  vou  in 
•Sp^  P^mgworksr-Undoubtedly  I have  read  t(e^“ 

rity  for2print1nbat  “ 46  S°le  aUthority  for  Pouting  ?-I  believe  it  is  the  sole  antho- 

aud  yfiualr  couId,tJle  fSSRy  °f  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  be  considered  an  ancient 
0 aluab]e  record  ' ■ 11  was  considered  as  illustrating  ancient  and  valuable 

^ 2 records, 


E-  Prot/ieroe,  ju’n. 
Esq. 

11  March  1836. 
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F.  Protheroe,  jun.  records,  and  directed  to  be  published,  as  it  was  supposed  to  be  a guide  to  us  in  the 
Es<k  discharge  of  our  duties. 

1584.  Do  you  mean  that  it  was  published  as  a work  for  the  private  information 
11  March 1 836.  0f  the  board,  just  as  the  Agenda  or  any  other  temporary  work  was  published  for  the 

private  use  of  the  board  ? — Yes,  I conceived  it  in  that  light. 

1585.  Do  you  know  in  the  Return  to  Parliament  it  is  specified  among  the  public 
works  of  the  commissioners  ? — I have  already  observed,  that  my  attention  has 
never  been  drawn  to  the  Returns  to  Parliament  as  an  authentic  document ; the 
Returns  have  never  been  submitted  to  the  board ; I do  not  recognize  them  as 
emanating  from  the  board,  or  consider  them  as  documents  that  are  to  be  treated  as 
the  productions  of  the  board,  or  sanctioned  by  the  board. 

1 586.  Do  you  know  that  250  copies  of  this  work  were  printed  ? — I do  not  know 
that ; it  is  most  probable  that  I have  read  that  statement  in  the  Returns  to  Parlia- 
ment,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  the  fact  has  been  brought  under  my  notice,  pos- 
sibly by  Mr.  Cooper  himself. 

1587.  If  it  was  a work  printed  merely  for  the  private  use  of  the  board,  so  large 
a number  as  250  copies  would  not  be  printed  ? — Indisputably,  and  therefore  my 
impression  has  proved  to  be  erroneous. 

1588.  Then  it  appears,  without  your  knowledge,  the  commission  has  printed 
under  that  authority  works  for  the  public  use  to  which  that  authority  did  not 
extend  ? — I cannot  say  positively  without  my  knowledge,  inasmuch  as  my  memory 
may  have  failed  me  as  to  some  representations  made  at  the  time  with  regard  to  this 
publication.  I do  not,  therefore,  wish  to  free  myself,  as  it  were,  from  responsibility 
with  regard  to  this  work,  although  I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I was  aware  of  the 
number  of  copies  printed,  or  that  it  was  intended  to  be  generally  circulated. 

1,589.  Then,  in  fact,  as  a commissioner,  you  do  not  know  much  about  this 
work,  published  under  your  auspices,  except  that  you  think  it  was  a work  that 
ought  not  to  have  been  published  ? — That  is  true  ; and  the  remarks  will  apply  to 
almost  all  the  works  under  the  commission,  since  we  have  not  had  those  docu- 
ments laid  before  us  which  would  give  us  information  as  to  the  cost  of  publication, 
or  the  remuneration  to  transcribers  or  editors,  or  enable  us  to  form  a judgment 
upon  the  economy  or  extravagance  with  which  a work  has  been  published. 

I have  always  felt  myself  in  an  uncomfortable  and  discreditable  situation,  beino- 
left  in  a position  in  which  I am  not  competent  to  discharge  those  duties  committed 
to  me  by  the  King’s  commission. 

1590.  Mr.  Charles  V illiers.]  Was  not  this  work  distinguished  from  others  in 
this  particular,  that  it  was  no  record  at  all  ? — Certainly. 

1 591  • The  Chairman.']  When  works  are  proposed  for  , publication,  is  not  the 
editor  always  proposed  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes ; I think  that  that  has  acci- 
dentally been  the  case. 

1592.  Does  it  not  happen  that  the  commission  first  determined  that  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  publish  such  and  such  ancient  and  valuable  records,  and  then 
sets  about  with  due  deliberation  providing  a competent  editor,  but  that  the  pro- 
posal of  the  work  and  the  editor  are  always  simultaneous? — I think  that  the 
question  of  the  honourable  Chairman  supposes  an  interested  transaction  with  regard 
to  individuals  appointed  as  editors,  which  I believe  has  never  occurred  with 
regard  to  any  editor  of  a work.  I will  not  say  what  may  have  been  the  motives 
that  have  prompted  the  appointment  or  occupation  of  other  individuals,  with 
whose  names  alone  I am  acquainted,  but  of  whose  occupations  and  labour 
I scarcely  can  say  that  I know  any  thing. 

1 593-  Without  imputing  motives,  is  not  it  a fact,  that  instead  of  the  work  being 
first  proposed,  and  the  editor  then  looked  out  for,  that  the  proposal  for  the  work 
and  the  editor  is  always  simultaneous? — I rather  think  that  such  is  not  a fair 
representation  of  the  case.  The  editor  of  the  work  has  certainly  been  named  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  always  at  the  same  time,  but  that  as  the  selection  of  the 
editor  has  been  left  to  Mr.  Cooper,  a previous  consideration  of  the  merits  of  the 
individual,  and  the  work  to  be  performed,  have  probably  been  performed  by  him, 
and  therefore  I cannot  say  that  that  has  occurred  which  the  question  supposes. 

*594’  Then,  do  you  mean  that  the  commission  has  so  little  to  do  with  the 
original  choice  of  the  work,  that  it  has  been  the  custom  for  the  secretary  first  to 
fix  upon  the  work,  then  look  out  for  an  editor,  and  then  propose  both  work  and 
editor  to  the  board  ? — I do  not  remember  any  case  in  which  the  board  or  any 
individual  commissioner  suggested  the  editor  of  the  work,  excepting  one ; when 
I proposed  a Calendar  of  the  Wills  in  the  Prerogative  Office,  1 then  mentioned 
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the  name  of  a gentleman,  whom  I had  reason  to  believe  would  be  found,  on  inves-  E.  Prothcroe,  jus. 
ligation,  competent  to  the  task ; but  I withdrew  my  proposal,  because  I would  Esq. 

not  be  accessary  to  increasing  ouY  expenditure  in  printing.  — 

1505.  Then  the  editors  are  selected  by  Mr.  Cooper  originally? — I know  of  no  11  Mar-  18361 
instance  of  any  editor  having  been  selected  by  the  board,  excepting  those  indi- 
viduals who  belonged  to  the  old  commission,  and  of  those  I rather  fancy  there 
are  none  remaining  but  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

1596.  When  you  remember  the  instance  of  Mr.  Devon,  do  you  consider  the 
secretary  to  be  a fit  person  to  select  the  editors? — I should  not  condemn  the 
judgment  of  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  for  one  injudicious  selection  ; at  the 
same  time,  my  former  answer  shows  that  I was  not  satisfied  with  the  apparent 
neglect  of  investigation  that  took  place  upon  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Devon. 

1597.  Do  you  consider  Mr.  Cooper  so  competent  to  select  editors,  that  you 
approve  the  discretion  allowed  him  by  the  board  at  present? — The  individuals 
whom  Mr.  Cooper  has  selected,  or  proposed  to  the  board,  have  been  most  fre- 
quently advantageously  known  to  the  commissioners  themselves,  and  I cannot 
say,  as  regards  the  actual  editor  employed  under  the  board,  that  Mr.  Cooper 
appears  to  me  to  have  shown  any  want  of  judgment.  I did  not  approve  (but  that 
relates  to  the  other  subject)  of  the  position  in  which  the  board  has  left  those 
persons  so  proposed  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  subsequently  engaged  by  Mr.  Cooper 
or  by  the  board,  under  his  entire  control,  and  so  dependent  upon  him,  as  they 
appear  to  be  by  the  decision  of  our  board  on  the  18th  of  December  1835. 

1598.  What  decision  is  that? — I refer  to  the  decision  of  the  board  in  the  cases 
of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole.  These  gentlemen  regarded  themselves  as  sub- 
commissioners, but  were  treated  as  clerks  by  the  secretary ; and  the  board  deter- 
mined them  to  be  clerks  of  the  secretary,  and  confirmed  their  dismissal,  as 
a matter  of  course,  involved  in  their  dependence  on  the  secretary,  and  the 
previous  suspension  of  their  works  was  also  confirmed  for  the  same  reasons. 

Although  I concurred  in  the  decision  of  the  board,  that  the  gentlemen  in  question 
had  not  been  appointed  sub-commissioners,  there  being  no  minute  which  could 
be  produced  of  their  being  so  appointed,  yet  I distinctly  protested  against  allow- 
ing any  editors  to  remain  clerks,  and  be  dependent  on  the  secretary. 

1599.  I*-  would  appear,  then,  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  originally  selected  the 
editors,  that  they  have  been  taken  by  the  board  upon  a very  implicit  confidence 
in  his  recommendation,  and  that  the  board  has  recognized  his  authority  in  dis- 
missing editors,  and  suspending  their  works,  without  any  previous  sanction  of  the 
board  r — I will  not  say  that  the  confidence  in  Mr.  Cooper  in  the  selection  of.  the 
editors  has  been  blameably  implicit,  but  the  board  has  certainly  sanctioned 
Mr.  Cooper’s  acts  in  dismissing  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole,  and  suspending  the 
works  committed,  in  Mr.  Cole’s  instance,  by  the  board  to  him,  and  the  majority 
of  the  gentlemen  engaged  under  the  commission  are  thus  left  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  Mr.  Cooper. 

1600.  Do  you  not  think  that  this  state  of  dependence  on  the  mercy  of  Mr. 

.Cooper  is  excessively  degrading  to  a literary  man,  and  extremely  injurious  to  the 
proper  service  of  the  board  ? — I do ; in  saying  that,  I do  not  mean  to  utter  any 
.thing  offensive  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  feelings  as  a gentleman,  but  I do  say,  that  in  my 
view  of  the  cases  of; Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole,  the  board  did  leave  those  gentlemen 
to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  the  caprice  and  ill-grounded  dissatisfaction  of  their 
secretary,  and  that  I should  deprecate  such  a position  with  respect  to  any  other 
individual  as  well  as  Mr.  Cooper. 

1601.  Are  not  the  other  editors,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  instance,  subjected  to 
precisely  the  same  dependence  upon  Mr.  Cooper’s  mercy,  which  you  consider  as 
degrading,  would  they  not  be  so  on  the  principles  recognized  in  that  decision? — 

^ es ; I believe,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  that  there  is  not  .a 
single  individual  engaged  as  an  editor  under  the  board,  not  even  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Hunter,  if  I understand  his  position  correctly,  who  is  not  dependent  more  or  less 
on  Mr.  Cooper.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  had  a particular  work  committed  to  him,  by  a 
regular  order  of  the  board,  and  in  that,  perhaps,  he  differs  from  the  position  of  Mr. 

Hardy ; but  he  is  not,  I believe,  a sub-commissioner,  and  therefore,  according  to 
the  decision  of  that  board,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  dependent 
upon  the  secretary.  I am  perfectly  certain  that  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  and 
other  gentlemen,  are  decidedly  dependent  upon  Mr.  Cooper,  and  quite  beyond  the 
piotection  of  the  board,  as  I understand  the  effect  of  the  decision  of  the  board  of 
the  1 8th  December.  We  first  inquired  whether  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole  were 
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, or  were  not  sub-commissioners,  and  having  found  that  there  was  no  appointment 
of  them  by  the  board  as  sub-commissioners,  we  did  not  enter  into  any  minute 
consideration  of  the  memorials  presented  by  those  gentlemen.  The  majority  0f 
the  commissioners  were  satisfied  that  their  employer,  Mr.  Cooper,  could  not  g0 
on  with  them  in  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  therefore  they  declined 
interfering  with  their  dismissal,  viewing  them  as  private  clerks  of  Mr.  Cooper 
I have  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Hunter ; it  is  therefore  necessary  that  I should 
explain  why  I am  not  satisfied  that  he,  to  a certain  extent,  is  not  dependent  upon 
the  secretary  ; he  is  undoubtedly  a sub-commissioner,  and  probably  no  work  com- 
mitted to  him  by  the  secretary  can  be  taken  out  of  his  hands  by  the  secretary  alone 
because  he  is  a sub-commissioner  ; but  inasmuch  as  he  was  appointed  a sub-corn- 
missioner  without  any  reference  to  any  particular  work  given  to  him,  and  as  the 
appointment  of  a sub-commissioner  does  not  entitle  any  man  to  be  constantly 
supplied  with  work,  and  therefore  receive  pay,  it  appears  to  me  that  a case  might 
arise  in  which  Mr.  Hunter  might  have  work,  and  consequently  emolument,  taken 
out  of  his  hands  by  the  act  of  the  secretary  alone,  and  that  the  board  would  find 
itself  obliged  to  confirm  such  an  act  on  the  part  of  the  secretary,  according  to 
the  precedent  established  by  its  late  decision.  This  observation,  however,  has 
only  occurred  to  me  at  the  present  moment,  while  giving  my  evidence ; I think 
however,  it  is  one  that  subsequent  consideration  would  not  induce  me  to  alter! 
The  point  I had  first  in  view  was,  that  Mr.  Hunter’s  emoluments  had  been  in- 
creased, I believe,  by  the  act  of  the  secretary  alone,  and  not  by  any  direct  order. 

1602.  What  was  that  act? — My  memory  does  not  serve  me  to  say,  whether 
when  Mr.  Hunter  was  appointed,  the  minute  of  the  board  contained  a reference  to 
his  salary  ; but  I always  understood  that  Mr.  Hunter’s  salary  was  to  be  300/.  a 
year,  since  that  time  it  has  been  augmented  100/.  Mr.  Cooper  mentioned  to  me,  in 
private  conversation,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  augment  Mr.  Hunter’s  salary, 
and  that  he  conceived  he  was  fully  entitled  to  it.  As  a person  who  estimates  as 
highly  as  any  man  can  do  Mr.  Hunter’s  abilities,  I did  not  doubt  that  such  an 
augmentation  was  perfectly  right,  and  did  not  oppose  Mr.  Cooper’s  intention. 

1603.  Do  you  think  that  the  augmentation  ought  to  be  made  or  withheld  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  secretary? — Indisputably  not,  and,  as  a friend  of  Mr.  Hunter 
whom  I had  in  some  degree  the  honour  of  introducing  to  the  acquaintance  of  the 
secretary,  I have  entertained  a friendly  solicitude  about  his  position  ; the  object, 
however,  of  my  present  observations  has  solely  reference  to  what  appears  to  me 
an  irregularity  in  the  management  of  our  affairs. 

1604.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  dependence  on  the  secretary,  caused  by  all 
these  irregularities,  which  you  yourself  describe  as  degrading  to  literary  men,  is  one 
that  would  deprive  the  board  of  the  services  of  any  man  of  high  station,  if  they 
were  fully  aware  of  it  ? — I am  quite  authorized  in  saying,  such  must  be  the  effects. 

• In  the  first  place,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  written  and  printed  his  opinion  that 
the  board  will  in  time  get  no  gentleman  to  edit  works  under  it,  if  they  were  made 
dependent  upon  the  secretary.  I know  also  it  is  the  cause  of  very  great  dissatis- 
faction to  the  five  gentlemen  I have  named,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  Mr.  Black, 
Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Cole,  and  I have  been  told  Mr.  Stevenson  ; at  all  events,  be  they 
satisfied  or  dissatisfied,  it  is  a position  in  which  I am  not  content  to  leave  them, 
either  with  reference  to  their  interests,  or  my  own  duties  and  rights  as  a com- 
missioner. 

1605.  You  say  that  the  board,  in  sanctioning  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Hardy  and 
Mr.  Cole,  did  not  enter  into  the  question  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  reasons  for  it  ? — I confess 
I think  too  much  reference  was  had  to  the  question,  whether  they  were  sub- 
commissioners or  clerks,  and  much  too  little  reference  to  the  contents  of  the  corre- 
spondence, and  the  real  ground  and  merits  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  dissatisfaction  with 
them. 

1606.  Were  they  suspended  on  account  of  misconduct  or  incapacity  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  under  the  commission,  or  from  some  private  cause  of  offence 
given  to  Mr.  Cooper?  Indisputably  they  were  not  dismissed  for  any  incom- 
petency in  discharge  of  the  works  committed  to  them  : as  well  as  I can  under- 
stand or  state  in  this  off-hand  manner,  the  grounds  of  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Hardy, 
they  appeared  to  originate  in  an  accumulation  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Cooper,  at  petty  occurrences  or  expressions.  The  original  point  of  dispute  was 
a claim,  on  Mr.  Hardy  s part,  for  remuneration  for  a preface,  and  some  illustrative 
matter  to  the  Patent  Rolls  : this,  it  appears,  Mr.  Cooper  was  not  prepared  to  give  him, 
and  it  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  forgotten  the  agreement  made  between  them : 

Mr.  Cooper 
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Mr.  Cooper  subsequently  admitted  the  agreement  when  it  was  recalled  to  him,  e .Protforoe  i.m, 
but  wished  the  settlement  of  the  claim  to  be  postponed;  the  reasons  which  Mr.  Esq.  ’J' 

Cooper  stated  for  that  postponement  appeared  unsatisfactory  to  Mr.  Hardy,  and  

he  wrote  him  rather  a taunting  letter,  from  which  I date  all  their  subsequent  n March  1836. 
disagreement : I must  say,  although  I have  so  characterized  the  letter,  and  think 
it  had  better  not  have  been  written,  that  in  my  view  of  the  transaction,  Mr. 

Hardy  was  entitled  to  have  written  the  secretary  of  the  commission  a very  severe 
remonstrance  upon  his  want  of  accuracy  and  business-like  habits,  in  not  having 
written  agreements,  and  in  wishing  to  postpone  the  fulfilment  of  an  agreement 
which  he  admitted.  I am  told  Mr.  Hardy’s  works  were  suspended  by  Mr. 

Cooper,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Hardy’s  refusal  to  give  up  some  transcripts  : this 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a fair  reason  for  so  strong  a step,  and  I confess  1 am 
not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  because,  in  consequence  of 
a trifling  dispute  between  the  secretary  and  Mr.  Hardy,  the  board  and  the  public 
were  deprived  of  one  of  its  best  editors.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Cole,  there  cer- 
tainly was  no  dissatisfaction  at  the  performance  of  his  work  as  an  arranger  of 
records ; but  the  calendar  of  the  Augmentation  Office  was  suspended,  either 
because  it  was  too  expensive,  or  not  'satisfactorily  made.  This  work  was  sus- 
pended without  the  authority  of  the  board  being  previously  obtained,  and  the 
propriety  of  Mr.  Cooper  suspending  that  work  has  never  been  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, but  seemed  to  be  considered  as  an  act  involved  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  right  to 
dismiss  Mr.  Cole  as  his  clerk.  Two  reasons  have  been  assigned  to  me  for  the 
suspension  of  this  work  ; but  I really  do  not  know  which  is  the  one  that  I am  to 
accept  as  a positive  reason  for  the  cessation  of  this  work : first,  it  has  been  stated 
to  me  that  the  work  was  suspended  because  Mr.  Cooper  disapproved  of  Mr.  Cole’s 
claims ; and  next,  because  the  work  had  been  proved  to  have  contained  errors 
Those  errors  were  stated  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Hunter.  In  this  transaction 
I complain,  and  complain  very  seriously,  that  the  solemn  order  of  the  board,  com- 
mitting the  work  to  a person  specifically  named  in  one  month  of  the  year  was 
suspended  in  another,  and  was  allowed  to  remain  suspended  for  a considerable 
time  without  any  attempt  to  get  a board,  and  that  no  definite  account  has  been 
given  to  the  board  of  the  reasons  for  this  suspension.  If  it  was  because  Mr.  Cole 
had  charged,  too  much,  then  I think  it  is  very  fair  to  say  that  there  was  a blame- 
able  omission  both  on  the  part  of  the  commission  and  the  secretary  in  not  coming 
to  a specific  agreement  with  Mr.  Cole  as  to  his  remuneration.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, from  Mr.  Cole’s  correspondence  with  Mr.  Cooper,  which  is  published,  that 
he  offered  to  admit  of  any  abatement  in  his  terms  which  the  secretary  might 
think  proper.  If  the  work  is  inaccurate,  I certainly  feel  placed  in  an  awkward 
and  unpleasant  situation,  since  the  papers  upon  which  Mr.  Cooper’s  unfavourable 
judgment  as  to  the  work  was  formed  appear,  from  all  inquiries  I have  made,  to  be 
the  very  specimens  that  were  submitted  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  board,  and  to  me 
lndmdually,  as  well  as  to  one  or  two  other  commissioners,  as  specimens  entitling 
Mr.  Cole  and  the  work  to  the  approbation  of  the  board.  & 

1607.  So  that  those  works  of  Mr.  Cole  were  stopped  on  account  of  a private 
matter  m dispute  between  him  and  the  secretary,  the  secretary  havino-  so  highly 
approved  of  them  as  to  show  them  to  the  board  as  specimens  of  his  work?— How 
jar  tms  work  may  have  been  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  private  dispute 
between  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Cole,  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the 
commission,  in  other  matters  I will  not  pretend  to  say  ; that  is  not  the  representa- 
tion however,  which  I consider  fair,  because  two  reasons  are  expressly  stated 
tor  the  suspension  of  this  work  of  Mr.  Cole:  what  I complain  of  is  this,  that  a 
work  authorized  by  the  board,  and  approved  of  by  the  board,  is  suspended  by  the 
sole  authority  of  the  secretary,  and,  as  far  as  1 can  understand  the  case,  con- 
demned on  the  evidence  of  the  very  same  specimens  which  were  produced,  as  an 
inducement  to  the  commission  to  order  the  work,  and  appoint  Mr.  Cole  to  be  the 
editor  : at  all  events,  if  my  impression  is  incorrect,  this  I think  is  certain,  that  the 
work  has  been  suspended  without  Mr.  Cole’s  statement,  and  the  reasons  for  the 
suspension  never  having  been  properly  discussed  at  the  board,  this  particular 
question  having  only  received  half  a dozen  words  of  notice. 

i 6°8  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Were  those  specimens  submitted 
to  the  board  m order  to  show  the  accuracy  with  which  the  work  had  been 
performed,  or  in  order  to  give  the  board  a general  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  work 
11c  i it  was  proposed  to  undertake  ? — Of  course ; I cannot  suppose  that  the  secre- 
tary would  be  so  censurably  careless  as  to  present  to  the  board  specimens  of  a 
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E.Prutheroe, jun.  calendar  which  he  thought  it  desirable  the  board  should  authorize  Mr.  Cole  to 
Esq.  undertake,  and  praise  them  so  highly  as  he  did,  without  having  tested  the  accuracy 

of  those  documents : specimens  they  might  be,  and  might  contain  inaccuracies,  but 

n March  1836.  indisputably  they  were  presented  as  worthy  the  notice  of  the  board ; and  if  they 
were  inaccurate,  instead  of  being  calculated  to  induce  the  board  to  publish  them, 
they  would  be  evidence  of  the  incompetency  of  the  party  recommended,  and  I 
conceive  that  the  secretary  was  most  censurable  in  presenting  such  documents  to 
the  board,  if  they  were  so  inaccurate  as  to  prove  afterwards  documents  upon  which 
the  work  ought  to  be  suspended. 

1609.  Did  you  understand  them  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  as  specimens  of 
the  general  plan  of  arrangement  upon  which  the  work  was  to  be  undertaken?-, 
I understood  them  to  be  the  first  pages  of  the  calendar  of  the  Augmentation  Office 
and  the  Exchequer  Records  as  they  were  to  stand  in  the  work  that  Mr.  Cooper  was 
to  propose  to  the  board ; that  Mr.  Cole  should  edit  not  simply  his  specimens,  but 
actually  as  the  first  pages  of  the  work ; of  course  they  might  possibly  require  some 
trifling  corrections,  such  as  the  most  experienced  editors  find  their  works  demand 
on  a last  revisal. 

1610.  Th e Chairman.]  Do  you  know  how  many  copies  had  been  printed  of 
this  specimen  ? — No,  I do  not. 

1611.  Is  it  usual  to  print  500  copies  of  specimens  ? — Certainly  not ; and  if  500 
copies  have  been  printed,  that  proves  them  to  be  what  I stated,  the  first  pages  of 
the  work  Mr.  Cole  was  to  edit. 

1612.  What  you  mean  is,  that  Mr.  Cooper  presented  these  to  the  commission 
as  the  first  pages  of  a work  editing  under  the  authority  of  the  commission? — Yes. 

1613.  Did  he  at  the  same  time  praise  their  execution,  and  say  that  the  work 
ought  to  be  continued  ? — Undoubtedly. 

1614.  The  Right  hon.  C.  IV.  Williams  WynnP\  Did  he  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  accuracy ; did  he  convey  any  opinion  after  examining  their  accu- 
racy ? — I do  not  remember  that  Mr.  Cooper  expressed  any  opinion  upon  their 
accuracy ; but  I beg  to  repeat,  that  Mr.  Cooper  would  have  been  most  censur- 
able if  he  had  presented  to  the  board  these  first  pages  of  the  calendar  of  the 
records  of  a particular  court,  and  recommend  them  to  be  adopted  by  ihe  board,  if  he 
had  not  previously  tested  their  accuracy  : I feel,  as  a commissioner,  that  there 
attaches  to  me  individually  no  small  degree  of  responsibility  for  concurring  in  the 
publication  of  a work  by  an  editor,  who  should  be  subsequently  proved  to  be  in- 
competent for  the  task  by  the  very  specimens  which  had  produced  my  approbation. 
However,  I have  no  grounds  for  supposing  that  these  pages  are  inaccurate. 

1615.  The  Chairman.]  Do  similar  inaccuracies  appear  in  subsequent  pages  of 
the  work  ? — My  idea  is,  that  Mr.  Cooper  never  saw  any  other  pages  than  those 
submitted  to  the  commissioners  at  the  board. 

1616.  If  he  grounded  the  suspension  of  the  work  upon  that  inaccuracy,  he  must 
have  discovered  that  inaccuracy  after  he  presented  them  to  the  board  as  satisfactory 
specimens  of  the  work  ?• — I do  not  believe  he  discovered  any  inaccuracies  himself; 
he  stated  it  to  me  on  the  word  of  another  person. 

1617.  If  he  did  discover  them,  it  must  have  been  subsequently  in  the  same 
sheets?— So  it  appears  to  me. 

1 61 8.  So  that  Mr.  Cooper  either  presented  specimens  of  a work,  and  printed  500 
copies  of  a very  inaccurate  work,  or  he  suspended  a work  that  was  not  inaccurate, 
and  that  deserved  the  commendations  he  originally  bestowed  upon  it  ? — That  is 
exactly  the  dilemma  I feel  we  are  placed  in  as  to  this  work. 

1619.  Did  not  the  disputes  between  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Cooper  turn  partly  on  the 
subject  of  the  remuneration  of  Mr.  Cole  for  editing  works  ? — They  turned  upon 
the  mode  of  his  remuneration. 

1620.  Did  not  the  disputes  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hardy  turn  upon  the 
same  subject? — Upon  the  mode  of  remuneration  in  Mr.  Cole’s  case,  and  in  the 
other  as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration  for  particular  articles. 

1621 . Mode  comes  to  amount? — Not  quite ; but  both  disputes  turned  upon  the 
point  of  their  being  or  not  being  sub-commissioners. 

1622.  Do  you  mean  that  Mr.  Cole  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  amount 
paid  to  him,  if  it  had  been  paid  to  him  in  a different  fashion  ? — No,  I do  not  think 
Mr.  Cole  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  amount. 

1623.  Had  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Cole  differed  as  to  the  amount  to  be 
paid? — Yes.  In  my  former  answers  I was  thinking  of  the  dissatisfaction  I believe 
Mr.  Cole  expressed  at  his  being  paid  oartly  by  salary,  and  partly  for  separate  work. 

1624- 
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1624-  Did  Mr.  Cooper  differ  with  any  other  editor  in  the  amount  of  the 

remuneration  that  he  was  to  have  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  representations  having  eZ°’’  J“”' 

been  brought  before  the  board  upon  the  subject.  v 6 4’ 

1625-  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  he  differed  from  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  i.  March  1836. 
upon  the  subject  of  the  nature  of  his  engagement  with  him  ? — I will  not  say 

whether  there  has  been  actually  any  dispute  with  him  about  the  nature  of  his 
engagement. 

1026.  Did  it  not  amount  to  a dispute  as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration  he  was 
to  receive  at  a given  time? — Yes. 

1627.  Have  not  all  those  disputes  arisen,  in  your  opinion,  in  a great  degree 
from  there  being  no  written  agreement  between  the  secretary  and  the  editors  s— 1 
Yes,  and  from  the  board  not  having  any  analysis  of  the  accounts  submitted  to 
them,  and  a synopsis  of  the  works. 

1628.  Have  you  ever  pressed  upon  the  board  the  necessity  of  havinc  written 
engagements  ? — I am  not  certain  that  I have  ; but  I sent  to  Mr.  Coope?  in  June 
1833  a document  which,  if  not  valuable  in  itself,  would  have  been  useful  as  a 
guide  in  drawing  up  a document  which  would  have  exhibited  the  names  of  all 
the  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  the  date  of  their  first  engagement  with 
the  hoard,  the  work  submitted  to  them,  the  date  of  the  order  of  the  board  for  that 
work,  and  the  progress  made  in  it  from  time  to  time. 

1 629.  The  Right  hon.  C.  JV . Williams  Wynn.]  Is  not  that  very  much  like  what 
is  laid  before  the  board  by  the  general  report? — I know  of  no  general  report. 

1630.  The  tabular  statement  r — I know  of  no  tabular  statement  or  o-eneral 

report.  [Mr.  Williams  Wynn  explained , that  he  referred  to  the  reports  of* former 
commissions.]  I do  not  doubt  that  to  the  former  board  such  information  was 
submitted,  and  although  that  information  was,  I think,  very  incomplete,  and' 
though  I find  much  to  condemn  in  the  former  commissions,  yet  I conceive 
certainly  in  a very  great  many  points  the  form  of  doing  business,  and  the 
information  submitted  to  the  old  board,  was  most  creditably  distinguished  from 
that  of  the  new  board;  but  my  paper  related  to  the  works  actually  in  progress  under 
this  commission,  and  it  was  written  with  a view  of  being  printed  in  the  Agenda  ■ 
but  Mr.  Cooper  suppressed  it,  stating,  that  although  compiled  from  the  minutes’ 
it  was  necessarily  imperfect ; hence  it  appeared  to  me  that  no  commissioner,  even 
although  he  had  perused  the  minutes  from  the  first  to  the  last  volume,  could  state 
with  accuracy  what  were  the  engagements  entered  into  under  the  board  with  the 
sub-commissioners  or  editors  ; and  I told  Mr.  Cooper  that  I thought  the  reason 
quite  insufficient,  and  that  if  there  were  any  errors  or  any  omissions,  they  might 
have  been  supplied  or  corrected  by  the  secretary,  and  the  document  might  have 
appeared.  ° 

1631.  The  Chairman.]  Then  it  . is  your  opinion  that  the  business  of  the  board 
has  been  done  in  a manner  less  regular  and  satisfactory  since  the  date  of  the 
present _ commission  ? — No,  I do  not  intend  that  such  an  inference  should  be 
drawn  from  any  thing  I have  said.  The  former  question  to  which  the  Honourable 
Uairman  alludes,  having  been  put  to  me  by  my  right  honourable  friend,  if  he 
will  allow  me  so  to  call  him,  who  was  a member  of  the  former  board,  I had 
great  satisfaction  in  alluding  to  certain  documents  to  which  he  appeared  also  to 
have  referred,  and  which  had  excited  my  approbation.  Amongst  those  documents 
to  which  I allude,  was  the  form  of  the  warrant  issued  from  the  board  to  the 
Ireasury  for  the  payment  of  monies  to  Mr.  Caley.  This  specified  the  services  for 
which  those  payments  were  made.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  in  all  respects  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  commission  are  inferior  to  those  of  the  former,  or  that 
they  are  not  in  some  respects  in  my  humble  judgment  better.  At  the  same  time, 
indisputably,  I cannot  approve  of  some  of  our  forms,  or  rather  absence  of  forms,  in 
transacting  our  business,  and  the  Agenda  and  my  evidence  bear  witness  to 
■ny  having  made  some  propositions,  which,  had  they  been  adopted,  would  have 
established  a regular  system,  different  from  that  persevered  in  by  our  secretary.. 

It!  n ' , Mr'  ,Richard  Bond  discharged  at. the  same  time  that  Mr.  Cole  and 
nJr-  Hardy  were  dismissed  ? — Yes. 

1633-  Did  he  present  a memorial  to  the  board  on  that  occasion  ?— Yes. 
fo/tl  4‘  Was  il  considered  by  the  board  ?— No  ; Mr.  William  Brougham  wished 

* ^onof  the  board  on  the  subject,  and  expressed  great  regret  at  the 
f S1, 10nf°,  .1S  individual ; but  it  was  at  the  conclusion  of  the  board,  and  in  the 

my  ot  business  in  breaking  up,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  Richard  Bond's 
“lemorial  appears  not  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  board. 

°‘d3'  ii  1635*  Who 
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1635.  Who  was  Mr.  William  Bond? — He  is  a young  gentleman,  a relation  of 
Mr.  Cole,  and  employed  by:him  in  making  extracts  for  the  calendars  of  the 
Augmentation  records  under  his  superintendence. 

1636.  Was  any  misconduct  alleged  as  a reason  for  his  dismissal?  I never 
heard  any  thing  imputed  to  him,  nor  did  I ever  hear  of  his  dismissal,  except 
through  his  own  memorial ; he  always  appeared  to  be  a highly  respectable  young 
man,  and  I believe  there  was  not  the  least  imputation  upon  him,  direct  or 
indirect ; his  dismissal,  it  appears,  was  considered  involved  in  the  dismissal  of  his 
relative,  Mr.  Henry  Cole. 

1637.  Before  a work  is  printed,  are  the  proposed  contents  of  the  work  submitted 
to  the  board,  or  has  the  board  either  an  opportunity  of  reading  the  work  in  manu- 
script, or  knowing  generally  what  its  contents  are  ? — 'They  have  no  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  manuscript  of  the  work,  nor  the  proof-sheets,  except  in  those  cases 
where  a specimen  of  the  work  to  be  proposed  for  the  approbation  of  the  board  has 
been  submitted  to  the  board  prior  to  or  on  the  day  on  which  the  appointment  of 
the  editor  is  made. 

1638.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn^  Does  it  not  occur  to  your  recollec- 
tion, that  a work,  as  far  as  printed,  has  been  laid  before  the  board  ? — I remember 
perfectly  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Petrie’s  work,  when  we  were  discussing  whether  it 
should  be  continued  by  him  or  by  any  one  else,  or  wholly  suspended,  that  the  secre- 
tary produced  copies  of  all  the  sheets  that  were  printed  for  the  inspection  of  the 
board ; but  I have  two  reasons  for  not  considering  that  this  is  an  instance  contradictory 
to  what  I stated  in  my  former  answer,  first,  that  this  work  is  not  properly  a Record 
Commission  publication,  but  a work  ordered  by  Parliament,  and  only  placed  under 
our  control,  and,  secondly,  that  the  work  so  produced,  was  not  submitted  to  us 
at  a particular  stage,  in  the  course  of  Mr.  Petrie’s  regular  proceeding,  but  was  sub- 
mitted to  us  for  a very  particular  discussion,  which  was  not  of  regular  occurrence; 
viz.  whether  the  work  should  not  be  stopped  altogether. 

1639.  The  Chairman.']  What  work  was  this?— The  Historians  of  Britain,  the 
Welsh  Laws  and-  the  Saxon  Laws;  specimens  of  all  these  were  submitted  to  the 
board  on  that  occasion.  They  were  then  all  parts  of  one  great  work,  which  was  sub- 
sequently divided  and  committed  to  three  different  persons,  Mr.  Petrie,  Mr.  Thorpe, 
and  Mr.  Owen. 

1640.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn?\  Do  you  not  recollect  upon  former 
occasions  specimens  were  also  laid  before  the  board  ? — -I  cannot  call  to  recollection 
any  instance  of  specimens  being  submitted  to  us  on  any  other  occasion  than  that 
I have  just  stated.  I will  not  say  that  specimens  may  not  have  been  submitted, 
and  that  the  fact  may  not  have  escaped  my  memory,  especially  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  who  is  also  a commissioner,  puts  me  the  question. 

1641.  The  Chairman^  As  the  series  of  Pipe  Rolls  is  now  publishing,  are  you 
able  to  say  whether  the  whole  series  is  complete  ? — The  whole  series  is  not  com- 
plete ; there  are  rolls  of  early  reigns  missing;  but  some  of  those  which  were  supposed 
to  be  lost,  have  been  recovered. 

1642.  When? — Within  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

1643.  Is  it  not  possible  that  some  others  may  be  discovered  ? — Certainly,  it  is 
possible.  I am  not  aware  what  probability  there  is  that  others  will  be  discovered ; 
it  depends  upon  the  state  of  order  or  confusion  in  which  those  records  are 
deposited. 

1 644.  Is  not  the  Pipe  Office  at  Somerset-house  in  a very  great  state  of  confusion, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  records  there  ? — I cannot  state  that ; I am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  Pipe  Office  to  answer  that  question. 

1645.  As  this  work  is  publishing  under  your  authority,  and  you  knew  the  series 
of  rolls  to  be  incomplete,  do  you  not  think  that  it  ought  to  have  been  ascertained 
whether  the  missing  documents  might  not  have  been  found  among  the  records  in 
the  office  r — In  the  first  place,  there  is  no  series  of  those  rolls  being  printed : Mr. 
Cooper  has  told  me  latterly  that  the  roll  printed  was  only  printed  as  a specimen, 
and  that  he  had  no  intention  of  printing  any  more;  but  supposing  that  he  had  adhered 
to  the  design,  which,  I believe,  is  stated  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament,  of  printing 
the  series  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  as  the  missing  documents  are  those  of  a period  which, 
in  all  probability,  would  not  have  been  comprised  in  the  first  volumes,  and  as 
there  is  very  good  reason  to  expect  that  those  documents  will  never  be  recovered, 
or  if  recovered,  found  before  the  editor  got  to  the  year  in  which  they  are  missing, 
I do  not  conceive,  as  far  as  I understand  the  case,  that  there  is  any  thing  injudicious 
or  unadvisable  in  beginning  now  to  publish  a series  of  the  Pipe  Rolls. 

1646.  What 
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1646.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  utility  of  the  Agenda? — I do  not  think  it 
a useful  work;  I think  it  has  been  an  injudicious  compilation. 

1647-  Do  you  think,  for  instance,  there  is  any  great  public  utility  in  printing 
Latin  letters,  addressed  to  “ C.  P.  Cooper,”  with  a great  many  superlatives  in  Latin 
prefixed  to  his  name;  do  you  think  those  are  documents  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
printed? — No,  indeed;  nor  is  it  at  ail  acceptable  to  me  to  see,  in  the  same  pub- 
lication, equally  grandiloquent  letters  in  praise  of  the  commission  and  the  com- 
missioners ; but  my  objection  to  the  publication  is  based  not  upon  the  inutility 
or  absurdity  of  such  Articles  as  those  are,  but  upon  the  nature  of  the  principal  part 
of  the  other  articles  forming  this  volume. 

1648.  Do  you  think,  for  instance,  that  these  Agenda  are  necessary  notices 
of  business,  for  the  information  of  the  commissioners? — No,  I do  not.  I think 
notices  of  business  had  better  have  been  kept  in  manuscript,  or  if  printed,  as  I 
stated  to  Mr.  Cooper,  printed  in  a small  type  upon  a single  piece  of  paper,  at  less 
expense,  but  something  like  the  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons ; and  if  there  were 
any  reports  made  to  the  board  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  I think  that  they 
should  have  been  put  together  in  the  shape  of  an  appendix ; but  ypon  a careful 
review  of  the  Agenda,  I do  not  see,  from  beginning  to  end,  four  documents  worth 
being  perpetuated.  Indisputably  there  are  some  very  valuable  remarks  upon  the 
works  of  the  old  commission,  and  suggestions  with  respect  to  the  publications  by 
the  board,  which  merit  the  attention  of  the  commissioners;  but  as  all,  or  almost 
all,  those  suggestions  would  be  carried  into  effect  if  judicious,  those  documents 
become  only  of  a temporary  interest;  and  as  for  selections  from  ancient  records,  I 
think  they  are  out  of  place  in  such  a work. 

1 649.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn .]  Do  you  not  conceive  that  it  is  useful, 
if  not  absolutely  necessary,  with  so  numerous  a commission  as  the  present,  that 
there  should  be  a previous  knowledge  communicated  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
business  to  be  brought  before  them  at  each  board  ? — I am  not  aware  that  any  pre- 
judicial effect  upon  the  transaction  of  our  affairs  has  resulted  from  the  substitution 
of  written  notices  for  the  printed  Agenda : I think  we  have  had  subsequent  to  the 
cessation  of  the  Agenda,  as  important  business  to  discuss,  as  we  had  when  the 
Agenda  were  printed.. 

1650.  I do  not  ask  the  question  as  with  reference  to  their  being  printed  or  written, 
but  of  there  being  Agenda  circulated,  and  no  question  being  brought  forward  at 
the  board  of  which  the  commissioners  have  not  previous  notice  ? — Indisputably. 

I perfectly  concur  in  the  remark  that  has  been  made  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  I have  myself  requested  Mr.  Cooper  to  have  notices  of  mine 
printed  in  November  1833,  that  they  might  be  brought  more  particularly  under 
the  notice  of  the  commissioners. 

1651.  Do  you  not  remember  that  the  Agenda  were  adopted  in  consequence  of 

motions  having  been  brought  forward  and  sanctioned  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  board,  which  members  would  have  objected  to,  if  they  had  been  presented  to 
their  attention  previously  ?— I certainly  think  that  all  means  should  be  taken  to 
secure  the  commissioners  having  a perfect  knowledge  of  the  business  that  is  to  be 
submitted  to  them  ; at  the  same  time,  the  Agenda  appears  to  me  to  be  expensive  in 
its  form  of  printing,  and  that  the  object  of  making  a book  has  been  too  much  kept 
ra  view.  r 

1652.  The  Chairman.']  Is  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  utility  in  printing  those 
large  masses  of  antiquarian  matter  which  are  in  the  Agenda  ?— No,  I have  already 
stated  that  those  do  not  appear  judiciously  in  this  publication;  I believe  some  of 
them  are  very  inaccurate,  and  if  such  articles  are  admitted,  it  will  be  a very  ex- 
pensive work  : those  reports  are  written  by  various  gentlemen,  some  of  them  clerks 
or  sub-commissioners,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cole,  who  expect,  whether  they 

, . receive  lfc  or  not>  some  remuneration  for  them.  Others  are  contributions  for 
which  direct  payment  has  been  made,  and  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  payment 
,e  5°  Hardy  and  other  gentlemen  for  forming  an  index,  and  passing'  the 
work  through  the  press.  1 5 

1 653.  . If  it  is  necessary  to  print  the  notices  for  the  convenience  of  a numerous 
commission,  is  it  not  particularly  necessary  that  those  notices  should  be  confined 
cm  un  16  sm  , est  convenient  space? — I think  they  may  be  confined  within  a very 

small  space  indeed.  3 

y,ou  know  any  thing  of  a volume  entitled  Miscellaneous  Records, 
from  the  records  in  the  Exchequer  ?— Yes.  - 
l655-  Was  it  compiled  by  Mr.  Cole? — Yes. 

°'33-  e 2 I&36.  Is 
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1656.  Is  it  proposed  to  append  this  as  a supplement  to  the  Agenda  r So  t have 

understood  from  Mr.  Cooper.  . 

1657.  Why  should  those  records  be  supposed  to  have  any  more  connexion  with 

the  Agenda  than  any  others  ?— They  have  no  earthly  connexion,  and  the  idea  of 
appending  them  as  a supplement  to  the  Agenda,  I have  always  repudiated  as 
perfectly  absurd.  It  is  fair,  however,  to  state,  that  the  question  does  not  accurately 
explain  Mr.  Cooper’s  intention.  I have  always  understood  that  Mr.  Cooper’s 
intention  was  to  form  something  like  a volume  of  proceedings,  or  the  acta  of  our 
board  to  which  this  was  to  be  appended  ; but  I have  most  strenuously  opposed. it, 
because  I do  not  believe,  if  our  acta  were  collected  together,  that  one  page  would, 
be  too  small  to  contain  .them.  If  we  have  discharged  our  duty,  our  acta  would 
better  appear  in  the  good  arrangement  of  the  record  offices,  and  the  volumes  pub, 
lished  by  the  commission.  rT  . . . ' 

1658.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn .]  Has  the  question  ot  printing  this, 
as  a supplement,  or  in  the  same  shape  as  the  Agenda,  ever  been  brought  before  the, 
board  ?— I believe  that  in  consequence  of  some  notices  of  mine,  which  have  never, 
regularly  been  discussed  at  the  board,  with  respect  to  the  work  in  question,  and  to! 
some  previous  inquiries  of  mine,  Mr.  Cooper  has  stated  to  the  board,  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  form  such  a work  as  I have  previously  mentioned,  the  acta  or 
proceedings  of  the  board,  and  I understand  that  when  he  directed  Mr.  Cole  to 
make  these  collections,  it  was  his  intention  that  they  should  be  appended  to  such  a 
work.  But  my  acquaintance  with  the  work  does  not  originate  in  any  order  of  the. 
board,  nor  from  the  work  having  been  submitted  either  in  manuscript  or  in  print  to 
the  board,  nor  from  any  communication  about  the  work  made  to  the  board,  but 
from  my  having  accidentally  seen  the  printed  volume  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
I observe  that  the  preface  which  I read  in  Mr.  Cole’s  copy,  does  not  appear  in  that 
which  is  delivered  in  to  the  Committee. 

16.59.  Flas  this  work  ever  been  recognized  by  the  board?— It  is  one  of  the 
works  which  have  never  been  brought  before  the  board ; I put  a notice  about  it 
twice  on  the  Agenda,  as  a matter  for  inquiry,  but  the  discussion  has  never  come 
on.  It  was  never  shown  to  the  board  at  any  time  ; certainly  it  was  printed,  and, 
in  its  present  form,  and  had  a preface  and  a title  page,  as  appears  in  the  copy  now 
on  the  table  of  the  committee-room,  belonging  to  Mr.  Cole,  and  was  in  its  present 
state  before  any  notice  was  taken  of  the  work. 

1660.  The  Chairman .]  Is  it  not  printed  in  a form  that  the  commission  had 
determined  not  to  adopt,  with  regard  to  their  other  works  generally  ?— The  volume 
is  printed  in  an  entirely  new  form,  in  a small  folio,  neither  according  with  the 
former  works,  the  large  folio,  nor  with  the  octavo  form  adopted  by  the  new  com- 
mission, and  the  shape  excited  my  surprise,  particularly  when  I saw  it  at  the 
Augmentation  Office. 

1661.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  much  historical  information  could  be  collected  from 
the  records  by  the  public,  if  free  access  was  given  to  them  ? — Indisputably. 

1662.  Have  the  public  such  access  at  the  present  time  that  you  deem  satis- 
factory ? — Indisputably  not ; there  are  all  kinds  of  barriers  to  a free  consultation 
of  the  records. 

1663.  Does  not  it  appear  rather  absurd  to  you,  that  while  the  record  commission 
is  going  on  publishing  records,  that  free  access  should  be  denied  to  the  public  to, 
the  same  records? — Yes ; I think  if  the  record  offices  were  judiciously  opened,  the 
labours  of  private  individuals  would  produce  a great  accession  of  information  to 
history,  topography,  and  genealogy. 

1664.  What  distinction  do  you  make  between  the  several  persons  employed 
under  the  board,  as  to  their  being  sub-commissioners  or  clerks? — There  is  a very 
great  confusion  existing  in  the  use  of  those  words ; they  have  been  used  with  very 
little  accuracy.  It  appears  by  the  decision  of  the  board  of  the  18th  of  December, 
that  there  are  at  present  under  the  employ  of  the  board  sub-commissioners  and 
clerks,  who  are  editors  as  well  as  clerks,  for  transcribing  and  copying,  and  common 
workmen. 

■ 1665.  Do  not  the  clerks  and  editors,  not  sub-commissioners,  do  the  work  that 
the  sub- commissioners  do? — Certainly;  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  our  record 
editors,  a gentleman  who  has  most  distinguished  himself  for  the  accuracy  and 
value  of  his  publications,  Mr.  Hardy,  is  decided  to  be  a clerk,  and  his  dismissal  by 
Mr.  Cooper  Was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

1666.  Do  you  think  the  board  is  legally  authorized,  according  to  your 
interpretation  of  the  words  of  the  commission,  in  committing  the  editorship  ot 

works, 
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works,  and  the  arrangement  of  records,  to  persons  who  are  not  sub-commissioners  > j Prothene  ' 
-^-No,  indeed  ; my  view  of  the  commission  is,  that  we  are  not  legally  entitled  to  ' Esq.  ’JUn 
commit  this  .work  to  any  other  persons  than  those  who  are  regularly  appointed  ■ ■ 

sub-commissioners.  n March  1836, 

1667.  It  is  stated  in  the  commission,  that  the  sub-commissioners  are  to  be 

appointed  and  discharged  by  a certain  number  of  commissioners,  I believe  three 
of  whom  one  must  be  a quorum  commissioner,  is  not  that  the  fact  ? Yes  it  is 

1668.  Then  does  not  the  employment  of  those  persons  called  clerks,  to  do  the 

work  which  by  the  commission  is  vested  in  sub-commissioners,  in  fact  put  the 
persons  who  do  the  work  that  ought  to  be  intrusted  to  sub-commissioners 
under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  secretary,  and  not  as  they  should  by  virtue 
of  the  commission,  be,  under  the  board? — Certainly.  ’ J 

i6(5p.  That  I think,  from  what  you  stated  before,  is  a change  of  which  you 
disapprove?— Most  highly,  both  as  relates  to  its  effect  on  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  editor,  and  the  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  themselves.  I conceive  that 
the  object  of  the  words  that  have  been  read  by  the  Chairman  is  to  secure,  as  far  as 
regards  the  public,  that  the  work  . shall  be  done  by  trust-worthy  persons,  who,  from 
their  position  as  well  as  their  character,  are  in  an  honourable  and  responsible 
situation  to  the  commission  ; and,  without  meaning  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the 
secretary,  1 think  that  the  object  of  those  words  was  to  secure  respectable  gentle- 
men, such  as  are  all  our  editors  with  whom  I have  the  pleasure  of  being 
acquainted  whether  called  sub-commissioners  or  clerks,  from  those  consequence? 
which  may  be  naturally  apprehended  from  a complete  dependence  on  the  secretary 
to  our  board.  I say  this  without  reference  to  Mr.  Cooper  individually.  I verily 
believe  that  the  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  clerks  to  the  situation  of 
editors,  even  supposing  that  it  was  consistent  with  the  words  of  the  commission, 
and  legally  right,  will  be  productive  of  the  most  prejudicial  consequences. 


■Lima,  14°  die  Martii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Sir  William  Molesworth. 

The  Right  lion.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn. 
Dr.  Bowring. 


Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


me.  CHARLES  BULLER  m the  chair. 


Henry  William  Vincent,  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

1^67°.  The  Chairman.]  YOU  hold  the  office  of  King’s  Remembrancer?— Yes, 

!&'•  ^re  you  keeper  of  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  ?— I am. 

of  b<ien  PU‘  int°  y°ur  P°ssessi™  » I^e  Act 

chequer  t^L^Tr*086  ?Tr1“  reC?rdS  of  ,certain  abolished  offices  in  the  Ex- 
cnequer,  the  Lo‘d  Treasurers  Remembrancer’s,  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  the  Clerk 

are*L  principal  “ °r  f°"r’  “ aI1  °f  which  there  are  some  reCOTds ; but  tLe 
!&  Hot®  y°.u  obtained  possession  of  all  those  offices?— Yes,  I have. 

1 ' j’ 1 " you  immediately  obtain  possession  of  them  ? — Of  the  offices  themselves 

r*  Soon  afto ‘>>a  Pa^g  °f  the  Act. 

October  1833 ” ld  ***  Act  Pass?~ The  Act  came  into  operation  the  10th  of 

Office77.  Wa!  ;he  Augmentation  Office  one  of  those  offices  ?— The  Augmentation 
Ofa  “ me^/™/ those  officestillsubsequently.  The  A^m“ 

‘kecountre  !nf„7ment  “““T*  tI,at ,aPPtoed  you  of  that  ? — I received  a letter  in 
o y,  informing  me,  that  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Caley  on  the  27th  of  March, 

K3  that 


H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq. 
14  March  1836. 
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JI.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.  that  office  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Record  Commissioners,  of  which  they 
■ “ “ retained  possession  ; and  on  the  4th  of  April  my  attention  was  called  to  that  cir- 
14  Marc  183O.  cumstance,  it  being  pointed  out  'to  me  by  a clerk  in  my  office,  who  called  my 
attention  to  it;  and  they  were  subsequently  transferred  to  my  custody  under  that 
Act,  as  representing  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe. 

1680.  Who  was  the  clerk  ? — A gentleman  of  the  name  of  Adlington. 

1681.  Did  Mr.  Adlington  at  the  same  time,  or  at  any  subsequent  period,  inform 
you  of  the  custody  of  those  records  being  claimed  by  the  commission  ? — Yes,  he 
did,  in  a letter  of  the  4th  of  April,  and  another  received  the  5th.  He  informed  me 
he  had  applied  to  the  secretary  of  the  commission  to  know  on  what  ground  he  had 
taken  possession  of  those  records  in  that  office. 

1682.  Was  any  ground  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  record  commission?-— In 
a second  letter  the  clerk  enclosed  to  me  a letter  or  note  from  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
secretary  of  the  commission,  returned  to  him  by  the  secretary,  in  which  he  stated 
that  whatever  had  been  done  in  that  office  arose  out  of  an  interview  with  Lord 
Grey. 

1683.  In  consequence  of  this  did  you  take  any  further  steps  ? — I wrote  on  that 
day  to  Lord  Grey’s  secretary  (thinking  the  phrase,  “ arising  out  of  an  interview  ” 
rather  ambiguous)  to  know  the  nature  of  the  arrangement,  and  concluding  with  a 
request  that  unless  the  whole  had  been  fixed  finally,  the  arrangement  might  be1 
suspended  till  my  return  to  town. 

1684.  Did  you  receive  any  answer  to  that  letter? — Yes,  I did,  by  return  of 
post.  I wrote  on  the  Saturday,  and  there  was  a Sunday  intervened,  that  made  one 
day  difference. 

1 685.  Did  it  appear  from  that,  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  had  any  sufficient  authority 
from  Lord  Grey  to  take  possession  of  those  records  in  the  name  of  the  commis- 
sion ? — The  answer  given  to  me  by  Lord  Grey’s  secretary  was,  that  Lord  Grey 
was  not  aware  of  having  Communicated  any  authority  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  that 
purpose ; and  that  Mr.  Rice  had  received,  as  a matter  of  factj  information  from 
Mr.  Cooper  that  they  had  fallen  into  the  custody  of  the  record  commissioners 
upon  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Caley’s  death. 

1686.  Have  you  got  that  reply  ? — Yes,  I have. 

1 687.  Have  you  any  objection  to  produce  it  ? — I do  not  apprehend  there  can  be 
any  objection.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a private  note. 

[The  Witness  produced  the  same,  which  was  read,  as  follows :] 

“ My  dear  Vincent,  “ Downing  Place,  7th  April  1834,  half-past  six. 

“ Lord  Grey  tells  me  he  has  no  recollection  of  having  given  any  authority  to  Mr.  Cooper 
to  take  possession  of  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office.  Mr.  Rice  saw  Mr.  Cooper 
last  week,  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a minute  to  carry  into  effect  Lord  Grey’s  directions 
for  the  appointment  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  to  succeed  Mr.  Caley  as  keeper  of  the  records  in 
the  Chapter  House,  and  confining  his  whole  emoluments,  including  salary,  fees,  and  remu- 
nerations from  the  Commissioners  of  Records,  to  i,oooZ.  per  annum.  In  this  interview, 
Mr.  Rice  informs  me,  Mr.  Cooper  observed  that  the  Augmentation  Office  records  had 
fallen  under  the  custody  of  the  Commissioners,  which  Mr.  R.  received  as  a piece  of 
information,  not  knowing  any  thing  to  the  contrary.  This,  T believe,  is  the  whole  that 
has  passed  with  respect  to  these  Records;  but  I would  recommend  you,  when  you  come 
to  town,  to  call  upon  Mr.  Rice,  who  says  he  will  be  very  happy  to  see  you  on  the  subject. 
If  you  cannot  settle  the  matter  with  him,  Lord  Grey  will  be  glad  to  have  some  conversation 
with  you  about  it.  « Yours  truly, 

“ S.  M.  Leake." 

1 688.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  did  you  proceed  to  take  possession 
of  the  office ; or  did  any  further  correspondence  pass  between  you  and  Mr.  Cooper 
upon  the  subject?— I wrote  to  Mr.  Cooper,  to  state  to  him,  that  I thought  the 
taking  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  Record  Commission  had  probably 
originated  in  a mistake ; and  I requested  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  had  been  done.  I pointed  out,  in,  I think,  a subsequent  communi- 
cation, the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  think  it  was  extremely  improper,  and, 
in  fact,  illegal. 

1689.  How  long  did  that  correspondence  continue?— I think,  with  some  inter- 
mission, until  the  1 2th  of  April;  I think  that  is  the  date  of  the  last  letter  speci- 
fically upon  the  subject. 

1690.  There  is  a letter  of  Mr.  Coopers,  dated  the  11th  of  April,  to  you,  the 
substance  of  which  is,  that  the  Augmentation  Office  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  and  that  the  truth  is,  that  it  was  a casus  omissus:  what  followed  upon  that; 

did 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  i35 

did  you  obtain  possession  of  the  office,  or  did  it  remain  in  the  Commissioners  ? 

It  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Commissioners. 

1691.  Was  a keeper  appointed  ? — I have  no  knowledge  of  what  took  place 
while  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners ; I considered  it  entirely  beyond 
the  province  of  my  custody,  and  I am  not  at  all  aware  what  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  Commission,  except  that,  on  one  occasion,  I applied  to  see  Mr  Gay 
Mr.  Caley’s  late  clerk  there,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  footing  it  was  left 
upon,  and  his  own  opinion  upon  the  subject ; and  I received  an  answer  that 
having  applied  for  permission  to  the  secretary  of  the  Record  Commission  to  attend 
me,  he  was  refused;  and  I considered  from  that  time  I had  no  control  over  the 
office,  and  ceased  to  inquire  into  it. 

1 692.  Did  the  office  come  into  your  possession  subsequently  Yes 

1693.  Under  what  circumstances?-!  forget  at  this  moment  how  the  case  was 

re-opened  upon  the  subject  of  the  Augmentation  Office ; but  I had,  in  an  earlier 
stage  of  the  proceedings  made  a report  to  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a reference 
they  had  made  to  me,  of  a letter  of  Mr.  Cooper  to  their  Lordships ; I reported  the 
circumstances  attending  the  taking  possession  of  it,  and  the  view  I took  of  it  and 
this  report,  and  the  papers  connected  with  it,  were  ultimately  referred  for  the 
Treasury  to  the 'Chief  Baron,  who  reported  upon  it,  and  in  conjunction  with 
whose  opinion  the  Treasury  finally  put  me  in  possession  of  it,  as  the  legal  castes 
of  the  office,  and  the  records  belonging  to  it.  ° 

sab^uiiTinkno^6  y°“  ^ disputes  with  the  Commission  upon  tlle 

i6gs.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Treasury  wrote  to  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
mission,  informing  him  that  the  Commissioners  must  not  interfere  with  the 
Records  in  that  office  ?— I think  I have  no  official  knowledge  of  that  letter  and 
I do  not  remember  its  having  been  brought  in  that  shape  under  my  observation 
1696.  Have  you  any  thing  further  to  state  about  the  disputes  that  took  place 
between  you  and  the  Commission  on  the  subject  of  the  custody  of  this  office  ?_  ■ 

I have  nothing  further  to  state  as  a general  outline  of  what  took  place ; on  the 
filhngnp  of  the  correspondence  I felt  myself  involved  in  a certain  difficulty,  by 
the  mode  of  its  being  conducted,  which  can  only  be  appreciated  by  a reference  to 
thecoirespondence  itself;  but,  as  regards  the  general  outline  of  the  facts,  I do 
not  know  that  I have  much  to  state  that  will  enable  the  Committee  to  form  any 
judgment  upon  the  subject.  y 

1697  With  regard  to  the  other  offices  in  your  custody,  has  the  Commission 
interfered  at  all  with  them  ; the  Pipe  Office  for  instance  -No  improper  inter 
ference,  that  I am  aware  of.  F 1 er 

Has  the  Commission  interfered  in  discharging  its  duties  of  arranging-  and 
transcribing,  or  otherwise  dealing  with  the  records,  for  the  purposes  stated  in 
he  Commission?—1 There  has  been  some  correspondence  upon  the  subject  with 
he  secretary  of  the  Commission;  I believe,  before  the  records  came  into  my 

nZ  those  6 “d  b7*  m “^pcndence  with  some  of  the  persons  employed 
npon  those  records  during  which  certain  transcripts  and  copies,  and  such  ser 

Snw?nt  ed  W“h  ‘he  ree0rds  had  taken  Place’  and  subsequently  to  their 
ofZe  servicZP0SSeSS10n’  S0“e  COn'esPondence  place  as  to  the  continuance 

1699-  What  was  the  result  of  that  correspondence  ?— There  was  a difficult 

remuneration6  °f  ‘he  C,omf ‘SS‘0n’  aS  t0  the  mode  of  conducting  and 

Sn  th?  V f°,r  lha‘  SCTVICe’  lvl”oh  lnduced  me  t0  aPP'f  to  the  Chief  Baron 
Cte  htf  fw  having’  written,  I think  on  the  6th  of  March,  to  the  secretary, 
.at  I very  desirous  of  entering  into  any  arrangement  which  the 
^sary  fbr  the  fulther“ce  °f  thei”  objects,  and  suo-- 
itZh  ™1° lflm»  °f*plan  by  which  it  might  be  done ; I think  on  the  5th  of 
ma“e  for  th  que“  ly  S<T  dlspute  arose  as  t0  the  remuneration  to  be 

Zt  Chief  nelV1Ce>  and  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  conducted,  1 applied 
l" “Vet.  who  sanctioned  the  rate  of  remuneration ; 

service  Z ‘ ? T*  he  V'eWS  °'  tIle  sectotary  of  the  Commission,  and  the 

service  was  suspended  in  consequence. 

tio«m°adynhvaL0?i!eCtiT  Tel'e,made  t0  the  reede?  There  were  no  specific  objec- 
ts princfofo  hC  mo?e’,but  ,lavrag  m my  teter  of  the  5th  of  March  pointed  out 
Pressed  mv w qv  P°n  whlch  “ was  neeessary  to  be  conducted  ; and  having  ex- 
ZmufficLZ  fSTh  enter  into  the  arrangements  necessary,  I received  no 
0 .33  1 ' the  secretary,  except  such  as  implied,  that  tlle  business  was 

R 4 stopping 
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stopping  for  want  of  an  arrangement- by  me,  which  I did  not  consider  at  all  the 
case.  I communicated  with  the  Chief  Baron  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, with  a view  to  have  it  put  upon  another  footing,  that  something  might  be 
done  to  obviate  the  misunderstanding ; the  difference  was  between  Ad.  and  6 d. 
a folio  as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration,  the  latter  amount  having  been  settled 
by  the  Chief  Baron  as  a medium  rate  of  remuneration,  far  less  than  had  been 
taken  by  the  officers  conducting  the  service  on  former  occasions,  and,  as  I Was 
informed,  very  much  below  what  the  commission  had  paid  on  other  occasions,  and 
in  fact,  lower  than  the  amount  which  had  been  complained  of  by  those  employed 
by  them,  but  that  was  matter  of  verbal  information. 

1701.  In  consequence  of  those  disputes,  the  work  of  transcription  at  the  Pipe 
Office  was  stopped  ? — It  was. 

1 702.  In  what  condition  are  the  records  in  that  office  ? — For  the  most  part  very 
good. 

1703.  Are  they  well  arranged? — Yes,  the  major  part  of  them  by  far  are  well 
arranged;  I should  say,  from  a cursory  view  in  going  through  the  repositories 
and  the  reports  made  to  me,  I believe  that  the  majority  of  them  are  decidedly 
fairly  arranged. 

1 704.  Are  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Records  in  your  custody?^ 
YeS*  they  are. 

1705.  In  what  state  are  they? — They  appear  in  going  through  them,  the  majo- 
rity of  them,  to  be  in  a state  of  perfect  arrangement  and  security. 

1 706.  But  in  both  those  offices  there  is  a considerable  mass  of  records  not  yet 
arranged  ? — There  probably  is,  but  far  less  than  the  mass  of  records  in  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  office. 

1 707.  Do  you  consider  it  your  duty,  as  keeper,  to  undertake  the  work  of  ar- 
ranging those  records? — No,  I do  not;  I consider  the  duty  of  every  keeper  of  records 
is,  to  see  that  they  are  in  a proper  state,  and  that  he  is  virtually  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  his  officers,  and  every  thing  under  his  legal  care  ;,  but  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  enormous  expense  to  arrange  the  mass  of  miscellaneous  records  which, 
through  a long  series  of  negligence,  have  got  into  the  state  in  which  some  of  them 
are ; and  I do  not  consider  myself  called  upon  without  the  directions  of  the  court 
or  some  further  authority,  to  take  steps  for  so  large  a proceeding.  I have  since 
my  appointment  in  1823,  beginning  in  1824,  written  reports  upon  the  subject  to 
the  Treasury,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Government  very 
constantly  to  the  subject.  I have  taken  very  great  pains  upon  the  subject  of  the 
arrangement  of  these  records,  and  where  I had  opportunity,  have  done  it  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 

1 708.  But  you  think  the  work  of  making  an  arrangement  of  all  these  records 
is  beyond  your  means  or  your  time? — I think  it  impossible  for  any  one  person  to 
undertake  the  arrangement  of  all  these  records,  though  it  is  competent  to  the  bead, 
of  the  office  to  incur  the  expense,  and  employ  the  labour  to  put  it  into  an  efficient 
arrangement. 

1709.  Have  you  any  such  authority? — I should  not  consider  I had,  without 
the  warrant  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  order  of  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  court: 
under  that  sanction  I have  done  a great  deal  as  to  the  arrangement  and  security 
of  the  records,  both  long  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  present  com- 
mission. 

1710.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  commission  was  appointed  especially  to 
take  this  work  of  arrangement  out  of  your  hands  in  such  cases  as  you  have  been 
mentioning,  where,  owing  to  previous  neglect,  the  records  were  in  a great  state 
of  confusion  ? — I always  looked  upon  it  in  that  light. 

1711.  You  would  not  have  thrown  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  commission 
doing  its  duty? — Very  far  from  it.  I had  the  greatest  desire,  and  always  so  ex- 
pressed it,  to  meet  the  views  of  the  commission,  of  which  I have  evidence  extend- 
ing over  along  period  of  time  in  the  correspondence  that  took  place,  and  in  the 
very  great  promptitude  upon  which  I always  attended  to  any  representation  in  a 
shape  that  I could  attend  to. 

1712.  Do  you  think  that  the  commission  has  carried  the  work  of  arranging 
the  records  in  your  custody  as  far  as  they  might? — I am  not  instructed  upon  the 
extent  of  the  labours  of  the  commission,  but  I believe  they  have  done  a great 
deal,  and,  from  what  I have  heard,  they  have  done  it  exceedingly  well  and  usefully 
to  the  public;  those  parts  of  the  result  I have  seen  so  far,  as  I am  a very  inade- 
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quate  judge,  appeared  to  me  to  be  well  done,  and  exhibit  a great  deal  of  labour  H.  W.  Vincent, E«q 

usefully  bestowed.  

j 713. . You  are  now  alluding  to  the  Exchequer  Records  which  are  properly  in  H March  1836. 
your  custody  as  Remembrancer? — Yes,  and  I believe  also  the  records  in  the 
Augmentation  Office.  I believe  they  have  shared  the  time  and  labour  that  the 
commission  had  bestowed. 

1714.  But  the  commission  has  done  little  towards  arranging  the  records  in  the 
pipe  and  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  ?— I am  not  aware  that  they 
have  done  much  in  either  of  those  offices,  but  I am  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  what 
they  have  done ; the  only  correspondence  as  to  those  records  I have  had  with 
the  secretary  of  the  commission,  has  been  on  the  subject  of  the  transcript 
of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  which  was  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  I have 

mentioned. 

1715.  The  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  tlje  Exchequer  have  long 
been  in  a very  bad  state  ? — A great  part  of  them  have ; perhaps  you  ought  to 
say  only  one  part  properly  so  called  ; they  have  been  frequently  alluded  to,  and 
spoken  of  as  if  they  were  all  in  that  state,  which  I conceive  an  unfair  repre- 
sentation of  the  case  : a large  portion  of  them  appears  to  have  been  in  an 
arranged  and  available  state,  and  constantly  resorted  to  for  legal  purposes. 

1716.  Where  is  that  portion  kept?— It  is  now  in  the  Carlton  Ride,  sub- 
sequently  to  the  last  removal. 

1717.  Is  not  that  portion  that  you  describe  well  arranged,  kept  in  sacks  ? No, 

certainly  not ; it  is  kept  in  open  racks ; each  roll  of  parchment  separate,  and 
labelled,  and  indexed  with  very  great  care  and  uniformity  ; and  accessible  for  any 
person  wanting  it  for  legal  or  literary  purposes.  I believe  that  class  is  not  likely 
to  throw  any  light  upon  literary  purposes,  but  they  have  been  constantly  re- 
sorted to  for  legal  purposes,  and  they  could  not  be  said  to  be  unarranged 
entirely,  when  contained  in  their  worst  receptacle,  what  was  called  the  Ark  in 
Westminster  Hall ; they  were  always  available  there,  and  dusted  and  arranged 
as  far  as  the  accommodation  would  allow.  Upon  their  removal  after  a long 
correspondence  between  the  Treasury  and  me,  very  great  care  was  taken,  and 
expense  incurred  by  a very  careful  arrangement.  The  records  of  which  I speak 
have  never  been  out  of  order  since  ; they  have  been  watched  over  with  very  great 
care.  There  is  another,  but  as  far  as  the  space  they  occupy,  an  inferior  part 
.called  Miscellaneous,  in  a very  neglected  condition  ; and  to  this  part  the  labours 
of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  usefully  directed.  With  regard  to  the 
rest,  I conceive  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  aid  from  the  labours  of  the  com- 
mission. 

1718.  Then  do  you  mean  that  the  commission  has  thrown  away  its  time  in 
arranging  the  miscellaneous  records  ?— No;  I do  not  mean  to  say  that.  I am 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  miscellaneous  records  they  have  arranged  have  been 
very  advantageous  to  the  public  ; and  have  in  many  instances  thrown  light  upon 
subjects  which  needed  it.  I only  meant  to  say,  that  I think  from  some  things 
that  have  been  both  said  and  published,  an  unjust  opinion  has  gone  abroad  with 
respect  to  the  Exchequer  records  generally,  and  those  that  have  the  custody  of 
them,  from  observations  that  apply  only  to  a very  partial  quantity  of  them 
haymg  been  applied  or  implied  as  belonging  to  the  greater  part  of  the  records’ 
which  is  decidedly  not  the  case. 

1719.  In  page  71  of  the  Agenda  you  make  a proposal  for  assigning  the 
guardianship  of  the  records  of  this  branch  in  the  Exchequer  to  one  official  head 
who  should  possess  unlimited  power  over  all  subordinate  officers ; was  any  thing 
done  m consequence  of  that  proposal  ?— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

1720.  How  many  different  persons  are  now  intrusted  with  access  to  the  custody 

, those  records  r — The  only  legal  custos  properly  speaking  is  myself;  but  that 
egal  though  I have  said  I consider  it  as  involving  all  the  legal 

responsibility  attaching  to  it,  is  nevertheless  a difficult  matter  to  arrange  and 
Keep  straight ; because  there  is  the  necessary  access  of  all  the  clerks  in  court, 

the  Exchequer,  to  those  records;  they  are  persons  with  certain  vested  rights, 
practising  necessarily  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  whose  business  requires  that 
^ S ti*?  .e  access>  the  power  of  search,  and  copying  those  records;  con- 
quen  y there  is  no  possibility  of  any  head  of  the  office  preventing  their  having 
w'tl  -aC^ess‘  * have  endeavoured,  and  I conclude  others  have,  to  restrain  it 
1 nn  due  and  proper  bounds,  and  in  the  case  of  removal  of  records  to  improper 
paces,  and  various  other  transactions  of  that  kind  that  have  occasionally 
s occurred, 
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11.  IV.  Vincent,  Esq.  occurred,  I have  endeavoured  to  restrain  such  practices,  and  have  reason  to 

— believe  that  nothing  of  the  kind  does  now  occur  or  has  occurred  for  a length  of 

14  March  1836.  time;  whenever  it  has  been  brought  under  my  own  observation,  let  it  be  by 
whom  it  will,  1 have  immediately  stopped  it  and  prevented  it ; but  I mention  this 
to  show  where  the  custody  is  partaken  by  so  large  a number  of  persons,  it  must  be 
to  a certain  decree  nominal,  though  the  legal  custody  is  resident  in  the  head  of 
the  office. 

1721.  How  many  persons  are  there  that  have  this  access? — The  number  of 
sworn  clerks  in  my  office  is  eight,  and  they  have  each  the  power  of  articling  to 
himself  three  side-clerks,  which  would  make  32  ; and  there  is  a bagbearer,  who  is 
partly  their  servant  and  partly  mine ; who  is  in  fact  the  man  that  keeps  the  key, 
and  attends  those  officers  on  the  occasion  of  searches ; consequently,  I should  say 
that  33  were  about  the  number  of  persons  who  have  the  power  of  unlimited 
access  to  these  records,  and  who  necessarily  have  it  from  their  line  of  business. 
I am  not  aware  that  I omit  any. 

1722.  Do  any  evils  result  from  this  large  number  ? — I have  always  been  in  the 
habit  of  looking  upon  it,  that  the  unlimited  access  of  such  a number  of  persons 
not  specifically  under  the  control  of  the  head  of  the  office,  through  whom, 
however,  they  hold  their  appointment  under  their  oaths,  must  have  led  to  a great 
deal  of  abuse,  unless  systematically  looked  after  by  the  head  of  the  office,  and  the 
correspondence  I have  been  engaged  in  has  led  me  to  know  how  extremely  nice 
and  careful  a man  must  be  to  prevent  such  abuses  taking  place ; and  I have  there- 
fore reason  to  believe,  that  it  has  led  to  inconvenience  and  difficulty ; whether  of 
the  extensive  nature  sometimes  assigned  to  it,  I entertain  some  doubt ; but,  that 
it  is  clear  some  records  have  been  missing,  and  others  have  been  seen  in  the 
repositories  of  booksellers  and  individuals,  which  there  was  great  suspicion  to  look 
upon,  though  there  was  an  impossibility  of  identifying  them  as  belonging  to  the 
Exchequer;  and  there  is  a suspicion  it  has  led  to  improper  practices. 

1723.  It  is  stated  in  a letter  of  Mr.  Robert  Thomson’s,  December  17th,  1832, 
that  an  application  was  made  to  you  to  stop  the  sale  of  certain  records,  at  the  sale 
of  the  effects  of  the  late  Mr.  Craven  Ord? — That,  I believe,  is  a mistake. 

1724.  The  letter  goes  on  to  say,  that  he  found  a disinclination  on  your  part 
to  interfere? — That,  1 think,  is  a mistake  from  beginning  to  end.  I do  not  think 
such  an  application  was  made  to  me  ; and  I am  quite  sure  if  it  was,  there  was  no 
expression  of  disinclination,  except,  if  on  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances,  I 
found  it  was  impossible  to  identify  them  as  Exchequer  Records ; but  I believe  no 
such  representation  was  made  to  me,  certainly  none  in  writing;  and  it  must  have 
been  in  the  loosest  verbal  manner,  if  at  all.  I am  rather  inclined  to  think  it  was 
not  brought  under  my  notice  at  all. 

1725.  Were  Messrs.  Vanderzee,  Adlington  and  Thomson  employed  in  arrang- 
ing the  records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  ?— I was  not  aware  that 
Mr.  Thomson  was ; Mr.  Vanderzee  and  Mr.  Adlington  were  employed  specifically 
by  and  under  the  authority  of  the  Treasury  fora  specific  remuneration,  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  to  the  King’s  Mews.  I never  issued  any  orders  to  Mr.  Thomson 
upon  the  subject. 

1726.  Those  three  gentlemen,  being  side-clerks,  had  of  course  access  to  the 
documents  in  the  manner  you  describe? — Yes,  one  of  them  was  a sworn  clerk, 
and  the  other  aside-clerk.  Mr.  Vanderzee  was  a sworn  clerk  of  very  long  standing, 
and  had  been  employed  in  the  previous  removals,  and  was  supposed  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  records;  that  was  my  reason  for  fixing  upon  him. 

1727.  If  Mr.  Cooper  has  stated  that  Mr.  Thomson,  as  well  as  Mr.  Vanderzee 
and  Mr.  Adlington  had  your  sanction,  expressed  or  implied,  he  is  under  a mistake 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Thomson  ? — Under  a complete  mistake.  I do  not  remember 
Mr.  Thomson’s  name  ever  being  brought  into  the  transaction. 

1728.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  Exchequer  Records  were  removed  to 
Boswell  Court  by  order  of  the  commissioners  ? — I was  not  informed  of  any  posi- 
tive removal  having  taken  place,  but  only  of  an  intention  to  that  effect. 

1729.  If  it  was  so  done,  was  it  with  your  sanction? — No,  certainly  not ; if 
they  were  so  moved  prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  authority  from  the  Treasury  for 
giving  up  the  whole  mass  of  miscellaneous  records. 

1730.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  of  those  gentlemen  removed  the  records 
to  Boswell  Court  before  that  order? — I was  not  made  aware  of  it;  I was  informed 
by  the  bagbearer  that  there  was  an  intention  of  removing  a large  mass  of  records 
from  the  King’s  Mews  to  some  other  repository,  I do  not  know  where,  for  the 

purposes 
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purposes  of  the  commission,  which  was  the  original  cause  of  my  interference  on 
that  part  of  the  subject ; and  I issued  directions  to  the  bagbearer . as  the  officer 
I have  alluded  to,  not  to  suffer  any  records  to  be  so  moved  until  he  heard  further 
from  me  upon  the  authority  upon  which  it  was  so  done ; and  I believe  from  my 
confidence  in  him  no  removal  did  take  place  subsequently  to  that  period,  until  the 
Treasury,  in  conjunction  with  the  Chief  Baron,  had  authorized  the  surrender  of 
all  that  mass  of  records  to  the  commission  for  the  objects  of  the  commissioners, 
which  was  a thing  I recommended  them  to  do  in  the  report  I wrote  upon  the 
subject. 

1731.  Had  you  any  disputes  with  the  commission  about  the  Exchequer  Re- 
cords ?— Nothing  that  I could  term  a dispute  upon  the  subject  of  the  office, 
because  it  did  not  appear  to  be  within  our  province  to  discuss  it ; upon  that  occa- 
sion there  were  one  or  two  observations  made  upon  the  office,  which  I conceived 
to  be  personal  to  myself,  which  I thought  of  no  importance ; it  could  hardly 
amount  to  a dispute  that  ought  to  be.  mentioned  in  alluding  to  the  subject  at  all. 

1732.  Was  there  any  difference  between  you  and  the  commission  with  respect 
to  the  authority  of  the  commission  to  interfere,  or  your  authority  as  keeper  of  the 
records  1 — I believe  none  in  the  world. 

t733-  In  general,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  interference  of  the  commission 
with  records  in  your  custody,  has  it  been  judicious  or  otherwise? — I have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  objects  of  the  interference,  and  perhaps  even  the  result 
of  it,  have  been  either  injudicious  or  improper.  I do  not  presume  to  offer  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject ; with  regard  to  the  mode  of  its  interference,  of  course, 
after  the  evidence  I have  given  in  regard  to  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  the 
nature  of  the  correspondence  I have  held,  I must  have  received  a very  unfavourable 
impression. 

1734.  Have  you  had  reason  to  complain  in  your  dealings  with  the  commis- 
sion, of  a want  of  explicitness  ? — I consider  that  the  correspondence  which  I have 
been  favoured  with  by  the  commission  is  any  thing  but  explicit.  The  first  inter- 
course that  deserves  any  observation  of  that  kind  arose  from  its  being  brought  under 
my  notice,  that  a subordinate  officer  in  my  own  department  was  in  the  habit  of  com- 
munication with  the  secretary  of  the  commission,  I think  this  must  have  been 
very  soon  after  their  appointment,  I should  think  in  1832  or  1833,  probably  with- 
out any  communication  with  me  as  the  principal ; and  that  a variety  of  injurious 
statements  were  made,  and  reports  circulated  in  consequence  of  facts  in  that 
communication,  of  which  I had  not  a fair  opportunity  of  judging.  Upon  this  being 
brought  generally  under  my  consideration,  I saw  the  secretary  of  the  commission 
upon  the  subject,  and  I found  in  him  upon  that  a disposition  to  communicate,  as 
no  doubt  ought  alvvays  to  be  done  with  the  principal  in  the  office,  instead  of  the 
subordinate  officers  in  the  department. 

1735.  Who  was  that  subordinate  officer  ?— Mr.  Thomson  was  the  gentleman 
to  whom  reference  was  particularly  made  upon  the  subject. 

1736.  Was  Mr.  Thomson  employed  by  the  commission? — I do  not  know; 
lam  not  aware  of  the  nature  of  their  communication;  it  was  the  principle  of  the 
communication  itself  I objected  to. 

1737-  Do  you  think  it  proper  that  a subordinate  officer,  or  even  a chief  officer  in 
a record  office,  should  be  employed  by  the  commission  as  well  as  by  the  authority 
by  which  he  is  placed  in  the  office  ? — I should  say  decidedly  not,  upon  a general 
official  principle,  applying  to  any  office  whatever. 

1 738.  In  your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Cooper  in  a letter  of  the  9th  of  April, 
you  dwell  much  upon  the  extreme  importance  of  doing  every  thing  openly  and 
officially,  and  putting  all  transactions  upon  paper;  have  you  had  reason  to  complain 
that  the  commission  did  not  transact  its  business  in  an  official  manner,  and  with 
sufficient  precision?— You  will  observe  that  that  letter  was  written  under  the  im- 
mediate impression  of  having  been  referred  for  the  authority,  on  which  a given 
transaction  took  place,  to  a source  which  disclaimed  having  given  it ; and  knowing 
that  the  reports  and  correspondence  were  likely  to  be  printed  in  sources  to  which 
I had  no  access  to  ascertain  their  correctness,  I thought  it  extremely  necessary, 
looking  at  the  commencement  of  the  transaction  concerning  the  Augmentation 
Uffice,  that  every  thing  should  appear  to  emanate  directly  from  the  board,  and  as 
mU^  k n ^ explicit  shape  as  possible;  the  tone  of  that  letter  origin- 

ated both  in  that  desire  very  necessarily  felt  on  my  part,  and  also  the  very  peculiar 
circumstances  under  which  I addressed  the  communication. 

1739-  Have  you  found  in  your  dealings  with  the  board,  through  the  secretary, 

°-33-  s :?  ' that 
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that  it  was  difficult  for  you  to  distinguish  what  was  done  under  the  secretary’s  own 
authority,  and  what  was  done  under  the  authority  of  the  board  ? — I considered  it 
was  difficult  so  to  distinguish.  I received  no  minute  of  the  board,  and  no  refer- 
ence was  made  to  any  minute  of  the  board,  as  is  usual  with  the  boards  I have  had 
correspondence  with ; and  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  thing  that  indicated  it  to 
be  an  official  act.  The  whole  tone  of  the  correspondence  was  such  as  frequently 
convinced  me  it  did  not  emanate  from  the  board;  some  of  the  letters  were  written 
in  a form  that  certainly  did  not  indicate  official  authority,  as  was  the  case  with 
some  of  my  own. 

1 740.  Have  you  had  any  correspondence  with  the  secretary  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Augmentation  Office  since  the  late  transference  of  the  records  there  to  your 
custody  ? — Yes,  I have.  Upon  the  occasion  of  its  being  placed  in  my  hands 
I wrote  a letter,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  Treasury  letter  and  minute,  informing  me 
of  it,  to  the  secretary  of  the  commission,  thinking  it  necessary  to  inform  him  of 
the  subject  at  the  time  I took  possession ; I received  a letter  from  him  in  reply ; 
I have  it  not  by  me,  but  I believe  it  involved  no  particular  point. 

1741.  Did  you  ever  show  Mr.  Protheroe  that  correspondence? — Yes,  I did • 
I submitted  it  all  to  him. 

1742.  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  submit  it  to  him? — He  wrote  me 
a note,  desiring  I would  call  upon  him,  which  I did,  and  I saw  beyond  a doubt, 
from  the  tone  of  the  conversation,  that  a very  erroneous  impression  remained  upon 
his  mind  of  the  nature  of  the  intercourse  between  myself  and  the  Record  Com- 
mission ; he  seemed  to  think  that,  in  some  cases,  its  proceedings  were  justified, 
from  a negligence' which  I almost  thought  he  deemed  wilful ; and  I found  that  he 
was  in  what  I considered  an  error  upon  the  general  complexion  of  our  correspond- 
ence ; upon  which  I begged  leave  to  suggest  to  him  not  to  trust  to  any  explanation 
of  mine,  but  to  peruse  the  whole  of  the  papers,  which  I would  lay  before  him, 
and  which  I did. 

1 743.  Did  he  express  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? — In  general  terms  he 
expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  correspondence  was  not  such,  in  point  of  tone,  as 
it  ought  to  have  been. 

1 744.  Had  you  reason  to  complain  of  the  tone  yourself? — I very  much  dis- 
liked it. 

1 745.  What  part  of  the  correspondence  do  you  dislike  the  tone  of ; that  part 
which  has  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee? — I do  not  know  the 
amount  of  the  correspondence  that  has  been  laid  upon  the  table ; but  there  were 
two  or  three  disagreeable  circumstances  in  the  correspondence  that  I objected  to; 
one  of  the  things  that  dwelt  most  upon  my  mind  was,  that  in  one  of  the  reports 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Board  to  the  Treasury,  some  remarks  I had  made  upon 
the  records,  anterior  to  the  removal,  were  made  to  apply  to  them  subsequently. 
The  observations  made  to  myself  personally  were  of  a kind,  though  I did  not 
attach  any  great  degree  of  importance  to  them,  which  made  me  desirous  of 
avoiding  the  correspondence  as  much  as  possible,  and  wishing  to  have  it  pass 
through  the  Treasury  or  the  Court. 

1746.  Then,  as  a consequence,  you  have  declined  correspondence  with  the 
Commission,  except  through  the  Treasury? — I have  endeavoured,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  avoid  all  communication  that  led  to  action  or  yesult,  without  having 
authority  communicated  to  me  through  those  sources ; I am  not  aware  that  I have 
absolutely  declined  or  refused  to  pay  attention  to  any  communications,  because 
that  did  not  appear  expedient ; but  my  wish  and  anxious  desire  was  to  avoid 
communication  as  much  as  possible,  from  the  nature  of  the  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place,  the  impression  produced  by  which  really  depends  upon  so  many 
matters  difficult  to  explain,  that  I thought  a reference  to  the  correspondence  itself 
was  the  only  mode  of  making  Mr.  Protheroe  acquainted  with  my  feelings  upon 
the  subject. 

1747.  Have  you  any  objection  to  lay  the  correspondence  before  the  Committee? 
— I have  not  the  slightest  objection,  so  far  as  I am  concerned,  and  I do  not 
suppose  there  can  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Record  Commission  or  the 
secretary. 

1 748.  Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  the  proposal  to  transfer  the  Cornish  Records 
from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the  custody  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall?— 
I heard  of  it  as  a mere  matter  of  report ; it  has  not  come  before  me  officially, 
in  any  way. 

1749.  You  have  not  become  officially  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that  a corre- 
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spondence  was  for  some  time  carried  on  between  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  and  the 
Commissioners,  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  those  records  ? — I think  not ; 
I remember  hearing  the  subject  alluded  to,  and  making  inquiries  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  I doubt  if  any  thing  has  come  before  me  officially ; but  I would  not 
speak  positively,  because  the  subject  does  not  strike  me  as  new  to  me. 

1 750.  Is  there  any  subject  connected  with  the  custody  of  the  records  or  the 
state  of  them,  on  which  you  have  any  statement  to  make  to  the  Committee  ? — 
Not  that  I am  aware  of;  I do  not  know  that  I have  any  thing  to  say  that  will 
throw  any  light  upon  the  objects  of  the  Committee. 

1751.  Did  the  secretary  ever  make  any  communication  to  you  upon  the  subject 
of  the  records  said  to  have  been  sold  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Craven  Ord  ? — No, 
certainly  not ; I had  a communication  with  the  secretary  upon  the  subject  of  some 
records  in  the  possession  of  booksellers  ; but  that  was  subsequently. 

1752.  On  the  9th  of  March  1833,  records  formerly  in  the  Exchequer,  and 
which  were  sold  as  part  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Craven  Ord,  were  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  commissioners? — They  must  have  been  in  the  possession  of 
booksellers,  who  purchased  them  at  the  sale  of  the  effects  of  Mr.  Craven  Ord, 
which  took  place  long  previously. 

1753.  A statement  upon  the  subject  was  made  to  the  board,  and  printed  in  the 
notes  of  business  ; did  you  ever  see  such  statement? — Not  that  I am  aware  of; 
I do  not  think  I was  ever  made  aware  of  any  thing  that  was  ever  printed  by  the 
board  in  their  Agenda.  I am  aware  of  certain  extracts  made  from  a report  in  a 
pamphlet  that  was  published  and  brought  under  my  notice ; they  were  garbled 
extracts  of  my  own  reports,  calculated  to  produce  a thoroughly  false  impression 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  that  fI  had  stated  what  was  not  true.  That  was  the 
only  information  I had  of  what  was  printed  by  the  commission ; 1 felt  a strong 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  because  I saw  a reference  to  proceedings  printed  in  the 
Agenda  containing  half  the  report,  stating  all  that  I had  said  against  the  condition 
of  the  records,  without  stating  any  part  of  what  I had  said  had  been  done  for 
them  to  preserve  them ; and  that  pamphlet  I considered  a very  disgraceful  state- 
ment. There  was  no  name  to  the  pamphlet,  and  I did  not  express  any  opinion 
upon  the  subject ; but  it  contained  extracts  from  a report  of  mine  that  had  never 
been  published  or  returned  to  Parliament ; and  I therefore  considered  it  to  have 
emanated  from  some  source  connected  with  the  commission,  and  which  certainly 
gave  me  a very  unfavourable  impression. 

1754.  Mr.  Hawes.]  I will  just  read  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  board : — 
“ Records  formerly  in  the  Exchequer  sold  as  part  of  the  library  of  Craven  Ord, 
Esquire,  first  Secondary  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office : produced  a state- 
ment on  this  subject.”  That  is  printed  in  the  minutes  of  business,  did  you  ever 
hear  of  that  statement  ? — Not  that  I know  of.  1 beg  to  be  understood  as  having 
heard  of  the  sale  of  certain  records  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Craven  Ord’s  effects.  I have 
heard  it  alluded  to  in  conversation,  though  never  officially  brought  under  my 
notice.  I was  not  aware  that  a communication  had  taken  place  upon  the  subject; 
all  that  I recollect  upon  it  is  that  there  was,  as  in  the  former  case,  an  impossibility 
of  identifying  them  as  Exchequer  records.  I believe  one  thing  done  by  the 
Record  Commission  is  a very  valuable  thing  ; that  is,  stamping  all  such  records 
as  they  have  sorted  and  made  use  of ; that  will  certainly  tend  to  secure  the 
records  from  any  thing  of  the  sort  in  future. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

1 755-  The  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  any  further  statements  to  make  upon  the  sub- 
jects upon  which  you  have  been  previously  examined  ? — Yes ; in  the  early  part  of 
my  third  day’s  examination,  I was  asked  by  Sir  Matthew  Ridley,  whether,  in  my 
judgment,  it  would  take  the  sum  of  100,000/.  to  complete  the  calendars  of  the 
records  at  the  Tower;  to  which  question  I replied,  in  confirmation  of  the 
statement  already  made  by  me,  that  I believed  it  would  take  some  such  sum. 

ow  the  consideration  of  the  amount  of  expense  requisite  for  completing  the 
calendars  has  had  so  great  an  influence  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioners,  that  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  Committee 
s oulct  be  put  in  possession  of  some  more  accurate  estimate  than  that  which  my 
reco  lection  supplied  me  with,  when  the  subject  was  unexpectedly  started.  In 
consequence,  I have  desired  Mr.  Stevenson  to  examine  the  data  furnished  by  the 
re  urn  °*  ^r-  Petrie,  made  in  1831,  and  to  calculate  what  would  be  the  cost  of 
0,33-  s 3 perfecting 


B.  W.  Fancen<,Esq. 
14  March  1836. 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


• 42  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  perfecting  the  calendars  of  all  the  records  preserved  at  the  Tower.  Tlij 

calculation  has  been  made,  and  I will  take  the  liberty  of  detailing  the  particular* 

14  March  1836.  to  the  Committee  : — Mr.  Petrie,  in  the  return  made  by  him  to  the  board,  states* 
that  the  calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls,  from  the  39th  of  Henry  III.  to  the  end  of 
that  reign,  will  require  the  uninterrupted  labour  of  one  person  for  at  least  two 
years.  Supposing  that  the  individual  so  employed  had  a salary  of  250/.,  the 
calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls,  from  the  39th  of  Henry  III.  to  the  end  of  that 
series  in  the  Tower,  would  cost  15,750 /.  Presuming  that  the  Close,,  the  Liberate 
the  Fine,  and  others  of  the  regular  series  of  Chancery  Rolls,  are  one-fifth  shorter 
than  the  Patent  Rolls,  the  calendars  of  these  would  require  an  additional  sum  of 
35,650/.  Presuming  that  the  Miscellaneous  Rolls,  Writs,  Privy  Seals,  Letters 
Inquisitions,  Chancery  proceedings,  and  other  miscellaneous  documents  in  the 
Tower,  contain  six  times  as  much  matter  as  the  regular  series  of  rolls  ( 
calculation  which  is  below  rather  than  above  their  apparent  extent),  the 
calendars  of  those  would  demand  314,400/.  From  this  it  appears  that  the 
formation  of  calendars  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  inclusive- of  the  Patent  R0US 
would  cost  the  sum  of  366,800  /.  This  estimate,  it  will  be  seen,  is  much  more 
than  the  triplicate  of  mine,  and  for  an  obvious  cause,  namely,  that  I omitted  to 
allow  for  the  great  increase  in  the  yearly  matter  of  the  rolls  from  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  downwards.  The  Committee  will  now  be  better  able  to  appreciate 
the  reason  that  has  induced  the  board  to  leave  the  formation  of  the  calendars  of 
the  long  series  of  rolls  to  the  ordinary  diligence  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  Tower  establishment,  whose  duty  it  is  to  continue  such  calendars  whenever 
they  are  not  engaged  in  making  searches  or  copies  for  the  public.  It  was  useless  for 
the  commissioners  to  undertake  a task  to  which  the  whole  of  the  money  granted  bv 
Parliament  since  1800  would  have  been  inadequate.  But  nevertheless,  the  work 
of  calendaring  at  the  Tower  has  not  been  altogether  neglected.  For  although 
nothing  could  be  achieved  as  regards  the  long  series  of  rolls,  the  arrano-ement 
and  calendaring  of  the  miscellaneous  and  unsorted  records,  which  are  very 
curious  and  interesting  to  the  historian  and  antiquary,  did  not  appear  to  be  alto- 
gether beyond  the  power  of  the  board  ; and  this  operation  I have  before  stated 
was  begun  about  three  years  ago,  and  has  been  regularly  prosecuted  ever  since. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  the  result  of  such  operation  must  be  infinitely 
more  beneficial  than  if  the  time  and  money  expended  in  it  were  bestowed  upon 
any  other  portion  of  the  records.  F 

1756.  You  have  stated  in  one  of  your  preceding  examinations  upon  this  subject, 
that  the  expense  of  providing  an  index  personarum  and  an  index  locorum  to  these 
records  would  be  as  great -as  that  of  providing  calendars?— I do  not  recollect  that 
statement,  as  applicable  to  all  the  records.  There  is  a very  great  difference 
between  an  index  and  a calendar;  a person  capable  of  indexing  may  not  be  able 
to  calendar. 

1757.  How  do  you  distinguish  a calendar  from  an  index? — In  the  former  part 
of  my  examination  1 have  stated  that  a calendar  is  an  abstract  of  each  document : 
an  index  sometimes  gives  the  names  of  places,  and  sometimes  of  persons;  other 
indexes  furnish  names  both  of  persons  and  places;  but  there  are  indexes  merely 
.pointing  out  the  record  or  entry  on  the  roll. 

1758.  Might  you  not,  then,  have  made  indexes  to  all  those  records  at  tie 
lower,  at  a much  less  expense  than  this  estimate  o£the  calendars?— I think  that 
you  might  make  an  index  locorum  et  personarum,  to  some  records,  at  a smaller 
expense  than  you  could  make  a calendar;  an  inferior  talent  may  be  employed 
upon  the  first  kind  of  work:  but  with  regard  to  all  the  earliest  records  an  index 
would  be  almost  useless. 

J759-  WU1  you  explain  why? — If  the  Committee  will  take  the  trouble  to  turn 
to  the  published  volume  of  the  Close  Rolls,  or  the  Patent  Rolls,  they  will  see 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  an  index  to  convey  to  the  historian,  the  topographer, 
or  the  antiquarian  the  information  afforded  by  the  very  short  entries  there  com 
tained ; indeed  as  regards  all  the  rolls  of  John,  and  almost  all  those  of  the  reign 
ot  Henry  the  lhird,  I would  have  no  attempt  even  to  calendar ; the  rolls  them- 
selves should  be  printed  in  extenso. 

1 760.  Why  should  not  an  index  of  those  documents  be  as  useful  as  an  index  of 
documents  at  the  Rolls  Office  ?-The  entries  are,  for  the  most  part,  of  an  entirely 
different  character. 

1761.  Still  it  must  be  as  useful  to  know  who  the  persons  and  what  the  places 
are,  and  the  matters  contained  in  them? — The  earliest  rolls  are  chiefly  important, 

as 
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as  containing  matter  useful  to  the  historical  inquirer ; the  later  rolls,  as  those  at 
the  Rolls  Chapel,  are  principally  useful  to  the  lawyer  and  the  record  agent ; for 
their  purposes  it  is  undoubtedly  very  convenient  to  have  indexes  locorum  et  per- 
sonarum.  You  wish  to  ascertain  some  fact  connected  with  a real  estate,  or  to 
discover  a lost  link  in  a pedigree,  and  an  index  points  to  the  inquisition  or  other 
record  that  furnishes  the  information  of  which  you  are  in  search. 

1762.  Is  notan  index  a great  assistance? — An' index  would  be  of  assistance  in 
such  cases  as  I have  just  mentioned ; it  is  too  of  great  assistance  in  consulting 
a printed  book  : but  no  one,  in  furnishing  to  Mr.  Hallam  or  Dr.  Lingard  an  index 
to  the  Close  Rolls  of  John  and  Henry  the  Third,  would  imagine  that  it  could 
be  of  any  service,  unless  accompanied  by  a full  copy  of  the  record,  to  facilitate 
its  use. 

1763.  I am  not  supposing  you  give  nothing  more ; but  would  it  not  be  useful 
in  the  same  way  as  the  index  to  the  printed  Close  Roll?— I think  it  would  be 
a waste  of  public  money  to  print  any  such  indexes  to  the  rolls  of  John  and  Henry 
the  Third,  apart  from  the  entire  text. 

1764.  Have  you  found  indexes  to  any  other  rolls? — In  many  offices  it  will  be 

found  that  indexes  have  been  formed  to  the  modern  rolls,  resorted  to  for  leo-al 
purposes  merely.  0 

1765.  What  was  the  other  statement  you  had  to  make?— .The  inquiry  into  the 
fees  and  emoluments  of  officers  and  clerks  having  the  custody  and  management  of 
the  public  records  forming  an  additional  feature  in  the  present  commission,  and 
moreover,  having,  as  will  appear,  both  by  publications  of  the  secretary  and  the 
printed  Agenda,  been  for  some  time  considered  (no  doubt  from  that  circumstance) 
as  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  His  Majesty,  some  members 
of  the  board  have  desired  me  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  more  specific  infor- 
mation, relative  to  the  fees  payable  in  the  principal  record  offices,  than  has  yet 
been  laid  before  it,  in  order  that  all  doubt  may  be  removed  as  to  the  supposed 
necessity  of  the  commissioners  taking  any  immediate  steps  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  such  fees,  either  as  regards  searches  or  copies.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
I should  state  to  the  Committee  what  are  the  fees  that  can  be  legally  demanded 
in  each  office. 

1766.  Do  you  wish  to  make  this  statement  in  consequence  of  a communication 
with  the  commissioners  ? — I have  had  no  communication  with  the  commissioners 
as  a board. 

1767.  In  consequence  of  a communication  with  any  of  the  commissioners? - 

Which  statement  do  you  allude  to  ? 

1768.  The  statement  you  have  just  spoken  of  ?— On  Saturday  I saw  three  mem- 

bers of  the  commission,  who  have  very  regularly  attended  at  the  boards,  and  it  is 
principally  in  consequence  of  my  conversation  with  them  that  I am  desirous  of  being 
permitted  to  make  a more  full  statement  respecting  the  fees  that  can  be  lawfully  del 
manded  in  the  different  offices.  J 

1769.  You  have  done  this  in  consequence  of  a communication  only  with  three 
of  the  commissioners  ? — I have  only  seen  three. 

1770.  Who  are  those  ?— Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Petit,  are  the  three  I 
have  seen. 

1771.  Who  is  the  keeper  of  the  Kings  Bench  records ? — There  are  various 
officers  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  who  have  the  custody  of  records.  I believe 
the  principal  are  the  Master  of  the  King’s  Bench,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  the 
Uerk  of  the  Papers,  the  Clerk  of  the  Rules,  the  Clerks  of  the  Treasury,  theFilazer 
and  .the  Clerk  of  the  Errors. 

1772.  Where  are  they  kept?— The  bulk  of  the  King’s  Bench  records  were 
lormerly  kept  in  a room  adjoining  Westminster-hall,  opposite  the  east  end  of  Saint 
Margarets  church.  It  was  fitted  up  as  a record  repository  by  Sir  Christopher 
wren;  but  it  is  now  used  for  the  sittings  of  the  Rolls  Court  during  term.  The 
records  have  been  removed  to  the  Rolls-house  in  Chancery-lane. 

j773.  In  what  state  are  they  there?— They  are  in  a good  state. 
i?74-  Are  they  well  arranged  ? — I believe  them  to  be  well  arranged, 
r rZ?5-  It  is  stated  in.  the  Agenda,  page  283,  in  the  Survey  of  the  Records  Offices, 
oy  &ir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam,  that  in  two  of  the  rooms  at  the  Rolls-house; 

neaps  of  unsorted  papers,  are  those  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  ? — I do 
not  recollect  to  have  seen  those  papers. 

Jlle  Bagga  de  Secretes  is  a record  of  the  King’s  Bench  ?— It  contains 
tecorcis  0f  some  proceedings  of  that  court. 

°'33*  s 4 1 777,  What 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  1777-  What  is  the  nature  of  the  documents  contained  in  that  ? — I cannot  accu- 
raiely  describe  them,  without  ^reference  to  the  returns. 

14  March  1836.  1 778.  Are  they  of  importance  ? — From  the  lapse  of  time,  I much  doubt  whether 

they  are  now  of  importance.  They  are,  if  I recollect  right,  supposed  to  be  records 
of  attainder  for  high  treason,  &c.  5 they  relate  to  the  title  of  the  Crown  to  forfeited 
estates. 

1 779.  It  is  said  that  the  keys  are  kept  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  Custos  Brevium ; and  it  is  stated  that  the  place  in  which  this 
Bag-ga  de  Secretes  is  kept  is  not  fire-proof? — The  Rolls-house  is  not  fire-proof. 

1780.  Do  you  know  where  the  calendar  and  indexes  to  those  records  of  the  King’s 
Bench  are  kept? — I am  not  aware  whether  they  are  kept  in  the  Rolls-house  or  in 
one  of  the  other  King's  Bench  offices. 

1781.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  made  of  the  inconvenience  of  having  the 
records  in  one  building,  and  the  calendars  and  indexes  in  another? — No  complaint 
has,  I believe,  been  made  to  the  board ; if  there  was  cause  of  complaint  made,  the 
parties  aggrieved  would  no  doubt  address  themselves  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  All 
the  records  belonging  to  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  (I  except  the  more  ancient  ones, 
which  are  at  the  Chapter-house  and  the  Tower)  are  under  the  constant  superinten- 
dence of  the  Judges  of  that  tribunal,  who  have  from  time  to  time  framed  suitable 
regulations  respecting  them. 

1782.  Do  you  mean,  that  the  commission  has  less  authority  or  less  business  to 
discharge  its  duties  with  regard  to  this  class  of  records  than  others? — There  are  no 
records  whatever  in  any  of  the  offices  attached  to  the  King’s  Bench,  that,  in  my 
judgment,  require  the  interference  of  the  board. 

1783.  Should  you  not  say  that  the  want  of  an  accessible  calendar  and  indexes 
was  a matter  that  required  the  attention  of  the  board  ? — If  any  are  wanting,  if  there 
be  impediments  in  this  respect  to  the  progress  of  actions,  it  is  for  the  .Judges  to 
give  directions,  rather  than  for  the  commissioners. 

1784.  Was  not  one  of  the  objects  of  the  commission  to  provide  good  calendars, 
and  to  provide  convenient  buildings  ? — One  of  the  objects  of  the  commission  is 
undpubtedly  to  assist  in  framing  calendars  to  the  records  in  certain  offices ; and 
this  object  has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  I am  quite  at  a loss  to  know,  however,  how 
the  commission  can  provide  convenient  buildings.  It  may  do  much,  and  lias 
done  much  in  the  way  of  recommendation,  but  it  has  neither  power  nor  funds  to 
effect  a hundredth  part  of  what  may  be  desirable  as  regards  either  calendars  or 
buildings.  With  respect  to  the  records  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  I believe 
there  are  sufficient  indexes  to  the  modern  ones.  Indeed  I do  not  see  how  the  daily 
business  could  proceed  without  such  indexes.  As  to  the  more  ancient  records, 
I would  refer  the  Committee  to  the  remark  made  in  the  Report  of  the  Custos 
Brevium  to  the  Select  Committee  of  1800,  it  will,  in  my  judgment,  equally  apply 
to  many  of  the  other  offices  of  this  court.  In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what  would 
be  the  expense  and  time  of  making  catalogues  and  indexes  of  certain  records, 
such  catalogues  and  indexes  being  deficient  before  the  year  1656,  that  officer  says 
it  would  require  the  constant  labour  of  many  persons  for  many  years,  who  must 
understand  the  languages  they  are  in,  the  ancient  abbreviations  and  the  court  and 
other  hands  anciently  used,  as  well  as  have  other  qualifications  of  which  there 
were  at  that  time  very  few  found  to  be  possessed ; and  he  adds,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  such  indexes,  if  made,  would  be  useless,  as  the  records  chiefly  relate  to 
entries  of  an  immense  number  of  suits,  actions  and  partial  proceedings  immaterial 
in  themselves  at  this  period. 

1785.  Then,  if  it  has  been  stated  by  a solicitor  much  employed  in  this  busi- 
ness, that  these  records  are  of  great  importance  in  legal  inquiries,  you  siippose 
that  to  be  inaccurate  ? — Before  I ventured  to  affirm  that  such  a statement  made  by 
such  a person  was  inaccurate,  I should  like  to  know  to  what  species  of  records 
the  statement  was  meant  to  apply. 

1786.  The  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  generally,  do  you  suppose  that  they 
are  not  of  great  importance  in  legal  inquiries? — We  all  of  us  have  a general 
notion  of  the  nature  of  the  modern  records  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  They 
are  daily  resorted  to,  and,  I believe,  without  difficulty.  As  to  the  older  records 
of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  still  kept  in  its  offices,  with  great  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  attornies  and  record  agents,  they  are  almost  the  last  class  of  records 
to  which,  under  existing  circumstances,  I should  think  of  providing  calendars  or 
indexes. 

1787.  Do  you  know  that  the  only  indexes  to  those  records  are  the  Docket 

Roils?- 
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Rolls  ?— I believe  that  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  the  indexes  to  many  of  the 
records  are  the  Docket  Books,  and  those  I have  always  understood  to  be  sufficient. 

1788.  Do  you  suppose  them  to  be  Satisfactory  indexes  ? — The  Returns  that 
have  been  made  to  the  board  from  the  different  offices  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench  do  not  show,  as  far  as  I recollect,  that  any  thing  is  necessary  to  be  done°in 
this  department,  in  order  to  render  the  use  of  the  records  more  convenient  to  the 
public. 

1789.  And  you  have  considered  that  information  you  have  received  from  the 
keepers  of  the  record  offices  as  enough  to  satisfy  you  upon  this  subject? — I have 
so  considered  in  the  case  of  such  offices  as  those  belonging  to  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench.  I hold  in  my  hand  the  answers  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Papers  of  the  court 
to  the  questions  of  the  commissioners.  Those  answers  afford  a fair  specimen  of 
many  of  the  returns.  They  state  that  the  several  sorts  of  manuscript  books  and 
papers  in  the  custody  of  the  office  of  clerks  of  the  Papers  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  are  the  several  special  pleadings  in  actions  brought  in  the  said  court,  and 
the  books  in  which  the  names  of  the  parties  to  the  said  pleadings  are  numerically 
entered ; that  the  pleadings  appear  to  be  complete,  with  few  exceptions,  since  the 
year  1786,  and  are  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  being  arranged  by  the  several 
terms  in  the  year  ; that  the  books  in  which  the  pleadings  are  numerically  entered 
are  complete  since  the  year  1759 ; that  the  clerks  employed  in  the  several  duties 
of  the  office  arrange  the  said  pleadings,  first  entering  them  in  the  books  and  then 
filing  them ; that  the  office  is  open  for  that  purpose,  and  to  perform  the  other 
duties  thereof  in  term  time,  from  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  until  two  in  the  after- 
noon, and  from  five  until  nine  in  the  evening,  and  part  of  the  vacation  the  same 

, hours  in  the  morning  until  eight  in  the  evening,  other  part  of  the  vacation  from 
ten  in  the  forenoon  till  two  in  the  afternoon  only  ; that  the  said  clerks  do  not  re- 
ceive any  salary  from  the  public,  but  are  paid  by  the  clerks  of  the  Papers,  neither 
is  there  any  fee  paid  for  any  search ; when  copies  are  made  of  the  said  pleadings 
(which  are  done  for  the  parties  in  the  cause),  4 d.  per  sheet  is  paid  for  them,  &c. ; 
that  the  clerks  of  the  papers  are  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  said  books  and 
papers,  whose  duty  it  is  by  themselves  and  clerks  to  attend  upon  every  search,  and 
to  take  care  that  each  paper  be  respectively  and  duly  restored  to  its  proper  place  ; 
that  the  clerks  of  the  Papers  are  not  aware  that  there  are  any  matters  not  com- 
prised in  the  questions  transmitted  to  them,  which  it  is  necessary  or  expedient  to 
observe  upon,  for  rendering  the  use  of  the  said  manuscript  pleadings  and  books 
more  convenient  to  the  public ; they  beg  leave,  however,  to  observe,  that  all  the 
said  pleadings  in  causes  that  proceed  to  issue  are  finally  engrossed  on  parchment, 
and  filed  of  record  in  the  Treasury.  Now,  if  in  such  an  office  as  that  from  which 
this  Return  has  been  made  any  thing  be  wanting,  the  defect  should,  I apprehend, 
be  supplied  by  an  order  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  the  judges  of  which,  if 
they  perform  their  duty,  might  not,  without  reason,  consider  the  interference  of 
the  Record  Board  as  meddling  and  impertinent  with  reference  to  records  daily  re- 
sorted to,  and  without  which  no  jurisdiction  could  be  exercised. 

1790.  But  if  it  is  stated  in  the  commission  that  it  is  the  business  of  the  Record 
Commissioners  to  provide  calendars  and  indexes,  why  is  not  it  as  much  their 
business  to  provide  them  for  the  King’s  Bench,  as  well  as  any  other  ? — The  object 
of  the  commission  is,  as  I apprehend,  confined  principally  to  those  offices  where 
there  are  collections  of  records  of  ancient  date,  valuable  for  historical,  antiquarian, 
genealogical  and  topographical,  rather  than  for  legal  purposes.  It  was  not  the 
intention  of  those  with  whom  the  commission  originated,  that  the  board  should 
perform  duties  which  ought  to  be  discharged,  and  which  may  be  discharged  by 
the  various  officers  belonging  to  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  Undoubtedly,  the 
inquiries  of  the  board  are  properly  extended  to  all  the  offices,  libraries  and  other 
repositories  in  Great  Britain,  where  records  and  manuscripts  are  kept,  but  on 
the  expenditure  of  the  funds  intrusted  to  it,  a selection  must  be  made. 

2. 7 9 1 • What  was  there  in  the  formation  of  the  commission,  or  in  the  terms  in 
which  the  Royal  Commission  is  couched,  that  leads  you  to  suppose  that  the  object 
ot  the  commission  was  rather  to  give  assistance  to  historical  and  antiquarian 
inquiries,  than  to  put  those  documents  in  a shape  in  which  they  might  be 
accessible  to'  those  who  wanted  them  for  legal  purposes? — The  commission  has 
een  always  so  construed.  The  old  commissions,  for  thirty  years,  were  so 
construed. 

. 1792-  There  is  nothing  in  the  wording  of  the  commission  that  justifies  that, 
is  there?  I am  of  opinion  that  there  is  quite  enough  in  the  commission  to 

^•3  3-  x justify 


C.P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
14  March  1836. 
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C.  P.  Cupper , Esq.  justify  this  construction ; the  commission  should  be  construed  with  reference  to 

the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1800,  and  the  Address  of  the  House  of 

14  March  1836.  Commons  that  followed  it. 

1 793.  Should  you,  as  a lawyer,  construe  the  Royal  Commission  with  reference 
to  a Report  of  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons? — If  the  commission 
clearly  arose  out  of  a Report  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a lawyer,  I should 
unquestionably  look  to  such  Report,  if  I had  any  doubt  of  what  were  the  objects 
of  the  Commission. 

1 794.  If  the  words  of  the  commission  are  clear,  do  you  think  you  should  look 
at  the  words  of  the  Address  or  Report  of  the  Committee,  to  explain  the  words  of 
the  commission? — Even  supposing  the  words  to  be  clear,  yet  if  I found  that  the 
apparent  objects  were  wholly  unattainable,  by  any  means  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  commissioners,  I should  certainly  look  at  such  Report  and  Address,  in 
order  to  ascertain  what  the  real  objects  were. 

1 795.  Do  you  consider  that  the  objects  in  the  commission,  as  specified  in  the 
wording  of  the  commission,  are  unattainable? — Ido,  according  to  the  construc- 
tion now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  the  words  of  the  commission. 

1796.  Do  you  mean  that  you  consider,  from  your  interpretation  of  the  words 
of  the  commission,  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  do  any  thing  towards 
facilitating  the  access  of  legal  inquirers  to  those  records  ?— When  I state  that 
the  objects  are  unattainable,  I assume  that  one  of  those  objects  is  such  as  the 
Chairman  seems  to  understand,  from  the  questions  put  to  me,  namely,  the  forma- 
tion of  calendars  and  indexes,  not  only  to  certain  records  at  the  Tower,  the  Rolls 
Chapel,  the  Chapter  House,  the  Augmentation  Office,  the  Pipe  Office,  the  Lord 
Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  and  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  but 
to  the  masses  of  records  in  all  the  offices,  including  those  in  which  suits  and 
actions  are  hourly  arising  and  proceeding.  According  to  this  construction,  every 
Record  Office  in  England,  Wales  and  Scotland  is  equally  entitled  to  the  care  of 
the  board  with  the  ancient  repositories  of  the  metropolis. 

1 797.  You  think,  then,  that  the  object  of  aiding  the  legal  inquirer  is  wholly 
without  the  reach  of  the  commission ; but  that  the  object  of  aiding  the  historical 
and  antiquarian  inquirer  is  within  its  being? — No,  by  no  means;  nothing  is 
further  from  my  impression  of  the  duties  of  the  commission  than  that  the  legal 
inquirer  is  not  to  benefit  from  its  labours  at  all : the  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel 
are  chiefly  consulted  for  legal  purposes ; and  the  board,  has  done  all  that,  in  the 
absence  of  a legislative  enactment,  can  be  done  for  facilitating  the  access  to 
them ; the  same  observation  applies  to  the  Augmentation  Records,  and,  perhaps, 
to  some  others. 

1798.  But,  because  you  think  that  the  object  of  aiding  the  historical  inquirer 
is  so  much  more  easily  attainable  than  that  of  aiding  the  legal  inquirer,  you  are 
of  opinion  that  the  first  ought  to  be  made  the  chief,  and  the  other  entirely 
a secondary  object  of  the  commission  ?— I am  of  opinion  that  repositories  such 
as  the  Tower  and  Chapter  House,  were  meant  to  be  the  scene  of  the  operations  of 
the  board,  and  not  the  King’s  Bench  or  Common  Pleas  Record  Offices. 

1799*  You  stated  generally  that  the  object  with  which  that  commission  was 
formed  was  rather  to  aid  historical  and  antiquarian  researches  than  the  legal 
inquirer?-- -Perhaps  it  will  be  better  to  state,  that,  looking  at  the  changes  in  the 
laws  relating  to  real  property,  and  particularly  the  law  of  tithes,  the  result  of  the 
labours  of  the  commission  will  be  more  beneficial  to  the  historian  and  the  anti- 
quary than  the  lawyer ; and,  after  all,  I believe  that  this  was  the  intention  of 
Parliament  and  the  Sovereign ; certain  it  is,  that,  for  30  years  preceding  the 
issuing  of  the  present  commission,  the  attention  of  the  board  was  directed  almost 
exclusively  to  the  Chapter  House,  the  Augmentation  Office,  the  Tower,  the 
Rolls  Chapel,  and  the  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh ; I ought  to  mention 
too,  that  the  British  Museum,  which  will  not,  I suppose,  be  classed  with  record 
offices,  has  greatly  profited  by  the  old  commission,  which  devoted  no  small 
part  of  its  funds  to  the  publication  of  the  Lansdowne,  Cottonian  and  Harleian 
catalogues. 

1 800.  Then  you  have  been  influenced  by  the  size  of  the  office,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  documents  contained  in  it  than  any  other  circumstance? — The  commis- 
sioners have  been  influenced  rather  by  the  nature  of  the  records.  In  the  courts  of 
common  law  (with  the  exception  of  some  branches  of  the  Exchequer)  and  in  those 
departments  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  where  the  suits  are  proceeding,  little  assist- 
ance has  been  given ; and  I have  more  than  once  stated  the  reason.  At  the 

Chapter 
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Chapter  House,  Augmentation  Office,  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  Tower,  Rolls  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq, 

Chapel  and  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  will 1 

show  that  extensive  operations  have  been  carried  on  under  their  authority.  14  March  1836, 

1801.  Of  the  records  in  the  King’s  Bench  Office  have  any  transcripts  been  made  ? 

jt  would  be  a useless  expense  to  transcribe  them. 

1 802.  Has  any  thing  been  done  about  the  fees  ? — The  fees  at  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench  are  regulated  by  the  Judges  of  the  Court.  They  ace  the  fees  recommended 
to  be  taken  by  the  Fee  Commissioners  in  1818. 

1803.  You  have  no  one  employed  by  the  commission  upon  these  records? — No. 

1804.  In  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Office  have  you  any  one  employed  belonging  to 
the  commission? — No  ; at  the  board  of  the  11th. February  1832,  it  was  stated,  as 
appears  from  the  minute  books,  that  there  were  great  hopes  of  an  arrangement 
being  effected  with  Mr.  Panton  and  some  other  gentlemen  for  sorting  and  cleaning 
the  records  in  that  department.  By  the  records  the  miscellaneous  records  are 
meant.  The  negotiation  for  effecting  such  arrangement  was  interrupted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  misunderstanding  which  occurred  with  Mr.  Vincent,  when  the 
records  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer  were  united  to  those  of  the  King’s 
Remembrancer. 

1805.  Then  something  has  been  done  by  this  commission  with  regard  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  records  in  that  office  ? — My  impression'a  few  days  ago  was,  that 
something  had  been  done ; that  the  sorting  of  the  miscellaneous  records  was  com- 
menced, but  immediately  discontinued  in  consequence  of  the  misunderstanding 
already  mentioned.  I believe,  however,  that  this  impression  was  not  correct.  All 
that  the  board  has  effected  with  respect  to  the  records  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Re- 
membrancer’s Office  is  an  improvement  in  the  repository.  They  are  kept  in 
some  of  the  vaults  under  the  east  side  of  Somerset-house.  Respecting  this  reposi- 
tory, it  was  reported  to  the  commissioners  to  be  dry  and  free  from  damp,  but  that 
flues  were  continually  lighted  to  keep  it  so ; and  that  the  rooms  had  been  deprived 
of  a free  current  of  air  so  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  records  by  a wall 
lately  erected  by  King’s  College,  which  had  blocked  up  the  windows  on  one 
side.  In  consequence  of  an  application  made  by  the  board,  the  vaults  contain- 
ing these  records  and  those  of  the  Pipe  Office  were  minutely  examined  by  the  sur- 
veyor to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  under  his  direction  new  windows  were  opened 
to  improve  the  ventilation.  Most  of  the  records  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remem- 
brancer’s Office  are  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  and  they  are  all  arranged  by 
reigns,  and  may  be  found  with  great  facility,  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of  the 
miscellaneous  records.  With  respect  to  the  fees  for  searches  and  copies,  if  they  be 
exorbitant,  it  is  for  the  Treasury  and  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  to  reduce  - 
them.  Their  Lordships  have  the  same  authority  with  reference  to  these  fees  as 
they  possess  with  reference  to  those  of  the  Pipe  Office.  I alluded  to  the  Act  giving 
this  authority,  when  I was  examined  respecting  the  Pipe  Office.  I have  now 
brought  the  Act  with  me.  It  is  the  3d  & 4th  of  The  King,  c.  99.  The  47th  sec- 
tion contains  these  words,  “ Be  it  further  enacted,  that  searches  may  be  made,  and 
copies  or  extracts  of  and  from  the  said  records,  books  and  documents  shall  and  may 
be  had  and  taken  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner,  and  upon  payment  of  such 
fees  as  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  and  the  other  Barons  of  the  said  Court  of  Exchequer, 
together  with  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s 
treasury  shall  or  may  direct.”  Now  the  said  records,  books  and  documents  are 
those  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe.  The  recent 
decision  of  the  Treasury  shows,  that  the  Augmentation  Office  records  are  also  com- 
prehended. The  fees  for  searches  and  copies  in  all  these  offices  were  regulated  by 
the  R°yal  Commissioners  of  1822,  and  I have  always  understood  that  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  have  seen  no.occasion  to  make  anv 
alteration. 

1806.,  Where  are  the  records  kept  belonging  to  the  land  revenue  ?— They  are 
m opring  Gardens.  There  is  a recent  Act,  some  of  the  provisions  of  which  are 
important  with  reference  to  these  records.  That  Act  is  the  2d  of  William  IV. 
ml  jit  is  intituled,  “An  Act  for  uniting  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
H'S  ^/?aJes^Y  s Works  and  Public  Buildings,  with  the  office  of  Commissioners  of 
is  Majesty  s Woods,  Forests  and  Land  Revenues,  and  for  other  purposes  relating 
,?  th®.  ■Lan£  Revenues.”  The  Committee  will  find  upon  referring  to  that  Act, 

^ .1  6 ce  -Auditors  of  Land  Revenue  'in  England  has  been  abolished, 
n the  office  of  Auditor  for  the  Principality  of  Wales  had  become  extinct.  In 
'misequence,  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  are  not  merely  empowered 
°‘33-  t 2 but 
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but  required  to  provide  a proper  building  for  the  reception  and  custody  of  the 
records,  deeds,  instruments,  papers  and  writings  belonging  to  these  departments ; 
and  they  are  to  appoint  a proper  person  to  be  keeper  o£  the  same,  and  areto-make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office-;  and  the  ex- 
penses of  providing  a building  and  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  office  are  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  produce  of  the  fees  thereinafter  mentioned.  Then  comes 
the  section  relative  to  the  fees.  It  is  enacted  by  the  22d  section,  “ that  such  fees 
shall  be  paid  for  searches  in  the  said  office  of  Land  Revenue  Records,  and  for 
office  copies  furnished  by  the  same  office  as  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  time  being  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint,  yet  so  that  such  fees  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  fees  which  have  been  used  and  accustomed  to  be  taken  upon  the 
like  searches,  and  upon  the  furnishing  of  the  like  office  copies.”  Some  time 
had  elapsed  from  the  passing  of  this  Act  of  Parliament  without  a building  being 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the  records,  or  a keeper  appointed  for  the  care  of 
them  ; and  upon  the  attention  of  the  board  being  drawn  to  this  circumstance  on 
the  30th  of  March  1833,  it  was  ordered,  “that  the  secretary  should  write  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  and  remind  their  Lordships  that, 
no  proper  building  had  been  provided  for  the  reception  of  those  records,  and  no 
proper  person  had  been  appointed  as  keeper  thereof  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  2 Wil- 
liam IV.  c.  1.”  The  secretary  accordingly  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
and  a keeper  was  appointed,  and  I believe  a temporary  building  provided. 

1 807.  Has  a proper  place  for  their  deposit  been  found? — The  records  are  all 
or  for  the  most  part,  in  Spring  Gardens. 

1 808.  Where  in  Spring  Gardens  ? — - 1 was  never  in  the  house ; I believe  it  is 
not  meant  to  be  the  final  repository.  It  appears  from  a report  made  to  the  board 
some  time  in  1834  respecting  these  records,  that  the  subject  of  procuring  a general 
repository  for  the  reception  of  the  whole  of  them  (some  being  then  in  Spring  Gar- 
dens, others  at  the  Mews,  and  those  for  Wales  still  in  Old  Palace  Yard)  was  then 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Treasury.  I believe  no  proper  repository  has  yet 
been  found  for  all  these  records. 

1809.  Are  not  a great  part  of  them  in  Carlton  Ride? — Some  portion  of  them 
may  be. 

1810.  Some  of  them  were  in  the  King’s  Mews? — Yes;  the  last  communication 
I have  received  respecting  these  records  is  dated  so  recently  as  the  29th  of  February, 
but  it  is  not  very  explicit.  It  states  that  the  records  lately  belonging  to  the  Land 
Revenue  of  England  and  Wales  are  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Fearnside,  of  the  Land 
Revenue  Office,  Spring  Gardens,  and  that  some  of  them  are  in  a good  and  ar- 
ranged state,  and  others  of  them  are  not  so.  Mr.  Fearnside  was  appointed  keeper 
of  these  records,  in  consequence  of  the  representation  of  the  board  already  men- 
tioned. 

1 8 1 1 . Are  you  aware  at  the  time  they  were  at  the  King’s  Mews,  when  Mr. 
Ilallam  and  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  in  their  survey  of  the  offices,  visited  that  building, 
they  omitted  to  take  any  notice  of  those  records  ? — They  were  in  the  same  room 
with  the  general  Exchequer  records,  in  the  recess  of  one  of  the  windows  as  you 
went  into  the  right.  1 do  not  remember  whether  they  are  noticed  by  Sir  Robert 
Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  in  their  report.  They  were  extremely  insignificant  in 
number,  in  comparison  of  the  other  records. 

] 812.  They  are  at  present  in  a very  bad  state  of  arrangement  ? — Some  of  them 
are  arranged,  and  others  not. 

1813.  Are  you  aware  that  the  whole  of  them  were,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  in  a good  state  of  arrangement? — I do  not  recollect.  The  returns 
of  1800  were  very  full ; but  I much  doubt  whether  the  whole  of  the  records  will 
be  found  to  have  been  arranged.  I have  a return  made  to  the  board,  the  30th  of 
December  1831,  which  shows  the  state  of  the  records  of  the  Land  Revenue  for 
England  immediately  after  the  removal  to  the  King’s  Mews. 

1814.  What  was  that? — The  returning  officer  says,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  those  records,  bound  up  in  volumes,  and  preserved  in  the  office  building,  have 
not  suffered  injury  since  the  year  1800.  The  care  and  labour  bestowed  upon  those 
which  were  cleaned,  sorted  and  arranged  by  Mr.  Richards  and  Mr.  Hewlett,  pre- 
vented the  entire  destruction  into  which  many  of  them  were  hastening  ; but  these 
records  having  been  twice  removed,  and  exposed  on  those  occasions  to  the  sum- 
mary means  of  access  which  builders  and  carpenters  were  enabled  to  employ,  4 
can  scarcely  be  expected  that  they  should  have  escaped  wholly  unimpaired.  Upon 
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that  much  was  done  by  it  for  cleaning,  preserving,  sorting  and  arranging  those 

ecords.  , . 14  March  1836, 

1815.  Mr.  Hawes.]  When  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  visited  those 
repositories,  they  made  a special  report,  did  they  not? — Which  is  printed. 

1816.  You  cannot  recollect  whether  it  stated  the  condition  of  the  records  in  the 
Kino-’s  Mews  ? — It  gave  many  details  as  to  the  records  at  the  King’s  Mews  ; but  it 
is  not  likely  that  it  has  noticed  specifically  those  of  the  land  revenue  for  England. 

They  were  in  the  recess,  of  one  of  the  windows,  and  boarded  up.  The  Welsh 
■land  revenue  records  were  still  in  Old  Palace  Yard.  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr. 

Hallam  probably  supposed  the  records  in  question  to  be  some  of  the  miscella- 
neous records  of  the  Exchequer  which  were  in  the  recesses  of  other  windows,  and 
hoarded  up  in  like  manner.  It  must  be  remembered,  that  all  those  Land 
Revenue  records  came  under  the  general  description  of  Exchequer  records. 

1817.  The  Chairman .]  There  is  the  Welsh  Auditor’s  Office,  is  there  not? — 

There  was.  The  office  is  extinct,  as  I have  already  mentioned. 

1818.  Where  are  the  documents  of  the  Welsh  Auditor’s  Office  kept? — They 
/were,  until  lately,  in  a small  room,  part  of  the  old  Exchequer,  contiguous  to  the 

Thames.  I believe  they  are  now  in  Spring  Gardens  ; but  I cannot  tell,  without 
referring  to  my  memoranda. 

1819.  Are  there  any  important  documents  among  them? — There  are  some  few 
important  documents.  There  are  none  prior  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 

1820.  What  state  of  arrangement  are  they  in  ? — Partly  arranged,  and  partly 

unarranged. 

1821.  Has  any  thing  been  done  towards  the  arrangement  by  the  commissioners? 

— Like  many  other  records,  they  have  never  been  in  any  repository  in  which  any 
measure  could  well  be  taken  for  improving  any  defect  in  the  arrangement  of 
them.  All  that  the  commissioners  could  do  has  been  done.  A general  superin- 
tendence has  been  exercised,  so  as  to  prevent  injury  or  spoliation.  A keeper,  too, 
has  been  appointed,  at  the  instance  of  the  board ; and  the  records  have  been 
removed'  either  to  Spring  Gardens  or  Carlton  Ride,  I do  not  remember  which. 

1822.  Has  the  commission  done  any  thing  to  the  records  of  the  Exchequer  of 
Pleas  ?— rThe  Exchequer  of  Pleas  is  one  of  those  offices  in  which  actions  are  daily 
commenced  and  carried  on  ; I doubt  much  whether  any  measures  are  wanting  in  this 
and  many  other  similar  offices,  to  render  the  records  more  useful.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  oldest  officers  cannot  recollect  a search,  in  any  records  of  this  office,  that 
are  of  ancient  date.  To  the  modern  records,  references  can  easily  be  had,  by  the 
docket  books,  which  are  alphabetically  arranged.  It  would,  in  my  judgment,  be 
to  throw  money  into  the  river,  to  make  calendars  or  indexes  to  those  records.  The 
fees  connected  with  the  records  of  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas  are  all  regulated  by 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer.  They  are  those  recommended  by  the  fee  commis- 
sioners, in  their  report  upon  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  dated  February  1822.  Mr. 

Baron  Park  is  one  of  the  record  commissioners,  and  he  has  never  suggested  that 
the  attention  of  the  board  ought  to  be  directed  to  any  such  office,  as  the  Exchequer 
of  Pleas. 

1823.  With  regard  to  the  Common  Pleas  Records,  has  any  thing  been  done  by 
the  commission? — I will  read  to  the  Committee  what  in  the  opinion  of  theProtho- 
notaries  of  the  Common  Pleas  was  necessary  to  be  done  35  years  ago  with  refer- 
ence to  indexes.  In  their  office  are  deposited  the  records  of  causes  instituted 
in  this  court.  In  the  Return  to  the  Select  Committee  of  1800,  they  state 
as  follows: — “We  are  of  opinion,  that  to  render  the  use  of  the  records  of  our 
office  more  convenient  for  the  public,  an  alphabetical  index  to  the  Docket  Rolls 
is  absolutely  necessary,  because  the  entries  of  the  various  causes  therein  have 
heretofore  been,  and  are  at  this  time  made  indiscriminately,  without  any  regard  to 
alphabetical  or  numerical  order,  either  of  parties’  names,  number,  rolls  or  other- 
wise ; by  which  means  any  person  employed  in  a search  in  them  is  under  the  ' 
necessity  of  going  through  the  dockets  of  all  the  three  prothonotaries  to  find  the 
entry  of  any  one  cause,  whence  the  labour,  time  and  expense  consumed  in  search* 
ing  a document  in  such  a confused  state  is  immense,  when  compared  with  the 
facility,  expedition  and  certainty  with  which  they  might  be  searched  if  an  alpha- 
betical index  to  the  causes  contained  therein  by  the  plaintiffs’  surnames  were 
made.”  The  Return  then  proceeds : — “The  Docket  Rolls  down  to  the  year  1770, 
according  to  a computation  lately  made,  are  supposed  to  amount  to  23,000  • the 
making  of  an  alphabetical  or  other  index  to  . the  causes  entered  on  those  rolls  by 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  the  ordinary  or  any  possible  diligence  of  all  the  persons  usually  employed  ia 

- ofhee,  would  be  utterly  impracticable ; and  the  shortest  time  within  which  such  , 

alphabetical  index  to  the  several  causes  contained  therein  could  be  made  by  a 
nager  of  the  work,  and  five  able  assistants,  (the  major  part  of  whom  should  f 
versed . in  the  language  and  characters  of  ancient  legal  writings),  we  think 
would  be  seven  years,  as  in  the  making  of  such  an  index  they  would  reoug 
a thorough  and  attentive  perusal  of  all  the  entries  on  those  rolls.”  Now,  supno 
ing  this  work  of  making  an  alphabetical  index  to  23,000  docket  roll’s  of  on' 
office  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  could  have  been  completed  in  the  time  lie/ 
specified,  it  would  have  cost  upwards  of  £.10,000,  money  which  nobody  will  PJ 
suade  me  would  have  been  judiciously  laid  out.  1 do  not  know  what  has  been 
effected  in  this  office  since  1800,  but  I presume  whatever  inconvenience  was 
formerly  experienced  has  been  remedied  by  orders  of  the  judges.  If  it  has  not 
Sir  John  Bernard  Bosanquet,  who  is  one  of  them,  as  well  as  a Record  Commis’ 
sioner,  would  not  have  failed  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  board,  had  he  sun” 
posed  it  to  be  an  inconvenience  of  which  the  board  ought  to  take  cognisance" 
I again  must  remind  the  Committee,  that  if  such  offices  as  these  are  to  participate 
in  the  funds  of  the  commission,  there  are  hundreds  of  others  that  possess  an  equal 
claim.  To  say  nothing  of  the  provincial  and  Scotch  offices  you  have  in  London 
m the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  Essoigns:,  clerk  of  the 
Warrants,  of  Custos  Breviums,  the  Filazers,  the  King’s  Silver,  the  Chiro- 
graphers,  &c. : in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  you  have,  besides  the  offices  which  have 
been  the  specific  subject  of  examination,  the  offices  of  the  Auditors  of  Receipt 
of  the  Four  Tellers,  of  the  Chamberlains,  of  the  clerk  of  the  Foreign  Estreats’ 
at-  i p ^'omPtro^er  °f  the  Pipe,  of  the  Foreign  Apposer,  of  the  clerk  of  the 
NichiJls,  of  the  Auditors  of  Public  Accounts,  of  the  clerk  of  the  Errors  in  the 
Exchequer  Chamber,  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  Green  Wax,  the  Alienation 
Office,  &c.;  many  of  these  small  Exchequer  offices  have  been  abolished,  but  the 
records  of  them  exist  distinct  in  other  departments.  I hold  in  my  hand  returns 
to  the  board  from  almost  all  the  offices  I have  mentioned.  I have  already  named 
the  different  offices  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  where  there  are  records.  The 
Chancery  offices  that,  in  the  view  now  taken,’  may  demand  a share  of  the  money 
granted  by  Parliament  to  the  Record  Board  are  extremely  numerous.  Some 
offices  connected  with  the  Court  of  Chancery  have  made  no  returns  to  the  circular 
questions,  as  those  of  the  Cursitors,  Prothonotary,  Register  of  Affidavits,  clerk  of 
Inrolments  m Bankruptcy,  Patentee  concerning  Bankruptcy,  clerk  of  Letters 
Patent,  clerk  of  Dispensations,  clerk  of  the  Custody  of  Idiots  and  Lunatics 
most  of  these  offices  no  longer  exist.  I have  here  returns  from  the  following 
offices the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  Six  Clerks,  the  Accountant  General,  the 
Masters  in  Ordinary,  the  clerk  of  Inrolments,  the  clerk  of  the  Hanaper,  the  Exa- 
miner the  Master  of  Reports,  and  the  clerks  of  the  Petty  Bag.  Respecting  this 
last  office,  that  of  the  Petty  Bag,  some  inquiry  was,  if  I mistake  not,  made  on 
a former  day.  The  building  is  m the  Rolls  Yard,  Chancery-lane,  and  was  erected 
in  1812,  the  expense  being  defrayed  out  of  the  Suitors’  Fund.  The  room  where 
the  records  are  kept  is  fire  proof.  There  is  space  enough  at  present  for  the  records, 
lliere  are  tolerable  calendars  and  indexes. 

1 8^4.  Are  you  aware,  that  in  that  office  there  is  a great  deal  of  information 
about  charities . —Yes,  there  is.  The  Inquisitions  and  Decrees  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Charitable  Uses  under  the  statute  of  Elizabeth  are  kept  there. 

1 825.  Is  this  information  accessible  ? — I believe  it  is  all  accessible,  I never  heard 
any  complaint  respecting  that  officer 

'8,26*riP0  you  k„now  whether  the  documents  in  that  office  have  been  ever 
used?— They  are  often  used. 

1 827.  Aie  they  used  by  the  present  charity  commissioners? — I am  not  aware, 

lbe  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  of  charitable  uses  form  only  a part  of  the 
records  of  this  office.  J * 

1828.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fees  for  consulting  them  ?— The  fees  differ  slightly 
fiom  those  fixed  by  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke,  and  Sir  William  Fortescue, 
Master  of  the  Rolls.  The  fee  commissi, oners  reported  upon  this  office  in  May  1818. 

•i  FiliSt  Fr£its  ?ffice? — The  First  Fruits  Office  has  made  no  return  to 

Ve  pffice  is  kept  that  most  valuable  of  our  ecclesiastical  records, 

the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  of  King  Henry  VIII.  I am  very  sorry  to  hear  that 
any  one  should  have  ventured  to  make  an  assertion  respecting  this  record,  which 

may 
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may  be  productive  of  very  mischievous  consequences  to  those  entitled  to  church 
ronerty.  It  has  been  stated,  that  an  unpublished  portion  of  this  record  exists  in 
the  Augmentation  Office.  The  matter  is  so  important,  that  I shall  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing,  before  this  inquiry  closes,  that  the  fragments  alluded  to  formed 
no  portion  of  the  Valor;  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  have  been  very  improper 
to  publish  them. 

1830.  I believe,  in  the  publication  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  there  were  con- 
siderable errors  ; at  least,  it  is  so  remarked  in  the  Agenda,  page  264  ? — The  Valor 
Ecclesiasticus,  is  certainly  not  so  well  edited  as  most  of  the  publications  of  the 
present  board. 

r 1831.  In  consequence  of  those  errors  discovered  in  it,  did  you  take  any  measures 
for  getting  a collation  of  the  transcript  with  the  original  record  ? — It  appears 
from  the  minute  books,  that  the  subject  of  a re-collation  of  the  Valor  was  often 
brought  before  the  board. 

1832.  Did  you  consider  the  commission  justified  in  publishing  a work  that  they 
knew  to  be  very  erroneous  ?—  In  publications  of  this  description,  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  attain  that  degree  of  accuracy  as  regards  proper  names  which  is  de- 
sirable; the  work  was  commenced  prior  to  1810,  and  was  committed  to  a person 
considered  to  possess  the  first  record  skill  of  that  day. 

1833.  Who  was  he?— -Mr.  Caley.  At  that  period  no  person  could  have  been 
found  more  competent  to  the  task  ; the  progress  since  made  in  the  science  of 
records,  however,  has  enabled  us  to  detect  many  errors  in  the  work. 

1834.  It  would  appear,  from  the  entries  in  the  minutes,  that  the  degree  of 
inaccuracy  in  this  book  was  particularly  great,  and  that  the  commissioners  felt  it 
to  be  so ; what  were  the  reasons  that  induced  them,  knowing  its  more  than  usual 
inaccuracy,  to  sanction  the  publication  without  a fresh  collation  ? — Five  volumes 
were  published  long  before  the  present  commission  issued  ; the  fifth  appeared  in 
1825  ; the  board  found  the  sixth  volume  nearly  finished  at  press. 


1835.  What  were  the  unforeseen  difficulties  that  presented  themselves  in  the 
way  of  collation  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  with  the  original  records? — The 
great  expense  and  the  quantity  of  time  that  would  have  been  required ; but  I 
would  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Hunter,  who  wrote  the  preface  to  the 
sixth  volume,  and  under  whose  advice  the  commissioners  came  to  their  ultimate 
decision,  should  be  examined  upon  this  point ; the  printed  Valor,  notwithstanding 
its  defects,  is  a most  useful  and  important  document. 


1836.  Has  the  commission  at  all  carried  on  any  work  in  the  office  of  the  Duchy 
of  Cornwall  ? — The  assistance  of  the  commission  has  not  been  needed  in  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office. 

1837.  Are  the  documents  there  in  a good  condition? — In  general  they  are. 

1838.  Are  they  well  arranged? — They  are  arranged  in  chronological  order 
under  their  respective  titles. 

1839.  Is  easy  access  afforded  to  the  public? — It  is;  but  it  appears  from  the 
return  of  Sir  George  Harrison,  auditor  of  the  Duchy,  dated  the  20th  May  1834, 
that  the  searches  are  few  and  unimportant. 

1840.  Are  the  fees  moderate  ? — I believe  them  to  be  so. 


1841.  Are  there  good  indexes  and  calendars? — There  are,  generally,  indexes 
nominum  et  locorum  attached  to  the  books  ; a general  catalogue  has  been  from  time 
to  time  continued,  and  particular  indexes  to  some  of  the  records  have  been  re- 
cently prepared. 

1842.  Are  those  indexes  and  calendars  shown  to  the  public? — There  are  no 
private  calendars  or  indexes  in  that  office. 

1 843.  Are  the  public  allowed  to  see  all  the  records  in  the  Duchy  Office  without 
exception? — Some  of  the  documents  in  the  office  I have  always  understood  to  be 
the  title  deeds  of  His  Majesty  as  Duke  of  Cornwall ; the  public  ought  not,  I 
think,  to  be  permitted  to  inspect  such  documents  without  restraint. 

1 844.  Sir  Charles  Lemon .]  Are  you  aware  of  any  instances  which  prove  to  you 
whether  the  access  to  those  records  is  or  is  not  so  easy  on  the  part  of  the  public  as 
it  is  represented  to  be  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  instance  which  would  go  to  prove 
that  the  public  has  not  easy  access  to  these  records. 

1845.  The  commission  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  make  any  interference? — 
No,  none  whatever ; the  commission  itself  has  had  copies  made  of  some  docu- 
ments in  the  Duchy  Office ; they  were  intended  for  the  new  edition  of  Rymer?s 
Fcedera. 

0.33.  t 4 1846.  The 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
14  March  1836. 
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C P.  Cooper,  Esq.  1846.  The  Chairman .]  Were  some  Cornish  records  lately  discovered  in  ti, 

Augmentation  Office  ? — Yes,  some  have  lately  been  discovered  there.  6 

14  March  1836.  1847.  Within  how  many  years? — I do  not  know  how  many  years. 

1848.  Were  they  discovered  while  Mr.  Caley  was  keeper,  or  since  his  death? 

— I am  not  quite  sure  whether  they  were  discovered  shortly  before  or  shortlv  nft 
his  death.  y Iter 

1849.  Have  you  had  a correspondence  with  Sir  George  Harrison  upon  tl 
subject? — Yes,  and  with  Sir  Herbert  Taylor;  the  whole  of  that  corresponden  & 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee,  and  will  probably  furnish  the  daf 
of  the  discovery  of  the  records. 

1850.  It  would  appear,  from  that  correspondence,  that  you  were  at  first  in 

dined  to  allow  the  Duchy  Office  to  have  those  records  ?— The  first  impression  ' " 
the  minds  of  several  of  the  commissioners,  and  certainly  the  first  impression  T 
my  own  mind,  was,  that  the  board  had  authority  to  direct  the  transfer  of  t]i° 
records  from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office;  this  im! 
pression  was  produced  by  the  circumstance  of  the  first  commissioners  having 
ordered  a similar  transfer  so  long  ago  as  July  1800.  ® 

1851.  If  the  commissioners  had  had  power,  you  would  have  seen  no  objection 
to  it  ? — I should  not.  As  I have  been  present  at  Mr.  Vincent’s  examination,  I must 
state,  that  the  reason  he  received  no  official  communication  respecting  this  con- 
templated  transfer  was,  that  before  the  board  met  the  power  of  the  commissioners 
to  make  such  an  order  was  questioned  by  one  of  their  own  body ; Mr.  Adlington 
was,  however,  made  acquainted  by  me  with  all  that  was  going  on-  had  the 
board  thought  itself  authorized  to  direct  a removal  of  these  records' from  the 
Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  it  would  have  directed  the 
requisite  letters  to  be1  written  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  before  taking  any  further  steps. 

1852.  But  as  far  as  regards  the  interest  of  the  public,  you  would  not  have  ob- 
jected to  their  being  transferred? — In  my  judgment  it  is  desirable  that  these 
records  should  be  transferred  to  the  Duchy  Office. 

1853.  When  a transcript  of  records  is  desired,  do  you  in  all  cases  obtain  the 

order  of  the  board  ? — It  has  not  been  usual  to  obtain  the  order  of  the  board  for 
making  transcripts.  Under  the  old  commission  it  was  not  customary.  A rule 
judicial  ^ necessary  would  not  only  be  inconvenient,  but  pre- 

1854.  But  in  the  Agenda  notices  appear  of  orders  of  the  board  for  obtaining 
transcripts  r— Generally  speaking,  where  the  expense  of  making  the  transcript 
would  be  great,  or  where  transcripts  were  to  be  made  of  the  Record  Office  at  the 
1 ower  an  order  has  been  obtained;  but  according  to  Mr.  Caley ’s  usage  such  order 
was  not  requisite.  It  has  seldom  preceded  the  making  of  the  transcript.  By  the 
bye  on  looking  over  the  minute  books  on  Saturday  evening,  I found  that  the 
board  in  December  1832  directed  the  foreign  letters  at  the  Tower  to  be  copied. 
Ihese  are  the  documents  which  it  was  the  other  day  suggested  I had  expressed 
a wish  might  be  transcribed  sub  rosd.  The  Committee  must  see  that  it  is  hardly 
iair,  that  after  a lapse  of  three  years  I should  be  called  upon  to  answer  such 
questions  without  having  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  and  the  official  correspondence.  If  the  order  did  not  precede  the  transcrip- 
tion, it  must  have  immediately  followed  it. 

1855  Then  the  only  ground  was  the  difference  of  expense?— In  general  I have 
procured  the  order  of  the  board  where  much  expense  was  to  be  or  had  been  in- 
curred.  It  has  been  my  method,  although  it  was  not  that  of  Mr.  Caley’s,  not- 
wi  is  an  mg  in  his  time  transcription  cost  often  four  times  and  three  times,  and 
a ways  wice  as  much  as  it  has  cost  since.  It  is  impossible,  however,  that  re- 
course  can  always  be  had  to  the  board.  You  might  as  well  propose  to  consult 
the  cormmssioners  respecting  each  letter  received  and  written.  The  documents 
ht  for  the  new  edition  of  llymer’s  Fcedera  are  scattered  in  every  part  of  the  empire 
nd  ot  Lurope.  Is  the  board  to  be  summoned  each  time  that  documents  fit  for 
transcription  are  discovered  ? 

l856.  Did  you  pay  Mr.  Baker  Gd.  per  folio  for  transcribing  ?— He  receives  ■ 
cZf-  per  *°  10  i 1 believe  he  demanded  at  one  time  to  be  paid  at  the  rate 


of  Gd. 


1857.  Was  Mr.  Devon  engaged  to  furnish  transcripts  at  8 d.  per  folio?— Mr. 

Devon  was  employed  to  transcribe  soon  after  the  present  commission  was  issued. 

He  eventually  received  only  4 d.  per  folio,  but  it  is  very  possible  that  at  first  lie 

may 
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may  have  proposed  8d.  a folio  as  his  rate  of  remuneration.  The  former  board 
paid  8 d.,  1*-  and  ls.6d.;  and  many  months  elapsed  before  the  existing  board 
. could  satisfy  it  what  was  a fair  price. 

I)  - O Wkart  Q;..  TToriMO  ‘NTJonloc 


:OUld  sausiy  n.  wuai  a iau  price. 

1858.  When  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  printed  his  Privy  Council  Books,  what  tran- 
scripts were  used  for  that  work?— I must  refer  the  Committee  to  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas  himself.  At  this  moment  I have  no  recollection  upon  the  subject. 

1859.  Were  you  aware  that  transcripts  of'some  documents  had  been  made 
that  were  the  property  of  the  commission?— I cannot  say;  a great  many  tran- 
scripts were  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  his  clerks. 

1860.  Is  it  the  fact? — I cannot  answer,  unless  a few  minutes  are  given  me  for 
reviving  my  recollection. 

1861.  Have  you  not  alluded  to  those  transcripts  in  your  work  on  public  re- 
cords?— Very  possibly ; I took  a great  deal  of  pains  to  ascertain  what  transcripts 
had  been  made  at  the  expense  of  the  old  board.  Those  transcripts  were  for  the 
most  part  in  private  hands ; and  as  the  best  means  of  securing  them  for  public 
use,  I printed  a list  of  them  in  the  second  volume  of  my  compilation  on  the 
public  records. 

1862.  You  cannot  say  whether  the  board  was  on  this  occasion  put  to  the  expense 
of  re-transcribing  the  records  of  which  a transcript  originally  existed  ?— Mr.  Baker 
was  employed  to  transcribe  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  compilation  I have  just  mentioned.  Had  he  supposed 
that  any  tianscripts  of  the  Privy  Council  Books  there  alluded  to  could  have 
been  conveniently  used  for  his  publication,  I am  persuaded  he  would  not  have 
put  the  board  to  the  expense  of  new  copies,  however  trifling  that  expense  may 
have  been.  I have  paid  no  bill  of  Mr.  Baker  which  has  not  been  certified  by 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  The  total  expense  of  transcribing  the  text  of  a volume  of 
the  Acts  of  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  is,  I believe,  about  20/. 

1863.  Was  any  order  of  the  board  made  for  Mr.  Devon  to  furnish  transcripts 
for  the  Rotuli  Selecti  •'yin  going  through  the  minute  books  yesterday,  I noticed 
that  in  June  1832  certain  letters  of  Mr.  Devon  relating  to  transcripts  making  by 
him  were  laid  before  it.  T.  he  transcripts  alluded  to  were  certainly  made  with  the 
full  knowledge  of  the  board ; and  it  is  probable  that  these  letters  related  to  them. 

1864.  Are  you  aware  one  of  these  is  a transcript  made  a second  time? — No  ; 
but  all  the  documents  are  short,  and  one  may  have  been  formerly  copied  before  by 
some  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  board.  It  must  depend  however  upon  circum- 
stances whether  such  copy  could  be  used.  A copy  not  made  with  view  to 
printing,  is  generally  of  little  or  no  service.  I said  the  other  day  that  there  was 
an  order  for  printing  this  volume  of  Select  Rolls ; and  undoubtedly  such  order 
was  passed,  although  after  diligent  search  I can  find  only  the  order' for  publica- 
tion. Previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  “ Agenda,”  this  neglect  to  enter  an 
order  in  the  minute  book  was  much  more  like  to  occur  than  at  present. 

IT  ,186J-  Undf  what  authority  has  the  board  printed  and  published  any  works?— 
Under  the  authority  of  the  commission. 

1866.  What  are  the  words  of  the  commission  ?•— That  the  commissioners  shall 
nominate  and  appoint  persons  of  ability,  care  and  diligence  to  be  sub-commis- 
sioners, to  be  employed  under  their  direction  and  control  to  superintend  the 
printing  not  only  of  calendars  or  indexes,  but  of  original  records  and  papers, 
lie  commission  also  enjoins  the  execution  of  the  several  measures  recommended 
ly  die  Report^ of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  made  in  1800 
and  amongst  those  measures  was  the  printing  of  certain  works. 

-l1  a -1  authority  is  in  the  first  section  of  that  commission, 

wlere  it  is  stated  that  it  would  be  beneficial  for  the  public  service  that  certain 
M tie  more  ancient  and  more  valuable  among  the  records  should  be  printed,  and 
men  follows  the  authority  you  have  mentioned  ; but  the  first  notice  and  the  most 
miiaV8’.  at  certam  of  the  more  ancient  and  valuable  among  them  should  be 
pnntea.—ltjs  under  the  authority  of  those  words  construed  with  reference  to 
ne  Keport  ot  the  Select  Committee,  that  various  works  have  been  printed  by  the 
L 'd  , merr°frds-  The  address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which pre- 
tainini  ,1  T'  ?f  tlle  f?st  commiss!™  in  July  1800,  is  also  important  for  ascer- 

ijSS  t kind  of  rec°rds  and  manuscripts  to  be  published, 
within  tl  1 16n  .constl’uil)&  tlie  commission  by  this  aid,  you  have  considered  it 
valncki  e P10vince  of  the  commission  to  printworks  that  were  not  ancient  and 
comm’  ' lec0rds  \~I  have  al^ays  considered  that  it  was  the  province  of  the 
• •jroteston  to  print  manuscripts  although  not  records,  if  they  came  within  the 
u description 
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C.  P.  Cooper , Esq.  description  of  monuments  of  our  early  history,  laws,  and  government.  And  if 

the  Committee  will  permit  me,  I will  give  my  reasons  at  length.  The  authority 

14  March  1836.  of  the  board  has  never  from  its  very  origin,  thirty-five  years  ago,  been  considered 
by  the  commissioners  themselves,  amongst  whom  some  of  the  Judges  have  been 
always  found  (the  Attorney  General  and  Solicitor  and  the  Lord  Advocate  were 
members  of  the  commission  of  1800),  nor  by  the  successive  Governments,  nor  by 
Parliament,  to  have  been  restricted  to  those  occupations  which  are  specified  in 
the  words  of  the  commission  ; and  the  following  statement  will,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  sufficiently  prove  that  the  commissioners  have  had  larger  powers  implied  than 
have  been  expressed  in  their  commission  under  the  Great  Seal ; — 

1.  “The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Public 
Records  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  such  other  public  instruments,  rolls,  books  and 
papers  as  they  shall  think  proper,”  (thus  designated  in  their  first  report,  4th 
July  1800)  “ recommended  various  measures  to  betaken  with  respect  to  offices 
and  repositories  of  records,  and  their  contents,  to  libraries  of  manuscripts,  to 
ancient  historical  and  legal  works,  and  to  state  papers ; and  concluded  by  pro. 
posing  the  appointment  of  a commission,  not  to  perform  those  principal  duties 
only,  which  are  actually  stated  in  the  commission,  but  to  carry  those  measures 
into  execution,  which  were  recommended  in  the  said  report.” 

2.  In  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  King  for  the  furtherance  of 
this  design,  are  these  words  : — 

“It  has  also  appeared  to  us,  that  the  salutary  measures  heretofore  adopted  by 
your  Majesty’s  authority,  for  methodizing  the  contents  of  some  of  the  principal 
repositories  of  your  Majesty's  records  and  papers  of  state,  might  also  be  extended 
to  many  other  repositories,  with  consequences  highly  beneficial  to  the  public 
service  ; and  the  same  motive  which  encouraged  our  predecessors  to  entreat  your 
Majesty’s  directions  for  printing  the  ancient  Records  of  Doomsday,  and  the  Rolls 
of  Parliament,  has  also  induced  us  to  submit  to  your  Majesty’s  wisdom,  our 
desire  of  extending  the  same  measure  to  other  ancient  and  valuable  monuments  of 
our  history,  laws  and  government.”  By  this  nothing  less  can  be  meant  than  the 
propriety  of  publishing  MSS.  and  documents  in  such  repositories  as  are  described 
in  the  appendices  to  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  whether  remaining  of 
record  in  a legal  sense  or  not,  so  that  they  be  essential  to  the  history  and  con- 
stitution of  the  realm. 

3.  After  the  lapse  of  twelve  years  appeared  the  first  report  from  the  com- 
mission thereupon  appointed,  under  this  title : — “ First  Report  from  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  execute  the  measures  recommended  bv  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  respecting  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,”  &c.  Not  only  does  the  title  whereby,  in  that  report  of  1812,  and  in 
the  report  of  1819,  the  commissioners  are  designated,  show,  but  it  is  fully  de- 
monstrated by  the  matter  of  those  reports,  that  they  had  from  the  first  considered 
and  acted  on  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee,  as  the  instructions  by  which  they 
were  to  be  guided  in  fulfilling  their  public  trust. 

The  only  documents  printed  by  the  board  which  do  not  come  within  the  letter 
of  these  instructions,  are  reports  and  other  papers  drawn  up  to  facilitate  the 
execution  of  their  task.  The  Essay  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  to  the  publication  of 
which  an  objection  was  made  in  another  place,  is.  in  truth,  nothing  but  a report. 
There  was  perhaps  an  error  in  sending  it  forth  with  the  inscription  on  the  title- 
page,  “ Printed  by  command  of  His  Majesty  King  William  IV.”  & c. 

1 869.  The  first  work  in  the  first  return  to  Parliament  is  a general  introduction 
to  Doomsday  Book,  is  this  a record  or  manuscript? — No ; this  work  comes  under 
the  head  of  calendars  and  indexes. 

1870.  Do  you  consider  an  introduction  to  Doomsday  Book  a calendar?— I 
consider  the  two  octavo  volumes  in  question  as  a collection  of  indexes.  The 
indexes  to  Doomsday  as  first  published  were  imperfect,  inasmuch  as  they  did 
not  contain  the  names  of  the  tenants  in  capile,  the  “ taini  ministrie,”  holders  of 
manses  in  towns,  &c. ; nor  the  names  of  the  persons  occupiers  of  land  in  the  times 
of  King  Edward  the  Confessor  and  King  Harold,  nor  of  the  persons  in  actual 
possession  as  under-tenants  in  1086,  the  year  in  which  the  survey  was  made. 
The  names  of  the  persons  who  held  lands  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  the  Confessor 
and  Harold  are  of  great  importance,  and  display  the  old  layer  of  population 
existing  at  the  close  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  period,  and  I believe  that  when  the 
Anglo-Saxon  charters  shall  have  been  published,  they  will  throw  great  light  upon 
the  most  obscure  portion  of  our  constitutional  history,  namely,  the  constitution  of 
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the  Wittenagemot.  The  Royal  Charters  of  the  Saxon  period  were  subscribed  by 
the  Earls  and  Thanes  who  were  present  when  they  were  granted,  and  I have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Doomsday  indexes  as  now  completed  will  enable  us  to  identify 
in  many  cases  the  members  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  assemblies.  The  publication 
itself  is  in  my  judgment  strictly  within  the  terms  of  the  commission,  because  it  is 
a collection  of  indexes,  and  those  the  most  valuable  of  their  kind.  I may  mention 
that  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  while  engaged  in  compiling  these  indexes,  was  in  constant 
communication  and  correspondence  with  Mr.  Allen,  who,  as  I have  reason  to 
know,  considers  the  work  as  one,  without  the  aid  of  which  Doomsday  must 
remain  almost  a sealed  letter  to  the  historical  inquirers.  It  was  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr  Allen  that  the  very  curious  abstract  of  the  population  of  the  different  counties 
of  England,  at  the  close  of  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  as  far  as  the  same 
is  actually  recorded  in  the  Doomsday  Survey  was  added. 

1871.  What  then  is  this  in  explanation  of  Doomsday,  is  it  a calendar? — The 
work  is  a collection  of  indexes,  in  addition  to  those  before  published. 

1872.  What  is  the  meaning  then  of  the  phrase,  a General  Introduction  ? — The 
General  Introduction  first  published  in  1816,  is  here  reprinted.  Sir  Henry  Ellis 
had  not  ceased  from  that  time  to  amass  every  species  of  information  calculated  to 
throw  light  upon  the  contents  of  Doomsday ; and  that  information  is  incorporated 
in  this  new  edition  of  the  Introduction.  It  would  have  been  very  unseemly  to 
have  given  the  indexes  alone. 

1873.  Is  it  the  busirfess  of  the  commission  to  print  introductions,  in  the  nature  of 
essays,  in  their  works? — Not  exactly  in  the  nature  of  essays;  but  the  commis- 
sioners would  ill  discharge  their  duty,  by  placing  before  the  public  the  text  of  a 
record,  or  manuscript,  without  any  introduction,  or  other  aid,  for  the  understanding 
of  it. 

1874-  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  That  has  been  the  practice  from 
the  beginning? — Yes. 

1875.  In  the  Harleian  and  Cottonian  collections  ? — Yes.  There  are  very  useful 
prefaces  to  the  catalogue  of  the  Harleian  manuscripts.  There  are  prefaces  also  to 
the  Cottonian  and  Lansdowne  catalogues.  There  is  a very  learned  preface,  as  we 
all  know,  to  the  Statutes;  and  there  is  a very  long  one  to  the  Foedera.  Indeed  most 
of  the  publications  of  the  old  board  have  introductions  or  prefaces. 

1876.  The  Chairman.]  Sir  Henry  Ellis  was  editor  of  this  introduction? — He 
is  the  author  of  it. 

1877.  Can  you  give  the  date  of  the  order  of  the  board  for  printing  it? — I could 
not  find  it  on  Saturday.  The  first  entry,  respecting  this  work,  is  on  the  23d  of  June 
1832 ; but  the  order  for  printing  it  must  have  been  made  previously.  It  was  Mr. 
Bellenden  Ker,  who  suggested  the  expediency  of  affording  greater  facility  for 
the  study  of  Doomsday,  by  the  publication  of  these  octavo  volumes. 

1878.  Do  you  mean  there  is  no  order  for  printing? — No.  There  was  certainly 
an  order  made,  although  I have  not  discovered  it.  Both  the  minute  books,  and 
the  Agenda,  show  that  such  an  order  was  made.  In  Mr.  Caley’s  time,  there  was 
no  Agenda,  either  printed  or  written ; and  the  present  board  did  not  adopt  the 
practice  of  transacting  business,  according  to  a list  of  Agenda,  until  June  1832. 
It  is  apparently  from  the  absence  of  Agenda,  that,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  I 
seem  in  this,  and  some  other  instances,  to  have  omitted  to  enter  on  the  minutes 
what,  most  unquestionably,  was  directed  by  the  board  to  be  done. 

1879.  What  is  the  notice  in  the  Agenda  to  which  you  referred? — “ Introduc- 
tion to  Doomsday  Book.  Letter  from  Mr.  Ellis,  relative  to  the  reprint  of  this 
Introduction,  with  additional  notes,  in  an  octavo  form.”  This  notice  is  at  page  2, 
of  the  printed  Agenda. 

1880.  Do  you  suppose  that  to  precede,  or  succeed,  the  order  for  printing?  — 
It  must,  I think,  have  succeeded  it ; but  I ought  not  to  answer  positively,  without 
perusing  the  letter  produced  to  the  board.  The  order  made  on  the  23d  June  1832, 
was,  that  the  secretary  do  desire  Mr.  Ellis  also  to  prepare  a list  of  all  the  pos- 
sessors of  lands  named  in  Doomsday,  who  were  also  possessors  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Confessor. 

18S1.  Then  this  was  not  the  original,  then  published  for  the  first  time  by  Sir 
Henry  Ellis  ? — It  was  original,  as  regards  the  indexes. 

1882.  How  much  of  the  two  volumes  was  original  ? — The  greater  proportion  is 
original.  Ihe  whole  of  the  second  volume  is  original.  About  one-third  of  the 
first  volume  is  also  qriginal. 

1883.  Was  any  estimate  submitted  to  the  board  of  the  expense  of  this  work 
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C.  P.  Cooper , Esq.  before  it  was  printed  ? — I do  not  recollect,  I do  not  think  it  probable  that  anv 

estimate  was  formally  submitted  to  the  board.  ^ 

14  March  1836.  ] 884.  Was  any  written  engagement  made  with  Sir  Henry  Ellis? — No. 

1885.  What  engagement  was  made? — 1 do  not  recollect  that  any  specific  en 
gagement  was  entered  into  with  him.  The  work  was  undertaken  at  the  time  when 
the  board  was  endeavouring  to  acquire  information  respecting  the  rate  of  remune 
ration  of  compilers,  editors  and  transcribers.  Sir  Henry  Ellis  received  300/.  for 
composing,  compiling  and  editing  the  two  volumes.  The  price  usually  now  paid 
for  editing  an  octavo  volume,  comprising  the  text  of  a record  or  manuscrint 
is  150/. 

1886.  That  is  the  rate  you  have  paid  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  ? — Yes  ; he  receives 

150/.  for  the  editorship  of  each  volume  of  the  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  the  Priw 
Council.  ^ 

1887.  Do  you  make  no  difference  between  editing  an  entirely  new  work,  and  re- 
editing  a work  a great  proportion  of  which  had  been  before  the  public  ?— -That 
would  depend  upon  circumstances.  The  work  under  consideration  must,  I think 
be  regarded  as  an  original  composition,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  an  original 
compilation. 

1888.  Should  you  then  call  that  an  original  composition  when  a great  part  of 
it  had  been  printed  by  the  former  commission? — It  is  true  that  the  whole  of  it  is 
not  an  original  composition,  but  the  indexes  which  form  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  two  volumes  were  compiled  for  the  first  time. 

1889.  Do  you  think  that  the  labour  of  framing  this  calendar  was  such,  and  that 
the  labour  expended  on  the  two  volumes,  though  a portion  was  not  original,  was 
such  as  to  entitle  Sir  Henry  Ellis  to  the  same  pay  as  if  they  had  been  two  entire 
original  volumes  ? — If  the  whole  of  the  two  volumes  had  been  original  I do  not 
think  the  300  /.  would  have  been  an  adequate  remuneration.  I think  a very  high 
order  of  talent  and  learning  requisite  to  such  a work  as  the  introduction  and  indexes 
to  Doomsday.  An  inferior  degree  of  abilities  and  knowledge  may  in  general  suffice 
to  pass  through  the  press,  the  transcript  of  a manuscript  or  record.  All  that  is 
necessary  in  the  latter  case  is  an  accurate  collection  of  the  printed  sheets  with  the 
original  document. 

1 890.  In  consequence  of  the  matters  then  under  the  deliberation  of  the  board 
has  any  fixed  rate  of  remuneration  for  editors  been  adopted  ? — The  general  rate  of 
remuneration  cannot  be  made  applicable  to  every  case.  But  it  may  be  stated  that 
where  the  editor  has  no  other  duty  to  perform  than  to  collate  the  transcript  made 
by  his  clerk  with  the  original  record  or  manuscript,  and  to  write  a short  preface, 
and  occasionally  to  place  a note  at  the  foot  of  a page,  the  remuneration  is  150/. 
for  an  octavo  volume;  for  a folio  volume  the  payment  is  21.  2 s.  per  sheet.  Where 
the  work  is  compilation  and  not  collation,  the  sums  I have  mentioned  would  not, 
in  most  instances,  be  an  adequate  remuneration. 

1891.  In  what  manner  do  you  engage  the  editors  of  works,  have  you  written 
engagements  with  them  ? — In  some  instances  written  engagements  have  been  made. 
A written  engagement  was  entered  into  with  Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  The  board  which 
met  at  Mr.  Spring  Rice’s  in  December  last,  ordered  that  in  future  the  engagements 
of  all  persons  employed  in  the  service  of  the  board  should  be  as  much  as. possible 
in  writing,  specifying  the  nature  of  the  service  and  terms  of  remuneration.  That 
order  was  made  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet. 

1892.  Do  you  mean  that  hitherto  the  engagements  have  been  frequently 
written?  There  has  been  rarely  any  occasion  to  make  written  engagements  with 
the  editors  of  works  ; most  of  the  works  now  proceeding  at  press  are  edited  by 
gentlemen  who  receive  fixed  salaries,  and  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  paid  by  the 
volume  or  the  sheet,  the  rate  of  remuneration  has  been  fixed  by  previous  settlements 
of  account.  At  first  it  was  certainly  not  expedient  that  any  final  arrangement 
should  be  come  to.  The  board  required  information  before  it  could  undertake  to 
determine  the  proper  payments  either  for  compilation,  collation  or  transcription, 
and  the  public  has  gained  much  by  this  caution  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners. 
The  payments  are  not  only  much  smaller  than  those  made  by  the  old  commis- 
sion, but  they  are  considerably  less  than  those  first  contemplated  by  the  present 
board.  In  some  cases,  notwithstanding  the  experience  the  commissioners  have 
had,  the  kind  of  work  being  new,  they  find  it  difficult  to  enter  into. any  specific 
engagement  with  the  editor  until  some  progress  has  been  made  in  printing.  For 
instance,  Sir  Henry  Ellis  is  employed  upon  a volume  of  records,  supplemental  to 
Doomsday,  consisting  of  territorial  surveys  to  the  time  of  King  John,  and  also 

upon 
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nn  a territorial  survey  of  lands  in  Wales  of  the  time  of  Edward  III.  Respecting  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

this  last.  I believe  he  is  in  communication  with  Mr.  Williams  Wynn.  Now,  Sir  

Henry  Ellis  is  both  transcriber  and  editor  ; and  the  board  has  not  hitherto  made  any  H March  1836. 
engagement  with  him,  as  yet  there  has  been  no  work  performed  under  its  direction 
which  affords  a just  standard  for  the  remuneration  to  be  awarded  in  this  case. 

1 893.  At  what  period  with  Sir  Henry  Ellis  shall  you  make  a definite  engage- 
ment?—It  would  not  be  expedient  to  make  a definite  engagement  at  present. 

1894.  What  are  the  difficulties  with  regard  to  that  particular  work? — Until 
some  further  progress  has  been  made  such  engagements  would  probably  turn  out 
to  be  unfair,  either  towards  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  or  else  towards  the  public.  Within 
the  last  month  an  unexpected  difficulty  has  arisen  with  regard  to  the  territorial 
survey  of  Wales.  Sir  Henry  Ellis  has  found  it  necessary  respecting  the  ancient 
names  of  places  in  Wales  to  consult  Mr.  Owen. 

1895.  Do  you  mean  that  until  that  work  is  completed  it  will  be  utterly  im- 
possible to  make  any  engagement  with  Sir  Henry  Ellis? — No;  all  that  I mean  is 
that  until  it  is  ascertained  what  is  the  precise  degree  of  labour  and  skill  required 
for  the  work,  no  definite  arrangement  ought  to  be  come  to;  it  may  turn  out  that 
Sir  Henry  Ellis  will  need  assistance  as  regards  some  part  of  his  undertaking,  and 
if  so,  that  circumstance  might  have  a material  effect  upon  the  terms. 

1896.  Are  estimates  of  the  works  generally  submitted  to  the  board  before  they 
are  undertaken  ? — The  minute  books  show  that  at  first  numerous  estimates  were 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  commissioners  ; but  from  a quarter  where  much  money 
was  formerly  expended,  estimates  have  been  required  in  vain ; this  omission  to 
supply  information  having  been  followed  by  simple  inaction  is  not  much  to  be  re- 
gretted ; in  my  judgment,  if  the  only  object  of  the  commission  be  to  supply 
certain  defects  in  modern  calendars  and  indexes  at  London  and  Edinburgh,  in 
order  to  augment  the  emoluments  of  some  practical  men,  called  record  agents, 
the  sooner  it  is  superseded  the  better.  I always  took  the  object  of  Parliament  to 
be  a nobler  one ; most  of  the  estimates  furnished  to  the  commissioners  relate 
to  the  unfinished  works  of  their  predecessors,  for  the  general  rule  adopted  by  the 
present  board  is  to  undertake  no  publication  which  cannot  be  terminated  in  a rea- 
sonable time  and  at  a moderate  expense.  As  to  publications  of  this  kind,  no  very 
formal  estimate  was  necessary,  as  Lord  Brougham  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  and 
the  secretary  were,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  tolerably  conversant  with  the 
subject,  and  were  not  likely  to  permit  the  public  money  to  be  misapplied  ; they 
have  never  recommended  the  undertaking  of  any  work  which  it  was  at  all  pro- 
bable could  become  an  object  of  private  enterprise  or  speculation,  and  I may 
safely  affirm  that  no  bookseller  in  London  could  have  produced  at  a smaller  ex- 
pense the  volumes  that  have  appeared  under  the  authority  of  the  board  ; I will 
not  say,  it  is  not  expedient  to  say,  that  the  editors  and  transcribers  have  been 
underpaid,  but  certainly  they  have  not  been  overpaid. 

1897.  Who  is  the  editor  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti? — Mr.  Hunter's  name  is  on  the 
title-page  of  this  octavo  volume ; but  Mr.  Devon  was  the  original  editor,  and 
four-fifths  of  the  work  were  finished  at  the  press  when  Mr.  Hunter  was  desired  to 
examine  it ; the  remainder  was  also  prepared  by  Mr.  Devon.  Mr.  Hunter  dis- 
covered many  variations  between  it  and  the  original,  which  are  pointed  out  in  a 
table  of  corrigenda ; some  small  portion  of  it  was  cancelled.  Other  variations 
exist  that  were  not  detected  by  Mr.  Hunter  ; this  arose  in  part  from  the  mode 
of  collation  which  Mr.  Hunter  found  in  use  in  the  office;  he  followed  on  the  roll 
while  Mr.  Devon  read  from  the  book.  There  were  disadvantages  too  under  which 
Mr.  Hunter  lay  in  respect  of  the  editor  whose  work  he  was  examining;  he  was 
assured  by  Mr.  Devon  he  had  taken  much  more  pains  with  this  work  than  with 
the  Chancellor’s  Roll.  Mr.  Hunter  had  reason  to  think  so,  and  no  doubt  believed 
this  little  book  to  be  more  correct  than  it  is  now  alleged  to  be.  Mr.  Hunter  wrote 
the  preface  and  made  the  larger  index  ; I believe  he  placed  his  name  in  the  title- 
page  somewhat  unwillingly.  Every  letter  of  the  text  was  originally  according  to 
Mr.  Devon’s  readings,  and  I am  told  that  nothing  was  placed  in  the  corrigenda 
but  with  his  entire  approbation.  Perhaps  all  the  supposed  variations  may  not  be 
really  such ; it  is  in  some  degree  a question  between  one  record  man  and  another, 
yet  it  is  clear  that  some  important  corrections  might  be  made  besides  those  which 
have  been  made.  I must  observe,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Hunter,  that  he  could  have 
no  idea  that  any  one  would  take  the  appearance  of  his  name  in  the  title-page  except 
in  conjunction  with  the  passage  in  the  preface,  in  which  the  nature  of  his  connexion 
with  the  work  is  explained.  These  select  rolls  and  the  Chancellor’s  Rolls  are  the  only 
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C.  I3. Cooper, Esq.  two  works  produced  by  the  present  commissioners,  of  which,  in  my  humM 
*TT  ' ~ judgment,  they  have  no  reason  to  be  proud.  Those  two  octavo  books  afford  a,/ 
14  * arc  13.  subject  for  a doubtful  kind  of  praise,  a negative  praise.  ^ 

..  1898.  Mr.  Devon  was  also  the  editor  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll? — He  was 

1 899.  In  consequence  of  discovering  the  errors  which  Mr.  Charles  Devon  h H 
made  in  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  you  intrusted  the  superintendence  of  this  wok 
the  Rotuli  Selecti,  to  Mr.  Hunter? — It  was  the  discovery  of  the  incompete !’ 
of  Mr.  Devon  to  write  the  preface  to  the  Chancellor’s  Roll  which  led  to  th'^ 
Mr.  Devon  had  for  some  16  or  17  years  been  both  clerk  at  the  Chapter  HoiT’ 
and  a record  agent,  and  was  of  course  supposed  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
records,  and  capable  of  making  an  accurate  collation  of  any  copy,  printed  ° 
written,  with  the  original he  was  strongly  recommended  to  the  board  by  ju* 
Caley  as  a person  competent  to  undertake  any  task  of  that  description.  m f' 
the  text  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll  was  completed,  Mr.  Devon  wrote  a prefa(,en 
which  was  put  into  type  and  placed  in  my  hands,  and  it  certainly  was  not  such 
as  to  please  me ; at  the  same  time  it  did  not  raise  any  suspicion  in  my  mind  that 
the  roll  was  not  correctly  printed  ; I have  seen  prefaces  to  other  records  very  accu 
rately  printed,  of  which  the  first  drafts  did  not  please  me  a whit  more  than 
Mr.  Devon’s.  I thought  Mr.  Devon  might  be  a very  able  record  man,  but  unable 
to  write  a preface.  It  was  solely  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Devon’s  want  of  literarv 
skill  that  induced  me  to  place  the  Chancellor's  Roll  in  Mr.  Hunter’s  hands  • there 
was  not  the  slightest  suspicion  that  the  text  of  the  record  was  incorrectly  printed 
Mr.  Hunter  being  instructed  to  write  the  preface,  of  course  found  it  necessary  to 
read  the  volume,  and  it  was  then,  and  not  till  then,  discovered  that  Mr.  Devon 
was  altogether  incompetent  for  the  work  he  had  undertaken ; that  notwithstanding 
he  had  spent  his  life  amongst  records,  and  was  strongly  recommended  by  Mr 
Caley,  the  task  of  collation  was  one  above  his  learning  and  skill ; at  the”  same 
time  it  is  but  just  to  Mr.  Devon  to  state,  that  his  work  was  much  more  correct 
than  some  others  that  I could  name,  which,  under  a different  system,  have  cost 
the  country  infinitely  more  than  any  corresponding  publications  of,  the  former 
board,  and  which  are  so  full  of  faults,  that  a table  of  errata  would  be  a new  text 

1 900.  Are  you  aware  that  the  roll  of  letters  patent  has  been  twice  printed  by 

the  present  commission  ?— I am  quite  aware  of  that.  J 

1901.  Why  did  they  print  it  twice  ?-^Until  quite  a recent  period,  there  was  no 
intention  of  printing  the  Patent  Rolls.  The  publication  of  this  specimen,  which 
was  found  to  be  very  curious  and  valuable,  suggested  the  idea  of  publishing  all 
the  1 atent  Rolls  of  John  and  Henry  III.  When  this  important  work  was  deter- 
mined upon,  Mr.  Hardy  was  instructed  to  omit  in  his  volume  the  Patent  Roll 
previously  comprised  in  the  miscellaneous  Chapter  House  volume.  He  was 
however,  so  desirous  that  his  book  should  be  complete  in  itself,  that  he  inserted  in 
it  this  isolated  roll  at  his  own  expense.  • 

1 902.  What  induced  you  originally  to  print  this  stray  Patent  Roll  ?— Because  it 
was  a stray  roll,  and  by  way  of  specimen.  The  board  could  hardly  at  that  time 
Towef6  116  h°Pe  °f  bemg  abIe  t0  gIve  t0  the  C0Untl7  the  early  Patent  Rolls  at  the 

1903.  Was  it  particularly  valuable  r — All  the  Patent  Rolls  are  valuable;  and 
the  most  ancient  ones,  in  my  judgment,  particularly  so. 

1904.  This  was  not  more  valuable  than  the  others ’.-Perhaps  not.  No  portion 
ot  the  English  Patent  Rolls  bad  ever  been  printed  ; hence  the  motive  for  selecting 
this,  to  form  part  of  tins  octavo  volume:  the  whole  expense  of  editing  and 
printing  which,  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  committee,  has  been  very  trifling. 

1905  Are  you  aware  that  of  another  part  of  the  same  volume,  the  “ Rotuli 
bex  ad  Res  Anghcas  spectantes  sub  rege  Henrico  tertio,”  the  transcripts  have  twice 
been  made  ? — It  is  the  first  time  I ever  heard  of  it. 

MrSxLy*** the  trarlSCript  made  by  Mr-  Devon?— The  transcripts  were  made  by 

1907.  For  that  work?— For  that  volume  of  Select  Rolls. 

190c  . Are  they  not  the  same  you  allude  to,  in  your  enumeration  of  miscella-- 
neous  transcripts,  in  page  349,  of  the  second  volume  of  your  work  on  public 
records,  Proceedings  pursuant  to  the  Edict  of  Kenilworth  ?"-I  am  not  aware. 
The  transcripts  there  mentioned  by  me  were,  I rather  think,  made  by  Sir  Francis 
Palgraye  and  his  clerks.  The  whole  cost  of  these  transcripts  cannot  have  been 
many  shillings.  1 

1909.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  will  be  able  to  tell  us  that?— I shall  be  able  to 

answer 
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nswer  the  question  the  next  time  I come  here,  if  it  be  worth  while  to  make  any 
'nquiry  upon  the  subject.  It  is  certainly  new  to  me,  that  any  part  of  the  records 
^mprised  in  Mr.  Devon’s  volume  had  been  transcribed  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

lqio.  You  are  aware  there  are  a great  many  inaccuracies  in  this  volume,  the 
Eotuli  Select!  ?-Yes,  a great  many.  , „ 

]qii.  Are  you  aware  how  many  copies  have  been  sold? — Very  tew  copies 
have  been  sold.  I should  be  sorry  to  hear  that  there  was  any  demand  in  that 
line  for  any  of  the  publications  of  the  board.  Such  a circumstance  would  show, 
that  the  commissioners  had  made  a mistake  in  their  selection.  I think  they  should 
edit  no  record,  or  manuscript,  the  sale  of  which  would  reimburse  the  expenses. 
They  should  undertake  no  publication  likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  a book- 
seller. Nearly  all  the  copies  of  works  that  appear  under  the  authority  of  the 
board  are  presented,  in  His  Majesty’s  name,  to  different  libraries  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  abroad.  A few  copies  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  a bookseller  to 
give  historians  and  antiquarians  the  opportunity  of  purchasing.  It  has  been  found 
that  this  is  necessary.  _ 

1912.  Then  historians  and  antiquarians  expend  very  little  of  their  money  in 
purchasing  the  works  of  the  commission? — I am  glad  of  it.  They  ought  to 
have  the  works  for  nothing,  and  I hope  that  in  general  they  obtain  them  for 
nothing.  Their  pursuits  cost  them  dear  enough.  It  is  for  their  assistance  that 
the  works  of  the  board  are  principally  intended ; and  it  would  be  a mockery 
if  they  could  only  procure  such  works  by  way  of  purchase. 

1913.  Now  the  Chancellor’s  Roll? — The  Chancellor’s  Roll  was  supposed  to  be 
a Pipe  Roll.  It  is  described  as  a Pipe  Roll  in  the  return  made  by  Sir  George 
Rose,  as  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House,  to  the  Select  Committee  of  1800,  and  in  the 
order  of  the  board  made  the  1 1th  February  1832,  for  transcribing  and  printing  it  it 
is  also  described  as  a duplicate  of  a Pipe  Roll  of  the  reign  of  John,  and  it  appears 
from  a note  to  that  order,  that  it  was  intended  as  a specimen.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  remind  this  Committee  that  the  Pipe  Rolls,  are  some  of  the  most 
ancient  records  which  we  possess,  and  they  have  a peculiar  value,  as  they  help 
to  fill  up  the  gap  in  the  materials  for  our  early  history  which  exists  between  the 
period  of  the  Doomsday  Survey  and  the  commencement  of  the  regular  series 
of  Chancery  Rolls  in  the  reign  of  John.  No  portion  of  these  records  had  ever 
been  published,  with  the  exception  of  extracts,  which  are  for  the  most  part  to  be 
found  in  Madox’s  elaborate  History  of  the  Exchequer ; and  the  board  naturally 
therefore  directed  its  attention  to  the  means  of  putting  the  public  in  possession  of 
the  contents  of  those  documents.  Mr.  Caley  was,  as  I well  recollect,  consulted 
upon  the  subject,  and  gave  the  board  no  hopes  of  being  able  to  attain  this  object. 
The  difficulty  arose  out  of.  the  nature  of  the  establishment  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Pipe.  But  being  resolved  to  leave  no  means  of  overcoming  that  difficulty  untried 
I paid  many  visits  to  the  office,  and  from  long  conversations  I had  with  the 
persons  having  the  custody  of  those  records,  it  occurred  to  me  as  a likely  mode  of 
removing  their  repugnance  or  indifference  to  the  proposal  of  the  commissioners, 
that  such  of  the  Pipe  Rolls  as  were  in  other  repositories  should  be  printed.  This 
was  the  origin  of  the  publication  of  the  Chancellor's  Roll,  as  it  has  turned  out  to 
be.  I should  mention  as  confirmatory  of  this  statement,  that  there  are  two  Pipe 
Rolls  or  Chancellor’s  Rolls  at  the  Tower,  and  that  it  appears  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  the  22d  January  1833,  that  it  was  proposed  that  the  same  should  be 
transcribed  and  printed,  but  no  order  was  made  in  consequence  of  the  Secretary 
omitting  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to  the  matter  ; but  at  the 
next  board,  the  11th  February  1833,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  two  Pipe  Rolls  or 
Chancellor's  Roll  at  the  Tower,  6th  of  Richard  I.  and  the  7th  of  John,  should  be 
transcribed  and  printed,  and  that  the  secretary  should  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
that  purpose.  This  is  the  origin  of  the  publication  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll  of 
the  reign  of  John  preserved  at  the  Chapter  House.  With  reference  to  the 
volume  itself,  Mr.  Hunter  wrote  the  preface  to  supply  the  place  of  the  one 
written  by  Mr.  Devon,  and  which  was  condemned.  Mr.  Hunter  did  not  attempt 
to  mend  the  indexes.  He  suppressed  the  comparison  of  the  'Chancellor’s  Roll 
with  the  correspondent  Pipe  Roll,  because  much  of  it  was  a comparison  of  a 
faulty  copy  of  one  with  the  pure  original  of  the  other.  He  purified  the  text  from 
very  numerous  errors,  partly  by  cancellations  and  partly  by  a table  of  corrigenda. 
He  communicated  to  Mr.  Protheroe,  and  to  the  secretary,  the  state  in  which  he 
found  the  volume,  and  the  impossibility  of  making  it  what  it  might  be  desired  to 
be,  and  that  he  could  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  as  one  who  lent  some 
assistance  to  the  editor  at  the  latest  moment  of  his  labours. 

0-33-  u 4 19M-  It 


C.  P.  Cooper , Esq. 


14  March  1836. 
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C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  1914-  It  is  stated  in  the  preface  that  it  is  selected,  not  on  account  of  its  pee 
— - liar  curiosity,  but  on  account  of  the  greater  facilities  afforded  for  the  purpose  Uf 

14  March  1836.  transcription  and  collation,  do  you  think  that  a sufficient  reason  for  putting  th 
public  to  the  expense  of  publishing  a work  without  any  peculiar  curiosity  attach 
ing  to  it? — There  may  be  no  peculiar  curiosity  attached  to  this  particular  Chancel* 
lor’s  Roll.  But  I deny  that  the  series  of  Chancellor’s  Rolls  is  not  both  curious  and 
important.  This  roll  of  the  3d  of  John  is  in  a much  more  perfect  state  of  Dr 
servation  than  the  corresponding  Pipe  Roll,  numerous  passages  of  which  s a/ 
decayed  and  illegible. 

1915.  Is  not  the  facility  of  access  to  a document  the  very  reason  why  vo 
should  not  print  it  ? — Yes ; but  only  where  it  is  likely  that  such  facility  of  acces' 
will  lead  others  to  print.  My  notions  on  the  sufficiency  of  transcribing  have  un 
dergone  a considerable  change  since  the  year  1832. 

1916.  Particularly  when  it  is  stated  it  is  not  peculiarly  curious  ?— That  state- 
ment  only  means  it  is  not  more  curious  than  others  of  the  same  class.  The  real 
motives  for  printing  this  roll  I have  stated  without  disguise ; the  desire  to  present 
the  historian  and  antiquary  with  a specimen  of  these  records,  and  to  pave  the  wav 
to  the  transcription  and  publication  of  the  rolls  in  the  Pipe  Office. 

1917.  The  motive  of  publication  then  was  to  get  into  the  Pipe  Office  ?— That 
was  one  motive  only. 

1918.  Do  you  think  that  a commission  is  authorized  to  publish  works  in  order 
to  get  into  an  office  ? — I am  not  sure  that  it  would  be  improper  to  publish  a sincr]e 
octavo  volume  with  that  view  only,  supposing  that  certain  measures  were  enjoined 
such  commission,  and  successive  governments,  in  spite  of  frequent  representations 
neglected  to  confer  the  power  requisite  for  the  execution  of  such  measures.  But 
I deny  that  the  only  motive  for  printing  this  Chancellor’s  Roll  was  to  get  into  an 
oflice  ; that  would  not,  I submit,  be  a fair  inference  from  what  I have  said. 

1919.  Are  you  aware  that  out  of  366  pages,  208  were  cancelled  ?— I am  not 
aware  of  that. 

1920.  Is  it  not  stated  in  this  Return?— The  King’s  Printer’s  Return?  I think 
I understand  what  you  mean.  Mr.  Devon  collated  this  Chancellor’s  Roll  with 
the  corresponding  Pipe  Roll,  and  printed  the  results  in  an  appendix,  which  ex- 
tended to  about  100  pages.  His  introduction  also  exceeded  50  pages.  All  this 
together  with  other  parts  of  the  volume,  was  cancelled.  Possibly  in  all  206 
pages  may  have  been  cancelled,  but  not  206  pages  out  of  366  pages.  Whatever, 
however,  may  have  been  the  amount  of  cancels,  the  cost  was  deducted  from  Mr’ 
Devon’s  remuneration,  so  that  the  public  has  suffered  no  loss  in  that  respect. 
The  expense  too  of  the  errors  in  the  volume  of  Select  Rolls  has  also  been  borne 
by  their  author,  who,  I must  say,  has  in  all  my  transactions  with  him  shown  him- 
self a most  worthy  and  honourable  man. 

1921.  Are  you  aware  of  what  the  expense  of  this  work  was  ? — I do  not  recol- 

lect; the  printing  and  paper,  including  the  corrections,  would  probably  come  to 
about  250/.  r J 

1922.  There  is  a third  volume  to  the  calendar  of  the  proceedings  in  Chancery 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; what  was  the  reason  for  printing  this  work? — 
The  present  commission  found  the  volume  unfinished. 

1923.  It  is  in  folio? — Yes. 

1 924.  Who  is  the  editor  ? — Mr  Bayley . 

1925.  Was  any  agreement  made  by  the  board  with  Mr.  Bayley,  or  did  he  go 

on  upon  his  old  engagement  i — A new  engagement  was  made,  but  I forget  the 
terms  of  it.  0 

1926.  At  the  time  that  Mr.  Bayley  was  acting  as  the  editor  of  that  work,  was 
an  investigation  going  on  very  materially  affecting  Mr.  Bayley ’s  character  for 

onesty?-  I he  investigation  alluded  to  was  not  commenced  until  the  third  volume 
ot  the  Chancery  Calendars  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  had  been  completed. 

1927.  Alter  the  commencement  of  that  investigation,  you  did  not  intrust  him 
with  any  work  ? — No. 

1928.  Now  the  third  volume  of  the  calendar  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  in 

the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ? — That  volume  was  left  incomplete  by  the  old 
board.  r 

1929.  Division  three  of  volume  two  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  in  the  reign 
pi  Edward  II.?— It  consists  of  alphabetical  digests,  which  had  been  brought 
down  to  letter  S.  at  the  time  the  present  commission  issued. 

1930.  This 
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1930.  This  is  a continuation?— The  volume  was  unfinished;  the  board  has 

completed  it. 

1931.  Rotuli  Literarum  Clausarum  in  Turri  Londinensi?— That  is  a work  „f 

the  present  board.  -mans  a work  of 

1932.  That  is  one  of  the  works  of  which  you  expressed  yourself  in  verv 
laudatory  terms  on  a former  examination  ?— The  volume  of  Close  Rolls  is  an 
valuable  accession  to  our  historical  materials;  it  is  very  well  edited  too 

,933.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  the  order  of  the  board  for  printing  that  ? 

-I  can  turn  to  the  order  if  necessary  ■ it  was  made  early  in  1832  8 

1934.  The  editor  of  this  work  is  Mr.  Hardy?— Yes. 

1935;  How  came  it  that  that  work  was  printed  three  months' before  the  order 
for  the  transcript, on  was  sent  to  Mr.  Petrie  ?-I  am  not  aware  that  such  was  fhe 


1936.  I have  it  in  the  return  from  Mr.  Petrie  that  the  order  fnr  tv*r • +• 
dated  2d  May  1832,  it  is  stated  in  the  return 

put  in  type  the  2d  February  1832,  and  printed  off  the  22d  March”  T,b  WaS 
been  customary  to  forward  to  keepers  of  record  offices  fold  orYre  I “ 
documents  in  their  custody.  Such  orders  have  novor  W , ers  *°r  C0Pying 
as  I recollect,  except  in  [he  case  of Z exffi”vo£  "■  T“  " ^ 

undertaken  at  the  Tower.  Mr.  Hardy  was  a clerk  at  the  ianscnPtl0n  to  be 

« at  his  desire  that  I wrote  to  Mr  P™  e If  I did  u j I’  w 1 SUPPose  k 

stated,  it  was  because  it  had  not  been  SULVSwS&d"  f-  fe  ** = tim? 
requisite.  The  Close  Rolls  was  the  ' WaS 

commission  at  the  Tower  As  to  the  remark  made  durino  ffie  cLree  SThis 
inquiry,  that  it  appears  from  the  King’s  printer’s  return  thst  thl  • . th'® 
works  was  often  commenced  before  the  date^f  the  order  of  the  wi  P11"11".®.  of 
it,  I have  already  explained  that  circumstance  It  is  usual  p eviimslv  re*110"? 1 = 
being  passed,  to  put  a specimen  in  type,  and  to  produce  i/tnX  ? * ?n.order 

for  then  approbation  This  was  the  practice  of  the  old  board.  H COmmissloners 

1 937 • Did  you  think  it  proper  to  follow  this  nrpppdpnt  in  • • 

-The  course  appears  to  me  to  be  a very  convenient  one  ' Tt  W ^mmisslon  r 
doners  a better  opportunity  of  satisfying  themselves  as  to  tfe^ediencv”^ 
undertaking  a work,  and  as  to  the  form  in  which  ( ifit  ism,l»rrak„ V.P  i 7 1 

c^!Te^ 

publication;  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  is  sufficiently  occupied  at  present  * Pr°P°Sed 
1938-  But  the  transcripts  for  this  work  Cthe  Plnco  i?nn  'i  ^ . t 

S -*•  X 

«§r-e  ta-aatcaar  *- » •**« - . 


mi.  , ' ms  uihcrenon. 

jff',  h‘S  W#rk  y°U  C0,,Slde,'  -Peculiarly  creditable  to  the  commission?. 


-aa  K titeas*  - *• — «-  *- 

Si^  ‘ kat  ‘I16  ,whoIe  iunds  of  thc  commissi™  -ot 

■ot;  an  unincumbered g™t  tf  10  Onn'/  y°“  *7  ^ “S  ^ ?~N°.  1 d» 

■ now  uninc^hered6!  w \ T S0"7  s*7>  g~t  is  not 


oven  now  unincumbered)  would  of  course  enable  T SOn7  *°  Sa7’  ““  grant  is  not 
volume ; the  total  cost  of  wbiel,  f ? Vna.ble  (1  e commission  to  complete  a 
would  not  exceed  1 800  / R A' and  paper, 

of  printing  the  earlfest  of  JK S ££  ^ 

11  e commissioners  resolved  to  nrint  Ji  ^ , At  the  period  when 


a ‘ eacn  series  ot  roJis  at  the  Tower  At  thc 


«TtenWthaffTed  great,  Ca"‘i0n’  0n  ™ning  to  the  mtaute  book, It 
h '0  be  regulid  hv ' Z-.  Tf  ^ advance  of  the  printing 

0.33  8 7 amount  of  the  funds  that  may  be  placed  at  the  disposal 

x of 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
14  March  1836. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  of  the  board,  and  the  expense  of  the  other  necessary  operations  now  carrying  on.” 

These  other  operations,  at  the  period  in  question,  perhaps  furnished  to  the  board 

14  March  1836.  ample  employment,  without 

1943.  Ample  employment,  that  would  confer  more  glory  upon  it? — There  were 
volumes  half  finished  at  press,  and  which  it  was  requisite  to  complete.  It  would 
not  have  been  right  to  abandon  these,  merely  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  the  new 
work. 

194,}.  What  was  theveason  for  suspending  that  work? — The  immediate  reason' 
was  a difference  with  Mr.  Hardy,  as  to  his  remuneration.  The  continued  suspen- 
sion is  attributable  to  the  want  of  funds. 

1945.  Was  Mr.  Hardy  dismissed  in  consequence  of  that  dispute  ?— -No. 

394 6.  Was  not  he  dismissed? — No. 

1 947.  Is  there  not  a letter  from  you  extant,  stating  that  he  was  dismissed  ?— , 
Not  as  I understood  that  letter  when  I wrote  it,  as  I have  understood  it  since,  and 
as  I understand  it  now. 

1948.  Was  not  Mr.  Hardy’s  dismissal  discussed  at  the  board,  and  confirmed ? 
—No. 

1949.  Was  not  the  alleged  reason,  for  the  suspension  of  the  work,  some  personal 
offence  that  Mr.  Hardy  had  given  you,  in  a letter  written  to  you? — No. 

1950 . Was  not  that  reason  stated  to  the  board? — No. 

3951.  The  construction  you  put  upon  your  letter  is,  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  not 
dismissed  at  all  ? — The  correspondence,  of  which  that  letter  forms  part,  will  show 
that  he  was  not  dismissed ; I had  no  power  to  dismiss  him. 

1952.  But  the  work  was  suspended  partly  on  account  of  those  differences 
between  you  and  Mr.  Hardy  ? — The  work  was  suspended  for  one  reason ; it  has 
continued  to  be  suspended  for  another  reason ; both  reasons  have  been  already 
stated  by  me. 

1953.  Then  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hardy,  that  was  considered  so  disrespectful  to  you, 
was  not  any  cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  work  ? — I never  in  my  life  suffered 
private  feelings  to  interfere  with  public  duties. 

1 954.  I do  not  mean  to  assume  that  you  call  these  private  feelings  : has  not  this 
letter  been  made  the  subject  of  discussion  a.t  the  board  ? — Which  letter  ? 

1955.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Hardy,  which  was  considered  disrespectful  to  you?— 

I am  not  sure  which  letter  is  meant ; Mr.  Hardy  printed  a memorial  containing 
many  of  my  letters,  which  I certainly  never  expected  to  hear  of  again  after  they 
were  written. 

1956.  What  order  was  made  upon  the  memorial  ? — The  board  made  no  order 
upon  such  memorial.  The  object  of  the  memorial  was,  under  the  circumstances, 
quite  unintelligible. 

1957.  Do  you  mean  at  this  board,  at  which  I presume  you  were  present,  no 
. mention  was  made  of  this  letter  of  Mr.  Hardy’s? — No,  I do  not  mean  that  no 

one  made  mention  of  a letter  written  by  Mr.  .Hardy. 

3958.  Was  that  letter  of  Mr.  Hardy’s  stated  as  an  offence  on  his  part? — 

I do  not  recollect  that  I first  drew  attention  to  any  particular  letter  of  Mr. 
Hardy’-. 

3 9,59.  It  was  not  so  stated  to  the  board  ? — Mr.  Hardy  had  printed  his  memorial 
containing  letters  written  both  by  himself  and  by  me ; that  memorial  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners. 

3 960.  Did  you  not  state  that  letter  to  the  board  as  a matter  of  offence  by  Mr. 
Hardy  against  you  ? — I should  like  to  know  which  letter  it  is  that  you  allude  to. 

1961.  The  letter  in  which  he  speaks  of  your  great  increase  of  professional 
business  ? — There  is  such  a letter.  The  subsequent  correspondence  will  sho„w  it  had 
310  influence  whatever  on  my  conduct  towards  Mr.  Hardy. 

1962.  Did  you  state  it  as  a personal  offence  against  you  ? — Lord  Brougham 
made  some  remark  upon  the  letter:  that  the  smell  of  musty  records  seemed  to 
produce  a disposition  to  sneering. 

3963.  Is  this  work  that  confers  so  much  glory  upon  the  commission  now  going 
on? — No,  the  fault  is  not  with  the  board.  I have  before  me  the  order  made  upon 
the  production  of  this  memorial  of  Mr. Hardy.  It  is  in  these  words  : — “ Mr.  Hardy’s 
memorial— Ordered,  that  Mr.  Hardy’s  pecuniary  claim  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  pecuniary  claims  of  Mr.  Cole.” 

3964.  That  is  all  the  notice  taken  of  Mr.  Hardy? — It  is. 
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Mercurii,  160  die  Martii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Buller. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 


Mr.  C.  Villiers: 

Mr.  Pusey. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn. 
Dr.  Bowring. 


Mr.  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Edward  Protheroe,  jun.  Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  a paper.] 

• ’rt5'  paper  you  hand  in  is  the  report  of  the  committee  respect- 

Sure  ?-YesePanCleS  " ret“mS  ma<Je  ‘°  ParIiament  and  real  expen- 

1-966.  Those  returns  were  not  laid  before  the  commissioners  before  they  were 
presented  to  Parliament  P— No.  3 

1967.  Mr.  Cooper  alone  is  responsible  for  them  r — Certainly ; because  I do  not 
“tot  that  any  returns  are  authorized  by  the  commission  unless  they  are  previously 
milted  to  the  board  ; and  had  I been  in  Parliament  I should  have  objected  to  any 
returns  being  printed,  unless  they  had  been  referred  back  to  our  board.  ' ■ 

JTPears  ™ • dem  of  books  alone  there  is  a discrepancy  of  about 

pal.  ?— I think  something  between  200 1.  and  300  / f 1 

1969.  Did  you  agree  in  this  report  ?-I  agreed  to  that  report,  on  the  under- 
standing that  I should  append  a separate  note  respecting  the  instructions  riven  to 
tie  Bishop  of  Llandaff  and  myself,  which  instead  of  being  as  I had  proposed  and 
thought  had  been  approved  by  the  board,  simply  directed  us  to  examine  into  the' 
accuracy  of  the  returns  to  Parliament,  presented  in  1833  or  1834;  my  proposi- 
t,on  having  been  that  we  should  form  an  analysis  of  the  expenditure  from  the 
commencement  of  this  commission  to  the  present  day.  I had  not  originally  men- 
honed  the  returns,  and  I only  noticed  them  when  Mr.  Cooper  asserted  that  they 
cmtamed  the  information  I desired.  I was  then  constrained  to  mention  my  belief 
0 them  inaccuracy.  The  report  of  this  committee  and  two  separate  notes  of 
mine  aie  now  before  this  Committee.  * 

Is  thatm  conformity  with  the  account  as  since  made  out?— I think  I 
■ f ml  to  fheT  T my ,eV‘dence  that  1 bad  a‘rention  called  by  a friend 

between  ‘it  t n®  °f  th„at  “atement’  “d  the  discrepancies  that  existed 
accommnies  the  * E returns  to  Parliament,  and  a document  upon  that  subject 
oT  t P-  but  1 have  110  copy  of  this  paper  to  deliver  in 

and  theCr»?mitt?  ’v  er  hlbltS  *0  discrepancies  between  the  estimate  in  the  Agenda 
and  the  returns  to  Parliament,  and  the  account  as  analyzed  by  myself. 

■ inent?— No  Statement  “ tbe  AgC“da  did  not  agree  with  the  returns  to  Parlia- 
1972.  Did  it  agree  with  the  real  expenditure  ? — No. 

commission0  dfdiff™  “‘r  tl,ree  f thf^  sl?tem<:nts  of  «>e  .expenditure  of  the 
*r.TsLfi^Tbg/r^eaah  oth,er  ?— Xes,  they  all  three  differ  from  each 
seen  tL  accounts!  * he  WaS  mserted  in  the  Agenda  I had  not 

PMiffialfudeS W'  Can  y°\™  any  my  account  for  the  discre- 

perfectly  rerfnin  * lree  accou.nts  No>  1 cannot  account  for  it ; but  I am 

PersonV  nofh  L rf  °UF  waY  of  doing  business  was  different  from  every  other 
such  a g llkG  aCTCUraCy,"!lth  resPect  t0  accounts  could  be  the  result  of 

1 have  snol'n  ^ T?*  Jt  W0.uId  be  desirable  that  I should  now  state,  that  when 
perfectly  inarmr*  occa®IO“s  .9f  the  ledger,  I have  adopted  a word  I conceive 

that  word  hip  1CaSf  J°  aiJy  book  in  tbe  custody  of  the  commission;  I have  used 
o , ° because  it  has  been  adopted  by  other  persons ; had  such  a book  as  the 
x 2 ledger 


E.  Protheroe,  jun. 
Esq. 
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ledger  been  kept,  there  could  have  been  no  difficulty  in  producing  the  information 
I desired  ; information  without  which  the  commission  is  utterly  incompetent  to  dis- 
charge its  duty,  and  the  commissioners  and  secretary  thoroughly  incapable  of 
forming  a correct  opinion  on  the  conduct  and  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
commission. 

1975.  Chairman.']  In  June  1 833,  I believe  you  drew  up  a synopsis  of  the  com- 
mission’s expenditure? — Do  you  refer  to  a synopsis  mentioned  in  the  Agenda. 

1976.  Yes? — That  synopsis  was  not  of  the  expenditure  of  the  commission,  but 
of  the  work  being  done  under  the  commission,  or  ordered  to  be  done. 

1977.  Did  you  request  that  that  might  be  printed  in  the  Agenda  ?—  I sent  it  to 
the  secretary  for  the  purpose  of  being  inserted  in  the  Agenda. 

1978.  What  was  done  with  it? — .It  was  omitted. 

1 979.  Altogether  ? — Yes. 

1980.  So  that  in  fact  it  was  suppressed? — Yes,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the 
Agenda. 

1981.  What  are  those  reasons  ?— That  although  the  synopsis  was  compiled  with 
very  great  care  from  the  minutes  of  the  board,  it  contained,  necessarily  I think  was 
the  word,  many  inaccuracies,  or  was  imperfect. 

1982.  Are  you  aware  of  it  containing  any  inaccuracy,  or  being  imperfect?— 
I am  not  aware  of  any  inaccuracy,  and  perhaps  that  was  not  the  word  ; I think  it 
was  styled  imperfect ; and  imperfect  it  was,  because  it  is  impossible  for  any  person 
to  collect  from  the  minutes  of  our  board  the  actual  engagements  existing  between 
the  editors  and  the  board,  or  the  secretary,  or  to  ascertain  precisely  the  work  which 
has  been  committed  to  them,  the  minutes  themselves  not  containing  that  informa- 
tion. 

1983.  On  what  authority  did  the  secretary  suppress  this  paper  you  sent  him,  as 
a commissioner,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Agenda  ?— Upon  his  individual  authority, 
which  seemed  to  him  sufficient  for  the  suppression  or  insertion  of  any  document 
that  was  proposed  for  the  Agenda. 

1984.  So  that  the  Agenda  being  the  only  place  for  notices  given  by  the  com- 
missioners, the  secretary  thought  himself  at- liberty  to  suppress  such  notices  as 
they  gave? — Yes,  such  notices  as  these. 

1985.  Did  he  state  to  you  it  was  on  the  authority  and  wish  of  the  commis- 

sioners?— He  subsequently,  stated  to  me  at  the  first  audit,  and  again  in  1833,  by 
letter,  that  the  coiiimissioners  themselves  disapproved  of  the  publication  of  this 
statement.  V-  .. 

1986.  Had  any  board  occurred  between  your  sending  the  statement  to  be  putin 
the  Agenda  and  the  suppression? — I rather  think  not;  I have  endeavoured  to 
satisfy  my  own  curiosity  on  that  subject ; but  although  I have  a copy  of  a letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Cooper,  remonstrating  on  the  impropriety  of  the  suppression  of 
this  document,  I cannot  satisfy  myself  whether  a board  had  or  not.intervened ; 1 
communicated  this  document  to  one  or  two  other  commissioners  ; but  this  is  a point 
which  can  be  easily  ascertained  by  referring  to  my  letter,  and  comparing  it  with 
the  date  of  those  Agenda,  where  the  notice  of  my  synopsis  occurs. 

1987.  Do  you  suppose  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  the  authority  of  the  board,  or  only 
of  some  individual  commissioner  for  the  suppression? — If  no  board  intervened,  of 
course  Mr.  Cooper  suppressed  it  on  his  own  responsibility ; my  own  impression 
was  when  I saw  that  it  was  suppressed,  that  it  had  been  omitted  by  him  solely. 

] 988.  But  if  it  was  on  the  authority  of  the  commissioners,  as  he  stated,  he  must 
have  meant  on  the  authority  of  some  individual  commissioner,  and  not  of  the  board  ? 
— As  well  as  I recollect,  for  1 have  not  the  letter  in  the  room  with  me  now,  the 
synopsis  was  said  to  have  been  suppressed  or  disapproved  of  by  the  commissioners 
assembled  at  a board. 

1989.  Do  you  not  think,  from  the  way  in  which  the  business  was  done  in  the 
commission,  that  the  secretary  was  very  likely  to  take  the  expression  of  a wish  on 
the  part  of  two  or  three  of  the  most  active  commissioners  as  an  authority  equivalent 
to  that  of  the  board  itself? — It  is  very  possible. 

1990.  Was  the  order  of  the  board  obtained  for  collecting  historical  works  on 
the  Continent? — I do  not  know. 

1991.  For  what  purpose  were  those  collections  made? — I believe  with  a view  to 
a new  edition  of  the  Foedera. 

1992.  A new  edition  of  liymer’s  Foedera? — Yes. 

1993.  Has  the  sanction  of  the  board  been  obtained  for  that  new  edition  ?— The 
sanction  of  the  board  has  been  obtained  for  doing;  something  with  respect  to  the 

& ' & Feeders, 
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Fcedera,  but  I was  not  present  at  the  board  at  which  Mr.  Cooper’s  proposals  were 

approved. 

j 994.  Is  it  necessary  to  have  a new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera?— lam  not 
able  to  answer  that  question.  leather  believe  Mr.  Cooper’s  present  plan  is  not 
to  publish  a new  edition  of  the  Fcedera. 

1 995-  What  is  it  then  ? — I do  not  know  what  it  is. 

ig96.  Being  a commissioner,  do  you  not  know  the  purpose  for  which  those 
foreign  collections,  which  cut  so  important  a figure  in.  the  estimates  of  your 
expenditure,  were  made r— No,  I have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  for  what  object 
they  have  been  made.  I presumed  they  were  collected  to  be  inserted  in  the  new 
edition  of  the  Fcedera,  but  I now  find  from  Mr.  Black,  to  whose  custody  they 
are  committed,  that  there  is  no  intention  whatever  of  printing  a new  edition  of  the 
Fcedera  at  the  present  moment,  and  that  they  have  been  made  with  a view  of 
ascertaining  what  exists  for  a new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  if  it  was  possible  to 
make  one.  _ 

ig97-SirRohert  Inglis ,]•  Did  you  ever  make  any  inquiry  upon  the  subject  of 
the  use  to  which  those  materials  were  to  be  applied  P-Certainly,  a great  many 
inquiries  ; but  my  inquiries  have  never  been  satisfactorily  answered.  I recollect 
I entertained  at  one  period  very  great  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  making  those 
collections,  and  of  their  utility,  as  also  of  the  collections  said  to  be  making  by 
Mr.  Stephenson,  and  Mr.  Cooper  undertook  to  satisfy  me  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  he  was  pursuing,  but  1 have'  never  had  the  benefit  of  such  satisfaction 
The  documents  have  been  committed  to  Mr.  Black,  and  as  he  appears  to  be  the 
real  editor  of  those  collections,  it  is  from  him  that  my  information,  such  as  it  is 
has  been  gained.  This  is  an  instance,  again,  of  the  incomplete  acquaintance  which 
a commissioner  may  have  of  the  works  of  the  commission,  for  want,  as  I think  of 
the  due  detaus  being  regularly  submitted  to  the  board.  ’ 

199S.  Chairman.]  Has  your  want  of  information  upon  this  subject  arisen  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  such  as  being  out  of  town  or  ill,  which  prevented  you  in 
particular  obtaining  the  information,  or  from  your  not  being  able  to  obtain  it  hav- 
mg  taken  all  possible  means  to  procure  it  ?-As  I was  not  present  at  the  board  to 
whchlhave  made  allusion,  when  I conceive  Mr.  Cooper  made  some  proposal 
relative  to  the  Fcedera,  and  received  the  sanction  of  the  board  to  his  plan,  I cannot 
state  that  my  absence  may  not  have  been  one  of.  the-causes  of  my  beino-  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  and  plan  of  this  work.  But  I do  not  think  such  infor- 
mation has  been  submitted  to  the  board  as  would  enable  the  other  commissioners' 
as  we  1 as  myself  to  understand  what  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  those  foreio-n 
collections,  and  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera. 

1999.  Do  you  suppose  we  should  get  precise  information  upon  this  subject 
fr  n,  auy  commIss.oner?--Ido  not  know;  it  is  only  within  a few  days  that  from 
Mi.  Black  himself  1 have  obtained  some  information  respecting  this  new  edition 

Sis  StSgSSif 51  “s  st“’ whether  1 untestand 

20001  Have  you  seen  them  ?— No,  I have  not. 

D?  y°u  know  the  “tent  of  them  ? Mr.  Black  informs  me  that  they 
amount  to  about  12.  or  13  portfolios,  and  I have  here  a document  that  Mr.  Black 
tins  mom.ng,  purporting  to  be  a synopsis  of  the  foreign  transcripts  in 
c “ "lam  Henry  B ack.;  those  transcripts  are,  I understand,  at  the 
pre-eot  moment,  though  nominally  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Black,  lying  in  New 
fioswell-court,  at  the  secretary’s  house.  ^ ° 

Matthe mi  White  ?“%']  They  are  oil  hi  manuscript,  and  not 
turetna'ffi  suppose  they  are ; I know  nothing  to  the  contrary.  I will  not  ven- 
ture  t0  l™rm  anything  about  printing. 

2003.  Chairman.]  Has  anything  been  printed  from  them  ?— I cannot  tell 
Mr  rt  U°  y°1u,kno"’  <'>"yth'ng  of  the  work  that  has  been  handed  in  to  us  by 
mdmhnfw 21 , a"  • Appeal*  to  the  Report  on  Rymer's  Fcedera  ?-I  do  not 
and  then  on?  C*Se  y *1!  natul?  ?f  tll8t  worki  but  1 have  seen  first  one  volume, 
second  vol  '°  others’ and  fetteriy  a fourth  volume.  I recollect  the  first  or 

2”  vojui;ie  was  presented  to  us  at  the  first  audit. 

? USUa,1  fi01’  t,he  commissioners  to  print  volumes  without  any  title-page? 
has  in'ln'o  i conclude^that  those  copies  of  the  appendix  that  the  Hon.  Chairman 
as  m his  hand  are  unfinished  volumes. 

Mission  pi-  ^ ^ pu  were  asked  whether  it  was  usual  for  the  com- 

o 00  S ° ^nnt  vounies  without  a title-page ; will  you  look  at  that  volume 

x 3 [handing 
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[handing  one  to  the  Witness ],  and  see  whether  it  does  not  correspond  with  the 
description  given  in  the  answer,  that  it  was  a work  set  up  as  a specimen,  and  not 
intended  in  its  actual  state  to  be  sent  out  to  the  world  ? — I conceive  it  to  be,  in  its 
actual  shape,  intended  to  be  sent  out  to  the  world.  I have  no  doubt  it  is  in  the 
form  in  which  it  is  intended  to  be  published ; I do  not  regard  it  as  a specimen  • 
I conceive  the  title-page  will  be  put  to  these  volumes  as  soon  as  the  report,  which 
is  in  type,  is  corrected  and  printed. 

2007.  The  question  had  reference  simply  to  the  absence  of  those  external  marks 
of  publication  which  the  want  of  a title-page  implies,  and  the  question  therefore 
arose  out  of  the  question  put  by  the  Chairman,  implying  that  it  was  usual  for  the 
commissioners  to  publish  works  without  their  title-pages,  and  with  this  explanation 
before  you,  will  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  you  consider  the  vohnne 
placed  in  your  hands,  and  now  held  by  you,  to  be  one  in  a state  for  publication 
minus  the  title-page? — I consider  it  to  be  quite  ready  for  publication,  all  excepting 
the  title-page. 

2008.  That  is  the  only  point  to  which  your  attention  was  called? — My  attention 
was  called  to  another  very  important  point,  whether  it  was  a specimen.  This  work 
is  quite  ready  to  be  published,  and  is  not  printed  as  a specimen. 

2009.  Minus  the  title-page  ? — Yes. 

2010.  Chairman .]  Do  you  suppose  that  other  copies  which  have  not  been  bound 
will  not  be  bound  till  a title-page  is  prepared  ? — I think  it  very  doubtful  whether  any 
title-page  will  be  required  for  these  volumes;  they  are  simply  appendixes  to  a report. 

2011.  Did  you  ever  see  a book  published  by  the  Record  Commission  without  a 
title-page  ? — Certainly  not ; but  I never  saw  an  appendix  to  any  book  published 
by  the  Record  Commission  yet ; and  as  this  is  quite  a novelty,  I do  not  know  how 
Mr.  Cooper  may  intend  to  produce  it. 

2012.  Do  you  know  this  book,  Appendix  to  volume  I.  ? — I am  aware  there  is  a 
collection  of  miscellaneous  records  from  the  Exchequer  which  has  been  put  in  to 
the  Committee  without  a title-page  ; but  to  the  only  . copy  which  I have  previously 
seen,  I have  seen  a title-page  and  a preface. 

2013.  How  is  anybody  to  know  to  what  volume  I.  this  is  an  appendix  ? — No  one; 
because  it  is  a work  that  has  not  yet  been  published,  and  upon  which  Mr.  Cooper’s 
intentions  are  not  finally  settled. 

2014.  You  say  you  have  seen  a copy  of  this  work  with  a title-page  ? — Yes;  the 
only  copy  I saw  before  I came  into  the  committee-room. 

2015.  Whose  name  was  to  the  title-page  as  editor  of  it? — I do  not  remember 
whether  Mr.  Cole’s  name  appeared  in  the  title-page,  but  Mr.  Cole’s  name  was 
appended  to  the  preface  that  followed  the  title-page  ; he  was  in  fact  the  editor  of 
the  work. 

20i  6.  Was  there  also  a table  of  contents  ? — Yes. 

2017.  In  the  volume  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Cole,  and  which,  I understand,  was  made  up  from  the  proof  sheets  sent  by  the 
printer,  there  appears  a title-page,  four  pages  of  preface  and  two  pages  of  table  of 
contents ; the  sheet  containing  those  eight  pages  is  wanting  in  the  copy  handed  in 
to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Cooper ; can  you  account  for  this  removal  of  the  title- 
page,  preface  and  table  of  contents  from  the  copy  handed  in  by  Mr.  Cooper?— 
Yes,  1 believe  that  I can;  I mentioned  to  Mr.  Cooper,  in  1834,  that  I had 
seen  such  a work  in  the  Augmentation-office,  and  expressed  my  very  great  sur- 
prise at  finding  a book  printed  and  just  ready  for  publication,  of  which,  as  a com- 
missioner, I had  no  cognizance,  and  for  which,  as  far  as  I knew,  no  order  of  the 
board  had  been  received.  In  reply,  he  stated  to  me  that  he  intended  it  to  be  an 
appendix  to  the  Agenda,  or  the  work  which  he  should  afterwards  compile  of  the 
Acta,  or  proceedings  of  the  board ; he  also  added,  that  Mr.  Cole  had  a preface 
and  title-page  set  up,  but  he  did  not  engage  to  make  use  of  either.  I have  already 
stated  in  my  evidence  I protested  most  strongly  against  the  plan  of  publishing 
any  Acta,  or  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  appendix  to  our  Agenda,  thinking  the 
plan  manifestly  very  absurd. 

2018.  But  as  a commissioner,  how  is  it  you  did  not  know  of  the  order  of  the 
board  for  printing  this  appendix? — I do  not  know  that  there  was  any  order; 
I believe  that  there  was  no  order. 

2019.  Was  it  to  be  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  Agenda  of  the  commission; 
is  that  your  belief  ?— Such  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cooper  to  me. 

2020.  On  reading  the  volume,  particularly  with  the  light  thrown  upon  it  by  the 
title-page,  which  has  been  subsequently  effaced,  it  appears  to  consist  of  selections 
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of  the  miscellaneous  records  of  the  King's  remembrancers  in  the  Exchequer ; now  & Prutkeroe,  jun. 
why  should  those  records  be  printed  as  a supplement  to  the  Agenda  of  the  com-  Es(l1 

mission,  anymore  than  any  other  records? — For  no  earthly  reason,  as  I have  said  IT  ~ 
before.  I have  objected  to  the  plan ; I think  it  extremely  absurd. 

2021.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Did  you  object  at  the  board  personally,  or  in  any 
way  submit  such  your  objection  to  them  in  writing  ? — The  work  was  printed,  and, 
as  far  as  I can  judge,  ready  for  publication,  when  I first  saw  it ; and  as  soon 
as  I was  cognizant  of  the  transaction,  I communicated  my  astonishment  to  Mr. 

Cooper;  and,  as  well  as  I recollect,  informed  him  I thought  it  desirable  that  the 
work  should  be  submitted  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to  the  board.  Perceiving  that 
Mr.  Cooper  did  not  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  board,  I then 
called  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  by  notices  on  the  Agenda,  three  times 
I think,  but  certainly  twice,  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  work.  At  the 
same  time  I have  not  been  so  forward  in  bringing  this  matter  under  the  notice 
of  the  board,  since  the  commissioners  appeared  to  me  to  have  sanctioned  the 
printing  of  other  works,  such  as  the  appendix  to  the  report  on  the  Fcedera, 
without,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  the  direct  order  of  the  board  for  their  being 
printed ; a circumstance  which,  censurable  as  it  was,  did  not  appear  to  me  quite 
novel.  Besides  these  reasons,  I must  advert  to  circumstances  before  mentioned, 
relative  to  a board  of  November  1833,  which  naturally  made  me  very  unwilling  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  any  matter  which  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  himself 
wish  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  board ; and  every  subsequent  event  has 
tended  to  increase  that  feeling,  when  my  view  of  positive  obligation  did  not  coun- 
terbalance it.  The  impression  on  my  mind  has  also  been,  that  the  commissioners 
did  not  view  with  satisfaction  any  interference  of  mine  with  the  secretary’s  pro- 
ceedings. 

2022.  Chairman .]  With  regard  to  these  foreign  collections,  do  you  know  how 
much  they  have  cost  ? — I think  I know  pretty  well  what  they  have  cost,  but  I have 
not  got  my  analysis  of  the  accounts  with  me  in  the  room,  and  from  memory  I 
should  scarcely  venture  to  state  the  amount. 

2023.  Do  you  believe  they  have  cost  as  much  as  7,oooL? — I should  not  think 
they  have  ; but  it  is  very  difficult  to  say  precisely  what  they  have  cost,  so  many 
different  items  may  be  included  under  the  head  of  foreign  collections,  such  as  the 
cost  of  carriage,  which  may  be  omitted  in  one  account  and  included  in  another 
under  the  head  - of  foreign  collections,  for  which  such  expenditure  has  been 
incurred. 

2024.  Have  any  of  those  matters  called  foreign  collections  been  printed  in  this 
work  Mr.  Cooper  has  delivered  in  ; the  different  appendixes  to  the  Agenda  ? — I 
think  Mr.  Black  stated  to  me  that  some  extracts  from  the  foreign  collection  had 
appeared  in  the  last  appendix,  or  are  to  appear  in  some  other  appendix  to  this 
forthcoming  report. 

2025.  Have  you  seen  the  report  itself  ?— I have  not. 

2026.  It  seems  to  be  the  usual  plan  of  the  commission  to  publish  appendixes  to 
volumes  not  in  existence  ? — There  are  certainly  two  instances  now  before  this 
Committee,  of  appendixes  printed  previously  to  the  publication  of  the  report  on 
the  work  to  which  they  are  to  be  appended. 

2027.  Sir  Robert  Inglis^]  The  question  of  the  Chairman  referred  to  publication, 
and  you  are  requested  to  state  whether  you  know  of  any  instances  of  publications  of 
appendixes  before  the  works  to  which  they  were  appendixes  were  published  ? — The 
word  “publishing”  is  incorrectly  used  by  the  hon.  Chairman:  the  works  are  not 
published  ; the  appendixes  are  prepared,'  and  I think  appendixes  may  possibly  be, 
without  impropriety,  prepared  and  printed  before  a report  finally  appears,  it  being 
well  understood,  as  far  as  I know,  that  this  report  is  actually  finished  and  in  type  ; 
at  the  same  time,  I do  not  mean  to  have  it  inferred  that  I approve  of  these  exten- 
sive appendixes. 

2028.  Chairman.']  Can  you,  or  the  other  commissioners,  judge  of  the  necessity 
01  having  such  an  appendix  to  a report  of  the  nature  of  which  you  know  so  little  ? 

I cannot  judge,  and  I doubt  the  propriety  of  it:  I should  individually  have 
wished  to  have  seen  the  report  first. 

2029.  If  I had  asked  you  what  there  could  have  been  in  a report  upon  Rymer’s 
era,  that  could  require  the  publication  of  such  an  appendix,  in  four  volumes, 

you  could  give  no  information  upon  the  subject? — I should  say  they  were  not 
lecessai  y,  if  I was  to  speak  from  my  own  crude  knowledge  upon  the  subject. 

2030.  Do  you  conceive  that  any  part  of  His  Majesty’s  commission  authorizes  any 

x 4 part 
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E.  Pr other oe,  jun.  part  of  this  collection  ? — I have  very  serious  doubts  upon  the  subject ; but  as  tl 
Esq-  late  commission  undertook  a new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  it  may  become  a fair 
16  March  i8a6  ^Ct  for  in(luiry  in  a commission  like  ours,  whether  there  did  not  exist  upon  the  Con' 
6 * tment  documents  that  would  very  much  tend  to  illustrate  and  perfect  such  a work' 

2031.  But  the  commission  being  appointed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  the  records  of  this  country,  what  authority  can  you  have  for  publishing  anv 
works  that  cannot  in  any  way  be  called  records  of  this  country  ? — I have  alway 
felt  it  very  doubtful  whether  we  were  authorized  to  permit  the  formation  of  these 
foreign  collections. 

2032.  There  is  a State  Paper-office,  as  well  as  Record-offices,  in  this  country  i, 

there  not  ? — There  is.  h 

2033.  Occasionally  discussions  have  been  carried  on  between  the  two  boards 
to  whether  a particular  document  was  a record  or  state  paper  ? — Yes. 

2034.  In  the  continental  collections,  has  care  been  taken  to  observe  the  line 
between  state  papers  and  records  ? — No ; I should  conceive  that  almost  everythin? 
that  would  appear  in  the  Fcedera  would  bear  the  character  of  state  papers.  S 

2035.  Do  you  think  that  anything  that  would  be  found  abroad  could  be  consi 
dered  a record  of  this  country  ?— No,  they  certainly  cannot  be  called  records  of 
this  country. 

2036.  Do  you  think,  if  those  collections  are  to  be  carried  on,  at  anv  rate  they 
ought  to  be  extended  beyond  matters  of  history  ? — No,  I do  not. 

2037.  Do  you  think  that  the  province  of  the  commission  was  to  make  inquiries 
respecting  all  matters  relating  to  the  literature  of  England,  to  be  found  in  forewn 
countries  as  well  as  this  ? — Such  inquiries  are  exceedingly  interesting. 

2038.  Is  it  the  business  of  the  commission  to  make  them  r— No  “i  was  o-oinv  to 
say  I did  not  consider  it  the  business  of  the  commission  to  make  them  ; and  how 
ever  interesting  they  may  be,  I should  wish  them  to  be  postponed  till  we  havedis" 
charged  what  I conceive  to  be  our  duty  on  the  records  at  home. 

2039.  Do  the  commission,  as  a commission,  believe  in  the  truth  of  the  story  of 
bt.  Ursula  and  her  1 1,000  virgins?— I cannot  answer  that  question. 

2040.  Do  you  individually  believe  it  ? — I do  not  understand  the  question. 

2041.  Do  you  suppose  that  any  one  of  the  commissioners  believes  that  this  is  an 
histoiical  fact  { I believe  that  the  Lives  of  St.  Ursula,  however  much  encumbered 
by  legendary  tales,  contain  historical  facts. 

2042.  Do  you  really  believe  there  is  any  truth  in  the  story  of  St.  Ursula  and  the 
11,000  virgins?— I can  very  easily  conceive  that  the  legend  of  St.  Ursula  may 
very  properly  be  incorporated  in  a collection  relative  to  the  history  of  Great 
Britain,  since  I believe  it  to  be  founded  on  some  historical  facts 

2043.  You  think  it  is  a matter  of  history  ? — I do ; I think  that  the  large  mass 
ot  the  legends  of  the  Saints  are  a matter  of  history,  inasmuch  as  amid  a great  col- 
lection of  lies,  they  contain  some  historical  facts  relative  to  a dark  period  of  history, 
where  anything  approximating  to  truth  is  not  to  be  disregarded  by  an  historian. 

2044.  Do  you  think  that  the  speculations  of  a Saxon  nun,  upon  those  legends 
of  her  church,  can  fairly  be  considered  a document  that  comes  within  the  range  of 
collections  for  the  history  of  England  ? — I am  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the 
document  the  hon.  Chairman  mentions ; and  1 do  not  know  how  it  has  been 
brought  under  his  notice,  so  as  to  lead  to  his  putting  the  question. 

2045.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  any  legends,  transcribed  by  order  of 
the  commissioners,  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  preceding  questions  ?— No, 
but  1 conclude -from  the  questions  put  to  me  that  something  relative  to  St.  Ursula 
appears  in  the  appendix  to  the  Fcedera. 

2046.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  know,  that  in  the  catalogue  of  books  in  foreign 
libraries,  which  is  given  here  without  any  explanation  at  all,  there  occurs  almost 
m every  page  a notice  of  some  work  relating  to  St.  Ursula  and  the  1 1,000  virgins? 

11m  book  before  the  hon.  Chairman  has  never  been,  to  my  knowledge,  produced, 
at  the  board ; but  if  it  has  been  so  produced  it  has  certainly  not  been  carefully 
examined,  and  it  has  not  been  circulated  among  the  commissioners.  Either  that 
volume  or  another  volume  of  the  appendix  was  produced  to  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen 
and  myself  at  the  first  audit  of  the  accounts,  and  the  rest  of  the  appendix  has 
been  at  different  times  produced  to  me  individually,  and  also  to  Mr.  Hallam  and 
r.  Allen  and  myself,  at  Mr.  Cooper’s  house,  when  we  audited  the  accounts,  but 
1 never  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it ; it  has  only  been  in  my  hand  for  three 
or  tour  minutes.  J 

2047.  Do  you  know  what  information  respecting  English  history  is  contained 
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in  Marbodeus’s  book  about  stones  r— No,  indeed  ; nor  do  I know  what  information  is 
contained  about  history  in  the  appendix  before  thehon.  Chairman.  I have  before  stated 
that  I am,  comparatively  speaking,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  work  in  question  and'un 
acquainted  with  the  motives  which  led  to  the  publication  of  such  large  appendixes 
to  a small  report,  of  the  object  and  about  the  nature  of  which  I am  also  nearly 
equally  in  the  dark.  I must  in  justification  add,  that  these  volumes  when  shown 
to  me,  were  produced  by  Mr  Cooper  as  works  of  very  high  value,  and  I saw  that 
to  question  their  utility  would  be  as  displeasing  as  it  would  have  been  useless  ■ they 
being  all  printed  and  ready  for  distribution.  They  were  also  known  to  two  of  the 
best  judges  of  historical  works  on  the  commission. 

2048.  Here  is  the  song  of  Johannes  Egidius  de  Urinis,  and  Gilbertus  Reeula  de 
colonbus  et  content*  Unnarum  : what  light  do  you  suppose  those  works  throw  on 
English  history  r — 1 he  books  quoted  seem  to  be  inapplicable  to  history  : they  seem 
t„  be  of  a very  diverting  character : but  if  I am  to  answer  the  question  seriottfr 
I think  I have  answered  it  previously  by  saying,  that  the  volume  before  the  hon 
Chairman,  and  the  object  of  its  being  printed,  and  its  contents,  and  even  the  author 
ship  of  the  volume,  are  facts  comparatively  unknown  to  me. 

2049.  Sir  Robert  highs.]  Ton  have  stated,  with  reference  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera 

that  yon  have  reason  to  believe  that  a new  edition  was  in  preparation  unde,  the 
sanction  of  he  board;  can  you  state  to  the  Committee,  with  reference  to  the 
materials  of  the  old  Rymer,  what  portion  of  those  can  be  called,  in  the  stricter 
sense  of  the  term,  records? — No,  I cannot.  ccer 

2050.  Unless,  indeed,  treaties  of  peace  shall  come  under  that  description,  and 
safe  conducts,  perhaps  you  are  hardly  prepared  to  state  that  any  can  be  called  “n 
the  stricter  sense  of  the  word  records  P-I  have  already  intimated  it  to  be  my 

calied  recoris  6 Pcedera  col,tain  doc™“ts  that  can  scarcely  “e 

2051.  Therefore  a proportion  of  Rymer,  and  the  incorporation  therein  of  other 

documents  of  the  same  kind,  would  only  be,  as  the  terms  of  the  question  imply  a 
work  of  the  same  character  as  the  original  Rymer  ?— I think  so.  P y> 

2052.  Chairman.]  Does  not  this  seem  to  you  a reason  why  the  commission 
should  not  have  meddled  at  all  with  the  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  ; and  d“es  no“ 
it  also  show  that  Rymer  s Fcedera,  not  being  a work  consisting  of  records  was  not 
oue  that  fell  within  the  province  of  the  commission  ?— I think  it  would  be  inju- 
dicious to  draw  the  line  very  strictly  between  records  and  state  papers.  I ctr- 

5£e°  d hmk’  l00kl^at  the  "’ords  of  the  commission,  , hat  the  publication 
r<Bdera  was  a work  that  came  precisely  under  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
mission , but  documents  which  appear  in  Rymer  are  not  generally  documents 
that  are  in  the  custody  of  the  State  Paper-office.  The  originals  Ltt  "n  the 
Recoid-offices;  and  if  I may  judge  of  the  nature  of  those  documents  by  the 
feld™  Wh,Ch  th.f7,are  ex“™ted,  a great  majority,  if  not  the  entirety  of  toe 
sarlier  documents,  wfi1  be  properly  classed  under  the  head  of  records.  Y 

W01,  at  1S  °f  ltselfa  reason  for  considering  them  in  the  nature  of  records 
because  they  were  found  in  record  offices  ?— Yes  lecoms, 

l S*  ®“Vh„ffrF  C°I1If‘ions  “•**  ft™'1  ln  English  record  offices  ?_No. 
pleL’nt  for  w-bicl  to  f 'V0U  n drSW  ine  between  Rymer’s  Fcedera  and  the  sup- 
t draw  he  toe  h h°Se  colIect,ons  h“xe  be™  made  P-That  may  be  considered 
tte  system  that  h ^S0“e  P™,S  L at„fhe  ‘™e,  though  I do  not  approve  of 
monev  in  the  ,^dS  .been  Pulsued  by  Mr:  Cooper  m expending  so  large  a sum  of 
to  say  had  the  e T l*  th°Se  tra?scr;Pts  from  ‘ba  Continent,  I am  not  prepared 
ktanyceunde*tL3vebeftoTnyn  ^ fd.  re«uIarly  br»“Sht  the  first 
have  objected  ,1  of.the  boal'd’  and  sufami“ed  to  discussion,  that  I should 
Should  however  b T*  cl.rcu.mat™ces  t0  Uie  formation  of  those  collections.  I 
»a tto  nt  0 f tor,  e Tht  11  d/S;rable  t0  ata°at  311  publication  to  toe 

sdvisable“ada  m,ml,  tef  cel\ta,“1y  il  WOuId  l,ave  been  “ 

lad  cluleted  « expended  on  those  foreign  collections,  until  we 

“f  the  kffigdom.  y (aS  11  appcars  t0  me  t0  be>  of  “’ranging  the  records 

popishiaiuts  and  “"P”3?  ptBtlera’  do  you  find  any  document  relating  to 

20a,  H d other  legends  of  tbat  kind  ?— No,  I believe  not. 
lettered  B to  6 v.aluable  apPeDdix  to  the  report  on  Rymer’s  Fcedera, 

oueofthe  vnli.m  n’J  the  -Anglo-Saxon  contributions r — I have  before  said  it  is 
than  to  mv  in.  “at  ,'as  been  subnntted  to  my  sight  for  a few  moments,  rather 
an  to  my  inspection.  1 am  not  an  Anglo-Saxon  scholar. 

v 3058.  It 


E.  Protheroe,  jun. 
Esq. 


16  March  1836. 
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20,58,  It  consists  of  the  legends  of  St.  Andrew,  the  Departed  Soul’s  Address  to 
the  Body,  the  Invention  of  the  Cross,  and  other  matters  of  a similar  nature  ; <Jo 
you  suppose  that  this  comes  within  the  department  of  history  or  literature  ? — I (j0 
not  like  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  relation  which  these  documents  may  be 
supposed  to  bear  to  history,  without  some  knowledge  of  the  volume  referred  to  and 
its  contents.  One  general  opinion,  applicable  to  all  the  appendixes,  I may 
express,  that  it  would  have  been  much  more  desirable,  and  the  only  proper 
course  for  the  secretary  to  have  taken,  to  have  submitted  his  report  to  the  board 
in  manuscript  before  any  one  page  of  those  appendixes  were  formed.  It  will  be 
understood  by  the  Committee,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  volumes  now  before 
them  were  printed,  I believe,  before  the  board  were  aware  of  their  existence;  at 
all  events,  they  were  in  print  and  put  into  my  hands  before  I knew  that  any  such 
work  was  proposed  to  be  printed  or  published. 

2059.  l)o  you  know  what  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  the  copies  of  those  con- 
tinental documents  being  faithfully  made  ? — No,  I do  not. 

2060.  Do  you  know  whether  proper  means  have  been  taken  to  collate  the 
transcripts  with, the  originals?— I know  nothing  about  the  way  in  which  they  have 
been  procured  or  the  copies  taken. 

2061.  Has  the  board  sanctioned  the  salaries  paid  to  persons  on  the  Continent 
employed  in  this  work  ? — I am  not  aware  that  any  salaries  were  paid,  but  at  the 
same  time  I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  payments  made  to  the  individuals 
who  sent  over  those  transcripts  were  not  salaries.  I believe  them  to  have  been 
only  remuneration  for  the  trouble  of  transcribing ; but  with  respect  to  Mr.  Mas- 
terton,  I think  he  possibly  may  have  received  a salary ; at  all  events,  I know  he 
received  a considerable  payment,  partly  charged  to  us  for  travelling  expenses. 

2062.  Mr.  Masterton  is,  I believe,  at  Lisbon,  is  he  not  ? — The  entry  I saw  in 
the  account  was,  “ Mr.  Masterton,  going  out  to  make  collections  at  Lisbon.” 

2063.  It  is  to  that  gentlemen  you  are  indebted  fpr  the  honour  of  having  your 
name  printed  in  Portuguese,  in  your  address  to  the  Portuguese  nation  ? — I believe 
it  is  ; but  with  that  document  I am  no  further  acquainted  than  having  had  it  put 
into  my  hand  by  a friend  of  mine. 

2064.  Chairman .]  Are  you  aware,  in  the  return  to  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  works  published  by  the  commission  ? — I have  already 
said  the,  returns  to  Parliament  are  the  productions  of  the  secretary  ; they  did  not 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  board,  and  they  had  not  the  sanction  of  the  board ; 
and  I reject  all  responsibility  for  the  returns  made  in  1 834  or  in  this  year. 

2065.  Do  you  know  what  M.  Royer  Collard  has  been  doing  for  these  collec- 
tions ? — I do  not. 

2066.  Do  you  know  what  amount  of  money  he  has  received  from  the  commis- 
sion p — -I  believe  I could  state  it,  if  I had  my  digest  of  the  expenditure. 

2067.  You  know  he  has  received  money,  but  you  do  not  know  what  for ?— 
I know  it  is  said  he  has  received  money  for  sending  over  transcripts  from  collections 
in  France,  but  I know  nothing  of  the  cost  of  the  collections  or  the  produce  of  the 
money  expended,  never  having  seen  the  collections. 

2068.  Do  you  know  whether,  in  having  those  transcripts  made  abroad,  that  care 
has  been  taken  that  they  should  be  made  from  originals,  and  from  originals  of  which 
there  were  no  counterparts  in  this  country  ? — I know  nothing  ef  the  documents 
from  the  Continent  further  than  I have  gathered  from  hearsay,  and  latterly 
something  from  Mr.  Black,  into  whose  hands  they  have  been  put. 

2069.  There  is  nothing  doing  now  in  the  way  of  editing  the  Fcedera  ? — I do 
not  know. 

2070.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  The  Fcedera  is  a compilation  of  original  materials, 
known  by  the  name  of  llymer’s  Fcedera,  liter®  et  conventiones  regum  Angliffi : “ 
it  were  proposed  to  publish  a new  edition  of  that  work,  do  you  or  not  conceive 
that  the  incorporation  therein  of  all  the  additional  documents  and  papers  coming 
under  the  description  of  Fcedera  liter®  or  conventiones  regum  Angliae,  whether  to 
be  found  in  England  or  foreign  countries,  is  desirable,  in  order  to  make  that  work 
as  complete  as  our  knowledge  of  the  existing  materials  would  enable  us  to  do,  not- 
withstanding some  of  those  materials  might  be  in  foreign  countries,  supposing  that 
they  distinctly  related  to  England,  or  to  transactions  in  England  with  foreign 
countries,  even  though  upon  matters  of  subordinate  consequence  ? — I have  always 
expressed  my  belief  to  Mr.  Cooper  and  other  persons,  that  it  was  very  possible  that 
such  collections,  if  judiciously  made,  might  be  highly  useful  in  a new  edition  of  the 
Fcedera. 

2071.  Chairman. 
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2071.  Chairman.']  What  part  of  the  commission  specifically  authorizes  or  en- 
joins the  board  to  publish  an  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  ? — Certainly  none. 

2072.  Your  only  authority,  then,  for  printing  an  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  is 
the  authority  of  the  commission  to  print  generally  the  more  ancient  and  valuable 
records? — Yes;  and  I think  that  is  an  authority  for  the  publication  of  Rymers 
Fcedera. 

2073.  You  think  that  the  authority  to  print  ancient  and  valuable  records  is  an 
authority  to  print  what  are  not  records  at  all  ? — I have  already  stated  it  is  very 
difficult  to  draw  a line  between  what  are  and  what  are  not  records,  inasmuch  as 
some  persons  will  regard  the  early  documents  in  Rymer,  coming  from  the  Tower 
and  other  offices,  as  records  ; again,  such  documents,  if  they  came  from  libraries 
or  the  State  Paper-office,  are  regarded  as  state  papers. 

2074.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  TV.  TVynn.]  Is  not  the  printing  of  Rymer’s 
Fredera  one  of  the  measures  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  upon  which  the  original  commission  is  founded  ? — I do  not 
recollect  at  this  moment  whether  it  is  stated  to  be  an  object  of  the  commission,  in 
that  report. 

2075.  Chairman.]  You  say  you  think  it  not  desirable  or  possible  to  draw  the 
line  accurately  between  records  and  state  papers  ? — Yes,  I do. 

, 2076.  Do  you  think  that  any  definition  'could  be  given  of  records,  by  which 
Egidius  de  Urinis  could  come  under  that  name  ?— Certainly  none,  as  I should 
think  ; but  the  question  of  the  honourable  Chairman,  I suppose,  refers  to  some- 
thing iu  that  appendix,  which  I have  never  had  an  opportunity  of  examining. 

2077.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  system  pursued  by  the  secretary,  in  the 
editing  of  the  Fcedera  ? — No,  I am  not. 

2078.  \ ou  spoke  of  other  gentlemen  beside  himself  being  engaged  upon  it  ? — 
I believe  many  gentlemen  are  employed  upon  it,  and  in  writing  the  report. 

2079.  Do  you  know  what  portion  is  assigned  to  each  ?— Mr.  Black  tells  me  that 
he  has  written  the  report,  which  he  says  is  in  type;  I have  not  seen  it,  nor  have 
I seen  the  manuscript.  Mr.  Hardy  made  some  large  contributions  towards  this 
report,  so  considerable  as  to  have  been  paid  for  by  100 1.  I understand  from  Mr. 
Black,  that  the  appendix  B.  is  Mr.  Thorpe’s  work ; and  the  two  latter  are  Mr. 
Blacks  own  compilation. 

2080.  Do  you  know  whether  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  commission  to 
place  this  report  before  us  ? — Certainly. 

2081.  In  the  Agenda  of  November  1833,  December  1S35,  and  January  1836, 
you  have  given  notice  for  the  production  of  the  quarterly  reports  : will  you  state 
your  views  of  tile  utility  of  such  reports  ? — I conceive  that  they  would  be  very 
useful,  in  enabling  all  the  commissioners,  and  especially  those  who,  from  their  more 
important  avocations,  are  incapable  of  watching  the 'arrangement,  cleansino-  and 
publication  of  records  in  the  different  offices,  to  judge  of  the  progress  that  was 
made.  I think  also,  as  we  are  entrusted  with  public  money,  it  is  desirable  we 
should  exercise  a certain  regular  control  " over  the  progress  of  our  editors,  in  the 
publication  of  their  different  works.  Such  reports  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Caley 
and  Sir  Francis  Falgrave  ; such  reports  are  made  to  Mr.  Cooper  by  Mr.  Black, 
vffi  * understand  from  all  the  sub-commissioners  and  editors  that  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  making  such  reports  ; and  indeed  if  any  objection  were  made  to  their 
production  by  those  gentlemen,  I should  think  it  ought  to  be  overruled. 

2082.  Have  those  reports  been  produced  in  consequence  ? — No ; the  motions 
board*3  Up°n  ^ SU^6Ct  liave  never  dil'ectly  come  under  the  notice  of  the 

2083.  Hoiv  is  it  they  did  not  come  under  the  regular  notice  of  the  board  r-  - 
le  discussions  that  preceded  them  occupied  so  much  time,  that  my  notice  did  not 

come  under  discussion. 

2084.  If  your  notice  did  not  come  under  discussion  one  day,  why  did  it  not 
come  on  the  next  r It  did  stand  for  the  next  day  ; but  standing  low,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  general  business,  it  was  not  discussed. 

j- 20  notices  seem  to  be  unfortunate,  always  being  so  low  as  not  to  be 

scussed  ?— GertainJy  once  or  twice  they  have  been  unfavourably  placed,  and  the 
vpnf  !f!i  1.0U,®  ^ for1ward  by  the  secretary  at  the  board  took  such  precedence  as  pre- 
^ Tei.r  being  discussed,  and  on  one  occasion  the  board  was  broken  up  at  the 
, begun  to  bring  them  forward  ; but  the  discussion  of  this  particular 
oe  ‘ Utterly  postponed  positively  from  the  length  of  the  discussion  that  had 
o £!?  °U1  time  011  business  which  I should  not  have  wished  postponed.  With 
y 2 regard 


E.  Protheroe,  jun. 
Esq. 


16  March  1836. 
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£ Protheroc., jun.  regard  to  the  production  of  those  general  reports,  as  our  secretary  is  in  the  rootn 
Esq.  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  honourable  Chairman  should  ask  him  some  ques- 

— - tions  in  regard  to  them,  because  he  informed  me,  at  the  last  board,  he  should  resist 

16  March  1836.  most  strenuously  my  motion  for  the  production  of  general  reports. 

2086.  Did  he  state  any  reasons  for  it? — None  whatever. 

2087.  Were  you  present  when  any  order  of  the  board  was  made  for  expending 
1,500/.  upon  books?— There  was  no  order  for  expending  that  sum  upon  books* 
That  sum  was  expended,  not  at  once,  but  is  the  amount'  of  several  payments  put 
together. 

2088.  Under  what  authority  was  that  expenditure  made?— Under  no  direct 
authority  that  I am  aware  of;  under  the  discretionary  power  with  which  the 
secretary  seems  to  be  invested. 

2089.  It  is  stated  in  the  return,  that  they  were  purchased  for  the  school  of 
young  transcribers  ; where  does  this  school  exist  ? — There  is  nO  such  thing. 

2090.  Do  you  know  by  whom  it  is  superintended;  who  is  the  master;  have 
you  ever  heard  of  the  master  of  the  school  ? — I know  what  is  meant  by  it,  but  I 
contend  that  no  such  thing  as  a school  of  transcribers  exists.  There  may  be  the 
semblance  of  such  a system  ; but  this  being  but  the  semblance,  and  not  the  reality, 
the  expression  is  the  more  to  be  reprehended,  as  tending  to  mislead  Parliament, 
to  whom  the  return  is  made,  and  the  commissioners,  and  the  public,  into  the  belief 
that  an  institution  exists  which  in  reality  does  not  exist,  and  that  a species  of  con- 
trol is  exercised  by  us  over  a set  of  young  clerks  and  transcribers  that  might  be 
very  beneficial.  But  this  control  is  never  exercised  ; those  young  clerks  specified 
as  a school  of  transcribers,  being  nothing  more  than  clerks  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
or  Mr.  Black,  and  wholly  under  the  power  of  those  sub-commissioners  or  editors, 
and  not  under  the  superintendence  or  protection  of  the  board.  They  are  selected, 
engaged,  retained  and  dismissed  at  the  pleasure  of  their  said  employers. 

2091.  Are  you  aware  of  a dispute  that  has  lately  arisen,  between  Mr.  Cooper 
and  Mr.  Cole,  about  the  remuneration  of  the  latter  ? — It  came  under  the  notice  of 
the  board  on  the  1 8th  of  December. 

2092.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Cooper,  in  a letter  published  in  the  pamphlet  of 
Mr.  Cole,  states  to  Mr.  Cole,  “ All  that  you  have  received  beyond  a certain  sum 
has  been  paid  on  my  individual  responsibility,  not  only  without  the  sanction  of  the 
board,  but  in  contravention  of  its  order”  ? — I have  seen  the  original  letter  of  which 
that  is  a copy,  and  I have  had  that  statement  put  unto  my  hands  as  a commis- 
sioner. 

2093.  Did  Mr.  Cole  write  to  you  in  consequence  of  that? — He  did. 

2094.  Did  he  subsequently,  on  the  25th  of  November,  ask  you  to  give  him  the 
exact  words  of  the  passage  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  letter  to  you? — He  did. 

2095.  Are  these  the  words:  “ You  are  quite  wrong  in  supposing  I have  in- 
creased Mr.  Cole’s  salary,  or  given  him  any  emoluments  inconsistent  with  what 
passed  at  the  board.  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  the  other  members  objected  only  to  an 
increase  of  salary,  but  not  to  any  additional  emolument  arising  out  of  transcribing 
done  out  of  office  hours.”  How  do  you  reconcile  those  two  statements? — I do 
not  reconcile  them. 

2096.  Do  you  consider  them  quite  inconsistent  with  each  other  ? — Wholly. 

2097.  And  that  Mr.  Cooper  gave  you  information  upon  the  subject  inconsistent 
with  his  own  subsequent  statement  of  the  fact  ? — If  that  question  is  put  to  me,  I 
must  say  that  I do.  I must  say  that  I do  think  so,  because  I gave  information  to 
a gentleman  who  (whether  a sub-commissioner  or  a clerk  of  Mr.  Cooper’s)  was 
performing  the  most  important  duties  of  a sub-commissioner,  on  a faith  in  my  re- 
presentations. I believe  that  he  received  his  remuneration,  and  he  appealed  to  me 
subsequently,  as  a gentleman,  to  learn  whether  the  statement  I had  made  was 
strictly  true.  I felt  myself  therefore  honourably  obliged  to  state  to  him  the  autho- 
rity I had  for  giving  him  that  information  ; and  subsequently  I thought,  consider- 
ing the  painful  situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  I was  authorized  to  give  him  the 
exact  words  of  the  communication  to  me.  I was  also  placed  in  the  very  painful 
situation  of  having  my  word  questioned,  as  to  the  information  I had  given  him 
relative  to  the  remuneration  to  be  given  him,  whom  I considered  to  be  a sub-com- 
missioner. 

2098.  Then  in  this  instance  you  seem  to  have  been  entirely  misled  by  the  in- 
formation given  you  by  the  secretary  ? — I certainly  had  not  that  information  given 
to  me  which  I can  reconcile  with  the  account  which  was  given  of  the  same  transac- 
tion and  the  same  engagement  to  the  sub-commissioner  or  clerk  in  question. 

© 2099-  Hid 
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2099— 2ioo._  Did  Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  letter  to  you,  call  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  E.  Protheroc,  jun. 
Cole  sub-commissioners  ? — I really  do  not  know  whether  I am  quite  authorized  Esq. 

in  giving  information  out  of  correspondence  which  may,  in  some  degree,  be  con-  

sidered  private  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  myself. — [Mr.  Cooper.  Do  not  consider  16  March  1836. 

it  private.]— I was  going  to  say  I did  not  consider  it  myself  of  a private  nature, 

inasmuch  as  I never  communicated  with  Mr.  Cooper  upon  any  thing  except  upon 

the  affairs  of  the  board  ; and  Mr.  Cooper  having  now  stated  he  did  not  consider  it 

private,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  he  used  the  words  sub-commissioners,  both 

with  regard  to  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Hardy. 

2101.  Do  you  consider  there  is  an  important  difference  between  the  sub-com- 
missioners and  the  other  persons  employed  by  the  board  ? — Yes,  I know  there  is 
a very  important  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  them.  I have  suspected  for 
a year  and  a half  that  such  a distinction  was  of  very  great  importance  to  the  parties 
to  whom  it  was  attached ; but  at  the  commencement  of  our  proceedings  I was  not 
aware  that  when  persons  ceased  to  be  sub-commissioners,  they  became  or  would  be 
considered  as  clerks,  thus  solely  dependent  upon  the  secretary,  and  thus  deprived 
of  the  protection  which  is  afforded  to  sub-commissioners  by  the  words  of  the  com- 
mission, which  render  the  authority  of  the  board  necessary  for  the  dismissal  of  sub- 
commissioners. 

2102.  Do  you  recollect  to  have  seen  D’Israeli’s  Curiosities  of  Literature  men- 
tioned in  the  books  published  by  the  commission  ?— I think  I am  aware  of  what 
the  honourable  Chairman  is  alluding  to,  and  therefore  I would  say,  if  Mr.  Cole  has 
stated  that  I said  that  I had  seen  it,  I am  willing  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  asser- 
tion, but  my  memory  is  faint  with  regard  to  that.  Mr.  Cole  knowing  my  senti- 
ments from  my  printed  letter,  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  commission, 
communicated  at  one  time  very  freely  to  me  his  opinions  upon  the  conduct  of  our 
affairs,  in  some  points  coinciding  with  my  letter.  The  subject  of  one  conversation 
was  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  sub-commissioners  and  clerks,  and  he 
mentioned  some  work  to  me  of  a topographical  character  as  being  one  which  he 
thought  useless,  and  I rather  believe  I said  I did  not  consider  it  a useless  work  : 

“There are  other  works,”  I added,  “which  I should  think  more  objectionable,  if 
that  is  objectionable ; and  I think  I said,  “ I wonder  whether  D’Israeli’s  Curiosities 
of  Literature  are  useful  to  you  in  the  course  of  your  miscellaneous  arrangement, ” 
thinking  it  was  as  likely  to  be  useful  to  Mr.  Cole  in  his  varied  work,  as  to  any 
other  individual. 

2103.  Is  it  your  impression  from  your  recollection,  that  D’lsraeli’s  Curiosities 
of  Literature  was  a work  purchased  by  the  commission  ? — My  impression  is  that 
I saw  it  in  the  bills  that  were  subjected  to  me  as  an  auditor. 

2104.  Did  Mr.  Cole  inform  you  he  was  the  author  of  a Letter  on  the  Exche 
quer  Records,  about  the  transference  of  the  records  to  the  King’s  remembrancer? 

—Yes,  he  did. 

2105.  Did  he  say  it  had  been  written  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Cooper  ? — Yes. 

2106.  Do  you  know  whether  the  board  sanctioned  it? — No;  it  was  produced  at 
the  board  one  day  as  a pamphlet  written  by  somebody,  and  copies  of  it  were  dis 
tnbuted  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  commissioners,  but  there  was  no  sanction  of  it. 

2107.  Do  you  know  whether  the  board  paid  for  it  ? — I do  not  know.  I recol- 
lect, when  I heard  from  Mr.  Cole  that  the  work  was  to  be  written  by  him  and 
printed,  I protested  in  very  strong  terms  against  it,  thinking  it  a very  injudicious 
mode  of  correcting  the  evils  of  public  offices.  I may  refer  to  what  I have  stated 
before  ; if  these  evils  existed,  the  commission  had  the  power  to  correct  them  in 
another  way,  and  if  we  had  not,  we  ought  'to  have  gone  to  Parliament  for  more 
extensive  powers. . I thought  that  if  that  pamphlet  was  written  by  a sub-commis- 
sioner or  a clerk,  it  must  probably  be  paid  for  by  the  commissioners’  money,  and  as 
T C0U  j no^  Pa^  ^or  °PenIy»  it  must  be  paid  for  in  some  concealed  way  ; and 

stated  these  reasons  to  Mr.  Cole  in  very  forcible  language. 

2108.  Do  you  suppose  it  was  paid  for  in  a direct  manner  ? — I really  know 
no  nng  about  it,  except  that  Mr.  Cole  made  some  statement  with  respect  to  a pecu- 
niary transaction  with  Mr.  Cooper  at  that  time,  and  something  as  to  the  mode  of 
payment,  of  which  I have  not  any  definite  recollection.  lean  only  account  for  my 
j'an  of  an  accurate  recollection  of  what  Mr.  Cole  said,  by  saying  that  I attended 
1 e to  any  further  statements,  the  conviction  upon  my  mind  being  that  the  whole 
Aj!  a transaction  that  ought  not  to  have  taken  place  ; and  being  an  acquaintance  of 
' *'  incent,  I was  the  more  annoyed  at  the  publication  of  a letter  of  that  cha- 
C er’  :iPParently  originating  with  a commission  of  which  I was  a member. 

■33*  ■ Y 3 2109.  In 
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E.  Protheroe,  jun. 
Esq. 


16  March  1836. 


2109.  In  the  last  Agenda  there  is  a notice  of  yours  about  the  general  report- 
what  was  your  object  in  giving  this  notice  ? — I had  accidentally  become  acquainted 
with  the  general  report,  and  I thought,  from  the  specimen  submitted  to  me,  it 
was  not  judiciously  compiled,  and  printed  in  a larger  type  than  was  desirable  to  be 
adopted  ; and  I had  also  entertained  a very  strong  opinion  against  the  publication 
of  any  large  report,  while  the  records  are  in  their  present  confused  state. 

2110.  What  is  this  general  report? — I do  not  know ; but  as  far  as  I saw,  it  con- 
sisted  of  returns  very  much  resembling  those  reports  made  to  the  former  commis- 
sion. I wished  the  commission  to  become  acquainted  with  the  probable  con- 
tents of  this  work,  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  insertion  of  these  returns,  the 
nature  of  the  different  reports  submitted  to  the  secretary,  and  the  type  that  should 
be  adopted  ; the  whole  appearing  to  me  to  be  a subject  on  which  the  commission 
had  not  been  put  in  possession  of  the  proper  information. 

2111.  Why  is  it  printed  in  folio? — Because,  I suppose,  the  last  report  Mas  in 
folio. 

2i  12.  For  whose  information  is  it  printed? — For  public  information  ; but  nomi- 
nally  it  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners  to  the  King  in  Council. 

*2113.  Who  pays  for  it? — The  public. 

2114.  Is  it  not  paid  out  of  the  funds  given  to  the  commission  ? — No,  it  is  to  be 
paid  for,  as  I was  told  by  the  secretary,  out  of  the  same  fund  as  any  other  Parlia- 
mentary document. 

2115.  Ey  whose  authority  is  it  printing? — That  is  exactly  the  point  I wish  to 
ascertain. 

2116.  Who  is  the  editor?— I suppose  Mr.  Hunter  is  the  editor;  he  has  the 
proof  sheets,  and  it  was  to  him  I applied  for  the  proof  sheets. 

2117.  Is  it  submitted  to  the  commissioners  before  printing? — I conceive  none 
of  the  contents  have  been  submitted  to  the  commissioners  before  printing,  and  it 
was  under  that  impression  I put  my  notice  upon  the  Agenda. 

2118.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a general  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission is  being  printed,  without  first  being  submitted  to  the  commissioners?— 
Right  or  wrong,  that  is  the  position  I conceive  the  report  to  be  in. 

2119.  Do  you  know  by  whom  the  different  parts  of  the  report  are  composed?— 
The  report  itself  I know  nothing  at  all  about ; I only  see  in  the  petty-cash  book, 
so  much  for  Mr.  Cooper’s  coach-hire  on  the  general  report.  The  returns  from  the 
different  offices  have  been  put,  as  Mr.  Cooper  told  me,  into  the  hands  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Hunter,  and  I saw  at  Mr.  Hunter’s  house,  or  at  Mr.  Cooper’s,  I forget  which, 
something  like  a digest  or  arrangement  of  those  returns.  I know  nothing  more 
in  regard  to  the  report  and  the  general  arrangement  of  the  appendix,  than  I have 
stated. 

2120.  Are  there  not  reports  from  each  of  the  offices  ?— -There  are  returns  from 
each  of  the  offices,  and  returns  from  Mr.  Cooper’s  clerks  or  sub-commissioners, 
with  respect  to  other  offices.. 

2121.  Are  these  reports  sent  to  Mr.  Hunter? — I suppose  they  are. 

•2122.  Does  he  print  them  as  sent  in  to  him,  or  make  alterations  in  them?— 
I presume  he  makes  alterations  in  them. 

2123.  Are  those  alterations  submitted  to  the  parties  who  make  the  general  report? 
—No,  I think  not : in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cole,  it  appeared  to  me  there  was  an 
intention  of  making  very  considerable  alterations  that  were  to  be  concealed  from 
him. 

2124.  Was  it  to  bear  Mr.  Cole’s  name? — Yes. 

2125.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  TV.  JVynn.~\  Do  you  remember  attending  the 
board  upon  the  17th  of  May  1834? — It  appears  from  the  minutes  I was  present. 

2126.  Do  you  remember  there  that  the  general  report  to  His  Majesty  was  pro- 
duced ? — I see  now,  in  the  minute-book,  that  the  general  report- to  His  Majesty  was 
produced,  but  certainly  my  memory  does  not  serve  me  to  say  what  was  produced, 
or  what  discussion  took  place.  I am  quite  sure  of  this,  that  the  report  was  never 
read  at  any  board  at  which  I was  present. 

2127.  Together  with  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  upon  the  returns 
intended  to  be  comprised  in  the  general  report ; and  that  an  order  was  then  made 
that  Mr.  Hunter  do  proceed  in  the  arrangement  of  the  returns,  and  to  draw  up 
heads  of  the  proposed  report'? — That  appears,  as  I now  see,  in  the  minutes.  I ha^ 
entirely  forgotten  the  transaction ; but,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  no  printed 
documents  were  then  produced,  and  the  object  I had  in  view,  in  giving  my  notices 
on  the  1 8th  of  December  and  27th  of  January,  was  to  bring  the  printed  work  under 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


75 


the  notice  of  the  commission.  I will  beg  leave  to  add,  that  as  it  appears  my  E.  Protheroe, jun. 
memory  does  not  serve  me  for  the  entry  in  our  minute-book,  this  is  another  Esq. 

instance  of  the  bad  effects  of  our  not  having  any  synoptical  table  of  the  business  — — 

conducted  under  the  board  ; and,  as  I have  repeatedly  urged,  fenders  it  impossible  16  March  l836- 
for  commissioners  to  say  what  is  doing  or  not  doing  under  the  board,  and  places 
them  in  a very  foolish  position. 

2128.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  You  have  stated,  in  answer  to  a late  question,  that  you 
think  that  the  report  to  be  furnished  by  Mr.  Cole  was  to  bear  his  name ; was  that 
statement  made  in  consequence  of  any  order  of  the  board,  or  from  your  general 
understanding  and  belief?— From  my  general  understanding  that  it  was  to  bear 
his  name,  as  the  person  arranging  the  records  in  the  office ; and  upon  the  speci- 
men sent  me  the  name  of  Henry  Cole  appeared. 

2129.  Do  the  names  of  the  persons  who  drew  up  the  reports  generally  appear? 

—Yes,  I believe  they  certainly  do ; the  only  report  that  I saw  proceeding  from  any 
one  immediately  connected  with  our  board  was  that  of  Mr.  Cole,  and  I happened 
to  become  subsequently  interested  in  the  fact  of  whether  Mr.  Cole’s  name  appeared 
there  as  a sub-commissioner  or  not,  as  the  name  of  sub-commissioner  had  been  struck 
out  by  Mr.  Hunter  or  Mr.  Cooper,  without  the  fact  having  been  communicated 
to  Mr.  Cole,  whose  interests  were  vitally  affected  by  the  omission  of  this  title. 

2130.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  whether  any  other  name  was  signed  to  it?  — 

No,  no  other  name  could  be  signed  to  it ; at  the  commencement  of  the  report 
I saw  the  name  of  Henry  Cole.  I beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Committee,  and  for 
the  information  of  the  commissioners  present,  that  my  object  in  asking  for  the 
proof  sheets  of  the  report  was  that  I might  become  acquainted  with  the  way  in 
which  certain  transactions  with  which  I was  connected  were  mentioned  in  that 
report.  I had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Cole  that  all  that  took  place  at  the  fire  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament,  with  respect  to  the  Augmentation  Records,  would  be 
mentioned,  and  I was  afraid  more  details  were  entered  into  than  was  necessary,  and 
I wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of  suggesting  to  him  to  strike  out  any  unnecessary 


2131.  You  think,  on  the  whole,  that  Mr.  Cole  has  not  been  well  used  about 
this  report  ? — I do  not  know  how  Mr.  Cole  was  subsequently  treated  with  regard 
to  that,  but  I think  there  were  some  expressions  in  a letter  submitted  to  me  by 
Mr.  Hunter  calculated  to  mislead  Mr.  Cole,  and  tq  induce  him  to  think  that  all 
the  documents,  and  his  included,  would  be  submitted  to  the  commission;  whereas 
Mr.  Hunter  in  making  use  of  the  word  commission,  explained  it  afterwards  to  me 
to  mean  himself  only,  who  was  the  representative  of  the  commission,  and  the  person 
to  whom  those  reports  Avere  referred  by  the  commission.  I believe  that  subse- 
quently Mr.  Cooper  disapproved  of  any  alterations  being  made  in  Mr.  Cole’s 
report  without  Mr.  Cole’s  approval.  But  I since  understand  that  Mr.  Cole  has 
not  seen  his  reports  in  print,  and  has  been  refused  altogether  any  means  of  knowing 
their  state. 

2132.  What  is  the  secretary’s  salary? — £.  500  a year. 

2133-_IS  aU  that  he  receives  from  the  commission? — All  he  receives  in  the 
way  of  direct  payment. 

2134.  Are  any  other  payments  made  you  would  consider  in  the  nature  of  pay 
ments  made  to  him,  or  additional  emoluments  ? — As  additional  emoluments,  I con 
ceive,  not  one  additional  payment ; there  are  such  as  coach-hire,  and  there  are 
other  payments  that  may  be  considered  to  be  fairly  comprised  under  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  secretary’s  establishment,  for  conducting  the  business  of  the  com- 
mission, clerks,  house  rent,  coals,  candles. 

2135.  How  much  does  the  secretary  altogether  cost  the  commission  ? — If  the 
question  refers  to  the  establishment,  I should  say,  as  far  as  I could  judge,  I mean 
as  to  the  amount,  between  1,200/.  and  1,300 /.  a year  ; but  other  persons  might 
make  it  more,  and  others  much  less ; it  depends  upon  the  items  that  you  choose  to 
class  under  one  head,  it  being  fully  understood  when  I state  from  1,200/.  to 
sahr°  l ’ ^ n0t  mean  ^iafc  t^e  secretary  has  emoluments  beyond  500  /.  a year 

2136.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  state  the  details  which  con- 
stitute, m your  judgment,  the  aggregate  of  1,200/.  as  the  sum  which  the  secretary 
cos  s the  commission  ? — I very  much  regret  that  this  is.  the  only  day  I have  not 

rought  down  my  papers  and  my  analysis  of  the  expenditure  to  the  committee- 
h° ' K r W3S  n0t  avvare  that  I was  going  be  examined  upon  this  point  to-day  j 
u believe  I may  state,  roughly,  that  I have  included  under  this  head  the  secre- 

0.32.  J , 
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E.  Protheroe,  jun.  tary’s  salary,  various  clerks,  Bennett,  Wylde,  Smith,  Dr.  Drescher,  copying  clerks 
ksq-  housekeeper  and  porter,  coach-hire  for  the  secretary  particularly,  and  some  othur 
16  March  18  6 *tems-  It  is  to  clearly  understood,  that  in  making  this  calculation  I do  not 
characterize  it  as  the  expense  upon  the  secretary,  but  simply  as  a branch  of  our 
expenditure  which  may  be  classed  under  one  head. 

2137.  With  the  permission  of  the  Committee  and  Chairman,  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  details? — I am  perfectly  unable  to  furnish 
the  Committee  with  the  details,  because  I protest  against  any  analysis  of  the  ac- 
counts I have  taken  being  brought  forward  in  evidence,  inasmuch  as  I have  had  no 
opportunity  of  making  it  as  correct  as  it  requires.  I put  in  these  as  very  rough 
calculations ; at  the  same  time,  I will  furnish  the  Committee  with  those  items 
that  I believe  to  be  accurate';  but  I must  beg  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
I do  not  put  them  in  as  the  result  of  an  analysis  which  entirely  satisfies  myself. 


Estimate. 


Secretary  - 

Clerks  - 

Porter  and  laundress 

House  rent  - 

Repairs  of  same  house 

Coach-hire  for  secretary  alone 

Candles  - - - 

Coal 

Furniture  - - - - 


Sic  in  orig. 


Items  included  in  232  /. 

Mr.  Bennett,  letter  copier  - 
Smith,  keeper  of  accounts  - 
Drescher,  foreign  corresponding  clerk  - 
Wylde,  copying  clerk  - - 

Mitchell,  another 
Bell,  another  - - - - 

Gunton,  another  - 

Leaver,  another  - 
Hardiman,  another  - 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

500  - - 

- 

302  18  6 

- 

71  - - 

- 

70  - - 

- 

382  15  - 

- 

48  9 4 

- 

28 15  - 

- 

21  10  - 

- 

49  2 i 

£. 

M74  9 n 

il. 

I £.  s.  d. 

- 

63  l 6 

- 

55  ~ ~ 

- 

70  - - 

" 

50  - - 

_ 

13  - - 

_ 

6 - - 

21  7 - 

3 10  - 

£. 

302  18  6 

These  persons  are  not  engaged  on  record  transcriptions. 
To  the  above,  some  part  of  the  following  items  should  be  added : • 


Coach-hire,  postage  and  porterage,  charged 
together  ------ 

Postage  - - - - 

Postage,  porterage  and  carriage 


£. 

s. 

d. 

110 

17 

11 

35 

4 

3 

124 

3 

“ 

270 

5 

2 

L474 

9 

11 

1.744 

15 

T 

In  the  above  calculation  stationery  is  not  included,  nor  small  gratuities  to  servants?and 
workmen.  The  amount  of  stationery  is  31 1. 

2137*.  The  Committee  will  receive  them  singly,  as  the  materials  upon  which 
you  have  drawn  the  calculations  that  1,200/.  is  the  aggregate  sum  expended  by 
the  commission  upon  the  secretary’s  establishment,  without  considering  that  that 
is  the  precise  sum,  but  that  that  is  the  sum  which,  with  the  materials  before  you, 
you  have  considered  to  be  the  fair  result  of  your  inquiry  ? — I shall  be  very  glad  to 
furnish  the  Committee  with  the  calculation  on  this  understanding. 

2138.  The  Right  hon.  C.  JV.  Williams  JVynn.\  With  respect  to  the  printing  of 
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the  appendix  to  the  general  report  of  the  board,  it  stands  upon  the  minutes  that 
the  attention  of  The  Speaker  was  drawn  to  this  matter,  in  order  that  he  might, 
when  applied  to,  direct  a sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  report  and  appendix 
to  be  worked  off  for  the  use  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; this  passed 
at  a meeting  on  the  ist  of  August  last  P — I see  that  is  inserted  in  the  minutes. 

2139.  Which  minutes  were  afterwards,  at  a meeting  of  the  18th  of  December, 
at  which  you  were  present,  read  and  confirmed  ? — Yes,  it  so  appears  ; I am  ready 
to  admit  that  my  recollection  does  not  serve  me  for  all  that  has  passed  at  every 
board ; and  I view  instances  of  my  want  of  recollection  as  no  bad  illustrations  of 
the  great  necessity  there  is  of  the  documents  that  I have  required  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  commissioners.  As  far  as  the  question  of  the  Right  lion.  Gentleman 
refers  to  my  motion  on  the  18th  of  December  and  the  27th  of  January,  I think 
these  previous  minutes,  with  respect  to  the  general  report,  are  not  contradictory  to 
my  statements  ; my  impression  being  that  the  question  has  not  been  sufficiently 
discussed.  I should,  if  our  board  had  met,  have  repeated  the  same  notice,  inas- 
much as  the  only  opportunity  I have  had  of  examining  the  general  report  has  pro- 
duced dissatisfaction  in  my  mind  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  reports  contained 
in  it,  and  the  mode  of  printing.  I still  think  it  is  a matter  that  deserves  the 
serious  consideration  of- the  board,  or  re- consideration,  if  it  has  been  discussed 
before,  and  not,  as  I believe,  passed  over  as  merely  formal  business. 

2140.  Was  not  this  business  also  mentioned  in  the  Agenda,  circulated  among  the 
members  generally  ?— I believe  it  occurs  frequently  in  the  Agenda. 

214].  Chairman.']  But  you  do  not  seem  to  have  acquired  much  information 
from  all  those  entries  in  the  minutes? — No;  but  nevertheless  1 will  not  affirm  that 
I may  not  be  apparently  censurable  for  not  having  given  more  attention  to  the 
notices  in  the  Agenda  or  the  general  report.  A more  minute  attention  might 
have  led  me  at  that  time  to  express  opinions  which  I thought  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  communicate  to  the  board  latterly. 

2142.  Do  you  think  you  are  to  blame? — No,  I do  not.  The  minute-books  are 
numerous  and  bulky  ; they  are  not  in  the  commissioners’  hands  ; there  are  no 
helps  for  reference,  and  these  entries  are  no  proofs  of  discussion. 

2143.  On  those  occasions  when  the  report  was  produced,  was  it  read,  or  in  the 
hands  of  the  members? — I do  riot  remember  having  seen  anv  part  of  the  report 
in  type.  I will  not  say  it  may  not  have  been  produced;  and,  if  produced,  I ought 
possibly  to  have  seen,  and  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  it ; but 
even  ifit  had  come  under  my  notice  in  type  at  that  time  I should  not  be  ashamed  of 
proposing  a reconsideration  of  it  to  the  board.  I had  subsequently  read  the  report 
of  Mr.  Hume’s  Committee  upon  the  expenditure  of  printing  for  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  where  an  ecoriomical  mode  of  printing  is  recommended.  With  this 
it  was  impossible  for  our  board  to  be  acquainted  at  a former  period ; and  hence 
one,  and  a very  good  reason,  in  my  opinion,  for  taking  the  general  report  into 
consideration,  even  admitting,  which  I certainly  do  not,  that  it  had  received  all 
the  requisite  examination. 


2144.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  You  have  stated  the  names  of  certain  individuals  as 
clerks  in  the  establishment  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Wylde,  Mr.  Bennett  and  Dr. 
Drescher;  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  that  they  are  regular  salaried' clerks, 
employed  permanently,  or  whether  any  of  them  were  transcribers.. employed  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  commission  might  have  required? — I hope  it  will  be  under- 
stood that  in  placing  this  expenditure  directly  under  the  head  of  the  secretary,  I 
do  not  meai^  anything  invidious  to  Mr.  Cooper.  In  answer  to  the  question  put 
to  me,  I shoulu  say  that  I conceive  Smith  to  be  a regular  clerk,  at  50  l.  odd  per 
year,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Cooper,  as  an  accountant  for  the  business  of  the  board; 
that  Bennett  is  a regular  copying  clerk ; and  Dr.  Drescher  may  be  considered  to 
be  almost  a sub-commissioner,  as  having,  I believe,  materially  helped  to  compile 
Appendix  (A)  to  the  Report  on  the  Fcedera,  and  not  a clerk,  except  as  conducting 
the  foreign  correspondence  ; and  that  other  individuals  appear  to  have  been  hired 
■^t  different  periods,  some  for  shorter  periods,  some  for  longer,  and  others  to  be 
Anployed  on  job  or  piece-work.  Putting  all  the  salaries  or  payments  of  all  those 
wjiv;duals  together,  I made  the  calculation  upon  which  my  former  statement  was 

S.  Chairman .]  It  would  appear  from  your  answer  that  you  are,  on  the  whole, 
ich  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  commission? — Yes;  I cannot  say 
iave  been  satisfied  with  our  mode  of  doing  business  or  accomplishing  the 
Df  the  commission. 

. And,  on  the  whole,  almost  since  the  commencement  of  the  commission, 
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you  have  been  in  a state  of  opposition  upon  many  points  to  a great  portion  of  the 
commissioners  and  the  secretary? — Yes ; but  I had  the  pleasure  of  agreeing  at  the 
commencement  most  cordially  with  Mr.  Cooper  in  his  efforts  to  reduce  the  extra- 
vagant  and  ill-merited  salaries  of  several  of  the  old  sub-commissioners,  and  I 
heartily  approved  of  the  system  upon  which  he  was  proceeding.  We  have  subse- 
quently differed  entirely  as  to  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts,  and  the  desir- 
ableness of  producing  certain  documents  that  I thought  useful  for  the  instruction 
of  the  commissioners  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty ; and  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  mode  in  which  the  notices  were  received  in  November  1 833,  and  from  Mr. 
Cooper’s  communications  to  me,  that  these  views  of  mine  had  met  in  any  degree 
with  the  approbation  of  the  commission  until  November  1 835,  when  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  proposed  a new  system  of  keeping  the  accounts,  which  was  almost 
the  same  as  that  which  I should  have  submitted  to  the  board. 

2147.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.\  On  a former  examination  you  stated  you  had  not 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  commissioners,  in  consequence  of  your  own  ill  health 
for  the  first  year  after  the  period  of  your  being  inserted  in  the  commission,  but 
from  the  period  when  you  joined  the  commission,  with  few  exceptions,  you  have 
considered  yourself  as  in  opposition  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  commission?— 
I have  expressed  from  a very  early  period  my  decided  dissatisfaction  at  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts  by  the  secretary ; and  I have  endeavoured,  from  a very  early 
period,  to  induce  him  to  alter  his  system.  From  my  observation  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  and  the  feelings  of  the  commissioners,  I viewed  the  secretary  as  the 
chief  authority  in  the  commission  ; as  an  individual  to  whom  not  only  the  common 
business  of  the  commission  and  the  keeping  accounts  was  left  by  the  board,  but 
to  whom  the  general  control  and  management  of  the  affairs  were  delegated.  I 
therefore  limited  my  efforts  at  the  first  to  endeavouring  to  convince  Mr.  Cooper 
that  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  another  system  of  keeping  the  accounts. 

2148.  The  answer  refers  principally  to  the  accounts,  the  question  referred  to 

the  general  conduct  of  the  commission ; and  are  this  Committee  to  understand 
that  you  have  approved  or  disapproved,  generally  speaking,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
commission  since  you  became  yourself  an  active  member  of  it? — I think  the  com- 
mission has  not  been  as  efficient  as  it  might  have  been.  I have  instanced  the 
imperfect  manner  in  which  we  have  proceeded  to  effect  an  arrangement  of  records, 
and  our  omission  of  all  reform  as  to  fees  in  and  access  to  record  offices.  The 
board  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  surrender  too  large  a portion  of  its  authority, 
and  almost  the  whole  of  the  management,  to  the  secretary.  This,  I hoped,  would 
have  been  corrected  by  the  production  of  quarterly  reports,  and  correct  state- 
ments of  works  being  done,  and  details  of  agreements  with  editors ; and  I have 
now  frequently  urged  their  production,  at  the  board  as  well  as  in  my  corre- 
spondence with  the  secretax-y,  from  the  very  first  year  of  my  attendance  at  the 
board.  But  my  exertions  have  certainly  been  chiefly  directed  to  effect  a change 
in  our  mode  of  keeping  accounts.  To  that  point  my  attention  has  naturally  been 
more  directed  than  that  of  other  persons,  since  if  I owe  my  place  on  the  com- 
mission to  one  cause  more  than  another,  it  is  to  that  of  my  having  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  the  injudicious  course  of  former  commissioners  by  the 
motions  I made  for  returns  of  their  expenditure.  I am  quite  persuaded  that  an 
accurate  and  clear  system  of  book-keeping  is  not  simply  the  best,  but  the  only 
preservative  against  jobbing,  and  that  it  eventually  forms  the  best  guide  in  ascer- 
taining the  proper  remuneration  to  be  given  to  persons  employed  under  any  com- 
mission. "'“i  . 

2149.  When  you  say  you  have  limited  yourself  generally  to  tin/ financial  opera- 

tions of  the  commissioners,  are  the  Committee  to  understand  you/Have  not  frequently 
called  the  attention  of  the  board  of  commissioners  to  other  subjects,  for  instance, 
on  the  18th  of  December  last,  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Cole? — -It  is  quite  a mistake  to 
suppose  that  I brought  Mr  Cole’s  case,  or  that  of  Mr.  Hardy,  under  thenofciceof 
the  commissioners ; they  were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  commissi°neiS  ^ 
the  secretary..  I had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  these  cases,  except  ftat  ^ 
name  occurs  in  Mr.  Cole’s  memorial  or  letter.  I subsequently  made  a motion  to 
reinstate  Mr.  Cole  as  a sub-commissioner ; but  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Cole  rfr‘ 
Hardy  1 had  nothing  whatever  to  do,  as  supposed  in  the  question.  1 

.2150.  Chairman.]  But  upon  that  case  as  well  as  many  others  you  web#'1  a 
minority  r I was  not  only  in  a minority,  but  stood  singly  against  the  othejF conl* 
missioners  present,  not,  however,  on  the  question,  whether  the  complainantfs  'vere 
sub-commissioners,  for  1 agreed  without  hesitation  in  the  decision  of  the  bq#rcl  t!,at 
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they  were  not  sub-commissioners,  for  there  was  no  minute  to  be  found  of  their  E.  Protkeroe,  jun. 
appointment.  The  question  on  which  I was  in  a minority  was,  that  Mr.  Cole  be  Esq. 

appointed  a sub-commissioner.  He  had,  in  my  opinion,  been  virtually  acting  in  

that  capacity,  and  I saw  nothing  in  his  conduct  which  should  deprive  him,  after  16  March  l836. 
such  long  service,  of  the  title  and  the  protection  it  afforded. 

2151.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Upon  that  occasion,  when  you  stood  singly  against 
the  commissioners,  the  minutes  of  the  board  now  upon  the  table  show  that  there 
were  present  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Right  hon.  Lord 
Brougham,  the  Right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Lord  John 
Russell),  the  Right  hon.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Spring  Rice),  the  Right 
hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  hart.,  L.  H.  Petit,  esq.,  H.  B.  Ker, 
esq.,  Henry  Hallarn,  esq.,  John  Allen,  esq.,  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.,  E.  V.  Utterson, 
esq.,  and  William  Brougham,  esq.  Does  your  recollection  supply  you  with  any 
names  that  are  not  there  entered  as  being  present,  or  any  names  there  entered  who 
were  not  present? — No. 

2152.  Then  you  stood  alone  against  those  members  of  the  commission? — Yes,  I 
stood  alone ; but  subsequent  consideration  has  not  induced  me  to  alter  the  opinion 
I then  entertained  of  the  cases  submitted  to  the  board.  I should  be  the  last  man, 

I trust,  who  would  set  up  his  judgment  against  the  individual  or  collective  opinion 
of  many  of  the  commissioners  then  present.  But  that  array  of  great  names  does 
not,  nor  ought  it,  to  disturb  my  mind  when  called  upon  to  decide  a case  between 
man  and  man.  Perhaps,  being  habituated  to  Parliamentary  opposition,  I did  not 
despair  that  the  opinions  of  a minority,  however  small,  in  our  commission,  might 
become,  like  that  of  many  a small  minority  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  which  I 
have  voted,  the  principle  and  rule  of  action  of  the  majority.  Allow  me  to. say, 
that  I view  that  list  as  a very  fallacious  test  of  the  weight  which  is  to  be  attached 
to  the  decision  of  the  board  in  question.  Some  of  those  commissioners  very  rarely 
attended,  and  took  no  part  in  our  affairs ; others  had  never  attended  on  any  other 
occasion ; and  some,  as  the  Ministers  of  State,  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  entered 
into  the  details  of  the  memorials,  or  to  have  been  possessed  of  the  previous  acquaint- 
ance necessary  for  coming  to  a decision  on  their  merits.  I must  recal  to  the 
memory  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  that  Lord  Brougham  himself  expressed 
strongly  the  impossibility  of  entering  into  the  correspondence,  after  having  made 
a remark  on  one  letter  of  Mr.  Hardy’s.  The  attention  of  the  board  was  directed, 
and  its  judgment  called  for,  on  one  point  alone,  whether  the  complainants  were 
sub-commissioners  or  not ; and  it  having  been  decided  that  they  were  clerks  of 
Mr.  Cooper’s,  and  dependent  on  him,  the  board  did  not  enter  into  that  other 
question,  to  which  1 should  have  wished  its  serious  attention,  the  merits  of  the 
matter  at  issue  betwixt  the  secretary  and  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Hardy.  Those  gen- 
tlemen had  acted  as  sub-commissioners  of  the  most  important  and  confidential 
character,  and  were,  in  my  opinion,  as  much  entitled  to  the  protection  involved  in 
a direct  dependence  on  the  board,  as  if  they  had  been  named  sub-commissioners 
by  the  board. 

21 53.  Chairman .]  You  made  some  remark  about  Lord  Brougham  ; you  think  the 
value  of  his  Lordship’s  decision  in  that  case  is  rather  lessened  by  his  not  knowing  so- 
much  of  the  matter  as  he  might  have  known  ? — I am  satisfied,  as  I said  before,, 
that  his  Lordship’s  decision  was  formed  upon  the  single  view'  of  the  complainants 
being  technically  clerks  immediately  subordinate  to  the  secretary,  who,  contrary,  in 
my  opinion,  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  our  commission,  had  managed  to 
engross  to  himself  their  appointments  ; and  this  question  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  authority, 
seems  alone  to  have  been  discussed  and  canvassed  at  the  board.  At  least,  the  con- 
tents of  the  memorials  affecting  the  character  and  the  livelihood  of  two  of  the 
cleverest  and  most  efficient  gentlemen  in  our  service,  did  not  undergo  that  atten- 
tion, consideration  and  discussion,  which  I thought  and  contended  they  deserved. 

2154.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  Lord 
Brougham  stated  he  had  not  read  the  memorials,  or  merely  that  there  was  not 
time  to  read  them  publicly,  every  member  present,  it  being  to  be  presumed,  having 
received  in  regular  circulation  such  copies  ? — What  was  stated  by  Lord  Brougham 
did  not  indicate  whether  he  had  or  had  not  read  the  whole  of  these  documents, 
which  I take  for  granted  were  previously  sent  to  him  as  to  other  commissioners. 

It  is  but  justice  and  courtesy  to  Lord  Brougham,  and  to  every  member  of  the 
commission,  to  presume  that  they  had  read  the  memorials  before  they  rejected  them. 

But  undoubtedly  the  expressions  which  fell  from  Lord  Brougham,  indicated  that  he 
treated  the  applications  in  the  light  of  angry  letters  from  clerks  to  their  employers, 
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E.Prothtroe,  jun.5  and  did  not  view  these  as  cases  in  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  commission  to 
Esq.  interfere. 

2155.  Chairman :]  Do  you  think  that  the  members  of  this  commission  have  done 

j 6 March  1836.  any  great  jeai  0f  g00Ci  ? — The  commission  has  not  been  as  efficient,  I think,  as  it 
might  have  been  even  with  its  present  powers,  and  certainly  not  as  effective  of  good 
as  it  would  be  with  increased  authority ; I am,  however,  far  from  being  of  opinion 
that  it  has  not  furthered  the  objects  for  which  it  was  appointed,  in  some  degree. 

2156.  Did  you  ever  think  of  resigning? — I confess  that  I did  for  a short  time 
contemplate  such  an  act.  I was  at  that  time  excessively  dissatisfied  on  the  subject 
to  which  I have  been  obliged  to  allude  so  frequently,  the  keeping  our  accounts, 
and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  any  definite  information  as  to  the  whole  of 
the  works  done  in  the  name  of  the  commission.  In  these  and  some  other  matters 
such  as  an  extension  and  better  system  in  the  management  of  records,  and  a reform 
in  the  mode  of  access  to  the  records,  I felt  that  I could  not  effect  what  I thought 
desirable,  and  I was  peculiarly  desirous  of  not  being  supposed  to  approve  bf  a 
system  which  admitted  so  much  concealment  of  our  proceedings  and  expenditure. 
But  I soon  rejected  any  idea  of  resigning,  as  unwise  and  as  a dereliction  of  duty, 
and  trusted  to  steady  remonstrance  and  quiet  argument  for  effecting  the  change 
I humbly  thought  so  very  necessary. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

\_The  Witness  delivered  in  a paper.] 

I lay  before  the  Committee  a statement,  which  although  it  is  a summary  only  of 
C.  P.  Cooper , Esq.  certain  proceedings  of  the  board,  is  much  too  long  to  form  a part  of  the  viva,  voce 

■ evidence  of  the  secretary,  and  it  is  therefore  requested  it  may  be  inserted  in  the 

Appendix  : it  relates  to  those  departments  of  the  labours  of  the  commission  which 
the  Committee  had,  down  to  the  middle  of  my  examination  on  Monday,  made  the 
principal  topics  of  their  inquiry ; namely,  the  state  of  the  principal  record  reposito- 
ries, and  the  measures  taken  by  the  board  for  preserving  the  records,  and  rendering 
the  use  of  them  more  convenient  to  the  public.  This  statement  is  drawn  up  from 
the  minute-books,  and  is  principally  designed  to  fill  up  the  gaps  unavoidably  left 
in  testimony  elicited  by  questions  for  which  I found  myself  unprepared.  It  relates 
to  the  information  procured  as  to  the  condition  of  the  records  in  the  record  offices, 
the  regulations  observed  in  them,  and  the  emoluments  of  the  keepers : to  the  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  offices  by  the  commissioners,  the  steps  taken  in  consequence 
of  the  information  acquired,  both  as  regards  repositories  and  records  in  masses:  to 
the  changes  suggested  by  the  board  in  respect  to  the  records  of  the  Chapter 
House,  Somerset  House,  the  King’s  Mews,  and  the  Rolls  Chapel : to  the  appropri- 
ation of  the  Rolls  House,  Chancery-lane,  to  the  reception  of  records:  to  the 
King’s  Bench  records,  the  records  of  the  Pipe-office,  and  the  Lord  Treasurer’s 
Remembrancer’s-office,  the  Common  Pleas  records,  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
records,  the  records  at  the  Tower,  the  records  of  the  office  of  Land  Revenue  for 
England  and  Wales,  the  records  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  and  the  pro- 
posal for  a general  record-office  : to  the  sorting,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding 
of  the  records  in  the  Chapter  House,  the  Augmentation-office,  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster-office,  and  the  Rolls  Chapel,  as  also  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
records,  the  Pipe  Rolls,  the  Chancellor’s  Rolls,  and  the  records  at  the  Tower : to 
the  calendars,  indexes  and  catalogues  formed  of  records  and  manuscripts  at  the 
Tower,  Chapter  House,  and  the  Augmentation-office,  of  the  Parliamentary  Sur- 
veys at  Lambeth  Palace,  the  manuscripts  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  library,  and  the  Dods- 
worth  manuscripts  at  Oxford  : to  the  private  indexes  to  records  : to  the  establish- 
ments, officers  and  fees,  and  particularly  to  the  offices  of  keeper  of  records  at  the 
Chapter  House,  and  chief  clerk  of  the  record  office  at  the  Tower.  Access  to  lite- 
rary inquirers  is  the  last  head  of  the  summary. 

2157.  Chairman.]  Is  there  any  other  matter  which  you  wish  to  state  to  the 
Committee  ? — Yes  : in  the  cours.e  of  my  examination,  I have  been  asked  whether 
any  inquiry  had  been  made,  or  any  communication  with  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer  had  taken  place,  as  to  the  officers  of  that  court  taking  records  to 
their  own  houses,  and  numbers  of  valuable  records  being  by  those  and  other  means 
lost,  and  others  publicly  sold  at  the  death  of  officers  of  the  court,  as  their  private 
property  : to  this  question  my  recollection  did  not  enable  me  at  the  time  to  make 
a satisfactory  answer,  but  I am  now  able  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  proof  that 
these  matters  were  not  neglected.  For  this  purpose  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  t 
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pa ere  249  of  the  printed  Agenda.  The  records  so  lost  and  stolen  were  the  miscel- 
laneous records  of  the  King’s  RemembrancerVoffice ; and  it  will  be  recollected 
that  the  commissioners  began  the  cleaning,  sorting,  and  repairing  of  these  as  early 
as  February  1 832,  but  in  order  effectually  to  prevent  any  further  spoliation,  they 
finally  resolved  to  take  all  such  records  under  their  temporary  charge ; and  on  the 
14th  of  March  1S33,  a letter  was  addressed  to  Lord  Lyndhurst,  stating  that  they 
had  ascertained  that  great  loss  by  damp,  decay  and  theft,  had  accrued  to  the  records 
in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s-office,  then  deposited  in  the  King’s  Mews  at 
Charing  Cross,  and  requesting  that  all  the  unarranged  records  in  that  depository, 
not  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer  as  a court  of  equity,  might  be  forthwith 
placed  under  the  custody  of  the  board,  the  commissioners  undertaking  that  the 
same  should  be  kept  in  a place  of  security,  and  to  have  them  cleaned,  sorted  and 
calendared.  A similar  letter  was  also  addressed  by  order  of  the  board  to  Mr. 
Vincent,  the  King’s  remembrancer,  and  a third  to'  Mr.  Spring  Rice ; and  the  result 
was  the  Treasury  warrant  relative  to  the  miscellaneous  records  in  this  department, 
which  has  already  been  delivered  in. 

2158.  What  are  these  volumes  I have  before  me  ; the  appendixes  from  A.  to  E. 
inclusive,  to  the  report  on  Rymer’s  Fcedera  ?— They  have  been  produced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  order  of  this  Committee  that  copies  should  be  laid  before  it  of  all 
works  printed  by  Messrs.  Roworth  & Son,  both  those  complete  and  those  in 
progress. 

2159.  What  are  these  works? — They  are  portions  of  the  appendixes  to  the 
report  upon  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  continuing  the  great  work  of  the 
new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Foedera,  to  the  final  completion  of  the  plan  on  which  it  was 
at  first  projected,  and  on  which  it  has  hitherto  been  conducted  ; and  also  of  the  mate- 
rials either  fit  for  insertion  in  this  work,  or  illustrative  of  the  history  and  ancient 
literature  of  the  British  Isles,  existing  in  foreign  archives  and  libraries. 

2160.  Under  what  authority  is  the  commission  collecting  materials  for  a history 
of  the  British  Isles  ?■ — Parliament,  in  confiding  to  the  commissioners  the  compila- 
tion of  a work  resembling  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  must  have  of  course  intended  that  they 
should  have  authority  to  collect  such  historical  materials.  The  superintendence  of 
the  work,  usually  styled  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  was  given  to  the 
present  board  by  a letter  of  Lord  Melbourne,  when  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  dated  in  May  1831. 

2161.  Will  you  let  the  Committee  have  that  letter? — There  is  in  the  Agenda, 
p.  201,  an  extract  from  the  letter  addressed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  the  old  commis- 
sioners; that  letter  was  written  in  November  1822.  The  letter  of  Lord  Melbourne 
was  to  the  same  effect.  ■ 


2162.  That  is  founded  upon  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  July  1822  ? 
— Thp  letter  was  written  in  consequence  of  an  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  King,  presented  in  July  1822. 

2163.  The  address  represents  that  the  editions  of  our  works  by  the  ancient  his- 

torians are  incorrect  and  defective,  and  many  of  their  writings  still  remain  in 
manuscript,  and  in  some  cases  in  a single  copy  only,  and  that  a uniform  and  con- 
venient edition  of  the  whole,  published  under  His  Majesty’s  royal  sanction,  is 
recommended;  and  the  House  therefore  humbly  besought  His  Majesty  to  give 
such  directions  as  His  Majesty  in  his  wisdom  might  think  fit,  for  the  publication  of 
a complete  edition  of  the  ancienthistorians  of  the  realm  : do  you  suppose  that  the 
term  ‘ our  ancient  historians  ’ applies  to  any  but  the  historians  of  this  country  ? Per- 

sons learned  in  history  and  antiquities  have  considered  that  such  an  address  has 
conferred  an  authority,  not  only  to  print  histories  or  chronicles  written  by  natives 
, the  British  Isles,  as  Bede  and  Florence  of  Worcester,  but  also  those  composed 
hy  foreigners,  as  Geffrei  Gaiamar,  Wace  and  Titus  Livius  Forojuliensis ; nay 
-CAcerpts  from  the  classic  writers,  as  Caesar  and  Tacitus,  have  been  deemed  to  be 
a necessary  part  of  a collection  of  materials  for  our  ancient  history. 

■ 21  f 4-  P°  yo“  mean  to  say,  upon  this  authority,  you  would  have  been  justified 
in  pub  ishmg  editions  of  Caesar  and  Tacitus?— Not  in  publishing  entire  editions, 
in  1 fCh  portIons  of  their  writings  as  relate  to  the  British  Isles.  Pinkerton, 
urns  address  respecting  a similar  publication,  to  be  entitled  “ Rerum  Anglicarum 
tn  JL°reS’  Sa-P’  ln  a comP^ati°n  °f  a work  intended  to  be  complete  in  itselfj  and 
inZfui  theJeader  an  universal  body  of  ancient  English  history,  it  appears 
*11.  Pensahiej  and  is  consonant  to  the  opinion  of  the  best  lud.p-es.  that  those  narts  of 


the  p 1 ‘jUuauiJclul'  ‘-“0  opinion  of  the  best  judges,  that  those  parts  of 

if., , and  Roman  writers  which  relate  to  this  Island,  should  be  extracted  : 

) prin- 


anrlh  1 , lwTau  writers  wnicn  relate  to  this  Island,  should  be  extrac 

0 3eo  a ™at  the  extracts  from  Cajsar  should  be  collated  with  the  editio  f 


ceps. 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
16  March  1836. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  9ePs>  an^  others,  the  best  editions  ; and  that  a similar  care  should  not  be  wanting 
in  regard  to  Strabo,  Tacitus,  Herodian,  the  Panegyrists,  Ammianus  Marcelling 

16  March  1836.  & e.-  Of  Ptolemy’s  Geography,  the  original  of  which  was  published  from  a bad  manu 
script,  by  Erasmus,  he  observes,  valuable  variations  have  been  pointed  by  Mont' 
faucon,  in  his  Bibliotheca  Coisleniana ; and  the  third  volume  of  the  minor  Greek 
geographers  presents  various  readings  of  Guido  of  Ravenna,  all  of  which,  and  in 
short  all  the  latest  discoveries  concerning  the  extracts  used,  should  be  carefully 
given.  Mr.  Petrie  has,  in  conformity  with  this  opinion,  printed  Excerpta  de  Bri- 
tannia, from  all  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers,  beginning  with  Herodotus,  and 
ending  with  Suetonius.  He  has  also  printed  inscriptions  on  marbles,  containing' 
names  of  places,  or  of  offices,  & c.,  relative  to  Britain.  It  was  his  intention  to  col- 
lect all  the  legends  of  Roman  coins  connected  with  it,  and  to  incorporate  them 
in  the  work ; indeed  he  proposed  at  one  time  to  add  a list  of  the  different  Roman 
coins  found  in  this  country.  Nor  were  the  Excerpts  to  be  confined  to  the  classic 
writers  : it  was  part  of  Mr.  Petrie’s  plan,  that  a selection  of  all  notices  touching 
Britain  should  be  taken  from  foreign  authors  of  a more  modern  date.  The  oriental 
historians  and  chroniclers,  who  have  written  of  the  Crusades,  would  of  course  enter 
into  the  collection. 

2165.  Has  this  work  been  confided  to  Mr.  Petrie  ? — It  w'as  confided  to  him  until 
recently ; the  Rev.  John  Sharp  was  a co-editor  with  him. 

2166.  Is  he  no  longer  the  editor  of  it? — The  work  is  suspended. 

2167.  Why  has  it  been  suspended  ?— The  delay  in  bringing  out  the  first  volume 
is  the  cause  : the  printing  of  it  commenced  in  January  1 830,  and  on  the  26th 
December  1831,  664  pages  had  been  worked  off.  In  May  1831  an  order  of  the 
board  was  made,  appointing  Mr.  Petit  and  Mr.  Allen  a committee  to  make  some 
inquiries  respecting  the  work,  and  they  reported  it  to  be  sufficiently  in  conformity 
with  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  warrant  the  prosecution  thereof,  and 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  same  should  be  continued.  The  volume  not  havin'?, 
according  to  expectations  created,  been  completed  in  March  1 833,  the  statement 
printed  in  the  Agenda,  pages  201-226,  was  drawn  up  by  the  secretary;  and  on  the 
1st  June  ensuing  an  order  was  made  by  the  board  that  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr. 
Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe  should  form  a committee  to  inquire  into  the  progress 
made  in  the  work  in  question,  the  manner  of  its  execution,  the  expenses  incurred, 
and  the  arrangements  made  for  its  prosecution  for  the  time  to  come.  The  death' 
too,  of  Mr.  Richard  Price,  the  editor  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  portion  of  the  work’ 
having  been  reported  at  the  same  board,  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  write  to  Mr. 
Petrie,  and  inform  him  that  it  wras  the  desire  of  the  commissioners  that  he  should 
not  enter  into  any  arrangement  for  supplying  the  place  of  Mr.  Richard  Price. 
The  proceedings  of  the  above-mentioned  committee  will  be  found  printed  in  the 
Agenda,  pages  423—428.  On  the  8th  February  i 834j  the  subject  of  the  materials 
for  the  History  of  Britain  was  again  brought  before  the  commissioners,  when  a let- 
ter was  read  from  Mr.  Petrie,  in  which,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  with  respect 
to  the  time  when  the  first  volume  might  be  expected,  he  stated  that  his  state  of 
health  (though  somewhat  improved)  forbade  him  to  offer  any  conjecture  as  to  the 
period,  but  that  should  he  be  restored  to  anything  like  his  former  condition,  he 
had  good  reason  to  hope  that  a few  months  would  be  sufficient  for  its  completion. 
It  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  this  board  of  the  8th  February,  that  the  com- 
missioners directed  the  secretary  to  write  to  Mr.  Petrie  and  Mr.  Owen,  as  to  the 
cessation  of  the  salary  which  the  latter  gentleman  had  at  that  time  received  as  editor 
of  the  Welsh  Laws  and  Chronicles,  and  as  to  a new  arrangement  respecting  his 
future  remuneration.  The  secretary  was  also  instructed  to  inquire  from  Mr.  Petrie 
whether  the  prologomena  to  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  were  ready  for 
the  printer.  At  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  that  took  place  on  the  22d  March 
1 834,  letters  were  read  from  Mr.  Petrie  and  Mr.  Owen,  and  Mr.  Petrie’s  annual 
report  upon  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  was  also  read,  when  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet 
and  Mr.  Protheroe  should  form  a committee  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Petrie  and 
Mr.  Owen,  and  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  board  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to 
ensure  the  speedy  completion  and  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Welsh 
Laws;  also  that  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Allen  should 
form  a committee  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Petrie  and  such  other  persons  as  they 
might  deem  it  advisable  to  consult,  and  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  board  upon 
the  means  which  it  might  be  most  expedient  to  adopt  to  ensure  the  speedy  com- 
pletion and  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws ; such  com- 
mittees 
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mittees  were  to  have  power  to  unite  so  as  to  form  but  one  committee.  On  the 
17th  May  1834,  the  proceedings  of  these  committees  were  communicated  to  the 
board,  and  it  was  then  ordered  that  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  new 
edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  should  be  committed  to  some  Anglo-Saxon 
scholar  competent  to  the  task,  who  should  be  directly  responsible  to  the  board  ; 
and  the  secretary  was  authorized  to  propose  to  Mr.  Thorpe  to  undertake  the  prosecu- 
tion and  completion  of  such  work  for  a gross  sum  of  600/.,  of  which  50/.  should  be 
advanced  quarterly  until  400/.  should  have  been  paid;  but  the  remaining  200/. 
was  not  to  be  paid  until  the  whole  work  should  be  finished  at  press.  And  it  was 
further  ordered,  that  Mr.  Anewrin  Owen  should  for  the  future  prosecute  and 
complete  the  new  edition  of  the  Welsh  Laws,  independently  of  Mr.  Petrie,  and 
that  he  should  receive  for  this  task  the  sum  of  600/.,  of  which  50/.  should  be  paid 
every  three  months  during  two  years,  beginning  the  first  of  that  month  of  May, 
and  the  remainder  should  be  paid  when  the  work  should  be  finished  at  press'.  Mr. 
Owen  attended  the  board,  and  undertook  to  prosecute  and  complete  the  work  upon 
these  terms ; and  Mr.  Thorpe  also,  upon  the  secretary  communicating  to  him  the 
above  resolution  as  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  undertook  to  prosecute  and  com- 
plete the  work  upon  the  terms  of  the  said  resolution.  Both  these  works,  the  new' 
edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  and  the  new  edition  of  the  Welsh  Laws,  are  now 
proceeding  in  a satisfactory  manner;  and  the  commissioners  have  ordered  that  they 
shall  be  printed  in  octavo  as  well  as  folio ; this  will,  as  I have  reason  to  know,  be 
very  satisfactory  to  learned  men,  historians,  jurists  and  philologists,  not  only  in  this 
country  but  abroad. 

On  the  14th  February  1835,  it  being  stated  that  the  first  volume  of  the  Mate- 
rials for  the  History  of  Britain  had  been  more  than  five  years  in  the  press,  and 
that  from  information  recently  obtained  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  its 
being  finished,  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  desire  Mr.  Petrie  to  attend  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  board  to  give  verbal  explanation  of  the  delay  in  the  completion  of 
the  work.  Mr.  Petrie  accordingly  attended  at  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners 
that  took  place  on  the  11th  April,  but  no  order  was  then  made  on  the  subject,  it 
being  understood  that  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  would  examine  Mr.  Petrie’s  papers 
and  make  a communication  to  the  commissioners.  This  communication  was  made 
at  the  board  of  the  23d  May,  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  secretary  should  write  to 
the  Rev.  John  Sharpe  (Mr.  Petrie’s  brother-in-law,  and  co-editor  with  him  of  the 
Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain)  and  represent  that  unless  the  first  volume  was 
speedily  published,  the  board  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  editor- 
ship of  the  work  out  of  their  hands. 


Mr.  Sharpe’s  answer  to  the  secretary’s  letter  was  read  at  the  board  of  the 
ist  August  1835,  when  the  commissioners  directed  the  secretary  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  a report  from  the  commissioners  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  shortly 
stating  the  facts  connected  with  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Materials  for 
the  History  of  Britain,  and  suggesting  that  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work 
should  be  suspended,  with  the  exception  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  and  the  Welsh 
vraWcL°r  ^ should  be  entrusted  to  other  persons  than  Mr.  Petrie  and 
Mr.  Sharpe.  Of  this  report  the  draft  was  laid  before  the  next  board,  which  met 
on  the  6th  August  last.  The  draft  was  in  the  form  of  a statement  of  facts  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  relative  to 
the  printing  of  the  ancient  historians  of  the  realm.  Upon  that  statement  being- 
read  it  was  ordered  that  the  secretary  should  transmit  such  statement  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  in  case  their  Lordships  should  not  disapprove  of 
the  suggestion,  that  the  work  should  be  suspended  for  the  present  altogether,  or  of 
the  further  prosecution  of  it  being  confided  to  other  persons  than  Mr.  Petrie  and 
fr;  bhaJPe  5 the  secretary  should  inform  Mr.  Petrie  that  the  board  had  resolved 
to  take  the  work  out  of  his  hands,  and  should  require  Mr.  Petrie  to  give  up  the 
whole  of  the  transcripts,  of  which  a list  had  sometime  since  been  furnished  by 
Jr.  I etrie,  and  also  the  transcripts  of  Anglo-Saxon  charters,  and  anv  other  tran- 
scnpts  not  comprised  in  such  list,  together  with  the  collated  copies  of  books  and 
jnei  papers  for  the  work,  bought  or  acquired  at  the  expense  of  the  board  ; and  the 
ecretai-y  was  also  to  forward  to  Mr.  Sharpe  a copy  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Petrie, 
Ohunumcating  the  above  resolution. 

It  has  ^aS  ^1G  °i)*n*on  ^ie  treasury  been  obtained  upon  such  statement 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
16  March  iSy6. 


Barm  ,W  ,St  was  1 lat  °PmIon  It  was  communicated  in  a letter  of  Mr.  Francis 
mg,  which  expressed  the  regret  felt  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  that  so  little 
z 4 progress 
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C.  P.  Cooper , Esq.  progress  had  been  made  in  carrying  into  execution  a design  so  important  and  inte. 

resting  to  the  literature  and  history  of  the  country,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 

16  March  1836.  their  Lordships  that  it  is  advisable  to  proceed  to  carry  it  into  effect ; and  that  as 
that  object  was  not  likely  to  be  effected  by  the  further  employment  of  Mr.  Petrie 
their  Lordships  considered  that  the  work  should  be  entrusted  to  some  other  person’ 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board,  with  the  view  of  proceeding  without  any 
unnecessary  delay. 

2170.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  Petrie  was  justified  in  making  this  collection  of 
passages  from  Homan  and  Greek  authors  by  the  terms  of  the  Address  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  requiring  a complete  edition  of  the  ancient  historians  of  Great  Bri- 
tain?— I do  ; it  may  at  one  time  have  been  doubtful  whether  the  plan  of  Muratori 
was  to  be  adopted  or  that  of  Dora  Bouquet ; but  when  the  Address  was  presented 
it  was  pretty  well  understood  that  the  latter  would  be  preferred.  Tho  whole  of 
first  volume  of  that  noble  publication,  the  Recueil  des  Historiens  des  Gaules  et  de 
la  France,  consists  of  extracts  from  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers. 

2171.  From  what  do  you  deduce  that  opinion,  there  being  no  mention  made  of 
Muratori  or  the  other  work  in  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? — Of  course 
I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  what  took  place  in  1 822,  but  I have  heard  from 
Sir  James  Mackintosh  and  also  from  Mr.  Allen,  that  the  scheme  of  publish- 
ing a collection  of  materials  for  the  ancient  history  of  Bi’itain  originated  with 
the  late  Lord  Spencer,  and  that  it  was  at  his  instance  that  the  Government 
brought  the  matter  before  Parliament.  When  the  plan  of  the  work  came  to  be 
deliberated,  it  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  his  Lordship’s  views  prevailed; 
Lord  Spencer  preferred  a Corpus  Historicum  to  a Corpus  Historicorum  : Dom 
Bouquet  to  Muratori. 

2172.  Do  you  think,  when  the  House  of  Commons  uses  such  language  as  in 
this  Address,  it  ought  to  be  interpreted  by  the  wishes  of  Lord  Spencer  ? — It  will 
be  found  when  this  Address  was  presented  to  the  King  that  the  Government  was 
in  possession  of  the  “ Outline  of  a Plan  for  collecting  and  publishing  the  Materials 
for  the  History  of  Britain  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  end  of  the  15th  Century.” 
The  date  of  that  outline  is  the  5th  March  1821  ; it  gave  occasion,  as  I have  always 
understood,  to  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  to  the  Address ; and 
it  was  afterwards  expanded  into  a “ Sketch  of  a Plan  for  collecting,  arranging  and 
publishing  the  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the 
Accession  of  Henry  the  8th.”  I would  respectfully  ask,  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  be  very  unreasonable  to  interpret  the  Address  by  this  outline  or 
this  sketch  of  a plan  ? 

2173.  Then  it  was  partly  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  materials  for  this  work 
that  the  foreign  collections  went  on  ? — No  ; it  cannot  be  said  that  the  foreign 
collections  have  been  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  w'ork  called  the  Materials  for 
the  Ancient  History  of  Britain;  the  Foedera  was  the  original  motive  for  the 
searches  now  in  prosecution  in  different  parts  of  the  Continent ; and  it  is  almost 
entirely,  although  not  altogether  entirely,  with  a view  to  that  work  that  the  col- 
lections have  been  formed.  Mr.  Petrie  was  the  sub-commissioner  on  the  ancient 
historians,  and  it  was  his  province  to  collect  the  materials.  He  made  one  journey 
to  Brussels,  and,  if  I recollect  right,  another  to  Paris,  but  with  what  success  I am 
not  able  to  say.  In  the  inquiry  for  royal  letters,  diplomes,  &c,  for  the  Foedera, 
it  was  considered  expedient  not  to  neglect  any  other  manuscripts  or  documents 
relative  to  our  history  that  might  present  themselves.  We  have  found  some 
curious  manuscripts  that  Mr.  Petrie  and  others  had  sought  for  unsuccessfully. 

2174.  Did  you  take  those  steps  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the  board,  or 
merely  from  your  own  view  of  the  wishes  of  the  board  ? — I will  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee how  those  searches  originated:  at  the  board -which  met  some  time  in  April 
1831,  the  printing  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera  was,  for  reasons  which  need 
not  now  be  stated,  suspended ; and  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  secretary 
would  investigate  certain  points  connected  with  that  publication,  and  would  report 
the  result  of  his  inquiries  to  the  board  before  it  would  be  resumed.  In  the  course 
of  that  investigation  he  found  that  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  formerly  the  principal  sub- 
commissioner  upon  this  work,  had,  in  a report  dated  18  March  1808,  suggested 
to  the  board  that  it  would  be  well  if  the  intercourse  with  France  were  opened, 
to  obtain  information ; for  a confidential  person  to  go  over  and  examine  the  con- 
tents of  the  Imperial  Library  in  the  Rue  de  Richelieu  at  Paris.  The  Doctor  re- 

; marks,  “ There  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  several  important  documents  were 
carried  thither  on  the  abdication  of  James  the  2d,  and  especially  such  as  related  to 

/ the 
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the  Stuart  administration,  and  to  the  history  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots  ; for  not- 
withstanding the  labours  of  several  learned  men,  an  impenetrable  cloud  still  hangs 
over  this  part  of  our  history.  As  to  the  transactions  between  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  that  unfortunate  princess,  little  that  is  satisfactory  appears  in  the  Fredera  and 
there  is  but  one  Act  relating  to  the  subject  from  1563  to  1587.”  But  there’ were 
not  wanting  much  better  authorities  upon  this  matter  than  Dr.  Adam  Clarke. 
Bishop  Nicholson  was,  perhaps,  the  first  who  drew  the  public  attention  to  foreign 
sources  of  history,  in  1714,  in  his  English  Historical  Library,  where,  treating  of 
the  records  of  embassies,  he  has  the  following  passage  : “ Nor  are  the  memoirs  of 
our  own  ambassadors  only  of  great  use  in  our  English  history ; but  so  are  likewise 
those  of  our  neighbour  nations ; those  especially  wherewith  this  kingdom  has  usually 
maintained  the  greatest  correspondence  in  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  as 
France  and  Holland;  I have  seen  a transcript  of  above  400  volumes  of  French 
treaties  (in  the  \\  olfenbuttel  Library),  so  that  I have  sometimes  wondered  at  an 
assertion  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  historians  of  this  age,  and  one  that  has  had 
great  opportunities  of  looking  into  the  archives  abroad  as  well  as  at  home  (the 
writer  is  a lutimg  to  Bishop  Burnet),  that  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of  that  court 
to  lay  up  the  negotiations  of  their  ambassadors.  And  this  remark  seems  the  more 
strange  to  me,  because  the  same  author  had  told  us  of  a whole  volume  of  authen- 
t,c  proofs  for  his  History  of  the  Reformation,  greater  than  he  had  already  pub- 
hshed,  m the  King  of  France  s Library ; which  (says  he)  were  the  letters  of  the 
French  ambassadors  that  were  in  King  Henry  the  Eighth’s  court.  The  kino-s  of 
France  have  often  sat  as  arbitrators  of  differences  in  this  kingdom,  and  have,  tmon 
a full  hearing,  given  their  sentences  in  the  causes  brought  before  them.  So  much 
in  short,  our  chroniclers  sometimes  tell  us;  but  what  were  the  pleadings  on  both 
sides,  and  on  what  reasons  the  judgments  were  given,  they  very  rarely  inform  us. 
Thus  (for  example),  we  are  told  that  Lewis  the  7th  umpired  the  matter  betwixt  our 
Henry  the  2d,  and  Archbishop  Becket,  then  in  exile,  and  that  St.  Lewis  decided  the 
grand  controversy  between  Henry  the  3d  and  his  barons,  in  favour  of  the  king.  Now 
if  we  desire  to  know  what  memorials  or  arguments  were  produced  in  either  of  these 
great  cases  and  what  were  the  motives  that  induced  the  royal  arbitrators  to  frame 
their  awards  in  the  form  and  fashions  that  we  read  of,  we  must  fetch  our  infor- 
"T  Fr“C!’SI"';e  ?"rown  historians  will  afford  us  no  manner  of  satis- 
factran  m these  points.  The  like  must  be  said  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  &c„  whenever 
we  find  our  own  affairs  mixed  and  interwoven  with  those  of  other  countries  ” 
lik  rn  f of  ,val“W|  historical  matter  abroad  lias  been  put  beyond  all 
doubt  by  Carte,  whose  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  France  enabled  him  to 
nnke  discoveries,  which  were  at  first  stated  in  his  temporary  publications  were 
afterwards  used  in  his  history,  and  are  yet  more  fully  to*  be  seen  amono-  his  nu- 

3“rPtS  Z t Xtl'aCtS  “le  Bodleian  LibrarJ-  1,1  one  of  the  temporary 
publications  I am  alluding  to,  Carte  says,  “After  all,  though  we  have  so  vast  a 

quantity  of  materials  for  an  English  history  in  our  own  nation,  it  will  be  still  neces- 
t rf  P*P«*  “ other  countries,  partieu- 

" for  S T h4  Wi"chr  kmgdom’  from  tIle  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
e had,  for  some  hundreds  of  years,  a perpetual  intercourse  and  disputes,  bv  reason 
“wed 7nTT  h.ch  »ur  kings  possessed  in  that  country.  The  records  there 
Snent  dfp  eSWd1  C,hartres,  the  Sainte  Chapelle,  and  the  Registres  du 
Falement  de  Paris,  et  de  la  Chambre  des  Comptes,  furnish  above  a thousand 

hat  are'nm  ?f  £eat'CS  tr“n,aaitlons  between  ‘he  crown  of  France  and  England, 
fane  ’’  hdeS'T;,th?  “tleSl  not“’.  or  abstracts  whereof  I have  taken  from 
Ca  te  it  Pf  r Il0Wev?1'’  ot  this  testimony  of  Bishop  Nicholson,  and  of 
dered’bv  l ” f ™m";atloa  of  %”>«’s  own  work,  that,  though  hin- 
te“ulnf  h“  researches  abroadi  he  did  not  neglect  the 
hSr  TL/b  n S-any.  ' documents  from  feign  sources  which  fell  into  his 
fiom  conies  ofhn,  'laS  Ii1'mted  fW“  a”?,ent  do.cunlents  of  the  years  1 1 93  and  1198 
from  records  in  SnfT  records  m the  archives  of  France,  and  two  documents 
aicluves  of  ha  nK?  ?4,°f  T m the  "'oyal  archives,  and  the  other  in  the 
lished  bv  Iris  rr>  1'  ?h  0 ri  one  °fr  the  supplemental  volumes,  also  pub- 

betlren  Louis  fccessor’  Anderson,  is  printed  a protocol  of  a treaty 

resident  in  F an^  ° “ ' ?’  flT  il  “P?  certified  by  Anger,  the  English 

Report  of  iSnom,',  1 °W’  SUPP0S1"8  tIle  *ork  recommended  by  the  Commons’ 
tion  to  Rvmpv  • t!  fXecVte^»  ei^er  by  publishing  a supplement  and  continua- 
method  of  ennf'  °l-  ^>^,wiat  IS  considered  by  many  persons  the  less  approvable 
0 22  umg  the  new  edition  of  the  Foedera,  and  executed  in  such  a man- 

aa  ner 


Charles  P.  Cooper, 
Esq. 


16  March  1836. 
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Charles  P.  Cooper 
Esq. 


16  March  1836. 


, ner  as  to  complete  that  most  valuable  collection  of  historical  and  political  documents; 
it  seemed  to  me  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  use  all  practicable  means  of  doing 
so  in  a manner  worthy  of  so  renowned  a national  work.  One  of  those  means,  and  that 
peculiarly  within  the  power  of  the  present  commissioners,  beyond  that  of  their  pre- 
decessors, who  began  the  new  edition  in  a time  of  general  war,  was  manifestly  the 
examination  of  foreign  archives  and  libraries,  for  originals  or  copies  of  such  docu- 
ments  as  are  fit  to  enter  in  the  proposed  collection  ; and 

2175.  But  part  of  these  collections  have  been  made  for  this  complete  edition  of 
our  ancient  historians,  ordered  by  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? — The  col- 
lections were  undertaken  with  reference  to  the  Foedera  alone.  But  it  has  not  been 
thought  right  to  omit  the  opportunity  of  learning  what  manuscripts  and  documents 
the  foreign  archives  and  libraries  which  we  had  occasion  to  explore  contained, 
illustrative  of  the  early  history  and  literature  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2176.  The  chief  object  was  in  order  to  complete  the  edition  of  Rymer’s 

Fcedera  ? — Just  so  : and  the  success  of  this  scheme  has  fully  justified  the  expecta- 
tions which  were  entertained  respecting  it.  dhe  transcripts  which  have  been 
obtained  from  France,  Belgium,  Portugal,  Switzerland  and  Italy,  are  of  great 
extent  and  value,  amounting  to  upwards  of  3,000  documents  already  received, 
besides  vast  numbers,  either  not  yet  transcribed,  or  in  the  course  of  being  tran- 
scribed, which  the  researches  thus  instituted  have  discovered  and  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  commission.  As  an  instance  of  the  value  of  these  documents  for 
the  earlier  parts  of  our  history,  I may  state,  that  in  one  collection  alone,  thus 
transmitted  from  Normandy,  are  found  the  following  numbers  of  charters  of  our 
kings  prior  to  King  John,  in  whose  reign  the  Rolls  of  Chancery  begin : Edward 
the  Confessor,  1;  William  1st  and  2d,  16;  Maud,  queen  of  William  1st,  1 ; 
Henry  1st,  35;  Stephen,  8;  Henry  2d,  82;  Richard  1st,  34.  Thus  177  royal 
instruments  have  been  obtained  in  one  lot,  besides  hundreds  of  others  sealed  by 
the  prelates  and  nobles  of  this  country,  and  relating  to  territories  or  transactions 
beyond  the  seas.  But  it  may  be  as  well  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  a general 
statement  of  the  contents  of  the  foreign  portfolios,  some  of  which  have  been  placed, 
by  way  of  specimen,  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee.  From 

2177.  Under  what  authority  did  the  commissioners  proceed  in  publishing  that 
edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  ? — Under  the  authority  of  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1 800.  In  that  Report  the  Committee 
will  find  these  words  : “ The  State  Papers  published  together  in  Rymer’s  Fcedera, 
a most  valuable  collection.  They  commence  from  the  reign  of  Henry  1st,  anno 
1134,  more  properly  1101,  but  they  do  not  come  lower  in  date  than  the  first  six 
years  of  Charles  2d,  during  the  Usurpation ; and  it  appears  to  Your  Committee 
that  it  may  be  very  desirable  to  have  this  work  completed  by  a supplementary 
selection  of  such  other  important  papers  as  were  omitted  by  the  original  compilers, 
and  also  to  have  it  continued  to  the  Revolution,  or  even  to  the  accession  of  the 


House  of  Hanover.” 

2178.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  T¥,JV.JVynn.~\  Does  not  it  appear  that  the  first 

commission  took  measures  for  acting  immediately  upon  that  suggestion  ?— It 
appears  by  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  1 800  that  Mr.  Astle, 
keeper  of  records  at  the  Tower,  Sir  George  Rose,  keeper  of  records  at  the 
Chapter  House,  and  Mr.  Kipling,  keeper  of  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and 
other  officers  having  the  custody  of  records,  were,  prior  to  March  1831,  instructed 
to  consider  and  report  to  the  board  of  a proper  selection  of  records,  instruments  and 
papers  in  their  respective  offices,  for  a supplement  and  continuation  to  Rymer  s 
Foedera.  By  the  Third  Annual  Report  it  appears  that  a list  was  ordered  to  be 
prepared  for  that  work  of  the  instruments  entered  on  the  Patent,  the  Close  and  the 
Treaty  Rolls  in  the  Rolls  Chapel.  Soon  after  this  time  it  was,  if  I recollect  right, 
resolved  that  the  materials  collected  should  be  arranged  for  the  press ; but  an 
unexpected  impediment  presented  itself  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work ; I allude 
to  the  difficulty  of  finding  persons  competent  to  edit  it.  Mr.  Lysons  and  othei 
antiquaries  seem  to  have  declined  all  the  offers  made  by  the  commissioners,  and 
several  years  elapsed  after  the  intention  of  the  commissioners  before  Dr.  Adam 
Clarke’s  services  were  obtained.  - 

2179.  Is  not  the  progress  of  that  great  work  noticed  in  the  General  Report  0 
1812  and  the  Report  of  1819? — It  is  ; the  notice  of  it  in  the  Report  of  181^  1S 
extremely  important.  The  original  plan  of  the  commissioners  was  confined  to  a 
supplement  and  continuation,  as  suggested  by  the  Report  of  the  Select  Commute 
of  1800;  but  in  the  General  Report  of  1812,  which  has  been  several  times 
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printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  it  is  stated,  that  it  has  been  deter- 
mined to  print  a new  compilation,  including  all  hitherto  published  by  Rymer,  and 
completing  it  by  the  aid  of  many  sources  not  open  to  his  industry,  with  a ’con- 
tinuation also  to  the  period  of  the  Revolution.  Large  materials,  it  was  added,  had 
been  collected  and  were  collecting  ; and  a detailed  plan  of  contents  for  the  first 
volume  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  commissioners. 

2180.  Chairman .]  Your  authority  for  this  work  is  not  derived  from  the  words 
of  the  commission,  but  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? — The  commis- 
sions have  always  been  construed  with  reference  to  the  address.  In  addition  to 
the  remarks  already  made  by  me  in  different  parts  of  my  examination  on  this 
point,  I will  mention,  that  it  appears  from  the  Journals  of  the  17th  July  1800, 
that  the  King,  in  reply  to  such  address,  commanded  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Commons  that  he  would  give  directions  as 
desired  by  the  said  address.  I hope  to  see  all  that  is  desired  by  such  address 
ultimately  effected.  Amongst  other  excellent  and  useful  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  1 boo,  are  .two  which  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  an 
English  lawyer.  The  Select  Committee  strongly  recommends,  first,  that  the 
series  of  Year  Books  from  Edward  the  1st  to  Henry  the  8th  should  be  completed 
by  printing  those  hitherto  unpublished,  of  which  there  are  several  extant  in  the 
libraries  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  the  Inner  Temple  and  the  British  Museum ; and  also 
by  reprinting  the  rest  from  more  correct  copies,  as  those  which  are  already  in  print 
are  known  to  be  in  many  instances  incorrect  and  erroneous.  It  is  observed  a 
general  index  to  the  whole  would  be  a very  necessary  addition  to  such  a work, 
which  forms  so  valuable  a monument  of  our  practical  jurisprudence  in  its  earliest  ages. 
The  Select  Committee  recommend,  secondly,  that  an  uniform  and  systematic  edition 
should  be  given  of  all  the  ancient  law  writers,  as  more  perfect  copies  are  known  to 
exist  in  MSS.  than  those  which  have  hitherto  been  published.  At  the  same  time 
toe  Committee  submit  the  propriety  of  printing  from  the  Red  Book  of  the 
Exchequer  the  ancient  regulations,  intituled  Ordinationes  Scacearii,  as  a supple- 
ment to  the  celebrated  Dialogue  de  Scaecario  contained  in  the  same  book  I do 
trust  the  day  Will  come  when  accurate  editions  of  the  Year  Books,  Bracton, 
Glanville  , Fleta and  Britton,  shall  be  printed  at  the  public  expense. 

21  , i -fu  EUT-S'e  you  been  makinB  collections  abroad  of  documents 
connected  with  the  history  of  England  r-The  former  commissioners  had  an- 
nounced their  intention  to  seek  materials  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera  in 
sources  which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  accessible  to  Rymer  ; and  in  execution 
of  this  intention  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  years  1811  and  1812  Dr.  Adam  Clarke 
the  principal  sub-commissioner  on  this  work,  visited  Ireland,  and  made  searches  in 
Rvmer  a,'lhn  jnlllb?rfeS  ln  Dublin,  and  elsewhere,  for  documents  unknown  to 
Rymei , and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war,  it  is  clear  that  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Uai-ke,  that  a person  should  he  sent  to  Paris  to  examine  the  contents  of  the 
aiehives  and  libraries  of  that  capital,  would  not  have  passed  unheeded.  In  conse- 
quence,  when  our  attention  was  turned  to  the  subject  of  the  new  edition  of  the 
liw  of  1?  p™ed,feIy  oc™rred  that  mintage  should  be  taken  of  the  opportu- 

2 L th  fUr°Pt  Tv®  °ng  befn  at  peace  with  Great  Britaia  t0  procure  mate- 
he  boar?  Thf’  WlhUt  7re’,when  « was  first  undertaken,  beyond  the  reach  of 
L If  f d?Ub  ! cou] ld  anse  was,  that  during  the  iq  years  of 
bom  taken  rod  6 apSed  F”r  t0f  ae  1SS“mg  °/ the  existin8  commission,  no  steps  had 
abroa^where  ii CTeS  of  docume"ts  from  any  of  those  libraries  and  archives 
Portu«fh  B,  y W °™  t0-eX1St  m the  greatest  numbere>  aa  in  France  and 
that  it’wLs  no? h,  short  co"™'sation  upon  this  point  with  Mr.  Caley  satisfied  me 
insertion  in 22  S“f  docu“ents  were  considered  unimportant  or  unfit  for 

C S?o  p2  Vri°mPf'  la\n°  °reign  reseal'dles  had  bee"  Stated. 

£°  ° , ans>  therefore,  m the  long  vacation  of  1831, 1 got  Lord  Brono-ham 
I fnmfa  lae  etters  to  lord  Granville  and  the  Due  de  Broglie,  by  whose  means 
.22/  7 thu6  ,K°yal  Archives’  Preserved  at  theVotS  Soubise  with 

fc(DT  w 2blUtnshm  n7h  1'™?  °n  thC  taUe  °f  ,he  Connnittee,  lettered  Appen- 
of  s 2ch  if  J”’  1 h!“  ’ i1USe  C°nS,StS  °f  three  parts  : 1 st>  ““  accurate  copy 
-ever  before  fife  ! ‘Tn  2 feSOr  ,dcs  Chartres.  b-ing  an  official  calendm- 

year  ififf  E \ P by  the  ceIebrated  Pierre  Diipuy,  in  and  after  the 

records  of  the  fii?  • contams  a“  “nple  account  of  a series  of  treaties  and  other 
"CeiJS  £f  '“Pertance,  from  the  year  n93  to  1572,  under  the  head  of 
to  1510  ■ hulj,  f °l  “"dated,  documents,  likewise,  from  Richard  the  1st 

o f,9 ’ UllS  relatlng  t0  E"gla"d.  from  1218  to  1409;  and  a series  of  treaties 
a a 2 and 
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and  other  records  under  the  head  of  “ Escosse,”  from  1295  to  1558.  The  second 
part  is  a catalogue  of  the  “ Section  Historique,”  of  the  Archives  of  France,  as  now 
arranged  so  far  as  it  relates  to  England,  containing  an  account  of  the  documents 
chiefly  of  the  14th  and  1 5th  centuries,  but  including  some  as  early  as  the  years 
790,  960,  1059,  *069,  and  others  of  very  ancient  date;  also,  2,158  documents 
contained  in  four  registers  of  the  Tresor,  from  1422  to  1433>  while  the  govern- 
ment of  France  was  administered  by  the  English.  These  had  never  been  described 
until  this  work  was  undertaken  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  in 
1831,  on  my  application.  The  MS.  from  which  this  part  was  printed,  signed  by  jVj. 
Daunou,  director  of  the  French  Archives,  is  now  deposited  in  the  British  Museum*. 
The  third  part  consists  of  extracts  from  the  other  volumes  of  the  Inventaire  of 
Dupuy,  pointing  out  such  documents  as  exist  under  other  headings  in  that  work 
yet  relate  to  this  country.  The  fourth  part  is  a catalogue  of  some  documents' 
which,  though  very  curious,  were  not  particularly  described  in  the  foregoing  part’ 
but  described  only  in  general  terms  as  musters  and  other  documents  relating  to 
the  wars  in  Normandy  under  Henry  5th  and  Henry  6th.  It  has  been  lately  pre- 
pared by  a skilful  person  employed  by  the  board.  With  inference  to  this  cata- 
logue I may  further  observe,  that  one  principal  object  of  search  in  foreign  archives 
is  the  counterparts  of  those  treaties  which  have  issued  from  this  country.  In  the 
period  anterior  to  the  regular  inrolments  of  the  English  Chancery,  we  are  indebted 
to  chronicles  and  other  fortuitous  sources  for  some  of  the  few  political  instruments 
that  exist ; and  to  France,  as  I have  had  occasion  to  show  elsewhere,  we  owe  the 
convention  of  King  John  (when  Earl  of  Mortain)  with  the  King  of  France.  The 
latter  stands  foremost  in  the  series  of  treaties  with  English  Princes  in  the  French 
Tresor.  It  is  important  in  such  a collection  as  the  Fcedera,  to  print  both  parts  of 
a convention  where  the  original,  sealed  by  the  foi’eign  power,  exists  in  our  archives, 
and  the  counterpart  is  inrolled  on  our  own  records.  This  has  been  done  by  Rymer 
whenever  practicable  ; and  by  means  of  the  opportunities  now  offered,  this  can  be 
done  in  numerous  instances ; and  some  new  light  is  thi-own  on  the  peace  with 
France  in  1258  or  1259,  anc*  the  French  King’s  mediation  between  Hen.  3d  and  the 
Barons  in  1 263,  by  means  of  sealed  instruments  lately  transcribed  in  the  Tresor. 

2182.  Has  any  part  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Foedera  been  actually  published  or 
prepared  by  the  commission  ? — Two  volumes,  each  consisting  of  two  parts,  and  the 
first  part  of  volume  3 are  published;  the  second  part  of  volume  3 is  partly  printed ; 
it  will  carry  the  series  of  instruments  down  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Richard  2. 

2183.  Are  those  volumes  a re-edition  of  the  matter  contained  in  Rymer,  or  are 
they  entirely  new?— -A  large  proportion  of  the  documents  ai’e  new. 

21 84.  Is  this  work  now  going  on  ? — The  work  is  suspended. 

2185.  What  is  the  cause  of  that  suspension  ? — A doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of 
reprinting  documents  contained  in  the  old  editions  of  Rymer.  One  of  the  induce- 
ments to  reprint  was  the  scarcity  of  the  work.  During  the  war  it  was  very  dear, 
and  appears  sometimes  to  have  fetched  as  much  as  100  guineas  ; but  the  numerous 
copies  of  the  Hague  edition  imported  since  the  peace  have  greatly  reduced  the 
price.  The  old  editions  of  Rymer  may  now  be  bought  for  a very  few  guineas. 

2186.  Then  the  pi-esent  commission  has  not  published  any  more  of  that  work?— 
It  has  not. 

2187.  What  steps  has  it  been  taking  with  regard  to  Rymer? — It  has  amassed 
materials,  and  instituted  certain  inquiries.  With  regard  to  a work  which  so  much 
involves  the  literary  reputation  of  the  country,  the  1 ommissioners  have  thought 
that  it  behoved  them  to  proceed  with  circumspection  and  caution. 

2188.  What  then  is  this  Report  on  the  Fcedera  of  which  we  have  heard?— No 
Report  has  yet  been  framed.  The  imperfect  volumes  on  the  table  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  the  production  of  which  has  been  enforced  by  its  order,  are  however  all 
more  or  less  connected  with  such  intended  Report.  It  will  be  seen  that  none  of 
them  have  title  pages ; and  it  is  principally  for  the  convenience  of  referring  to  them 
during  the  course  of  this  examination  that  they  have  been  lettei’ed  Appendixes  (A.) 
to  (E.)  Some  of  them,  as  for  instance,  the  calendar  of  the  documents  in  the 
French  archives,  the  board  may  think  it  advisable  should  appear  as  independent 
works.  It  is  with  reference  to  this  contemplated  Report,  that  I am  desirous  of 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  contents  of  some  of  the  portfolios 
now  in  the  room.  Take,  for  instance,  the  portfolios  lettered,  “ Transcripts  of 
Documents  in  the  Archives  and  Libraries  of  France,”  four  portfolios,  thus  lettered: 
No.  1,  contains  miscellaneous  transcripts  from  the  archives  of  France,  illustrating 
the  reign  of  Henry  6th  ; extracts  from  the  registers  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
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12Q3-,  relating  to  transactions  with  England;  transcripts  from  the  archives  of 
Senlis ; transcripts  from  the  archives  of  France,  relating  to  the  period  of  English 
history  from  Richard  2d  to  Henry  6th  ; the  transcripts  of  the  reign  of  Henry  6th; 
62  documents  from  the  Royal  Library,  of  the  same  reign;  17  important  docu- 
ments from  the  archives,  of  the  time  of  Henry  1st,  and  other  early  reigns  ; 14  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  3d,  and  eight  of  the  time  of  Henry  6th  ; 29  documents,  from 
1344  to  1438  ; 38  documents,  from  1378  to  1411 ; 86  documents,  from  Henry  2d 
to  Henry  3d;  13  documents,  from  1437  to  1439. 

No.  2.  Contains  42  documents  from  the  archives,  from  1422  to  1437;  50 
documents  from  the  Royal  Library,  from  1438  to  1453  ; four  documents  from  the 
royal  charter,  relating  to  the  great  charter,  dated  in  1216,  1263,  1310  and  1321  ; 
42  documents  from  the  archives,  one  of  Richard  1st,  the  others  from  Henry  3d  to 
Edward  2d;  80  documents,  from  1439  t0  H44  5 69  documents,  from  143910 
j‘443  ; 58  documents,  of  the  reigns  of  Richard  1st,  Edward  2d,  and  a continuation 
of  the  series  of  Henry  6th,  from  1444  to  1450;  42  documents,  from  1301  to 
1368  ; 80  documents,  of  the  reign  of  Henry  8th. 

No.  3.  Contains  a large  collection  of  documents,  relating  to  the  reign  of 
Henry  6th,  from  the  Royal  Library,  Paris. 

No.  4.  Contains  transcripts  of  48  documents,  of  the  period  from  Henry  3d  to 
Edward  3d,  from  the  French  archives,  and  52  documents  from  the  same,  com- 
pleting the  series  for  the  reign  of  Henry  8th.  These  are  some  of  the  documents 
obtained  from  France.  I have  already  mentioned,  that  from  Normandy  the 
board  obtained  more  than  500  (516),  in  one  lot;  but  it  is  in  Belgium  that  the 
researches  for  instruments,  proper  to  form  a supplement  to  Rymer,  have  been  the 
most  successful.  From  Lisle,  Antwerp  and  Ghent  has  been  obtained  an  abund- 
ance of  valuable  inedited  documents,  illustrating  the  political  and  commercial  inter- 
course between  England  and  those  parts  in  the  middle  ages;  at  Brussels,  Douai, 
Malines,  Tournay  and  other  towns  also,  not  a few  like  instruments  have  been  tran- 
scribed, and  St.  Omers  is  now  contributing  its  share  to  the  stock  of  materials. 
Three  portfolios,.  containing  transcripts  of  diplomes  in  the  archives  and  libraries  of 
the  Low  Countries  are  now  in  the  room.  No.  1,  contains  transcripts  from  the 
archives  of  Most,  Antwerp,  Arras,  Bruges,  Brussels,  Dinant,  Douai,  Ghent,  Ham- 
burg; but  the  greater  bulk,  to  the  number  of  some  hundreds,  is  from  Antwerp  and 
Ghent.  No.  2 contains  a vast  quantity  of  documents  from  the  archives  of  Lisle, 
and  No.  3,  documents  from  the  archives  and  libraries  of  Louvain,  Malines,  Middel- 
bourgh,  Mons,  Nimegue,  St.  Omers,  Tournay,  Ypres.  Two  other  of  the  portfolios, 
produced  by  way  of  specimen  of  what  has  been  effected  in  the  foreign  department 
of  the  labours  of  the  board,  are  lettered  “ Documents  from  Portugal.”  The 
numerous  alliances  between  the  royal  families  of  Great  Britain,  and  Portuo-al  and 
Spain,  have  led  to  the  searches  in  the  archives  of  Lisbon.  It  may  be  useful  to 
mention  the  principal  alliances  : 

Richard  1st,  married  Berengaria,  daughter  of  Sancho,  King  of  Navarre,  1190. 

Edward  1st,  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Ferdinand,  King  of  Castile,  1254.' 

Philippa,  daughter,  of  John  Duke  of  Lancaster  (by  his  first  wife),  and  sister  to 
Henry  4th,  intermarried  with  John  1st,  King  of  Portugal,  1387. 

John  Duke  of  Lancaster,  fourth  son  of  Edward  3d,  married  (secondly)  Constance, 
elder  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Peter,  King  of  Castile  and  Leon,  1372  ; and  there- 
upon assumed  the  title  of  King  of  those  realms.  Their  only  daughter,  Katharine, 
intermarried  with  Henry,  afterwards  King  of  Castile  and  Leon. 

Edmund,  Duke  of  York,  fifth  son  of  Edward  3d,  married  Isabel,  younger 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  said  King  Peter,  1372. 

Joan,  the  second  daughter  of  Edward  3d,  was  contracted  unto  Alphonso,  King 
of  Castile,  but  died  before  marriage  in  1 348. 

Blanch,  elder  daughter  of  Henry  4th,  and  widow  of  Lewis,  Duke  of  Bavaria, 
intermarried  with  the  King  of  Aragon. 

Arthur,  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  brother  Henry,  afterwards  King  Henry  8th, 
married  successively  Catherine,  daughter  of  Ferdinand,  King  of  Spain,  in  1501 
and  1509. 

And  lastly,  Queen  Mary  1st,  married  Philip,  son  of  the  Emperor  Charles  5th, 
1554>  eventually  King  of  Spain. 

The  one  portfolio,  lettered  “ Documents  from  Portugal,”  contains  lists  of  all 
documents,  found  in  the  royal  archive  of  the  Torre  do  Tombo,  at  Lisbon,  which 
relate  to  the  objects  of  the  commission,  and  numerous  authenticated  copies  of  such 
of  them  as  have  yet  been  transcribed  from  that  or  other  repositories  in  that  country. 

0,33-  a a 3 The 


Charles  P.  Cooper, 
Esq. 


16  March  1836. 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  The  other  portfolio,  lettered  “Documents  from  Portugal,  new  series,”  contains 
Esq.  a continuation  of  valuable  transcripts  from  the  Torre  do  Tombo,  which  are  now  |n 
regular  course  of  transmission  hither. 

36  March  1836.  The  Report  alluded  to  will  explain  the  nature  of  these  collections  for  the  Fcedera 
as  well  of  the  other  collections  incidentally  formed,  and  generally  illustrative  of 
British  history  and  literature. 

21 89.  Who  is  drawing  that  Report  ? — In  answer  to  that  question,  I must  trouble 
the  Committee  with  two  or  three  extracts  from  the  Agenda  and  the  Minute-Books 
At  the  board  of  the  22d  June  1833,  it  was  stated  to  the  commissioners,  that  it 
having  been  thought  inexpedient  to  recommence  the  printing  of  the  new  edition  of 
the  Fcedera,  until  research  should  have  been  made  in  the  public  repositories  abroad 
after  fresh  materials  for  that  work,  an  expensive  correspondence  was  some  time 
since  begun  with  different  foreign  archivists  and  librarians,  the  result  of  which 
would  shortly  be  communicated ; and,  at  the  board  of  the  14th  February  1835 
the  plan  to  be  adopted  in  the  continuation  of  the  new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera! 
and  transcripts  for  this  work  at  home  and  abroad,  being  the  subject  of  deliberation' 
it  is  recorded,  that  the  secretary  produced  sundry  portfolios  of  transcripts,  made 
in  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  France  and  Portugal,  also  such  portion  of  the 
appendixes  to  his  proposed  Report  as  had  been  printed  ; and  stated  that  he  hoped 
to  complete  the  Report  in  the  course  of  next  long  vacation,  so  as  to  be  able  to  lay 
it  before  the  commissioners  for  their  consideration  in  the  month  of  November. 
rI  his,  like  some  other  fair  promises,  was  not  performed.  The  secretary,  feelhc 
some  misgivings  as  to  his  power  to  complete  the  task  (voluntarily  and  gratuitously 
undertaken  by  him)  within  a moderate  time,  placed  all  his  papers  and  notes  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Black,  with  a request  that  he  would  prepare  the  heads  of  the  Report  ; 
and  that  gentleman  was  authorized,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  labour,  to  have  such 
heads  put  in  type.  This  has  been  lately  done. 

2190.  What  is  the  general  object  of  the  Report? — The  grand  scope  of  Mr. 
Black’s  inquiry  has  been  to  ascertain  (I  use  his  own  words)  first,  by  what  prin- 
ciples the  editors  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera  have  professedly  been  guided 
in  completing  it,  and  how  far  they  have  acted  on  them,  or  departed  from  them,  in 
the  execution  of  so  much  of  it  as  already  lies  before  the  public  ; and,  secondly, 
what  is  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  those  principles,  considered  in  a large  and  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  general  subject ; that  thus,  amid  the  conflicting  opinions 
which  have  been  expressed  in  its  praise  or  blame,  the  real  merits  or  faults  might 
be  practically  exposed ; and  suitable  recommendations  might  be  made  thereupon, 
to  guide  the  commissioners  to  a right  determination  on  this  important  subject. 

2191.  To  this  Report  seven  volumes  have  been  printed  as  an  appendix? — There  are 
only  three  volumes  before  the  Committee  of  portions  of  two  others;  and  those  volumes 
and  portions  of  volumes,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  have  been  lettered  Appendixes  for 
convenience  only,  as,  I believe,  I stated  a few  minutes  ago.  For  example,  Appendix 
(B.)  compx-ises  the  transcripts  and  facsimiles  of  Anglo-Saxon  manuscripts  found  on  the 
Continent,  and  contains  everything  worthy  of  publication  which  has  yet  come  to 
light,  with  the  exception  of  two  manuscripts  too  large  for  insertion.  In  some  of 
the  documents  here  printed  are  found  words  not  elsewhere  occurring,  and  many 
orthographical  variations  interesting  to  the  philologist.  They  will  therefore  be 
eminently  useful  in  compiling  that  great  desideratum,  a complete  Anglo-Saxon 
Lexicon,  I he  Vercelli  pieces  in  particular,  which  exceed  the  number  of  7,000 
lines,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  competent  judges,  an  invaluable  accession  to 
our  ancient  literature.  They  have  been  already  found  useful  for  the  interpretation 
®f  some  difficult  passages  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  now  editing  by  Mr.  Thope, 
ander  the  authority  of  the  commissioners.  This  Appendix  (B.),  it  is  obvious,  may 
be  regarded  as  a distinct  compilation.  Appendix  (C.)  may  also  be  considered  in  the 
same  light ; it  contains  for  the  most  part  documents  communicated  to  the  board 
upon  express  condition  that  they  should  be  printed.  Amongst  them  are  a number 
of  diplomes  collected  by  a learned  foreigner  for  a History  of  the  Hanse  Towns. 
They  all  relate  to  English  affairs,  and  have  been  transcribed  from  originals  or 
authentic  copies  in  the  Archives  of  Hamburg.  In  the  same  Appendix  (B.)  will  be 
found  a short  medited  Chronicle  of  England,  and  a curious  ancient  Customary, 
from  the  Public  Library  of  the  same  city;  a valuable  correspondence  relative  to 
the  1 alatmate,  from  the  Royal  Library  at  Munich,  and  a collection  of  charters  and 
state  papers  from  Stuttgard.  The  first  are  published  from  most  accurate  copies 
obtained  by  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Bavaria  ; the  latter  were  communicated 
to  the  board  by  the  King  of  Wirtemberg.  All  these  documents  relate  to  English 

history, 
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history.  To  this  same  Appendix  (A.)  are  added  two  very  curious  pieces,  now  first 
published.  One  is  a poem  on  the  Battle  of  Hastings,  and  in  praise  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  from  an  ancient  MS.  in  the  Public  Library  at  Brussels;  the  other  consists 
of  two  tracts  on  the  Life  and  Miracles  of  Waltheof,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  which 
were  long  known  to  exist  in  a MS.  in  the  College  of  Douai,  formerly  belonging  to 
Croyland- Abbey but  all  attempts  to  procure  copies  of  them  had  failed,  until  the 
matter  was  taken  in  hand  by  the  commissioners.  After  this  description  of  Appendix 
(C.),itis  apprehended  that  it  might  be  safely  treated  as  a distinct  work.  Of  the  volume 
lettered  Appendix  (D.)  I have  already  spoken.  There  might  very  properly  be  pre- 
fixed to  it  a short  introduction,  and  it  might  then  be  published  as  a calendar  of  all 
documents  connected  with  English  history  preserved  in  the  Royal  and  National 
Archives  of  France,  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th.  There 
is  matter  in  the  volume  equal  to  that  of  three  octavo  volumes  of  the  size  usually 
adopted  by  the  board.  In  my  judgment,  this  calendar  is  alone  sufficient  to  justify 
all  the  foreign  expenditure,  although  in  comparing  the  receipts  with  the  out- 
goings, we  are  in  the  habit  of  looking  only  at  the  copies  of  instruments  fit  for  the 
Fcedera.  In  our  compilation,  we  take  no  account  either  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
manuscripts  comprised  in  Appendix  (B.),  or  the  Life  of  Earl  Waltheof,  or  even 
of  the  collections  from  St.  Gall  or  the  Vatican,  now  before  the  Committee,  but  to 
which  its  attention  has  not  yet  been  turned.  There  is  one  volume  remaining,  it  is 
lettered  Appendix  (E.),  and  is  a chronological  catalogue  of  the  materials  tran- 
scribed for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera.  It  is  a compilation  that  must  prove 
almost  as  serviceable  to  the  historical  inquirer  as  the  documents  themselves  would 
if  printed  in  extenso.  This  volume  wants  only  a title-page  and  a short  preface, 
and  it  may,  if  it  be  deemed  advisable,  be  forthwith  published  as  a separate  work. 

I have  now  described  all  these  volumes  called  Appendixes,  except  the  first. 

2192.  How  many  copies  of  those  have  been  printed  ? — Two  hundred  and  fifty. 

2193.  Then  we  are  to  conclude  they  have  not  been  printed  for  the  private  use  of 
the  commission  1 —No  ; like  -most  of  the  other  works  printed  under  the  authority 
of  the  board,  these  volumes  are  intended  for  distribution  to  the  principal  public 
libraries  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  Europe. 

2194.  But  this  work  being  neither  a collection  of  records  properly  so  called,  nor 
a supplement  or  new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  under  what  authority  have  the 
commissioners  printed  this  volume  ? — These  volumes  will  be  found  to  be,  for  the 
most  part,  calendars  or  indexes  of  materials  for  British  history,  either  existing 
abroad  or  already  transcribed.  The  documents  printed  at  length  in  some  of  the 
volumes  may  be  looked  upon  as  illustrations  of  the  future  Report. 

2195. ^  This  then,  in  fact,  may  be  considered  as  a work  of  the  commission,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  make  known  the  materials  respecting  English  history  which 
exist  throughout  the  Continent  ? — That  is  one  of  the  objects  of  these  Appendixes, 
and  it  will  not  fail  to  be  noticed  in  the  Report.  But  the  principal  object  of  the’ 
Report  will  be  to  furnish  the  commissioners  with  information  of  a different  kind 
and  which  will  assist  them  in  coming  to  a final  determination  as  to  the  expediency 
or  inexpediency  of  a change  in  the  plan  upon  which  the  new  edition  of  Rymer’s 
Fcedera  has  hitherto  proceeded. 

2196.  With  that  object  you  would  not  think  it  necessary  to  print  250  copies  ?— 
ho  ; not  with  that  object  alone  ; but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  unfinished  volumes 
called  Appendixes  to  this  Report,  are  full  of  matters  that  may  be  useful  to  the 
inquirers  into  our  early  history  and  literature. 

2197.  What  has  been  the  total  expense  of  the  collections  made  for  those  volumes, 
and  the  printing  those  volumes  ?— I have  made  no  estimate. 

2198.  Do  you  believe  it  is  as  much  as  7,000 1.  ?— No  ; the  foreign  searches  and 
transcripts  have  cost  about  3,000  /.,  as  well  as  I recollect ; and  it  may  be  considered 
that  nearly  the  whole  expense  requisite  for  the  foreign  labours  has  been  now  in- 
curred, although  a portion  only  of  the  produce  has  reached  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missioners. The  great  outlay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  searches,  and  by  the 
measures  for  establishing  relations  with  the  officers  of  those  archives  which  are 
the  richest  m royal  letters  and  diplomes  relative  to  English  history;  for  instance, 

ose  ot  I aris  and  Lisbon.  The  copies  of  instruments  from  France,  Belgium, 
rortugal  and  Germany,  suited  to  our  purpose,  already  in  the  portfolios  of  the  board, 
is  nni  ^00’  /resh  parcels  are  arriving  every  month.  The  cost  of  these  copies 
wp  ' ^)er  1, 10  ’ fr°m  the  estimate  I have  made,  the  fotal  number  which 
than  W eventua%  °htain,  including  those  now  in  our  possession,  will  not  be  less 
hisfn  *°’]000'  . my  humble  judgment,  the  money  applied  in  procuring  these 
Q llca*  materials  from  the  libraries  and  archives  of  the  Continent,  has  been  em- 
33’  a a 4 ployed. 


Charles  P.  Cooper, 
Esq. 
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ployed,  not  only  in  a manner  more  conformable  with  the  object  of  the  commission 
but  in  a way  more  advantageous  to  the  public  (always  supposing  that  history  ]lag 
its  value)  than  if  it  had  been  spent  in  making  indexes  to  writs  of  latitat,  capias 
and  quominus.  ’ 

2199.  Appendix  (A.)  appears  to  be  a collection  of  all  the  works  contained  in  the 
different  libraries  of  the  Continent  in  any  way  connected  with  the  object  of  y0Ul. 
searches  ? — The  Committee  must  permit  me  to  preface  my  answer  to  this  question 
respecting  Appendix  (A.)  by  a few  remarks.  It  has  long  been  generally  known  that 
there  exist  in  foreign  libraries  many  historical  and  philological  manuscripts  of  the 
time  of  the  Saxons,  of  the  time  of  the  Britons,  and  of  the  time  of  the  Normans 
both  before  and  after  their  invasion  in  1066,  besides  numberless  treaties,  letters* 
&c.  of  a later  period.  My  own  reading  had  taught  me  that  there  are  instances  of 
manuscripts  relative  to  English  history  not  yet  printed,  the  existence  of  which  is 
known  only  through  quotations  in  foreign  writers ; and  some  of  these  manuscripts 
are  of  great  value.  In  a time  then  of  general  peace,  and  when  almost  every 
European  nation  is  collecting  and  publishing  the  sources  of  its  early  history,  it 
appeared  to  the  commissioners  a most  auspicious  opportunity  presented  itself  of 
making  researches  not  only  to  obtain  new  materials  for  the  Foedera,  but  also  to 
collect  notices  of  all  records,  MSS.  and  other  documents  that  may  throw  lio-ht 
on  the  general  history  and  ancient  literature  of  Great  Britain ; that  nothing  might 
escape  which  could  be  either  useful  for  the  public  purposes  of  this  commission,  or 
curious  and  important  to  antiquarians  of  this  country  in  any  legitimate  department 
of  their  topographical,  genealogical,  biographical,  or  other  literary  inquiries.  In  con- 
sequence an  extensive  correspondence  was  opened  with  foreign  ministers,  with  archi- 
vists, librarians,  professors  and  otherlearned  men  in  Continental  cities  and  universi- 
ties, and  by  these  means,  and  by  the  circulation  of  printed  papers,  a vast  mass  of  curious 
information  has  been  obtained/ the  results  of  which,  as  far  as  they  are  yet  complete, 
appear  in  the  volumes  before  you,  and  especially  in  the  Appendix  (A.),  which,  how- 
ever, must  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  presented  to  the  Committee  be  quite  unintel- 
ligible. Appendix  (A.)  contains  a list  of  manuscripts  and  documents  relatingto  British 
history  in  the  archives  and  libraries  of  Germany  and  Switzerland.  The  names  of 
places  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  under  which  all  the  notices  of  works  col- 
lected from  the  secretary’s  foreign  correspondents,  usually  designated  by  the, abbrevi- 
ation For.  Cor.,  orfrom  cataloguesof  libraries  and  other  Continental  publications,  many 
of  which  have  been  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country,  are  arranged.  The  principal 
of  these  places  are  Augsburg,  Bamberg,  Basle,  Berlin,  Berne, "Breslau,  Carlsruhe, 
Cologne,  Saint  Gall,  Geneva,  Hamburg,  Konigsburg,  Leipzic,  Lubeck,  Munich, 
Prague,  Regensburg,  Stuttgard,  and  above  all  Vienna,  Wolfenbuttel  and  Zurich; 
besides  these  a multitude  of  other  places  occur,  libraries  and  archives  of  some  of 
which  are  pointed  out,  in  order  to  the  prosecution  of  further  inquiries,  where 
hitherto  no  specific  information  has  been  required  or  obtained,  the  greater  part  of 
that  volume  having  been  arranged  and  printed  more  than  two  years  ago,  additional 
materials  have  been  since  procured  and  form  a Supplement,  digested  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  foregoing.  Two  special  objects  of  inquiry  in  these  researches  have 
been  Irish  and  Anglo-Saxon  manuscripts,  to  obtain  a complete  list  of  which,  if  not 
transcripts,  has  been  tlie  earnest  endeavour  of  the  compiler  of  Appendix  (A.)  Their 
existence  on  the  Continent,  besides  what  has  been  already  known  concerning  them, 
especially  the  former,  is  reasonably  supposed  from  the  generally  received  traditions 
of  Irish  saints  and  apostles,  who  not  only  planted  Christianity  among  the  tribes  of 
barbarians  that  occupied  the  middle  and  western  parts  of  Europe,  but  also  revived 
learning  in  France  and  Italy  itself.  They  who  have  made  the  monastic  part  of 
ecclesiastical  history  a principal  study,  well  know  that  some  of  the  most  ancient 
monasteries  in  Europe  owe  their  origin  to  Irish  monks,  whose  sanctity  and  learning 
were  eminent  in  the  darkest  ages  of  western  history  ; those  of  Fulda,  Wurtzburgh, 
and  Bobio,  bear  witness  to  the  pious  labours  of  Bonifacius,  Kilianus  and  Colunr- 
banus,  and  others  too  numerous  to  be  now  mentioned.  Under  the  names  of  the 
two  first  of  these  places,  and  those  of  Epternae,  Munich,  Rheinau,  Saltzburg,  and 
abo\e  all,  Saint  Gall  s monastery  in  Switzerland,  may  be  found  ample  notices  of 
manuscripts  written  by  Irish  monks,  or  containing  glosses  and  other  pieces  in  the 
Irish  language.  Those  at  the  last  named  place  are  both  copious  and  extremely 
curious ; the  collection  of  fac-similes,  extracts  and  dissertatorv  notes,  communicated 
by  a learned  correspondent,  who  was  formerly  a member  of  that  monastic  establish- 
ment, beyond  what  is  printed  in  the  pages  already  referred  to,  at  once  silence  all 
objections  against  the  high  pretensions  of  the  Irish  nation  to  a superiority  in  litera- 
ture above  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries,  in  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and 
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tenth  centuries,  of  which  so  many  written  monuments  exist  in  the  library  of  that 

celebrated  abbey. 

2200.  What  limits  have  your  foreign  correspondents  had  put  upon  then- 
researches  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  connexion  between  the  subject  and 
the  history  of  Britain  ? — In  general  my  instructions  were  to  incur  no  expense  for 
copies,  except  of  instruments  fit  to  make  part  of  the  Foedera. 

2201.  I am  speaking  of  the  expense  of  the  book  before  us ; what  limit  did  you 
put  upon  the  researches  they  were  to  make  as  to  the  books ; what  books  did  you 
desire  them  to  search  for  ? — I never  desired  them  to  search  for  any  books. 

2202.  This  Appendix  consists  of  titles  of  various  books  ?— The  books  there  quoted 
I have  perused  myself.  In  compiling  Appendix  (A)  I went  through  more  than 
2,000  volumes.  The  task  occupied  me  during  considerable  portions  of  the  years 
1832,  1833,  1834  and  1835.  In  truth  I devoted  to  the  performance  of  it  every 
moment  I could  snatch  from  my  profession.  On  a former  day  I stated  that  one 
of  the  commissioners  having  made  some  observations  respecting  the  purchase  of  so 
many  books,  I have  since  bought,  out  of  my  own  monies,  the  works  necessary  for 
completing  my  undertaking. 

2203.  You  do  not  mean  that  you  have  read  every  page  of  those  works? 
— No;  but  I have  gone  through  them.  I have  read  so  much  of  them  as 
was  requisite  for  my  purpose ; I have  noted,  in  examining  more  than  2,000 
volumes,  printed  abroad,  and  a large  portion  of  them  quite  unknown  in  this 
country  (principally  diplomatic  collections,  catalogues  of  libraries,  and  literary 
travels),  all  that  was  to  be  found  relative  to  English  history  and  literature.  I have 
large  collections  of  extracts  besides  those  made  for  Appendix  (A).  My  motive  for 
undertaking  this  task,  of  the  vastness  of  which  I had  originally  no  notion,  or 
I should  certainly  not  have  engaged  in  it,  was  that  my  correspondents  were  con- 
stantly sending  me  lists  of  manuscripts,  and  copies  of  diplomes  taken  from  printed 
books,  vary  rare  indeed,  and  few  of  which  were  in  the  British  Museum,  but  which 
my  course  of  reading  had  made  me  acquainted'  with.  I framed,  therefore,  the  first 
portion  of  Appendix  (A.),  and  sent  it  to  one  of  my  principal  correspondents ; and 
since  that  time  no  notices  of  manuscripts  or  copies  of  instruments  have  been  sent 
which  are  to  be  found  in  any  printed  work. 

2204.  It  is  utterly  impossible,  from  the  statement  here,  that  you  can  have  read 
all  these  books;  here  is  a catalogue  of  a library  of  which  you  say  you  do  not  know 
on  earth  where  it  exists  ?■ — I have,  nevertheless,  carefully  examined  all  the  books. 

I fear  we  do  not  understand  each  other.  But  what  is  the  library  of  which  you  are 
speaking.  J 

220 5;  It  is  the  library  of  Baumgartenberg  ?—  [The  part  alluded  to  was  pointed 
out  to  the  Witness.']  That  is  the  library  of  a monastery  in  Austria,  visited  by 
Pezius  in  his  literary  tour,  which  is  composed  in  Latin,  and  which  I have  read  more 
than  once.  He  describes  it  as  the  monastery  “de  Monte  Pomcerio,”  the  vernacular 
name  of  which  I was  at  first  unable  to  discover.  I afterwards  found  it  by  consulting 
one  of  the  large  maps  of  Austria  in  the  Royal  Library  at  the  Museum. 

2206.  Have  you  been  at  all  these  foreign  libraries,  or  have  you  got  copies  of  all 
those  manuscripts  ?— Certainly  not.  The  question  shows  that  the  nature  of  the 
work  is  not  comprehended. 

2207.  Have  you  actually  read  the  books? — -I  have  read  many;  some  several 

tunes.  I have  examined  all,  and  in  general  have  made  the  extracts  with  my  own 
hand.  J 

2208.  In  making  this  catalogue  for  the  use  of  the  public,  what  did  you  mean  it 
to  be  a catalogue  of ; what  have  you  put  in  and  what  have  you  excluded  ? — My 
plan  was  to  notice  every  manuscript  existing  in  the  libraries  of  Germany,  Switzer- 
r!-’  1 t nd  and  Russia> in  anywise  connected  with  the  history  or  literature  of  the 
British  Isles.  Of  course  I am  speaking  only  of  Appendix  (A). 

2209.  What  has  been  the  object  of  printing  this  work,  a great  deal  of  which  is 
useless  r— In  my  poor  opinion  it  is  not  useless.  It  has  cost  me  many  many  months 
0 gratuitous  labour,  of  labour  which,  if  bestowed  upon  my  profession,  it  would  be 
very  easy  for  me  to  prove  would  have  yielded  me  several  thousand  pounds ; for 
~ ™ never  ]acked  clients.  I am  convinced  the  literary  part  of  the  public  will  not 
consider  a single  page  of  Appendix  (A)  useless. 

“ tv  1 °A  ^r‘,  Covering.]  I see,  in  reference  to  the  library  of  Carlsruhe,  it  is  said, 
we  Lrossherzogliche  Bibliothek  besitzt  ungefahr  200  Handschriften”?— That 
passage  was  taken  by  me  from  Meusel’s  Teutsches  Kunstler  Lexicon. 

21  **  Chairman .]  You  say  that  this  catalogue  has  some  reference  or  other  to 
b b English 
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English  history  or  English  affairs? — Yes;  take,  for  instance,  the  head  of  Carls- 
ruhe,  and  the  passage  read  by  Dr.  Bowring.  Immediately  preceding  that  passage 
are  notices  of  some  manuscripts  in  the  Grand  Ducal  Library ; one  is  a manuscript 
of  the  epistles  of  St.  Boniface,  of  the  10th  century.  Can  any  one  doubt  that  such 
a manuscript  is  connected  with  British  history  and  literature  ? 

2212.  Why  is  it? — St.  Boniface  was  a native  of  Devonshire,  and  related  by 
blood  to  our  ancient  kings ; he  resided  in  this  country  till  he  was  30  years  of  age, 
and  visited  it  afterwards.  His  epistles  have  been  used  by  Dr.  Lingard,  although 
they  are  nowhere,  I believe,  quoted  either  by  Hume  or  Henry.  Another  manu- 
script is  Chronicon  Britannicum  of  the  1 2th  century.  It  is  said  that  it  succinctly 
relates  events  in  Britain  from  the  landing  of  Caesar  to  the  year  1179.  A third 
manuscript  is  the  Epistles  of  Peter  of  Blois ; nobody  will,  I apprehend,  deny  that 
they  are  connected  with  English  history. 

2213.  What  had  Peter  of  Blois  to  do  with  English  history  ?-— Many  of  his  let- 
ters are  addressed  to  our  kings  and  queens,  our  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  aud 
other  dignitaries,  his  cotemporaries ; some  of  them,  too,  employed  Petrus  Blesen- 
sis  to  write  letters  in  their  names.  A fourth  manuscript  is  the  Epistles  of  St. 
Bernard ; the  manuscript  is  of  the  eighth  or  ninth  century.  The  titles  of  some  of 
this  abbot’s  letters,  given  in  a note  to  Appendix  (A),  p.  41,  will  show  that  they  are 
not  foreign  to  our  early  history.  We  then  come  to  the  passage  read  by  Dr.  Bow- 
ring,  that  the  library  of  the  Grand  Duke  possesses  200  manuscripts.  My  design  in 
making  this  extract  from  Meusel  was  to  draw  the  attention  of  my  correspondents 
abi’oad  to  this  collection  of  manuscripts,  which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  exa- 
mined ; and  some  of  which  I had  reason  to  think  would  be  interesting  to  us.  Since 
this  part  of  Appendix  (A)  was  compiled,  I have  succeeded  in  obtaining  very  full 
notices  and  numerous  fac-similes  ; many  of  these  manuscripts  are  written  by  the 
Irish  monks  of  the  convent  of  Reichenau,  and  are  as  old  as  the  ninth  century. 
These  and  the  St.  Gall  transcripts  and  fac-similes  will  throw  a new  and  unexpected 
light  upon  the  old  literature  of  Ireland.  I have  often  read  Dr.  O’Connor’s  great 
work,  published  at  the  expense  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  The  existence  of 
these  curious  manuscripts  was  evidently  unknown  to  that  writer. 

2214.  I find  in  almost  every  page  of  that  book  there  are  references  to  the  works 
of  St.  Ursula  and  the  11,000  virgins? — Not,  I think,  in  almost  every  page ; but 
why  should  the  legend  of  St.  Ursula  and  her  11  companions  (for  they  probably  did 
not  exceed  that  number)  be  excluded  ; she  is  an  English  saint. 

2215.  Then  any  work  relating  to  any  English  saint  you  think  ought  to  be  no- 
ticed ? — Undoubtedly. 

2216.  Here  is  a notice  of  the  work  of  a Saxon  nun,  Elizabeth  with  the  beauti- 
ful eyes,  relating  to  that  subject ; do  you  think  that  that  is  a matter  connected 
with  English  history  ? — I do  not  recollect  the  manuscript  to  which  you  are  alluding; 
but  undoubtedly  a life  of  St.  Ursula  by  a Saxon  nun  ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  a 
list  of  manuscripts  connected  with  ancient  British  history  and  literature. 

2217.  Are  you  certain  that  St.  Ursula  was  an  Englishwoman? — St.  Ursula 
was  the  daughter  of  a king  or  prince  of  Cornwall.  I have  no  doubt  there  is  some 
foundation  for  the  story  respecting  her  flight  to  Frisia,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
manuscripts  may  yet  be  found  in  the  Vatican  which  will  render  it  more  intelligible 
than  it  is  in  our  printed  chronicles. 

2218.  The  question  is,  whether  a catalogue  of  all  the  works  relating  to  St.  Ur- 
sula is  a matter  that  comes  within  the  province  of  the  Record  Commission  r — No- 
thing is  more  easy  than  to  cast  ridicule  on  matters  infinitely  more  serious  than 
those  which  are  the  subject  of  the  present  inquiry.  With  great  submission,  the 
question  is,  whether,  for  supplying  the  defects  in  the  materials  for  our  early  history, 
recourse  is  not  to  be  had  to  the  lives  of  saints ; and  that  question  I have  always 
thought,  perhaps  foolishly  thought,  had  been  long  ago  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  the  unanimous  voices  of  the  learned  men  of  all  countries.  The  great  national 
work  of  the  Recueil  des  Historiens  des  Gaules  et  de  la  France,  commenced  by 
Louis  the  1 5th,  and  the  1 9th  volume  of  which  has  recently  been  published,  con- 
tains ample  extracts  from  the  Lives  and  Miracles  of  Saints ; and  our  neighbours 
(as  appears  from  a report  made  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  by  the  venerable  Mon- 
sieur Dacier,  and  of  which  he  presented  me  with  a copy  in  1831)  esteemed  the 
Acta  Sanctorum  so  inexhaustible  a treasure,  even  for  the  profane  history  of  the 
middle  ages,  that  it  was  at  one  time  contemplated  to  complete  the  Compilation  ot 
the  Bollandists,  commenced  by  the  House  of  Austria,  and  which  is  brought  down 
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to  the  middle  of  the  month  of  October.  The  Monument.!  Germanise  Historica 
commenced  in  1826,  of  which  His  Majesty,  as  King  of  Hanover,  is  one  of  the 
principal  patrons,  and  the  editorship  of  which  is  confided  to  his  archivist,  Dr. 
Pertz.  Three  volumes  have  been  published.  In  the  second  volume  are  the  lives 
and  miracles,  in  prose  and  verse,  of  different  saints,  as  St.  Gall,  St.  Otmar,  St. 
Boniface,  St.  Lebwin,  St.  Sturmius,  and  others.  As  recently  as  yesterday,  I had 
occasion  to  consult  the  Danish  Collection ; it  comprises  numerous  lives,  legends 
and  translations  of  saints,  as  St.  Willehad,  St.  Anshar,  St.  Rembert,  &c.  But  the 
commissioners  do  not  upon  this  occasion  need  the  support  of  any  foreign  authority. 
The  sketch  of  a plan  for  collecting,  arranging  and  publishing  the  materials  for  the 
history  of  Britain,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  accession  of  Henry  the  8th,  has 
been  already  mentioned  by  me.  The  lives  and  miracles  of  saints  are  there  ex- 
pressly described  as  part  of  such  materials.  As  to  the  miracles  of  saints,  it  is  there 
stated  that  they  often  contain  much  curious  and  extremely  valuable  information ; 
and  in  this  opinion  I do  not  hesitate  to  concur,  having  myself  read,  not  indeed  in  the 
unfinished  work  of  the  Bollandists,  but  in  the  volumes  of  Surius,  the  lives  of  all 
saints  born  in  the  British  Isles.  I consider  that  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
King  intended  that  the  lives  and  miracles  of  our  saints  should  form  part  of  the 
great  historical  collection ; and  the  board  therefore  does  not  want  the  precedent  of 
France,  Germany  or  Denmark  for  endeavouring  to  procure  the  best  manuscripts 
of  writings  of  that  class. 

2219.  But  here  are  the  medical  works  of  Egidius  ; have  you  inserted  those  be- 
cause he  was  a native  of  England  ? — Johannes  Egidius  was  a native  of  St.  Alban’s ; 
he  flourished  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  3d.  He  acquired  great  reputation  for  his 
philosophical  writings,  as  may  be  seen  upon  turning  to  Bayle,  Pits  or  Tanner.  His 
lectures  on  theology  and  the  arts  in  the  universities  of  Paris  and  Oxford  were 
much  celebrated.  He  was,  besides,  physician  to  Philip  the  Second,  king  of  France  ; 
and,  considering  how  little  we  know  of  medical  science  at  that  period,  I should 
esteem  any  work  of  his  in  that  department  well  worth  notice.  The  board  has 
helped  to  fill  up  the  void  between  Galen  and  Paracelsus,  by  printing  in  the  Agenda 
a curious  document  found  amongst  the  mouldering  records  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer's-office ; it  is  a bill  of  medicines  furnished  for  the  use  of  Edward  the  1 st. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  information  of  this  kind  is  communicated  to  the 
public  at  no  additional  expense ; the  whole  of  it  will  not  be  found  to  occupy  a sheet 
of  type  : I am  speaking  of  Appendix  (A). 

2220.  There  is  an  edition  of  Euclid  de  Ponderibus  by  an  Englishman,  in  page 
69;  is  that  put  in  because  it  was  published  by  an  Englishman? — That  is  the 
reason ; the  meshes  of  your  net  must  be  small,  and  you  must  throw  it  widely,  or 
you  will  take  little  that  you  want. 

2221.  Why  have  you  inserted  “ Poems  on  several  occasions  by  the  Earl  of 
Rochester  ” ? — It  is  under  the  head  of  Dresden.  There  are  manuscript  poems  of 
that  nobleman  in  the  King  of  Saxony’s  library ; had  I omitted  mention  of  the 
manuscript,  a few  weeks  would  probably  have  brought  me  a long  account  of  it,  and 
I was  first  desirous  of  preventing  the  librarian  there,  to  whom  we  have  since  become 
indebted  for  notices  of  some  valuable  diplomes,  from  giving  himself  that  useless 
trouble. 

2222.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Here  is  one  book  bought  because  it  had  been  in  an  Eno-- 
lishman’s  library,  that  book  being  an  English  New  Testament? — I do  not  under- 
stand ; if  I have  noticed  a printed  book  in  any  library,  it  is  probably  because  it 
belonged  to  some  remarkable  man. 

2223.  Who  is  it  ? — I see  ; it  belonged  to  Furley,  a famous  English  merchant, 
established  at  Rotterdam  about  the  end  of  the  1 7th  century,  and  a great  promoter 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Quakers. 

2224.  Jhat  was  bought,  then,  because  it  had  belonged  to  a remarkable  man? — ■ 

' u °°k  was  no^  bought ; I must  have  considered  it  as  worthy  of  notice  as  hav- 
ing belonged  to  Furley.  You  will  no  doubt  find  an  account  of  it  in  the  printed 
catalogue  of  the  King  of  Saxony’s  library  ; Furley  made  a large  collection  of  the 
writings  of  the  founders  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  still  in  manuscript,  and  which 

believe  is  now  in  the  public  library  at  Hamburgh.  Honourable  mention  is 
made  of  him  by  Uffenbach  and  other  literary  tourists  of  the  last  century. 

‘ 2^'  ChmrnMn.]  The  connexion  here  appears  to  have  been,  by  having  been 

m the  possession  of  an  Englishman  ? — Ebert,  who  drew  up  a description  of  the 
ranties  of  the  Dresden  Library,  must  mention  this  book  as  having  belonged  to 
°’33*  b b 2 Furley 
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Furley  of  Rotterdam,  the  English  Quaker ; apparently,  I had  some  reason  for 
deeming  this  a curious  literary  fact. 

2226.  Are  the  Record  Commissioners  appointed  to  make  collections  of  all 
curious  literary  facts  ?—  Certainly  not  of  all ; but  I really  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  in  Appendix  (A)  mention  made  of  any  such  printed  book. 

2227.  Sir  Matthew  JV.  Ridley. ] Might  it  not  have'  contained  some  notices  of 
English  history  ? — I have  known  mere  theological  books  and  manuscripts  to  contain 
in  the  fly-leaves  and  margins  very  curious  and  interesting  historical  and  biogra- 
phical  information.  In  whatever  way  you  shape  your  inquiries,  much  will  inevitably 
be  communicated  that  must  be  rejected  as  useless  ; but  there  is  one  objection  to 
limiting  them  for  the  purpose  of  shutting  out  all  notices  of  this  kind  ; it  is,  that 
almost  all  will  escape  you  of  which  you  are  in  search.  There  is  a catalogue  in  the 
library  of  the  board  which  contains  copious  extracts  from  the  Statute  of  Marie- 
bridge  ; but  these  are  followed  by  a description  of  certain  “ Leges  Scotirn,  et  con- 
suetudines  quatuor  Burgorum,  & c.”  This  has  proved  to  be  the  oldest  manuscript 
of  the  ancient  laws  of  Scotland  known  to  exist ; but  upon  looking  again  at  the  entry 
referred  to  by  Dr.  Bowring,  I perceive  it  relates  to  a manuscript,  and  not  a printed 
book  ; it  is  the  manuscript  of  an  old  translation  of  the  New  Testament  into  Eng. 
fish,  and  of  course  ought  not  to  have  been  passed  over. 

2228.  Chairman.']  There  being  no  title-page  or  preface  to  this  work,  has  led  to 
many  of  the  questions  that  have  been  put  to  you ; does  this  refer  only  to  manuscripts, 
or  manuscripts  and  printed  books  ? — To  manuscripts  only. 

2229.  Here  you  have  noticed  manuscripts  of  books  that  have  been  printed?— - 
Of  course. 

2230.  I find  a long  extract  from  the  manuscript  of  Froissart ; was  it  necessary 
lor  the  purpose  of  the  commission  that  that  should  be  printed  ? — I recollect  notices 
of  two  manuscripts  of  Froissart,  the  one  at  Berne,  the  other  at  Breslau  ; the  Breslau 
manuscript  is  perhaps  the  most  celebrated  in  existence ; I describe  it,  but  give  no 
extracts  from  it.  When  the  French  took  Breslau  in  1806,  there  was  a special 
article  introduced  into  the  capitulation,  that  this  manuscript  should  not  be  rempved. 
The  Berne  manuscript  of  Froissart  is  famous  for  the  purity  of  its  readings.  I have 
printed  one  or  two  short  but  remarkable  passages  (as  the  death  of  the  old  King  of 
Bohemia  at  the  battle  of  Cressy),  to  give  the  English  reader  an  opportunity  of 
judging  how  far  it  differs  from  the  published  text. 

2231 . Do  you  think  that  it  enters  into  the  design  of  the  commission  to  ascertain 
which  are  the  most  accurate  manuscripts  of  Froissart? — I am  persuaded  that 
Parliament  will  not  deem  such  matters  foreign  to  the  measures,  the  execution  of 
which  His  Majesty  has  confided  to  the  board.  When  the  House  of  Commons 
determined  that  collections  should  be  made  and  printed  of  chronicles,  lives  of  saints, 
royal  and  noble  letters,  treaties  and  other  historical  materials,  it  could  never  have 
intended  that  such  collections  should  be  less  perfect  than  similar  collections 
published  by  other  nations  of  Europe.  It  could  never  have  intended  that  the 
edition  of  our  ancient  historians,  or  the  new  Foedera,  should  be  inferior  to 
the  corresponding  works  printed  or  projected  in  France  and  Germany ; and  this 
they  most  indubitably  would  be  without  the  aid  of  foreign  materials.  The 
French  and  the  Germans  have  made  searches  for  manuscripts  and  diplomes  in 
every  part  of  Europe ; I have  seen  in  the  Bibliotheque  Royale  at  Paris,  nearly  9,000 
letters  of  the  popes,  connected  with  French  history,  all  copied  from  the  originals  at 
Rome,  by  a person  sent  thither  for  the  purpose.  In  the  same  repository  are 
20,000  abstracts  of  historical  pieces  in  the  Pontifical  Archives,  made  by  the  same 
person.  There  are  also  inventories  of  the  contents  of  all  the  principal  archives 
of  the  Low  Countries.  After  the  peace  of  1 763,  assistants  came  to  this  country,  and 
were  employed  for  several  years  in  transcribing  all  the  documents  in  the  Tower  of 
London  relating  to  the  history  of  France ; and  lately,  M . Francisque  Michel  was 
sent  hither  by  the  French  Government,  on  a literary  mission  5 and  I find,  from 
a report  recently  made  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  and  of  which 
Monsieur  Guizot  has  had  the  politeness  to  send  me  a copy,  that  Monsieur 
Michel  when  here  transcribed  a chronicle  in  rhyme  upon  the  Dukes  of  Normandy, 
by  Benoit  de  Slc  More ; a History  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Kings,  by  Geoffroi 
Gaimar ; and  a poem,  giving  an  account  of  the  journey  of  Charlemagne  to  Con- 
stantinople. . M.  Michel  perhaps  copied  some  other  pieces;  but  these  are  all  of 
which  mention  is  made  in  the  report : at  all  events,  it  was  not  considered  that  the 
libraries  and  archives  of  England  had  been  exhausted  by  him,  as  & graduate  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  has  been  just  appointed  to  prosecute  Che  searches  at 
the  British  Museum  and  elsewhere,  commenced  by  M.  Michel,  and  to  transcribe 
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all  curious  manuscripts  and  documents.  At  Monsieur  Guizot’s  particular  request,  Cfmles.P.  Cooper, 
I made  inquiries  as  to  the  qualifications  of  this  gentleman  for  the  task.  But  those  Esq.  . 

members  of  the  Committee  who  may  have  visited  the  Royal  and  National  Library 

in  the  Rue  Richelieu,  are  probably  aware  of  the  immense  collections  of  transcripts  16  March  1836. 
which  it  contains,  particularly  from  the  libraries  and  archives  of  London  and 
Home.  I will  not,  therefore,  pursue  this  subject  any  further.  I will  only  men- 
tion, that  previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  Monumenta  Germania;  Historica, 

Dr.  Pertz  visited  some  of  our  principal  public  libraries  to  collect  materials  for  that 
work ; that  he  also  visited  Italy  and  other  parts  of  the  Continent ; that  Professor 
Bluhme  and  many  other  learned  men  have  besides  been  authorized  to  make 
literary  tours  with  the  same  object ; and  that  the  results  of  these  researches  are 
printed  in  publications  especially  intended  to  draw  attention  to  the  various  manu- 
scripts and  diplomes  discovered,  their  age,  &c.,  in  order  that  manuscripts  of  the 
best  note,  and  diplomes,  the  genuineness  of  which  is  undoubted,  may  be  used  for 
this  great  compilation  of  ancient  German  historical  matter. 

2232.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Is  there  any  account  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Third,  which  you  conceive  to  be  superior  to  the  account  of  Froissart,  himself  a con- 
temporary and  companion  of  the  army  in  some  of  its  most  memorable  enterprizes  ? 

— No. 

2233.  Sir  Matthew  JV Ridley.']  Is  the  obtaining  this  information  attended  with 
any  additional  expense? — No. 

2234.  Was  any  additional  expense  incurred  beyond  the  extra  time  in  looking 
over  the  works? — No;  all  this  part  of  my  labour  from  1831  to  the  present  time 
has  been  purely  voluntary  and  gratuitous. 

2235.  This  is  done  without  any  additional  remuneration? — I neither  receive 
nor  claim,  nor  will  accept  any  remuneration  whatever  for  any  work  of  this  kind. 

2236.  Chairman.']  But  some  expense  has  been  incurred  in  order  to  get  those 
books  and  manuscripts  for  your  perusal  ? — Some  expense  has  certainly  been  incurred 
in  purchasing  books  to  enable  me  to  complete  Appendix  (A) ; but  it  will  be  found 
that  very  few  books  have  been  bought  that  will  not  be  required  either  for  the  new 
edition  of  the  Feeders,  or  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain.  In  my  judg- 
ment the  Fosdera  ought  not  to  be  resumed  until  a calendar  or  list  is  framed  of  all 
diplomes  relative  to  English  affairs,  which  are  to  be  found  in  works  printed  on 
the  Continent.  The  existence  of  many  of  such  works  is  unknown  to  the  learned 
men  in  this  country ; there  is  one  which  I have  brought  with  me  to-day,  Lunig 
Liter®  Procerum  Europae,  in  three  octavo  volumes,  which  contains  not  fewer  than 
347  letters  written  by  or  addressed  to  royal,  noble,  and  official  personages  in  this 
country,  touching  its  foreign  relations.  When  Louis  the  1 5th  resolved  on  the  publi- 
cation of  a French  “ Foedera,”  directions  were  given  for  the  compilation  of  such  a . 
calendar  or  list  as  I have  suggested  ; and  it  is  to  those  directions  that  we  owe  the 
valuable,  although  unfinished,  Table  Chronologique  des  Diplomes,  edited  by  Bre- 
quigny.  That  table,  however,  notices  diplomes  in  books  printed  in  France  as  well 

as  other  countries.  The  editors  of  the  Monumenta  Germanise  Historica  have 
also  recently  published  two  or  three  similar  works,  preparatory  to  the  commence- 
ment of  that  part  of  their  great  undertaking  which  will  comprehend  the  diplomes. 

This  is  the  only  safe  course,  and  if  it  had  been  adopted  by  the  recent  editors  of 
Rymer,  would  have  prevented  many  errors.  Now  a large  portion  of  the  books 
in  the  library  of  the  commissioners  will  be  required  for  framing  the  above  calendar 
or  list.  The  rest,  it  may  be  confidently  asserted,  will  be  wanted  for  the  selection 
from  foreign  authors  of  all  notices  relative  to  Britain ; I am  speaking  only  of  the 
hooks  procured  for  Appendix  (A).  But  whilst  on  the  subject  of  books,  as  I happened 
to  come  into  the  room  when  Mr.  Protheroe  alleged  he  had  seen  Disraeli’s 
Curiosities  of  Literature  in  one  of  the  bookseller’s  bills,  I cannot  refrain  from 
saying  that  such  a book  could  only  have  found  its  way  there  by  some  most  strange 
mistake ; and  I do  not  think  it  at  all  probable  that  the  item  would  have  escaped 
my  notice.  This,  however,  shall  be  inquired  into  : as  to  the  question  concerning 
expense  in  reference  to  manuscripts,  I fear  I do  not  quite  understand  it. 

2237.  For  instance,  has  the  looking  over  this  manuscript  of  Froissart  caused 
any  expense  r I he  manuscript  is  at  Breslau ; I never  saw  it ; I never  was  at 
breslau. 

2238.  How  does  that  tally  with  your  former  answer,  that  you  have  read  all  the 
''01  -s  mentioned  here  ?—  I have  read  or  examined  all  the  printed  books  necessary 

enable  me  to  compile  the  Appendix  (A) ; of  course  I have  not  seen,  much 
•33-  b b 3 less 
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less  read  tlie  manuscripts,  of  which  notices  are  scattered  through  every  pace  0f 
such  appendix. 

2239.  Mr.  Pusey.]  With  reference  to  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  did  you  not 
consider  them  essential,  as  illustrating  the  state  of  the  literature  of  the  country 
The  lives,  legends,  acts,  miracles  and  translations  of  saints,  necessarily  form  part 
of  the  early  history  of  every  nation  of  modern  Europe. 

2240.  Did  you  consider  the  state  of  the  literature  of  the  nation  a yery  important 
element  in  the  work  you  have  alluded  to  P — Undoubtedly  I did ; I shall  have  occa- 
sion to  show  that  the  views  of  the  board  do  not  differ  upon  this  point  from  those 
of  Monsieur  Guizot,  who,  as  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  is  at  the  head  of  what 
may  be  called  the  record  commission  of  France.  I have  unluckily  mislaid  a copy 
he  sent  me  some  time  ago  of  one  of  the  letters  circulated  by  him  in  France,  and 
which  relates  to  this  very  subject. 

2241.  Chairman.']  How  does  the  work  of  a Saxon  nun  illustrate  the  state  of 
English  literature ; how  would  the  visions  of  this  nun  of  the  electorate  of 'Saxony 
throw  any  light  upon  the  literature  of  England  at  any  time  ? — We  cannot  tell 
without  perusing  the  said  visions  ; but  to  me  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  conceive  that 
such  a manuscript  may  not  be  altogether  useless  to  the  student  of  English  history 
or  literature. 

2242.  Do  you  mean  with  a view  to  the  literature  or  the  history  of  England;  is 
it  necessary  for  the  commission  to  ferret  out  all  the  absurd  visions  that  a nun  in 
Saxony  had  about  some  ancient  Popish  legend  ? — I am  afraid  if  all  that  we  may 
deem  visionary  or  absurd  is  to  be  excluded  from  history,  there  will  be  a great  cur- 
tailment of  the  materials  for  it,  whether  it  be  ancient  or  modern. 

2243.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Much  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  recently  taken 
and  the  questions  which  have  been  addressed  to  you,  have  proceeded  upon  the  fact 
of  certain  volumes,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D and  E,  being  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Committee ; will  you  state  to  the  Committee  generally  how  it  happens  that  those 
volumes  are  presented  without  title-page,  preface  or  index  ; in  short,  whether  they 
are  or  not  in  a state  which  you  regard  as  finished  or  unfinished  ? — All  these 
volumes  have  been  most  reluctantly  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee.  Of 
some  of  them  the  destination  is  quite  uncertain.  Of  none  of  them  can  the  Com- 
mittee form  a correct  judgment  without  seeing  the  report  to  which  I alluded  some 
time  ago,  and  which  is  not  yet  ready.  These  volumes  are  bodies  without  heads. 

2244.  Chairman .]  You  have  got  some  extracts  here  from  various  books  1— The 
four  manuscript  volumes  which  I hold  in  my  hands  are  entitled,  “ Ad  monumenta 
insularum  Britannicarum  historica  et  litteraria  quae  in  diversis  bibliothecis  tam 
publicis  quam  privatis  urbis  Romm  extant,  collectio  prima.  Monumentorum 
Brilanniae  antiquitates  concernentium  quae  in  diversis  urbis  Romae  armariis  extant, 
collectio  secunda.  Monumentorum  Britannia  antiquitates  concernentium  quae  in 
diversis  urbis  Romm  vel  etiam  in  aliis  Italian  armariis  habentur,  collectio  tercia. 
Bibliotheca  Britannica  sive  monimenta  medii  aevi  ad  res  sive  historicas  sive  littera- 
rias  Magnae  Britanniae  spectantia  quae  in  diversis  armariis  vel  Romm  vel  aliarum 
partium  Italiae  habentur,  collectio  quarta.”  These  were  compiled  by  a very  learned 
abbe,  who  has  obtained  for  the  board  from  his  Holiness  the  Pope  a facility  of 
access  to  the  treasures  of  the  Vatican,  of  which  there  are  few  examples  in  the 
history  of  that  repository.  But  I am  anxious  before  this  day’s  examination  closes 
to  impress  upon  the  Committee,  that  in  making  these  collections,  portions  of  which 
are  now  produced  by  way  of  specimens,  whether  such  collections  be  with  a view  to 
the  Foedera  or  to  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  the  commissioners  have 
been  actuated  by  a desire  that  these  two  great  works,  the  compilation  of  which  has 
been  confided . to  them  by  His  Majesty  and  Parliament,  should  be  worthy  of  the 
nation ; and  it  has  appeared  to  them  that  this  would  not  be  the  case  had  they 
neglected  the  means  pointed.out  by  learned  men,  and  adopted  by  other  countries 
of  Europe,  for  perfecting  similar  publications.  The  commissioners  have  un- 
doubtedly considered,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  they 
should  avail  themselves  of  all  opportunities  that  might  occur  to  throw'  light  upon 
the  ancient  history  and  literature  of  the  British  Isles.  They  have  looked  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1800  as  their  instructions,  as  regards  one 
department  of  their  labours  ; and  the  Sketch  of  a Plan,  &c.  as  their  instructions,  as 
regards  another  department  of  their  labours.  The  Recueil  des  Historiens  des 
Gaules  et  de  la  France,  having  too  given  rise  to  this  “ Sketch,”  the  commissioners 
could  hardly  shut  their  eyes  to  the  series  of  magnificent  publications  of  the  French 
Government,  of  which  that  historical  collection  forms  part  only;  to  the  Histoire  Litte- 

raire 
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raire  de  la  France,  the  1 7th  vol.  of  which  appeared  in  1832 ; to  the  Notices  et  Extracts  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
des  Manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotheque  Du  Roi  et  autres  Bibliotheques,  of  which  the  12th  Esq.. 

volume  was  published  in  1831  ; to  the  Ordonnances  des  Rois  de  France,  which  in  

1828  had  reached  the  18th  volume;  not  to  mention  the  Gallia  Christiana,  the  16  March  1836. 
Concilia,  l’Art  de  verifier  les  Dates,  and  the  Diplomata,  Chart®,  Epistol®,  et  alia 
Documenta  ad  Res  Francicas  Spectantia.  And  if  the  commissioners  could  not 
fail  to  notice  these  great  and  useful  publications  of  a rival  nation,  most  of  which 
were  completed  or  commenced  previously  to  their  institution,  how  is  it  possible  that 
they  could  be  indifferent  to  the  proceedings  of  the  record  commission  of  France 
during  the  last  year.  The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  evidently  attaches  a 
much  higher  degree  of  importance  to  certain  literary  inquiries,  than,  judging  from 
the  merriment  they  have  excited,  some  of  us  are  disposed  to  attach  to  them  in  this 
place.  Monsieur  Guizot,  in  his  circulars,  gives  minute  directions  for  the  exami- 
nation of  Bibles,  missals,  rituals,  psalters,  New  Testaments,  &c.  He  inquires  after 
manuscripts  of  Terence,  Quintilian,  Suetonius,  Livy,  Cicero,  Greek  glossaries, 
palimpsestes,  &c.  He  asks  if  such  manuscripts  have  been  carefully  collated  by 
skilful  persons,  and  a great  many  other  particulars.  In  the  circular  addressed  by 
him  to  each  “ Correspondant  liistorique,”  he  requires  notices  of  all  manuscripts  on 
mathematics,  physics,  meteorology,  alchemy,  arithmetic,  cosmography,  surgery, 
zoology,  botany,  algebra,  metaphysics,  &c. ; of  all  those  containing  ancient  travels 
and  miracles,  mysteries,  moralities,  and  other  old  dramatic  pieces ; of  grammars,  glos- 
saries, and  old  treatises  upon  language ; of  old  collections  of  proverbs,  fables,  &c. ; of 
ancient  poems  on  hunting,  equitation,  the  game  of  chess,  &c. ; of  liturgies,  and  many 
others,  too  numerous  for  me  now  to  mention.  Amongst  the  works,  too,  sent  to  press 
by  the  record  commission  of  France,  during  the  year  1835,  are  a history  in  verse  of 
the  Crusade  against  the  Albigenses,  several  cartularies,  some  inedited  fragments  of 
Abelard  (edited  by  Monsieur  Cousin),  consisting  of  the  treatise  Sic  et  Non,  a 
Commentary  on  the  Organon  of  Aristotle,  and  Glosses  upon  Porphyry.  Lest, 
however,  the  Committee  should  be  alarmed,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  no  publica- 
tions of  this  kind  are  in  the  contemplation  of  His  Majesty’s  commissioners.  They 
are  content  to  procure  notices  of  any  manuscripts  of  works  of  this  kind,  composed 
by  natives  of  the  British  Isles,  which  may  exist  in  Continental  libraries ; and  as 
these  notices  cost  the  public  nothing,  the  occasion  of  procuring  them  ought  not  to 
be  neglected.  For  amassing  historical  materials  in  foreign  archives  and  libraries, 
in  my  opinion,  no  precedent  is  wanting  ; but  if  it  be,  there  are  several  other  coun- 
tries besides  those  mentioned  by  me  in  to-day’s  examination  which  will  furnish 
one.  Two  occur  to  me  at  this  moment ; Prussia  and  Denmark.  Niebuhr  and 
Bunsen  have  procured  copies  from  the  Vatican  of  everything  relative  to  the  early 
history  of  the  first-mentioned  country ; and  it  is  worth  while  to  mention,  that  the 
King  of  Prussia  has  expressed  a determination  that  his  resident  at  Rome  shall 
always  be  well  versed  in  classical  and  ancient  literature,  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  any  opportunity  of  obtaining  manuscripts  for  the  Berlin  Library.  The  King  of 
Denmark  has  lately  employed  the  Prussian  historian  Vogt  to  transcribe  for  the 
Royal  Library  at  Copenhagen,  all  instruments  relative  to  Danish  affairs  preserved 
in  the  Brandenburgh  archives  at  Konigsberg.  The  proceedings  of  the  record 
commission  of  Belgium  must  be  too  .well  known  for  it  to  be  necessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  them. 
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Dr.  Bo  wring. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Matthew'  White  Ridley. 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

, in  the  Chair. 


Charles  Burton  Cooper,  Esq.  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

2245.  Mr.  Hawes. ] WHO  is  considered  the  responsible  person  for  the  accounts 
of  the  commission  P — The  secretary. 

2246.  And  w ho  is  considered  responsible  for  the  accounts  returned  to  Parliament 
in  the  returns  which  have  been  moved  for  from  time  to  time  ? — The  secretary. 

2247.  Are  the  Parliamentary  returns  relating  to  returns  submitted  to  and 
approved  of  by  the  commissioners  ? — It  never  has  been  the  usage  that  returns  to 
Parliament  should  be  submitted  to  or  approved  by  the  board.  It  was  not  the 
usage  of  the  former  commission,  and  it  has  never  been  suggested  that  such  a course 
should  be  taken  under  the  present  one.  The  last  returns  to  Parliament  was 
shown  to  two  or  three  of  the  commissioners  before  it  was  sent  in,  but  was  never 
submitted  to  the  board. 

2248.  Then  a return  so  moved  for  and  sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Commons 
is  it  or  is  it  not  submitted  to  the  board  ? — Mr.  Caley  informed  me  that  it  was  not 
the  usage  of  the  former  commission,  and  it  has  not  been  the  usage  of  the  present 
commission. 

2249.  When  was  the  board  cognizant  for  the  first  time  of  those  returns  which 
have  been  moved  for  in  the  House  of  Commons  relating  to  the  commission,  since 
you  have  been  secretary  ? — I am  not  aware. 

2250.  Have  the  board  at  this  moment  any  official  knowledge  of  them?— I am 
not  aware  that  the  returns  have  been  laid  before  the  board. 

2251.  Can  you  state  distinctly  whether  the  board  has  or  has  not  official  know- 
ledge of  the  returns  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons  P — I cannot  state  decidedly 
without  consulting  the  minute-book.  I think  it  is  very  probable  that  all  the 
individual  commissioners  who  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  board  are  cognizant 
that  the  returns  were  moved  for  and  prepared ; but  they  were  never  officially  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  board. 

2252.  Dr.  Bowring. ~\  Was  it  reported  to  the  board  on  the  occasion  that  Parlia- 
ment had  required  returns  ? — Certainly  it  has  been  often  the  subject  of  conversa- 
tion ; but  the  thing  being  so  notorious,  and  many  of  the  commissioners,  particularly 
when  the  first  returns  were  moved  for,  being  Members  of  Parliament,  it  was  not,  I 
apprehend,  thought  necessary  to  load  the  proceedings  of  the  board  with  documents 
of  that  description. 

2253-  Then  is  it  your  impression  that  the  minutes  of  the  commission  have  no 
reference  to  Parliamentary  returns?— T should  think  not.  When  the  first 
returns  were  printed,  I applied  to  The  Speaker  for  copies  of  them,  and  those  printed 
copies  were  sent  to  the  different  commissioners. 

2254.  Mr.  Hawes  ^ You  have  stated  that  the  commissioners  knew  that  returns 
were  moved  for,  and  that  they  knew  of  the  preparation  of  the  accounts  in  obe- 
dience to  that  return  ? — They  knew  it,  some  of  them  as  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  others  from  the  subject  of  the  motion  for  the  returns  having  been  repeatedly 
the  subject  of  conversation,  both  at  the  board  and  between  individual  commissioners 
and  the  secretary. 

2255*  And  they  knew  of  the  preparation  of  the  accounts  in  obedience  to  that 
return  r — They  knew  that  the  secretary  was  engaged  in  preparing  those  returns. 

2256.  Did  they  take  any  steps  to  ensure  their  accuracy? — The  duty  for  the 
last  30  years  has  always  been  performed  by  the  secretary. 

2257.  Then,  if  the  accounts  are  inaccurate,  the  commissioners  are  in  no  way 

cognizant 
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cognizant  of  the  fact,  nor  are  they  responsible  for  the  inaccuracy  ?— Not  in  the  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
least.  ....  _ . Eso. 


least. 

2258.  The  responsibility  for  those  accounts  rests  with  the  secretary? Yes 

and  the  person  whom  he  employs. 

2259.  Who  do  you  employ  in  reference  to  these  accounts  ?— The  last  returns 

to  Parliament  (which  were  sent  in,  I .think,  on  the  15th  January)  were  prepared 
under  my  own  special  directions.  ' r 

2260.  Dr.  Bowring.]  By  an  accountant  f— By  my  clerk,  assisted  by  an  ac- 
countant; not  a regular  accountant,  but  a person  who  is  much  more  conversant 

- with  accounts  than  I and  my  clerk  are. 

226 1 . Mr.  Hawes.]  Now  when  the  accounts  are  laid  before  Parliament,  are  they 
then  submitted  to  the  board  r— I have  already  stated  my  belief,  that  the  returns 
have  never  been  laid  before  the  board  in  any  official  form.  There  have  been  but 
three  sets  of  returns:  the  first  was  made  in  December  1S33,  in  pursuance  of 
an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  in  August  1833;  the  last  have  been 
made  in  the  present  year. 

2262  Who  receives  the  money  granted  by  Parliament  from  the  Treasury  ?— 
In  the  first  year  of  my  appointment,  being  ignorant  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  board  were  transacted,  I asked  Mr.  Caley  to  go  with  me  to- 
the  Exchequer , and  I found,  to  my  great  amazement,  that  I was  to  receive  in  cash 
the  sum  of  1 0,500  1.  I was  very  much  surprised  at  it ; I might  have  put  it  into 
my  pocket,  and  gone  off  to  America  the  next  day.  1 

2263.  Mr.  HatoesJ]  Which  sum  you  received?— Yes. 

2264.  Without  the  intervention  of  the  Treasury  order  ? No. 

rd26f  DKf  B°Tngl  Did  y°u  teIfe  a»y  preliminary  steps  at  the  Treasury  in 
order  to  obtain  the  payment  from  the  Exchequer?— I obtained  His  Maiestv’s 
warrant  there,  according  to  the  then  usage.  J y 

2266  Mr.  Hawes.]  Having  received  that  sum  of  money,  did  you  announce  the 
fact  to  the  commissioners  ?— Not  officially.  3 tne 

2267.  Are  there  no  account-books  of  the  commission,  then,  which  are  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  commissioners;  I mean  official  books,  strictly  such?— 

Pf'f  ] b‘e'  1 A L0W  ?e  t0  SJ;ate  therf  were  no  account-books  whatever  belonging  to 
the  old  board ; therefore,  whatever  defects  there  are  (and  there  are  numerous  defects 
in  the  present  system),  it  is  a great  improvement  on  the  old  one 

2268.  Dr.  Bowrmg  ] Do  you  mean  that  the  old  board  nowhere  recorded  their 

receipts  and  payments  ?-No ; 360,000 1.  and  more,  passed  through  their  hands  and 
there  is  no  trace  of  it  whatever.  ” ldnas’  ana 

2269.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Will  you  state  precisely  the  books  that  are  to  be  considered 

f the  account-books  of  the  commission  ?— When  I was  appointed  secretary  I 
found  no  account-books  I thought  the  system  defective,  and  Immediately  dt  ected 
my  clei  k to  prepare  two  books.  The  one  lias  been,  most  improperly  and  ijLorantlv 
by  me  sometimes  called  a ledger  : I am  told,  by  persons  coivLJt  withTcounts’ 
that  t IS  a mere  journal.  The  other  is  called,  and  improperly  also  a nettv  cash’ 
book,  fhe  distinction  between  the  two  was  the  journal  contains/  ) 

made  by  myself,  by  cheques  drawn  upon  the  bankers,  or  payments  made  by  ' the 
bankers  themselves  ; the  petty  cash-book  contained  payments  made  by  my  clerk 

270anL,m°ZS  “T/?  t0  h™  lhat,heJ.1/«ht  h“PP“  h>  W In  Ids  hinds  ’ 
22/0.  Dr.  Bownng.]  Into  what  bank  did  you  pay  the  sum  received  from 

"■*  7*  Mr.  Caley,  and  I pai^that  sum  “ take? 
ole?  w i Blrehm'la.nf’  t0  the  account  of  the  commissioners. 

.ion/  Tt  w n 'aWn  ont  wltbo“t  signature  of  the  commissioners  on  any  occa- 

waJ  't'0  ™S, dra"’"  0UC  aIm°st  nnmediately  ; for,  although  the  sum  was  lirge  it  ' 

c™ands  "Pf  *•  «H  board.  Except  I think  about  ,.ooof  r 
Of  EfflnbuwW,  C°Te  °fn  ^ dayS  ’ a“d’  "',th  the  excePtion  of  Mr.  Thomson 
nedeoted  to®.’  f T T ?’°°? 1 'vas  due  from  tile  'old  board,  and  vvhi 
2272  dDhl  ?h  y &r  : "ear  y the  "*,°le  °f  !t  Was  Paid  a'vay  immediately. 
tansAin^li  cLM/sT^T'b/11  Wh°Se  names  the  amount  was  paid  into  the 
» a defeat  tb^  "'h  \ ^ same  al™"nt  was  drawn  out  ?— Never.  That 

to  the  system,  which  I took  the  liberty  of  pointing  out 

2970  iT  “ ‘ Exchequer  last  December.  0 

Yes  Ian,1',  I8  if  paid  into  the  bank  on  account  of  the  commission  ? — 

the  chen,™  quite  sure  whether  it  was  by  the  secretary  qua  secretary.  AH 
„ s ale  s,Sned  ‘ c-  p-  Cooper,  Sec.  Com.  Pub.  Kec.”  The  heading  of 
0 c the 


Esq. 

22  April  1836-. 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  the  present  account  is,  “ His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of 
Esq.  the  Kingdom  in  account  with  Messrs.  Robert  Snow,  William  Strachan,  Sir  J.  D 
Paul  and  J.  D.  Paul.”  I forget  what  the  first  was ; if  it  was  not  that,  it  Was 
23  April  1836.  « Secretary  to  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records.” 

2274.  But  the  money  so  received  by  you  is  paid  into  the  bankers  by  you,  and 
drawn  out  by  you  without  any  other  signature  whatever? — Yes;  and  in  the  first 
instance  might  have  been  misapplied  by  me. 

2275.  Does  it  all  go  through  the  same  bankers? — All. 

2276.  Who  authorizes  the  payments  on  account  of  the  board?— The  payments 
are  for  work  done  by  the  order  or  with  the  sanction  of  the  board ; the  performance 
of  that  work  is  the  authority  for  the  payment. 

2277.  Who  gives  the  authority  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  for  work  done?— 
There  is  no  previous  order  made  by  the  board  for  any  specific  sum  ; for  instance, 
when  a person  has  edited  a book,  the  board  may  know  that  he  will  receive  for 
it  150  /.,  but  the  board  never  makes  an  order  that  the  150  /.  should  be  paid. 

2278.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Then  the  board  never  interferes  in  the  actual  fact  of  pay. 
ment? — The  board  never  previously  makes  an  order  for  payment. 

2279.  Mr.  Hawes.']  That  applies  only,  does  it  not,  to  cases  in  which  the  en- 
gagement involving  payments  are  made  with  the  sanction  of  the  board? — I appre- 
hend it  will  be  found  that  no  person  has  performed  any  considerable  work  without 
the  sanction  and  knowledge  of  the  board.  If  the  auditors,  when  they  come  to 
audit  the  accounts,  should  find  that  a sum  of  money  had  been  paid  to  a person  of 
whom  they  never  heard,  and  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  not  been 
employed  by  the  board,  I apprehend  they  never  would  think  of  allowing  that  sum 
to  the  secretary. 

2280.  Dr.  Bowring.']  The  board  never  interfered  in  the  fact  of  payment ; but 
no  responsibility  could  be  incurred  which  would  involve  a payment  without  the 
sanction  or  knowledge  of  the  board  ? — There  are  no  large  payments  without  the 
sanction  or  the  knowledge  of  the  board  ; there  may  be  small  ones. 

2281.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Are  there  not  some  payments,  running  from  500/.  to 
1,000/.,  for  instance,  for  repairs  and  for  books  purchased? — I know  of  no  pay- 
ment for  repairs  properly  so  called. 

2282.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Foreign  purchases,  or  expenses  incurred  in  other  countries? 

Expenses  for  books  and  for  transcripts  are  expenses  that  are  incurred  like  the 

wages  of  workmen,  from  day  to  day ; they  are  generally  of  small  amount,  and  are 
paid  at  once  under' the  general  authority. 

2283.  Dr.  Bowring.  J If  I understand  you,  the  board  gave  its  sanction  for  the 
appropriation  of  a certain  sum  to  such  a purpose ; and  on  that  credit  did  you  draw  ? 

No,  that  has  never  been  the  course.  It  will  not  be  found,  on  looking  at  the 

minute-books  of  the  old  commission,  that  any  of  the  books  were  purchased,  or  any 
of  the  smaller  transcripts  made,  by  the  order  of  the  board ; they  were  done  under 
the  general  authority  or  discretion  which  was  vested  in  the  secretary:  if  he 
abused  that  discretion,  he  would  of  course  become  accountable  to  the  auditors 
and  to  the  board. 

. 2284.  There  was  nothing  like  a general  appropriation  of  the  whole  fund  to  a 
specific  purpose  ; that  is  to  say,  the  board  had  no  cognizance  of  the  appropriation 
which  might  be  voted  to  particular  departments,  or  the  expenses  of  a particular 
charge  ? — There  has  been  no  appropriation  of  any  specific  sum  for  printing,  of 
any  specific  sum  for  repairs,  (repairs  of  records,  not  of  houses,)  or  of  any  specific 
sum  for  transcripts.  Those  large  sums  for  books,  for  instance,  the  Committee  will 
observe  are  spread  over  five  or  six  years. 

2285.  Mr.  Hatues.]  Then  the  board  did  not  directly  authorize  the  individual 
payment  1 — It  did  not. 

2286.  That  is  a duty  entrusted  to  yourself? — The  board  has  laid  down  general 
rules  for  the  remuneration  of  the  principal  persons,  as  to  the  rate  of  payment ; and 
the  secretary  follows  those  rules. 

2287.  Will  you  explain  the  mode  of  auditing  the  accounts? — The  former 
accounts  of  the  board  were  never  audited.  When  I was  appointed  secretary,  to  my 
utter  astonishment  I found  this  mode  of  transacting  business.  There  were  no 
bankers,  but  the  King’s  printers  paid,  by  the  order  of  the  secretary,  various  sums 
of  money,  which  were  included  and  charged  in  their  bills ; and  those  bills,  amounting 
yearly  to  10,000  /.,  1 1,000  /.,  or  1 2,000  /.,  were  afterward  vouched  by  the  secretaiy, 
and  paid  at  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Caley,  as  it  appears  from  a document  which  I have 
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here,  received  more  than  40,000/.  of  the  public  money  paid  to  his  order,  not  one  Charles P Com,- 
farthing  of  which  was  ever  audited — that  was  the  system  I found  ; I have  it  here.  Esq.  ^ 

In  fact,  49, 752  l-  3 s.  2 d.  was  paid  by  the  King’s  printer  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Caley," 
to. his  own  clerk,  Mr.  Charles  Gay,  and  other  persons  ; and  not  one  farthino  of  it 
was  ever  audited. 

2288.  Will  you  explain  the  present  mode  of  auditing  the  accounts? When  I 

was  appointed  secretary,  I pointed  out,  to  Lord  Brougham  and  some  other  com- 
missioners, this  objectionable^  system  ; and  I proposed  that,  instead  of  the  secretary 
giving  an  order  upon  the  King’s  printer,  and  the  payment  being  included  in  the 
King’s  printers’  bill,  and  afterwards  vouched  by  the  secretary,  (who  was  thus,  in  fact, 
vouching  his  own  payment),  the  money  should  be  paid  into  a bank,  and  be  drawn 
out  by  cheques ; that  every  item  should  afterward  be  vouched  by  the  secretary  • 
that  he  should  produce  his  voucher  for  every  payment;  and  that  those  payments 
should  be  audited  by  the  board.  Accordingly  the  money  was  paid  into  the  bank 
of  Messrs.  Williams  & Co.,  when  received  by  me  from  the  Treasury.  I said  the 
first  sum  that  I received  was  10,500/, ; but  I see  it  was  not,  for  the  King’s  printers’ 
bill  was  deducted  from  it.  I received  6,538/.  12  s.  2d.  first;  since  that  I have 
always  received  the  full  amount. 

2289.  Will  you  confine  yourself  at  present  to  the  description  of  the  mode  of 
auditing  the  accounts  ?— The  auditors  met  once  at  Mr.  Hallam’s  bouse  • and  since 
that  they  have  always  met  in  Boswell-court,  where  the  business  of  the  board  is 
carried  on. 

2290.  At  your  own  office,  in  fact? — In  Boswell-court  the. books  are  produced 
which  contain  the  payments  in  chronological  order ; the  bills  are  produced  and 
examined  there,  <and  Mr.  Protheroe  has  generally  taken  avery  full  note  of  every 
bill,)  the  vouchers  are  examined,  and  then  the  account  is  signed  by  the  auditors 
I he  first  account  was  signed  on  the  6th  of  July  1833. 

2291.  What  is  the  form  of  the  declaration  of  the  auditors? — “The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  audit  Mr.  Cooper’s  accounts  have  examined  the  vouchers 
produced  for  the  principal  payments  included  in  the  foregoing  pages,  as  num- 

1 t0  92  inclusive,  which  they  have  found  to  be  correct,  and  report 
that  the  balance  of  930  /.  4 s.  9 \ d.  should  be  carried  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  debit  in  the 
next  account,  (signed)  Henry  Hallam,  John  Allen,  Edward  Protheroe,  iun  ” 
men,  m the  petty  cash-book,  the  payments  are  examined  and  vouched  in  the  same 

S’ortbe  accou™6  G ^ Sma“  °neS  ; ^ “ Hke  subscriPt;™  « placed  at  the 

2292.  That  completes  the  audit  ? — Yes. 

Sow  the  bi!ls  that,  are  presented  are  not  previously  submitted  to  the 
boaid? — On  no  occasion,  unless  a difficulty  arises. 

2294.  Have  the  auditors  made  any  official  complaint  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
expenses  were  incurred  or  liquidated  r— No  complaint  whatever. 

, J “e  'freas“ry  ever  made  any  complaint  relating  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  accounts  have  been  kept  ? Previously  to  last  Decembe?,  I had  no  common! 

“ttodateTeod^T  tbe  Treasury  upon  the  subject  of  the  account,  except  in  a 
letter,  dated  22d  July  1834,  from  the  honourable  James  Stewart,  in  which  he*  states 
v /'ZT11^  by.the,L”ds  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  to  acquaint 
LL  Zb  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers,  transmitted  by  you  in  your 

tee  Zn  X A“gT  ,S,33’  and  are  P‘eased  * wove  of  the  same,  wMlfe 

,,  i/,;:  1 e sum  of  23  l.  10  s.  9 } d.,  which  is  erroneously  claimed  for  petty 

witg  He  TtTe  »c  V,7xy°U,  mdeb£ed  in.tbat  sum  (!t  bad Len  carried  to  the 
whirbS  T 1 , “ t,)  “leaving  you  indebted  in  the  sum  of  053!  iks  7d- 

■ 22q”ySteted  theTt  y°  b WlIi  b arT  trwai'd  t0y0Ur  "ext  acc0um  fov ' this  service.” 

State  tbe  date  when  that  balance  was  struck  against  you?-March  vi, 

the' m-Lt tx^Surf  Lr  °bse™  "“ther  tba  book  which  contains  the  account  of 
payment"  X ae™™',  , 6 ^ cash’  contains  ^eord  of  daily 

di  of  the  payments  a‘'e  made  UP  l°  tba  same  time  ?-They  both  contain  the 

be  Spfes  of  s^meo’JhJT'Tb^  the  payments  when  madei  tbese  books  appear  to 
the  bills  and  vouchers/8  ’ ^ aCC0UntS  are  taken  from  the  cheque-ends  and  from 

otW^guLr  aXu^t'separatelyf6  ^ “*  •*“  °f  PWent  ?-My  clerk  keeps  no 
^ c c 2 2300.  In 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  2300.  In  both  cases,  both  with  respect  to  large  and  small  payments,  these  pages 
Esq.  have  obviously  been  written  all  at  the  same  time  ? — They  are  all  written  at  the 
— same  time. 

82  April  1836.  2301.  At  the  moment  of  payment  is  any  record  made  of  outgoings.  These 

books  do  not  represent  daily  payments  ? — Those  dates  show  when  the  payments  are 
made.  My  clerk  makes  a memorandum  of  what  he  pays,  in  the  same  book  in 
which  he  makes  memorandums  of  fees  received  by  me  as  a barrister.  The  accounts 
are  made  up  thus : when  Sir  Harris  Nicholas  calls  on  me  and  requests  the  payment 
of  a sum  of  100 1.  due  to  him  ; 1 draw  a cheque,  and  he  forwards  a voucher,  pro- 
bably the  next  day  ; the  cheque-book  and  my  clerk’s  common  memorandum-book 
furnish  the  dates  and  particulars  of  all  the  payments. 

2302.  Do  you  mean  the  cheques  and  vouchers  are  thrown  aside  ?-^-No ; the 
cheque-ends  will  show  every  payment  that  is  made  by  me  ; that  book  is  taken  from 
the  cheque-ends. 

2303.  There  is  no  record  of  daily  payments  at  the  time? — None,  except  the 
cheque-ends. 

2304.  The  petty  cash  cannot,  then,  have  any  reference  to  cheques? — My  clerk 
has  a record  of  the  petty  cash  mixed  up  with  other  payments  ; he  has  a memo- 
randum-book in  which  he  keeps  an  account  of  payments  made  by  him  on  account 
of  the  Record  Commission,  as  well  as  of  payments  made  by  him  on  account 
of  me. 

2305.  As  I understand  you,  the  payments  made  by  the  Record  Commission  have 
been  confused  and  mixed  with  your  general  cash  account? — No,  except  the  small 
payments  called  petty  cash. 

2306.  Why  then  is  there  not  a record  of  daily  payments? — On  account  of  the 
trouble. 

2307.  Mr.  C.  Wynn.']  Are  not  then  the  cheque-ends  in  themselves  a record  of 
all  daily  payments,  except  of  the  petty  expenses  ? — They  are,  unless  a large  pay- 
ment is  made  by  my  clerk  in  my  absence  out  of  my  own  fees,  which  afterwards  he 
takes  credit  for  in  his  account  of  disbursements  made  for  the  Record  Commission ; 
but,  in  that  case,  the  voucher,  which  is  preserved,  is  a record  of  the  payment. 

2308.  Mr.  Hawes.]  You  stated  on  the  12th  March  1833,  according  to  a letter 
from  Colonel  Stewart,  that  the  Treasury  made  you  in  debt  in,  I think,  the  sum  of 
<953 1-  1 5 s- ; that  to  say,  as  secretary  of  the  commission,  you  was  in  debt  on  the 
public  account  to  that  amount  ? — At  that  time. 

2309.  Now,  have  you  returns  made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  which  is 
stated  to  be  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  received  by  the  commissioners,  &c., 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  such  monies  have  been  expended,  from  the  date  of  the 
commission,  12th  March  1831,  to  the  1st  of  August  1833  ? — I have. 

2310.  Will  you  refer  to  a note  which  is  appended  to  that  account,  and  explain 
the  statement  there  made  with  the  statement  made  by  Colonel  Stewart,  that 
statement  being,  that  the  disbursements  had  exceeded  the  receipts  by  the  sum  of 
69/.  4^.  3 d.,  whereas,  by  Colonel  Stewart’s  letter,  it  appears  that  the  commis- 
sioners were,  in  point  of  fact,  in  debt  to  the  public  ? — The  explanation  is  given  in 
the  last  return  to  Parliament;  but  it  is  very  easy  for  me  to  give  it  again  now. 

2311.  What  return? — That  made  in  January  last;  by  your  copy  I shall  find 
that  it  is  explained  somewhere.  This  is  the  note  to  which  I refer : in  the  last 
return  to  Parliament,  which  was  dated  in  January  last,  it  is  said  that  “On 
the  12th  March  1833,  there  was  a balance  in  hand  arising  from  an  advance  made 
by  Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswood  ; the  return  made, -in  December  1833,  of 
receipts  comprises  only  the  Parliamentary  grant,  and  the  monies  arising  from  the 
sale  of  books  ; hence  according  to  that  return  there  was,  on  the  1 2th  March 
1833,  a small  sum  due  to  the  board.”  That  is  the  explanation.  The  return 
to  Parliament  is  a return  of  the  monies  actually  received  from  the  Treasury,  and  of 
the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  books. 

2312.  Does  the  return  comprise  as  well  the  Parliamentary  grant  as  all  the 
disbursements  within  the  dates  of  the  return  ? — All  comprised  within  the  dates 
of  the  return. 

2313.  In  the  account  submitted  to  Parliament  by  you,  and  which  professes  to 
be  an  account  of  sums  of  money  received,  and  of  the  disbursements  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Records,  between  the  12th  March  1831  to  the  1st  August  1 833» 
Roes  that  account  comprehend  all  the  disbursements  that  you  made  as  secretary  to 
the  commission  ?— It  comprises  all  the  disbursements’ up  to  12th  March  1833. 

2314.  There 
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2314.  There  were  no  other  suras  of  money  which  you  paid  during  that  time  Charles  P.  Cooper, 

than  those  which  are  accounted  for  in  this  return? — Not  that  I am  aware  of;  if  _ ^ 

there  were  I must  have  paid  them  out  of  my  own  pocket,  and  lost  the  money.  22  April 

2315.  Have  you  the  return  now  before  you  ? — I have. 

2316.  Will  you  refer  to  page  3,  and  you  will  there  find  the  sum  of  1,031  /.  145. 
paid  on  account  of  printing  the  abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Seisins ; will  you  state 
whether  that  sum  was  paid,  and  the  date  of  the  payment,  and  also  produce  the 
cheque  by  which  the  payment  was  made? — That  sum  of  1,031  /.  145.  was  paid 
by  the  Treasury  ; I never  received  it. 

2317.  You  did  not  pay  it  then? — No;  it  was  paid  by  the  Treasury,  and 
deducted  from  the  10,500  /. 

2318.  Deducted  from  what  10,500/.? — The  amount  of  the  Parliamentary 
grant  in  1831. 

2319.  Is  it  not  made  part  of  the  payments  to  the  amount  of  21,500  /.  which 
you  returned  to  Parliament  as  actual  disbursements? — Yes,  it  amounts  to  the 
same  thing;  for  though  we  charged  ourselves  with  the  10,500  /.  in  the  return  to 
Parliament,  it  so  happened  that  in  that  year,  (the  only  instance  which  has  occurred,) 
the  King’s  printers’  bill  in  England  and  the  King’s  printers’  bill  in  Scotland 
were  deducted  from  the  Parliamentary  grant,  and  were  paid  by  the  Treasury  ; 
therefore  I have  no  voucher  for  those  payments.  I did  not  make  the  payment  of 
.1,031 /.  14$-,  it  was  made  by  the  Treasury. 

2320.  But  it  forms  part  of  a total  of  21,590  /.,  returned  to  Parliament  as  actual 
disbursements? — Tes,  we  charge  ourselves  with  the  whole  grant;  and,  of  course, 
though  part  was  paid  by  the  Treasury,  we  took  credit  for  that  payment. 

2321.  Then  you  did  not  receive  10,500/.,  as  stated  in  that  account,  from  the 
Treasury  ? — I did  not  actually  receive  so  much  money  from  the  Treasury,  but  the 
Treasury  made  payments  on  behalf  of  the  board. 

2322.  Who  received  then  the  10,500/.? — I received  not  10,500  /. ; I received 
6,538  /. 1 2 s.  2 d.  only. 

2323.  Was  the  King’s  warrant  for  10,500/.? — That  I cannot  state;  I should 
rather  think  not. 

2324.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  receive  10,500  /.  ? — I did  not  receive  that  sum. 

2325.  Then  the  King’s  warrant  was  not  for  10,500/.? — The  King’s  warrant 
must  have  been  for  6,538  /.  125.  2 d. 

2326.  Why  did  you  state  to  Parliament  the  receipt  of  10,500/.  ? — We  were  called 
upon  to  return  to  Parliament  the  amount  of  the  grants  made  for  the  service  of  the 
Record  Board.  The  amount  of  the  grant  that  year  was  10,500/.,  of  which  the 
larger  portion  actually  reached  the  hands  of  the  secretary  ; the  other  portion 
was  deducted  in  two  sums,  the  one  paid  to  the  King’s  printers  in  England,  and 
the  other  paid  to  the  King’s  printers  in  Scotland,  for  work  performed  under  the 
direction  of  the  former  board. 

2327.  In  point  of  fact,  the  account  is  neither  an  account  of  actual  receipts  or 
actual  disbursements,  as  far  as  the  Record  Commissioners  are  concerned  ? — It 
never  could  have  been  the  intention  of  Parliament,  that,  in  any  return,  we  should 
conceal  from  the  House  of  Commons  the  fact  that  we  had  received  so  large  a sum 
as  10,500/.  That  sum  had  been  actually  supplied  for  the  service  of  the  com- 
mission, although  only  6,538/.  125.  id.  reached  the  hands  of  the  secretary. 

2328.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  In  other  words,  you  receive  credit  for  10,500/.  and 
not  cash  ; ,6,538/.  125.  2 d.  being  paid  to  you  in  cash,  1,031/.  14  s.  being  paid 
by  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  commission,  to  the  King’s  printer  in  Scotland, 
and  the  balance,  2,929/.  135.  10  d.,  making  with  the  two  preceding  sums  the 
amount  of  the  Parliamentary  grant  for  that  year,  of  1 0,500  /.,  being  expenses  paid 
by  the  Treasury,  also,  on  account  of  the  commission,  to  the  King’s  printer  in 
England  ?— Just  so. 

2329.  Mr.  Hawes. ] But  then  I understand  you  distinctly  to  state  this  1 ,031  /.  1 4$. 
was  actually  paid  by  the  Treasury,  and  was  paid  out  of  the  10,500/.  in  question  ? 

The  1,031/.  145.,  the  amount  of  the  King’s  printer’s  bill  for  Scotland,  was 
actually  paid  by  the  Treasury  out  of  that  sum. 

2330.  Now  give  me  the  date  ? — I do  not  know  when  they  paid  it : it  never 
reached  my  hands. 

^ 233 1 • It  was  paid  out  of  the  10,500/.  received  by  you? — No;  it  was  de- 

2332.  It  was  paid  out  of  that  sum  received  by  you  on  the  26th  August  1831  ? 

c c 3 — It 
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•,  — It  was  deducted,  it  never  reached  my  hands.  If  I have  taken  credit  for  it  any- 
where as  having  been  paid  for  by  me,  I have  taken  credit  for  what  was  not  done 
by  me. 

2333.  Now  you  are  aware  that  the  Treasury  has  made  an  analysis  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have  been  favoured  with  an  analysis  of  the  accounts 
for  the  two  years  beginning  in  March  1 833,  and  ending  in  March  1835. 

2334.  In  that  analysis,  within  the  period  of  the  Parliamentary  return  referred  to 
did  you  find  any  entry  there  of  the  payment  which  you  state  to  have  been  made  out 
of  the  10,500  /.  received  on  the  26th  August  1831  ? — The  analysis  which  I have 
received  from  the  Treasury  is  subjoined  to  the  letter  dated  16th  February  1 836 . 
that  letter  was  signed  by  Mr.  Spearman,  and  is  to  this  effect ; it  is  addressed  to' 
the  Commissioners  and  not  to  the  Secretary. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ The  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  received  from  the  auditors 
of  this  board  a report  of  the  accounts  of  your  secretary  for  the  expenditure  of  the  period 
commencing  12th  March  1833,  and  ending  12th  March  1835,  in  the  principles  and  recom- 
mendations contained  in  which  report  my  Lords  entirely  concur ; I have  it  in  command 
to  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  that  report,  and  of  the  statement  therein  contained,  with 
the  recommendation  of  this  board  that  you  should  give  such  instructions  upon  the 
subject  as  should  appear  to  you  to  be  necessary  for  placing  this  matter  for  the  future  upon 
the  footing  suggested  by  the  Treasury  auditors,  if  you  should  concur,  which  my  Lords 
do  not  doubt,  in  opinion  with  this  board,  as  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
adoption  of  those  recommendations.” 

Then  comes  the  report  of  the  Treasury  auditors  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury ; it 
is  dated  11th  February  1836. 

2335.  Have  you  the  analysis  of  the  account? — To  that  report  is  subjoined 
a “ Statement  of  the  Account  of  C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.  as  Secretary  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  in  respect  to  the  sums  issued,  &c. 
to  him  to  defray  the  expenditure  of  the  Commission,  from  the  12th  March  1833 
to  the  12th  March  1835.”  It  appeal’s  from  that  statement  or  analysis,  that 
the  account  of  Mr.  Cooper  was  in  surplusage  4,933 /.  195.  3 id.,  in  addition  to 
which  the  sum  of  3,000 /.  remained  payable  to  the  King’s  printer. 

2336.  This  is  an  analysis  of  the  account  from  March  1833  to  March  1 835  ? — 
Yes. 

2337.  And  it  is  an  official  paper  ? — It  appears  to  be  so. 

2337*.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  that? — I know  that  it  is. 

2338.  I now  beg  to  put  in  your  hand  a return  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
dated  5th  February  1 836,  for  a copy  of  the  accounts,  or  analysis  of  the  accounts,  now 
in  possession  of  the  Treasury,  relating  to  the  said  Record  Commission  for  the  years 
1 830, 1 831  and  1 832  ; will  you  look  at  what  is  called  the  charge  in  that  account,  and 
state  whether  or  no  the  charge  is  not  less  than  the  sum  which  you  have  stated 
the  Treasury  paid  out  of  the  10,500/.  ? — I never  saw  this  document  before,  but 
the  charge  is  the  same  for  these  two  years,  16,538  /.  12  s.  2 d. : therefore,  it  is  quite 
clear,  from  that  sum  have  been  deducted  the  two  sums  which  I stated  that  the  Trea- 
sury and  not  the  secretary  paid,  the  one  to  the  King’s  printer  in  England,  and  the 
other  to  the  King’s  printer  in  Scotland  ; otherwise  it  would  have  been  20,500 /. 

2339.  Does  not  that  account  make  allowance  for  the  sum  which  you  state  was 
paid  out  of  the  10,500  /.,  still  make  you  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  953  /.  15  s.  3 </.? 
— And  that  is  correct,  because  the  Treasury  also  charges  me  with  a sum  of  1,000/., 
which  had  been  advanced  by  the  King’s  printer. 

2340.  Is  that  sum  of  1,000/.,  which  had  been  advanced  by  the  King’s  printer, 
returned  to  Parliament,  under  the  head  of  receipts,  in  the  account  which  has  been 
referred  to  of  the  receipts  from  March  1831  to  August  1 833  ? — It  is  not ; and  for 
this  reason,  that  the  accommodation  granted  during  the  last  30  years,  by  the  King’s 
printers  to  the  Record  Commissioners,  has  never  been  returned  as  part  of  the 
receipts  of  the  board.  The  return  applies  only  to  the  Parliamentary  grant,  and 
not  to  any  accommodation  that  might  be  granted  to  the  Commission  by  the 
King’s  printer,  or  by  the  banker,  or  by  any  other  person  ; it  applies  only  to  the 
actual  Parliamentary  grant.  Both  the  auditors  and  the  Treasury,  and  the  board, 
were  aware  that  its  affairs  could  not  be  carried  on  without  such  accommodation. 

2341.  But  then  you  had  received  1,000/.  between  the  12th  March  1831  and  1st 
August  1833  ? — On  the  8th  March,  four  days  before  the  end  of  the  year,  1,000/. 
were  borrowed  from  the  King’s  printers. 

2342.  You 
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2342.  You  had  received  1 ,000  /.,  and  you  had  not  paid  a sum  equal  to  1 ,000 /.  ? — 
I had  only  paid  69 /.  4*-  3 d;  the  balance  was  950 /.  The  1,000/.  was  paid  by 
Eyre  and  Spottiswood  into  the  bank  of  Williams  & Co. 

2343.  But  how  could  you  return  an  advance  of  69  /.  4 s.  3 d.  on  account  of  the 
commission,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  you  had  this  1 ,000 /.  of  the  King’s  printers 
in  hand  ? — It  was  an  accommodation  granted  by  the  King’s  printers,  it  may  be  said 
in  some  measure  to  the  secretary,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
board ; and  I doubt  very  much  whether  the  secretary  is  not  personally  liable  to 
repay  that  sum  of  money.  I could  not  consider  it  as  a grant  made  by  Parliament ; 
it  is  a sum  of  money  which  was  advanced  consistently  with  the  former  usage,  only 
in  a less  objectionable  form  ; it  was  advanced  by  the  King’s  printers,  in  order  to 
enable  the  board  to  carry  on  its  operations.  As  I have  already  stated,  the  former 
usage  was  for  the  secretary  simply  to  give  an  order  upon  the  King’s  printer  to 
make  a payment,  which  payment  was  introduced  into  their  bill ; and  I have  already 
shown  that  nearly  .50,000/.  passed  through  Mr.  Caley’s  hands,  not  one  farthing 
of  which  was  ever  audited.  Here  I ought  to  state  that,  in  the  Treasury  letter 
of  1 834.  The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  objected  to  that  species  of  accommodation ; 
the  letter  of  July  1834  contains  this  passage:  “ With  reference  to  the  sum  of 
1,000  L,  which  is  credited  as  an  advance  by  the  King’s  printer,  my  Lords  consider 
that  loans  of  this  nature  from  tradesmen  are,  in  principle,  decidedly  objectionable ; 
and  they  desire  such  accommodations  may  not  occur  in  future.”  In  consequence 
of  that  no  more  money  was  borrowed  from  the  King’s  printers,  and  the  only  possible 
course  was  to  get  it  from  the  bankers. 

2344.  Will  you  turn  to  the  Treasury  analysis  of  accounts,  and  will  you  state 
whether  the  King’s  printers’  bill  for  England  is  paid  in  it? — I have  never  seen 
your  analysis  before  ; this  is  from  March  1 833  to  March  1835  ; but  yours  is  from 
the  year  1831  to  March  1833.  No  copy  of  the  analysis  for  the  first  period  has  ever 
been  forwarded  to  me. 

234.5.  When  was  the  King’s  printers’  bill  for  England  paid  ? — In  which  year  ? 
2346.  In  any  year  since  you  have  been  secretai-y? — In  the  first  year  I cannot 
state  the  date,  because  the  King’s  printers’  bill  was  paid  by  the  Treasury  and 
deducted  from  the  grant;  in  the  second  year  I paid,  on  the  2d  June  1832,  the 
sum  of  4,250  /.  to  the  King’s  printers.  In  the  third  year  I paid,  on  the  2d  January 
1834,  three  different  bills  to  the  King’s  printers;  the  first  for  289/.  195.,  the 
second  for  481  /.  3 s.,  and  the  third  for  389  /.  105.  6 d.  In  the  fourth  year  I paid 
to  them  two  bills;  the  first  for  2,177/.  3«-  on  the  8th  July  1834,  the  second 
for  2,049  ^ 3 s-  2 d.  on  1 ith  July  1834. 

2347-  L>r.  Bowring .]  Do  either  of  those  sums  include  the  repayment  of  the 
1,000 1.  which  had  been  temporarily  advanced  by  the  King’s  printer  ?— On  the  8th 
July  1834,  I repaid  to  the  King’s  printers  the  sum  of  2,000/.,  in  part  of  the 
advances  which  they  had  made  by  way  of  loan,  which,  at  that  period,  amounted 
altogether  to  5,000/. ; leaving  3,000/.,  which  is  still  due  to  them.  At  the  same 
time  I paid  to  them  the  sum  of  17 7/.  3 s.  for  interest. 

2348.  But  the  advances  made  by  the  King’s  printer  had  not  appeared  in  the 
Parliamentary  returns?— No,  they  never  have.  I have  shown  49,000  /.  advanced 
by  the  King’s  printer,  not  one  farthing  of  which,  under  the  old  commission, 
was  ever  returned  to  Parliament.  I can  give  the  dates,  from  1807  to  1830. 
L 49,75°*  3 s-  2d.  was  the  total  sum  advanced  by  them. 

2349.  Mr.  Hawes. Give  me  the  dates  of  that  Treasury  analysis  you  have  got  ? 
— From  March  1833  to  March  1835. 

2350.  By  the  account  presented  to  Parliament,  stating  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments in  the  commission,  from  the  30th  April  1830  to  the  31st  March  1831,  it 
appears  that,  the  sum  of  1,031  /.  145.  is  returned  as  an  actual  disbursement  by 
the  commission  ? — If  it  be  returned  as  a disbursement  by  the  commission,  the 
commission  is  charged  with  the  10,500/.;  December  31,  1830,  1,031  /.  14  s. 

was  called  upon  by  this  return  to  state  what  were  the  receipts  between 
f 11  ^3°  and  March  1831.  I was  also  called  upon  to  give  an  account 
w all  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  Record  Commission  in  March  1831,  specifying 
e nature  and  amount  of  each,  the  parties  to  whom  due,  and  the  dates  when 
contracted.  Not  having  been  secretary  to  the  former  board,  and,  as  I have 
a *cady  stated,  there  being  no  account-books  of  the  former  board,  the  only  way  in 
W ich  x could  possibly  get  at  the  receipts  was  by  ascertaining  how  much  had  been 
0,3 3*  c c 4 paid 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  paid  to  the  King’s  printers,  (who  at  that  time,  as  the  bankers  of  the  board,  paj,j 
Es<l-  all  Mr.  Caley’s  orders,)  and  how  much  had  been  received  by  Mr.  Caley,  under 
~~  the  Treasury  warrant.  Thus  I ascertained  that  the  King’s  printer  had  received 

22  April  183b.  the  sum  0f  7 I'  g 6.#  u j . and  that  the  amount  of  the  Treasury  warrant  was 
6,112/.  10J.  Those  two  sums,  therefore,  would  form  the  receipts  during  that 
period,  as  stated  in  No.  1 of  the  Returns.  No.  2 of  the  Returns  is  an  account 
of  the  debts  and  liabilities  in  March  1831  ; and  among  those  debts,  of  course,  was 
that  sum  of  1,03 1 /.  145.  due  to  the  King’s  printer  in  Scotland.  It  is  only  returned 
as  a debt  which  was,  in  March  1831,  due  from  the  board. 

2351.  But  not  due  at  the  time  this  account  was  returned  to  Parliament  ? — It  does 
not  purport  to  be  due  at  that  time.  If  it  was  on  your  motion,  you  will  recollect 
that  you  moved  for  an  account  of  all  debts  and  liabilities  to  March  1831. 

2352,  I want  to  know  why  it  is  appended  to  that  account  ? — Because  it  was 
actually  due  in  March  1831,  and  therefore  came  within  your  motion. 

23.53.  Have  you  any  general  account  of  disbursements  now  to  which  you  can 
refer  the  Committee  ? — I have  no  account  except  the  books,  which  have  been  audited 
by  Mr.  Hallam  and  two  other  commissioners. 

2354.  You  have  no  account  to  show  whether  the  1,031 l.  was  ever  paid?-- . 
No  proof  whatever ; it  was  never  received  by  me. 

2355.  Whether  by  you  or  the  Treasury  ? — I cannot  prove  that  it  was  paid  by 
the  Treasury. 

2356.  You  have  no  means  of  informing  the  Committee  whether  that  sura  of 
1,031  Z.  was  paid  by  the  Treasury  or  not  ? — In  subsequent  years  the  whole  amount 
of  the  grant  has  been  received  by  me,  and  the  King’s  printers’  bill  has  been 
actually  paid  by  me  : but  in  the  first  year  the  whole  was  not  received  by  me;  and 
payment  was  then  made  by  the  Treasury  to  the  King’s  printers  in  England,  and 
to  the  King’s  printer  in  Scotland. 

2357.  Mr.  C.  TV.  Wynn.]  Was  it  stated  to  you  by  the  Treasury  whether  they 
had  paid  those  sums  ? — I really  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  stated  so ; they  only 
paid  me  the  balance. 

2358.  They  paid  you  the  balance? — Deducting  those  two  bills. 

2359.  That  was  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  ?— His  Majesty’s  warrant  (for  at 
that  period  the  payments  were  made  by  a Royal  warrant)  was  for  6,538  Z.  12  s.  2d., 
the  King’s  printers’ bill  in  England,  and  the  King’s  printers’ bill  in  Scotland  being 
deducted. 

2360.  That  was  due  12th  March  1831  ? — Yes. 

2361.  Mr.  Hawes.]  I hold  in  my  hand  here  a return,  signed  F.  Baring,  and 
which  is  a copy  of  the  accounts,  or  an  analysis  of  the  accounts  now  in  possession  of 
the  Treasury,  relating  to  the  Record  Commission,  for  the  years  1830,  1831  and 
1832? — In  1830  I was  not  secretary  ; I was  not  appointed  until  March  1831. 

2362.  Can  you  show'  me  in  that  account  any  item  w'hich  purports  to  be  a pay- 
ment to  the  King’s  printer  on  account  of  1,031  l.  135.  ? — I never  saw  this  analysis 
before ; but  that  payment  cannot  be  here,  because  they  have  charged  only 
6,538/.  125.  2 d. 

2363.  They  also  charged  you  with  1,000  Z.  ? — Yes,  borrowed  from  the  King’s 
printer. 

2364.  And  they  make  you  in  debt  the  balance  of  953  l.  ? — Yes. 

2365.  Will  you  explain  another  circumstance?  In  the  return  you  give  to 
Parliament  there  is  a general  absence  of  dates  and  payments. — I can  furnish  the 
dates. 

2366.  Why  were  the  dates  omitted  in  the  printed  return? — Mr.  Caley,  who 
was  then  living,  stated  to  me  that  the  dates  were  not  necessary. 

2367.  And  upon  that  opinion  you  acted  in  making  your  return  to  the  House 
of  Commons  ?— Yes ; and  looking  at  all  similar  returns  I find  the  dates  were 
omitted. 

2368.  Will  you  explain  another  circumstance  to  the  Committee ; namely,  the 
alteration  which  you  have  made  in  the  heading  of  the  return  ; you  being  called 
upon  to  show  the  date  of  every  payment  and  the  cost  of  every  work,  you  have  only 
returned  the  dates  of  the  chief  payments  ; why  did  you  alter  the  heading  of  the 
return? — I could  not  have  furnished  the  whole  of  the  dates,  in  the  return  of 
January  last,  without  giving  a transcript  of  the  accounts. 

2369.  My  question  does  not  go  to  the  dates ; you  were  called  upon  to  return 
an  account  of  every  payment ; you  have  varied  the  return,  and',  headed  it  accoun 


\ 
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only  of  the  chief  payments  ?— I apprehended  that  it  would  satisfy  the  House  of 
Commons;  if  I had  been  called  upon  to  make  any  further  return,  I must  have 
done  so. 

2369*-  What  class  of  payments  have  you  omitted  ? — I have  omitted  no  payment  • 
though  I may  have  omitted  the  dates.  F ' ’ 

237°-  point  of  fact,  it  is  a return  of  all  the  payments  ? — Yes 

. W1'  did  7ou„vary  thc  haa<ltag  of  the  return  ?-The  heading  is  correct  • 
,t  purports  to  contain  all  the  payments,  and  the  dates  of  the  chief  payments 
2372.  Have  you  ever  compared  the  Treasury  analysis,  which  you  have  with  the 
accounts  returned  to  Parliament  ? The  Treasury  analysis,  from  March  1831  to 
Match  1833,  as  I have  already  stated,  I had  never  seen.  I never  heard  before 
that  such  analysis  had  Deep  made.  The  Treasury  analysis,  of  which  I have  a copy 
horn  March  1833  to  March  183J,  I have  not  compared  with  the  returns  Pfo 
Parliament,  because  the  periods  do  not  correspond  : the  return  is  from  March  , 833 
to  December  3 1st,  1835,  and  the  analysis  is  only  from  March  1833  to  March  1833^ 
and  herefore  they  cannot  by  any  possibility  correspond.  I think  tha  i t 
objection;  supposing  the  like  were  to  be  done  again,  I would  suggest  that  future 
retains  to  Parliament  should  always  exactly  correspond  with  the  period  for  which 
the  accounts  are  passed  at  the  Treasury.  P 1 “ 

2373-  Are  there  no  corresponding  payments,  with  corresponding  dates  ?— Durino- 
the  two  years,  from  1 2th  March  1 833  to  1 2th  March  1 835,  the  payment  ought  tf 
correspond  with  the  Treasury  analysis.  payment  ought  to 

2374.  Now,  in  the  Parliamentary  account,  we  will  take  the  item  of  books  first  • 
will  you  state  what  sum  you  have  returned  to  Parliament  as  the  expenditure  on 
books  in  the  last  return ’-Between  1,500  h-  and  1,600/.  In  2* 
some  objections  having  been  made  to  the  purchase  of  books,  I thought  it  right  to 
return  to  Parimment  the  total  amount  which  had  been  expended  on  books 
from  March  1831  to  the  qist  DpremW  i Ror  ^ , ea  on  DooJis- 

and  1,600/.  31st  JJecembei  1835.  The  amount  is  between  1,500/. 

lllf.'  wmat  m th®  Pi!rliamental'y  return?— That  is  in  the  Parliamentary  return 
commission  ’to  tha  ^ of  the 

of  yours  t0  the  Trea’ 

-I  am  not  “ Charged  f°r  boots  in  the  Treasury  analysis  ? 

mXvZZZX  fnd  thnenyfb?~ih0Ve  W * ‘he  analysis  from 

‘•4s?gt£^^*«^=5ri 

to  ParlLmit  ^ ^ ““  ^ “>tal  S™  “»■*«  appears  in  the  return 
.8af  to  March" To,8’™  ”?  tba  to‘aI.! ?-The  books  for  the  first  year,  March 

return  to  PadkmJt : £ 
of 4/.7'or  3o7.hat  SUm  ?— Bet"een  700k  and  Spot;  there  may  be  a difference 

fcuben  t0  j'"'  °e.eember  1835,  do  you  mean  to  say 

Since  that  return  w,c  >596/.  heie  stated  m this  account  is  the  correct  sum?— 

0.33.  letU,n  Was  made  1 ^ gone  through  the  book  called  the  ledger,  (or, 

D D more 
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Mark,  P.  Cooper,  more  properly,  tire  journal,)  and  the  petty  cash-book  ; and  I have  taken  out  all  the 
Esq-  items  for  books,  and  I make  it  come  to  less  than  1,577  Z.,  about  20/.  less:  but 
there  are  one  or  two  doubtful  items.  I think  it  was  about  20  /.  under  that  sum  upon 

the  second  time  of  going  through  it.  . r 

2,80.  Will  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  sum  expended  m books  from 
March  1831  to  March  iSjjt-The  sum  expended  in  books  from  March  ,83, 
to  March  1833,  I have  ascertained  in  consequence  of  a report  prepared  by  the 
Bishop  of  Llandaff  and  Mr.  Protheroe.  It  appears  from  March  1831  to  March 
1832,  there  was  expended  for  books  the  sum  of  145  k 6 6 d-  i that  J01™  P«  of 

the  item  of  2621  l ks.  10  d.,  which  is  the  last  item  m that  account  for  that  year, 
the  balancing  item  ; that  is,  from  March  1831  to  March  1832.  For  the  ye ar  frm 
March  1832  to  March  1833,  the  amount  from  2nd  April  1832  to  16th  February 
1833  expended  for  books,  was  497 1-  6 being  the  precise  sum  which  is  men- 
tioned  In  the  Parliamentary  -return  those  sums  of  money  were  taken  from 
the  ledger.  The  payments  for  books  entered  in  the  petty  cash-book  were  m- 
eluded  In  the  balancing  item  for  that  year  of  608  l.  1 3 *■  5 d-  ™ not  con- 
sidered at  that  time  that  it  was  requisite,  in  a return  of  tins  descnption,  to  beat 
the  labour  of  going  through  the  petty  cash-book,  and  taking  out  every  4 s.  or  5%,, 
or  U or  2k, or  3/.  paid  for  books;  therefore  the  497  k 6 s.  comprises  only  the 
books  that  were  in  the  ledger;  the  larger  bills  for  books^  The  books  that  were 
sold,  contained  in  the  petty  cash-book,  from  4th  April  1832  to  4th  March  4%,, 
come  to  «/.  17s.  It 'appears,  however,  upon  going  through  the  accounts  for 
the  purpose  of  the  analysis,  (for  all  these  accounts  have  been  carefully  exammed 
by  my  accountant  within  the  last  fortnight,)  that  beside  the  sum  of  608/ . 1 3«.  5 d, 
w hich  is  the  balancing  item,  there  is  a surplus  sum  of  41 k 15  «•,  which  does  aot 
appear  to  have  been  accounted  for.  Upon  reference  to  the  ledger,  I find  that,  on 
the  17th  October  1832,  there  was  a sum  of  41I.  15  s.  paid  to  Dulau  foi  books,  and 
which  evidently  has  been  omitted,  by  mistake,  m taking  from  the  ledger  the 

amount  of  books.  , c i\,r  i o 

2390.  Will  you  give  me  the  gross  sum  expended  in  books  from  March  1831 

t0  239^ Now? the  Treasury  account  makes  it  803  l.  16  s.  ?— They  in  all  probability 

include  some  manuscripts,  or  some  transcripts,  or  freight. 

2392.  The  sums  composing  the  8o3h  16  s.  in  the  Treasury  account  are  all 
given  in  detail  here,  and  they  are  almost  all  of  them  payments  to  he  booksellers  for 
books  ; so  that  they  cannot  include  freight  or  transcripts  ?— If  I had  that  a»dc™- 
pared  it  with  my  own  analysis,  I dare  say  1 should  be  able  to  explain  the  Meiem 
of  20 1.  or  40 l.  that  there  may  be.  I have  already  stated  to  the  Committee  that 
the  last  time  I went  through  these  accounts,  about  a fortnight  ago,  I made 
books  come  to  less  than  I have  made  them  come  to  in  that  last  return  ; I make 
them  come  to  1,550/.,  and  I think  I have  returned  to  Parliament  1,570k 

2393.  Have  you  got  the  Agenda  that  contains  the  statement  of  the  accounts; 

1 2a2q4n°On  comparing  some  of  the  items  in  the  Agenda  with  some  of  the  items  ia 
the  Parliamentary  account,  I do  not  find  that  they  correspond  ; for  instance,  unde 
the  head  of  “miscellaneous  expenditure  for  the  two  years  1831  and  1832, 
they  amount  in  gross  to  3,091  k S and  I find  by  the  Parliamentary  returns  tbUk 
amount  in  gross  to  5,287  k,  making  a difference  of  upwards  of  2,000  k i can  J » 
throw  any  light  upon  that  discrepancy  ?-I  have  no  doubt  every  item  d 
Agenda  is  correct  to  this  period.  This  was  in  done  1832.  To  this  penod  the  ® 
counts  had  not  been  audited,  though  I had  received  a large  sum  of  money , and U ■ 
desirous  of  showing  to  the  board  that,  in  fact,  the  greater  part  of  it  as  soon 
reached  my  hands,  was  Spplied  in  large  payments  to  the  King  s printers,  01  ' ^ 

P.  Palgrave,  and  other  persons ; and  that  the  only  sums  I had  actually  to  acco 
for  were  the  sums  which  are  included  in  the  last  item  in  each  year ; ie 
were  payments  that  were  made  immediately  after  the  money  reached  me. 
only  desirous  of  showing  that  the  money  did  not  remain  in  my  hands, 
voluntary  statement  of  mine,  and  was  not  called  for  by  the  board.  ^ 

2395.  How  soon  after  you  were  secretary  did  you  ascertain  the  dews 

liabilities  of  tlie  commission  t— Not  for  a considerable  time.  , ,nSt 

2396.  When  you  did,  will  you  state  the  amount? — I should  say  1 na 
ascertained  the  total  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  until  a very  recent  penod.  „ 

2306*.  Will  you  state  the  amount  of  them  ?— ‘ The  debts  and  liabilities  ot  t 
commission  (including  of  course  the  unfinished  works,  &c.)  exceeded  2°^°7°  vVhat 
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2^97.  What  is  the  actual  amount  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  com- 
jjjjgs'jon  ? — In  the  return  made  to  Parliament,  in  January  last,  the  amount  is  stated 
to  be  25.019/.  8s.  2d. 

2398.  It  appears,  in  the  accounts  of  the  commission  of  June  27th  1831,  that  the 
sum  of  8,000  l.  was  said  to  be  due  ? — That  was  my  opinion  at  that  time.  It  has 
since  turned  out  that  the  debts  and  liabilities  (of  course  in  the  liabilities  I include 
the  expense  of  unfinished  works)  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain,  until  those  works 
were  completed.  The  8,000 1.  in  all  probability  applies  to  actual  debt,  exclusively 
of  liabilities. 

2309.  You,  in  consequence  of  that  report,  suspended  many  of  the  works’— 
Yes.  In  consequence  of  ascertaining  that,  we  suspended  the  works : but  when  it 
was  found  that  Lord  Althorp  was  unwilling  to  go  to  Parliament  to  pay  off  the  debts 
of  the  old  board,  we  thought  that  no  other  course  was  open  to  us,  except  the  course 
that  was  pursued  by  our  predecessors,  of  going  on  to  complete  the  works,  and 
upon  credit.  It  has  been  a system  of  credit  for  the  last  35  years. 

2400.  It  appears  that  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  commission  in  March 
1831  amounted  to  a sum  of  no  less  than  26,051  /.,  as  it  appears  by  a return  made 
to  Parliament,  and  signed  by  yourself  ? — In  February  last  the  amount  was  much 
more  correctly  ascertained,  than  it  could  have  been  at  any  previous  time,  for 
most  of  the  works  have  been  completed  which  had  been  commenced  by  the  old 
board ; but  I fear,  from  information  which  I have  received  within  the  last  few 


days,  it  will  turn  out  that  a further  claim  will  be  made  upon  the  board  in 
respect  of  the  operations  of  the.  old  board  in  Scotland,  which  is  not  included  in 
that  sum  of  26,000 1. 

2401.  To  what  extent? — I have  not  the  least  notion ; I do  not  know  that  such 
is  the  fact,  but  I am  inclined  to  suspect  it  will  so  turn  out. 

2402.  Mr.  Buller.']  You  state  here  in  the  return  to  Parliament  the  debts  and 
liabilities  of  the  old  commission,  which  have  been  discharged  by  the  present, 
as  amounting  to  20,364/.  14  s.  8 d. ; in  what  sense  do  you  use  the  words  “ debts 
and  liabilities”? — By  debts  I mean  monies  actually  due  to  the  King’s  printer  in 
Scotland,  to  the  King’s  printers  in  England,  to  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  to  Mr.  Caley, 
Mr.  Lemon,  and  other  persons.  By  liabilities,  I mean  the  necessity  imposed  upon 
the  present  commission  of  finishing  certain  volumes  which  were  in  the  press 
at  the  time  when  the  commission  issued,  and  which  were  left  in  an  unfinished 
state  by  the  old  board;  works  that  never  would  have  been  undertaken  by  the 
present  board. 

2403.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  board  in  managing  its  expenditure, 
to  take  into  account  those  liabilities  to  which  it  was  subjected  by  the  former 
commission,  and  as  that  was  expenditure  carried  on  under  its  authority,  that  the 
continuance  of  that  expenditure  is  one  for  which  it  was  responsible,  and  that  at  any 
rate  it  ought  not  to  have  undertaken  new  works  whilst  so  great  an  expense  was 
being  incurred  for  those  which  you  attribute  to  the  old  commission  ? — The  board, 
through  Lord  Brougham,  made  representations  in  the  proper  quarter  on  the  amount 
of  the  existing  debt. 

2404.  Did  the  commissioners  apply  for  payment  of  that  debt  ? — Lord  Brougham, 
i believe,  repeatedly  applied  for  payment  of  that  debt,  but  without  success. 

2405.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  answer  to  those  repeated  applications  was  a constant 
refusal  ? — I he  answer  was  a refusal. 

2406.  Do  you  think  that  the  board  was  justified  in  incurring  new  debts  without 
any  consideration  of  those  liabilities  imposed  upon  them  by  the  undertakings  of 
their  predecessors  ’—That  is  not  a fair  way  of  stating  the  matter ; the  board  merely 
continued  the  system  of  credit,  which  had  been  adopted  by  its  predecessors. 

2407.  I am  speaking-  of  ordering  new  hnnks  the 


2407.  I am  speaking  of  ordering  new  books,  the  necessity  of  finishing,  which, 
you  say,  was  imposed  on  you  by  the  acts  of  the  previous  commission,  the  old  works 
ia  went  on  under  the  superintendence  of  the  new  board,  and  the  necessity  of 
ompietmg  them  having  been  imposed  by  their  being  commenced  by  the  old 
tiZ  WI  appear  from  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  that  for  a considerable 
c , • , e progress  of  those  works  was  suspended.  The  progress  of  some  of  the 
Stan  S1  W°1  IS  ha-S  been  susPende(1  until  the  present  day  ; but,  under  all  the  circ 


s’, and  looking  at  the  system  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  old  board,  and 
1 reasury  would  not  enable  us  in  1831  and  1832  to  change,  we  thought 
sirable  after  that  interval  to  complete  the  works, 
of  "u  S tbe  Committee  t0  understand  that  in  the  items  of  debts  and  liabilities 
0 oo°  d coramission5  you  have  included  not  only  debts  incurred  by  the  com- 

'OO*  rj  n 9 mission . 
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mission,  but  every  charge  to  which  you  were  put  by  continuing  the  works  of  the 
old  commission? — Just  so. 

2409.  Can  you  tell  what  proportion  what  you  call  liabilities  bear  to  debts  in 
this  amount  of  20,000 1.  ? — I think  that  the  debts  were  about  two-thirds. 

2410.  On  27th  August  1831  I find  an  item, ee  paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  for  the 
reparation  of  the  public  records,  200  /. this  is  about  four  or  five  months  after  the 
formation  of  the  present  commission ; am  I to  understand  that  that  is  a debt  of  the 
old  commission  ? — I believe  that  that  was  an  actual  debt  of  the  former  commis- 
sioners. 

2411.  Work  done  in  their  time? — For  work  done  in  their  time.  But  I should 
state  that  I consider  all  the  payments  that  were  made  to  Mr.  Caley,  as  part  of 
the  liabilities  devolved  from  the  old  board. 

2412.  Why  do  you  consider  that? — Simply  from  the  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Caley  had  been  an  officer  of  the  old  board.  Mr.  Caley  has  never  been  replaced. 

2413.  In  distinguishing  between  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  present  commis- 
sioners on  its  own  authority  and  from  its  own  choice,  and  those  which  were  imposed 
upon  it  contrary  to  its  will  by  the  acts  of  the  previous  commission,  how  do  you 
consider  that  every  payment  to  Mr.  Caley  was  a payment  on  account  of  the  old 
commission,  Mr.  Caley  having  been  continued  in  the  employment  of  the  present 
board  ? — My  reason  for  classing  these  payments  with  the  liabilities  of  the  old 
board,  was  a knowledge  that  if  Mr.  Caley  had  not  been  in  the  employ  of  the  old 
board  for  upwards  of  30  years,  and  in  consequence  appointed  to  an  office  under 
the  new  board  at  its  first  meeting,  no  part  of  that  expense  would  ever  have  been 
incurred.  It  will  be  found  that  no  person  since  Mr.  Caley’s  death  has  been  appointed 
to  supply  his  place. 

2414.  Subsequent  to  that  date  of  August  1831  I find  various  payments  to  Mr. 
Caley  ; they  seem  generally  to  be  together  ; here  are  two  items  at  various  times 
for  bookbinders,  books  for  reparation  of  records.  Am  I to  understand  that  the 
reason  of  your  classing  these  bills,  all  of  which  seem  to  have  been  paid,  and  paid 
at  successive  intervals,  during  the  existing  of  the  present  commission,  among  the 
debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  commission,  is  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Caley  was 
an  officer  of  the  old  commission  whom  the  new  commission  found  on  its  hands?— 
All  these  operations  were  conducted  upon  the  system  adopted  by  Mr.  Caley  before 
the  present  commission  issued. 

2415.  You  consider  the  old  commission  morally  liable  for  every  payment  in- 
curred under  the  authority  of  the  commission  by  the  persons  who  had  formerly 
been  their  officers  ? — I doubt  very  much  whether  in  strictness  some  of  those  pay- 
ments to  Mr.  Caley  were  not  payments  for  debts  incurred  under  the  old  com- 
mission. 

2416.  Howr  can  that  be,  because  I find  constantly  the  same  class  of  items  recur- 
ring at  regular  periods  of  time,  as  if  for  similar  debts  incurred  in  the  intervening 
time  ? — 1 believe  they  are  mostly  incurred  for  work  done  by  the  old  commission ; in 
strictness  I think,  as  to  some  of  the  items,  it  may  be  questionable  whether  I ought 
to  have  classed  them  as  debts  of  the  old  commission,  or  as  liabilities ; but  the 
greater  part  of  them  I ought. 

241 7.  Here  a Mr.  Price’s  name  occurs  in  the  same  way  ?— That  was  a work  of 
the  old  board,  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  and  for  which  we  have  not  a farthing’s  value 
to  show. 

2418.  Now  here  is  an  item,  “paid  Mr.  Palgrave,  June  19th,  1832,  a sum  of 
1,302/.,”  subsequent  to  a payment  in-  the  previous  year  of  1,588/.? — That  was 
for  completing  the  volume  of  Parliamentary  Writs  ; that  was  a liability. 

2419.  Now  “ Mr.  Petrie,  on  account  of  collection  of  materials  for  the  History  of 
Britain”  ? — That  is  a work  of  the  old  board,  which  has  been  lately  suspended. 

2420.  Sept.  25th,  1833,  nearly  two  years  and  a half  after  the  formation  of  the 
new  commission,  “paid  A.  Owen,  esq.,  250  /.”? — That  was  a work  of  the  old  com- 
mission. Mr.  Owen  was  appointed  to  edit  the  Welsh  laws,  by  Mr.  Petrie. 

2421.  I find,  item,  “ 25th  September  1833,  paid  Mr.  Caley  1,000/.”? — Hiave 
already  stated  the  principle. 

2421*.  The  amount  seems  large? — It  is  two  years’ salary. 

2422.  You  reckon  Mr.  Caley’s  salary  one  of  the  liabilities  of  the  old  commis- 
sion ? — I considered  Mr.  Caley  as  an  incumbrance  on  the  new  board  ; and  the 
reason  of  these  small  sums,  (I  should  not  perhaps  say  small  sums,  they  are,  altoge- 
ther, considerable)  was  that  Mr.  Cayley  had  his  own  system,  with  which  the  present 
board  did  not  much  interfere,  for  lie  was  in  a very  bad  state  of  health. 

2423.  Now 
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2423.  Now  this  item  of  the  board-debts  of  the  old  board  still  unpaid,  4,654/.  Charles  P.  Cooper, 

There  are  several  items,  but  the  totalis  4,654  Z.  135.  6 d. ; point  me  out  one  single  fcsq. 

item  in  that  which  is  debt,  according  to  your  definition  ? — “ Remuneration  awarded  ; 

to  Mr.  Robert  Pitcairn,  for  services  performed  during  several  years  at  the  General  22  April '1836. 

Register-house,  Edinburgh,  700  Z.” 

2424.  That  appears  to  be  the  only  item  there  that  can  be  called  a debt  of  the  old 
commission  ? — Every  one  is.  I do  not  see  a single  one  which  I do  not  con- 
sider a liability  or  a debt : I say  I think  a considerable  portion  is  a debt,  because 
I cannot  believe  that  one  of  those  sums  of  money  for  printing  were  not  incurred 
four  or  five  years  ago  ; but  I am  not  quite  certain  without  referring  to  the 
King’s  printers.  National  History,  printing  and  paper,  980/.  195.,  I should  think 
that  is  as  far  back  as  1 831 ; then  there  is  the  Fcedera,  which  was  stopped  by  the 
present  board. 

r 2424*.  Has  the  present  board  printed  nothing  of  that  ? — Not  a sheet  of  it. 

2425.  How  came  that  particular  item  to  be  so  long  unpaid ; you  have  paid 
other  items  to  the  same  printers  in  the  interim  ? — The  mode  in  which  the  King’s 
printers’  bill  has  always  been  paid,  as  will  appear  from  the  volume  that  I have  here, 
was,  that  the  account  should  be  sent  in  when  the  work  was  finished  at  press ; 
for  instance,  the  first  King’s  printers’  bill  that  I turn  to  is  for  the  Abbreviatio 
Placitorum.  The  printing  of  that  work  began  in  August  1801,  the  bill  was  not 
sent  in  until  September  1811,  and  it  amounted  to  1,844/.  14  s.  6 d. 

2426.  I think  Mr.  Caley’s  salary  was  authorized  by  a vote  of  the  new  commis- 
sion ? — It  was.  He  received  500  guineas  under  the  old  board,  and  500/.  while  he 
lived  under  the  new  board  ; but  a few  days  before  his  death  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  salary  was  brought  before  the  board ; and  I recollect  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Llandaff  penned  an  order,  which  is  in  the  minutes,  but  which  order  was 
not  acted  upon  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Caley’s  death. 

2427.  The  present  state  of  the  debts  of  the  commission  then,  from  this  return 
of  the  actual  debts  of  the  old  commission  still  unpaid,  is  4,654/.  13  s.  6d.,  and  for 
actual  debts  of  the  present  commission,  16,168/.  os.  5 d.  ? — According  to  my  judg 
raent  that  is  a correct  statement.  Some  persons  may  consider  there  are  certain 
items  which  I have  classed  with  the  liabilities  of  the  old  board,  that  perhaps  may 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  new  board  ; but  in  my  judgement  Mr.  Caley,  and 
all  the  payments  connected  with  Mr.  Caley,  ought  to  "be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  old  board.  Some  persons  may  be  of  a different  opinion. 

2428.  The  commission  is  at  present,  as  far  as  you  know  for  certain,  20,823  /. 

13s.  10 d.  in  debt? — Rather  more ; since  that  time,  of  course,  the  debt  has 
increased  between  500  l.  and  1,000  /. 

2429.  Besides  that,  there  are  debts  of  which  you  do  not  know  the  amount, 
incurred  in  Scotland  by  the  old  commission,  and  which  the  present  commission  will 
have  to  pay? — I only  state  my  apprehension  that  such  may  turn  out  to  be  the 
case,  in  consequence  of  something  that  has  come  to  my  ears  within  the  last  few 
days : but  I may  be  wrong  in  this  apprehension. 

2430.  Under  the  head  of  liabilities,  how  much  do  you  reckon  as  arising  out  of 
the  employment  of  Mr.  Caley  by  the  new  commission  ? — Probably  nearly  3,000  /., 
including  his  salary  ; the  other  payments  made  to  Mr.  Caley  were  debts  actually 
due  at  the  time  when  the  new  commission  issued. 

2431.  Is  any  balance  now  due  from  the  commission  to  yourself?— To  myself 
and  the  bankers  much  is  due  ; but  I was  surprised  when  looking  at  Mr.  Protheroe’s 
evidence ; that,  though  he  is  an  auditor,  he  has  quite  forgotten  this.  He  cer- 
tified that  4,932/.  4s.  93  d.  was  due  to  me.  To  the  bankers  there  must  be  due 
between  8,000/.  and  9,000/. 

2432.  Is  that  an  advance  made  by  you,  or  is  it  an  advance  made  by  the  bankers, 
and  chargeable  with  interest  ? — It  is  an  advance  made  by  the  bankers,  almost  the 
whole  of  it ; I have  seldom  been  in  advance  to  the  board  more  than  400  /.  or  500  /. 

2433-  Do  the  bankers  charge  interest  at  four  yer  cent.  ? are  there  any  charges 
for  interest  in  any  account  ?— ' I here  are  charges  for  interest  in  this  account ; and, 
m the  last  return  to  Parliament,  you  will  find  a considerable  item  for  interest  to 
the  bankers,  money  due  to  the  bankers  and  secretary,  January  15th,  about  8,000  /. ; 

I suppose  it  is  about  9,000  /.  now. 

2434-  Is  there  anything  owing  to  yourself? — Yes,  on  account  of  advances 
made  to  the  board. . To  Christmas  there  is  400  /. ; so  long  as  my  clerk  has  got 
ees  in  hand,  he  goes  on  paying ; when  he  has  got  no  money  in  hand  of  course  he 
comes  to  me.  According  to  the  order  of  the  Committee  I now  produce  “ Copies, 

0,33*  d d 3 extracted 
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Charles  P.  Cooper , extracted  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Record  Board,  of  all  order 
ksq*  relative  to  printing,  transcribing  and  publishing  works,  with  the  dates  when  simi! 
a •.  o r orders  were  made.” 

pn  1 3 * . [The  Witness  delivered  in  a paper. \ 

Sir  R.  H.  Inglis  (a  Member  of  the  Committee)  delivered  in,  on  the  part  of 
Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  the  following  Statement  from  his  Lordship  in 
reference  to  question  and  answer  No.  2153. 


Lord  Brougham,  in  consequence  of  the  supposition  which  is  made  in  question  2kq 
that  he  had  not  read  the  correspondence,  and  which  is  not  distinctly  contradicted  by  the 
answers  to  that  and  the  following  questions,  begs  leave  to  state  that  the  supposition  is 
wholly  without  foundation.  He  had  carefully  read  the  whole  of  the  correspondence,  and 
every  paper  sent  to  him,  printed  as  well  as  written,  upon  the  subject ; and  he  held  in  his 
hand  the  one  containing  the  correspondence,  marked  by  him  when  he  perused  it,  and  with 
notes  upon  the  back,  indicating  the  pages  containing  the  material  passage.  He  referred  to 
several  of  these  papers  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  and  not  merely  to  one  letter  of  Mr 
Hardy;  and  he  begs  leave  to  add,  that  on  consulting  with  several  of  the  other  members  of 
the  commission,  he  found  that  all  of  those  members  had  made  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  contents  of  the  papers  circulated.  He  is  quite  certain  that  no  one  present  at  the  board 
expressed  the  least  wish  to  enter  into  a discussion  of  the  particulars,  further  than  as  some 
of  these  were  referred  to  in  the  preceding  debate,  and  that  no  one  made  any  objection  to 
the  course  pursued,  and  which  was  not  considered  as  pronouncing  any  censure  upon  any 
party  concerned,  but  merely  refusing  to  appoint  one  or  other  of  them  a sub-commissioner 
at  the  time  and  in  the  circumstances. 


Mercurii,  27°  die  Aprilis,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn. 

Mr.  Hawes.  | Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Sir  C.  Lemon.  [ Dr.  Bowring. 

MR.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Charles  Purton  Cooper , Esq.,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  SINCE  the  Committee  last  met  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
'S(p  evidence  of  Mr.  Hewlett  and  Mr.  Illingworth,  with  no  part  of  which  was 

27  April  1836.  * previously  acquainted  ; I have-  also  seen  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  with 

which  I was  also  equally  unacquainted,  except  as  to  a small  part  which  I 
happened  to  hear  whilst  waiting  for  the  recommencement  of  my  own  examination; 
the  Commissioners  too,  who  are  not  members  of  this  Committee,  have  also 
been  enabled  to  become  acquainted  with  the  charges  brought  against  themselves 
'and  the  secretary,  and  before  the  inquiry  closes  I shall  have,  both  on  their 
behalf  and  on  my  own,  to  rebut  that  part  of  the  testimony  adduced,  upon  which 
those  charges  rest.  Some  of  those  charges,  especially  as  regards  myself,  arise 
out  of  such  a misconception  of  facts  and  of  accounts,  so  simple  in  their  nature, 
and  so  little  likely  to  give  occasion  to  misconstruction  or  mistake,  that  I am 
quite  at  a loss  to  guess  how  they  could  ever  have  been  put  forward  by  any  gentle- 
man, however  moderately  versed  in  business  of  any  description;  and  I shall  have 
but  very  little  trouble  in  producing  documents  that  will  show  upon  what  a rotten 
basis  they  are  upheld.  There  is  some  other  evidence  (I  allude  to  that  of  Mr. 
Hewlett)  which  will  not  admit  of  quite  the  same  kind  of  answer  ; but  I shall  be 
able  to  show  that  what  that  gentleman  has  said  respecting  indexes  to  certain 
records,  and  the  inconvenience  arising  from  a want  of  them,  applies  to  a state  of 
things  which  has  now  ceased  to  exist,  and  that  such  an  arrangement  of  records  as 
he  has  thought  fit  to  make  the  subject  of  encomium  in  the  Augmentation  Office 
cannot  be  effected  except  by  the  deterioration,  and  I may  say  the  destruction,  of 
a great  part  of  the  records  themselves;  upon' these  topics  I trust  I shall  be 
allowed  to  enter  by-and-by.  At  present  I propose,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee,  to  make  a short  statement  on  the  subject  of  the  fees  in  the  principal 
offices,  with  the  view  of  showing  them  to  be  in  general  moderate.  In  many 
instances  it  will  be  found  that  the  principal  inconvenience  is  occasioned  from  the 
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small  yearly  amount  of  them,  which  prevents  the  officers  from  regularly  attending  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
at  the  repositories,  so  that  searches  cannot  always  be  made  when  parties  desire  it.  Esq. 

This  it  is  obvious  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  appointment  of  keepers  with  ade-  

quate  salaries.  In  two  only  of  the  Record  Offices  which  I am  about  to  enume-  27  April  1836. 
rate  do  the  keepers  receive  salaries  from  the  public  treasury. 

I will  begin  with  the  Chapter  House.  The  fees  in  this  office  were  not  inquired 
into  by  the  Eee  Commissioners,  but  they  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a letter  from  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  to  consider  of  the  establishment  necessary  to  assist  Sir  F.  Palgrave 
in  the  proper  execution  of  his  office  as  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House. 

Mr.  Williams  Wynn  was  a member  of  that  committee,  and  I believe  drew  up  the 
report.  The  committee  stated  that  they  saw  no  reason  to  recommend  any  alteration 
in  the  fees.  The  fees  are  as  follows  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

For  every  Search  in  Domesday  - - - - - - _ _ - _ 6 8 

For  Copies  of  Domesday,  for  each  line  - - - - - _ _ _ 4 

For  a Search  in  any  other  Record  - - - - - - _ -84 

For  Copies  of  all  Records  except  Domesday,  for  every  sheet  of  seventy-two 
words  i — 

For  the  examination  and  certifying  of  such  Copy  - - - - _ _ 2 - 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  year  1831,  was  84/.  12$.  Ad.,  but  the  amount  now 
is  less.  There  is  no  charge  made  for  searches  made  or  copies  taken  for  historical 
and  literary  purposes. 

In  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower  the  Fees  are  : 

For  every  Search,  the  time  (the  reign)  being  known  - - - 

Copies  per  folio 

For  taking  down  each  Record  and  the  inspection  or  reading  of  the  same, 
which  is  deducted  if  a Copy  of  such  Record  be  ordered  - 
For  examining  and  signing  each  Copy  of  a Record  - 

For  examining  a Copy  of  a Record  made  in  the  Office,  besides  the  search 
for  each  Brief  Sheet  - --  --  --  --  - 

For  re-examining  any  Copy  of  Chancery  Proceedings  made  in  the  Office, 
each  Chancery  folio  - 

For  every  Record  carried  out  of  the  Office  to  be  produced  in  either  House 
of  Parliament  - _______ 

These  are  the  fees  recommended  to  be  taken  by  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Duties,  Salaries  and  Emoluments  of  the  Officers  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  made  in  the  year  1816.  In  this  office  every  facility  is  given  to  histo- 
rians, antiquarians,  topographers  and  genealogists,  who  are  allowed  to  pursue 
their  investigations  without  payment  of  any  fees. 

In  the  Rolls’  Chapel  Record  Office  I will  give  a Table  of  the  Fees  taken  in 
1816,  and  those  recommended  to  be  taken  by  the  Fee  Commissioners. 


£.  s.  d. 
- 10  - 


-68 


FEES  RECOMMENDED  TO  BE 
ALLOWED. 


Taking  down  every  Roll  _ 

Taking  out  a Record  from  any  bundle  for  in-  \ 
spection  - - - - - _ 

Copy  of  all  Records  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Rolls  1 
for  every  seventy-two  words  - - - j ~ 

Every  Skin  exemplified,  including  6s.  8 d.  to  the  ) 
Master  of  the  Rolls  for  such  exemplification  - / 1 
Each  skin  to  be  sixteen  sheets,  each  sheet 


puted  at  ninety  words. 

Every  Cancellation,  including  6s.  Sd.  to  the  1 
Master  of  the  Rolls  - - - _ _ j - 


..icaici  ui  me  nous  - - - _ _ f 

Re-examination  of  every  Copy  written  out  of  1 
w 6 d ecort^s  R°bs>  every  seventy-two  L - 

Clerk’s  hand  to  each  Copy  - 
Attendance  with  every  Record  out  of  the  Rolls  ) 
oy  order  . - _ _ _ _ _ J-  J 


rEvery  sheet  con--. 1 
I taining  fifteen  lines 


j"  Each  ninety 
words 
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Mr.  Kipling,  the  late  keeper  of  the  Records  at  the  Rolls’  Chapel,  stated  ' 
return  to  Parliament,  that  he  had  generally  thought  it  right  to  allow  gratuit*1 3 
access  to  the  records  to  gentlemen  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  others  desir  US 
of  consulting  the  records  for  their  assistance  in  their  studies  ; and  also  to  oth°US 
who  appeared  to  him  to  be  engaged  in  useful  publications.  The  Committee  w'n 
observe  that  the  Fee  Commissioners  thought  the  fee  of  1 1.  1 s.  for  every  record  wh 
out  of  the  Tower  and  the  Rolls  Chapel  to  be  produced  in  evidence,  was  a rea  ^ 
able  fee  ; and  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  adopted  their  opinion.  A century  ago  ■*" 
the  time  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  the  fee  was  1 /.  * ’ 111 

In  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the  following  is  a Table  of  theseve  1 
fees  demanded  by  the  First  and  Second  Secondaries,  and  the  Sworn  and  S'H 
Clerks,  for  searches  and  copies  of  records. 

By  the  First  and  Second  Secondaries  : 

For  every  Search  in  the  ancient  Books  and  Documents  in  their  custody  - 
For  every  Extract,  not  less  than  - --  --  --  - 

For  a Copy  from  any  ancient  Book,  Document  or  Record,  per  folio  of 
seventy-eight  words,  if  anterior  to  the  Restoration  - - 

By  the  Sworn  and  Side  Clerks  : 

For  every  Search  for  a Record  at  Westminster,  6s.  8 d.,  or,  according  to  the 
time  occupied  in  such  search,  per  hour  ------ 

For  every  Search  in  the  Office  Books,  per  term  - 
For  every  Extract  from  an  ancient  Book  or  Document,  not  less  than 
For  Copies  of  all  Records  anterior  to  the  Restoration,  per  folio 
For  Copies  of  all  Latin  Records  subsequent  to  the  Restoration,  per  folio  - 
For  Copies  of  all  English  Records  subsequent  to  the  Restoration,  per 
folio  - 

No  complaints  have  ever  been  made  touching  these  fees.  The  Fee  Com- 
missioners, in  1822,  recommended  that  parties  should  be  at  liberty  to  take  copies 
of  such  parts  of  records  as  they  might  desire,  without  being  compelled  to  take 
copies  of  the  whole. 

In  the  late  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the  several  fees 
following  are  taken  for  each  search,  certificated  copy  or  attendance,  with  a record. 


The  Secondary  or  Sworn  Clerk  : I £.  s.  d. 

For  every  Search  - - - - - - - _ _ - . _ g j 

For  every  Copy,  per  folio,  containing  seventy-two  words  - - - - j - 1 4 

For  examining,  and  for  his  Certificate  of  the  correctness  of  a Copy  - - 6 8 

For  every  Attendance  with  a Record  ------  i_.. 

For  the  Bagman  : 

For  every  Search  when  made  in  the  Record-room  - - - - - 1 - 

For  every  Record  brought  from  the  Record-room  to  be  copied  - - - - 2 6 


The  total  amount  of  all  fees,  emoluments  and  perquisites  received  by  the 
secondaries  and  sworn  clerks  for  searches  and  office-copies  of  records,  for  the  year, 
1831,  was  about  43/. 

Under  the  Act  3 & 4 Will.  IV.  c.  99,  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  have  power  to  direct  the  fees  to  be  taken 
for  searches  and  copies  of  records  in  this  and  other  Exchequer  Offices  thereby 
abolished.  Their  Lordships  have  made  no  alterations  in  the  ancient  fees,  nor  does 
any  alteration  seem  requisite.  When  persons  have  resorted  to  these  records  for 
historical  information,  or  for  matters  of  curious  research,  the  sworn  clerks  have, 
of  their  own  discretion,  permitted  copies  or  extracts  tosbe  taken  without  fee.  In 
pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Fee  Commissioners,  parties  are  permitted, 
in  all  cases,  to  have  an  extract  from  a record  without  taking  a copy  of  the  whole,  and 
the  same  fee  is  taken  for  each  sheet  of  an  extract  as  for  each  sheet  of  a copy. 

In  the  late  Pipe  Office,  by  a table  of  fees, .made  out  in  pursuance  of  an  ad- 
dress of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  January  28th,  1715,  a fee  often  shillings 
is  allowed  on  each  search  if  the  rolls  were  at  Westminster;  but  since  the 
records  have  been  in  their  present  situation,  that  fee  has  been  reduced  to  six 
shillings  and  eight-pence  to  the  attorney,  and  two  shillings  and  sixpence  is  the 


£■  s.  d. 

~ 13  4 
- 6 8 

- 1 6 

£•  s.  d. 

- 6 8 

- 6 8 

- 1 6 

- 1 - 

- - 8 


Charles  P.  Cooper, 
Esq. 

27  April  1 836. 
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fee  to  the  bag-bearer  on  a single  roll,  brought  up  into  the  office  for  the  purpose  Charles  P.  Cooler, 
0f  a search;  but  when  several  are  brought  up  for  the  same  search  for  literary  Esq. 

purposes,  the  fees  are  reduced.  In  the  same  table  of  fees,  a small  fee  of  one ' 

shilling  and  four-pence  is  allowed  for  a search,  if  the  roll  happened  to  be  already  27  Apnl  l8s6- 
in  the  office,  and  eight-pence  per  folio  for  the  copy.  From  time  immemorial, 

Is.  4 d.  per  folio  has  been  received  for  copies  of  the  ancient  rolls;  and  for 
the  attendance  of  a sworn  clerk,  on  the  production  of  the  record  in  court,  one 
guinea.  If  more  than  one  record  be  produced,  a fee  of  two  guineas  a day  is 
required.  When  the  table  of  fees  was  made  out,  there  were  no  salaries  paid  by  the 
public  in  respect  of  these  records.  The  total  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  sworn 
officers  of  the  Pipe  Office,  for  searches  and  office-copies  of  ancient  records,  and  for 
attending  with  the  Great  Rolls  at  the  House  of  Lords,  for  the  year  1831,  was  less 
than  100/.  The  bag-bearer  also  received  about  38  /.  This  office  of  clerk  of  the 
Pipe  was  abolished  by  the  Act  of  3 & 4 Will.  IV.  c.  99  ; and  the  records 
belonging  to  it  have  been  transferred  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  depart- 
ment. The  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  seen 
to  occasion  to  vary  the  fees  for  searches  and  copies. 


In  the  Augmentation  Office,  the  following  Table  will  show  the  old  fees, 
and  those  approved  of  by  the  Fee  Commissioners  of  1822. 


Fees  taken : 


£. 


d. 


Fees  recommended  to  be  allowed: 


Search,  if  occupying  less  than  one 
hour  ------ 

One  hour  or  more,  not  exceeding 
threi 


If  exceeding  three  - - - 1 

Search,  occupying  more  than  one 
whole  day,  to  be  considered 
as  a separate  search  on  a suc- 
ceeding day. 

Copy  or  extract  from  any  record, 
if  not  exceeding  two  folios  of 
72  words,  each  - - - - 

If  exceeding  two  folios,  for  each 
folio  - - _ 

Figures  in  each  case  to  be 
reckoned  as  words  at  length 
would  express  them. 

Examining  or  re-examining  and 
signing  any  copy  required  to  be 
produced  in  evidence,  80  fojios 
or  under  - - - - _ 

Each  ten  folios  beyond  80  - - - 

Ditto  - 


- 11- 


Search,  not  less  than  8s.  8d.,  more 
according  to  time  and  trouble, 
but  not  exceeding  1 /.  is.  for  any 
search  on  one  day,  usually  - — 13 
Copy  or  extract  from  any  record, 
excepting  the  Parliamentary  sur- 
veys made  in  or  about  the  year 
1649,  per  folioof  72  words,figures 
being  reckoned  as  words  - - 1 

Copy  or  extract  from  3ny  of  the 
Parliamentary  surveys  made  in 
or  about  the  year  1649,  per  sheet, 
containing  four  folios  - - - 6 

Examining  or  re-examining  and 
signing  any  copy  to  be  produced 
in  evidence,  if  short,  viz.  con- 
taining less  than  60  or  80  folios  - 2 
If  about  such  length  or  upwards, 
but  not  containing  120  folios  - 6 
If  containing  120  folios  or  more  - - 13 
Attendance,  with  a record  or  re- 
cords, in  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
per  day  - - - - x i 

The  total  amount  of  fees  in  this  office,  from  April  1834  to  Christmas  1835, 
was  under  60/.  Learned  persons  engaged  in  worts  of  public  utility  are  permitted 
to  consult  the  records,  and  make  extracts  from  them,  without  fee. 

The  Fee  Commissioners  recommended  that  parties  should  be  permitted  to  hare' 
extracts  from  records  without  being  obliged  to  take  a copy  of  the  whole.  The 
tees  for  searches,  copies,  and  extracts,  in  this  office,  may  be  now  considered  as  sub- 
ject to  the  regulation  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  under  a clause  in  the  Act  above  cited.  I have  more  than  once 
in  the  course  of  this  examination  stated,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Lord  Atinger  that 
this  Act  gives  to  the  King's  Remembrancer  the  custody  of  the  records,  as  belong- 
ing to  an  office  thereby  virtually  abolished. 

The  foregoing  information  respecting  the  fees  for  searches  and  copies  in  the 
Chapter  House,  the  Tower,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office 
“1  Lcrcl  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the  Pipe  Office  and  the  Augmen- 
tation Office,  1 beg  leave  to  say  has  not  been  procured  for  the  present  occasion. 
Ile  Commissioners  called  for  it  four  years  ago.  The  whole  of  it,  and  many 
raier  particulars  upon  the  same  head  of  inquiry,  will  be  found  in  the  printed 
o ume  oi  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board,  of  which  it  occupies  between  fifty 
pages;.  and  the  same>  ^ is  apprehended,  abundantly  make  out  that, 
i s the  unremitting  exertions  of  the  board  were  directed  to  the  grand  scheme 
r a general  repository  on  the  site  of  the  Rolls’  estate,  and  for  a re-modelling 
°-33>  E E of 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  of  the  whole  system,  by  assigning  salaries  to  the  officers,  there  was  no  sufficienr 
E?9-  reason  for  proposing  any  separate  measure  relative  to  the  fees,  even  supposin 
' ” such  measure  could  have  been  executed  ; which,  with  the  existing  offices  and  with 

27  / pn  13.  ujjpajd  keepers,  it  is  manifest  could  not  have  been. 

24 35.  Chairman .]  Who  are  these  Fee  Commissioners  of  whom  you  speak  here- 
— I fully  described  them  in  a former  part  of  my  examination. 

2436.  Just  repeat  it,  in  order  to  make  this  intelligible  ? — The  Fee  Comm- 

sioners  were  appointed  in  the  year  1815,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  fees  nav  kp 
in  courts  of  justice  ; and  they  reported  upon  the  fees  that  ought  to  be  paid  f 
searches  and  copies  of  records.  ^ lor 

2437.  And  these  are  their  recommendations  ? — Their  reports  are  exceedin  1 
voluminous  : but  these  are  portions  of  their  reports,  or  rather  these  are  extra  t 
from  those  portions  which  relate  to  the  principal  record  offices. 

2438.  You  state  then  that  the  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Augmentati 
Office  which  Mr.  Hewlett  has  thought  fit  to  make  the  subject  of  encomium  can  °t 
be  effected  “ except  with  the  deterioration,  and  I may  say  the  destruction  of 
great  part  of  the  records  themselves?” — Upon  that  subject  I have  had  a ore! 
deal  of  conversation  with  persons  practically  conversant  with  records;  and  I a& 
convinced  that  what  is  called  a topographical  arrangement,  can  only  be  effect'd 
by  taking  the  records  to  pieces.  A roll,  in  general,  relates  to  various  manol 
situated  in  various  counties,  and  no  topographical  arrangement  can  be  effected 
except,  by  dividing  the  roll  into  different  parts.  Whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Cole  to  effect  a topographical  arrangement  in  that  way,  I am  ignorant  • but 
I certainly  have  been  very  much  astonished  within  the  last  fortnight  to  find  (for 
I was  not  aware  of  it  before)  that  he  has  been  so  imprudent  as  to”take  ministers’ 
accounts  to  pieces,  and  divide  them  into  separate  parts ; it  being  notorious  to  ever? 
one  acquainted  with  records,  that  such  a process  must  destroy  their  validity 
because  each  minister’s  account  has  a heading  and  a signature.  The  consequence 
therefore  must  be,  that  the  intermediate  parts,  the  parts  between  the  first  and 
the  last  part,  would  be  without  heading  and  without  signature,  and  therefore  of 
no  validity  whatever  as  records. 

2439.  How  Ionff  has  tliat  arrangement  been  going  on?— This  is  the  topoo-ra- 

phical  arrangement  of  which  Mr.  Cole  spoke,  I presume.  F 0 

2440.  This  is  an  arrangement  which,  I suppose,  has  been  going  on  for  some 
years  in  the  office  which  was  intrusted  to  your  especial  care  ? — No ; it  will  be 
found,  on  referring  to  a former  part  of  my  examination,  that  I have  ’stated,  my 
belief  that  very  little  change  has  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  records’.  3 

2441 . But  you  stated  in  your  former  examination,  that  you  considered  yourself 
responsible  for  the  arrangements  of  the  Augmentation  Office  ?— Certainly. 

2442.  During  a period  then  of  two  years,  this  mischievous  arrangement,  ending 
in  the  deterioration  and  destruction  of  the  records,  has  been  goino-  on  under  your 
superintendence?— I think  that  is  putting  the  case  more  strongly  than  anything 
which  I have  said  can  warrant.  I am  not  aware  that,  except  in  some  few  instances” 
the  records  have  been  taken  to  pieces. 

2443.  In  how  many  instances  do  you  suppose?— I have  seen  two  or  three  in- 
stances. 

2444.  What  instances  are  they  ? Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee?—They  are  some  of  the  ministers’  accounts;  Mr.  Allen,  one  of  the 
commissioners,  inspected  with  me  the  ministers’  accounts,  which  have  been  so 
taken  to  pieces. 

2445.  Mr.  Hawes .]  When  did  this  occur  ? — Within  the  last  fortnight. 

2446.  You  were  not  aware  of  that  before  ? — No. 

2447.  Was  there  not  a committee  appointed  in  1832  to  inquire  into  the  duties 
of  the  several  officers,  clerks,  and  others  having  the  care- of  records  ? — There  was 
a proposal  to  appoint  such' a committee. 

2448.  Was  not  a committee  actually  appointed  in  1832? — There  was  no  com- 
mittee appointed  which  had  any  duties  so  extensive  as  those. 

2441;.  Was  there  not  a committee  to  inquire  into  the  duties  of  the  several 
officers,  and  also  to  report  what  reforms,  alterations  and  amendments  might  he 
made  for  the  preservation  and  more  convenient  use  of  the  records  ?■— I have  stated 
on  a former  occasion  that  there  was  a proposal  at  the  board  to  appoint  such  a 
committee;  but  for  the  reasons  which  T have  stated  in  a former  part  of  my 
examination,  that  committee  was  never  appointed. 

2450.  Is 
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2450.  Is  it  not  so  entered  in  the  minute  book  of  the  Record  Commission  Charles  P:  Cooper, 
that  it  was  so  appitd? — No  one.  Esq. 

2451-  Will  you  produce  the  minute  book  ? — I have  it  not  here ; the  next  time  : 

I attend,  I will  bring  the  minute  book.  27  April  1836. 

2452.  Your  own  evidence  has  gone  to  show  that  a committee  was  not  only 
appointed  but  worked,  but  made  no  report? — (No  answer.) 

24.53.  Chairman.']  Did  not  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Petit  visit  the  Augmentation 
Office  ?— They  did. 

2454.  Did  they  not  write  a report  upon  it? — They  made  a short  report. 

2455.  Did  they  not  in  that  report  express  their  approbation  of  the  arrange- 
ment?— They  expressed  their  approbation  of  what  they  saw  going  on  at  the 
Augmentation  Office,  but  they  could  not  be  aware  that  any  of  the  rolls  had  been 
taken  to  pieces. 

2456.  Then  these  two  commissioners  have  been  expressing  their  approbation 
of  a mode  of  procedure  which  utterly  destroys  the  value  of  the  records  ? — It  is 
not  fair  to  state  that  as  the  “ mode  of  procedure,”  which  has  been  discovered  to 
have  been  done  in  only  two  or  three  instances. 

2457.  But  you  stated  it  first  to  the  committee,  this  was  a necessary  consequence  of 
Mr.  Cole’s  topographical  arrangement ; you  did  not  state  it  as  a matter  which  had 
occurred  only  in  one  or  two  cases,  but  as  a necessary  incident  ? — Mr.  Hewlett  has 
recommended  a topographical  arrangement  of  the  records ; but  I think  it  will  be 
seen,  from  his  own  evidence,  that  he  does  not  consider  that  a topographical 
arrangement  can  be  carried  on  to  a great  extent.  I have  myself  stated,  in  a 
former  part  of  my  examination,  that  there  has  been  very  little  change,  in  my 
apprehension,  in  the  arrangement ; and  I give  this  as  the  reason  why  I think  the 
arrangement  that  has  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Cole  could  not  be  carried  into  effect. 

I know  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  persons  who  are  more  conversant  with  the 
nature  of  records  than  I am 


2458.  Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  state  to  the  committee  that  in  this  instance 
of  the  minister’s  accounts,  the  separation  was  made  with  regard  to  the  topogra- 
phical arrangement  ? — I am  not  aware  that  it  was. 

2459-  Then  it  seems  to  me  your  statement  is  no  answer  to  Mr.  Hewlett’s 
encomiums ; but  it  merely  points  out  one  or  two  errors  made  by  Mr.  Cole,  which 
he  might  have  made  if  this  principle  of  arrangement  had  been  the  best  possible? 
—No,  Mr.  Hewlett  recommends  the  topographical  arrangement ; which,  in  my 
opinion,  cannot  be  fully  effected  without  the  destruction  of  the  records. 

2460.  But  the  instances  you  mentioned  can  hardly  be  corroboratory  of  your  opi- 
nion, inasmuch  as  you  say  you  do  not  know  whether  this  particular  separation 
was  caused  by  a topographical  arrangement  or  not?— No,  my  statement  is  this, 
that  m those  instances,  in  order  to  effect  the  topographical  arrangement,  the  roll 
must  be  divided  into  counties. 


2461.  Was  it  so  in  this  instance?-  It  was  divided  into  counties. 

2462.  And  that  was  the  cause  of  the  separation  of  which  you  complain  ? I do 

not  know  whether  that  was  or  not  the  motive  with  which  Mr.  Cole  had  sepa- 
rated the  membranes ; whatever  was  the  motive  it  was  an  erroneous  one,  be- 
cause it  destroyed  the  validity  of  the  record. 

i?46%  ^ “0tiJe  must  be  Perfectly  obvious,  if  they  are  classified  topographi- 
cally; the  desire  of  a topographical  arrangement  appears  the  only  motive  possible 
for  a separation  r-Mr.  Cole  will  best  be  able  to  answerthat  question.  A topogra! 
phical  arrangement  of  the  mam  bulk  of  the  records  cannot  be  effected  without 
laKing  them  to  pieces. 

allnft,Mr'iJa“']  WaS  tllere  n0t  a minute  similar  t0  that  which  you  have 
appomtmg  a committee,  made  in  the  year  1831,  if  not  in  the  year 
committee  ° 5?mmlt^eo  was  appointed;  there  was  only  a proposal  to  appoint  a 
committee.  If  you  refer  to  the  questions  which  you  yourself  put  to  me  upon 

* 2^  W°CCTn’  y0U  Win  find  that  tley  "’ere  confined  to  the  proposal.  P 
of  the  b"  l inquiries  ordered  to  be  made  under  the  minute 

ot  the  board  of  the  2°th  of  JMay  183!  ?-Upon  what  subjects  ? 

care  and  mSX"?  “ “‘n  fe5eS  °fJhe  SCTeral  officere>  cleAs-  l>a™g  *0 
but  the  ornnm’t/  ° records’  &c: - “That  was  to  be  tbe  object  of  the  committee, 
ut  me  committee  was  not  appointed. 

tion^iad  J!lnr*in0Qn*?( °Sc  TinqUi1rieS  continued  by  another  minute  and  representa- 
0 ,‘h  ?f  Jur,e  3832  tllink  m“s‘  be  Ending  merely  to  the' 
cular  questions  which  were  addressed  to  the  different  officers. 

■ E E 2 2468.  But 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  2468.  But  still  it  is  to  be  considered  as  an  inquiry  specially  ordered  by  the 

Esq-  board? — The  circular  questions  which  have  been  mentioned  on  former  occasions 

' “ were  directed  to  be  sent  in  the  year  1831  to  certain  of  the  principal  officers ; and 
27  April  1836.  j tkink}  as  yOU  now  mention,  similar  questions  were  ordered  afterward  to  be 
sent  generally  to  all  the  record  offices  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

2469.  Now  the  Augmentation  Office  is  especially  under  your  own  immediate 
superintendence  ? — It  was  not  at  that  period. 

2470.  But  it  has  been  subsequently? — The  Augmentation  Office,  from  the 
time  of  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  in  the  spring  of  1834,  down  to  December  last,  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  board. 

2471.  That  is  to  say,  was  more  especially  under  your  care  and  super- 
intendence ? — Certainly,  as  secretary  to  the  board. 

2471*.  But  it  was  more  under  your  special  superintendence? — As  secretary 
to  the  board. 

2472.  Have  you  not  also  stated  to  the  committee  that  you  considered  yourself 
responsible  for  Mr.  Cole’s  correct  performance  of  his  duties  ? — I did,  certainly. 

2473.  And  now,  then,  how  does  it  happen  that  Mr.  Cole  was  allowed  to  do 
what  actually  destroyed  the  records  ? — I was  not  at  all  aware  of  it  till  within 
the  last  fortnight,  or  I should  have  put  a stop  to  it ; nor  was  I aware  till 
yesterday  that  Mr.  Cole — (much  as  has  been  said  against  Mr.  Caley  taking 
records  home  to  his  own  house) — I was  not  aware  till  yesterday,  that  Mr.  Cole  has 
himself  taken  the  records  bound  in  books  to  his  own  lodgings. 

2474.  Have  there  been  no  small  items  charged  in  the  account  for  the  porterage 
of  these  identical  records? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

2475.  But  you  are  aware  of  all  the  items  that  are  paid,  I suppose,  for  the  mere 
expenses  of  the  commission  ? — All  the  expenses  in  the  Augmentation  Office  have 
been  paid  on  written  orders  or  certificates  of  Mr.  Cole,  as  far  as  I recollect ; the 
workmen’s  wages,  the  binders’  bills,  and  all  small  expenses  have  been  paid  in 
pursuance  of  such  written  orders. 

2476.  Were  any  volumes  allowed  to  be  taken  home  by  the  commission  for  any 
purpose? — I have  not  the  slightest  recollection  of  allowing  any  thing  of  that 
kind;  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Cole  has  repeatedly  represented  to  me  the  impropriety 
of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  officers  being  allowed  to  carry  the  records  home  to 
their  houses. 

2477.  But  no  application  has  ever  been  made  to  you  for  permission  take  to 
home  the  records  for  some  special  purpose? — Not  that  I recollect.  I believe  that 
in  other  record  offices  there  are  instances  of  records  having  occasionally  been 
taken  home,  and  I think  it  is  likely  that,  if  an  application  had  been  made  to  me 
for  a special  purpose,  it  might  have  been  granted ; but  still  I was  not  aware  that, 
generally  speaking,  Mr.  Cole  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  bound  records  home. 
It  will  be  found,  in  most  of  the  offices  that,  occasionally  and  under  special 
circumstances,  a record  is  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  office,  as  at  present  records 
are  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  Chapter  House  to  be  bound.  I should  have  allowed 
any  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  to  go  out  for  such  a pur- 
pose, under  Mr.  Cole’s  direction.  The  information  that  I have  received  is  a 
written  statement  from  Mr.  Charles  Gay,  relative  to  Mr.  Cole’s  habit  of  taking 
bound  records  home  to  his  own  house.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Charles  Gay 
remonstrated  against  taking  them. 

2478.  Have  you  made  inquiry  whether  there  is  any  further  destruction  going 
on  to  your  knowledge  since  the  fact  came  to  your  knowledge  about  Mr.  Cole?— 
Mr.  Charles  Gay  has  stated  to  me  that  he  repeatedly  represented  to  Mr. 
Cole  the  impropriety  of  taking  these  records  to  pieces ; and  certainly  since  Mr. 
Cole  left,  no  record  has  been  taken  to  pieces.  Those  which  had  been  taken 
to  pieces  were  examined  by  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Adlington  and  myself, 
and  we  all  agreed  that  in  fact  it  was  a destruction  of  the  records,  qua  records; 
I think  it  was  an  error  in  judgement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cole ; I have  no  doubt  he 
did  it  with  a good  motive,  he  thought  it  more  Convenient  to  consult  the  records 
in  that  way  ; any  body  else  might  have  done  the  same  thing.  1 beg  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  making  any  charge  against  Mr.  Cole  whatever,  I think  any  body  else 
might  have  committed  the  same  error ; I mention  this  as  a reason  why  1 dissen 
from  Mr.  Hewlett’s  argument. 

2479.  Chairman.']  It  appears  to  me  the  charge  you  are  making  is  a charg 
against  yourself,  because  you  stated  in  your  returns  to  Parliament,  and  you  state 
to  the  Committee,  that  you  were  responsible  for  Mr.  Cole’s  correct  performance  0^ 
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the  duty,  and  that  he  was  doing  those  things  under  your  superintendence  ? — 
T do  not  shrink  from  any  responsibility  of  that  sort.  If  clerks  or  persons  in  my 
employ  have  done  any  thing  wrong,  of  course  the  responsibility  rests  with  the 

^2480.  In  answer  to  a question  of  mine  in  an  early  portion  of  the  evidence, 
in  which  I stated  that  Mr.  Cole  might  have  arranged  them  anyhow  for 
any  control  you  had  over  him,  you  say,  “Yes,  he  might  possibly  have 
adopted  a very  bad  plan,  and  I should  not  have  discovered  it,  but  it  is  not 
likely  the  public  service  would  have  received  any  injury  of  this  kind,  as  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  communicating  from  time  to  time  with  different 
persons  who  had  access  to  the  office  for  literary  and  legal  purposes,  and 
■who  were  much  more  capable  than  myself  of  judging  of  the  merits  or  the 
defects  of  Mr.  Cole’s  operations.”  In  spite,  however,  of  this  habit  of  yours,  of 
communicating  with  these  competent  judges  who  had  access  to  the  office,  it 
appears  Mr.  Cole  has  been  committing  great  errors  in  the  arrangement? — I 
should  say  that  what  has  recently  happened  fully  proves  the  truth  of  what  I have 
stated.  Communications  have  come  to  me  from  gentlemen  who  have  had 
occasion  to  inspect  those  records  for  legal  purposes,  and  who  found  that  the  mem- 
branes were  separated ; and  I feel  convinced  that  this  separation  has  taken  place 
quite  at  a recent  period.  I think  the  instance  which  has  now  occurred  fully 
proves  the  truth  of  that. 

2481.  At  what  period? — I cannot  tell  without  putting  the  question  to  Mr.  Gay; 
but  it  must  have  been  all  since  the  Fire. 

2482.  You  then  go  on  to  state  in  answer  to  the  question,  “ all  such  persons  as 
I have  spoken  to  upon  the  subject  express  their  approbation  of  Mr.  Cole’s  mode  of 
proceeding.”  Was  that  the  case  up  to  the  time  when  you  gave  your  evidence? — 
Yes,  decidedly  so. 

2483.  It  appears  then  no  fault  had  been  found  with  Mr.  Cole’s  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding up  to  that  period? — None  whatever. 

2484.  And  you  have  discovered  these  defects  in  his  proceeding  merely  since  the 
institution  of  the  committee  ? — I have  discovered  them  within  the  last  fortnight ; 
I do  not  bring  them  as  charges  against  Mr.  Cole. 

2485.  You  say  they  were  discovered  by  gentlemen  of  legal  research  ? — By 
Mr.  Grimaldi  and  Mr.  Charles  Devon. 

2486.  Now,  will  you  undertake  to  say  that  the  separation  of  these  ministers’ 
accounts  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for  their  preservation  ? — Most  undoubtedly 
it  was  not ; I have  inspected  the  roll  myself. 

2487.  Will  you  undertake  to  say  that  the  parts  separated  had  any  connexion 
whatever  with  each  other  ? — I will ; the  heading  applies  to  the  whole  of  the  roll, 
and  the  signature  to  the  whole  of  the  roll  which  precedes  it. 

2488.  Do  you  mean  that  two  portions  are  respectively  deprived  of  the  value 
which  they  would  have  in  courts  of  law  from  the  heading  and  the  signature  ? — 
I mean  that,  if  an  office-copy  is  required  for  legal  evidence  of  any  portion  of 
that  roll,  the  heading  is  a necessary  part,  and,  generally  speaking,  the  signature 
is  also  required. 

2489.  Now,  as  you  have  given  us  a very  specific  instance,  perhaps  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  tell  the  Committee  the  heading  of  the  roll? — I cannot 
tell  that. 

2490.  Can  you  get  it  for  us  ? — Yes. 

2491.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee? — Yes,  the  heading  and  the 
■signature. 

2492.  You  stated,  the  last  time  you  were  examined,  a division  between  the 
debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  commission ; now,  would  you  have  the  goodness  to 
tell  me,  with  regard  to  those  articles  which  I have  classed  under  the  head  of 
liabilities,  whether  you  think  that  any  portion  of  them  ought  to  be  classed  under 
the  head  of  debts  of  the  old  commission,  taking  the  distinction  which  you  made 
last  time  between  debts  and  liabilities;  the  Inquisitions  post  mortem,  the  Chancery 
Proceedings,  the  6th  volume  of  Valor  Ecclesiasticus, — stop  me  at  any  one  which 
you  consider  a debt  and  not  a liability? — With  regard  to  all  those,  you  find  them 
■mentioned  in  the  King’s  printers’  bills. 

2493-  No,  they  are  separate  from  the  King’s  printers’  bills  ? — If  you  mean  the 
expenses  subsequently  incurred  on  them,  they  are  liabilities. 

2494.  Then  I will  go  on  till  you  stop  me.  Fcedera,  volume  4 ; Parliamentary 
Writs,  volume  2 ; Duchy  of  Lancaster,  National  Historians,  Palmer  at  the  Rolls? 
—That  must  come  out.  The  sum  was  actually  due  in  March  1831. 

0-33'  e e 3 2495.  Frederick 


Charles  P.  Cooper , 
Esq. 


27  April  1836. 
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Charles  P.  Cooper  2495.  Frederick  Devon,  Foedera? — That  is  a debt  too. 

' S(1'  249^-  Minchin  and  William  Hardy  ? — Mr.  Minchin’s  is  a debt : Mr  Will; 

— Hardy’s  is  a liability.  Wllllatn 

P1  * 2497-  Lemon  for  Fcedera? — That  was  a debt;  you  will  find,  by  the  printpH 

return,  the  distinction  made  in  all  cases.  a 

2498.  Now,  here  are  two  bills  of  Roworth?— Those  bills  are  under  the  nP 
commission. 


2499.  why  have  you  put  that  amongst  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  4 
old  in  your  last  return  ? — These  are  liabilities ; they  are  bills  for  reports  UDoe 
the  Chancery  Calendars  and  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  and  upon  Mr.  Pitcairn’*1 
cases,  both  of  which  were  claims  of  the  old  board.  Mr,  Bailey  claimed  a verv 
large  amount,  and  Mr.  Pitcairn  claimed  to  a large  amount.  The  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  stated  upon  a former  occasion,  to  consider  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Bailey,  and  disallowed  his  claim  to  the  amount  of  many  hundred  pounds 
Mr.  P.  made  a claim;  Lord  Canterbury  was  chairman  of  the  committee  as 
I stated,  I believe,  on  a former  occasion,  and  his  claim  to  the  amount  of  700/ 
was  allowed  : it  was  made  in  respect  of  the  Scottish  transactions  of  the  old  board' 
and  therefore  I have  considered  that  the  reports  which  were  printed  respecting 
this  claim  were  the  liabilities  of  the  old  board. 

2500.  How  do  you  call  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  second  year’s  payment  of  1,302/ 
a liability  of  the  old  board  ? — Because  it  was  entirely  incurred  in  respect  of  the 
Parliamentary  Writs. 

2501.  The  “ National  Historians”  the  same? — The  “ National  Historians,” yOU 
are  aware,  is  not  even  a work  of  the  old  board ; it  is  placed  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  by  a distinct  authority. 

2502.  Then  why  do  you  call  that  a liability  of  the  old  board  ?— The  work 
was  commenced  under  the  direction  of  the  old  board;  the  first  volume  was 
incomplete  in  March  1831,  and  still  is  incomplete. 

2503.  Now,  here  is  an  index  by  Mr.  Cox  ?— That  was  a debt  of  the  old  board  ; 
Mr.  Caley  authorized  Mr.  Cox  to  prepare  that  index,  and  it  has  been  completed 
and  paid  for.  I think  it  was  Mr.  Cole  who  discovered  that  the  index  had  been 
made,  and  upon  whose  advice  I paid  for  it.  There  were  two  copies  ; one  was 
deposited  in  the  British  Museum,  and  I believe  the  other  is  in  the  Augmentation 
Office. 

2504.  Now  here  is  Mr.  Hodgson  at  the  Tower  in  1832.  It  is  not  a large  item? 
— I do  not  remember  that  item. 

2505.  Is  that  not  Mr.  Hardy’s  claim? — I think  not;  certainly  not ; I cannot 
tell  what  that  payment  is. 

2506.  “ Bailey  at  the  Tower?” — That  was  a debt  of  the  old  board  in  respect 
of  the  Calendar  of  Chancery  Proceedings. 

2507.  How  came  it  to  be  paid  at  the  period  at  which  it  was,  then  the  17th  of 
August  1832  ? Mr.  Bailey  had  made  claims  upon  the  board  to  a very  large 
amount,  and  by  a special  order  of  the  board  I was  authorized  to  pay  the  sum 
of  150/.  in  respect  of  those  claims;  the  whole  debt  was  a debt  of  the  old  board. 

2508.  Now,  according  to  this,  it  would  appear  that  the  actual  debts  amounted 
to  about  14,000/.  and  odd,  the  liabilities  to  10,000 /.  and  odd?— I think  it  wilj 
be  found  that  the  debts  were  between  15,000/.  and  16,000  /.,  and  that  the  restwas 
composed  of  the  liabilities : but  it  is  possible  that  your  calculation  may  be  wrong. 

2509.  Fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  to  sixteen  thousand  pounds 
and  odd.  Then  separating  liabilities  from  debts,  you  started  with  a debt  of 
between  14,000/.  and  16,000/. ; about  that? — About  that  amount  of  actual  debts. 

2510.  Mr.  Hawes. ] When  was  that  ascertained? — Not  until  some  time  after 
March  1831. 

2511.  Chairman .]  Now,  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Thomson,  you  say  the  debt  is 
nearly  liquidated;  you  seem  to  have  thought  the -debt  was  nearly  liquidated?— 
A considerable  portion  of  the  debt  was  liquidated  soon  after  the  commission 
issued ; but  it  afterward  turned  out  there  were  other  bills  of  the  King’s  printers 
to  a large  amount,  not  because  they  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  in  their  bills  till 
a work  was  completed  ; and  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  second  year  I paid  to  the 
King’s  printers  on  account  the  sum  of  4,250/.  in  respect  of  those  bills. 

2512.  Mr.  Hawes.']  Is  that  returned  in  the  Parliamentary  return?- — You  will 
find  that  in  the  return  made  to  Parliament  in  December  1833,  the  sum  of 
4,250/.  is  mentioned  as  having  been  paid  to  the  King’s  printers  in  the  year 
beginning  March  1832,  and  ending  March  1833. 

2513.  Have 
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251 3.  Have  you  the  return  there  to  refer  to  ?— At  page  5 it  is  stated  that 
the  "whole  of  this  sum  was  due  from  the  old  commission ; the  actual  amount  of 
the  bill  was  4,250 /. 

25x4.  And  that  was  actually  paid  by  the  commission  and  not  by  the  Treasury? 
—Actually  paid  by  the  commission.  It  was  only  the  first  year  in  which  the 
Treasury  paid  the  King’s  printers’  bills  for  England  and  Scotland  : subsequently 
the  whole  grant  has  been  received  by  myself,  and  the  King’s  printers’  bills  in 
Eno-land  have  been  paid  by  me. 

2515.  How  did  you  get  the  items  if  you  did  not  pay  the  bills  yourself;  how 
did  you  get  the  items  charged  in  the  account  presented  to  Parliament  ? — Having 
only  received  the  balance,  and  the  Parliamentary  grant  having  been  10,500/., 
I made  the  following  entry  in  what  is  called  the  Ledger : — “ Note,  the  King’s 
printers’  bill  for  England,  to  March  1831,  was  3,639/.  16,?.  7 cL,  of  which 
710/.  2s.  9d.  had  been  paid  on  account,  leaving  a balance  of  2,929/.  13a-.  10  d. 
The  King’s  printers’  bill  for  Scotland  to  Christmas  1830  was  1,031/.  14  a. 
The  above  two  sums  were  paid  by  the  Treasury,  and  deducted  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary grant  (10,500  /.,)  so  that  the  Secretary  received  only  this  sum  of 
6,538  /.  12  a.  2 d These  sums,  added  together,  make  the  total  of  10,500/.,  the 
amount  of  the  Parliamentary  grant.  I presume  that,  when  I caused  this  entry  to 
be  made  in  the  ledger,  I must  have  learnt  the  facts  at  the  Treasury,  or  from  Messrs. 
Eyre  and  Spottiswood. 

2516.  In  the  Return  to  the  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  5th  February 
1836,  for  a copy  of  the  account  for  . the  years  1830,  1831  and  1832,  there  is  a sum 
of  3,639/.  10a.  Id.  which  was  paid  as  certified  by  Mr.  Caley  the  4th  March  1831 ; 
have  you  any  account  of  that ; I only  ask  whether  you  have  any  account  of  that 
at  all  in  the  books?— Yes,  that  appears  to  be  the  sum  which  was  due  to  the 
King’s  printers  in  March  1831,  and  of  which  they  had  received,  according  to 
the  note  which  I now  read  from  my  ledger,  the  sum  of  710/.  2 a.  9d.,  leaving  a 
balance  of  2,929/.  13a.  10 d.,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  printed  return. 

2517.  Then  that  is  the  sum,  in  point  of  fact,  which  was  paid  out  of  the  sum  of 
10,500/.  ?— That  is  the  sum  of  2,929/.  13a.  10</.  which  was  paid  out  of  the 
10,500/.  It  appears  from  this  note  that  I must  have  had  the  information  from 
the  Treasury  that  the  King’s  printers  had  previously  received  a sum  of  710/.  2 a.  9d., 
making  the  sum  which  you  have  mentioned. 

2518.  Chairman.']  Deducting  the  liabilities  from  the  debts  of  the  old  com- 
mission, it  would  appear  you  have  paid  about  15,000/.  of  the  debts  of  the  old 
commission,  and  4,654/.  are  still  unpaid  ?— But  we  have  paid  a portion  of 
the  liabilities  of  the  old  commission. 


2519.  1 do  not  include  liabilities  ; I am  now  confining  myself  to  actual  debts  ? 
—The  sum  of  4,654/.  13  a.  6 d.  includes  both  debts  and  liabilities. 

2520.  Can  you  distinguish  the  liabilities  from  the  debts  : they  are  not  very 

numei  ous?— Some  portion  of  the  King’s  printers’  bills  for  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus 
the  Fcedera,  the  National  Historians,  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  the  Calendar 
of  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  but  the  700/.  paid  to  Mr.  Pitcairn 
I conceive  to  be  a debt  from  the  old  commission,  and  of  which  we  paid  nothing- 
till  December  1834,  when  he  made  his  claim.  There  is  the  Fcedera  but  a 
small  sum ; that  I believe  was  a debt.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  other  work 
performed  by  the  King’s  printers  was  subsequent  to  the  issuino-  0f  the  com- 
mission, but  I will  refer  to  their  bill  and  see  that ; I think  most  of  it  was  liability 
lhe  National  Historians  of  course  I cannot  consider  either  as  a debt  or  liability 
strictly  speaking,  under  the  commission;  that  was  done  in  pursuance  of  a sepa- 
rate Order  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I ought  to  take  this  opportunity  of  statino- 
that  since  l was  last  here  I have  seen  Mr.  Thomson  of  Edinburgh,  and  there  is 
aifl!a  1 dueJ;0  the  King’s  printers  in  Scotland  for  work  done  under  the 

old  board ; and  Mr.  Thomson  has  stated  to  me  that  he  makes  no  claim  against  the 
board  m respect  of  his  proceedings  since  June  1831,  but  there  would  be  about  a 
quarter  s salary  due  from  March  to  June  1831,  when  his  proceedings  were 


H nnn  / ? W?uld  aPP.ear  then>  tliat  of  actual  debts  of  the  old  commission,  about 
wii  ha% been  paid  by  the  present  commission,  and  about  700/.  or  800/. 

is  still  unpaid?— Of  actual  debt,  exclusive  of  liabilities. 

2^,2.2'  ^ . amount  of  actual  debts  and  liabilities  which  you  have  given  in  which 
Dprl  h /rom  ^ie  board,  and  therefore  would  be  more  pro- 

P iy  Headed  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  new  commission,  amounts  to  16,168/.  ?— 
'33‘  e e 4 Just 


Charles  P.  Cooper, 

Esq. 


27  April  1 836. 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  Just  so.  In  the  abstract  from  papers  sent  by  me  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Esq.  Treasury  in  January  last,  it  is  stated  that  the  amount  of  the  present  debts  and 
liabilities  of  the  new  board  is  16, 168  Os.  5 d. 

•27  April  1836.  2523.  Now,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  is  a single  item  in  that  list  of 

actual  debt  and  liabilities  which,  according  to  your  division  of  debts  and  liabilities, 
would  come  under  the  head  of  liabilities ; if  there  are  any,  will  you  have  the  good- 
ness to  point  them  out? — No  ; those  are  all  debts. 

2524.  It  would  appear  that  you  have  paid  off  of  actual  debt  about  15,000/., 
that  you  have  incurred  of  actual  debt  about  16,000/.?-  I think  there  is  about 
the  same  amount ; there  is  not  a great  deal  of  difference  either  way. 

2525.  In  addition  to  these,  under  the  head  of  liabilities  of  the  old  board,  which  I 
should  class  as  debts  of  the  new  commission,  there  is  nearly  4,000  /.,  that  is  deducting 
those  items  which  you  mentioned  ? — I think  according  to  my  estimate,  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  old  board  would  come  to  about  10,000/. 

2526.  I do  not  mean  the  liabilities  which  you  have  paid,  but  the  liabilities  still 
subsisting? — The  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  board  still  subsisting. 

2527.  I want  to  distinguish  debts  from  liabilities? — The  debt  of  the  old 
commission  still  subsisting  is  4,654/.  135.  6d. 

2528.  I should  say  out  of  those  the  liabilities  amount  to  3,900/.  i Just  about 
that,  exclusively  of  the  Fcedera. 

2529.  Taking  the  actual  debt  which  you  have  stated  as  incurred  by  the  new 
board,  and  adding  to  it  the  debt  which  you  have  incurred  under  liabilities  of  the 
old  board,  that  is,  for  works  commenced  under  the  old  board,  but  carried  on  and 
completed  by  the  new  board,  classing  those  as  additional  debts  incurred  by  the 
present  commission,  you  have  incurred  a debt  of  more  than  20,000  /.,  while  you 
have  paid  off  old  actual  debts  of  about  15,000/.  or  16,000/.?  If  you  include 
the  liabilities  of  the  old  board  which  have  been  discharged  by  the  new  board. 

2530.  No;  I throw  out  those  which  have  been  discharged? — The  committee 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  funds  which  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
present  commission  are  much  smaller  than  the  funds  which  were  at  the  disposal 
of  the  former  commission  ; we  have  never  received  more  than  10,500/.,  and  in  one 
year  we  received  only  8,000/.  It  will  be  found  that  in  the  very  year  preced- 
ing the  issuing  of  this  commission,  the  former  commission  received  upwards  of 
14,000  /.;  besides  owing  the  very  large  debt  which  I have  mentioned. 

2531.  Taking  the  five  years  which  your  commission  has  been  in  existence,  has 
not  the  average  receipt  of  the  five  years  been  as  large  as  the  average  receipt  of  the 
five  years  before  ? — Certainly  not : I will  give  the  average  in  my  evidence. 

I have  got  from  the  King’s  printers  copies  of  all  their  bills ; and,  having  copies  of 
their  bills  and  of  the  Treasury  warrants,  I can  give  that  information  to  the  committee. 

2532.  Now,  did  you  not  understand  when  the  money  was  first  granted,  that  it 
was  intended  you  should  pay  the  debts  of  the  old  commission,  and  that  was 
part  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  money  was  given  ? — If  the  whole  of  the  10,500/. 
had  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  debts  of  the  old  commission,  the  conse- 
quence would  have  been,  that  the  present  commission  would  not  have  had  a 
farthing  to  carry  on  its  operations. 

2533.  That  is  for  the  two  first  years? — Yes,  and  many  of  the  operations  are 

such  as  require  a daily  expenditure.  -y 

2534.  Now,  is  it  not  a fact  that  you  discharged  the  greater  part  of  the  debto 

the  former  commission  in  the  two  first  years  ?— ' The  return  to  Parliament  wil 
show  what  portion  of  the  debt  of  the  first  commission  was  discharged  in  the  rs 
four  years ; by  so  doing  we  necessarily  incurred  another  debt  for  carrying  on  our 
own  operations.  , 

2535.  In  a letter  of  yours,  dated  July  1832,  a printed  letter,  you  sta 
that  nearly  all  the  works  of  the  board  have  been  suspended  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  discharge  the  immense  debt  left  by  the s former 
commission,  and  this  is  now  almost  accomplished ; of  course  when  you  said  it  was 
almost  accomplished,  that  arose  from  misinformation  ? — That  alluded  to  the  ac  ua 
debt.  It  was  then  thought  expedient  to  make  the  experiment  at  what  cost  cei  ai^ 
works  of  a description  different  from  those  which  were  published  by  the  m 
mer  boards  could  be  produced.  The  commissioners  determined  at  that  perio 
commence  some  of  the  works  which  have  been  since  published,  to  ascertain  ^ 
cost  at  which  they  could  be  produced,  and  after  they  had  shown  to  Parhamen 
what  cost  those  works  could  be  produced ; they  resolved  not  to  take  any  further  p ^ 
ceedings  until  they  should  be  exonerated  from  the  debt.  The  ^ejter^^sseil 
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addressed  to  the  Treasury  when  the  last  estimates  were  sent  in,  will  show  that 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  board.  Inthatletter,  the  commissioners  give  thereason 
wby  they  commenced  the  new  works,  though  they  necessarily  by  so  doing  incurred 
a new  debt ; and  they  state  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  that,  consistently  with 
their  public  duties,  they  did  not  conceive  they  could  continue  the  system  which 
had  been  adopted  for  the  last  thirty  years,  a system  by  which  they  were  only  able 
to  carry  on  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  them  by  the  Royal  Commission,  upon 
loans  obtained  either  from  the  King’s  printers  or  from  the  banking  house.  That 
letter  fully  shows  the  views  which  the  Commissioners  had  in  undertaking  those 
works,  and  their  determination  not  to  proceed  with  them,  unless  Parliament  would 
enable  them  to  pay  off  the  debt. 

2536.  You  state  in  the  agenda  of  June  1832,  it  was  understood  by  the  Trea- 
sury that  a large  portion  of  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  Parliamentary  grant,  for  the  year 
1832,  would  be  required  for  defraying  the  debts  of  the  late  commission.  You 
carried  on  your  operations  with  the  understanding  that  a large  portion  of  the 
money  voted  to  you  was  voted  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  old  debt ; do  you 
suppose  that  Parliament  at  the  same  time  understood  that  while  you  were  paying 
the  old  debt  you  were  to  be  contracting  a larger  one  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  say 
what  was  the  understanding  of  Parliament.  I can  only  state  that  we  were  pursuing 
a system,  which  was  an  improvement  upon  that  of  our  predecessors,  as 
the  different  returns  to  Parliament  must  have  shown.  In  fact,  the  King’s  printers’ 
bills  which  had  been  paid  at  the  Treasury  for  the  last  thirty  years  comprised  items 
amounting  to  49,000/.,  which  were  advanced  to  the  commissioners  by  way 
of  loan ; and  as  the  King’s  printers  had  received  interest  upon  those  items,  we  did 
not  think  that  we  were  precluded,  after  a proper  representation  to  Lord 
Althorp  and  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject,  from  adopting  a system,  which  objec- 
tionable as  we  admit  it  to  be,  was  still  an  improvement  upon  their  system. 

2537.  But  you  applied  then  to  Lord  Althorp,  as  it  appears,  for  additional  money  ? 
— The  very  early  proceedings  of  the  board  show  that,  soon  after  the  present  com- 
mission came  into  operation,  a statement  was  made  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
debts  of  the  old  board,  and  that  the  10,500/.,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  it,  would  be 
requisite  to  pay  off  those  debts,  and  that  a very  small  sum  would  remain  in  hand 
for  the  payment  of  the  workmen’s  wages  and  other  daily  disbursements.  In  conse- 
quence of  that,  the  commissioners  determined  that  a representation  should  be  njade 
to  the  Treasury;  and  that  representation,  as  it  will  appear  by  the  minutes  of  the 
board,  which  I stated  on  a former  occasion,  my  Lord  Brougham  undertook  to  make. 
The  subject  of  the  debt  has  been  frequently  a topic  of  conversation,  and  Lord 
Brougham  verbally  stated  to  the  board  that  he  never  could  persuade  my  Lord 
Althorp  to  undertake  to  advance  a sufficient  sum  of  money  to  get  us  out  of  debt ; 
so  we  went  on  in  the  old  system. 

2538.  Then  not  being  able  to  get  the  money  from  Lord  Althorp,  and  being 
desirous  of  spending  your  whole  income  without  being  cramped  by  your  former 
debt,  you  in  fact  overlooked  Lord  Althorp,  and  gained  your  end  by  running  in 
debt? — No,  the  Treasury  was  perfectly  cognizant  of  the  old  claim.  The  Treasury 
had  been  in  the  habit  nearly  40  years  of  paying  interest  on  advances  made  by  the 
King’s  printers.  The  King’s  printers’  bills  had  included  items  for  advances  or  for 
disbursements  made  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Caley,  amounting  to  nearly  50,000 1. 

2539.  Understand  me,  you  applied  to  Lord  Althorp  for  an  additional  sum  of 
money  to  pay  off  the  old  debt  ? — The  debts  of  the  old  board. 

2540.  That  Lord  Althorp  refused  ? — I do  not  know  what  took  place  ; certain  it 
is  we  never  got  the  money. 

2541 . But  you  spent  exactly  the  same  amount  of  money  upon  the  new  works  of 
the  commission  as  if  you  had  got  it? — We  were  compelled,  as  a matter  of  course, 
to  adopt  the  system  of  our  predecessors,  the  credit  system. 

2542.  Why  were  you  compelled  to  spend  10,000/.  a year,  -without  reference  to 
your  debts  ? — The  different  works  that  were  in  progress  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  an  expenditure. 

2543-  But  those  works  were  undertaken  by  your  own  choice,  were  they  not  ? 
Did  you  do  it  with  your  eyes  open  ? — The  commissioners  determined,  as  I stated 
before,  to  undertake  certain  works  of  a different  character  from  those  published  by 
the  former  board,  with  a view  of  ascertaining  whether  they  might  not  be  pro- 
duced at  a smaller  expense.  Those  works  were  undertaken  ; they  have  been  pub- 
lished ; and,  as  I stated  before,  the  commissioners  determined,  after  they  had  shown 
the  public  the  new  character  of  the  works,  and  the  cost  at  which  they  could  be 
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produced,  to  make  a stand,  and  not  proceed  any  further,  until  the  debt  should 
be  paid  off.  a 

2544.  When  was  this  stand  to  have  been  made  ? — The  stand  was  made  last 
January. 

2545.  Then  it  was  before  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  was  incurred  ?— -Th 
whole  of  the  debt  was  incurred  before  last  September. 

2546.  I want  to  come  to  a definitive  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission, and  to  ask  you  whether  it  is  an  accurate  one  : you  started  with  a orant 
of  about  10,000/.  and  a debt  of  15,000/.  or  16,000/. ; out  of  the  annual  grant  of 
10,000/.  a year,  you  had  to  payoff  this  debt;  you  endeavour  to  get  additional 
money  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  but  could  not  get  it,  therefore,  the  liabilitv 
to  pay  it  out  of  the  annual  income  still  remained  : you  have,  however,  continued 
to  spend  the  10,000/.  a year  in  works  of  your  own  undertaking,  anff  expenses  of 
your  own  incurring,  without  any  reference  at  all  to  the  debt,  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  you  may  be  said  at  the  present  moment  not  to  have  paid  off  a single  far. 
thing  of  the  old  debt,  but  even  to  have  incurred  more  ?—I  do  not  consider  that  is  a 
fair  statement,  by  reason  of  the  position  in  which  the  present  commission  was  placed 
The  present  commission  differs  in  no  respect  from  any  of  the  preceding-  com-' 
missions,  except  in  the  instruction  to  make  special  inquiry  with  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  offices,  the  fees  of  officers,  and  so  forth:  the  present  commis- 
sioners had  to  carry  on  the  works  of  their  predecessors,  and  formed  a system 
which  had  been  adopted  during  a period  of  30  years. 

2547.  I am  not  alluding  to  the  system,  I am  only  alluding  to  the  actual  amount 
expended  in  paying  off  debts,  and  I must  ask  you,  thus  starting  with  an  acknow- 
ledged liability  to  pay  a certain  debt,  have  you  not  carried  on  your  expenses  with- 
out any  reference  whatever  to  that ; and  Comparing  the  amount  of  the  present 
liabilities  of  the  commission  with  those  of  the  old,  can  it  be  said  any  part  of  the 
old  debt  has  been  reduced,  ought  it  not  rather  to  be  said  it  has  been  increased  under 
the  control  of  the  present  commission  ? — I believe  the  old  commission  at  no 
period  within  20  years  of  the  issuing  of  the  present  commission  owed  so  little  as 
does  the  board  at  the  present  period. 

2548 . Your  actual  statement  of  the  debts  of  the  old  commission,  at  the  time  it 
lett  off,  does  not  make  it  more  than  16,000/,  at  the  utmost?— I think  it  will  be 
found  that  the  old  commission  for  20  years  preceding  never  owed  a smaller  sum 
than  that. 

2549-  Than  what  ? — About  the  actual  amount  of  all  our  debts  and  liabilities 
at  present,  including  those  of  the  old  commission,  because  I do  not  think  it  is  fair 
to  separate  the  liabilities  of  the  old  commission  from  its  debts. 

255°-  That  is  what  I have  assumed  in  the  course  of  the  question  I have  been 
asking  you,  that  what  you  call  liabilities  are  in  fact  debts  of  the  old  commission? 

My  short  answer  to  it  is  this,  that  the  money  received  by  the  present  board 
during  the  last  five  years  will  be  found  (in  my  apprehension)  to  be  less  than  the 
money  received  by  the  old  board  during  the  five  preceding  years ; and  that  the 
present  commissioners  have  carried  on  their  operations,  have  produced  works 
which  are  admitted  (I  believe,  on  all  hands,  with  the  exception  of  two  trifling 
works,)  to  be  works  of  great  value  and  credit  to  the  country ; yet  at  present 
do  not  find  themelves  more  indebted,  having  done  all  that,  than  the  old 
board  was. 

2551*  At  any  rate  you  acknowledge  you  are  as  much  in  debt? — I think  it  may 
turn  out,  including  the  liabilities  of  the  old  board,  which  we  have  still  to  dis- 
charge, that  we  are  as  much  in  debt. 

2552.  Including  the  liabilities  of  the  old  board,  you  are  much  more  in  debt, 
because  your  own  statement  of  the  debts  of  the  old  board,  your  own  hypothetical 
statement,  does  not  make  it  more  than  16,000/.,  the  actual  debt  of  the  old  board. 
—I  was  alluding  to  this,  that  a large  portion  of  our  funds  was  applied  to  paying 
off  the  liabilities  of  the  old  board,  independently  of  the  15,000/. 

2553-  Mr.  Hawes. ~\  Do  you  know  now  the  debts  of  the  old  board? — I think 
we  know  them  within  one  or  two  hundred  pounds. 

2554«  Chairman .]  What  additions  would  you  make  to  the  statement  you 
have  made  for  the  debts  of  the  old  board,  which  have  come  to  your  knowledge 
since  ? — There  is  a quarter’s  salary  due. 

2555'  State  in  round  numbers  about  what  amount? — I will  put  it  in  my 
evidence ; it  cannot  he  more  than  200/.  or  300/. 

2556.,  ^ 
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2556.  It  appears  then  from  your  statement,  that  of  actual  debts  left  by  the  old  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
hoard,  there  was  between  15,000/.  and  16,000/.  ? — Yes.  Esq. 

2557-  Of  actual  debt,  for  which  the  present  board  are  responsible,  deducting  

about  7501.  for  actual  debts  of  the  old  board;  you  are  responsible  for  about  27  April  1836. 
20  000/.  and  odd  ? — Including  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  two  boards. 

2558.  The  actual  debt  then  is  increased  4,000/.  or  5,000/. ; I am  distinguishing 
liabilities,  observe? — If  you  include  the  liabilities  of  the  old  board. 

2559.  Now,  you  state  that  in  this  item  of  16,168  /.  for  the  debts  and  liabilities 
of  the  new  board,  there  is  nothing  which,  under  your  division  into  debts  and 
liabilities,  would  not  come  under  the  head  of  debt  ? — They  are  debts : it  is  money 
actually  due. 

2560.  What  are  the  actual  liabilities? — The  liabilities  cannot  be  very  great 
because  very  little  has  been  done  for  the  last  nine  months  in  the  way  of  printing. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  my  return  to  Parliament,  that  all  the  bills  have  been  paid  up  to 
Christmas  last,  except  the  King’s  printers’  bills.  The  liability  is  really  very  small. 

If  you  will  refer  to  a note  at  the  end  of  the  disbursements  of  my  return  to  Parlia- 
ment, you  will  find,  in  order  that  Parliament  might  be  in  possession  of  the  real 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  commission,  every  thing  was  paid  up  to  the  31st  of 
December,  with  the  exception  of  the  King’s  printers’  bills. 

2561.  Now,  by  the  word  liability,  in  the  former  part  of  your  evidence,  you  de- 
signate all  those  expenses  which  you  were  obliged  to  incur,  that  is,  if  I may  say 
so,  morally  obliged  to  incur,  from  the  impropriety  of  leaving  unfinished  works 
which  had  been  begun  by  the  old  commission,  and  which,  without  any  exercise  of 
your  own  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  publishing  those  works,  you  were  in  a 
certain  manner  compelled  to  go  on  with,  merely  because  they  had  been  begun  ; 
now,  taking  the  word  liability  in  that  sense,  what  amount  of  liability,  supposing 
this  commission  were  dissolved  to-morrow,  would  it  leave  upon  the  new  commis- 
sion; do  you  suppose  the  amount  of  liability  in  that  sense  would  be  much  less  . 
than  the  other  ? — The  present  board  owes  nothing  except  for  the  unfinished 
works. 

2562.  I do  not  mean  “ owe  ? I think  you  will  find  that  I shall  answer  your 
questions  before  I have  done.  There  is  no  debt  due,  except  the  debt  returned 
to  Parliament,  and  what  may  be  due  to  the  King’s  printers  in  respect  of  un- 
finished works ; almost  all  the  works  (with  the  exception  of  what  I may  treat 
as  specimens,  of  which  there  have  been  only  one  or  two  sheets  printed)  have 
been  brought  nearly  to  a close,  and  I apprehend  that  the  amount  which  any 
new  commission  might  have  to  expend  upon  the  finishing  of  those  works  would 
be  very  small.  I will  procure  an  estimate,  and  furnish  the  committee  with  it. 

The  volumes  being  octavo  volumes,  the  expense  of  compiling  them  has  been 
comparatively  trifling  in  comparison  with  a volume,  for  instance,  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Writs. 

2563.  Mr.  Hawes. You  stated,  I think,  in  a previous  part  of  your  examination, 
you  objected  to  a topographical  arrangement  of  the  records  ? — I did  so ; the 
bulk  of  the  records  of  the  kingdom  consists  of  rolls ; and,  as  those  rolls  apply  to 
manors  and  places  in  various  counties ; it  would  be  impossible  to  effect  a topo- 
graphical arrangement  without  destroying  the  rolls,  by  taking  them  to  pieces. 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,Mr.  Grimaldi,'  and  other  persons 
whom  I have  consulted  upon  the  subject. 

2564.  Now,  in  your  previous  evidence  on  the  first  day  you  were  examined,  you 
state  that  Mr.  Cole  arranged  the  documents  in  the  Augmentation  Office  according 
to  their  classes,  and  that  he  also  arranged  them  according  to  topographical  ar- 
rangement?— That  was  not  in  my  answer,  but  in  a question  which  was  put  to  me 
relative  to  Mr.  Charles  Gay ; my  answer  was,  “ I do  not  know  whether  Mr. 

Charles  Gay  is  capable  of  arranging  the  records  in  years.” 

2565 • You  were  also  asked  whether  he  was  capable  of  understanding  the  topo- 
graphical part,  and  your  answer  is,  “ he  could  sort  them  into  counties did 
you  then  object  on  principle  to  a topographical  arrangement,  because  it  would 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  record  ? — It  depends  on  what  the  record  is ; there 
are  some  records  (but  few  comparatively  in  number)  which  admit  of  a topogra- 
phical arrangement.  The  bulk  of  the  records  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  ministers’ 
accounts  which  are  the  most  valuable  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  does 
not  admit  of  a topographical  arrangement ; though  there  are  some  records  in 
the  Augmentation  Office  which  do  admit  of  such  an  arrangement,  the  Chancery 
records  of  the  Tower  contain  instruments  relating  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
world.  s 3 1 
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Charles ^P.  Cooper,  2 566.  Then  your  objection  to  a topographical  arrangement  which  you  took 
Mr.  Cole’s  proceeding  has  reference  rather  to  particular  records,  and  not  t° 
37  April  1836.  mortis  in  general  ? — Certainly.  I quite  approve  of  Mr.  Cole’s  plan  for  top0° 
graphically  arranging  the  miscellaneous  records;  for  instance,  any  detach  d" 
records.  Charter-rolls  can  not  be  arranged  topographically,  but  detach  1 
instruments  may  be  so  arranged ; I see  no  objection  in  the  latter  case. 

2567.  I find  there  have  been  records  which  you  have  stated,  and  of  which  v 
will  hereafter  produce  an  instance,  not  admitting  of  such  arrangement  without 
injury  to  the  records  which  had  been  so  arranged? — Certainly,  I think  it 
error  of  Mr.  Cole  to  divide  the  records ; it  certainly  has  destroyed  them,  and  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  question  raised  in  a court  of  law  with  respect  to  the  stp 
that  he  has  taken.  The  heading  and  the  signatures  are  separated  from  the  pthe 
parts. 

2.567*.  Are  not  the  patent  rolls  divided  into  two  or  three  parts  ? — I ara  not 
aware  that  the  patent  rolls  have  been  divided  into  two  or  three  parts  since  thev 
were  placed  where  they  now  are.  The  patent  rolls  have  no  such  heading  as  the 
ministers’  accounts ; the  minister’s  account  is  an  account  rendered  of  certain 
estates  by  an  officer  of  the  Crown ; it  is  headed  as  his  account,  and  contains 
his  signature.  If  a party  wishes  to  give  evidence  in  a court  of  law  whether 
property  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  at  a certain  period,  he  refers  to  the 
minister’s  account  for  a particular  year,  for  certain  counties,  and  having  found 
his  entry  relative  to  a monastery  or  relative  to  tithes,  he  obtains  an  extract  and 
• office-copy  of  that  entry  ; and  that  office-copy  is  of  no  validity  in  a court  of  law 

unless  there  be  the  heading,  which  shows  who  was  the  minister  that  rendered  the 
account  to  the  Exchequer,  and  unless  it  also  have  his  signature.  Courts  of  com- 
mon law  will  sometimes  dispense  with  the  signature,  but  in  strictness  the  signature 
is  necessary. 

2.568.  You  will  produce  an  instance  in  which  this  has  been  done? — .Yes,  I will 
produce  the  heading  and  signature  to  a roll  which  was  inspected  by  Mr.  Allen. 

2569.  Chairman .]  Now,  we  will  go  to  a subject  which  was  left  unfinished 
the  works  printed  by  the  commission  ? — Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  give  in  a 
short  statement.  Upon  looking  at  some  parts  of  my  examination,  I am  desirous 
with  a view  to  the  removal  of  all  doubt  as  to  its  having  been  the  intention  of  Par- 
liament that  the  commissioners  should  authorize  the  publication  of  documents  not 
preserved  in  any  record  repository,  of  enumerating  to  the  committee  some  other 
works,  the  printing  of  which  was  recommended  by  the  select  committee  of  1800, 
though  not  found  of  record  in  any  of  His  Majesty’s  Record  Offices. 

2570.  Are  the  words  of  the  new  commission,  with  respect  to  printing,  precisely 
the  same  as  the  old  ? — I think  they  are,  but  I think  I have  already  answered  that 
question  in  a former  part  of  my  examination.  I have  already  mentioned  the 
plans  for  completing  the  year  books  and  compiling  a general  index  to  them,  and 
for  an  uniform  edition  of  Bracton,  Fleta,  Glanville,  and  our  other  ancient  law 
writers.  By  the  bye,  the  “Regiam  Majestatem,”  the  “ Quoniam  Attachiamenta,” 
and  other  treatises,  have  always  been  considered  as  portions  of  the  old 
law  of  Scotland,  upon  which  the  critical  skill  of  Mr.  Thomson,  the  sub-com- 
missioner for  the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Scotland,  was  to  be  and  for  many 
years  has  been  exercised.  I have  also  noticed  the  recommendation,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  Catalogue  of  Manuscripts  in  the  Harleian  collection  at 
the  British  Museum  was  revised  and  reprinted,  and  some  other  catalogues  of 
manuscripts  ; but  so  little  did  the  Committee . of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1800,  think  that  the  aid  of  Parliament  should  be  limited  to  the  printing  of  matter 
of  record,  that  they  recommended  that  the  opportunity  of  the  commission  (the 
issuing  of  which  was  then  contemplated)  should  be  taken  for  printing  a 
glossary  to  Domesday  Book,  published  eighteen  years  before ; observing,  that 
they  very  much  approved  of  the  plan  for  a glossary,  judiciously  pointed 
out  by  Sir  George  Rose,  then  Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Chapter  House. 
The  Committee  also  recommended  that  a separate  catalogue,  digested  under 
proper  heads,  should  be  formed,  comprising  all  the  state  papers  and  public 
documents  dispersed  through  the  different  collections  deposited  in  the  British 
Museum ; a work  which  they  observed  would  necessarily  demand  much  time  and 
labour.  I here  is  no  court  in  Westminster  Hall  which  would  acknowledge  any 
of  these  documents  and  papers  to  be  records.  It  was  moreover  recommended 
by  the  same  Committee,  that  the  selections  and  copies  made  by  Lord  Hale,  from 
the  early  special  judgements  of  the  common  law  court,  should  be  printed,  and  that 
if,  in  consequence  of  the  special  clause  in  Lord  Hale’s  will,  his  manuscripts  could 
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ot  be  procured  for  the  public,  a book  containing  similar  copies  and  selections  in  Charles  P.  Cooper , 
the  Middle  Temple  library,  or  an  abstract  which  had  been  found  at  the  Chapter  Ksq- 

House,  should  be  printed  ; and  even  if  Lord  Hale’s  compilation  could  be  obtained,  

that  such  book  and  abstract  as  they  appeared  to  take  in  a larger  compass  27  Apnl  l836' 
of  time,  should  be  published,  by  way  of  supplement,  to  Lord  Hale’s  work. 

Besides  these  works,  none  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  Domesday 
■Glossary,  have  yet  been  printed,  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
recommended  the  publication  of  a collection  of  the  royal  charters  of  Scotland. 

How  at  the  time  when  the  Committee  made  their  report,  it  was  well  known 
that  there  remained  in  the  general  register  house  at  Edinburgh  but  very  few 
rolls  of  charters  ; for  instance,  of  the  rolls  of  Robert  the  First,  there  was  only  one 
roll  out  of  24.  Of  the  40  rolls  of  charters  granted  by  David  the  Second,  the 
whole  as  lost.  Out  of  the  six  rolls  of  the  reign  of  Robert  the  Third,  only  one 
•was  extant.  As  there,  was  no  hope  that  this  loss  could  be  repaired,  the  Committee 
must  have  intended  that  the  vast  chasm  in  the  rolls  should  be  supplied  from 
original  charters  in  private  custody,  and  from  well  authenticated  transcripts. 

Accordingly,  when  the  board  commenced  the  formation  of  the  collection  of  the 
royal  charters  of  Scotland,  recourse  was  had  to  the  charter-chests  of  individuals, 
to  the  chartularies  of  religious  houses,  to  copies  in  public  libraries  bearing  marks 
of  having  been  made  from  the  rolls  of  charters  indicated  in  the  old  calendar,  and 
now  lost  or  destroyed  ; and  the  quarterly  reports  of  the  sub-commissioners  for  Scot- 
land abound  in  notices  of  charters  thus  obtained,  a great  number  of  the  original 
charters  appearing  to  have  been  acquired  by  purchase.  So  little  did  that  very 
learned  and  eminent  person  imagine  that  the  . board  was  only  empowered,  to  print 
records,  that  in  an  official  letter  from  him,  which  may  be  seen  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  first  general  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  several  times  printed  by  order 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  proposed  to  the  board  the  publication  of  the  two 
following  works : first,  a Collection  of  Royal  Letters  in  the  reigns  of  James  the 
Fourth,  James  the  Fifth,  and  Queen  Mary,  preserved  in  the  rOyal  library  at  the 
British  Museum,  in  two  volumes,  and  of  which,  be  it  observed,  an  edition,  al- 
though a very  incomplete  one,  was  published  by  Ruddiman,  about  the  year  1723 ; 
and,  secondly,  a selection  from  letters  and  other  writings,  chiefly  original,  in  the 
Cottonian  Library,  illustrative  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Scotland  in  the  reigns  of 
James  the  Fourth,  James  the  Fifth,  Queen  Mary,  and  James  the  Sixth,  and  from 
which  the  best  historians  of  that  period  appear  to  have  derived  much  of  their 
authentic  information. 

2571.  It  seems  to  me  that  all  these  instances  amount  to  this:  Mr.  Thomson 
desired  to  spend  the  money  of  the  record  commission  in  publishing  works  which 
I should  say  were  not  within  the  province  of  the  commission  ? — I mentioned 
it  to  show  the  construction  which  has  always  been  put  on  the  words  of  the  com- 
mission ; I may  be  wrong  as  well  as  the  commissioners. 

2571*.  At  the  utmost  it  would  only  amount  to  this,  that  to  a charge  of 
erroneous  application  of  the  money  to  objects  not  intended  by  the  commission, 
you  adduce  the  example  of  Mr.  Thomson  ? — These  are  some  of  the  other  works 
in  addition  to  th.ose  I have  formerly  mentioned,  all  specified  by  the  report  of 
1800  as  proper  to  be  published,  and  none  of  which  come  within  the  description 
of  documents  deposited  in  record  offices,  or  that  of  public  records.  It  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that  the  Committee  of  1800  state,  that  in  selecting  these  and  other 
works  to  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  nation,  they  did  not  wholly  rely  upon 
their  own  judgment,  but  that  they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  consult  persons 
of  the  greatest  learning  and  experience  upon  the  subject,  who  upon  a review  of 
the  several  returns  laid  before  the  Committee,  and  after  deliberate  consideration, 
proposed  the  several  articles  and  matters  set  forth  in  the  report,  and  that  the 
Committee  entirely  concurred  in  such  proposals,  and  strongly  recommend  such 
articles  and  matters  to  the  attention  of  the  House. 

2572.  You  interpret  the  commission  by  the  address?— By  the  address  and  by 
the  report  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

2573-  Now,  does  it  seem  to  you  a safe  rule  to  lay  down,  if  a committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  recommend  a particular  object,  and  the  Crown  in  carrying 
that  object  into  effect  very  much  deviate  from  the  terms  of  the  committee,  that  the 
commission  should  be  interpreted  by  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  ? — I think 
you  will  find  that  the  commission  has  reference  to  the  report  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  to  the  address. 

2574.  Surely  the  largest  recommendation  of  the  committee  could  not  enlarge 
0-33-  f r 3 the 
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the  operations  of  the  commission  any  more  than  the  preamble  of  a statute  could 


enlarge  the  operations  of  the  enacting  clause;  I take  a very  strong  illustrat' 
if  in  the  preamble  of  the  statute  it  is  mentioned  that  something  is  desirable  to  h’ 
done,  and  the  enacting  clauses  have  no  reference  to  that  matter,  it  is  never  sunn  j 
that  what  is  considered  desirable  in  the  preamble  is  enacted  by  that  statute  • ' 
the  same  manner  it  appears  to  me,  if  the  committee  suggest  one  thing  as  desira}/ 
and  the  commission  provide  no  means  of  doing  it,  you  ought  not  to  extend  \\ 
means  of  the  commission  for  doing  that  which  appears  to  have  been  specifica/ 
and  intentionally  left  out  of  it? — I do  not  think  it  is  intentionally  or  speeifica/ 
left  out.  I think,  looking  at  the  commission,  as  a lawyer,  the  commissioners  w ^ 
at  liberty  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800  for 
instruction.  eir 


2575-  I wanted  to  ask  particularly  about  some  of  the  works  which  are  men 
tioned  in  the  return;  I was  following  your  last  return  to  Parliament,  have  vou  if? 
— I have  it  not  here. 

2576.  This  work  which  I hold  in  my  hand  is  commonly  called  the  Roll  0f 
Stephen;  what  was  the  reason  for  printing  this? — Because  it  is  the  earliest  of  a 
very  curious  and  valuable  series  of  records  called  the  Pipe  Rolls. 

2577.  Now,  who  was  the  editor  appointed  to  that  work?— It  was  transcribed 
by  Mr.  Foxton,  who  assisted  Mr.  Hunter  in  the  editorship  and  collation.  Mr 
Hunter  wrote  the  preface  and  compiled  the  index. 

2578.  How  was  the  work  done  in  point  of  execution  ? — I have  never  heard 
of  any  defects  in  the  work. 

2.579-  D°  you  know  whether  the  index  is  good  ? — I think  the  index  is  prepared 
oy  Mr.  Hunter.  1 

2580.  Are  you  aware  of  this  error  in  the  index,  that  the  whole  title  of  Fitzis 
omitted,  so  that  if  there  is  a Fitzherbert  or  a Fitzalbert,  or  any  name  of  that  kind 
you  have  no  reference  under  that  term,  but  you  have  to  look  to  the  Christian  name 
to  which  the  Fitz  has  been  prefixed ; do  you  think  that  a convenient  mode?— 
I have  no  doubt  that,  if  the  index  . was  prepared  by  Mr.  Hunter  upon  that  prin- 
ciple, he  had  a good  reason  for  it.  Mr.  Hunter  furnished  the  board  with  some 
very  able  observations  on  the  subject  of  compiling  indexes,  and  I rather  think, 
that  in  the  Pipe  Roll  in  question,  he  has  given  a specimen  of  what  he  considered 
an  improved  method  of  compiling  the  indexes  to  works  of  that  description. 

2581.  Now,  “ Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the.  Privy  Council,”  how  many 
volumes  of  this  work  have  been  already  published  ? — Five. 

2582.  How  many  more  will  be  necessary  to  complete  it? — That  will  depend 
upon  the  period  down  to  which  the  commissioners  may  think  proper  to  continue 
the  publication.  It  may  be  stopped  at  any  time;  the  Privy  Council  books  are 
curious,  at  all  events,  down  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

2582*.  What  renders  them  less  curious  after  that  period  ?— 1 They  furnish  less 
materials  for  history  after  that  period ; the  entries,  generally  speaking,  after  that 
period  are  of  a less  interesting  kind.  I have,  however  inspected  a very  curious 
Privy  Council  book  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  with  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas,  relating  to  the  time  when  William  the  Third  landed. 

258.3.  How  many  volumes  would  be  required  to  complete  it  down  to  the  time 
of  the  Revolution? — I do  not  know. 

2584.  How  late,  has  it  been  carried  ? — I think  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  is  now  at 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  or  the  beginning  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

2585.  Now  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  is  the  editor  of  this,  is  he  not  ? — He  is  the 
editor. 


2586.  This  is  the  work  of  which  it  has  been  stated  that  the  trail scriptshave  been 
twice  made;  were  transcripts  made  by  the  clerks  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave ?-I 
was  asked  that  question  on  a former  occasion,  and  I find  that  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
grave  s clerks  did  transcribe  some  portion  of  the  early  period,  but  I doubt  very 
much,  from  the  information  which  I have  obtained,  whether  that  portion  could 
have  been  used. 

2587.  When  you  determined  that  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  should  publish  them,  the 
whole  of  them  were  already  transcribed  ? — I was  asked  a similar  question  with 
reference  to  the  “ Romli  Selecti” ; and  I ascertained,  in  answer  to  your  question, 
that,  a small  portion  of  it  had  been  transcribed  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  clerks : 
had  we  known  this,  we  might  have  saved  31.  6s.  8d.,  according  to  the  number 

of  the  folios. 

2588.  But 
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ocS8.  But  the  whole  of  these  were  transcribed  when  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  c/ales  P.  Cooper, 
nnhlished  it? — The  whole.  _ Es<I- 

P oe8q  Now  did  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  when  he  undertook  the  editing  the  work,  ; * 

pf-  to  you  for  the  former  transcripts  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  clerks  ?—  27  April  1836. 

T rather  think  there  was  some  conversation  between  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  and  myself 
upon  the  subject,  and  it  was  not  thought  worth  while  to  make  any  application 
upon  the  subject  of  the  former  transcripts,  which  in  all  probability  (and  I rather 
think  it  turned  out  to  be  so)  were  bound  up  in  books  with  other  records,  and  there 
would  be  no  great  saving  to  the  public. 

2500.  Then  you  suppose  there  would  be  a trifling  saving  to  the  public  if  the 
original  transcripts  had  been  used,  instead  of  new  ones  being  made  ? — There  was 
a portion,  I think,  of  the  first  or  second  volume  transcribed  by  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave’s  clerks,  and  bound  up,  as  I recollect  now,  in  books ; the  books  must 
have  been  unbound,  and  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  in  all  probability  would  have  been 
at  a stand  for  some  other  work,  if  the  transcripts  had  been  given  up  to  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas. 

259 1.  Who  transcribed  for  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  ? — Mr.  Baker,  his  clerk,  he  was 
paid  for  them. 

2592.  At  what  rate  was  he  paid  ? — At  4 d.  per  folio. 

2593.  For  the  whole? — For  the  whole. 

2594.  Was  he  never  paid  more  than  4 d.l — Not  that  I recollect ; there  was  a 
claim  made  for  more  than  4 d.,  but  I refused  to  acknowledge  it. 

2595.  Was  he  not  actually  paid  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  folio,  and  then  obliged  to 
refund  ? — I think  not ; there  was  a question  at  first  whether  it  was  to"  be  Qd.  or  4 d. 

2596.  Where  is  the  first  order  for  the  printing  of  this  work,  “ The  Privy  Coun- 
cil;” is  it  the  1st  June,  1833? — Yes. 

2597.  Is  this  it,  “ Ordered  that  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  be  authorized  to  proceed 
with  the  printing  of  this  work  under  the  direction  of  the  board?” — That  is  the 
first  order. 

2598.  To  what  does  the  term  “to  proceed”  have  reference? — Because  I had 
stated,  as  will  appear  by  a former  part  of  my  examination,  that  I had  been  autho- 
rized to  set  up  a specimen  of  the  work ; that  was  fully  explained  in  a former  part 
of  my  examination.  After  the  order  of  the  board  was  obtained,  I wrote  to  Sir 
Harris  Nicolas,  and  informed  him  that  I had  obtained  the  order  ; that  letter  shows 
that  the  former  proceedings  were  merely  provisional. 

2599.  The  date  in  the  King’s  printers’  return  gives  the  13th  of  November 
183S,  as  the  date  when  it  was  put  in  type,  and  the  13th  January  1833,  as  the  date 
of  a portion  of  it  being  finally  printed  off ; so  that,  according  to  that,  a portion  of 
the  work  was  printed  off  six  months  before  the  order  of  the  board  ? — That  is  ex- 
plained in  a former  part  of  my  examination,  where  I give  the  letter  of  Mr.  Macdo- 
nald, of  the  King’s  printers’  office  ; and  it  appears  from  that  letter  that  whatever 
was  done,  previously  to  the  order  of  the  board,  was  merely  conditional  and  sub- 
ject to  its  approbation. 

2600.  And  what  quantity  was  that  ? — I am  not  at  all  aware  what  was  the 
quantity.  It  has  very  often  happened  that  the  King’s  printers  have  worked  off 
several  sheets  of  a work,  on  the  understanding  that  the  order  of  the  board  would 
be  obtained  ; they  have  run  the  risk. 

2601.  In  fact,  the  order  of  the  board  seems  to  be  of  so  little  consequence,  that 
you  had  a large  portion  of  this  work  printed  ? — No,  not  a large  portion. 

2602.  The  King’s  printer  does  not  state  the  amount,  but  says  a portion  of  it 
was  finally  printed  off? — I think  it  will  be  found  from  Mr.  Macdonald’s  letter, 
which  I quoted  before,  that  until  the  month  of  April  (whatever  might  have  been 
printed  off),  the  final  plan  of  the  work  was  not  arranged  between  the  King’s 
printers  and  Sir  Harris  Nicolas. 

2603.  What  accounts  for  there  having  been  seven  sheets  cancelled? — Sir  Harris 
Nicolas  must  answer  for  that  himself ; perhaps  thfere  was  some  part  of  it  worked 
offirji  January  1833. 

2604-5.  It  appears  then  that  this  operation  of  the  working  off  so  early  has 
probably  been  the  cause  of  this  great  cancellation ; are  you  aware  of  the  amount  of 
cost  of  corrections  of  that  volume  of  the  Privy  Council  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  the 
corrections  of  Sir  Harris’s  works  are  as  heavy  as  those  of  any  other  person. 

*606.  It  is  rather  a larger  proportion ; there  is  120/.  for  printing,  and  80/.  18  s. 
for  Corrections,  so  that  the  corrections  are  two-thirds  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  original 
printing  ? — In  my  judgement  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  edit  any  work  of  this  de- 
scrijVtion  without  considerable  corrections.  • 

0.3^3.  f f 4 2607.  I want 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  2607.  I want  to  connect  this  with  your  former  answer ; do  you  suppose  {V 
Esq.  large  amount  of  expenditure  for  corrections  is  in  any  manner  owing  to  the 

" ; cumstance  to  which  you  attributed  it  just  now,  the  work  having  been  printed'ff 

27  April  1836.  so  long  before  the  order  of  the  board  was  obtained  ? — Nothing  to  do  with  it 

2608.  I thought  you  attributed  the  cancellation  to  that? — No,  the  can 
cellations  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  change  of  Sir  Harris’s  plans  ; according 
Mr.  Macdonald’s  letter  it  appears  that  Sir  Harris  had  no  fixed  plan ; the  mami° 
script  was  put  in  type,  and  various  changes  were  made  in  the  type  and  in  the  for ' 
of  the  pages,  till  April  1833  ; nothing  could  have  been  finally  worked  off  befor 
that  time,  except  specimens. 

2609.  Then  this  is  a mistake  of  the  King’s  printers  r — In  all  probability  the  first 
sheet  of  the  work  was  printed  off  at  that  time ; but  Mr.  Macdonald’s  letter,  written 
after  that  time,  will  give  the  best  explanation  of  the  circumstances. 

2610.  What  are  the  next  works,  the  appendix  and  introduction  to  the  Valor 
Ecclesiasticus  ? — The  appendix  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  forms  the  sixth  volume- 
it  was  partly  printed  at  the  time  when  the  present  commission  issued.  As  to  the 
statement  by  Mr.  Protheroe,  (questions  1294-  and  1477,)  that  portions  of  the 
Valor  Ecclesiasticus  have  been  found  since  the  publication  of  that  work,  I have 
also  a statement  to  make.  It  is  a record  of  very  great  importance,  and  I am  sure 
you  must  be  exceedingly  unwilling  that  prejudice  should  result  to  any  individual 
from  the  statement  that  has  gone  forth,  that  the  work  is  not  complete  and  au- 
thentic. It  may  be  a very  dangerous  consequence  to  individuals  if  that  state- 
ment should  go  forth  uncontradicted  ; I state,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  true  that 
any  part  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  has  been  since  discovered. 

2611.  The  Norman  Rolls? — That  volume  was  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy. 

2612.  That  is  a work  which  you  described  to  the  committee  as  a great  glory 
to  the  country  ? — That  is  one  of  those  works ; it  forms  part  of  the  series  of  the  earlv 
rolls  at  the  Tower. 

2613.  A work  of  which  you  spoke  in  high  terms  of  commendation  ?— I stated 

in  another  part  of  my  examination,  that  the  publication  of  that  series  of  rolls 
would  reflect  very  great  honour  upon  Parliament,  which  authorized  the  publication 
of  them.  ' 


2614.  The  Oblata  Rolls  is  one  of  the  same  works,  is  it  not? — The  Obiata  is 
also  part  of  the  same  series.  I know  that  it  has  obtained  great  credit  abroad. 

2615.  The  Patent  Rolls? — The  Patent  Rolls  belong  to  the  same  series. 

2616.  All  those  works  were  published  I believe  by  Mr.  Hardy,  were  they  not? 
— They  were  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy. 

2617.  All  those  works  are  now  suspended,  are  they  not? — They  are  suspended, 
because,  as  I stated  upon  a former  occasion,  the  commissioners  were  desirous  of 
producing  works  of  a new  character,  and  of  showing  to  Parliament  that  they 
might  be  edited  at  a moderate  expense.  The  commissioners,  Lord  Canterbury 
in  particular,  were  perfectly  aware  that,  with  the  debt  then  pressing  upon  the 
commission,  it  would  be  impossible  to  continue  these  publications,  unless  some 
assistance  were  given. 

2618.  When  were  the  works  suspended? — They  were  suspended  last  summer, 
or  about  the  end  of  August. 

2619.  Had  Mr.  Hardy  notice  then  of  the  suspension  of  these  works  ?— The 
works  were  suspended  by  a letter  from  me,  until  such  time  as  the  board  should 
meet. 

2620.  Then  is  the  committee  to  understand,  that  in  order  to  come  well  before 
Parliament  and  the  country,  the  commission  suspended  these  works,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  reflected  most  honour  and  glory  upon  the  country  ? — The  suspen- 
sion of  these  works  had  no  reference  whatever  to  our  coming  before  Parliament. 

2621.  I think  you  stated  that  you  suspended  these  works  in  order  to  show 
Parliament  or  the  country  the  best  works  you  could  do?— I repeat  that  they 
were  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  Parliament  and  to  the  cou.itry, 
works  of  a new  character,  and  that  they  might  be  produced  at  a moderate  ex- 
pense ; an  expense  much  smaller  than  the  old  publications  of  the  board. 

2622.  What  was  the  reason  for  suspending  them? — The  reason  for  suspending 

them  arose,  in  the  first  instance,  out  of  a difference  between  myself  and  Mr.  Hardy 
as  to  his  rate  of  remuneration ; the  works  have  continued  suspended  in  con"" 
quence  of  the  want  of  funds.  j 

2623.  Have  any  other  works  been  suspended  on  account  of  want  of  fundsf 
All  the  works  have  proceeded  very  slowly,  from  that  cause. 

2624.  Have  any  other  works  been  actually  suspended  ? — The  Pipe  Roll^ 
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suspended  on  account  of  the  want  of  funds  ; there  are  various  other  works  which 
we  could  not  car:y  on  for  want  of  funds,  as  the  Parliamentary  Writs. 

2625.  But  how  comes  it,  that  among  the  first  works  suspended  (for  they  seem 
to  occupy  so  prominent  a position  among  the  works  suspended,  that  at  first  you 
could  hardly  recollect  the  name  of  any  other  works  suspended),  how  comes  it,  that 
these  works  so  suspended  happen  to  be  the  works  which  you  think  reflected  most 
o-lory  upon  Parliament  and  tire  country  ? — Upon  my  former  examination  I stated 
the  circumstances  under  which  these  works  were  undertaken.  I stated  also  that  it 
was  manifest  to  the  commissioners  that  the  works  could  not  proceed  long,  much 
less  with  rapidity,  unless  Parliament  should  grant  additional  sums  for  the  service 
of  the  commission  ; and  the  board  framed  its  order  with  that  view.  The  order  ot 
the  board  was,  that  the  works  should  be  undertaken  and  should  proceed  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  funds  that  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission  might  permit,  and 
without  interfering  with  the  other  necessary  works  then  in  progress. 

2626.  What  works  could  be  more  necessary  than  those,  which  above  all  others 
reflected  glory  upon  Parliament  and  the  country  ? — The  works  which  had  been 
previously  begun  and  which  were  then  incomplete. 

2627.  Why  should  these  works  be  completed  more  than  this  work  ; — These 
works  had  not  then  been  undertaken ; they  were  undertaken  during  the  period 
the  other  works  were  in  progress. 

2628.  How  is  it  that  when  you  had  got  different  sets  of  works  going  on,  one  or 
more  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  leave  incomplete,  how  is  it  that  you  have  fixed 
upon  all  those  works  which  you  have  specified  as  reflecting  the  greatest  glory 
upon  the  country? — Because  the  order  of  the  board  was,  when  these  works  were 
undertaken,  that  they  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  compilation  of  the  other 
works ; their  funds  falling  under  the  terms  of  that  order,  they  were  necessarily  the 
works  which  ought  to  be  suspended. 

2629.  But  had  not  the  board  found  out  the  peculiar  credit  these  works  conferred 
upon  it,  and  did  not  that  make 'any  alteration  in  its  feeling? — The  works  were  sus- 
pended last  August,  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  was  on  the  18th  December,  and 
we  all  know  what  has  happened  since : it  was  not  very  likely,  after  what  has  occur- 
red recently,  that  the  board  would  continue  printing,  it  being  manifest  to  every- 
body that  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  were  not  sufficient  strictly  for 
the  conducting  of  the  necessary  operations  in  the  cleaning  and  repairing  of  the 
records,  and  the  salaries  of  the  different  officers  ; and  this  inquiry  has  now  been 
going  on  for  some  months  past. 

2630.  Who  was  the  editor  of  the  Rotuli  Curias  Regi^j  was  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
grave  ? — That  work  is  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

2631.  Then  we  come  to  a work  of  your  own,  Mr.  Cooper,  an  Account  of  the 
most  important  Records  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  publications  of  the  Record  Com- 
missioners, two  volumes  octavo  ; was  this  work  printed  by  order  of  the  commission- 
ers ? — It  was  printed  by  order  of  the  board. 

2632.  It  is  stated  I think  in  the  Parliamentary  Return  of  1833,  that  it  was  print- 
ed by  their  order  ? — It  was  printed  by  the  order  of  the  board,  and  you  have  it  in 
the  paper  which  I delivered  in  when  I was  last  here  ; the  order  is  already  upon 
my  evidence. 

2633.  As  one  of  the  works  of  the  commission  ? — It  was  printed  at  the  expense 
of, the  commission,  but  like  the  reports  and  other  documents  which  are  not  in  the 
nature  of  publications  of  records. 

2633*.  ^ upon  any  occasion  on  which  the  printing  of  this  work  has  been  com- 
mented on  as  one  not  properly  within  the  province  of  the  commission,  it  has  been 
stated  by  commissioners  that  it  was  printed  without  the  knowledge  or  sanc- 
tion of  the  commission,  and  not  paid  for  out  of  the  commission  funds ; is  not  that 
a misapprehension,  and  can  you  account  for  such  a misapprehension  existing  ? — 
It  was  a misapprehension,  because  the  order  of  the  board  has  been  already  pro- 
duced in  the  course  of  my  examination  for  the  production  of  the  work.  I can  ac- 
count for  the  misapprehension,  because  it  was  my  original  intention  to  compile 
and  print  the  work  at  my  own  expense  ; but  finding,  before  I made  much  pro- 
gress in  the  work,  that  it  would  be  more  expensive  than  I imagined,  and  thinking 
that  the  commissioners  could  not  very  well  execute  the  task  that  was  imposed  upon 
them  without  having  a work  of  that  description,  I proposed  to  Lord  Brougham, 
that  I should  print  it  at  the  expense  of  the  board.  The  order  of  the  board 
notices  that  communication  between  Lord  Brougham  and  myself.  I am  not  at  all 
surprised  that  some  commissioners  have  imagined  it  was  a private  work  : my  labour 
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was  gratuitous,  and  the  work  contains  very  free  observations  upon  the  publica 
tions  of  the  former  commission.  It  was  obviously  improper,  therefore,  that  it 
should  be  printed  in  the  same  way  that  the  others  are,  “ by  command  of  Hr 
Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioner 
on  the  public  records  of  the  kingdom ; ” being  a work  designed  to  enable  the 
commissioners  better  to  execute  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  and  containin 
much  criticism  upon  the  works  of  the  former  board. 

2634.  Is  the  work  an  original  work,  or  is  it  not  chiefly  a reprint?- — It  purports 
(on  the  face  of  it)  to  be  a compilation,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  all  throughout  the 
work  wherever  there  are  any  passages  or  any  articles  which  have  not  been  pre 
viously  printed,  they  are  expressly  stated  to  have  been  taken  “ from  manuscrin4 
collection,”  that  is,  from  the  manuscripts  and  documents  which  were  in 
possession  as  secretary  to  the  record  board.  Whatever 
pilation  is  distinguished  by  being  in  brackets. 

2635.  Have  you  distinguished  the  works  of  the  different  persons  by  their 

names  ? — Not  by  their  names.  A very  considerable  portion  of  the  work  is  taken 
from  reports  and  papers  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  but  his  name  is  never  mentioned  • 
and  that  system  has  been  pursued  throughout.  I observe  that  Mr.  Illingworth 
claims  a considerable  portion : but  I have  looked  through  the  volumes,  and  I am 
satisfied  that  not  half  a dozen  things  are  taken  from  the  manuscript  of  Mr.  I1W. 
worth.  8 


which 

is  my  original 


my 

com- 


2636.  Now,  of  this  work  it  appears  250  copies  were  printed,  and  144  sold’ 
what  has  become  of  the  remaining  106  ? — They  were  given  away  to  public  libra- 
ries, and  to  the  commissioners,  sub-commissioners,  and  editors. 

2637.  Did  you  consider  this  a work,  consisting  as  it  does  of  criticisms  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  old  commission,  and  not  for  that  reason  printed  with  the  apparent 
authority  of  the  commission,  a proper  work  to  send  out? — It  was  principally 
sent  to  foreign  libraries  ; and  though  it  contained  criticisms  upon  the  works  of  the 
former  board,  the  greater  bulk  of  it  is  an  account  of  the  public  records,  and  of  the 
publications  of  the  record  board  ; a very  proper  book  to  be  placed  in  public  libraries 
by  the  side  of  those  publications. 

2638.  This  paper,  which  you  have  given  in  as  one  printed  by  royal  authority, 
appears  to  be  a letter  from  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock,  inviting  the  public  to 
buy  the  work  : to  whom  was  this  letter  addressed  ? — That  is  only  a circular  sent 
round  by  Baldwin  & Cradock,  apparently  with  some  publication  of  the  record 
board  sold  by  them,  with  a view  of  disposing  of  those  copies  which  had  not  been 
previously  given  away  by  the  commission.  It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  the  commis- 
sioners had  determined  that  it  should  not  be  given  away,  because  many  were 
given  away,  but  it  was  determined  that  the  remainder  should  not  be  altogether 
given  away.  If  there  had  been  an  edition  of  500  copies,  they  would  have  been 
sold  ; unfortunately  there  were  only  250  copies  : the  copies  given  away  were  prin- 
cipally given  to  foreign  libraries. 

2639.  In  the  second  volume  of  this  work  there  is  a proposal  for  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  make  the  old  publications  of  the  record  commission  evidence  in 
courts  of  justice  : by  whose  suggestion  was  that  Act  framed,  or  what  was  done 
about  that  Act,  in  fact? — It  was  framed  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  ; it  was  a pro- 
posal of  his. 

2640.  Did  you  sanction  that  proposal?  Was  it  ever  entertained  by  the  com- 
missioners?— Never. 

2641.  What  was  the  object  then  of  mentioning  it  in  this  work? — The  general 
object  of  the  work  was  to  collect  together  information  concerning  public  records. 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  considered,  and  still  considers,  that  what  you  have 
mentioned  is  a very  important  suggestion.  I,  for  one,  do  not  at  all  coincide  with 
it.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  proposed  an  Act  of  Parliament  some  time  ago,  to  make 
the  publications  of  the  record  commission  evidence  in  courts  of  justice,  alleging 
that  whatever  faults  they  have,  they  are  still  less  faulty  than  the  office-copies  of 
record  office  keepers. 

2642.  Now,  from  what  I recollect  of  the  passage,  it  appears  there  is  a proposal 
sanctioned  by  the  writer  of  the  book  ; and  as  far  as  your  name  in  the  title  page 
had  any  weight  as  secretary  to  the  commission,  or  as  far  as  it  could  have  weight, 
being  known  to  be  a work  printed  by  the  commission,  the  impression  must  na- 
turally have  arisen  from  recording  the  passage,  that  that  was  a scheme  which  the 
commission  had  in  view.  Does  not  that  appear  to  you  a proof  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  mode  in  which  the  work  was  put  together,  without  any  distinction  between. 
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the  sources  from  whose  authority  the  various  headings  in  the  work  emanated? — Charles  P.  Cooper, 
I have  not  seen  the  passage  since  it  passed  through  the  press,  but  I doubt  very  Esq. 

much  whether  it  so  appears  in  the  book  as  having  even  the  sanction  of  the  com-  

piler  of  the  book.  I think  it  appears  like  the  other  papers  to  have  been  taken  from  27  APril  l836* 

the  “ manuscript  collection,”  which  was  in  my  possession  as  secretary  to  the  board. 

2643-  Are  you  aware  that,  in  extracts  from  the  records,  there  are  a good  many 
inaccuracies  in  this  work  ? — I dare  say  there  are,  as  in  all  similar  compilations. 

2644.  Now,  there  is  a work  here,  “ Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Essay  on  the  Origin 
of  Equitable  Jurisdiction;”  is  it  true  that  the  substance  of  that  work  had  for- 
merly been  published  as  an  article  in  the  Quarterly  Review? — I consider  that 
this  essay  is  in  the  nature  of  a report  to  the  board,  rendered  extremely  valuable  by 
certain  records  which  are  printed  in  the  appendix  ; and  the  fault  which  I attribute 
to  the  publication  is  not  the  fault  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  but  rather  my  own,  in 
suffering  it  to  be  laid  before  the  board  as  having  been  printed  with  that  title-page, 
as  “printed  by  command  of  His  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissioners  of  the  public  records  of  the  kingdom.”  It  ought 
to  have  been  printed  as  a report,  and  not  as  one  of  the  regular  record  publications. 

In  the  appendix  to  it  there  are  some  curious  and  valuable  records. 

2645.  What  proportion  does  the  work,  as  printed  by  the  commission,  bear  to 
that  portion  of  the  work  printed  in  the  Quarterly? — I think  it  is  double  or 
triple,  independently  of  the  appendix. 

2646.  Mr.  Protheroe  stated,  he  heard  the  opinion  expressed  by  you,  among 
others,  that  this  work  was  merely  a republication  of  materials  which  were 
formerly  published,  and  that  you  intrusted  the  work  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  on 
-representations  of  his,  which  turned  out  afterwards  not  to  be  correct? — Will  you 
be  kind  enough  to  read  what  Mr.  Protheroe’s  evidence  on  that  subject  is  ? 

2647.  I am  reading  you  the  words  ; the  question  is  1576.  I ask  Mr.  Protheroe, 

“ Do  you  know  it  was  a mere  republication  of  materials  which  were  formerly 
published  ?”  “ I heard  that  opinion  expressed  by  several,  and  among  others  Mr. 

Cooper.”  Did  you  state  to  Mr.  Protheroe,  it  was  a republication  of  materials  ? — 

I have  no  doubt  that  I stated  something  of  that  sort  to  Mr.  Protheroe ; it  was  a 
private  communication  to  Mr.  Protheroe. 

2648.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.']  Made  in  the  confidence  of  one  gentleman  to  another, 
and  without  having  any  thing  brought  before  you  from  which  you  gave  your 
opinion  ? — Such  opinion  was  expressed  in  a letter,  which,  upon  the  face  of  it,  and 
the  very  terms  in  which  it  is  given,  purports  to  be  a private  communication. 

2649.  Chairman .]  Mr.  Protheroe  does  not  quote  the  very  terms? — Yes,  Mr. 

Hunter  was  here,  and  told  me  that  he  read  the  very  letter. 

2650.  What  induced  the  commission  to  reprint  an  article  in  a work  which  was 
so  largely  circulated  as  the  Quarterly  Review  ? Did  you  know  at  the  time  it  had 
been  in  the  Quarterly  Review  ?— I do  not  think  that  the  commission  was  exactly 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  publication,  at  the  time  when  it  was  ordered. 

2651.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  in  a previous 
answer  from  you,  that  the  bulk  of  the  work,  as  published  by  the  record  commis- 
sion, exceeds  double  or  triple  the  bulk  of  the  article  which  appeared  in  the 
Quarterly  Review,  independently  of  the  materials  forming  the  appendix  to  the 
work,  as  published  by  the  record  commission? — According  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  that  is  the  case,  that,  independently  of  the  appendix,  it  exceeds  in  some 
such  proportion  the  article  that  appeared  in  the  Quarterly. 

2652.  From  the  terms  of  that  answer,  you  do  not  consider  the  commissioners 
reprinted  the  article  which  appeared  in  the  Quarterly  Review?— I do  not  think 
it  can  be  fairly  represented  as  a reprint.  When  I said  the  commissioners  did  not 
exactly  understand  the  nature  of  the  work,  I am  induced  to  say  so,  because  I think 
that  if  the  commissioners  had  previously  understood  that  such  was  the  nature  of  the 
work,  they  would  have  directed  it  to  be  printed  as  a report,  and  not  as  a public 
record.  That  is  the  only  mistake  (I  think)  which  has  been  made. 

2 The  Chairman. ] A report  upon  what  ? — A report  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
on  one  of  the  most  interesting  subjects  on  which  he  was  engaged  as  a sub- 
commissioner. 

2054.  Whether  you  call  it  a report,  or  whatever  other  name,  it  would  have 
een  an  original  essay  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  upon  an  antiquarian  subject  ? — It  is 
en  it  ed  an  essay : but  if  the  committee  had  before  them  the  former  reports  of  Sir 
rancis  Palgrave,  which  have  been  printed  from  time  to  time  by  order  of.  the  old 
oard,  they  would  see  that  these  reports  abound  in  very  curious  antiquarian, 
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historical,  and  constitutional  information;  and  I conceive  that  the  essay  is  a paper  of 
that  description,  and  is  quite  as  properly  printed  as  any  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s 
former  reports.  The  only  difference  is,  the  former  reports  were  printed  in  large 
folio  for  the  use  of  the  commissioners  only,  and  this  has  been  printed  so  as  to 
give  to  the  public  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  it. 

2655.  Was  this  a report  upon  any  particular  work? — Not  upon  any  particular 
work ; but  the  report  is  connected  with  various  works  which  were  carried  on 
under  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  direction.  He  was  engaged  in  editing  the  consti. 
tutional  records  from  the  earliest  periods. 

2656.  Which  of  them  has  he  edited,  for  instaiice? — The  Parliamentary  Writs 
alone  have  appeared,  but  that  work  is  only  a part  of  the  series,  and  not  the  earliest 
part : it  has  been  stated  in  the  reports,  and  in  the  preface  to  his  works,  that  the 
earlier  series  of  records,  illustrating  the  ancient  constitution  and  policy  of  the 
kingdom,  would  be  likewise  printed. 

2657.  Now,  it  appears  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  editing  the  Parliamantary. 
Writs ; from  this  work  he  draws  certain  inferences  (I  suppose  this  from  the  title) 
upon  the  origin  of  equitable  jurisdiction,  and  publishes  an  essay  upon  that. 
Why  should  you  more  call  that  a report  upon  Parliamentary  Writs  or  any  other 
work  of  the  kind,  than  you  would  call  any  other  essay  published  by  any  other  indi- 
vidual upon  the  subject,  deriving  his  information  from  Parliamentary  Writs?— 
The  Parliamentary  Writs  were  only  a part  of  that  series  of  publications  and  works' 
upon  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  engaged.  If  I were  called  upon  to  name 
that  work  in  the  series  with  which  the  report  or,  essay  is  most  intimately  connected, 
I would  say  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis.  The  title  (I  apprehend)  of  an  essay  has 
been  given  to  it,  rather  with  a view  to  its  publication  than  to  the  contents  of  the 
volume.  I consider  it  to  be  more  properly  a report ; but  it  could  not,  for  obvious 
reasons,  be  published  and  sold  under  that  title.  “ An  Essay  upon  the  Origin  of 
Equitable  Jurisdiction,”  was  considered  a more  popular  and  saleable  title  than' 
“A  Report”  would  have  been.  The  committee  will  see  that  the  title  in  the 
order  for  printing  is  different  from  the  title  of  the  work  as  published. 

2658.  Now  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  is  among  the  most  competent  of  the  editors 
employed  by  the  board,  is  he  not? — I consider  him  to  be  so. 

2659.  not  one  part  of  the  qualifications  of  an  editor  accuracy,  and  an  under- 
standing of  the  publications  and  the  printing  of  the  works  ? — I consider  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  to  be  most  accurate. 

2660.  How  is  it  then)  that  the  printing  his  work  cost  nineteen  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  sixpence,  and  the  correcting  cost  twenty-three  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings ? — It  will  be  seen  that  the  work  was  put  in  type  as  early  as  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1832. 

2661.  Second  March  1832? — Soon  after  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  became 
involved  in  an  inquiry  respecting  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  publication 
called  “ Parliamentary  Writs;”  that  inquiry  took  up  the  greater  part  of  his  time; 
the  work  remained  in  type,  and  when  the  question  which  had  been  so  long  in 
discussion  was  settled,  he  found  himself  in  possession  of  materials  to  make  very 
considerable  additions  and  improvements  in  the  essay.  Those  additions  have 
been  made,  and  I believe,  from  the  statement  he  has  made  to  me,  that  it  was  the 
cause  of  the  very  heavy  expense  of  the  corrections,  compared  with  the  total  cost 
of  the  work. 

2662.  So  that  in  fact  the  history  of  the  work  has  been,  that  it  was  originally 
printed  in  a very  incomplete  form,  and  subsequently  a fresh  work  was  printed  <— 
Large  additions  were  made,  the  result  of  knowledge  or  materials  which  he  had 
subsequently  acquired  or  collected. 

2063.  Now  there  was  a proposal  for  the  erection  of  a general  record  office  and 
papers  relative  to  the  project  of  building  a record  office : were  these  the  works  of 
Mr.  Illingworth  ? — No. 

2664.  None  of  them? — He  states  in  his  evidence  he  furnished  the  idea  for 
the  first  work  : but  the  idea  that  the  rolls’  estate  would  be  a very  proper  spot  on 
which  to  erect  a general  record  office,  was  (I  believe)  derived  from  an  opinion  of 
the  late  Mr.  Kipling,  in  his  returns  to  the  select  committee  of  1800.  Mr.  Illing- 
worth in  1831  drew,  up  some  paper  relative  to  the  erection  of  a general  record  office 
on  the  rolls  estate,  which  paper  was  communicated  in  the  first  instance  (I  think) 
to  Sir  Jrhu  Leach,  and  by  my  desire  a copy  of  it  was  also  communicated  to  Lord 
Brougham.  The  paper  bears  no  resemblance  whatever  to  my  proposal  for  a 
general  record  office.  The  statement  relative  to  the  trustees’  fund  was  given  to 
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me  (I  believe)  by  Mr.  William  Brougham.  Throughout  that  work,  it  will  be  seen,  Charles  P.  Cooper, 

I that  I make  great  use  of  Mr.  Illingworth’s  observations ; but  he  is  not  at  all  Esq. 

justified  in  saying,  that  the  proposal  for  the  erection  of  a record  office  was  a 

I proposal  that  came  from  himself.  Elwood  the  quaker  might  just  as  well  say  that  37  APril  l836« 
he  was  the  author  of  Milton’s  “ Paradise  Found.” 

2665.  There  is  a work  which  I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to — a selection  from 
miscellaneous  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer : you  seemed 
to  have  some  doubt  in  a former  examination  about  the  existence  of  that  work  ? — 

No  ■ I knew  perfectly  well  what  work  was  alluded  to. 

2666.  Then  what  was  it  you  objected  to — the  title  of  it  ? — The  title.  It  will 
be  seen,  upon  referring  to  the  work  itself,  that  it  purports  to  be  an  appendix  to  the 
Agenda  of  the  board,  and  the  signatures  will  show  that  it  was  an  appendix  to  a 
volume  of  the  Agenda.  That  volume  contains  specimens  of  records.  It  was 
thought  inconvenient,  and  Mr.  Williams  Wynn  among  others  thought  so,  that  docu- 
ments of  that  description  should  be  introduced  among  the  Agenda;  because  it  swelled 
their  length,  and  often  obliged  commissioners  unnecessarily  to  read  what  was  not 
matter  of  discussion  before  the  board.  In  consequence,  it  was  determined  that 
documents  of  that  description  should  in  future  be  introduced  into  an  appendix, 
and  the  work  to  which  you  allude  was  intended  to  form  part  of  the  appendix  to 
the  Acta  or  Agenda.  I might  say  that  the  great  motive  for  undertaking  that 
work  was  to  enable  Mr.  Cole  to  gain  something  more  than  his  salary  of  150/. 
a year. 

2667.  Then  one  of  the  commissioners’  motives  for  undertaking  Ja  work  is  to 
give  a salary  to  the  person  who  superintends  it? — That  is  not  quite  a fair  state- 
ment; the  work  itself  is  one  which  I conceive  is  of  very  great  utility  to  the 
historical  inquirer.  It  affords  specimens  of  some  records,  the  nature  of  which  was 
very  little  known  before ; it  publishes  others  which  have  been  recently  discovered, 
and  which  throw  a very  great  light  upon  some  passages  in  our  history ; if  I 
recollect  right,  there  is  even  a Parliamentary  roll  among  the  collection.  Of  course 
the  advantage  to  the  public  was  the  paramount  object ; but  I have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  I was  very  glad  that  an  opportunity  did  occur  of  enabling  Mr.  Cole  to 
get  something  more  than  150/.  a year;  and  Mr.  Cole  knows  perfectly  well  that 
work  was  to  be  an  appendix  to  the  Agenda. 

266S.  In  the  work  called  the  Agenda  it  appears  the  primary  object  of  it  was  as 
notes  of  business  for  the  commissioners  ? — That  was  the  primary  object. 

2669.  It  appears  subsequently  you  put  into  it  a variety  of  communications, 
such  as  letters  in  Latin,  to  the  commission  and  to  yourself,  from  learned  persons 
and  municipal  authorities  abroad ; was  that  necessary  for  notes  of  business  ? — 

Certainly  not. 

2670.  Then  with  what  object  were  they  put  there  ? — I consider  them  not  only 
as  notes  for  proceedings,  but  as  notes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board.  As  to  the 
printing  of  these  letters,  my  principal  object  was  to  show  the  friendly  disposition 
encouraged  toward  this  country  by  the  presentation  of  its  public  works  to  foreign 
libraries.  I recollect  a letter  that  is  printed  from  the  United  Stages  of  America,  an  ex- 
ceedingly friendly  letter,  which  was  copied  afterward  into  most  of  the  newspapers. 

Such  was  my  design  in  printing  those  few  letters  which  are  contained  in  the 
Agenda;  few  only  were  printed,  though  we  have  received  hundreds  of  similar 
letters  : it  was  simply  to  show  the  kindly  feeling  which  the  presentation  of  those 
copies  had  caused  towards  this  country,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  represent  it  as  vanity 
upon  the  part  of  the  secretary. 

2671.  There  are  other  portions  of  the  work  which  seem  to  me  still  more  inexpli- 
cable how  they  found  their  way  into  the  Agenda  I mean  various  portions  of 
records  which  are  printed  there;  for  what  purpose  were  they  printed  in  the 
Agenda?  As  I stated  before,  I considered  the  Agenda  were  to  answer  two 
purposes;  first,  as  a directory  for  business  which  was  to  be  transacted,  and  in 
the  next  place,  as  a volume  which  might  be  in  the  nature  of  proceedings  of  the 
oaid,  almost  in  the  same  way  as  the  Archeeologia  contains  the  proceedings  of 
t e Antiquarian  Society,  or  the  Asiatic  Journal  those  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society. 

2072.  No,  the  illustration  is  not  a correct  one ; the  only  works  which  the  Asiatic 
ociety  publishes  are  publications  of  its  own  transactions,  the  whole  of  which, 
believe,  consist  of  essays  read  at  a meeting  of  the  board ; this  is  the  only  publi- 
cation which  the  society  gives,  and  the  objection  which  I suggest  to  this  is,  that 
a oard  which  publishes  works  of  a great  permanent  interest  publishes  one  parti- 
cu  ar  work,  in  which  it  mixes  up  matters  of  permanent  interest  with  the  mere  pro- 
°-33-  G G 3 ceedings 
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CkarUt  P.  Cooper,  ceedings  of  the  board,  which  can  have  no  interest  a year,  or,  perhaps,  a day  afte 
Esq.  they  took  place  ? — The  Agenda  of  the  board  certainly  bear  but  a small  proportion 

■ to  the  rest  of  the  volume  ; but,  of  the  latter,  if  it  had  not  been  printed  as  part  of 

27  April  1836.  Agenda,  considerable  portions  must  have  been  printed  as  specimens  ; because 
for  instance,  there  are  extracts  from  the  Memoranda  Rolls  and  the  Wardrob ' 
Books ; and  supposing  it  should  be  the  intention  of  the  commissioners  to  prim 
either  of  those  records,  it  would  be  necessary  previously  to  make  them  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  them,  which  could  be  done  only  by  specimens. 

2673.  But,  then,  the  difference  between  the  specimens  and  these  publications 
is,  that  of  the  specimens  they  would  print  a much  smaller  number,  would  thev 
not? — The  difference  in  the  expense  would  be  nothing,  because  whether  you 
print  250  copies  or  no,  it  is  the  same  thing ; there  is  little  or  no  difference 
of  cost  between  25  copies  and  250  copies. 

2674.  Has  not  the  result  of  this  been,  that  a portion  of  valuable  material 
extending  in  many  instances  much  beyond  what  could  be  justified  as  a mere  spe- 
cimen, is  now  to  be  found  only  in  a work  which  professes  to  be  the  record  of  the 
business  transacted  at  the  meeting  of  the  society,  and  in  which  they  are  not  pro- 
perly arranged,  or  would  not  be  looked  for  by  the  inquirer  : I fancied  from  the 
answer  you  made  before,  it  was  from  recognizing  some  such  fact  in  that  mode 
of  proceeding,  that  you  were  going  to  publish  this  appendix  ? — It  was  for  that 
reason,  and  from  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Williams  Wynn  and  some  other  commis- 
sioners. I only  wish  it  to  be  put  on  record,  that  I do  not  believe  the  public  has 
incurred  any  additional  expense.  I consider  that  if  we  had  printed  specimens  like 
the  former  specimens,  they  would  have  been  lost ; while  this  volume  exists  in  the 
different  libraries,  and  particularly  in  the  British  Museum  ; and  I am  told  that  no 
volume  is  more  called  for  in  the  Museum  than  that  book. 

2675.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  extracts  from  records  printed  in  the  Agenda, 
are  to  be  defined  as  specimens  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  commissioners?— 
Certainly  not ; yet  all  but  the  principal  or  the  most  expensive  are  so. 

2676.  What  kind  of  persons  were  employed  as  editors  of  the  extracts  printed 
in  the  Agenda? — I think  the  greater  part  of  them  are  done  by  Mr.  Cole. 

2677.  Did  you  ever  employ  Mr.  Thompson? — Mr.  Thompson  did  some  portion 
of  them  gratuitously;  but  I found  them  to  be  inaccurately  done. 

2678.  Did  you  intrust  Mr.  Cole  with  the  looking  over  those  portions  which 
had  been  edited  by  Mr.  Thompson  ? — I rather  think  I did. 

2679.  Bid  you  see  that  specimen  (handing  it  to  the  witness)  of  his  errors  of 
the  press  ? — Mr.  Thompson  I do  not  consider  so  capable  of  editing  a record  as 
Mr.  Cole  ; nor  do  I consider  Mr.  Cole  as  capable  as  most  of  the  other  gentlemen 
in  the  employ  of  the  board.  I could  produce  numerous  specimens  of  Mr.  Cole’s 
errata  if  necessary,  but  I consider  it  extremely  difficult  for  any  person  to  edit  a 
record  with  perfect  accuracy. 

2680.  Now,  then,  this  work,  this  selection  from  the  miscellaneous  records  is 
printed  without  any  preface  or  title-page  ? — That  is  an  incomplete  work. 

2681.  Has  not  a preface  been  printed? — Mr.  Cole,  of  his  own  authority,  has 
printed  a preface. 

2682.  Now,  when  the  preface  was  in  manuscript,  before  it  was  sent  to  the  press, 
was  it  not  seen  by  you  ? — It  was  seen  by  me  without  a title-page ; I have  got  a 
copy  of  the  preface  as  printed  with  the  title-page. 

2683.  Was  not  the  preface  sent  to  press  by  you? — Mr.  Cole  was  in  immediate 
communication  with  the  printer. 

2684.  Was  it  sent  to  press  with  your  knowledge  of  its  existence,  but  without 
your  sanction?— I should  say  Mr.  Cole  had  my  authority  either  express  or 
implied. 

2685.  Then,  how  can  you  say  that  Mr.  Cole  sent  this  preface,  upon  his  own 
responsibility  r — Mr.  Cole  has  produced  a title-page  and  a preface  to  that  work, 
and  made  the  volume  appear  to  be  a complete  work,  without  my  sanction  or 
authority ; the  preface  was  intended  to  be  suitable  only  to  an  appendix. 

268b.  Then  you  did  not  know  of  the  title-page? — No. 
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Veneris,  290  die  Aprilis , 1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Sir  William  Molesworth. 

Mr.  Hawes.  I Dr,  Bowring. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon.  i 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 


[The  Witness  produced  the  following  Documents ;] 

1.  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  His  Majesty’s 
Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  held  the  qth  of  March 
1833,  relative  to  the  Salary  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

2.  Treasury  Constitution  appointing  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  Keeper  of  the  Records 
of  the  Exchequer  at  the  Chapter-house,  15th  May  1834.  (Copy  of  a Treasury 
Minute,  dated  18th  April  1834,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  to  the  office  of  Keeper  of  Records  at  the  Chapter-house.) 

3.  Heading  of  Ministers’  Accounts. 

4.  Report  of  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Petit  on  the  work  carrying  on  at  the  Augmen- 

tation Office  and  Record  Office  in  the  Tower,  under  the  authority  of  the  Board 
February  19th,  1835.  ’ 

5.  Hints  prepared  by  Mr.  Allen  for  regulating  the  distribution  of  Works  pub- 
lished by  the  Board.  F 


Charles  P.  Cooper, 
Esq. 


29  April  1 836. 


2687.  Chairman.-]  WHEN  were  these  hints  prepared  ?-About  two  years  avo. 

2688.  Have  they  been  laid  before  the  board  ?— Yes,  and  acted  upon. 

2 O89.  I be  Committee  wish  to  ask  you  a few  more  questions  about  the  works 
You  said  with  respect  to  the  Extracts  from  Miscellaneous  Records,  which  is  now 

ShedrK^ed!  11,6  Seneral  reP°"’  ‘herc  WS  “ PrefaCe’  wWch  bas  be™ 

2690.  What  then  ? — It  was  not  worked  off. 

2691.  And  a title-page  printed  (without  your  authority?— I have  no  recollection 
of  giving  any  authority  for  the  printing  of  the  title-page;  and  I feel  convinced 
S*i lnevJ  d.,d  Slve  such  authority,  because  the  title-page  purports  to  be  a title- 

work  ; reas  the  selection  here,  as  the  signature  will  show 
was  intended  as  an  appendix  to  another  volume. 

title,1 6d;  3,1  aPPe"diX  Sh°“ld  W “ 
titlfv93'  ? ? pr;i"ta"  apPendi*  to  any  separate  volume,  that  ought  to  have  a 
^'Ume  "’°n,d  ha™  a ‘t-pege;  it  this  case  the  fitle-page  does 
hi  ' - j’A  a"  appendlx  t0  another  volume.  Therefore,  I could  never 
rate  work  ,Ze^  P™'1"8  °f  a title'page  *°  tbis  appendix*  as  if  il  ^ere  a sepa- 

260s'  TW?  y°U,  "?  ?0t  a copy  of  this  b00k  "dth  “'at  title-page?— I have, 
whether  ;tDa/0U-1f"d  that  °°Py  t0  Messrs.  Britton  & Brayley?— I do  not  know 
£ CO  e7d,a  rpage  = bat }.  rathf  thi”k  ™t-  I am  in  possession  of  two  oT 
2696  P if  ItVad  ‘lmk  '^at  “y  C°Py  lent  out  bad  ”<>t  the  title-page. 

Braylevfs  work^n  W .ha  , h0T  C0mes  “ that  in  a note  of  Britton  and 

“ Select r ,Wea‘mmeter  Palace,  there  is  to  be  found  quoted,  in  a note 
missionek”’’?— I1)! T TT  Racords  recently  printed  by  the  Record  Com- 

and  tb-rft  Mr  Pnl beheve,  ?^r*  ^rayle y has  been  m communication  with  Mr.  Cole, 

0 7?  C°le  §aVe  hlm  the  faci%  for  maki»g  searches  at  the  Augmentation 
' G G 4 Office. 
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Charles  P.  Cooper 
Esq. 


529  April  1836. 


Office.  If  it  turns  out  that  the  copy  so  lent  to  the  party  had  no  title-page,  ]\fr 
Cole  must  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Brayley  what  was  the  nature  of  the  volume* 

2697.  That  is  supposing  the  book  you  lent  to  Mr.  Brayley  had  not  got  that  title! 
page  ? — I will  not  say  whether  it  had  or  had  not ; but  I can  easily  ascertain  the 
fact  from  Mr.  Brayley.  The  title-page  was  never  worked  off ; it  was  shown  to 
me  by  the  printer,  as  having  been  put  in  type  by  Mr.  Cole,  for  the  work  could  not 
be  published  as  a separate  work.  I ought  to  state  that  if  the  work  had  not  the 
signature,  “ Appendix,”  to  it,  I should  have  been  much  disposed  to  recommend 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  several  times  made,  and  to  publish  it  as  a sepa- 
rate work.  The  difficulty  is,  that  it  purports  to  be  an  appendix  ; and  that  circum- 
stance prevents  the  publication  of  the  work. 

2698.  In  your  return  to  Parliament  you  describe  it  as  11  Selections  from  the 
Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the  Exche- 
quer”  ? — I have  so  described  it. 

2699.  But  there  is  the  title  given  to  it,  which  you  now  disclaim  ?—- Yes : but  I 
added  that  these  selections  were  intended  to  form  an  appendix  to  another  work. 
I consider  it  an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  the  signature  is  such  as  I have 
stated.  I think  it  ought  so  to  have  been  published  as  a separate  work. 

2700.  Are  not  the  names  of  the  editors  usually  put  in  the  margin? — Not  in  the 
margin,  but  in  the  title-page.  I think  that  was  seldom  the  usage  of  the  old  board; 
the  usage  of  the  new  board  is  to  put  the  names  of  editors  on  the  title-page;  and 
supposing  that  work  had  been  published  as  a separate  work,  I would  have  pro- 
posed to  the  board  that  Mr.  Cole’s  name  should  be  put  on  the  title-page. 

2701.  It  seems  a work  of  magnitude,  and  if  there  was  any  credit  or  responsi- 
bility, Mr.  Cole  ought  to  have  had  it? — Undoubtedly;  it  would  not  have  been 
concealed  from  the  board  and  the  public,  whether  his  name  were  in  the  title-page 
or  not ; but  it  could  not  appear  in  the  title-page  of  an  appendix  to  another  work. 
There  can  be  no  disposition,  on  the  part  of  either  the  board  or  myself,  so  far  as  I 
had  any  influence  at  the  board,  to  deprive  Mr.  Cole  of  the  honour  of  the  selection 
or  editorship  of  these  records. 

2702.  What  price  did  you  pay  Mr.  Cole  for  editing  this  work? — I forget  the 
rate  of  remuneration,  but  it  was  less  than  the  rate  of  remuneration  paid  to  other 
editors. 

2703.  Was  it  one  guinea  per  sheet? — I think  it  was. 

2704.  Was  the  whole  cost  of  editorship  more  than  1 00  guineas  ?— I think 
it  was. 

2705.  For  some  octavo  volumes  containing  less  matter  you  paid  150/.— That 
may  be. 

2706.  Why  was  the  difference  made  in  payment  ? — Because  it  was  not  considered 
that  Mr.  Cole’s  literary  character  and  reputation  were  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  the 
highest  rate  of  remuneration.  He  was  considered  capable  of  collating  a record, 
accurately,  but  not  of  editing  an  independent  work. 

2707.  How  do  you  mean  “ not  capable  of  editing  an  independent  work?”  Were 
the  materials  submitted  to  any  one  before  they  were  printed  ? — Mr.  Cole  selected 
them,  and  generally  consulted  me  as  to  what  he  should  print  and  transcribe.  I do 
not  recollect  any  occasion  where  I had  not  to  approve  of  Mr.  Cole’s  selection ; but 
I doubt  very  much,  with  great  respect  to  his  abilities  and  learning,  I doubt  very 
much  whether  he  would  be  able  to  edit  such  a work  as  the  Pipe  Roll  or  the  Privy 
Council  books.  I think  him  capable  of  collating  records  and  editing  them. 

2708.  How  long  has  this  appendix  been  completed  ? — A year,  at  least. 

2709.  Why  was  it  not  published  till  now  ? — It  never  has  been  published. 

2710.  That  is  because  it  is  waiting  for  the  general  report? — The  reason  is,  that 
it  is  discontinued  as  an  appendix. 

2711.  Then  it  is  waiting  for  the  work  to  which  it  is  an  appendix  ?— My  proposal 
to  the  board  would  be  to  append  it  to  the  Acta  or  Proceedings  of  the  board ; that 
was  my  intention,  the  Agenda  having  been  discontinued. 

2712.  Does  is  not  appear  that  you  have  got  into  a very  curious  state  jf  things . 
Here  is  a work,  specifically  a collation  of  the  records  as  any  other  wirk  you 
have  published  5 it  is  not  meant  to  be  said  of  the  same  value  or  importancr  \ lt; 
no  more  connexion,  as  far  as  can  be  made  out  after  all  this  examination,  Mth  the 
Agenda  than  any  other  work  you  have  been  publishing;  now  it  is  to  appeJras 
appendix  to  a work,  to  which  no  one  can  perceive  it  has  any  connexion ; in 

conseq  ence 
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consequence  of  such  arrangement,  you  are  obliged  to  print  it  without  a title-page, 
and  without  the  name  of  a responsible  editor,  and  to  keep  it  waiting  the  appearance 
of  a work  of  which  the  speedy  publication  is  not  probable? — I feel  the  force  of  that 
observation ; but,  as  I explained  the  other  day,  the  kind  of  operation  which  is  carried 
on  by  the  board  renders  it  requisite  from  time  to  time  that  specimens  of  the  records 
in  particular  offices  should  be  printed.  If  the  Committee  were  to  examine  the 
bills  of  the  King’s  printers,  they  would  find  very  considerable  charges  from  time 
to  time  for  reports  and  other  documents  printed  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  other 
persons. 

2713.  The  Committee  understand  this  observation  to  apply  to  the  specimens  in 
the  Agenda? — I consider  that  Mr.  Cole  was  making  a collection  of  records,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  either  of  an  extremely  interesting  kind,  or  of  a kind  never 
before  published  ; and  the  work  was  intended  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  board 
and  of  the  public  to  the  great  mass  of  records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
Office. 

2714.  You  have  a Parliament  roll  in  it;  was  that  printed  as  a specimen? — 
No ; that  was  printed  from  the  last  motive  I have  stated,  to  convince  the  board  (for 
the  commissioners  have  not  always  been  unanimous  on  every  subject)  of  the  great 
importance  of  those  operations  which  were  carried  on  in  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s Office,  the  direction  of  which  was  principally  confided  to  Mr.  Cole. 
There  was  an  apprehension  that  those  documents  did  not  possess  the  importance 
attached  to  them  by  Mr.  Cole ; my  instructions  to  him  were,  “ find  the  most 
curious  of  them,  and  I think  they  will  convince  every  member  of  the  board  that 
your  views  are  correct.”  Some  of  the  documents  printed  in  the  Agenda  are  docu* 
ments  of  that  description  ; they  were  printed  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention 
to  the  very  curious  nature  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  records.  The  Committee 
will  recollect  that  the  operation  was  a new  one,  and  that,  as  the  board  had  been 
in  existence  more  than  30  years  before  Mr.  Cole  entered  on  these  labours,  some 
doubt  might  exist  in  the  minds  of  the  old  members  of  that  board  whether  it  were 
proper  to  expend  an  increased  sum  of  money  on  these  records. 

2715.  How  will  that  be  any  explanation  of  the  publication  of  this  work  appear- 

ing as^  an  appendix  to  a work  with  which  it  has  no  connexion;  the  evil  seems  as 
great?— I can  only  answer  that  question  by  stating  the  reasons  which  operated 
upon  the  board  at  the  time:  those  reasons  may  or  may  not  be  satisfactory;  but 
I can  only  state  my  belief  that,  according  to  the  instructions  which  I had  received 
from  the  board,  and  according  to  the  general  understanding  of  the  parties  and  of 
the  boards  for  the  last  30  years,  it  was  competent  for  us  to  print  specimens  of 
records  for  the  use  of  the  board.  The  specimens  would  have  been  lost  unless  they 
had  been  united  in  such  a volume  as  that.  J 

2716.  Have  they  appeared  before  the  board  as  specimens;  all  that  are  con- 
tained in  that  volume?— All  that  are  contained  in  that  volume  have  been  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  board,  and  have  been  inspected  by  them  at 
different  times. 


2717.  Inspected  by  them  in  the  sheets  ? — Yes. 

271 S.  The  Committee  cannot  understand  you:  were  the  specimens  not  seen  by 
the  persons  whose  judgment  they  were  intended  to  guide?— I consider  that 
Tolume  is  the  cause  and  the  justification  of  all  the  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place  with  reference  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  records. 

2719.  If  a commissioner  states  that  he  knows  nothing  of  the  book  at  all  • that 
except  by  accident  he  was  not  aware  of  its  existence ; how  comes  it  that  he  has  not 
Jiatl  those  opportunities  of  seeing  what  must  have  been  so  important  for  him  to 
aee  /— i cannot  answer  for  what  any  commissioner  may  have  said. 

2720.  The  commissioners  had,  all  of  them,  the  specimens  laid  before  them  while 
it  was  going  on  ?— The  commissioners,  of  course,  according  to  their  greater  or  less 
aegree  of  attendance  at  the  board,  and  according  to  the  interest  which  they  mav 
mve  taken  in  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  and  of  their  good  or  bad  memory 
Hiffi  "n Proceedl“§s>  lmve  a different  knowledge  of  our  transactions.  It  is 
TT  ior  any  commissioner  to  bear  in  mind  all  that  is  in  our  commission  books  ■ 

oaa  forgotten  a great  part  of  it  until  the  Committee  compelled  me  to  brush  aa 
ra)  memory.  r 

2721.  Y°u  can  generally  say  that  there  have  been  submitted  to  the  members  of 
■e  Hoard  specimens  of  the  work  that  was  doing  under  their  auspices  ?— The  work 

'33'  H H has 
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1 has  been  the  frequent  subject  of  conversation  at  the  board,  and  has  been  mentioned 
by  me  as  thejustification  of  the  increased  expenditure  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  department. 

2722.  Are  the  records  kept  so  carelessly  that  when  they  have  specimens  of  the 
work  printed  they  rely  merely  on  the  mention  of  them  to  you  ? — I ought  not  to 
answer  that  question. 

2723.  You  are  making,  you  see,  a great  charge  of  carelessness  against  the 
board  ? — I consider  that  all  those  who  have  attended  the  board  have  performed 
their  duty. 

2723*.  The  Committee  wish  to  know  whether,  the  work  being,  as  you  say,  speck 
mens,  whether  they  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  P — All  the  commissioners 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  every  work  that  is  proceeding. 

2724.  What  was  the  opportunity  that  was  afforded  ? — The  opportunity  was 
afforded  by  the  liberty  which  any  commissioner  had  of  asking  for  the  production 
of  any  papers,  documents,  or  books. 

2725.  But  looking  with  reference  to  the  specimens  printed  in  the  Agenda  is 
not  the  Agenda  sent  to  every  member  of  the  board  ; therefore  they  get  the  speci- 
mens with  the  Agenda? — Yes  ; but  sometimes  the  supplemental  Agenda,  contain- 
ing the  specimens,  were  formed  after  the  meeting  of  the  board. 

2726.  The  specimens  on  which  they  had  decided? — No  decision  had  taken  place. 

2727.  They  got  the  specimens  ? — Yes. 

2728.  Have  they,  in  the  same  manner,  got  the  specimens  contained  in  this 
work  ? — Decidedly  not;  the  work  is  one  continued  work;  they  could  not  get  the 
specimens  till  they  got  the  Acta  or  the  Agenda  that  were  to  precede  them. 

2729.  There  are  three  works  here  which  appear  to  be  translations  of  the  com- 
mission into  French,  German  and  Portuguese ; were  those  works  published  by  the 
authority  of  the  commission  ? — They  are  done  under  the  general  authority  which 
the  persons  abroad  had  to  further  the  objects  of  the  commission. 

2730.  With  what  object  were  those  works  published? — For  the  purpose  of 
making  it  known  in  France,  Germany  and  Portugal,  that  the  commissioners  were 
desirous  of  collecting  materials  for  the  Fcedera,  and  for  the  History  of  Britain;  from 
those  countries  we  have  made  a large  collection  of  transcripts  relating  to  the  early 
history  of  England. 

273 1 . The  next  work  was  the  Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum  ?-r-That  was  printed 
originally  as  part  of  the  Agenda. 

2732.  In  folio? — Yes;  the  Agenda  contain  a fac-simile  of  a MS.  of  the  Modus 
Tenendi  Parliamentum,  at  Paris.  I printed  it  on  the  statement  of  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  that  it  never  had  been  printed.  I afterwards  discovered,  before  it  was 
worked  off,  that  it  had  been  printed  in  D’Achery’s  Spicilegium,  a work  very  little 
known  in  this  country.  I did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  print  it  in  the  Agenda; 
but,  the  expense  having  been  incurred,  I.  thought  it  well,  before  the  type  was 
broken  up,  to  have  250  copies  worked  off  in  an  octavo  form. 

2733.  Are  there  not  two  manuscript  copies  of  it  in  the  British  Museum?— 
More  than  that;  there  are  manuscript  copies  in  many  of  the  public  libraries; 
there  are  several  in  the  French  libraries,  and  one  at  Petersburgh. 


2734.  It  seems  to  be  a work  pretty  well  known  ; it  is  mentioned  in  Reed’s 
preface  to  Chaucer  ? — It  is  a curious  and  valuable  tract.  The  Irish  Modus 
Tenendi  Parliamentum  has  been  printed  ; but  the  English  one  has  never  been 
published  here.  It  will  be  seen, in  one  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  reports,  that  one 
of  the  proposals  was  to  print  this  Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum. 

12735.  It  appears  to  have  been  printed  in  D’Achery’s  work? — Yes,  from  a 
foreign  manuscript. 

2736.  From  what  manuscript  is  this  work  printed? — At  this  moment  I do  not 
recollect ; I think  it  was  from  the  manuscript  of  Paris. 

2737.  What  is  the  value  of  it  ? — As  showing  the  ancient  proceedings  of  our  Par- 
liaments. It  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  Conquest.  You 
will  find,  about  it  in  Lord  Coke’s  Institutes. 

2738.  It  is  considered  now  to  be  fictitious,  is  it  not? — It  is  considered  now  to 
belong  to  the  time  of  Edward  the  2d.  Its  age  has  been  contested  between  our 
antiquaries ; and  several  pieces  have  been  written  upon  the  subject,  though  the  work 
itself  has  never  before  been  printed.  The  other  pamphlets  that  have  been  men- 
tioned could  not  have  cost  20  s.  printing. 

2739.  Which 
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2739-  Which  ? — The  German  one. 

2-40.  The  next  work  is  the  “ Ancient  Calendars  and  Inventories  of  the  Treasury, 
vol  I- ; the  like,  vol.  II. ; and  the  like,  vol.  III. what  is  this  work  ? — The  work,  as 
I apprehend,  is  correctly  described  in  the  title-page. 

2-41.  It  is  an  ancient  calendar  of  documents  in  the  Chapter  House? — Yes. 

2742.  Is  it  of  any  particular  utility  at  this  moment? — I am  not  precisely 
aware;  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  is  the  editor,  and  I would  suggest  to  the  Committee 
that  it  would  be  better  to  examine  him  upon  these  three  volumes. 

2743.  You  are  not  aware  yourself  of  its  having  any  utility  as  a calendar  to 
the  records  at  present  ? — Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  the  Committee  are  probably  aware, 
carries  on  his  operations  under  the  direction  of  a committee.  Lord  Canterbury, 
the  former  Speaker,  was  an  active  member.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  reports  his 
proposed  operations  to  that  committee.  Mr.  Protheroe  is  a member  of  that  com- 
mittee, also  Mr.  Wynn  and  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet  and  Mr.  William 
Bruce. 

2744.  Do  you  know  the  expense  of  such  a work  ? — I cannot  state  it  from  my 
recollection ; I have  not  before  me  the  King’s  printer’s  bills. 

2745.  Must  it  not  bear  a large  proportion  to  that  of  other  works  of  the  same 
size,  from  the  quantity  of  wood-cuts ; that  must  add  to  the  expense  of  printing 
a good  deal  ? — Wood-cuts  must,  of  course,  increase  the  expense  of  printing. 
I believe  the  volumes  to  be  very  curious  ones  ; and  I think,  as  far  as  I have  looked 
into  them,  well  worthy  of  publication  ; but  I have  not  read  the  whole  of  them. 

2746.  Now'  “ Specimens  of  Catalogues,”  apparently,  I should  think,  in  the  Aug- 
mentation Office,  is  it  not  ? — Of  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  and  in  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

2747.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  words,  “ specimens  of  catalogues  ” ? — It 
was  originally  intended  that  the  catalogues  themselves  should  be  edited  and  printed 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Cole  ; and  I think  in  a former  part  of  my  examination 
I have  stated  that  there  was  an  order  of  the  board  made  on  the  production  of  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Cole,  that  these  tw-o  calendars  should  be  compiled  and  printed.  The 
Committee  is  aware  that  in  the  month  of  August  last,  a short  time  before  notice  of 
motion  was  given  for  this  Committee,  these  works  were  suspended,  and  they  have 
continued  suspended  ever  since;  and  my  belief  is  that  the  present  board  will  never 
direct  their  continuance,  but  will,  as  I have  described  in  the  return  to  Parliament, 
simply  publish  the  catalogues  as  specimens. 

2748.  Then  you  published  these  as  specimens  of  a work  with  which  you  do  not 
intend  to  proceed? — Ihey  will  not  be  sold  as  specimens,  but  published  in  order 
that  they  may  not  be  lost.  I do  not  know  what  the  board  will  do,  but  that 
is  the  course  which  I should  advise  the  board  to  take.  I do  not  think  it  pro- 
bable that  the  board,  if  it  continues  to  exist,  would  direct  the  publication  of  these 
identical  calendars. 

2749.  Why  would  it  not  ? — I would  rather  that  the  Committee  should  not  press 
me  to  answer  that  question. 

275°-  The  Committee  wish  particularly  to  press  you ; this  is  an  important  matter, 
you  see?— You  find  in  no  part  of  my  evidence  in  this  respect,  that  which  would 
lead  you  to  suppose  so;  if  anything  was  said  in  the  course  of  conversation,  I have 
expunged  it  from  my  evidence. 

2751-  But  it  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  items  in  the  whole 
catalogue  of  works  printed  by  the  commission  ; first,  why  you  print  catalogues  at 
all,  instead  of  keeping  them  in  manuscript,  is  difficult  to  make  out ; and,  secondly, 
why  you  should  print  specimens  of  a work  you  do  not  mean  to  go  on  with  ?— 

ith  regard  to  the  first,  I must  say  that  this  Committee  differs  from  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  year  1800,  and  from  the 
opinions  of  all  those  persons  who  have  been  connected  with  the  Record  Board 
tram  18°°  to  the  present  time;  that  is,  to  the  sufficiency  of  a catalogue  placed  in 
the  office.  I have  no  doubt  whatever  that  a catalogue  of  this  description,  to  be 
geneially  useful  (it  is  not  like  a mere  index  to  enable  the  keeper  to  refer  to 
TuSVSll°u!d  PuB^she(L  But  with  regard  to  the  reason  why  the  board 
s ou  d discontinue  the  publication  of  these  catalogues,  which  I stated  w’ere  not 
ouginally  intended  as  specimens,  I am  compelled  to  say  that  some  other  persons 
siould  be  examined  who  are  conversant  with  matters  of  this  description. 

2752.  The  Committee  would  rather  you  w ould  tell  them  ? — The  cause  is  their 
11  H 2 inaccuracy ; 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  inaccuracy;  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  catalogues  are  inaccurate,  and  not 
Es1-  worthy  of  publication. 

6 27 53.  Still  you  print  a specimen?— It  is  entitled  a “Specimen”  now,  by 

29  Prl  1 3 • reason  that  we  cannot  proceed  further  with  it. 

2754.  Then  you  are  giving  the  world  a specimen  of  a work  you  cannot  do ? 

It  often  happens  you  undertake  a work  with  which  you  afterwards  become  dissa- 
tisfied. The  question  is,  shall  that  be  thrown  away,  or  shall  the  money  be  lost? 
Many  an  author  commences  a work  with  a resolution  of  finishing  it ; not  beirw 
able  to  finish  it,  he  says  “ I will  not  lose  my  time  and  money  altogether,  but  I wijj 
give  to  the  antiquarian  a specimen  of  what  may  be  done.” 

2755.  What  may  be  done  badly  ? — Yes,  if  you  like. 

2756.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  is  the  way  the  Record  Commission  proceeds? 
— 1 do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Record  Commission  proceeds  in  that  way. 

2757.  The  Record  Commission  having  done  a good  deal  of  work,  finds  out  that 
it  is  badly  done,  and  that  it  is  work  which  ought  not  to  be  continued  in  the  same 
manner,  the  whole  mode  of  proceeding  being  bad ; instead  of  doing  what  other 
persons  would  do,  utterly  effacing  all  vestige  of  a work  of  which  it  has  reason  to  be 
ashamed,  it  goes  to  the  further  expense  and  trouble  of  printing  and  publishing  it? 
— There  is  not  a farthing  of  further  expense. 

2758.  Is  there  no  allowance  to  the  bookseller  for  publication  ? — There  is  no 
allowance  to  the  bookseller. 

2759.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  The  cost  of  the  paper  which  you  use  ? — The  sheets 
are  worked  off. 

2760.  Mr.  C.  Buller.]  Shall  you  send  it  to  the  public  libraries? — It  may  go 
with  another  volume ; and  if  the  Committee  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  into 
any  increase  of  expense  by  the  additional  weight  of  a parcel  containing  a few  fly 
leaves  of  paper,  we  will  endeavour  to  make  a calculation. 

2761.  According  to  your  own  account  you  should  have  expended  a good  deal 
more  in  preventing  its  being  seen  by  anybody  ? — My  answer  to  that  question  is 
this,  that  I believe,  from  the  nature  of  the  publications  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
board  to  produce,  it  is  almost  impossible  ever  to  produce  a work  as  accurate  as  an 
edition  of  a classic.  We  all  know  that  the  modern  editions  are  more  accurate  than 
the  ancient ; and  the  repeated  editions  of  a work  published'by  the  Record  Com- 
mission would  enable  us  to  approach  to  perfection. 

2762.  This  is  not  a matter  of  the  mere  character  of  printing  : here  is  a work 
the  whole  merit  of  which  depends  on  the  plan,  and  it  is  done,  according  to  your 
account,  on  a bad  plan  ; you  publish  this  to  the  world  as  a specimen  of  the  work 
of  the  commission  ; at  any  rate  you  go  on  to  circulate  it  when  you  have  found  out 
its  defects  ? — My  reply  is,  that  it  never  has  been  published  ; there  has  been  no 
circulation.  The  return  to  Parliament  merely  states  an  intention,  as  the  secretary 
conceived  there  might  be,  supposing  the  work  was  discontinued,  of  simply  present- 
ing it  as  a specimen. 

2763.  It  seems  the  return  to  Parliament  is  inaccurate? — It  may  be  inaccurate, 
supposing  the  board  should  come  to  the  decision  of  not  publishing  the  sheets  as 
specimens ; they  were  laid  before  the  board  as  specimens,  and  the  board  directed 
that  the  work  should  proceed. 

2764.  Did  you  print  ofF  seven  sheets  of  this? — I do  not  know  how  many  sheets 
there  are  altogether,  but  I take  it  there  are  very  few  consecutive  sheets. 

2765.  Are  there  not  eight  consecutive  sheets? — I am  not  aware  ; there  is  a dif- 
ferent heading  almost  to  each  sheet ; I may  be  wrong ; now  these  are  consecutive 
sheets,  but  I thought  they  were  in  the  nature  of  specimens ; that  might  have  mis- 
led me  in  making  my  return  to  Parliament : they  were  laid  before  the  board  as 
specimens,  and,  as  I before  stated,  there  was  an  order  made  that  the  work  should 
proceed,  and  it  was  approved  of  by  the  board. 

2766.  Now,  do  you  generally  print  off  seven  or  eight  sheets  of  a work  before 
you  inquire  as  to  the  plan  on  which  it  is  done,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  being 
done  ? — The  plan  was  approved  by  the  hoax’d.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  board 
should  accurately  examine  every  one  of  the  lines. 

2767.  Who  is  there  to  inspect  the  accuracy  of  works  going  on  by  the  board? 
The  board  can  do  no  more  than  the  bookseller.  If  I want  a man  to  edit  jEschylus, 
and  cannot  find  a better  man  than  Professor  Gaisford  ; he  may  be  very  negligent  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  the  work  may  be  badly  edited. 

2768.  Now,  no  publisher  would  ever  succeed  in  the  world  who  managed  his 
business  in  that  way,  allowing  eight  sheets  of  iEschylus  to  be  published,  and  then 

taking 
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taking  the  trouble  to  see  if  it  is  accurately  done  ? — It  is  impossible  until  a number  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
of  sheets  are  worked  off ; generally  the  volume  itself  appears  before  the  publisher  Es1- 

finds  out  that  he  has  committed  an  error  in  his  choice  of  an  editor.  * 

2769.  You  are  taking  the  instance  of  a publisher  without  a classical  education,  29  April  l836, 
as  to  what  he  might  leave  to  the  editor  : here  is  a board  originating  the  execution 

of  a new  work ; is  it  not  the  duty  of  that  board  to  see  the  work  is  proceeding  on  a 
oood  principle? — I apprehend  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords, 
when  they  projected  Doomsday  Book 

2770.  The  House  of  Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords,  every  one  will 
acknowledge  to  be  very  unfit  bodies  for  publishing  works,  and  no  human  being 
would  trust  them  with  editing  works  ; but  explain  how  it  was  that  the  work  went 
on  to  the  eighth  sheet,  without  not  merely  the  inaccuracies  of  printing  being  dis- 
covered, but  the  defect  in  the  arrangement? — I have  not  alleged  any  defects  in  the 
arrangement ; I stated  that  it  had  been  discovered  to  be  inaccurate. 

2771.  You  stated  the  plan  was  bad? — Some  persons  have  cast  a little  doubt 
upon  the  plan,  but  I do  not  think  there  is  much  in  that  objection. 

2772.  Take  the  mere  inaccuracy ; could  not  that  have  been  found  out  in  a single 
sheet  ?— I apprehend  the  Committee  will  hardly  expect  that  the  Record  Board 
should  itself  examine  into  the  accuracy  of  any  work  by  collating  it  with  the  records; 
it  being  notorious  that  there  is  not  a single  member  of  the  Record  Board,  at  least 
I have  no  reason  to  think  so  (I  can  speak  for  the  secretary),  who  could  accurately 
decipher  the  ancient  rolls  of  the  Tower. 


2773.  Now,  did  you  not  see  the  first  specimens  of  the  work? — I saw  the  spe- 
cimens which  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  board.  I laid  them  on  the  table, 
and  drew  the  attention  of  the  board  to  them  ; and  I strongly  recommended  the 
board  to  publish  the  calendars. 

2774.  Did  you  not  speak  of  them  in  terms  of  praise  ? — Decidedly,  and  repeat- 
edly since,  until  October  last,  when  I was  informed  there  were  inaccuracies,  not  in 
the  plan,  but  in  the  language  and  execution. 

2775.  What  kind  of  inaccuracies  ? — Verbal  inaccuracies,  which  showed  an 
ignorance  of  the  names  of  persons  and  places.  Some  such  inaccuracies  generally 
occur  in  the  publications  of  the  Record  Board,  and  always  may  occur. 

2776-  On  the  3d  of  June  1835  you  state,  in  a note  to  Mr.  Cole,  ei  I have  care- 
fully examined  specimens  of  the  ancient  records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
Office,  but  before  I give  orders  to,”  &c.  Now,  it  would  appear  from  that,  that 
this  inaccurate  specimen  of  a catalogue,  of  which  the  defect  was  so  great  that 

when  you  got  to  the  extent  of  eight  sheets  you  stopped  it ?— That  was  not 

the  reason  for  stopping  it. 

2777.  Well,  then,  it  was  so  inaccurate  that  you  could  not  go  on  with  it.  Now 
it  appears  that  there  had  been  another  and  careful  examination,  and  that  it  was 
actually  to  be  sent  to  press? — The  Committee  very  much  misunderstands  me 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  I accepted  the  office  of  secretary,  if  it  is  sup- 
poses that  I ever  held  out  that  I myself  possessed  any  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
records.  I believe  it  was  the  circumstance  that  I did  not  possess  a knowledge  of 
the  ancient  records  that  induced  the  board  to  force  upon  me  (for  Lord  Brougham 
lorced  upon  me)  the  office  of  secretary,  rather  than  upon  a record  man  ; f was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  zeal  of  those  lovers  of  ancient  records. 

2778.  The  Committee  are  alluding  to  this  calendar  ? — I was  gom*  to  state  it 
was  quite  out  of  my  power  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  calendar,  by  collation 
of  any  passages  of  it  with  the  original  records.  I liked  the  plan,  and  do  not  find 

. , Wlth  it;  there  are  one  or  two  verbal  inaccuracies,  the  nature  of  which  I cer- 
tainly understand. 


the2Idi?™Y fh'f CoIe  Hie  least  extensive  literary  reputation  of 
be  amount  if  ^ ““a’6/  P™POTt>™  of  reputation  in  his  case, ‘if  estimated  by 

“ 1' gt'”eaSt  Pn  d f°l  edlt?rsh,P’  must  been  considerable,  and  that 
course  fn,  ? 7 6 under,aken  to  edit,  would  it  not  have  been  the 

Smwtent  ,p  Hde“5  man  “ y0Ur  Sltuatl011’  t0  submit  the  first  specimen  to  persons 
St'10  declde  ™ lts  accuracy  r-I  show  the  specimens  only  as  to  the 
on  the  .u 1 11  BSa#&  me  tlat  11  was  necessai7  to  do  more  than  take  an  opinion 
sunn, 11 1,"  5 a C°  e lavln8  Deen  so  >0»g  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  and  being 

supposed  to  be  an  accurate  transcriber  and  collator  of  records. 

7 o.  It  seems  you  had  some  strong  instances  in  this  Commission  of  the 
H H 3 inaccuracy 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  inaccuracy  of  editors,  who  had  been  a very  long  time  in  the  employ  of  the  board? 
aq‘  — I can  speak  to  nothing  of  what  happened  before  I was  appointed  secretary. 

29  April  1 836.  278 1.  For  instance,  you  mentioned  the  other  day  the  names  of  Devon  and 

Webster? — Mr.  Charles  Devon?  I am  not  aware  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
former  board. 

2782.  You  see,  up  to  this  time,  Mr.  Cole  had  the  reputation  of  beino-ave_ 
accurate  transcriber,  and  you  considered  him  so  competent  a person,  that  xl 
did  not  even  take  an  opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  execution ; when  and 
by  whom  did  you  get  knowledge  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  execution? — I should 
state,  before  I answer  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  that  it  never  entered  into 
my  head  to  call  in  any  person  to  pass  a judgment  on  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Cole’s 
transcription  ; I then  supposed  that  no  person  was  more  accurate  in  that  line.  But 
with  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  Mr.  Hunter  first  of  all  told  me  that 
there  were  inaccuracies  in  the  catalogue. 

2783.  When  ? — I think  it  was  either  in  September  or  October.  Mr.  Hunter 
will  in  all  probability  be  able  to  answer  that. 

2784.  Did  Mr.  Hunter  point  out  to  you  the  inaccuracies? — He  pointed  out 
several  of  them.  I have  a paper  on  the  subject  of  the  inaccuracies,  but  I would 
rather  not  refer  to  it  myself. 

2785.  On  this  report  of  Mr.  Hunter,  you  immediately  suspected  Mr.  Cole 
must  have  been  wrong,  in  spite  of  what  you  formerly  thought  of  him,  and  that  the 
work  should  be  suspended  ? — The  work  had  been  previously  suspended ; the  sheets 
were  produced  by  way  of  specimen,  and  I perhaps  may  have  been  inaccurate  in  my 
return  to  Parliament  in  describing  them  as  “ specimens,”  for  the  sheets  were 
actually  worked  off;  at  least  there  are  more  sheets  worked  off  than  were  absolutely 
necessary  for  specimens. 

2786.  Did  yon  show  these  to  Mr.  Hardy  or  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  or  any  other 

persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  as  specimens  approved  of  by  the  board  ? 

As  the  work  was  suspended,  and  as  there  has  been  no  question  lately  as  to  resum- 
ing the  work,  I have  taken  no  other  opinion  on  them,  except  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Hunter. 

2787.  Did  you  never  show  them  to  Mr.  Hardy  or  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  speaking 
of  them  in  terms  of  approbation  ? — I think  it  very  likely ; I feel  almost  confident 
I did  to  Mr.  Stevenson ; I spoke  of  them  in  terms  of  high  eulogy,  and  very  pro- 
bably to  Mr.  Hardy  ; I thought  them  works  likely  to  do  great  credit  to  the  board. 

I so  spoke  of  them  to  Mr.  Cole. 

2788.  It  seems,  from  your  own  account,  that  you  have  somewhat  altered  the 
high  opinion  you  had  of  that  individual,  and  of  which  you  had  given  such 
substantial  and  repeated  proofs? — I have  not  altered  my  opinion;  I do  not  judge 
of  the  facts.  I should  be  sorry  to  condemn  the  calendar  merely  on  account  of  one 
or  two  inaccuracies  of  which  I may  judge  myself:  of  the  other  inaccuracies  I can- 
not judge  ; I have  not  made  a collation  of  them,  nor  am  I capable  of  doing  so. 

2789.  Yet  you  state  to  the  board  that  that  was  the  cause  of  your  not  wishing  to 
go  on  with  them? — If  those  inaccuracies'  exist,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  commission 
to  decline  going  on  with  the  calendar. 

2790.  If  you  are  not  sure  of  the  existence  of  those  inaccuracies,  you  would  not 
give  to  the  Committee  a judgment  which  must  be  injurious  to  the  editor ? — 

I stated  my  great  unwillingness  to  answer  these  questions,  but  the  Committee  has 
forced  me  to  answer  them. 

2791.  Why  did  you  not  state  then,  at  first,  that  you  had  this  good  opinion  of 
Mr.  Cole’s  accuracy,  and  that  only  one  person  (however  competent),  namely, 
Mr.  Hunter,  had  expressed  a contrary  opinion?  for  it  seems  that  is  all  it  amounts 
to ; it  hardly  seems  to  be  your  own  decided  opinion  that  the  works  are  inaccurate 
to  any  extent  ? — My  opinion  is  formed  from  those  two  or  three  instances  that  the 
catalogues  are  incorrect,  for  they  are  instances  of  which  I can  judge  for  myself. 
It  may  be  probable  that  those  inaccuracies  may  have  arisen  from  some  pardonable 
oversight.  I am  not  aware  that  the  latter  part  of  my  examination  is  inconsistent 
with  the  former.  I know  in  my  own  mind  that  it  is  not  inconsistent.  I only 
mean  to  state,  that  my  judgment  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  calendar  is  founded  on 
two  or  three  instances  of  which  I can  judge,  and  in  a paper  which  has  been  given 
to  me  by  Mr.  Hunter,  are  instances  which  I will  not  pretend  to  decide  upon. 

2792.  The  next  work  to  which  the  Committee  beg  your  attention  is  “The 
Liberate  Rolls,  the  Charter  Rolls  and  the  Gascon  Rolls  ; ” these  are  edited  by  Mr. 
Hardy,  and,  as  you  say,  conferred  such  glory  on  Parliament;  these  are  the  first  works 

which 

I 
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which  the  commission  have  suspended  ? — The  prosecution  of  those  works  was  sus-  Charles  P.  Cooper 
pended  last  August,  for  reasons  which  I have  already  stated.  ^ Esq- 

2703-  The  next  work  is  “ Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain;”  the  Com-  ^ 7 

niittee  wish  to  ask  you  one  question  on  that:  is  it  suspended  ? — Yes  ; and,  in  fact,  29  Anl  l8s6' 

after  a communication  with  the  Treasury,  the  editorship  has  been  taken  away  from 
Mr.  Petrie. 

2794.  “ Observations  on  the  Calendar  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery”  ? — That 
is  a pamphlet. 

2795.  This  work  is  printed  with  your  name  in  the  prefatory  letter ; is  it  by  your- 
self?— It  is  not. 

2796.  By  whom  is  it? — I was  requested  by  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Brougham  to  draw  up  observations,  principally  on  the  Parliamentary  Writs; 
and  I stated  my  inability  to  do  more  than  contribute  remarks.  The  observations 
were  put  together  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  We  considered  them  rather  too  pugna- 
cious; and  they  were  modified  by  me.  I state  this,  because  I consider  myself 
bound  to  do  so;  it  is  a sort  of  literary  secret,  but  I rather  think  that  it  is  not 
unknown  to  some  of  the  parties  most  concerned.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  alludes  to 
it  in  his  reply. 

2797.  In  a catalogue  in  the  British  Museum  this  is  mentioned  as  your  work ; that 
is  the  case  with  most  of  the  works  bearing  your  name? — I do  not  know  that  it 
is  mentioned  as  my  work. 

2798.  Was  the  work  given  to  the  commissioners  alone,  or  was  it  distributed 
among  the  public? — T ought  to  state,  in  answ'er  to  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses, that  certainly  they  were  not  distributed  among  the  public.  They  were  not 
sold ; I think  50  copies  were  printed  off,  or  thereabouts,  and  after  the  discussion 
was  over,  copies  were  given  to  those  persons  who  were  curious  to  possess  them. 

One  of  the  witnesses  has  stated  his  surprise  that  any  copy  should  have  reached  the 
British  Museum.  I can  only  say  as  to  that  witness,  that  at  his  own  particular 
request  he  had  several  copies  to  give  away,  and  I know  to  whom  he  gave  them. 

2799.  Did  he  give  one  to  Mr.  Charles  Hughes  of  Ross  ? — I do  not  know. 

2800.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Hughes  sent  a present  of  this  work  to  the  British 
Museum,  and  when  they  wrote  to  thank  him,  the  report  from  the  post-office  was 
that  no  such  person  wag  known  at  Ross  1 — My  opinion  is  (and  therein  I differ  from 
Sir  Robert  Inglis),  that  the  British  Museum  ought  to  possess  copies  of  all  docu- 
ments printed  at  the  public  expense.  When  the  discussion  terminated,  which 
rendered  it  desirable  that  documents  so  printed  at  the  public  expense  should  be 
confined  to  the  use  of  the  board,  I presented  that  very  volume,  in  the  name  of 
Charles  Hughes  of  Ross,  to  the  British  Museum  ; it  was  shown  to  me  by  Mr. 

Forshall,  together  with  the  letter  that  was  returned  to  the  post-office.  He 
must  have  gathered  from  the  smile  on  my  countenance  that  the  volume  came 
from  me. 

2801.  What  was  the  object  of  that? — I did  not  wish  it  to  appear  that  I presented 
the  volume  in  my  own  name,  though  I have  given  many  hundreds  of  books  to  the 
Museum  ; however,  my  object  has  been  totally  defeated  ; for  I understand,  in  the 
printed  list  of  donations  published,  that  there  is  not  only  Charles  Hughes  of  Ross, 
but  there  is  myself,  at  least  I suppose  so  from  Mr.  Protheroe’s  evidence  ; my  name 
is  down,  though  only  that  copy  was  given. 

2802.  Your  only  motive  for  the  concealment  was  modesty? — Being  secretary  to 
the  board,  I thought  it  desirable  to  give  it  either  anonymously  or  in  a fictitious 
name. 

2803.  Had  you  got  the  consent  of  the  Record  Board  to  give  copies  of  a work 
to  an  institution  reflecting  on  persons  in  their  employ  ?— Considering  that  the 
pamphlets  were  current  in  the  literary  world,  I thought  that  one  public  institution 
should  be  in  possession  of  a copy. 

2804.  Do  you  think  the  board  would  have  authorized  you  ?— I take  the  blame. 

2805.  Without  the  authority  of  the  board  you  gave  a copy  to  a public  library? 

—Yes ; and  unless  I were  restrained  from  doing  so,  I should  do  the  same  thing 
to-morrow. 

2806.  You  think  the  board  would  not  have  consented  that  you  should  give  that 
pamphlet? — As  secretary  to  the  board,  and  assisting  in  compiling  it,  I had  a copy, 
and  so  I presented  it  to  the  British  Museum.  I may  be  wrong  to  follow  the  usage 
01  Air.  Caley,  the  keeper  of  former  papers,  which  have  been  communicated  to 
individuals  not  belonging  to  the  board  as  matters  of  literary  curiosity. 

0 33-  h H4  2807.  But 
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Charles  P.  Cooper 
Esq. 


29  April  1836. 


, 2807.  But  do  you  not  think  that  the  commissioners  would  have  been  parti 

larly  averse  to  their  secretary  giving  copies  of  such  works  as  these  to  puhr" 
libraries  ? — Some  of  them  perhaps,  but  not  all.  Ic 

2808.  Then  by  using  Charles  Hughes’s  name  you  avoided  all  collision  with 
them  on  the  subject  ? — That  was  the  object.  I presented  a copy  of  the  Agenda 
the  British  Museum  without  consulting  the  board.  I know  Sir  Robert  Inglis  con° 
demns  it ; he  told  me  that  he  differed  from  me  in  opinion  as  to  the  presentation  of 
any  other  works  to  the  British  Museum.  I should  state  one  of  my  reasons  f 
doing  it  was,  I found  in  my  labours,  as  secretary  to  the  Record  Board,  very  gre°[ 
inconvenience  from  want  of  papers  printed  in  Rymer’s  time,  a century  a«o  • n 
copies  are  to  be  found  anywhere  ; and  I was  desirous  that  there  should  be  a°record 
of  our  proceedings  there,  good  or  bad. 

2809.  The  next  work  is  “A  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mr.  Bayley’s  Bills  in 
Chancery  ”?— -That  1 did  not  present  to  the  British  Museum;  it  is  a matter  of 
character;  it  involves  his  character  for  honesty. 

2810.  Did  you  authorize  the  printing  in  this  typography  ? — It  was  directed  by 

the  board.  •' 

2811.  The  board  originated  this  peculiar  style  of  typography? — In  the  title 
page? 

2812.  The  names  of  the  commissioners  being  printed  in  red  ink.— The  design 
was,  that  whenever  a copy  was  in  the  hands  of  a stranger,  the  owner’s  name  should 
appear  ; it  was  suggested  at  the  board,  in  order  to  prevent  any  commissioner  from 
lending  it  indiscriminately. 

2813.  Is  it  usual,  in  papers  merely  printed  for  the  temporary  purposes  of  the 
board,  to  print  with  such  handsome  margins  and  fine  paper? — I think  it  has  been 
printed  with  too  wide  a margin  ; and  with  regard  to  the  paper,  I do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  difference  ; it  is  not  usual  for  the  board  to  do  so.  I think  that  it  is  printed 
with  too  much  luxury ; but  at  the  same  time,  I doubt  whether  there  is  any  additional 
cost.  The  great  objection  is  the  appearance  of  it ; for,  considering  the  subject,  it 
had  much  better  be  distinctly  in  that  form  ; there  is  no  difference  in  the  expense; 

I venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a difference  of  10  s.  in  the  expense. 

2814.  It  is  thick  paper? — There  are  only  25  copies;  can  you  show  a difference 
of  2 s.  in  the  price  of  the  paper? 

2815.  What  is  alluded  to  is  the  excessive  large  margins  ? — The  objection  is,  that 
such  a subject  appears  in  such  a dress  ; but  there  is  no  additional  expense,  in  my 
judgment,  (and  I could  demonstrate  it  by  the  printer’s  bill,)  except  from  the  pecu- 
liar  way  in  which  the  title-page  is  done. 

2816.  But  if  a book  has  such  a large  margin  as  this,  is  it  not  obvious  that 
twice  the  quantity  of  paper  must  have  been  used  than  ought  to  have  been  used? 

If  it  had  been  printed  on  small-sized  paper,  the  quantity  of  type  would  have 
been  precisely  the  same  as  it  is  now ; the  difference  of  printing  that  work  would  be 
that  the  paper  cost  somewhat  more,  and  as  only  25  copies  haVe  been  printed, 

I apprehend  the  additional  cost  would  not  amount  to  2 5. ; at  the  same  time,  I ought 
to  state  that  it  was  very  bad  taste,  and  I blame  myself  for  suffering  the  paper  to 
have  been  of  so  large  a size.  I happened  to  be  at  Dover,  when  the  work  was 
finished  and  sent  down  to  me,  and  I did  not  notice  till  afterward  that  it  was  in 
such  a luxurious  and  magnificent  form.  As  a matter  of  taste,  I was  ashamed  of  it 
when  I left  it  before  the  board. 

2817.  The  next  is  on  “ The  Office  of  Secretary,”  holden  by  yourself:  there  is 
a letter  of  Mr.  Caley  quoted  in  it,  in  which  he  describes  the  proceedings  of  the 
old  commission  ; the  orders  and  minutes  were  never  signed  by  the  commissioners, 
he  says?— That  is  so. 

2818.  He  complains  of  the  very  limited  time  that  the  Speaker,  as  chairman,  had 
the  power  of  allotting  to  the  duties  of  the  board,  which,  for  that  reason,  could' 
seldom  meet  for  more  than  two  hours  at  a sitting  ; the  difficulty  of  collecting  toge- 
ther a sufficient  number  of  commissioners  to  make  a board,  most  of  them  being 
persons  of  high  rank  and  important  official  station : you  state  yourself,  substitute 
the  Lord  Chancellor  for  the  Speaker,  and  my  course  does  not  differ  from  that  pur- 
sued by  Mr.  Caley,  except  as  to  the  reading  of  the  minutes ; you  state  that  our 
meetings  have  been  even  of  shorter  duration  than  those  of  the  former  commis- 
sioners, for  I do  not  recollect  one  that  has  lasted  two  hours  ; and  you  state  that 
much  of  that  time  has  been  wasted  in  discussing  applications  on  the  part  of 
librarians  and  individuals  ; you  state  at  the  end,  that  after  a lapse  of  14  months, 
since  you  have  been  in  the  office,  an  attendance  at  a single  board  must  have  fur- 
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■ bed  ample  proof  that  it  was'  not  there  that  the  details  of  the  business  of  the  Charles  P.  Cooyer, 
§ mmission  were  transacted.  Now  are  these  opinions  about  the  constitution  of  Esq. 

the  commission  opinions  which  you  still  hold? — The  opinions  which  I hold  respecting  ; 

the  constitution  of  the  commission  are,  that  it  was  never  meant  or  intended  that  29  April  1836. 
the  detail  of  business  should  be  transacted  at  the  board  : the  board  lays  down  cer- 
tain general  rules  and  principles,  upon  which  its  business  is  transacted.  I hold 
that  the  minutes  of  the  board  ought-  to  afford  the  foundation  for  everything.  It 
cannot  be  expected,  looking  at  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  task  which  has  devolved 
on  the  board,  that  the  board  itself  should  be  able  to  go  into  the  details  of  business  ; 
for  instance,  to  examine  the  publications  with  the  records,  and  thereby  ascertain 
their  accuracy.  The  board  gives  its  order ; it  is  for  the  secretary  and  some  com- 
missioners-to  act  on  those  rules  and  principles. 

2819.  Now  there  is  a pamphlet  with  “Remarks  on  a Reply  of  Francis  Pal- 
arave,  Esq.;’’  is  that  by  you ? — That  was  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  I think  that 
underwent  a smaller  alteration  than  the  other ; the  other  was  considered  to  be 
pugnacious,  and  was  altered. 

2820.  In  what  manner  have  the  record  volumes  been  distributed  to  the  different 
public  libraries  at  home  and  abroad? — The  former  board  distributed,  in  the  first 
instance,  about  200  copies.  I have  a list  of  the  libraries  to  which  122  of  those 
copies  were  distributed,  about  the  year  1810,  under  some  direction  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  78  copies  remaining  out  of  these  200,  were  kept  for  the  use 
of  the  commissioners,  sub-commissioners  and  others.  Parliament  directed  the  sale 
of  the  surplus  copies;  but  it  appearing  that  for  10  years  no  greater  sum  than 
3,354/.  9 was  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  works,  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
March  1 822,  came  to  a resolution  that  they  should  no  longer  be  sold,  and  it  was 
recommended  that  there  should  be  an  additional  distribution ; and  in  consequence 
of  a resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  another  distribution  of  145  took  place. 

There  then  was  a further  distribution,  also  in  consequence  of  some  recommendation 
of  the  House  of  Commons;  and  in  March  1831  a very  considerable  further  distri- 
bution took  place.  At  present  the  publications  of  the  board  are  given  to  more 
than  500  libraries;  there  are  more  than  100  abroad  to  which  they  are  given. 

The  former  board  gave  comparatively  but  few  of  their  publications  to  subscription 
libraries : but  the  present  board  has  given  them  liberally  to  such  libraries,  when- 
ever there  could  be  ascertained  a prospect  of  permanence.  There  was  an  appli- 
cation made  from  Liskeard ; the  Cornwall  library  at  Truro  has  them.  Mr.  Tooke 
has  made  some  application. 

2821.  Sir  C.  Lemon .]  What  publications? — The  publications  of  the  Record 
Board  are  sent  to  400  libraries  in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  ; likewise  to  60 
in  America,  where  the  distribution  of  them  has  been  so  productive  of  kind  feelings 
towards  this  country,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  thought  it  might  have  some  good 
effect  on  the  Canadas,  and  from  the  Foreign  Office  they  sent  out  several  sets ; but  it 
turned  out  that  two  or  three  of  them  were  out  of  print,  and  the  Canadians  were  in 
a great  rage  to  find  that  the  Americans  had  got  more  of  them  than  themselves. 

In  France  they  have  been  liberally  distributed,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  I do 
not  agree  with  what  has  been  said  elsewhere,  that  they  reflect  discredit  on  the 
country,  but  the  contrary.  To  Berlin,  Munich,  Copenhagen  and  all  parts  of  the 
continent  they  have  been  sent;  and  by  making  known  the  course  pursued  by 

1 Parliament  for  publication  of  our  historical  documents,  they  have  given  rise  in 
several  parts  of  the  continent  to  record  commissions,  as  in  France  and  Belgium. 

In  my  return  to  Parliament  in  the  year  1 833,  I have  said  that  the  value  of  the 
books  then  distributed  was  35,000 /.  I think  the  value  now  is  more  than  doubled, 


at  theobookseller’s  price.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  price  would  be  the 
retaliation  to  any  bookseller  whatever  for  the  expense.  I have  accounts  of  the 


2822.  Do  you  mean,  then,  that  the  value  of  books  distributed  since  the  present 
commission  has  been  in  existence  has  been  70,000 /.? — The  value  of  those  distri- 
) buted  up  to  1831  (I  do  not  know  in  what  proportion),  balanced  to  the  present 
I period,  was  35,000/.,  calculated  according  to  the  selling  price  of  the  books.  The 
\ value  of  those  distributed  since  I should  say  was  35,000/.,  and  the  value  of  the 
stock  in  hand  must  be  9,000/.  or  10,000/. ; so  that  the  public  has  gained  some- 
thing for  the  money  which  has  been  expended. 

\ 2823.  Y ou  do  not  mean  if  this  had  been  the  work  of  the  new  commission. 
Being  so  distributed,  it  would  have  distributed  twice  the  value  they  have  received  ? 
— I am  speaking  of  the  value  of  the  profits  of  the  old  board. 
o-33  1 1 2824.  Then 
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> 2824.  Then  the  commission  appears  to  have  cost  the  country  500,000 /. 

there  is  only  80,000/.  to  show  for  it? — I do  not  think  the  Record  Commissi 
has  cost  the  country  anything  like  the  sum  of  500,000 /.  I do  not  think  it  h°n 
cost  the  country  a sum  exceeding  350,000  /. ; and  when  it  is  stated  that  the  Rep 
Commission  has  cost  the  country  that  sum  of  money,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  tl  1 
the  commission  has  paid  out  of  its  funds  expenses  that  must  necessarily  have  be  ^ 
borne  by  other  departments.  I consider  that  the  Record  Commission  has  col 
little  more  than  500/.  a year.  I say  that  the  Statutes  must  have  been  printed  at 
the  expense  of  the  House  of  Commons ; that  the  Harleian  Catalogue  and  th 
Statutes  must  have  cost  more  than  100,000/.,  judging  from  the  expense  of  Doom  6 
day  Book,  which  cost  15,000/.  The  Harleian  Catalogue  ought  to  have  been 
published  out  of  the  funds  of  the  British  Museum ; the  Cottonian  and  the  Lans 
downe  from  the  same.  The  Calendars  in  Chancery  ought  to  have  been  defrayed 
out  of  the  Suitors’  Fund  in  Chancery.  My  statement  is  this,  and  the  Committee 
will  not,  I am  satisfied,  be  desirous  of  misrepresenting  by  their  questions  whatmv 
meaning  is.  It  is  very  accurate  to  state  that  a sum  of  350,000/.  has  been  devoted 
by  Parliament  to  the  service  of  the  Record  Board  ; but  supposing  that  the  Record 
Board  had  not  existed,  would  that  350,000 /.  have  been  saved?  I say  not;  but 
that  if  the  Record  Board  had  not  existed,  Parliament  must  still  have  published  the 
Statutes,  and  must  have  paid  for  them  ; the  British  Museum  must  have  published 
the  Lansdowne,  the  Cottonian,  and  the  Harleian  Catalogues ; and  in  that  way 
though  it  is  true  the  Record  Commission  has  spent  350,000/.,  yet  it  is  not  true  to 
represent  that  the  350,000/.  would  have  been  saved  to  the  public,  supposing  that 
the  Record  Commission  had  never  existed. 

2825.  You  are  applying  your  answer  to  a thing  to  which  it  has  no  application- 
you  said  the  Record  Commission  has  given  away  works  of  such  a value.  Taking 
it  precisely  at  the  sum  you  mentioned,  it  amounts  to  70,000/.  worth  of  work*: 
they  have  spent,  according  to  your  account,  350,000  /.  Then,  according  to  your 
own  account,  the  value  of  the  work  to  be  shown,  which  you  voluntarily  put  for- 
ward against  the  amount  received  by  the  commission,  appears  to  be  only  one- 
fifth  part  of  it ; that  does  not  seem  to  be  so  large  a proportion  to  brina  forward 
as  the  subject  of  eulogium  for  the  commission  ? — It  would  be  very  bad  taste, 
and  I should  be  unwilling  to  bestow  any  praise  either  upon  the  old  board  or  upon 
the  new.  My  observation  was  this,  that  a part,  only  a part,  of  the  operations  of 
the  Record  Commission  has  consisted  in  the  publication  of  certain  volumes;  a very 
considerable  portion  of  the  expense  has  been  devoted  to  other  objects  in  our 
name ; but  with  regard  to  the  volumes,  certain  prices  were  (with  the  approbation 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  Treasury)  fixed  upon  them,  and  they  have  been  sold  at 
certain  prices,  but  not  at  what  would  have  been  remunerating  prices  to  the  book- 
sellers. Well,  then,  looking  at  those  prices,  and  taking  an  account  of  the  number 
of  volumes  that  have  been  given  away,  I find  that  they  come  to  about  60,000/.  or 
70,000/. 

2826.  £.  65,000  was  mentioned;  it  ought  to  have  been  75,000/.?— You  will 
allow  me  to  collect  from  your  calculation  what  was  the  correct  amount. 

2827.  Then  it  appears,  according  to  your  own  statement,  the  only  sum  it  is  fair 
to  charge  the  Record  Commission  with  having  received  from  the  public  is  350,000/. 
since  its  foundation  in  1800? — There  were  no  account-books  belonging  to  the 
old  board ; soon  after  I was  appointed  secretary  I used  every  possible  endeavour  to 
get  at  the  expenditure. 

2828.  Could  it  not  be  made  out  by  the  votes  in  Parliament? — I am  convinced 
it  could  not. 

2829.  There  is  a list  of  the  votes  of  Parliament  for  every  year  since  i8cv? — If 
you  were  only  to  take  it  from  those  votes,  the  sum  would  appear  smallc/'Wn 
what  I have  mentioned. 

2830.  Is  the  sum  smaller  than  you  mention? — Much  smaller,  if  you  take  it  from 
such  data. 

2831.  At  any  rate,  you  think  the  Record  Commission  has  expended  350,000/. 
since  1 800  ? Y es ; including  the  warrants  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  paid 
at  the  Treasury.  As  I imagine,  either  those  warrants,  or  some  of  the  booksellers’ 
bills  for  England  and  Scotland,  have  been  paid  out  of  civil  contingencies  ; for  the 
sums  do  not  appear  from  the  Appropriation  Acts  : you  cannot  make  out  from  them 
the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Record  Board.  I find,  that,  beside  the  sums  men- 
tioned in  the  Appropriation  Acts,  other  large  sums  have  been  paid  at  the  Treasury 

.on 
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warrants  of  the  board ; -which  sums  (as  I imagine)  were  charged  to  civil  con- 
°-Dffencies  Having  obtained  copies  of  warrants,  and  those  of  the  King’s  printers’ 
Klfs  in  England  and  Scotland,  I apprehend  that  I am  in  possession  of  materials  for 
latino-  the”  exact  amount  of  monies  that  were  applied  for  the  service  of  the  old 
record  Board.  When  I was  appointed  secretary  there  was  a new  system  adopted, 
which  made  it  impossible  to  conceal  the  real  amount  from  Parliament. 

2832  You  think  it  has  cost  about  350,000/.  ?— Possibly;  the  books  could  never 
have  produced  half  that  sum  at  the  prices  fixed,  if  they  had  been  disposed  of  by 

wa^of  ijave  f0rg0tten  your  answer  before ; for  when  you  first  made  this 

statement,  you  added  this  comment  at  the  end : “ so  that  the  public  have  gained 
something  for  the  money  which  has  been  expended”?— Yes,  something. 

2834.  What  is  that  something ; does  it  appear  to  have  been  one-filth  of  what 
has  been  expended? — Supposing  no  selling  price  had  been  paid  upon  the  books. 

2835*  Taking  your  own  statement ? — I do  not  follow  you. 

2836.  Then,  taking  your  own  “ something,” — you  have  volunteered  the  figures 
yourself, — say  350,000  /.  was  received  by  the  old  commission,  30,000  /.  by  the  pre- 
sent commission,  and  you  have  8,000/.  or  9,000/.  worth  in  hand  ; then]  observing, 
or  rather  getting  an  explanation  of  your  comment  of  the  value  which  the  public 
have  received  for  the  money  it  has  paid  to  the  commission,  the  Committee 
only  wish  it  to  appear  in  the  evidence  that  the  value  is  one-fifth  of  what  has 
been  expended  ; and  as  you  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
proportions,  they  wish  to  have  them  accurately  stated? — The  value,  according 
to  the  booksellers’  prices,  is  as  I have  stated.  The  real  value  is  the  actual  cost  of 
the  works ; the  actual  value  which  the  public  has  is  the  money  which  the  works 
have  cost.  With  regard  to  those  of  the  old  board,  they  might,  I think,  have  been 
edited  cheaper.  As  to  the  works  of  the  new  board,  I do  not  think  that  any  one 
could  have  been  produced  at  a smaller  rate.  The  selling  prices  are  not  the  real 
value  ; the  public  gets  the  whole  value  of  the  publication. 

2837.  It  would  seem,  from  your  account,  that  the  board  has  carried  on  the  print- 
ing of  ancient  records  almost  exclusively,  instead  of  the  other  plan,  which  seems  to 
have  been  equally  enjoined  by  the  commission,  that  of  transcription ; what  is  the 
reason  for  this  preference  of  printing?— I am  glad  that  this  question  has  been 
put  to  me,  because  my  original  notion  was  that  in  many  instances  tran- 
scription might  answer  the  same  purpose  as  printing.  Now  transcription  is 
obviously  more  economical;  and  it  answers  almost  as  well  the  purpose  of, pre- 
servation, for  it  is  not  likely  that  both  the  copy  and  the  original  will  be  destroyed 
at  the  same  time.  But  when  I recollected  that  many  of  the  principal  students  of 
history,  especially  antiquaries  and  topographers,  reside  at  a distance  from  London, 
as  Mr.  Raine  in  Durham,  Sir  Richard  Hoare  in  Wiltshire,  and  Mr.  Baker  in 
Northamptonshire,  I was  persuaded  that  for  this  very  numerous  class  transcrip- 
tion would  not  be  sufficient.  Another  circumstance  is,  the  British  Museum 
is  not  always  open  ; it  considerably  interferes  with  the  pursuits  of  persons  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  antiquarian  studies,  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  British  Museum 
in  the  morning.  It  is  not  open  at  night,  which  is  the  period  when  students  are 
principally  engaged.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  which  are  stated  much  better 
than  I can  state  them  in  a letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Hunter  to  me,  on  the  1 8th  of 
April  1836,  (he  goes  much  at  length  into  the  subject,  and  I have  adopted  his 
views  and  notions,  after  many  conversations  with  him,)  I think  that  transcription 
would  not  answer  the  same  purpose  as  printing  with  regard  to  the  most  important 
records ; in  some  instances,  however,  it  might  answer  the  same  purpose. 

2838.  Would  not  transcription  always  be  quite  sufficient  in  cases  where  the 
record  was  one  which  would  rarely  be  referred  to,  and  w'hich  it  would  be  well- 
worth  the  while  of  an  author  to  visit  London  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting,  among 
other  business  which  might  bring  him  to  town  ? — In  such  a case  as  this  I hold 
that  transcription  may  answer  the  purpose ; but  I think  such  cases  are  compara- 
tively few. 

2839.  Do  you  not  think  that  transcription  would  have  answered  as  regarded 
the  catalogues  and  inventories  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave? — I think  not. 

2840.  You  think  that  those  are  works  which  the  scholar  in  Northumberland  or 
Devonshire  w;ould  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  come  to  London  about? — I think 
those  are  works  which  should  be  in  the  library  of  the  antiquary.  But  I would 
suggest  that  this  question  were  better  put  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave.  Another 

0.33.  1 1 2 reason, 
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r,  reason,  which  is  also  mentioned  in  this  letter  of  Mr.  Hunter,  is  wh 
recollect  the  numerous  transcripts  that  were  made  in  the  16th  and  17th  ceiln 
by  Sir  Symonds  D’Ewes,  Dodsworth,  and  other  antiquaries;  and  when  we  cn  'yf3 
the  little  benefit  that  has  been  derived  from  the  transcripts,  in  comparison  Jr 
publications  of  the  old  commission;  (the  publication  of  Doomsday  for  inst 
or  that  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  which  existed  before  the  old'commissin"0; 
looking  at  these  circumstances,  I pronounced  rather  a hasty  opinion  nhe  r 
stated  what  I did  in  the  preface  of  that  work.  Now  as  to  printinv  tai. 
Norman  Rolls,  the  Gascon  Rolls ; these  would  be  interesting  to  our  newhbon  ■ ■ 
France,  whereas  a transcript  would  be  of  no  use;  and  we  generally  find  that  thn  ? 
transcripts  may  have  been  made  in  every  country  in  Europe,  they  are  for  event  1 
publication.  The  French  government  is  now  occupying  itself  in  publishi 
or  in  selecting  for  publication,  those  documents  which  were  transcribed  in  If 
middle  of  the  last  century  hy  Brequigny,  in  the  Tower  of  London.  I quite  »„ 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  that  when  the  docum  “ 
is  one  to  which  persons  but  rarely  have  occasion  to  refer,  transcription  may  am, 
the  purpose;  for  a topographer  generally  visits  London  once  or  twice  durinv  ft 
compilation  of  his  work.  In  such  a case  the  transcripts  in  the  British  Musts 16 
might  answer  the  same  purpose.  Such  transcripts  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  British 
Museum,  and  not  in  a record  office;  because  it  is  more  convenient  to  consult  them 
m that  library,  there  being  ample  opportunity  and  accommodation  for  study 

2841.  You  object  to  the  British  Museum  that  it  is  not  open  at  ni»bt  >—Eve, 
one  must  confess  the  inconvenience  of  that.  I should  be  glad  to  see  some  arranJ 
ment  made  under  which  the  British  Museum  should  be  longer  open  to  the  public 
as  a public  matter  I think  that  the  reading  part  of  the  public  (many  of  whom  J 
so  engaged  m the  morning  that  they  are  unable  to  go)  should  have  access  to  that 
library  m the  evening.  If  I were  occupied  in  a public  office  from  10  to  4 o'clock 

, “T*  „ "°  °.PPortunlty  of  gbing  to  the  British  Museum ; for  in  the  holi- 

days  the  Museum  is  shut,  and  the  only  time  when  I could  go  would  be  in  the 
evening.  c 

2842.  You  were  being  examined  the  other  day  with  reference  to  a proposal 
made  to  make  certain  of  the  records  printed  by  the  board  evidence  in  courts  of 
law ; one  of  these  was  the  Testa  de  Neville  ? — I am  not  aware  of  there  being  anv 
inaccuracies  in  that  work;  in  another  work  it  is  stated  there  are  120  mistakes  in 
20  lines. 

2843:  That  word  “ mistakes  ” had  been  corrected  before  ; the  word  ou<ffit  to  be 
“variations.  The  case  about  the  Testa  de  Neville  is  this,  that  the  Testa  de 
Neville  are  abstracted  from  rolls?— In  this  publication  it  says,  “ there  were  120 
variations  from  the  original  roll  in  22  lines.”  Then  come  the  words  “ hear 
hear.  5 

,u2?4t  That  is  the  statement;  is  that  inaccurate  ?—  It  is  inaccurate:  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  person  who  stated  it,  but  it  arose  from  the  inaccurate  information 
which  had  been  obtained.  Ihe  Testa  de  Neville,  or  Liber  Feodorum,  was  compiled 
horn  certain  returns  which  had  been  made  by  commissioners  and  officers.  Some 
of  the  original  rolls  or  returns  from  which  this  book  of  feods  was  compiled  are  in 
existence;  and  the  Testa  de  Neville  being  compiled  from  those  returns,  of  course 
does  not  exactly  correspond  with  them.  In  many  places  it  is  less  full  than  the 
return : it  is  an  abstract  or  compilation  made  at  an  early  period.  I am  sure  the 
Committee  will  understand  at  once,  when  I remind  them  that  Doomsday  Book 
was  complied  in  that  way. 

XT 2 D^r.y0U  In  p3n  tliat  these  are  merely  observations  on  the  Testa  de 
Neville/— Whoever  furnished  that  information  to  the  honourable  and  learned 
Chairman  who  made  that  statement,  I am  not  surprised  he  should  make  it.  This 
person  has  compared  the  printed  book  with  the  returns,  instead  of  the  Testa  de 
Neville  itself. 

2846.  That  was  stated  ?— No,  it  was  not. 

2847.  must  not  take  that  pamphlet  you  have  in  your  hand  as  the  authentic 
report;  the  distinction  is  perfectly  well  understood.  It  was  stated  the  only  thing 
which  could  be  valued  as  an  authentic  source  of  information  was  the  original  return; 
that  the  original  return  had  been  compared  with  the  printed  book,  and  that  there 
were  variations  which  were  not  attributed  to  the  inaccuracies  of  the  transcripts 
of  lesta  de  Neville,  but  to  the  inaccuracies  of  Neville  himself.  It  was  suggested 
tne  impropriety  of  their  projecting  that  work,  and  much  more  as  to  the  impro- 
priety 
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■ tv  of  making  that  work  evidence  in  courts  of  justice  ? — The  Testa  de  Neville  Charles  P.  Cooper , 

?r,c  alwavs  been  received  as  evidence  in  courts_of  justice;  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a Esq. 

m-d  • it  has  always  been  considered,  like  Doomsday  Book,  as  a work  of  the  A ' 

latest  authority  ; and  I cannot  doubt  for  a moment  the  propriety  of  projecting  a9  APnl 
?r  j tijink  the”  old  board  exercised  a sound  judgment  indeed  in  printing  it, 
without  reference  at  all  to  the  returns.  It  is  precisely  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
Valor  Ecclesiasticus.  ... 

2848.  Are  you  sure  that  the  Testa  de  Neville  has  any  more  authority  than 
that  of  one  chief  justice  ? — I think  it  will  be  found  through  the  whole  of  our  legal 
history,  from  the  time  the  Testa  de  Neville  was  compiled  down  to  a very  recent 
date  that  the  Testa  de  Neville  has  been  always  held  to  be  a compilation  of  the 
greatest  value. 

2849.  So  are  many  old  books ; so  are  the  Year  Books ; but  no  one  would  quote 

them  in  matters  of  detail.  Unless  you  show  the  Testa  de  Neville  is  a book 

which  has  the  authority  of  a record,  you  make  it  nothing  in  favour  of  a proposal 

for  making  it  a record  if  there  were  more  accurate  sources  of  information  existing. 

But  in  your  own  work  there  are  to  be  found  these  passages ; it  is  an  extract  from 
the  Quarterly  Review : — “ The  Testa  de  Neville  is  sometimes  known  by  the  name 
of  Liber  Feodorum,  and  contains  an  abstract  made,  as  it  is  conjectured,  either  by 
Ralph  Neville,  an  accountant  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  reign  of  Henry  3,  or  by 
Joannes  de  Neville,  a justice  itinerant  of  the  same  period ; and  it  is  extremely 
valuable  as  giving  a condensed  and  accurate  view  of  the  feodalty  of  the  13th 
century,  though,  as  it  w;as  intended  merely  as  a book  of  general  evidence  for  the 
use  of  the  contemporaries  of  the  compilers,  many  notices  which  would  have  been 
most  instructive  to  after  times  were  necessarily  omitted.”  Then  it  is  stated  in  the 
next  passage,  “ It  seems  the  Testa  de  Neville  was  not  deemed  a record,  in  the 
legal  sense  of  the  word,  in  the  14th  century.”  Again,  in  the  text  you  quote  Liber 
Feodorum,  &c.  &c.;  the  words  “ evidence  ” and  “ record  ” do  not  seem  to  be  used 
very  accurately  in  any  of  these  passages ; but  it  would  seem  from  all  of  them  that 
this  work  never  had  the  authority  of  a record? — I quite  agree  in  stating  it  never 
had  the  authority  of  a record ; it  is  a transcript,  but  it  is  a transcript  made  more 
than  500  years  ago.  It  has  been  treasured  in  the  Exchequer,  and  used  as  a corpus 
of  the  feodalty  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  First. 

2850.  Then,  as  far  as  any  rights  were  affected  by  this  work,  they  would  be 
destroyed  by  such  a mode  of  proceeding  ? — I do  not  agree  with  the  proposal  that 
any  of  the  printed  publications  of  the  board  should  be  made  legal  evidence. 

2851.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  Liber  Hiberniee? — No,  that  except  in 
the  year  1831  it  was  referred  to  the  Record  Board  from  the  Treasury  to  inquire 
into  that  work,  and  a committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  William  Brougham,  Mr.  Petit, 

Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker.  They  made  a report,  which  is  not  among 
the  publications  of  the  present  board  : I forwarded  the  original  report  to  the 
Treasury. 

28.52.  Some  of  the  editors  are  remunerated  by  salary  and  some  by  piece-work? 

— Some  by  salary  and  some  by  the  volume. 

2853.  On  what  principle  is  the  distinction  made? — Those  editors  are  remu- 
nerated by  salary  who  are  also  sub-commissioners.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and 
Mr.  Hunter  are  remunerated  by  salaries,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  and  Mr.  Hardy  by  the 
volume  or  sheet. 

2854.  And  all  the  others  by  the  piece,  are  they  not? — Not  all:  Mr.  Black 
has  a salary.  Mr.  Hardy  and  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  are  remunerated  by  the  volume  or 
by  the  sheet;  when  it  is  a folio  volume,  by  the  sheet;  when  an  octavo  volume,  by 
the  volume. 

2855.  By  whom  is  the  remuneration  fixed? — The  remuneration  of  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave,  as  I stated  on  a former  occasion,  was  fixed  by  an  express  vote  of  the 
board ; the  remuneration  of  Mr.  Hunter  was  not  fixed  by  any  vote  of  the  board. 

2856.  How  was  it  fixed  then  ? — The  remuneration  of  Mr.  Hunter  has  been  fixed 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  board,  and  upon  principles  recognized  by  the  board.  When 
Mr.  Hunter  was  engaged  in  the  first  instance,  he  was  to  have  300/.  for  the  first 
year,  on  the  understanding  that  he  would  edit  as  much  as  would  amount  to  two 
octavo  volumes,  which  would  be  1.50/.  per  volume.  It  so  turned  out  that  Mr. 

Hunter  did  more  than  was  equal  to  two  octavo  volumes  ; and  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  board  and  the  auditors,  his  ultimate  remuneration  was  brought  up  to  what 
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'»  board  considered  to  be  the  extent  of  any  individual  remuneration  unrip,,  .l 
board,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

2857.  With  the  exception  Sir  F.  Palgrave ?— Yes;  the  board  has  consented  th 
the  highest  rate  of  remuneration,  with  that  exception,  ought  to  be  as  much  as  Wo°ff 
produce  three  octavo  volumes  in  the  course  of  the  year,  450/.  What  l am  st  t' 
now  has  been  repeatedly  the  subject  of  conversation,  as  well  at  the  board  aV? 
individuals.  Mr.  Hunter’s  remuneration  is  the  highest  remuneration  after  S' 
Francis  Palgrave’s,  that  is  equal  to  three  octavo  volumes.  It  was  supposed  a H 
in  fact  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  has  shown,  that  no  person  was  likely  to  produce  m , 
than  three  octavo  volumes  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  work'd 
very  hard  a year  or  two,  and  even  now  he  has  not  finished  his  seventh  volume  • 
sixth  is  on  the  point  of  being  completed.  In  1833, 1834,  and  1835,  in  three  yean 
he  has  only  produced  seven  volumes;  that  is  the  principle  on  which  the  board 
has  acted.  Now,  as  to  the  remuneration  of  two  other  editors,  whose  nan* 

I mentioned  on  a former  occasion,  Mr.  Owen  and  Mr.  Thorpe ; one  is  enra-rpH 
in  editing  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  the  other  the  Welsh  laws.  There  bein<r°n! 
principle  on  which  the  remuneration  could  be  ascertained  without  goin^  to°th 
board, , the  rate  of  their  remuneration  was  fixed  by  the  board  : — a suin  of  600/  to 
Mr.  Ihorpe,  of  which  400/.  was  to  be  paid  quarterly,  in  payments  of  50/  until 
the  400/.  should  be  paid,  the  other  200/.  was  to  be  paid  when  the  work  was  pro 
duced ; and  a similar  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr.  Owen.  Thus  whenever  there 
has  been  a difficulty  as  to  the  rate  of  remuneration,  in  cases  where  the  principle  has 
not  been  laid  down  by  the  board,  I have  had  recourse  to  the  board.  Now  with 
regard  to  the  remuneration  of  clerks  and  other  persons,  that  has  been  fixed  by  me 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  auditors.  1 ’ 

2858.  When  Mr.  Cole  was  first  engaged,  was  his  salary  of  150  /.  fixed  by  you? 
—Yes.  He  had  formerly  been  clerk  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  ; his  salary  as  clerk 
was  fixed  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

^ 2859-  What  salary  does  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  receive? — He  receives  from  the 
Treasury,  under  the  Treasury  minute  (of  which  the  Committee  has  a copy) 
rather  less  I apprehend  than  400/.,  and  rather  more  therefore  than  600 1.  from  the 
board. 

2860.  The  Treasury  minute  refers  to  his  salary  as  keeper  of  the  Chapter-house? 
—No ; it  refers  to  his  employment  under  the  Record  Board.  The  Treasury  con- 
stitution applies  solely  to  his  salary  as  keeper  of  the  Chapter-house  records;  but 
at  my  suggestion,  Lord  Grey,  as  I sta.ted  on  a former  occasion,  in  my  interview 
with  that  nobleman,  arranged  that  the  400/.  should  go  in  reduction  of  the  salary; 
and  therefore  the  remuneration  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  from  the  funds  of  the 
board,  and  the  Chapter-house  remuneration,  being  taken  together,  make  the  sum 
of  1,000/. 

2861.  Before  that  minute,  did  Sir  Francis  receive  1,000/.  per  annum? — Yes; 
which,  as  I stated  before,  some  of  the  members  of  the  board  considered  too  much. 
The  general  feeling  of  the  board  is,  notwithstanding  the  excessive  remuneration 
given  to  former  editors,  450  /.  is  as  much  as  a literary  man  ought  to  receive ; but 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  receives  more.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
all  the  members. 

2862.  It  has  been  so  managed  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  always  received  1,000/. 
a year  ? Yes  ; during  the  first  year  in  which  I was  secretary,  rather  more. 

2863.  Thirteen  hundred  or  fourteen  hundred,  was  it  not? — A great  struggle  was 
made  for  his  salary  to  be  1,200/. ; if  it  was  1,200/.  he  agreed  to  give  up  all  other 
employment.  Lord  Brougham  suggested  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  take  1,000/., 
and  that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  occupy  himself  with  other  matters. 

e ^.^4-  Will  you  let  the  Committee  know  the  nature  of  the  occasional  occupations 
of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave;  what  is  the  nature  of  the  work  he  does  for  his  1,000/.  a 
year,  and  how  many  hours  does  he  work?— To  the  committee  that  was  appointed 
to  superintend  his  operations,  he  reports  the  number  of  hours  employed  at  the 
Chapter-house.  I can  state  what  his  other  occupations  are  from  general  report; 
he  was  a municipal  corporation  commissioner. 

2865.  But  how  many  hours  is  he  expected  to  work  for  the  commission  ?— The 
undei standing  between  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  myself,  as  representing  the  board, 
was,  that  he  should  produce  as  much  per  annum  as  was  worth  the  600/.  which  he 
receives  from  the  board,  calculated  at  the  rate  of  150/.  for  an  octavo  volume. 

2866.  Has 
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Has  he  produced  four  octavo  volumes  a year,  then  ?— I think  he  ought. 

5,;  ' T>ut  has  he  ?— I am  not  aware ; I do  not  think  he  has. 

Ids'  How  much- has  he  produced  of  it? — I consider  those  volumes  which  are 
nearly  completed  as  being  completed  ; I think  there  are  five  volumes. 

Is  that  the  average  size  of  one  of  the  octavo  volumes?— I think  not.  I 
2;  that  according  to  the  understanding,  it  is  not  a positive  engagement  that 
he^was  to  produce  as  much  as,  if  calculated  after  the  rate  of  l5o?.an  octavo  volume, 

„c  would  bo  worth  600/.  . . q. 

Xo  (Producing  a book.)  Here  is  a book  of  299  pages;  surely  one  of  Sir 
Nicolas'  Privy  Council  Books  is  double  the  thickness  of  this  ?— I can  only 
Answer  for  the  two  volumes  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis,  which  have  been 
Ituallv  published.  Considering  the  extreme  difficulty  of  editing  them,  I should 
admit  that  those  two  volumes  are  worth  three ; but  as  to  what  is  in  the  press  I know 
nothing  i I do  not  know  what  progress  he  may  have  made  towards  the  completion  of 

another  volume.  . , . ■,.„  . 

2871.  Can  you  estimate  at  all  the  difficulty  of  these;  is  there  as  much  difficulty 
. not? — Not  so  much  as  in  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis. 

2872.  Is  the  book  more  than  half  the  size  of  one  ot  the  Privy  Council  Books . 

—Yes ; this  is  difficult  enough  to  edit ; it  is  more  difficult  to  edit  than  the  books 
of  the  Privy  Council.  _ 

2873.  How  many  of  these  volumes  has  he  published? — Only  two  ox  these 

volumes;  he  has  three  in  the  press.  . 

2874.  That  is  five  in  how  long? — The  date  of  the  order  is  there ; in  the  extract 

of  the  minutes  of  the  board  it  will  be  stated.  - , ...  1 „ 

2875.  This  commenced  the  9th  of  March  1833  ? Yes,  the  9th  of  March  1833. 

2876.  Three  years  ago  ? — Yes.  . 

0877  During  that  time  Sir  Francis  has  produced  five  volumes,  taking  m those 
which  are  in  the  press  ?— Yes ; he  has  finished  the  volume  of  the  Parliamentary 
Writs  ; I had  forgotten  that. 

2878.  That  makes  six?— That  is  the  large  folio  volume;  I cannot  allow  him 
credit  for  the  whole  of  that,  for  that  would  be  a great  deal  too  much. 

2879.  What  would  you  allow  him  for  the  Parliamentary  Writs?— He  had 
brouo-ht  that  down  to  the  letter  S at  the  time  when  the  present  commission  issued. 
I doubt  very  much  whether  anything  more  was  done  in  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 
after  March  1 833,  than  what  would  be  equal  to  one  octavo  volume. 
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2880.  Then  you  make  out  Sir  Francis  has  done  six  octavo  volumes  since  this 
engagement  with  him  ? — Yes. 

2881.  According  to  your  statement  just  now,  he  ought  to  have  done  12  ? — He 
ought  to  have  done  nine. 

2882.  Twelve,  according  to  your  own  account? — Yes,  but  two  of  them  I call 
three,  according  to  his  statement,  they  being  exceedingly  difficult;  then,  I say,  call 
them  three. 

2883.  Then  the  two  which  you  call  three,  and  that  allowance  for  the  Parliamen- 
tary Writs,  make  in  all  seven  volumes  only,  and  according  to  his  engagement  he 
ought  to  have  done  1 2 ? — I consider  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  in  arrear,  if  the  Commit- 
tee0 put  the  question  to  me ; I do  not  volunteer  the  answer,  but  if  the  Committee 
put  the  question  to  me,  I must  say  I consider  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  is  at  the 
present  moment  considerably  in  arrear. 

2884.  Up  to  March  1833  he  received  money,  did  he  not?— He  received  money; 
he  was  paid  according  to  the  old  arrangement. 

2885.  What  did  he  do  during  that  period? — He  was  employed  on  the  Parlia- 
mentary Writs.  During  part  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  sorting  and  arranging 
the  miscellaneous  documents  at  the  Tower. 


2886.  How  many  volumes  of  Parliamentary  Writs  has  he  produced  during  these 
two  years? — The  volume  of  Parliamentary  Writs  he  had  brought  down  to  letter  S, 
before  the  present  commission  issued  ; he  has  done  no  more  than  finish  that 
volume. 

2887.  That  volume  you  have  allowed  for? — Yes. 

2888.  According  to  that  it  would  appear  he  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  publishing 
when  he  received  1,000/.  a year? — He  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  publishing, 
except  the  Essay  on  the  King’s  Council,  which  I consider  in  the  nature  of  a 
report. 

0.33  11 4 2S89.  You 
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2889.  You  have  allowed  the  publication  of  that  part  of  the  Parliament,.,  „■ 

thi™%0ClT>  ™'UT  S‘nce  the  last  engaSement  111  1833  ; you  must  nouUo^'"* 
hu.g  for  that  m the  previous  period.  Sir  Francis  Palgfave  has  nothi  7 
to  show  for  1,000 1.  a year  before  that  period,  in  the  way  of  printing  or  nuhfcr°'e 
except  the  Essay  on  the  King’s  Council  ?-Nothing,  except  that  and 
employment  at  the  Tower,  superintending  his  clerks,  who  are  makinvtran,rri8!neral 
arranging  the  records.  ° scriPtsand 

2890.  It  appears  at  page  200  of  the  Agenda,  that  a committee  was  arm,- 

to  superintend  his  progress,  and  he  is  directed  to  make  a report  on  the  istof  t 'd 
the  1st  of  November,  and  on  the  1st  of  February  ?— Yes,  he  has  regularlv 
those  reports.  =>uldny  made 

2891 . Up  to  the  present  time  ? — Yes. 

m92o  °.f  f0r  th?  Ia.st  Ist  of  Feb™ai7  ? — Yes ; that  report  is  in  the  n„ss„«- 
of  Mr.  Protheioe,  who  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee.  9 SSI0n 

2893.  Was  not  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  engaged  as  one  of  the  municipal  com, 
lion  commissioners  during  the  time  he  was  receiving  this  salary  from  the  comm"' 
sioners  under  the  arrangement  for  making  it  up  to  1,000  l a year?— He  wa *' 

2894.  Now  what  length  of  time  was  he  engaged  in  that  inquiry  ?— I do  nnilr 

anfSf^E 

0 "If  w le,vC“y  °f  Lonidon;  wbe‘ber  he  is  connected  with  that  I cannot s«  ? 
Tin Hp9  ' 7 tleri;any  reduction  of  salary  during  the  time  he  was  so  engaged?' 

Unde,  an  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  I find  he  was  at  liberty  to  Mcent 
W0UW  n°‘  int“'fere  "'“h  his  producing  thatfaXS 

pr^ng^^Sw^l^^  °r  60methi"g  dSE  haS  P«& 

A,s  fal'  as  tbb  Committee  can  understand  from  the  circumstances,  he  has 
accepted  of  an  employment  incompatible  with  his  engagement  ?— Sir  Francis  Pal 
grave  lias  often  stated  to  me,  that  though  he  might  become  in  arrear  for  a short 
period  yet  the  board  might  be  assured  he  would  in  a very  short  time  p odne  the 

2800  nTn  ““  tbat  "ou!d  make  “P  “>e  deficiency,  H?  has  not  done  so  as  yet 
2699.  D,<  he  request  permission  to  employ  the  record  clerks  in  the  mnnirinai 
corporation  business  ?- He  made  such  a"  suggestion  to  me;  I LntionTd  i to 
many  individual  commissioners.  I thought  it  so  inexpedient  a suggestion  that  I' did 
2Q001 ' Di?"  ,0  W bef°re  the  b°ard  « and  he  did  not  presf  the  matter.  , 
tied 1 the 


- . a"  vv.imjieoiuucia  CACICi: 

IAancir^W„gppdaiubo  * TP'0y  °f  the  *e  direSon of i 

lianas  Palgrave? — All  those  in  the  employ  of  ' ’ ' 


hoard  “4V*y  “*  employ  of  the  board  had  ail  appeal  to  the 

M?  rl  bad  Dy  CTe  °,  C°mpLa'cnt  against  him’  011  the  same  principle  that 

iwer  t Pd  Ppeal  “ the  board  from  anyabuse  "-hich  I might  make,  of  the 
powei  \ested  in  me  as  secretary.  6 

unfes,0!heS°eS  tbe  b0ard  ex/rcise  f COntro1 0Ter  them  ?-Tha  hoai’d  "ever  interfeies, 
unless  tneie  is  any  cause  of  complaint. 

rewarded  !hf  T b.aS  there  ever  been  anv  oomplaint  made  as 

Safari  nn  interference  ? I recollect  no  occasion  on  whibh  the  board  has  been 
Si  1™  u mterfei:e-  len  perS°"S  have  left  his  emp!°y,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
enof  ’ f ment,0ned  11  m6’  a”d  1 balieve  noticed  the  circumstance  in  his 

Xftn  Z , SaaZW7;  'VlKn  he  has  hired  a“y  ‘here  has  generally  been  a 
V byx7  °SC‘a  6“er’  °r  he  has  mentioned  it  in  bis  reports, 
work  ?— -Yds.W  Mr'  Hunter  15  pald  by  salary’  and  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  by  piece- 

Mr2  Ha'ntf -at  "f  the  difcence  between  the  income  of  the  two?- 

the  bn  UH  ajub-eomimssioner,  who  gives  up  his  whole  time  to  the  business  of 
200?  few  rfar«Nlnr°laS  15  on'y  engaged  as  the  editor  of  a particular  work, 
wo*  nt  if  7 u Hunter  give  up  his  whole  time;  to  what;  to  the  editing 

‘ ’2  0ther  bus,"ess  Every  description  of  business  of  a literary  kind, 
h,  Mr  H you  specify  some  ot  them  ?- Without  noticing  the  volumes  edited 
fp  b,  ’ W fCh  1,6  °“  tb?  table  of  the  Committee,  I ?an,  from  the  returns 
those  H?  ’ >per‘fy  ,7e  ias  fcamed>  at  Lambeth  Palace,  an  abstract  of 

those  documents  for  which  Mr.  Duncombe  made  a motion  in  the  House  of 

Commons 
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Commons  the  other  day;  a catalogue  of  historical  MSS.  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge ; and  a catalogue  of  Lord  Hale’s  Manuscripts  in  Lincoln’s-Inn  Library. 
He  has  been  employed  in  arranging  the  Appendix  to  the  General  Report:  at 

resent  he  is  not  editing  any  work,  in  consequence  of  the  pendency  of  this 
Inquiry ; almost  all  the  works  being  suspended. 

2907'  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  not  being  a sub-commissioner,  is  he  dischargeable  by 
you  ? — Decidedly  not. 

J 2908.  Then,  as  editor,  is  he  engaged  by  the  board? — Yes.  I have  given,  more 
than  once  in  the  course  of  my  examination,  the  order  of  the  board  which  authorized 
him  to  edit  that  work.  The  only  control  which  I have  over  editors  (and  I have  the 
same  control  over  sub-commissioners,)  would  be,  in  case  of  any  difficulty  arising 
during  the  interval  of  the  sitting  of  the  board  which  might  make  that  course  seem 
necessary,  to  suspend  the  work  while  at  press  till  the  board  should  meet. 

2909. *  What  amount  of  remuneration  has  he  received ; how  long  has  he  been 
engaged? — He  commenced  some  time  in  the  year  1833;  he  has  received  the 
whole  of  the  money  for  six  volumes,  and  he  has  received  100/.  on  account  of  the 
seventh  volume,  making  in  all  1,000/.,  he  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  150/.  a 
volume. 

2910.  In  three  years  he  has  received  as  much  as  Sir  F.  Palgrave  has  received 
in  one  ? — Yes. 

2911.  And  he  has  done  precisely  the  same  amount  of  work  as  we  have  estimated 
Sir  F.  Palgrave  to  have  done,  seven  volumes? — There  are  five  volumes  published, 
and  I think  the  sixth  may  be  considered  as  finished.  I wish  to  be  correct  and  to 
hold  the  balance  even ; five  volumes  have  been  actually  published,  the  sixth  volume 
is  complete,  all  except  the  preface  and  the  index,  and  I believe  some  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  seventh  ; but  I do  not  think  the  seventh  can  be  fairly  counted 
as  a volume,  and  the  sixth  is  incomplete.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  if  he  had  continued 
to  work  with  the  same  zeal  with  which  he  commenced,  might  have  earned  more 
during  that  period. 

2912.  But  in  respect  of  work  and  pay,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  whether  he  has  given 
up  more  or  less  of  his  time,  has  at  any  rate  produced  six  volumes,  and  made  some 
progress  with  the  seventh? — Yes. 

2913.  It  would  hardly  appear,  from  your  account,  that  Sir  F.  Palgrave  has  com- 
pletely produced  the  seventh,  and  therefore  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  his  work 
has  been  pretty  nearly  the  same  ; but  Sir  F.  Palgrave  has  received  more  than  1 ,800/., 
while  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  has  received  about  1,000/.;  that  is  the  state  of  the  case, 
is  it  not? — That  is  the  case.  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  I should  say,  for  the  last  12. 
months  has  given  up  very  little  time  to  the  editorship  of  the  work. 

2914.  The  Committee  are  comparing  work  done,  not  time  given  ; but  the  state- 
ment is  correct,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

2915.  Have  you  any  order  from  the  board  for  raising  Mr.  Hunter’s  salary? — 
There  is  no  formal  order  of  the  board  for  raising  it;  there  is  no  order  fixing  the 
amount  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  salary,  for  the  reason  I have  stated  before,  that  there  was 
no  occasion  to  go  to  the  board  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  any  principle  ; the 
principle  was  acknowledged. 

2916.  Is  the  principle  laid  down  in  any  minute  or  order? — It  is  thoroughly- 
established  by  the  present  usage  of  the  board. 

2917.  On  what  principle  was  the  payment  of  150/.  for  an  octavo  volume 
settled  ? — I think  that  the  rate  was  adopted  principally  on  the  recommendation 
of  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  and  other  persons  who  had  been  engaged  for  many  years  in 
literary  works;  and  we  considered  that  it  would  be  a fair  remunerating  price- 
The  subject  was  frequently  discussed  between  myself  and  individual  members  of  the 
board,  all  of  whom  seemed  to  consider  that  it  would  be  a just,  fair,  and  proper  rate 
of  remuneration. 

2918.  What  amount  did  Sir  Henry  Ellis  receive  for  his  work  on  Doomsday- 
book? — £.  300  for  the  two  volumes. 

2919.  At  the  rate  of  150/.  a volume? — Yes. 

2920.  Is  not  a much  less  proportion  of  that  original  matter  than  that  of  Sir 
Harris  Nicolas? — I think  the  bulk  of  that  volume  being  calendars  and  original 
matter,  and  considerable  additions  having  been  made  to  the  notes,  and  so  forth, 
that  supposing  the  whole  of  it  had  been  original,  supposing  the  introduction  had 
been  written  for  the  first  time,  that  150/.  per  volume  would  not  have  been  an 
adequate  remuneration. 

2921-  Then  you  think  there  is  no  discrepancy  between  the  payments  to  Sir 
k k " Harris 
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'■ r ’>  Harris  Nicolas  and  those  to  Sir.  Henry  Ellis  ? — I think  if  the  whole  of  Sir  H 
Ellis’s  work  had  been  original,  he  ought  to  have  received  more  than  300 1 ^ 
one  or  two  instances  where  the  work  is  different,  we  are  obliged  to  adopt  a diff  • ^ 
rate  of  remuneration.  For  instance,  Mr.  Roberts  at  the  Tower  is  employed8* 
a work  called  <c  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls.”  Now  I do  not  think  that  1 °»Q 
would  be  a sufficient  rate  of  remuneration  for  that ; I think  there  ought  to  be  s ' 
thing  more.  It  will  be  found  that  he  is  paid  separately  for  the  index.  Sir 
Nicolas  does  not  receive  anything  for  the  index,  his  clerk  is  paid  for  that  • but? 
Harris  introduces  long  prefaces  and  little  abstracts.  £.150.  would  be  the  re 
neration  for  editing  a record,  without  notes,  and  putting  a short  preface.  m’ 

2922.  Take  the  Close  Rolls,  and  compare  them  with  the  sheets  of  the  P ' 

Council ; do  the  sheets  of  the  Privy  Council  contain  more  matter  than  the  Clo^ 
Rolls  ? — The  sheets  of  the  Close  Rolls  are  paid  for  on  a different  principle  be'S6 
a folio  volume.  ^ 5 ein§ 

2923.  You  pay  for  them  two  guineas  per -sheet?— Yes;  and  another  eujnp 

for  passing  through  the  press.  ° ea 

2924.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  editing  a volume  of  the  Privy  Council  Books 
at  two  guineas  per  sheet ; how  many  sheets  are  there  ?— Two  guineas  per  sheet 
would  not  come  to  above  50  guineas  for  an  octavo  volume. 

2925-  Then  a sheet  of  the  Close  Rolls  must  contain  more  than  a sheet  of  the 
Privy  Council  Books?— No;  in  one  there  are  only  four  folio  pages;  in  the  other 
there  are  16  octavo  pages. 

2926.  Which  contains  most?— I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  octavo  contains 
most. 

2927.  Why  is  the  difference  of  pay  three  times  as  much  for  one  as  the  other?- 
The  150/.  is  for  editing  the  whole  of  the  volume. 

2928.  By  the  return  to  Parliament,  it  seems  that  Mr.  Hardy  only  gets  at  the 

rate  of  two  guineas  per  sheet  for  compilation  of  the  indexes  ?— The  two  guineas  per 
sheet  is  for  editing  the  text.  G ^ 

2929.  Then,  yon  see,  Mr.  Hardy  only  gets  one  guinea  to  Sir  Harris  Nicolas's 
three?— All  this  has  been  the  subject  of  a great  deal  of  discussion  between  Sir 
Harris  Nicolas,  Mr.  Hardy,  and  others,  at  the  time  when  the  rate  was  fixed  ■ we 
satisfied  ourselves  that  the  relative  proportion  was  right  at  the  time. 

2930.  Are  not  the  works  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy  generally  considered  by  compel 
tent  persons  to  be  the  very  best  works  edited  under  the  present  commission 

I should  not  say  the  best ; I believe  them  to  be  as  good  as  any  works  edited  by  the 
commission  ; I have  never  heard  of  any  defect  in  them.  I esteem  equally  those 
of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  and  those  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Sir  Harris  Nicolas ; I know 
of  no  defects  in  any  of  those  works ; none  have  been  pointed  out  to  me 

2931.  Are  they  merely  the  editing  of  records?— The  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Kens 

are  a record,  and  a very  difficult  record.  n 

2932.  You  consider  Mr.  Hardy's  to  be  as  good  as  that  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave?- 

Yes;  but  you  said  “the  best.”  ° 

2933.  The  works  being  of  equal  merit,  Mr.  Hardy  has  been  receiving  two 
guineas  ; Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  received,  at  any  rate,  five  times  as  much  as  Mr. 
Hardy  ?— I do  not  know,  I have  not  compared  the  proportion.  The  rate  at  which 
Mr.  Hardy  was  remunerated  was  a rate  which  was  approved  of  by  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas  and  others  ; before  Mr.  Hardy  was  engaged  it  had  been  the  subject  of 
a great  deal  of  discussion,  whether  the  remuneration  of  the  old  board  was  a fair 
one  or  not ; and  after  much  inquiry  and  conversation,  two  guineas  per  sheet  was 
the  price  fixed  on. 

2934*  You  paid  Mr.  Cole  one  guinea  per  sheet  for  editing  the  Miscellaneous 
Records  ( — Yes,  one  guinea  per  sheet. 

2935.  On  what  principle  was  that  fixed?— I stated  before  that  Mr.  Cole  had 
not  acquired  that  literary  reputation  which  in  my  judgment  fitted  him  at  that  period 
for  undertaking  the  editorship  of  a distinct  work ; and  I do  not  think  that  he  ought 
to  be  paid  at  the  same  rate  at  whicli  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  and  Mr.  Hardy  were  paid. 
Supposing  however,  that  Mr.  Cole  had,  after  a year  or  two  (for  alfmust  have  a 
beginning),  shown  his  capability  of  undertaking  a work  of  that  sort,  and  had  be- 
come editor  of  a distinct  work,  no  doubt  the  board  would  have  awarded  the  same 
rate  of  remuneration  to  him.  Mr.  Cole  had  only  been  a clerk  to  Sir  F.  Palgrave, 
at  a salary  of  125  /.  a year;  it  was  not  prudent  or  right  to  give  him  the  same  rate 
of  remuneration  as  persons  who  were  entrusted  with  the  sole  editorship  of  a work. 
2930.  Mr.  Cole  does  not  differ  from  other  human  beings  in  having  a beginning; 
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,,  jjardy  have  a beginning? — Yes.  Mr.  Cole  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
dld  Guinea  per  sheet  ; that  being  so,  it  was  not  for  me  to  propose  to  give  him 
fable  the  rate  of  remuneration  with  which  he  was  satisfied ; and  besides  that,  he 
, °j  „ salarv  of  150Z.  a year  from  the  board. 

Mr.  Hardy  had  a salary,  had  he  not?— None  whatever. 

onq8  After  the  disputes  which  arose  about  the  remuneration  of  Mr.  Cole,  was 
the  arrangement  of  the  one  guinea  violated  ?— The  work  was  completed  before 

there  was  any  dispute.  . , * T u r 

•203Q  Was  he  paid  for  it  at  the  rate  of  one  guinea  per  sheet  r — 1 believe  so. 

2040.  Was  that  deduction  made  from  Mr.  Cole’s  salary,  on  account  of  it?— 

This  was  one  of  the  instances  in  which  a difficulty  arose  relative  to  the  remunera- 
. n a difficulty  which  could  not  be  decided  by  the  secretary,  but  by  the  parties. 

Accordingly  the  board  appointed  a committee  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing 
what  Mr.  Cole  was  entitled  to.  ■ 

oq41  Can  you  lay  before  the  Committee  the  report  of  that  committee? — Cer- 
tainly It  was  composed  of  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Petit  and  Mr.  Protheroe ; 
they  met,  except  the  last  named ; Mr.  Cole  attended  the  committee,  and  a barrister 
attended’ on  his  behalf.  He  claimed,  I think,  569  l.  8 s.,  and  the  committee,  after 
fully  considering  his  case,  awarded  him  the  sum  of  274/.  3 s.;  that  was  the  cause 
of  the  difference  between  me  and  Mr.  Cole,  last  summer.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  my  refusing  to  pay  his  demand. 

2042.  Now,  what  is  the  rate  of  remuneration  that  Mr.  Stevenson  receives? — 

The  rate  is  stated  in  the  return  ; I think  it  is  250 1.  per  annum. 

2943.  How  many  hours  does  he  attend  ?— During  all  the  time  the  Record  Office 

at  the  Tower  is  open.  . . ..  ,, 

2944.  His  work  is  chiefly  111  arrangement  ?— He  is  arranging  the  Miscellaneous 
Records  at  the  Tower. 

2945.  Therefore  you  cannot  give  any  estimate  of  the  quantity  ot  work  produced 

by  him  ’—He  reports  quarterly  to  the  board  ; specimens  and  copies  of  his  reports 
are  before  the  Committee.  '■  TT 

2946.  In  what  department  does  Mr.  Black’s  remuneration  stand?— Me  .is 
only  engaged  for  one  year  certain,  at  300  guineas. 

2947.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged? — Mr.  Black 
has  principally  been  engaged  in  arranging  the  diplomes  which  have  been  received 
from  abroad  ; lie  superintends  what  does“ exist  (in  spite  of  what  has  been  said  by 
another  witness), — the  school  of  young  transcribers;  he  has  given  miscellaneous 
assistance  of  various  descriptions : but  when  his  year  terminates,  it  will  depend 
upon  the  board  whether  any  new  engagement  is  made  with  him,  for  at  that  period 
the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  will  have  been  completed. 

2948.  Is  he  engaged  in  editing  an  original  register?— You  mean  the  Docquet 
Book  of  Charles  the  First:  the  printing  of  that  volume  is  nearly  finished.  He  is 
passing  through  the  press  documents  which  have  been  received  from  abroad,  and 
are  intended  for  the  report  upon  the  Foedera,  but  they  are  of  a trifling  description. 

2949.  What  determines  the  rate  of  remuneration  to  persons  employed  on  the 
Continent  ? — I have  determined  it  myself ; it  has  generally  been  after  the  rate  of 
4 d.  per  folio,  and  their  expenses.  The  only  instance  in  which  any  person  was 
engaged  for  a long  period  was  Mr.  Berbrugger ; he  was  engaged  for  six  months,  at 
20  /.  per  month,  in  copying  from  the  archives  of  Paris.  It  did  not  cost  more  than 
if  he  had  been  paid  at  4 d.  per  folio.  The  only  other  person  who  received  any 
salary,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Masterton,  was  Professor  Warnkcenig. 

2950.  There  have  been  payments  to  M.  Collard;  at  what  rate  has  he  been  paid  ? 

—He  was  paid  for  making  searches  in  different  parts  of  France  ; he  produced  that 
French  circular  which  is  before  the  Committee;  as  soon  as  he  had  established  a 
communication  with  different  parts  of  France,  his  remuneration  ceased. 

2951.  At  what  rate  was  he  paid? — I forget  whether  it  was  20/.  per  month  or 
not;  I will  refer  to  the  books  and  give  the  exact  sum. 

2952.  Who  was  Mr.  Masterton  ? — He  was  formerly  employed  in  the  Foreign 
Office ; and  upon  the  representation  made  by  Mr.  Black  to  me,  that  there  was 
avast  number  of  documents  connected  with  English  history  and  fit  for  the  Foedera, 
in  Lisbon,  Mr.  Masterton  undertook  the  task  of  opening  a communication  with 
Lisbon  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  copied  ; he  fulfilled  the  design  of  his  mission, 
and  then  his  employment  ceased. 

2953.  What  salary  did  you  pay  Mr.  Masterton  ? — £.  300  for  the  12  months. 

2954.  What  did  he  go  to  Lisbon  for  ?— For  the  purpose  of  copying  as  many  ot 
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Omrl's  P C,, oP'r,  the  diplomes  as  he  could,  and  establishing  a communication,  which  he  a a 
9 ' d.W*  n’uch  >°  my  satisfaction.  I think  it  was  rather  a bold  sten  to  S" 
thither ; I was  over-persuaded  to  do  it  by  Mr.  Black,  and  the  result  has  imtifi  a1? 
experiment.  jusutied  the 

Offices5?— ^ha‘0antluaI  Payment  did  Mr-  Caley  receive  as  inspector  of  the  RwonJ 

2956.  Did  hebon&Jide  do  any  duty  at  all  for  this;  was  it  not  in  the  nah,™  r 
pension  ?-I  consider  that  Mr.  Caley  performed  but  slight  duties  durinw  that  1“  ! 
which  elapsed  between  his  appointment  and  his  falling  into  an  indifferent  .C"°l 
health.  Some  members  of  the  commission,  I believe,  considered  it  little  mo  a 
a pension ; others,  on  the  contrary,  contended  that  it  was  not  given  as  a nm.i  ™" 
*957.  Did  not  Mr.  Cole  perform  the  duties  of  Mr.  Caley  before  his  death? 
Mr.  Cole,  before  Mr.  Caley's  death,  carried  on  all  the  duties  at  the  Chanter  H 
and  Augmentation  Office.  " 61  Wouse 

2958.  For  that  he  received  150  /.  a year? — Yes. 

2959-  So  that  he  got  150/.  a year  for  doing  the  duty,  for  omitting  to  do  whirl 
Mr-  n eLreC£'V,ed  5°?.,V-1  am  afraid  that  happens  in  many  depIrtmeMs  ‘ 
2960.  Mr.  Cole  applied  to  you  to  have  his  salarv  raised  ; you  did  not  think 
necessary  ?— Yes ; there  was  a difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  Cole  and  J 
reasonnd  there  "'aS  pnnc'P,e  ’ the  dlfference  of  opinion  alone  was  a sufficient 

2961  What  did  the  board  do?-Tbe  board  declined  to  raise  Mr.  Cole’s  sals, 
of  150/.;  but  I stated  verbally  to  the  board  that  I employed  Mr.  Cole  do  2 
extra  hours  ; I think  he  was  engaged  in  that  work  at  one  guinea  per  sheet ; and  n 
that  way,  111  pursuance  of  an  understanding  between  himself  and  me,  as  an,, ears 
^he  tbo^gMfif  F°''edtbat  he  could  get  from  tool,  to  150 f.  more, 

2962.  Within  10  days’  refusal  of  the  board  did  you  not  increase  Mr.  Cole’s 
salary?— No;  I still  continued  to  employ  him  out  of  hours.  His  salary  was  it  l 
ayear;  Mr.  Cofewas  desirous  of  having  a certainty;  the  board  declined  to  ac- 
knowledge his  right  to  anything  more,  but  the  board  did  not  prevent  me  from  join, 
on  to  employ  Mr.  Cole  during  office  hours,  and  in  that  way  I reconciled  the  difcre? 
pancy  stated  Between  what  passed  at  that  board  and 'a  letter  of  mine  to  Mr 
Erotheroe,  there  is  no  discrepancy,  when  the  thing  is  understood.  The  board  dei 
dined  to  give  Mr.  Cole  a right  to  more  than  150  l.  a year,  but  the  board  did  not 
preclude  me  from  employing  him,  as  I had  hitherto  done,  out  of  office  hours.  The 
literal  oidei  of  the  board  was,  “the  board  declines  to  raise  Mr.  Cole’s  salarv ’’ 

T IT,Z  asub?e9u«lt  IettCT>  Mr.  Cole  printed  a year  or  two  afterwards,  that 

I stated  to  give  him  more  was  contrary  to  the  order  of  tile  board.  Mr.  Cole 
knew  what  I meant  ,n  that  letter  p “ it  is  contrary  to  the  literal  order  of  the  board, 
PrntiT  receivamore  than  '50  • a year ;”  but  the  board  perfectly  well  knew  (as  Mr 
e„°  2 M ,oned)’  Sm  R°hert  I"gl's  and  others  knew,  it  was  open  to  me  to 
employ  Mr.  Cole  out  of  office  hours.  ^ 

2963.  You  stated  in  this  letter  to  Mr.  Cole,  “ all  you  have  received  beyond  150I 
0/  th^lf  bfnPald.°"  my  '"d|vidual  responsibility,  not  only  without  the  sanction 
of  the  board,  but  in  contravention  of  its  order”?— That  is  the  letter  to  which 
1 was  alluding;  that  letter  was  written  a long  time  afterward.  One  does  not 
expect  to  see  private  letters  printed.  Mr.  Cole  knew  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 

“ 5he,  bo.a!'d  refu.sf;s  t0  acknowledge  your  right  to  more  than  1 50 1.  a year.” 

2964.  J should  certainly  understand  the  words  myself,  “ not  only  without  the 
sanction,  implies  that  the  hoard  did  not  expressly  authorize  you  to  pay  more; 
and  when  you  go  on  to  say,  “ but  in  direct  contravention  of  the  order  of  the  board,” 
t would  seem  that  there  had  been  a subsequent  order  from  the  board  that  Mr.  Cole 

ve?sUantw,lf,Lm?rei  tbaV5°;-  a yaar?-It  may  appear  so  to  persons  not  con- 
versant  with  the  facts;  where  persons  are  conversant  with  the  facts  and  know  the 

and  criticisedt^us*  'S  d'flerent  No  one  exPects  t0  have  his  letters  brought  forward 


■ Yp“  Taj’ that  Jbatever  may  be  the  Kteral  terms  of  the  letter,  that  private 
communication  had  passed  between  you  and  Mr.  Cole,  which  would  render  him 
°fr  y°UJ  meaning?— Yes;  he  knew  the  meaning  of  the  letter, 
that  the  board  had  refused  to  authorize  giving  him  more  than  1 50?.  a year.  My 
expression  was  perhaps  too  strong  J 

2966.  There  is  specified  a payment  to  Mr.  Bacon;  who  is  be?-He  is  a 
Chancery  barrister. 

2967.  What 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  261 


2067.  What  is  his  name? — James. 

2068.  What  did  he  do  ? — He  gave  general  assistance  to  me  in  the  affairs  of  the 
commission,  principally  when  I was  engaged  in  the  compilation  of  the  second 
volume  of  the  Account  of  the  Public  Records.  It  was  stated,  and  I think  the 
trentleman  is  in  the  room  who  stated  it,  that  it  was  paid  to  him  for  writing  a certain 
article  in  the  Edinburgh  Review ; the  truth  is,  that  my  friend  wrote  that  article, 
but  was  never  paid  for  it. 

2969.  Was  he  not  paid  for  it  by  the  editor  of  the  Review  ? — No ; the  payment 
to  Mr.  Bacon  has  often  been  the  subject  of  a joke.  But  it  was  improperly  stated 
that  he  had  received  that  money  for  writing  an  article  in  the  Edinburgh  Review. 


Luna;,  20  die  Mali,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buffer. 
M r.  Pusey 
Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Sir  Matthew  White  Ridiey. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynne. 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Thomas  Abbot , Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

2962*.  Chairman .]  I believe  you  are  deputy  auditor  and  deputy  surveyor- 
general  and  secretary  to  the  Special  Commission  for  managing  the  Affairs  of 
His  Majesty’s  Duchy  of  Cornwall? — Yes,  I am. 

2963*.  In  what  custody  are  the  records  of  the  duchy  kept?— In  the  custody  of 
the  auditor. 

2964*.  As  deputy  auditor  you  have  the  custody  of  them  ? — Yes. 

2965*.  Who  is  the  auditor  ? — Sir  George  Harrison. 

2966*.  Where  are  they  kept? — In  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office  at  Somerset 
House. 

2967*.  In  what  kind  of  apartment? — The  house  is  the  private  house  of  the 
King  in  which  I reside ; the  King  gave  it  to  me  last  year. 

2968*.  In  what  kind  of  apartments  are  the  records  kept  ? — We  have  about  four 
rooms  for  official  business ; indeed  our  documents  are  very  numerous.  I once 
had  occasion  to  take  two  tons  down  to  Exeter  upon  a trial. 

2969*.  Is  the  place  in  which  they  are  kept  dry  ? — V ery  dry. 

2970.  Do  you  think  they  suffer  any  damage  from  the  situation  in  which  they 
are  kept? — No. 

2971.  What  are  the  hours  of  attendance  at  the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall  ? — The  attendance  at  the  Duchy  Office  is  from  ten  to  four. 

2972.  Are  the  records  open  to  inspection  from  ten  to  four? — Yes;  they  are 
open  at  any  time  that  parties  require  to  see  them. 

2973.  Is  permission  required  for  searching  the  records? — Yes. 

2974.  From  whom  is  that  permission  obtained  ? — If  application  is  made  to  me 
I refer  it  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Duchy  to  know  if  the  parties  applying  are 
proper  parties  to  see  the  records. 

2975.  What  guides  your  judgment  upon  such  occasions? — The  law  officers 
guide  me ; I refer  to  them. 

2976.  WTho  are  the  law  officers? — Mr.  William  Harrison  is  the  attorney- 
general,  and  the  solicitors  are  Messrs.  Parke  and  Freeth. 

2977.  If  a person  wishes  to  see  the  records  in  the  office,  he  must  apply  by 
■writing  to  you  ? — I wish  he  should. 

2978.  And  that  application  you  refer  to  the  counsel  and  the  solicitors? — Yes. 

2979.  The  applicant  has  to  await  the  result  of  your  reference  ? — Yes ; but  that 
is  almost  immediately ; I lose  no  time. 

2980. . What  guides  your  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  01  the  application ? — 
1 am  guided  by  the  officers. 

2981.  Are  there  any  settled  principles  upon  which  you  act? — I should  know 
with  certainty  what  the  public  records  were,  whether  they  were  Enrolments,  or 
Ministers’  Accounts,  or  Court  Rolls. 

2982.  Then  this  reference  is  made  solely  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
search  that  the  applicant  wishes  to  make  ? — Yes,  that  I may  know  they  are  proper 
parties  applying,  and  what  may  be  the  records  as  regarding  the  Duke  of  Corn- 
wall or  his  tenants,  such  as  the  Assession  Rolls  or  the  Ministers’  Accounts. 

°-33.  k k 3 2983.  Has 


Charles  P.  Cooper , 
Esq. 


29  April  1836. 
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2983.  Has  the  applicant  to  specify  the  particular  object  of  his  search? I \v: , 

him  to  do  so  that  I may  relieve  myself  from  all  responsibility. 

2984.  Do  you  wish  him  to  search  the  calendars  and  indexes  ? — I think  not 

2985.  Have  you  calendars  and  indexes  ? — We  have  catalogues. 

2986.  Perfect  catalogues? — My  time  is  not  devoted  to  the  record  department- 
l veiy  seldom  have  occasion  to  do  it  myself;  I have  a clerk  there,  and  those 
parties  who  are  entitled  to  have  copies  they  are  made. 

2987.  You  do  not  know  the  state  of  the  catalogues? — Yes,  I do;  thevarpi 

the  office.  1 _ “ 

2988.  Are  they  good  ones? — Yes;  they  were  chiefly  prepared  for  the  trial  of 
Rowe  v.  Brenton. 

2989.  Suppose  a person  comes  there,  knowing  he  wants  a document  for  a par- 
ticular object,  but  not  knowing  where  it  is  to  be  found,  what  facilities  of  search 
has  he  ? — His  application  would  be  general,  unless  he  specified  the  nature  of  the 
document,  and  unless  he  was  applying  for  a tenant  of  the  manor. 

2990.  Suppose  the  permission  given  by  you  to  search  ? — Then  he  might  have 
such  copies  as  he  pleased. 

2991 . Supposing  he  did  not  know  the  record  he  wanted,  does  he  search  through 
the  records,  or  does  the  officer  search  ? — No,  the  officer  searches. 

2992.  Is  any  fee  paid  upon  that  search? — Yes,  but  it  is  very  small ; we  had 
rather  not  make  copies  than  take  the  fees . 

2993.  What  are  the  fees  upon  a search? — Three  shillings  and  four-pence  or- 
es. 8 d.  upon  a search  probably  ; or  3 s.  4 d.  or  6 s.  8 d.  upon  a copy,  a copy  of  a 
Court  Roll  or  Assession  Roll. 

2994.  Do  you  allow  a portion  of  a record  to  be  copied,  or  must  the  person  take 
a copy  of  the  whole  ? — A portion  may  be  c opied,  and  often  is. 

2995.  You  say  you  make  a distinction  between  different  classes  of  records- 
some  you  grant  permission  to  search,  and  others  not ; upon  what  principle  is  that 
distinction  made? — Take  the  Assession  Roll,  which  is  the  assession  of  the  tenants 
every  seven  years ; a tenant  frequently  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  makes  an  appli- 
cation to  trace  back  the  different  admissions  every  seven  years,  by  which  he  would 
be  able  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  title  to  a purchaser ; if  there  is  a proper  person 
applying,  such  information  is  instantly  given  to  him ; and  probably  that  is  suffi- 
cient from  the  Assession  Roll  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  title  for  a purchaser. 

2996.  Do  you  consider  that  that  is  a roll  to  which  the  public  ought  to  have 
access? — Yes,  if  he  is  a tenant  applying;  because  Lord  Tenterden  laid  it  down 
he  had  a right  to  inspect  them. 

2997.  Suppose  it  is  a party  with  a hostile  view  ? — If  he  is  a tenant  of  the 

manor 

2998.  Suppose  he  intends  to  be  a purchaser ; you  take  the  case  of  a man  wanting 
to  make  a title ; suppose  a purchaser  applied  ? — It  would  be  the  vendor  who 
would  apply,  who  might  not  have  access  to  the  assession  books  in  the  country. 
There  is  a commission  at  the  head  of  the  roll,  by  which  the  Duke  of  Cornwall 
grants  to  the  tenants  their  estates  every  seven  years. 

2999.  Are  there  any  of  those  records  which  you  do  not  allow  any  persons  to 
see  ? — What  you  would  call  records : we  have  a variety  of  all  sorts  of  docu- 
ments, Assession  Rolls,  Ministers’  Accounts  and  Receivers’  Accounts. 

3000.  Those  you  do  not  allow  the  public  to  see  ? — No,  not  all ; some  are  the 
private  documents  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

3001.  Do  you  consider  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  the  property  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales?— Yes,  I do. 

3002.  When  there  is  no  Prince  of  Wales  ? — The  revenues  go  to  the  privy 
purse. 

3003.  Sir  Robert  Ii.  Inglis. ] They  go  the  King  individually,  as  belonging  to 
the  privy  purse  ? — Yes. 

3004.  Distinguished  from  the  Crown  ? — Yes. 

3005.  Chairman.]  Have  there  not  been  some  records  relating-  to  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office? — Yes,  in  1802  a great  many  came 
from  the  Augmentation  Office. 

3006.  Are  there  not  some  there  now  ? — I do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge, 
for  I do  not  know  where  the  Augmentation  Office  is. 

3007.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence,  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  of  any 

records  relating  to  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  ? — Not  of  my  own  knowledge ; I have 
heard  of  it ; I believe  there  are.  _ 

3008.  Do 
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008  Do  you  know  of  what  class  of  records  they  are  ? — I should  think  they  Thomas  Abbot,  Esq. 

■tht  be  Court  Rolls,  or  the  Ministers’  Accounts,  or  Assession  Rolls.  — ■ 

"“Lon.  You  do  not  know  No,  I do  not  exactly.  • 2 lS36- 

qoio.  You  are  aware  that  the  Record  Commission  has  been  applied  to  endea- 
vouring to  get  those  into  the  Record  Office  of  the  duchy  ?— Yes. 

o0u.  Do  you  know  whether  they  are  accessible  to  the  public  at  the  Augmenta- 
tion Office  ?■ — I believe  they  are  at  all  record  offices. 

qoi2.  Do  you  not  happen  to  know  whether  the  documents  in  the  Augmentation 
Office  are  accessible  to  the  public?— I am  very  little  acquainted  with  the  records  ; 

I never  go  to  any  public  office  to  search  records ; I do  not  know  what  they  con- 
tain ; I have  heard  there  are  some  there  relating  to  the  duchy  of  Cornwall. 

3013.  Are  you  not  aware  that  a correspondence  has  been  carried  on  between 
the  Duchy  Office  and  the  Record  Commission  relative  to  the  transference  of  those 
records  to  the  custody  of  the  duchy? — Yes,  I have  heard  that  Sir  George  Harrison 
has  corresponded  with  them  upon  the  subject. 

3014.  Do  you  not  know  that  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  are  accessible 
to  the  public  ? — Unless  I knew  the  nature  of  them  I cannot  say. 

3015.  Do  you  not  know  that  all  public  records  in  the  public  offices  are  acces- 
sible to  the  public  ? — I consider  they  are. 

3016.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  records  in  the  public  record  offices  are 
open  to  the  public  ? — I consider  that  they  are. 

3017.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  effect  of  transferring  those  documents 
from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy  would  be  diminishing  their  accessi- 
bility to  the  public  ? — Not  if  they  related  exclusively  to  the  possessions  of  the 
Duke  of  Cornwall ; the  public  would  not  be  deprived  of  any  advantage  by  their 
being  transferred  to  the  duchy,  for  the  principal  records,  the  Assession  Rolls,  the 
Ministers’  Accounts  and  Receivers’  Accounts,  all  relating  to  the  Duchy  Office, 
were  transferred  from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy,  and  I do  not  con- 
ceive that  the  public  have  been  prejudiced  by  it. 

3018.  Would  not  the  effect  of  transferring  any  records  from  a public  record 
office  to  the  duchy  render  the  access  of  the  public  dependent  upon  the  pleasure 
of  the  duchy  officers  ? — Not  if  they  were  the  proper  parties  to  see  them. 

3019.  You  would  be  the  person  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  application, 
and  it  would  therefore  depend  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  duchy  officers  ?^ — No 
proper  parties  would  be  prevented  seeing  if  they  applied. 

3020.  Have  not  those  records  been  frequently  referred  to  in  litigations  between 
the  duchy  of  Cornwall  and  other  proprietors  of  land  in  the  county  of  Cornwall  ? 

—In  the  case  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  Mr.  Rowe’s  solicitor  made  many  applications  to 
see  records,  but  unless  they  were  records,  and  not  private  papers  of  the  Duke  of 
Cornwall,  they  were  not  allowed  to  see  them,  because  there  is  a distinction. 

3021.  On  litigations  between  yourselves  and  another  party,  when  that  party 
has  applied  for  papers  upon  which  his  claim  depended,  you  have  exercised  a dis- 
cretion in  granting;  or  refusing  his  application,  making  yourselves  the  judges 
whether  they  were  papers  that  your  opponent  ought  to  have  a sight  of? — Yes ; if 
the  application  was  made  to  me  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Rowe,  I referred  the  application 
to  our  law  officers,  and  if  they  considered  they  were  records  that  they  might  see 
they  were  allowed  to  see  them,  if  not  they  were  refused. 

3022.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  some  right  respecting  the  manor  of  Tyewarn 
Hale  was  a matter  in  dispute  between  the  duchy  and  some  parties  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall  ? — When  ? 


3023.  Lately? — There  are  so  many  disputes  between  parties,  adventurers  in 
mines,  that  I cannot  say. 

3024.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  important  information  respecting  the  rights 
of  the  duchy  in  this  manor  was  found  among  the  records  in  the  Augmentation 
Office? — I know  so  little  upon  the  subject  I cannot  say. 

3025.  You  do  not  know? — I cannot  say  that  I do  know  that  there  was  any 
dispute  between  parties. 

3026.  You  do  not  know  that  the  information  found  in  this  case  was  favourable 


to  the  party,  and  unfavourable  to  the  duchy  ? — I did  not  inspect  or  examine  the 


3927  • Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  ?t— No,  not  unless  you  name  the  parties ; 
1 might  have  some  recollection  of  it ; I hear  of  Tyewarn  Hale  and  Tyewarn 
lyas. 

3028.  Are  you  aware  that  lately,  upon  some  matters  in  dispute  between  the 
k k 4 duchy 
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;sfl-  duchy  and  some  parties  connected  with  the  manor,  that  some  information  f-  - 
able  to  the  parties  and  unfavourable  to  the  duchy  was  found  in  the  Augme,*?0^' 

Office,  as  to  the  common  of  Boscundle,  in  the  manor  of  Tyewarn  Hale  ?. .7utlOU 

is  in  the  manor  of  Tewington.  ’ ’ 


J mi-  liiauyji  x cwmgbuu.  ' 

3029.  Do  you  know  that  in  that  case  information  unfavourable  to  the 
was  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office  ? — Really  I do  not  know  it ; when  r / 
are  examined,  they  turn  out  to  be  more  favourable  to  the  Duke’  of  Cm-,,  w' 
rights  than  to  the  rights  of  others.  wa^s 

. 3030.  Would  not  the  effect  of  transferring  those  records  from  the  Augme 
tion  Office  to  the  Duchy  Office  have  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  duchy  of  Con, 
to  keep  the  party  out  of  the  possession  of  information  material  to  the  estate  T 
ment  of  his  rights  ? — Wo ; not  if  public  records.  ! |' 

3031.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  In  regard  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  anv  do 
ments  in  the  Duchy-office,  do  you  consider  you  are  a national  officer  and  in  t| 
possession  of  national  documents,  or  in  the  situation  of  the  steward  of  a nriv  t 
individual  in  possession  of  private  deeds  ?— I consider  myself  the  private  sem  t 
of  the  King;  but  there  are  some  public  documents  in  the  office.  ™ 

. 3032.  Are  you  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  documents  sought  to  be  transferred 
in  the  course  of  the  correspondence  between  Sir  George  Harrison  and  the  CnnT 
missioners  of  Records  from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy  of  CormvaD 
whether  they  are  such  private  title  deeds  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Duke  rf 
Cornwall,  or  public  and  national  records  ? — I should  consider  that  they  would 
relate  solely  to  the  possessions  of  the  dnehy.  J 

30.33-  Mr.  Pusey.]  Have  you  any  public  record?— Yes,  Assession  Rolls  and 
Court  Rolls,  and  Ministers’  Accounts ; but  Receivers’  Accounts  are,  I should 
consider,  not  open  to  the  public. 

3034.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  Are  the  records  in  the  Duchy  Office  under  the 
custody  of  any  particular  officer  ? — They  are  under  the  custody  of  the  auditor  * 
and  I could  read  the  records  formerly,  but  I cannot  now  so  well. 

3035.  Who  is  the  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  the  search,  when  permission 
is  granted  to  search  the  records  ?— We  have  a record-clerk,  Mr.  Frederic  Devon* 
but  we  have  an  able  officer  there,  Mr.  Tucker. 

3036.  Is  he  always  there  during  the  hours  you  have  stated  ?— Our  hours  of 
attendance  are  from  ten  to  four. 

3°37-  He  receives  his  instructions  from  you,  not  from  the  law-officers  of  the 
board  ■'•—I  do  not  wish  to  take  that  responsibility  upon  myself,  and  I refer  it  to 
the  law-officers,  in  conjunction  with  the  auditor;  and  if  it  is  right,  they  have 
immediate  access. 


3038.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  principle  upon  which  this  permission  is 
granted  or  withheld,  except  whether  the  document  is  of  a public  or  private 
nature : — Yes,  that  is  the  distinction. 

3039-  Are  these  records  separately  arranged  with  resptn  bd.o  their  private  and 
public  character  ?— Tim  Assession  Rolls  might  be  public  0 theivate. 

304°-  Is  that  distinction  kept  in  view  in  the  arrangements  of  the  Duchy  Office? 
—It  you  call  the  enrolment  books  public  records,  they  are  regularly  arranged; 
the  Assession  Rolls  are  arranged  in  presses,  and  the  Ministers’  Accounts  are 
arranged  in  presses,  and  labelled. 

3041.  You  spoke  of  the  records  being  in  four  rooms  ; are  any  of  those  sepa- 
rately applied  to  keeping  the  public  and  private  records  ? — Our  books  are  mixed. 

3 04 2.  They  are  mixed  in  the  arrangement  of  the  records  and  in  the  catalogue? 
— Yes,  we  have  a catalogue. 

3043-  So  that,  though  you  acknowledge  to  have  a certain  number  of  public 
records,  there  is  no  index  or  catalogue  referring  to  them  separately  1 — No,  they 
are  all  in  one  list.  1 J 


3°44-  Consequently,  there  is  no  catalogue  or  index  that  you  think  the  public 
has  a right  to  demand  the  inspection  of  ? — I think  they  have  no  right  to  demand 
0 see  the  catalogue,  and  if  they  wanted  to  see  such  a record,  the  question  isr 
whether  it  is  proper  they  should  see  it  or  not. 

3045.  If  that  demand  is  made,  is  it  always  conceded  ?— If  there  is  no  objection 
to  the  party. 

3046’.  So  that  there  is  a separate  condition,  not  merely  as  to  the  record  being 
public  or  private,  but  as  to  the  party  ?— If  it  is  a public  record  anybody  may  see 
■t,  but  we  make  a distinction  between  them. 

3047.  By  what  means  can  any  person  know  there  are  records  of  a particular 

character 
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liaracter  in  your  office  ?- — If  a party  comes  to  see  an  enrolment  or  a lease,  that  is 
C nublic  record,  and  he  would  have  it ; if  he  asked  to  see  the  Receivers’  Accounts 
it  might  be  questionable. 

0048.  A party  having  a particular  object  in  view,  and  not  knowing  whether 
there  was  a particular  document  or  not  bearing  upon  it  in  existence,  there  is  no 
catalogue  or  index  to  which  he  could  refer  ? — Yes,  we  have  a catalogue,  but  it  is 
not  usual  to  submit  it  to  persons  applying. 

5040-  Sir  Robert  TI.  Inglis .]  Was  that  catalogue  prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  King  as  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  of  the  duchy  ? 

Yes. . 

3050.  In  other  words,  it  is  such  a catalogue  of  the  muniments  of  the  Duke  of 
Cornwall  as  any  other  great  landed  proprietor  might  have  had  made  of  his  private 
muniments  ?— Precisely. 

3051.  Chairman.']  Is  it  not  similar  to  muniments  of  the  same  kind  which 
existed  in  the  office  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  ? — I do  not  know  anything  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster ; I presume  they  have  a catalogue  there. 

3052.  You  say  they  are  the  same  kind  of  papers  as  a landed  proprietor  might 
have  made  out  for  his  own  information  respecting  his  estate? — Yes. 

3053.  Are  they  not  similar  to  those  that  exist  in  the  duchy  of  Lancaster? — 
I do  not  know  anything  of  it ; I should  consider  it  a private  office. 

3054.  You  consider  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  a private  proprietor,  and  the  Duke 
of  Lancaster  a public  proprietor  ? — When  there  is  a Prince  of  Wales  the  duchy  is 
in  a subject  like  any  lord  of  the  manor.  We  did  not  get  our  records  from  the 
Augmentation  Office  till  1802,  and  the  catalogue  was  prepared  by  the  late 
Mr.  Robert. Gray.  If  there  were  any  historical  information,  we  should  always 
give  it  as  matter  of  courtesy  to  Mr.  Lysons,  or  anybody  else  who  was  writing  a 
history  of  the  duchy ; but  we  should  not  wish  to  furnish  that  information  to  any- 
body who  was  opposing  the  duchy. 

Mr.  Abbot  begs  to  add  to  his  evidence  the  accompanying  opinion  of  Lord 
Abinger,  Sir  Nicholas  Tindall  and  Mr.  William  Harrison  on  the  subject  of  the 
duchy  records. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  parties  have  no  right  to  the  inspection  of  any  document  that 
does  not  relate  to  the  subject  in  dispute,  or  that  is  not  of  a public  nature. 

Of  the  first  description  is  the  book  called  The  Tertia  Pars,  which  we  therefore  think 
ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  their  inspection. 

We  apprehend  the  Indices  and  Calendars  are  of  the  second  description,  having  been 
compiled  by  the  officers  of  the  duchy  for  their  own  convenience  in  making  occasional 
researches. 

We  should  not,  however,  object  to  the  inspection  of  these  as  a matter  of  courtesy  if  they 
were  confined  to  the  matters  in  dispute,  but  being  informed  that  they  contain  various  other 
matters,  some  of  which  are  not  of  a public  nature,  we  think  this  a sufficient  reason  for  with- 
holding them.  As  to  the  correspondence  of  the  council,  we  conceive  it  to  be  of  a private 
nature,  relating  to  a part;'  lar  transaction,  and  that  the  parties  have  no  claim  to  inspect  it. 

m (signed)  J.  Scarlett. 

N.  C.  Tindall. 

Westminster,  15  May  1S27.  W.  Harrison. 

Charles  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

3.055-  Chairman.]  I am  now  about  to  examine  you  with  respect  to  the  foreign 
collections.  On  looking  over  your  former  evidence,  it  appears  you  consider  that 
these  foreign , collections  were  justified,  bn  account  of  two  works  which  it  came 
within  the  province  of  the  Commission  to  publish ; those  are,  first,  the  collection 
of  foreign  historians,  which  was  confided  to  the  Record  Board  by  a vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  year  1822  and,  secondly,  by  the  preparations  you  are 
making  to  publish  a supplement  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera ; am  I right  in  that  ? — The 
foreign  collections  have  been  made  with  a view  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera;  but  in 
making  those  collections  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining 
information  Relative  to  manuscripts  and  documents  connected  with  early  English 
history,  which  were  not  in  the  nature  of  diplomes,  and  consequently  were  not 
wanted  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera.  This  we  have  done,  because  it  has  been . pro- 
ductive of  no  additional  expense;  the  collections  were  made  with  a view  to 
Rymer’s  Fcedera.  - 

3056-  You  say  in  your  former  evidence,  you  should  consider  yourself  justified, 
under  this  authority,  in  publishing  extracts  from  Tacitus  or  Caesar,  or  any  infor- 
mation of  that  kind  forming  materials  for  the  History  of  England  r — No ; but 
extracts  from  Tacitus,  Caesar,  and  other  classic  writers,  and  passages  relative 

°-33-  L L to 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  to  ancient  British  history,  have  been  taken  for  the  work  called  Materials  for  th 
Esq.  History  of  Britain : they  could  have  no  reference  whatever  to  Rymer’s  Fcede^ 

The  reason  I stated  it  was,  that  the  work  entitled  Materials  for  the  History  ^ 

2 May  1836.  Britain  is  notoriously  formed  upon  the  model  of  Dom  Bouquet’s  collection;  {Lj 
you  will  find  that  the  first  volume  of  that  great  collection,  published  under  fo 
authority  of  Louis  XV.,  consists  entirely  of  extracts  from  Greek  and  Latin  writers 
and  passages  connected  with  French  history. 

3057.  Your  authority  is  derived  from  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons- 
and  the  words  of  that  address  are,  “ That  an  humble  address  should  be  presented 
to  His  Majesty,  representing  that  the  editions  of  the  works  of  our  ancient  Listo- 
rians  are  incorrect  and  defective ; that  many  of  their  writings  still  remain  in 
manuscript,  and  in  some  cases  in  a single  copy  only ; and  that  an  uniform  and 
convenient  edition  of  the  whole,  published  under  His  Majesty’s  royal  sanction 
would  be  an  undertaking  honourable  to  His  Majesty’s  reign,  and  conducive  to 
the  advancement  of  historical  and  constitutional  knowledge ; and  this  House 
therefore,  humbly  besought  His  Majesty  to  give  such  directions  as  His  Majesty  in 
His  wisdom  might  think  fit,  for  the  publication  of  a complete  edition  of  the 
ancient  historians  of  the  realm.”  Do  you  not  think  that  the  words  of  this 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  limited  the  task  imposed  upon  the  Commission  to 
the  reprinting  or  printing  for  the  first  time  the  works  of  those  authors  who  might 
be  called  the  ancient  historians  of  this  country  ? — The  address  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  will  appear  by  the  debate  out  of  which  the  address  arose,  had  refer- 
ence to  a plan  previously  prepared  by  Mr.  Petrie,  for  the  publication  of  a work 
entitled,  “ The  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain;”  and  upon  reference  to  that 
plan,  of  which  you  have  a copy  in  the  book  before  you,  you  will  find  it  is  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Petrie,  as  part  of  the  scheme,  that  extracts  should  be  made  from  the 
classic  writers  of  everything  relating  to  Britain ; and  he  not  only  goes  so  far  as 
classic  writers,  but  he  goes  so  far  as  French  or  German  writers. 

3058.  I find  no  reference  made  to  this  plan  of  Mr.  Petrie  in  the  debate ; I find 
a reference  to  his  name  as  an  able  individual  ? — It  was  a matter  of  notoriety  that 
the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  had  reference  to  that  plan. 

3059.  Why  did  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  limit  the  desirableness 
of  those  objects  to  cases  where  the  works  of  our  ancient  historians  are  incorrect 
and  defective,  or  are  still  remaining  in  manuscript,  and  in  some  cases  in  a single 
copy  only ; you  could  not  say  that  that  applied  either  to  Tacitus  or  Caesar  ?— 

I do  not  think  that  the  Commissioners,  when  the  Treasury  confided  to  them  the 
execution  of  the  plan  pointed  out  by  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  were 
limited  by  the  terms  of  that  address. 

3060.  Do  you  mean  there  was  any  difference  between  the  words  of  the  address 
and  the  letter  from  the  Treasury ; the  letter  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  copies  the  words 
of  the  address  ? — I think,  under  the  terms  of  that  address,  the  Commissioners 
were  fully  authorized  in  prefixing  extracts  from  classic  writers  to  the  first 
volume  of  the  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  principally  composed  of  our 
own  chronicles. 

3061.  You  are  using  a term  here  which  I see  nothing  to  justify  your  using; 
you  are  speaking  of  the  materials  for  the  history  of  Britain,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  has  directed  the  publication  of  the  ancient  historians  of  the  realm  ?— 
Materials  for  the  history  of  Britain  are  the  works  of  the  ancient  historians  of 
the  realm. 

3062.  There  may  be  many  works  materials  for  history,  poems,  ballads  and 
tales,  which  you  cannot  call  the  works  of  the  ancient  historians  of  the  country  1— 
If  it  had  been  the  intention  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  commissioners  should  not  be  followed,  there  would  have  been  some  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect  given  to  the  commissioners ; but  Mr.  Petrie’s  plan  was  referred 
to,  and  I think  his  name  was  expressly  mentioned  bv  Sir  James  Mackintosh  and 
Mr.  Hudson  Gurney. 

3063.  I am  asking  these  questions  with  reference  to  an  answer  of  yours  upon  a 
former  examination ; I then  asked  whether  a catalogue  of  all  the  works  relating  to 
St.  Ursula  was  a matter  that  came  within  the  province  of  the  Record  Commissioners, 
and  you  then  stated  you  considered  that  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  King- 
intended  that  the  lives  and  memorials  of  the  saints  should  form  part  of  a great 
historical  collection  ; I want  to  know  whether  you  can  justify  that  under  the  term 
of  “ ancient  historians  of  the  realm  ;”  would  you  not  be  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  ampler  interpretation  of  collecting  materials  for  the  history  of  England 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  that  address,  not  only  that  the 
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1 ro-er  historical  works,  such  as  the  Saxon  chronicle  and  other  works  of  that 
description,  should  be  printed,  but  that  all  the  materials  of  that  period  (of  which 
the  lives  of  saints  formed  a most  considerable  part)  should  be  inserted  in  the 

C°  2064.  Then  you  conceive  that  all  works  that  in  any  way  may  be  used  as  mate- 
rial for  history,  entered  into  the  contemplation  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? — 
I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

3065.  For  instance,  all  ballads  throwing  light  upon  national  manners  and 
history  • — I apprehend  it  was  never  the  intention  of  Parliament  that  this  national 
work  should  be  less  complete  than  works  of  a similar  description  published  by 
other  countries. 

3066.  There  is  no  model  referred  to,  and  I am  asking  whether,  under  the 
terms  of  the  address,  all  materials  for  English  history  are  to  be  collected ; was  it  a 
general  direction  to  collect  the  most  perfect  materials  for  the  history  of  Britain  ? — 
It  was  so  considered  by  Mr.  Petrie.  There  was  a committee  formed  of  Mr.  Allen 
and  Mr.  Petit,  the  object  of  which  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  plan  pursued  by 
Mr.  Petrie  came  within  the  words  of  the  address : those  gentlemen  made  a report 
which  I have  set  forth  in  my  former  examination,  by  which  it  appears  that  they 
were  of  opinion  that  the  plan  adopted  by  Mr.  Petrie  came  within  the  address ; 
and  my  opinion  coincides  with  theirs. 

3067.  You  mean  to  say  that  the  words  of  the  address  gave  you  power  to  collect 
all  the  materials  for  the  most  complete  history  of  Britain  ? — It  gave  us  authority 
to  collect  materials  similar  to  those  in  the  great  work  of  Dom  Bouquet  or 
Muratori. 

3068.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.~\  Is  there  not  a metrical  account 
of  King  William’s  descent  at  the  Conquest  ? — Yes. 

3069.  Which  is  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  history  of  this  country? — Un- 
doubtedly ; and  there  is  in  the  library  at  Brussels  a very  valuable  manuscript 
of  that  poem.  As  nobody  ever  doubted  that  it  came  within  the  meaning  of  the 
address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  accordingly  Mr.  Petrie  has  obtained  a copy 
of  it,  and  it  is  printed. 

3070.  Chairman .]  My  question  was  whether,  if  you  extend  the  words  of  the 
Commission,  not  merely  to  the  collection  of  those  works  that  may  be  called  the 
works  of  the  ancient  historians  of  the  country,  but  to  all  works  that  may  be 
called  the  materials  for  history,  would  it  not  tend  to  take  in  a quantity  of  works 
of  imagination,  which  throw  more  light  upon  history  than  many  historical  works ; 
you  say  it  would  tend  to  take  in  all  the  fables,  and  the  lives  of  the  saints,  because 
they  throw  a valuable  light,  which  nobody  disputes,  upon  the  manners  and  affairs 
of  the  countiy ; it  would  equally  extend  to  take  in  ballads ; does  the  obtaining 
that  information  enter  into  the  province  of  the  commission ; or  what  line  do  you 
draw  between  those  it  was  their  province  to  collect  or  not  ? — I have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  every  ancient  ballad  containing  historical  facts,  I should  deem 
proper  to  come  within  the  collection. 

3071.  The  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase? — Yes.  If  before  the  Conquest,  such  a 
ballad  would  be  most  valuable. 

3072.  Do  you  limit  ancient  ballads  to  the  period  before  the  Conquest? — That 
must  depend  upon  the  ballad  itself. 

3°73-  The  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase  is  referred  to?— No,  that  would  not;  that 
is  of  too  late  a period. 

3074.  That  refers  to  the  period  of  Edward  the  3d  or  Henry  the  4th ; how  is  it 
you  consider  yourself  justified  in  making  inquiries  respecting  the  best  manuscripts 
of  Froissart,  and  yet  say  decidedly  you  would  not  be  justified  in  publishing  a work 
throwing  a light  on  history  at  the  same  period  ? — The  work  of  Froissart  is  the 
best  history  that  we  have  at  the  period  of  Edward  the  3d;  I consider  Froissart 
a national  historian,  though  a foreigner. 

3°75-  You  say  a ballad  like  Chevy  Chase,  before  the  Conquest,  ought  to  be  put 
into  the  collection,  but  a ballad  of  Chevy  Chase,  at  the  time  it  occurred,  ought 
not  to  be  put  in ; how  do  you  draw  the  distinction  ? — There  is  a very  obvious 
reason ; before  the  Conquest  the  materials  for  history  are  very  scarce,  after 
that  period  they  are  much  more  abundant:  it  must  depend  upon  the  abundance 
or  scantiness  of  the  materials. 

3076-  Do  you  think  the  authority  given  to  you,  in  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  limits  you  to  the  authentic  materials  for  history,  the  works  of  histo- 
, nans,  or  that  it  allows  you  to  collect  all  materials  that  would  throw  any  light 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  upon  the  subject  ? — I interpret  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  bv  tl 

Esi3*  outline  of  the  scheme  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Petrie,  and  which  ,„!e 

“T  TT  in  the  hands  of  those  Members  who  took  a part  in  the  debate.  Reading 

y 3 address  consistently  with  the  outline  of  the  plan,  I say  that,  previously  to  tl 6 

Conquest,  materials  of  every  description  of  an  historical  kind  ought  to  be  intr  6 
duced  into  the  work,  from  the  comparative  paucity  of  information ; and  looki 
at  the  same  outline  of  the  plan  when  you  come  to  a more  recent  period,  I think 
a selection  must  necessarily  be  made,  because  the  materials  for  its  history  becom 
much  more  abundant,'  and  we  must,  exclude  many  ballads,  and  many  passages 
from  the  lives  of  saints,  that  would  have  been  admitted  at  an  earlier  period.  ° 
3077.  You  make  this  answer  with  regard  to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Petrie,  which  we 
have  not  before  us  ? — I cannot  shut  my  eyes  against  that  plan,  whatever  mav 
have  been  the  words  of  the  address.  I cannot,  as  a lawyer,  or  if  I were  a coin 
missioner,  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  plan  of  Mr.  Petrie  was  in  view. 

_ 3078.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  were  not  connected  with  the  board  at  that 
time ; and,  in  the  answers,  you  are  giving,  you  are  giving  the  opinion  of  an  indi- 
vidual not  officially  cognizant  of  the  original  adoption  or  the  views  on  which  that 
adoption  rested  by  the  commissioners  of  the  work  in  question,  and  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  to  be  carried  on  ? — A great  deal  of  my  present  and  former  examina- 
tion is  merely  matter  of  opinion,  which  opinion  rests  very  much  upon  the  circum- 
stance of  my  being  acquainted  with  that  outline  or  sketch,  and  familiar  with 
foreign  collections,  particularly  the  work  of  Dom  Bouquet,  which  this  work,  the 
Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  was  intended  to  imitate. 

3079.  Chairman .]  The  object  of  the  questions  has  been  to  ascertain  whether 

‘ you  considered  that  the  commissioners  were  limited  to  collecting  the  works  of 

ancient  historians,  the  authentic  materials  for  history,  or  all  works  that  throw  any 
light  upon  the  literature  or  manners  of  the  age ; do  I understand  you  rightly  that 
the  commissioners  were  authorized  to  make  the  largest  collection  with  regard  to 
the  earlier  period  of  our  history,  but  with  regard  to  later  times  they  had  to 
confine  themselves  to  ancient  historians  and  authentic  materials  for  history  ?— 

I should  say  that  the  line  was  very  fairly  drawn  by  the  manuscripts  mentioned 
by  .Mr.  Petrie;  you  will  see  that  he  has  transcribed  documents  for  the  earlier 
period  different  from  those  for  the  later. 

3080.  It  is  under  those  two  authorities  you  have  prepared  this  work.  Ap- 
pendix (A)  ?— Yes.  . 

3081.  What  is  this  book  ? — It  is  an  Appendix  to  the  Report  upon  the  Fcedera, 
of  any  materials  for  British  history  existing  in  foreign  libraries  and  archives. 

3082.  Is  not  this  book  in  fact  a catalogue  of  works  in  foreign  libraries  relating- 
in  any  way  to  England  or  Englishmen  ? — As  I stated  before,  Appendix  (A)  con- 
tains notices  of  all  manuscripts  that  I could  discover  in  foreign  libraries  connected 
with  English  history  or  literature,  and  of  all  manuscripts  written  by  natives  of  the 
British  Isles. 

3083.  It  seems  to  me,  in  making  this  catalogue,  you  have  mentioned  a great 
many  works  which  would  not  in  any  way  come  under  the  classes  to  which  you 
formerly  confined  it  ? — No,  you  mentioned  poems  by  the  Earl  of  Rochester ; I have 
taken  in  everything  that  I could  discover,  and  for  this  reason,  that  the  expense 
was  not  increased.  Those  medical  treatises,  which  afforded  vou  so  much  amuse- 
ment, would  not  be  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the  Commission,  but  it  is  only  the 
expense  of  three  words  of  type : although  the  information  may  not  be  useful 
to  the  board,  it  may  be  useful  to  other  inquirers ; and  the  probability  is,  that 
giving  it  may  save  expense,  because  the  next  post  might  bring  me  an  account  of 
the  manuscript  much  longer  than  my  printed  notice. 

3084.  What  guided  you  in  printing  this  information ; what  benefit  could  the 
public  derive  from  knowing  there  existed  in  different  libraries  on  the  Continent 
manuscripts  or  editions  of  works  which  existed  in  great  plenty  in  England,  such 
as  the  works  of  Bede  ? — Most  of  the  manuscripts  of  Bede  mentioned  there  are  of  a. 
very  early  date. 

3085.  The  Appendix  seems  to  have  this  fault,  that  you  never  give  the  dates/? 
— Generally  the  dates  are  given;  wherever  I could  find  them.  Take  Saint 
Gall’s,  for  instance;  wherever  I could  ascertain  the  age  I have  given  the 
date. 

3086.  Sir  Robert  IT.  Inglis.]  You  have  been  asked  several  questions  in  reference 
to  ballads.  The  song  of  Ilarmodius  and  Aristogeiton,  the  sagas  of  the  Runic  poets, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


I 

I SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  269 

1 death  song  of  Regner  Lodbrog,  and  many  of  the  lays  of  the  Troubadours  are  Charles  P.  Cooper , 
1 eQteci  not  merely  in  illustration  of  manners  and  opinions,  but  as  the  authority  Es(l- 

confirmation  of  facts  in  history ; do  you  consider  that  an  analogous  use  of  — — 

r similar  materials  is  justifiable  in  respect  to  the  history  of  Britain  ?— I do  ; I think  2 Ma?  l836* 
that  before  such  a work  as  the  Materials  for  tire  History  of  Britain  is  completed, 
extracts  should  be  obtained,  not  only  from  all  the  Latin  and  Italian  writers,  but 
from  the  sagas  of  the  Runic  poets. 

3087.  Chairman .]  Do  not  works  of  imagination  of  a later  period  throw  the 

I most  valuable  light  on  history ; as,  for  instance,  De  Foe’s  Memoirs  of  a Cavalier, 
which  everybody  knows  to  be  a fictitious  work ; does  not  that,  throw  consider- 
I able  light  upon  the  history  of  the  period  ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Shakspeare’s  plays  throw  light  upon  English  history,  but  we  are  not  to  print 
them,  because  of  their  period.  If  there  were  a very  ancient  play  giving  an 
account  of  the  battle  of  Hastings,  it  ought  to  be  printed. 

3088.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  The  Committee  do  not  wish  you  to  give  any 
opinion  of  the  preference  due  to  Dom  Bouquet  or  Muratori,  in  their  respective 
collections;  but,  without  asking  you  to  give  any  opinion  upon  that  subject,  do  you 
or  not  consider  that  the  class  of  materials  for  the  selection  to  which  your  attention 
has  recently  been  called  are  or  are  not  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  plan  of  Dom 
Bouquet  ? — It  is  consistent  with  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet ; I am  acquainted 
with  the  whole  of  the  19  volumes,  and  no  class  of  materials  has  been  proposed 
to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  Petrie  into  his  work,  that  is  not  introduced  into  the 
work  of  Dom  Bouquet. 

3089.  Chairman .]  Then  the  question  would  be,  whether  Dom  Bouquet’s  plan 
was  not  too  extensive.  I suppose  this  is  a mistake : here  are  two  letters  of  Evax, 

King  of  Arabia,  upon  the  names  and  properties  of  precious  stones ; and  here  is 
another  work  of  the  same  kind  ? — No  ; that  is  an  English  work. 

3090.  How  can  that  be  ? — I must  explain  it  by  referring  you  to  Tanner. 

3091.  Does  not  your  Appendix  lose  its  value  by  having  works  mentioned  twice 
over  ?- — You  have  it  there  without  an  index ; there  must  be  a preface  and  an 
index  nominum,  which  will  show  that  the  person  there  called  King  of  Arabia 
was  an  Englishman. 

- 3092.  I do  not  see  why  you  ought  to  leave  to  a preface  and  index  nominum  the 
necessary  information  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  work  ? — When  you  set  about 
such  a work  as  that,  we  may  discuss  whether  there  should  be  an  index  nominum 
or  an  index  rerum,  which  may  explain  why  a name  that  occurs  a hundred  times 
is  spelt  in  different  ways,  and  the  epithets  in  which  it  is  used,  or  that  different  titles 
mean  the  same  individual. 

3093.  As  this  work  was  entirely  drawn  up  by  yourself,  will  you  explain  why 
you  have  put  in  the  theological  works  of  Junius  P — I put  in  Junius,  though  he  was 
not  an  Englishman ; but  being  resident  so  long  a time  at  Oxford,  I consider  him 
one. 

3094.  What  makes  you  think  these  are  the  works  of  Junius,  so  long  resident 
at  Oxford  ? — I must  have  ascertained  it  at  the  time. 

3095.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  are  the  works  of  his  father,  who  was  never 
in  England  ? — I am  glad  that  any  one  has  been  so  hypercritical  as  to  discover 
that ; I know  I referred  to  various  works  at  the  time,  and  the  opinion  I came  to 
was,  that  it  was  the  Junius  who  was  a professor  at  Oxford. 

3096.  You  have  got  the  work  of  Junius  in  a subsequent  page,  with  the  date 
1591 ; did  you  suppose  that  that  Junius  who  was  at  Oxford  wrote  that  work  at 
two  years  of  age  ? — I am  giad  you  have  taken  such  pains  to  ascertain  it ; but,  with 
my  multitudinous  occupations,  I cannot  answer  these  questions  now,  but  I will 
ascertain  how  it  was,  whether  the  father  bore  the  same  name. 

3097.  There  is  another  mistake,  which  seems  still  more  curious  in  an  article 
that  must  have  been  drawn  up  from  an  inspection  of  some  of  the  books  belonging 
to  foreign  libraries.  How  is  it  that  under  the  title  of  Heilsbronn  you  have  put 
information  relating  to  the  records  of  Heilbronn? — I do  not  understand  the. 
question. 

3098.  How  is  that  to  be  explained? — I believe  that  is  Heilsbronn. 

3°99-  And  it  is  a misprint  ?— I believe  it  is  the  same  place.  I can  bring 
Herschin  the  next  time  I come. 

31 00.  How  could  you  have  the  term  Stadt  and  Stadt  Bibliothek,  as  applied 
to  the  library  of  a monastery? — It  is  a town  here. 

°’33-  l l 3 3101-  Is 
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3101 . Is  Heilsbronn  a town ; is  there  any  library  in  the  town  of  Heilsbronn  ? ■ 
Yes  ; there  is  both  the  town  and  the  monastery  “ das  Kloster  zur  Nessel  ” 
the  library  of  the  town ; I suppose  there  is  a town,  and  a monastery  near  it  4 

3102.  Do  you  not  think  it  more  probable  you  have  been  confounding,  from  t| 
similarity  of  name,  the  town  of  Heilbronn,  which  is  a free  imperial  citv  / 
which  the  term  Stadt  would  apply,  and  the  monastery  of  Heilsbronn  ? — No-"h  ° 
is  Hocher’s  catalogue  of  the  library  of  the  monastery  of  Heilbronn,  and  it  js  6 
different  library;  besides  that,  Dr.  Drescher  was  almost  always  at  my  elbow  an? 
I should  have  consulted  him  ; he  is  an  excellent  geographer. 


31 03.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  The  volume  now  submitted  to  you  by  the  Chair 
man,  and  other  volumes  in  respect  of  which  cpiestions  were  put  to  you  0ti 
a former  examination,  have  been  delivered  by  you  under  the  order  of  the  Chair 
man,  previous  to  their  publication  ; do  you  or  not  state  to  the  Committee,  that 
they  are  in  such  a state  that  you  would  have  submitted  them  to  the  King'  as 
part  of  the  report,  with  or  without  any  previous  re-examination  on  your  part?— 
The  volumes  or  fragments  of  volumes  now  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee  were 
produced  most  reluctantly ; they  were  portions  of  unfinished  works ; they  have 
been  denominated,  for  convenience,  Appendixes  to  the  Report  upon  the  Fcedera  • 
but  it  is  obvious  that  some  of  them  may  and  will  be  published  separately.  Appen- 
dix (A)  is  solely  designed  for  that  Report,  but  it  is  not  in  a state  in  which  it  js 
possible  for  the  Committee  to  form  any  accurate  judgment  of  it. 

3104.  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  to  say,  having  printed  a work,  you  have  printed 
an  imperfect  work  ? — Qua  Appendix,  I believe  it  is  perfect ; but  you  have  it  with- 
out the  report,  and  without  a preface  or  indices. 

3105.  Does  the  suggestion  thrown  out  in  the  last  question  account  for  the 
mistakes  in  this  printed  work  ? — I do  not  believe  there  are  mistakes. 

3 1 06.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  there 
are  mistakes  in  this  as  in  any  other  work  consisting  of  400  closely  printed  pages, 
are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  volume  is  in  such  a state  as  that  such 
mistakes  could  not  be  corrected  either  by  cancelling  sheets,  if  necessary,  or  by 
obtaining  tables  of  errata ; and  if  so,  would  such  tables  of  errata,  or  such  other 
corrections,  occupy  a larger  proportion  of  space  than  would  be  found  in  similar 
works  of  a similar  size  ? — I trust  they  would  not ; the  work  was  compiled  bv 
myself:  it  consists  of  500  pages,  most  of  it  in  different  foreign  languages;  and 
I believe  it  will  be  found  as  free  from  mistakes  as  any  work  of  that  sort  can 
possibly  be. 


3107.  Chairman.]  Here  is  another  mistake  I cannot  explain.  Here  is  a place 
you  have  put  in  as  Straswitz,  in  Moravia;  and  you  annex  two  notes,  one  from 
Michaud,  mentioning  this  place,  and  another  from  your  foreign  correspondent 
showing  it  was  all  a mistake  of  Michaud,  and  that  no  such  place  ever  existed?— 
I took  a great  deal  of  pains  to  ascertain  the  locality  of  the  place,  and  I do  not 
believe  that  I am  wrong  ; I have  queried  the  spelling  of  the  place.  I admit  no 
error ; prove  the  error. 

3108.  You  have  put  in  the  place  with  a query,  and  you  have  put  in  a note, 
from  a foreign  correspondent,  showing  no  such  place  exists,  but  that  a confusion 
has  been  made  between  that  and  another  ancient  library,  which  you  have  specified' 
under  another  heading  ? — The  very  circumstance  that  I have  introduced  a note 
from  a foreign  correspondent  shows  that  I have  made  no  mistake.  I have  intro- 
duced the  note  designedly,  in  order  to  assist  in  determining  the  locality  of  the 
place  where  the  valuable  manuscript  there  mentioned  exists. 

3109.  But  you  have  mentioned  the  locality  of  that  manuscript  in  the  account 
of  the  library  of  Prague? — I admit  no  mistake,  it  is  a piece  of  criticism. 

3110.  What  is  the  use  of  giving  the  public  information  that  amounts  merely  to 
this,  that  Michaud  made  a mistake  about  the  place,  and  thought  that  existed 
which  you  say  does  not  ? — Critics  will  determine  whether  the  information  there 
conveyed  is  of  importance  or  not ; I thought  myself  bound  to  give  the  information, 
contained  in  that  note.  I may  be  wrong,  or  right. 

3*n.  I am  wanting’  to  bring  your  attention  to  the  plan  of  the  work.  Is  not 
the  information  respecting  libraries  in  Germany  rather  remote  from  anything 
relating  to  the  history  of  England  ?— No  ; you  will  find,  under  that  head,  men- 
tion is  made  of  a manuscript  which  contains  some  very  curious  passages  relative  to 
the  expedition  of  Richard  I.,  to  the  Holy  Land ; and  even  contains  some  documents 
which,  if  they  could  be  obtained,  would  be  fit  for  insertion  in  the  Fcedera.  - 

3112.  1 
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0112.  I find  a reference,  not  a very  intelligible  one,  “ Ansbertus,”  referring  to  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
naffel92:  I look  there  and  find  a long  extract  from  the  History  of  the  Expe-  , Es(l- 
ditlon  of  the  Emperor  Frederic,  by  an  Austrian  clergyman  of  the  name  of  Ans-  “ 

bertus;  this  extract  contains  some  history  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  2 May  l8s6‘ 
England  during  that  expedition  : do  you  call  this  one  of  the  ancient  historians, 
or  is  it  that  kind  of  information  you  collected  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  ? — No,  this  is 
not  one  of  our  ancient  historians ; but  if  the  Chairman  will  refer  to  Mr.  Petrie’s 
sketch  of  the  plan,  he  will  find  that  part  of  the  plan  was  to  print  extracts  from  early 
foreign  writers  connected  with  English  history  ; this  is  a writer  unknown  in  Eng- 
landr  I have  read  the  work,  which  contains  some  curious  passages  relating 
to  that  crusade ; and  I conceived  that  it  fell  within  the  scope  of  that  compilation. 

3113.  There  are  several  illustrations  to  this  volume ; for  what  purpose  were  they 
collected  ? — They  are  most  of  them  fac-similes  of  the  writings  of  Irish  monks. 

3114.  Was  that  for  the  Fcedera,  or  for  the  materials  for  English  history  ? — 

Some  of  the  writings  of  Irish  monks  are  illustrative  of  history ; for  instance,  there 
is  at  Renne,  in  France,  a very  curious  Irish  manuscript,  of  which  there  is  a fac- 
simile there,  containing  the  genealogy  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Ireland. 

3115.  I am  alluding  to  the  hand- writings  ? — With  regard  to  all  manuscripts 
of  that  early  date,  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  we  should  be  in  possession  of 
fac-similes ; and  I conceive  that  those  fac-similes  would  be  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible value,  as  a contribution  to  the  Ars  Diplomatica,  with  which  the  commis- 
sioners can  favour  those  persons  whom  they  employ.  Every  fac-simile  of  early 
hand-writing  may  be  of  great  use  to  all  the  persons  employed  by  the  board  as 
transcribers,  or  in  any  other  way  connected  with  the  study  of  records. 

3116.  You  published  these  illustrations  of  the  hand-writing  of  those  early  Irish 
manuscripts  to  instruct  your  transcribers  in  the  character  of  the  writings  they 
would  have  to  deal  with  ? — They  would  be  useful  for  that  purpose ; but,  looking  at 
the  doubt  that  has  existed  as  to  there  being  such  manuscripts,  either  at  St.  Gall’s 
or  other  of  the  old  convents  founded  by  the  early  Irish,  the  Scoti,  it  was  neces- 
sary, to  convince  sceptics  that  this  was  the  case,  that  I should  publish  these  fac- 
similes. It  has  been  often  denied  that  the  state  of  literature  in  Ireland  was  such 
that  those  manuscripts  could  have  been  written. 

3117.  Did  it  enter  into  your  views  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
to  clear  up  that  doubt? — If  there  be  any  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  publishing 
those  illustrations,  I will  pay  the  expense  out  of  my  own  pocket. 

3118.  These  illuminated  specimens,  were  they  given  with  the  same  object,  or 
were  not  they  rather,  to  speak  plainly,  matters  of  literary  curiosity  than  of  any 
historical  value? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  I should  have  thought  my- 
self wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  public  if  I had  omitted  the  opportunity  which 
my  researches,  and  my  correspondents  abroad,  afforded  to  bring  to  light  such 
valuable  documents,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  anybody  a perfect  idea  of 
their  value  without  the  specimens.  If  there  be  any  doubt  of  it,  I shall  willingly 
pay  the  expense. 

3119.  In  some  cases  you  have  taken  those  illustrations  from  published  works; 
there  is  a letter  from  a foreign  correspondent,  at  page  89,  that  has  reference  to 
this,  and  praises  you  for  republishing  what  has  been  published  by  Mabillon  and 
Ecart  before  ? — Yes,  there  is  one. 

3120.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  In  regard  to  the  fac-similes  of  manuscripts  by 
the  monks  in  Ireland,  is  there  any  fac-simile  of  that  kind  in  any  palmographical 
work  now  in  existence  ? — I do  not  recollect  such  fac-similes  in  any  paleeographical 
work,  unless  there  may  be  one  or  two  in  Astle ; but  I did  not  cause  those  fac- 
similes  to  be  made  without  consulting  persons  supposed  to  be  conversant  with  the 
Ars  Diplomatica,  and  who  advised  me  it  might  be  extremely  useful,  with  a view 
to  the  advancement  of  that  science,  that  those  fac-similes  should  be  given. 

3121-  Chairman .]  I see  in  Appendix  (A)  a number  of  names  of  towns  in 

lir  i ° *s  mentioned  worthy  of  notice ; why  did  you  think  it  necessary  to 
publish  those  names  ? — I have  explained,  in  my  former  examination,  the  reason 
ot  the  introduction  of  places  where  there  was  no  particular  manuscript  supposed 
0 be  m existence ; but  I cite  a book  which  shows  the  existence  of  manuscripts 
a those  places,  though  it  is  not  known  what  are  the  names  of  the  manuscripts 
mere ; and  my  reason  for  doing  so  was,  that  in  case  any  English  traveller  passed 
that  way  he  might  make  searches  for  them. 

0,33-  l l 4 3122.  Wha 
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Charles  P.  Cooper,  3122.  What  is  the  Appendix  (B.)P — The  Appendix  (B.)  contains  every  fr 
Es‘l-  ment  of  Saxon  that  I have  been  able  to  discover,  with  the  exception  of  a 

•2  M « 6 ant*  SOme  ^om^es  f°un(l  at  Vercelli,  in  Italy,  which  were  too  lono-.  ' ^ er’ 

* ay  1 3 ' 3123.  You  conceived  it  within  the  province  of  the  commission  to  puy , 

every  fragment  of  Saxon  that  could  be  found  ? — I did  not  conceive  it  within  tl 
province  of  the  commission  to  publish  every  fragment  of  Saxon  that  could  h 
found  in  every  part  of  the  world;  but  I am  quite  sure  of  this,  that  literary  men  ‘ 
general  will  feel  themselves  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  commission  for  printi  ~ 
the  documents  therein  contained  ; and  I think  I stated  on  a' former  occasion  Scr 
of  those  documents  had  already  been  found  useful  in  enabling  a sub-comn^6 
sioner,  Mr.  Thorpe,  to  interpret  certain  obscure  passages  in  the  Angfo-Saxo 
laws.  If,  however,  the  Committee  should  be  of  opinion  that  that  Appendix  HD 
does  not  come  within  the  powers  of  the  commission,  it  is  not  too  late  to  withdraw 
it,  and  it  may  be  paid  for  out  of  my  own  private  funds. 

_ 3124-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  you  mean  by  that  answer  to  submit  the  pub 
lications  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  to  the  decision  of  this  Com' 
mittee?— No;  my  reason  for  that  answer  is,  that,  with  respect  to  all  these" 
unfinished  volumes  now  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee,  they  ought,  before 
they  are  published,  and  in  fact  before  the  volumes  are  completed,  to  be  submitted 
to  the  commissioners  for  their  directions. 

3125.  Chairman .]  I had  no  reference  to  the  decision  of  this  Committee  upon 
the  subject,  but  to  ascertain  why  you  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  printing  the  work? 
— They  are  so  intimately  connected  with  the  ancient  literature  of  the  kingdom 
and  so  capable  of  illustrating  difficult  and  obscure  passages,  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
chronicles  and  laws,  that  I thought  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  printed  in 
this  form;  and  the  opinion  of  our  most  eminent  Anglo-Saxon  scholars  is  the 
same. 

3126.  What  is  their  opinion  ?— Mr.  Thorpe  and  Mr.  Kemble  think  them  to  be 
documents  of  the  greatest  possible  value,  and  calculated  to  illustrate  passages  both 
in  the  chronicles  and  in  the  law's  of  the  Anglo-Saxons. 

3127.  It  is  with  that  view  you  have  published  the  Departed  Soul’s  Address  to 
the  Body?— Yes.  The  most  valuable  part  of  the  volume  is  those  poems  from 
Vercelli. 

3128.  Are  they  valuable  in  an  historical  point  of  view? — That  poem  is  cited 
in  the  first  page  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws. 

3129.  I said  for  an  historical  purpose? — To  explain  a passage. 

3130.  Historically,  or  with  a literary  view? — It  matters  not  which. 

3131.  SR  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  With  respect  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  poem’ 
referred  to  in  the  last  question,  are  you  aware  that  in  Henry’s  History  of  Great 
Britain,  and  in  a foreign  work  published  in  France  formed  upon  the  plan  of  giv-i 
ing  a.  history  of  the  literature,  the  fine  arts,  the  commerce  and  the  law,  are  com- 
prehended, as  well  as  history,  civil,  military  and  ecclesiastical ; do  you  or  not  con- 
sider that  a complete  history  will  comprehend  all  the  seven  divisions  into  which 
Henry  has  reduced  his  work?— A complete  history  must  comprehend  all  those 
divisions,  including  a history  of  the  language ; and  every  one  of  those  poems  is 
of  very  great  importance,  as-  affording  materials  for  the  history  of  our  early 
language. 

3132.  Chairman.']  If  you  take  such  a latitude  as  that  embraced  in  the  question 
of  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  you  ought  to  have  published  the  whole  literature  of  the 
kingdom  ! I hold  that  it  would  come  within  the  scope  of  a board  authorized  to 
publish  the  materials  for  our  ancient  history,  to  publish  any  documents  illustra- 
tive of  the  literature  of  the  country,  prior  to  the  Conquest. 

. 3*33-  What  is  Appendix  (C)? — That  I have  explained  in  my  former  examina- 
tion. Certain  documents  were  communicated  from  foreign  archives,  upon  the 
express  understanding  that  they  should  be  printed ; and  for  that  reason  they  have 
been  printed,  rather  reluctantly;  but  that  Appendix  is  not  very  long.  The 
greater  part  is  from  Hamburgh. 

3134,  Are  you  aware  whether  they  are  original  documents? — Either  original 
or  contemporaneous  copies. 

3J  35-  -Are  you  not  aware  that  many  of  those  transcribed  from  the  copies  in 
Hamburgh  exist  in  the  Tower,  and  in  the  Town-clerk’s  Office  in  the  city  of 
London  ? — I am  not  aw'are  of  it ; it  is  possible  that  they  may,  but  I doubt  it. 

3136.  Here  is  a poem  De  Bello  Normannico,  that  is  the  poem  De  Belli  Has- 
tmgensi? — Yes. 

3,37.  That 
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q!37.  That  came  from  Brussels  ?— Two  manuscripts  have  been  used  here.  Charles  P.  Cooper, 

Qjog!  Had  not  that  work  been  formerly  printed  by  Mr.  Petrie? — Yes,  I have  Esq. 
ascertained  it  has  been  printed,  while  it  was  passing  through  the  press,  from  one  

of  these  manuscripts,  not  from  both.  > 2 May  1836. 

3130.  Had  you  not  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Petrie’s  work? — Not  before  it  was 
in  type ; I had  before  it  was  worked  off,  and  reference  was  made  to  it. 

3 140. '  Appendix  (D)r — Appendix  (D)  might  be  published  as  a separate  work; 
it  is  fully  explained  in  my  former  examination. 

3141.  You  have  delivered  into  the  House  of  Commons  a return  of  the  books 
you  have  bought,  and  the  cost  of  those  books  amounts  to  1,576  l.  1 — Yes ; 

I stated  that,  in  going  through  the  account  again,  I made  it  come  to  20 1.  less. 

3142.  For  what  purpose  were  they  purchased? — That  is  already  stated  in  my 
former  examination ; partly  for  the  Fcedera,  and  partly  for  the  use  of  the  sub- 
commissioners and  editors,  but  principally  with  the  view  of  compiling  a chrono- 
logical table  of  all  diplomes  printed  in  foreign  works,  of  the  same  nature  as  those 
introduced  into  Rymer’s  Fcedera. 

3143.  You  said  they  were  collected  for  the  use  of  the  school  of  young  tran- 
scribers ? — Some  of  them. 

3144.  Where  does  this  school  of  young  transcribers  exist? — At  the  British 
Museum. 

3145.  Have  they  the  constant  use  of  those  works  ? — When  the  British  Museum 
is  shut.  I am  very  sorry  to  say  that  few  have  yet  made  sufficient  progress  to  make 
much  use  of  the  books ; but  when  the  Museum  has  been  shut,  they  have  been 
occupied  in  Boswell-court,  and  they  have  had  access  to  this  collection  of  diplo- 
matic works;  from  which  Mr.  Black,  who  principally  superintends  the  schooL. 
of  young  transcribers,  has  compiled  a book  for  the  use  of  those  young  gentle- 
men, and  it  was  his  intention  to  recommend  to  the  Board  that  a few  fac-similes 
should  have  been  made  in  order  to  illustrate  the  book,  and  to  enable  those  young 
gentlemen  to  pursue  their  studies  with  greater  advantage.  They  have  been  most 
usefully  employed,  sometimes  four  or  five,  and  now  not  more  than  three  or  four, 
in  transcribing  the  Collectanea  of  Rymer  in  the  British  Museum,  which  he 
considers  a very  good  mode  of  introducing  them  into  the  more  abstruse  parts  of 
the  art. 

3146.  There  are  quantities  of  catalogues  mentioned  here  ? — Those  have  been 
used  for  Appendix  (A) ; from  them  I have  extracted  notices  of  foreign  manuscripts. 

3147.  For  instance,  the  History  of  Bavaria;  for  what  purpose  was  that  pur- 
chased ?- — To  take  a note  from  it  of  all  diplomes  connected  with  English  history ; 
and  independently  of  that,  the  work  comes  within  the  scope  of  the  collection 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  form  a collection  of  extracts  of  all  passages  from  ancient 
German  writers,  illustrative  of  the  ancient  history  of  England  ; which  was  part 
of  the  scheme  approved  of  by  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

3148.  How  could  it  enter  into  that  scheme  to  make  extracts  from  the  history 
of  a German  state  of  very  modem  origin  ? — I will  suppose  a collection  of  ancient 
historians  of  Bavaria,  comprehending,  in  all  probability,  some  writings  which 
contain  passages  connected  with  or  illustrative  of  English  history.  Take  the 
Bavaria  Pia,  you  would  there  find  the  history  of  many  Bavarian  saints,  and 
some  of  them  English  ; and  that  would  be,  like  Saint  Gall,  illustrative  of  our 
history. 

3149.  There  are  several  books  of  travels?— The  head  of  Literary  Tours  is  a 
very  copious  head  in  Germany,  and  it  is  a peculiar  species  of  their  literature. 

Learned  men  in  Germany  are  in  the  habit  of  making  tours  to  visit  public  libraries, 
and  noticing  all  the  curious  manuscripts  and  books  that  exist  in  those  libraries ; 
every  one  of  those  books  of  travels  is  mentioned  as  in  the  nature  of  some  literary 
tour  of  the  description  quoted  in  Appendix  (A). 

3 1 50^  Here  is  a book  of  travels  through  the  Seven  Cucumbers,  “ Durch  Sieben 
Gurgen”? — I do  not  understand  it ; it  is  a place  upon  the  Rhine.  It  is  a clerical 
error  of  the  copyist;  it  refers  to  the  Siebenbiirgen. 

3151-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  question  last  addressed  to  you  was  put  from 
a manuscript  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman ; that  manuscript  I understand  to  be 
a transcript  delivered  by  you  as  a catalogue  of  the  collection  of  books  formed 
by  you  ; is  such  passage,  so  quoted,  a clerical  error,  obvious  to  any  one  who  knows 
the  locality  to  which  the  subject  refers  ? — It  is  an  obvious  clerical  error. 

.,3*52.  Chairman.']  What  is  the  “Siebenbiirgen?” — I take  it  it  is  a town  upon 
the  Rhine ; and  I hope  that  the  Committee,  when  documents  are  sent  to  be 
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printed  in  the  Appendix,  will  allow  the  party  who  has  prepared  them  to  insn 
the  proofs.  "ec 

31,53.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  catalogue,  in  respect  of  which  the  kf 
questions  have  been  addressed  to  you,  is  signed  “ Charles  Purton  Cooper  Ne  * 
Boswell-court,  15th  of  January  1836.”  Explain  to  the  Committee  under  wW 
circumstances  such  signature  was  attached  to  the  manuscript  in  question  ?■— h js 
portion  of  the  returns  to  Parliament ; and  without  a great  deal  of  expense  dela 3 
and  trouble,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  make  it  perfectly  correct ; ' almost 
all  of  it  being  in  foreign  languages,  and  being  copied  by  law  stationers. 

3154.  Chairman.]  Did  you  think  it  necessary  to  purchase  such  large  and 
expensive  works  as  Baronius,  in  19  volumes  folio,  and  Bede’s  works,  Histoire 
Litteraire  de  France,  and  four  copies  of  Dugdale’s  Summons  to  Parliament  and 
other  works  of  that  extent  ? — I thought  it  necessary.  Dugdale’s  Summons  to 
Parliament  has  been  in  the  hands  of  various  sub-commissioners  and  editors.  With 
regard  to  Baronius,  it  is  full  of  historical  materials. 

3155.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Was  it  your  object  to  form  a perfect  historical 
palaeographical  and  diplomatical  library,  for  the  use  of  persons  publishing  works 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  ?— ' The  object  was  twofold  ; to  form  a complete 
library  of  diplomatic  books,  and  next  to  form  a collection  furnishing  the  means  of 
drawing  up,  not  only  a complete  chronological  catalogue  of  all  diplomes  printed 
abroad,  of  the  nature  of  those  inserted  in  the  Fcedera ; but  also  a selection  of 
passages  relating  to  English  history,  from  the  ancient  historians  published  upon 
the  Continent. 

3156.  Chairman .]  Where  are  those  books  kept? — Almost  all  of  them  are  in 
Boswell-court.  Mr.  Hardy  has  one  work,  and  Mr.  Black  has  many  others  • Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  has  the  Magnum  Bullarium  Romanum,  in  19  folio  volumes. 

3157.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Will  you  give  the  Committee  a general  notion  of  what 
progress  has  been  made  towards  the  completion  of  the  collection  of  the  ancient 
historians  of  Great  Britain? — The  text  of  the  first  volume  is  complete,  and 
a portion  of  the  Index  is  printed  ; the  Excerpts  from  the  Greek  and  Latin  wri- 
ters are  printed  ; the  Prolegomena  are  not  yet  printed. 

3158.  How  many  more  such  volumes  do  you  apprehend  will  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  undertaking  ? — I think  about  20  folio  volumes  were  contemplated  in 
the  original  plan  ; but  there  are  two  distinct  works  that  have  been  lately  sepa- 
rated from  the  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  namely,  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Laws,  which  are  confided  to  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Thorpe,  and  the  Welsh  Laws, 
to  that  of  Mr.  Aneurin  Owen.  These  works  will  be  edited  so  that  they  can  be 
published  separately  from  the  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain ; and  they  are 
printed  in  octavo  also. 

3159.  Within  what  time  do  you  think  the  whole  of  the  work  will  be  com- 
pleted ?— -The  work  is  at  present  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the  Board’s  dissatis- 
faction with  the  progress  made  by  Mr.  Petrie.  The  first  volume  is  suspended ; and 
the  Commissioners  are  now  in  communication  with  the  Treasury  on  the  subject. 

31  Go.  Did  you  understand  the  question  to  refer  to  the  completion  of  the 
whole  work  referred  to  in  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons ; and  in  what 
time  do  you  think  it  will  be  completed,  according  to  the  rate  at  which  it  has  pro- 
ceeded hitherto  ? — It  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  the  question.  Mr.  Petrie’s 
health  has  been  such  as  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  volume  ; and  I cannot  form 
any  opinion  when  it  will  be  completed. 

3161.  Can  you  suggest  any  mode  by  which  it  can  be  proceeded  with,  with 
greater  rapidity?— I cannot  suggest  any  mode  except  the  appointment  of 
a new  editor.  I believe  the  work  could  not  proceed  upon  the  present  plan 
more  rapidly.  I think  it  is  impossible  to  publish  more  than  one  volume  in  two 
or  three  years.  Mr.  Petrie’s  notion  was  that  one  volume  might  be  published  per 
annum.  I think  he  was  wrong.  If  the  plan  of  Muratori  had  been  adopted 
instead  of  Dom  Bouquet’s,  the  whole  might  have  been  completed  in  four  years; 
because  distinct  chronicles  might  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  different 
editors,  and  all  their  works  might  have  formed  part  of  one  large  collection: 
but,  according  to  the  present  plan,  only  one  person  can  very  well  work  upon 
it.  The  chronicles  are  divided  into  periods,  and  a portion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
chronicle  down  to  the  Conquest  is  printed  first,  reserving  the  subsequent  part  for 
another  period. 

3 1 62.  From  your  extensive  antiquarian  knowledge,  do  you  not  consider  it 
exceedingly  desirable  that  this  work  should  be  completed  in  a reasonable  period  • 

r _I  think 
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__I  think  it  very  desirable  my  private  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  better  to  Charles  P.  Cooper, 
compete  this  one  volume  upon  the  present  plan,  and  give  it  to  the  public,  and  K*q- 

then  to  proceed,  as  the  French  government  is  now  doing,  upon  the  plan  of  Mura- 

tori,  and  so  to  publish  the  entire  Chronicles,  selecting  different  editors  for  different  2 May  18361 
works.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  years  the  whole  of  the  Chronicles  might 
be  published.  _ ' 

3163.  Do  you  conceive  that  any  individual  could  at  this  time  undertake  to 
write  the  early  history  of  Britain  without  exposing  himself  to  the  risk  of  having 
his  work  superseded,  or  being  required  to  re-write  it,  in  consequence  of  the  docu- 
ments that  may  appear  when  this  work  is  completed? — I think  that  no  individual 
can  write  a correct  history  of  England  before  the  Conquest,  unless  he  had  access 
to  every  inedited  chronicle ; and  since  the  Conquest,  I am  confident  that  when 
the  records  and  other  materials  are  produced,  the  History  of  Britain  must  be 
re-written.  Our  History  at  present  consists  of  as  much  romance  as  matter  of  fact. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

3164.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  a Sub-commissioner  under  the  Record  Commission  ? The  Rev. 

— I am.  Joseph  Hunter . 

3165.  When  were  you  appointed? — On  the  22d  June  1833.  * 

3166.  Did  you  make  any  engagement  previously  to  being  appointed? — I had 
an  interview  with  the  secretary,  and  it  was  arranged  that  if  the  board  chose  to 
appoint  me  a sub-commissioner,  I was  willing  and  intended  to  accept  of  the 
honour. 

3167.  Had  you  any  communication  with  the  board  direct,  before  you  were 
appointed  ? — None  at  all. 

3168.  Had  you  any  written  engagement  before  or  after?— -The  secretary  an- 
nounced to  me  that  the  board  had  appointed  me  a sub-commissioner. 

3169.  Did  he  announce  that  to  you  verbally  or  by  writing? — Of  that  I am  not 
quite  certain,  but  I can  inform  the  Committee.  I think  it  might  be  in  both  ways. 

3170.  Did  he  inform  you  of  the  terms  of  your  engagement  with  the  board  ? — 

He  did. 

3171.  What  were  they  ?— That  I was  to  receive  300 1.  a year ; and  for  this  I was 
to  do  work  equal  to  the  editing  of  two  octavo  volumes ; that  I might  do  more,  and 
if  I did  more,  the  board  would  think  it  right  to  give  me  some  additional  remu- 
neration. 

3172*  W e have  undei'stood  that  by  the  first  engagement  your  emoluments  were 
fixed  at  300 1.  a year  ; was  that  so  ?— 1 That,  in  connexion  with  the  amount  of  labour, 
it  was. 

3'73-  And  it  was  necessary  for  the  board  to  come  to  a fresh  decision,  when  it 
determined  that  your  payment  might  be  allowed  to  amount,  for  work  done,  to  as 
much  as  450 1. 1— In  what  way  the  board  regulated  the  payment  I did  not  know, 
nor  do  I at  present  know.  I understand  my  remrrneration  was  settled  by  the 
board,  and  of  course  any  alteration  in  it  would  be  subject  to  the  same  control 
which  the  board  exercises  over  every  other  portion  of  its  pecuniary  concerns. 

3174.  Did  you  know  when  your  salary  was  raised  to  4507.  a year  ?— Yes. 

3175.  Was  that  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  you? — Yes,  I think 
I may  say  partly  that  it  was. 

3176.  When  was  it?— It  was  towards  the  close  of  the  first  year  : whether  I first 
mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Cooper,  or  Mr.  Cooper  mentioned  it  to  me,  I am  not  certain 
1 believe  I might  say  I had  performed  labour  far  more  than  equal  to  the  produc- 
tion  of  two  octavo  volumes,  and  therefore  I submitted  I might  be  entitled  to  an 
additional  remuneration. 

3177.  You  bad  edited  two  octavo  volumes? — No. 

3178.  How  did  you  estimate  labour  of  another  kind ; by  the  number  of  octavo 
volumes  ?—  I must  needs  say  the  comparison  is  not  very  easy,  if  great  exactness 
was  required  ; but  the  amount  of  labour  I had  gone  through  was  much  greater 
than  the  quantity  of  labour  that  would  have  been  required  to  produce  two  of  our 
octavo  volumes. 

T 3'79-  It  appears  from  the  Agenda  that  the  first  object  of  your  appointment  was 
0 per  orm  the  task  of  collating  the  printed  volumes  , of  the  Valor  Ecelesiasticus 
with  the  original  records,  and  forming  a table  of  corrigenda  ? — I believe  there 
was  once  such  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  but  it  was  relinquished  when 

was  found  that  the  task  was  one  of  very  great  extent  indeed.  The  Committee 
re  Pr°bably  aware  that  the  Valor  was  18  years  in  passing  through  the  press. 
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Now  the  collation  and  the  publication  of  the  corrigenda  of  these  five  folio  volume 
could  not,  I think,  have  been  performed  by  any  person  in  less  than  two  or  threS 
years ; and  I incline  to  think  it  would  have  required  more.  It  then  beca®6 
a question  whether  the  results  of  such  an  operation  would  not  have  been  too  dearlv 
purchased  at  the  cost  of  probably  1,500 /.,  or  from  1,000/.  to  1,500/. : that  would 
have  been  the  least  sum  it  could  possibly  have  cost,  if  done  by  me. 

3180.  The  existence  of  numerous  errors  was  perfectly  established,  was  not  it  9 
—I  believe  I am  the  person  who  first  drew  the  public  attention  to  certain  errors 
in  a portion  of  that  work  ; and  I had  paid  sufficient  attention  to  that  portion  to 
say  I could  not  think  it  a well-edited  book,  it  being  a reasonable  presumption 
that  in  other  parts  similar  variations  might  be  found. 

3181.  The  errors  were  not  corrected? — The  errors  could  not  be  corrected 
except  by  a collation,  and  that  would  have  required  the  labour  of  one  or  two 
persons  for,  I should  think,  two  or  three  years. 

3182.  In  the  Agenda  it  is  mentioned,  in  page  563,  that  unforeseen  difficulties 
had  occurred  in  the  way  of  correcting  those  errors ; what  were  those  unforeseen 
difficulties;  the  expense  you  have  alluded  to? — I conceive  that  must  be  the 
meaning. 

3183.  So  that  the  work  Was  published  without  the  corrigenda  that  you  thought 
so  necessary? — The  Valor  had  been  published  long  before  the  corrigenda  were 
thought  of.  I beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Committee  that  the  work  is  an  exceed- 
ingly useful  book,  though  it  is  not  in  some  parts  edited  with  that  extreme  care  if 
may  be  said  to  deserve ; it  is  not  equal  to  what  might  be  expected. 

31 84.  Do  you  know  of  any  portions  of  the  Valor  lately  discovered  in  the  Aug- 

mentation Office  ? — I have  heard  that  there  has  been  a portion  of  the  Valor  lately 
discovered  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  before 
the  Committee  that  a portion  of  the  Valor  has  been  there  discovered  relating  to 
a Welsh  diocese.  I have  been  to  the  Augmentation  Office  to  inspect  that  docu- 
ment; and  the  information  that  has  been  given  to  the  Committee  in  respect  of  it 
being  of  very  great  importance  in  more  points  of  view  than  one,  I now  give 
in  evidence  that  the  document  shown  me  is  a portion  of  the  Valor  for  a Welsh 
diocese 

3185.  By  whom  ? — Once  by  Mr.  Cole  and  once  by  Mr.  Adlington,  who  has 
the  care  of  those  records.  This  is  the  document  which  the  witness  to  whom  I 
allude,  Mr.  Protheroe,  stated  to  be  a part  of  the  Valor.  I deliver  as  my  deli- 
berate opinion  that  it  is  not  a portion  of  the  Valor ; and  if  the  Committee  wish 
me  to  enter  into  the  proof,  I can  do  it  in  a very  small  compass,  and  can  satisfy 
them  that  it  is  not.  I hold  it  to  be  a matter  so  exceedingly  important,  that  I 
think  the  fullest  information  should  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee respecting  it.  The  Valor  is  a return  certified  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
by  certain  commissioners  appointed  by  the  26  Henry  8,  c.  2,  who  were  to  certify 
the  value  of  benefices,  chantries  and  religious  houses,  and  all  descriptions  of  eccle- 
siastical property  in  the  country.  Those  commissioners  did  certify  accordingly 
into  the  Exchequer  from  their  respective  districts ; those  returns  are  the  Valor 
Ecclesiasticus  of  Heniy  8,  or  popularly,  the  King’s  Books.  The  return  which 
they  made  for  this  Welsh  diocese  in  question  is  now  at  the  First  Fruits  Office; 
therefore  being  at  the  First  Fruits  Office,  (and  there  were  not  two  certified  returns,) 
being  at  the  First  Fruits  Office,  it  cannot  be  at  the  Augmentation  Office.  But 
furthermore,  I think  I can  tell  the  Committee  what  this  document  at  the  Aug- 
mentation Office,  which  is  alleged  to  be  a portion  of  the  Valor,  really  is.  The 
commissioners  were  empowered  to  call  before  them  all  persons  who  could  give 
them  information,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  make  their  return  complete.  What  I 
found  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  what  is  alleged  to  be  a portion  of  the  Valor, 
appears  to  me  to  be  like  some  things  printed  in  the  Appendix,  information  ten- 
dered to  the  commissioners ; and  the  reason  why  I think  so  is  this : that  there 
are  the  names  of  the  superiors  of  religious  houses  attached  to  portions  of  it,  and 
of  beneficed  clergy  of  the  diocese  to  other  portions,  in  their  autograph  signatures. 
The  importance  of  distinguishing  between  the  genuine  Valor  and  this,  which  is 
held  out  to  be  a portion  of  the  Valor,  arises  out  of  the  extreme  importance  of  that 
document  itself;  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  being,  as  is  well  known,  the  most 
valuable  record  of  the  realm  relating  to  ecclesiastical  property.  When,  therefore, 
it  is  alleged  that  there  is  something  in  the  Augmentation' Office,  or  any  other 
office,  that  is  a portion  of  the  Valor,  which  is  not  a portion  of  the  Valor,  it  is  pro. 
tanto.au  impeachment  of  the  dignity  of  that  record ; and  inasmuch  as  this  docu- 
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ment  at  tlie  Augmentation  Office,  which  is  avouched  as  a portion  of  the  Valor,  The  Rev. 

. -Q  some  points  at  variance  with  the  genuine  Valor  at  the  First  Fruits  Office,  Joseph  Hunter. 

there  is  an  uncertainty  introduced  where  everything  ought  to  be  clear  and  dis-  — — 

tinct  and  open  to  no  suspicion  of  incorrectness.  I beg  to  add,  that  when  I state  2 W l830- 

that  the  original  return  is  at  the  First  Fruits  Office,  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  I 

have  seen  it  there,  but  it  is  printed  in  the  printed  volumes ; and  as  all  in  the 

printed  volumes  which  appear  as  Valor  was,  as  I understand,  at  the  First  Fruits 

Office,  I conclude  that  these  returns  are  there.  Another  point  of  view  in  which 

that  part  of  Mr.  Protheroe’s  evidence  appeared  to  me  of  great  importance  is  this : 

Mr.  Protheroe  rests  his  opinion,  that  the  arrangement  should  be  carried  to  a much 
greater  extent  before  publication  is  thought  of,  upon  this  supposed  discovery  of 
a portion  of  the  Valor,  and,  as  far  as  the  evidence  went,  upon  that  alone : this,  at 
least,  was  the  only  particular  instance  which  he  adduced.  Now,  as  far  as  so 
important  an  opinion  as  that  we  are  not  in  a condition  to  publish  records  on 
account  of  the  possibility  of  finding  other  documents  which  ought  to  make  a part 
of  such  publications,  rests  upon  this  supposed  fact,  it  rests  upon  an  insecure  basis, 
inasmuch  as  this,  which  is  alleged  to  be  a portion  of  the  Valor,  I venture  to  assert 
is  not  Valor. 

3186.  Do  you  think  it  would  not  be  proper  to  complete  the  arrangement  of  the 
records  before  publishing  them  ? — I think  the  arrangement  cannot  be  carried  to 
too  high  a point  of  order  and  perfection. 

3187.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  commission,  in  publishing  the  records  now,  is 
more  or  less  liable'  to  fall  into  the  errors  imputed  to  them  in  this  case,  but  which 
it  appears  they  have  not  fallen  into? — There  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  arrangement  of  the  records  should  be  carried  to  the  highest  point  of  perfection, 
and  that  there  should  be  abundant  means  of  knowing  the  contents  of  every 
office. 

3188.  Do  you  think  the  publishing  can  go  on  with  any  propriety  or  security 
until  that  is  done  ? — I certainly  do  with  respect  to  most  works.  If  the  Chairman 
would  mention  any  particular  work  that  the  board  has  ordered  to  be  published, 

I Gould  give  a more  distinct  answer.  If  he  mean,  for  instance,  do  I think  that 
the  Close  Rolls  might  be  published  now  without  waiting  for  any  further  searches, 

I should  say  yes,  and  so  of  the  Patent  Rolls. 

3189.  Those  are  works  of  which  you  are  certain  almost  there  are  no  others. 

Take  the  Parliamentary  Writs  ? — I am  rather  doubtful  there  whether  sufficient 
search  has  been  made ; I believe  there  has  not,  if  you  are  to  expect  that  the  work 
should  be  brought  to  an  ad  unguent  perfection. 

3190.  Should  not  it  have  been  a reason  for  postponing  them  till  the  last,  that  that 
was  a work  that  could  only  be  rendered  complete  by  a thorough  knowledge  of  all 
the  records  of  the  country  ? — I am  inclined  to  think,  judging  from  the  high 
opinion  that  I have  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  ability,  that  he  has  brought  to  light 
all  that  exists  in  the  Record  Offices  upon  the  subject. 

3191.  The  opinion  you  have  stated  just  now  is  inconsistent  with  the  fact  you 
stated  before,  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  inspect  all  the  documents  necessary 
to  make  a complete  collection  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs.  I understood  you  to 
say,  that  the  Parliamentary  Writs  was  a work  upon  which  you  could  not  say  with 
confidence  it  was  complete  ? — No,  nor  could  I say  so  20  years  hence. 

3192.  If  you  had  all  the  records  in  the  country  in  a thorough  state  of  arrange- 
ment, you  could  say  whether  it  was  complete  with  the  same  confidence  as  any  other 
work? — No,  I could  not  say  it  was  complete  at  any  time;  new  materials,  for 
instance,  might  turn  up  on  the  Continent. 

3193-  I do  not  hold  the  commissioners  here  to  be  responsible  for  information 
that  exists  on  the  Continent ; but  do  you  not  still  think,  in  spite  of  the  care  of 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  it  may  turn  out  possibly  that  there  are  Parliamentary  Writs 
which  he  has  not  put  into  his  collection  ? — I think  there  is  a possibility  of  it. 

3194-  Not  a likelihood? — The  degree  of  probability  I cannot  state.  The 
answer  I ought  to  give  is,  that  I cannot  say. 

3*95-  Sir  Robert  Inglis.']  Do  the  answers  recently  given  by  you  refer  to  an 
antecedent  period,  before  the  date  at  which  the  publication  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  Parliamentary  Writs  commences,  or  to  a period  subsequent  to  that  date ; in 
other  words,  do  you  mean  that  new  materials  might  be  discovered  which  ought  to 
have  been  known  to  the  editor  or  to  the  commissioners  prior  to  the  publication  of 
the  first  volume,  and  the  non-insertion  of  which  would  render  that  volume  incom- 
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plete,  or  do  you  mean  to  say  that  materials  exist  for  the  formation  of  a v ] 
anterior  to  that  date,  and  that  that  should  be  called  vol.  1 ? — It  is  very  well  k ^ 
to  the  Committee  that  it  is  a great  question  whether  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  0 
not  to  have  taken  an  earlier  period  for  the  commencement  of  his  work : into  fh 
question  I am  not  able  to  enter,  or  give  any  information  at  all  valuable  to  fif. 
Committee.  I do  not  know,  that  is  I have  no  certain  knowledge,  that  there  ^ 
any  omissions  at  all.  are 

3196.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  whether  a file  of  Parliamentary  Writs  of  tl 

35th  year  of  Edward  the  First,  was  found  about  nine  months  since  ? No  I 

not  aware  of  that.  I hold  the  labours  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  in  very  hio-h 
mation.  8 est|- 

3197.  The  question  was,  whether  it  is  possible  that  such  a thing  might  ha 

occurred : might  it  have  occurred  without  any  discredit  to  Sir  Francis  Palo-™, 
—Yes,  I think  it  might.  grave? 


Mercurii,  4°  die  Maii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis.  Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Matthew  Ridley. 

MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair. 


The  Reverend  Joseph  Hunter,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

3198.  The  Chairman .]  HAVE  you  any  statement  to  make  explanatory  of  your 
evidence  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee?— I was  asked,  whether  the  fact  that 
I was  appointed  a sub-commissioner  was  communicated  to  me  verbally  or  in 
writing.  My  answer  to  that  question  was,  that  I could  not  say  with  precision, 
but  that  I would  communicate  to  the  Committee  this  morning  the  circumstances 
under  which  my  appointment  took  place,.,  and  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Cooper 
communicated  with  me  upon  it. 

3199.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  it?— I believe  the  appointment  was  both 
verbal  and  in  writing ; but  I will  now  state  the  circumstances  in  detail.  In 
November  1831,  I wrote  a long  letter  to  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  a commissioner,  on 
the  subject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission,  in  respect  of  the  publications 
past  and  intended.  I communicated  with  him  through  a mutual  friend;  that 
friend  communicated  to  me,  on  March  11,  1833,  a letter  of  Mr.  Kcr’s,  in  which  he 
informs  him,  that  the  letter  which  I had  addressed  to  him  had  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  was  printed  in  the  Agenda ; and  he  further  acquaints 
him  that  it  is  probable  the  board  will  soon  be  in  a situation  to  ask  my  assistance 
upon  some  antiquarian  matters.  He  then  inquires  if  it  is  probable  I shall  soon 
be  in  town,  and  whether  I shall  be  likely  to  undertake  any  employment  under 
the  Commission  for  a reasonable  remuneration,  using  the  word  reasonable  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  word  exorbitant ; he  then  refers  me  to  Mr.  Cooper,  as  being  the 
secretary,  and  at  whose  request  he  wrote,  and  he  suggests  that  I should  write  to 
Mr.  Cooper.  1 did  accordingly  write  to  Mr.  Cooper,  mentioning  that  I had  re- 
ceived this  communication  from  one  of  the  commissioners ; Mr.  Cooper,  in  reply, 
expresses  a sentiment  correspondent  with  that  of  Mr.  Ker;  and  he  stated  that  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  come  to  an  understanding  by  correspondence,  but  if  I was 
coming  to  town,  and  would  call  upon  him,  the  business  might  be  possibly  arranged. 
1 did  repair  to  London,  and  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Cooper ; he  corroborated 
to  me  what  I collected  from  Mr.  Kef’s  letter,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  board  to 
engage  my  services.  I expressed  a willingness  to  render  my  assistance ; it  then 
only  remained  to  arrange  the  terms  of  my  engagement  as  respected  employment 
and  as  respected  remuneration.  Mr.  Cooper  stated  that  the  engagements  of  the 
board  would  not  permit  him  to  propose  so  liberal  a remuneration  as  might  seem, 
I may  say,  reasonable ; finally,  it  was  arranged  that  I should  receive  300/.  a year ; 

. that 
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11  rati  on  for  the  production  of  two  octavo  volumes ; so  that,  if  I produced  two 
n®jL0  YOiumes,  I had  earned  my  300/.,  or,  if  I had  done  work  that  was  equivalent 
to  the  production  of  two  octavo  volumes,  I had  earned  the  800/.  It  may  be, 

erhapsf  proper  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that  my  employment  was  to  be  of 
various  kinds,  not  editing  only,  though  editing  was  to  be  the  principal  employment; 
but  it  was  understood  I was  to  lend  what  knowledge  or  what  powers  of  any  kind 
I had  to  the  Commission,  in  any  way  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  It  was 
further  understood  and  agreed  between  us,  that  it  would  be  probable  that  I might 
perform  more  labour  than  that  for  which  the  300/.  was  appropriated ; and  that  if 
I did  so,  the  board  would  think  it  reasonable  that  I should  receive  an  additional 

remuneration. 

3200.  Was  this  a verbal  understanding  or  in  writing? — If  the  Chairman  will 
allow  me,  I will  proceed  to  show  how  far  it  was  in  writing  and  how  far  verbal ; 
this  was  the  effect  of  the  conversation  that  took  place  between  Mr.  Cooper 
and  me. 

3201.  Confine  yourself  to  the  writing,  we  understand  the  verbal  communica- 
tions that  took  place  between  you  ? — I must  state,  before  I go  to  what  was  written 
upon  it,  that  in  thus  negotiating  with  Mr.  Cooper,  I did  not  consider  myself  as 
negotiating  with  Mr.  Cooper,  as  Mr.  Cooper ; I was  negotiating  with  the  proper 
representative  of  the  board,  Mr.  Ker,  one  of  the  board  having  spoken  of  Mr. 
Cooper  as  being  the  organ  through  whom  the  board  made  its  engagements;  there- 
fore my  conversation  with  Mr.  Cooper  was  a conversation  with  the  board. 

3202.  You  considered  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Cooper  as  equivalent  to  a con- 
versation with  the  board  ? — I considered  Mr.  Cooper  the  agent  of  the  board, 
deputed  for  that  special  purpose. 

3203.  Did  you  ever  see  any  minute  of  any  authority  given  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  act 
as  the  agent  of  the  board,  or  did  you  take  him  as  the  agent  of  the  board,  merely 
relying  upon  his  capacity  of  secretary? — Mr.  Ker  had  represented  him  as  the 
agent  of  the  board.  Mr.  Ker  states,  after  having  inquired  if  I were  likely  soon 
to  come  to  London,  “ Mr.  Cooper  is  our  secretary ; the  best  mode  will  be  for 
Mr.  Hunter  to  write  to  Mr.  Cooper  direct;”  I could  not  be  mistaken. 

3204.  That  letter  of  Mr.  Ker  does  not  amount  to  an  authority  on  the  part  of 
the  board;  and  therefore  it  comes  to  this,  that  knowing  Mr.  Cooper  was  the 
secretary,  you  treated  with  him  as  the  agent  of  the  board  ? — Exactly  so.  I may 
perhaps  state,  that  previously  I had  not  the  slightest  degree  of  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  my  engagement  was  an  engagement,  not  with  Mr.  Cooper, 
but  an  engagement  with  the  board.  I had  no  more  to  do  with  Mr.  Cooper  than 
I should  have  had  to  do  with  any  other  person  who  might  have  been  employed  by 
them  for  this  purpose. 

3205.  What  I want  to  know  is  this;  your  engagement  with  the  board  was  an 
engagement  by  the  secretary? — No;  I should  not  so  state  it.  It  was  an  engage- 
ment with  the  board,  the  board  acting  with  me  through  their  recognized  organ, 
the  secretary ; but  I hold  that  to  be  a different  statement  from  being  engaged  by 
Mr.  Cooper. 

3206.  By  the  secretary,  I said? — Secretaries  may  act  in  their  individual  character; 
what  I wish  to  impress  upon  the  Committee  is  the  truth,  and  a material  truth  it 
is  in  the  course  the  Committee  are  now  taking,  that  Mr.  Cooper,  as  the  secretary 
of  the  board,  was  the  organ  of  the  board. 

3207.  How  did  you  know  he  was  the  organ  of  the  board? — It  was  a matter  of 
public  notoriety  that  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  board;  and  I had  received 
evidence  from  one  of  the  commissioners  upon  the  subject. 

3208.  Does  not  your  evidence  come  to  this,  that  knowing  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  the 
secretary  of  the  board,  you  thought  treating  with  him  was  treating  with  the  board  ? 
— Yes;  I did  it,  knowing  by  public  notoriety  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  the  secretary, 
and  being  referred  to  him  by  Mr.  Ker,  it  never  entered  into  my  mind  to  suppose 
that  I10  was  not  legitimately  authorized  to  confer  with  me,  all  being  prospective  to 
laying  the  circumstances  before  the  board  when  assembled. 

3209.  Were  they  laid  before  the  board? — I believe  they  were. 

32 1 0.  Did  you  receive  any  communication,  purporting  to  be  the  proceedings  or 
a resolution  of  the  board,  confirming  the  engagement  made  by  Mr.  Cooper  with 

3211.  Where  is  it;  — ? — If  you  will  allow  me,  I will  lead  you  up  to  that. 

I then  returned  home  to  Bath ; I had  a letter  from  Mr.  Cooper,  in  which,  in 
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, your  engagement  to  be  ratified? — A board  was  held  June  22d,  1833,  when  this 
resolution  was  passed ; “ Resolved,  that  the  Reverend  Joseph  Hunter  be  appointed 
a sub-commissioner.”  I came  to  town  on  the  24th  of  June ; there  was  no  time 
therefore ; the  intervening  day,  I may  say,  was  a Sunday,  there  was  no  time  to  have 
communicated  this  to  me  by  letter ; as  soon  as  I came  to  town  I waited  upon 
Mr.  Cooper ; and  Mr.  Cooper  told  me  that  this  resolution  had  been  passed  the 
Saturday  preceding ; and  he  further,  either  then  or  soon  after,  showed  me  the 
entry  Of  it  on  the  minutes  of  the  commissioners. 

3213.  In  that  minute  was  your  salary  fixed? — It  was  not. 

3214.  When  was  it  fixed,  do  you  know? — I do  not  know;  that  was  a matter 
between  the  commissioners  and  secretary. 

3215.  How  and  when  were  you  informed  what  your  salary  was  to  be? — I had 
no  written  account  of  the  amount  of  the  remuneration. 

3216.  You  were  informed  verbally  by  Mr.  Cooper  when? — In  fact,  as  we  had 
settled  the  terms  when  the  board  passed  this  resolution,  it  of  course  comprehended 
and  was  founded  upon  the  understanding  as  to  the  remuneration  and  labour. 

3217.  Suppose  there  was  a dispute  between  the  board  and  you  about  the  amount 
of  your  salary,  and  suppose  the  board  had  said,  “We  engaged  you  as  a sub-com- 
missioner, but  we  never  engaged  to  give  you  a salary  of  300/.  a year;”  what  proof 
had  you  that  the  board  had  authorized  you  to  expect  a salary  of  300 /.  ? — Within 
the  first  three  months  I could  have  had  no  proof ; I could  only  have  referred  them 
to  the  secretary.  The  resolution,  and  the  minutes  which  I made  at  the  time  of 
the  conversation,  were  all  I could  have  relied  upon. 

3218.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  But  after  the  first  three  months,  did  you  or  not 
receive  evidence  from  the  board  itself,  in  the  shape  of  a payment,  through  the 
hands  of  the  same  gentleman  acting  as  secretary,  which  showed  that  his  conduct 
towards  you  was  adopted  and  recognized  by  the  board  ? — Most  certainly. 

3219.  The  Chairman.']  But  it  appears  you  entered  upon  this  engagement,  the 
authority  for  your  engagement  being  the  minute  of  the  commissioners  appointing 
you  a sub-commissioner,  but  not  specifying  any  terms  or  salary ; and  that  the  terms 
and  salary  were  entirely  settled  between  you  and  the  secretary  ? — It  was  so. 

3220.  Subsequently  your  salary  was  raised  to  450/.  a year  ?— Yes. 

3221.  When  was  that? — It  was  so,  in  fact,  from  the  beginning.  I have  stated 

to  the  Committee  already  that  300  /.  a year  was  for  a certain  amount  of  labour; 
but  if  I did  more  I was  to  receive  more;  that  was  part  of  the  agreement,  just  as 
much  as  the  300  /.  Now  for  the  first  year  I certainly  did  perform  much  more 
labour  than  was  equivalent  to  the  production  of  two  octavo  volumes ; withbiit 
exaggeration,  I think  I may  say  I did  what  was  nearly  equal  to  twice  that  amount. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  I stated  to  Mr.  Cooper,  or  he  stated  to  me,  I declare  I do 
not  know  which,  it  was  almost  simultaneous,  that  I had  performed  this  great  addi- 
tional amount  of  labour,  and  I thought  there  was  not  any  thing  unreasonable  in 
my  requesting  that  I might  have  an  additional  amount  of  remuneration,  especially, 
as  one  reason  why,  the  sum,  which  to  all  my  friends  appeared  most  exceedingly 
inadequate  for  the  services  I was  about  to  render,  and  did  render,  and  all  the 
inconveniences  in  changing  my  place  of  residence 

3222.  Nobody  is  disputing  or  wishing  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  amount 

of  the  salary ; the  Committee  wish  to  know  what  the'  proceedings  of  the  board 
were  with  respect  to  the  raising  your  salary  from  300/.  to  450/.;  when  did  you 
first  know,  and  how  did  you  know,  that  the  board  had'  agreed  you  should  be  remu- 
nerated at  the  rate  of  450/.  a year? — I knew  it  in  exactly  the  same  manner  that 
the  original  agreement  had  taken  place.  I knew  it  by  a communication  with  the 
secretary,  the  secretary  acting  as  the  organ  of  the  board.  ' 
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answer  to  some  inquiries  I made,  he  ' says,  “ No  opportunity  shall  be  lost  so 
frame  the  orders  for  your  employ  as  to  unite  you  indissolubly  with  the  board” 
He  writes  to  me  again,  “ It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  that  all  your  family  appro  ’ 
of  your  determination ; and  I hope,  in  a few  weeks,  to  see  you  inseparably  unit'd 
to  the  record  board.”  Again,  “ There  has  been  only  one  board  since  you  were  ' 
town ; I could  not  then  do  more  than  put  your  name  on  the  minutes,  as  entering 
the  service  of  the  commissioners ; an  early  opportunity,  however,  shall  be  taken  of 
giving  such  permanency  to  your  employ  as  can  be  secured  by  the  formal  resolutio 
and  order.”  I can  give  not  the  slightest  particle  of  information  as  to  the  mode  i 
which  Mr.  Cooper  received  his  authority  from  the  board. 

3212.  What  I want  is  the  authority  of  the  board,  upon  which  you  conoeiv 
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002^,.  Is  there  any  minute  respecting  the  raising  your  salary? — I never  saw  The  Rev. 
An v minute  of  the  original  salary,  or  the  raising  of  it.  _ JusePu 

•■’224.  There  is  none  of  the  raising  it? — I never  saw  it;  I never  saw  any  part 
of  the  accounts  of  the  commission;  it  never  fell  into  my  province  to  see  any  part  4 May  us6‘ 
of  the  accounts. 

3225.  This  is  not  a matter  of  account,  but  a matter  of  authority.  Suppose  when 
the  first  quarter  of  your  salary  became  due  the  commissioners  had  objected  to  pay 
it  what  proof  of  the  validity  of  your  claim  to  that  amount  could  you  have  pro- 
duced against  the  commissioners  ? — I was  in  the  same  situation  as  with  respect  to 
the  orio-inal  sum ; for  the  first  three  months  I could  not  produce  any  evidence,  but 
after  the  first  three  months  there  was  evidence  that  the  secretary  was  doing  what 
the  board  had  authorized  him  to  do. 

3226.  But  in  the  first  instance  all  the  arrangement  with  respect  to  your  salary 
was  made  between  yourself  and  the  secretary,  as  the  organ  of  the  board  ? — The 
honourable  Chairman  has  correctly  stated  the  situation  of  the  matter. 

3227.  Have  you  anything  farther  to  state? — Yes;  I wish  to  state  that  my 
appointment  thus  placed  me  in  a situation  of  entire  independence  on  Mr.  Cooper ; 
my  appointment  was  correlative  with  his ; it  is  well  known  to  the  Committee  that 
His  Majesty’s  Commission  directs  that  the  commissioners  shall  appoint  sub- 
commissioners. 

3228.  The  Committee  know  you  are  a sub-commissioner;  there  is  no  dispute 
about  that? — It  has  been  stated  that  I am  in  some  degree  dependent  upon 
Mr.  Cooper,  and  I am  anxious  to  repel  it. 

3229.  Who  stated  that? — Mr.  Protheroe,  in  my  hearing,  stated  it  in  what  to 
me  was  an  offensive  way.  I hold  myself  entirely  free  from  any  state  of  servile 
dependence  upon  Mr.  Cooper  or  any  man. 

3230.  If  Mr.  Protheroe,  in  describing  the  dependence  of  gentlemen  employed 
by  the  commission,  stated  that  from  that  dependence  he  did  not  even  except  you, 
was  he  correct  ? — I should  say  he  wras  not  correct ; that  is,  I consider  my  appoint- 
ment as  correlative  with  Mr.  Cooper’s ; the  Commission  authorizes  the  commis- 
sioners to  appoint  sub-commissioners  and  a secretary ; the  board  appointed  Mr. 

Cooper  secretary  and  me  a sub-commissioner;  that  is,  our  appointments  were 
co-ordinate. 

3231.  Have  you,  as  sub-commissioner,  attended  any  meetings  of  the  board? — 

Never. 

3232.  Have  you  ever  had  any  communication  with  the  board  except  through 
the  secretary? — Never;  I have  never  had  occasion  to  have  any. 

3233.  Have  the  communications  from  the  board  to  you  been  in  the  shape  of 
resolutions  of  the  board,  or  mere  communications  from  the  secretary? — They  have 
been  for  the  most  part  communications  from  the  secretary;  resolutions  of  the 
board  have  been  sometimes  shown  to  me,  but  I do  not  recollect  that  any  resolution 
of  the  board  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  secretary,  except  one ; one  has, 
but  besides  that  I do  not  recollect  any  other. 

3234.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  about  the  Parliamentary  Writs  ? 

—Yes,  I have.  In  speaking  of  the  necessity  for  further  searches  in  the  offices, 
before  publication  could  be  determined  upon,  I was  asked  if  I did  not  think  the 
Parliamentary  Writs  an  instance  of  that  necessity.  Now'  the  idea  in  my  own  mind, 
and  that  which  I meant  to  communicate  to  the  Committee,  and  that  which 
I thought  I had  communicated  to  the  Committee,  was  this : that  that  work  was 
more  likely  to  require  more  extended  search  than  any  other  work  published  by 
the  Commission,  from  its  nature ; not  that  I meant,  as  my  words  seem  to  have 
been  understood,  I dare  say,  perfectly  rightly,  and  that  I did  not  express  myself 
with  the  precision  I might  have  done ; I seem  to  have  been  understood  as  if  I 

t stated  that  the  work  itself  w'as  incompletely  performed. 

3235.  That  w'as  not  the  meaning  with  which  the  questions  were  put  to  you; 
not  that  you  stated  that  that  work  w'as  incompletely  performed,  or  that  you  had 
evidence  of  it,  but  whether,  from  the  nature  of  the  work,  you  did  not  conceive  it 
would  be  impossible  for  you  to  say  w'ith  absolute  certainty  that  the  work  was 
complete  at  the  present  moment? — Undoubtedly,  what  I intended  to  communicate 
to  the  Committee  was  this : that,  from  the  nature  of  the  work,  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  such  a work  can  be  complete ; it  can  no  more  be  complete  than  the 
I cedera  can  be  complete ; no  work  of  that  nature  can  by  possibility  ever  be  declared 
complete.  Now  I will  explain  at  once  what  I mean. 

3236.  Have  the  goodness  to  confine  your  answer,  with  respect  to  completeness, 
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The  Rev.  to  the  same  kind  of  completeness  to  which  the  question  extended ; complete  so 
Joseph  Hunter,  far  as  regards  documents  existing  in  the  different  offices  in  this  country? — -But  the 
honourable  Chairman  must  be  aware  that  that  book  does  not  consist  of  document, 
4 May  1836.  only  in  the  record  offices. 

3237.  In  what  place  then? — Documents  not  in  any  office  at  all. 

3238.  What  kind  of  documents? — It  contains  documents  from  monastic  cliar- 
tularies,  for  instance. 

3239.  I am  speaking  of  those  documents  in  the  Parliamentary  Writs  that  are  in 
the  record  offices  of  the  country.  I wish  you  to  confine  yourself  specifically  to 
them,  and  whether  you  can  say  with  any  certainty  that  that  work  contains  a com. 
plete  collection  of  all  such  documents  in  the  record  offices  of  the  country?— I have 
no  certain  knowledge  whether  it  does  or  does  not ; but  I have  heard — indeed  it 
was  stated  by  yourself — that  certain  documents  of  the  same  kind,  of  a certain  year 
of  Edward  the  First,  had  been  found,  and  I have  no  doubt  it  may  be  the  case. 

3241.  I did  not  state  it  as  a fact;  but  when  I mentioned  it  to  you  as  a matter 
I had  heard,  can  you  say  positively  it  is  incorrect  ? — By  no  means.  I think  it  very 
probable  there  may  be  documents  of  that  class  that  may  not  have  been  brought  to 
light;  and  to  speak  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  being  complete,  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  word  complete  is  used,  is  to  apply  a term  to  it  which  I hold  to  be 
inapplicable ; such  a work,  from  its  nature,  never  can  be  safely  affirmed  to  he 
complete. 

3242.  If  the  fact  is  as  1 have  stated,  it  is  clear  that  the  work  is  not  as  complete 
as  it  would  have  been  had  all  the  documents  of  the  kind  existing  in  the  record 
offices  of  this  country  been  perfectly  known? — There  is  a difficulty,  inasmuch  as 
the  book  is  not  consisting  only  of  documents  in  the  record  offices. 

3243.  Ought  it  not,  at  any  rate,  to  contain  all  that  is  in  the  record  offices  in  the 
country? — It  ought. 

3244.  Sir  Robert  Incjlis.]  The  questions  have  assumed  that  certain  omissions  are 
found  in  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; do  you  or  do  you  not,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
admit  the  fact  assumed  ? — Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  himself,  in  the  preface  to  the 
Parliamentary  Writs,  stated  it  with  great  fairness. 

3245.  The  Chairman.']  Stated  what? — The  nature  of  that  success  which  is  to  be 
expected  in  recovering  documents  of  the  class  of  which  the  book  consists. 

3246.  Have  not  the  difficulties  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  experienced  in  this 
work  been  mainly  caused  by  the  want  of  arrangement  of  the  records  ? — Whatever 
difficulties  may  have  been  found  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  those  documents 
in  the  record  offices,  must,  I conceive,  principally  be  attributed  to  the  want  of 
arrangement  and  catalogues. 

3247.  And  in  addition  to  those  difficulties,  do  you  not  think  it  possible,  lam 
not  stating  it  as  a fact,  that  owing  to  the  same  causes,  the  want  of  arrangement, 
documents  that  ought  to  have  entered  into  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  book  have  not 
been  entered  there  ? — I think  it  probable  that  the  documents  will  be  making  their 
appearance  that  are  of  the  class  of  those  of  which  the  Parliamentary  Writs  consist, 
and  which,  if  they  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  editor,  would  have  found  a 
place  in  that  work. 

3248.  Do  you  not  attribute  that  probability  to  the  want  of  arrangement  and 
proper  information  respecting  the  documents  that  exist  in  the  record  offices?— 
I do  not  think  that  the  charge  of  want  of  arrangement  applies  very  much  to  the 
record  offices ; my  persuasion  is  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  did  search  in  the  record 
offices  with  very  great  assiduity,  and  that  he  has  brought  to  light  very  much  of 
what  suited  his  purpose  that  was  to  be  found  there. 

3249.  Can  you  or  he  feel  secure  he  has  brought  to  light  all? — No,  I should  not 
say  that ; 1 will  take  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  records ; when  the  first  volume 
of  that  work  was  printed,  those  records  were  in  great  disorder,  as  it  has  been  men- 
tioned before;  and  if  among  those  records  any  Parliamentary  writs  have  been 
discovered,  if  they  belong  to  the  period  to  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  work  is 
confined,  if  he  had  been  in  possession  of  them  he  would  have  introduced  them. 

3250.  Is  not  this  work  an  instance  of  the  necessity  of  arrangement  going  before 
printing  ? — To  a certain  extent  it  is,  as  I stated  before ; and  here  now  we  see  the 
importance  of  what  I was  going  to  state  when  I was  thought  to  be  wandering 
from  the  subject,  that  this  work  from  its  nature  never  can  be  complete,  because 
it  does  not  merely  consist  of  matter  in  the  record  offices,  but  of  matter  in  all  the 
great  libraries  of  England ; I know  a chartulary  myself  that  contains  writs  of  sum- 
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mons  to  Parliament,  and  I believe  that  that  chartulary  was  unknown  to  Sir  Francis  .The  ]*ov- 
Pal  crave;  nor  only  ought  the  monastic  chartularies  to  be  searched,  but  the  char-  JoscPh  Hunter. 
tularies  of  the  great  houses  of  England,  the  chartularies  of  the  Percies,  the  Courtneys,  Ma  jg  g 
the  Hungerfords,  of  all  those  families  chartularies  exist,  and  to  have  a work  upon  y 3 

the  Parliamentary  writs  complete,  the  editor  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  all  those 
chartularies,  and  many  others ; if  you  say  that  the  work  is  not  to  be  published  till 
the  editor  is  acquainted  with  all  the  chartularies  to  be  found  anywhere,  and  with 
every  document  which  may  by  possibility  anywhere  exist  in  England,  then  it  is 
hard  to  say  when  such  a work  can  be  produced  at  all ; an  approximation  to  com- 
pleteness is  all  that  is  to  be  expected.  There  may;therefore  evidently  be  a reason- 
able amount  of  success  to  justify  publication,  and  such  I conceive  to  have  been 
the  case  in  respect  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  published  by  the  Commission,  and 
that  there  was  little  reason  to  delay  the  publication  in  expectation  of  further 
discoveries. 

3251.  But  you  stated  yourself  that  the  difficulties  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  were 
very  much  increased  by  the  want  of  better  arrangement  in  the  offices  ? — I do  not 
know  that  I stated  that  the  difficulties  were  great  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
arrangement,  I do  not  know  that  it  was  so ; but  the  better  arranged  the  records 
are,  the  more  easy  it  would  have  been  for  him  to  discover  the  documents  he  wanted ; 
he  must  have  depended  also  a great  deal  upon  information  obtained  from  the 
keepers  and  other  gentlemen  in  the  offices. 

3252.  Mr.  Pu$ey.~\  Would  it  not  be  desirable  when  any  similar  publication 
takes  place,  where  there  is  reason  to  suppose  the  materials  exist  in  private  as  well 
as  public  collections,  that  steps  should  be  taken  either  by  communication  with  the 
representatives  of  families,  or  even  by  advertisements,  to  obtain  access  to  those 
documents,  and  thereby  insure  the  utmost  possible  completion  to  the  collection  ? — 

I do  think  so.  Before  we  quit  this  very  important  subject,  the  question  of  the  pub- 
lication of  records,  if  the  honourable  Chairman  has  no  other  question  upon  it  he 
wishes  to  put  to  me,  I should  be  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a state- 
ment ; the  subject  has  been  brought  before  me  twice ; when  Mr.  Protheroe  published 
a letter  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission,  he  advanced  the  position  that  pub- 
lication must  be  delayed  to  make  way  for  arrangement ; he  sent  to  me  a copy  of 
-that  letter,  and  I wrote  to  him  remarks  upon  that  particular  statement  in  it ; he 
•expressed  himself  satisfied,  I will  not  overstate  it,  that  he  had  taken  perhaps  too 
strong  a view  of  the  subject.  It  wras  again  brought  before  me  in  a report  that 
was  put  into  my  hands  some  months  ago,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  not  only  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  but  that  almost  every  record  publication, 
was  incomplete  from  the  want  of  better  acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  the 
-record  offices.  This  led  me  to  reflect  again  upon  the  nature  of  the  allegation,  and 
I examined  the  various  record  works  published  by  the  commissioners,  and  other 
record  publications,  and  with  respect  to  many  of  them  I state  to  the  Committee, 
that  to  say  they  are  imperfect  is  much  the  same  thing  as  saying  that  a circle  can 
be  rounder  than  it  is;  I mean  by  imperfect  incomplete;  I do  not  mean  as  to  the 
editing ; there  may  be  mistakes  in  the  editing ; I do  not  mean  to  use  the  word 
incomplete  in  reference  to  that,  but  as  to  the  whole  considered  in  a mass ; for 
instance,  Doomsday  Book  is  a complete  publication ; you  can  no  more  enlarge  it  by 
searches  in  the  offices  than  you  can  enlarge  any  other  finished  work. 

325  3-  Chairman .]  You  have  given  us  instances  of  works  you  can  enlarge;  for 
instance,  the  Parliamentary  Writs?— Yes,  but  some  of  the  works  are  entire,’ and 
you  may  just  as  well  delay  the  publication  of  them  in  the  hope  of  something- 
turning  up,  as  delay  the  publication  of  Paradise  Lost  in  expectation  of  finding  a 
thirteenth  book.  This  with  respect  to  several  of  the  publications  of  the  Record 
Commission,  others  from  their  nature  may  have  additions  made  to  them  by  future 
discoveries,  but  those  I do  not  consider  to  be  many,  nor  do  I consider  the  want  of 
arrangement,  as  far  as  there  is  a want  of  arrangement,  for  the  Committee  seem  to 
be  taking  for  granted  that  there  is  a great  want  of  arrangement  in  the  offices, 
which  I do  not  admit,  that  this  want  of  arrangement  ought  not  to  delay  the  pub- 
lication ; there  is  enough  already  arranged  for  publication,  so  that  publication  can 
go  on  correlatively  with  arrangement. 

3254-  You  seem  to  think  it  very  desirable  that  the  board  should  print  works ; 

0 you  prefer  printing  to  transcription  as  the  means  of  perpetuation? — -Most  cer- 
amly ; there  is  no  comparison  between  the  two ; making  a transcript  means  that 

•there  should  be  two  copies  instead  of  one. 

3255-  I used  the  words  for  perpetuation  ? — If  there  is  a transcript  there  is  a 
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The  Rev.  double  chance  of  the  preservation  of  the  matter  of  the  record ; but  if  preservatio 
.Joseph  Hunter,  only  is  looked  to,  there  is  no  way  of  securing  the  preservation  that  can  be  at  all 
compared  to  the  press. 

4 May  1836.  3256.  But  that  is  infinitely  more  expensive? — Yes;  if  perpetuation  only  js 

looked  at,  to  make  a copy  of  a record,  and  to  keep  it  at  a distance  from  the  orio-jnaj 
doubles  the  chances  of  preservation  from  accident  by  fire  or  water  or  tumult,  and 
from  that  gradual  process  of  deterioration  against  which  no  care  can  guard ; so 
that  even  one  transcript  may  be  said  to  be  sufficient,  if  perpetuation  is  the  single 
object  contemplated,  and  hence  arises  the  value  of  the  transcripts  made  by  the 
antiquaries  of  the  17th  century;  there  are  many  transcripts  made  by  those  eminent 
, antiquaries  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  and  which  are  of  great  value,  inas. 
much  as  some  of  the  originals  may  have  entirely  disappeared,  or  become  impaired 
by  use  and  age. 

3257.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.~\  You  descend  to  the  time  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale  and 
Mr.  William  Petyt? — Yes;  but  I more  especially  alluded  to  D’Ewes  and  Dods- 
worth. 

3258.  Th e Chairman.']  Were  you  employed  to  collate  Mr.  Devon’s  edition  of  the 
Chancellor’s  Roll? — Yes,  I was. 

3259.  In  what  state  did  you  find  it? — The  Committee  must  be  aware  lam 
under  the  necessity  of  stating  things  -that  cannot  be  agreeable  to  other  parties. 

3260.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  You  are  not  a voluntary  witness  on  the  occa- 
sion?— No. 

3261.  You  consider  yourself  summoned  by  the  Committee,  and  do  not  consider 
yourself  a volunteer  in  giving  the  information  you  are  about  to  give? — Yes' 
certainly. 

3262.  The  Chairman.']  Was  not  it  very  inaccurate? — I will  state  the  impression 
upon  my  mind  with  fairness,  and  it  appears  to  me  there  had  not  been  a reasonable 
amount  of  attention  bestowed  upon  it. 

3263.  Was  it  very  inaccurate  ? — There  were  a great  number  of  inaccuracies ; but 
I ought  to  state,  and  it  is  but  right  to  state,  that  at  that  time  I was  new  to  the 
matter  of  record  editing,  and  I was  not  so  sensible  as  I have  since  become  of  the 
difficulty  of  the  operation. 

3264.  Was  the  Index  worked  off  before  you  had  anything  to  do  with  it?— 
Yes,  the  entire  volume  was  finished,  and  put  into  my  hand  as  complete ; the  Pre- 
face, the  Work,  the  Collation  of  the  Pipe  and  Chancellor’s  Roll,  the  Index,  was 
entirely  finished  before  I had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Commission ; only  the  title 
page  was  wanting. 

3265.  What  did  you  do  with  the  work? — It  was  the  first  business  put  into  my 
hand  by  the  board ; I was  desired  to  see  in  what  way  it  was  done ; that  is,  I was 
instructed  to  collate  it  with  the  editor.  I did  so  collate  it ; I went  over  the  roll 
and  the  book  with  him,  and  we  did  discover  a great  number  of  variations  from  tbe 
original,  many  of  which  I considered  of  considerable  importance. 

3266.  What  did  you  do  in  consequence  of  this  discovery? — I endeavoured  to 
mend  the  book,  and  make  it  more  accordant  with  the  original  which  it  repre- 
sented. 

3267.  Did  you  mend  it? — Yes,  I did. 

3268.  Were  sheets  cancelled? — Yes,  a great  many  leaves,  and  I believe  some 
entire  sheets  were  cancelled,  and  there  is  a table  of  corrigenda  besides. 

3269.  Did  you  do  any  thing  to  the  Index? — I did  not  touch  it. 

3270.  Is  the  Index  a good  one? — I did  not  consider  the  plan  of  the  Index  a 
good  one  at  all. 

3271.  Did  you  state  as  a reason  for  publishing  this  volume,  it  was  published, 
not  on  account  of  its  curiosity,  but  on  account  of  its  easiness  of  access — (page 
ix.  Chancellor’s  Roll)  ? — The  expression,  “ not  on  account  of  its  curiosity,”  cannot 
be  mine. 

3272.  Did  you  consider  it  a curious  work? — Yes,  I did. 

3273.  Does  not  it  seem  an  odd  reason  to  give,  that  the  work  is  published,  not 
on  account  of  its  peculiar  curiosity,  but  the  greater  facility  of  access  it  afforded  ?— 
No ; peculiar  curiosity  is  there  used  in  reference  only  to  the  series  to  which  it 
belongs;  this  roll  of  the  3d  of  John  is  of  no  more  curiosity  than  the  roll  of  the  4th 
of  John ; but  as  respects  other  documents,  or  speaking  absolutely,  it  is  like  all  the 
other  early  Chancellor’s  Rolls,  of  great  curiosity  and  value.  As  to  the  facility  of 
access  being  a reason  for  the  publication  of  that  rather  than  any  other  Chancellors 
Roll,  I know  nothing  about  it,  except  that  the  fact  was  communicated  to  me  by 
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, Secretary  of  the  board,  that  this  facility  of  access  was  the  reason  why  this  was  The  Rev. 
printed  rather  than  any  other  Chancellor’s  Roll.  JosePh  Hunter. 

p 27,  Are  you  publishing  the  General  Report?— I am:  I beg  pardon,  I ought  

not  to  say  that  I am  publishing  it.  4 May  l836' 

3075.  Editing  it,  or  superintending  it?— I am  preparing  the  General  Report. 

0276.  What  are  your  duties  upon  it? — There  was  an  order  of  the  board,  direct- 
ing that  I should  prepare  Pleads  of  the  General  Report,  and  arrange  certain  Returns 
ancl  Reports  which  the  Commission  has  obtained  relating  to  the  Record  Offices,  to 
Public  Libraries  and  Corporation  Archives,  to  be  an  Appendix  to  the  Report. 

3277.  Did  you  make  any  alterations  in  those  Returns? — In  the  Returns  the 
only  alteration  I recollect  to  have  been  made  was  in  a Return,  I forget  from  what 
office  it  was,  but  there  had  been  returned  a long  list  of  the  publications  of  the 
board  as  being  part  of  the  contents  of  the  office  ; I thought  it  quite  unnecessary 
to  print  this,  and  I therefore  left  it  out.  As  to  two  other  Returns,  it  was  necessary 
I should  enter  into  a communication  with  the  parties  making-  them,  because  there 
were  some  things  in  one  of  them,  as  they  were  sent  in,  that  could  not  be  printed  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  presented  to  the  board.  We  are  speaking  now  of  the 
Returns,  and  the  Chafrman  will  have  the  goodness  to  keep  in  mind  the  distinction 
between  Return  and  Report. 

3278. '  Did  you  make  any  alterations  in  the  Reports? — The  Reports  were  not 
official  documents,  not  returns  made  to  the  circular  questions  of  the  Commission ; 
the  Reports  were  nothing  more  than  information  which  the  Commission  obtained 
from  persons  whom  they  thought  competent  to  give  them  information,  supple- 
mentary to  that  information  that  was  embodied  in  the  Returns.  If  they  had 
given  complete  answers  to  the  questions,  the  Commission  would  have  imposed  an 
amount  of  labour  upon  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  questions  were  transmitted 
that  could  not  be  expected  from  them.  In  order,  therefore,  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciencies in  the  Return,  or  obtain  better  information,  the  Commission  in  some  cases 
employed  persons  in  their  service  to  give  more  extended  and  additional  informa- 
tion ; part  of  my  duty  was  to  furnish  Reports  of  this  kind ; I have  prepared  five  or 
six  of  these  Reports. 

3279.  Did  you  make  any  alterations  in  the  Reports? — Some  of  the  Reports 
required  certain  alterations. 

3280.  Did  you  make  them? — Yes. 

3281.  Something  has  been  said  about  some  catalogues  made  by  Mr.  Cole,  and 
Mr.  Cooper  has  told  us  that  you  discovered  they  were  inaccurate? — I did  not 
know  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  stated  it ; it  was  stated  by  the  commissioner  who  has 
just  now  entered  the  room,  Mr.  Protheroe. 

3282.  Mr.  Cooper  has  stated  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Cole’s  catalogues  have  been 

suspended,  or  are  not  going  to  be  published  on  account  of  its  having  been  dis- 
covered that  they  are  inaccurate,  and  on  a bad  plan, . and  he  stated  the  discovery 
was  yours? — I did  not  at  all  know  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  stated  it ; I heard  it  stated 
by  the  commissioner  in  delivering  his  evidence  that  something  like  this  was  the 
case.  Now  I must,  in  the  first  place,  state  to  the  Committee  my  own  persuasion 
that  the  Suspension  of  the  publication  of  that  catalogue  had  taken  place  before  any 
opinion  of  mine  was  asked.  I have  endeavoured  to  make  myself  generally  master 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  transaction ; and  I am,  I believe,  master  of  all  the 
circumstances.  I am  very  glad  that  the  commissioner  is  now  present ; I heard 
with  the  greatest  surprise  that  commissioner  depose  in  evidence-  before  this  Com- 
mittee that  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Cole’s  catalogue  was  in  consequence  of  an 
opinion  that  I had  expressed  of  it.  Now  I state  to  the  Committee,  in  the  first 
place 

3283.  We  have  Mr.  Cooper’s  statement  that  the  suspension  was  not  in  conse- 
quence of  the  discovery  of  these  inaccuracies? — Then  it  was  not  suspended  in  con- 
sequence of  any  opinion  of  mine.  Then  I submit  that  the  honourable  commissioner 
who  gave  evidence  upon  it,  that  it  was  suspended  upon  information  of  inaccuracies 
received  from  me,  that  so  far  the  evidence  is  not  accordant  with  the  fact. 

3284.  Do  you  consider  it  material  to  correct  that  mistake  ? — I consider  it 
material  to  the  public  service,  and  most  material  to  myself. 

32^5.  It  appears  from  Mr.  Cooper’s  evidence  that  the  work  was  suspended  long 
before,  and  since  the  suspension  it  has  been  discovered  they  were  works  that 
ought  not  to  be  proceeded  with  or  published,  in  consequence  of  the  inaccuracies 
you  have  discovered ; is  that  correct,  if  that  is  Mr.  Cooper’s  statement? — That  is 
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true  to  a certain  extent.  There  were  things  in  what  I saw  which  I should 
have  wished  to  have  seen  published. 

3286.  When  did  you  discover  those  inaccuracies  ? — I cannot  exactly  say 
it  might  be  six  months  ago  that  my  opinion  was  required. 

3287.  By  whom? — By  the  secretary. 

3288.  Was  it  about  the  beginning  of  November? — I think  it  must  have  h 

earlier,  but  I cannot  at  all  say.  en 

3289.  Did  Mr.  Cooper  give  you  specimens  to  examine?— Fie  did. 

329a.  Was  it  before  October? — That  I cannot  Say,  with  any  kind  of  certaint 
when  it  was.  * 

3291*  What  inaccuracies  did  you  discover,  or  what  other  defects  besides  ina 
curacies? — Here  is  the  specimen  that  was  put  into  my  hand  [producing  a paper] 
I was  desired  by  the  secretary  to  inform  him  what  I thought  of  this  specimen  j 
the  catalogue.  The  question  came  before  me  in  the  course  of  my  duty,  and  I 
a fair  and  honest  opinion  upon  it ; I spoke  on  both  its  merits  and  defects.  \r 
opinion  might  on  the  whole  be  said  to  be  unfavourable.  There  were  inaccuracies 
and  errors,  but  I objected  on  higher  grounds.  I disapproved  of  the  plan  upon 
which  the  editor  of  it  intended  to  proceed.  In  the  first  place,  he  proposed  to 
make  it  a chronological  catalogue ; now  many  of  the  most  important  records  in 
the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  office  do  not  admit  of  being  thrown  into  chronoloaical 
order,  inasmuch  as  the  records  consist  of  a great  variety  of  matters  written  at 
different  periods,  and  relating  to  different  periods.  I will  mention  one,  and  that 
is  the  Red  Book,  one  of  the  most  important,  perhaps  the  most  important,  record 
under  the  care  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer.  In  a catalogue  chronologically 
arranged  there  can  be  no  place  for  this  record ; it  is  placed  in  this  specimen  in 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Second ; there  can  be  no  reason  for  placing  it  in  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  the  Second ; no  part  of  it  was  written  so  early  as  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Second.  The  oldest  portion  of  it  was  written  about  the  14th  °of 
King  Henry  the  Third,  but  the  officers  of  the  Exchequer  continued  making  entries 
in  the  Red  Book  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third ; there  are 
a few  entries  of  a later  date,  even  down  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  and  James  the 
First ; there  is,  therefore,  no  reason  for  placing  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second 
any  more  than  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  or  any  other  reign.  Then  with 
respect  to  the  matter  of  which  it  consists,  it  contains  matter  that  relates  to  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  First,  and  from  that  period  onwards  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth ; 
there  is  therefore  no  place  in  a catalogue  that  is  chronologically  arranged  for  this 
book.  The  same  remark  applies  to  other  records  in  the  custody  of  the  King's 
Remembrancer ; it  applies  to  a book  called  the  Black  Book ; it  applies  to  all  the 
chartularies,  of  which  there  are  many ; there  is  no  place  for  them  in  a catalogue 
that  is  to  be  arranged  chronologically. 

3292.  Are  you  not  aware  that  at  page  5 of  this  catalogue,  it  is  stated  of  this 
book,  the  Liber  Rubeus,  “ The  account  of  this  volume,  inclusive  of  portions  be- 
longing to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  will  succeed  the  catalogue  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Third  ?”■ — Then  the  copy  now  in  the  Chairman’s  hand,  placed  there 
by  Mr.  Cole,  differs  from  mine. 

3293.  Do  you  know  whether  any  parts  of  the  catalogues  were  printed  off?— No, 
I do  not. 


3294.  It  is  in  page  5? — But  not  in  the  specimen  submitted  to  me;  I go  upon 
this  specimen  put  into  my  hands,  and  upon  which  my  judgment  was  formed. 

3295.  Do  you  think  this  a satisfactory  explanation? — No;  wherever  the  Liber 
Rubeus  is  placed,  it  must  be  out  of  its  place  if  the  catalogue  is  chronological. 

3296.  This  admits  this  exception?  — Nothing  is  said  of  exceptions  in  this 
specimen.  If  it  is  to  be  an  arrangement,  with  a multitude  of  exceptions,  that 
diminishes  its  value.  It  is  placed  under  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  and  so  is 
the  Black  Book ; w'e  will  take  the  Liber  Niger ; the  Black  Book  is  described  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second ; the  Black  Book  contains  matter  belonging  to 
other  reigns. 

3297.  For  this  reason  you  think  this  arrangement  objectionable?' — There  are 
others. 

3298.  The  Committee  cannot  go  through  the  wdiole  of  them.  On  account  of 
such  defects  as  these,  you  objected  to  a chronological  arrangement  ? — I think  that 
a set  of  manuscripts  like  those  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  do  not  admit  of  being- 
arranged  chronologically. 

3299.  How 
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3200  How  would  you  arrange  them  ? — There  cannot  be  any  other  arrangement  The  Rev. 
rl,«n  9 mere  artificial  arrangement,  with  respect  to  such  manuscripts  as  the  Red  -r“<y4  Hunter. 
Rook  the  Books  of  Statutes,  and  the  Chartularies— the  latter  might  indeed  be  — — ; • 

described  as  a series  of  chartularies— you  might  arrange  the  religions  houses  alpha.  4 *u»y  1M3t>- 
betically,  or  according  to  the  date  of  their  foundations ; but  to  talk  of  arranging 
books  of  that  kind  in  chronological  order,  is  as  absurd  as  any  thing  I can  well 
conceive. 

3300.  The  objection  you  state  clearly  points  out  that  it  is  not  possible  to  make 
a perfect  chronological  arrangement,  but  it  must  have  defects;  can  you  point  out 
any  other  system  that  would  have  less  defects  ? — There  should  be  no  attempt  at 
arranging  manuscripts  of  that  kind  in  a chronological  order. 

3301.  As  far  as  you  can  arrange  them  in  a chronological  order,  why  should  you 
not  arrange  them,  stating  as  it  is  here  that  there  are  some  that  you  cannot  so 
arrange? — Is  it  so  stated  in  the  specimen  in  the  Chairman’s  hand?  There  is  no 
such  statement  in  any  thing  I ever  saw. 

3302.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  none  of  the  chronological  arrangement  is  cor- 
rect, and  that  none  of  them  can  be  arranged  chronologically  ? — No,  far  from  it. 

3303.  Then  it  is  not  good  as  far  as  it  goes  ? — Certainly,  if  that  mode  of  arrange- 
ment is  adopted ; hut  if  there  is  an  attempt  at  making  a catalogue  of  manuscripts 
on  any  particular  system,  there  should  be  a place  for  every  one.  There  is  not  in  the 
Exchequer  a more  conspicuous  record  than  the  Red  Book : the  Red  Book  is  put 
here  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second.  This  is  quite  arbitrary. 

3304.  Were  there  any  other  objections  to  the  plan? — Certainly;  it  occasions 
a multitude  of  repetitions.  It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  documents  which 
were  to  be  described  in  this  catalogue  are  in  a long  series,  one  of  them  extending 
through  several  hundred  years,  the  Memoranda  Rolls.  Now,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment (and  the  Committee  will  bear  in  mind  I am  speaking  hut  of  my  view  of  the 
case),  the  Memoranda  Rolls  should  have  been  described  in  one  article  on  the  score 
of  economy,  as  well  as  that  a more  satisfactory  account  would  he  given  of  them 
en  masse,  with  a table  annexed  of  the  years  for  which  the  Memoranda  Rolls  exist, 
than  it  would  be  by  repeating  them  year  after  year  as  they  occur. 

3305.  This  seems  all  an  objection  to  the  chronological  arrangement? — Yes 
it  is. 

3306.  Go  on,  and  just  state  your  general  objections  to  a chronological  arrange- 
ment ? — I have  stated  the  two  principal  objections,  which  are,  that  in  a chronolo- 
gical arrangement  there  can  he  no  place  found  for  some  of  the  most  important 
volumes ; and,  secondly,  that  when  the  documents  are  in  an  annual  series,  it  in- 
creases the  expense  and  bulk  of  the  catalogue  without  any  correspondent  advantage, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  a loss.  It  would  have  been  more  convenient  if  there  had 
been,  for  instance,  one  article  devoted  to  the  Memoranda  Rolls,  giving  an  ample 
description  of  them,  and  specifying  for  what  years  they  existed  in  the  office,  than  to 
have  named  them  year  by  year,  as  is  the  case  in  this  specimen ; so  that  there  wil 
be  several  hundred  articles  on  the  Memoranda  Rolls  alone.  These  are  the  two 
chief  objections  to  its  being  in  a chronological  form.  When  I say  Memoranda 
Rolls,  they  only  make  one  class  of  the  rolls  that  are  in  a long  series.  There  are 
many  others,  as  minister’s  accounts  rendered  year  by  year,  and  it  seems  to  me  to 
give  an  article  for  the  minister’s  accounts  for  any  manor  or  other  property,  and  then 
specifying  through  what  number  of  years  accounts  were  rendered,  would  be  much 
better  than  putting  down  year  by  year  that  there  was  such  an  account  rendered 
from  such  a place  that  was  to  be  found  in  the  office  ; which  would  have  been  the 
case  had  these  series  been  described  as  the  series  of  the  Memoranda  Rolls  was  in 
the  specimen. 

3307.  Those  are  the  two  principal  objections  you  have  to  the  plan ; have  yov 
any  other? — Yes,  certainly,  I have.  I objected  to  the  introduction  of  so  much 
quotation.  I hold,  if  a gentleman  undertakes  to  prepare  a catalogue  of  a set  of 
records,  having  those  records  before  him,  he  should  describe  them  himself.  One 
of  the  most  curious  of  those  Exchequer  Records  is  the  Rotulus  de  Dominahus.  If 
a gentleman  proposes,  under  the  Record  Commission,  to  describe  the  Rotulus  de 
Dominahus,  he  ought  to  prepare  a description  of  it  himself,  and  not  copy  from  a 
well  known  book  a long  passage  in  which  the  document  is  described,  however  ably 
it  may  be  described.  It  is  well  described  by  Mr.  Grimaldi  in  the  passage  here 
quoted : hut  though  Mr.  Grimaldi  has  well  described  it,  Mr.  Grimaldi  has  fallen 
nito  one  very  extraordinary  mistake,  which  mistake  Mr.  Cole  has  transferred  into 
this  work.  The  account  which  is  here  given  of  the  Memoranda  Rolls,  including  the 
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references,  is  mere  transcription  from  Mr.  Cooper’s  volumes ; so  is  the  account  f 
the  Liber  Niger  of  the  Chapter  House  mere  transcription  from  Bishop  Nicolso  f 
account  of  it,  which  is  imperfect  ancl  misleading.  Again,  there  is  also  a considerabj8 
amount,  two  columns,  of  reprinting  in  this  specimen,  from  another  work  printed  b 
the  Commission.  I certainly  feel  myself  in  a very  invidious  position.  •' 

3308.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  The  Committee  distinctly  understand  that  you  are 
a reluctant  witness  to  bear  testimony  unfavourable  to  the  work  of  another  gentle 
man ; and  the  Committee  understand,  that  the  evidence  previously  given  by  you 
another  place  was  evidence  given  by  you  as  a sub-commissioner  to  the  official  or»an 
of  the  board,  when  consulted  by  him  upon  matters  relating  to  the  Commission0  in 

the  confidence  which  one  public  functionary  applies  himself  to  another? J^ill 

proceed. 

3309.  The  Chairman.']  Have  you  detailed  the  chief  part  of  your  reasons  for  con- 
sidering this  work  inaccurate? — No,  there  is  much  to  come.  I hold,  that  the 
descriptions  given  here  of  the  Black  Books  are  exceedingly  inadequate. 

3310.  I am  drawing  a distinction  between  the  plan  and  the  special  inaccuracies? 
— Yes,  I so  understand;  we  are  speaking  upon  the  plan  now;  the  special  iuaccul 
racies  we  are  to  come  to  by  and  by. 

3311.  Is  there  any  other  book  the  description  of  which  is  inadequate  ?— The 
Templar’s  Book  appears  to  me  to  be  inadequately  described.  I am  acquainted  with 
the  Black  and  Red  Books,  but  I am  not  with  the  Templar’s  Book ; I only  desire  to 
be ; and  this  catalogue  does  not  give  the  information  I should  expect  from  it. 

3312.  You  mean  to  say,  that  the  descriptions  of  some  of  the  books  with  which 
you  are  acquainted  are  inadequate  ? — I am  not  acquainted  with  the  Templar’s  Book 
and  from  this  catalogue  I gain  but  a very  slight  knowledge  of  its  contents ; it  may 
be  very  well  described.  I do  not  know  enough  of  it  to  say  that  it  is  not,  but  I know 
the  Red  Book  and  Black  Book,  and  I know  the  description  of  the  latter  is  not  what 
it  ought  to  be. 

3313.  The  general  opinion  you  have  entertained  of  the  impropriety  of  the  plan 
on  which  this  catalogue  is  founded,  do  you  or  do  you  not  still  retain  ? — I do  un- 
doubtedly, as  to  the  points  stated. 

3314.  Besides  these,  did  you  find  any  inaccuracies? — Yes,  I did,  and  I will  state 
some  of  them  to  the  Committee,  it  being  understood  I am  not  cavilling1,  but  in  the 
discharge  of  a public  duty,  giving  the  information  that  the  Committee  requires; 

I will  begin  with  page  one. 

3315.  State  generally  the  class  of  inaccuracies  ? — I cannot  inform  the  Committee 
without  entering  into  particulars. 

3316.  Give  the  Committee  an  instance? — They  abound;  here  are  only  12 
pages,  and  I will  produce  eight  or  ten  instances  of  what  may  be  called  inaccuracies. 

3317.  Give  us  one  instance? — There  is  one  occurs  in  the  first  page;  here  is 
a passage  marked  as  being  in  or  not  in  the  Doomsday  book ; I have  forgotten  the 
plan,  but  it  is  just  the  contrary  to  what  is  here  stated ; that  passage  ought  not  to 
have  been  underlined,  it  is  an  oversight. 

33 1 8.  Such  errors  as  these  you  have  found  throughout  the  twelve  pages  ? — No, 
that  is  not  a specimen  of  the  inaccuracies.  I will  mention  another ; the  writer  of  it 
speaks  of  an  eminent  record  antiquary  by  the  name  of  Sir  Simon  D’Ewes  instead 
of  Sir  Simonds  D’Ewes.  Again,  there  was  occasion  to  mention  a library  that 
is  well  known  to  record  people  as  being  remarkably  rich  in  record  matters, 
belonging  to  the  Hatton  family  at  Kirby,  in  Northamptonshire ; this  library  is 
mentioned  here  as  being  the  Hutton  library ; it  is  the  quotation  signed  J.  B.  in 
page  4,  column  2. 

3319.Su-  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  these  errors  found  in  the  proof  or  in  the  sheet 
pulled  off ; are  the  Committee,  in  short,  to  understand  that  these  are  errors  of  the  press 
observed  in  a proof,  or  do  you  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that  they 
passed  deliberately  under  the  eye  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  work  was  com- 
mitted ? — The  latter  I conceive  to  be  the  case. 

3320.  The  Chairman.]  Just  point  out  the  place  ? [ handing  the  specimen  to  the 
witness  received  from  Mr.  Cole.] — This  is  quite  a different  copy  to  mine. 

3321.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  The  Committee  understand  that  you  speak  of  the 
particular  sheet  submitted  to  you? — Yes. 

3322.  The  Chairman .]  You  are  not  able  to  find  this  last  inaccuracy  in  the  copy 
I have  shown  you  ? — I do  not  see  that  the  Liber  Niger  is  described  there  at  all. 

3323.  Can  you  account  at  all  for  the  difference  between  the  two  copies? — M 
not  at  all ; I did  not  know  that  there  were  any  different  copies ; this  "was  put  into 
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. „BOn  which  my  opinion  was  required;  if  the  author  has  thought  it 
®r  tarv’to' prepare  a new  and  improyed  copy,  or  to  correct  his  work  since  this 
specimen  was  presented,  there  is  eyidently  an  admission  that  there  were  things  to 

be  "'?°Paint  out  another?— If  you  will  turn  to  the  description  of  Doomsday 
n S'  in  E.  4 of  my  copy,  you  will  find,  “ In  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Chapter  House 
„nv  the  following  absurd  memorandum  is  made.”  Now,  according  to  my  serious 
tataaent,  the  Commission  ought  not  to  apply  such  a term  as  absurd  to  any  anti- 
nmn-ian  memorandum  of  so  eminent  a man  as  Peter  Le  Neve; 

1,  2-  That  is  a matter  of  taste ?— Very  well.  At  any  rate,  it  should  be  nothing 
more  than  mistaken;  the  opinion  is  not  an  absurd  opinion,  in  any  yiew  of  it;  at 

least  I conceive  not.  . , 

3326.  What  is  the  opinion? — The  opinion,  as  far  as  I can  make  it  out,  through 
the  strange  Latin  here  given  as  that  of  Peter  Le  Neve 

•3327.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  the  authenticity  of  the  Latin?— Yes;  1 not 
only  have  a doubt  of  it,  but  I am  sure  Le  Neve  could  not  have  written  what  is 
here  ascribed  to  him.  „ TT  , T i 

3328.  Have  you  inspected  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Chapter  House  copy?  1 have 

seen  it. 

3320.  Does  it  differ  from  this? — X conceive  so. 

3330.  In  what  respect? — The  person  who  transcribed  this  could  not  well  make 
out  what  Le  Neve  had  written,  and  he  has  made  him  write  the  worst  Latin  that 
could  be:  the  particular  instance  is  this:— Le  Neve  has  occasion  to  quote  a book, 
the  title  of  which  appears  to  be,  “Descriptio  Belgiae;”  the  turn  of  his  sentence 
rendered  it  necessary  that  this  should  appear  in  an  oblique  case,  and  it  stands, 
« Descriptionem  Belgi® the  author  of  this  catalogue  has  read,  “ De  Scnptionem 
lelghe,”  understanding  it,  as  would  appear  from  the  context,  as  if  it  was  a treatise 
on  the  art  or  mode  of  writing  of  Belgium ; the  m in  Seriptionem  is  underlined,  to 
indicate  the  author’s  opinion  that  it  was  meant  to  be  “ De  Scriptione  Belgian”  Such 
a passage  as  this  ought  never  to  be  allowed  to  appear  in  any  publication  of  this 
Commission. 

3331.  Chairman  [to  Mr.  Cole.]  Cp  you  account  for  the  difference  between 
the  copy  which  Mr.  Hunter  has,  and  the  copy  you  have  delivered  to  me  ? — 
The  copy  Mr.  Hunter  has  produced  was  the  specimen  first  prepared,  and  after  I had 
received  Mr.  Cooper’s  orders  to  send  the  same  to  press,  I had  reason  to  make 
certain  alterations ; the  second  copy  the  Chairman  has  in  his  hand  is  the  copy 
printed  off  by  the  Printer,  of  which  500  were  printed. 

3332.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  errors  are  corrected  in  the 
copy  delivered  by  you  to  the  Chairman,  it  may  be  considered  as  the  work  which  you 
desire  to  see  published  ? — Precisely  so ; the  copy  that  the  Chairman  has  in  liis  hand 
is  that  which  was  finally  worked  off. 

3333.  Does  the  passage  pointed  out  by  the  last  witness,  Mr.  Hunter,  in  page  4, 
exist  in  the  same  form  in  the  copy  which  you  have  delivered  to  the  Chairman  ? — 
[f  it  be  an  error,  it  undoubtedly  does. 

3334.  But  assuming  it  to  be  an  error,  does  it  exist  in  the  same  form  ? — Yes. 

3335.  Does  the  passage  pointed  out  in  page  1,  referring  to  Doomsday,  exist 
in  page  1 of  the  sheet  delivered  to  the  Chairman  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

3336.  Does  the  error  which  Mr.  Hunter  has  mentioned,  about  '‘the  library  of  the 
Hatton  family,  exist  in  this  ? — It  does  not. 

3337.  To  Mr.  Hunter.]  Were  those  inaccuracies  you  have  found,  inaccuracies 
which  made  it  necessary  for  you  to  examine  the  original  records  to  which  the 
catalogue  referred  ? — They  are  of  a different  nature  from  the  kind  of  inaccuracies 


to  which  the  Chairman  is  alluding. 

3338.  Those  inaccuracies  you  did'not  inquire  into? — I will  proceed  to  those. 

3339.  Did  you  find  any  such  inaccuracies? — I. have  not  collated  any  portion 
of  it  with  the  original,  but  there  are  a few  things  in  which  I feel  a persuasion  that 
the  copy  does  not  agree  with  the  originals;  here  is  Wychard  Ley  mentioned  in 
page  7,  who  must,  I conceive,  be  the  person  of  that  age,  well  known  as  Wischard 
or  Wychard  Leydet,  but  I think  these  are  very  trifling;  such  kind  of  errors  cannot 
he  wholly  excluded. 

3340-  Mr.  Prother.oe  has  stated  in  his  evidence,  “ Two  reasons  have  been  assigned 
to  me  for  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Cole’s  catalogue,  but  I really  do  not  know  which 
is  the  one  I am  to  accept  as  the  positive  reason  for  the  cessation  of  this  work. 
First,  it  has  been  stated  to  me  that  the  work  was  suspended  because  Mr.  Cooper 
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disapproved  of  Mr.  Cole’s  terms,  and  next,  because  the  work  had  been  0 
have  contained  errors;  those  errors  are  stated  upon  the  authority  of  Mr  h' ^ 

Is  there  any  thing  in  this  yon  complain  of  as  contrary  to  the  fact  ? I ]ia  Unter-” 

myself  as  accurately  acquainted  as  I could  with-  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  1^  m!',y 
certainly  by  Mr.  Cooper,  that  the  latter  was  not  the  reason  or  a part  of  th  ^ ^ 
for  the  suspension  of  the  catalogue;  that  the  catalogue  was  suspended  3 tj'  |!V’:s<)n 
a fortnight  before  any  opinion  of  mine  was  asked.  ws  or 

3341.  When  you  state  that  what  Mr.  Protheroe  has  stated  is  contrarr 

fact,  how  do  you  know  that  the  reasons  were  not  assigned  to  him? j ; e 

means  say  those  reasons  were  not  assigned  to  him.  I only  state  the  result  f 
inquiries;  and  Mr.  Cooper  assured  me  that  the  suspension  of  the  catalog,  i, 
taken  place  ten  days  or  a fortnight  before  he  asked  any  opinion  of  me.  ‘ 

334't-  How  do  you  know  that  such  reason  was  not  assigned  to  Mr  PrnH 
for  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Cole’s  catalogue?— I cannot  give  any  answer  to  th  t 

3343.  When  you  state,  what  Mr.  Protheroe  has  stated  is  contrary  to  the  f ' 

you  mean  simply  that  any  opinion  you  gave  upon  this  work  was  not  the  can  r 
its  suspension,  that  suspension  having  taken  place  before  ? Yes.  se  0 

3344.  Sir  Robert  Inc/lis.]  You  will  observe  in  the  evidence  quoted  to  n ■ 
preceding  question,  as  having  been  given  by  Mr.  Protheroe,  Mr  Protheroe  at  t ' 
not  the  fact,  but  the  reasons  assigned  to  him ; and  expressly  states  that  he  s 
nqt  know  which  is  the  one  he  is  to  accept  as  the  positive  reason  for  the 

of  this  work;  Mr.  Protheroe  not  making  himself  responsible  for  either  fact It 
simply  for  the  circumstance  of  two  reasons  being  assigned  to  him  for  a naiti„£ 
result : does  not  that  appear  to  you,  upon  reconsideration,  to  be  the  state  of  ti 
case?— Whatever  may  have  been  stated,  I have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  from 
the  positive  information  of  Mr.  Cooper,  that  the  work  was  suspended  utterly 
irrespective  of  the  second  reason,  the  work  being  suspended  previously  to  anv 
opinion  of  mine  being  asked.  J <ly 

3345.  Is  there  any  further  statement  which  you  wish  to  make  ?— There  is  a shtc 

ment,  chiefly  to  the  purpose  that  the  work,  the  Select  Bolls,  was  prepared 
similar  circumstances  to  the  Chancellors’  Boll,  that  I lent  assistance  to  the  editor  ia 
the  discharge  of  that  duty ; and  though  I allowed  my  name  to  appear  in  the  title  pace 
I did  not  intend  to  take  the  responsibility  of  the  work,  and  I thought  I had  mid 
myself  against  that  by  the  passage  in  the  preface.  The  Committee  must  be  aware 
that  my  connexion  with  Mr.  Devon’s  books  was  a very  different  thinv  from  nre- 
panng  a work  ofmy  own  There  is  another  matter  of  considerable  Lportafflh 
the  obliteration  of  the  title  Sub-Commissioner,  taken  upon  himself  by  Mr  Cole 
It  is  stated  in  evidence  before  this  Committee,  that  it  was  struck  out  from  a Beport 
either  by  Mr.  Hunter  or  Mr.  Cooper;  this  also  places  me  in  a very  invidious 
position.  I had  stated  m the  most  explicit  manner  that  could  be  to  the  gentleman 
Ih°  If6 Af* 'eTlde.nc?’  that  1 .had [nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  striking  out 
the  title  Sub-Commissioner ; that  I did  not  strike  it  out,  and  that  I was  no  party 
to  it  whatever.  1 J 

3346-  The  Chairman.]  Who  did  it  ?— It  was  done  by  Mr.  Cooper  himself;  there- 
Zl’i  u’ “ J?.r-1ProPier?®  18  present,  it  might  be  proper  to  ask  him  a question, 
whether  he  still  thinks  that  Mr.  Hunter  had  any  thing  to  do  with  striking  out  the 
title  bub-Commissioner  ? ° 

3°!"'  kn°w  any  thing  of  the  title  of  Sub-Commissioner  being  scratched 
out  ot  Mr.  Cole  s manuscript  in  pencil  ? — Yes. 

3348.  Who  scratched  it  out? — Mr.  Cooper. 

?49’  1?bbed  0ut  tte  P^cil-marks?— I rubbed  out  the  pencil-marks, 
ti  S°'  y „ you  rub  out  tbe  pencil-marks ; if  it  was  not  to  stand,  would  not 
that  have  the  effect  of  misleading  Mr.  Cole?— Not  at  all,  I conceive.  There  is- 
.n°  et  P°m  - Mr.  Protheroe  states  in  his  evidence,  that  the  expression  I used, 

111  a letter  to  Mr.  Cole,  he  thinks,  was  calculated  to  mislead  him.  The  circum- 
stances were  these : Mr.  Cole  claimed  some  kind  of  right  to  determine  what  por- 
tions of  the  Reports  which  he  had  furnished  to  the  Commission  should  be  printed ; 
these  were  not  of  the  same  nature  as  the  Beturns,  which  were  mere  gratuitous 
statements ; they  were  Eeports,  and  the  Bepor-ts  that  Mr.  Cole  presented  were  large 
mud  entitled  to  remuneration,  but  being  in  the  possession  of  the  board,  it  was  for 
the  board  to  determine  what  parts  they  would  print  in  the  General  Beport  to  His 
Majesty.  I therefore  wrote  to  Mr.  Cole  these  words,  “ What  portions  of  such 
papers  as  those  which  you  have  furnished  to  the  Commission  they  may  think  proper 
to  print  in  their  Beport,  it  is  for  the  Commission  itself  to  determine.”  I think  that 

there 
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Edward  Protheroe,  Junior,  Esq.,  further  Examined. 

0352.  HAVING  heard  the  statement  of  Mr.  Hunter,  have  you  any  explanation  E. Protheroe,  Jun. 
t0  gfVe?_- 1 beg  leave  to  state  that  I entirely  acquit  the  reverend  gentleman  of  any  Esq‘ 

intention,  after  his  explanation,  of  misleading  Mr.  Cole ; indeed  I did  not  impute 
such  an  intention  to  Mr.  Hunter.  At  the  same  time  I am  bound  to  assure  the 
Committee,  that  the  language  that  Mr.  Hunter  has  correctly  reported  as  used  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Cole  did  mislead  me ; and  that  when  I saw  Mr.  Hunter’s  note  to 
Mr.  Cole,  in  which  he  stated  that  it  was  for  the  Commission  to  determine  what 
parts  they  (I  call  particular  attention  to  Mr.  Hunter’s  use  of  the  plural  number) 
should  choose  to  have  published  of  those  reports,  I entertained  so  strong  a conviction 
that  Mr.  Hunter  thought  that  those  Reports  would  be  produced  at  the  board,  that 
I stated  to  Mr.  Cole,  “ You  need  be  under  no  anxiety  about  your  suspicions  as  to 
half-obliterated  pencil-marks.  Whatever  omissions  are  made  in  your  Report,  we 
must,  according  to  Mr.  Hunter’s  statement,  have  the  Reports  before  us ; and  when 
yours  comes  before  us,  it  will  be  my  care  to  see  that  no  omissions  are  made  in 
those  Reports,  without  a due  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  such  omissions.” 

I so  strongly  felt  this  to  be  a correct  interpretation  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  language 
to  Mr.  Cole,  that  when  I discovered  it  was  not  consistent  with  Mr.  Hunter’s 
statement  in  a letter  of  his  to  me,  relative  to  the  same  transaction,  I stated  to 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  I have  the  letters  by  me  still,  that  I could  not  reconcile  his 
statement  in  the  letter  to  me  with  his  statement  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Cole ; 
there  appeared  to  me  a great  and  irreconcileable  discrepancy  between  them : 

Mr.  Hunter  stated  in  reply,  that  he  saw  no  discrepancy,  and  he  gave  to  me  that 
explanation  he  has  now  submitted  to  the  Committee.  In  addition,  I can  only  repeat 
my  statement,  that  I did  think,  and  that  I do  still  think,  without  an  explanation  of 
the.  view  that  Mr.  Hunter  took,  the  words  were  decidedly  adapted  to  mislead 
Mr.  Cole,  and  they  did  mislead  me,  a commissioner,  as  is  shown  by  my  conduct 
at  the  time.  Mi'.  Hunter  explained,  in  his  letter  to  me,  that  by  using  the  word 
Commission  he  meant  himself,  to  whom  the  arrangement  of  the  Return  and 
Reports,  which  were  to  be  included  in  the  Appendix,  was  delegated,  an  explana- 
tion as  well  meaning,  which  I considered  most  extraordinary. 

3353.  Did  you  suppose,  in  the  preparation  of  this  Appendix,  the  several  portions 
as  prepared  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  board,  and  the  particular  expressions  of  those 
Reports  were  actually  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  who  were  to 
decide  upon  the  printing  of  them  or  not  ? — Certainly,  from  the  note  addressed  by 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Cole,  I did  conceive  such  was  the  course  Mr.  Hunter  believed 
would  be  pursued ; but  I do  not  pretend  at  this  moment  to  lay  down  or  to  express 
a positive  opinion  on  the  system  which  should  be  pursued  in  the  formation  of  our 
General  Report  and  its  Appendix ; in  my  former  evidence  I have  fully  expressed  my 
general  dissatisfaction  with  reference  to  this  matter ; unquestionably  I did  conclude 
at  the  time  referred  to,  that  the  writer  of  the  note  to  Mr.  Cole  meant  to  show 
Mr.  Cole  that  the  board,  and  not  he  alone,  or  the  secretary,  was  to  be  the  final  judge 
of  what  should  form  a part  of  the  Appendix.  There  was  no  question  about  par- 
ticular expressions,  as  I understood  the  point  in  dispute.  The  word  or  title,  Sub- 
Commissioner,  a point  of  vital  importance,  is  not  I suppose  considered  a mere 
expression. 


nothin  o'  in  that  that  could  mislead  ; it  cotdd  not  be  supposed  that  any 
Sno-  ouestion  which  might  have  arisen  between  Mr.  Cole  and  myself  respecting 
a t should  be  printed  of  these  Beports  should  be  referred  to  the  board.  At  any 
f T will  state  this,  I did  not  intend  that  any  thing  should  be  misunderstood, 
T lid  not  intend  to  write  any  thing  that  could  mislead ; it  was  Mr.  Cooper  and 
self  that  were  to  determine  what  was  to  be  inserted,  as  the  board  had  referred 
ftto  me,  though  in  all  cases  of  any  difficulty  I asked  the  advice  and  assistance  of 

the  Secietmy  ^ ^ further  statement  to  make?— I believe  there  are  other 
things  that  I did  intend  to  state  to  the  Committee. 


c-33- 
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Veneris , 6°  die  Mali,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Dr.  Bowring. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn. 


Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Mr.  Hawes. 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Reverend  J oseph  Hunter,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

Rev  Joseph  Hunter.  . 3354-  Chairman .]  HAVE  you  any  statement  to  make  with  respect  to  the  sub- 
- jects  on  which  you  were  examined  upon  a former  day  ? — Yes.  I was  asked  one  or 

6 May  1 836.  two  questions  to  which  I could  not  give  explicit  answers.  I was  asked  when  anv 

inquiry  was  made  of  me  respecting  the  plan  and  execution  of  Mr.  Cole’s  specimen 
of  the  catalogue ; I was  not  able  to  give  a precise  answer.  I have  since  referred 
to  my  papers,  and  I find  it  was  some  time  in  the  month  of  September  • the 
specimen,  however.,  was  not  sent  to  me  at  that  time;  it  had  been  many  months 
m my  possession,  from,  I think,  the  month  of  March.  When  I first  saw  it 
I perceived  what  I apprehended  to  be  defects,  both  in  the  plan  and  execution! 
On  an  interview  which  I had  with  Mr.  Cole  in  the  month  of  May,  upon  somethin? 
respecting  the  Red  Book,  I stated  to  himself  that  I thought  a chronological  plan 
was  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  afforded  no  proper  place  for  such  a book  as 
that  we  were  speaking  of,  or  for  many  others  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  col- 
lection. I remember  also  expressing  to  him  that  a chronological  plan  must 
necessarily  lead  him  to  much  repetition ; and  I also  recollect  that  I stated  to  him  the 
objection  that  I have  always  strongly  felt  to  the  introduction  in  commission  pub- 
lications of  matters  already  in  print.  I might  also  descend  to  mention  some 
particular  objections.  I am  sure  that  this  conversation  must  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  gentleman,  who  is  now  present ; and  it  may  possibly  have  been  in 
consequence  of  this  conversation  that  the  article  on  the  Liber  Niger  was  withdrawn, 
as  I found  for  the  first  time  on  Wednesday  last  was  the  case.  I thought  no  more 
of  the  subject ; I neither  knew  nor  inquired  whether  the  work  was  proceeding. 
I think  it  is  possible  it  may  have  been  mentioned  to  me  by  Mr.  Cole  himself  that 
the  work  was  going  on,  though  my  impression  is  that  it  was  not,  nor  is' it 
material.  In  the  month,  of  September,  however,  my  attention  was  again  drawn 
to  it  in  a conversation  with  the  secretary,  in  which  he  asked  me  what  I thought 
of  the  plan  and  execution;  I stated  generally,  along  with  approbation,  some- 
thing like  what  I had  stated  before  to  Mr.  Cole.  He  desired  me  to  put  the 
objections  to  the  plan  and  the  execution  into  some  form,  and  I then  collected 
together  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  objections  to  the  plan,  and  what  appeared  to 
me  to  be  defects  in  the  execution.  The  whole  transaction  must  evidently  appear 
to  the  Committee  to  have  been  one  of  official  confidence.  I was  asked  by  the 
Honourable  Chairman  what  other  plan  I would  recommend ; I could  not  answer 
such  a question  on  the  instant. 

3355-  My  question  was,  what  other  plan  of  arrangement  is  there  that  is  not 
liable  to  somewhat  similar  objections;  for  instance,  if  your  arrangement  had 
been  topographical,  I meant  to  ask  whether  you  would  not  there  have  to  make 
the  same  repetitions,  and  have  to  place  under  one  county  or  district  a document 
that  belonged  to  several ; but  your  answer  to  me  at  the  time,  though  I might  if 
I had  entered  into  the  matter  have  made  other  inquiries,  was  satisfactory,  because 
you  stated  you  would  have  formed  an  artificial  arrangement  that  would  not  be 
liable  to  those  objections  ? — As  to  some  of  the  records,  I would  have  an  artificial 
arrangement,  as  some  of  them  cannot  be  made  subject  to  any  other ; but  there 
aie  other  records  that  ought  not  to  be  artificially  arranged,  but  upon  some 
system  or  other.  If  I were  to  spend  two  or  three  days  among  these  records, 
1 ha.ve  no  doubt  I could  come  to  some  determination  respecting  a plan.  Generally, 
1 will  now  say  that  a plan  by  which  the  records  are  thrown  into  classes  appears 
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. than  one  in  which  the  classes  are  intermingled ; the  cause  of  the  Rev^i^- 

^oxhnhy  of  each  roll  or  book  in  the  catalogue  being  the  single  circumstance  of  6 May  1836. 

^5“Do^«noTtaowthat  it  was  Mr.  Cole’s  intention  to  do  that  at  the  end 
of  the  catalogue  ?— -No,  1 <J<>  not  y0u  ?_ I have  not  a recollection  of  it 

335.7-  E - f is  cSle  “to  my  recollection,  I think  I do  remember  in  the 
report  ^tot’ Mr.  Cole  presented  there  was  something  said  about  a second 
^ongement.  „ ^ ^ of  the  catalogTO  in  chronological 

SSk  there  was  no  occasion  to  have  what  seems  like  a double  catabgue.  The 

improved  rtate”  in  justice,  I say,  to  Mr.  Cole,  I take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
publicly  stating  that!  though  I think  he  would,  on  consideration  be  -“f  j^the  ' 
change  in  some  respects  the  plan,  and  to ' expunge  or  alter  some  things  in  the 
Dart  ^already  printed,  yet  that  I by  no  means  intend  to  pass  any  sweeping  con- 
Cnaton  ”his  work ; on  the  contrary,  I desire  to  express  my  humble  approval 
of  much  that  I see  there,  and  I have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  the  subsequent  parts 
of  the  catalogue  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the  parts  that  were  submitted  to 
me  I do  not,  however,  shrink  from  anything  I have-  said  respecting  them.  I 
should  have  been  extremely  sorry  to  have  seen  any  commission  publication  go 
forth  with  errors  of  the  kind  of  those  to  which  I have  been  forced  to  draw  your 
attention.  Mine  was  an  ungracious  and  disagreeable  duty,  but  if  any  good 
arises  from  the  performance  of  it,  I shall  not  have  much  reason  to  regret  that  I 
discharged  it. 

John  Hodgson,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3359.  Chairman .]  YOU  were  lately  Member  for  Newcastle-upon-Tyne?—  M„  Hoigsm, Es< 

Yes. ' — ““ 

q"q6o.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  search  any  of  the  record  offices  for  documents 
connected  with  property  belonging  to  you  ?— I have  had  occasion,  either  per- 
sonally or  through  my  solicitor,  to  search  in  most  of  the  principal  record  offices, 
having  been  unlucky  enough  to  be  concerned  in  two  tithe  suits,  m one  ol  them 
as  proprietor  of  the  tithes,  and  the  other  as  proprietor  of  the  land. 

qq6i.  Did  you  find  the  requisite  facilities  for  your  searches?— In  most  ol  the 
record  offices  I found  no  difficulty,  by  giving  an  unlimited  commission  to  the 
keeper  of  the  records  to  make  the  searches  for  me ; the  only  one  where  1 found 
anyp  ractical  difficulty  was  in  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

3362.  When  you  speak  of  this  unlimited  commission,  you  mean  you  were 
compelled  to  incur  the  expenses  of  a most  extensive  search  ? There  was  a dis- 
cretion committed  to  the  persons  employed  to  search  to  find  out  anything  that 

might  make  for  my  case.  t>  n > m i:  mi 

3363.  What  were  the  difficulties  you  experienced  m the  Rolls  Chapel?— 1 lie 
difficulties  were  from  the  defective1  state  of  the  calendar  ; the  rolls  I had  occasion 
to  search  at  the  Rolls’  Chapel  were  the  Patent  and  Close  Rolls ; of  each  of  those 
there  are  good  calendars  under  the  names  of  the  grantees  to  each  annual  ro  , 
there  are  also  to  the  Patent  Rolls,  I believe,  a very  perfect  general  calendar,  which 
is  the  private  property  of  the  persons  in  the  office.  By  consenting  to  the  paying 
a considerable  fee,  I obtained  the  necessary  information  from  the  Patent  Koiis, 
but  after  searching  the  private  calendar  of  the  Close  Rolls,  I did  not  get  the  infor- 
mation I expected.  This  search  was  conducted  by  my  solicitor.  On  reference 
to  the  Report  of  the  first  Record  Commission,  I found  that  the  private  calendar 
to  the  Close  Rolls  was  not  there  described  as  perfect,  though  the  clerks  111  the 
Rolls’  Chapel  had  not  stated  to  my  solicitor  that  it  was  other  than  a pertect 

0.33.  oo3  calendar. 
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John  Hodgson,  Esq.  calendar.  In  consequence  of  being  in  London  myself,  and  knowing-  th 

of  the  grantee,  I commenced  searching  from  the  earliest  period  that  tl 6 nanie 
could  have  been  made  till  I found  the  document  I wanted,  and  whi  b PaDt 
succeed  in  finding;  that  document  not  having  been  found  after  my  haU  * ® 
for  the  inspection  of  what  was  represented  to  be  a complete  index  of 
Rolls.  Lu-  Uose 

Y 3364-  That  document  was  there,  but  the  calendar  gave  you  no  information  > 

3365-  The  Right  Honourable  Charles  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  You  1 
under  the  name  of  the  grantee  to  whom  it  was  afterwards  granted  v ° i 
annual  calendar  was  correct ; it  was  there,  under  the  name  of  the  er,™  JTi  T 
was  not  in  the  general  office  calendar.  - e>  but  it 

3366.  Chairman .]  If  the  calendar  had  been  complete,  you  would  hav.  1 
saved  considerable  trouble  and  expense  ?— I should  have  been  saved  consM.  i? 
trouble,  and  possibly  the  expense  of  having  to  amend  my  bill  in  the  tithe  • 
because  the  defence  set  up  was  this,  that  parcels  of  the  tithes  had  been  s..811*,’ 
from  the  rectory  subsequent  to  their  original  grant,  and  it  was  my  obiect 
the  rectory  through  the  hands  of  all  the  parties  through  whom  it  passed  anrl^6 
case  was  not  complete  without  this  document,  which  was  a conveyance  frl  S' 

1 grantee  fr°m  ‘he  Crown  t0  the  Par‘y  from  whose  family  I could  deduce 

3367.  You  were  the  plaintiff  in  this  case? — Yes,  as  lay  rector. 

3368.  It  would  appear  from  this  that  the  success  of  your  suit  depended  1™ 
withou°Citment  y°U  dls00Tered?— % suit>  1 apprehend,  could  not  be  succesS 

3369-  In  order  to  avail  yourself  of  your  discovery  you  were  compelled  t„ 
amend  your  bill  ? — Yes.  F 10 

3370.  If  you  had  not  made  a second  inquiry,  the  first  having  been  unsuccessful 
and  you  had  given  it  up  in  despair,  you  would  have  lost  your  suit?— Yes  I 
should,  and  I was  absolutely  advised  by  my  counsel  to  give  up  the  suit  in  con- 
sequence of  not  being  able  to  find  the  document  to  connect  the  property. 

3371-  Independent  of  the  defects  in  the  calendar,  do  you  not  think  it  important 
the  public  should  have  more  ready  access  and  cheaper  access  to  those  documentst- 
1 think  it  of  the  greatest  importance;  I think  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  the  Record 
Commission  could  confer  upon  the  public  would  be  the  purchase  and  completion 
of  the  calendar  to  the  documents  in  the  Rolls’  Chapel ; for  though  of  less  anti- 
quanan  curiosity,  they  are  infinitely  greater  in  practical  and  every-day  use,  for 
in  the  Close  Rolls  especially  are  entered  almost  all  the  principal  bargains  and 
sales  between  parties;  at  any  rate,  from  my  own  knowledge  I can  state,  from  the 
date  of  the  Reformation  down  to  a late  period  ; and  those  have  been  ver?  little 
used,  from  the  want  of  accurate  calendars. 

3372-  And  is,  I suppose,  also  from  the  expense  attending  it  ?— Yes,  from  the 

expense.  ° 

3 373 . Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  amount  of  the  expense  you  were  ei- 
Pose, . *? ' Aam  not  able  to  state  the  amount  of  the  searches,  and  some  of  those 
would  Have  been  requisite  at  any  rate,  whether  I found  this  document  or  not; 

, fxPense  1 was  Put  t0  in  having  to  amend  my  bill  was  between  400 1 
and  500  /.  J 

3374*  You  gained  your  cause  ? — No  ; the  cause  is  still  in  suspense. 

33  75-  Un  whom  will  the  costs  of  those  searches  ultimately  fall  if  you  succeed? 
n myself ; because  I was  allowed  to  amend  my  bill  on  the  payment  of  costs, 
and  under  no  circumstances  can  I recover  any  part  of  those. 

337b-  Have  you  had  occasion  to  consult  the  record  repositories  for  any 
literary  purposes  ?— Yes ; I have  frequently  done  so,  and  should  have  done  so 
o a much  greater  extent,  except  for  the  reason  that  I found  the  expense  very 
consi  eia  e merely  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  curiosity.  I may  mention 
that  m the  Tower  I think  I never  had  occasion  to  apply  for  a document  but 
once : that  was  a very  short  thing,  and  I did  not  make  any  mention  that  it  was 
for  literary  purposes,  and  they  made  me  the  usual  charge  ; but  I had  a message 
from  the  keeper  of  the  records  there,  that  if  it  was  for  literary  purposes  it  should 
be  returned,  but  I never  met  with  a similar  instance. 

3377-  ava  y°u  consulted  the  records  in  other  offices  for  that  purpose  ?— Yes, 
parfof  the'fees  ^ ^°  S ^haPel}  but  there  I found  no  disposition  to  give  up  any 

3378.  The 
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„ ti,„  ni<rht  Honourable  Charles  W.  Williams  Wynn$  You  stated  it  John  Bodgsc„,EH. 

3 fn,  literary  purposes  ?-Yes  ; I had  a copy  made  of  the  Parliamentary  Eccle-  — — 

^Ucal  Sumy  in  Oliver  Cromwell’s  time  ; 1 stated  it  was  for  literary  purposes, 

but  the  usual  fee  was  chai  ged.  , . y 

chairman]  In  this  case  you  wanted  a copy  ?— Yes. 
f£0\  DM  you  have  a copy  of  the  whole  ?-No ; they  made  a copy  of  the  part 
,3L  ’ +n  the  countv  of  Northumberland. 

The  Right  Honourable  Charles  W.  Williams  iWynn.-]  What  was  the 
charge  for  it?— I cannot  state  the  charge  per  folio  ; it  amounted  to  5 Z.  or  6 l. 

Chairman.]  Did  you  pay  the  fees  upon  the  inspection  of  it  ?— Yes. 

3383.  There  was  no  abatement  made  of  those  fees  when  you  stated  it  was  for 

U‘S  PliTnot  y^mopinion  that  a larger  proportion  of  the  funds  of  the  Record 
Commission  should  be  devoted  to  the  arrangement  and  making  calendars  than  is 
ai  mesent  applied  to  that  purpose  ?-Yes ; I am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  won  d 
be  a ereat  advantage  to  the  public  if  a larger  portion  was-  devoted  to  that  object , 
but  at  the  same  time  I would  guard  myself,  in  so  stating,  from  wishing  to  dis- 
Lage  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  which  I consider,  with  one  or 
L exceptions  (I  speak  of  the  publications  of  the  present  Commission)  as  ex- 
tremely valuable  ; I should  say  all  the  publications  of  the  present  Record  Com- 
mission that  consist  of  records,  and  not  including  the  Introduction  to  Doomsday 
Book,  and  the  Essay  on  the  King’s  Council,  are  extremely  valuable. 

tcSS  Do  you  not  think  that,  even  for  literary  purposes,  the  first  object  is  the 
good  arrangement  and  indexing  of  the  records ?-Yes,  I do  think  so;  at  the 
same  time  ! think  if  the  fund  was  equally  divided,  there  would  be  no  injury- 
done  to  the  public,  and  many  persons  are  interested  in  important  records  that 
have  no  means  of  consulting  manuscripts ; but  if  those  calendars  were  purchased 
fertile  public,  it  would  materially  facilitate  the  consulting  of  them  if  copies  were 
deposited  in  the  British  Museum,  as  in  the  cases  of  the  calendars  ot  the 
“ Originalia,”  which  I have  found  of  great  service,  because  they  are  not  merely 
of  use  as  calendars  of  those  records,  but  in  a great  degree  of  the  Patent  Rolls  also, 
the  same  grants  entered  in  the  Patent  Rolls  being  entered  in  the  “ Ongmalia. 

3386.  Do  you  not  think  if  literary  men  had,  through  a good  arrangement 
and  good  calendars,  and  small  fees,  perfect  access  to  the  records,  that  a great 
deal  would  be  done  by  them  in  making  selections  from  them  that  might  save 
the  expense  of  printing  old  works  not  of  general  interest  ? — I have  very  little 
doubt  if  literary  men  had  access  to  them  themselves,  if  there  were  copies  in  the 
British  Museum  that  they  could  transcribe,  that  very  great  portions  of  the 
records  would  be  published,  not  as  wholes,  but  in  county  histories,  and  by  pro- 
vincial antiquarian  societies,  as  records  coming  within  the  scope  of  those  works 
or  those  bodies. 


Henry  Petrie , Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

3387.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records  in  the  Tower?  Henry  Petrie,  Esq. 

I am  keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records  in  the  Tower.  — ““ 

3388.  I believe  you  have  long  been  engaged  in  researches  among  records. 

Yes;  amongst  the  records  and  historical  muniments  of  every  kind. 

3389.  In  the  returns  of  the  Record  Board  your  name  is  mentioned  as  a sub- 
commissioner for  editing  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain?  I have  been 
principal  sub-commissioner  for  that  task  since  May  in  the  year  1823. 

3390.  Have  you  got  the  plan  upon  which  that  publication  was  undertaken?  I do 
not  think  I have  got  the  plan  by  me  here,  but  it  has  been  printed,  I rather  think,  by 
the  secretary.  There  were  what  may  be  called  two  preparatory  plans,  and  a third 
that  was  approved  by  the  commissioners.  The  first  was  called  an  “ outline,”  the 
second,  called  “ a sketch  of  a plan,”  was  a considerable  enlargement  of  this, 
with  illustrations  of  the  mode  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  proceed ; and  the  plan 
was  finally  formed  by  condensing  the  second  or  “ sketch,”  leaving  out,  as  no 
longer  necessary,  the  illustrations. 

3391.  When  did  you  commence  this  work?— If  I am  to  undei-stand  the 
question  as  relating  to  the  time  of  passing  the  minute  of  the  board,  I began  it 
immediately. 

3392.  But  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  in  1823  ? 1822. 

o 0 4 3393-  Did 
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demy  Petrie,  Esq.  3393.  Did  you  commence  your  work  immediately? — I had  no 
— “ — commence  it  on  the  passing  of  the  vote  ; but  I had  been  at  work  upon  to 

ay  1 3 ' years  previously  on  my  own  account.  I began  after  the  minute  of  Mav 

the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  in  1822.  In  May  1823  the  1 1823  ’ 
agreed  upon,  and  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  the  RecmVr Was 
missioners.  1U 

3394.  Since  that  period  have  you  been  employed  upon  the  work  ?— Consta  ti 

I may  say  unremittingly,  except  when  my  official  duties  required  me  elsew)  ^ 
and  except  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  when  my  health  has  been  in  a ’ 
precarious  condition.  d Very 

3395.  What  progress  have  you  made  in  the,  work?— Two  volumes  were 

to  press  in  the  year  1830;  one  of  which  was  to  be  divided  into  two  V 
and  to  contain  the  Welsh  laws  and  the  Saxon  laws,  and  the  other  to  coire 
histones  or  chronicles ; and  this  volume  has  been  carried  on  at  press  to  ! , 
1,000  pages.  * 

3396.  Is  the  first  volume  published  ?— No,  that  is  the  first  volume 

3397.  Is  the  volume  of  the  Saxon  and  Welsh  laws  published  ?— No. 

3398.  What  is  the  reason' for  those  works  having  been  so  long  prepared 

not  published?— The  first  intention  was,  that  the  whole  materials  for  die  oeS 
reaching  to  the  Conquest,  being-  the  first  period  agreed  upon,  and  which  would 
probably  make  five  folio  volumes,  should  be  prepared  and  ready  for  the 
before  any  portion  of  them  should  be  put  to  press : but  at  last  we  found  it  1 1J 
be  advisable  not  to  wait  for  that  time,  but,  as  the  whole  of  the  materials  althou* 
not  ready  lor  the  press,  were  in  a greater  or  lesser  degree  of  forwardness,  that® 
should  go  to  press  with  a volume  of  histories  or  chronicles,  and  another  of  laws  ■ 
and  that  took  place  in  1830.  ’ 

3399-  It  being  five  years  ago  that  it  went  to  press,  how  is  it  that  it  is  not  now 
published?— Owing  to  the  state  of  my  health.  In  the  year  1832  my  operations 
began  to  be  retarded  by  ill  health.  1 had  a tedious  fit  of  sickness  in  the  spring- 
ot  that  year,  and  another  nearly  of  the  same  kind  in  the  spring  of  1833.  In  the 
autumn  of  1 833  I was  attacked  by  a very  severe  nervous  disorder  in  the  head 
under  which  I am  still  labouring,  that  for  a long  time  rendered  me  in  a great 
degree  incapable  of  attending  to  the  work  before  me:  since  that  time  I have 
been  gradually  becoming  more  and  more  capable  of  work,  and  when  I could 
work  1 have  done  so.  ' 

, 3i00-  W;.l‘  y?u  state  what  passed  between  you  and  the  board  upon  the  subject 
of  these  collections,  from  the  first  period  ?— My  first  appointment  was  with  au 
understanding,  founded  on  a paper  which  I put  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary, 
and  which  was  read  to  the  commissioners,  that  I was  to  be  principal  sub-corn- 
missioner  for  carrying  on  the  work,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conybeare  and  the 
ttev.  Mr.  bharpe  were  also  to  be  sub-commissioners;  that  we  all  declined  receiv- 
ing any  remuneration  for  our  labour  until  the  whole  portion  should  be  either 
ready  for  the  press  or  printed,  at  the  option  of  the  Commissioners ; and  that  such 
sums  of  money  should  be  issued  on  account  from  time  to  time  as  would  enable 
me  to  obtain  such  further  assistance  as  might  seem  requisite,  and  as  the  funds 
apportioned  for  the  work  would  allow : and  upon  this  principle  we  have  proceeded, 
borne  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Conybeare’s  avocations  not  allowing  him  to  take  part 
b beCame  necess“'y  to  eI>g'aSe  Mr.  Price  for  the- Saxon  department, 
and  Mr  Parry  was  engaged  for  the  Welsh ; and  on  his  death,  shortly  afterwards, 
that  portion  of  the  work  was  committed  to  Mr.  A.  Owen. 

3401-.  Will  you  state,  since  your  illness,  what  has  passed  between  you  and  the 
Record  Board?— During  what  period?  1 

3402.  Were  any  applications  made  to  you  by  the  board  respecting  the  pro- 

gress  ot  the  work  ? I made  an  annual  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work,  and 
ol  the  expense  incurred.  1 

3403.  What  was  done  in  consequence  of  any  of  those  reports?— Up  to  a late 
period  nothing-  was  done,  as  far  as  I know:  I do  not  rightly  understand  the 
scope  of  the  question,  and  cannot  very  well  frame  my  answlr. 

3404.  We  have  been  told  that  the  work  has  been  suspended?— Yes,  it  has. 
completed  COnse1uenoe  of  wllat  I understand  in  consequence  of  its  not  being 

«i  3t°6’  y°,u  sta?.  wlly„:!t  was  suspended;  what  passed  between  you  and 
the  board  upon  the  subject  of  the  suspension  ?— In  January  1834,  during  the 
" orst  ot  my  illness,  I received  a letter  from  the  secretary,  desiring  to  know  when 
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volume  was  likely  to  be  completed ; and'  my  answer  was,  that  my  health  Henry  Petrie,  Esq. 

t ie  1 „ jn  SUeh  a state  as  not  to  allow  me  to  form  a conjecture  as  to  the  time  

"f-ts  completion.  I do  not  find  any  other  memorandum  at  that  period  which  6 May  1836. 

1 a tendency  to  explain  the  suspension  of  the  work.  The  next  circumstance 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  notice  is,  that  early  m 1835  I received  a 
letter  from  the  secretary,  stating  that  1 should  be  required  to  attend  the  com- 
missioners on  the  11th  of  April,  in  order  to  explain  why  the  first  volume  had 
not  "appeared.  On  the  11th  of  April  I attended  the  board,  having  previously 
sent  in  my  usual  annual  report,  and  stated  the  cause  of  my  not  completing  the 
volume  was  that  my  health  had  been  such  as  to  prevent  my  making  any  rapid 
progress ; but  they  would  perceive  from  the  report  that  I had  been  making  pro- 
o-refs,  though  not  rapidly.  It  was  then  suggested  by  the  chairman, that  I should 
show'a  part  of  the  materials  in  preparation  for  the  completion  of  the  volume, 
which  1 had  described  to  the  board,  to  some  friend  who  was  a member  of  it ; 
and  in  consequence  of  this  suggestion,  a few  days  afterwards,  I did  show  them 
to  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  and  fully  explained  to  him  the  state  in  which  they 
then  were.  From  the  time  of  my  conference  with  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  I 
heard  nothing  of  the  board  till  the  month  of  June,  when  the  secretary  wrote  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Sharpe,  my  brother-in-law  and  co-editor,  requesting  him  to  urge 
me  to  complete  the  volume  forthwith,  or  the  board  would  be  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  the  work  out  of  my  hands.  I am  at  liberty  to  say  that  in  consequence 
of  that  letter  I called  upon  Mr.  W.  W.  Wynn,  a member  of  the  commission,  for, 
as  the  letter  contained  a threat,  I could  not  notice  it  publicly  to  the  board, 
except  by  sending  in  my  resignation,  and  I explained  to  him  what  my  feelings 
were  on  the  subject.  I admitted  at  once  that  I had  gone  on  much  slower  than  I 
had  hopecj  for,  but  still  that  I had  gone  on  as  fast  as  I could,  and  that  no  inter- 
mission of  my  labours  had  recently  or  ever  taken  place  when  I was  able  to  work. 

From  that  time  I heard  no  more  about  it  till  the  7th  of  September,  when  I re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  secretary,  stating  that  the  commissioners  having  resolved 
upon  taking  the  work  out  of  my  hands,  I was  required  to  deliver  up  all  tran- 
scripts, books  and  papers,  and  so  forth.  On  the  1 5th  I acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  letter,  and  asked  for  copies  of  any  minutes  of  the  board  which  might  have 
reference  to  the  subject  of  his  communication.  In  answer  to  this,  I received 
another  letter  from  the  secretary,  dated  the  19th  of  September,  stating  that  he 
was  not  instructed  to  make  any  communication  except  that  already  sent  in  his 
letter  of  the  7th,  which  had  been  passed  at  a board  held  on  the  6th  of  August ; 
and  he  then  repeated  that  order  verbatim  as  it  had  been  passed.  My  next  com- 
munication upon  the  subject  was  a note  from  Mr.  Wynn,  dated  the  31st  of 
March  1836,  stating  that  a sub-committee  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  as  to 
what  remuneration  I claimed  from  the  commissioners,  and  also  to  know  what  my 
determination  was  about  the  transcripts,  &c. ; and  in  consequence  thereof  I 
waited  upon  that  gentleman,  at  his  request,  and  stated  verbally  to  him  what  were 
my  intentions  upon  this  subject ; and  on  the  4th  of  April  I met  the  sub-com- 
mittee, and  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  state  of  the  volume,  and  of  the 
materials  for  its  completion,  I then  stated,  in  answer  to  a question  respecting 
remuneration,  that  I had  engaged  in  the  work  on  the  condition  that  I would 
receive  no  remuneration  until  a portion  of  it  was  done ; that  I went  upon 
a “ quantum  meruit ,”  and  that  I was  not  in  a condition  at  present  to  claim  a 
“ quantum  meruit that  I had  received  certain  sums  of  money  on  account, 
and  had  expended  them  for  transcripts  and  a variety  of  other  matters ; that  my 
account  was  an  open  one  with  the  board,  and  that  when  my  volume  was  pub- 
lished, although  my  engagement  was  for  the  whole  period,  I was  willing  to  close 
it ; and  that  when  I had  so  done,  I should  know  what  I had  to  do  with  regard  to 
the  transcripts  or  other  materials.  On  the  22d  of  April  following  (1836)  I re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  secretary,  repeating  the  demand  of  transcripts,  &c.,  and 
offering  me  a “ quantum  meruit ” for  labour,  &c.,  for  the  unfinished  volume,  and 
enclosing  copies  of  a statement  of  facts  made,  by  order  of  the  board,  to  the  Treasury, 
on  the  17th  of  August  1835,  and  of  Mr.  Baring’s  letter  in  consequence  thereof, 
dated  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month.  On  the  26th  of  April  I acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  this  letter  and  its  enclosures.  That  is  the  state  in  which  I am  with 
respect  to  the  work  at  this  moment. 

3407.  Have  you  given  up  the  materials  or  transcripts  ? — No. 

3408.  Mr.  Hawes .]  Did  all  those  letters  purport  to  be  written  by  direction  of 
the  board? — I conceived  so. 

°-33*  p p 3409.  In 
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Henry  Petrie,  Esq. 
6 May  1836. 


3409.  In  terms? — Yes:  upon  a verbal  inquiry  of  the  secretary  ah 
minute  or  order  of  the  board  with  respect  to  the  communication  I receive?  o' 
tember  the  7 th,  he  told  me  verbally  there  had  been  no  minute  upon  the  bp' 
but  it  is  hardly  right,  perhaps,  I should  state  this,  but  my  object  went  tn  u'*’ 
any  minute  that  might  relate  to  the  matters  referred  to  in  that  letter.  °°™1 

3410.  Chairman .]  That  was  the  letter  telling  you  the  work  was  susp 


341 1.  He  told  you  there  was  no  minute  authorizing  it? — No  minute  be 
what  he  had  sent  to  me!  I believe  I have  repeated  it  almost  verbatim  • tha?? 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  having  resolved  to  take  the’wo* 
of  your  hands,  you  are  required  to  deliver  up  all  papers,  and  so  forth.  * °tl 

3412.  Did  the  minute  authorize  him  to  apply  to  you  ? — I cannot  fell  that 

3413.  Have  you  received  any  minute  upon  the  subject?— No,  I have  recei 

no  minute  whatever.  It  is  perhaps  better,  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  3 
respect  to  the  letter,  that  I should  produce  it : that  is  my  letter  in  conseaum  Jo? 
the  secretary’s  letter;  and  that  is  his  second  communication,  in  answer  to  1- 
{handing  two  letters  to  the  Chairman ).  ffllne> 

.3414-  He  did,  in  the  second  letter,  send  you  a minute,  authorizing  the  term, 
of  the  first?— Yes;  he  tells  me  now,  for  my  satisfaction,  that  he  gives  it 
tun ; in  fact  it  is  the  same  thing.  g " 

3415-  What  was  this  communication  between  the  Board  and  the  Treasury f v 
It  ls  called  a statement  of  facts  from  the  Board  relating  to  the  work  I W ll 
engaged  upon. 


3416.  What  was  the  answer  of  the  Treasury?— I can  hardly  trust  myself  to 
state  it ; I had  better  put  it  in  : there  is  the  minute  {handing  it  in).  ’ 

3417.  No  allusion  is  here  made  to  the  state  of  your  health?— No. 

34=  8.  How  is  it  this  statement  having  been  made  the  17th  of  August  you 
receive  no  intimation  of  it  till  April?— I cannot  tell.  I know  nothing Ibout if. 
that  is  the  letter  accompanying  the  two  enclosures  ( handing  in  another  letter)  ' 

341 9-  "hat  searches  have  you  made  for  materials  for  this  work?— I have  looked 
1 believe,  at  everything  I could  find. 

3420.  Where  ?— Everywhere  in  this  country;  and  I have  also  been  searching 
m some  parts  of  the  Continent;  at  Paris,  Rouen,  and  the  Netherlands : my  searches 
here  have  only  been  bounded  by  the  want  of  materials  to  examine. 

3421.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  Had  you  for  some  years 
before  this  work  was  directed  to  be  undertaken  devoted  much  time  and  labour  in 
the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  work  ? — I have  been  engaged  in  pursuits  of 
this  sort  between  30  and  40  years. 

3422.  I particularly  mean  with  a view  to  the  publication  of  the  materials  for 
tfte  History  ot  Britain  ?— I cannot  say  that  my  hopes  of  being  able  to  carry  it 
into  effect  were,  during  many  years,  at  all  sanguine ; public  curiosity  with 
respect  to  matters  of  this  sort  had  become  so  rare,  that  there  seemed  little  pros- 
peet  of  its  being  adopted ; but  I still  pursued  it  as  a darling  object,  in  the  hope 

lat  others  might  in  time  think  of  it  as  I did;  and  with  this  feeling,  in’ the 
year  1816  1 put  into  the  hands  of  a few  friends  a sort  of  outline  of  the  plan  I 
proposed  to  pursue.  Before  the  application  was  made  to  Parliament,  without 
noticing  printed  hooks,  I had  examined  perhaps  1,000  MSS.  connected  with 
the  history  of  Britain. 

342_3-  Mr.  Pusey.]  You  found  it  impossible  to  carry  it  into  effect  by  private 
su  scription  ? We  had  conferences  upon  the  subject  as  early  as  the  spring  of 
1818  at  the  late  Earl  Spencer’s.  Besides  Earl  Spencer,  there  were  present  Lord 
Jjrenville,  Lord  Colchester,  Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  W.  W.  Wynn,  Mr.  W.  Elyot,  and 

e leve  one  or  two  more.  These  conferences  were  held  in  consequence  of  my 
Having  placed  m the  hands  of  a few  friends  a paper  nearly  similar  to  that  already 
mentioned : their  result  was  a conviction  that  any  attempt  to  carry  into  effect, 
by  subscription,  a plan  which  embraced  the  publication  of  from  20  to  25  large 
folio  volumes,  and  which,  of  course,  would  require  many  years  for  its  completion, 
would  be  utterly  hopeless.  It  was  therefore  suggested  that  application  should 
be  made  to  Parliament  for  its  adoption,  and  in  case  of  success,  that  it  should  be 
placed  under  the  management  of  the  Record  Commission. 

3424.  Chairman.]  You  state  you  made  researches  in  the  record  offices  in 
this  country,  and  on  the  Continent?— I should  say,  my  Continental  searches 
were  not  so  much  for  matters  of  record ; that  was  a secondary  object:  mv  prin- 
cipal object  was  historical  manuscripts. 

3425.  You 
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2£.  you  made  researches  on  the  Continent? — Yes ; at  Rouen,  Paris,  and  in 
various  libraries  in  the  Low  Countries.  . . . „ 

9426.  In  those  researches,  what  aid  had  you  from  the  commission? — JNone: 
those  searches  were  carried  on  at  my  own  private  expense,  with  the  exception 
of  one  journey  to  Brussels  in  1828,  before  there  was  any  commission,  or  any 
employment  for  that  object. 

9407.  What  communications  have  you  had  with  the  board  as  to  aiding  you 
in  searches  for  materials  for  this  work?— None,  as  to  the  supplying  me  with 
information.  , . 

3428.  Or  putting  you  in  the  way  of  getting  materials? — JNone. 

3429.  Do  you  mean,  as  a commissioner  under  the  board  you  have  had  no 
assistance  in  getting  materials? — I never  asked  for  any:  I was  persuaded  that 
my  own  experience  would  be  my  best  guide ; but  I was  willing,  of  course,  to 
receive  communications. 

3430.  Did  you  receive  any  communications  from  the  board  ? — No : once  or 
twice  I had  a communication  from  the  secretary,  stating  that  such  and  such 
a thing  had  been  sent  to  him,  and  washing  to  know  what  it  was ; but  never 
offering  me  any  assistance  for  my  work. 

3431.  Do  you  not  know  that  collections  have  been  making  for  some  time  .by 
the  secretary  on  the  Continent,  partly  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  you  in  your 
work? — I know  nothing  of  it.  I have  heard  lately  that  such  a thing  has  been 
done ; I suppose  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Foedera. 

3432.  This  aid  that  the  commission  was  preparing  to  give  you  was  kept  a pro- 
found secret  from  you  ? — Entirely  so ; it  is  a secret  to  me  at  this  moment,  except 
that  you  are  telling  me  that  researches  were  going  on  for  that  purpose. 

3433.  There  was  no  co-operation  between  you  and  the  secretary  upon  the 
subject  ? — Never. 

3434.  Did  he  ever  inform  you  that  valuable  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain 
had  turned  up  in  the  foreign  libraries  ? — Once  he  sent  me  a fac-simile  of  a manu- 
script discovered  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,. which  I had  been  very  curious  about; 
and  he  once  sent  me  a small  chronicle  from  Hamburgh,  asking  me  its  value ; but 
never,  in  the  way  you  seem  to  understand  the  matter,  have  I had  communications 
to  assist  me  in  the  progress  of  my  work. 

3435.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  been  preparing  information  respect- 
ing all  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  to  be  found  in  foreign  libraries  ? — 
I do  not  know  it : I have  heard  of  something  of  the  sort ; but  I have  never  seen 
any  of  his  preparations. 

3436.  You  did  not  benefit  at  all  by  them? — I have  never  seen  them.  He  may 
have  found  a great  deal,  either  of  very  valuable  new  matter,  or  of  what  I was 
already  acquainted  with  at  home ; but  of  the  one  or  the  other  I know  nothing. 

3437.  If  he  had  found  in  foreign  libraries  valuable  materials,  would  it  not 
have  been  serviceable  to  communicate  them  to  you  ? — Certainly. 

3438.  How  can  you  account  for  his  not  communicating  them  to  the  person  to 
whom  they  would  be  most  valuable  ? — I cannot  form  a conjecture ; when  I heard 
of  it  it  seemed  to  me  very  strange. 

3439.  Lo  you  know  anything  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Foedera  ? — Only  gene- 
rally ; I know  nothing  of  it  from  having  had  any  part  of  it  placed  before  me. 

3440.  Into  the  Supplement  of  the  Foedera  do  you  think  that  anything  but 
authentic  documents  ought  to  enter? — I take  it  that  nothing  else  could  enter 
into  it  from  its  nature ; but  its  plan  is  somewhat  lax.  In  the  first  volume  are 
a few  excerpts  from  chronicles,  and  some  letters  written  by  Petrus  Blesensis, 
but  with  these  exceptions  I do  not  recollect  anything  which  is  not  either  matter 
of  record  or  derived  from  original  instruments. 

3441.  Do  you  think  that  if  it  was  professed  to  reprint  a better  edition  of 
Froissart,  that  that  would  naturally  form  a part  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Fcedera, 
or  that  it  would  more  properly  form  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  ? — 
Certainly  it  would  enter  into  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  not  the 
Fcedera. 

3442.  Did  you  know  that  the  commissioners  were  undertaking  anything 
about  an  improved  edition  of  Froissart  ? — No ; I have  spent  a good  deal  of  time 
in  examining  the  manuscripts  of  Froissart,  but  I did  not  know  that  the  commis- 
sion had  taken  any  steps  upon  the  subject. 

3443-  Do  you  not  know  that  the  commission  has  printed  a considerable  extract 
rrom  the  better  manuscripts  of  Froissart  ? — No ; there  has  been  a new  edition  of 
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Henry  Petrie,  Esq.  Froissart  printed  within  these  few  years,  in  which  a great  deal  of  new  m « 

— has  been  introduced  ; but  a great  deal  of  that  new  matter  is  to  be  found  in^ 

6 May  1836.  British  Museum,  in  a manuscript  formerly  belonging  to  the  Royal  Society  he 

3444.  Have  you  seen  the  volumes  of  the  Appendix  ? — No. 

3445.  And  you  can  form  no  opinion  of  their  value  ? — It  is  impossible. 

3446.  Do  you  know  there  has  a volume  been  prepared  containing  a colie  f 
of  old  Anglo-Saxon  poems? — No  ; I am  in  entire  ignorance  of  whathiay]  °Q 
been  obtained,  as  well  as  by  what  means  it  may  have  been  obtained,  fro,n  Je 
research,  you  have  been  alluding  to,  except  that  I have  heard  it  said  there  ! 
a considerable  degree  of  research  going  on  upon  the  Continent  in  various  librafi^ 
to  collect  historical  matter ; but  as  to  the  authority  by  'which  it  was  carried  S 
or  the  object  for  which  it  was  immediately  intended,  I know  nothing.  °n’ 

3447.  I was  speaking  of  these  Saxon  poems : one  is  entitled  “ The  Departed 

Soul’s  Address  to  the  Body  ; ” are  you  aware  of  the  utility  of  this  in  an  historical 
point  of  view  ? — Until  I have  read  it  I cannot  say.  The  person  who  is  dvi 
may  be  King  Alfred,  or  some  other  great  person  I am  interested  about ; but  I 
it  is  taken  merely  as  a poem,  the  address  of  the  soul  to  the  body,  I should  say  it 
is  not  historical.  “ 


3448.  You  do  not  think  it  probable  that  a poem  of  this  date  will  turn  out 
to  be  valuable  to  you  ? — It  is  not  very  likely  ; it  is  possible. 

3449.  Should  you  think  it  could  turn  out  to  be  a document  fit  for  4a 
Foedera  ? — No. 

3450.  If  this  poem  has  been  printed  by  the  Record  Commission  it  has  either 
been  printed  as  a portion  of  the  materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain  or  the 
Foedera ; you  say  it  could  not  enter  into  the  last  ? — It  may  be  valuable  for  the 
literary  History  of  Britain. 

345 1 • As  it  could  not  enter  into  the  Foedera,  can  you  account  for  it  not  being 
mentioned  to  you  who  were  charged  with  collecting  the  materials  for  the  History 
of  Britain  ? — No ; I know  nothing  of  the  extent  of  research  or  its  object,  except 
that  lately  I have  heard  in  conversation  something  of  the  sort  was  going  on; 
and  occasionally,  as  I have  already  stated,  the  secretary  has  sent  to  ask 
questions  of  me  regarding  certain  historical  matter,  or  in  one  or  two  instances 
has  communicated  the  titles  of  them  to  me  ; but  never  with  the  least  intimation 
that  he  was  working  in  aid  of  me  or  my  undertaking : it  never  entered  into  my 
mincl  to  speculate  upon  the  possible  course  he  was  pursuing,  because  I knew 
nothing  of  the  transactions  of  the  board  except  by  what  I received  in  the  shape 
of  orders  transmitted  by  the  secretary. 

3452.  In  general,  do  you  think  that  it  is  better  to  print  from  the  originals 
here,  or  from  copies  existing  in  foreign  countries  ?— There  can  be  no  doubt 
about  it ; and  we  record  people  should  call  it  a libel  upon  us  to  speak  of  printing 
from  copies  if  the  originals  were  in  the  Tower. 

3453-  If  you  had  the  original  at  the  Tower  should  you  think  it  wise  to  send 
over  to  Hamburgh  for  a copy  and  print  from  that  ? — I should  think  not.  But 
I should  observe,  that  if  a man  is  engaged  in  making  inquiries  abroad,  it  will 
often  happen  that  much  of  his  labour  will  run  to  waste  ; how  far  that  may  apply 
to  the  cases  you  have  mentioned  I pretend  not  to  say. 

3454-  Should  you  think  it  possible,  with  ordinary  care,  that  40  or  50  pages  of 
this  closely-printed  document  should  have  been  transcribed  and  printed,  which 
should,  turn  out  to  be,  with  hardly  any  exceptions,  copies  of  documents  of  which 
the  originals  existed  in  the  Tower,  and  the  Town  Clerk’s  Office,  in  the  city  of 
London  ? — Had  it  been  my  own  case,  when  I received  transcripts  from  abroad, 
my  endeavour  would  have  been  to  ascertain  whether  the  instruments  were  to  be 
found  here. . In  the  first  instance,  the  transcript  would  be  only  the  means  of 
communicating  what  was  to  be  found  elsewhere ; but  when  I got  that  transcript, 
I should  have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  go  to  those  places  where  I thought 
it  likely  the  originals  might  be  found,  and  verify  them. 

3455-  Did  you  get  at  Brussels  a poem  called  “ De  Bello  Normanico”?-y 
I got  the  poem  called  “ De  Bello  Hustingensi”  there:  it  is  standing  in  type i ^ 
has  not  been  worked  off. 


3456.  Do  you  know  the  utility  of  printing  it  again  in  this  work  ? — I cannot 
tell. 


3457-  Did  you  know  it  was  going  to  be  printed  in  this  work ? — No;  I have 
heard  of  it  lately.  I went  to  Brussels  in  1828  purposely  to  transcribe  that  poem. 
I was  informed  by  Mr.  Pertz,  the  editor  of  the  German  collection,  that  there  was 
\ such 
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a thin°',  and  that  there  was  also  a second  copy  there.  I found  one  copy,  the 
ther  I have’  not  found.  A few  months  since  a gentleman  was  kind  enough  to 
cl  ow  me  a portion  of  a manuscript  recently  discovered  at  Brussels  relating  to  the 
Norman  Conquest,  and  I found  it  was  a fragment  of  the  work  which  I had  tran- 

SC 3458 -G That  poem  is  printed  in  your  work?— It  has  been  standing  in  type  for 
the  last  three  years.  . . 

0405.  Do  you  know  whether  this  is  a print  from  the  same  manuscript  r — 
I cannot  tell ; it  looks  very  like  it;  it  looks  very  like  a print  from  my  print.' 

3460.  Are  these  notes  yours?— No:  that  I should  say  is  my  conjectural 
■emendation,  and  that  also  I should  say,  {'pointing  to  different  parts  of  the  poem,) 
because  in  my  print  I have  followed  the  manuscript  exactly,  and  the  conjectural 
emendations  are  placed  in  the  margin  ; a practice  I have  always  adhered,  to. 

3461.  Are  those  conjectural  emendations  chiefly  yours  ? — As  far  as  I see  at 
present  they  appear  to  be  mine  ; that,  for  example,  is  mine,  and  I should  very 
much  question  whether  the  same  emendation  would  occur  to  two  persons,  because 
it  is  come  at  by  a very  peculiar  process.  In  the  text  it  is  read  ‘ chrisontana 
we  could  make  nothing  of  that ; but  by  supposing  the  first  stroke  of  the  n a little 
elongated,  it  would  make  an  l,  and  the  next  would  make  an  i,  and  we  should 
then  have  the  word  ‘ chrisolitana.’ 

3462.  You  do  not  think  it  likely  that  Mr.  Cooper  should  hit  upon  the  same 
conjectural  emendation  ? — No ; but  I leave  that  to  others  to  decide.  If  I had 
my  own  copy  here,  I could  trace  the  emendations  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
could  give  a better  opinion  upon  the  matter ; but  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
position  of  the  l and  of  the  n is  exactly  so  in  my  printed  copy.  There  is  no 
separation  of  lines  in  the  MS.  I used,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  imperfection 
at  the  end,  as  the  poem  ceases  about  the  middle  of  a column,  and  is  followed  by 
another  work ; but  I have  conjectured,  in  a note,  that  something  is  probably 
wanting,  although  the  sense  be  complete. 

3463.  Then  the  result  of  this  is,  that  this  is  not  a copy  from  the  manuscript 
at  Brussels,  but  from  your  printed  copy  ? — My  conjecture  is,  from  a variety  of 
circumstances,  that  this  has  been  printed  from  my  edition  standing  in  type ; that 
is  my  conjecture.  But  it  would  require  a good  deal  of  careful  comparison  before 
I could  come  to  a positive  decision.  It  is  very  unusual  for  a proof  to  go  out  of 
the  printer's  hands  on  any  occasion  ; but  of  course  he  can  tell  whether  he  has 
supplied  anybody  with  the  proofs  of  that  part  of  my  work. 

3464.  It  would  appear  that  your  edition  of  this  poem,  bearing  your  name,  is 
not  yet  published  ? — No  ; it  is  in  type. 

3465.  But  the  work  which  you  jmurself  originally  transcribed  and  amended 
appears  to  be  printed  in  a work  of  the  commission,  from  your  corrections,  with- 
out any  mention  of  their  obligations  to  you  for  it,  and  with  Mr.  Cooper’s  name 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page  ? — It  appears  to  me,  from  the  circumstances  I have 
just  pointed  out,  and  perhaps  it  would  do  so  from  more  still  if  I could  go  through 
them,  that  my  future  edition  has  been  resorted  to,  at  least  for  the  emendations. 
If  I had  a copy  of  it  before  me,  and  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it  with  my 
transcript,  perhaps  I could  speak  more  to  the  purpose.  My  transcript  was  made 
at  first  rather  hastily.  I had  it  set  up  in  type,  and  sent  over  a proof  for  the 
librarian  at  Brussels  to  correct,  or  to  verify  certain  parts  that  appeared  to  me 
likely  to  be  faulty,  but  which  did  not  turn  out  to  be  so ; but  there  were  one  or 
two  slight  variations  of  spelling,  which  I did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  notice, 
that  he  furnished  me  with  ; if  it  has  been  printed  from  a copy  of  the  Brussels 
manuscript  it  will  probably  contain  those  variations  of  spelling. 

3466.  It  is  printed  in  Appendix  C.  to  the  report  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  no 
mention  is  made  of  your  name  ? — No ; if  Mr.  Cooper  got  it  from  the  manuscript 
directly  at  Brussels,  there  was  no  occasion  to  mention  my  name;  but  if  he  knew 
it  was  in  my  volume,  which  I conceive  he  did,  it  was  superfluous  to  print  it 
here. 

3467-  He  has  printed  it  in  the  same  page  at  the  bottom  of  which  his  own 
name  is  placed  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  conjecture. 

3468.  Do  you  know  whether  any  copies  of  your  work  on  British  Historians  have 
been  sent  abroad  ?— I have  reason  to  believe  one  has,  because  I have  seen  in  the 
preface  to  a German  book  by  Dr.  Lappenberg  acknowledgments  of  the  kindness 
•of  Mr.  Cooper  in  sending  the  printed  sheets  of  my  work  to  him. 

3469.  Was  that  done  with  your  sanction  ? — Not  at  all ; quite  the  reverse. 
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3470.  Did  you  approve  of  it?— I should  say  that  it  is  a most  gross  al 
confidence.  1 should  say  that  neither  Mr.  Cooper,  nor,  with  all  due  resnp  m*  ^ 
said,  the  board  itself,  had  any  right  to  send  my  book  abroad  till  I hacl  ? . 

into  their  hands  as  complete.  °1Ven  it 

.347 3 • Mr.  Pusey .]  You  consider  this  proposed  collection  of  materials  f 
History  of  Great  Britain  an  important  national  undertaking  ? — Unquesti  °F  n 
I do.  It  is  in  its  kind  one  of  the  noblest  of  undertakings.  Similar  colle  ? ' 
have  already  been  made  in  a few  foreign  countries ; and  if  ours  be  executed0  ^ 
should  be,  it  will  do  us  honour  as  long  as  our  country  shall  endure.  Future  W ^ 
nans  will  especially  be  indebted  to  us  for  sparing  them  the  labour  of  almost  i,!t 
mmable  research,  by  putting  before  them,  in  the  best  possible  form,  the  mat.'!' 
required  for  the  composition  of  their  works.  na*s 

3472.  Do  you  conceive  that  former  historians  have  been  less  successful  • 
writing  their  histories  than  they  might  otherwise  have  been,  in  consequent  ^ 
the  absence  of  such  a collection  ? — Unquestionably  ; former  historians  either  li  °,i 
not  the  means,  or  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  weigh  their  several  authorities  w 
any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  Hume’s  history  he  will  frequently  fi  1 
in  the  early  portion  of  it  especially,  references  to  half  a dozen  authorities  sLa 
often  the  worst  of  them  placed  foremost ; whereas  with  such  a collection  L w 
are  now  engaged  on  before  him,  he  would  have  found  that,  in  many  instances 
whole  or  the  authority  was  derived  from  one  of  the  number,  and  of  course  \w 
one  the  best.  luat 


3473.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  early  part  of  our  history,  should  you 
say  that  Hume’s  history  contains  a correct  representation  of  the  state  of  the 
country  at  that  time  ?— I only  mention  this  to  show  the  proneness  of  men  to  take 
authorities  at  random,  instead  of  being  able  to  put  their  fingers  upon  one  author 
and  say,  he  is  the  only  person  who  tells  the  story  in  a way  worth  repeating. 

3474-  Do ’you  consider  it  desirable  that  a more  accurate  and  full  history  should 
be  written  of  this  country  than  any  which  we  at  present  possess  ? — Exactly  so-  in 
proportion  as  the  materials  for  writing  history  are  brought  together  in  a condensed 
and  systematic  form,  with  appropriate  illustrative  criticism  applied  to  them  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  modern  historian  would  be  much  better  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  comparative  value  of  authorities  than  he  now  is.  And  it  is  upon  this 
principle  that  our  plan  has  been  formed  and.  acted  upon ; namely,  to  bring  at 
once  under  the  eye  of  an  observant  person  the  best  materials  for  his  purpose. 

. 3475*  ^av313g  stated  you  think  it  desirable  that  a more  accurate  work  upon 
mstoiy  should  be  written  than  we  possess,  do  you  conceive  that  a person  compe- 
tent to  undertake  the  task  would  labour  under  great  disadvantages  from  the 
absence  of  the  work  alluded  to  ?— Undoubtedly.  With  the  materials  before  him, 
wliat  sort  of  a work  he  will  write  will  depend  upon  his  bias  and  his  qualifications 
tor  such  a task ; but  a very  large  proportion  of  the  materials  here  proposed  to  be 
roug  together  are  scattered  about  in  such  a way,  that  it  would  cost  a man 
nearly  half  his  life  to  hunt  them  up. 

3476-  Can  you  suggest  any  plan  for  proceeding  with  a reasonable  degree  of 
rapidity ^to  complete  this  collection  of  25  volumes  ?— No.  I take  it  for  granted 
that  a plan  of  this  sort  could  only  be  adopted  and  prosecuted  under  a Government 
which,  havmg  once  satisfied  itself  of  the  desirableness  of  such  a work,  and  of  the 
integrity  and  capableness  of  the  persons  employed  on  it,  should  trust  to  them  for 
its  completion  as  soon  as  it  could  be  properly  executed  ; for  here  time  and  appa- 
rent progress  are  not  commensurate  ; inasmuch  as  frequently  the  greater  part  of  a 
man  s labour,  so  far  as  apparent  results  are  concerned,  turns  to  little  or  no 
account. 

3477-  In  order  to  obtain  greater  rapidity,  would  it  not  be  desirable  to  place 
different  periods  in  different  hands  ?— I have  my  doubts  about  it.  When  one 
peiiocl  is  completed,  how  far  it  might  be  practicable  to  do  so  would  be  a question 
tor  consideration. 

3478-  If  you  had  one  controlling  authority,  might  vou  not  engage  several 
literary  persons  upon  this  work  at  once  ?— Perhaps  it  might  be  possible  to  do  so 
hereafter ; but  when  I began  this  work,  so  far  from  finding  a person  able  to  assist 
me  m the  literary  part  of  it,  I could  not  even  find  a transcriber  : I am  speaking 
of  the  case  at  the  outset ; whether  hereafter  persons  so  qualified  might  not  be 
found,  is  another  question. 

3479-  Chairman.]  You  would  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  transcribers  now? 
INo ; 1 clicl  find  or  make  them  very  soon,  but  I could  not  find  them  at  first. 

3480.  You 
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Rn  You  have  heard  of  a school  of  young  transcribers  that  the  Record  Com- 

lesion  has  formed,  and  whom  they  are  educating-  2-1  do^  not  know  how  they 
TeZloved  ; if  they  are  merely  taught  to  copy  diplomatically  they  would  not 
Sit  mv  purpose.  Several  persons  of  that  description  came  to  me,  who  had  been 
employed  upon  such  transcription  as  was  required  at  that  time.  But  m addition 
toa  mctorial  knowledge  of  the  handwriting,  a certain  degree  of  scholarship  that 
should  enable  them  to  extend  the  contractions,  was  necessary  for  my  purpose. 
Whether  the  persons  employed  by  the  commissioners  are  required  to  do  that,  or 

mcrelv  to  copy,  I cannot  tell.  , ,,  , ^ 

<m Si  I am  askino-  you  whether  you  are  not  aware,  that  if  you  wanted  the  best 
educated  transcribers,  your  efforts  would  now  be  very  much  aided  by  the  circum- 
,nnce  of  the  Record  Commission  having  educated  a school  of  young  transcnbeis, 
for  whose  education  a valuable  library  has  been  purchased  ? I know  nothing  of 
it  • only  by  what  I see  going  on  I perceive  there  are  many  more  persons  capable 
of* copying  manuscripts  in  some  way  or  other  than  formerly;  but,  as  I have 
already  stated,  in  what  way  the  young  men  in  question  are  educated  1 am 

Pusey.]  You  doubt  whether  you  could  find  a sufficient  number  of 
literary  persons  in  this  country  competent  to  carry  on  this  work,  if  divided  into 
parts  ?_I  should  think  I could  now  ; but  the  subject  at  the  time  I began  was  m 
a state  of  suspended  animation  ; nobody  knew  or  cared  anything  about  it ; but 
now  I see  a great  deal  of  curiosity  about  ancient  literature. 

3483.  Are  you  aware  of  the  names  of  the  scholars  who  are  engaged  upon  the 

great  German  works  ? — I know  Dr.  Pertz  very  well.  . 

3484.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  persons  employed  upon  it . JNo.  1 observe 

that  Dr.  Pertz  has  a good  deal  of  assistance  with  respect  to  many  pieces  relating 
to  the  Monastery  of  St.  Gal.  , 

3485.  The  documents  published  in  Germany  are  probably  such,  that  a person 
who  was  able  to  edit  them  would  be  equally  able  to  edit  our  own  monuments  ? 

If  their  researches  have  turned  to  the  study  of  our  history,  they  would,  but 
otherwise,  a man  who  might  be  able  to  edit  a work  in  Germany,,  and  should  be 
transported  to  England,  and  required  to  edit  a similar  work  relating  to  this  coun- 
try, would  be  like  one  falling  from  the  clouds. 

3486.  Would  not  the  writing  and  the  transcription  be  similar  ?— l es ; but  to 
edit  a work  of  the  kind  in  question  it  is  necessary  for  a person  to  have  a library  m 
his  head  : it  is  not  enough  to  say  that  a transcript  is  an  exact  representation  of  a 
manuscript ; he  must  know  its  character  and  bearing  upon  what  he  already  pos- 
sesses ; what  it  possesses  that  is  new ; and  what  it  has  of  old  and  worthless. 

3487.  You  still  think  it  extremely  desirable  in  a national  point  ol  view  that 
such  a collection  should  be  formed,  and  that  there  would  be.  great  difficulty  in 
undertaking  the  writing  a satisfactory  history  of  Britain  until  this  collection  is 
formed  ?— Yes,  to  a certain  extent ; because  there  is  probably  a vast  quantity 
of  matter  to  which  a writer  would  otherwise  have  no  access ; what  is  now  to  be 
found  in  manuscript  would  probably  be,  in  a great  measure,  new  to  him.  He 
cannot  run  about  from  London  to  York,  from  Cambridge  to  Oxford,  to  examine 
manuscripts ; somebody  eise  must  do  that  for  him. 

3488.  And  it  is  not  likely  that  any  such  collection  could  be  undertaken  by  any 
private  publisher  ?— It  is  quite  impossible ; when  it  is  published  it  will  probably 
have  a very  limited  sale.  The  great  work  of  Don  Bouquet,  when  the  monasteries 
were  in  existence,  paid  very  well ; but  since  the  Revolution  I have  been  told  the 
sale  of  the  latter  volumes  never  exceeded  250  or  300. 

3489.  Chairman .]  Is  this  your  plan  ( showing  a hook  to  the  Witness) 'l — Yes, 
this  is  the  ‘outline’  which  I put  into  the  hands  of  several  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
and  afterwards  I enlarged  it  into  this  ‘ sketch  of  a plan  that  sketch  of  a plan  was 
afterwards  compressed  into  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Record  Commission. 

3490.  Is  this  your  list  of  materials  ? — That  is  a list  furnished  to  the  board  of 
the  principal  authorities  that  had  at  that  time  been  consulted ; and  I presume 
you  will  find  more  upon  the  same  subject. 

3491.  Are  these  your  notes  {pointing  to  another  part  of  the  work ) ? — These  are 
my  notes ; at  least  I believe  so ; no,  these  never  belonged  to  me,  I.  believe  ( the 
Witness  examined  the  work ) ; that  in  brackets  I had  nothing  to  do  with  ; I had  no 
concern  with  it.  I do  not  know  whose  contribution  it  may  have  been  ; it  may 
have  been  the  late  Mr.  Price’s ; this  I presume  is  a transcript;  I cannot  speak  posi- 
tively. The  first  in  the  ‘outline,’  which,  as  I have  already  stated,  I circulated  among 

0.33.  p p 4 mY. 


Henry  Petrie,  Esq 
6 May  1836. 
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Henry  Petrie,  Esq.  my  ^en<^s  5 afterwards  I drew  up  this  ‘ sketch  of  a plan,’  and  by  way  of  a-iV]- 

L_  more  complete  notion  of  what  my  object  was,  I made  references  to  certain  w t a 

6 May  1836.  which  would  exemplify  the  thing  I had  in  view  at  the  time.  11  ers> 

3492.  It  was  put  into  the  work  without  your  consent  or 
knowledge  I had  of  a design  to  print  anything  of  the  kind 
the  secretary  a proof  sheet  of  the  list  of  manuscripts  whicn  1 naa  caused  t 1 
transcribed  lor  the  work  on  which  I was  engaged,  with  a request  on  the  pa*  f 
the  commissioners  that  I would  correct  it  for  the  press.  I was  very  much  stn  1 
with  this ; and  I wrote  to  the  secretary  to  request  he  would  furnish  me  J't! 
a copy  of  the  order  of  the  board  for  the  printing  of  this  list ; but  I never  got  a 
answer  from  him.  I was  told  he  had  never  received  my  letter,  but  he  ne 
repeated  his  application  to  me  for  the  proof  sheet,  which  I have  in  my  pockT 
so  that  whether  the  whole  of  this  be  surreptitious,  or  whether  it  had  the  authorit 
of  the  board,  up  to  this  moment  I know  not.  The  impression  on  my  mind  is  th  ■ 
it  is  surreptitious ; but  peculiar  circumstances  induced  me,  as  well  on  that  as  ” 
some  other  occasions,  to  abstain  from  addressing  the  board  on  the  subject.  °n 

3493.  As  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  have  you  had  manv  comm,,™ 

cations  with  the  board?— Yes.  ' y mm' 

3494.  How  have  they  been;  through  the  secretary?— They  have  been,  of  coure 

through  the  secretary.  Sometimes  I have  had  no  copy  of  the  minute  of  the 
board  sent  at  first,  and  after  a certain  time  I have  thought  it  right  to  ask  for  th 
minute.  fle 

.3495-  What  made  you  do  that?— I saw  great  impropriety  in  corresponding 
with  the  organ  of  a public  board  in  what  might  be  called  a private  manner.  8 

3496.  Had  you  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  it?— I thought  it  likely 
inconvenience  would  arise,  and  I thought  it  best  to  go  to  work  in  the  right  way- 
I therefore  suggested  that  we  should  proceed  officially  without  interrupting  that 
friendly  intercourse  which  proper  occasions  might  call  forth. 

3497-  Do  you  suppose  the  board  or  Mr.  Cooper  had  any  reason  to  apprehend 
that  obstacles  might  be  thrown  by  you  in  the  way  of  transcripts  being  made  of 
the  records  in  the  Tower? — I cannot  conceive  what  they  might  have  thought  - 
I should  conceive  not.  0 ’ 

3498.  Has  there  been  any  delay  in  executing  the  orders  of  the  board?— Nor 
the  only  delay  that  could  possibly  arise  on  such  occasions  would  be  occasioned  by 
transcribing  the  order  and  sending  it  to  me : but  I never  stopped  for  that;  when 
I received  a communication,  although  there  was  no  order  with  it,  I immediately 
gave  instructions  for  the  work  to  go  on. 

3499-  You  do  not  think  you  threw  any  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board,  as  to  justify  the  secretary  in  requesting  that  transcripts 
should  be  made  sub  rosa  ?— Under  the  rose  ! I beg  leave  to  say,  I consider  my 
office  so  completely  open  that  there  is  not,  nor  ought  to  be,  any  secret  transactions 
going-  on  there ; and  I should  have  been  disposed  to  visit  with  a great  deal  of 
severity  anybody  that  might  be  acting  in  the  manner  alluded  to.  Perhaps  you 
will  allow  me  to  add,  and  it  may  be  possibly  within  the  scope  of  the  question, 
that  as  soon  as  I received  a communication  from  the  secretary  relating-  to  any 
matter  to  be  done  in  the  office  under  the  board,  I immediately  gave  orders  that 
the  party,  whoever  it  might  be,  should  have  every  facility  afforded  him : the 
communication  was.  shown  to  the  first  clerk,  who  manages  that  department,  and 
it  was  his  duty  to  give  the  person  named  every  possible  facility. 
at  ^°bert  H.  Inglis.]  Have  you  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cooper?— 

JNo,  1 have  not  read  any  of  the  evidence. 

. 35° 1 • Chairman .]  Y ou  think  that  any  apprehension  of  your  throwing  obstacles 
m the  way  must  be,  as  Mr.  Cooper  states  in  his  evidence  to  question  1135,  an 
unfounded  apprehension  ? — I am  quite  satisfied  of  that.  If  Mr.  Cooper  would  state 
any  particular  fact,  I should  be  better  able  to  deal  with  it,  because  I cannot  at' 
present  catch  a glimpse  of  the  matter  in  question  ; but  if  Mr.  Cooper  will  state 
there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  his  progress  in  whatever  he  was  employed  upon 
was  impeded  by  my  refusal  to  adopt  his  communication  independently  of  the 
order  of  the  board,  I should  be  able  to  deal  with  it.  I will  state  generally  and 
broadly  and  positively,  that  I never  for  a moment  threw  an  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  any  gentleman  who  was.  employed  by  the  board  at  the  Tower  ; on  the  contrary, 

1 always  give  them  more  licence  and  more  facility  than  the  order  they  presented 
to  me  required. 

3502.  What 


knowledge  ?-The  fiM 

was,  by  receiving 
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mat  have  been  the  operations  of  the  commission  upon  the  Tower  HmrfPetrie,  Esq. 

35°2-  “ , nnot  tell  ■ there  is  no  communication  made  to  me  as  to  what  

Gentlemen  have  been  employed  upon.  When  an  order  comes  I give  directions  6 May  .836. 
5he  f to  be  obeyed,  and  the  muniments  they  require  are  entered  in 1 a book  before 
riven  to  them.  I can  know  what  they  have  had  by  referring  to  the 
talk  but  I know  nothing  of  the  result  of  their  labour.  ■ _ 

3503-  The  records  in  the  Tower  are  pretty  well  arranged  r-Very  well 

an3504.d’Have  you  ever  requested  any  assistance  from  the  commissioners?— 

I never  wanted  any.  , , , , « 

orrK  Are  the  calendars  as  good  as  they  could  be?— JNo. 

^06  Have  the  commissioners  taken  any  steps  to  improve  them  ?— I have 
no  communication  with  the  commissioners  upon  the  subject;  I think  I have 
had  on  one  occasion  information  given  me  that  some  gentleman  was  employed 
■ tn  make  a calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  Rolls,  and  so  forth,  I believe  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave,  and  all  facilities  were  afforded  him  for  that  labour,  but  to  what  extent 
that  labour  might  have  gone  I know  nothing. 
qso7  You  know  the  Miscellaneous  Rolls  i—  res. 

3508.  You  know  their  character  ?— It  depends  upon  what  you  include  m that 
designa  imi;o^e  ^ g.^  Fj,aI[Cjg  Palgrave  was  employed  upon?— There  are 
many  rolls,  &c.  at  the  Tower,  which  have  been  improperly  called  Miscellaneous 
Rolls ; there  are  several  regular  series  of  rolls  or  documents  which  have  been  so 

”3510.  Do  you  know  the  documents  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  employed 
upon  there?— Yes;  I should  know  them  generally. 

3511.  Was  a catalogue  required  for  them  ?— In  some  cases  it  was. 

3512.  Have  you  seen  his  catalogue  ?— No. 

3513.  Is  Mr.  Stevenson  employed  at  the  Tower? — Yes,  under  the  Record 
Commission. 

3514.  Do  you  know  what  he  is  employed  upon  ? — I cannot  state  ; I think  his 
object,  if  I recollect  rightly,  was  to  make  a calendar,  but  I cannot  speak  to  that; 

Mr.  Stevenson  can  probably  inform  you. 

3515.  You  still  keep  up  your  researches  among  records,  do  you  not? — Yes, 
anything  at  all  connected  with  my  pursuit. 

3516.  Have  you  perused  any  of  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — No, 

I cannot  say  I have.  I have  occasionally  consulted  them  in  one  or  two  instances. 

3517.  Are  you  able  to  form  any  opinion  of  their  value? — No,  not  having 
examined  them,  I cannot. 

3518.  From  the  nature  of  the  works  they  have  printed,  do  you  think  that  then- 
operations  have  been  judicious  in  the  selection  of  works  ? — I _ would  rather 
decline  giving  an  opinion,  as  I have  not  examined  them  sufficiently  to  form 
a notion  of  their  probable  beneficial  results. 

3519.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  respecting  any  matter  you 
have  been  examined  upon  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any ; I am  very  ready  to  answer 
any  questions  that  may  be  put  to  me. 

3520.  Is  there  any  subject  on  which  you  have  been  examined  upon  which  you 
wish  to  add  anything  ?— I am  not  aware  of  anything. 


1'homas  Duff  us  Hardy,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

3521.  Chairman .]  YOU  are  chief  clerk  at  the  Tower? — I am.  Thomas D.  Hardy , 

3522.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  there  ? — Upwards  of  17  years.  Es(b 

3523.  Are  you  sure  you  are  chief  clerk? — Quite  sure. 

3524.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  is  no  such  office  as  the  chief  clerkship  of 
the  Tower  in  existence  ? — Having,  in  the  course  of  last  year,  seen  in  a book 
printed  by  the  Record  Commission  that  the  commissioners  had  recommended 
that  the  office  of  chief  clerk  should  be  abolished,  I waited  upon  Mr.  Cooper,  and 
represented  to  him  the  injustice  of  such  a recommendation  ; he  told  me  that  he  was 
very  sorry  indeed;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  hurt  me  or  any  other  person;  that  the 
thing  was  done  and  could  not  be  undone.  A great  deal  more  was  said,  not  neces- 
sary to  be  repeated.  Upon  which  I immediately  applied  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  and  forwarded  a memorial,  which  their  Lordships  were  pleased  im- 
mediately to  take  into  consideration,  and  appointed  me  to  the  situation  of  chief 
clerk. 

o-33-  Q Q 3525-  Have 
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Thomas  D.  Hardy,  3525-  Have  you  been  employed  in  editing  works  under  the  Board  ? I u 

Es<J-  . 3526.  Since  when ? — I submitted  a plan  for  printing  the  Close  Rolls  t'X 

~ secretary,  for  the  approval  of  the  board,  at  the  latter  end  of  December  i83i  °+i 
May  183G.  pkn  I had  previously  submitted  to  Sir  John  Leach,  the  late  Master  of  the  R ]] 

which  he  approved,  and  wished  it  to  be  carried  into  effect.  Mr.  Cooper  told°  S’if 
had  read  over  my  prospectus,  and  very  much  approved  of  it,  and  would  recomrn  j 
it  to  the  board  to  be  adopted.  In  the  beginning  of  February  1832  he  wrote  1 
informed  me  that  he  had  obtained  an  order  of  the  board  for  printing  th« 
Rolls  upon  the  plan  I had  submitted.  ^ 036 

3527.  Were  you  engaged  as  a sub-commissioner  by  the  board?— I certaj  , 

concluded  that  I was  a sub-commissioner,  as  being  sole  editor  of  a work  ir 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  board.  -er 

3528.  Did  you  conceive  you  were  employed  by  the  board  or  by  Mr.  Coon?  1 

—Decidedly  by  the  board.  ' "er  • 

3529.  You  did  not  conceive  you  were  acting  as  Mr.  Cooper’s  clerk  ?— Certain] 

not;  it  never  entered  my  thoughts  that  I could  be  considered  as  acting  in  '®,  I 
a capacity.  8 ucn 

3530.  In  the  discharge  of  your  duty  as  editor  have  you  advanced  money?— 

Frequently,  and  to  a considerable  amount,  to  the  various  clerks  and  transcribe 
employed  under  me.  13 

3531.  Should  you  have  done  that  without  suppqsing  that  the  board  was 

responsible  for  it  ? — By  no  means ; I should  not  have  thought  myself  justified  in 
running  such  risk  upon  private  or  individual  responsibility ; but  always  under- 
standing that  I was  employed  immediately  under  the  board,  I felt  myself  perfectly 
safe  in  making  such  advances.  ■ ^ 

3532.  In  Mr.  Cooper’s  letters  respecting  you,  or  to  you,  has  he  treated  you  as 
a sub-commissioner  ? — He  has  frequently  so  denominated  me. 

3533-  Hi  his  letters? — Yes;  and  especially  in  one  letter,  wherein  I recollect 
having  applied  to  him  for  some  of  the  record  publications,  to  which  I was 
entitled  as  being  a sub-commissioner ; upon  which  he  immediately  sent  me  an 
order  upon  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock,  in  the  following  words : “ Be  pleased 
to  deliver  to  Mr.  Hardy,  one  of  our  sub-commissioners,”  such  and  such  works ; 
and  in  his  letters  to  me  he  has  also  called  me  a sub-commissioner. 

3534*  Verbally  did  he  make  use  of  that  expression  ? — Yes,  on  many  occasions 
he  has  so  denominated  me. 

3535-  Hid  you  not  think  that  the  designation  of  sub-commissioner  evidently 
showed  you  were  employed  by  the  board  and  not  by  Mr.  Cooper  ?— Unquestion- 
ably,  I conceived  that  I was  in  the  employ  of  the  board. 

3536.  Did  you  ever  have  any  communications  with  the  board  ? — Never  per- 
sonally. r 

3537-  How  were  your  communications  from  the  board  received? — Through 
Mr.  Cooper,  as  the  secretary. 

353 8-  Did  he  tell  you  that  was  sufficient? — I always  understood  so. 

3539-  Have  you  ever  discovered  that  you  were  not  a sub-commissioner  ?— The 
first  time  of  its  being  so  intimated  to  me  was  subsequent  to  my  presenting  a 
memorial  to  the  board,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  treatment  of  Mr.  Cooper,  in  abruptly 
dismissing  me  from  my  employment  by  what  I considered  an  undue  exercise  of 
his  authority.  Shortly  after  my  presentation  of  that  memorial,  Mr.  Cooper  opened 
a correspondence  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  it,  and  in  one  of  his  letters 
announced  to  me  for  the  first  time  that  I was  not,  and  never  had  been,  a sub-com- 
missioner, for  that  the  board  had  intrusted  all  my  works  to  him,  and  that  “ he  ” 
had  employed  me. 

354°-  In  cpnsequence  of  this,  did  any  further  communication  take  place?— 
Yes,  a great  deal  of  correspondence  ensued,  which  I printed  in  a supplemental 
memorial,  and  also  presented  to  the  Commissioners,  but  I have  never  been  informed 
officially  of  the  result  of  either. 

3541.  What  was  the  consequence  of  your  memorial  being  presented  to  the 
board;  did  anything  follow  from  the  presentation  of  your  memorial? — I merely 
had  a letter  from  one  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  clerks,  desiring  me  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Hallam 
and  Mr.  Pettit,  who  would  go  into  that  portion  of  my  account  unsettled  by 
Mr.  Cooper.  Out  of  respect  to  the  commissioners  I accordingly  attended  those 
gentlemen,  but  I have  never  heard  the  result  of  their  deliberation.  Mr.  Pettit  has 
indeed  told  me  privately  that  the  board  had  come  to  a determination  of  paying, 
tire  money  left  unsettled  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  me. 

3542.  To 
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To  pay  you  the  whole  amount?  Yes.  . T 

3,42.  InqlisA  Are  you  a sub-commissioner  now  I I am  not, 

tJ3if  if  I were  wrong  in  so  considering  myself  from  the  first ; I hare  indeed  a 
wf  r from  Mr  Cooper,  stating  that  Mr.  Hallam,  on  the  6th  of  April  ult.  proposed 
X board  that  I should  be  then  nominated  a sub-commissioner ; but  I am  m- 
f Zf,  after  a great  deal  of  conversation  at  the  board,  that  it  was  found  advisable 
i Mr' Hallam  to  withdraw  his  motion  ; that  the  board  however  then  came  to  a 
termination  of  proceeding  with  the  works  entrusted  to  my  care  under  the  order 
f Mhv  1834  ■ “the  whole  responsibility  and  superintendence,  the  continuance 
“Id  the  discontinuance/’  of  which  Mr.  Cooper  claims  to  have  been  “ expressly 

with  him  a claim  which  I always  have,  and  still  do  dispute. 

,,44  Chairman^  Were  not  you  at  any  time  out  of  the  employ  of  the  Record 
Commission  in  December  or  January  last  ?-I  certainly  do  consider  myself  as. 
dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  board  by  Mr.  Cooper  ever  since  the  24th  August 
, a, 6 . for  all  my  works  have  been  suspended ; some  upon  the  very  eve  of  com 
pletion ; my  clerk  removed  ; and  a great  number  of  transcripts  I had  prepared 
for  publication  taken  out  of  my  possession. 

in  what  manner  were  you  dismissed  ? — In  a very  abrupt  manner. 

feA.  By  a letter  from  Mr.  Cooper  ?— Yes,  by  a letter  from  him 

3547  On  what  account  were  you  dismissed: — I can  only  collect  that  from 
expressions  used  by  Mr.  Cooper  in  letters  written  by  him  to  me  and  other  persons  ; 
in  one  of  which  he  says,  that  “ I had  sent  my  brother  to  utter  impertinences,  m 
the  presence  of  his  clerks and  that  “ I had  written  letters  which  made  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  employ  me  any  longer  to  execute  the  order  ol  the  board.  In 
another,  “ he  declined  all  personal  intercourse  with  me,  and  required  me  to  give 
up  my  transcripts;”  and  upon  my  refusal  to  give  up  such . transcripts  at  his 
demand  (which  I then  considered  an  improper  one,  having  paid  for  them  out  of 
my  own  funds),  I received  from  Mr.  Cooper  the  following  communication : “ bir, 
your  refusal  to  give  up  the  unused  transcripts  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  come 
to  such  a settlement  of  your  account  as  I had  intended ; your  conduct,  too,  is 
altogether  so  extraordinary,  that  I do  not  feel  disposed  to  take  upon  myself  for 
the  future  the  responsibility  of  employing  you  in  carrying  into  effect  the  order 
made  by  the  board  on  the  17th  of  May  1834,  relative  to  the  early  rolls  at  the 
Tower,  the  execution  of  which  was  confided  to  me ; your  engagement,  therefore, 
with  me  is  at  an  end.”  From  that  time  I have,  therefore,  considered  myself  as  no 
longer  in  the  employ  of  the  board. 

3548.  Fancying  yourself,  as  you  stated  before,  a sub -commissioner  m the  employ 
of  the  board,  how  was  it,  upon  receiving  that  dismissal  from  a person  you  thought, 
had  no  right  to  dismiss  you,  you  did  not  apply  to  the  board? — I did  present  to 
the  board  a copy  of  the  memorial  now  in  my  hand. 

3 549.  Was  anything  done  upon  that? — I have  been  given  to  understand,  through 
the  kindness  of  one  of  the  commissioners,  that  the  only  point  the  board  had  taken; 
up  was,  whether  I had  ever  been  appointed  a sub-commissioner  eo  nomine,  and  that 
Mr.  Cooper  having  assured  the  board  I had  never  been  appointed  a sub-commis- 
sioner, they  considered  me  Mr.  Cooper’s  clerk,  and  as  such,  liable  to  be  removed 
by  him. 

3550.  How  do  you  account  for  Mr.  Cooper  having  stated  in  his  evidence  you 
are  an  editor  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  and  have  the  task  of  editing  the  rolls  of 
John,  and  other  rolls  (answer  46)  ? — I cannot  account  for  it ; I can  only  repeat  to 
the  Committee,  that  since  August  1835  I have  not  considered  myself  employed, 
under  the  board. 

3551.  Then  either  Mr.  Cooper  has  made  a mistake,  or  you  have  . been  in  the 

Employ  of  the  board  without  your  being  aware  of  it  ? — As  I feel  quite  confident 
that  I have  not  been  in  the  employ  of  the  board  since  August  1835,  I conclude 
the  mistake  must  lie  with  Mr.  Cooper.  , 

3552.  Have  you  as  yet  obtained  payment  of  the  money? — No;  nor  have  I 
received  any  official  notification  that  the  commissioners  have  awarded  me  any 
payment ; I have  indeed  heard  from  Mr.  Pettit,  unless  I misunderstood  him, 
that  the  board  considered  me  entitled  to  what  I demanded,  and  I wrote  to  Mr. 
Cooper  upon  that  information,  who  replied  that  he  had  no  money  in  hand. 

3553.  It  would  appear,  from  the  statement  you  have  made,  that  you  have  dis- 
covered you  had  erroneously  supposed  you  were  a sub-commissioner,  and  m the 
employ  of  the  board ; was  that  error  in  your  mind  caused  entirely  by  Mr.  Cooper  s 
written  and  verbal  communications  ? — Certainly,  from  Mr..  Cooper’s  written  and 
verbal  communications  I did  consider  myself  a sub-commissioner ; but  not  only 

0.33.  mi  frorn 
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Thomas  D.  Hardy,  from  those  communications,  for  I also  considered  myself  virtually  a snh  pa 

Es,l-  sioner,  as  being  an  editor.  * COlUm«- 

6 May  1836.  3554-  What  is  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  Tower? — I should  sav 

good  indeed ; the  arrangement  I do  not  think  can  be  well  improved.  ' eiT 

3555 ■ -Are  the  calendars  good?— Not  very  good.  As  far  as  legal  purposes 
concerned  they  are  very  fair,  but  for  historical  matters  they  may  be  considered 
deficient.  ea  as 

3556.  Do  you  think  the  commission  would  have  done  good  service  by  havj 
calendars  made  at  the  Tower  ?— I think  that  to  be  one  of  the  things  which  ? 
commission  might  beneficially  have  done. 

3557.  Has  it  done  anything  towards  it? — No  ; but  I believe  that  Sir  Franc' 
Palgrave  was  employed  or  directed  by  the  board  to  make  calendars  to  certain  'f 
our  records  ; but  I am  not  aware  that  he  ever  effected  anything  of  the  kind.  ° 

3558.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  employed  in  makino- 

calendars  there  ? — Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  employed  at  the  Tower ; but  if  f 
understand  the  orders  of  the  board  correctly,  he  did  not  come  there  expressly  to 
make  calendars,  but  for  the  purpose  of  making  collections  for  the  Fcedera  T 
believe  Mr.  Stevenson  c'onsidered  himself  to  have  been  employed  by  the  board 
for  that  purpose ; and  certainly  the  order  of  the  board  received  by  Mr.  Petrie 
relative  to  Mr.  Stevenson  could  not  be  interpreted  in  the  way  alluded  to  bv  thp 
Honourable  Chairman.  J 

. 3559-  What  was  the  purport  of  that  order  of  the  board  ? — That  the  commis- 
sioners being . desirous  of  continuing  certain  collections  relative  to  Rymer’s 
Fcedera,  appointed  Mr.  Stevenson  to  carry  into  effect  such  intention ; and  Mr 
Petrie  was  requested  to  give  him  free  access  to  all  our  records,  particularly  the 
Miscellaneous  Records,  and  that  he  should  be  at  liberty,  by  himself  or  his  clerks 
to  transcribe  such  as  he  conceived  came  within  the  scope  of  his  instructions.  ' 

3560.  Did  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  employ  himself  in  making  transcripts  ?— That 
was  all  I conceive  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  did ; he  certainly  did  nothing  in  the 
way  of  making  calendars. 

3561.  Did  Mr.  Stevenson  do  anything  in  the  way  of  making  calendars  ?— To 
judge  from  the  office-book,  which  contains  an  account  of  every  document  delivered 
out  to  him,  I should  say  that  Mr.  Stevenson  employed  himself,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  board,  in  making  collections  for  the  Fcedera ; and  I consider 
that  Mr.  Stevenson  has  employed  himself  very  usefully,  and  have  no  doubt  that 
his  labours  will  turn  to  great  advantages.  1 

3562.  The  question  is,  whether  he  has  been  engaged  upon  the  Fcedera,  or  in 
sorting,  arranging  and  calendaring  the  records  ? — I should  say,  not  in  arranging 
and  calendaring  the  records  ; for  there  was  no  need  of  anything  of  the  kind,  or 
at  least  very  little.  I am,  of  course,  alluding  here  to  the  Miscellaneous  Records. 

3563-  You  do  not  think  he  could  have  made  a calendar  without  your  know- 
ledge ? — I have  the  means  of  proving  that  he  could  not ; for  in  this  book  is  con- 
tained a list  of  all  the  documents  used  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  or  any  one  else 
employed  by  the  Board. 

3564.  Has  not  Mr.  Illingworth,  in  a pamphlet,  made  some  complaints  respect- 
ing the  arrangements  in  the  Tower  ? — He  has,  most  unjustly  and  improperly. 

35^5-  You  think  that  those  complaints  are  not  founded  ? — They  are  not  founded 
in  fact. 

3566.  Have  not  these  charges  you  designate  as  unjust  been  published  by  the 
commission  ? — Yes.  To  my  great  surprise,  I have  seen  the  pamphlet  containing 
those  charges  printed  under  the  direction  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  of 
Public  Records  ; and  certainly  the  keeper  and  other  officers  of  the  establishment 
felt  it  keenly,  that  such  a publication  should  have  been  allowed  to  be  circulated 
without  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  contradicting  and  proving  the  unjustness 
of  such  statements. 

3567-  Was  any  communication  of  this  censure  made  to  you  by  the  board?— 
No,  nor  was  any  copy  of  the  pamphlet  ever  sent  to  Mr.  Petrie  or  myself ; and 
it  was  only  by  the  greatest  chance  I saw  it,  two  years  after  its  publication. 

35^8.  Were  the  alleged  defects  in  the  office  ever  pointed  out  to  you  by  the 
commissioners  ? — Never. 

3569\  Then  it  appears  that  the  commission  has  been  employing  the  public 
money  in  printing  charges  respecting  persons  under  its  own  superintendence, 
without  previously  communicating  such  charges  to  those  persons,  and  which  you 
designate  as  wholly  unfounded  ? — That  is  my  impression  : for  the  title  of  the 

pamphlet 
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* , ■*  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  the  desire  of  His  Majesty’s  Com-  Thomas  DHari,, 

Pa”f“e1s  on  Public  Records : and  though  printed  for  their  use,  has  I understand  

to*  very^videly 0f  it  has  found  its  way  into  the  British  6 M“y  “83& 
I357m  ? /suspect  so ; I know  several  persons  into  whose  hands  a copy  lias 
f,?T®d  I therefore  conceive  that  it  has  been  circulated,  although  stated  to  be 
. ’ j fin-  the  use  of  the  commissioners.  . , 

PBJ71  You  were  at  the  Tower  during  the  time  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was 

th«-,_DoS'you  know  whether,  during  that  time,  he  was  actively  engaged  as 
mimcioal  corporation  commissioner  ?-Yes ; during  a considerable  portion  of 
time  which  he  had  orders  to  devote  to  the  arranging,  sorting  and  digesting 
* records  he  was  employed  as  a municipal  corporation  commissioner.  The 
!rrler  directing  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  to  sort  and  arrange  theMiscellaneous Records 
ms  made  in  Itarch  1833,  and  he  continued  in  the  capacity  of  sub-commissioner 
employed  upon  that  work  until  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  records  in  the 

Chapter-office  at  Westminster. 

,L  When  was  that?— I think  m May  1834.  , 

3574.  So  that  during  part  of  the  time  he  was  at  the  Tower  he  was  engaged 
a corporation  commissioner  ?— He  was,  from  September  1833  till  May. 1834- 
,574  Do  you  know  whether  his  inquiries,  as  corporation  commissioner,  were 
not  directed  to  the  city  of  London  in  particular  ?— They  were  ; he  was  the  com- 
missioner  appointed  to  the  London  district.  . . , 

01576.  Then,  being  in  the  Tower  on  the  business  of  the  ^commission,  he  e 
Dloved  himself  also  on  the  business  of  this  other  commission  r— He  di  . 

P 7 Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Are  you  aware  of  the . terms  under  which  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave’s  services  have  been  retained  by  His  Majesty  s Commissioneis 
of  Records  ?— Yes ; 1,000/.  a year,  at  the  time  he  was  employed  on  the  Tower 

reC3578.  Are  you  aware  of  the  terms  with  respect  to  the  employment  of  his  sur- 
plus  time?— I have  understood,  from  Mr.  Cooper,  that  Sir  Francis  Palgiave 
services  had  been  engaged  by  the  commission,  and  that  the  whole  of  his  time  was 
to  be  entirely  given  up  to  the  service  of  the  commission  for  1,000/.  a year. 

0/570  You  have  not  seen  the  minute  upon  the  subject?  No. 
or8o.  Chairman.]  What  time,  while  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  employed  m 
these  two  capacities,  did  he  devote  to  his  business  in  the  Tower . If  you  would 
excuse  my  answering  the  question  I — — . _ 

3581.  You  can  say  what  time  ?— In  answering  that  question  I mean  nothing  at 
all'  offensive  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  but  my  impression  is  that  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  corporation  commission. 

3-582.  How  large  a portion  of  his  time  did  he  apply  to  making  calendars,  or 
in  any  other  work,  in  the  Tower  ?— To  making  calendars  he  applied  no  time,  tor 
I know  of  none  that  he  made.  ..  A.  - , . 

3583.  To  other  work  at  the  Tower  ? —I  should  say  a very  small  portion  ot  his 
time  was  spent  at  the  Tower. 

3584.  Did  he  employ  an  hour  a day?— There  were  several  days  he  did  not 

come  near  the  Tower  at  all.  . , 

3585.  When  he  did  come,  did  he  stay  long  ?— Sometimes  an  hour  or  halt  an 

k°35*86.  Did  he  ever  stay  12  hours  ?— No,  I do  not  think  he  ever  staid  so  long- 

3587.  Did  he  stay  two’or  three  hours? — Taking  one  day  with  another,  I should 

say  the  average  was  about  an  hour.  . . v 

3588.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis .]  Had  he  any  person  employed  under  him:— Yes, 
several  clerks 

3589.  Then  he  came  probably  to  superintend  the  work  done  by  his  clerks  ?— 

Yes,  I should  say  that  was  his  object.  __ 

3590.  And  to  give  them  instructions  for  their  proceeding  ? — Yes. 

3591.  Chairman .]  It  appears  upon  the  minute  of  the  board  that  the  salary  0 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  as  sub-commissioner  of  the  formation  and  publication  ol  the 
calendars  of  miscellaneous  unsorted  and  uncalendered  records  at  the  lmvei  , as 
superintendent  of  the  transcription  of  foreign  state  papers,  pipe  rolls  and  othei 
records  and  documents,  as  editor  of  parliamentary  wu-its,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  is  to  be 
1,000  l.  a year,  such  salary  not  to  be  considered  to  preclude  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 

o-33-  QQ3 
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Thomas  D.  Hardy,  “om  any  avocation  or  employment  not  inconsistent  with  his  duties  ri 
Esq.  board  as  sub-commissioner  of  the  formation  and  the  publication  of  calenH  er 

6 May  i our  record?  ^ ‘°  ^ °alendarS  ^He  made  ™ Calendar 

3592.  And  the  business  of  the  municipal  corporation  commission  not  bo' 
consistent  with  his  duties,  he  occupied  himself  in  that,  and  devoted  as  fi,-1’'  'lV 
could  perceive,  about  an  hour  a day  when  he  attended  to  the  business  at  the  T*  1V 
—If  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  considered  that  the  office  of  sub-commissioner  of  ? 
records  and  commissioner  of  the  corporation  commission  did  not  at  all  cb>  r - 
that  the  two  offices  could  go  on  simultaneously,  he  doubtlessly  acted  arcnS?  "T4 
3593-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee,  from 
knowledge,  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  or  was  not  employed  in  nth™  “T0 
confided  to  him  by  the  commission,  under  the  general  retained  in  the  mimul, 
quoted  to  you,  during  the  time  in  respect  to  which  you  state  that  he 
hour  a day  to  the  personal  superintendence  of  the  work  carried  on  by  hi? 1 ? 
m the  Tower  ?— I .should  say  that  the  greatest  portion  of  the  work  of  an  S 
could  not  be  performed  away  from  the  office  where  the  records  were  cnnfy  I 
upon  which  he  ought  to  be  employed.  He  might,  however,  perform  certain S' 
elsewhere,  such  as  writing  a preface  or  an  essay;  for  instance,  the  essay  mum  ? 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Council  could  be  done  at  home  without  coming  near  tlreTn  ^ 
3594-  But  with  respect  to  other  works  confided  to  Sir  Francis  Palnraw  s 
you  able  to  state  whether  he  were  or  were  not  engaged  upon  them 
reply  to  that  question.  r 1 “not 

tb  35?n'  J™  ?°  “°‘  kn°w  what  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  did  with  his  time  other 
than  the  time  he  devoted  to  superintending  his  clerks  in  the  same  office  with 
' A grea*  portion  of  an  editor’s  time,  engaged  as  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  was 

ght  necessarily  to  have  been  employed  in  the  Tower,  where  the  greater  portion 
of  his  work  was  to  be  executed.  B P0™* 

3596.  In  the  answer  last  given,  you  refer  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  as  enaaraf 
upon  one  distinct  work  under  the  commission  in  the  terms  of  the  minute  read  to 
you  ; several  works  are  referred  to  ; can  you  state  whether  he  were  or  were  not 
etnployed  upon  those  other  works  ?— No,  certainly  not ; I speak  of  the  arrano™ 
and  sorting  the  Miscellaneous  Records  ik  the  Tower.  P ^ 

fr.ro397'  He  la  stated  to  be  the  superintendent  of  the  transcription  of 

foieign  state  papers  ; are  they  m the  Tower  ? — Yes. 

359s-  He  could  not  superintend  that  transcription  without  coming  to  the 
• JNo-  1 Presume  no  one  can  be  said  to  superintend  a work  unless  he  be 
constantly  present  at  the  place  where  the  work  is  in  progress. 

Yes5"'  R°^ert  In9^s-]  Had  he  clerks  employed  in  the  transcription?— 

3600.  Did  he  superintend  them?-Yes,  in  the  way  I have  before  stated. 

r pi  W the,  ?ipe  Rolls  m the  Tower?— There  are  two  Chan- 

ceilois  Rolls  m the  Tower,  which  are  similar. 

,™s  ™rt  of  superintendence  was  done  at  the  time  you  have 
mentioned  ?— There  were  some  weeks  during  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  would 
be  there  every  day;  at  other  times  he  would  not  be  there  for  a week  or  a 
fortnight ; I speak  only  of  what  he  did  at  our  office. 

„ i3'  Sonfetmles  h®  was  there  every  day  for  several  weeks,  and  sometimes  not 

a single  day  for  several  weeks  ? — A fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

3604.  And  during  the  days  he  was  there  he  staid  about  an  hour  a day  on  an. 
verage  . I mean  during  the  time  he  was  employed  as  a municipal  corporation 
mnnssioner  ; at  other  times,  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  employment  at  the  Tower, 
l, •, ri  e<peat|y  s*ai(*  *FeIe  whole  time  the  office  remained  open.  I ought,  per- 

p Pi-_  ° Stfe  ?ir  Francis  Palgrave,  during  his  engagement  as  editor  of  the 
rarliamentary  Writs,  was  most  active  and  indefatigable  in  his  pursuits,  and  that 

co  . more  attentive  to  his  duties,  studied  more,  or  laboured  harden 
than  he,  previously  to 

tl103M;5'  Rreviouslg  t0  what?— Previously  to  the  order  for  sorting  and  arranging 
the  Miscellaneous  Records,  and  previous  to  his  appointment  as  a municipal  cor- 
poration commissioner;  he  was  there  frequently  from  nine  o’clock  to  five,  and 
worked  exceedingly  hard.  * 

3606.  After  he  became  a corporation  commissioner  you  do  not  apply  this 
emogium  ?— No,  I cannot  say  that  I can  conscientiously. 

3607.  In 
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T what  state  of  arrangement  are  the  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  Tower?  Thomas  D.  Hardy 
Ja.X-i  a”  arrangement  is  concerned,  very  good.  , T .. 

XlythTngbln'done  with  regard  to  those  records  lately  ?-Sir  Francis  6 =836- 

„ f L wfs  Srployed  to  make  calendars  and  arrange  those  records  and  I belreve 
« ^evenson  has  afso  been  stated  to  have  been  employed  to  do  so;  but  the  order 

arranging  ? ! should  say 

thl 3V1  f ThoCS  amnoT  anunged ' /-They are  all  arranged  in  classes 

f6\2  Well  arranged  ? — They  are  all  chronologically  arranged,  and  a good 
..ltndar  has  been  made  to  the  most  valuable  portion.  . ... 

ca8„g,  , Are  they  worth  making  a calendar  to  ?— I should  say  the  foreign  letters 
nod  state  papers  are  valuable  and  are  worth  calendaring  ; to  the  miscellaneous 
mUs  we  have  already  a very  good  calendar,  but  there  is  no  calendar  to  the  foreign 

let1t“ArtaePXe'calendars  good  ?-They  could  be  very  much  improved. 

,6  k.  What  has  the  board  done  to  improve  them  r--Nothing  at  a 1. 
a6i6  Have  you  seen  or  heard  of  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Cooper,  m which  he  states 
that  the  expense  of  forming  calendars  to  the  records  in  the  Tower  would  amount  to 
366,800  /. — I have  heard  of  such  an  estimate  certainly. 

3617.  Have  you  ever  formed  an  estimate  ?— Yes,  I have. 

3618.  Of  the  expense  required  to  form  this.  catalogue?-— Yes;  I have  a veiy 
correct  estimate,  at  least  I have  taken  great  pains  to  make  it  so. 

,610.  What  is  your  estimate  ?-ThePatentRolls  could  be  calendared  for  9, 666/., 

the  Close  Rolls  for  4,673/.,  the  Charter  Rolls  for  219/.  the  Fme  Rolls  for  3,819/ 
the  Vascon  for  605  /.,  the  Norman  for  368/.,  the  French  for  1,213  / the  Libeiate 
for  574/.,  all  which  sums' amount  to  21,077  /. ; the  Miscellaneous  Records  could 
be  calendared  for  2,640  /.,  and  the  Inquisitions  could  be  completed  for  1,650  /. ; 
making  a total  of  25,367 /.  ...  , , ,.  , „ . 

0620  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .']  What  is  the  basis  of  the  calculation  heie  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee?— The  time  of  three  clerks,  employed  300  days  mthe 
vear  eight  hours  a day,  each  clerk  paid  at  the  rate  of  2 s.  per  hour,  and  the 
editor  at  600  l.  per  annum.  To  arrive  at  the  result,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
ascertain  the  average  number  of  membranes  on  each  roll,  as  well  as  the  number 
of  instruments  upon  each  membrane,  and  then  to  find  how  long  it  would,  take  to 
calendar  one  membrane  of  each  of  the  different  series  of  rolls. 

3621.  Chairman .]  During  the  time  that  persons  have  been  employed  by  the 
commission  at  the  Tower  have  any  of  the  commissioners  been  there  to  super- 
intend ?—  1 recollect  Mr.  Protheroe  coming  there  twice  or  three  times  to  see  how 
the  sub-commissioners  or  editors  were  getting  on  with  their  works. 

3622.  Have  any  official  visits  been  paid?— I do  not  know  whether  you  could 

call  the  visits  of  Mr.  Protheroe  official.  . 

3623.  Any  besides?— I am  not  sure  that  Sir  Robert  Inglis  did  not  come  down 
once,  with  another  honourable  commissioner,  to  supervise  Mr.  Stevenson’s  opera- 
tions. Sir  Robert  Inglis  also,  I believe,  came  down  with  Mr.  Hallam  once,  tor 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  arrangement  of  our  records,  previously  to  drawing 
up  a report  to  the  board. 

3624.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  other  record  offices  ; have  you  ever  been 
j employed  in  searching  them  ? — Yes. 

3625.  For  what  purposes  ? — Legal  purposes, 
k 3626.  And  literary  also  ? — Yes. 

( 3627.  Have  you  searched  at  the  Rolls’  Chapel  ? — Yes,  I have. 

1 3628.  Are  the  complaints  that  have  been  made  of  the  fees  at  the  Rolls  Chapel 

well  justified  ; in  your  opinion  are  they  the  subject  of  justifiable  complaint  ?— -I 
think  that  the  fees  at  the  Rolls’  Chapel  are,  in  some  instances,  too  high  ; and  m 
others  I think  they  are  very  moderate,  when  compared  with  our  own. 

3629.  What  is  the  state  of  the  calendars,  and  what  are  the  facilities  of  search  m 

the  Rolls’  Office?— Speaking  as  a person  unconnected  with  a record  office,  I should 
say  the  calendars  were,  perhaps,  not  so  good  as  could  be  wished,  which  occasions 
a difficulty  in  searching  and  some  delay ; evils  that  could  be  remedied  it  the 
private  indexes  were  purchased  by  the  public,  and  the  office  placed  under 
Government.  . . , 

3630.  In  your  literary  and  legal  pursuits  have  you  found  inconvenimme^ana 
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Thomas  D.  Hardy,  undergone  expense,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  calendars  in  the  Rolls  > , 

. ' q'  on  various  occasions;  but  which  I must  attribute  to  the  system  and 

C May  1836.  officer8  of  the  establishment.  J ’ not  •«  the 

3631-  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  run 
—I  have  searched  there.  ^ umce? 

3632.  What  facilities  of  access  are  afforded  there  ?— You  can  hardlv  call 
facilities,  as  you  are  obliged  to  make  an  application  to  the  duchy  to  insna  t 
particular  record,  and  to  state  your  object,  which  is,  I believe,  communicat  a J’ 
the  council  of  the  duchy,  and  if  they  do  not  object,  you  are  allowed  to  search 
3033-  I hen  great  obstacles  are  interposed  in  the  way  of  searches  Yes- h ■ 

1 am  to  speak  from  my  own  experience,  I should  say,  that  with  resnect 
George  Harrison  and  Mr.  Abbott,  I have  never  experienced  any  difficult®  w n 
on  the  contrary,  eveiy  kindness  and  civility.  •>  dr  all> 

I do34'  D0  y°U  kn°W  the  State  °f  tlle  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office ?1 

3635-  In  what  state  were  they  in  Mr.  Caley’s  time  ?— In  nearly  as  bad  » „ . 
as  they  could  be.  J a s™ 

3636.  What  state  are  they  now  in  ? — I have  not  seen  them  since  Mr  Pnlc 
removed ; but  during  the  time  he  was  there  it  afforded  me  the  highest  satisfarf? 
to  observe  the  great  improvement  he  had  effected,  not  only  in  the  better  ana™ 
ment  of  the  records  in  his  custody,  but  also  in  their  being  made  so  much  Jl' 
accessible  than  they  were  during  Mr.  Caley’s  keepership.  more 

3»u  7'  ,Pa.ve  tou  ieard  of,  statem™t  made  respecting  the  division  of  son. 
a^charge  B m ^ °®Ce’  uncler  Mr-  Cole’s  arrangement  ? — I have  heard  of  such 

3638.  In  your  notion,  does  that  division  invalidate  the  documents »— I 
not  seen  the  division  to  which  you  allude,  and  therefore  cannot  say. 

3639.  A minister’s  account,  containing  five  or  six  monasteries,  being  vctv 
large  and  cumbersome,  and  continual  reference  wearing  out  the  first  membrane 
do  you  think  that  the  separation  of  each  portion  from  the  whole  document 
making  each  portion  a separate  roll,  and  numbering  them  consecutively  as  thev 
follow,  has  at  all  deteriorated  the  document  ?— If  there  were  a title  to  each 
division,  I should  say  certainly  not. 

3640.  The  title  being  placed  to  the  account  of  each  monastery  ?— If  there  were 
a title  to  each  division,  I do  not  see  any  objection  to  it. 

3641.  Does  that  mean  a contemporaneous  title?— Yes  ; of  course  I should  not 
approve  of  a modern  title.  Many  of  the  Patent  and  Charter  Rolls  have  been 
divided ; sometimes  there  are  as  many  as  eight  parts  to  a Patent  Roll,  and  many 
or  mem  without  either  a contemporary  or  modern  title. 

3642.  Do  you  know  the  Pipe  Office?— I have  often  searched  there. 

3043-  It  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Cooper  there  is  no  difficulty  in  finding-  any 
records  there ; should  you  agree  with  him  ? — I should  not. 

3!  r i The,difficulty°f  finding  records  there  is  very  great?— Yes;  in  searching 
ieie  lave  frequently  experienced  great  delays;  I have  found  it  necessary  sorae- 
jimes  _ ° go  down  into  the  vaults  to  assist  the  bag-bearer  in  looking  for  the  roll 
, reciim'ed-  I he  vaults  are  very  damp  and  unwholesome,  and  I should  think 
dangerous  to  health. 

3645.  Do  the  records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  require  arrange- ' ■ 

ment?— I should  say  they  did.  1 

3646.  Have  you  seen  specimens  of  Mr.  Cole’s  calendar  ?— Yes,  I have.  / 

3t>47-  % whom  were  they  shown  to  you?— In  the  first  instance  Mr.  Cooper 

showed  them  to  me. 

3648.  Did  he  express  any  opinion  of  them  ?— Yes ; he  told  me  they  were 
esteemed  by  himself,  and  all  competent  judges,  to  be  very  good  indeed,  and 
persons”16  ^ °-pinion  t*iem  5 * corroborated  the  opinion  given  by  other 

3d49-  Do  you  still  retain  that  opinion? — I have  a very  high  opinion  o,f  them; 
i sincerely  think  that  they  are  as  good  as  catalogues  can  be,  and  exceedingly 
usetul ; indeed  if  such  a plan  as  that  adopted  by  Mr.  Cole  were  generally 
joJ  lowed,  it  would  conduce  very  much  to  a knowledge  of  the  records,  and  assist  the 
Historical  inquirer  m his  researches. 

3650.  I believe  you  have  been  engaged  as  editor  of  several  works?— Yes, 

1 have,  of  several. 

365 The  publication  of  the  Close  Rolls  was  undertaken  in  consequence  of 

a plan 
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a plan  laid  by  yon  before  the  secretary  ?— Yes  ; the  same  plan  I had  previously  thm^mrdy, 
first  volume  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  wort  on  records ;?- 

is  it  mentioned  there  as  yours? — No,  I am  not  even  alluded  to,  nor  did 
I know "it  was  printed  until  Mr.  Cooper’s  work  was  published.  . 

,6e4.  In  what  manner  has  it  been  printed  ?-I  regret  to  say  very  incorrectly  ; 

.1  t feei  somewhat  aggrieved  that  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  submit  the  sheets  as  they 
mssed  through  the  press  to  my  revision,  for  I should  have  corrected  some  very 
glaring  errors  which  disfigure  that  portion  of  his  work,  and  which  I fear  may 

have  been  attributed  to  me.  B r , •.  ,, 

ogre  It  was  in  the  preface  of  the  Close  Rolls,  I believe,  that  you  defended  the 
iud°ment  of  Mr.  Cooper  in  originating  the  work,  in  a manner  that  appears  from 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Protheroe  rather  to  have  surprised  him ; what  was  that  owing 

t0  ? Mr.  Protheroe  has  to  myself  expressed  great  dissatisfaction  that  J had 

dedicated  the  work  to  the  secretary,  when  he  thought,  if  made  at  all,  such 
dedication  ought  to  have  been  addressed  to  the  board.  It  was  at  Mr.  Cooper  s 
earnest  request  that  I dedicated  the  work  to  him.  ’ 

3656.  Were  you  appointed  to  arrange  the  General  Report  to  His  Majesty  in  the 

place  of  Mr.  Webster  ? — I was.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  first  volume  of  the 
Close  Rolls  Mr.  Cooper  told  me  that  I was  to  have  what  he  called  a “ general 
retainer,”  and  the  first  thing  I was  to  do  was  to  arrange  the  General  Report  to  the 
King;  I believe  it  is  so  called.  I was  employed  upon  that  for  some  weeks  or 
some  months.  ’ . . 

3657.  In  what  state  did  you  find  it?— The  various  returns  made  by  different 
officers  were  put  into  my  hands  ; but  I could  not  do  much  until  I had  got  them 
•all  before  me. 

3658.  How  did  it  appear  to  you  that  Mr.  Webster  had  done  the  work  you  were 
to  take  up?— Mr.  Cooper  told  me  Mr.  Webster  had  been  appointed  by  Lord 
Brougham  to  fill  some  office  under  the  commissioners,  and  that  he  had  assigned 
the  General  Report  to  that  gentleman,  who  being  found  incompetent  to  the  task, 
after  one  twelvemonth’s  trial,  the  board  had  determined  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of 
a “ record  scholar that  was  the  expression  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  letter  to  me  on  the 
subject. 

3659.  Did  you  correct  the  press  of  the  Appendix  D.  to  the  Fcedera?  I did, 
a portion  of  it. 

3660.  Did  you  draw  up  a report  on  the  Fcedera? — I made  a very  long  and 
elaborate  report  thereon,  which  occupied  me  from  August  to  December. 

3661 . What  remuneration  did  you  receive  for  this  ? — I received  100?.  for  it. 

3662.  Did  this  occupy  you  entirely  during  that  time? — Yes,  entirely. 

3663.  What  was  the  object  of  this  report? — It  was  upon  the  inexpediency  of 
continuing  Rymer’s  Fcedera  upon  the  present  plan. 

3664.  Did  you  suggest  that  it  was  inexpedient? — I did.  Mr.  Cooper  had  my 
report,  which  he  says  is  lost.  I have  a rough  copy  of  it ; but  I did  not  bring  it 
with  me. 

3665.  Did  the  report  dwell  on  the  inexpediency  of  publishing  a continuation 
of  the  Fcedera  ? — Yes,  upon  the  plan  hitherto  adopted. 

3666.  What  has  been  done  with  this  report  ? — It  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Cooper 
for  the  board.  He  handed  it  to  Mr.  Black,  but  for  what  purpose  I cannot  pretend 


to  say. 

3667.  Have  you  seen  any  of  the  other  appendices  ? — There  was  one,  some  of 
the  sheets  of  which  I passed  through  the  press,  consisting  of  copies  of  documents 
that  came  from  the  Continent.  I found  them  so  incorrect,  that  I was  obliged  fre- 
quently to  refer  to  the  record  in  the  Tower  on  which  those  documents  were 
enrolled,  and  correct  them  accordingly. 

3668.  Those  are  the  documents  in  Appendix  C.  ? — The  appendix  you  hold  in 
your  hand. 

3669.  This  professes  to  be  taken  from  the  archives  of  Hamburgh  and  other 
foreign  cities?— Yes,  I believe  it  does. 

3670.  Have  you  compared  any  of  those  with  the  originals  in  the  Tower  ? — 
I was  obliged  to  compare  them  with  the  enrolment  in  the  Tower,  for  the  reason 
I have  just  stated. 

3671-  Do  you  find  them  enrolled? — Yes;  and  I was  thereby  able  to  correct 
many  defects  in  the  copies  sent  from  abroad. 

0,33.  R R 3672-  Then 
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Thomas  D.  Hardy,  3^ 72.  Then  the  documents  in  this  book  are  defective  copies  of  orio-inai  A 
Esq.  ments  enrolled  on  the  Tower  rolls? — Yes,  I should  say  that  such  transcript  °CU' 

to  Mr.  Cooper  were  defective  transcripts ; so  defective  indeed,  that  I \ Sent 

6 May  1836.  quently  obliged,  as  I have  before  stated,  to  refer  to  the  enrolments  and  ^it 
them  therewith.  c°Uate 

3673.  Then  the  documents  at  Hamburgh  and  the  Tower  enrolments 

rate,  were  equally  authentic?— Yes;  and  for  legal  purposes  I should  w 7 
enrolment  to  some  documents  appearing  to  be  originals.  1 er  t ie 

3674.  I mean  for  literary  purposes?— Yes.  In  such  cases  the  enrolment! 

equal  value  with  an  original.  ls  °f 

3675.  Can  you  conceive  the  utility  of  going  to  any  expense  in  printing  dn 
ments  copied  from  copies  in  Hamburgh,  when  an  equally  authentic  record  °CU" 
existing  in  England  ?— I should  decidedly  say  that  no  advantage  could  be  gai  vd 
Moreover,  I conceive  it  to  have  been  the  duty  of  Mr.  Cooper,  before  pri  f 
those  documents,  first  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  not  recorded  in  |n„]  f 
I think  every  person  possessing  any  knowledge  of  English  diplomas  would  kv 
known,  from  the  nature  of  most  of  the  instruments  in  question,  that  the  grPat ! 

* portion  must  have  passed  under  either  the  Great  or  Privy  Seal,  and  conspm.lT 
enrolled  upon  the  Rolls  of  Chancery.  ^ en% 

. 3676.  Sir  Robert  Inglis'.]  What  proportion  of  the  appendix  in  question  con' 
sists  of  copies  in  Hamburgh,  or  other  parts  of  the  Continent  ?— I ]lave  “I 
ascertained  the  exact  proportion,  but  I see  there  are  several ; for  instance  af 
page  16,  there  is  one  professing  to  be  from  a true  copy  at  Hamburgh,  which 
enrolled  upon  the  Patent  Rolls  of  Edward  the  4th. 

3677.  Chairman.']  Should  you  not  suppose,  from  the  character  of  these  docu 
ments  printed  in  that  book,  that  they  were  all  enrolled  on  the  Tower  Rolls’ 
Chapel  or  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  Office  ? — Yes,  I should  say  nearly  the  whole  of 
them  ; I cannot  say  every  one  of  them  without  a further  examination.  I see  two 
or  three  printed  in  the  appendix  which  I know  to  be  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  Office 

3678.  It  has  been  stated  that  one  of  the  rotuli  selecti  was  printed  at  your  own 
cost  ? — I certainly  did  offer  to  print  it  at  my  own  cost,  when  Mr.  Cooper  refused 
to  print  it  at  the  public  cost;  for  I considered  that  it  would  be  a merited  reflection 
upon  the  commissioners  if  they  allowed  so  large  and  expensive  a work  as  the 
Patent  Rolls  to  appear  without  the  roll  of  the  7th  of  John,  merely  because  it 
had  been  printed  in  the  rotuli  selecti,  where  it  ought  never  to  have  appeared. 

3679.  It  is  erroneous  if  it  has  been  stated  that  you  inserted  it  at  your  own 
expense  ?— I certainly  did  not  insert  it  at  my  own  expense.  Mr.  Cooper’s  reason 
for  changing  his  determination  is  best  known  to  himself. 


3680.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a school  of  young  transcribers  mentioned  in 
the  return  to  Parliament  ? — I have  heard  some  such  absurd  story,  but  can  scarcely 
credit  it.  J 

^^17v/r^°r7OU  n0^  know  °f  it? — I do  not.  There  are  a few  boys  employed 
under  Mr.  Black,  at  the  British  Museum,  to  make  transcripts  of  Rymer’s 
Collectanea.  Mr.  Cooper  has  applied  to  me,  by  letter,  requesting  me  to  nominate 
some  youths  for  that  task,  and  that  their  remuneration  was  to  be  40  l.  per  annum. 
I have  seen  Mr.  Black’s  clerks  copying  at  the  Museum  modem  transcripts. 

3682.  Do  you  think  those  persons  you  have  seen  at  work  would  require  an 

expensive  library  to  be  purchased  for  any  instruction  they  receive?— I should  say, 
decidedly  not.  J 

3683.  Have  you  had  the  use  of  any  books  of  the  commissioners  ? — I have  had 
a tew  that  belonged  to  the  old  commission,  which  were  taken  from  The  Speaker’s 
Callery ; and  when  I have  applied  for  others,  I was  told  by  Mr.  Cooper  that 
1 must  purchase  them  myself.  I was  therefore  compelled  to  buy  books  to  assist 
me  in  the  works  upon  which  I was  engaged  for  the  commissioners,  to  the  extent 
of  60  l.  or  70  1 


3684.  Can  you  give  any  account  of  the  works  sold  as  waste  paper  which  have 
been  published  by  the  commissioners  ?— I believe  I was  the  means  of  calling  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Cooper  to  that  much-to-be-regretted  transaction.  I bought  some 
myself  as  waste  paper,  and  several  of  my  friends  made  similar  purchases.  Sir 
I nomas  Phillips,  I believe,  bought  two  coach-loads.  I carried  to  Mr.  Cooper 
perfect  copy  of  the  Quo  Warranto  Rolls,  which  a friend  had  purchased,  with  merely 
the  covers  torn  off;  the  title-page  was  complete.  Upon  my  strongly  representing 
to  Mi.  Cooper  the  mischief  likely  to  ensue  on  account  of  this  waste  of  public 

property, 
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property)  I believe  he  immediately  wrote  to  or  called  upon  Baldwin  & Cradock  on  Tlwm,sV.  Hardy, 

tie fi«eeHave  you  any  reason  to  suppose  they  had  been  sold  by  the  booksellers  g May  1836. 

s6Si  naolr  t— The  sale  was  at  a shop  in  Walbrook ; there  were  heaps  of  them, 
as  -was16  • - 

^IfiS^You  they  could  have  been  copies  that  had  been  in  the 

3686.  * ®?  u.  „ d commi8sioner  ?— No,  there  were  several  ton ; and  though 

***  ** were  soid  at  s° much  per 

Whatwas  the  extent  of  them  2-1  should  use  the  word  immense. 

3688]  A room-full  ?-Yes;  Sir  Thomas  Phillips  bought  two  hackney-coaches 

fuU-68q  At  what  rate  were  they  sold  2-So  much  per  hundred  weight ; at  about 
4 d per  pound,  the  same  as  the  cheesemongers  pay  for  waste  paper. 

X The  Right  Honourable  Charles  W.  Williams  Wynn  ] When  was  this  2- 
ItS  at  the  commencement  of  March  1834  that  I first  called  Mr.  Coopers 
attention  to  the  sale,  but  which  had  been  going  on  for  some  time  duung 

F1Z'ybid  you  understand  how  they  had  come  there  2-1  understood  they 
were  some  works  of  the  old  commission,  which  were  not  wanted,  and  sent  there 
for  sale  to  save  the  cost  of  warehouse-room. 

f 3692.  They  did  not  give  you  any  account  ?— No  more  than  that  they  were 
sent  from  Messrs.  Baldwin  k Cradock  to  be  sold  for  waste  paper. 

3603.  Chairman.1  Are  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock  the  publishers  for  the 
commissioners  2— Yes  ; they  are  booksellers  and  publishers  to  the  commission. 

™ At  what  rate  were  you  paid  for  the  works  you  edited  ?-Two  guineas  a 

Is  that  less  than  any  other  editor  has  had  except  Mr.  Cole  2-1 Mo  not 
know- what  other  editors  have  .been  paid.  I was  paid  only  two  guineas  a sheet  for 
editorial  labour  on  works  in  folio,  and  150  l.  for  an  octavo  volume,  which  latter 
sum  is  the  same  as  every  other  editor  receives  for  similar  work. 

3606.  In  what  sheets  are  the  Close  Rolls  printed  ?— In  iolio. 

3607.  At  what  rate  were  you  paid  for  that  ? — Two  guineas  per  sheet. 

3608.  You  were  paid  two  guineas  a sheet  for  folio,  and  five  guineas  a sheet  lor 
octavo  1— Yes.  That  was  the  rate  of  emolument  other  editors  received. 

3699.  Have  your  works  been  suspended  2— Everyone  of  them,  even  those  on 

the  eve  of  completion.  „ , 

3700  What  reason  was  given  for  their  suspension  ?— There  have  been  various 
reasons  assigned  at  different  times  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  me  and  other  persons  ; there 
were  six  reasons  given : first,  that  my  brother  had  behaved  m an  indecorous 
manner  to  Mr.  Cooper;  secondly,  that  I asked  payment  for  my  preface ; 
thirdly,  that  there  were  not  sufficient  funds  to  continue  the  works  ; fourthly,  that 
I had  refused  to  give  up  the  transcripts  ; fifthly,  that  I had  written  him  imper- 
tinent letters  ; and  sixthly,  that  he  was  the  editor  appointed  by  the  board,  and 
that  I was  his  mere  employee.  If  the  Honourable  Chairman  will  be  kind  enough 
to  refer  to  my  memorials  presented  to  the  Record  Board,  he  will  see  that  the  tore- 
going  reasons  were  urged  by  Mr.  Cooper  as  the  cause  of  my  abrupt  dismissa  . 

3701.  Has  not  Mr.  Cooper  stated  in  a letter  to  you,  “ is  there  anywhere  m our 

correspondence,  official,  semi-official  or  otherwise,  any  document  showing  the 
scale  of  your  remuneration”  ?— Yes,  he  has,  and  I have  printed  Ins  letter  in  my 
supplemental  memorial,  which  I had  the  honour  of  sending  to  the  Record  Com- 
missioners. , , . . 

3702.  Does  not  that  denote  that  Mr.  Cooper  relied  upon  there  being  no  written 
record  of  any  agreement  between  you  ? — I could  not  possibly  understand  it  m. 
any  other  way* 


0-33- 


R R 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


316  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


JLunce,  9°  die  Maii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Bullet. 
Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis. 


Sir  George  Clerk. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridlev 
Mr.  Hawes. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


9 May  1836. 


Thomas  Duffrn  Hardy,  Esq.,  called  in , and  further  Examined. 

T.D.  Hardy,  Esq.  37°3-  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  any  further  information  to  give  the  CnnWn 

respecting  the  calendaring  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  ?-In  order  Z 1 

calculations  of  the  cost  of  calendaring  the  records  in  the  Tower  mar  mt? 
misunderstood  I beg  leave  to  say  that  my  estimate  refers  to  all  the^ecjy 
in  that  repository  that  are  worth  calendaring,  in  which  descriotion  r a ° * 
include  the  Chancery  proceedings,  for  two  reasons ; first,  because  ther  T 

SS:ldrC°trte^  ands.econdly,  there  already  exists  a calendar  of  them 
quite  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes.  It  will  be  seen  that  me 
including  the  Miscellaneous  Records,  amounts  to  25,367  l ; whilst  that 
secretary  for  calendaring  the  series  of  Chancery  rolls  and  those  onlv  all  a 
to  51,35°  l- ; doubling  the  amount  of  my  calculation,  and  yet  not  indudiiw  tfi 
Miscellaneous  Records,  which  mine  does.  Upon  what  date  Mr.  CoopSJ* 
at  so  extraordinary  a result  as  that  of  366,800  I.  for  calendaring  the  reel*  i! 
the  Towel  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  or  guess,  as  it  is  my  opinion  tint  all 
ini  -m  the  Tower,  which  can  fairly  be  denominated  aslaluable  mav 

loa  ““'dy  calendared,  be  even  printed  for  less  than  100,000 1 ■ ’ 

. ^ f iil°ni,mean  t iat  tK''  "'hole  °f  the  records  in  the  Tower  with  the  eicen 

rZ  1 w^psr06^ could  be  printed  &r  the  sum  °f  ioo-°oou- 

alreadlorintUedC)alCllllfr°m  ^e,  ®Pen3°  °f  P™ting  those  that  have  beer 
cSLl  m!  b 7 S°;  A?d.Smce;Jlf  1 nSh%  understand  the  honourable 

to  theTlwellltS  hf  1 m m !vldencethat  tlle  MisceUaneous  Records 
thl -i 1 i j th  most  valuable  and  numerous  records  in  that  repository  and 
that  it  would  cost  upwards  of  300,000 1.  to  calendar  them,  although  according  to 
my  estimate  those  records  maybe  calendared  at  a cost  under  3,000  l theChan- 
cery  proceedings,  as  I have  before  stated,  not  coming  under  that  designation 
and  having  already  a sufficient  calendar  ; I feel  it  my  to  nut  tk  cZ’ 

helper  Z thlrelorff  Sir  ^cis  Palglave  was  appointed 

Towel  Ir  blrL  t Chapter-house,  and  thereby  removed  from  the 
Sir  Francis'  Palarave  t 'l  ™e  t0  ,mdortake  the  task  that  had  been  assigned  to 
of  the  P T“  my,  mf°rminS  Mr.  Cooper  that  no  arran|ement 

Jecords^  had ? the  Tower  was  squired,  as  the  keeper  of  the 
i.th,at  was  necessary,  and  that  the  greater  portion. 
“LtLsiTalciTl T tworth]tlle‘lme  and  cost  of  calendaring;  he  stated,, 
to  certain  If  tb  P lgl'aTe  J13-11  said  s0  much  about  our  Miscellaneous  Records 
Pal“a  S wouId  not  d°  *°  contradict  Sir  Francis- 

other  person  must  l ’ an  dlat '!  * were  unwilling  to  undertake  the  task,  some- 
commenced  I tl1  appointed  to  complete  what  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  had 
qualified0  to  cnlend^w  recommende?  Mr.  Stevenson,  a gentlemL  highly 
Mr.  Stevenson  lias  also  t P3?^1011  ^rbich  I considered  worth  calendaring, 
narative  worthless  f under3tand,  represented  to  Mr.  Cooper  the  com- 
(0ff?,os‘of  tlle  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  Tower, 
which  I under -ta  ,i  '1  C ? 7 r'  ®fevenson,  I beg  leave  to  correct  a statement 
lolds  wHe?aS,  been  made  relatiTC  to  ‘bat  gentleman,  as  one  of  the 

fameW  th?fTeb  b d « WaS  aPPomted  a sub-commissioner  in  April  last; 
amely,  that  he  has  had  the  custody  of  some  of  the  records  in  the  Tower.  In 

justice 
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. Mr  Petrie  to  whom  alone  such  custody  belongs,  I feel  it  incumbent  T.  D.  Hardtr.  tw- 

justice  t0  *V1 ; , that  no  such  custody  of  the  records  was  ewer  transferred  or  — — 

Up0Sto  Mr  Stevenson,  any  further  than  that  he  received  such  records  as  he  9 May  .1* 

wlted  upon  receipts  for  the  same ; the  return  of  which  records  was  also 
^Vnowledged  in  writing  by  the  record  clerk  to  whom  it  was  restored. 

8 0706  Do  you  know  anything  respecting  the  con-ectness  of  a statement  that 
, afbeen  made,  that  after  the  printing  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiastic^  a portion  of 
!he  materials  for  that  work  was  found  m the  Augmentation  Office . I have 
W of  such  a statement,  and  I have  seen  the  portion  that  has  been  found.  _ 

' o-o7  It  has  been  stated  by  an  evidence  who  has  been  examined  before  this 
Committee  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter,  that  that  document,  so  said  to  be  a portion 
of  riTvalor  was  not  a portion  of  it,  and  ought  not  to  have  entered  into  the 
work-  are  you  able  to  give  the  Committee  any  information  or  opinion  upon 
have  seen  the  portion  that  has  been  found,  and  compared  it  with  the 
iiortion  printed  in  the  supplemental  volume  ; and  I am  of  opinion  that,  had  the 
Lrtion  found  by  Mr.  Cole  been  known  at  the  time  when  the  supplemental 
volume  was  in  progress,  it  ought  to  have  been  printed  in  preference  to  what 
was  printed.  My  reason  for  thinking  so  is,  that  many  portions  of  the  volume 
in  question  are  printed  from  documents  which  appear  to  be  originals,  and 

similar  to  that  portion  found  by  Mr.  Cole. 

3708.  The  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  was  compiled,  I believe,  from  certain  returns  . 

yes 

0700.  The  document  called  the  Valor  may  therefore  be  considered  as  a 
compilation  from  those  original  returns  ?— Yes ; I should  say  that  the  Valor 
Ecclesiasticus  preserved  in  the  First  Fruits  Office  is  the  Exchequer  record  or 
enrolment  of  the  various  original  returns  to  the  King  s commissioners. 

3710.  Mr.  Hunter’s  opinion  was,  as  far  as  I can  now  recollect  it,  that  the 
document  found  by  Mr.  Cole,  being  one  of  the  original  returns, . ought  not  to 
have  entered  into  the  printing  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  which  was  a print 
from  the  compilation  from  those  returns,  and  not  the  returns  themselves. 

I understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Hunter  is  not  correct  in  his  view  of  the 
printed  work,  for  the  printed  work  did  not  confine  itself  to  the  document 
properly  called  the  Valor,  but  reprinted  many  of  the  originals  upon  which  that 
Valor  was  found  ? — Yes ; it  is  my  impression  that  many  of  the  returns  printed 
in  the  supplemental  volume  were  original  returns.  No  portion  whatever  of 
the  supplemental  volume  is  known  to  exist  in  the  First  Fruits  Office.  The 
whole  of  the  supplementary  volume  seems  to  have  been  printed  from  the 
original  returns  or  contemporaneous  copies  preserved  in  the  Chapter  House  and 
the  Augmentation  Office. 

3711.  Then  the  objection  of  Mr.  Hunter  would  apply  to  several  of  the  docu- 
ments printed  by  the  commissioners? — ’Yes;  nearly  to  all  of  them  in  that 
volume. 

3712.  If  those  ought  to  have  been  printed,  this  ought  to  have  been  -Yes  ;, 
for  it  is  more  ample  and  important  in  its  details  than  what  has  been  printed, 
and  which  seems  to  be  only  a contemporaneous  copy,  or  full  abstract  of  the 
very  original  return  lately  brought  to  light  by  Mr.  Cole. 

3713.  Mr.  Pusei/.']  Is  there  not  a powder  magazine  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  records  in  your  custody  ? — There  is  in  the  vaults  under  Caesar’s  chapel  in- 
the  White  Tower,  and  over  which  magazine  all  the  Chancery  proceedings  are 
deposited. 

3714.  Do  you  not  think  that  powder  is  a very  dangerous  neighbour  to  the 
records  ?— I do,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as  I have  been  in  the  maga- 
zine, that  if  an  explosion  were  to  take  place,  a great  part  of  London  would 
suffer ; I think  the  shock  would  be  felt  as  far  as  St.  Paul’s  cathedral,  the  walls 
of  the  magazine  being  so  thick,  and  their  resistance  proportionably  great. 

3715.  If  those  records  were  destroyed,  is  there  any  other  copy  in  existence 
by  which  they  could  be  supplied? — None ; they  however  are  the  least  valuable 
of  the  records  in  the  Tower. 

3716.  Then  you  have  other  records  more  valuable? — Yes;  in  the  Wake- 
field tower,  or  octagon  room. 

3717.  Which  would  be  equally  destroyed? — Certainly. 

371 8.  Those  other  records  are  some  of  them  most  valuable  ? — Yes,  I consider 
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T.  D.  Hardy,  Esq.  them  the  most  valuable  in  the  kingdom ; and  no  copies  of  them  exist  sa 

printed  by  the  Record  Commission.  5 ve  ^hose 

9 May  1836.  3719.  Chairman .]  The  Committee  asked  you  some  questions  resnenK 

document  printed  in  Appendix  D.  from  the  archives  of  the  city  of  Hamh  S ’ 
it  can  hardly  be  said  that  either  copy  is  original,  because  the  documents '^! 
Tower  are  enrolments  of  letters  sent  to  foreign  princes  ? — Letters  to  f"*  ^ 
princes  and  states  are  certainly  enrolled  upon  the  Chancery  Rolls 

3720.  Both  may  be  said  to  have  equal  authenticity,  as  regards  matt 

history  ?— Yes ; either  an  original  instrument  or  its  enrolment  would  . „of 
useful  to  the  historian.  “e  e1«% 

3721.  Had  you  or  any  person  acquainted  with  the  records  of  this  cm 

been  sent  to  Hamburgh  to  search  the  archives  there,  would  w 
immediately  have  known  from  the  nature  of  the  documents,  that  thev  BOt 
enrolled  at  the  Tower  of  London  or  in  the  Town-clerk’s  Office  Yes  or inflf 
Rolls  Chapel ; the  very  nature  of  the  instruments  in  question  must  have  sb  * 
that  they  passed  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  and  consequently  °™ 
recorded  either  upon  the  Patent,  Charter,  or  Close  rolls.  4 y were 

3722.  Sir  Robert  Inglisi]  Do  you  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that tl 
document  transcribed  at  Hamburgh  is  or  is  not  the  original,  in  the  liters 
sense  of  the  word,  irrespectively  of  its  value  as  evidence  in  an  English  court  f 
law  ?— I see  that  many  of  the  instruments  printed  in  Appendix  C.  purport  to 
be  taken  from  copies  of  documents  which  are  not  originals  ; those  taken  from 
ascertained  originals  would  be  equally  authentic  with  those  in  London 

3723.  Either  in  a literary  or  a legal  point  of  view  ?— Yes. 

3724.  Chairman .]  But  many  of  these  documents  are  not  even  stated  to  be 
originals,  but  are  stated  to  be  taken  from  copies  ? — So  I understand  by  the 
different  titles  placed  at  the  commencement  of  those  instruments : whererer 
there  appears  to  be  an  original  document,  it  is  headed  “ Esc  orig.  ■"  when  it  is  1 
copy,  it  is  “ Ex  copiali,  Sfc. and  there  are  several  instances  of  that  kind.  I 
apprehend  that  only  those  headed  “Ex  orig."  were  copied  from  original  docu- 
ments, and  that  the  rest  were  taken  from  copies. 

Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

r.  Thomson,  Esq.  3725*.  YOU  are  a sub-commissioner  of  the  Record  Commission,  are  you 
not  ? — I was,  under  the  former  commission.  I believe  I have  had  no  renewal 
of  that  appointment  by  the  present  commission,  though  I have  had  a good  deal 
of  correspondence  with  them. 

3726*.  Are  you  keeper  of  the  records  in  Scotland  ? — I am  the  deputy  of  the 
lord  clerk  registrar  of  Scotland,  who  is  the  head  of  the  department.  I was 
appointed  in  I8O7. 

3727*.  In  that  capacity,  have  you  the  custody  of  the  records  of  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland  ? I should  not  call  it  the  custody  of  the  records ; I have 
the  control  and  superintendence  of  those  who  have  the  custody  of  the  records. 

3728*.  Where  are  the  records  kept  ?— In  a building  erected  in  Edinburgh' 
for  the  national  records,  and  for  the  public  records  belonging  to  the  different 
courts  of  justice. 

3729*.  Is  that  the  great  registry  office? — Yes,  that  is  where  the  lord  regis- 
trar resides. 

3730*.  Are  all  the  records  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  kept  in  that  building? 
—There  they  ought  to  be  kept,  and  the  records  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland 
are  kept  there ; but  in  every  shire,  and  in  every  borough,  there  are  record 
offices  which  contain  certain  classes  of  local  records  applicable  to  the  parti- 
cular district. 

3731*.  For  instance,  all  state  documents,  and  that  class  of  records? — All 
state  documents  ought  to  be  in  that  general  repository. 

3732*-  Aie  the  records  of  the  courts  of  law  kept  there? — All  the  records 
of  the  supreme  courts  of  law,  the  ancient  records  of  Parliament,  and  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  of  committees  or  commissions  emanating  from  Parliament, 
aie  there  or  ought  to  be  there;  and  the  various  classes  of  records  belonging  to 
private  rights,  particularly  the  records  of  the  supreme,  civil  and  criminal 
courts,  are  deposited  there,  and  certain  records  of  private  rights  are  deposited 
there.  r 0 

3733*  What 
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xvhat  is  the  character  of  the  building ; is  it  a proper  building  for  the  1 

3733  • the  whole,  it  is:  it  is  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  contain  a 
records ; it  is  divided  into  many  small  apartments,  nearly  fire-proof ; 
gF?  hrash  there  is  a considerable  mass  of  records  in  the  central  part  of  the 
a”i-r?nt  fire-proof,  yet  the  hazard  is  so  remote  that  very  little  fear  is  enter- 
■ a fhmit  them.  It  is  a general  saloon  for  the  whole  edifice,  and  contains 
»nydoffices  besides ; there  are  50  or  60  offices  of  different  kinds  contained  in 

‘^^‘offices  connected  with  the  records  ?-Connected  with  the  courts  of 
1 3 nil  the  clerks  of  the  court  Of  session,  the  clerks  of  criminal  courts,  the 
keepers  of  the  great  seal,  the  privy  seal  and  the  signet,  the  reg.ster  of  se.sins, 
and  various  other  classes. 

ovst*  When  was  the  building  commenced  ?— It  was  commenced,  1 dare 
,„70  years  ago,  but  it  remained  in  an  unfinished  state  for  20  years,  and  the 
Sding  was  brought  into  actual  use  in  17S9  or  1790 ; I think  so.  There  are 
rpnorts  to  Parliament  in  which  all  these  details  are  given,  particularly  m the 
general  report  of  a Select  Committee  in  1800,  and  printed,  which  contains  every 
information  that  could  be  desired  as  to  the  work  done. 

3736*.  Is  the  expense  of  the  building  stated  there  ? — Yes,  as  it  then  existed ; 
but  since  then  a large  addition  has  been  made  to  it. 

0707*  Can  you  tell  the  Committee,  in  round  numbers,  what  the  expense  of 
the Completion  of  the  building  has  been  ’—The  original  expense,  as  stated  m 
the  report,  amounted  to  37,000  /.  and  upwards.  There  were  some  small  sums 
siven  for  completing  particular  parts  of  it,  but  ultimately,  in  consequence  or 
the  great  want  of  accommodation,  an  arrangement  was  made,  and  sanctioned 
by  Parliament,  by  which  certain  fees  received  in  the  office,  under  the  Act  ot 
57  Geo.  3,  payable  into  the  Exchequer,  were  devoted  to  the  completion  ot  the 
building  as  originally  planned ; under  two  Acts,  the  power  of  letaining  those 
fees  was  given  to  the  lord  clerk  registrar,  and  a certain  number  of  commission- 
ers, the  heads  of  the  courts,  to  retain  those  fees  till  they  amounted  to  50,000  /. 

to  complete  the  building.  ......  . 

3738*.  Do  you  mean  that  87,000  /.  has  been  expended  on  the  building  i1— 
Not  so  much;  because  those  fees  came  in  in  very  small  sums,  2,000/.  a year, 
or  something  less  or  something  more  ; and  as  the  completion  of  the  building 
was  a matter  of  great  urgency,  arrangements  were  made  for  borrowing  money 
upon  the  faith  of  those  Acts  of  Parliament,  upon  which  interest  has  been  run- 
ning, and  not  more  than  40,000/.  has  been  expended  upon  these  additional 
buildings. 

3739*.  I wanted  in  round  numbers  the  total  cost  of  the  building  in  its  pre- 
sent state  ?— In  round  numbers,  a little  exceeding  the  actual  amount;  about 


eu,uuui. 

3740*.  In  what  state  of  arrangement  are  the  records  there  ? — I think  they 
are  in  a state  of  perfect  accessibility  ; they  are  arranged  systematically ; and 
different  parts  of  the  building  are  appropriated  to  different  records,  and  many 
of  them  are  very  numerous.  _ ^ 

3741*.  Are  the  rooms  in  which  they  are  contained  light  and  commodious  r 
—Perfectly  so. 

3742*.  Are  the  documents  arranged  according  to  their  classes  : — Yes;  and 
according  to  their  chronology. 

3743*.  Are  they  so  arranged  as  that  the  arrangement  itself  points  out  pretty 
nearly  where  a document  is  to  be  found  ? — I should  think  most  certainly ; they 
are  resorted  to- every  day,  and  those  that  have  the  custody  of  them  can  produce 
any  document  upon  the  shortest  possible  notice.  • 

3744*.  Are  there  good  calendars  or  indexes  to  them  ? — To  some  of  them 
there  are,  to  others  not.  The  formation  of  calendars  at  an  earlier  period  was 
very  much  neglected ; of  later  years,  since  I have  had  the  honour  of  residing 
there,  I may  say  greater  care  has  been  taken  in  the  formation  of  the  calendars, 
with  a view  to  make  their  accessibility  as  complete  as  their  nature  admits  of. 

3745*-  The  arrangement  itself  supplies,  in  the  first  instance,  to  a certain 
degree,  an  index  ? — The  arrangement  is  in  30  or  32  apartments,  and  the  same 
class  of  records  may  occupy  three  or  four  apartments ; one  of  the  greatest 
records  we  have  is  carried  back  as  far  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  which  con- 
sists of  very  long  series  of  volumes:  all  those  are  nlaced  together  in  one  laige 
0.33.  r r 4 ‘ gallery  J 
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iF.  Thomson, 'Esq.  gallery  ; the  documents  themselves  are  arranged  in  a suite  of  small  ana 

five  or  six  in  number,  in  perfect  order.  " rtrnents> 

May  l8a®-  3746*.  For  legal  purposes,  do  the  calendars  that  exist  afford  sufficipnf  • 

mation  ?— I think  pretty  nearly  so.  ni  lnfor- 

3747*.  Are  the  names  of  the  grantors  of  estates  given  ? — With  resn 
those  where  there  are  grantors  and  grantees,  I think  the  indexes  and  cal  t0 
are,  not  absolutely  but  reasonably,  complete  ; in  more  recent  times,  I 2? 
think  they  are  quite  complete ; tor  example,  the  records  of  the  great  m » 
Scotland,  the  renewal  of  grants  from  the  Crown  of  land  rights,  must  nece*  1 
be  frequently  referred  to  for  the  transmission  of  property  to  father  and  s * ■ 
those  are  accessible  in  the  easiest  and  shortest  way.  ' on  ’ a'l 

3748*.  Have  you  an  index  of  names? — Yes. 

3749*.  Have  you  an  index  of  the  properties  ?— No,  not  of  that  nartir  1 
record,  nor  indeed  almost  of  any  of  them.  It  has  been  my  duty  to  comm  ' 
the  formation  of  indexes  of  that  sort,  and  a good  deal  has  been  done  • and  °C' 
ticularly  with  regard  to  the  great  records  and  deeds  I have  mentioned  ’a  rev?' 
system  of  indexing  has  been  commenced  which  gives  the  names  of  the  Dirt- 
grantor  and  grantee,  and  the  general  nature  and  character  of  the  instrument 
3750*.  Out  of  what  fund  has  the  expense  of  making  those  indexes  he 
paid  ?— This  particular  index  I have  just  been  speaking  of,  the  reeister  f 
.deeds,  has  been  defrayed  latterly  entirely  by  the  keeper  of  the  records  of 
whose  salary  there  was  a parliamentary  adjustment  about  10  or  15  years  avo 
and  in  the  adjustment  then  made,  besides  curtailing  what  had  been  the  m 
vious  expenses,  there  was  imposed  upon  him  the  duty  of  formino-  indexes 
Prior  to  that  there  had  been  no  general  arrangement  of  that  sort,  and  in  order 
to  bring  up  the  indexes  to  that  period,  I recollect  the  Record  Commission  of 
that  day  made  a small  grant.  The  documents  are  at  home,  but  it  was  tu 
subject  of  a good  deal  of  discussion. 

3751*.  Since  the  existence  of  the  present  commission  have  you  received 
any  pecuniary  aid  from  it  to  assist  you  in  the  formation  of  indexes  P— Since  the 
commission  that  now  exists  no  grant  has  been  made,  except  a grant  to  dis- 
charge a debt  existing  at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  which  consisted  of  a 
considerable  sum  for  index-making,  and  a very  great  work  that  had  been  in 
progress  for  the  last  15  y ears,  the  Registry  of  Seisins. 

3752*.  The  work  of  indexing  has  been  going  on  since  the  year  1831,  as 
well  as  before  r— That  particular  work  of  indexing.  In  June  1831  the  com- 
missioners intimated  to  me  to  suspend  proceedings  upon  that  index  the 
Register  of  Seisins,  till  further  orders.  I have  explained  to  the  commissioners 
why  1 felt  myself  warranted,  and  in  some  degree  compelled,  on  my  own  autho- 
rity and  at  my  own  risk,  to  continue  the  formation  of  that  index  and  abridg- 
ment, and  it  has  been  continued  nearly  to  the  present  time.  At  the  date  of 
its  suspension  there  was  a considerable  advance  made  in  this  work  on  my  own 
authority  with  the  consent  of  the  lord  registrar,  and  at  a considerable  ex- 
pense,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  late  commission,  and  carried  on  down  to 
the  date  of  the  present  commission. 

3753*  Sir  Robert  H.  Ingli$.~\  Is  there  any  index  in  England  analogous  to 
index  of  seisins  in  Scotland  ? — Excepting  your  two  register  counties, 
Middlesex  and  Yorkshire,  there  is  not. 


3754*-  You  do  not  know  whether  there  be  any  other  in  England? — I am 
perfectly  ignorant  of  any  other. 

t ,3755  *•  Chairman .]  Have  you  formed  calendars  of  the  records  of  seisins?— 
I began  an  abridgment  in  a particular  form  as  far  back  as  I78I,  which  was 
deemed  sufficient,  as  comprehending  the  period  within  which  every  search  of 
that  kind  is  usually  limited. 

i ^av.e  y°u  completed  it  ?— It  is  in  manuscript,  completed  down  to 

lbdO,  and I considerably  more  advanced  for  the  succeeding  years.  In  consequence 
of  the  undertaking  having  become  rather  oppressive  upon  myself  individually, 
and  the  arrangement  being  completed  by  the  present  commissioners  or  the 
(jovernment,  I have  abstained  from  finishing  it,  and  it  is  the  subject  of  a 
pretty  Jong  report  I have  made  to  the  commissioners,  and  an  additional  report 
I have  been  preparing  at  home.  I have  brought  with  me  a specimen  of  the 
work,  and  shall  be  very  well  pleased  to  exhibit  it.  This  record  of  seisins  was 
established  as  far  hack  as  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century.  It  was  con- 
sidered necessary  at  that  time  for  the  accommodation  of  the  country  to  have 

separate 
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in  ,0  or  20  different  districts,  comprehending  entire  counties  T.  Thomson,  E,g. 
separate  records  besides  that,  it  became  competent  to  the  parties  to  8 - 

or  parts  of  counties  ; but  besides^  that^t  1 ^ t/fee  kept  aa  t of  the  9 

record  all ■ **“ f Session  ; but  all  of  them  were  made  transmissible  to  the 
records  of  the  C™"  of  the’lor[1  registrar  ; that  is  done  by  a process  called 
registry  ‘“^e  yolumes  are  prepared  and  docqueted  in  a particular  way  by 
marking-  A1  . one  ofi his  deputies ; formerly  there  was  a deputy 

the  lord  cleI^/ef'S‘™nted  for  that  special  purpose,  but  since  the  appointment 

always  expressly  appo  ntea  1 V ^ d t t0  examine  those  books 

of  *be tom  bl"  are  sent  into  the7  country  to  the  different 
and  subscribe  ; filled  up  they  must  be  reported  to  the  lord  clerk 

teeP“;  „!■„  other  words,  transmitted  into  his  office;  those  volumes  in  that 
registra  > collected  into  the  general  repository,  and  it  is  there  chiefly 

^eyam^h^sub^ffiof^investigation^and  research  by  all  those  who  have  any 

traa7S7*°Those  are  regi^ers  of  all*  transactions  connected  with  landed  property  ? 

^instrument  of  any  transaction,  no  deed  affecting  real  property  m Scot- 
, j ;s  effectual  against  third  parties  without  being  recorded  in  tins  legi 
ar mited  time  When  these  registries  were  first  established  the  numbe 

f Sion  “n  Scotland  was  ver/small  comparatively,  and  the  want  of  regular 
■foelo? ^offier  modes  of  faciling  searches  did  not  appear  to .be iseverely 
fplt  • but  however,  before  my  connexion  with  the  records  of  Scotland,  it 
came  a'veryserious  grievance,  as  the  search  must  go  back  for  40  years  and 

75S*  ^I^the  registering  all  transactions  relating  to  landed  property  in 
Scotland  alternatively  at  the  option  of  the  parties  in  the  district  Record  Office 
or°n  the  Register  Record  Office  in  Edinburgh  ?-Yes ; my  own  belief  is  that  in 
the  original  construction  of  the  Act  the  principle  was  this,  that  where  the  pro- 
perty was  entirely  situated  in  one  of  the  20  districts,  that  the  registration  should 
be  in  that  district;  but  as  individual  estates  often  extend  over  the  different 
counties,  it  was  thought  convenient  to  have  a general  register  in  which  the 
whole  might  become  recorded  ; however,  in  practice  it  has  become  general  to 
record  thie  those  that  apply  to  one  district,  and  where  the  disti let  is  sma  ^ 
for  example,  some  of  the  small  counties  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  whe  e 
the  search  for  40  years  would  not  extend  over  more  than  20  volumes,  y°“ 
still  go  to  the  general  register  to  extend  your  search  ovei  1>*00  01 
lames.  To  meet  that  difficulty  various  plans  were  suggested ; but  at  iast  the 
one  I adopted  was  to  throw  the  whole,  both  general  and  particular,  into  local 
arrangement,  and  to  arrange  each  particular  class  m exact  chronological  older, 
blending  the  two  together  by  proper  references  to  the  record,  either  general 
or  particular,  and  thus  stating  all  the  particulars  necessary  to  be  known  in  the 
investigations,  and  directing  to  the  particular  record  wherever  it  was  desired, 
and  facilitating  the  process  by  a set  of  alphabetical  indexes  of  the  persons  and 
places  mentioned  in  tile  abridgment ; the  result  of  which  I hope  to  be  this, 
that  what  occupied  a fortnight,  or  three  weeks,  or  a month  will  be  accom- 
plished  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  or  a very  short  period  indeed ; that  work 
was  began  by  me  in  1821  or  1822  ; it  was  taken  up  by  the  late  Record  Gomnus- 
sion  in  1824- ; from  that  period  down  to  its  dissolution  they  continued  to  furnish 
the  funds  to  complete  it.  . • 

37 cq*.  Do  you  mean  that  down  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  commission 
they  furnished  the  funds?— From  1824  annually,  down  to  1830,  the  whole  of 
the  expense  was  defrayed  by  that  board. 

3760*.  To  what  amount  ?— It  amounted  to  rather  more  than  800  L,  oryoo  L, 
or  1,100  l.  a year. 

3761*.  For  six  years? — Yes.  . , . . _ 

3762*.  Sir  Robert  Irtglis .]  A portion  of  the  expense  incurred  having  oeen 
since  defrayed  by  the  existing  commission? — That  portion  of  the  expense 
that  had  been  incurred  for  one  year,  up  to  1st  April  1831,  was  defrayed  y 
the  present  commission,  and  there  is  an  additional  three  months,  01  a quai  er, 
which  went  on  before  that  order  of  suspension  was  issued.  The  pui pose  o 
0.33.  ss 
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T.  Thomson,  Esq.  those  abridgments  and  indexes  was  to  facilitate  the  searches  in  the  offi 

there  was  never  any  design  to  publish  them  as  a work,  generally 

the  countrv  : hilt  it  n/’f’llri'Pil  tn  me  thn  hrom.o  of ! 1 A;  1 1 ■ J : L'. 


9 May  1836. 


unig,.  U.  puuusi.  mem  as  a wotk,  generally,  " 

the  country  ; but  it  occurred  to  me  the  business  of  examining  those  "to 
ments  would  be  immensely  facilitated  by  having  a few  copies  printed  f f 
particular  purpose.  If  that  had  not  been  done,  I saw  the  necessity  of  i-  1 
five  or  six  copies  of  this  voluminous  work,  and  I thought  the  additional  e”™”8 
of  printing  would  not  be  so  great  as  to  counterpoise  the  benefit.  Spense 

3763*.  How  many  copies  did  you  print  ?— Twenty-four. 

3764*.  For  what  purpose  ?-For  those  who  cameto  the  office  to  consult  the  re  j 
3765*.  Why  was  it  necessary  for  one  office  to  have  more  than  one  cmt  ' 
Because  in  the  office  there  are  10  or  11  persons  making  searches  It  'P 


— ...  = a.c  IV  Ui  11  pel  sous  maxing  searches.  It 

source  of  a very  large  revenue  to  the  Exchequer.  I have  seen  SO  or 
sons  at  work.  At  present  they  are  employed  under  the  old-fashioned  w»v  .P'r' 
Dart  of  it  is  nut  into  actual  usp  • iViPr^  ar«  on  ox  ~_i  • J > no 


; -y:r . — . cuipiujrcu  unuer  me  oia-iasmoned  wav 

part  of  it  is  put  into  actual  use  ; there  are  20  or  25  persons  making  se^i 
under  the  present  imperfect  mode;  it  was  intended  to  place  these  con, V ' 
them  reach,  and  that  they  should  be  put  into  print  to  save  the  greater  exnp 
of  making  several  copies  of  so  very  extensive  a work,  the  accuracy  of  wl?? 
could  not  be  so  well  secured  without.  I have  stated  that  up  to  the  1st  of 
1831,  from  1824  to  1831,  the  late  Record  Commissioners  paid  the  enti" 
expense  of  that  work.  F entlre 

3766*.  What  has  been  done  by  the  present  Record  Commission  besides  nav 
nig  part  of  the  debt  incurred  before  it  came  into  existence  for  this  work?-_in 
the  month  of  June  or  July  1831,  within  three  months  after  the  date  I have  last 
mentioned,  they  issued  an  order  to  suspend  further  proceeding;  till  furtlipr 
order,  and  they  withdrew  their  support  from  the  work  - but  as  I bad  not  be«m, 
it,  neither  did  I feel  myself  bound  to  discontinue  it,  on  my  own  authority  P,- 
didl.  lhere  were  12  persons  employed  upon  it  at  small  salaries,  whom  I 
educated  for  the  work,  and  to  throw  them  loose  at  once,  I could  not  contem 
plate  it,  and.  consequently  they  were  continued,  on  the  understanding  that  I 
was  the  person  solely  responsible  to  indemnify  them,  and  in  consequence  of 
my  own  dilatory  proceeding  in  not  applying  more  speedily  to  thecommis- 
s. oners,  1 have  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  entire  responsibility  for  that  work. 

3767 . Wh,atever  exPense  has  been  incurred  by  you  has  been  upon  your  own 
responsibility? — Yes  ; by  me  solely.  J 

3 768*.  Do  you  not  expect  that  the  Record  Commission  will  defray  theexpenses  ? 

I he  Record  Commission  were  kind  enough  to  receive  my  statements  last 
Saturday  se  enmghl  upon  the  subject,  and  though  they  stated  that  their  present 
funds  did  not  enable  them  to  defray  the  expense,  they  would  aid  me  in  an 
application  to  the  Government  for  that  purpose,  and  with  that  view  I was 
directed  to  state,  in  the  form  of  a letter,  to  The  Speaker,  a more  abridged 
view  of  the  nature  and  utility  of  that  plan. 

• * P°  "z*011  mean  June  1831  to  this  moment  you  have  acquiesced 

in  that  order  for  the  suspension  of  the  work,  and  you  have  now  only  again 
applied  to  the  Record  Commission  to  adopt  a new  course  of  proceeding  upon 
the  subject.  Yes,  . exactly ; owing  to  my  own  dilatory  proceeding  in  not 
making  the  application,  I may  be  subjected  to  a risk,  I know,  that  no  wise 
person  would  have  undertaken,  but  such  is  the  fact  of  the  work  itself.  Under 
t ie  Act  that  enables  the  great  law  officers  in  Scotland  to  modify  and  regulate 
the  fees  of  officers,  they  have  stated  the  fees  that  would  become  chargeable 
upon  the  index,  when  brought  into  use,  and  I have  no  doubt  those  alone  will 
very  soon  meet  the  expense  of  the  Exchequer. 

■ y°.u  ™ean  say  that  the  nature  of  this  wrork  is  such  that  any  party 

in  Edinburgh  wishing  to  obtain  information  respecting  transactions  relating  tp 
any  landed  property  in  any  part  of  the  country,  since  1781,  can,  by  going  to  the 
Register  Office,  consult  a printed  volume,  in  which  he  will  find  the  informa- 
tion,  or  a clue  to  the  information,  wanted  ? — When  completed  that  would  be 
the  result ; it  is  printed  only  for  25  years. 

. 377 1#-  Would  it  not  have  been  of  utility  to  the  public,  while  you  were  print- 
ing this  number  of  copies  for  the  office,  to  have  printed  a larger  number  for 
geneial  use  in  the  country? — I think  very  much  the  reverse;  I have  heard 
other  opimons  expressed;  but  I believe  nothing  more  unfortunate  or  odious 
could  be  proposed  by  me  than  to  throw  all  the  transactions  relating  to  land  in 
Scotland  open  to  every  idle  person.  Any  person  who  has  any  right  to  know 
it  may  do  so  by  applying,  but  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  every  club-house  the 

transactions 
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of  every  landed  proprietor  or  merchant  in  Scotland,  would  be  a r. 

2 sance  It  is  not  a matter  in  which  persons  now  alive  are  concerned  ■ 
pe^Uve  d all  the  minute  details  of  transactions  of  every  landed 

to  exhibit  m open  ay  t ] as  t0  ;ts  utility,  I am  not  prepared 

gentieman  in  Scodanch  I tte^  j ^ ^ wounding  the  feelings  of  every- 
to  say  there  is  any  m . . t th  ho  have  interest  in  searching 

bfythtrmatter  Ze° tiSiet ’a“l  have  greater  facilities  hereafter 
■"to  tht  reauires  to  purchase  land,  or  wishes  to  lend  money  upon  heritable 
securdy1  Ms  m^m^of  information  are  tardy,  but  under  the  system  I am  sup- 

^efo^  SiV^o S /»!&.']  The  single  object  of  printing  the  index  has 
teefto 'save  tte  trouble  of  transcription  ?— Yes,  and  the  still  greater  risk  of 
prror  in  transcribing.  . .,  v 

o7~o*  Chairman.]  To  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  20  copies  r— Yes  ; we 
1st  have  multiplied  copies  to  a considerable  extent. 

3774*.  By  these  means,  any  person  interested  in  the  information  can  obtain 

it  in  half  an  hour?— Yes.  _ 

3775*-  Sir  Robert  Inglis.']  When  the  work  is  completed?— les. 

3776*.  Can  the  work  ever,  in  one  sense,  be  completed,  inasmuch  as  the 
co, respondent  proceedings,  in  relation  to  which  the  work  of  4,0 1 yeais . is  an 
Index  are  going  on  ?— The  main  object  is  to  make  it  complete  up  lo  the  penod 
that  this  is  transmitted  to  the  depository.  There  was  * ^ 

in  1812,  sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Session,  by  which  the  p 
records  of  seisins,  as  well  as  some  other  keepers,  were 
indexes  to  their  volumes,  as  they  went  on,  and  some  of  them,  1 believe,  nave 
It  stbutthey  are  of ’no  utility  whatever,  for  each  volume  of .those  records 
must  be  transmitted  before  a new  one  is  sent,  wl itch* £ 
nological  table  of  the  names  of  the  parties  and  the  heads  of  the  ° > 

and  each  volume  contains  such  a small  number,  not  more  than  80 'or  4.0, sep ■ 
rate  indexes  to  those  would  be  of  very  little  use ; and  they  would  be  frame 
with  such  various  degrees  of  accuracy,  that  they  would  not  facilitate  it  at  all.  _ 
3777*.  Chairman.]  You  say  you  have  brought  the  calendar  down  to  the  yeai 
1830? — Yes,  it  is  complete  down  to  that  period.  , . . „ 

3778*.  You  are  continuing  it  down  to  the  present  period  r— Yes;  tneie  are 

a few  persons  employed  upon  it.  . „ ,TT  . . 

3779*.  How  soon  do  you  think  you  can  complete  it? —We  can  bring  it  down 
in  manuscript  in  a very  few  months,  with  the  present  assistance.  , 

3780*.  When  you  have  once  brought  it  down  to  the  present  period,  at  wnat 
rate  do  you  mean  it  to  keep  pace  with  the  future  transactions  of  the  country 
—The  first  series  of  the  abridgment  and  the  indexes  are  for  the  whole  period 
of  40  years,  from  1781  to  1820,  but  the  multiplication  of  the  records  since  that 
time  has  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  and  convenience  of  having  a decennial 
statement  and  abridgment,  the  fact  being  that  from  4821  to  1880, _ the  number 
of  instruments  that  have  been  abridged  is,  1 think,  about  half  of  that  tor  tne 
previous  40  years,  so  that  the  number  has  more  than  doubled  during  that 

^ 3781*.  You  having  published  your  work  and  printed  it  up  to  1830,  you 
would  not  propose  to  print  any  further  portion  of  it  till  the  year  1840,  when 
you  would  print  up  to  that  period?— Yes;  you  might  have  shorter  periods 
even  than  that.  , , 

3782*.  But  in  the  meantime,  you  would  have  the  materials  prepared  yeai  y 
year,  so  as  to  supply  you  with  information  up  to  the  period  at  which  you  hap- 
pen  to  want  it r— Yes;  and  they  might  be  made  accessible  even  in  that  state 
as  they  are  prepared  in  the  office ; but  the  labour  of  searching  for  a few  years 
would  be  comparatively  small,  and  it  is  impossible  to  overtake  it  to  the  very 
last  moment.  Accordingly  when  any  search  of  this  kind  is  required,  take  tie 
county  of  Ayr,  or  one  of  the  small  counties  of  which  the  return  of  a comp  ee 
volume  is  comparatively  slow',  the  volume  may  not  be  completed  foi  seveia 
years,  and  any  transactions  relating  to  property  in  that  district,  cannot  be  co™ 
pleted  without  sending  into  the  district.  That  is  an  inconvenience  in 
nature  of  the  work  as  it  now  exists. 

3783*.  What  process  has  a man  to  go  through  at  present  (supposing  yo 
calendar  not  to  be  complete  and  not  in  use)  who  wants  information  lrom  ^ent 
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cument  m the  Record  Officer— About  the  year  1692,  the  keepers  of  this  „ . 
ter  and  some  others  were  required  to  make  what  are  called  regular  min  fe^ls' 
every  transaction.  In  the  registers  of  seisin  it  was  required  that  the  t 6S ^ 
the  moment  the  instrument  was  presented  for  registration,  should 
day  and  the  hour  it  was  presented,  and  the  name  of  the  party  in  whose  f the 
it  was  received,  and  that  was  to  fix  the  priority  of  the  instrument  in  rPiJ-aV°Ur 
any  other  produced  at  a later  period  though  of  an  earlier  date.  Those  ill0 
have  been  more  or  less  complete  since  that  time.  In  many  of  the  Hi«f  • 
they  are  too  bulky ; in  addition  to  giving  the  name  of  the  parties  and  the  l/n?S 
they  enter  into  a great  deal  of  detail.  Those  minute-books  are  at  present  tk*’ 
only  facilities  afforded  for  guiding  and  limiting  the  nature  of  the  search  - 
instrument  is  engrossed  and  returned  to  the  party.  r the 

3784*.  Do  those  minute-books  serve  the  purposes  of  a calendar3— 
there  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a calendar.  • ^ are 

3785*  If  a party  wishes  information,  suppose  it  to  be  contained  inarW. 
ment  m the  Record  Office,  to  whom  does  he  apply  ?— To  the  keeper  ofth' 
records,  who  is  one  of  the  deputies  of  the  lord  registrar.  P the 

3786*.  Does  he  pay  any  fee  for  the  inspection  of  the  document  Yes-  i, 
pays  a fee  for  the  inspection|of  the  minute-book,  and  a further  fee  for  the 
spection  of  the  document  to  which  the  minute  relates.  All  those  fees  cr0  infn 
any^hid  ^UnC*  ’ & tJl0Se  keeperS  beinS  Paid  by  salary,  none  receiving  a fee  of 

3787*-  Those  fees  form  a fund  which  is  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  re 
cords  themselves  in  part?— By  the  Act,  after  retaining  certain  limited  salaries 
to  three  different  keepers,  the  two  deputy  keepers,  and  an  assistant  deputv 
keeper,  the  remainder  all  goes  into  the  Exchequer ; that  is  the  permanent  law 
ot  the  case  ; but  I alluded  some  time  ago  to  the  necessity  that  occurred  of 
adding  to  the  building  of  the  Register  Office,  and  it  occurred,  as  it  appeared  to 
the  advisers  upon  this  subject  at  that  time,  that  the  lord  clerk  registrar’s  salarv 
™ Zn^nf’  he  haTg  received  "0  salary.  By  the  57  Geo.  3,  it  is  limited 
to  1,200 1.  Of  course  there  arose,  after  deducting  those  small  salaries  to  the 
deputy  and  the  keeper,  a considerable  sum  payable  into  the  Exchequer  • and 
on  nnn  ,view  t0  complete  the  building  a grant  was  made  of  30,000/.’  and 
r 5 1 JP?1’®’  t0  b-,e  paid  out  °.f  those  fees,  to  be  applicable  to  the  completion 
of  the  building,  and  when  that  is  completed,  the  surplus  fees  are  paid  into  the 
Bxcnequer , the  amount  of  which  hereafter  it  is  impossible  to  say  : they  embrace 
not  only  the  salary  of  the  lord  clerk  registrar,  but  those  that  arise  from  the 
bignet  Office. 

3788*.  Would  the  fees  taken  at  the  Register  Office  for  the  inspection  of 
records  form  a sufficient  fund  for  keeping  the  records  in  a proper  state,  and 
paying  the  salaries  of  the  officers  ? — I should  think  quite  sufficient. 

3789  • And  doing  all  the  work  necessary  ?— I mean  all  the  work  necessary 
tor  indexing,  because  having  brought  up  the  registers  of  seisins,  the  surplus 
arising  after  paying  the  salary  to  the  lord  clerk  registrar  of  1,200*.  a-year 
would  be  competent  to  keep  it  up. 

1 ,?r€c'  C!erk-\  That  1,200 1.  goes  to  pay  off  the  debt  upon  the 

ui  mg  gen ei ally  r— Yes,  it  just  falls  into  the  general  mass,  what  remains 
a ei  paying  the  three  limited  salaries  and  what  is  payable  to  those  commis- 
sioners for  completing  the  building. 

3791*-  Chairman.]  When  the  expenses  of  the  calendars,  that  ought  to  have 
neen  made  long  before  this  time,  and  other  expenses  incurred  in  a similar 
way,  tor  business  which  ought  to  have  been  done  before,  or  has  been  done 
in?,  SU€“  as  Tjding  and  other  matters  of  that  kind-;  when  those  expenses 
shall  have  been  defrayed,  you  think  that  the  fees  of  the  Record  Office  in  Scot- 
iand  will  suffice  to  pay  the  annual  expenses  of  the  office  ?— Not  the  whole 
annual  expense  of  the  office,  nor  anything  like  it,  if  you  mean  the  whole  of  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  building  and  servants,  the  fires,  and  things  of  that 
Kind;  but  for  carrying  on  the  particular  business  of  index-making,  it  would  go 
a great  way.  But  I am  bound  to  state,  as  my  humble  opinion,  that  when  our 
present  liabilities  for  this  building  are  completed,  I have  contemplated  the 
diminishing  the  rate  of  fees,  so  as  to  make  the  records  more  accessible  than  at 
present. 

3792  . Sir  George  Cleric.]  Would  there  be  a sufficient  fund  if  the  lord  clerk 
legistrar  was  to  withdraw  his  salary  ? — There  would  remain,  after  the  salary,  at 

the 
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the  diminished  rate  fixed  by  "f  feet  * 

8®'i,Vav?berc”tiSy  dfminished  latterly,  it  would  have  amounte#To  9 »> 

%%  Marne*  JN*.]  Do  you  *7on™%teP-Vh7e  is 

son/  under  the  reduced  rate  ot  rees  yw  * , 

g*er%  a^at  S*"tte 

keeper^ and  deputy  keepers,  3m0™t^|‘^1^®°hV_it  has  varied  considerably ; 

I have  known  @,500 1.,  m 

^l^bT^You^woiild  P^^hle^biect  CeThe\)rt^o^^reduction^oTli^ndgbt 

always  thought  that  a preferable  objec • ^ P for  futuve  arrangement, 

sweep  away  the  whole  suiplus,  their  power,  and  have  already 

Under  the^Act  the  and  they  have  it 

: ,w  ”,IJ  “ 

ifryl-Aave  certainly  *ts?  ST sugge “ed* that  the 

these  matters;  and  11  w,“  “®, se“  ib(e  amount  requisite,  to  prevent  use- 

fees  should  be  reduced  to  the  °*e  P ral  principle  I took  the  liberty  of 

less  and  vexatious  applications , and  g®stabUsfimen[  1;ke  the  Record  Office 
suggesting  upon  this  subject  wm, rth  man  having  landed  property,  or 

of  Scotland  is  one  ?f  ge“ra]  1 J interest  to  maintain  it : and  it  appeared  to 
indeed  any  other  rights,  h*d  a Pejmnt  a„d  obliged  to  pay  fees, 

SM^TwSTaf* the  estahiishment.  That  is  a very 
t Sent  whT  are  dSn  o°r  Sagged  into  the  courts  and  where  the  happier 

SSBSfssr^^sss 

parts,  that  of  keeping  the  lecoids  o J t Ue  litigants  as  to  those 

cem,  interesting  as .»«*  to those who  do * £*„  possible,  be 

HSSSSSESfcfsmatt 

0800*  Chairman .1  You  think  that,  with  advantage  to  the  pub  , _ 
the'tVste" might  be  greatly  reduced  ^ 

making  them  more  accessible,  but  at  the  same  time  precluding  p y 

vexatious  applications.  , , ;dl  and  vexatious 

3804*.  Do  you  think  that  now  they  are  too  high  to  cneca  iuie 

applications  ?■ — They  are  sufficient  for  that.  3805*.  Are 

0.33.  ”3 
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3.805*.  Are  they  too  high  ?— Yes,  I think  they  are  ; I cannot  , 

It  would  require  a little  more  consideration  than  ever  I was  calk.?6"3  tos 
to  define  the  exact  amount.  Cdlled  on  to 

38ofi*  n»t  —■  s,c' 

fees  ?- 


y0U  th!n!;-‘,at  that  should  be  the  sole  object  of 
■iT'rhu-y  Twe,re  on8'i"ally  calculated  to  remunerate  the  ketl  PP°lnti" 
records;  that  I thought  improper.  Down  to  a certain  period  g?/ 
registrar  received  a large  sum  of  fees,  and  the  people  employed  bv  h°Td  clerK 
the  name  of  deputy  keepers  of  records,  received  fees  ; bSt  all  th™?’  U,ld« 
foi  the  ast  20  years  nearly  been  consolidated  into  a general  fund  ,{ees  hate 
SSM?  3 faXeJ  SaIa,y’  “d  ^ ™ al—d  receiv^any 

ven^X^^ 

3808*.  You  think  the  fees  are  too  high  , 

some  instances  a great  deal  higher.  ^ 1 * res>  certain!)' ; jn 

3809*.  Is  it  necessary  in  order  to  nernetnafp  tho  • o 

transcripts  of  them  from  time  to  time  r— There  are  certainly  manv  "f  male 
a very  decayed  state,  and  great  pains  and  expense  were  bestowed  °h  ‘l™  in 
commission  in  putting  them  into  a better  condition.  Wed  by  the  ]atc 

3810*.  Has  the  present  commission  done  any  thine-  of  that  v j*'. 
have  done  nothing  in  Scotland  beyond  what  I have  stated  • thev  1 indr~~J% 

- »•'  '•••  “4‘X',Ki£ 

see  that  they  could  do  anythin**-  • the  rp<mt*»rc  in  1 0 i 1101  I 

S^^b"ttheyire  "ot 

the  register  of  the  Retours  of  Services  , 7 a,ncient  records, 

person  holding  an  heritable  estate  his  heir  1 ^eotland, . on  the  death  of  a 
di  without  a c^rtain'judiciaf3 " **■ 

returned  or  retoured,  as  we  call  it  in  ntiml'i  these  services  are 

Writer  to  the  Great  Seal  and it  become  ! L C“7  O,ice’,or  the  office  °f  ^ 
respect  to  the  genealogical  and  other  , Jy  ]mp°i  tant  class  of  record  with 

change  in  the  qualification  of  the  voters  in  ^onlrieT  fh”6’  ^“f  * th®  la“ 
ascertaining  the  amount  of  qualification  of  " “?nt,es>.the  use  of  returns  in 
portant.  This  was  one  of  the  first  things  that  wa!?  Partlen  a™  extrei”ell'  im‘ 

accomplish  the  abridgment  of  these  registers  and  b P°S<3d  a'"?  °r,t0  me’  to 
volumes.  ^ -teis,  and  it  was  printed  m three  folio 

i83|>3*.  When  was  this  printed  ?-I  think  it  was  completed  about  the  year 
lam  Domhfi  Regfsrltonltrlii^Ab^  title  “ In?uisiti°™“  ad  Capel- 

torum^and  A eta  Dom  in  omm^Coo  clfi  i ?— n ,en.ti^ed  Acta  Dominorum  Audi- 
called  on  by  the  Record  / <.  V°st  Intimately.  When  I was  first 

. Scotland,  I was  directed  to  mm™  ° af:  anT  charge  of  their  proceedings  in 
Proceedings  that  had  been  o-oing  o^and™  UI”e  °f] the  Scottisl)  Parliamentary 
the  direction  of  one  of  the'  gentlemen  it  S ”?rIjr  c°mPleted> “ ISO*,  under 
of  considerable  merit  in  his  own  line  It  L 7 ° 1 records  in  ‘he  oftce>  a P™ 
it  was  followed,  that  the  volume  wii  It  certainly  was  my  advice,  and  I believe 
accordingly  it  was  ordered  that  I i, S a State  t0  adm'1  of  publication,  and 

work  inborn™,:  d ff1r  tLmlddPr;PareualIan  f°r 
mining  the  original  nroceed  d fa'om„  different  materials.  On  exa- 

in  the  reigns  of  James  3 & 4,  ft  , lec°rds  of'  tde  proceedings  of  Parliament 
judicial  proceedings  of  certain  Com.Eed  'fp  T-aS  Preserved  with  tl,ese  the 
that  sat  during  the ’periods  of  P^iament,  from  15  to  SO  years, 

l . i lamept  foi  receiving  complaints  and  deciding 

judicially 
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, nfnrivatp  rip-lit  • this  appeared  to  me  to  form  a very  bulky- 
judicially  on  m^te fnPthe  proceedings  in  Ml  Parliament,  which  it  would  be 
and  unseemly  wen  upon  _ PJ:.  ^ nf  thft  first  operations  authorized  was 


_ >'y  wel?  upOIJ  accordantly  one  of  the  first  operations  authorized  was 

desirable  ‘»fe^’tic"1a!  clast  of  judicial  proceedings!  and  to  print  them  sepa- 
0 separate  that  partm  1 ' ' Parliament  employed  in  that  Miction  were  deno- 

,tely,  and  the  Committe  ■ Parliamento.  Those  were  printed 

uiinated  Do®1™  c“nstit„te  a volume  of  no  very  great  bulk,  but  which,  if  it  had 
accordingly*  an”  proceedings  in  full  Parliament,  would  have  been  a very 
been  printed  with  the  piocee  „ easily  detached.  Then,  according  to 

inconvenient  adtlitio^^them,^^^  business,  the  same  causes  that  were  d.s- 

tbe  01'dinai  y c . /■  these  domini  auditores  were  often  m the 

cussed  hi  the  first  instance  before  these  domim  a d Domini  Concilii, 

intervals  of  ^ separate  seriL'of  “records  altogether;  and  I 

wl,0Se  P™ceedh“|ame  causes  often  travelled  from  the  lords  auditors  of  Pariia- 
observed  that  the  proposed  to  the  commissioners  to  print  so 

ment  to  the  loids  ot  cmincii.  P P re  of  the  same  period  as  the  lords 

atucl,  of  the ^proccc  mg f h t .norum  Concilii  t0  which  you  have  refer- 

done  at  a later  fyYes  . ;t  has  been  completed  many  years.  Then 

htter  works, *e . ,ut“  of  tbey  commissioners  to  complete  what  is  yet  wanting 

ishecl  in  aoux,  y man  died,  in  1804,  and  it  was  that  volume  that 

rfifsTsuMected  mSy  “on,  ami  upon  which  1 was  called  to  make  a 
cnort  which  I did,  and  the  result  was,  that  it  was  constructed  in  so  very  un- 
nerfect  a way,  and  with  so  very  imperfect  a view  of  his  duty  as  a lecoid  pub- 
lisher that  1 could  hot  help  recommending  the  adoption  of  a oioader  plan, 

, • odnntpd  nreordimrlv,  and  I was  employed  upon  it  for  many  years. 

1 have  found  that  the  earlie?  part  of  the  proceedings  in  Parliament .were  inji 
verv  hnnerfect  state  ; part  of  them  might  be  said  to  be  original  lecoids  , but 
that  in  order  to  make  them  complete,  it  would  be  indispensably  necessaiy  to 
resortto  secondary  means  of  ancieh  manuscripts  -^ntm  in  their  appears  nee 
but  of  which  the  originals  were  lost ; and  a good  deal  of  time  » as  lost  m that 
bllta  „Teat  many  interesting  discoveries  have  been  made  upon  it?  but 
while  I was  Employed  upon  that  I was  required  to  go  on  from  that  point  at 
which  the  record5  was  complete,  and  we  began  to  print  I the ’ P™“d'"gf^ 
Parliament  from  1*4,  to  1707-  Tnat  work  is  contained  m 10  piettylaige  toi 

V°38iq*.  And  the  work  is  now  completed?- It  was  complete  so  far  as  the 
meanstf  completing  it  were  known  at  the  date  of  the  1 1th  and  )“* ' ™ b 
3820*.  Was  the  first  volume  published  ?— ■ It  was  m a state  of  piepai  atio  y 

me,  and  partly  printed;  a part  remains  to  be  printe^  upon  which  1 have  re 
ceived  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  to  proceed  with  it  l™nediate  £ 
But  I ought  here  to  add,  that  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  . the  Pal 
ments  that  met  passed  a great  variety  of  Acts  and  proceedings  T . 

, 1640  down  to  1651 ; all  those  proceedings  were  rescinded  at  the  Restoiatic , . 

1660,  and  the  original  records  of  these  Parliaments  were  not  known  to  exist , 
0.33.  s s 4 
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T.  Thomson,  Esq,  R was  however  deemed  expedient,  out  of  the  materials  we  had  in  tl 
9 May  1836.  were  aut^entic,  to  compile  as  much  of  those  umpAwUn*  ~c 


uut  yjL  MIC  materials  we  Had  in  » 
that  were  authentic,  to  compile  as  much  of  those  proceedings  of  TOi/,0®ce 
authentic  evidence  could  be  obtained,  and  accordingly  nearly  the  T,  any 
two  volumes  of  these  10  are  occupied  by  those  proceedings.  At  a lat  ° • of 


” uy  ujuae  uroceeamgs.  At  a Info..  • 

after  the  State  Papers  were  removed  from  Scotland  Yard  to  GreatT^”' 
Street,  happening  to  make  some  investigation  in  that  office,  I had  tl  £°rge 
fortune  to  discover  the  original  volumes  of  those  proceedings  that  » 8°°d 
fectly  unknown  before,  and  consisting  of  four  massy  volumes : and  th™  per' 
an  application  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  were  transforro^  */-»  Pj:.  1.  ,e>  L 


icuuy  umtnown  oerore,  ana  consisting  of  four  massy  volumes;  and  th p 
an  application  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  were  transferred  to  Edinburgh  • “i51* 
diately.  Upon  examining  them,  it  appears  that  they  contain  a ve  "I""'- 
collection  of  proceedings,  of  which  no  other  records  exist,  and  thev  h y u® 
transcribed  with  a view  to  withdraw  those  two  volumes,  and  to  renlir  i 
with  three  or  four  volumes  containing  the  whole  proceedings  of  th™„  d ,* 
ments,  and  which,  historically  speaking,  are  extremely  curidus  and  imn„,'la' 
That  part  of  the  work  has  not  been  further  proceeded  ill  than  to  makJY  3nt' 
plete  transcription  of  them,  and  which  requires  a great  deal  of  carp  C°{n" 
them  complete,  and  that  work  is  in  that  state,  it  will  not  be  completed  L™? 
next  12  or  15  months.  1 “®Eea  tor  the 

3821*.  There  is  another  work  which  is  under  your  care  the  Ah  • 1 
the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal  ?_Yes.  7 ’ AbndS®«t  of 

ago8'22*'  Whe°  ™s  that  begun  ?— That  work  was  begun  a great  many  years 

3823*.  In  June  1824?  Long  before;  one  of  my  earliest  recommendation* 
and  if  I might  venture  to  suggest,  it  might  not  be  amiss  if  those  report"  f 
mine  weie  before  the  Committee,  to  understand  the  progress  of  theseFvorki- 
but  !t  was  one  of  the  very  first  things  proposed  by  me;  it  had  been  suggested 
to  the  original  Select  Committee  in  1800  ; but  I certainly  did  propose  two  d f 
ferent  works  upon  the  Royal  Charters  of  Scotland;  the  one  a collection  of  tk 
moi  e ancien  t and  more  important  charters,  which  I thought  calculated  to  throw 
prodigious  light,  not  only  upon  the  law  of  Scotland,  but  the  history  of  the  com 
try ; the  other  Is  an  abridgment  of  the  register  of  the  Great  Seal  down  to  a very 
recent  period  That  work  was  partly  begun,  and  in  fact  worked  upon  by  mvself 
mdiyMuaHy  for  a certain  time,  in  order  to  fix  upon  my  own  mind  tteTost 

Ft  1 to  eWay  I"  whlch  ,t0  11 ; 11  ™s  difficult  to  find  a person  qualified  to  carry 

it  nto  execution  ; and  after  a good  deal  of  delay  a pm-ticulaF  gentleman  was 
authorized  to  take  charge  of  it,  under  me,  with  such  assistance  af  I could  give 
him,  and  in  fact  two  gentlemen  were  employed  for  a good  many  years,  to  bring 
that  work  down  to  the  period  at  which  I proposed  it  should  stop3.  That  work8 
FneCofrthofe  l ri"der  tIla  ord“'of.susPension  of  the  Record  Board  in  1831,  but 
Fn  thfdnf  f ^ P'vtCalrn.’  Wh0  was  the  P™«Pal  Pe™n  under  me 

m vFmFFr  f ‘ °f  ’ tl?°,uSh, made  aware  of  the  order,  yet,  by  a little  encoir. 
neffnT  cejta‘a-y’  he  d,ld  *°  on  continuing  the  work  till  a recent 

a nerson  l it  n!  made  his  appeal  to  the  present  commission,  as  he  was  not 
othFF=  r teoogh*  myself  bound  to  indemnify  from  year  to  year,  as  I did  the 
Flnim  * “ he  aPP1.led  t0 ‘he  Present  commissioners,  and  they  recognised  his 

tW  i Thoe  S?lary  was  200 1 a y ear>  aad  ^er  he  bad  worked 

th.ee  years  and  a half  he  made  his  claim,  and  they  admitted  it. 

3824  ■ Is  that  work  going  on  now  ? No. 

o'tn2''!?'  ^bea  was 'r  discontinued? — Since  the  application  of  Mr.  Pitcairn 
t°  the  Record  Commissioners,  about  15  months  ago. 

emu826)*'  Slr  Robert  Inglis.]  Was  it  about  that  time  that  the  thencommis- 
sioners  karaed  for  the  first  time  that  the  work  was  in  progress  ?-Yes ; I cer- 
,t  ;V  m,f  admlt  an  abundant  degree  of  blame  on  my  part;  it  was  one  of 
S works  whmh  required  no  authority  from  them  to  complete,  and  the  only 
effect  of  their  order  was  to  withdraw  their  support  from  me  in  the  work. 

f ?0t!l™s  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  printing  by  the  present  com- 
mission in  Scotland?— Nothing  whatever  during  the  existence  of  the  present 

thfi  Isf  Till 1901  . V • • 


a V , ““"s  w-w«»«sver  during  tne  exist 

_ j11  owf  .to  July  1831,  the  registers  of  seisins  were  in  pro- 

g^\,l^da.C.ei;tam  nura/?er  ?f  ^eets  were  printed  off  during  that  period. 


Wifin  fivoi-  , • . , .CI  ,UI  sheets  were  printed  off  during  that  period. 

nrplt.it  1 ''xc?Pft°n’  ”°,thing  has  been  printed  since  the  commencement  of  the 
ShlT™”",'  a N°  part  of  the  Abl'Wgment  of  the  Register  of  the  Great 
thrown  off6™  P“nted’  excePtasma11  specimen,  of  which  a few  copies  were 


3828*.  Have 
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„„„»  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  the  Committee  respect-  T 
■ state  of  the  records  in  Scotland,  or  the  proceedings  of  the  Record 
that  country  ? — I am  most  willing  to  make  my  information  as 
C07emasiti  possiUe  yi  did  not  come  herewith  any  notice  of  what  the 
“Sar  subjects  of  the  examination  were  likely  to  be,  and  therefore  came 
F ch  more  unprepared  than  it  is  desirable  for  the  objects  of  the  Committee  I 
Todd  lmve  been  It  has  been  part  of  my  duty  as  deputy  clerk  registrar  to 
* annual  reports  to  the  lord  registrar  of  the  state  of  the  records,  and  in  the 
part  of  my  duty  I had  occasion  to  go  very  fully  into  the  state  of  the 
rpcords  • and  there  are  two  volumes  printed  that  contain  more  ample  infoima- 
' upon  that  subject  than  is  to  be  found  anywhere  else.  They  also  contain 
-ver/full  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commission  down  to  the  latest 
Ume  yand  I was  desired  to  make  a quarterly  report  of  the  proceedings  m the 
Register  Office,  whether  at  their  expense  or  defrayed  out  of  any  other  source, 
and  those  reports  have  been  printed. 

,8iq*-  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  respecting  the  present  plan  of 
proceeding  of  the  Record  Commission  ?— In  so  far  as  I am  individually  con- 
cerned I have  not  executed  any  operations  under  their  sanction  or  with  tneir 
annrobatlon.  I have  continued  some  of  the  works  in  progress  during  the 
former  commission,  and  various  other  works  have  been  going  on  with  which 
Ly  have  no  concern  whatever,  and  which  fell  under  my  own  jurisdiction  and 
control ; but  there  are  other  objects  which  I think  could  not  be  accomplished 
without  the  aid  of  other  funds. 

,8qo*.  Are  there  any  objects  upon  which  you  think  the  aid  of  that  commis- 
sion is  necessary  at  the  present  moment?— In  so  far  as  the  accomplishment  of 
that  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal  is  concerned,  I think  it  is  cer- 
tainly wanting;  for  the  completion  of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  it  is  certainly 
wanting ; for  the  completion  of  the  collection  of  Ancient  Cnarters,  in  which  a 
great  deal  has  been  done,  a great  deal  of  support  is  wanting.  So  also  for  the 
completion  of  the  Parliamentary  volumes,  and  those  volumes  that  must  be 
substituted  for  the  former  volumes  and  general  indexes  of  the  whole  work. 
Those  are  all  important  works,  and  without  aid  we  cannot  complete  them. 
There  are  various  other  details  of  index-making,  which  I think  are  desirable, 
but  with  such  means  as  I possess  I have  been  endeavouring  to  remedy. 

3831*.  Do  you  think  that  the  Record  Commission,  as  at  present  constituted 
is  competent  to  superintend  the  operations  carried  on  in  Scotland  r Upon 
that  subject  I conceive  the  constitution  of  the  Record  Commission  to  be  this, 
that  being  composed  of  persons  of  great  influence  and  intelligence,  any  one 
appointed  under  them  must  be  presumed  to  have  some  skill  and  competency 
for  the  practical  operations,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  those  appointed  by  them  to 
make  out  statements  of  what  is  desirable,  and  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and 
practicability  of  the  plans  that  those  subordinate  persons  may  imagine  or  think 
proper  to  suggest.  Under  the  former  Record  Commission  some  of  the  sug- 
gestions came  from  the  commission  itself,  and  not  directly  from  me;  otlieis 
were  suggested  by  me,  and  some  of  them  were  adopted  and  others  not.  To 
the  propriety  and  anxious  zeal  with  which  that  duty  was  performed  by  the  late 
commission  I am  bound  to  bear  the  strongest  testimony. 

3832*.  Do  you  think  that  a board  sitting  in  London  and  composed  of  such 
large  numbers  as  the  present  commission  is,  and  of  persons  mostly  having 
other  official  business,  is  competent  to  exercise  a sufficiently  vigilant  super- 
intendence over  the  operations  carried  on  in  Scotland?  It  would  be  very  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  make  any  very  dogmatical  answer  to  that  question.  There 
are  two  branches  into  which  I think  the  duties  of  a Record  Commission  might 
be  discriminated,  and  to  which  some  persons  might  be  more  likely  competent ; 

I mean  the  more  ordinary  and  vulgar  department  of  arranging  records  and 
making  them  accessible  by  indexes  or  calendars,  or  whatever  other  name  you 
may  please  to  give  them  : one  class  of  gentlemen  may  be  competent  to  that 
duty ; others  may  be  competent  to  the  higher  and  more  difficult  branch  of 
deciding,  with  a view  to  public  curiosity  and  public  utility,  what  is  desirable  to 
be  given  to  the  world  as  historical  or  antiquarian  matter,  or  illustrative  of  the 
constitutional  history  of  the  country,  which  was  a primary  object  that  the 
late  commission  had  in  view  in  authorizing  any  works  of  which  I was 
cognizant. 

0.33.  tt  3833*'  ^ou 
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T.  Thomson,  Esq.  3833*.  You  think  in  the  constitution  of  the  commission  those  two  oh‘B 
~ ~ ought  to  be  kept  separate;  do  you  think  it  would  have  been  advisable  tn  h 

9-  ay  1 3 • haci  them  entrusted  to  two  different  bodies  ? — Why  I rather  think,  if  I ma  a^e 

allowed  to  speak  upon  a subject  upon  which  I am  not  very  competent  { 6 
no  disadvantage  in  there  being  but  one  board  of  commissioners,  and  to*  f|Se,e 
being  persons  connected  by  their  influence  with  the  existing  Government^ 
the  country,  without  whose  support  our  operations  would  be  very  much  c 
pled  indeed.  I should  think  it  very  convenient,  and  tend  to  remove  so^* 
objections  perhaps,  if  there  were  two  different  branches,  and  a certain  port'116 
of  the  fund  should  be  appropriated  to  one  class  of  objects,  and  another  port'0*1 
to  another.  Upon  that  J can  only  speak  in  a very  general  way. 

3834*.  Mr.  Pusey.]  It  appears  to  be  your  opinion  that  different  qualification 
are  required  for  the  due  execution  of  those  two  branches  ? — I think  that  different 
tastes  will  be  possessed  by  two  individuals.  I can  conceive  that  some  of  th 
persons  who  feel  the  greatest  interest  in  antiquarian  and  historical  inquiries 
might  not  be  so  conversant  or  so  competent  to  judge  of  what  is  necessary  m the 
judicial  arrangement  of  the  records  in  this  country  or  in  Scotland,  or  of  the 
particular  means  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object  of  making  them  more 
accessible  than  at  present.  But  really,  as  I apprehend,  a board  of  commis- 
sioners of  the  kind  that  has  existed,  as  far  as  I can  judge  of  its  composition 
seems  to  me  to  be  extremely  well  competent  to  discover,  if  individuals  are  to 
be  discovered  anywhere,  who  are  the  individuals  to  take  the  charge  of  one 
class  of  proceedings  or  another.  I believe  it  has  never  been  supposed  that  the 
individuals  I have  alluded  to  were  to  become  operative  performers  in  a business 
of  this  sort ; but  with  the  high  intelligence  and  education  that  must  be  presumed 
to  be  possessed  by  such  commissioners,  I do  not  think  there  can  be  any  difficulty 
in  discriminating  the  peculiar  qualifications  necessary  for  both  classes.  7 

3835*  But  for  working  commissioners,  you  would  say  a different  set  of  qua- 
lifications would  be  required  ? — Most  evidently ; 1 can  see  no  two  qualifications 
admiting  of  more  marked  distinction,  and  I have  acted  upon  that  conviction 
and  belief  in  all  I have  done  ; that  I have  employed  certain  persons  to  conduct 
the  vulgar  or  technical  operations  of  the  office  in  making  the  Register  of  Seisins, 
persons  I consider  perfectly  incompetent  to  the  higher  branches  of  deciphering 
the  more  ancient  records,  or  discriminating  what  is  good  or  what  is  bad,  or 
superintending  the  publication  of  them. 

3836*.  Chairman.']  Have  you  collected  into  your  custody,  in  the  General 
Register  Office,  records  that  were  existing  in  private  hands  and  other  reposi- 
tories?— It  has  been  one  of  my  most  anxious  objects  from  the  first  to  en- 
deavour to  discover  any  clue  to  the  public  records  lying  latent  in  private 
custody,  and  of  which  I knew  there  were  many,  and  I have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  discover  many  important  accessions  to  the  records  of  the  country; 
qnd  where  they  have  been  substantial  and  important,  it  has  been  my  duty  to 
report  the  discovery  to  the  Court  of  Session,  who  are  the  great  body  having 
the  general  superintendence  of  the  public  records  of  Scotland,  and  I have 
requested  their  assistance  whether  they  were  worthy  to  be  regarded  as  such. 
For  example,  in  the  year  1793,  before  my  time,  there  was  discovered  in  the 
State  Paper  Office  a volume,  by  far  the  earliest  in  date,  containing  very  im- 
portant proceedings  of  the  Scotch  Parliament  in  the  fourteenth  century;  it  was 
by  the  application  of  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  the  lord  clerk  registrar,  an 
order  was  obtained  to  transmit  it  to  Scotland ; it  was  subjected  to  a committee 
of  inspection  of  the  Court  of  Session,  and  they  passed  an  act  of  sederunt 
declaring  it  to  be  an  authentic  record.  At  the  time  when  the  discovery  was 
made  by  myself  of  four  volumes  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  about  seven 
years  ago,  which  I immediately  reported  to  the  present  lord  clerk  registrar,  an 
application  was  instantly  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  authority  to  transfer 
them  to  Edinburgh.  An  authority  of  that  kind  was  pronounced;  a person  was 
sent  heie  and  brought  them  to  Scotland;  they  were  reported  to  the  Court  of 
Session,  and  they  examined  them,  and  they  passed  an  act  of  sederunt  declaring, 
after  a pretty  full  examination,  that  they  were  authentic  records  of  Scotland; 
and  a great  many  minor  discoveries  have  been  made.  The  first  document 
I referred  to  was  discovered  by  the  late  Mr.  Astle,  and  it  remained  till  1793 
without  much  notice  taken  of  it,  till  it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Astle  to  Lord 
Frederick  Campbell,  and  they  were  applied  for  to  the  late  King  ; the  latter  ap- 
plication was  made  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  supported  by  Sir  John  Hobhouse. 

3837*'  Have 
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„ Have  vou  discovered  any  records  in  Switzerland  ?— Yes. 

3|37  • g^/were  they  discovered  ?-In  the  pub  ic  library  at  Berne 
, 383*  • a„,  ‘ears  ago  it  was  observed  in  a printed  catalogue  of  the  library  at 
that  3 there  wa!  a volume  described  that  appeared  to  contain  matters 
Eer  Cted  both  with  English  and  Scottish  proceedings.  A very  accurate 
TmivTs  given  at  great  length  of  it  in  my  report  but  it  was  ultimately  obtained 
1 t J enresentatidn  of  thllate  commission  to  the  Government  here.  _ Appli- 
°^s  were  made  to  the  council  of  Berne,  who  authorized  the  transmission  of 
•UoXcountry,  and  it  is  now  deposited  in  the  General  Register  House. 

„o,n*  Would  that  be  received  as  evidence  7— It  is  the  most  authentic-looking 
sL„*L  that  could  be.  I have  no  idea  that  it  was  a public  record  , it  is 
eam  vate  cmnpilition,  but  it  is  much  more  ancient  than  anything  we  have 
jFl  ihat  relates  to  Scotland  is  about  six  or  seven  leaves,  in  a folio  f 01m,  but  it 
^ -.mins  a few  things  quite  invaluable  to  me,  as  ascertaining  the  date  at  which 
things  existed. ^ The  date  of  the  manuscript  is  ascertained  to  have  been 
“ ‘r  to  the  demise  of  Henry  the  Third;  it  is  anterior  to  the  period  of  any 
Sinai  record  that  we  have.  In  the  same  way,  at  a later  penod,  I had  the 
3 fortune  to  discover,  or  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  informed,  by  . a very 
distiimuished  historian  in  Scotland,  of  the  existence  of  a manuscript  existing 
in  one  of  the  Scotch  boroughs,  containing  a code  of  Scottish  law,  which 1 ofte 
wards  acquired  bv  purchase,  and  which  was  plainly  pi  101  to  the  middle  ot  tne 
fourteenth  century, 1330  or  181.0,  and  at  the  end  of  the  record,  appears  to 
have  belonged  to  the  guild  of  the  borough.  It  has  been  of  great  use  in  ascer- 
tainiuv  and  checking  some  of  the  more  common  manuscripts  of  which  we 
were  in  possession  in  the  country  before. 

Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

3725.  Chairman .]  I believe  you  are  in  the  service  of  the  Record  Commis-  ./.  Stevenson,  teg. 

sion  ? — Yes,  I am.  „ , v 

3726.  You  are  a sub-commissioner  at  present  f— *es. 

3727.  men  were  you  appointed  ?— Upon  the  6th  of  April  1 836. 

3728.  men  did  you  first  enter  the  service  of  the  commission  ?— In  July  834, 
but  my  operations  did  not  commence  until  the  middle  of  August. 

3720.  How  was  your  engagement  made  ?— It  was  made  with  Mr.  Cooper. 

3730.  Verbally,  or  in  writing  ? — Verbally,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Har  y. 

3731.  Did  Mr.  Cooper  state  he  had  directions  from  the  board  to  engage  you  t 

—I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  saying  that  he  distinctly  told  me  so,  but  I 
concluded  that  such  was  the  case.  a ,, 

3732.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  engagement;  for  what  purposes  . Mr. 

Cooper  told  me  that  it  was  necessary  that  certain  works  should  be  carried  on 
at  the  Tower,  and  I was  accordingly  directed  to  commence  such  operations 
there ; first,  to  collect  materials  for  the  new  edition  of  Rymer  sFcedera,  and  next 
to  make  a calendar  of  the  miscellaneous  documents  in  that  office. 

3733.  Did  he  state  to  you,  you  were  to  be  a sub-commissioner  r 1 cannot 
say  he  did. 

3734.  Did  you  understand  that  the  business  you  were  to  he  employed  upon 
was  the  business  entrusted  to  the  commissioners  ?— Yes,  or  I should  not  have 
accepted  it ; I should  not  have  left  the  situation  which  I held  in  the  British 
Museum  to  accept  temporary  employment  under  Mr.  Cooper. 

3735.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  previous  engagement  at  the  Museum  . 

—I  was  employed  in  the  manuscript  department,  under  Mr.  Forshall. 

3736.  Did  you  understand  that  you  entered  into  the  immediate  employment 
of  the  hoard,  or  that  you  were  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Cooper  .—Decidedly 
in  the  employment  of  the  board ; I never  entertained  any  other  opinion  until  a 
very  recent  period. 

3737-  Hid  you  consider  you  were  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Cooper 
— Decidedly  not.  . , , , 

3738.  Did  you  ever  ask  Mr.  Cooper  whether  the  hoard  had  sanctioned  tne 
engagement  he  had  made  with  you  ? — No  ; Mr.  Cooper  told  me  so. 

3739.  When  ? — I should  think  about  five  or  six  weeks  afterwards.  1 cannot 
speak  with  any  precision  upon  this  point;  but  I recollect  that  Mr.  Cooper,  a o 

0.33.  t t 2 


Erinted  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


332  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

J.  Stevenson,  Esq.  five  or  six  weeks  after  I had  left  the  Museum,  said  he  was  happy  to  info 

that  the  board  had  sanctioned  my  appointment.  1111  me 

9 May  1836.  374°-  Did  he  produce  any  minute  of  the  board  ? — No. 

3741.  When  you  were  appointed  a sub-commissioner,  how  did  you  rec  ' 

notification  of  it  ? — In  the  postscript  to  a note  which  Mr.  Cooper  wrote  a 
upon  some  incidental  literary  matter.  0 1116 

3742.  You  were  appointed  by  a minute  of  the  board  ? — I presume  I was 

3743.  That  minute  was  not  communicated  to  you  ? — No. 

3744.  What  engagement  did  you  make  with  Mr.  Cooper  as  to  your  salary 

the  time  you  were  first  engaged  ? — Mr.  Cooper  had  the  goodness  to  mention  T 
me,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hardy,  that  I should  receive  at  the  least  400/ 
year.  I made  no  demand  as  to  the  extent  of  my  salary ; the  offer  of  40  / 
a year  was  perfectly  voluntary  on  Mr.  Cooper’s  part,  and  was  proposed4  as' 
minimum.  s a 

3745;  Was  it  to  be  a salary,  or  on  condition  of  work  done  ?• — £.300  were 
be  received  by  me  as  my  annual  salary,  and  the  other  100?.  were  to  be  paid  f ° 
work  done  out  of  office  hours,  with  which  work  Mr.  Cooper  was  to  keep  me  con 
stantly  supplied : at  the  same  time  he  told  me  he  hoped  to  be  able  very  shortly 
afterwards  to  offer  a larger,  and  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  a more  adeauatl 
remuneration.  ’ 1 te 

3746.  Wrhat  kind  of  work  was  to  be  done  for  that?— The  work  I was  then 

employed  upon  out  of  office  hours,  and  upon  which  I am  still  employed  was 
the  appendix  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  Report  upon  the  Fcedera.  I was  given  to  under- 
stand that  when  that  work  should  be  completed,  I was  to  be  employed  in  form 
ing  a descriptive  catalogue  of  the  bulls  which  had  been  transcribed  from  the 
papal  registers,  or  on  some  other  work  of  a similar  kind,  but  nothing  definite 
was  spoken  of.  I understood  from  the  first  that  I was  to  be  employed  chiefly 
at  the  Tower,  during  its  regular  office  hours.  * 

3747.  Did  you  receive  that  salary  of  400?.  a year  ? — I did  not. 

374S-_  What  happened  then  to  prevent  it  ? — On  the  23d  of  October  1 834,  Mr. 
Cooper  intimated  to  me,  that  in  consequence  of  having  engaged  the  services  of 
Mr.  Brewer,  Mr.  Black  and  myself,  he  found  that  he  was  not  able  to  give  me 
the  salary  which  he  had  promised,  and  that  he  should  be  placed  in  an  awkward 
position  with  the  board  if  I insisted  upon  that  salary  ; he  told  me  that  as  his  zeal 
for  the  Record  Commission  had  induced  him  to  make  this  expensive  addition  to 
the  number  of  the  sub-commissioners,  I should  place  him  in  an  unfortunate 
and  disagreeable  predicament  unless  I would  consent  to  accept  250 1,  as  my 
salary  for  the  first  year;  and  he  promised  me  that  when  the  time  for  the  settle- 
ment of  my  annual  accounts  should  arrive,  he  would,  if  he  had  it  in  his  power, 
pay  me  my  promised  salary  of  300/.  To  this  arrangement  I agreed,  although 
m consequence  of  the  first  offer  having  been  made  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hardy, 

I might  fairly,  if  I had  pleased,  have  brought  the  matter  before  the  considera- 
tion of  the  board. 

3749.  Did  you  receive  the  250 1.  for  the  year? — Yes. 

3750.  Did  you  receive  100 1.  for  extra  work? — No,  not  quite  that  sum.  I 
was  paid  by  the  sheet,  and  the  work  produced  by  me  not  amounting  to  100/. 

I was  not  authorized  to  make  a demand  to  that  amount. 

375 1 - That  year  you  received  50  l.  less  than  you  had  agreed  for  ? — Yes. 

3752.  Ihe.  next  year  did  you  get  that  salary  ? — The  year  has  not  expired; 
when  the  period  for  discussing  my  arrangements  for  a second  year  arrived,  Mr. 
Cooper  told  me  that  he  could  not  offer  me  more  than  my  former  salary  of,  250?. 
When  I remonstrated,  with  him  upon  the  injustice  of  such  a proposal,  and 
reminded  him  of  his  original  promise  voluntarily  made  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Hardy,  and  then  proposed  as  a minimum  which  should  be  speedily  extended,  he 
certainly  told  me  that  I was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  avail  myself  of  the  former 
contract,  but  that  in  so  doing  I immediately  forfeited  all  employment  of  extra 
hours,  and  consequently  that  I should  be  no  gainer. 

37 53-  That  is,  he  would  break  his*  engagement  by  which  he  undertook  to  . 
supply  you  with  work  to  the  amount  of  100 1.  a year  more  ? — I can  give  it  no 
other  interpretation. 

3754-  Did  you  understand  that  this  was  from  necessity,  this  breach  of  con- 
tract with  you  ? I found  myself  in  a dilemma;  in  the  first  .place  it  was  difficult 

to 
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that  Mr  Cooper  had  taken  such  a step  without  the  knowledge  of  the  j.  summon.  Esq. 
“ T5  it  was  still  more  difficult  to  suppose  that  the  board  should  authorize  ■— 

igS  make  such  a proposal  to  me.  9 *> 

u!  \\rhat  did  you  understand  was  his  reason  for  failing  m his  engage- 
37.5;5'  He  aave  me  no  satisfactory  reason.  I had  previously  understood  that 
B aged  the  services  of  Mr.  Brewer,  Mr.  Black  and  myself,  he  had 
V ha^d  Sa  greater  expense  than  the  funds  of  the  commission  were  able  to  meet ; 

“T  s these  gentlemen  still  remained  in  the  service  of  the  board,  I concluded 
SL  necessarily  existed  a corresponding  want  of  money. 

rf,  Was  vours  the  only  case  of  this  kind,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  suppose 
, 3"S;.r  nersons  in  the  employment  of  the  board  have  experienced  a similar 
Knutkm  of  their  salaries  ? — When  Mr.  Cooper  urged  me  to  accept  a lower 
(1j9.  , tuld  me  that  similar  diminutions  had  been  made  m the  salaries  of 
Stto  gentlemen  in  the  service  of  the  commission;  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
Sronsented  to  receive  less,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  received  less  and  that 

Harris  Nicolas  received  less  ; upon  hearing  that  such  deductions  had  been 
“ lie  in  the  salaries  of  others,  it  immediately  occurred  to  me  that  I should  ap- 
Bo,.verv  mercenary  and  avaricious  and  unjust,  were  I the  only  individual  to 
a demand  to  meet  which  the  funds  of  the  commission  were  made- 
Lite  and  in  consequence  I immediately  stated  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  my  objec- 
tions were  removed ; and  I afterwards  wrote  to  him,  declaring  that  I was  willing 
to  accept  250 1.  for  my  second  year’s  salary. 

....  Mr.  Hawes.]  Still  under  the  idea  that  that  arrangement  was  only  tem- 
_ni„sL. Yes ; and  that  at  the  end  of  my  second  year’s  engagement  I should 
receive!  if  the  funds  of  the  board  would  permit  it,  my  original  salary  of  300  l. 

„A  Chairman.]  Have  you  learned  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  experienced 
J diminution  of  salary  ?-I  have  no  opportunity  of  knowing  what  the  salary  of 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  or  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  may  be 1 ; but  if  I may  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  what  I heard  in  this  room  a few  days  ago,  I understand  that  the  Rev.  Mi. 

Hunter’s  salary  has  been  increased  from  300/.  to  450/. 

o7cq.  Six  Matthew  Ridley]  When  you  consented  to  receive  for  the  second 
vear  2=io  l.  salary,  did  you  calculate  upon  having  the  promise  fulfilled  of  making 
100  /.  a year  by  extra  work?— Yes,  I took  care  to  make  that  a particular  proviso  ; 
and  as  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  make  this  arrangement  with  me  in  writing,  1 had  no 
other  means  of  getting  it  put  upon  record  than  by  writing  a letter  to  him,  m which 
I stated  what  my  understanding  was  upon  the  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  begged 
him  to  correct  me  in  any  point  where  I might  be  in  error. 

3760.  Did  you  receive  any  answer  from  Mr.  Cooper  upon  that  subject?— The 
arrangement  which  I have  just  mentioned  took  place  on  the  25th  August  l835  5 
upon  the  30th  September  1 received  Mr.  Cooper’s  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  25th 
August,  in  which  he  told  me  that  my  statement  was  perfectly  correct  as  far  as 
money  matters  were  concerned,  but  that  I must  not  suppose  my  salary  had  any 
dependence  upon  arrangements  which  he  might  have  made  or  might  make  with 
other  gentlemen.  In  reference  to  this  I must  add,  that  the  reductions  m the 
salary  of  Mr.  Hunter  and  Sir  F.  Palgrave  to  which  I alluded  in  my  letter,  were 
very  prominently  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Cooper  in  our  conversation  on  the 
25th  August,  and  had  a considerable  influence  in  inducing  me  again  to  accept  a 
salary  of  250 1. 

3761.  Has  anything  further  passed  between  you  and  Mr.  Cooper  upon  this  sub- 
ject?— Nothing.  . , 

3762.  Was  any  stipulation  made  regarding  your  salary  when  you  were  appointed 
a sub-commissioner  ? — No;  I believe  that  appointment  has  no  influence  upon  my 
salary ; if  it  has,  I have  received  no  intimation  to  that  effect. 

3763.  With  respect  to  that  portion  of  your  work  that  was  not  to  be  considered 
as  extra  work,  but  for  which  it  was  stipulated  you  should  receive  a salary,  in  what 
manner  have  you  been  engaged  ? — I have  been  engaged  constantly  at  the  lower  ; 
my  instructions  have  been  modified  at  different  periods.  My  employment  theie 
at  first  consisted  in  examining  the  Miscellaneous  documents,  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  from  them  whatever  might  seem  fitted  for  insertion  in  the  new  edition  of 
the  Fcedera.  For  this  purpose  1 caused  transcripts  to  the  extent  of  two  volumes 
to  be  made,  one  consists  of  317  pages,  the  other  of  601  pages. 
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J.  Stevenson,  Esq.  3764.  Of  what  materials  were  those  ? — They  consisted  of  documents  of 

miscellaneous  character.  I cannot  easily  give  a correct  generic  description  & ^ 

9 May  1836.  3765.  Mention  one  or  two? — Instructions  to  ambassadors,  treaties  ] 

&c.  &c.  My  selections  consist  of  such  records  or  state  papers  as  appeared*8’ 
valuable  for  historical  purposes.  In  fact,  the  Foedera  is  such  a very  miscell  t0  ^ 
collection,  that  almost  any  document,  public  or  private,  ecclesiastical  or  g116,0118 
may  come  within  its  scope.  cu*ar> 

3766.  Upon  what  were  you  employed  then?— I was  then  employed  chief! » • 

forming  a catalogue  or  calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  documents  in  the  Tower  • ^ 
at  the  same  time,  or  very  shortly  afterwards,  I received  instructions  to  transcT 
such  documents  as  seemed  curious  and  worthy  of  publication,  in  a separafp  " S 
complete  form.  “ e an° 

3767.  Do  those  Miscellaneous  documents  include  instructions  to  ambassad  • 
and  foreign  letters  ?— Yes  ; from  these  Miscellaneous  documents  I had  previouT 
transcribed  the  matter  which  forms  a considerable  part  of  the  two  volumes  f 
which  I have  recently  spoken. 

3768.  Of  those  you  were  to  make  a catalogue  ?— Yes ; with  instructions  t 

transcribe  those  articles  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  most  valuable ; these  WP!° 
to  be  printed  entire.  ’ 'ere 

3769.  Did  you  ever  express  to  Mr.  Cooper  any  opinion  of  the  value  of  thes 
documents  ? — I more  than  once  mentioned  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  in  my  opinion  the 
bulk  of  these  documents  commonly  styled  “ Miscellaneous  ? ought  not  to  be  con 
sidered  as  Miscellaneous,  since  certain  distinct  classes  of  considerable  magnitude 
were  included  under  that  denomination  ; that  moreover  a very  large  proportion  of 
them  was  of  comparatively  inconsiderable  value,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  reallv 
valuable  Miscellaneous  documents,  speaking  in  the  correct  sense  in  which  that 
term  should  be  applied,  might  be  printed  entire  at  no  very  great  cost  to  the 
country. 

3770.  That  would  be  going  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  the  catalogue  would  be 
useless  ?— I do  not  go  to  that  extent;  but  I stated  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  I thought 
the  funds  of  the  commission  and  my  own  time  might  be  expended  to  better 
advantage  if  I were  employed  elsewhere,  or  upon  other  work. 

3771.  In  consequence  of  the  insignificance  of  these  documents  ?— Yes,  insignifi- 
cance when  compared  with  the  records  in  other  offices,  and  when  viewed  in 
connexion  with  the  objects  for  which  I was  instructed  to  commence  my  labours  at 
the  Tower. 

• 3772.  Did  Mr.  Cooper  adopt  this  suggestion  ? — No.  I suggested  to  Mr. 
Cooper  that  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  print  the  early  Pipe  Rolls  up  to  the 
commencement  of  the  reign  of  King  John,  at  which  period  the  Charter  and  Close 
Rolls  begin ; my  suggestion  was  not  attended  to. 

3773-  But  the  work  you  represented  to  Mr.  Cooper  as  so  comparatively  worth- 
less has  been  proceeded  in  since  ?— Yes,  to  a certain  extent  it  has ; but  not  to  any 
great  extent,  because  I caused  the  more  valuable  of  these  Miscellaneous  docu- 
ments to  be  transcribed,  and  I have  since  directed  my  clerks  to  proceed  with  the 
remainder  of  those  documents  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  had  commenced, 
namely,  the  ancient  correspondence,  in  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  it  printed  as  a 
separate  work ; and  having  completed  these  transcripts,  I find  they  will  form 
about  three  thick  octavo  volumes.  When  that  task  was  finished,  I commenced 
transcription  of  the  Cartae  Antiqum,  about  two-thirds  of  vchich  are  now  copied  j 
and  when  these  rolls  are  completed,  that  work  will  also  form  about  three  octavo 
volumes. 


3774-  Did  you  understand  from  Mr.  Cooper  why  he  wished  you  to  continue 
the  proceeding  of  this  catalogue,  which  you  stated  to  him  was  so  comparatively 
insignificant?— When  I mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Cooper,  he  told  me  that  the  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  the  commissioners  was,  that  the  work  ought  to  be  continued, 
as  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  had  been  employed  a year  upon  it;  and  that  as  they 
had  come  to  that  conclusion,  it  was  unavailing  for  me  to  make  any  observations 
upon  the  subject.  In  fact,  the  way  in  which  my  suggestions  were  received, 
was  not  such  as  to  induce  me  to  revive  the  subject  after  I had  thus  discharged  my 
own  conscience. 

3775 - You  succeeded  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  in  this  work?— Yes;  there  was  a 

\ short 
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1 between  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s,  nomination  to  the  Chap-  j.  Stevens on,  Esq. 

5lort  mtera  a intment  undev  the  Record  Commission.  ' — 

t « B°uspy  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  leave  any  materials  for  you?— I received  five 


C T)id  Sir  Francis  i'algrave  leave  any  ------  . 

volumes  of  transcripts  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  had  made  dunn0 
*“  r to  Which  he  was  employed  at  the  Tower;  the  greater  part  of  these  was 
4?  ye?mm  the  foreign  correspondence.  - , . 

;°p-i  you  receive  any  portion  of  the  catalogue  which  had  been  framed  by 
3777- 

KTi-vnp  whatever. 


9 May  1836- 


?_None  whatever. 


“‘’llTo't  any  materials  for  it?— None  whatever.  _ . , 

377  * n-v- j vqU  fin(i  in  operation  any  plan  for  arranging  and  sorting  the  lecords 
SJtd  been  carried  on  by  Sir  Fraucis?-No ; the  catalogue  was  formed  on 
whicn  nau  X-J  *L:„  ..1„„  TV/T*  Parmer  and  he  submitted  it  to 


’V  had  been  carried  on  oy  oir  rraueisr— ~ . 
ldl  „ nlan  I communicated  this  plan  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  he  submitted  it  to 
? wd  it  was  adopted  without  modification  or  alteration  m any  way;  and 
the  boaiu  , T , *, farmed  several  thousand  slins. 


heard  - it  was  adopted  wiiuoul  muu»m.auwu  ui  ^ - j j 

"this  nlan  I have  acted  throughout,  and  formed  several  thousand  slips. 

"p0Pio  Have  you  been  employed  in  arranging  and  sorting  the  Miscellaneous 
lecords  r— No,  I had  not  the  power  of  doing  so. 


Wh7?-I  Sid" no“ SI  i^Ss-  to  that  effect.  Mr  Petrie  the 

; 37“  the' records  there,  would  not  have  permitted  me  to  interfere  with  the 
leePl,tinns  of  his  office.  No  such  arrangement  was  attempted  by  Sir  F.  Palgrave, 

I1!S“  instructions  were  not  more  extensive  than  his.  I have  reason  to  be- 
VevpThat  in  the  minute  of  the  board  which  was  sent  to  Mr.  Petrie,  no  intimation 
1 civpn  to  him  that  it  was  ever  intended  that  I should  employ  myself  m airang- 
’ fad  sorting  the  Miscellaneous  documents;  had  such  intimation  been  given, 

5 X foerstanding  would  have  probably  been  removed  by  Ins  representations 
C board  In  fact,  the  manner  in  which  I receive  documents  from  the  officers 

he  Tower  is  by  tale.  These  documents  are  entered  in  a hook,  and  a receipt 
.ten  for  them ; when  returned  they  are  restored  to  them  former  places  by  a 
Seman  of  the  establishment;  arrangement  is  therefore  out  of  my  power  In 
™tfonce  with  the  rules  of  the  office,  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Petne  I 
fow  made  it  a rule  to  replace  each  document  in  the  same  bundle  in  which  I 

Then,  in  fact,  Mr.  Cooper  must  have  been  in  error  when  he  states  you 
have  been  employed  in  sorting,  arranging  and  superintending  the  cleaning  of  the 
Misceltaeo™  records  P-Mrfcooper  must  have  misunderstood  my  reports  or  my 
instructions.  I indeed  could  have  arranged  the  catalogue,  but  I had  no  power 
nver  the  documents  themselves.  , -.T  , 

,783.  You  have  been  employed  in  editing  the  foreign  correspondence  ?-Not 

in  Killing  it ; in  preparing  it  for  the  press.  When  I named  the  subject  to  Mr. 
Cooper  which  I did  several  times,  he  told  me  that  there  existed  a minute  of  the 
hoard  directing  that  work  to  be  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave ; he  told  me, 
however,  that  when  I had  prepared  the  work  for  the  press,  my  name  should  be 
inserted  as  the  editor  instead  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  & About  the  end  of  last 
year,  when  I told  him  that  it  was  nearly  ready,  he  promised  me  that  it  should  go 
to  press  very  speedily  ; namely,  as  soon  as  the  funds  of  the  board  would  allow  of 
it.  In  the^ast  quarterly  report  which  I have  made  (25th  March),  I mentioned 
that  the  transcript  of  the  work  was  completed.  Since  that  period  I have  had  no 

further  instructions  upon  the  subject. 

3784.  Bv  whom  were  you  originally  appointed  to  edit  the  work  I was  not 
appointed  to  edit  the  work  ; I was  merely  directed  to  employ  myself  in  Paring 
it  for  the  press,  and  was  told  that  it  should  be  edited  by  me,  under  the  orde 

authorizing  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  to  print  it. 

3785.  Do  you  know  whether  he  ever  applied  to  the  board  to  substitute  you 
for  Sir  Francis  Palgrave?— 1 presume  that  he  did  not;  he  having  heaid  from  me 
that  it  was  ready  to  go  to  press,  and  I not  having  heard  from  him  since  upon  the 

10  3)86.  In  fact  you  have  been  employed  to  make  all  the  preparations  of  a work 
for  the  press,  without  knowing  whether  you  are  editor,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  pub- 
lished’?-! am  not  aware  whether  there  is  any  order  of  the  board  under  which 
I am  to  be  editor  of  that  work  ; I can  only  say,  that  I acted  under  the  p.ev.ous 
order,  which  I have  mentioned,  as'  more  immediately  applicable  to  Sir  lrancts 

tf^  You  have  stated  that  no  such  instruction  has  been  given?— No  such 
order  of  the  board  has  been  communicated  to  me. 

3788.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley.]  Your  original  engagement  with  Mr.  Coope 
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q.  was,  that,  you  were  to  be  inserted  as  editor  instead  of  Sir  Francis  PaDrave 

as  you  reported  it  ready  for  the  press:  you  have  reported  it  as  read  ’ T S°0Q 
press,  and  since  then  you'  have  had  no  communication  from  Mr  pL  °r  .^e 


Exactly  s 


communication  from  Mr.  Cooper' 


3789.  Chairman .]  What  has  been  your  employment  for  extra  hourO_-\ 
employment  in  extra  hours  has  been  in  forming  a chronological  abstract  7- 
documents  transcribed  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera;  of  that  ratoi  ° 

vnlnmp  ^ at  npocc  anrl  o , Ldtal0gUe  Q 


volume  is  finished  at  press,  and  contains  a detailed  analysis  of  a large  coil  ' ^ 
of  state  papers  and  letters,  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  to  th«  0 ect.‘°n 
of -Elizabeth.  e accession 

3790.  Is  that  Appendix  E.? — Yes:  the  second  volume  is  in  preparation 
a considerable  part  is  printed.  In  connexion  with  these  volumes,  I think  it 

in  justice  to  myself  and  the  board,  to  mention  that,  kuowing  the  general  d *"  • 
faction  which  these  appendixes  to  the  report  upon  the  new  edition  of  the 
have  excited  in  the  mind  of  the  public,  I have  refrained  for  several  monthsf 
continuing  Appendix  E,  thereby  depriving  myself  of  a considerable  part  of 
annual  emoluments.  F 01  m)’ 

3791.  At  what  rate  were  you  paid  for  those? — Five  guineas  per  sheet, 
remuneration  is  exceedingly  small,  I must  add  that  the  terms 


As  the 


myself,  upon  Mr.  Cooper’s  statement  to  me  that  the  commissioners  were 
much  displeased  with  the  exorbitant  demands  made  by  some  of  the  gentlp  ™ 
employed  by  them  as  editors  ; and  his  advice  to  me,  given  as  a friend,  that  I &U  u 
not  prejudice  the  commissioners  against  me  by  acting-in  a similar  manner  TJn 
that  representation  and  advice  1 voluntarily  fixed  what  must  be  considered  a ve 
inadequate  scale  of  payment,  namely,  five  guineas  a sheet ; for  you  will  observe 
that  the  octavo  page  which  is  adopted  is  unusually  large,  and  that  a dispronor 
tionately  small  type  is  employed  ; the  abstract,  too,  is  formed  upon  a plan  which 
involves  considerable  labour ; dates,  and  modern  names  of  places  and  persons  beino- 
supplied,  and  the  whole  arranged  chronologically.  When  the  commission  does 
not  hesitate  to  pay  five  guineas  per  sheet  for  the  editorship  of  records,  the  tran- 
scription of  which  it  pays  besides,  my  remuneration  for  Appendix  E is  at  a rate 
which  is,  I believe,  unprecedentedly  low. 

3792.  This  is  printed  as  an  appendix  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  Report?— Yes;  Iwasnot 
aware  of  that  fact  until  some  progress  had  been  made  at  press  ; I thought  it  was 
to  have  been  an  independent  work.  When  I saw  the  form  of  the  page  and  the 
size  of  the  type,  I recollect  remarking  to  the  printer  that  I did  not  admire  Mr. 
Cooper  s taste  in  making  such  a selection,  and  that  I did  not  think  the  work  when 
finished  would  range  with  the  other  publications  of  the  Record  Commission.  Even 
then  I was  not  informed  that  this  chronological  abstract  was  to  form  merely  an 
appendix  to  a report  on  the  Fcedera  ; had  this  fact  been  intimated  to  me,  I might 
perhaps  have  objected  to  employ  myself  upon  it. 

3793-  When  you  talked  of  it  as  a mere  matter  of  taste,  you  did  not  know  it  was 
to  be  an  appendix  the  form  and  type  of  which  would  be  regulated  by  other  con- 
siderations?—I did  not  know  that  such  was  to  be  the  case;  indeed  I began  chat 
abstract  long  before  I was  in  the  service  of  the  board,  and  at  a period  when  I did 
not  know  so  much  of  the  affairs  of  the  Record  Commission  as  I now  do. 

3794-  *iow  came  you  to  be  preparing  at  the  Museum  a catalogue  of  documents 
which  are  required  now  for  a work  which  you  could  not  then  have  contemplated? 

1 became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cooper  at  the  Museum  in  the  year  1832;  at  that 
time  le  was  pursuing  his  investigations- into  English  documents  existing  in  foreign 
ibiaues.  I then  saw  Mr.  Cooper  almost  daily,  and  happening  to  possess  some 
catalogues  of,  or  information  upon,  such  documents,  I communicated  them  to 
him  ; this  led  to  further  conversation  upon  the  works  contemplated  by  the  board, 
and  he  asked  me  if  I should  have  any  objection  to  make  a chronological  abstract 

0 the  documents  which  had  been  transcribed  for  the  Fcedera.  I consented  to  do 
so  ; and  without  coming  to  any  pecuniary  arrangement,  I commenced  the  volume 
which  you  have  m your  hand.  It  was  finished  and  was  paid  for  in  August  last 
yeai.  Upon  the  day  of  settlement  Mr.  Cooper  made  the  observations  to  which 

1 have  recently  alluded,  and  according  to  his  advice  I consented  to  accept  pay- 
ment at  the  rate  of  five  guineas  per  sheet;  I did  not  know  the  terms  until  that 
period. 

-p  3795%^Th°1  ^0U  un<^ers^anc^  to  be  the  editor  of  the  new  edition  of  the 

Fcedera?— I do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Cooper  or  Mr.  Black. 

3790.  Did  Mr.  Black  superintend  this  in  any  way 


-No. 

I 


3797* 
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Had  he  any  communication  with  you  upon  the  subject  ? No  ; the  plan  j 

Execution  are  entirely  my  own.  ^ . , 

R How  is  it  you  have  been  drawing  up  a catalogue  of  materials  for  a work 
379“-  d b othel.  persons,  without  those  persons  having  any  communication 
t°.T®fji<  upon  the  subject  of  the  work  you  were  drawing  up?  It  is  a difficult 
* kfj'or  me  to  answer ; I do  not  know  how  I shall  meet  it. 
quesWM*  .s  a calaiogue  0f  materials  to  be  used  by  Mr.  Cooper  or  Mr. 
Blackh-By  the  editor  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  whoever  that  editor 

m”soo  Is  it  not  rather  extraordinary  that  a catalogue  of  materials  to  be  used  for 
\ i,  should  be  published,  without  ever  having  been  inspected  by  the  person 
Her  whose  auspices  that  work  is  to  be  published  ? — I presume  that  all  the 
iments  of  which  -you  see  an  abstract  are  not  to  be  published  in  the  Foedera ; 

.,c  j many  of  these"  documents,  as  I have  frequently  mentioned  to  Mr.  Cooper, 
not  have  been  transcribed.  The  volume  before  you  is  meant  rather  to  be 
S uide  to  the  future  editor  of  the  New  Edition  of  the  Fcedera,  by  showing  him 
tl,f comparative  value  of  the  documents. 

2801.  What  is  the  utility  of  this  volume  to  the  public? — It  gives  them  in  a 
hort  space  an  insight,  good  or  bad,  into  an  immense  number  of  documents  which 
i Jv  otherwise  would  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing. 

2802.  Not  connected  with  the  Foedera? — No,  independent  of  that  work. 

2803.  Then  it  is  obvious  from  your  statement,  that  the  work  ought  to  be  pub- 

lished without  any  reference  to  the  Fcedera,  and  as  a distinct  work  i I think  it 
more  desirable  that  it  should  be  so.  . , 

2804.  It  has  been  stated  here  by  Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  examination,  that  an  esti- 
mate has  been  made  of  the  expense  of  forming  calendars  of  the  records  in  the 
Tower  and  that  it  amounts  to  the  sum  of  366,800  l. ; it  has  been  stated  by 
another  witness,  Mr.  Hardy,  that  he  has  made  very  detailed  calculations,  by  which 
he  arrives  at  the  result  that  the  utmost  expense  of  such  an  undertaking  would  be 
somethino-  between  25,000 1.  and  26,000 1.  The  calculations  given  by  Mr. 
Cooper  appear  in  some  measure  to  be  founded  on  your  authority ; for  he  states, 
“I  have  desired  Mr.  Stevenson  to  examine  the-data  furnished  by  the  return  that 
Mv.  Petrie  made  in  1831,  and  to  calculate  what  would  be  the  cost  of  perfecting 
the'calendars  of  all  the  records  preserved  at  the  Tower.”  That  calculation  has  been 
made : and  as  the  result  of  that  calculation,  which  he  thus  attributes  to  you,  he 
gives  the  large  sum  I have  mentioned? — I am  aware  that  such  a statement  has 
been  made  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and'  I think  it  necessary  to  offer  a few  observations 
upon  the  subject.  I happened  to  see  Mr.  Cooper,  I think  on  a Saturday  ; he 
mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  given  in  evidence  before  this  Committee,  that  lie 
believed  a very  considerable  sum,  greater  indeed  than  the  funds  of  the  commis- 
sion could  afford,  would  be  required  to  be  expended  upon  the  formation  ot  a cata- 
logue of  the  Miscellaneous  documents  in  the  Tower.  For  the  purpose  ot  sup- 
porting this  assertion,  he  requested  that  I would  look  at  Mr.  Petrie  s statement  of 
the  sum  which  would  be  required  to  perfect  one  series  of  rolls,  and  apply  that  to 
a calculation  which  should  embrace  the  whole  of  the  documents  in  the  lower, 
including  the  Chancery  proceedings.  He  asked  me  to  bring  this  calculation  on 
the  ensuing  Monday  : in  reply  I told  him  that  it  would  be  impossible  during  that 
interval  of  time  to  make  anything  except  an  exceedingly  wide  guess  upon  the 
subject ; but  when  he  stated  that  even  a guess  would  be  satisfactory,  I endeavoured 
from  the  very  inadequate  data  with  which  I was  furnished,  and  without  going  to 
the  Tower,  to  make  a species  of  calculation.  I beg  it  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  this  calculation  is  one  which  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  compe- 
tition with  Mr.  Hardy’s ; that  as  I meant  my  crude  statement  solely  tor  Mr. 
Cooper’s  own  private  information,  and  had  no  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  e 
introduced  as  evidence,  I strongly  protest  against  the  use  which  has  been  made 
of  it.  I distinctly  remember  that  when  I placed  it  in  Mr.  Cooper  s hands,  1 tola 
him  it  was  de.  trop  ; that  the  result  carried  with  it  proof  of  its  absurdity.  1 stated 
then,  as  I do  now,  that  I had  no  opportunity  of  employing  the  calculations  by 
which  Mr.  Hardy  has  arrived  at  the  result  which  you  have  mentioned  ; and  know- 
ing the  pains  which  he  has  taken  to  ascertain  the  truth,  I am  under  the  necessi  y 
of  avowing  that  I am  now  perfectly  aware  he  is  right,  and  that  l am  wiong. 

3805.  The  error  of  your  calculation  we  are  to  attribute  to  the  erroneous  data 

on  which  it  was  prepared  ? — Yes.  . ? v . 

3806.  Did  it  strike  vou  that  the  data  were  erroneous  at  the  time . t » 
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J.  Stevenson,  Esq.  I said  to  Mr.  Cooper,  when  I gave  him  the  paper,  which  should  nnf 

_ dignified  with  the  name  of  a calculation,  “ Here  is  the  result,  but  it  is  nh^6  ,been 

9 May  1836.  no  use  to  yQU»  1S  obVlOl,S]y  of 

3807.  Did  you  say  the  data  were  incorrect? — Yes,  I did. 

3808.  In  spite  of  that  remark  of  yours,  Mr.  Cooper  has  given  the  0- 

a return  founded  on  data  that  the  person  who  had  calculated0  the  rPfn  J;ac?mittee 
ho  5 tv/t-  n i , ..  . . , ‘ciurn,  fated  to 


be  absurd  ?— Mr.  Cooper  has,  it  appears,  produced  it  in  evidencerknmi?^!10 

5 ; when  I gave  it  to  him,  I was  not  aware  nf  at 
it,  and  when  T learned  that  this  , ,Use 


my  opinion  of  its  accuracy  was  , wucn  x gave  u to  nun,  1 was  not  aware  of 
which  he  intended  to  make  of  it,  and  when  I learned  that  this  calculation  hL  k 6 
produced  in  evidence,  I felt  considerable  surprise  that  public  use  should  h 56611 
of  a document  which  I considered  private ; so  much  so,  that  when  Mr  Con  “ade 
a subsequent  period  requested  I would  make  calculations  applicable  to  som  0 at 
record  offices,  towards  which  I had  data  infinitely  superior  to  those  enrol!  °J  • 
the  calculation  relative  to  the  Tower,  I expressly  declined  to  do  so.  I 
Mr.  Cooper  has  placed  me  in  a situation  which  compels  roe  to  brina  this!  1 
nation  before  the  notice  of  the  Committee,  but  I feel  bound  to  do  so  in 
defence.  in  se«- 

3809.  You  felt  bound  to  explain  to  the  Committee  the  way  in  which  the  e i 
lation  was  made?— Yes  ; which  I knew  at  the  time,  and  stated  to  Mr  Conn.!'!"' 
be  erroneous.  ' U0Pei>  to 

3&10.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley .]  At  the  time  you  made  it,  you  expressed 
opinion  that  it  was  not  one  upon  which  a correct  calculation  could  be  founded?  1 
Certainly  so.  Besides,  I must  remark  that  the  difference  in  the  gross  sums  of  th 
two  calculations  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  a fact  which  must  not  be  lost  sip-ht  nf 
namely,  that  Mr.  Cooper’s  calculation  includes,  while  Mr.  Hardy’s  omits  th* 
Chancery  proceedings;  a class  of  documents  which  more  than  equals  the  whole  nf 
the  other  records  in  the  Tower.  01 

38ii • Chairman.']  You  believe  Mr.  Hardy’s  calculation  to  be  accurate  ?— Yes  • 
because  I know  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  conducted,  and  the  details  throuo’h 
which  the  result  was  arrived  at.  » 

3812.  You  know  the  data  of  Mr.  Hardy  ? — Yes. 

3813-  You  believe  them  to' be  correct  ?— Yes ; 1 know  that  he  was  employed 
during  six  weeks  upon  that  calculation,  and  that  to  ensure  its  accuracy  he  examined 
each  roll,  counted  the  membranes  in  each  roll,  and  the  instruments  upon  each 
membrane ; he  then  formed  an  abstract,  not  only  by  his  own  hand,  but  that  a 
similar  abstract  was  made  by  an  experienced  clerk,  under  his  superintendence. 
Having  found  the  aggregate  number  of  instruments,  and  the  average  length  of 
time  which  would  be  required  to  analyze  them,  he  saw  the  time  which  the  whole 
would  require,;  and  by  giving  so  much  a day  to  the  clerk,  and  so  much  a day  to 
the  editor,  he  saw  exactly  not  only  the  time  which  would  be  required,  but  to  a 
fraction  the  sum  of  money  which  the  calendar  would  cost.  Mr.  Hardy’s  calcula- 
tions are  therefore  perfectly  correct,  and  of  course  mine  perfectly  erroneous. 

3814.  , Von  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  you  knew  the  data  by  which  you 
have  arrived  at  an  estimate  more  than  14  times  the  amount  required,  to  be  absurd, 
and  that  you  so  stated  to  Mr.  Cooper  at  the  time?— Yes  ; and  moreover,  that  when 

, ,?Pe1’  tol“  me  that  ho  had  given  my  loose  guess  in  evidence,  I told  him  the 

plan  which  ought  to  have  been  pursued  in  such  a calculation,  and  stated  that  it 
wa?  abs°lutely  necessary  t°  examine  each  roll,  each  membrane,  each  instrument; 
and  after  an  abstract  had  been  made  of  an  average  number  of  instruments,  a calcu- 
lation might  safely  be  commenced,  but  not  until  then. 

38 1 5.  In  consequence  of  that  representation  did  Mr.  Cooper  take  any  pains  to 
get  such  an  improved  estimate  ? — I am  not  aware  of  what  Mr.  Cooper  may  have 

one , ut  as  I mentioned  to  him  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  providing  himself  with  such 
an  es  ima  ,e,  le  might  think  that  any  further  proceedings  were  unnecessary, 
c ?i  1 'JP?  y°u  think,  from  what  you  have  seen  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  and 
ot  those  that  are  in  any  way  interesting  to  the  public,  that  a calendar  or  index 
nhr  T f sfv,c®able-r— I certainly  think  it  would  be  an  acceptable  gift  to  the 
public  it  a calendar  of  numerous  documents  in  the  Tower  were  made,  particularly  to 
the  Latent  Close,  Fine,  Liberate  and  other  Chancery  Rolls  ; but  if  this  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  Miscellaneous  documents  there,  I would  add,  that  a great  deal  of 
misapprehension  has  arisen  from  the  vague  manner  in  which  that  term  has  been 
used,  and  that  many  of  them  are  not  worth  the  cost  which  a calendar  would 
demand. 

3817.  Do 
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8i7  D0  y°u  nofc  think  that  with  respect  to  all  records  of  value,  that  calendars 
^ st  essential  ? — Decidedly  I do. 

316  818  Do  you  think  that  an  expense  of  between  25,000?.  and  26,000?.  for  all 
3 documents  in  the  Tower,  would  be  an  expense  which  it  would  be  useful  for  the 
mmissioners  to  go  to,  in  the  course  of  time?— If  my  opinion  can  be  of  any  weight, 
{decidedly  say  that  the  funds  of  the  commission  could  not  be  applied  to  a more 

Matthew  Ridley. ~]  And  that  it:  would  be  worth  it  ? — Yes,  not  only 
for  leo-ai  purposes,  but  for  historical  and  antiquarian. 

820.  Chairman .]  Have  you  seen  some  specimens  of  catalogues  that  were  made 
, jyj-j..  *c0le,  for  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  ? — Yes,  I saw  three  or  four 
sheets  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  hands. 

0821.  Were  they  shown  to  you  by  Mr.  Cooper? — Yes,  they  were. 

0822!  About  what  time  was  that  ? — I have  been  endeavouring  to  recollect  the 
time  • I think  it  must  have  been  about  March  last  year,  but  of  the  exact  date 
to  a month  I speak  with  diffidence  ; certainly  it  was  early  in  that  year. 

3823.  Did  he  express  any  opinion  of  those  catalogues  ? — Yes,  he  expressed  a 
very  decided  opinion. 

3824.  What  was  it  ?— A very  favourable  one ; he  told  me  that  he  should  be 
rejoiced  when  my  operations  at  the  Tower  had  been  continued  so  long  as  to  pro- 
duce a similar  work. 

3825.  He  showed  them  to  you  as  specimens  of  a good  catalogue  ? — Yes,  and 

coupled  it  with  the  hope  of  seeing  a similar  catalogue  of  the  Miscellaneous  docu- 
ments in  the  Tower.  . 

3826.  Have  you  heard  of  these  specimens,  shown  to  you  as  specimens  of  a good 
catalogue,  being  subsequently  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the  erroneous  plan 
upon  which  they  were  formed,  and  the  want  of  accuracy  in  their  compilation  ?■ — 

I have  heard  that  such  is  the  case. 

3827.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a school  of  young  transcribers  ? — If  by  a school 
of  young  transcribers  you  mean  those  young  gentlemen  employed  under  Mr.  Black 
at  the  Museum,  I have  heard  of  such  a school,  inasmuch  as  one  of  the  pupils  was 
transferred  from  the  Museum  to  assist  me  at  the  Tower. 

3828.  Do  you  know  how  many  there  are  at  school  ? — I believe  there  are  four  or 
five.  The  pupils  do  not  seem  to  have  made  much  progress ; for  the  only  one  of 
these  gentlemen  with  whom  I have  had  any  dealings,  told  me  that  they  had  not 
been  employed  in  transcribing  documents  of  any  great  antiquity,  and  that  he  and 
his  companions  were  chiefly  occupied  in  copying  the  matter  which  was  not 
inserted  in  Rymer’s  Foedera ; these  papers  were  written  about  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century. 

3829.  What  was  their  age? — He  was  about  22  or  23  years  of  age:  he  was,  as 
I believe  the  others  are,  a young  gentleman  of  considerable  attainments  and  of 
respectable  connexions  ; his  salary  did  not  exceed  40  ?.  a year. 

3830.  Under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Black  they  are  learning  to  transcribe  docu- 
cuments  not  150  years  old,  which  are  the  documents  rejected  by  Rymer  in  the 
formation  of  his  Foedera? — Yes,  so  it  would  appear-,  if  I am  right  in  supposing 
that  these  young  gentlemen  form  the  school  of  young  transcribers. 

3831.  What  can  be  the  utility  of  learning  to  transcribe  documents  of  that 
nature  ?— Their  time  appears  to  me  to  be  thrown  away,  and  these  transcripts 
upon  which  they  have  been  employed  are  of  no  earthly  value. 

3832.  Mr.  Pusei /.]  Are  they  transcribing  from  the  folio  manuscripts  of  Rymer? 
—Yes,  they  are  transcribing  Rymer’s  transcripts,  the  originals  of  the  greater  part 
of  which  are  in  the  Tower. 

3832.  Chairman .]  This  gentleman  who  was  draughted  off  to  you,  did  you  find 
him  competent  to  read  records? — Certainly  not;  I had  to  teach  him  the  rudiments 
of  his  business;  he  told  me  he  had  not  before  transcribed  any  documents  of  the 
age  of  Edward  the  First,  having  been  solely  employed  in  copying  Rymer’s 
Collectanea ; and  a considerable  portion  of  my  time  was  occupied  in  teaching  him 
to  read  documents  of  this  age,  and  in  correcting  his  transcripts  from  them  ; and 
when  he  had  made  some  progress,  and  had  become  useful,  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  a situation  in  the  department  of  Antiquities  in  the  Museum,  and 
consequently  left  me  and  the  school. 

3834.  So  that  the  school  of  young  transcribers  has  not  produced  any  very  great 
adepts  in  the  art  of  transcribing? — This  is  the  only  opportunity  I have  had  of  judging. 

3835.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Are  you  aware  whether  the  other  scholars  were  employed 
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J.  Stevenson,  Esq.  in  the  same  way? — Yes,  I believe  they  are  employed  in  the  same  way;  thev 

have  been  incidentally  employed  upon  other  work,  but  I have  occasion  to  k ^ 

9 May  1836.  that  they  are  generally  and  almost  solely  occupied  in  transcribing  Rymer’s  pT 
lectanea.  J 

3836.  Chairman .]  From  what  you  judged  of  his  capabilities,  and  from  his 
account  of  the  work  he  had  been  performing,  was  that  work  of  a literary  or 

of  a mechanical  nature  ? — I should  say  it  was  too  mechanical.  ler 

3837.  It  seems  to  have  been  work  hardly  very  different  from  that  of 
attorney’s  clerk  ? — Exactly  so ; the  transcripts  are  written  in  a very  plain  hauY 
and  to  be  fitted  to  re-transcribe  them  requires  no  diplomatic  knowledge.  ^ 

3838.  Can  you  conceive  how,  for  such  a work  as  that,  it  was  necessary  that 
these  young  gentlemen  should  have  had  opportunities  of  access  to  a large  library 
which  Mr.  Cooper  states  in  his  return  to  Parliament  had  been  partly  collected  fo  • 
their  behoof? — I am  at  a loss  to  conjecture  how  such  can  be  the  case  when  thes* 
young  gentlemen  are  solely  employed  at  the  Museum,  and  consequently  have 
access  there  to  all  the  books  which  can  be  requisite  for  their  studies. 

3839-  They  would  have  access  to  all  the  books  there  ? — Yes,  and  to  many  more 
than  Mr.  Cooper  can  be  supposed  to  have  in  his  library. 

3840.  Have  you  seen  that  return  to  Parliament? — No,  I have  not. 

3841.  It  would  appear  from  your  account  that  the  work  they  have  had  to  per- 
form was  a work  requiring  no  consultation  of  any  book  whatever? — No,  unless 
they  attempted  conjectural  emendation,  which  is  often  necessary  to  correct  the 
gross  absurdities  evident  in  the  greater  part  of  Rymer’s  transcripts ; but  even  in 
that  supposition,  I do  not  know  that  such  a library  would  be  requisite  or  useful. 

3842.  For  that  work  they  would  hardly  have  been  qualified,  namely,  the  work 
of  conjectural  emendation  ?— I should  think  not. 

3843.  Mr.  Pusey.~\  You  state  that  those  transcripts  of  Rymer  are  very  inac- 

curate ; are  you  aware  whether  those  re-transcripts  are  equally  inaccurate?— I pre- 
sume they  are  true  copies  of  the  matter  which  Rymer  would  not  introduce  into 
the  Fcedera.  I have  frequently  consulted  them,  and  almost  always  found  them  so 
inaccurate  that  I could  not  use  them.  The  same  opinion  is  expressed  by  Sir 
Harris  Nicolas,  in  the  preface  to  one  of  the  volumes  of  tlie  Proceedings  of  Privy 
Council.  1 

3844.  Where  are  the  originals  of  these  documents? — For  the  most  part  in  the 
Tower.  Upon  one  occasion,  when  one  of  those  young  gentlemen  was  re-tran- 
scribing a document  which  Rymer  had  copied  in  a faulty  manner  from  the 
Rotuli  Scotia?,  it  was  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  Rotuli  Scotia?  had  been  printed ; 
upon  a reference  to  the  printed  volume  he  found  the  correct  reading,  and  was  thus 
able  to  remove  the  difficulty  over  which  he  had  been  puzzling. 

3845-  Chairman. ] Do  you  know  how  this  young  man  who  came  to  you  got  the 
situation  under  you  ? — When  I made  an  application  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  further 
assistance,  he  requested  me  to  ask  Mr.  Black  whether  any  of  the  gentlemen  under 
hizn  might  be  qualified  to  assist  me  at  the  Tower.  Mr.  Black  recommended  Mr. 
Biz’ch,  the  gentleman  of  whom  I speak,  as  being  the  individual  best  qualified  for  the 
work  which  I had  to  carry  on. 

3846.  How  many  clerks  have  you  under  your  employ  at  this  time? — I have 
two. 

3847.  Are  they  dependent  on  you  or  Mr.  Cooper,  or  on  the  board,  for  their 
appointment  and  continuance  ? — d am  not  able  to  answer  the  question  with  accu- 
racy, but  I presume  they  are  dependent  on  me.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Hamilton,  was 
recommended  to  me  when  I was  first  employed  at  the  Towel*,  and  I taught  him 
his  business  from  the  beginning ; Mr.  Bond,  the  other,  was  with  Mr.  Hardy  till 
Mr.  Hardy  s operations  were  suspended,  and  then  Mr.  Cooper  directed  that  Mr. 
Bond’s  services  should  be  transferred  to  me. 

3848.  Was  the  salary  of  Mr.  Birch  augmented  on  his  coming  from  Mr.  Black 
to  you  t I regret  to  say  it  was  not.  I suggested  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  the  salary 
of  40  l.  a year  was  not  such  a sum  as  should  be  given  to  a gentleman  of  respecta- 
bility and  considerable  attainments ; and  I requested  that  as  Mr.  Birch  was 
employed  upon  work  of  a superior  nature,  he  should  receive  an  augmentation  of 
salary.  I regret  to  say  that  my  request  was  not  attended  to. 

3849.  Are  you  expected  or  permitted  to  make  any  report  to  the  commission 
respecting  the  proficiency  of  the  clerks  under  you  ? — No,  I have  never  been  called 
upon  to  do  so.  I have,  I believe,  incidentally  mentioned  in  my  quarterly  reports, 
that  in  consequence  of  having  to  teach  these  young  gentlemen  the  rudiments  of 
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• Vision  (which  I have  had  to  do  in  two  cases  out  of  three)  a very  consider-  j. 
thf  llav  arose,  and  that  my  work  was  correspondingly  impeded  ; but  whether  Mr. 

»ble  ' has  mentioned  this  fact  specifically  to  the  board,  I have  no  means  of 
Cooper  experienced  great  difficulty  with  one  young  gentleman  who  was  sent 
hnowmg*  * P about  three  months  jB  teaching  him  something  more 

*?  016  ’ the  reading  of  the  records,  I was  compelled  to  tel  Mr.  Cooper  that  he 
than  eve"  taUfied  foI4he  work  which  I was  carrying  on,  and  he  was  removed  from 
« Tower  I taught  him  Latin. 

1 8,0  By  whom  was  he  recommended  to  you?— He  was  recommended  by  Mr. 
nlpnden  Ker,  through  Mr.  Cooper. 

hie  was  recommended  to  you  by  Mr.  Cooper . Yes. 

8 s,'  Are  you  aware  of  any  clerks  who  have  been  dismissed  from  Sir  Francis 
v Wave’s  3 — I am  aware  that  when  I was  forming  transcripts  for  the  Fcedera, 
Matchwick,  formerly  one  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave;s  clerks  requested 
lo  be  employed,  and  he  remained  with  me  until  these  transcripts  foi  the  Fmdera 

’*5  3^1)°  you  know  whether  he  is  in  the  employment  of  the  commission  now  1 

t liplipve  lie  is  not.  . . . r •, 

Did  you  find  him  competent  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  transcription  of  records 
was  concerned  ; but  from  what  1 saw,  I did  not  think  he  was  eminently  qualified  to 
me  in  forming  calendars. 

3855-  Was  not  rnore  comPetenl;  t^an  gentleman  recommended  to  you 

Kv  flip  secretary  ? — Decidedly  he  was.  . „ _ , . 

Oo-g.  y\re  you  aware  whether  any  persons  in  the  capacity  of  clerks,  who  were 
wpII  educated  for  their  business,  have  been  dismissed,  and  are  now  out  of  empioy- 
mpnt  ’—From  a comparison  of  the  names  of  the  clerks  formerly  m Sir  Francis 
PaWrave’s  employment,  with  those  who  are  now  in  his  service,  it  appears  that 
certain  transcribers  formerly  employed  by  the  board  are  not  now  so  employed; 
whether  they  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  board  I have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing.  Mr.  Bond,  too,  recently  employed  in  the  Augmentation  Office, 
is  not  now  in  the  service  of  the  board.  , . . . . . . 

08 s7.  You  say  you  have  been  employed  m the  business  assigned  by  the  com- 
mission for  sub-commissioners,  and  that  you  have  also  been  engaged  in  editing 

that  Appendix?— Yes,  I have  been  so  employed. 

08^8  In  the  course  of  those  avocations  have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  consult 
the  library  of  the  commission?— I have  sometimes  used  the  library  of  the  Record 
Commission,  and  have  also  borrowed  one  book  from  Mr.  Cooper  s private  library, 
which  book  did  not  exist  in  the  library  of  the  commission.  . 

«8W.  How  do  you  know  whether  it  is  from  Mr.  Cooper  s library  or  m the 
library  of  the  commission  ? — Because  Mr,  Cooper  told  me  that  it  was  from  his 

^'So^What  was  that  ?— It  was  the  first  volume  of  the  State  Papers,  printed  by 
the  State  Paper  Office.  I have  frequently  borrowed  other  volumes  from  the 
Record  Commission  library,  but  they  were  chiefly  for  the  pursuit  of  my  own  private 


investigations. 

3861.  Where  is  that  library  kept?— In  Boswell-court. 

3862.  Are  you  generally  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  tnat  library . Is I o,  I 
cannot  presume  to  say  I am  ; I have  been  in  it  several  times,  and  have  looked  along 
the  shelves ; but  as  I have  never  examined  it  leisurely  nor  seen  a catalogue  ot  it, 
it  mav  contain  many  books  of  which  I have  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing. 

3863.  You  have  derived  comparatively  little  aid  from  it  ?— As  far  as  the  works 
of  the  commission  are  concerned  ; but  in  regard  to  my  own  private  pui suits  I have 
availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  it  affords  me  of  having  books  at  home 
which  I could  otherwise  only  have  consulted  at  the  Museum. 

3864.  Have  you  found  it  necessary,  to  assist  you  in  your  occupations  for  the 

commission,  to  purchase  any  books  for  yourself? — Yes.  For  the  catalogue  0 
documents  transcribed  for  the  Fcedera,  which  I see  upon  the  table,  I expended  a 
■very  considerable  sum  in  furnishing  myself  with  necessary  books  to  execute  that 
work  in  a creditable  manner.  . 

3865.  What  works  were  they  ?— They  were  chiefly  works  of  reference.  Amongst 
others,  I purchased  the  work  entitled,  L’Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates,  19  v°  s-  * 
Rymer’s  Fcedera,  19  vols.  folio  ; Moreri’s  Historical  Dictionary,  10  vols.  folio; 
Marteniere’s  Geographical  Dictionary,  10  vols.  folio  ; Dugdale’s  Baronage,  3 vo  s. 
•folio ; Douglas’s  Peerage  of  Scotland,  2 vols.  folio ; Chastelnau’s  Memoirs,  3/^s* 
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J.  Siam, 0«,  Esq.  folio ; Anderson’s  Genealogies,.  2 vols.  folio ; and  many  others  in  „„  . 
octavo.  "uarto  and 

3866.  Did  you  not  know  that  copies  of  those  books  were  existing  in  tlip  l'l 

of  the  commission,  for  the  use  not  only  of  the  school  of  young  transcribers 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  board  ?—  I was  not  aware  of  that  fact ; but  in  • 1 • e 
to  Mr.  Cooper  I must  add,  that  when  I told  him  I was  about  to  purchase  fEJUstlce 
entitled  L’Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates,  he  requested  me  to  do  so,  and  to  6 Wor^ 
to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  commission;  a privilege  of  which  I did  J?18611 
myself.  not  avail 

3867.  Have  you  charged  any  books  you  so  purchased  to  the  commission  ? r 

general  I have  not  done  so;  the  only  instance  which  I recollect  i«  , 
Notitia  Monastica.  lanners 

3S68.  Have  you  applied  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  purchase  any  other  books  for  »,  5 
1 have  requested  him  to  procure  two  volumes.  * u 

3869.  Flow  long  a time  were  you  engaged  upon  the  Appendix  (E.'l  since  „„ 
have  been  in  the  employment  of  the  commission  ? — I was  engaged  unon  it 
time  I entered  into  the  employment  of  the  board.  r “ tbe 

387°.  Have  you  been  engaged  upon  it  ever  since?— Yes,  upon  that  velum, 
which  you  have  before  you,  and  the  succeeding  volume ; but  although  7 
manuscripts  ready  to  send  to  press,  nothing  has  been  printed  for  sole  IS 
past,  for  the  reason  which  I formerly  stated.  “ “ 


Mercurii,  11"  die  Mail,  1836. 
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Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Sir  Matthew  Ridley. 
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Sir  H.  Nicolas, 
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Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  k.c.m.g.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

3871.  Chairman .]  I believe  you  have  had  occasion  to  make  a good  many 
researches  among  the  ancient  records  of  this  country  ?— Yes  J 

mi  re,searf es,  hT  heen  pa?ly  for  leSal  Partly  for  antiquarian 

purposes  .—Searches  for  legal  purposes  have  never  been  actually  made  by  me, 
because  as  counsel  I have  only  directed  them  to  be  made.  I was,  however,  of  course 
aware  ot  their  nature. 

r rt73'  Ibf5?vey0“  hare  direated  considerable  attention  for  some  years  past 
to  the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  the  Record  Commission  ?— During  the  last 
en  yeais  ave  paid  constant  attention  to  it.  In  consequence  of  my  literary 
and  professional  pursuits  my  attention  was  drawn  about  the  year  1827  to  the 
■ 6 PubI;e  records  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Record  Commission,  and 
■ .,  J'1’1™1  0;'  T ie  Parliamentary  Writs,”  “ The  Calendars  to  the  Proceedings 

” l T1  n ? °f  .castf ’ . to  those  in  “ The  Court  of  Chancery”  pubHshed 
“ uTr,  Retrospeetive  Review,”  towards  the  end  of  that  year  I noticed  the  dis- 
wlr7  4 n ?ann,ei'  ™ wh’o]l  many  of  the  ™rks  printed  by  the  Record  Commission 
wWh e“**ad’  “d.P°mted  out  serious  defects  in  the  plan  of  some  of  the  books 
r , /?  be  immediate  subject  of  that  article,  as  well  as  several  instances 
mismanagement  in  the  business  of  the  Com- 

attent;onSTalIlV  TlIS,Vas'  I bebeve,  the  first  occasion  on  which  the 
attention  ot  the  public  was  directed  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Record  Commission ; 
and  the  subject  was  renewed  m several  other  parts  of  “The  Retrospective 

whTcWr.  Tf  *eJear  721  Earfy  “ 1829  I resolved  to  bring  the  abases 
w hich  prevailed  in  Record  offices,  the  exorbitant  fees  demanded  for  inspecting 

crCot  Tymga?iy.P7t'°ftbeif  ““tents,  and  the  impediments  which  the  system 
mhwi  llIS,‘”lcal  “qmries  as  to  the  administration  of  justice,  pro- 

mmendy  before  the  pubhc;  and  m April  in  that  year  I wrote  an  article  on  the 
subject  m The  Vi  estminster  Review.”  The  salaries  and  fees  of  the  keepers 

and 
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, „„ll  the  regulations  in  each  office,  were  fully  stated;  and  many  Si. 
cle*6’  ‘rented  in  which  the  system  had  proved  most  injurious  to  literature 
instances  article  was,  however,  to  insist  that  the  public  had  a right 

The  main  objec  mmiments  without  any  charge  whatever  and  that  no 

of  acc®  Prions  on  their  use  ought  to  exist  than  what  were  absolutely  necessary 
other  restrictions  o Comments  Were  also  made  upon  the  expenditure  - 

for*®  3Se  costs  of  its  works,  and  its  total  neglect  of  testa- 
of  the  ^erecords  The  defect  in  the  constitution  of  the  Commission,  by  placing 
me  4 numerous  high  functionaries  of  state,  instead  of  persons  able  and 
„ to  d“  vote  their  time  to  its  duties,  and  the  consequent  delegation  of  those 
willing  secretary,  were  pointed  out  as  forming  the  principal  cause  of  the 
and  improper  expenditure  by  which  all  its  proceedings  had  been 
I observed,  in  conclusion,  that  the  present  system  respecting  the 
*SlTcords  “is  so  bad,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  various  keepers  either  to 
Pub’  t or  retard  researches  at  their  pleasure,  even  when  the  fees  are  paid,  whilst 
the  absolute  property  they  possess  in  the  records,  that  without  paying  the 
ffthev  may  exclude  every  man  in  the  country  from  ever  seeing  any  public ; m- 
in  their  custody  f and  the  following  suggestions  were  submitted  for  a 
stnimentm  ” state  0f  things “ First,  the  immediate  abolition  of 

“existing  Record  Commission;  secondly,  to  concentrate  the  various 
th  Ss  in  one  bmlding  in  a central  position  in  the  metropolis  ; thirdly,  to  allow 
KT.i tons  acceffi^  whh  full  permission  to  copy  any  record  in  either  of  them, 

. S fte  superintendence  of  one  officer  of  the  establishment,  so  as  not . only  to 
nprmit  but  to  afford  every  facility  and  encouragement  to  research,  fourthly,  to 
P i toe  necesLy  number  of  persons,  with  moderate  salaries,  to  arrange  and 
?PJTtl,e  masses  of  documents,  which,  notwithstanding  the  sums  expended  by  the 
Co”om  were  perilling  for  wantof  common  care,  and  of  die  con  ten  s 

- e of  wbiVb  not  a creature  living  has  the  remotest  idea,  fifthly,  to  cause 

of  some  of  which i not a c™e  ^ d in  record  offices,  t0  be  really  what 

■ they  profess  to’be,  clerks,  to  exact  from  them  rigorous  attention  to  their  duty  for  at 
S St  hours  a day  instead  of  five,  as  at  the  Tower,  and  two  and  a half,  as  at 
the  Chanter  House,  not  to  permit  them  to  be  sub-commissioneis  or  record 
agents,  as  at  present,  and  to  pay  them  liberally,  though  «orl th“e 

lastly.  nominate  three  responsible  persons  as  commissioners  to  see  those 

objects  eameitonto  ex  ^ mean  by  record  agents!— Persons  who  make 

searches  for  soheS.  If  a solicitor  who  is  himself  unacquainted  with  records 
wishes  to  obtain  information  from  them,  ^ employs  some  ^epemons 

ticular  profession  it  is  to  collect  evidence  of  that  nature.  e 

have  been,  and  1 believe  still  are  clerks  m tec :ord  offices ^ m “X 

opinion,  neither  record  keepers  nor  their  clerks  oug  j‘ , officially  re_ 

agents  for  private  individuals,  because  it  is  m their  po  , if 

quested  to  produce  all  documents  bearing  on  any  particukr  subject,  to  keep 
back  whatever  may  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  th  i ■ 

Tower  (and  I believe  in  the  Tower  only)  each  officer  of  the  estabiislime 
sworn  to  produce  to  any  applicant  every  record 

in  any  way  relate  to  the  matter  in  question;  but  if  the  officer  happens^ be 
the  agent  of  a party  opposed  to  such  applicant,  his  du  y o 

scarcely  consistent  with  his  oath.  a*  _Qo  Ypc  • 

3875.  You  would  confide  the  keeping  of  records  to  public  officers  , 

and  the  necessity  of  such  an  arrangement  is,  m some  degree,  shown  by  a recen 
regulation  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  is  founded  upon  f^rl  ® rale  that 
if  you  wish  to  establish  any  fact  before  the  House,  such,  o P ’ , 

non-existence  of  a particular  instrument,  you  are  bound  to  prove 

has  been  made  by  the  proper  officer.  , , 

3876.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.-]  In  your  explanatory  answer,  you  stated  that  toe 

keepers  of  the  records  ought  to  be  public  officers;  will  you expki: n to  he  Com 
mittee  in  what  sense  of  the  word  the  keepers  of  records  are  not  pu  p,  , ’ 
take  the  Chapter  House,  or  the  Tower  ?-I  consider  the  keeper  of  the  w Pare 
House  and  the  keeper  at  the  Tower  to  be  public  officers,  f)ec^  i ^ iy 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  are  paid  regular  salaries  ; but  I can  J PI  ■> 
the  term  to  the  keepers  of  many  other  record  offices,  for  examp  e,  P 

the  records  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  who  is  appointed  by  and  is  respo 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  who  is  not  paid  any  salary.  I consider  a public  othc  ^ 
0.33.  v v 4 
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Sir  H.  Nicolas, 

K.C.M.G. 


11  May  1836. 


be  one  who  is  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  who  is  paid  a salarv  f 
services.  ^ Ior  W 

3877.  The  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Chapter  House  is  responsible 
Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  beino-  a *re 
keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Rolls  is  responsible  to  the  Master  of  the  Roll  . • 

what  does  the  responsibility  vary  in  the  one  case  and  in  the  other? In  ^ s ’ 1,1 

of  the  keeper  of  the  Rolls,  instead  of  the  Crown  directing  what  duties  h 6 *m6 
perform,  he  receives  his  instructions  from  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  Sla" 

3878.  Chairman .]  You  consider  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  the  mere  mini 

of  the  Crown,  through  whom  the  will  of  the  Crown  must  be  conveyed  t ? 
subordinate  functionaries  ? — Yes.  J 0 lts 

3879.  But  the  distinction  in  your  mind  is,  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls ' 
functionary  appointed  for  life,  not  responsible  to  the  Crown  for  the  manae-en^  * 
of  the  business  of  his  office,  and  could  not  be  dismissed  at  the  mere  pleasure  f 
the  Crown  for  not  conducting  this  department  of  the  business  to  its  satisfacti  . 
and  therefore  you  consider  the  keeper  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  responsible  to  an  imT 
vidual,  and  not  the  Government  of  the  country  ?— Yes ; and  if  the  Master  oft/' 
Rolls  selects  an  inefficient  person,  the  Crown  has  no  control  over  the  appoint* 
ment,  it  being  at  his  absolute  pleasure  to  appoint  whom  he  pleases.  The  keener' 
ship  of  the  records  in  the.  Rolls  Chapel  is  in  fact  little  more  than  a sinecure 

3880.  Sir.  Robert  Inglis.]  Does  the  same  answer  apply  to  the  keeper  of 
the  records,  in  the  Remembrancer’s  office? — The  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the 
Exchequer  is,  I believe,  appointed  by  the  Crown. 

.3881.  We  all  know  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  nothing  to  do  with  law 
originally  ?— Yes ; when,  in  my  former  answer,  I said  a public  officer,  I meant 
that  their  time  should  be  entirely  occupied  in  the  public  business  of  their  de- 
partment. 

3882.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  You  mean,  with  reference  to  that  distinction,  that 
they  should  not  be  employed  by  private  individuals? — Yes. 

3883..  Sir  Matthew  Ridley.]  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand  that 
your  opinion  is  that  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  paid  by  a public 
salary,  should  keep  their  attention  confined  to  public  purposes,  and  not  have  their 
attention  directed  to  obtaining  information  for  purposes  of  justice?— Yes, 
except  in  cases  like  the  one  I have  before  mentioned,  where  the  House  of  Lords 
insists  upon  the  searches  being  made  by  an  officer  of  the  establishment. 
With  the  view  of  ensuring  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  my  statements 
respecting  the  public  records,  and  of  removing  any  objection  on  the  ground 
that  the  facts  were  not  authenticated  by  the  name  of  the  author,  I imme- 
diately sent  a copy  of  the  article  which  was  published  in  “ The  Westminster 
Review,”  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  was  then  the  Prime  Minister,  informing 
him  that  I was.  responsible  for  what  was  stated  in  it,  and  respectfully  and 
earnestly  entreating  him  to  take  the  subject  into  his  consideration.  His  Grace 
did  me  the  honour  to  send  me  the  following  reply : — 


“The  Duke  of  Wellington  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Nicolas,  and  begs  leave  to 
inform  him,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  that  the  state  of  the  records  of  the 
country  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

London,  April  20th  1829.” 


In  consequence  of  some  additional  facts  having  come  to  my  knowledge,  .1 
printed  a short  postscript  to  the  article  in  “ The  Westminster  Review,”  in  the 
same  work  for  October  following,  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  again 
bringing  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  January  1830, 
by  forwarding  a copy  of  it  to  him,  accompanied  by  a second  urgent  representa- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  the  interference  of  the  Grovernment ; but  his  Grace  did 
not  then  hold  out  the  hope  of  any  thing  being  done,  as  he  simply  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  my  communication. 

The  change  which  took  place  in  the  Government  in  November  1830,  by  the 
accession  to  power  of  a party  pledged  to  the  removal  of  abuses  of  every  kind,  to  a 
vigilant  watchfulness  over  the  expenditure  of  money  granted  by  Parliament  for 
public  objects,  and  which  included  many  individuals  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  love  of  science  and  literature,  afforded  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  a reform  in  the  system  of  keeping  the  public  records.  I there- 
fore determined  to  address  a letter  to  Lord  Melbourne,  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  pointing  out  the  present  state  and  regulations  of  the 

Record 
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Tj„,nrd  offices,  and  urging  the  propriety  of  appointing  a new  Commission  with 
authority  to  make  every  necessary  alteration  In  December  m that  year 
t ^rordinffly  published  a small  volume  entitled,  “Observations  on  the 
\ f Historical  Literature,  with  Remarks  on  Record  Offices  and  the  Pro- 
TrlmP-s  of  the  Record  Commission.”  I beg  leave  to  hand  a copy  of  that 
h nk  tothe  Committee  [handing  in  the  samel  The  letter  to  Lord  Melbourne,  which 
nrefixed  to  it,  will  show  that  I have  made  every  effort  in  my  power  to  obtain 
the  assistance  of  the  Government  in  reforming  defects  and  abuses  111  the  system 
nf  keeping  the  public  muniments  of  this  country. 

1884  Chairman.]  When  was  this  published  ?— In  December  1830.  The 
calculations  given  in  that  work  respecting  the  cost  of  the  various  books  printed 
bv  the  late  Record  Commission,  were  taken  from  a Parliamentary  Return  moved 
for  by  Mr.  Protheroe  of  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Commission  from  1801  to 
183  o'  The  expenditure  of  the  ten  years  immediately  preceding  the  Return  was 
however,  the  only  part  of  it  which  was  printed,  but  Mr.  Protheroe  having  obtained 
for  me  the  whole  Return,  I took  the  trouble  of  preparing  a synoptical  account  of 
the  expense  of  each  work  under  the  different  heads  of  editorship,  engraving,  print- 
ing paper,  and  binding,  and  I forwarded  a copy  of  that  statement  to  the  Board  of 
the  Treasury.  In  the  “ Observations  ” addressed  to  Lord  Melbourne,  I endeavoured 
to  prove  that  the  former  Commission  was  defective  in  its  constitution,  from  having 
consisted  of  persons  of  high  official  rank  who  had  other  more  important  duties  to 
perform,  instead  of  being  composed  of  a few  paid  and  responsible  persons,  that 
nothing  which  it  was  most  essential  to  effect  had  been  done,  and  that  a system  of 
wasteful  if  not  of  profligate  expenditure  had  been  sanctioned,  which  was  alike 
discreditable  to  the  government  and  unproductive  of  benefit  to  the  public ; that 
the  publication  of  a few  calendars  and  other  works  was  a secondary  object;  that 
the  condition,  regulations,  and  fees  of  Record  offices  required  most  serious  con- 
sideration, and  that  a total  alteration  in  a system  which  had  the  effect  of  rendering 
the  muniments  of  the  kingdom  comparatively  useless,  formed  the  first  and  most 
important  duties  of  such  a Commission.  Copies  of  the  “ Observations  ” were  sent  to 
all  the  ministers,  including  of  course  the  nobleman  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
and  to  the  late  Mr.  George  Lamb,  then  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department.  From  Mr.  Lamb  I received  the  following  note,  and  the 
Committee  will  not  be  surprised  at  its  having  excited  a hope  in  my  mind  that 
the  changes  which  I advocated  were  about  to  take  place : 

«g;r  Home  Office,  Friday,  December  10th  1830. 

I beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  work  with  great  acknowledgments  for  it. 
As  far  as  I have  read  (for  the  pressure  of  business  has  prevented  me  from  reading  it  through) 
I agree  with  the  statements  and.  reasonings : till  Parliament  is  adjourned  it  is  impossible  for 
me'  to  attend  as  I wish  to  do  to  the  framing  of  the  Commission,  but  when  I find  myself  in 
a state  to  take  it  up,  T shall  take  the  liberty  of  communicating  with  you  upon  the  subject. 

I remain.  Sir, 

Yours  obliged. 


Mr.  Nicolas.  G • Lamb." 

Mr.  Lamb’s  promise  of  communicating  with  me,  before  the  new  commission  was 
appointed,  was  not  fulfilled ; but,  confiding  in  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  especially  in  that  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  it  was  said  had  taken 
the  construction  of  the  new  commission  into  his  own  hands,  I felt  assured  that 
it  would  consist  of  able  and  practical  persons,  aware  of  existing  evils  and  resolved 
to  remedy  them  ; and  that  at  least  the  fundamental  error  of  the  late  Commission; 
of  having  along  list  of  high  officers  of  state  or  literary  amateurs,  would  be  avoided. 
My  astonishment  may  therefore  be  imagined,  when  I found  that  not  only  had  the 
same  fatal  principle  been  adopted  in  the  selection  of  the  commissioners,  but  that- 
every  individual  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  former  commission  was 
re-appointed.  I was  therefore  at  once  convinced  that  the  new  Commission 
did  not  contain  the  elements  of  practical  utility,  and  that  it  would  neither 
reform  abuses,  nor  repress  the  system  of  jobbing  which  had  so  long  prevailed. 

3885.  Chairman.]  Is  the  new  commission  more  numerous  than  the  old  oner 
or  are  the  numbers  the  same? — Nearly  the  same. 

3886.  You  always  thought  that  the  number  of  the  Record  Commission  was 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  it? — I did. 

3887.  That  it  was  too  numerous  a board  to  work  well? — Yes. 

3888.  And  that  fault  exists  quite  to  as  great  an  extent  in  the  present?  I 
think  so. 

0.33,  x x 3889-  With 


Sir  H.  Nicol-at, 
K.C.M.O. 
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Sir H. Nicolas,  3889.  With  respect  to  the  high  public  functionaries,  I mean  those  who  appear 
k.c.m.g.  to  have  been  appointed  in  their  official  capacity,  and  to  have  held  a place  in  the 

Commission  merely  upon  their  tenure  of  some  other  office,  was  the  number  of 

11  May  1835.  them  as  great? — The  late  board  contained  nine,  and  the  present  has  fjVe 
ex-officio  members.  With  regard  to  that  point,  the  Committee  will  permit  me 
to  make  an  observation  that  considerable  doubt  exists  in  my  mind  whether  Lord 
Brougham  was  an  ex-officio  commissioner  or  not ; my  impression  is,  that  he  was 
an  ex-officio  commissioner,  and  therefore  that  he  is  not  at  present  a member  of 
the  board. 

3890.  You  say  that  upon  reading  the  commission?— Yes, _ I have  read  the 
Commission  with  great  attention.  I refer  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Commis- 
sion was  framed. 

3891.  That  doubt  arises  from  this;  in  the  preamble  of  the  commission  he  is 
mentioned  byname  and  as  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  then,  afterwards,  in  speci- 
fying the  quorum,  it  is  stated  that  our  Lord  Chancellor  shall  be  one  of  them?— 
He  is  mentioned  first  as  “ Our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  counsellor,  Henry 
Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  our  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain and  in  all  the 
quorum  clauses  as  “ Our  said  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain if  therefore  he  was 

- appointed  as  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  he  would  have  been  described  by  that 
title,  and  not  as  “ our  said  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,”  throughout  the  Com- 
mission. 

3892.  Sir  Mattheio  W.  Ridley.']  If  Lord  Brougham  had  been  replaced  by 
another  chancellor,  you  think  he  would  not  be  a Commissioner  quasi  Lord 
Chancellor  ? — That  would  be  a nice  point. 

3893.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Does  the  construction  you  have  put  upon  the 
legal  effect  of  the  present  Commission,  dated  12th  March,  1831,  proceed  so  far 
as  to  exclude  Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  from  being  a member  of  the 
Commission  altogether,  or  from  being  one  of  the  quorum  Commissioners?— My 
opinion  is,  and  it  is  a mere  matter  of  opinion,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
Lord  Brougham  is  a commissioner  at  all. 

3894.  Chairman.]  Your  doubt  is  whether,  at  the  present  moment,:  Lord 
Brougham  or  Lord  Cottenham,  the  present  Lord  Chancellor,  are  Commissioners? 
— My  impression  is  that  Lord  Brougham  is  not  a Commissioner.  Whether  Lord 
Cottenham  is  one  is  another  question. 

3895.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Can  there  be  a doubt  upon  the  second  clause  of 
the  answer,  whether  Lord  Cottenham  be  or  be  not  a Commissioner,  inasmuch  as 
in  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  Lord  Cottenham’s  name  does  not  occur  at 
all,  and  in  the  appointment  of  quorum  Commissioners  reference  is  only  made  to 
the  said  Lord  Chancellor  ? — I am  aware  of  the  difficulty ; but  the  question  is, 
whether  Lord  Brougham  or  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  in  fact  the  person  appointed. 

3896.  The  question  had  reference  to  the  second  clause  of  the  answer,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  construction  as  applied  to  Henry  Lord  Brougham  and 
Vaux,  as  Lord  Chancellor,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  Charles  Christopher  Lord 
Cottenham,  whose  name  does  not  occur  at  all  in  the  Commission,  and  whose 
office  is  only  so  far  mentioned  that  in  the  quorum  part  of  the  Commission  re- 
ference is  made  to  the  said  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain? — There  is  great  force  in 
that  observation;  but  I repeat  that  I do  not  think  that  Lord  Brougham  is  at 
present  a member  of  the  Commission. 

3897.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  your  mind,  supposing  the  phrase  in 
that  part  of  the  Commission  where  the  Commissioners  are  named  had  been 
our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  councillor,  Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux, 
(he  being  a member  of  the  Privy  Council)  member  of  the  Institute  of  France;  it 
that  had  been  the  description  by  which  he  were  designated,  would  that  have 
removed  the  difficulty? — If  he  had  been  also  designated  as  “ our  Lord  High 
Chancellor,”  it  would  not  have  removed  the  doubt  in  my  mind.  _ You  must 
explain  any  doubtful  point  in  an  instrument  of  that  nature,  by  referring  to  other 
parts  of  it;  and  if  in  the  parts  where  references  are  made  to  him  as  a quorum 
Commissioner,  it  had  been,  not  “ our  said  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,”  but  the 
“ said  Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,”  there  would  then  have  been  no  doubt 
whatever.  This  construction  of  the  Commission  is  supported  by  finding  all  the 
other  ex-officio  Commissioners  also  mentioned,  in  the  first  instance,  by  their 
names  as  well  as  by  their  offices ; but  in  all  the  quorum  clauses,  by  their  offices 
only ; and  also  by  the  fact  that  every  other  quorum  Commissioner  is  a memoei 

of  the  board  merely  in  virtue  of  his  office.  ' D. 

3898.  Sir 
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„ Matthew  W.  Ridley.']  Is  there  not  a difference  in  the  appointment  Sir  H.  Nicolas, 
eifdoZ^oneZ  which  states  the  Commission  to  consist  of  the  Lord  Arch-  , 

°{  e Canterbury,  Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  oui  Lord  High  Chan-  g ~ 

Id  WUlX Lord  Melbourne,  our  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  Home  11  **>  183(1 
for  the  time  being  ? — It  is  only  from  the  omission  of  the  words  “ time 
P-P”in  reference  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  any  doubt  arises.  . ' 

„ nhnirman  1 Your  object  is  merely  to  impress , upon  the  Committee  that 
, VPmrnission  has  been  drawn  up  in  such  a way  that  that  doubt  exists  ? —Yes. 

, m now  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  resume  my  general  statement : 

1 ” Stance  convinced  that  the  new  Commission  did  not  contain  the  elements 
r irfiral  utility;  that  it  would  neither  reform  abuses  nor  repress  the  system 
f Fnhhuur  which  had  so  long  prevailed;  and  in  fact  that  nothing  would  be  done 
v b ousht  to  be  done.  This  opinion  was  not  concealed,  but  at  the  suggestion 
f Mr  Protheroe  (who  was  the  only  member  of  the  Commission  in  whose  zeal 

intentions  I had  any  confidence)  I refrained  from  publishing  my  opinion  on 
the  subject  until  the  expiration  of  one  year,  that  I might  give  them,,  as  he 
Served  “ the  benefit  of  a fair  trial.”  Some  remarks  in  my  “ Observations  on 
the  State  of  Historical  Literature”  produced  what  was  called  a “ Reply  from 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  which  imposed  upon  me  the  trouble  and  expense  of  j"ib- 
Ikbinu  an  elaborate  “ Refutation”  of  his  statements  (a  copy  of  which  I beg  leave 
t hand  to  the  Committee);  because  when  my  motives  and  assertions  were 
imueached,  it  was  no  less  necessary  for  my  own  character  than  material  to  the 
_.L  which  I advocated,  that  I should  prove  the  total  want  of  justice  m the 
rharees  which  were  brought  against  me ; but  I only  advert  to  the  controversy 
fm-the  uurpose  of  stating  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  deny  the  existence  of  the 
abuses  in  the  record  system,  which  I had  pointed  out,  or.  to  justify  them,  and 
that  I availed  myself  of  that  occasion  to  submit  some  additional  facts  respecting 
Record  offices  and  the  Record  Commission,  and  printed  the.  full  and  minute 
statements  of  the  cost  of  each  publication  by  the  Record  Commission  which  I had. 
already  sent  to  the  Treasury.  The  public  then  learnt  for  the  first  time  that 
between  1801  and  1829  the  Commission  had  expended  upwards  of  335,0001., 
independently  of  salaries  to  record  keepers  and  their  clerks,  though  the  world  too  ■ 
well  knew  that  every  defect  in  the  system  and  all  the  abuses  which  rendered  the 
national  muniments  almost  sealed  books,  so  far  from  being  removed  had  only 
become  more  deeply  rooted. 

3000.  Chairman.]  Those  salaries  to  the  record  keepers,  of  which  this  .expen-  • 
dittne  was  formed,  was  expenditure  incurred  not  by  the  Record  Commission  but 
by  the  country,  in  addition  to  the  expense  of  the  Record  Commission  . I es, 

CeITOm5  That  work  was  entitled  a Letter  to  Lord  Brougham  1— No ; I shall  speak 
of  that  Letter  hereafter.  The  work  to  which  I am  now  alluding  is  the  one  which 
I have  just  handed  to  the  Committee.  Towards  the  Autumn  of  1831  Mr. 

Cooper,  the  secretary  to  the  Commission,  with  whom  I was  then  wholly 
unacquainted,  wrote  to  ask  me  a question  respecting  some  statement  in  one  ot 
my  works  on  the  records,  which  led  to  a personal  intercourse,  and  1 became 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  was  really  actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
abolish  those  abuses  of  which  I was  known  to  be  the  opponent.  He  had  at  that 
time  nearly  printed  his  work  on  the  public  records,  which  was  afterwards  pub- 
lished at  the  expense  of  the  Commission,  wherein  he  had  not  only  done  me  the 
favour  to  re-print  many  of  my  remarks  on  the  subject,  but  had  himself  stated  in 
his  Preface,  no  less  truly  than  emphatically,  that  the  report  on  records  in  1800 
“exhibits  evils  to  which  the  lapse  of  30  years  has  only  served  to  give  a more 
luxuriant  and  a more  vigorous  growth,  and  even  the  ancient  reports  ot  1719 
and  1732  indicate  many  corrupt  practices  that  still  exist  in  despite  ot  ‘ ^com- 
mendations ’ and  orders  made  and  reiterated  by  committees  and  by  boards,  and 
with  which,  notwithstanding  the  long  continued  efforts  of  their  predecessors,  the 
present  Commissioners  are  compelled  now  to  grapple.”  He  was,  he  said,  con- 
vinced “that  the  general  materials  for  the  history  of  this  country  lie  buried  in 
the  sepulchral  vaults  and  chambers  of  the  Tower,  the  Chapter  House,  the  ripe 
Office  and  the  Rolls  Chapel;  that  the  dark  cloud  that  has  so  long  rested  upon 
those  repositories  conceals  the  origin  and  early  progress  of  our  judicial  lnstitm 
tions  and  our  Parliament.”  He  was  then  of  opinion  that  “ early  measures  should 
be  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  the  recommendation  so  often,  and  hither  o • so 
uselessly  made,  for  the  demolition  of  the  barrier  which  the  necessities  or  tlie 
0.33.  x x 2 avance 
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avarice  of  the  keepers  or  their  clerks  has  interposed  between  the  records  a 
public.”  That  “ the  arrangement  of  records,  the  compilation  of  calendar  t 
investigation  of  the  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  and  the  reform  ofs 
notorious  but  deeply  rooted  abuses  constitute  the  great  and  primary  object  f°?e 
Commission,”  and  that  “ the  printing  of  certain  of  the  more  ancient  and  val°  hi 
amongst  the  records  is  enjoined  only  as  a secondary  work.”  atl  e 

It  was  obvious  that  Mr.  Cooper’s  qualification  for  his  office  chiefly  cons’ 
in  his  zeal  and  intentions,  for  of  records  and  the  nature  of  the  alterations  Jiy  l 
were  necessary,  he  was  then  uninformed.  Of  the  system  of  heavy  fees  and  oth 
impediments  to  the  public  muniments  being  freely  accessible  to  the  public  h 
was  the  constant  antagonist ; and  for  nearly  a year  after  our  acquaintance  ^ 
rarely  differed  with  respect  to  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  measures  which  tT 
public  service  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  of  the  Commission  alike  requir  1 
I considered  it  right  on  public  grounds  to  afford  every  aid  in  my  power  V 
Mr.  Cooper,  and  nearly  my  whole  time  was  placed  at  his  disposal.  He  willinfW° 
availed  himself  of  my  assistance  and  adopted  nearly  all  my  suggestions,  and  w 
co-operated  with  zeal  and  cordiality  for  several  months.  During  that  time  h 
consulted  me  on  every  occasion  and  placed  in  me  a confidence  which  I am  not 
disposed  to  betray.  Without  however  committing  any  breach  of  that  confidence 
I may  observe  that  there  was  no  opinion  in  which  we  more  completely  agreed 
than  that  the  Commission  was  radically  defective  in  its  constitution 8 and 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  it  could  ever  effect  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
instituted ; and  he  entirely  concurred  with  me  in  disapproving  of  the  practice  of 
allowing  one  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  to  print  a work  upon  his  own  plan  and 
his  own  terms,  when  it  could  be  proved  that  the  plan  itself  was  extravagant  and 
that  the  expense  might  have  been  reduced  by  three-fourths  of  the  cost  which  it 
occasioned  the  public,  the  expense  of  producing  it  being  nearly  one-half  of  the 
whole  sum  voted  by  Parliament  for  the  better  preservation  and  arrano-ement  of 
all  the  records  in  the  kingdom.  The  secretary’s  first  effort  was  very  properly 
directed  to  relieve  the  resources  of  the  Commission  from  this  exorbitant  and 
unnecessary  charge,  but  his  exertions  were  so  vigorously  opposed  by  five  or  six 
of  the  Commissioners  that  he  repeatedly  stated  his  determination  either  to 
perform  his  duty  by  carrying  his  plans  into  effect  or  to  resign  his  situation. 

3902.  Chairman.']  What  Sub-Commissioner  was  this?— The  editor  of  the 
Parliamentary  Writs,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave;  the  first  effort  was  to  prove  that  this 
book  might  be  edited  at  one-third  of  the  cost. 

3903.  What  was  the  proportion  of  the  funds  of  the  Commission  applicable  to 
printing  which  you  say  that  one  work  embraced  ?— Four  thousand  pounds,  out  of 
10,000/.  ; so  that  after  allowing  for  the  salary  of  the  secretary  and  for  other 
incidental  expenses  that  work  would  have  taken  nearly  one-half  of  the  parlia- 
mentary grant ; and  the  intention  of  incurring  that  expense  was,  in  my  opinion, 
strong  evidence  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  Commission.  Of  Mr.  Cooper’s  inten- 
tion to  resign  in  case  he  failed  in  effecting  what  we  considered  necessary, 
I warmly  approved,  because  I felt  assured  that  if  he  resigned  and  publicly 
stated  the  reason,  the  Government  could  not  possibly  allow  the  Commission  to 
•exist,  and  therefore  that  the  appointment  of  an  efficient  board  and  the  necessary 
reforms  in  the  whole  record  system  might  once  more  be  hoped  for.  With  the 
view  of  strengthening  Mr.  Cooper’s  position  and  bringing  the  real  merits  of  the 
question  respecting  the  work  alluded  to  before  the  Commissioners,  a pamphlet 
containing  a statement  of  facts  was  written  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  name,  in  April  1832, 
but  it  produced  little  or  no  effect  upon  such  of  the  Commissioners  as  considered 
the  edition  of  the  “ Parliamentary  Writs  ” upon  its  original  plan  and  at  its  original 
enormous  cost  a much  more  important  object  than  a change  in  the  system  of  fees, 
the  regulations  of  Record  offices  and  the  other  inconveniences  which  debar  the 
Crown  and  the  public  from  the  free  use  of  their  own  property.  To  that  statement 
an  answer  was  printed  by  the  individual  whom  it  concerned,  which  produced 
another  pamphlet  in  reply,  also  written  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  name,  together  with  two 
others,  the  one  by  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  the  other  by  Mr.  Protheroe,  both 
Commissioners;  so  that  no  less  than  four  pamphlets  which,  though  written 
gratuitously,  were  all  printed  at  the  public  expense,  were  necessary  to  convince 
the  majority  of  the  Commissioners,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  boards, 
of.  the  impropriety  of  arrangements,  of  which  they  ought  to  have  been  aware, 
within  a week  of  their  appointment  to  their  situation.  Still,  however,  the  Com- 
missioners alluded  to  only  admitted  the  propriety  of  a new  inquiry,  and  finding 
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■„r,n™hle  for  Mr.  Cooper  to  overcome  the  resistance  which  he  met 
Wyj’A  objects  of  the  Commission  were  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  support 
"?  bftte  both  considered  a job,  and  that  there  was  no  hope  of  any  benefit 
of from  it  we  agreed  that  I should  once  more  appeal  to  the  public,  but  m 
resulting  110.  , s ^ secretM.y  tidied  me  to  confine  my  remarks  to  that 

W own  nam  • ;t  P tJ.uth  occ  ied  the  least  part  of  my  attention,  except  so 
r“li  showed  the  unfitness  of  the  majority  of  those  Commissioners  who  took 

active  part  in  the  business  of  the  board.  . . r 

an  active  pa  You  have  referred  to  the  names  of  certain  Com- 

•3!,-™’ers  who  preferred  the  continuation  of  the  publication,  commenced  and 
imssioneis  w 1 „ parliameJltary  Writs,”  by  Mr.  now  Sir  Francis 

Slave  cal  yon  state  to  the  Committee  the  names  of  those  Commissioners  ?- 
S nSes  o/the  Commissioners  who  recommended  this  measure  were  the 
ShtTonourable  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Allen,  Sir  James 
Macintosh,  (who,  by  the  by,  did  not  attend  the  Committee),  Mr.  Hallam  and  Sir 

foi«HWhennfou  state  that  Sir  James  Macintosh  did  not  attend  the  sub- 
Jimittee,  the  report  of  which  you  have  just  stated,  was  subscribed  with  his 
p will  you  also  state  whether  Sir  James  Macintosh  did  not  address  to  them 
Sr -detailing  his  opinion,  and  whether  such  letter  Tie  not  printed  m the 
report  to  which  you  have  now  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Committee  ? —He  wrote 
,,  Lrv  strong  letter  in  favour  of  the  work.  ...  , . . 

qoo6  Therefore  the  fact  of  his  not  having  attended  the  committee  being 
explained  in  that  letter,  does  not  derogate  from  the  authority  derived  from  the 
Proceedings  of  the  committee,  to  which  proceedings  he  had  given  his  signature 
Ll  sanction  1— 1 The  committee  of  record  Commissioners  of  course  attached  what- 
ever weight  they  thought  proper  to  Sir  James  Macintosh’s  letter.  It  was  for  him 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  signing  the  report  of  a committee 
which  he  did  not  attend.  'I  only  state  the  fact ; but  if  I am  asked  whether  I attach 
the  same  weight  to  his  opinion  that  I might  have  done  if  he  had  attended  the 

committee,  I should  say,  decidedly  not.  . e ,, 

I was  desirous  of  bringing  before  the  Government  and  the  public  irrefragable 
evidence  of  defects  in  eveiy  part  of  the  Commission,  in  its  constitution  as  well  as 
its  conduct,  not  only  in  sanctioning  unnecessary  expense,  but  in  neglecting  all  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  appointed.  I also  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  show, 
Long  other  things  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted,  that  the  secretory  was  com- 
pelled to  exercise  powers  which  exclusively  belonged  to  the  board.  The  pamphlet 
in  question,  which  appeared  towards  the  end  of  July  1832  was  addressed  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  as  the  head  of  the  Commission,  and  I beg  leave  to  hand  a copy  of 
it  to  the  Committee  {Delivering  in  tie  smite].  It  is  therein  contended  that  the 
mistake  of  appointing  as  commissioners  high  official  functionaries,  whose  time  was 
occupied  by  more  important  duties,  instead  of  practical  persons  who  had  shown 
their  fitness,  as  well  as  their  zeal  to  reform  the  abuses,  which  it  was  appointed  to 
correct,  ought  to  have  been  discovered  at  the  sacrifice  of  half  a million  of  money. 
The  letter  then  pointed  out  the  misconduct  of  the  board  m voting  500  /.per  annum 
to  the  secretary  to  the  former  Commission  (though  he  then  held  two  other  sinecure 
appointments),  to  whom  many  of  the  malversations  which  it  authorized  may 
be  attributed ; in  sanctioning  the  report  of  two  of  its  committees,  the  one  on  the 
duties  and  remuneration  of  sub-commissioners,  the  other  on  the  Parliamentary 
Writs,”  which  reports  betrayed  singular  ignorance  of  material  facts,  and  actually 
recommended  that  the  printing  of  the  edition  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  should 
be  continued  on  the  same  extravagant  plan,  and  at  the  same  extravagant  rate, 
involving  nearly  one  half  of  the  entire  parliamentary  grant  It  was  shown  that 
during  the  year  and  a half,  which  had  then  elapsed  since  the  formation  of  the 
board,  nothing  whatever  had  been  done,  except  the  suspension  of  some  ot  the 
works  in  progress;  that  the  contents  of  the  offices  were  in  the  same  disgraceful 
state,  that  the  same  impediments  to  access  existed,  and  that  the  public  were  s 1 
plundered  by  the  same  fees;  and  I ventured  to  predict  that  the  records  and  abuses 
would  remain  in  the  same  state  so  long  as  the  present  Commission  existe  . 
was  further  represented  that  under  that  Commission  no  secretary  could  properly 
perform  his  duty,  for  he  must  either  assume  too  much  discretionary  power  or  often 
leave  things  to  take  their  course ; that  though  it  had  hitherto  been  usual  tor  mat 
officer  to  exercise  great  discretionary  powers,  those  powers  were  not  conlene  _ y 
the  Commission,  and  were  therefore  a usurpation ; that  being  merely  a minis 
0-33-  x x 3 
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S'rKc  M?G0.laS’  terial  °fficer  lie  ought  not  to  perforin  even  the  most  trifling  act  in  the  name  of  tb 

''  board,  without  its  express  sanction;  and  that  with  the  secretary  in  facta]  ' 

11  May  1836.  every  thing  had  originated,  and  on  him  the  entire  responsibility,  not  merelv°Sp 
business,  but  of  payments  also  had  rested.  The  error  respecting  the  fina  -i 
arrangements  of  the  Commission  in  allowing  the  secretary  to  receive  the  m r 
mentary  grant,  and  to  make  every  payment,  instead  of  the  orders  for  disbu  ^ 
ments  being  signed  by  the  board,  which  has  only  recently,  after  the  expiration 
five  years,  been  corrected,  was  then  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  head  of  the  C ° 
mission.  It  was  said  that  the  secretary  was  in  fact  the  treasurer  of  the  Comn ' * 
sion ; that  from  the  moment  the  parliamentary  grant  was  paid,  it  was  intrusted  t " 
him,  and  instead  of  the  signature  of  one  or  more  Commissioners  beino-  necessa  ° 
to  the  drafts  on  the  bankers  of  the  Commission,  the  secretary  alone  signed  tliem  • 
that  although  the  high  character  of  the  then  existing  secretary  might  be  sufficient 
guarantee  against  an  improper  appropriation  of  the  money,  that  the  system  was 
nevertheless  dangerous  and  improper,  and  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned.  Mv  r,rp. 
sent  object  is  to  show  what  my  opinion  was  at  the  time  that  pamphlet  was  pub. 
lished ; and  I beg  leave  to  add  that  it  is  still  the  same.  I sent  a copy  of  the  “ Letter 
to  Lord  Brougham”  to  Mr.  George  Lamb  as  soon  as  it  appeared,  and  reminded  him 
of  the  contents  of  his  former  note  respecting  the  Commission.  His  reply  is  use. 
fill,  as  it  shows  on  whom  the  responsibility  of  forming  the  present  Commission 
rests  : 


“ Sir,  Home  Office,  Saturday,  26  July  1832. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  and  of  a pamphlet  accompa- 
nying it.  The  Record  Commission  was  formed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  who  is  at  the  head  of  it. 

I shall  peruse  your  letter  with  attention  at  the  earliest  moment  of  leisure. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Sir  TsT.  Harris  Nicolas,  Knt.  G.  Lamb!’ 

After  nearly  four  years  it  might  reasonably  be  expected  that  much  of  what  is 
stated  in  that  pamphlet,  as  well  as  in  my  previous  publications  on  the  Records, 
would  be  inapplicable  to  existing  circumstances.  I lament,  however,  to  add 
that  time  has  only  proved  the  correctness  of  my  statements  and  opinions,  and  that 
it  has  produced  no  other  change  than  to  show  that  the  encomiums  which  I then 
passed  on  the  conduct  of  the  secretary  to  the  present  Commission  are  no  longer 
merited.  All  the  abuses  in  the  condition  and  regulations  of  Record  offices  still 
subsist,  and  the  money  granted  by  Parliament  continues  to  be  diverted  from  its 
legitimate  purpose  to  the  publication  (in  many  instances)  of  unconnected  and 
unimportant  documents,  or  to  forming  collections  of  papers  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. at  a heavy  expense,  many  of  which  are  actually  on  record  in  our  own 
archives.  Finding  that  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  attend  any  longer  to  my  remon- 
strances, and  thinking  that  he  was  deviating  from  what  he  had  himself  admitted  to 
be  his  proper  course,  I ceased  to  have  any  further  correspondence  with  him  on  the 
general  business  of  the  Commission.  I had  exhausted  the  subject  in  my  publica- 
tions, and  could  not  afford  to  make  any  further  pecuniary  sacrifices  by  calling  atten- 
tion to  it  through  the  press.  The  Committee  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remember 
that,  besides  repeated  allusions  to  the  state  of  the  public  records  in  various  works 
as  early  as  1827,  I have  published  three  pamphlets  addressed  to  Ministers  of  the 
Crown ; that  I ha  ye  four  times  specifically,  and  in  my  own  name,  solicited  the  atten- 
tion of  the  government  to  the  subject, — twice  under  the  tories,  and  twice  under 
the  whigs, — that  I have  made  a heavy  sacrifice  of  time,  labour  and  money,  and 
have  exposed  myself  to  the  misrepresentations  and  calumnies  of  all  who  were 
interested  in  the  existing  system;  and  that  I gratuitously  afforded  every  assist- 
ance in  my  power  to  the  secretary  to  the  Commission  so  long  as  he  adhered  to 
the  line  of  conduct  to  which  he  had  originally  pledged  himself.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising  that  I should  have  become  disgusted  and  dis- 
heartened ; but  I did  not  despair.  I was  persuaded  that  sooner  or  later  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commission  and  the  state  of  the, Public  Records  must  become  the 
subject  of  Parliamentary  inquiry ; and  I felt  equally  certain  that  such  an  investiga- 
tion would  inevitably  lead  to  the  abolition  of  the  present  Commission,  and  to  a 
totally  different  system  in  keeping  the  legal  and  historical  mujniments  of  the 
kingdom. 

39°7-  Chairman.']  One  of  your  objects  in  making  this  statement  * 

presume 
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, „ A.  „reat  difficulties  which  have  existed  in  the  way  of  Sir 
presume,  to  s you^iave  been  constantly  pressing?  Yes.  , ._ 

effecting  befOTe  the  present  Commission  was  formed,  you  hoped 

torts  formate ^ fom  the  nature  of  its  formation,  yon 
iSlt  to  Ce  had  the  same  inherent  defects  as  the  previously  existing 
consider  lt  j . , th  defects.  „ , , , • , . , 

Commission  -Precise^  ^ ^ Comm;ssioll  has  effected  those  reforms  which 

39- 0'^fnr  it  to  effect  and  which  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  those  who 
"““atedffithat  it  should  effect  ?-I  do  not  know  one  single  reform  of  any  kind 

complain  of  the  state  of  the 

»»• ,In  ‘^which^ffie^reoirds  were  kept,  lA  the  difficulty  of  access  to  them, 
jenositories  1 h h th 1 f the  records;  has  any  thing- been  done  by  the 

and  the  danger  to  tne  sec  y , tn  at  evil  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

Commission,  ^ yog^mmedg^t  theyCommission  to  remedy  those  defects 
, 3912ucemero  whih  you  complained  1-1  have  only  heard  of  certain 

cause  ithas  not  me  nee  J P a Commission,  not  consisting  of  _a  body 

Prt«ntXe  person^  chieSy  selecfed  from  among  the  highest  functionaries 
of  twenty  nv  p , ..t.-  rrom  which  services  are  really  expected, 

md  ^ Paying  thCm 

^ duty  properly,  without  a specific  Act 
of  Parliament  giving  it  the “ces “Y  P°w£s'  f ^ Commissioners  are 

kk^d^r^  £ s= 

ntrDidTu^ttSte'abuses  and  fees  you  pointed  out  in  your  tot 

pamphl'etwerJexceedin^^grievous  a^  prejufficiffi  ^— They  rjere  ™^ppieVj 

UitT^etSyWyto  Mist  lie  Braye  case,  a few  extracts 
tZ  Xchwm  show  the  correctness  of  all  the 

the  notice  of  Government  ten  years.ago.  The  first  is  a bill  for  making  searches 
at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  bringing  down  the  documents  necessary  to  be  produced 
in  evidence : “ Copy  Inquisition  P M Edm  Ld.  Braye  Ex  32  Hem  8.  n.  25 
SZ.  2s.  6d;  Searching  for  Inq.  P.  M.  John  Ld.  Brave  2 & 3 p.  k m to  end b not 
found,  4s. ; Copy  Inq.  P.  M.  Rad.  Verney  Ex.  38  Hen  m2,  5L8s.4d  Copy 
Ino  P M Edm  Vernev  Ex,  42  Eliz.  p.  2.  n.  126,  5 1.  19s.  2 d.  llien  comes 
certain  sums  of  six,  set,  or  eight  shillings  for  aearchmg  ctodam  for  ^few 
years  for  other  documents ; then,  “ A copy  of  another  Inquis  ion  P.  M Edmond 
Verney,  5f.18s.10d;  Searching  through  the  Patent  Rolls  Xo  Chancell or’s 
Privy  Seals,  Sec.  from  10  to  26  Henry  8,  both  mduave  and  also  Cha^Uors 
Rolls,  Hen.  8,  for  creation  of  Baron  Bray,  not  found,  13  i.  18*V  J 

the  several  copies  and  fees,  10Z.  17s.  6 d. ; Preparing  Petition  to  the  Mastei  of  the 
Rolls  for  leave  to  carry  out  Records,  and  paid  Order  13  s.  8 A so  tlia  no 
record  can  be  taken  out  of  the  roll  without  a fee  being  demanded  for  a petition 
to  the  master.  “ Attending  the  House  of  Lords  with  11  Records,.  11 l.  11s. 

3917.  That  is  a guinea  for  each  record?  Yes. 

3918.  The  same  person  carried  down  the  eleven . res.  , 

39.9.  He  had  a guinea  for  each  record ?-Yes  11  small  rol , the  like 

guineas,”  again  “the  like  11  guineas,”  and  again  the  li  e g _ , , e 

3920.  Mr.  C.Villiers.]  The  same  records  ? — Yes;  they  were  p 

day  they  were  first  brought  down.  qQ21<  chairman.] 

0.33.  x x 4 oy 
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3921.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  more  items  of  the  same  kind?-— N 

3922.  This  is  44  guineas  for  one  man  carrying  down  11  small  i°' 

11  May  1836.  records  on  four  days?— Yes.  uridles  or 

3923.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  those  fees  go  to  the  profit  of  the  i„j-  ■ , 
clerk  who  produces  them  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  or  do  they  a , tlua' 
fund  out  of  which  he  and  others  may  he  remunerated  ?— No ; these  f ’°  a fee 
the  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  who  has  no  salary  and  80  *° 
remunerated  by  fees.  The  whole  amount  of  fees  for  searches  at  and  .Ji 
records  from  the  Rolls  Chapel,  in  the  claim  to  the  Barony  of  Braye  is  1 iff1”8 

3924.  The  amount  was  discharged  by  the  individual  for  whose  benefit 
search  was  made?— They  were  paid  by  an  individual  seeking  to  establish  „ 

of  inheritance.  ™ a Xght 

3925.  You  would  prefer  that  the  expense  of  producing  legal  evM», 

establish  the  right  of  A.  B.  to  an  estate  of  inheritance,  should  be  defrave  It 
salary  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  rather  than  by  a charge  ml  ?,4 
individual  himself? — By  no  means.  S 'T™  ‘be 

3926.  By  what  means  would  you  propose  that  the  salaries  of  inrli„;a  , 

keepers,  now  paid  by  fees,  should  be  paid  ? — I would  have  all  the  office,  c 
public  records  paid  liberal,  but  not  extravagant  salaries.  When  their  ■ ot 
were  necessary  for  the  production  of  records  in  a court  of  justice  a sm.irP* 
compared  with  the  present  should  be  paid  by  the  claimants  to  them  • hut  . t 
fees  as  those  which  I have  just  mentioned  would,  in  the  case  of  a Don,  ™ 

amount  in  effect  to  an  absolute  denial  of  justice.  ‘ maH> 

3927-  The  case  in  issue  was  the  case  of  A.  B.  claiming  a barony?_Yes 
392S.  Is  that  the  ordinary  object  for  which  such  documents  are  required  t— 
Not  necessarily;  some  of  them  might  be  required  to  establish  a right  ,,- 
estate  of  lands.  8 0 aa 

3929.  Chairman.]  Or  to  establish  a right  to  a very  small  estate  ? — Yes. 

393°-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  production  of  the  document  in  question 
would  not  be  required  before  any  other  tribunal  than  the  House  of  Lords?— 
Attested  copies  of  most  of  them  would  be  required  in  any  court  of  law. 

3931*  Ordinarily  the  inferior  courts  are  content  with  attested  copies? Yes 

3932.  And  the  House  of  Lords  is  the  only  court  which,  as  an  absolute  ink 
requires  the  production  of  the  original  document  in  the  custody  of  its  authorised 
keeper /—Yes, _ as  a general  rule  of  practice;  but  an  individual  is  required 
to  produce  original  Wills,  in  support  of  a claim  to  real  property,  in  other 
courts. 

3933-  Chairman.]  What  might  be  the  price  of  an  attested  copy  ?— I am  not 
able  to  state  from  memory  the  cost  of  copies  at  every  record  office,  but  I believe 
it  is  1 s.  a folio  in  the  Tower,  and  from  Is.  3rf.  to  Is.  6 d.  in  other  offices. 

3934.  Mr.  Charles  Vi lliers.]  Do  you  speak  generally  that  the  inferior  courts 
ate  satisfied  with  authenticated  copies?— I believe  as  a general  rale  they  will 
receive  attested  copies ; but  instances  occur  in  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
produce  the  original,  as  111  the  case  of  Wills. 

393 5-  Chairman  ] What  would  you  have  had  to  pay  for  a copy  of  those  docu- 
ments  . 1 do  not  know  how  many  folios  they  extend  to. 

3936-  Would  not  the  expense  of  attested  copies  have  been  greater  than  those 
tees  charged  for  taking  them  down?— No,  but  it  would  have  been  very  heavy. 

, 3937*  ‘‘  being  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  admit  the  original,  which  can  be 
Drought  down  with  so  little  trouble  and  with  no  hazard,  would  it  not  greatlysave 
expense  to  litigating  parties  if  the  original  w-as  brought  down  upon  the  payment 
in  all^a  * ^ can  exist  as  to  the  advantage  of  producing  the  original 

3938-  If  more  moderate  fees  were  taken  the  parties  would  have  better  evidence 
to  produce  ?—  Yes. 

3939-  Sir  Charles  Lemon.']  When  the  original  documents  are  produced,  is  it 
not  necessary  for  the  convenience  of  counsel  that  attested  copies  should  also  be 

, es’  but  copies  made  by  a law  stationer  from  an  attested  copy  would 
do  for  the  use  of  counsel. 

3940.  Chairman.]  For  the  convenience  of  the  counsel  and  agents  you  would  only 
extract  a very  small  portion?— In  many  cases,  certainly;  but  in  either  House  of 
Parliament  you  must  deliver  in  a verbatim  et  literatim*  copy. 

3941-  oir  Matthew  W.  Ridley.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  fees  charged,  to 
wind1  you  have  alluded  in  the  case  of  the  Braye  Peerage,  are  more  than  the  trouble 

actually 
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11  required  ? — Yes;  two  guineas  a day  for  tlie  attendance  of  the  officer  who 
records  would  be  an  ample  fee,  and  this  I find  is  the  charge  of  the  herald 
^tendance.  The  abuse  consists  in  charging  a guinea  for  the  production 
f erv  separate  record,  without  reference  to  the  number  which  one  person  may 
1 eV„.  with  him,  or  to  the  number  of  days  on  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  bring 
dTm  before  the  opportunity  occurs  for  putting  them  in  evidence.  In  claims  to 
p r’.po  the  same  records  are  sometimes  brought  down  to  the  House  of  Lords 
f 66  or  five  days  before  they  are  wanted.  I have  also  the  bill  in  the  Braye 

se  for  bringing  Wills  from  Doctors’  Commons,  where  the  same  system  prevails 
^charging  °one  guinea  for  each  Will.  The  following  are  among  the  items ; 
“attending3 to  be  sworn,  one  guinea;  attending  in  the  House  of  Lords  with  the 
f nowing  Wills,  amounting  in  all  to  nineteen,  23  l.  5 s.;  second  day’s  attendance 
with  many  of  the  same  documents,  13  /.  5 s.;  third  day’s  attendance  with  most 
of  the  same  documents,  11 l.  13  s.”  # . 

Q042.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  on  what  prin- 
ciple this  graduation  has  been  adopted? — Yes.  “Fourth  day’s  attendance,  the 
same  documents  as  on  the  third  day,  11 1.  13s.;  coach  hire,  1 l.  8 s.;”  then, 
“looking  up  17  original  wills,  7s.;  total,  63  l.  2 s.”  The  difference  in  the  charge 
betweenthe  first  and  subsequent  days’  attendance  arose  from  some  of  the  docu- 
ments having  been  used  on  the  first  day,  and  a few  others  on  the  second  and  third 
days.  The  Herald’s  college  appears  to  adopt  the  same  principle  of  charging  one 
guinea  for  every  record  used,  as  the  fee  to  that  office,  for  six  books  is  six  guineas, 
besides  the  fee  of  two  guineas  a day  for  the  attendance  of  the  herald  who 
produced  them. 

3943.  Chairman!]  Can  you  tell  us  generally  whether  the  similar  expenses  m 
the  Van x case,  amounted  to  the  same  proportional  charge? — I have  not  alluded 
to  the  Vaux  case  as  I shall  have  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  the  bills  to  the 
Committee.  They  are  very  remarkable  as  there  were  two  parties  who  were 
interested  in  establishing  the  same  fact,  and  who  required  many  of  the  same 
documents,  and  they  were  both  put  to  the  same  expense. 

3944.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  you  mean  the  identical  documents  or  similar 
documents? — I mean  many  of  the  identical  documents. 

3945.  Chairman .]  You  have  instanced  some  very  remarkable  cases  in  your 
first  pamphlet,  of  the  exorbitant  amount  of  fees  in  cases  in  courts  of  law ; do 
you  know  whether  the  same  fees  exist  at  present? — I believe  no  alterations  what- 
ever have  taken  place. 

3946.  Do  you  not  .think  the  demand  of  such  fees  a most  serious  obstruction 
to  the  administration  of  justice  ? — I think  it  a scandalous  abuse. 

3947.  Mr.  C.  Villiers .]  It  is  not  an  abuse,  they  have  a right  to  take  the  fees? 
—It  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  an  abuse,  because  it  is  authorized  by  law ; what 
I mean  is  that  it  is  a public  evil,  which  ought  long  since  to  have  been  rescinded. 

3948.  Chairman.]  You  mean  by  using  the  term  abuse,  that  you  think  it  an 
act  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  country  towards  the 
individuals  who  apply  to  it  for  a pure  administration  of  justice  ? — Just  so. 

3949.  You  have  expressed  an  opinion  in  one  of  your  works  that  you  think 
facilitating  the  access  of  the  public  to  these  records,  should  have  been  the  first 
object  of  the  Commission,  and  that  it  was  prior  to  that  of  printing  any  curious 
documents  that  it  might  be  thought  advisable  to  print  ? — I am  of  that  opinion. 

3950.  Do  you  not  think  if  the  public  records  of  the  country  were  thrown  open 
to  the  public,  if  they  were  well  arranged  and  well  preserved,  and  easy  access 
afforded  to  them  without  the  obstacles  of  fees,  and  easy  means  of  obtaining 
information  as  to  their  contents  afforded  by  good  calendars  and  indexes,  that 
literary  men  would  have  opportunities  that  would  render  great  service  to  history 
by  printing  on  their  own  responsibility  and  at  their  own  hazard,  much  valuable 
historical  information  now  lying  hidden?— Something  undoubtedly  would  be 
done,  but  I am  decidedly  of  opinion,  after  many  years’  experience,  that  it  is 
utterly  hopeless  to  look  to  individuals,  in  the  present  state  of  the  literature  of 
this  country,  for  the  publication  of  historical  documents,  and  that  it  can  only  be 
done  by  Government. 

.395 1 • Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  That  their  funds  are  not  sufficient?  It  is 
ruinous  to  any  one  who  attempts  it. 

3952.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  think  that  much  valuable  information  might 
be  obtained  from  them? — Yes,  any  person  engaged  in  an  historical  work  upon 
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u™VlaS’  England  or  Scotland  would  gladly  avail  himself  of  the  information ; and  a fe  • 
K‘C'M'G'  individuals  seeking  literary  fame,  rather  than  living  by  literature  as  a nr^ 

May  1836.  fession,  would  gladly  do  so,  and  great  advantage  would  arise.  * 

3953.  Do  you  not  think  by  the  labours  of  those  literary  men  searching  ainono- 
the  records,  that  extracts  might  be  made  very  interesting  to  the  public,  and  direct 
their  attention  to  such  documents? — Yes,  certainly. 

3954.  You  are  acquainted  with  Sir  Henry  Ellis’s  work? — Yes. 

3955.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Van  Raumer’s  letters  of  the  16th  and  17th 
centuries? — Yes,  I am. 

3956.  Do  you  know  that  the  plan  pursued  by  him  is  similar  to  the  plan  that 
was  pursued  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  that  of  searching  among  the  ancient  records 
in  Van  Raumer’s  case  in  foreign  countries  as  well  as  in  England,  and  that  those 
individuals  found  it  worth  their  while  as  a private  speculation  to  print  the  most 
valuable  information  derived  from  those  records  ? — They  have  printed  valuable 
information  from  the  British  Museum,  and  if  other  sources  had  been  open  to 
them  they  might  have  searched  and  found  much  more. 

3957.  Do  you  not  think  much  valuable  information  would  be  afforded  to  the 
public  in  that  way,  if  our  record  offices  were  as  open  as  the  British  Museum  is? 
— No  doubt  if  the  record  offices  were  as  open,  and  as  well  arranged  as  the  British 
Museum  much  information  might  be  afforded,  but  in  the  present  state  of  litera- 
ture I have  little  hope  of  much  historical  information  being  given  to  the  world 
by  the  exertions  of  individuals  unaided  by  the  Government. 

3958.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  You  mean  the  printing  and  publishing  of 
detached  works  from  original  materials? — Yes;  or  any  work  of  an  historical 
character ; the  dearth  of  demand  for  works  of  that  class  at  this  moment,  to  use 
a mercantile  phrase,  makes  it  utterly  hopeless. 

3959-  Chairman .]  Have  not  those  books  I have  mentioned,  the  translation  of 
"Van  Raumer  as  well  as  Sir  Henry  Ellis’s  work  had  a remunerating  sale?— 
I believe  Van  Raumer’s  work  has,  but  I should  not  call  that  work  an  historical 
book  of  great  value.  It  is  the  work  of  a learned  individual,  who  has  read  a 
variety  of  manuscripts,  and  selected  the  most  striking  and  curious  facts  which 
he  has  thrown  together  in  a very  agreeable  manner,  but  I do  not  consider  it  a 
standard  historical  work. 

3960.  Do  you  not  think  that  a work  of  that  kind  is  very  useful  in  directing 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  those  quarters  from  which  valuable  information 
may  be  gained  ? — Yes,  and  also  in  exciting  a taste  for  history. 

3961.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  publication  of  similar  works  would  tend  to 
create  a taste  for  historical  literature? — Yes. 

3962.  And  that  it  would  be  aided  by  throwing  open  the  record  offices?— Yes. 

3963.  Your  remark  applied  to  the  publication  of  authentic  records,  without 
selecting  those  parts  most  interesting  ? — My  remark  applies  to  the  publication 
of  standard  historical  works  of  any  kind,  whether  of  the  raw  materials  or  worked 
up ; and  I believe  I am  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  sale  of  Mr.  Hallan’s 
Constitutional  History,  did  little  more  than  pay  its  expenses. 

3964.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Do  you  consider  that  the  dearth  of  demand  for 
all  standard  historical  works  has  arisen  in  any  degree  from  the  present  system  of 
publishing  in  a small  and  popular  form  works  on  the  same  subject,  such  for 
instance  as  the  histories  in  the  Cabinet  Library  and  Family  Library  ? — I believe 
there  never  was  at  any  period  a great  demand  for  works  containing  the  materials 
for  history,  such  as  state  papers,  letters,  &c.,  and  that  they  were  generally  pro- 
duced by  persons  who  sought  literary  fame  rather  than  profit,  at  a time  when  the 
expense  of  advertising  and  of  publication  was  considerably  less  than  now;  but 
I am  of  opinion  that  a taste  for  historical  literature  has  been  lessened  by  the 
superior  class  of  novels  which  have  of  late  years  almost  superseded  other  works. 
Be  the  cause  however  what  it  may,  it  is  hopeless  to  attempt  to  induce  any 
publisher  at  this  moment  to  print  a work  containing  materials  for  history. 

39^5-  Are  you  aware  of  the  encouragement  received  by  the  late  Sir  James 
Macintosh  in  respect  to  his  History  of  England? — No,  I am  not;  but  Sir  James 
Macintosh  brought  to  it  considerable  political  reputation.  I will,  if  the  Com- 
mittee will  allow  me,  state  one  instance  of  the  difficulty  of  printing  historical 
works.  A few  years  ago  I found  in  the  library  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum  a 
small  manuscript  containing  the  Journal  of  the  Embassy  of  Thomas  Beckington, 
who  was  afterwards  Bishop  of  Bath,  to  the  Count  of  Armagnac  in  the  reign  of 
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,.  t,  _ the  Sixth,  to  negotiate  a marriage  between  the  King  and  one  of  the  S 

tWanghters  jt  was  partly  in  English,  and  abounded  in  very  curious 
It  illustrative  of  the  manners,  customs  and  state  of  the  arts  at  the  period,  - 
j threw  much  light  on  English  and  French  history.  I determined  to  try  the 
““  rj.  whether  any  publisher  would  print  it,  and  accordingly  offered  it  to 
exP , ,r  the  publishers  of  eminence  in  London,  but  every  one  of  them  refused  to 
“ l the  cost  of  print  and  paper,  though  it  would  only  make  a small  octavo 
hime  and  I was  therefore  obliged  to  publish  it  at  my  own  expense.  I may  also 
^dd  that  there  is  scarcely  an  historical  work  which  I have  printed  which  has  not 
been  attended  with  considerable  loss. 

0066  Mr  Pxisey .]  Are  you  of  opinion  we  have  at  present  no  accurate  and 

complete  history  of  this  country  ? — I am  of  opinion  that  we  have  no  History  of 
England  deserving  of  the  name.  . 

0067  What  are  the  defects  you  find  in  the  existing  histories.'' — lhat  they  are 
ot  sufficiently  accurate,  and  that  facts  of  great  interest  and  importance  are  often 

Massed  over,  or  related  in  a very  unsatisfactory  and  imperfect  manner.  In  proof 
of  this  I must  add,  that  I have  rarely  investigated  any  point  of  history  with 
the  aid  of  original  documents,  that  I did  not  find  omissions,  or  serious  errors  in  all 
our  historians,  who  have  too  often  perpetuated  the  errors  of  their  predecessors 
instead  of  consulting  original,  and  still  less  inedited  authorities. 

0068.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  if  a person  of  competent  talent  and  character 
were  found  to  write  a history  of  this  country,  that  materials  for  that  history  are 
at  present  sufficiently  accessible  to  enable  him  to  carry  it  into  execution  ?— I am 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  unwise  for  any  person  to  attempt  to  write  a his- 
tory of  England  until  an  efficient  Commission  on  the  Public  Records  had  been  in 
operation  for  four  or  five  years.  . . + , 

c}q6q.  In  what  way  would  such  a Record  Commission  prepare  the  materials  l 

—They  would  ascertain  first  what  documents  are  in  existence,  and  then  render 

them  perfectly  available  to  literary  men,  by  arranging  and  placing  them  in  one 
building,  and  by  causing  full  calendars  or  catalogues  to  be  prepared. 

3070.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  publication  of  such  a work  as  that  entitled 
« The  Materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain,”  would  be  essential  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a good  history?— Yes,  undoubtedly;  opening  the  offices  and  arranging 
their  contents  is  the  first  measure,  but  this  ought  to  be  followed  up,  and  vigor- 
ously followed  up,  by  the  publication  of  historical  materials. 

3971.  Are  you  aware  of  what  has  been  done  in  other  countries  by  their  go- 
vernments to  assist  in  such  publications? — Not  in  any  particular  instance.  I 
know,  however,  that  in  every  other  country  the  government  affords  considerable 
assistance  to  literature,  and  that  all  the  honours  and  many  of  the  offices  of  the 
state  are  open  to  literary  and  scientific  men.  Here  there  is  unfortunately  but  slight 
encouragement  for  intellectual  exertion  in  the  fields  of  science  or  liteiature. 
Novelists,  indeed,  and  those  who  amuse  the  public  will  be  rewarded  by  the  pub- 
lic, but  those  who  endeavour  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  knowledge  are  m a very 
different  situation. 

3972.  Mr.  Hawes.']  You  would  think  it  one  of  the  first  duties  of  a Record 
Commission  to  publish  a classified  account  of  the  materials  that  do  exist  in  the 
record  offices? — Yes,  and  then  arrange  them,  and  allow  the  public  the  fullest 
possible  access  to  them  consistent  with  their  safety,  as  in  the  British  Museum. 

3973.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  have  referred  to  a large  building  in  which 
the  records  of  the  different  record  depositories  might  be  brought  together, 
would  you  propose  that  the  legal  and  historical  materials  should  be  united  in  one 
and  the  same  building,  or  would  you  appropriate  the  proposed  building  to  the 
reception  of  the  legal  documents  now  dispersed  throughout  London,  and  transfer 
the  historical  matei’ials  to  some  other — say  the  British  Museum  ? There  would 
be  considerable  difficulty  in  many  instances  in  distinguishing  between  a legal 
and  an  historical  document— the  Close  Rolls  for  example  are  equally  valuable 
for  legal  and  for  historical  purposes ; but  there  are,  no  doubt,  a number  of  papers 
which  are  strictly  historical,  and  it  is  of  very  little  consequence  where  they  are 
placed,  provided  they  were  well  arranged  and  easily  accessible.  I see  no  objec- 
tion to  sending  them  to  the  British  Museum  or  to  the  State  Paper  Office  if  some 
alteration  were  made  in  the  Law  of  Evidence,  so  that  they  should  not  lose  their 
legal  authenticity  by  the  transition.  A letter  is,  in  some  cases,  in  the  State  Paper 

0.33.  Yy2  Office, 
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Sir  II.  Nicolas,  Office,  and  the  answer  is  in  the  British  Museum,  which  is  absurd  enough  • 1 
k.c.m.g.  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  one  is  evidence  which  may  be  used  in  &nv  nJ?,.! 
ji  May  1836  ^aw’  anc^  that  the  other  is  not  admissible,  the  absurdity  is  still  greater  °Url; 

3974.  Mr.  Pusey .]  Are  you  not  of  opinion,  however  well  the  records  m'  h 
be  arranged,  and  however  accessible  they  might  be  rendered  to  literary  pers  ^ 
still  a considerable  amount  of  printing  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  ^ 
adequate  facilities  for  writing  a history  of  this  country? — The  arrangement  ff* 
spoken  of  is  absolutely  necessary ; and  it  would  afterwards  be  desirable  to  n • > 
as  many  of  the  more  valuable  documents  as  the  liberality  of  Government  wo  M 
permit. 

3975.  Supposing  an  efficient  plan  was  set  on  foot  to  arrange  the  record 
would  it  be  possible  to  commence  printing  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes.  If  yOU  ^ 
a series  of  documents,  such  as  the  Close  or  Patent,  or  French  or  Gascon  Rolls 
you  may  print  as  rapidly  as  you  please,  without  the  fear  of  omitting  any  thino* 
which  ought  to  be  inserted,  and  which  might  afterwards  be  brought  to  light  Q 

3976.  Might  not  the  work  entitled  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  be 
continued  while  the  operation  of  arranging  was  going  on? — Yes,  considerable 
progress  might  be  made. 

3977.  If  conducted  upon  the  plan  of  Muratori,  the  discovery  of  an  unpublished 
chronicle  at  any  more  distant  period  could  not  affect  the  value  of  the  volume 
previously  published? — No;  and  to  show  the  necessity  of  printing  inedited 
historical  manuscripts  I need  only  remind  the  Committee  that  important  docu- 
ments of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Fifth  and  Sixth,  including  the  most  valuable 
contemporary  chronicle  of  the  time  of  the  former  prince,  are  not  only  still  unpub- 
lished, but,  comparatively  speaking,  they  are  little  known  to  historians.  Even 
the  Privy  Council  books  of  that  period  have  not  been  consulted  by  historians 
though  they  have  been  accessible  to  them  for  upwards  of  a century. 

3978.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  think  with  the  present  defective  mode  of  arrange- 
ment all  the  printing  is  carried  on  with  the  greatest  hazard,  that  the  next  day  an 
accidental  discovery  may  prove  that  the  work  has  been  very  incomplete?— -Not 
all  the  printing,  if  you  take  a perfect  series,  for  example,  the  Patent  Rolls  or 
Close  Rolls  you  have  no  hazard ; but  if  you  make  a collection  there  is  that 
hazard. 

3979.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Are  there  any  other  difficulties  connected  with  public 
documents  that  you  can  mention  as  impediments  to  the  execution  of  a correct 
and  complete  history  of  this  country  ?— From  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth 
the  most  valuable  documents  are  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  and  these  documents 
are  not  accessible  without  a written  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State ; and  to 
show  the  total  want  of  system  which  has  prevailed,  I will  mention  the  following 
circumstance.  Until  the  Commission  was  issued  for  printing  some  of  the  more 
valuable  documents  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  access  to  it  was  rarely  or  never 
refused,  but  when  that  Commission  was  appointed  it  was  no  longer  permitted 
to  copy  any  document  in  that  repository,  on  the  absurd  ground,  that  “ such  docu- 
ment might  possibly  form  part  of  a selection  of  State  Papers  then  preparing 
for  publication,  and  ought  not  to  meet  the  public  eye  in  the  meantime.”  I have 
understood  that  such  was  the  answer  which  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford ; 
but  this  ridiculous  restriction  is  not,  I believe,  now  in  force.  I ought  however  to 
add  that  the  Government  has  really  desired  to  render  the  public  records  and 
historical  manuscripts  as  available  as  possible,  and  that  it  has  only  failed  to  do  so 
from  ignorance  of  the  proper  means  of  accomplishing  the  object  it  had  in  view. 
It  has  been  liberal  almost  to  prodigality,  for  it  has  spent  more  than  half  a million 
of  money  in  the  attempt^ 

3980.  Chairman .]  Have  you  seen  the  works  that  have  been  printed  by  the 
present  Commission  ? — Only  casually.  The  reason  why  I have  not  paid  the 
same  attention  to  them  as  to  the  former  works,  is  this,  that  I became  so 
disheartened  by  the  failure  of  my  efforts  to  produce  the  reforms  which  the 
Commission  ought  to.  have  effected,  that  I have  endeavoured  to  withdraw  my 
thoughts  from  the  subject.  I had,  in  fact,  wasted  so  much  time  and  money,  and 
had  been  so  seriously  injured  in  my  own  interests  by  my  exertions,  that  I deter- 
mined to  do  nothing  more  until  a Parliamentary  inquiry  took  place. 

3981.  Can  you  say  generally,  without  going  into  minute  criticism,  whether 
you  think  the  three  Commissions  since  1800  have  been  judicious  in  the  selection 
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„nrks  that  they  have  published ?— That  is  a question  of  comparison;  Si 
o:  r!‘“  . Jo  reference  to  what  they  have  left  undone  ? 

Judl“°  Yes’— Ido  not  think  they  have  acted  judiciously.  They  have  com-  ■ 
■C  ,riwo  faults ; the  one  in  leaving  unpublished  a great  deal  which  they  ought  l 
f have  printed  in  preference  to  what  they  have  given  to  the  world ; the  other 
!°  1 I?'  minted  the  imperfect  calendars  which  happened  to  exist  in  the  different 

a such  as  the  calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls,  which  does  not  contain  a refer- 
° to  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  the  entries  on  the  rolls,  and  the  calendar  to 
1 Iriouisitiones  Post  Mortem,  which  does  not  state  whether  the  lands  that  are 
“e  honed  did  or  did  not  belong  to  the  individual  who  died,  omits  the  informa- 
fn  for  which  those  records  are  generally  consulted  ; viz.  the  name  of  the  heir 
«f  the  party  on  whose  death  the  inquisition  was  taken.  p 
‘-q8°.  Those  are  works  published  by  the  former  Commission  . i es. . 
qqS4  Do  you  think  that  under  the  system  by  which  the  Commissions  have 
Wu  conducted  it  was  possible  for  them  to  secure  the  greatest  available  talent 
W the  greatest  accuracy  in  the  editing  of  those  works  ?— I do  not  believe  that 
tiiev  ever  looked  for  it.  It  was  left  to  the  secretary  to  nominate  whom  he  pleased ; 
lip  generally  fixed  himself  on  the  work  as  “ co-editor,”  with  two  or  more 
rolleagues,  who  were  paid  separately  as  transcribers,  collaters,  revisers,  and 
collectors  of  the  press  and  index  makers,  &c.,  most  of  which  duties  are  generally 
performed  by  an  editor.  This  division  of  literary  labour  is,  I believe,  unknown 
except  in  the  Record  Commission.  More  pains  seem  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
present  Commission  to  obtain  competent  editors,  and  to  publish  useful  documents; 
but  it  has  made  some  fatal  mistakes. 

0085.  Do  you  think  that  a commission,  constituted  as  the  present  is,  so 
numerous  and  unpaid,  and  composed  of  persons  having  such  absorbing  public 
functions  as  they  have,  can  be  qualified  for  the  task  of  superintending,  or  properly 
providing  for  the  superintendence  of  works,  edited  under  their  sanction  . 

I think  it  impossible.  . . ....  , e ,, 

0086.  In  what  way  do  you  think  the  Commission  might  be  improved  tor  the 
purpose  of  properly  superintending  the  publication  ot  works?  By  having  a 
commission  formed  liked  the  Board  of  Customs,  Excise  and  Stamps,  and  indeed 
like  any  other  board  from  which  the  Government  really  requires  services ; 
namely,  of  a few  able  persons,  whom  it  remunerates  with  liberal  salaries.  Had 
such  a Commission  been  appointed  in  1801,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  every 
thing  which  is  requisite  for  improving  the  system  of  the  public  records  would 
long  ago  have  been  accomplished,  and  that  at  least  200,000  /.  would  have  been 

^'3987.  Do  you  think  if  such  a re-composition  of  the  Commission  was  attempted, 
that  any  separation  ought  to  be  made  between  the  business  of  keeping  and 
arranging  the  records,  and  that  of  superintending  the  publications  ?— Certainly 
not.  I see  no  reason  why  Government  should  pay  two  sets  of  Commissioners, 
when  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the  one  duty  are  precisely  those  which  are 
requisite  for  the  other. 

3988.  Mr.  Pusey .]  Would  not  a considerable  degree  of  legal  knowledge  be 
necessary  for  Commissioners  practically  employed  in  arranging  the  records  ? 
—Yes. 

3989.  Is  it  not  possible  that  persons  -with  historical  talent  might  be  found, 
who  would  be  the  best  judges  of  the  materials  for  history,  and  altogether  unac- 
quainted with  law?— I consider  extensive  historical  learning  to  be  as  necessary 
as  legal  knowledge  to  render  a commission  on  the  public  records  efficient ; and 
consequently,  if  that  board  were  to  be  properly  constituted,  it  would  be  as  com- 
petent to  superintend  the  publication  of  historical  works,  as  to  arrange  records. 
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Veneris,  130  die  Maii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Mr.  Pusey. 

Dr.  Bovvring. 


Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis. 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams 


Wynn. 


Mu.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Henry  Coode,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

3990.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  a solicitor  ? — Yes,  I am. 

3991.  I believe  you  are  connected  with  the  county  of  Cornwall? — Yes,  lam. 

3992 . Have  you  had  occasion,  in  suits  relating  to  the  county  of  Cornwall  to 
consult  the  records  in  the  Duchy-office  ? — Frequently. 

3993.  How  do  you  proceed  when  you  want  to  consult  the  records  there? 

I have  called  at  the  Duchy-office,  and  frequently  applied  for  leave  to  search  the 
records;  but  I have  been  told  that  no  search  is  allowed.  I have  at  other  times 
applied  for  the  inspection  of  specific  documents  (they  make  a distinction  between 
what  they  call  public  and  private  documents) ; I am  then  told  that  I must  make 
an  application  in  writing  for  anything  I want  to  see,  and  probably  it  is  four  or  five 
days  before  any  answer  is  made  to  that  application : those  that  they  call  public 
documents  they  will  only  allow  me  to  inspect  if  I can  point  out  the  specific  docu- 
ments required ; but  to  this  moment  I believe  they  are  themselves  undetermined 
what  they  call  public  documents  and  what  they  call  private. 

3994.  Have  you  ever  been  able  to  make  out  what  line  of  distinction  they  draw 
between  them? — No,  not  at  all. 

3995.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience,  that  a document  that  is  unfavour- 
able to  the  claims  of  the  Duchy  stands  a great  chance  of  being  classed  among 
private  documents? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

3996.  And  that  that  alone  would  be  a circumstance  that  would  make  the  Duchy 
think  it  ought  to  be  kept  very  private  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

3997.  Do  you  yourself  admit  that  any  distinction  ought  to  be  drawn  between 
public  and  private  documents  in  the  Duchy  records?— It  is  only  since  I have 
received  the  summons  I have  turned  my  attention  to  it,  and  I think  it  right  there 
should  be  a distinction  in  some  cases. 

3998.  What  distinction  should  you  think  it  right  to  make?— I think  that  all 
documents  of  an  ancient  date,  relating  to  the  property  in  general,  should  be  public 
documents.  There  are  many  cases  where  the  Duchy  still  keeps  the  property  in 
hand,  as  it  were,  and  leases  probably,  and  some  documents  of  that  sort,  which 
I can  conceive  that  they  might  properly  refuse  to  allow  the  public  inspection  of. 

3999 • For  what  reason  ? — The  reason  I should  give  is,  that  it  might  affect  the 
interests  of  lessees  and  private  individuals. 

4000.  You  do  not  think  that  the  interests  of  the  Duchy  itself  ought  to  form 
any  bar  to  such  individuals  as  are  seeking  to  establish  legal  rights? — Certainly  not. 
The  property  of  the  Duchy,  so  far  as  the  Duchy  is  concerned,  is  quite  of  a dif- 
ferent nature  from  that  of  private  individuals:  it  is  not  liable  to  charges  in  the 
shape  of  portions  by  settlement  or  will.  The  property  of  the  Duchy,  whether  by 
the  original  grant  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  3d,  or  attached  to  it  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  8th,  must  be  essentially  the  same ; it  cannot  be  subject  to  the  equitable 
claims  that  may  arise  upon  the  property  of  private  individuals,  with  respect  to  the 
creation  of  terms  to  raise  portions,  or  w'hat  not.  How  the  real  and  just  rights  of 
the  Duchy  can  be  affected  by  allowing  an  inspection  of  their  documents,  I cannot 
conceive. 

4001.  You  think  the  circumstances  nothing;  you  have  now  drawn  the  line 
between  the  property  of  the  Duchy  and  that  of  private  individuals,  whose  pro- 
perty descends  from  one  generation  to  another,  and  you  think  that  for  this  reason 
the  privacy  which  the  law  grants  to  a man’s  title-deeds  of  his  own  estate  need  not 
be  extended  to  the  title-deeds  of  the  Duchy  ? — Certainly  not. 

J J 4002.  Vou 
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. v„„  would  only  guard  the  privacy  of  the  title-deeds  of  the  Duchy  where  Mr.  Hem,  Coed,. 
r 4 interests  of  modem  lessees  are  concerned  ?-Exactly  so  ; there  ,s  no  danger  of  — -- 

the  Ota*  ° the  Duch  as  in  the  caSe  of  private  individuals : in  the  case  of  >3  ’W- 

w“  , iZiduals  there  may  be  cases  arise  from  the  inspection  of  documents  where 
private  maiv  ^ -t  js  impossibie  that  can  arise  in  the  case  of  the  Duchy.  . 

'°J“ooq  Would  you  state  the  reasons?— The  rights  of  the  Duchy.  Whatever  !s  ln 

p4Shv  must  have  been  in  the  Duchy  in  the  reign  of  Henry  he  8th : it  cannot 
f‘3  „ith  any  incumbrances;  whatever  the  rights  were  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
tS °must  be  in  the  Duchy  now.  without  any  collateral  charge : so  that,  I con- 
no  iniustice  can  work  by  allowing  a public  inspection  of  all  their  documents 
CS  Upscrintion.  It  would,  within  my  own  knowledge,  if  that  public  inspection 
was  allowed/ ascertain  the  rights  of  parties,  prevent  litigation,  and  save'  a great 

Znf/Tnd  all  those  unpleasant  disclosures  of  family  circumstances,  which  exist 
st  reason  for  privacy  with  regard  to  the  title-deeds  of  an  individual,  of  course 

cannot  apply  to  the  Duchy?—  No.  ...... 

T00V  Your  opinion  is  that  the  utmost  publicity,  with  regard  to  the  rights  of 
rhp  Duchv  so  far  from  encouraging  improper  litigation,  would  prevent  it  ? Most 
effectually  prevent  it ; parties  who  were  aware  of  their  rights  would  never  spend 
their  money  in  fruitless  litigation. 

4006.  The  .suits  respecting  Duchy  property  are  extremely  long  and  expen- 


S1  son 7 Do  you  know  of  any  cases  in  which  expense  has  been  caused  by  parties 
prosecuting  fruitless  claims,  which  access  to  the  documents  of  the  Duchy  would 
Le  induced  them  to  waive?— I do  not  know  that  I can  mention  any  instance  ; 
I have  a case  now  where  an  information  has  been  filed  by  the  Duchy  ; I am  in- 
formed that  there  is  a plan  of  the  property  in  the  Duchy-office ; I had  previously 
aoDlied  for  a plan  of  a similar  description,  and  had  been  told  it  was  a private 
document,  and  I think  it  fruitless  to  apply  for  it,  but  I think  it  would  settle  the 


question  and  save  expense. 

4008.  According  to  the  present  plan,  however  important  that  document  may  be 
in  settling  the  question,  it  can  never  be  known  till  it  is  produced  by  the  party 
adverse  to  you,  the  Duchy,  in  a court  of  law? — Exactly  so. 

■ 4000.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  What  is  the  distinction  existing,  in  your  mind 
between- the  rights  of  the  Duchy,  as  adverse  to  your  client,  and  the  rights  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  or  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  as  adverse  to  you  in  a parti- 
cular cause,  with  reference  to  the  claim  which  you  might  urge  to  the  inspection  of  the 
document  in  the  muniment-room  of  the  one,  or  in  the  mumment-room  ofthe  other . 
—The  difference  I would  draw  between  the  documents  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
and  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  is  this,  that  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
may  be,  and  probably  is,  charged  with  portions  and  with  terms  to  raise  portions 
and  legacies,  given  by  will,  and  in  the  cases  of  terms  the  legal  estate  may  now 
be  outstanding  ; that  cannot  be  the  case  with  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  the  Duke  ot 
Cornwall  has  had  no  power  of  parting  with  the  legal  estate  for  any  purpose,  even 


to  make  a charge. 


4010.  Your  answer  is  applied  rather  to  the  inconveniences  which  might  arise 

from  the  publicity  of  muniments  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  which 
inconveniences  could  not,  in  your  judgment,  accrue  from  the  inspection  of  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall ; but  the  question  put  to  you 
had  reference  to  the  right  which  you  allege  to  exist  on  the  part  of  any  one  to 
inspect  the  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  one  land-owner  or  of  the  other  land- 
owner; — looking  at  the  right  only} — Looking  at  the  right,  I do  not  know  that  1 
could  define  any  difference  in  the  right  distinctly  between  the  one  and  the  other, 
except  in  this  way ; a great  many  of  the  manors  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  have  been 
sold  under  the  Land  Tax  Redemption  Act ; in  every  case  of  sale,  as  required  by 
the  Land  Tax  Redemption  Act,  I am  aware  that  the  minerals  have  been  reserved 
to  the  Duke  of  Cornwall ; that  is  a totally  different  right,  in  rny  opinion,  from  the 
right  of  individuals  to  any  species  of  property,  namely,  the  right  ofthe  Duke  ot 
Cornwall  to  minerals.  If,  as  respecting  those  manors  sold  under  the  Land  1 ax 
Redemption  Act,  they  have  anything  like  private  documents,  they  ought  to  e 
given  up  to  the  purchasers ; I should  conceive  the  Duchy  had  no  right  to  retain 
them.  - 

4011.  If  the  Duchy  had  any  right  to  retain  the  title-deeds  to  which  you  reter,^ 
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has  not  the  purchaser  the  same  means  of  compelling  the  production,  as  ao-aj 
Duke  of  Cornwall,  which  he  could  sustain  against  the  Duke  of  Devonshi  °S'  6 
have  seen  some  of  the  conveyances  under  the  Land  Tax  Redemption  Act^6  ^ 
remember  seeing  of  the  manor  of  Tewington ; there  was  no  covenant  for  fo006  * 
duction  of  title-deeds,  and  there  might  be  a question  as  to  the  power  of  th  ^r°' 
chaser  to  compel  their  production.  le  PUr* 

4012.  Was  not  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  purchaser  and  vendor  at  the  same 

to  insert  such  covenants  for  the  production  of  the  title-deeds,  if  they  had  been  ^ 
posed  to  insert  it? — I cannot  answer  that  immediately;  I think  the  for  f 
conveyance  by  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  is  annexed  to  the  Act.  m ■ 

4013.  In  other  words,  no  purchaser  can  be  entrapped  into  a purchase  bv  tl 

Duke  of  Cornwall  upon  terms  not  open  to  his  cognizance  as  a matter  of  r ? 
the  Act  of  the  Legislature  ?— Certainly.  01d’  ^ 


4014.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  mean  to  have  it  understood  by  the  Committ 
that  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  in  his  transactions  with  individuals,  is  clothed  with66' 
character  so  far  different  from  that  of  a private  individual,  such  as  the  Duke  f 
Devonshire,  that  those  securities  for  the  transfer  or  subsequent  production  of  title 
deeds,  which  are  usually  made  between  individuals,  have  not  been  made  against  him" 
and  that  having  in  that  respect  assumed  a character  quite  different  from  . that  of  a 
private  individual,  he  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  possessor  of  those  estates  in  his 
individual  capacity,  but,  in  fact,  that  it  is  to  be  considered  the  property  of  a public 
body,  and  the  title-deeds  as  the  records  of  a public  court? — Certainly;  and  I 
should  have  no  objection  to  advise  a client,  who  wished  to  purchase  under  the  Land 
Tax  Redemption  Act,  to  rest  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  title,  without  any  abstract 
which  would  be  required  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  merely  upon  the 
public  notoriety  that  this  has,  either  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  3d  or  Henry 
the  8th,  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  that  he  could  not  charge 
or  encumber  or  part  with  the  legal  estate  ; and  I should  have  no  objection  to 
recommend  a client  to  accept  the  title,  without  any  abstract. 

4015.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.],  Does  that  answer  apply  to  purchases  made  from 
His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  and  Land  Revenues?— -I  was 
never  concerned  in  a case  of  sale  by  them. 

4016.  Chairman .]  Such  being  the  habit  with  regard  to  purchases  from  the 
Duke  of  Cornwall,  the  individual  who  has  purchased,  if  a dispute  should  arise 
between  him  and  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  with  respect  to  the  minerals,  has  not  that 
ordinary  protection  which  individuals  have  with  regard  to  the  production  of  title- 
deeds,  unless  they  are  to  be  considered  as  public  records,  produceable  as  other 
records  of  a court  of  justice  are  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case. 


4017.  Has  not  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  rights  which  no  private  individual  has? — 
Certainly. 

4018.  Are  not  those  rights  sources  of  perpetual  dispute  and  litigation  ?— Yes. 

4019.  The  right  to  minerals,  for  instance  ? — Yes. 

4020.  Is  not  the  possession  of  such  peculiar  rights,  evidence  in  itself  of  such  a 
public  possession  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  as  distinct  from  any  property 
that  individuals  ever  have  in  land,  that  that  alone  points  out  that  it  ought  to  be 
considered  as  public  property,  and  not  as  the  property  of  an  individual  ? — I should 
conceive  that  that  is  plain. 


4021.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  When  you  refer  to  the  public  rights  of  the  Duke 
of  Cornwall,  do  you  trace  them  to  the  Crown  as  having  them  originally  in  posses- 
sion, and  eventually  transferring  them  by  charter  to  the  Duke  of  Cornwall?— I 
should  not  refer  to  that  fact  as  drawing  a distinction  of  the  peculiarities  affecting  the 
rights  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  which  were  conferred  by  the  charter  of  Edward  the 
3d ; all  the  transactions  relating  to  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  that  could  affect  the  rights 
of  the  Duchy,  or  the  rights  of  individuals  claiming  under  the  Duchy,  except 
modern  leases,  must  be  found  in  the  Statute  Book,  and  those  are  now  well  known, 
I believe,  and  have  in  all  probability  been  since  the  reign  of  Edward  the  3d,  the 
peculiar  rights  referred  to,  which  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  enjoys  in  minerals ; there  are 
many  places  in  the  County  of  Cornwall  where  a claim  has  been  made,  and  some- 
times admitted,  to  toll  of  tin  arising  from  tin  bounds  over  the  property  of  other 
individuals  ; there  is  no  trace  how  the  property  got  vested  in  those  individuals,  but 
the  right  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  to  toll  of  tin  is  admitted. 

4022.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  May  it  not  happen  that  questions  with  respect  to 
boundary  may  arise  that  may  make  it  necessary  to  inspect  those  documents  ? — 

Yes, 
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V certainly  and  to  inspect  ministers’  accounts,  which  they  are  in  doubt  at  this 
lament  whether  they  will  call  public  or  private  documents. 

„ Then  in  fact,  to  a person  in  possession  of  property,  by  a conveyance  from 
• e duchy,  it  is  a hardship  that  he  has  not  the  means  of  inspecting  the  more  ancient 
Liniments  of  the  Duchy  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

“ ' There  is  on  the  part  of  the  Duchy  a recognized  distinction  between  a 
ujc  ,UKj  a private  document  ? — They  recognize  it ; they  allege  the  distinction, 
but  I have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  what  they  call  public,  or  what  they  call 


Mr.  Henry  Coodc. 
13  May  1836. 


P .02e  Are  there  any  distinctions  with  regard  to  the  legal  qualities  of  those  docu- 
ments as  evidence  ?— No;  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  distinction  as  to  the 
1 aj  quality ; there  is  a great  distinction  as  to  the  effect  of  some  of  them. 

°ao26.  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  think  if  such  a distinction  between  public  and' 
rivate  documents  is  allowed  to  exist,  injustice  to  the  public  the  distinction  ought 
to  be  very  strictly  defined  indeed ; and  that  the  public  ought  to  know  positively, 
from  a list  or  catalogue,  what  documents  are  to  be  held  as  private,  and  what  are  to 
be  thrown  open  as  public  ?— Certainly. 

4027.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  That  is  to  say,  that  the  public^might  have  a list  of 
those  which  are  public,  and  not  of  those  which  are  private? — Certainly  not ; I am 
not  aware  that  there  is  any  list  of  public  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Duchy, 
and  till  the  report  of  the  late  case  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
specify  any  particular  document  in  the  duchy,  and  now,  in  relation  to  other  manors, 
it  is  impossible ; unless  I can  go  and  point  out  and  ask  for  a specific  article,  I go 
in  the  dark,  upon  a mere  vague  suspicion  that  such  a document  is  there;  I am  told 
if  I have  made  a mistake  in  the  date,  or  of  the  year  of  the  reign  of  any  other  mo- 
narch, there  is  no  such  document. 

4028.  That  would  be  a correct  answer,  that  you  had  made  such  a mistake  ? — 
Yes,  it  would  be  a correct  answer,  but  an  answer  somewhat  jesuitical. 

4029.  Chairman.\  But  as  you  had  made  the  application  from  the  best  informa- 
tion you  could  get,  it  would  be  a denial  of  justice? — Yes. 

4030.  There  is  no  catalogue  open  to  you  to  give  you  that  information  r— No. 

4031.  Unless  you  know  all  the  particulars  of  the  deed  you  want,  the  Duchy 
gives  you  no  assistance  ? — No. 

4032.  And  that  with  regard  to  the  public  documents  ?— Yes. 

4033.  So  that,  practically  upon  these  matters,  the  public,  though  theoretically 
allowed  access  to  the  public  documents,  is  deprived  of  all  those  facilities  of  con- 
sulting them  that  would  make  them  available? — They  are  deprived  of  that  facility. 

4034.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis .]  By  the  public,  are  the  Committee  to  understand 
that  you  mean  private  individuals  interested  in  private  suits  r— Private  individuals 
interested  in  property  in  the  county  of  Cornwall. 

4035.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  that  you  are  the  gentleman  on  behalf  of 
whom  Mr.  Cole  went  to  the  Duchy  office  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Trevannion?  f^es, 
he  went  at  my  request. 

4036.  By  your  authority  ? — Yes. 

4037.  On  the  authority  of  Mr.  Trevannion  also?— No;  I had  been  concerned 
for  Mr.  Trevannion  for  some  years,  and  having  occasion  to  make  some  searches, 
acting  under  the  authority,  generally  as  solicitor  for  Mr.  Trevannion,  I did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  apply  for  an  authority  for  that  purpose. 

4038.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Trevanion  has  denied  that  any  authority  was 
given  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  name? — I am  aware  that  Mr.  Trevannion  has  said 
he  had  given  no  specific  instructions  to  that  effect. 

4039.  Chairman .]  Is  it  usual,  in  searching  for  records  in  other  public  offices, 
that  there  should  be  a direct  authority  from  the  party  as  well  as  his  agent?— Cer- 
tainly not ; I should  think  I grossly  neglected  my  duty  to  my  client  if  I did  not 
exercise  a sound  and  safe  discretion  without  applying  to  my  principal  for  authority 
in  every  step  I took: 

4040.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis .]  You  were  employed  by  Mr.  Trevannion  ? — Yes. 

4°4 !•  And  recognized  as  such  by  the  officers  of  the  Duchy  ? — I was  well  known 

to  them  as  having  been  the  agent  of  Mr.  Trevannion  for  many  years. 

4042.  Chairman .]  Mr.  Cole  applied,  on  your  behalf,  for  an  inspection  of  do- 
cuments in  the  Duchy-office? — Yes. 

4043.  And  it  was  refused,  because  he  had  not  the  authority  of  a gentleman  in 
Cornwall  ?— Yes. 

0.33.  z z 4044-  Sir 
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Mr.  Henry  Coode.  _ 4044-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  It  being  true  that  that  gentleman  had  not  give 

instructions  to  that  effect? — Yes,  it  was  so.  ° n 

J3  May  1836.  4045.  Chairman .]  Do  the  parties  in  a suit  give  instructions  for  every  step  take 

in  a suit? — No.  n 

4046.  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a plea  raised  in  a record-office  for  refusing  the 
inspection  of  a document? — No. 

4047.  Do  you  think  that  justice  could  be  done  to  any  persons  having  anything 

to  do  with  lands  that  were  ever  connected  with  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  if  an& 
plea  of  that  kind  was  allowed  to  obstruct  the  search? — Certainly  not;  it  often 
happens  in  the  last  stage  of  a cause  that  suspicion  arises  there  is  a document 
material  to  give  in  evidence.  I have  no  time,  no  opportunity,  to  communicate 
with  my  client  in  Cornwall  whether  I shall  get  it  or  not,  but  if  I did  not  get  it 
I apprehend  the  courts  in  Westminster  would  hold  me  liable  for  neglecting  my 
duty.  ° 

4048.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.']  Do  you,  or  not,  see  a distinction  between  the 
general  proposition  in  the  question,  and  a search  made  in  the  name  of  a client 
which  was  afterwards  discountenanced  by  the  client  in  his  own  name  ? — No  I do 
not. 

4049.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  search  was  dis- 
countenanced ? — No,  not  at  all. 

4050.  Or  that  he  disapproved  of  it  ? — No  ; all  I have  understood  is,  that  he 
was  asked  whether  he  had  given  me  instructions  to  have  the  search  made,  and  he 
answered  it,  as  any  gentleman  would,  that  he  had  not. 

4051.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  That  was  after  the  refusal  of  the  Duchy? — Yes. 

4052.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  If  that  search  had  been  made  by  A.  B.,  or  any 
other  individual,  would  it  have  been  in  the  course  of  the  business  of  the  Duchy  to 
have  granted  or  refused  that  search  so  sought? — I do  not  know,  it  depends  upon 
themselves. 

4053.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  to  the  Committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  ?•— No,  I am  not  aware 
that  anything  else  arises. 

4054.  Would  you  just  re-state  to  the  Committee  what  period,  in  general,  it 
takes  to  procure  a document  from  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall? — There  has  been 
a difference  in  answering  applications;  I think  I may  say  the  average  is  four  or 
five  days.  . 

4055.  Sometimes  longer  ? — I cannot  state  specifically  ; I think  upon  one  occa- 
sion I have  had  an  answer  in  a shorter  time. 

4056.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  As  I was  absent  at  the  earlier  part  of  your  exa- 
mination I do  not  know  whether  you  may  have  been  asked  whether  you  were 
aware  that  the  indexes  and  calendars  in  the  Duchy-office  were  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  in  his  personal  character? — No,  I do  notknQw 
it  at  all ; I do  not  know  that  there  is  such  an  index  ; I have  been  told  there  was 
nothing  of  the  sort  to  which  I could  refer  when  I have  applied  there. 

4057.  Do  you  know  from  what  funds  the  expense  of  the  Duchy-office  is  sus- 
tained ? — No,  I presume  from  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy. 

4058.  Therefore  if  any  calendars  or  indexes  shall  have  been  made,  you  presume 
they  were  made  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall? — Yes. 


Henry  Joseph  Gamier , Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

H.J. Gamier,  Esq-  4059.  Chairman.]  YOU  were  professor  at  the  college  of  Fribourg? — At  the 
Latin  college  of  Fribourg  ; I lectured  likewise  at  the  university  there. 

4060.  Have  you  had  occasion,  in  the  course  of  any  researches  you  may  have 
made,  to  consult  ancient  records  in  Germany  ? — No ; but  I have  some  knowledge 
of  the  archives  existing  in  my  native  country. 

4061.  That  is  in  the  grand-dukedom  of  Baden? — Yes,  it  is:  I may  add,  how- 
ever, that  what  I am  to  state  is  applicable  to  the  whole  of  Germany.  We  have 
three  classes  of  archives  : First,  central  archives,  only  in  towns  which  are  the  seats 
of  government,  and  containing  what  you  call  State  papers,  and  many  documents  of 
historical  importance ; they  are  only  accessible  by  special  permission.  All  the 
courts  of  law,  farther,  have  their  peculiar  archives,  wherein  they  preserve  all  the 
papers  which  refer  to  the  lawsuits,  and  to  the  trials  of  criminal  cases  which  have  taken 
place  before  them.  Those  records  are  destroyed  after  the  lapse  of  100  years. 

4062.  It  is  the  custom  in  Germany  to  destroy  legal  records  after  the  lapse  of 

J c 100  years? 
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5 One  hundred  years  is  the  term  in  my  native  country ; but  if  I say,  H.J.GantUr,  Esq. 

' records  are  destroyed  after  a certain  lapse  of  time,  my  answer  is  apph-  — — 

thL  T the  whole  of  Germany.  Indeed,  an  illimHed  preservation  could  have  no  13  May  1836. 

c?  at  whatever:  since,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  each  of  the  states  of 
I in  imitation  of  the  Code  Napoleon,  has  been  endowed  with  a code,  or 
Germany,  writ,en  )aw.  s0  that  the  authority  of  the  chose  jugee,  or  pre- 

• c,0m.Pv  ‘ re  not  much  wanted.  If  we  consider,  besides,  that  the  administration  of 
, not  nublic,  and  that  all  the  transactions  take  place  in  writing,  it  becomes 
•j  that  the  temporary  preservation  of  the  legal  records  serves  exclusively  as  a 
"l  ot  Quasi  publicity  for  the  parties  interested  in  the  lawsuits,  the  object  of  which 
knerfectly  attained  after  a certain  lapse  of  time. 

rnfiy  What  is  the  third  class  of  records  ? — 1 own  archives : they  are  easily  acces- 
at  they  often  contain  charters  and  other  documents  of  historical  importance,  for  the 
„ ’ mat  many  of  those  towns  have  formerly  been  free  imperial  towns  governing, 
themselves  or  the  seats  of  petty  princes  who  have  been  sacrificed  111  the  treaty  of 
I nneville  •'  a circumstance  which  brings  such  town  archives,  in  some  way,  under 
,h“  description  of  the  first  class  of  archives,  which  I called  central  archives. 

' aoU.  Are  all  those  archives  at  present  under  the  care  of  the  general  government 
nf  the  country? — It  is  difficult  to  say  what,  in  the  present  state  of  Germany,  is  not 
nmler  the  care  of  tile  government,  or  rather,  of  what  the  government  may  not  think 
fit  to  take  care;  but  in  a certain  sense  it  may  be  said,  that  the  towns  and  legal 
courts  take  care  of  their  own  records. 

,06c  Do  you  know  in  what  state  they  are  generally  kept?  ihey  weie  in  a 
state  of  great  disorder  till  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  Great  improve- 
ments have  taken  place  since  1815,  and  now  the  documents  are  kept  in  much 
better  order  than  they  were  before.  . 

4066  Does  the  government  superintend  the  publication  of  any  of  these  docu- 
meiits?— The  different  governments  of  Germany  encourage  science  and  instruction 
by  the  multiplication  of  well-organized  schools  and  universities,  and  by  sufficiently 
paid  professorships  ; but  they  never  make  themselves  editors  of  books. 

4067.  You  have  had  very  extensive  publications  made  from  them  in  Germany, 
have  you  not? — Really  extensive  publications,  not  until  very  lately. 

4068.  By  whom  were  those  late  publications  made?— By  a society  established 
in  1818  under  the  presidency  of  the  celebrated  Prussian  minister,  Von  Stein.  Ihe 
society  extended  all  over  Germany,  and  made  it  their  special  purpose  to  bring  forth 
a collection  of  all  the  sources  of  German  history  down  to  the  16th  century.  They 
began  their  activity  by  establishing  a periodical  under  the  title  of,  “ Archiv  der 
gesellschaft  fiir  Deutsche  geschichtskunde,”  wherein  a full  inventory  of  the  docu- 
ments existing,  as  well  in  the  libraries  of  Germany  as  in  those  of  foreign  countries, 
and  elucidating  German  history,  was  dressed  and  partly  described.  When  thus  the 
whole  extent  of  the  work  to  be  published  was  perfectly  known,  the  first  volume  of 
the  collection  itself  appeared  in  1828,  under  the  title,  “ Monumenta  Germamca 
historica.  Inde  ab  anno  Christi  quingentisimo  inque  ad  annum  millesimutn  quin- 
gentisimum,  auspiciis  societatis  aperiendis  fontibus  rerum  Germanicarum  medii 
arvi,  edidit  G.  H.  Pertz.”  Three  volumes  are  now  published.  Dr.  Pertz,  royal 
librarian  at  Hanover,  superintends  the  publication. 

4069.  What  has  been  published  in  these  volumes?  Under  what  plan  have  they 
been  framed  ? have  they  been  a publication  of  the  archives  bodily,  or  extracts  from 
them  ?— I did  not  well  seize  the  question. 

4070.  Are  the  whole  manuscripts  published,  or  only  extracts?— ihe  whole 

manuscripts  are  published.  _ . . 

4071.  On  what  plan  has  that  work  been  carried  on ; is  it  a collection  of  materials 
for  tlie  History  of  Germany,  selecting  from  the  archives  merely  such  documents  as 
throw  light  upon  a particular  period  of  history,  or  have  they  taken  in  a valuable 
class  of  documents  and  published  them  altogether;  does  not  Doctor  Pertz  s work 
consist  merely  of  chronicles  ?— The  collection,  when  completed,  is  to  contain  five 
classes  of  manuscripts  and  documents,  which  are  to  be  published  in  the  following 
order : Scriptores,  Leges,  Diplomata,  Epistolm,  and  what  they  call  Monumenta 
Minora. 

4072.  Then  no  greater  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  but  the  publication 
of  three  volumes  folio? — Not  that  I know  of. 

4073.  What  are  the  funds  of  this  society  ? — Private  contributions  and  subscrip- 
tions from  reigning  princes,  but  in  their  quality  of  private  individuals,  amongst 
whom  the  contributions  of  the  King  of  England  have  been  by  far  the  most  liberal. 

0.33.  z z 2 4074'  1 
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II.  J.  Gamier,  Esq.  4074.  I suppose  Doctor  Pertz  under  him  has  editors  to  divide  the  lahnnr  ■ 
j Ma  (MJ  k'm  ^ — It  could  not  be  otherwise,  as  the  collections  are  very  numerous,  and 

13  Jy  1 3 * care  is  given  to  the  editorship  of  them  as  we  are  only  accustomed  to  see  best^*1^ 
upon  the  valuable  remains  of  Greek  and  Roman  authors.  The  printed  t ° • 
based  upon  a comparison  of  all  the  manuscripts  existing  and  known  of  the  a h 'S 
comprehended  in  this  collection.  Ul  ors 

4075.  In  what  manner  has  the  work  been  executed,  in  such  a manner  as  to  ' 
satisfaction  to  the  learned  men  of  Germany  ? — The  work  has  given  ge 
satisfaction,  and  deserved  it.  Learned  men  had  travelled  and  examined  the 
tents  of  the  most  important  libraries  of  Europe  : the  full  extent  of  the  work  ^ 
perfectly  known  before  the  publication  was  begun.  Men  of  such  high  renown^ 
Professor  Dahlmann  at  Gottingen,  and  several  others,  have  undertaken  the  edir'^ 
of  single  authors  ; the  texts  of  the  authors  have  been  carefully  revised,  notes 
appended  containing  the  important  variations  of  the  texts  occurring  in  the  diffe  ^ 
manuscripts,  and  short  explanations  of  difficult  passages,  or  of  little  known  historic0! 
parts  and  names  occuring  in  the  texts.  What  has  been  published  till  now  is  don 
in  such  a way  as  to  deserve  to  be  recommended  as  a real  pattern  for  similar  nnl6 
lications.  The  work,  certainly,  does  great  honour  to  Dr.  Pertz,  who,  if  he  has 
not  done  all  the  work  himself,  at  least  revises  the  whole  of  it. 

4076.  Mr  Pusey .]  Are  you  aware  of  the  assistance  which  the  French  govern- 
ment has  given  to  the  publication  of  documents  illustrating  French  history  ? The 

work  of  Dr.  Pertz  is  a private  enterprize ; the  same  is  the  case  with  the  collection 
of  Muratori,  and  the  important  publication  of  Dom  Bouquet  and  his  Benedictines 
in  France  was  likewise  the  result  of  private  enterprize. 

4077.  Six  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  collection  of  Dom  Bouquet  was  published  at  the 
expense  of  government? — That  is  certainly  the  case  in  a certain  way.  But  I have 
a recollection  as  if  the  government  defrayed  only  about  one  fourth  of  the  expenses  • 
and  the  rest  was  taken  from  the  revenues  of  the  corporation  of  St.  Maure  and  the 
profits  of  the  sale  of  the  work.  The  French  government  likewise  advanced  a sum 
of  money,  about  500,000  francs  I think,  to  the  editors  of  the  “ Description  de 
l’Egypte,”  in  payment  of  which  the  government  took  a corresponding  number  of 
copies  of  the  work  ; but  the  publication  must  certainly  be  regarded  as  a private 
enterprise,  as  the  society  who  published  the  work  has  become  very  rich  by  it. 

4078.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Have  you  so  far  considered  the  question  of  the 
preference  to  be  given  to  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet  or  of  Muratori,  as  to  be  willing 
to  give  an  opinion  to  this  Committee  upon  the  subject? — My  peculiar  studies 
belong  more  to  literary  than  to  political  history  : I know,  besides,  that  the  question 
is  of  such  difficulty,  that  the  publication  of  Dom  Bouquet  was  deferred  for  a con- 
siderable time,  from  the  sole  reason  that  such  of  the  first  historians  of  France  as 
may  be  ranged  amongst  the  first  historians  of  Europe,  could  not  agree  upon  the 
plan  to  be  followed  in  the  publication  ; what  I am  able  to  say  is,  that  the  learned 
men  find  in  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet  this  inconvenience,  that  the  authors,  in 
consequence  of  the  matter  being  distributed  under  Reigns  and  Centuries,  are  cut 
into  pieces,  and  that,  therefore,  if  you  wish  to  examine  the  complete  work  of  an 
author,  you  are  often  obliged  to  hunt  for  the  separate  portions  all  over  the  work. 

4079.  \ou  prefer  the  plan  of  Muratori? — The  collection  of  the  “Scriptores 
rerum  Danicarum,”  by  Suhm  and  Langenbeck,  is  a considerable  improvement, 
not  upon  the  plan  of  Muratori,  but  upon  its  execution ; the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  “ Monumenta  ” of  Pertz,  with  this  difference,  that  the  latter  has  also  enlarged 
the  plan  of  Muratori ; for  Dr.  Pertz’s  collection  will  contain  the  documents  and 
diplomas  which  Muratori  gives  in  a separate  work,  the  “ Annali  d’ltalia.” 

4080.  The  Right  Hon.  Watkins  W.  Wynn.]  Do  you  think  that  the  incon- 
venience of  breaking  the  publication  into  different  periods  might  or  might  not  be 
considerably  obviated  by  making  those  periods  of  a considerable  extent? — That  is 
to  say,  you  wish  to  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  the  inconvenience  of  breaking  the 
work  of  an  author  into  parcels.  Why,  then,  divide  them  at  all  ? 

4081.  The  periods  of  Dom  Bouquet,  you  say,  are  separate  reigns,  are  they  not? 
— Yes,  and  centuries. 

4082.  Then  the  Committee  understand  that  the  division  is  principally  into  cen- 
turies, modified  so  as  not  to  break  a reign  into  pieces  ? — Such,  I think,  is  the  case 
at  the  beginning  of  this  work,  where  the  division  into  dvnasties  predominates. 

4083.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  Upon  a general  review  of  the  subject,  do  you 
give  it  as  your  opinion  to  the  Committee  that  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet  is,  in  your 
judgment,  preferable  to  the  plan  of  Muratori,  or  vice  versa?— I think  both  plans 

should 
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„ hinetl.  Such  large  collections  as  those  of  Muratori  and  Dom  Bou  H.  J.  Garnier,  Ksq. 

should  be ' , which  a man  would  read  through  from  one  end  to  the  other ; ; “ 

r‘ are  books  of  reference,  which  should  be  arranged  in  such  an  order  as  to  .3  M.,  r836. 

‘ lie  the  inquirer  to  find  the  notices  and  facts  in  the  shortest  time  possible.  The 
““I  merit  of  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet  lies  in  such  an  arrangement.  On  the 
ST  Se  it  may  be  said,  that  there  are  many  points  in  history  which  canno  be 
°,t  iela  edunlessJby -perusing  the  whole  of  an  author,  and  in  such  cases  a collec- 
**1  afte|.  the  plan  of  Muratori  is  wanted  ; a collection,  further,  made  after 
tlwnlan  of  Muratori,  wants  only  completeness  in  the  number  of  the  authors  and 
trLents  and  correctness  as  to  the  texts;  and  those  are  things  which  may  be 
J , wd  in  such  a way  as  to  make  any  subsequent  alteration  superfluous  : whilst, 

“ he  contrary,  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet  must  always  be  open  to  improvement, 

(hr  this  simple^  reason,  that  as  the  purpose  changes  for  which  an  author  consults 
!he  collection,  the  plan  of  arrangement  becomes  more  or  less  defective  and  incom 
Sete  The  impression  I have  of  the  subject  is  therefore  this  ; let  us  have,  at  first, 
fcomolete  and  correct  collection  of  all  the  authors  and  documents  illustrating 
English  history,  after  the  plan  of  Muratori,  or  rather  after  the  improved  plan  of 
rw  Pertz  - and  this  done,  let  us  have  an  extensive  index  made  after  the  plan  of 
Horn  Bouquet,  not  containing  any  extracts  of  the  authors,  but  only  the  necessary 
" ” ces  io  the  texts  in  the  collection.  If  afterwards  .such  an  appendix  or  index 
Hoes  no  longer  answer  to  the  wants  of  literary  men,  it  can  easily  be  reprinted, 
because  it  is°not  necessary  to  reprint  also  the  texts  of  the  authors,  which  alone 
swells  the  collection  of  Dom  Bouquet  into  so  many  volumes  ; I may  add,  however, 
that  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet  itself  has  been  already  improved.  A French  monk, 
whose  name  I do  not  recollect,  belonging  to  the  order  of  the  Oratorians,  and  Pi o- 
fessorat  Caen,  published,  in  1792,  in  four  volumes,  the  title  of  which  I think  is 
“Gallia  Historica.”  The  book  has  scarcely  been  known  until  two  years  ago,  111 
consequence  of  the  researches  instituted  by  Mons.  Gnizot ; the  public  attention 
was  directed  to  it,  and  at  the  present  moment  it  is  certainly  the  opinion  of  all 
France  that  the  plan  laid  down  in  this  book  is  by  far  superior  to  that  of  Dom  Bou- 
quet. I would  add  one  remark,  that  it  is  perhaps  useless  to  discuss  the  plan  aftei 
which  authors  are  to  be  arranged,  and  who  are  not  yet  collected.  I think  at  the 
present  moment,  you  chiefly  want  researches  to  he  made  for  what  “lsts'° 
most  to  have  a periodical,  published  after  the  plan  of  the  Arehiv  of  the  Ger- 
man Historical  Society.'  If  then  a foil  inventory  is  desired  of  the  souices  which 
exist,  it  will  be  time  to  discuss  the  way  in  which  the  materials  are  to  be  auanged, 

bl408 T’ciiairman.]  Do  you  know  what  assistance  the  French  government  has 
riven  to  Thierry  and  others  of  its  recent  historians  of  ancient  France,  and  m what 
mode  that  assistance  was  given  ?-Tbe  assistance  was  given  by  the  Royal  Printing- 
office,  an  excellent  institution.  There  they  have  all  the  alphabets  of  all  the 
languages  known,  and  if  a learned  man  publishes  a work  written  in  a language 
little  known,  for  which  he  cannot  get  types  anywhere  else,  he  will  find  them  at  the 
Royal  Printing-office,  where  they  will  lend  the  tvpes  to  him,  or  print  work. 

As  to  Mons.  Thierry,  who,  after  having  completed  his  work  upon  The  Conquest 
of  England  by  the  Normans,”  could  not  find  a bookseller  who  would  print  it, 

I know  that  he  addressed  himself  to  government,  who  printed  it  at  their  own 
expense  in  the  Royal  Printing-office.  The  same  case  happened  in  1829  to  Mons. 

Monteil  for  his  “ Histoire  des  Francis  du  divers  6tats.  Since  the  work  has  been 
printed  it  has  had  already  three  or  four  editions.  , . , 1 . 

4085.  The  government  aids  individuals  instead  of  undertaking  the  works  them- 

4086.  And  the  mode  in  which  it  aids  them  is,  in  the  first  place,  by  affording 
certain  facilities  in  the  execution  of  the  w'ork?  Yes. 

4087.  Secondly,  by  printing  the  work  at  its  own  expense  , -xes. 

4088.  Does  it”  pay  the  authors  anything  for  their  labour  ?— Sometimes  it  allows 
pensions  to  literary  men  of  merit,  which  are  subjected  to  the  approval  ot  the 
“ Chatnbre  des  Deputes.” 

4089.  But  in  the  case  of  Mons.  Thierry  and  Mons.  Montiel,  it  a.lowed  them  the 
return  the  work  made,  when  it  was  found  that  the  work  did  remuneiate  them  (■  e 
government  authorizes  the  Royal  Printing-office  to  print  the  work,  which  is  as  much 
as  to  say,  the  work  is  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  government;  the  pumed  wor 
belongs  to  the  author,  who  disposes  of  it  as  he  likes  ; the  government  pays  1 se 
for  its  expenses  by  taking  a corresponding  number  of  printed  copies. 

0.33.  z z 3 4090-  Mr- 
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H.J.  Gamier, Esq.  4°9°-  Mr.  Pusey]  Are  the  works  of  which  you  speak,  collections  f 

documents  or  historical  works? — Historical  works.  0 anc*ent 

13  May  1836.  409i*  You  are  speaking  of  the  works  of  original  history? — Yes. 

4092.  You  are  not  aware  how  far  the  French  government  has  contributed 
publication  of  the  materials  for  French  history ; but  you  can  speak  to  the  f l° 
it  has  actually  defrayed  the  expense  of  printing  original  works  on  French  W*  that 
—Yes:  but  it  would  certainly  aid,  if  necessary,  the  publication  of  Such  an'r^ 
ncal  collection  as  is  referred  to.  It  has  been  the  constant  maxim  of  the  P.' 
governments,  as  well  before  as  after  the  French  revolution,  to  contribute  hr 
the  publication,  both  of  original  works  on  French  history,  and  of  works  conR- 
materials  for  it;  but  except  in  those  cases  where  political  and  other  view?! 
interfere,  always  taking  care  to  give  no  money,  or  other  facilities  unW  r 
works  already  done,  or  partly  done.  The  “ Minislre  de  l’lnterieur”  has  a 7 1 
credit  open  in  his  budget,  for  the  encouragement  of  science  and  letters. 
this  money  is  given  to  the  public  libraries,  and  another  part  is  retained  for  ei  °f 
raging  and  facilitating  useful  publications.  The  author  or  authors  of  a book  wh°U|' 
publishers  refuse,  or  which  cannot  be  carried  on  by  the  means  of  private  ent 
prize  alone,  send  this  work,  or  what  has  been  already  done  of  it,  to  the  minkt^" 
The  minister  requires  either  a special  bureau  of  his,  or  some  celebrated  meml7‘ 
of  the  “ Jnstitut,”  to  state  the  opinion  they  have  of  the  merit  of  the  work  Tf 
a favourable  opinion  is  given,  he  has  three  ways  of  favouring  the  authors.  Eifhe 
he  allows  them  a sum  of  money  which  may  be  given  as  a “ gratuite,”  or  merelvnl 
an  advance  : or  he  authorizes  the  Royal  Printing-office  to  print  it;  or  he  has  tl 
work  recommended  to  the  public  schools,  which  always  ensures  to  the  authors 
a sale  of  at  least  4,000  copies.  The  little  French  grammar  of  Letellier,  for  instance 
was  recommended  in  this  way  ; the  book,  in  the  space  of  a few  years  had  7 
editions,  and  the  author  cleared  a profit  of  more  than  a million  of  francs  Very 
lately,  however,  under  the  ministry  of  Mons.  Guizot,  something  has  taken  place 
which  seems  to  be  an  aberration  of  the  known  maxim  of  the  French  government 
only  to  assist  publications  which  are  prepared  or  going  on,  and  not  to  provoke' 
them ; unless  we  say,  that  it  was  not  the  minister  Guizot,  but  the  celebrated  histo- 
rian Guizot,  who  planned  the  new  work.  Mons.  Guizot,  indeed,  has  promoted  an 
extensive  publication  of  the  historical  documents  illustrating  the  French  history. 
The  “ Chambre  des  Deputes”  has  allowed  a yearly  sum  of  500,000  francs  for  the 
sake  of  making  researches  in  all  the  libraries  of  France  after  documents,  and 
chiefly  after  such  documents  as 'have  not  yet  been  published.  In  all  the  towns  of 
France  containing  libraries,  an  efficient  man  has  been  named  to  undertake  the 
researches,  and  where  no  such  man  was  to  be  found,  one  was  sent  there  by  the 
minister.  Others  have  been  sent  into  foreign  countries  for  making  their  researches 
after  documents  illustrating  French  history.  Mons.  Francisque  Michel  was  here, 
in  England,  last  year,  and  upon  his  return,  immediately  published  a report,  which 
enabled  the  public  to  see  that  the  money  was  not  uselessly  expended.  All  those 
researches,  it  is  evident,  are  to  end  in  an  extensive  publication;  but  here  again,  it 
may  be  said,-  that  the  minister  has  not  at  all  made  himself  the  author  and  editor 
of  an  extensive  publication,  but  that  keeping  himself  strictly  within  the  limits  of 
a question  of  administration,  he  has  only  taken  such  measures  as  will  enable  private 
enterpnze  to  prepare  and  execute  the  publication  itself.  Besides,  private  enterprize 
has  come  already  now,  to  assist  in  forwarding  the  plan  of  the  minister.  A 
societe  historique,  the  members  of  which  pay  an  annual  contribution  of  30  francs, 
has  been  formed,  who  republish  ancient  documents,  which  either  had  not  been  cor- 
rectly printed,  or  wanted  explanation.  Further,  an  “ Ecole  de  Chartes’  is  attached 
to  the  Royal  Library,  where  young  men  are  instructed  in  reading  documents,  and 
in  the  antiquated  languages  and  dialects  of  France;  and  the  members  of  this  school 
have  likewise  undertaken  a publication  of  their  own.  They  publish  “ brochures,” 
containing  old  works,  with  glossaries  and  explanations ; as,  for  instance,  the  “ Roman 
e a Rose,  which  has  been  published  by  Elvi  Johannan,  and  has  already  had 
three  or  four  editions.  It  is  this  school,  likewise,  which  has  furnished  the  most 
efficient  men  for  the  researches  instituted  by  Mons.  Guizot.  I may  add,  that  there 
is  at  Pans  even  a bookseller,  Mons.  Crapelet,  who  published  nothing  but  old 
works;  and  besides,  a monthly  catalogue  of  all  the  curious  works,  and  “ouvrages 
retiouves,  bi ought  to  light  in  consequence  of  the  researches  ordered  by  Mons. 
Guizot. 

4093-  Chairman.']  The  Appendix  (A.),  it  is  stated  to  us,  is  a catalogue  of  all 
documents  in  any  way  relating  to  the  ancient  history  and  literature  of  the  British 

Isle 
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,,  _wer  2224)  to  be  found  in  various  libraries  in  Germany.  As  you  have  «■ J-  Gamut, Es,. 
S-Smer  the  work,  will  you  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  work,  >s  May  l8s6_ 


l0?i*e”tilit7 of'it'as  an  mdeteto  Germ'an  libraries  ? 


and  the  u J ^ has  ^ tMe.  and  from  the  variety,  or  rather  confusion,  of 
•J?  contains,  it  would  scarcely  be  possible  to  find  a title  for  it.  The  work  lias 
,hm  ■ The  notices  it  contains  are  either  inaccurate  or  not  to  be  relied  upon, 


”°  Pf  n use  I am  sorry  to  feel  myself  obliged  to  say  that  I cannot  imagine  any 
01  which  the  work  might  answer.  To  substantiate  my  harsh  judgment,  which  only 

0 . “ conviction  could  force  me  to  pronounce,  I have  written  a memoir,  wherein 
T have  exposed  the  most  glaring  defects  of  the  work.  The  memoir  being  rather 
long  I beg  leave  t0  hanci  il  t0  tlle  Chainr,an<  leavinK  il  t0  hlm  t0  use  11  as  he  thmks 
“40 q4°PF°r  instance,  under  the  head  of  Heilsbronn,  are  not  the  manuscripts  in 

the  library  of  Heilbronn  mentioned  ?—Yes;  .. 

1 , Where  is  Heilsbronn  ?— In  Bavaria;  and  Heilbronn  is  m Wirtemburg. 

a off  Is  Heilbronn  a town  of  a description  which  you  would  denominate  as  a 
both  arc  towns,  with  this  difference,  that  Heilbronn  is  a town  of  note, 
an  ancient  imperial  town;  and  Heilsbronn  an  obscure  place,  not  containing  more 

than  200  houses.  . , _ _ , ,T  > 

4007.  On  what  river  is  Heilbronn  situated? — On  the  Necker. 

4008*  On  what  river  is  Heilsbronn  situated  ? — On  the  Schwabach. 

Ioqq'  In  reading  over  this,  does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  two  libraries,  on  account 
of  the  similarity  of  names,  are  confounded  together?— The  names  are  as  similar  os 
T ondon  and  Leyden.  The  two  names,  Heilsbronn  and  Heilbronn,  are  differently, 
llial  is  to  say  correctly,  printed  in  the  Appendix.  Why,  then,  did  the  author  not 
consult  a geographical  index?  a book  which  should  never  have  left  his  table,  as 
the  matter  of  the  Appendix  is  distributed  under  towns  and  other  places,  containing 
public  libraries.  Tile  Appendix,  besides,  mentions  twice  the  following  historical 
(act-  “ that  a Margrave  of  Anspach  presented  a part  of  the  library  of  Heilsbronn 
to  die  University  of  Erlangen.”  This  fact  should  have  rendered  the  author  imme- 
diately aware  that  Heilsbronn  is  a different  town  from  Heilbronn ; for  Heilbronn 
is  in  Wirtemburg,  and  the  University  of  Erlangen  is  in  Bavaria  ; and  the  Mar- 
grave of  Anspach  could  never  have  a right  to  dispose  of  a library  in  Heilbronn. 

It  is  certainly  pardonable  not  to  know  where  is  Heilsbronn,  but  any  man  who 
pretends  to  the  least  knowledge  of  German  language  and  literature,  must  know 
where  is  Heilbronn  ; for  Goethe  has  laid  the  scene  of  the  greatest  part  of  his  “ Goetz 
von  Berlichingen,”  at  Heilbronn ; not  to  mention  that  the  title  of  the  most  known 

drama  of  Kleist  is  “Katchen  von  Heilbronn.” 

4100.  Does  it  appear  from  the  Appendix  that  the  library  of  Erlangen  in  Bavaria 
has  got  this  library  ? — Yes. 

4101.  Mr.  Pusey .]  Should  you  have  been  very  much  surprised  if  in  the  bcriptores 
Rerum  Germanicarum  a mistake  had  arisen  between  the  two  watering-places  of 
Leamington  and  Lymington  in  England  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

4102.  Chairman,]  Should  not  you,  if  a man  had  said  he  had  seen  a thing  at 
Leamington  that  was  only  to  be  found  at  Lymington,  think  it  was  a pretty  good 

proof  he  had  not  been  at  the  places  mentioned  ?— Yes.  . 

4103.  Should  you  not  think  that  the  mistake  had  arisen  from  his  having  read 
works  in  which  they  might  have  been  noticed,  not  having  been  at  the  places  him- 
self?—I might  think  that  too. 

4104.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Is  there  any  statement  in  the  passage  which  has 
been  pointed  out  to  you  by  the  Chairman,  in  which  the  writer  states  that  he  had 
himself  seen  anything  in  either  place,  Heilsbronn  or  Heilbronn  ? There  is  nothing 
in  the  whole  book  which  should  make  me  think  that  the  author  had  seen  many  of 
the  things  himself,  mentioned  in  the  Appendix. 

4105.  Is  there  any  passage  in  the  pages  to  which  your  attention  has  been  called, 
in  which  any  mention  has  been  made  of  the  Margrave  of  Anspach,  such  pages 
being  123,  124  and  125? — The  passages  in  which  the  name  of  the  Margrave  of 
Anspach  occurs  are  in  page  72. 

4106.  Chairman .]  Is  not  information  given  in  the  Appendix  of  several  libraries 
that  are  not  existing  at  the  places  under  which  they  are  given? — I think  two-thirds 
of  the  libraries  are  no  longer  existing ; the  book  contains  a great  many  monasteries, 
and  libraries  that  are  gone  long  ago,  gone  in  the  time  of  Napoleon. 

4107.  This  book  professes  to  be  information  as  to  books  and  manuscripts 
contained  in  the  libraries  in  Germany  ?-—' Yes. 

0.33.  z z 4 4108.  Several 
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H.J.Oamier,  Esq.  4108.  Several  of  those  libraries,  about  two-thirds  of  them,  no  longer  exist 

places  under  which  they  are  mentioned  ? — So  it  is,  and  it  is  even  doubtful  f 1 

13  May  1836.  the  books  are  still  existing.  1 a“ 


4109.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley .]  Did  they  exist  at  the  time  this  book 
ten  ? — No. 


was  writ- 


4110.  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  suppose  that  the  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  ' 
formation  has  been  collected  from  books  of  travels,  and  not  from  reference  to 
original  authors  ? — The  author  states  himself  how  he  has  made  up  the  book  16 

4111.  How  does  he  state  it? — It  is  expressly  slated  in  the  Appendix,  that  tl 
author  had  a very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject  when  he  sat  down  to  wo  if 
and  that  at  that  time  he  took  a few  catalogues  and  made  extracts  out  of  the  ’ 
which  he  wrote  upon  slips  of  paper ; that  the  correspondents  he  had  in  otlT’ 
countries  {vide  Supplement  to  Appendix  (A),  page  97),  likewise  wrote  their  exiracf 
upon  slips  of  paper.  It  is  further  said  that  one  and  the  same  misfortune  happened 
to  the  author,  and  to  one  of  his  principal  correspondents,  namely,  that  all  those 
slips  of  paper  got  into  confusion,  and  that  in  this  confusion  they  were  sent  to  the 
printing-office  and  printed.  What  must  be  the  necessary  consequence  of  such 
way  of  proceeding  ? That  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  books  which  are  placed  under 
such  and  such  a library  really  belong  to  it.  No  reliance  whatever  can  be  placed 
upon  a book  made  up  in  such  a way.  If  we  ask  further,  upon  what  plan  the 
author  could  have  selected  the  questions  and  books  for  his  catalogue  of  historical 
sources,  we  may  refer  to  page  3,  where  the  author  says,  “ The  learned  reader  will 
probably  discover  that  some  of  the  writers  mentioned  in  this  Appendix  are  not  the 
same  as  occur  under  similar  names  in  the  compilations  of  Pits,  Bale,  and  Tanner 
and  that  works  are  herein  occasionally  attributed  to  authors  to  whom  they  do  not 
belong  there  we  have,  by  the  confession  of  the  author  himself,  works  attributed 
to  authors  who  are  not  their  authors.  The  passage  quoted  proceeds  thus : “ But 
it  will,  I trust,  be  found  that  most  inaccuracies  of  this  kind  have  their  sources  in 
the  catalogues.”  If  he  knew  that  his  sources  were  bad,  why  did  he  have  them? 
He  would  certainly  have  done  much  better  to  have  travelled  and  examined  the 
libraries  by  his  own  eyes ; indeed  he  has  done  so,  but  unfortunately,  p.  191,  he  says 
himself,  “ no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  any  such  note  made  by  me  ten  years 
ago.”  Certainly  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  a man  who  speaks  with  less  pretension 
of  his  own  merits. 


4112.  Then  it  would  appear  from  the  extracts  you  have  read,  that  no  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  upon  the  work  ? — Will  you  allow  me  to  answer  the  question  by  re-stating 
the  passage  which  I have  read  from  page  3,  and  not  yet  finished?  “ But  it  will, 
I trust,  be  found  that  most  inaccuracies  of  this  kind  have  their  sources  in  the 
catalogues  and  other  publications  cited,  although  some  have,  without  doubt,  been 
occasioned  by  my  slight  acquaintance  with  the  names  of  our  monkish  and  scholastic 
writers,  and  with  the  titles  of  their  works.”  If  the  author  was  to  give  a list  of 
authors  illustrating  the  History  of  England,  I ask,  what  writers  has  he,  from  the 
sixth  to  the  tenth  centuries,  but  monkish  or  scholastic  writers?  and  should  we 
extend  the  period  even  further,  at  all  events,  it  will  be  true  that  one  good  half  of 
the  historical  writers  he  has  to  notice,  are  monkish  historians  and  scholastic  writers. 
The  passage  I have  read  amounts,  therefore,  to  nothing  less  than  an  explicit 
confession  that  the  author  was  unfit  for  the  work  which  he  pretended  to  do ; and 
if  such  is  the  case,  it  is  clear  that  no  reliance  whatever  can  be  placed  in  his  work. 

4113.  You  say  that  two  thirds  of  the  libraries,  are  libraries  of  the  old  monas- 
teries transferred  to  other  towns ; from  the  reading  that  book,  would  the  reader 
derive  information  where  accurately  at  the  present  moment  the  documents  were  to 
be  found? — Not  at  all. 

4114.  Is  there  not  one  case  of  information  given  under  the  head  of  Straswitz, 
and  at  the  same  time,  information  from  one  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  correspondents,  that 
there  is  no  such  place  existing  in  the  world  ? — Yes,  and  this  will  prove  that  the 
author  has  never  read  the  work  after  it  had  been  printed,  or  that  he  did  not  know 
German  enough  to  understand  what  his  correspondents  wrote  to  him.  The  passage 
in  question  stands  page  206,  and  runs  thus  : “ Straswitz  Moravia.”  The  first  notice 
under  this  head  is  taken  from  Michaud’s  “ Histoire  des  Croisades,”  stating  that  a 
certain  manuscript  was  at  the  present  moment  in  the  library  of  the  convent 
“des  Chanoines  rdguliers  de  l’ordre  des  Premontres  it  Strahou  ou  Straswitz,  en 
Moravie.  ’ It  was  this  passage  which  engaged  the  author  to  head  his  notices  by  the 
name  of  Straswitz.  But  immediately  beneath  we  have  a passage  in  German, 
where  it  is  not  only  said,  that  no  such  town  as  Straswitz  existed,  but  also,  that  the 

manuscript 
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• , nueation  was  (riven  to  the  Monastery  of  Strahof  in  Prague  : and  if  H.  J.  Gar.icr,  Esq- 

manuscript  m Appendix,  we  find  there  indeed  a monastery  — 

ho”  ontaining  a fbrary.  The"  notice,  however,  is  again  written  in  u May  1836. 
toman  and  not  every  body  can  be  supposed  to  know  German. 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

. YOU  are  a Sub-commissioner  of  the  Record  Board?  I am.  Sir  F.  Palgrave. 

4 And  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Chapter-house?— I am  keeper  of  the 

u,™  ds  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer  deposited  in  the  Chapter-house. 

* _ ts  the  Chapter-house  merely  a collection  of  these  records  r The 

nriDter-house  is  merely  the  locality.  The  office  of  keeper  is  held  under  the  Lord 
Sorer  of  England,  represented  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  As 
SXnty  I am  keeper  of  the  records  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  England  as  well 
f the  Exchequer.  Some  time  ago,  I was  applied  to  by  Mr.  Cooper  for  a copy 
rfmv  appointment,  which  I believe  has  been  given  in  evidence,  and  you  will  find 
from  that  document,  that  the  records  of  which  I am  Keeper,  are  the  records  of  the 

^'/ln^Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  In  other  words,  you  are  keeper  of  records,  which 
have  nothing;  to  do  with  the  Chapter  of  Westminster,  except  that  they  are  locally 
situated  in  a" place  which  was  once  the  Chapter-house  ?— As  I have  stated,  I hold 
office  under  the  Treasury,  and  I can  carry  up  the  history  of  my  office  higher  than 
anv  other,  even  to  the  time  of  King  Canute.  The  king  deposited  his  jewels  his 
rnonev  and  his  records,  in  various  strong  repositaries,  of  which  them  were  tour. 

One  of  them  is  the  Old  Treasury,  a vaulted  apartment  in  the  cloisters  of  the  Abbey 
and  it  will  not  be  quite  unimportant  for  the  purposes  of  this  Committee  to  be  told 
that  in  that  apartment  the  great  body  of  the  records  were  deposited  m the  time  ot 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  perhaps  later,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  dampness  ot 
the  room  many  of  the  records  which  possibly  they  may  hereafter  have  to  inspect 
sustained  great  injury.  There  was  besides  that,  another  treasury  in  the  lower, 
and  a fourth  treasury  in  some  other  place  I cannot  ascertain. 

4110  The  Riaht  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.']  You  have  mentioned  but  three; 
the  vaulted  chamber  in  the  Cloisters  was  the  first?— Yes;  the  treasury  in  the 
Tower  was  the  second.  Then  there  were  two  other  treasuries  in  the  old  Palace  ot 
Westminster,  of  which  I cannot  give  the  localities ; and  at  different  periods  the 
records  have  accumulated  in  the  Chapter-house,  but  my  office  has  no  connexion 
with  the  Chapter-house  as  such.  , . 

4120.  At  what  time  were  they  received  at  the  Chapter-house  t Ihey  appear 
to  have  been  removed  there  about  the  time  of  Henry  the  8th.  In  Agardes 
time  he  was  appointed  keeper ; in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  a part  were  placed 

th<4i  2 1 . Chairman. ] How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  Record  Com- 
mission?— In  answering  all  questions  respecting  past  transactions,  1 must  answer, 
subject  to  correction  as  to  dates  and  figures.  I was  not  very  careful,  perhaps,  in 
preserving  copies  of  the  different  reports  I made  to  the  old  commission;  and 
when  Mr.  Cooper  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  new  commission,  he  informed 
. me  that  Mr.  Caley’s  papers  were  in  great  confusion,  and  that  he  was  at  a loss  for 
information.  On  that  occasion  I gave  over  to  him  bodily  all  the  documents  which 
I possessed,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  private  letters,  and  some  stray  copies 
of  reports.  The  Commissioners,  therefore,  or  their  agents,  must  take  upon  them- 
selves to  inspect  those  documents,  and  correct,  if  necessary,  anything  that  may  be 
erroneous  : the  Committee  will  take  my  evidence  with  that  qualification ; i am 
speaking  entirely  from  memory.  My  connexion  with  the  Record  Commission 
began  in  March  1822,  and  it  arose  ip  the  following  manner:  I had  been 
employed,  or  rather  employed  myself,  a long  time  previously  on  the  Rous  of  1 ar- 
liament,  and  made  myself  pretty  familiar  with  them ; and  I had  talked  on  the 
subject  to  Mr.  John  Allen,  who  is  now  in  the  commission:  he  told  me  he  had 
heard  that  there  was  in  the  Tower  a very  large  mass  of  Parliamentary  petitions, 
which  ought  to  be  published  ; and  we  talked,  as  acquaintances  might  do,  upon  the 
possibility  of  their  publication  ; but  that,  of  course,  was  without  any  view  to  em- 
ployment under  the  Record  Commission : at  that  time  I had  no  connexion  with  it. 

I then  employed  myself  further  in  investigations  on  the  History  of  Parliament,  and 
in  so  doing,  some  time  previous  to  March  1 822,  1 sent  an  article  to  the  Edinburgh 
Review,  upon  the  origin  of  Parliament,'  as  derived  from  the  Court-leet,  which  was 
0.33.  3 a Pnnted 
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Sir  F.  Palgraxe.  printed  in  the  Review.  About  that  time  the  commission  was  renewed,  and  one  of 

the  commissioners  who  was  appointed  was  Sir  James  Mackintosh  ; and  he  at  that 

May  1836.  period  was  the  only  commissioner  with  whom  I had  any  acquaintance.  At  that 
time  I had  not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  nor  am 
I aware  whether  he  was  then  in  the  commission ; and  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  was 
possible  that  the  commission  would  entertain  a scheme  for  publishing  a correct 
and  complete  edition  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  such  an  edition  being  much 
needed.  The  nrinted  edition  of  the  House  of  Lords  is  in  itself  extremely  incom- 
plete; it  is  not  very  correct,  it  is  not  printed  diplomatically,  and  if  you  turn  to  the 
table  of  contents  you  will  find  a statement  which,  as  I recollect,  startled  me  when 
I first  began  to  read  them.  The  table  says,  such  and  such  rolls  are  printed  from 
a copy  purchased  of  Mr.  Tonson,  and  corrected  with  the  originals  in  the  Tower. 
It  appeared  to  me  a very  singular  mode  of  editing  a national  work,  that  instead  of 
proceeding  systematically,  the  editor  caught,  as  it  were,  at  a copy  purchased  of  the 
executors  of  Mr.  Tonson,  and  used  it  as  the  basis  of  the  publication,  without  any 
further  inquiries.  Such  conduct  appeared  to  me  a singular  blot  in  a work  of 
that  importance.  The  next  point  that  pressed  upon  me  was,  the  very  high  price 
which  Prynne’s  Parliamentary  Writs  bore  at  that  time  : they  sold  as  high  as  sixteen 
or  twenty  guineas.  And  when  any  election  question  came  before  the  House 
they  were  compelled  to  resort  to  the  very  expensive  publication  of  Prynne, 
which,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  very  imperfect.  I thought,  therefore,  that  the 
publication  of  Parliamentary  documents  would  answer  a twofold  end,  that  it 
would  give  what  evidence  was  required  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  elec- 
tion cases,  and  I also  believed  that  it  would  afford  similar  evidence  in  peerage 
cases.  I thought,  that  if  one  work  could  be  compiled  that  would  afford  evidence 
in  election  cases,  and  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  would  be  of  great  practical  utility, 
beyond  the  mere  historical  value  of  the  work.  Then  there  were  other  objects 
also,  not  merely  matters  of  curiosity,  which  appeared  to  me  to  give  considerable 
interest  to  such  a wwk.  Every  body  knows  that  one  of  the  great  historical  pro- 
blems in  the  history  of  the  constitution  of  this  country  is,  the  origin  of  the  Houseof 
Commons.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  common  notion  of  the  House  of  Commons 
being  a mere  fiscal  assembly  was  wrong,  and  that  a considerable  portion  of  its 
functions  were  to  be  traced  to  the  conservancy  of  the  peace ; and  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  some  of  the  common  law  courts,  particularly  the  court-leet,  would  throw 
great  light  upon  its  origin.  I had  already  written  on  the  subject,  but  from  imper- 
fect materials.  I had  also  reason  to  suppose  that  another  great  constitutional 
problem,  which  at  that  time  was  of  very  considerable,  practical  importance,  the 
formation  of  corporations,  was  more  nearly  connected  with  the  court-leet  than 
was  supposed.  And  I believed  that  the  theory  of  Brady,  that  the  boroughs  had 
risen  from  the  gradual  emancipation  of  the  villains,  emancipating  themselves  like 
the  serfs  in  France,  was  an  error.  That  point  was  one  of  practical  application,  not 
only  to  corporations,  but  upon  election  questions ; for  many  attempts  were  then 
making  to  throw  open  corporations  upon  the  ground  of  ancient  rights ; and  I 
thought  the  records  relating  to  such  rights  would  give  a practical  value  to  the  work, 
and  therefore  render  it  a saleable  one.  Then  there  was  another  question  of  .great 
importance,  partly  of  practical  utility,  and  partly  of  theoretical  curiosity,  to  which  I 
had  given  great  attention,  and  that  was  the  origin  of  courts  of  equity.  I had 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  common  notion  of  courts  of  equity  having  arisen  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  chancellor  over  matters  of  conscience  was  erroneous,  and  I 
had  conjectured  that  the  constitution  of  the  council  in  Parliament  as  a remedial 
court,  was  the  fountain  of  equitable  jurisdiction.  Now,  all  these  matters  I have 
mentioned,  were  matters  not  merely  of  curiosity,  but  of  practical  importance.  There 
was  another  one,  which  I think  I mentioned  before,  as  to  the  rights  of  peerage,  all 
of  which  would  be  evidenced  by  such  a Parliamentary  collection.  Then,  as  a matter 
of  collateral  information  it  appeared  to  me,  if  we  could  get  a history  of  the  consti- 
tution of  those  minor  states  which  had  formed  themselves  independent  of  the  Par- 
liament of  England,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  states  of  the  Norman  Islands,  thetyne^- 
wold  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  stannary  parliaments,  the  brotherhoods  and  guestlings 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  we  should  do  much  ; that  if  those  were  collected  together, 
we  should  obtain  a much  more  accurate  view  of  the  history  of  the  English  consti- 
tution than  we  could  gain  without  these  sources  of  information.  With  this  view,  1 
drew  up  a summary  of  all  the  documents  which  I thought  ought  to  form  the  basis  0 
a constitutional  collection,  and  I sent  it  in  to  Mr.  Caley,  with  whom  I had  some 
little  acquaintance,  in  order  that  he  might  lay  it  before  the  board.  I sent  a copy 
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Mackintosh,  in  the  expectation  that  he  would  bring The  question  Si 

to  Sir  . . j r recoHect  right,  I sent  a copy  to  The  Speaker,  with  — - 

before  fhad  then  no  ’personal  acquaintance.  A board  was  held  as  usual  on  the  13  M«J  1836. 

W AnfVarth  according  to  the  then  constitution  of  the  board.  I understood  that 
e^Tnmes  Mackintosh,  contrary  to  my  expectahon,  did  not  bring  my  proposal 
The  board  but  as  they  . were  about  to  break  up,  Mr.  Bathurst  a gentleman 
h whom  I never  had  any  acquaintance,  brought  the  subject  before  the  board 
d recommended  it  to  their  consideration ; this  was  the  origin  of  my  work.  I 
eh!  received  an  official  letter  from  the  secretary,  desiring  me  to  furnish  further 
then  recerv  accordingly,  a month  afterwards  I came  before  the  board,  and 

"freed  » prosecute  the  plan,  bat  at  the  same  time  they  would  not  fix  upon 
thTremuneration,  The  Speaker  stating,  that  they  would  better  be  able  to  judge 
-of  it  when  1 had  proceeded  further  in  my  work.  That  was  the  origin  of  my.  con- 

DeT1‘T2"ltIn  consequence  of  this,  what  connexion  did  you  form  with  the  board  r— 

The  connexion  I formed  was  the  being  appointed  a sub-commissioner,  as  I under- 

gtnod  • I never  saw  the  minutes.  . , . . - .. 

8“  7 ’ When  ’—In  April  1 822 ; I was  then  appointed  a sub-commissioner  for  the 
Joose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  work  which  I had  detailed  m my  scheme  or  plan. 
p a 1 24.  What  stipulation  was  made  in  regard,  to  your  salary  S— None. 

412s.  How  were  you  to  be  paid?— No  stipulation  was  made.  ' 

1 i Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  What  followed  then  ?-I  then  went  to  work  at  the 
Tower  collecting  materials  for  a new  edition  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament. 

T 4127.  Chairman.-]  How  long  did  that  employment  last  ?-That  employment 
listed  under  various  changes  to  the  present  time,  but  it  has  altered  its  features  most 

” 4128 'Vhat  stipulation  was  made  ? — There  was  no  stipulation  made  as  to  the 
salary  till  about  June  1823  ; I then  presented  a report  to  the  board,  stating  what 
I had  done,  and  left  it  to  the  board  to  fix  the  salary  ; the  board  fixed  the  salary  at 
,00 1.  a year.  I am  not  aware  that  I made  any  demand  myself,  but  that  salary 
was  fixed  by  the  board,  and  I was  also  told  verbally  I should  be  allowed  the  usual 

What  was  this  salary  fixed  for;  for  the  work  in  preparation,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Writs  ?— No,  not  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  because  that  specific  work  did 
not  exist  at  that  time;  but  for  the  general  Parliamentary  collections  according  to 
the  plan  that  had  been  delivered  in  to  the  commission. 

41 30.  For  what  portion  of  that  work,  collecting  the  materials  ?— For  the  forma, 

tion  of  the  work— there  was  no  peculiar  detail  given.  . 

4131.  I thought  when  you  edited  the  works  you  were  to  have  the  editorial  tees  . 
t — Yes,  when  it  came  to  the  press. 

41 32.  I want  to  know  the  work  you  were  to  do  under  this  agreement;  you  we  e 
to  prepare  this  work  of  which  you  had  given  a plan ; while  so  engaged  you  were  to 
he  paid  500  l.  a year,  and  when  the  work  was  m snch  progress  that  you  could  edit 
any  thing,  you  were  to  have  the  editorial  fees  ? — It  was  then  agreed  I should  have 
the  usual  editorial  fees,  and  the  usual  remunerations.  What  those  were  I was  not 
informed.  When  the  accounts  were  made  up  the  following  year,  Mr.  Daley 

informed  me  that  the  editors  were  allowed  a remuneration  for  transcription,  that 

they  were  allowed  at  the  rate  of  so  much  a folio ; that  was  the  first  editorial  fee  of 
which  I had  knowledge ; we  then  continued  collecting.  The  Parliamentary  Wi  its 
was  only  one  branch  of  the  work.  . 

4133.  Am  I to  understand  you  that  the  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  work 
and  the  pay  kept  on  changing  until  the  appointment  of  the  new  commission . 

They  did  so  far  keep  on  changing,  that  from  the  year  1825,  when  we  began 
printing,  it  did  change  ; it  changed  very  materially -after  we  went  to  press. 

4134.  At  the  time  of  the  new  commission  coming  into  existence,  did  you  make 
- a fresh  agreement  with  the  commissioners,  or  did  you  continue  upon  your  tormei 

agreement '—There  I must  again  trouble  you  with  details,  and  those  details 
are  so  entirely  necessary,  I must  trespass  upon  your  patience.  When  the  new 
commission  was  appointed,  no  alteration  at  first  was  made  111  my  mode  of  remuner- 
ation, but  after  it  had  existed  for  some  time  I was  informed  that  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  thought  that  my  charges  were  too  liigb,  and  mat  we 
only  fair  standard  of  remuneration  was  literary  labour.  These  members  thought 
that  the  remuneration  I received  was  much  too  large;  what These  rates,  were  wi 
appear  by  the  Returns  before  the  House ; and  these  members  contended  : 

0.33.  3 k 2 the 
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Sir  F.  Pa/f’mve.  the  only  fair  standard  was  literary  labour.  Two  members  of  the  commiss' 

acting,  by  the  request  of  the  Board,  as  a kind  of  deputation,  expressed  a wish?’ 

'3  -May  1836.  have  a conference  with  me.  I met  them  at  the  chambers  of  one  of  those  trie  ** 
bers ; we  had  a very  long  and  amicable  discussion  upon  the  subject,  and  then  ' 
was  further  stated  by  the  member  who  took  the  lead  that  the  only  rate  of  reinu'1 
iteration  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  an  editor  of  records  was  the  usual  remunerati 
for  literary  labour,  and  that  mine  was  too  high.  I stated  that  I conceived  that 
my  remuneration  was  not  to  be  measured  by  literary  labour,  but  by  professional 
labour;  that  to  edit  records  of  this  description  required  a considerable  degree 
of  legaEknowledge,  and  a kind  of  knowledge  that  could  not  be  acquired  without 
a considerable  expenditure  of  money  and  time,  and  previous  study  connected  with 
a liberal  profession,  and  that  the  only  standard  for  a person  occupied  as  I was 
as  a professional  man,  was  to  be  fixed  by  taking  into  consideration  what  he  miolit 
fairly  be  supposed  to  attain  to,  if  he  had  given  his  attention  to  more  practical  parts 
of  the  profession  of  the  law. 

41 35.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  being  at  that  time  a barrister  at  law  ? Yes 

I insisted  on  my  situation  as  a barrister  at  law.  We  had  a good  deal  of  amicable 
discussion;  however,  nothing  was  settled.  I do  not  know  what  took  place  within 
the  walls  of  the  commission,  but  the  result  was  the  appointment  of  a further 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and 
as  to  the  remuneration.  I prepared  a very  full  statement  for  that  committee  of 
the  materials  and  nature  of  the  work,  and  gave  them  such  information  as  they 
required  with  respect  to  remuneration,  and  the  result  as  to  the  continuance  of 
the  work  was  this  report,  which  1 should  wish  to  give  in  as  evidence.  This  report, 
has  never  been  printed  entire.  The  sub-cdmmittee  reported  as  to  the  continuance 
of  the  work,  and  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  charges  upon  such  rate  as  they  were 
then  existing.  This  was  in  the  year  1831.  I tender  the  report  itself,  and  request 
the  Committee  to  receive  it  as  evidence. 

( The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.) 

This  report  recommends  the  continuance  of  the  work,  and  another  report  recom- 
mends the  same  scale  of  remuneration;  and  upon  these  reports  in  all  my  subse- 
quent transactions  with  the  commissioners,  I took,  as  it  were,  my  stand.  After 
the  report  was  made  several  of  the  commissioners  and  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
mission stated  to  me,  that  notwithstanding  the  report  of  the  sub-committee,  they 
thought  the  remuneration  still  was  too  high,  and  wished  me  to  consider  whether 
1 would  not  accept  of  a lower  rate.  One  of  the  commissioners  mentioned  800/. 
a year,  and  another  commissioner  named  1,000/.;  I stated  that  I should  decline 
offering  any  abatements  ; that  it  had  been  represented  that  my  charges  were  too 
large,  that  1 myself  would  never  admit  that  they  were  so,  or  offer  any  reduction, 
but  that  if  the  commissioners  at  their  own  discretion  imposed  terms  upon  me, 

I should  feel  myself  under  duress  ; I do  not  use  the  term  offensively,  but  as  ex- 
pressing my  situation  with  respect  to  the  board,  and  I would  consider  whether  I 
would  accept  them  or  not,  but  I would  not  offer  any  reduction.  There  the  matter 
rested,  though  a great  deal  of  discussion  verbally  and  in  writing  still  continued 
between  them  and  me  with  the  members  of  the  commission  and  the  secretary. 
Matters  stood  so  till  April  1832,  when  a statement  relating  to  me  was  circulated 
amongst  the  members  of  the  commission.  It  bore  the  names  of  two  members, 
who  recommended  that  it  should  be  printed,  and  at  their  recommendation  the  state- 
ment was  printed,  and  sent  by  the  secretary  to  the  different  members  of  the  com- 
mission ; that  statement  contained  in  it  a great  number  of  strictures  and  censures 
upon  me ; among  others,  that  of  having  departed  from  the  primitive  plan  of  my 
scheme  by  having  inserted  military  writs  and  many  other  documents  which  the 
objectors  also  thought  irrelevant  ; commenting  upon  the  different  charges,  and  also 
stating,  that  with  sufficient  means  of  access,  1 had  neglected  to  use  due  diligence 
in  collecting  materials,  and  had  introduced  conjectural  emendations  in  documents  of 
a particular  class.  Upon  that  a great  deal  of  discussion  took  place,  and  it  ended 
in  a general  reference  of  the  whole  matter  to  the  committee,  who  ultimately  made 
a report  which  led  to  the  arrangement  upon  which  I now  stand.  That  com- 
mittee consisted  of  the  following  members:  The  then  Speaker  (Sir  Charles 
Manners  Sutton),  Mr.  Justice  (now  Baron)  Parke,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  the 
Right  lion.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn,  John  Allen,  Esq.,  and  H.  Bellenden  Ker,  Esq. 
It  is  right  with  regard  to  Mr.  Ker  to  mention,  he  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  whom 
I first  met,  and  who  wished  to  reduce  my  emoluments  to  800/.  a year ; he  had  been 
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. „ , discussion  from-  the  beginning,  and  was  well  competent  to  judge  of  its  different  *,  F. 

fl'i  as.  the  committee  then  made  this  Report.  13  May  1836. 

"e  8 ’ ( The  Witness  delivered  in  the  following  paper.) 

The  Committee  of  the  Record  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  order  of  the  Board,  dated 
fte30thof  Janejast;  ^ expediency  of  conti„uing  the  publication  of  the  Parliamentary 
and  if  so  whether  any  alteration  should  be  made  m the  pun- 
’ To  inquire  into  the  execution  of  the  volumes  already  published  by  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
' d y™d  to  consider  whether  it  is  advisable  that  he  should  continue  to  be  editor? 

^Sv  To  recommend  a rate  of  remuneration  whieh  the  editor  should  m future  receive  ; 

3aiy,  TO  recomn  and  ^ d the  following  Report : 

Have  examined the  ;t  ;s  cjient  to  cont?nue  the  publication  of  the  Parlia- 

T56  "write  as  hitherto  published,  wittf  the  exception  of  the  Digest,  which  the  committee 
be  prepared  for  publication,  but  not  printed.  The  committee  however,  beg  to 
flank  should 7, fid  the  expediency  of  applying  to  Parliament  annually  for  a separate 
recommend  to  the  oo  ^ expense  of  this  work;  and  in  the  event  of  such  provision  not 
,0te  JirtvParliament,  thePcommittee  recommend  that  the  whole  question  should  be 
e wnsdered  by  the  board,  as  to  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  woi  either  in  part  or 

* Tto  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  Sir  F.  Palgrave  should  be  continued  as  editor,  recom- 
meldingtKt the  transcripts  should  be  literal,  and  any  conjectural  emendations  thought 

^mSeSmmend,  that  the  remuneration  to  the  editor  should  be  fixed  by 
1 oiinimpcp  rather  than  upon  the  system  hitherto  pursued. 

Sil,nie  committee  suggest  the  expediency  of  authorizing  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  while  employed 
■ cJpeSe  materials  for  this  work,  to  make  a calendar  or  lists  of  such  records  as  may 
. mfdefhte  observation,  and  that  such  assistance  should  be  provided  as  may  be  neces- 
assist  him  in  effecling  this  object;  and  that,  to  ensure  the  steady  and  nnrem.tted 
7c  L of  Sir  F Palgrave  .to  his  laboure  in  the  event  of  the  work  being  continued,  a com- 
attention  . 0:nted  to  superintend  his  progress,  and  advise  him  in  case  of 

StedtiLTSdSat  to  thPis  committee  he  make  a report  on  the  1st  June,  the  1st  November 
and  the  1st  February,  in  every  year,  stating, 

iqt  The  number  of  sheets  printed  under  his  inspection.  , ...  , , - , , 

Sdl’y,  The  quantity  of  transcripts,  and  other  matter  connected  with  his  work,  which  he 
b^dly^The  flme^he^lias5  employed^  searching  for  materials,  whether  in  the  offices  of 

K 4°thly°r  Thatthese  reports,  with  the  addition  of  what  Sir  F.  Palgrave  has  done  since  The 
1st  of  Febmary  preceding,  be  submitted  to  the  general  board  at  their  annual  meeting,  to 
he  held  on  the  Irturday  before  Good  Friday,  and  that  directions  be  then  given  to  Sir  F. 

Palgrave  fertile  ensuing  year.  CMamersSuttm.  John  Allen. 

j purke.  /f.  Bellenden  Ker. 

J.  B.  Bosanquet. 

N B -l  have  taken  the  liberty  of  adding  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  by  me  to  The 
Speaker  on  he  subject  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  as  explanatory  of  my  opinion  in  detail; 
ivEut  such  addition,  I should  scarcely  have  felt  justified  in  signing  the  above  Report.^ 

Lincoln’s  Inn,  December  22,  1832. 

1 concur  in  this  Report,  except  in  the  recommendation  for  suspending  the  printing  of  the 
Digest,  which  I think  should  be  continued  to  the  accession  of  Henry  g.,  d not  to  thecon- 
elusion  of  the  work,  a century  later.  J 

An  order  was  subsequently  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  I find,  from 
the  correspondence,  it  was  made  the  9th  March  >833.  I mention  this,  because 
the  copy  does  not  contain  the  date.  The:  board  came  to  this  resolution  : That  the 
sum  of  1,000?.  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  be  tendered  to  Sir  Fiancis  Palgiave, 
for  his  services  to  the  board,  under  the  orders  already  passed  for  bis  employment, 
and  under  any  other  orders  to  be  issued  through  the  secretary  to  him  ; such  salary 
not  to  be  considered  .to  preclude  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  from  any  avocation  or 
employment  not  inconsistent  with  his  duties  under  the  board  : Sir  Francis  to  make 
reports  of  his  progress  to  a committee  of  inspection  three  times  a year.  And  this 
is  the  order. 

•»  [The  Witness  delivered  in  the  following  document :] 

Resolved  (reference  being  had  to  some  recent  orders  of  the  boaidi.That 
Palgrave  be  appointed  sub-commissioner  for  the  formation  and  publication  o j 

the  miscellaneous  unsorted  and  uncalendared  records  at  the  Tower.  Tie  orm 
to  be  fixed  at  the  next  board.  The  passage  in  the  Report  of  the  committee  on  the  i ailia- 
mentary  Writs,  recommending  that  the  remuneration  to  Sir  Francis  1 algrave  y 
salary  or  allowance,  rather  than  upon  the  system  hitherto  pursued,  having  een  j^gojye(j 
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Resolved,  after  deliberation,  That  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be  adont  A 
salary  or  allowance  to  be  in  respect  of  general  employment  under  the  recent  ord  ^ ’ SUc*‘ 
board  : That  the  sum  of  1,000 1.  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  be  tendered  to  S'^p^ 
Palgrave  for  his  services  to  the  board,  under  the  orders  already  passed  for  his  em  1 - anc's 
and  under  any  other  orders  to  be  issued  through  the  secretary  to  him ; such  salarv  °^ment> 
considered  to  preclude  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  from  any  avocation  or  employment  1 T* 10  ^ 
sistentwith  his  duties  under  the  board.  Sir  Francis  to  make  reports  of  his  nm  ™ lncon“ 
committee  of  inspection  three  times  in  the  year.  1 =*  ess  to  a 

C.  p f 

Which  is  accepted  in  these  terms : ’ '00Per- 

[ The  Witness  read  and  delivered  in  the  following  paper : 

Sir>  Duke-street,  Westminster,  20  March 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  (passed  ti 
9th  instant),  that  the  sum  of  1,000/.,  payable  quarterly,  should  be  tendered  to  m f°nt  l6 
services  to  the  board,  under  the  orders  already  passed  for  my  employment,  and  und  °F  ^ 
other  orders  to  be  issued  through  the  secretary  to  me;  such  salary  not  to  be  consid ^ 
preclude  me  from  any  avocation  or  employment  not  inconsistent  with  my  duties  und 
board;  and  I hereby  signify  my  acceptance  of  the  same.  The  said  salary  to  commeucef 
the  25th  instant,  as  noticed  in  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant.  10ni 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

To  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Your  obedient  and  humble  servant 

Secretary  Record  Commission.  Francis  Palgrave. 

4136.  What  is  the  stipulation  to  which  you  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  ?— That  it  was  not  to  preclude  my  following  any  other  avocation  not 
inconsistent  with  my  engagement  with  the  board. 

4137-  Under  that  agreement  how  long  did  you  continue  in  the  service  of  the 
board? — Up  to  the  present  time. 

4138.  I thought  a different  arrangement  was  made  when  you  were  appointed 
to  the  Chapter-house  ? — When  I was  appointed  to  the  Chapter-house  Earl  Grev 
sent  for  me,  and  stated  that  having  been  recommended  to  him,  he  would  appoint 
me  to  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer,  upon 
the  condition  that  the  salary  and  fees,  whatever  they  might  amount  to,  should  so 
in  reduction  of  the  allowance  received  from  the  Record  Commission,  so  that  my 
profits  to  arise  from  the  records  should  not  exceed  1,000/.  per  annum.  In  pur-: 
suance  of  that  arrangement  I have  ever  since  carried  the  money  received  from  the 
Chapter-house,  the  salary  and  the  fees,  to  the  credit  of  the  Record  Commission 
debiting  them  with  the  balance. 

4139*.  Under  that  agreement,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  work  you  have  been 
performing  for  the  Record  Commission  ? — It  is  twofold,  if  I may  so  express  my- 
self. The  keepership  of  the  Records  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer  was 
heretofore  considered  an  entire  sinecure  ;•  none  of  the  gentlemen  ever  attended, 
and  in  fact  none  of  them  ever  could  attend,  for  there  was  no  room  for  their 
accommodation.  The  room  which  I now  sit  in  was  only  gained  by  turning  out 
the  clerks  and  putting  them  all  in  one  room,  and  I considered  that  the  rendering 
the  keepership  an  efficient  office  was,,  to  a certain  degree,  a portion  of  the  work 
under  the  board. 

4140.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  so  understood  your  appointment,  as  to  sup- 
pose that  the  salary,  as  keeper  of  the  Chapter-house,  was  given  to  you  for  doing 
nothing,  as  your  predecessors  had  done,  and  if  you  did  something  you  were  to 
have  additional  pay  from  the  Record  Commission  ? — I do  not  know  what  under- 
standing was  contemplated  by  Lord  Grey  beyond  what  I have  told  you;  he  im- 
posed upon  me  only  the  duty  of  carrying  the  salary  and  fees  to  the  account  of  the 
Record  Commission  in  diminution  of  my  allowance  from  them. 

4141.  Did  Lord  Grey  tell  you  the  appointment  was  a sinecure? — He  did  not 
tell  me  so  ; he  told  me  I should  hold  it  as  my  predecessors  had  done. 

4142-  They  had  made  it  a sinecure? — Yes. 

4143-  Did  you  consider,  as  you  had  a salary  for  the  office,  it  was  your  right  to 

make  it  a sinecure  as  your  predecessors  had  made  it,  and  if  you  worked  at  all  you 
were  to  receive  additional  pay  ? — I now  make  the  office  an  efficient  office,  giving 
regular  attendance.  If  the  Record  Commission  were  to  drop,  I should,  as  a matter 
of  honour  and  propriety,  continue  to  make  the  office  an  efficient  office  in  propor- 
tion to  the  salary,  that  is  to  say,  I should  look  after  it  in  proportion  to  the  salary ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I conceive  that,  legally  and  officially  speaking,  the  tenure  of 
the  office  is  not  changed  ; and  if.  I were  to  die  it  would  be  quite  in  the  power  of  the 
1 reasury  to  confer  it  upon  any  gentleman  they  chose,  not  making  it  an  efficient 
office,  * 0 

4144.  Do 
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,h„t  the  Government  of  the  country  has  not  a right  Si.  P.  Palgr™. 
.144.  Do  y°“  m““  f thg  records  to  make  it  an  efficient  office  ?— I cannot  say  — - — 

, call  upon  the  >teeP“  of  J«OT  oyer  a ticular  office  ; but  the  Government  > 3 May  1836. 


overa  particular  office  ; but  the  Government 
what  right  the  Gov  a particular  individual,  he  comes  in  upon  the 

" 0 new  arrangement  fwith  a p^Bcu  ^ office  of  the  keeper 


.0  call 

footing  Of  his  PredeChe  construetion  which  it  has  received  from  previously  continued 
ofthese  records,  by  mak;n„  quarterly  reports  to  the  Treasury  ot  what  is  done 

usage  and  prartM,  f the  ®ec0rds  safely ; and  in  practice,  no  keeper  of  these 
by  tbe  a"dit  is  possible  to  trace  the  fact,  was  ever  considered  by  the  Treasury 

otherwise  ffian^s  |ioldmga^sine^cure^^^  ^ y0M  appoi„tment,  that  Government 

4145-  ^0U  c v_-.t  :►  -hnuld  be  anything;  but  a sinecure  in  your  hands,  unless 
hadnn0  ^ c3S in  a^ditiln  P-As  a matter  of  dry  official  right, 
the  R0e“;d„CotTo  expect  ffiat  I shall  do  more  than  my  predecessor  has  done,  what- 

H voiir  notion  of  the  tenure  of  offices,  that  the  Government  have  no 
4146,  Is  it  yo  individual  to  do  more  than  his  predecessor  has  doner— As  such 
sight  to  expect  an  md  v du  tice  of  office,  not  without  increasing  h,s 

right  collec  cd  f.  on.  the  us  g V ^ ^ ^ of  hfa  appointment.  It  is, 

salary  or  making  a specific  c , superiors  may  think  they  have 

of  course,  ;“-‘e  ,mPI°sca^m  peak  “5  my  geneVal  vPiews  of  practice,  which  all 
the  power  to  do.  1 can  o y p j & according  to  the  usual  mode 

a ceriaia  ry  and  a rt 

°f,C“  o when  a person  is  appointed  to  such  an  office,  he  takes  it  according  to 
i|U  understanding  that  he  vTe  certain 

4H7-  J°dSbX^Stfl=SrS'l^  been  neglected  by  your 
duties  to  be  done  by  the  ke  p ^ that  since  oul.  appointment  you  had 

predecessors,  who  bad  made  k ’ of  records  ought  to  have  discharged  ; 

discharged. the  duties  that  an  efficient t a “ffiecurf,  you  ought  to  receive 
tat  you  think,  as  your  predecessors  neglected  their  duties,  but 

an  additional  remuneration  f-I  said,  not  tnat  t ey  j wish  ,0  state 

Sra?rtPtackeasit  .‘possible  to  trace  the  office,  the  keeper,  since 

decessor  was  Mr.  Caley.  . ;s  an  0di0uS  term ; he 

,n  Chairman.  1 He  made  it  a sinecure r— A sinecure  is  an 

W the  office  ip  the : same ? mamier  that  his  occasionally, 

4150.  What  did  he  do ’-What  ™ “ ive  any  personal  attend- 

SrVwX^^sSlnr^ ; it  was  not  conldered  an  ohiigation  upon 
the  keeper  of  this  office  to  give  •“?  ^ the  Right  Hon.  George 

Rolefdur^g^he  long^erii^h^heM  the  office^ever^atffim^ed  axcep^JJnce^a  .yea^ 

the  historian  was  also  a competitor  foi  it,  and  tnat  tmou0i 

Marchmont,  Mr.  Rose  obtained  it.  p nr  •„  ty,e  merit  of 

4152.  Hid  it  been  a sinecure  before  the  time  of Mr. Rose  or*  toe  merit 

turning  this  office  into  a sinecure  to  be  attribu  e 1 . ' th  t‘  l00kin«-  over 
it  beyond  that,  except  in  the  way  I am  going  to  n i«  mn  th a by  ^ln»  °. 
different  books  in  the  office,  I cannot  find  a trace  of  anything  ot  importance  g 
done  in  the  office  by  any  keeper  since  Agarde  s time.  country  now 

4.53.  Might  not  this  view  of  yours  apply  to  many  offices  n the “UD^now 

considered  efficient  offices  ; might  it  not  be  prove!  ia  g performed  by 

think  an  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  Rad  f ‘‘°0'd““  to 

the  persons  in  the  offices  ?-I  know  nothing  of  other  offices  ; have  the  goodness 

confine  my  examination  to  my  own  office.  . . t -pfi  kv  other 

4.54.  Do  you  think  that  the  keeper  of  the  Chapter-house  is  to  be  tried  by 

rules  than  any  other  functionary  r— I can  only  state  the  ta? 

4155.  The  facts  are  these,  that  your  predecessors  have [done  jo  tQ 

considered  you  ought  to  do  no  duty  for  your  salaiy . Th  P ^ t^ac 

the  House  of  Lords  on  the  state  of  the  public  records  in  e y ’ an[j  th 

report  was  made,  the  form  of  the  appointment  to  my  office  i ’ tjien 
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Sir  F.  Ptdgravt. 
1'3  May  1856. 


then  settled  the  form  of  the  warrant,  and  that  warrant  has  been  repeated  from  t' 
to  time,  down  to  the  present  appointment.  Whatever  the  Treasury,  my  super-1”16 
require  me  to  do,  I am  ready  to  do,  under  a fair  construction.  ^ l0rs> 

4156.  You  say  if  the  Treasury  were  dissatisfied  with  the  mode  in  which 
predecessors  had  executed  the  office,  and  they  were  to  require  you  to  d ischareZ 
duties  in  the  most  efficient  way,  you  think  you  should  be  bound  to  do  it  with  ^ 
an  increased  salary? — No,  I did  not  say  that.  If  the  Treasury  were  to  sav  ^ 
do  not  like  this  mode  of  doing  the  duties  of  the  office,  you  must  give  an  increa'^ 
attendance,  they  alter  the  terms ; but  holding  the  office  upon  the  footing  of  ^ 
predecessors,  I claim  according  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  official  busing 


my 


to  stand  upon  the  footing  of  my  predecessors,  no  alteration  being  made  in 
appointment. 

41,57.  You  claim  to  stand  upon  the  footing  of  Mr.  Rose? — I do. 

4 1 58.  You  claim  to  receive  400  /.  a year  for  one  day’s  attendance  ?• — As  a leo  1 
right,  I conceive  I might  do  so ; I wish  to  have  it  upon  the  minutes  distinct! 
that  if  I chose  to  do  so,  I claim  the  right.  Whether  I should  exercise  the  right  . 
no,  that  is  quite  another  thing. 

4159.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Is  it  an  office  for  life? Yes  it 

is.  Of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  such  an  appointment  I do  not  wish  \o 
speak ; but  if  I was  to  stand  upon  the  strict,  dry,  official  right,  I should  claim  to 
hold  this  office  precisely  upon  the  same  terms  that  Mr.  Rose  did. 

41G0.  Chairman.]  You  claim  to  recognize  such  a construction  of  the  tenure  of 
office,  and  you  have  been  receiving  additional  pay  for  what  you  conceive  to  be  the 
duties  of  the  keeper  of  that  office? — It  is  unnecessary  to  say  further  what  the  con- 
struction is.  I claim  this,  the  right  of  holding  that  office  upon  the  same  tenure  that 
the  Right  Honourable  George  Rose  did,  if  I were  to  choose  to  do  so;  and  if  I were 
to  die,  I claim  for  the  Treasury,  my  masters,  the  power  of  putting  another  person 
into  the  office  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  Right  Honourable  George  Rose,  if  they 
chose  to  do  so. 


4161.  Have  I understood  you  rightly  to  state,  that  you  receive  part  of  the 
additional  600/.  a year  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  keeper  of  these 
records? — I think  I have  been  precipitate  in  giving  the  answers  which  I have  done- 
for  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  I conceive  that,  as  a servant  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I have  no  right  to  give  any  evidence  that  shall  affect  any  office  under  the 
patronage  of  their  Lordships,  without  definite  instructions  from  them  as  to  sub- 
mitting to  suqh  examination.  I wish  to  state,  that  .without  retracting  anything 
I have  said,  I have  spoken  unguardedly  and  unadvisedly ; because,  as  a servant  of 
the  Treasury,  responsible  only  to  them,  I ought  not  to  speak  without  their  sanc- 
tion. Coming  before  this  Committee  from  a wish  to  afford  information,  but  which, 
I conceive,  as  a servant  of  the  Treasury,  I might  and  perhaps  ought  to  have 
withheld,  I must  claim  that  nothing  I have  said  should  at  all  be  considered  as 
affecting  the  rights  or  the  privileges  of  the  Treasury.  I consider  that  in  my  pre- 
sent situation  I ov/e  a double  duty  to  the  commission ; 1 owe  on  the  one  side  what 
I may  call  the  strict  letter  of  my  contract,  and  on  the  other  hand  I feel  that  strong 
wish  to  promote  their  views,  which  a person  confidentially  employed  by  them, 
and,  having  been  so  long  employed,  ought  to  render. 

4162.  We  wish  to  inquire,  for  what  duties  the  sum  of  600/.  a year  is  paid 
suppose,  with  regard  to  the  600 1.  a year,  you  stood  upon  your  legal  right,  and  did 
not  choose  to  do  more  than  what  you  have  stipulated  to  do,  what  are  the  duties 
you  consider  you  are  bound  to  discharge? — I consider  my  duty  would  be,  under 
the  Record  Commission,  to  prepare  and  edit  such  works  as  they  confided  to  me. 

4163.  Are  you  paid  600?.  a year  for  editing  those  works? — Yes. 

4164.  Do  you  consider,  besides  that  legal  stipulation,  there  is  any  implied 
understanding  as  to  any  duties  you  are  expected  to  perform? — So  much  rested 
upon  verbal  understanding,  that  I can  hardly  give  you  a precise  answer.  It  was 
understood,  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  myself,  that  I should  be  generally  assisting 
the  commission,  if  anything  arose  in  which  I could  be  useful,  and  upon  that  under- 
standing I prepared  those  circular  queries  that  were  transmitted  to  different  parts 
of  the  Continent  and  England  ; and  I conceive,  if  the  commissioners  were  to  want 
record  information  of  any  kind,  I should  be  bound  to  furnish  it  to  them:  but  the 
main,  and  principal  and  substantive  employment  is,  preparing  and  editing  such 
works  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  require  me  to  do ; lam  bound  to  execute 
whatever  works  they  in  their  discretion  choose  to  entrust  to  my  care. 
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Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

L'  The  Chairman."]  I believe  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee  yon  Sir  Harris  Nixk,. 
™ you  could  give  us  some  additional  particulars  with  regard  to  the  costs  - — — 

the  Committee  that 

t ^cdmsel  indie  case  of  the  claims  to  the  Baronies  of  Brave  and  Vaux,  and i that 
Jr  rronsiderablefees  had  been  demanded  for  the  records  produced  on  those 
1 1,  and  I mentioned  some  of  the  charges  in  the  Braye  case  I have  since 

wi  a COPY  of  the  bills  from  the  Rolls  Chapel,  delivered  to  both  the  claimants 
obtained  a copy  pi  claimed  as  co-he  rs  and  were  therefore  equally 

of  the  Barony  of  Vaux.  I he  parties  clannei  a Qne  of  those  facts,  and  on 

interested  in  establishing^ma  ^ ^ patent  of  creation  of  that  Barony. 

U HouseCif  Lords  requbed’the  strictest  possible  evidenceof  the  non-existence  of  the 
S'm  search  was  accordinglymade  at  theRollsCbapel  under  my  directions  for 

Claimant  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lynch,  the  counsel  forthe  otherclaimant, 
one  claimant,  i ana' u searches  referred  to  the  same  point,  oneexamination 

Searfhing  through  the  Alphabetical Iota 
to  the  Patent  Rolls,  through  the  Patent  Rolls  and  Bundles ‘ ^ The 

Privy  Seal  Bundles,  from  22  to  25 . Hen.  8.  4 1 4«-i  “ fe  S “I  “1™ 

attendance  out  of  office  hours,  2 1.  2 making  altogether  ?oi 

bill  delivered  to  the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Hartopp,  the  other  co-heir:  Searching  through 

the  Bundles  of  Privy  Seals  and  signed  Bills  for  Warrant  for  creation,  Bom 

16  Hen.  8.  none  found,  61.  6s.;  Searching  through  the  Bo'>  “ lj. 

' Hen.  8.  the  Close  Rolls  of  Hen.  8.  and  the  Charter  Rolls  of  Hen  8.  2 /.  2, , 

Searching  through  the  several  Close  Rolls  from  1 to  .5  Hen  8.  inch, am  8 . 8 a 
Searching  through  the  Patent  Rolls  from  1 to  28  Hen.  8 both  , ^nclu  ve  instru- 
ment by  instrument,  for  the  creation  of  Baimn  Vaux,  2 . 5 ' ’ , . - ^ 

the  several  Bundles  of  Privy  Seals  and  Signed  Bills,  for  any  warrant  fo,  the  creation 
15115a.;  making  a similar  search  through  the  Charter  Rolls  for  creation  and 
Close  Rolls  for  summons,  nothing  found,  2 /.  2 a.,  forming  m ail,  bll. 

4167.  To  the  other  parties  ?— Yes,  so  that  the  sum  total  tor  a search  to  pi  0. 
the  non-existence  of  a Patent  between  the  1st  and  the  28th  of  Henry  the  Eight.,, 

4168.  The  same  searches  being  in  fact  made  by  both  parties  to  a 0reai  extent 

but  both  being  required  to  make  the  search?— Yes,  and  botl b paying  “ “ 
search  had  not  been  made  for  the  other  party.  I wish  also  to  llllo-  , • 

of  the  Committee  some  very  heavy  charges  for  copying  records,  and  *01  piod  ic 
records.  Mr.  Mostyn  is  charged  for  “ preparing  a petition  to  i - Rolls 

0.33-  3 » 
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Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  Rolls  for  leave  to  carry  out  the  records,  and  paid  order  135.  8 d.  • for  atf 

the  House  of  Lords  with  13  records,  13  guineas ; the  like  with  three  records  I ^ 

16  May  1836.  guineas;  attending  with  13  records,  13  guineas;  preparing  petition  for  leav^ 
carry  out  additional  records  and  paid  order,  135.  8 cl. ; attending  the  House  • ° 
14  records,  14  guineas.”  I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Mostyn’s  solicitor  th  h?1 
has  complained  very  loudly  of  these  charges;  but  what  he  complains  of  m & • 
the  entry  of  the  22nd  of  March  for  attending  with  13  records,  13  guineas  be  ^ ^ 
they  were  brought  down  to  the  House  for  about  ten  minutes  only,  when  the  I ^ 
Committee  adjourned  the  case  to  another  day,  without  calling  for  them.  H • 5 
formed  me  also  that  he  represented  to  Mr.  Leach,  the  keeper  of  the  records  i ^ 'h' 
Rolls  Chapel,  that  this  was  most  unreasonable;  but  he  refused  to  reduce  the  cha 
saying  it  was  the  rule  of  the  office  to  charge  a guinea  for  a document  whenever^ 
was  taken  out  of  it,  though  it  might  be  for  only  a minute.  The  solicitor  1 U 
remarked,  that  he  considered  the  rest  of  the  bill  to  be  equally  extravagant-  but  h° 
could  get  no  reduction  of  any  of  the  items.  0 ’ le 

4169.  Sir  Robert  H.Inglis.]  When  you  say  “ equally  extravagant,”  do  you  wish 

the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  fees,  in  the  instances  quoted,  were  abo  ° 
the  amount  of  fees  demandable,  according  to  the  list  hung  up  in  the  respect^ 
offices  ?--No,  I only  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  other  charges 
were  equally  as  extravagant  as  the  13  guineas.  0 

4170.  But  the  13  guineas  to  which  you  have  directed  our  special  attention,  was 
a fee  legally  demandable  under  the  list  of  fees  suspended  in  the  office  ?— I am  not 
aware  of  any  list  of  fees  suspended  in  the  office;  I do  not  mean  to  say  there  is  not 
such  a list,  but  I am  not  aware  of  it. 

4171.  The  Chairman.']  You  do  not  mean  to  say  it  was  not  a fee  bylaw'  and  cus- 
tom chargeable,  but  to  express  your  opinion  upon  the  unreasonableness  of  the 
amount  ? — -Precisely  so.  I will  now  state  some  of  the  items  in  Mr.  Hartopp’s  bill 
which  will  likewise  show  the  enormous  fees  charged  for  copies  of  records ; “ For  a 
copy  of  an  Inquisition  of  the  37th  of  Elizabeth,  8/.  12 s. ; another  of  the  37th  of 
Elizabeth,  4 1. and  there  are  other  charges  varying  from  3/.  to  5/.  each  for  copies. 
To  take  the  case  of  that  particular  inquisition  of  the  37th  of  Elizabeth,  for  the  copy 
of  which  8/.  12s.  was  charged,  and  supposing  it  was  the  only  record  required,  the 
actual  cost  to  the  party  for  producing  that  single  document  would  be  as  follows: 
8/.  12 6-.  for  the  copy;  one  guinea  for  producing  it  in  the  House  of  Lords;  one 
guinea  for  attending  to  be  sworn;  and  135.  8 d.  for  the  petition  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  for  leave  to  take  it  out,  making  altogether  11  /.  7 s.  8 d. 

4172-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Is  the  fee  for  being  sworn  a fee  also  payable  by 
the  party  requiring  the  production  of  the  document?— Yes. 

4173.  The  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  to  the  Com- 
mittee r I have  some  remarks  to  make  upon  what  I conceive  to  be  improper  regu- 
lations in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  in  the  system  of  keeping  the  records  there.  It  is  the 
regulation  of  the  Rolls  Office  not  to  allow  an  applicant  to  satisfy  himself  by  search- 
ing the  original  rolls  of  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  any  document,  as  the 
officer  insists  upon  making  the  search  himself,  and  charges  a fee  accordingly;  but 
the  mere  arpount  of  the  tee  is  not  the  only  injurious  effect  of  that  rule,  because,  in 
cases  like  those  to  which  I have  lately  had  my  attention  directed,  namel}',  of  claims 
to  Baronies  by  writ,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  before  any  proceedings  are  instituted, 
that  the  claimant  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  non-existence  of  a Patent. 
Claims  of  that  nature  are  seldom  prosecuted  under  an  expense  of  2,000 1. ; and 
as  the  whole  question  would  turn  upon  there  being  or  not  being  a Patent,  the  party 
would  of  course,  wish  the  necessary  search  to  be  made  by  an  individual  in  whose 
abilities  he  had  implicit  confidence,  and  not  by  an  officer  whom  he  may  find  in  the 
office,  and  on  whose  accuracy  he  may  have  no  reliance.  I believe  in  the  Tower 
and  in  most  other  Record  offices,  and  certainly  in  the  case  of  Parish  registers,  parties 
are  permitted  to  search  the  originals  themselves ; and  there  are  many  reasons  which 
render  such  a practice  expedient.  On  the  occasion  to  which  I allude,  so  much 
depended  upon  it,  that  when  the  gentleman,  who  was  employed  by  my  client  to 
make  the  search  in  the  Rolls’  Chapel,  was  refused  access  to  the  original  rolls,  I 
advised  him  to  state  the  circumstance  to  the  then  Master  of  the  Rolls:  he  did 
so,  but  received  no  reply.  Another  objection  to  the/system  in  that  office  is,  that 
no  extracts  are  allowed,  except  in  cases  where  the  entire  copy  would  come  to 
12/. ; but  if  the  copy  of  the  whole  document  would  exceed  12/.,  then  as  an  in- 
dulgence they  will  allow  as  much  as  may  be  required  to  be  copied  (provided  it 
does  not  exceed  a few  pages)  for  12  ; but  such  extract,  even  when  paid  for  at 

that 

\ 
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exorbitant  rate,  would  be  of  no'  use  as  evidence,  because  it  must  be  examined  Sir  Harris  Nmlas. 
tatthe°pevson  who’  produces  i*  "H 
D1  thfi  case  of  an  excerr 


3 it  and  this  would  not  be  permitted  at  the  Rolls 


of  the  Committee 
I entertain  a very 


1 in  the  case  of  an  excerpt. 

rudder  that  it  is  almost  a public  duty  to  call  the  attention 
a fact  which  I have  elsewhere  pointed  out^and  upon  which 


16  May  1836. 


precisely  t 


nninion  • namely,  that  in  all  Record  offices,  whether  the  keepers  are  paid  by 
s.tr0?f.„.L  nr  not.  whenever  the  Crown  requires  the  use  of  any  document,  it  pays 

it  an  abuse, 

• a nwwhlch^'produces  so  much  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Government,  that 
, alvnnred  to  bring  with  me  proofs  of  large  sums  having  been  paid  on  such 
1®  . . bv  the  Crown.  As,  however,  I have  been  disappointed  in  obtaining 

neressarv  evidence  of  the  fact,  I take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  Com- 
•J  » rhat  it  is  very  desirable  they  should  obtain  this  information,  by  requiring 
T the  solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  and  the- solicitors  to  His  Majesty  in  respect  of 
’ rwhies  of  Cornwall  and  Lancaster,  a return  of  all  fees  paid  on  the  part  of  the 
or  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  in  respect  of  those  Duchies,  for  the  use  of 
Pnhlic ’records  within  the  last  ten  years.  I have  adverted  m one  part  of  my  evi- 
2 ;!  , .,,  the  fact  of  a fee  being  paid  for  what  is  termed  certifying  the  record  on  the 

. of  the  keeper  or  the  register  of  the  office  from  which  it  issues.  This  certiri- 
paj-  is  in  one  instance  at  least,  I mean  the  case  of  Wills  in  Doctors  Commons, 
f£uip  to’ strong  remarks,  because  the  signatures  of  three  “ Deputy  Registers  to 
1 transcript  of  a Will  stated  to  be  “ extracted  from  the  Registry  of  the  Prerogative 
fourt  of  Canterbury,”  naturally  causes  the  party  who  has  obtained  it,  to  suppose, 
that  the  three  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  affixed  to  it,  have  examined  it,  whereas^ 
no  such  examination  takes  place;  and  the  three  signatures  are  written  by  one 
nerson  With  respect  to  the  Public  Records  I wish  to  mention  another  fact, 
which  bears  in  some  degree  upon  the  question,  whether  the  present  Record  Commis- 
sion has  done  its  duty.  Every  person  conversant  with  Records  is  aware  that  serious 
mischief  has  been  done  to  them  from  the  practice  of  throwing  a composition  over 
such  parts  as  were  apparently  illegible,  which  has  the  effect  of  restoring  the  ink  for 
the  moment,  but  of  afterwards  turning  the  parchment  perfectly  black. 

41 74.  Among  whom  was  it  the  custom  ?— Among  the  Record  keepers  or  the  clerks. 

It  appears  to  me  to  have  been  the  first  duty  of  a Commission,  for  the  better  preser- 
vation of  the  Public  Records,  to  have  issued  the  strictest  orders  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  should  ever  be  done.  This  seems  so  obvious,  that  I assume  the  Commission 
must  have  issued  a general  order  to  that  effect.  Whether  they  have  or  .have  not 
done  so  I do  not  know  ; but  only  last  month,  a clerk,  who  produced  a Record  from 
the  Exchequer  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  said,  that  he  had  that  morning 
“ put  some  stuff”  on  it,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  out. 

4175.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  Have  the  Commissioners  of  Records  the  power  to 
issue  such  orders?— They  have  undoubtedly  the  power  to  issue  such  orders  : whe- 
ther they  have  the  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  them  is  another  question  ; but  if 
they  have  not  power  to  compel  obedience  to  so  necessary  a regulation,  I am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  of  what  practical  use  the  Commission  can  possibly  be. 

4176.  Mr.  Hawes]  One  great  branch  of  their  duty  was,  the  preservation  of  the 
records?— Yes ; it  was  the  duty  for  which  it  was  specially  constituted. 

4177.  Sir  Robert  Inglis]  The  different  record  depositories  are  however,  gene- 

rally speaking,  understood  to  be  legally  under  the  control  of  the  Judges  or  other 
legal  functionaries,  and  not  necessarily  subject  to  any  new  organization  under  a 
Commission  from  the  Crown ; is  that  the  view  which  you  would  desire  the  Com- 
mittee to  take? — No ; the  view  which  I would  wish  the  Committee  to  take  is  this  ; 
that  the  object  of  the  Commission  was  always  understood  to  be,  to  supply  the  neglect 
which  had  so  long  existed  in  the  proper  organization  and  preservation  of  the  Public 
Records.  , . 

4178.  The  Chairman]  Do  you  not  think  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Record  Commission  would  have  been  attended  to  by  the  keepers  of  the  records, 
or  that  the  Commissioners  ought  to  have  tried  it? — In  my  opinion  they  ought  to 
have  tried  it.  Iam  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  have  never  done  so;  hut  whether 
they  have  or  have  not,  I beg  leave  to  repeat  that  I have  heard  it  said  by  a witness, 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  the  order,  if  it  ever  was  issued,  has  been  dis- 
regarded. 

4179.  Mr.  Hawes]  Subsequent  to  1832? — In  April  last. 

4180.  Are  you  aware  that  in  1832  a Committee  was  formed  to  inquire  into 
the  duties  of  the  several  officers,  and  also  into  what  reform,  alteration,  amend- 

0,33.  - 3 b 2 ments. 
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Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  ments,  arrangements  and  preservation,  and  the  more  convenient  use  of  rec 

— could  be  adopted  ? — I was  not  aware  of  it. 

16  May  1836.  4181.  The  Chairman .]  You  have  edited  the  Privy  Council  books  for  the  C 

missioners? — Yes,  I have. 

4182.  Under  what  arrangement  did  you  do  that,  and  with  whom  did  you  mai. 

that  arrangement? — Before  the  present  Commission  was  issued,  I had  clef  ° 
mined  to  print  the  Privy  Council  books  in  the  British  Museum,  from  the  reiT' 
of  King  Richard  the  Second  to  that  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  and  I accord'1 
ingly  advertised  my  intention.  I found,  however,  that  the  expense  would  be  s' 
great,  and  the  prospect  of  a sale  so  slight,  that  I could  not  carry  my  plan  jnt° 
execution.  Soon  after  I became  known  to  the  secretary  to  the  Record  Commission* 
he  was  exceedingly  urgent  that  I should  print  that  work  at  the  expense  of  the  Record 
Commission  ; and,  finding  that  it  must  either  be  done  in  that  way,  or  not  at  all 
I consented,  in  October  1832,  to  print  it  under  the  Record  Commission,  upon  the 
express  condition,  however,  that  I should  not  be  considered  or  styled  a Sub-Com 
missioner.  I stated  my  reasons  for  that  stipulation  to  be  these  : First,  that  I had 
a strong  antipathy  to  the  title  of  Sub-Commissioner  ; and  secondly,  that  if  I Were 
a sub-Commissioner,  I would  not  consent  to  receive  a less  remuneration  for  mv 
labours  than  any  other  sub-Commissioner  who  had  been  employed  by  the  Board 
In  my  opinion,  the  rate  of  remunerating  sub-Commissioners  was,  in  one  case  at 
least,  most  extravagant  and  improper;  and  I saw  no  other  way  of  preserving  what 
I thought  due  to  my  own  position,  or  of  following  an  example  which  I had  no  desire 
to  imitate,  than  by  refusing  to  accept  of  that  situation.  In  October  1832,  it  was 
determined  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  myself  that  the  work  should  be  immediately 
proceeded  with.  Four  sheets  were  accordingly  printed ; but  early  in  December  in 
the  same  year.  Mr.  Cooper  surprised  me  by  writing  to  desire  that  the  work  should 
be  suspended  ; and  the  reason  he  gave  for  it  astonished  me  still  more.  He  informed 
me  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  considered  that  it  came  within  the  circle  of  his  labours 
because  he  had  employed  one  of  his  clerks,  some  time  before,  in  transcribing  the 
manuscripts.  As  Mr.  Cooper  and  myself  were  perfectly  aware  of  the  existence  of 
those  transcripts,  he  having  alluded  to  them  in  his  work  on  the  Public  records,  which 
was  published  long  before  I acceded  to  his  request  respecting  the  Council  books 
I found  some  difficulty  in  comprehending  how  this  fact  could  interfere  with  the 
arrangement  into  which  he  had  entered  with  me.  Nor  had  I less  difficulty  in 
understanding  why  a work  which  I had  signified  my  intention  to  publish  before  the 
present  Board  existed,  and  in  which,  on  account  of  its  Historical  importance,  I felt 
deeply  interested,  was  to  be  taken  out  of  my  hands  because  a gentleman,  who  was  in 
full  employ  under  the  Board  on  other  matters,  and  who  had  engaged  to  perform, 
according  to  his  own  reports,  as  much  literary  labour  as  in  my  opinion  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  two  persons  for  at  least  twenty  years,  had  thought  proper,  of  his  own  autho- 
rity, to  copy  the  original  manuscripts.  Considerable  discussion  took  place  between 
Mr.  Cooper  and  myself  upon  the  subject;  and  at  last,  in  June  1S33,  an  order  of 
the  Board  was  obtained  for  the  publication  of  the  work  ; and  I proceeded  with  it  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Towards  the  end  of  July,  only  two  months  afterwards,  I received 
a letter  from  Mr.  Cooper,  stating  that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  had  represented  to  him 
that  he  had  transcribed  all  that  I was  printing ; and  he  informed  me  that  those 
transcripts  would  soon  be  in  his  (Mr.  Cooper’s)  hands.  When  the  work  was  first 
undertaken  I was,  as  I have  just  stated,  aware  of  the  existence  of  those  transcripts, 
and  I requested  Mr.  Cooper  to  procure  them  for  my  use,  as  they  were  clearly  the 
property  of  the  Commission  ; but  I believe  he  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  them. 
When,  therefore,  the  subject  was  renewed  in  July  1833,  after  the  order  of  the  Board 
for  publishing  the  work  had  been  obtained 

4183.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  date  of  the  original  communication,  through 
Mr.  Cooper,  with  you,  was  in  October  1832? — Yes. 

4184.  What  was  the  date  of  the  original  announcement  of  your  own  independent 
intention  to  publish  the  Privy  Council  books,  to  which  you  have  called  our  atten- 
tion, as  having  been  made  by  you  in  Mr.  Pickering’s  catalogue?— I think  more 
than  a year,  if  not  two  years,  before.  I obtained  the  official  permission  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  to  publish  them  as  early  as  April  1831,  and  part 
of  the  manuscripts  was  then  transcribed. 

4185.  At  the  time  when  you  made  the  transcript,  eighteen  months  or  two  years 
before  October  1 832,  the  date  of  the  communication  with  Mr.  Cooper,  wereyou  aware 
of  any  similar  intention  of  transcribing  having  been  entertained  by  any  other  gen- 
tleman, or  any  transcript  having  been  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  ?— No ; but 

I was 
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. tW  was  scarcely  a record  of  any  kind  or  description  that  could  Sir  Horn,  Steal* ti 
1 WaSy 'possibility  be  called  a Parliamentary  record,  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  ^ ^ ^ 

\)V  r • i 

bad?‘  rtuwere'not  aware  specially  that  the  transcript  of  that  particular  class 
4,8  is  had  been  made  by  him  or  under  his  directum  r— Certainly  not.  The 
»f  doc”,m“  0„  X had  of  the  existence  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’.  transcript  was  from 
fif e“5  work  on  the  Public  records.  As  Mr.  Cooper  in  his  letter  of  July  - 
M„  Cooper  that  these  transcripts  would  soon  be  in  h.s  hands,  I reminded 

,833,  inform  which  was  known  to  us  both  from  the  commencement  of  the 

1»“>  “ S’and  I again  requested  to  have  the  transcripts  as  soon  as  possible.  On  the 
”5dCf  Wust  Mr.  Cooper  acquainted  me  that  Sir  Francis  Pa, grave  said  he  wanted 
^“^S  in  which  those  transcripts  were  preserved  for  another  purpose,  but 
‘SVeeTould  send  me  duplicates  of  them.  Now,  as  I did  not  think  the  transcript 
that  he  wouio  ferable  to,  or  would  be  cheaper  than  a copy  of  the  original, 

„f  a transC!  ^ (hose  duplicates  would  be  useless  ; and  I heard  no 

1 rl°on  the^ubject  of  those  transcripts  until  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
j it  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries.  . . 

<llre  !?_  The  Chairman  T Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  examination  upon  this  subject,  in 
4'!7;o  question  1S62,  says  that  Mr.  Baker  was  employed  to  transcribe  these 
“T  vour  direction.  “ Had  he  supposed,”  I cannot  make  out  whether  he  means 
Md  Baker  or  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  “Had  he  supposed  that  any  of  the  ti  ansenpts 
Vh!  Privy  Council  books  there  alluded  to  could  have  been  convemen  ly  used  for 
1 mblicatiOT,  I am  satisfied  that  he  would  not  have  put  the  board  to  the  expense 
the  publrcauo  trifling  they  might  have  been.  I have  paid  no  bills  of 

that  have  not  been  certified  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas.”  It  would  appear 
Mi.  halters  considerable  communication  between  you  and 

«££ had  been  several  com- 
munications between  us  on  the  subject,  from  the  commencement  of  our  arrangement 

,eS,Pt88ngMre  "»e,must  not  only  have  known,  as 'you  applied  tor 

ill— ^ 

’a'ttSnt  Ti  cannot  suppose  he  knew  it  at  the  time  when  he  made  that 
statement  to  the  Committee  ; he  must  then  have  forgotten  what  had  occurred. 

8o  He  must  have  known  it  at  the  time  r — Yes. 

I oo.  If  a second  transcript  was  made  while  the  first  was  m existence  and 
available,  the  responsibility  rests  with  Mr.  Cooper  and  not  wrtb  yourself  I con- 
sidered  when  I was  appointed  by  the  board  to  edrt  the  Council  books  that  it  was 
mv  dutv  to  represent  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  I required  those  transcripts,  and  I also 

considered  it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  obtain  them,  becausethey  w^«the  Pr0PCTtJ 
of  the  public,  the  transcription  having  been  paid  for  by  the  Commission. 

4ini.  Mr.  Cooper  was  not  in  ignorance  upon  the  subject?  -No. 

4102,  You  had  a correspondence  with  Imn  upon  the  subject!  *<*• 

{ 93-  If  second  transcripts  were  made  while  prevrous  uanBcnpte ' 
were  available  it  is  his  fault  and  not  yoursr-I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  it 
was  his  fault,  because  I believe  he  did  apply  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave for  the“>  a 
that  ho  either  had  not  the  power,  or  did  not  choose  to  use  his  power  as  secretary 

“ 4?nt  fL  mean  to  fasten  the  fault  upon  Mr.  Cooper,  hut  I mean  this  ; you 
did  not  consider  yourself  responsible  for  them  ; if  there  has  been i any 'neglect, _you 
have  at  anv  rate  shifted  the  responsibility  for  it  from  yourself  to  Mr.  Cooper 
Yes,  because  I found  it  impossible  to  obtain  those  transcripts.  which 

4 1 95.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Have  you  reason-  to  think  that  the  ti  ansenpts  to  hich 

you  have  referred  were  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  undei  any  01  er  , 

similar  to  that  addressed  to  yourself,  or  were  they  made  by  him  under  the  general 
retainer  of  his  services,  with  a discretionary  power  on  his  part  to  employ  Ins 

in  any  way.  consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  commission  r— Judging  or the ^duties 
confided  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  as  they  appear  in  his  reports,  s iou  .. 

considered  myself  justified  in  making  copies  of  the  proceedings  o ..,  J . . 

under  any  department  of  the  work  upon  which  he  was  employed  by  * . 3 

4196.  The  Chairman .]  Those  transcripts  of  yours  were  made  by  Mr.  mm  . 

4197.  What 
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Sir  Harris  Nicolas.. 
16  May  1836. 


4197.  What  was  he  paid  for  them? — For  a short  time  he  was  paid  f y 

this  was  altered  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  alteration  must  have  taken  place  h°f 
August  1833,  because  I find  a memorandum  of  that  date,  that  thev  wp™  ,-6 
paid  for  at  4 d.  a folio.  3 K t0  <» 

4198.  You  did  not  mention  to  the  Committee  what  the  arrangements 

between  the  Commission  and  yourself  respecting  the  editing  this  work  ; in  th  "fT6 
place  will  you  tell  us  with  whom  you  made  the  arrangement  ? — With  Mr  C ^ 
only.  ' ‘ °Per 

4199.  During  the  time  you  have  been  editing  those  works,  have  you  in  any 
come  in  direct  communication  with  the  Commission  ? — Never.  As  far  as  my  nosi?^ 
as  editor  of  these  works  is  concerned,  I have  no  knowledge  either  from  o °n 
munication  with  the  board,  or  with  the  Commissioners,  that  such  a commiss'11" 
exists  ; I mean  that  I never,  in  my  own  person,  or  by  letter,  was  in  direct  comm°U 
nication  with  the  board. 


4200.  Was  your  engagement  with  Mr.  Cooper  in  writing? — Such  as  it  is  I hold 
it  in  my  hand.  As  soon  as  the  order  of  the  board  was  obtained  for  publishing  the 
Council  books,  I was  very  desirous  to  obtain  a specific  written  arrangement  similar 
to  the  agreements  between  an  editor  and  a publisher,  respecting  the  terms  upon 
which  the  work  was  to  be  published,  but  I found  the  utmost  difficulty  in  obtaining 
it.  After  repeated  efforts  I did  however  at  last  induce  him  to  come  to  some  definite 
understanding  on  the  subject,  and  I made  a hasty  memorandum  of  the  substance 

of  that  agreement,  to  which  we  affixed  our  respective  initials,  and  I beg  leave  to 

hand  it  in,  as  being  my  only  agreement  with  the  Commission  [ Handing  a paver  to 
the  Chair man\.  1 1 

4201.  Is  this  the  original? — Yes,  written  in  pencil  by  myself,  and  very  impei% 

fectly.  “ I am  to  1 50.”  K 

4202.  Is  it  not  650?— Judging  by  this  paper  alone  I am  not  certain;  judging 

by  what  I have  received,  and  from  my  recollection  of  the  fact,  it  is  150/.  ° ° 

4203.  It  appears  650,  does  not  it?— No,  I believe  not;  “ I am  to  150/.  for 
editing  350  pages  ; and  the  index  is  to  be  paid  for  separately  to  Mr.  Baker.  This 
sum  includes  the  ordinary  preface  of  about  one  sheet ; two  volumes  to  be  ready 
for  delivery  on  1st  of  February ; August  13th  1833.  C.  P.  C.  N.  H.  N.  Tran- 
scripts to  be  paid  4 cl.  per  folio.”  That  is  my  agreement. 

4204. ^  That  is  the  only  agreement  with  the  board,  drawn  up  in  the  way  and 

under  the  circumstances  you  mention  in  pencil,  signed  with  your  respective 
initials,  and  made  without  any  communication  with  any  bodv  but  the  Secretary? — 
Certainly.  * J 

4205.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  any  minute  was 
made  (to  use  the  proper  word)  inrolling  this  agreement  ? — I believe  not ; this  agree- 
ment, imperfect  as  it  is,  was  obtained  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 

. 42°fi-  The  Chairman.']  Does  this  correspond  with  the  other  engagements  entered 
into  by  the  board  with  its  other  editors?— I have  understood  that  I am  the  only 
editor  employed  by  the  Commission  who  ever  succeeded  in  obtaining  even  so 
imperfecta  written  agreement  as  the  one  which  I have  produced. 

4207.  This  is  the  first  rude  essay  made  by  the  Commission  in  forming  an 
engagement?— It  is  the  first  and  last  I ever  heard  of. 

4208.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  In  point  of  fact,  have  you  received  money  upon 
the  terms  mutually  agreed  upon  between  you  and  Mr.  Cooper  as  Secretary, 
according  to  the  paper  handed  in  by  you  to  the  Chairman  ? — Yes. 

4209.  So  far  that  paper  has  been  recognized  by  the  authority  of  the  Commission 
as  binding  upon  you  and  upon  them? — I know  nothing  of  the  Commissioners.  It 
has  been  recognized  by  Mr.  Cooper.  Of  the  Commissioners,  as  a board,  I repeat, 
1 had  no  other  knowledge  than  through  Mr.  Cooper. 

4210.  \ou  do  not  mean  to  state  that  you  suppose  that  Mr.  Cooper  paid  this 
money  out  of  his  own  funds? — Of  course,  I suppose  not;  but  the  checks  were 
signed  by  him,  and  not  by  any  of  the  Commissioners. 

4211.  The  Chairman.]  If  any  body  were  to  tell  you,  after  you  had  been  so 
many  years  employed  under  the  Commission,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  the 
Commission  in  existence,  that  it  was  only  a pure  invention,  that  no  such  board 
existed,,  and  that  these  gentlemen’s  names  have  been  used  without  any  authority, 
what  proof  could  you  have  given  to  the  contrary  ? — Do  you  mean  legal  proof. 

4212.  No;  what  proof  have  you  from  your  own  dealings  with  the  Commission, 
of  the  existence  and  active  existence  of  the  Board  ?— With  the  exception  of  a single 
note  horn  the  late  Lord  Dover,  in  which  he  spoke  of  himself  as  a Commissioner, 

I have 
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„ knowledge  of  my  own  of  the  existence  of  the  Commission.  . I mean,  Sir  germ  Mate. 
Ita’uh“oa«h T have  been  editor  of  an  extensive  work  nnder  the  Commission  for  6. 

,bat  although  once  Game  illt0  contact  with  the  Commissioners  as  a Board, 

three  years,  t /„„*,]  Under  this  arrangement,  how  much  work  have  yon 

4a,3-  r nmn,i„:on  f_I  have  published  five  volumes  which  are  now  on  the 
done  for  the  According  to  the  agreement,  I was  to  receive  1 50 1.  for  editing 

table  before  • ^ j was  expected  als0  to  furnish  an  ordinary  preface  of  a 

350  PT whence  the  materials  were  taken,  with  some  account  of  the  manuv 
sheet  stating  which  would  have  f0Imed  altogether  five  volumes  or  about 

scripts  ana  s . ^ 0f  preface,  whereas  they  contain  1,860  pages  of 

l,75°  tafia rnaaes  of  prefaU  besides  which,  I have  corrected  and  superintended 
f penological  abstracts  and  indexes  made  by  my  clerk,  which  extend  to  about 
the  chronol  g ; ^ written  a krge  octavo  volume  of  original  historical  matter 
33°  ’ d by  far  the  most  laborious  part  of  the  work,  and  edited  another  volume 

Matter  which  has  always  been  paid  for  b,  the  Commission,  without  receiving 
“f„  remuneration  beyond  the  150 1.  originally  agreed  upon  for  each  volume  of  350 
f “ other  words,  instead  of  producing  five  volumes  at  the  rate  agreed  upon,  I 
Safe  in  fact  produced  seven.  The  work  is  entitled,  “ Proceedings  and  Ordinances 
fth Privy Council  of  England.”  The  first  volume  extends  from  10  Richard  2. 

IS  m il  Hen.  4.  1410;  the  preface  to  which  is  dated  on  the  10th  of  March 
!L  ’ The  second  volume  extends  from  12  Hen.  4.  1410,  to  10  Hen.  5.142 2, 

Ld  the  preface  is  dated  the  20th  March  1834;  these  two  volumes  were  published 
together^  The  third  volume  extends  from  1 Hen  6.  1422,  to  7 Hen.  6.  1429,  and 
Sf  preface  is  dated  on  the  15th  July  1834.  The  fourth  volume  “tends  from 
6 1429,  to  14  Hen.  6.  1436,  and  the  preface  is  dated  6th  Maich  l835- 
3he fifth  volume  extends  from  15  Hen.  6.  ,436,  to  2,  Hen.  6. 1443,  and  the  pre- 
face is  dated  on  the  20th  October  1 835.  , , „ . , , 

4214  The  Chairman .]  Have  yon  the  sixth  volume  ready  i-y-Yes,  entirely  ready, 
with* the  exception  of  the  preface  ; and  I am  desirous  of  stating  to  the  Committee 
why  this  volume  has  not  been  completed. 

I21S.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  the  reason  ?— When  I became  editor  of  the 

Privy  Council  books,  I considered  myself  appointed  to  that  duty  by  the  Kings 
Conimisioners ; and  I never  entertained  a doubt  on  the  subject  until  I found  that 
Mr  Hardy,  who  was  the  editor  of  the  Close  Rolls,  was  suddenly  dismissed  from  that 
employment  by  the'  mere  fiat  of  the  secretary,  without  any  authority  from  the 
board.  In  some  communications  which  passed  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  myself, 

I stated  my  opinion,  that  Mr.  Hardy’s  dismissal  was  a very  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding, because  I supposed  that  he  and  all  the  other  editors  were  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  Commission  and  not  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  Hardy  s dismissal 
seemed  to  render  the  position  of  an  editor  so  unsatisfactory,  that  I looked  with 
some  anxiety  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  would  treat  his  memorial  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  conduct  towards  him.  When  however  I learnt  that  the 
Board  not  only  justified  what  the  secretary  had  done,  but  that  it  did  not  even  do  Mr. 

Hardy  the  common  justice  of  hearing  him  in  his  own  defence,  I inferred  that  the 
editors  were  subject  to  be  dismissed  at  Mr.  Cooper’s  will  and  pleasure,  without  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  board.  From  that  time  no  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  Privy  Council  books.  I was  aware  that  the  Commission  was  to  be  the  subject 
of  a Parliamentary  inquiry,  and  I determined  to  wait  the  result.  It  the  Com- 
mission be  not  dissolved,  I shall  endeavour  to  induce  the  Government  to  print  the 
Council  books  in  some  other  manner  than  under  the  Record  Commission,  because 
I consider  it  degrading  to  literature  as  well  as  to  myself,  that  my  labours  should  be 
liable  to  be  suspended  by  the  Secretary,  without  even  a reference  to  the  board. 

4216.  You  understand  from  the  proceedings  in  Mr.  Hardy’s  case,  that  such  is 
the  power  of  the  secretary  ? — I can  draw  no  other  inference  from  them.  ? 

4217.  Can  you  draw  any  distinction  between  your  position  and  Mr.  Hardy  s . ■ 

None ; but  if  there  was  any  difference,  his  position  was  the  stronger  of  the  two. 

I refused  to  be  a sub-commissioner,  who  Mr.  Cooper  admits  are  appointed  by  the 
board,  whereas  Mr.  Hardy  was  occasionally  honoured  with  the  appellation. 

4218.  The  suspension  of  those  works  is  owing  to  that  cause  ?-  -Yes.  u 

moreover  some  impediments,  and  I thought  very  unnecessary  impediments,  weie  o 
late  thrown  in  my  way  by  the  secretary.  , , , 

4219.  State  what  they  are  ? — Whoa  the  original  agreement  was  at  an  end  by  tne. 
completion  of  the  Council  books  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  in  the  brius  1 
Museum,  it  was  necessary  that  application  should  be  made  to  the  President  o ie 

0.33.  3 b 4 C0U 
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Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  council  for  permission  to  print  the  next  volume  ol  the  series,  as  it  was  in  the  Con  l 

office.  I requested  Mr.  Cooper  to  obtain  an  order  of  the  board  authorizing  8Uch 

16  May  1836.  application,  and  I refused  to  proceed  without  it.  For  a long  time  I heard  nothi^ 
on  the  subject,  but  when  I again  applied  to  him  six  weeks  afterwards,  I found  th*? 
he  had  obtained  the  order  of  the  board,  though  he  had  not  communicated  it  to  a 
There  was  another  impediment  which  I certainly  felt  was  not  a fair  way  of  acth)6 
towards  me.  The  Committee  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  prefaces  to  the  Council  book  ^ 
which  are  infinitely  more  labourious  than  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  work,  as  th  S’ 
are  in  fact  the  history  of  the  period,  and  require  that  every  line  existing  up0n  t2 
subject  should  be  consulted,  so  as  to  ascertain  in  what  way  the  new  facts  bearupo 
what  was  formerly  known,  are  entirely  gratuitous.  I have  therefore  always  proceeded 
regularly  with  the  text  of  two  or  more  volumes,  whilst  I was  engaged  on  the  preface 
to  a previous  volume.  Hence  though  a volume  might  be  ready  according  to  mv 
agreement,  it  was  not  published  until  the  preface  was  written.  Mr.  Cooper  wrote  to 
me  in  September  last  year,  to  say  he  would  no  longer  permit  me  to  have  more  than 
two  volumes  in  the  press  at  a time,  the  effect  of  which  was  in  fact  to  create  a 
premium  for  hasty  and  comparatively  speaking  imperfect  works.  Its  operation  in 
a pecuniary  point  of  view,  was  this,  that  I was  retarded  in  printing  the  only  part 
for  which  I was  paid,  because  I thought  proper  to  undergo  the  labour  of  writing 
nearly  1 00  pages  of  original  matter  in  each  volume,  for  which  I received  no  remu- 
neration  whatever. 

4220.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  the  Committee  understand,  that  you  were  paid 
for  one  sheet  only  of  preface? — Yes.  I was  not  expected  to  write  more  than  the 
usual  preface  of  a sheet,  which  was  included  in  the  sum  of  150/.,  for  editing 
350  pages  of  text. 

4221.  The  Chairman .]  Is  it  the  custom  of  the  Commission;  that  is  to 
say,  has  it  been  done  with  regard  to  other  works,  not  to  deliver  the  volumes 
as  soon  as  they  are  printed  and  ready  ? — I know  in  one  case,  that  of  the  fifth 
volume  of  the  Council  books,  that  it  was  kept  back  more  than  two  months  after  it 
was  ready. 

4222.  Has  this  delay,  to  your  knowledge,  taken  place  in  any  other  instance?— 
I recollect  an  instance  of  a work  of  miscellaneous  documents,  edited  by  Mr.  Cole; 
and  my  attention  was  very  much  drawn  to  it,  because  I think  more  than  eighteen 
months  ago  he  showed  me  an  inedited  Parliamentary  roll,  which  formed  part  of 
that  work,  the  value  of  which  for  historical  purposes  is  very  great,  and  it  might  be 
of  even  greater  value  for  legal  purposes,  as  the  roll  contains  the  proofs  of  sitting  in 
Parliament  of  several  peers ; and  if,  as  might  be  the  case,  there  w'as  no  other  evidence 
of  that  fact,  the  success  of  a claim  to  a Barony  might  entirely  depend  upon  that 
document. 

4223.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Similar  evidence  to  that  sort,  and  obtained  by  you 
in  the  cases  of  the  Vaux  and  Braye  peerages? — Yes,  similar,  but  earlier. 

4224.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.']  When  you  used  the  word  “ delayed,”  do  you  mean 
that  it  was  kept  back  from  publication,  or  not  laid  before  the  board  ?—  Of  the 
Board  I know  nothing.  It  was  delayed  in  the  publication  : I had  not  a perfect 
copy  of  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Council  books  myself  for  nearly  two  months  after 
it  was  ready  for  publication. 

4225.  The  general  publication? — Yes;  but  the  general  delivery  would  be  a 
more  correct  expression. 

4226.  The  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  the  case  of  the  Oblata  rolls  ? — No. 

4227.  Do  you  know’  any  thing  of  the  Agenda? — Yes;  I saw  them  some 
time  ago. 

4228.  Are  you  aware  there  is  a quantity  of  extracts  from  different  records 
printed  amongst  the  Agenda? — The  Agenda  contains  many  curious  and  even  im- 
portant excerpts  from  records. 

4229.  Are  you  aware  that  an  appendix  has  been  publishing  to  them,  the  work 
of  Mr.  Cooper,  called  “ The  Appendix  to  the  "Agenda,”  and  which  has  been  called 
by  others  “ Extracts  from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer,”  contain- 
ing documents  similar  to  those,  and  which  are  to  be  published  now  as  an  appendix 
to  the  Agenda  ? — I have  heard  so. 

4230.  Can  you  conceive  the  utility  of  publishing  such  information,,  in  connexion 
with  such  a work  as  the  Agenda?— It  appears  to  ine  a waste  of  paper  and  print, 
and  cannot  be  of  any  use  to  the  public  generally. 

4231.  Does  not  it  appear  to  you  that  the  information  is  very  much  thrown  away?—- 
Quite  so.  A number  of  valuable  historical  documents  have  been  printed  in  the  Agenda, 

which 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  385 

s.  ,h  , have  been  exceedingly  anxious  to  obtain  for  my  own  library,  but  I doubt  if  Si, 

"b'Cfort  cody  of  them  is  to  be  found,  even  in  the  British  Museum.  I cannot  con  iSMay  183ft 
“ Pel' ,he  use  of  printing  records  of  any  kind  or  sort  at  the  expense  of  the  govern- 
ceive.  tbf  a sufficient  number  of  copies  is  not  struck  off  for  the  use  of  those  who  are 
“ „ ’ interested  in  historical  and  antiquarian  pursuits. 

eso  Those  records  that  are  printed  in  the  Agenda,  are  merely  circulated  for 
. 4„fv'ate  use  of  the  Commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  a copy  given  to  the 
Museum  ■ they  are  not  open  to  the  public  ? -I  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  I cannot 
uideretand  the  utility  of  such  a measure.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a waste  of 
^because  the  Committee  are  aware  that  the  expense  of  printing  principally 
"dses  from  the  composition ; and  the  cost  of  paper  for  250  ^ditiomd  copies,  which 
rakl  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of  historians,  would  be  very  trifling  indeed. 

' If  they  were  to  be  published  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  want 

•hem3  would  that  be  a proper  form  to  publish  them  in ; would  learned  men  m 
England  look  for  such  information  among  the  Agenda  of  the  Record  Commission . 

Certainly  not ; it  appears  to  me  to  be  very  injudicious.  The  publications  of  the 
cm  Commission  have  in  many  cases  been  conducted  in  a way  which  I cannot 
reconcile  with  any  plan,  or  with  any  regard  to  public  utility. 

4234.  Have  you  printed  any  part  of  Rymer’s  transcripts ?— Yes,  such  part  as- 
related  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council. 

,MS  Did  Mr.  Cooper  order  them  to  be  copied  F—  I had  discretionary  power  to 
mint  what  I thought  expedient  of  the  records  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the  Museum. 

I have  heard  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  ordered  all  Rymer’s  transcripts  in  the  British 
Museum,  to  be  copied,  and  I cannot  conceive  any  thing  more  useless  than  such  a 

is  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  those  transcripts?- Comparatively 
sneaking,  little  or  none,  because  they  have  been  very  imperfectly  made  It  is 
impossible  that  they  can  be  printed  as  records ; nor  would  the  transcripts  be  useful 
to  collate  with  the  originals,  because  the  words  are  written  at  length,  instead  of  the 
contractions  being  given  as  they  occur  in  the  originals.  Those  which  I have  printed 
1 began  with,  because  the  earlier  transcripts  were  more  perfect  than  the  later  ones, 
and  I had  little  hope  of  discovering  the  originals;  but  I have  some  doubt,  whether 
I did  right  in  printing  them  at  all. 

4297,  Are  those  transcripts  of  Rymer  stated  in  his  introduction  to  the  Icedera 
,0  be  too  inaccurate  to  Priot?-Yes,  and  Mr.  Cooper  has  said  so  himself  in  his  own 
work  on  Records,  where  he  has  particularly  called  attention  to  their  condition. 

4238.  And  yet  these  are  the  manuscripts  he  has  had  copied  r Yes. 

4230.  And  in  his  Return  to  Parliament  lie  calls  them  the  valuable  but  long- 
neglected  Collectanea  of  Rvmer  ; are  these  the  same  manuscripts  ?— 1 am  aware 
of  that  discrepancy  between  his  two  statements.  Before  concluding  my  evidence, 

I take  the  liberty  of  observing,  that  I hope  the  Committee  has  collected  from  my 
remarks  that  in  my  opinion  so  long  as  this  Commission  exists,  and  is  conducted  as 
it  has  been,  no  practical  benefit  whatever  can  possibly  be  produced  to  those  1m- - 
portant  objects  for  which  it  was  appointed. 

4240.  I infer  from  all  you  have  said  that  the  constitution  of  the  Commission 
is  so  vicious,  that  without  attributing  any  fault  to  its  individual  members,  it  is  im- 
possible that  good  can  be  expected  from  it? — Yes,  that  is  my  deliberate  opinion. 

4241.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  too  numerous? — Yes,  decidedly  so,  by  at  least 

twenty  persons,  and  it  has  not  the  necessary  powers.  _ . 

4242.  Do  you  think  it  a right  plan  composing  a commission  with  such  duties 
as  these  of  such  high  officers  of  state,  who  have  other  business  to  attend  to  . 

Certainly  not. 

4243.  Do  you  not  think  the  best  plan  would  be  to  have  a small  commission,  of 
which  the  members  should  be  paid?— Yes,  certainly. 

4244.  Do  you  not  think  that  very  moderate  salaries  would  suffice  to  procure  the 
services  of  such  Commissioners? — As  the  duties  of  the  Connnissioneis  of  Kecor  s, 
if  properly  performed,  would  require  as  much  time  and  labour  as  are  deman  e 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Excise,  Customs,  Audit,  Stamps,  Charities,  or  oor 
Laws,  and  as  they  must  be  selected  from  persons  in  a similar  station  o socie  y, 
who  ought  to  possess  information  of  a very  peculiar  nature,  I can  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  remunerated  at  a smaller  rate  than  the  Commissioners  lave 


alluded  to. 
0-3 
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Patrick  F.  Tytler , 
Esq,  f.  s.  a. 


16  May  1836. 


Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.,  f.  s.  a,,  called  in ; and  Examined 

4245.  YOU  have  spent  a considerable  part  of  your  life  in  historical  resear  h 

— I may  say  the  greater  part  of  my  life.  es- 

4246.  Have  you  published  any  works  upon  the  subjects  of  biography- 
history? — -I  have  published  thirteen  volumes  upon  those  subjects,  five  of 
belong  to  what  1 may  call  pure  history  ; they  embrace  a General  History  of  S 
land,  the  sixth  volume  of  which  I am  now  writing.  Besides  these,  I have  writt 
other  works  of  literary  and  historical  biography.  I.  published,  in  1818  a CrV 
Dissertation  upon  the  Life  of  the  Admirable  Crichton.  I next  wrote  the  Lifef 
Craig,  the  great  feudal  lawyer ; three  volumes  of  Lives  of  Eminent  Scotsm  °* 
published  by  Mr.  Murray  in  the  Family  Library;  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Rale'  h’ 
published  not  very  long  ago  ; a Historical  View  of  the  Progress  of  Discovery' 
North  America;  and,  lastly,  the  Life  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  which  is  printed  Vr 

is  not  yet  published.  They  have  employed  me  for  the  last  eighteen  years.  * 

4247.  For  those  works  have  you  been  accustomed  to  refer  to  manuscript  sources? 
— I have  been  accustomed  to  refer  to  manuscript  sources  more  or  less  in  all  thes 
works,  but  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  volumes  of  my  History  of  Scotland,  I have  referred 
to  manuscript  sources  almost  exclusively.  My  reason  for  consulting  these  valuable 
sources  is,  that  I have  not  been  able  to  trust  to  the  printed  histories  of  the  country  • 
and  I have  found  the  printed  collections  of  materials  scanty  and  imperfect.  ^ 5 

4248.  Mr.  Pusey .]  How  do  you  distinguish  printed  collections  of  materials 

from  printed  history  ? — Rymer’s  Foedera  Anglise  is  a printed  collection  of  historical 
materials.  Hume,  or  Robertson’s  History  of  Scotland,  I allude  to  as  printed 
histories.  , 

4249.  You  found  not  only  the  printed  histories  imperfect,  but  the  collections  of 
materials  also  imperfect  ? — i did,  and  those  defects  have  led  me  to  refer  to  records 
manuscript  letters,  and  state  papers  existing  in  manuscript  in  England,  as  the 
only  materials  by  which,  in  my  opinion,  you  can  make  an  approximation  to 
the  truth. 

4250.  The  Chairman.]  It  is  your  opinion,  then,  that  history  can  only  accurately 
be  written  after  having  recourse  to  the  information  contained  in  the  ancient  records 
of  the  country?— That  certainly  is  my  opinion;  but  to  the  word  records,  I would 
add  original  letters  existing  in  manuscript,  and  state  papers. 

4251.  In  order  to  render  such  information  available  to  the  country,  what  steps 
do  you  think  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  Government? — From  the  wants  I have 
found  in  my  own  researches,  my  attention  has  been  much  directed  of  late  to  the 
best  mode  of  making  the  historical  manuscripts  of  England  available  generally  to 
historians;  it  has  also  been  directed  to  the  Record  Commission  Board  of  1800, 
(which  I believe  was  the  first  Record  Commission  Board  in  this  country),  and  to 
the  subsequent  record  board  appointed  in  1831.  I think  that  those  two  commis- 
sions had  very  important  duties  to  perform  to  the  country,  which  was  extremely 
generous  in  the  money  it  gave  for  the  performance  of  those  duties.  It  is  evident 
that  the  mode,  or  the  plan,  for  rendering  the  historical  materials  of  the  country 
available  to  historians,  must  have  come  out  of  those  commissions;  and  it  appears 
to  me  (I  speak  merely  as  matter  of  opinion),  but  it  appears  to  me  that  a grand  error 
runs  through  the  proceedings  of  both  boards.  I think  that  their  first  efforts  ought, 
for  some  time,  to  have  been  devoted  exclusively  to  the  formation  of  catalogues  of  the 
historical  materials  existing  in  England.  I do  not  allude  to  mere  indexes  or  calen- 
dars; I mean  what  the  French  call  catalogues  raisonnes,  or  catalogues  containing 
a brief  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  documents  which  they  embrace.  The  Commis- 
sioners, I am  persuaded,  will  find  that  they  must  go  at  the  last  to  this,  which  ought 
to  have  been  the  first  object  kept  in  view  by  the  board. 

4252.  Do  you  think  that  the  greatest  service  that  such  a board  could  render  to 
historians  would  be  to  tell  them  what  materials  they  could  get  in  the  depositories 
of  the  country  ? — I do. 

42 53-  And  that  that  was  a duty  imposed  upon  it  prior  to  the  printing  any  works 
however  valuable  they  might  be  ?~Yes,  I do  think  so.  Those  catalogues  ought 
to  have  been  printed  and  circulated  at  a cheap  rate,  so  that  historians  might  have 
had  them. 

4254.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Does  that  opinion  of  ymur’s  depend  upon  the  circumstance 
that  there  are  not  sufficient  funds  for  both  purposes? — By  both  purposes,  I suppose 
the  honourable  gentleman  alludes,  1st,  to  the  making  of  such  catalogues;  and, 
2d,  before  these  are  finished,  commencing  printing  the  records  themselves ; and,  in 

reply, 
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..  toa  certain  degree— my  opinion  is  affected  by  believing  Patrick  1\  Tyihr. 

“fma^  belnadequate  for  both  purposes-but  what  I wish  to  impress 
that  the  funds  J ,js  ht  t0  have  been  a primary,  and  for  a very 

upon  the  Com  3 ramount  object  of  tbe  Record  Commissioners.  I think 

considerable  ‘™e’  a P . errors  totbeir  neglecting  to  take  this  step.  I may  add 
n that  Vhave  omitted  to  speak  of  the  preservation  or  arranging  of  the  mann- 
lere’,!hnnd  records,  because  I think  those  are  the  first  steps  to  the  making  cata- 
scripts  , j that  tb ey  are  self  evident  duties. 

logues  rais  n ^ When  a commission  of  this  kind  publishes  from  the  manu- 

t255f Jr,  nossession,  it  makes  itself  ajudge  of  their  utility  to  the  public;  if  Us 
8C"P-™i  should  happen  to  be  wrong,  the  works  would  be  useless  ; but  it  cannot  err 
opmion  shouio  i f f . ,s  I0sthe  bliCj  and  letting  it  know,  in  the  amplest 

manner8 »°hat  materials  it  has  >— Certainly  they  cannot;  and  therefore  I prefer  the 
^ that  X have  stated  to  any  other  method.  . . • 

“e  , sfi  Do  you  not  think  it  is  a very  difficult  task  for  the  Commission  to  exercise 
..  wLment  upon  the  publication  of  the  original  materials  in  its  possession . I do. 

KnSI  consider  the  extensive  stores  of  manuscript  materials  in  this  country, 
f.kink  that  the  deciding  upon  those  which  ought  to  be  printed,  as  most  valuable 
nte  historian,  is  a nfce  and  difficult  question.  The  lawyers  some  Hues  say  of 
I nointe  that  the,  are  in  apicibus, juris ; I would  say  this  is  in  aptctbus  Instance. 

Ttt  a question  to  decide  which,  requires  much  previous  knowledge,  and  a com- 
It  is  a question  wkh,  Aboye  all,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  fall 

into  teomriion  error  of  antiquaries,  the  substitution  of  antiquity  for  value.  The 
1 lion  which  has  been  made,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the  works  which  have 
teen  published,  or  which  have  been  begun  and  suspended  by  the  record  boards, 

TAv0  The'questlon  refers  to  this,  is  it  not  a choice  about  which  there  may  be 
. variety  of  opinion;  and  is  not  therefore  alt  that  the  Commission  can  do 
tid,  referenced  such  publications  of  somewhat  dubious  comparative  utility ; while 
•(  \ •=  lnvincr  finpn  the  records  in  its  possession  to  the  public,  and  facilitating  the 
access  0/ alt  the  country  to  those  records  which  any  body  may  be  wanting  to  get 
at  is  it  not  doin<*  what  all  persons  interested  must,  each  in  his  particular  way, 
acknowledge  to  be  a useful  work  ?-I  certainly  think  it  is.  The  greatest  boon  that 
could  be  conferred  upon  historical  enquirers  and  literary  men  in  this  country, 

^SS^Hav'e  y™\eendedppendix  E.  prepared  by  Mr.  Stephenson?— I have; 

Iff  Stenhenson  communicated  to  me  the  sheets  of  the  first  volume  of  that  work 
when  pSg  end  also  the  few  sheets  of  the  second  volume,  so  far  as  he  has  pro- 

dti^sthaTa  work  which,  according  to  your  opinion,  would  be  extremely 
usefuD— It  is ; and  I would  take  it  as  an  example  of  the  kind  ^ = “ 

which  I allude,  from  the  assistance  it  lately  afforded  me.  If  I do S a wn 
much  on  the  time  of  the  Committee,  I can  state  an  exampl .of  t ^utility  drawn 
from  nersonal  exnerience.  The  documents  which  I have  been  lately  obliges  to 
reuXrtt  Sffi  volume  of  the  History  of  Scotland  are  presereed  in  he  State 
Paner  office  • of  these,  which  are  very  numerous,  there  is  no  catalogue  aisonne  , 
tore  is  no  printed  catalogue  at  all  of  the  immense  stores  of  ,th,s dg£S f °d'J  j,  „t 
kind  of  skeleton  index  is  kept  there  of  the  names  of  the  volume  1 but  this  I do  no 
call  a catalogue,  even  in  the  lowest  sense  of  the  word,  lhere  is  also  a .MS .amdysis 
of  the  English,  Scottish  and  Irish  papers  in  the  reign  of  Henry ' iTof 

up  b,  the  Tate  Mr.  R.  Lemon  for  the  use  of  the  commission  for 
state  papers,  but  this  is  a private  imprinted  work  ; there  1 J ’ “° e“ 

at  all,  and  yet  I would  characterize  those  documents  from  th > few  las .year  a ot he 
reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh  to  the  present  day  as  the .richest — of  or,|"“ 
materials  for  a history  of  the  country  that  exists  in  Eng  an  , or  p P ‘ ^ 
country.  1 am  obliged  to  go  through  all  the  documents  in  the  State  Paper  office 
which  are  connected  with  Scotland,  and  necessary  for  my  is  ory , 3 ev  are 

and  on  the  whole  exceedingly  well  arranged,  though  not  catalogued  hey  are 
divided  into  volumes  in  chronological  order,  and  in  separate  senes  “"“f  * 

Scottish  correspondence  and  the  Border  correspondence  I also  consulted  the * COT 
respondence  with  Elizabeth’s  ambassador  at  the  court  of  France,  an  lights  on 

ence  with  our  ambassador  iu  the  Netherlands  for  obtaining  coUate™l  lights  on 
Scottish  history.  I was  obliged  to  devote  much  labour  to  the  examination  ot^  these 
0.33.  3 c 2 
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stores,  and  the  transcription  of  original  letters,  the  Committee  will  have  an  idea  f 1 
mass  of  papers,  when  it  is  stated  that  between  the  years  1546  and  1568  a ner'  h 
22  years,  the  selections  fill  more  than  seven  quarto  volumes;  from  1568  to  i°fi 
the  date  of  the  accession  of  James  to  the  English  throne.  It  will  be  nece^ 


examine  and  make  selections  from  124  volumes  of  manuscript  letters  and  D . 
To  return  to  the  utility  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  catalogue,  I must  state  that  a ^erS‘ 
the  English  documents  in  the  State  Paper  office,  there  is  a series  entitled  Sir  Jo  0llu 
Williamson’s  collection,  which  is  multifarious in  that  collection  are  preserved  n ^ ' 
letters,  throwing  collateral  lights  upon  the  history  of  Scotland  ; this  series  is  ^ 
catalogued,  and  I had  not  time  to  go  through  it ; but  I found  that  in  the  select* D" 
of  documents  transcribed  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Federa,  Sir  Joseph  Williams l0,n 
collection  had  been  resorted  to.  Mr.  Stevenson’s  catalogue  which  he  communicat'd 
to  me,  was  a catalogue  raisonne  of  these  documents,  and  it  at  once  led  me  t 
consult  a manuscript  letter,  which  was  of  the  greatest  value.  If  I do  not  fatiarie  tl  ° 
Committee,  I will  state  how  this  happened.  It  was  necessary  to  ascertain  with 
accuracy  what  took  place  in  an  interview  between  Francis  Russell,  the  second 
Earl  of  Bedford,  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  then  in  France  ; Russell  was  sent  b 
Elizabeth  to  the  Court  of  France  in  1561,  to  condole  with  Mary  upon  the  death 
of  Francis  the  Second,  , her  husband,  and  to  congratulate  Charles  the  Ninth  on  his 
accession  to  the  throne.  This  was  his  public  accredited  task,  but  he  was  directed 
by  his  private  instructions  which  are  preserved  in  manuscript  in  the  State  Paper 
office,  to  communicate- with  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Protestant  party,  and 
to  discover  the  real  intentions  of.  Mary  and  the  Guises.  Now  to  get  at  the  parti- 
culars of  the  interview  between  Russell  and  the  Scottish  Queen,  and  to  ascertain 
the  opinion  he  had  formed,  was  of  great  importance  with  regard  to  some  inferences 
as  to  the  conduct  of  Mary  and  the  history  of  the  Scottish  reformation.  This 
catalogue  referred  to  an  original  letter  of  Russell  to  the  Privy  Council,  contained  in 
Sir  Joseph  Williamson’s  collection,  with  a brief  description  of  its  contents,  I opt  the 
letter,  and  to  my  satisfaction  discovered  that  it  contained  every  thing  I wanted.  It 
is  an  original,  signed  by  Russell  and  Throkmorton,  and  bears  marks  of  having  been 
read  with  the  greatest  attention  by  Burleigh,  whose  well  known  crosses  to  gufae  his 
eye,  are  on  the  margin.  Russell  gives  in  it  an  account  of  all  that  Mary  said  to  him 
written  with  great  minuteness  and  freshness  of  detail ; in  short  it  was  exactly  what 
I was  in  search  of ; and  the  Committee  see  that  this  catalogue  led  me  to  the  source 
which  satisfied  my  doubts  and  gave  me  the  truth. 

4260.  You  mention  this  as  an  instauce  of  the  very  great  utility  that  good 
catalogues  of  records  would  afford  to  the  historical  searcher? — I do  ; it  seems  to 
me  a convincing  instance  of  their  value,  and  of  the  best  mode  of  making  manucript 
materials  available  to  the  historian.  I have  met  with  many  others.  I mention  it 
as  an  illustration  of  the  utility  of  the  plan  I have  suggested.  I know  the  State 
Paper  office  is  not  under  the  power  of  the  Record  Commission. 

4261.  If  the  Commissioners  had  adopted  this  plan  of  first  laying  open  its 
materials  to  the  public,  do  you  not  think  that  a great  deal  would  have  been  done 
■for  historical  knowledge  in  this  country  by  this  time,  by  the  voluntary  labours  of 
•individuals? — I do  think  a great  deal  would  have  been  done ; I may  be  sanguine, 
but  that  is  my  opinion. 

4262.  By  what  kind  of  voluntary  labour? — I think  the  voluntary  labour  that 
would  have  come  in  to  the  field  would  have  been  of  three  kinds.  First,  the  labour 
of  clubs  instituted  for  the  publication  of  historical  documents  existing  in  manuscript, 
such  as  chronicles,  cartularies,  chamberlain  rolls,  &c.  1 may  instance  as  examples 
of  such  associations,  the  Bannatyne  club  in  Scotland,  of  which  the  late  Sir  Walter 
Scott  was  one  of  the  original  founders  and  first  president;  its  present  president  is 
Mi.  Thomson,  the  deputy  clerk  register  of  Scotland,  a learned  antiquary.  I may 
mention  the  Maitland  club  at  Glasgow,  of  which  the  Earl  of  Glasgow  is  president. 
The  Surtees  club  of  Durham  is  another  excellent  institution  of  this  kind,  of  which 
I believe  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  is  president.  There  is  another  club  lately 
instituted,  of  which  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle  is  president,  the  Iona  club  of  Scot- 
land ; it  has  turned  its  attention  to  manuscripts,  illustrating  the  more  northerly  parts  of 
Scotland  and  the  isles.  I am  not  sure  that  I have  gone  overall  these  associations^ 
I think  theie  is  the  Abbotsford  club  of  Edinburgh,  of  which,  I believe,  Mr.  Hope, 
the  present  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  is  president,  and  which  has  the 
same  objects  in  view.  One  error  of  some  of  these  clubs  is,  that  they  do  not  print 
all  or  even  the  greater  part  of  their  works  for  sale,  but  this  I trust  will  be  remedied, 
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. ...l  from  in  some  of  their  most  valuable  books.  The  Patrick  F.Tytttr, 

and  the  rule  has  been  P^^  of  500/.  ayear  from  the  contributions  of  the  ’sq' 
Bannatyne  club  h ^ noble  persons  and  gentlemen  of  Scotland  j6  May  l836. 

members,  who ’^objects.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  Maitland  and  to  he 
interested  in  J bjeet  p can  speak  with  precision,  because  I was  one  of  the 

other  clubs.  On  Ban„atyne  club  ; I have  the  honour  also  to  be  a member 

original  membai  f * ^ of  thy  jona  club.  I have  had  my  attention  drawn  to 
of  the  Maitland  Cl  b works  to  the  club.  One  of  the  rules  is,  that 

„tat  th7j0>  a Jst  ublish  one  work  at  his  own  expense,  the  general  funds  of  the 
every  memo  . . I higher  and  more  expensive  works. 

clnbgoin  if  the  record  depositories  were  thrown  open,  that  those 

l’®3'  Id  o hers  of  a similar  nature,  would  publish  works  from  the  authentic 
societies  aim  others  o ^ md  information  of  historians  ?-I  am  certain  they 

®UMeSbecaSeTappeal  to  the  works  they  have  already  published  m proof  of  it. 

i Are  the  works  similar  to  those  published  by  the  Record  Commission  ?- 
mi,4  6are  of  the  same  character.  I may  mention  among  the  works  published  by 
? IrStland  chib  the  Scala  Chronicle,  taken  from  a unique  manuscript  pi  eserved 
*r!rnus^  Christi  college,  Cambridge.  It  is  a chronicle  of  great  historical  value. 
n Tublished  under  the  learned  editorship  of  Mr.  Stephenson  sub-Commiss.oner 

P c0  ds  who  has  illustrated  it  by  notes  drawn  chiefly  from  manuscripts  in 
°lthRritish  Museum.  The  Lanercost  Chronicle,  a work  of  equal  if  not  supenor 
the  British  “us“  . ■ ■ ■ t d d be  soon  published  by  theBannatyne 

gentleman,.  a„S  I could  name  other  valu- 

able  works  that  wealthy  individuals  would  do  any  thing  in  this  way  ?— 

1 think  they  would  ; the  second  division  I made  of  voluntary  labour,  referred  to 
1SsnubUshed  chiefly  in  England,  to  county  histones,  written  by  individuals  of 
r » fortune  which  form  a peculiar  feature  in  the  literary  history  of  England. 

Sw  is  remarkably  rich  in  county  histories  : their  number  is  great ; then-value, 
f believe  very  various*;  but  amongst  them,  are  certainly  some  works  of  high  cha- 
racter, aid  got  up  at  an  Durham,’  has^ended  hrge 

fumLTon  Ms  county  bl£,oand  has  produced  a 

doabToftteseToIks  to  run  into  heraldic  and  family  details,  and  these  subjects  for 
closes  of  genrra  history,  are  not  of  first-rate  utility,  though  by  no  means  without 
STeculhf value;  but  what  1 contend  for  is,  that  if  the  Record  Commission  bad 
done  their  dutv,  if  the  manuscript  stores,  existing  in  the  country,  had  been  thrown 
open  and  made  accessible  in  the  mode  pointed  out  then  the  labour,  o. - at  least 

part  of  the  labour  of  individuals  devoted  to  county  histones,  would  piobably  have 

been  brought  to  bear  upon  more  valuable  materials.  .....  ■ j 

4266.  Do  you  think  that  any  thing  would  be  done  by  professional  authors,  paid 
by  booksellers  think  certainly  there  would. 

4267.  It  has  been  stated  to  this  Committee,  that  the  taste  for  historical  .te  a- 

tore  is  so  low  in  England  that  the  booksellers  would  give  ™ patronage  to  unde  - 
♦akincrs  of  that  kind:  is  that  your  opinion  r— It  is  not;  I am  aware  it  is  commonly 
said  so  ■ I have  been  met  by  the  observation  very  often,  that  there  is  no  demand  on 
the  part  of  booksellers,  and*no  encouragement  on  the  part  of ,th®  Pu“  !^“d"”n?  of 
the  higher  departments  of  historical  literature  : I Lave  eai  . knowledge 

encouragement  traced  to  the  superficial  character  ot  the  age,  to  useful  knowledge 
societies,  to  family  libraries  and  cabinet  libraries  ; which  it  . said,  operate  in 
deDreciatinw  the  Maher  classes  of  historical  literature  : I think  this,  to  a great  de 
grre^ai^eTroneous  opinion.  The  age  may  be  made  a little  ~Perfic.al  by 
some  of  these  publications;  the  majority  may  be  ephemeral  (although could 
mention,  I think,  some  great  exceptions),  nor  do  I mean  to  sa; that  you  do  not 
sometimes  lose  in  profoundness  what  you  may  gain  in  diffusion;  but  1 ““  “ 

a work  of  the  higher  class  of  historical  literature  was  offered  to  a booked ler  just 
now,  he  being  sure  that  It  was  drawn  from  authentic  manuscript  ^ there 

would  be  a great  disposition  to  publish  it : I believe,  from  what  a P enerany 
myself,  there  would  be  encouragement,  and  perhaps  more  than  g y 

believed.  I would  draw  a distinction  here,  between  the  desire  for  useful 
information  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  the  demand  for  higher  w . . 

on  the  part  of  booksellers;  using  the  word  “demand,”  as  an  order  given  to 

0,33.  3 c 3 
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Patrick  F.  Tytler,  any  article,  literary  or  not.  At  present  there  is  no  want  of  a desire,  on  the 
Esq.  f.s.a.  the  public,  for  all  kinds  of  useful  information,  historical  information  amn!^5 

~ rest » but  there  1S  no  demand  for  higher  works  of  history  among  the  bontf  n tlle 

1 ay  1 -3  • because  the  booksellers  are  aware  that  the  fields  where  the  commodity  i ers> 

use  thev  are  in  °.be 


grown,  are  shut  up  ; they  must  be  so  aware,  because  they  are  in  contact  win  e 
rary  men  and  the  truth  forces  itself  upon  them.  Unlock  these  sources  I 1 ite' 
say  to  the  Record  Commissioners,  and  make  them  accessible ; take  the  SeT°U^ 
the  great  repositories  of  national  muniments  ; ensure  their  safety;  abolish  the  f 
exDel  Mammon,  who  keens  the  door:  form  crnnd  entnlnn-npc  onrl  „ — .ees> 


expel  Mammon,  who  keeps  the  door ; form  good  catalogues,  and  open  the  field' 

i shori 
cetha 
to  th 

to  publish  histories  founded  upon  them,  or  extracts  from  the  more  curiou^m-T^ 

them  that  in  wav  mnr'li  valnaKIp  ■ HanS  Ot 


to  literary  men,  be  assured  you  will  then  find  a change  and  a demand.  In  gj^ 

that 

sources  from  which  alone  it  is  to  be  drawn.  ^ lu 


I trace  the  want  of  a demand  for  works  of  higher  history  to  the  circumstauce'th  t 


the  few  men  employed  upon  it  cannot  now,  without  great  sacrifices,  get  t 1 
cources  from  which  alone  it  is  to  be  drawn.  ’ 8 0 

4268.  Do  you  not  think  if  historians  had  access  to  these  documents,  and  w 


them,  that  in  that  way  much  valuable  information  would  be  communicated  to  th 
public,  and  in  a form  lucrative  to  the  publisher  and  the  author  ? — I do.  t&e 

4269.  Do  you  think  that  such  a plan  as  that  would  have  a tendency  to  prod. 

a superficial  knowledge  of  history,  or  that  it  would  direct  the  attention  and  ex  ? 
the  curiosity  of  the  public  respecting  the  real  authentic  sources  of  history  ?— I fu;1? 
it  would  have  an  excellent  effect  upon  the  taste  of  the  public.  It  would  inviaorat 
and  purify  it.  If  access  was  thus  given,  writers  would  come  in  who  would  find  i? 
delightful  to  concentrate  their  labours  upon  works  of  higher  history,  these  wo  k 
would  probably  be  furnished  at  a cheaper  rate,  and  would  be  more  profitable  hnth 
to  the  bookseller  and  the  author.  n 

4270.  Do  you  not  think  that  some  recent  publications,  particularly  our  later 
historians,  and  such  works  as  Sir  Henry  Ellis’s  Letters,  have  already  succeeded  in 
opening  the  eyes  of  the  public  to  the  inaccuracies  of  previous  histories  professing 
to  be  Histories  of  England,  and  that  they  have  excited  the  public  curiosity  respecting 
the  authentic  sources  of  history  ?— They  certainly  have ; the  able  works  of  Dr.  Lin- 
gard  and  Sharon  Turner  have,  to  a certain  degree  proved  this,  and  had  the  plan 
suggested  been  followed,  these  writers  would  have  done  still  more.  The  letters 
published  by  Sir  H.  Ellis,  I have  repeatedly  consulted  with  advantage  both  in 
earlier  and  later  works. 

4271.  Do  you  think  that  owing  to  those  causes  a work  so  inaccurate  as  Hume’s 
History  of  England,  would  find  the  currency  in  the  present  day  that  it  did  at  the 
time  it  was  published  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  ; I wish  to  speak  with  the  highest 
respect  of  Robertson  and  Hume,  two  most  eminent  men.  I 'have  heard  that  the 
demand  for  their  works  is  now  much  diminished,  ‘and  I believe  the  fact  is  so  but 
I think  that  is  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  there  being  no  demand  for  higher  historical 
literature,  but  to  these  authors  not  having  gone  to  the  best  sources  from  which 
historical  truth  was  to  be  drawn  : these  sources  were  not  open  to  them,  at  least  not 
so  open  as  that  they  could  easily  consult  them,  and  therefore  I do  not  mean  to 
®jy,  they  are  to  be  blamed.  Hume,  I have  heard,  was  shown  the  stores  in  the  State 
1 aper  office,  or  some  other  of  the  great  Record  offices,  after  he  had  gained  a high 
reputation  by  the  publication  of  his  first  volumes.  He  was  in  London,  and  about 
to  continue  his  work,  but  his  time  was  limited  ; he  looked  on  the  uncatalogued 
array  of  manuscripts  in  despair,  and  contented  himself  with  those  printed  materials 
which  were  accessible.  Cadell  or  Strahan  was  his  publisher,  and  I have  heard, 
the  wprds  he  used  were,  “ Cadell  won’t  wait.”  Now,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
bookseller  would  have  waited  if  these  manuscripts  had  been  made  accessible  to 
Hume  in  the  way  I have  pointed  out. 

4272.  \ ou  do  not  mean  to  have  it  understood  that  booksellers  would  find  it 

a lucrative  speculation  to  publish  those  works  printed  by  the  Record  Commission, 
such  works  as  the  collection  of  Patent  Rolls  or  Close  Rolls,  or  Rymer’s  Fasdera?— 
Certainly  not.  J 

r_  4273-  Those  works  would  be  published  by  clubs  and  wealthy  individuals  ?— 

, \el  „ same  character,  to  a certain  degree,  as  the  works  they  publish, 

but  the  Close  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls,  or  the  Pipe  Rolls  are  on  a scale  of  publica- 
tion more  adapted  to  a Record  board. 

4^74-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis. j Have  any  works  been  produced  by  the  associa- 
tions you  have  specified,  (the  Bannatyne,  Maitland  and  Iona  clubs,)  which  works 
\ou  Hou  place  on  the  same  shelf  with  other  works  published  at  the  cost  and  risk 
ot  individuals,  such  as  Dugdale,  Hearne  and  Prynne? — I would  characterize  such 

works 
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, C 1.  the  Cartulary  of  Paisley,  the  Memoirs  of  Sir  James  -Patrick  F.  Tythr, 

worksas  now^rinting,  as  quite.equal  in  their  own 

MelviUe,  and  the  y antiquaries,  and  superior  to  many  of  them. 

"ass,  me  to  say  that  any  of  the  works  yet  *8^- 

^.■‘hhare'to  be  ranked  with  the  Monasticon,  they  are  not  of  that  character, 
published  a “ of  Buccleuch  is  now  printing  the  Cartulary  of  Melrose.— 
u43'5;hlcartulary  of  Melrose  is  precisely  one  of  the  works  which  must  always 
He  is,  the  -Lotinnc  nr  hv  some  very  rich  nobleman  or  gentleman.  It  is 
those  wmks which  voluntary  labour  would  have  relieved  the  country  from 
uueof  those  haye  heardj  be  very  nearly  600 1.  or  700I. 

publishing  , tte  exp  reasoa  do  you  think  it  desirable  that  such  works 

u4  1H  he  oublisb ed  by  individuals  f— It  is  desirable,  in  the  first  instance,  that  such 
should  be  publisne  y ^ or  another>  because  they  are  the  true  sources 

T?twv  It  is  desirable  that  these7  works  should  be  published  b,  individuals,  or 
? h associations  as  I have  described,  because  this  mode  of  publication  would 
P Sabled  the  Record  Commissioners  to  have  devoted  that  very  large  portion  of 
hrp?u“ey  which  has  been  given  them,  to  the  formation  of  catalogues 

— ^ubtaTn^these  records  byindividuals  or  clubs  as 

^ "ot  rnsidefitsuSt  t fecSi^the  labours  of  historians, 

^Xhas - IST^lSSWl-ntwifli  the“  difficulties  against  which 
„o  one  who  has  not  “ b / „ aware  of  the  USe  of  catalogues  raisonnfa. 

1 T™  1,  *£*£!* SsTindars  are  exceedingly  valuable,  and  ought 
tooccupy^the  first^situation  p”  ar^e  aa^e^dared  k^l^sth^be^esirable^ 

withTvie^to^acUitate^he  labours  of  future  historians,  that  they  should  be  printed 

a complete  series,  such  as  that  fine  collection  of  original  .documents  t .he  C hose  Ro Us 
, w Mr  Hardv  and  the  valuable  woxk  now  m the  couise 

that  view  would  be,  to  circularise pnrM^J-  • 
among  historians,  to  take  their  opinion  upon  the  works  wh ch  they  have  fcundtbe 

desiderata,  and  proceed  to  publish  those  works.  0 , , a historians' 

tlmt  a board  which  contained  such  men  amongst  its  members,  I mean  h, stonai as 
from  their  previous  habits  familiar  with  deciding  upon  the  comparative 
historical  materials,  would  not  be  the  most  efficient.  think  would 

4280.  You  have  mentioned  there  are  some  enure  collec ^ of  records  ? 
require  publication ; can  you  give  the  names  of  any  o Close  Rolls  and 

-Of  records  I may  mention  the  Pipe  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls the  Close  Rdls  and 
the  Privy  Council  books  (already  published),  as  indicating  the  class of  dsM 
to  be  published.  I think  also,  that  such  works  as  entire  chronicles  w i«en  by 
individuals  who  lived  at  the  time,  with  original  diaries  and  journa S> fe?attSi 
of  publication,  to  which  the  board,  in  this  second  stage  would  dliect then ^attennon. 

The  Lanercost  Chronicle,  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  belongs  to  the  ciaee 
of  works  I should  like  to  see  priuted.  It  is  at  present  actual  y in . the ? coume  ot 
publication  by  the  Bannatyne  club,  under  the  editorship  of  • ...  ,-  an_ 

a chronicle  which  has  much  individuality  in  it,  and  therefore,  as  >' “s  ia  ln8 
ners,  it  is  of  more  value,  than  the  Scala  Chronicle.  In  many  parts  it  is  written 
by  an  eye-witness,  in  other  portions  the  author  refers  to  the  manuscript 

witnesses,  and  its  accuracy  is  great.  I have  seen  some  oft  e si  attention 

and  would  cite  it  as  one  of  the  order  of  works  which  would  be  v y 
of  the  Record  Commissioners  in  their  second  step.  4281.  After 
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Patrick  F.Ty tier,  428 1.  After  the  records  have  been  thoroughly  calendared,  would  there  n t- • 

Esq,  r.  s.  a.  a considerable  loss  of  time  to  the  historian  in  consulting  the  original  rec°  A* 

16  Mav  i8-*6  would  it  not  be  a great  facility  if  he  was  able  to  refer  to  a portion  of  them  in  r - Si 

— I think  it  would.  There  must  be  a considerable  delay  of  time  to  writer'11 
a distance,  even  when  assisted  by  good  catalogues  ; yet,  if  engaged  in  a areat  ^ 
connected  with  English  history,  the  historian,  sooner  or  laterv  must*  com 
London,  and  remain  there.  Living  in  a capital  so  rich  in  historical  materia^  h'° 
labours  would  be  comparatively  easy,  if  assisted  by  catalogues.  ’ ftls 

4282.  The  Chairman.']  .Do  you  think  printing  can  be  carried  to  such  an  ext 
within  any  reasonable  amount  of  public  or  private  expenditure  as  to  enable  ^ 
historical  inquirer  to  dispense  with  researches  among  the  original  documents  th  ^ 
selves? — I do  not  think  so,  unless  immense  sums  were  expended. 

4283.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  not  think  there  are  certain  portions  of  records 
likely  to  be  of  great  utility  to  historians,  the  printing  of  which  would  save  the  S 
a considerable  degree  of  labour? — I do;  but  I think  the  facts  are  quite  consistent"1 

4284.  The  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  think  if  the  Record  Commission  had  discharged 
its  primary  duties  first,  that  a great  deal  of  the  public  expenditure,  even  for  thos 
useful  purposes  of  publishing  the  most  valuable  records  would  have  been  spared 
to  the  public  by  the  exertions  of  clubs  or  wealthy  individuals? — I think  that 
a great  proportion  of  their  money  and  labour  would  have  been  spared,  had  that 
mode  been  followed. 

4285.  Do  you  think  that,  judging  from  the  works  the  Record  Commission  have 
printed,  they  have  fallen  into  any  errors  owing  to  their  not  having,  in  the  first 
place,  discharged  their  first  duty  of  arranging  and  calendering  the  records  ?— 
I think  they  have;  I could  point  out  errors  in  some  of  their  works,  which  are  to  be 
attributed  to  premature  printing.  Had  they  been  less  precipitate,  many  errors  in 
great  works,  now  suspended,  would  have  been  avoided,  and  in  some  instances  the 
works  would  never  have  been  begun.  I would  cite  the  Fcedera  Anglias  in  its 
original  edition,  and  in  the  edition  begun  by  the  Record  Commission,  and  now 
suspended,  as  an  example  of  the  errors  they  might  have  avoided,  had  they  per- 
formed what  appears  to  me  their  first  duty. 

4286.  The  object  of  my  question  is  this ; I want  to  know  whether  the  omission 
of  providing  catalogues  has  not  only  deprived  historians  of  the  most  valuable  kind 
of  aid  the  Commission  could  have  given  them  in  their  own  researches,  but  whether 
it  has  not  led  the  Commission  into  error  in  the  works  they  have  printed?— I think 
it  has  ; and  to  make  this  clear,  let  me  refer  to  the  Foedera  Anglire  in  its  original 
edition,  and  in  the  modern  edition  begun  by  the  board.  The  original  edition  by 
Rymer  appears  to  me  much  too  large,  as  it  stands.  Were  I to  classify  the  docu- 
ments, and  ascertain  the  historical  value  of  their  contents,  I think  I could  con- 
vince this  Committee  that  one-half,  or  perhaps  even  two-thirds  of  the  documents 
might  have  been  omitted ; and  that  Rymer,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  stores 
existing  in  the  country,  might  have  made  some  of  the  volumes  of  his  work 
of  higher  historical  value : he  might  have  omitted  documents  which  he  has 
published,  and  which  are  comparatively  of  little  use,  and  he  might  have  intro- 
duced a larger  proportion  of  documents  which  are  extremely  valuable.  If,  for 
instance,  Rymer  had  been  aware  of  the  documents  in  the  State  Paper  Office 
relating  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  he  would  have  made  his  15th  volume  of  the 
highest  historical  vaiue,  whereas  in  some  parts  of  her  reign  it  is  meagre  and  bald 
in  the  extreme,  and  has  been  filled  up  with  muniments,  which  appear  to  be  of 
small  value. 

4287.  Now  have  the  Record  Commissioners  in  their  new  edition  rectified  those 
enois  ?— I am  now  speaking  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; the  Record  Com- 
mission had  not  come  down  later  than  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  when  it  was 
judged  necessary,  and  on  good  grounds  I think,  to  abandon  the  work;  but  I think 
there  was  a radical  error  in  their  original  resolution  to  reprint  the  whole  of  the  old 
Kymer.  I do  not  think  if  Rymer  had  been  examined  critically  by  any  competent 
judge,  by  any  historian  much  accustomed  to  use  the  work,  that  the  idea  of  an  entire 
repiint  would  ever  have  been  embraced;  it  would  have  suggested  itself  at  once 
that  that  was  not  the  mode  in  which  a valuable  edition  of  Rymer  should  be  printed, 
but  they  would  have  printed  a supplemental  volume  of  the  documents,  which  the 
catalogues  raisonnes  wodld  have  shown  them  existed  in  the  country. 

4288.  Do  you  think  they  have  committed  any  error  with  regard  to  any  works 
* have  printed  ? -I  have  not  examined  the  three  or  four  volumes  of  the  new 
edition  of  Rymer  critically ; I have  heard  it  stated  that  they  have  printed  the 

blunders 
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f the  old  even  in  the  new  edition,  which  if  true  proves  that  even  the  Patrick  F.  TytUr, 
Ordinary  labour  of  collation  with  the  originals  was  omitted,  but  I cannot  speak  from  Es1-  *•  5- 

& D^n"h"tTercan  possibly  make  a complete  work  of  it,  printing  »•  »»  ■8»6' 
thev  do,  without  having  more  information  respecting  all  the  materials  they  pos- 
!L;— No,  I think  it  impossible. 

4000  Are  you  aware  that  the  work  is  stopped  W m 

Do  von  know  for  what  reasons  it  is  stopped?— I believe  it  was  stopped 
, i„Vit  was  found  to  be  imperfectly  executed.  It  was  discovered  to  be  of  little 
lue  to  the' historian  ; it  was  with  a few  very  slight  exceptions  a mere  reprint,  so 
1“  „ it  went,  and  contained  many  reprinted  errors.  . 

" " Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  is  a matter  of  paramount  importance  to  build 
, otneral  depository  for  the  records  of  the  country  ? — I have  been  led  to  think 
nn  that  point  so  far  as  it  would  afford  facilities  to  the  historian,  but  I am  not 
“JL.  of  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way  of  its  being  carried  into  effect,  nor 
lave  I examined  the  subject  of  these  difficulties  with  the  minuteness  or  accuracy 
which  would  entitle  me  to  give  any  decided  opinion  upon  the  mode  of  surmounting 
them-  I can  only  say  with  regard  to  historians,  that  if  the  idea  was  realised  if  m 
this  capital  there  existed  a great  General  Depository  of  manuscript  materials,  if 
there  were  catalogues  raisonn^s  of  its  stores,  and  rooms  for  study  and  transcrip- 
tion such  a place  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  most  delightful  that  could  be 
found  • it  would  be  sought  with  pleasure,  and  left  with  regret  by  many  a literary 
pilgrim,  and  in  its  ultimate  effects  might  go  far  to  create  a -new  era  in  the  his- 
torical literature  of  the  country.  . . . f, 

4203.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  What  is  the  date  of  the  institution  of  the  State  Paper 
Office  P — I cannot  say  exactly  to  a day  or  a year  ; in  a preface  to  the  first  volume 
of  the  letters,  lately  published  by  the  commission  for  the  publication  of  State  Papers, 
there  is  a brief  history  of  the  office;  I think  it  was  about  James  the  Sixth’s  time. 

4203.  The  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  the  delays  which  have  been  complained 
of  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Thomson  have  been  owing  to  the  want  of  such  information 
which  might  have  been  communicated  by  catalogues  such  as  you  have  described  . 

—I  do  at  least  I think  a considerable  portion  of  such  delays  may  be  traced  to  this 
cause.  ’ Owing  to  the  want  of  catalogue  raisonn6s,  Mr.  Thomson  labours  a good 
deal  in  the  dark,  and  no  man  I believe  feels  this  more  than  himself.  I know  that 
when  speaking  to  him  of  some  of  the  collections  which  I had  gone  through,  he 
appeared  anxious  they  should  be  opened  up  by  catalogues ; he  was  desirous  to 
have  a catalogue  of  the  stores  of  the  State  Paper  office;  owing  to  the  neglect 
of  the  steps  which  I have  pointed  out;  he  has  had  original  documents  commu- 
nicated to  him,  which  had  they  been  sooner  found,  might  have  been  of  great 
service.  He  has  also,  I have  no  doubt,  often  found  such  himself,  which  shows 
that  even  now  his  printing  may  be  premature ; all  this  I trace  to  the  error  com- 


mitted by  the  Commissioners. 

4295.  He  has  published  a fifth  and  sixth  volume,  which  are  found  not  to  contain 

the  information  they  ought  to  contain,  and  which  he  would  have  inserted  if  he  had 
known  of  the  materials  existing  in  England  ? — Yes,  such  undiscovered  materials 
did  in  fact  exist  in  the  State  Paper  office.  . 

4296.  Does  not  this  show  the  necessity  of  first  getting  information  of  all  we 
possess  before  we  put  any  part  in  print  ? — It  certainly  does. 

4297.  Mr.  Pusey.  1 Are  you  aware  how  far  the  publication  of  the  work  entitled 

“ Materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain,”  will  be  affected  by  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  the  catalogues  of  our  records  ? — By  “ Materials  for  the  History 
of  Great  Britain,”  I suppose  the  honourable  Member  means  Mr.  Petrie’s  work;  it 
so,  1 cannot  speak  with  precision  on  the  subject,  because  I am  quite  ignorant  how 
far  that  learned  man  has  carried  his  researches.  This  however  is  plain,  that  till  the 
historical  records  and  manuscripts  of  England  have  been  arranged,  and  their  con- 
tents examined,  there  will  arise  in  the  mind  of  every  man  engaged  in  so  great  a 
work  as  that  of  Mr.  Petrie,  a dread  of  premature  printing ; this  dread  of  working 
in  the  dark  and  the  fear  of  being  obliged  to  cancel  what  has  been  printed,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  future  discovery,  must  greatly  embarrass  the  editor  of  such 
a work ; how  is  he  to  know  that  in  the  unarranged  stores  of  the  Chapter  House,  in 
the  turrets,  or  dark  cellars  of  other  repositories  there  may  not  be  unknown  and 
most  valuable  chronicles.  If  he  could  find  out  the  chronicles  that  exist  in  Cam- 
bridge or  Oxford,  or  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  other  libraries,  if  the  manuscript 
materials  in  Britain  had  been  fully  arranged  and  catalogued,  Mr.  Petrie  would 
have  gone  on  more  rapidly  with  his  work.  „r  , , 

0.33.  3D  4298.  Would 
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Patrick  F.  Tytler 
Esq.  i'.  s.  a. 


16  May  1836. 


Sir 

Francis  Palgrave. 


4298.  Would  the  libraries  you  have  mentioned  come  within  the  cognizance  of 

the  Commission  of  records  ? — I use  that  as  an  illustration ; I do  not  precisel 
know  the  exact  extent  of  the  powers  committed  to  the  Record  Commissioners.  ^ 

4299.  Sir  Robert  H.Inglis .]  You  have  referred  to  the  State  Paper  office  a 
not  being  accessible  to  literary  and  historical  students  ; you  have  stated  that  those 
stores  were  not  open  to  Mr.  Hume : — will  you  state  to  the  Committee,  so  far  asyou 
know  the  fact,  whether  the  State  Paper  office  be  considered  as  a department  of 
the  Government,  and  whether  the  King’s  Commission  in  reference  to  the  records 
can  give  to  those  named  in  such  Commission  the  power  of  entering  that  office  or 
of  making  any  arrangement  for  its  internal  management  ?•— -I  am  quite  aware  that 
the  State  Paper  office  is  peculiar  in  that  view,  that  it  requires  an  order  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  give  you  access,  and  I know  that  in  my  own  case  the  order  was 
immediately  and  liberally  granted.  I am  anxious  to  state  that  from  every  officer 
in  the  establishment  I have  experienced  the  kindest  courtesy  and  attention ; at  first 
it  was  stated  that' by  the  rules  of  the  office  I must  specify  the  documents  I required 
and  show  the  copies  made  ; but  an  order  from  the  Home  Secretary  soon  remedied 
this,  and  now  I have  the  fullest  access  ; Catalogues  alone  are  wanting ; and  what 
I alluded  to  with  reference  to  Hume  was  this-;  that  when  he  had  got  into  the  State 
Paper  office,  even  then  he  did  not  find  himself  able  to  reach  the  sources  of  historic 
truth ; he  saw  the  arrangements  of  the  documents,  but  he  had  no  facilities  for 
consultation. 

4300.  Whatever  may  be  the  desirableness  of  a different  arrangement  of  .the 
stores  in  the  State  Paper  office,  or  however  expedient  may  be  the  making  a 
catalogue  of  its  contents  for  the  use  of  historical  students  or  general  politicians,  do 
you  consider  that  the  want  of  any  such  aid  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  Record  Com- 
mission forming  the  subject  of  the  present  inquiry? — Certainly  not;  I referred 
to  the  condition  of  the  State  Paper  office  as  illustrating  the  duties  which  ought  to 
have  been  performed  by  the  Commissioners  of  records  in  remedying  the  defects 
of  other  offices  under  their  charge,  which  duties  they  appear  to  me  to  have 
neglected.  I am  quite  aware  that  the  state  papers  are  not  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  Record  Commission. 

4301.  And  that  the  arrangement  has  been  confided  by  the  King  to  a distinct 
Commission  ? — Yes,  which  is  publishing  state  papers  at  this  moment. 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4302.  The  Chairman .]  WE  were  asking  you  at  the  close  of  the  last  examina- 
• tion  what  works  you  had  published,  or  had  prepared  for  publication,  since  the  last 

arrangement  was  made  with  you  by  the  Commission  ; have  the  goodness  to  state 
them  ? — Before  I answer  that  question,  you  will  perhaps  permit  me  to  give  a few 
details  with  respect  to  my  office.  I wish  to  make  my  evidence  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  office  more  distinct  and  accurate  than  it  was  the  last  time.  The 
office,  according  to  its  rules  and  regulations,  is  open  three  hours  in  the  day,  or  from 
ten  to  one  on  working  days ; but  it  is  not  open  during  any  of  the  old  Exchequer 
holidays.  There  are  now  two  working  rooms  in  it,  with  fire-places,  which  were 
erected  about  the  year  1800.  Before  they  were  built  there  was  no  room  what- 
ever in  the  Chapter  House  in  which  a fire  could  be  lighted ; therefore,  it  was 
hardly  possible  to  do  work  in  it  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  for  even  m 
summer  the  building  is  very  chilly ; and  the  persons  employed  in  transcribing 
domesday,  adopted  strange  expedients  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  a fire-place. 
I am  informed  by  a clerk  in  the  office  that  one  of  the  transcribers  sat  with  his  feet 
in  a hamper  filled  with  hay,  and  the  publication  of  that  work  occupied  ten  years. 
I mention  this  to  show  that  the  office  itself  had  been  one  not  considered  in  its 
nature  as  requiring  personal  attendance;  and  in  fact  there  was  no  possibility  that 
the  keeper  could  give  personal  attendance ; there  w?as  no  room  for  him.  Under 
the  present  arrangements,  made  in  connection  with  the  Record  Commission,  the 
office  is  kept  open  from  nine  till  four  or  five,  and  there  is  generally  some  one 
person  there  during  these  hours.  That  is  one  of  the  facilities  that  the  public  has 
obtained.  They  have  obtained  also  full  and  free  access  to  the  records  for  histonca 
inquiry.  No  difficulty  is  raised,  and  no  fees  taken ; and  any  gentleman  wishing  to 
come  and  consult  the  records  is  allowed  to  do  so  by  making  a previous  appoin  - 
ment,  this  is  required  to  prevent  too  many  persons  being  assembled  together,  ie 
room  being  very  small.  . . . 

4303.  Are  the  facilities  you  have  afforded  such  as  to  make  any  distinc ^lon 
between  historical  and  legal  searches  ? — In  historical  searches  I consider  the  0 ce 
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anv  respectable  person  that  applies.  With  respect  to  legal 
is  entirely  open  to  “7tio„aTp0*er.  If  I fintl  a person  engaged  tn  an  inquiry, 
inquiries  I use  a t0  a considerable  sum  m general  searches, 
the  fees  of  which  tbat  ;f  nothing  is  found,  no  fee,  or  only  a 

1 remit  a certain  portion  oLth  ^ ^ ffle  wish|s  of  the  Record  Comma* 

snnall  fee,  is  paid;  a“d’  ’"h  “ al  fees  to  the  lowest  standard  that  I could  in  h 
si0„,  I have  reduced  such  g ^ to  them  lower.  but  according  to 

propriety.  I' . "°ffi  balf^he  fees  go  to'  the  clerks;  aud  I felt  I could  not 
the  usage  of  the  office  ^ 8 . but  I could  not  reduce  them  on  some 

g0  that  length.  The  to  ar  y ^ s being  the  money  of  the  clerks, 

occasions  so  lo«  ““  ■ divided  among  the  clerks  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
and  not  mine  , the  » L have  ^ acttag  under  that  arrangement,  and 

receiving  6oo  Z.  “yea?  from  the  Commission,  in  addition  to  your  salary  as  keeper 
“the  Chapter  House?— I have.  . tt  bhat  hou  were  for  that  sum  to  edit 

4J0S-  I'  ha5fib“dnfo  an  octa™  volume  by  the  Commission,  tb  such  an  amount 
works  at  a rate  fixed  ioi  an  _ . tl/at-  is>  ;n  factj  that  you  were  to  pro- 
as to  earn  the  right  volumes  octavo;  and  with  the  year  before  in 

dace  in  the  fust  two  yeais  e ^ vou  had  not  then  the  custody  of 

which  a similar  arrangement  exgs  , J J ought  to  have  produced 

the  Chapter  House  it »PP®  1 that^correlt  view  of  the  arrange- 
about  ,4  octavo  volumes  in  the  three  y*™- J-  j ^ ^ You  recollect  (be 
meet  ? I never  heaid  of ) h [hat  it  Was  stated  I was  to  be  employed 
order  by  which  l am  aPP°>n‘a  ' y ■ s;on  should  direct.  When  I was  first 
generally  °"?uchT”  that  new  older  the  printing  of  the  Parliamentary  writs  was 
called  into  action  und  . end  all  the  materials  which  I had  been  col- 

stopped  by  order  of  the  Commission  and  ah 1 the  mater  and  I was 

leefing  for  the  third  volume  remamed, .as  toe; f^stiU  ^ ^ ^ of  December 
not  allowed  to  go  to  Pr“s  *befy  In  November  or  December  1833  I went 

1833. two  years precedin  te  D b . ^ notbegin  t0  prfntunder  the  new 

press  with  the  oils  of  the  C Kg  ^ ^ eB]  loyed  upon  after  the  new  arrange- 
Srg?n  "king  and  perfectfng  the  collection  of  foreign  correspondence 

copies 

Soulr" 

all  the  work  I have  performed,  with  lists  of  Uamraupts . P“efP e and  you 

^deficiencies,  or  rectifying  an°y  inaccuracies  from 
th°43ei?T?e  foreign  correspondence  in  the  Tower,  was  the  first  work  you  were 

of  that  kind  was  mentioned  afterwards  at  a subseq  P ’ wantive  agreement; 
quite  incidentally,  and  recently ; it  never  made  any  par  “ ~f  labour 

I would  never  have  assented  to  it  for  this  reason,  you  nr  < ‘ Commission 
upon  any  work  of  the  kind  which  ought  to  be  produced  ^^^Xios^usefully 
cannot  be  estimated  by  mere  bulk  ; I might  also  have  been  ei  p y tQ  t ^ 
for- the  Commission,  from  that  day  till  the  present,  without  be  g aff^rded 

sheet  to  press.  The  security  to  the  public  against  any  waste : of  der8tand. 

by  the  committee  of  inspection,  and  the  reports  I make 1 to  the! m , y missioners 
ing  was,  that  those  reports  were  to  give  that  security.  On  j should 

0.33.  3 D 2 
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I should  be  happy  to  name,  said,  “ You  must  always  be  content  to  workver 
in  the  dark.”  I was  at  one  time  very  anxious  to  publish,  he  kept  me  ba  1 ^ 
said  you  must  be  content  to  work  in  the  dark.  And  I cannot  consent  totheC  ’ ^ 
sition  that  the  quantity  of  work  printed  is  the  standard  of  the  value  of  the 
or  of  the  labour  performed  for  the  Commission.  e 

4313.  What  do  you  mean  by  working  in  the  dark? — That  which  the  publi 

to  see;  that  a party  engaged  in  these  works  must  be  content  to  do  a gres^rl'38 
with  very  little  to  show.  I mention  these  circumstances  to  show  that  it  could  63 
have  entered  into  my  mind  to  engage  to  give  a specific  number  of  volumes  001 

4314.  Will  you  tell  us  chronologically,  what  other  work  you  have  done?— Th 
next  work  was  the  completion  of  those  materials,  founded  upon  a report  pre 

to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  in  November  1822,  in  order  to  e )■ 
the  nature  and  importance  of  the  ancient  Parliamentary  petitions,  as  materi  1 f'” 
the  constitution.  History  of  England : the  substance  of  it  was  contained3'  °F 
report  made  in  November  1822;  it  was  thought  of  some  curiosity  and  use  b 'V 
Commissioners  at  that  time,  and  I expected  it  would  have  been  published  bv  th 
Commissioners  in  a folio  volume,  as  Mr.  Caley’s  reports  were.  ^ he 

4315-  You  mean  a portion  of  a folio  volume? — Yes,  there  was  appended 
that  a copious  list  of  petitions,  and  I re-cast  it  in  the  interim  into  this  form  ° 

4316.  You  also,  in  the  interim,  printed  it  in  the  Quarterly  Review?— V 

I did.  ' xes> 

4317.  This  is  the  third  time  it  has  appeared  in  print? — Yes,  and  the  often 

any  historical  work  appears  in  print,  with  amendments  and  improvements  tlT 
better  for  the  public.  ’ e 

4318.  And  the  better  for  those  who  are  paid  three  times  over? — I was  not  paid 
three  times  over;  I was  not  paid  at  all  except  by  the  editor  of  the  review.  " 

43 1 9-  1)0  you  not  consider  it  as  payment,  if  it  is  part  of  the  work  done  for  your 
salary? — Not  quite  so,  because  the  records  are  now  added,  and  it  is  in  a new  form 
^4320.  You  mention  this  as  a part  of  the  work  you  have  done  for  that  salary?— 

4321.  Was  not  it  done  ten  years  before  ?— Yes,  it  was  delivered  in  as  part  of  the 

work  done.  r 

4322.  You  then  published  the  Curia  Regis?— There  are  other  things  before 
that.  In  the  next  place  I completed  the  collection  and  transcription  of  all  the 
writs  of  elections  and  returns  in  the  Tower,  at  least  so  far  as  they  were  produced 
to  me,  to  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  thereby  completing  the  history  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as.  far  as  the  records  in  the  Tower  extend.  That  was 
another  substantive  portion  of  work  done  under  the  new  arrangement.  I also 
finished  working  off'  the  sheets  of  the  second  volume  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 
of  which  the  printing  had  been  stopped  before  the  new  arrangement  began. 

4323.  When  was  that  done?— I think  that  must  have  been  done  in  the  years 

18 33  and  1834.  J 


4324-  When  were  your  labours  on  the  foreign  correspondence  at  the  Tower 
going  on  ? — Previously  to  November  1 833. 

4325.  But  in  the  year  1833  ? — Yes,  1 am  sure  they  were  previously  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1833,  say  previous  to  November  1833.  Then  the  next  thing  which 
I did,  or  rather  which  I am  employed  upon  now,  and  which  has  employed  me  from 
September  1 833  to  the  present  time,  has  been  the  collection  of  materials  for  the 
publication  of  inedited  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  Scotland,  documents 
which  have  been  passed  over  by  Rymer,  and  have  been  found  in  the  Chapter  House. 

4326.  Has  any  portion  been  published  ? — Not  published,  a portion  is  printed. 

43'27*  What  are  they  called  ? — Inedited  documents  relating  to  the  history  of 

Scotland. 

4328.  Have  you  got  them  here  ? — No,  the  volume  is  not  completed,  but  several 
of  the  sheets  are  printed.  It  is  to  those  documents  in  particular,  I would  call  your 
attention;  as  a reason  why  I should  not  think  it  expedient  to  be  tried  by  the  test 
of  the  mere  bulk  of  work  produced.  I hope  you  will  inspect  these  documents ; 
the  most  valuable  of  them  consisted  of  the  original  Petitions  of  Bruce  and  Baliol,  the 
claims  presented  on  behalf  of  those  Earls  of  Scotland,  and  a great  number  of  other 
documents  of  that  description,  were  in  such  a state  of  decay  that  I could  not  put  them 
in  the  hands  of  any  transcriber ; I was  compelled  to  transcribe  them  myself,  and  to 
collate  them  myself  several  times.  This  work  occupied  so  much  more  time  than  any 
copying  from  an  undefaced  record  could  possibly  have  done ; that  no  general  mea- 
sure 
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, ,4  u„  »ll  affnrded  bv  them,  only  a small  portion  of  the  volume  Sir  . 

SOre0^ht°nnCrbted^ ^and  the  completion  of  it,  though  it  will  be  very  small,  will 
haS  y ronsiderable  time,  and  hardly  be  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
occupy  con31  a T nl,hlished.  of  which  two  volumes  are  completed,  are  the 

your 


occupy  conn  have  published,  of  which  two  volumes  are  completed,  an 

TIT  flhe  Curia  Regis  1 in  those  there  is  a feature  to  which  I must  also  call 
rolls  of  the  C S roUs  j have  prefixed  a certificate  of  examination,  which  in 

attention.  t o d d under  which,  as  I conceive,  they  could  be 

any Confer  I think  that  if  a work  is  published  at  the 
exnense  it  ought  to  follow  as  a necessary  consequence,  that  it  should  in 
1’°,  s he  received  in  evidence  without  putting  parties  to  the  expense,  of  producing 
'“  •b  ^ documents.  I have  put  what  is  necessary  to  make  it  a certified  copy, 
''Vl'cto  not  think,  if  it  was  tendered  in  evidence,  it  could  be  refused  easily. 

“L"°  You  signature  is  printed  and  could  not  be  proved  ?-I  was  aware  of  that 
. 42f9but  X did  it  for  this  reason,  among  the  things  to  be  done,  I think  that  there 
to  be  an  Act  applied  for  enacting,  that  every  work  printed  by  the  Commis- 
founht  to  be  received  in  evidence,  and  this  certificate  would  form  the  ground 
ark  for  uch  an  application.  Besides  that,  I have  printed  three  volumes  of  the 
Trknt  calendars  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer,  of  which  the  text  is  here  com- 
?.  ed . the  indexes  are  in  the  press  and  the  prefaces  in  preparation.  I have 
besides  that  completed,  under  my  inspection,  planning  and  direction  though  not  by 
m 0wn  hands,  the  press  catalogues  of  all  assize  and  other  similar  rolls,  particularly 
S county  rolls  in  my  office,  and  some  other  portions  of  other  calendars  detailed 
t mv  report,  but  the  press  calendars  to  the  assize  and  county  rolls,  which  is 
» vere  important  one,  is  more  than  half  completed;  we  shall  complete  it  in  the 
Lree  of  the  year.  Besides  that,  I have  at  various  periods  done  small  things  for 
the  Commissioners,  transcribed  a chronicle  m the  town  clerk  s office,  and  had  a 
new  transcript  made  for  the  press.  I have  transcribed  an  account  of  he  ancient 
railds  and  prepared  queries  and  certain  papers  for  the  Commission,  the  last  of 
So  great  extent,  but  they  are  stated  in  the  reports  where  you  will  find  the  details. 

4530  Those  calendars  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Committee,  what  is  the 
utility  of  them  ?— The  utility  is  in  giving  you  an  entire  view  of  the  records  of  the 
cncient  treasury  of  the  Exchequer,  showing  the  manner  the  repository  was  fot  med  , 
the  calendars  show  that  it  contained  at  a former  period,  and  winch  will  form  the 
introduction  to  more  modern  calendars. 

4331.  Are  they  applicable  to  the  present  arrangement?— No,  they  are  not 

applicable  to  the  present  arrangement.  . 

4 002  What  is  the  utilitv,  as  an  introduction  to  calendars,  publishing  on  so  large 
a scale  calendars,  which  for  practical  purposes  are  now  useless  ?— Ancient  calen- 
dars of  this  description  have  been  thought  extremely  curious  : whenever  they  have 
occurred  on  the  continent  they  have  been  printed;  and  they  are  useful  in  many 

other  respects ; because  they  tell  you  where  the  different  documents  were  deposited 
they  tell  you  under  what  authority  they  were  deposited ; and  they  also  give  you 
very  extensive  information,  as  to  a great  number  of  things  which  exist  no  longer, 
and  the  contents  of  many  documents  in  the  office  which  still  exist , they  give 
you  the  indications  of  a great  number  of  things  now  lost.  It  has  been  generally 
considered,  in  diplomatic  studies,  of  importance  to  give  inventories  of  that  descnp- 
tion;  of  course  I have  called  them  calendars,  because  that  is  then  name  but 
besides  that,  in  the  second  and  third  volumes  you  will  find  very  curious  lists  of 
jewels,  relics  and  other  articles  of  value  deposited  there,  illustrative  of  the  man- 

ners  of  the  period.  _ _ , . . r , 

4333.  Has  it  not  been  a very  expensive  work  r— I know  nothing  of  the  expense ; 
there  are  wood-cuts  in  the  margin,  representing  the  signs  of  the  treasury  ; reading 
and  writing  were  then  very  rare  accomplishments,  and  instead  of  putting  the  name 
of  the  King  of  France  upon  the  box  containing  the  treaty,  they  put  a sign  of  a 
fleur-de-lis,  and  the  King  sent  his  messenger  to  the  sign.  In  one  case  i t0UI?d 
a very  curious  relic  of  that  kind  (of  which  there  is  a memorandum  m the  book) : 
in  3 Richard  2.  King  Richard  bought  a small  piece  of  property  at  Berkhamstead, 
and  there  is  a memorandum  in  the  calendar,  of  its  being  deposited  by  t e 01 
Treasurer  in  quodam  hanaperio.  Upon  examining  a bag  of  deeds,  a very  sma 
hanaper  came  out,  with  the  deeds  inside,  and  a small  label,  corresponding  wi 
the  entry  in  the  book  and  in  the  same  handwriting.  They  will  form  an  exceed- 
ingly curious  volume.  I ought  to  have  mentioned  one  thing  which  is  ot  importance 
as  to  the  publication  of  those  calendars : the  selection,  at  all  events,  was  not  mine  ; 
when  the  Commissioners  came  to  inspect  the  office,  they  directed  the  publica  ion 
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of  them,  you  will  find,  in  the  report  the  Commissioners  made  upon  my  offic 
when  1 took  possession,.  they  specially  directed  the  publication  of  those  calendar^ 
Mr.  Williams  Wynne  thought  them  of  very  considerable  value,  and  I believe  th’ 
suggestion  came  from  him: 

4334.  Those  calendars  have  been  printed  by  the  special  recommendation  of  th 
Commissioners? — Yes;  who  inspected  them,  and  saw  the  original  volumes. 

4335.  Were  those  guild  certificates  not.  copied  by  the  corporation  Commis 
sioners  ? — No;  they  had  no  kind  of  relation  to  the  corporation  inquiries. 

4336.  What  use  will  the  Record  Commission  make  of  them? — I thought  them 
curious;  they  were  not  known;  there  was  a particular  reason  for  collecting  them  • the 
greater  portion  were  made  in  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second  ; he  was  very  suspicious 
of  the  political  feelings  of  the  guilds  and  fraternities,  and  issued  a commission  to  in- 
quire into  them.  I am  sure  you  are  exercising  a sound  discretion  in  asking  these 
questions,  and  I shall  never  hesitate  to  answer  them  ; but  in  all  matters  of  this  de- 
scription, hardly  any  two  persons  will  agree  upon  what  is  valuable ; every  man  has 
his  opinion.  There  are  two  or  three  main  lines  of  inquiry,  but  to  a certain  degree  thev 
are  conflicting  ; there  is  one  set  of  inquirers,  one  very  numerous  and  respectable 
that  attach  themselves  to  genealogy,  heraldry  and  county  history  ; you  have  another 
class,  that  attach  themselves  to  the  manners  and  customs,  and  to  objects  of  special 
antiquarianism ; you  have  others,  who  think  of  constitutional  subjects  and  leval 
antiquities,  all  of  considerable  importance ; and  you  will  perhaps  find  a fourth  who 
think  that  general  historical  inquiries  resulting  from  chronicles,  for  instance,  are  of 
more  importance  than  those  special  branches  ; if  you  take  any  one  man  from  any 
one  of  those  four  classes,  he  will  not  attach  much  value  to  the  materials  of  the 
three  other  lines ; not  think  such  inquiries  are  so  conflicting  as  some  people  do  • 
I am.  giving  the  opinion  of  other  persons. 

4337.  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  Chapter  House,  when  appointed  keeper  of 
it  ? — Extremely  neglected. 

4338.  Were  the  records  in  a proper  state,  as  regards  their  preservation  ?— As 
far  as  the  keeper  could  do  it,  the  records  of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  the  Curia  Re<ns, 
the  King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas  and  all  the  assize  rolls  were,  generally 
speaking,  in  tolerably  good  preservation  as  against  damp ; they  were  not  injured 
by  damp  or  want  of  care,  but  they  were  very  much  injured  by  the  dirt  and 
dust,  particularly  the  ends.  They  were  exposed  to  the  air,  in  open  presses, 
where  many  still  are,  and  they  were  neglected,  for  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
them  clean.  Some,  which  I suppose  were  too  near  the  wall,  were  affected  by 
damp. 

4339.  what  state  is  the  arrangement? — According  to  the  different  classes  of 
the  records  of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  in  strict  chronological  arrangement,  the  assize 
rolls  and  the  county  rolls  topographically  and  chronologically  ; the  counties,  by 
themselves,  make  one  each,  arranged  alphabetically  and  chronologically ; and  those 
are  very  frequently  resorted  to,  and  could  be  found  when  wanted.  Then,  besides 
that,  there  was  an  arrangement  in  bags  of  miscellaneous  records,  relating  to 
counties ; that  arrangement  was  a very  ancient  one.  It  appears  to  have  been  as 
ancient  as  the  office,  and  it  is  not  very  inexpedient,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  important  records,  but  it  is  extremely  destructive  to  the  seals. 

4340.  Have  you  adopted  an  entirely  new  arrangement  ? — I have  begun  a new 
arrangement,  as  far  as  I can  carry  it  into  operation,  but  any  efficient  arrangement 
must  depend  upon  the  liberality  of  Government  in  paying  for  binding. 

4341 . What  has  the  Commission  allowed  for  this  work  ? — They  have  not  allowed 
any  thing  for  the  work  of  arrangement,  as  such,  but  they  have  made  an  arrangement 
by  which  a clerk  is  allowed  an  extra  sum  for  extra  hours. 

4342.  The  Treasury  allow  200 Z.  a year? — The  Treasury  allow  the  different 
sums  mentioned  in  the  return. 

- 4343-  Can  you  state  what  has  been  expended  in  this  work  of  arrangement  r — 
Not  distinguished  from  any  other  part  of  the  expense ; but  I do  not  consider  that 
any  effective  arrangement  can  be  made  till  the  greater  part  of  them  are  cleaned 
and  bound,  and  placed  in  pasteboard  boxes,  and  to  ask  for  any  increased  means 
till  the  Commissioners  or  the  Treasury  have  decided  whether  they  shall  be  bound 
or  not,  would  be  useless.  Some  of  the  most  curious  and  important  records  in  the 
office  are  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Star  Chamber,  bills,  answers  and  deposi- 
tions, and  similar  proceedings  of  the  Court  .of  Requests,  and  these  are  merely  tied 
up  in  bundles,  which  contain  papers  and  parchments  of  all  sizes.  It  would  be 

impossible 
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...  to  use  them  without  having  them  flattened  out  and  bound;  they  con-  ImnchS'Pa,F„e. 
'sfllTalayP any  general  estimate  of  the  l6  May  .*36, 

to  read  tin  from  that  letter,  winch  » 

Ses’ed  to  Mr.  Spearman. 

9 March  1836. 

I S,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yomletter  of  the  fith  £ 

U“di”g'd1?tanlhtoSTolrable  board  with  a return,  showing  what  .proportion : of  the 

requested  to  i uinisn  y )lov„  i,ppn  executed  and  what  proportion  remains  yet  to  be  done, 

»*  “ ■WSfurt ^’estaaX?cantfomed  of  tie  probable  expense  that  would  be 

being  most  fit  to  be  cleaned,  rep  The  subject  matter  and  nature  of  the 

A.  poHU»  —g  to  be 

performed : that  is  to  say, 

I.  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Reals  Kmg's  Bench  Common  P^as,  ^gSg*** 

th 

These  rolls  are  composed  of  membranes 

fc“n0tcSrqSce' omel  feing  formed  into  this  iape  the  lower  ends  and  edges 

of thT membranes  a)e  very  liable  to  exposed  in  open 

Many  of  the  rolls  are  very  dirty,  in  eonsequence > ot  then  algo  ^ been  often 

presses,  and  the  covers  are  ragged  and  torn,  whenever  ^decomposition  once  begins  in 

affected  by  damp  : and  it  must  be  remar  > drv-rot  and  the  process  of  decomposi- 

paper  or  parchment,  it  continues  to  creep  o _ require  to  be  unstitched  and  taken  to 
into  rolls,  and  cohered ; and  when  completed,  to  be 

placed  in  boxes  or  cases  of  pasteboard.  on 

Completed  as  above  mentioned,  or  now  in  tire  hands  of  the  tarde^abou^ 87  HMU 
Remaining  to  be  done  - - - 

II.  Post  Mortem  Inquisitions,  Henry  VIII.  to  Charles  II. 

These  are  ingrossed  upon  skins  of  ^^coveilZl  other  protection  against 

merely  *ung  mgether  on  the  flle.  Jhese  have  a, so 

These  documents  require  to  be  cleaned,  pressed,  sized  and  bound  in  volumes. 

Bundles  of  Inquisitions  repaired  and  bound,  or  in  the  binder’s  hands  - 3* 

Remaining  to  be  bound  - 

HI.  Orders,  Decrees,  Minutes  and 
of  the  Privy  Council,  commonly  called  the  Court  ot  wmtenan, 

Henry  VII.  to  Charles  II.  , . .t_-  ,ffi„p 

These  are  contained  in  paper  books  of  dlfferentsizes ; they  were  eposuJ  gtated  t0 
by  virtue  of  an  order  of  council  under  the  sign  manual,  ‘Y73  > Majesty’s  Palace 
have  been  with  other  documents  also  removed  » m cert* m rooms , m S«  Majesty  f 

at  Westminster,  in  the  possession  of  the  Ushei  of  the  Several  of  the  volumes  had 

here  in  a state  of  decay,  they  have  become  worse  and  worse.  Several  of  tbev  &nd 

fallen  out  of  their  bindings,  and  were  dropping  to  pieces  and  the  pages  were 
crumbling  away ; they  require  to  be  inlaid,  repaired,  sized  and  bound.  _ 

Volumes  repaired  and  bound,  as  above  mentioned,  principally  large  ^ _ xg0 

V olumes,  principally  of  a smaller  size,  remaining  to  be  done 

r 1 J IV.  Proceedings 
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IV.  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber,  Bills,  Answers,  Interroe-atorio  it 

• tions,  8tc.  ° s’  ^eposi- 

The  bills  and  answers,  interrogatories,  depositions,  &c.  are  upon  parchment 
the  depositions  and  exhibits  often  upon  paper.  They  are  tied  up  in  bundles  wfth^01’ 
covers  or  fastenings,  and  are  very  dirty,  in  consequence  of  having  been  exposed  to  th°Ut^ 
open  presses,  and  are,  altogether,  in  a state  in  which  they  can  neither  be  used  nor  16  a'r'n 
with  safety  or  convenience ; the  bundles,  when  untied,  offering  only  a heap  of  j0Consu^ed 
branes  and  leaves  of  unequal  sizes,  and  often  ragged,  crumpled°and  torn.  1 °Se  mei*- 
These  documents  require  to  be  cleaned,  sized,  pressed  and  bound  in  volumes  • tl 
tend  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  to  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  ' ’ l“ey  ex~ 

Of  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  as  many  have")  . .. 
been  bound,  &c.  as  compose  - - - - - -j  ° *°‘10  volumes. 

Remaining  to  be  bound,  as  many  documents  as  will  make  about  20  

(The  subsequent  reigns  have  not  been  calculated.) 

V.  Treaties  and  Diplomatic  Instruments,  Papal  Bulls,  Privy  Seals,  Privy  Sionels  P • 

tions  to  the  Council,  Charters  and  Grants,  Documents  relating  to  the  ancient'contin  m 
possessions  of  the  British  Crown,  Accounts  of  the  Revenues  of  Crown  Lands,  Invento  ' 1 
Goods,  Surveys  of  the  Royal  Palaces,  Ministers’  Accounts,  foreign  and  domestic  sf  ? 
Correspondence  ; all  of  various  dates,  from  Henry  III.  to  Charles  I.  ’ ta  e 

The  greater  part  of  these  very  valuable  documents  have  been  exceedingly  injured  h 
damp,  dirt  and  neglect.  Some  of  the  most  curious  are  crumbling  into  dust.  They  h ^ 
neither  covers  nor  any  other  protection  against  further  injury,  and  are  generally'so  crumnU 
ragged,  loose  and  torn,  that  they  cannot  be  consulted  with  convenience  or  safety  Th  ’ 
documents,  to  which  seals  are  appendant,  require  to  be  cleaned  and  sized,  and  placed^ 
cases,  tucks,  solanders,  or  other  covers  best  adapted  to  their  size  and  form  • the  ofh  W 
require  to  be  cleaned,  sized,  and  bound  in  volumes.  ’ ners 

Bound  and  placed  in  cases  as  above  g8 

No  accurate  estimate  can  be  formed  at  present  of  the  number  remaining  to  be  done  and 
the  documents  with  seals  differ  very  much  in  size  and  nature,  and  consequently  as  to  thp 
manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  disposed  of.  J 

As  far  as  I can  make  an  estimate  from  the  expense  hitherto  incurred,  I should  think  that 
it  will  require  at  least  7,000 1.  more  to  bind,  clean  and  repair  the  remaining  documents  be- 
longing  to  the  five  classes  already  began.  Of  the  large  sums  which  have  been  voted  to  the 
Record  Commission  for  binding,  not  above  400  /.,  if  so  much,  has  been  appropriated  to  this 
office  from  the  first  beginning  of  the  Commission  to  the  present  time.  The  favourite  offices 
of  the  late  Mr.  Caley  were,  the  Augmentation  office  and  the  Rolls,  and  upon  these  offices 
and  subsequently  upon  the  records  brought  from  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  office  the 
monies  granted  have  been  expended  ; hence  arises  the  magnitude  of  the  sum  now  required. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  outlay,  I can  assure  their  Lordships  that  there  is  no 
medium  whatever  between  making  the  needful  expenditure,  and  abandoning  the  records  to 
decay  and  destruction,  and  that  the  longer  the  requisite  processes  are  delayed,  the  greater 
will  be  the  expense  ultimately  to  be  incurred. 

In  their  present  state,  the  great  majority  can  neither  be  preserved  nor  arranged,  nor  even 
consulted.  ° 

The  importance  of  the  classes  hereinbefore  specified  is  sufficiently  apparent,  from  the 
mere  enumeration  of  them  ; and  if  properly  bound  and  put  in  order,  they  will  constitute  a 
collection  secondary  only  to  those  in  the  British  Museum  in  value  and  importance. 

Much  has  been  said  upon  the  expedience  of  erecting  a general  repository  for  our  ancient 
records,  but  the  first  and  most  important  step  is  to  do  the  needful  for  the  preservation  of 
the  records  themselves.  All  that  is  required  at  present  is  a temporary  repository,  into  which 
the  records  may  be  drafted  as  they  are  bound.  The  presses  lately  erected  in  this  office  are 
susceptible  of  removal ; and,  if  in  the  new  buildings  intended  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
a ew  100ms  could  be  spared  for  the  reception  of  such  presses,  this  arrangement  would  effect 
all  that  is  now  really  required  in  the  way  of  building. 

It  is  not  one  of  the  least  recommendations  of  the  plan  of  previously  binding  the  records 
betoie  erecting  a general  office,  that  their  bulk  is  much  reduced  by  this  operation,  and  that 
the  space  required  for  stowage  can  be  calculated  with  greater  accuracy. 

t c°”imu.n*cat'n"  tWs  letter  to  the  Record  Commissioners  in  my  report, 

1 added  the  following  observations  : 

I have  not  yet  received  any  reply  from  the  Treasury,  but  I trust  that  their  Lordships  will 
not  retuse  an  expenditure  by  which  alone  the  records  of  this  repository  can  be  rendered 
useful,  or  preserved  from  destruction. 

The  Board  will  observe,  that  the  preceding  estimate  does  not  include  the  expense  of 
cleaning,  repairing- and  binding  the  Star  Chamber  proceedings  of  the  reigns  of  Queen  Mary, 
Queen  Elizabeth,  James  I.  and  Charles  I.,  and  it  is  likewise  exclusive  of  the  expense  of 
repairing,  &c.  the  bills  of  Privy  Signet  and  Privy  Seal,  Henry  VIII.  to  Charles  I.  the 
accounts  and  depositions,  and  correspondence  of  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries,  the  chiro- 
graphs of  fines.  Hen.  III.  to  Geo.  II.,  and  the  Pell  Rolls,  and  other  revenue  rolls  of  the 
Court  ot  hvchequer,  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  Crown  revenues,  all  of  which  it  is 

very 
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i • i in  order  though  the  necessity  is  not  quite  so  urgent  as 

very  «Ped“  the  ^severed  classes  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  the  Treasury ; end  I cannot 
with  respect  to  the  se  tbem  t less  than  ti)e  further  sum  of  7.000 1. 

estimate  the  Evince  toestimfte  what  may  be  required  for  binding  in  the  other  record 

This  is  not  f XTeut  to  observe,  that  in  this  repository  alone  it  far  exceeds  any  funds 

repositories,  it  “ suu‘  ‘ , t th  ir  disposal;  and  that  unless  the  binding,  &c.  be 

tSmed  of  the  general  business  of  the  public 

service,  it  will  ■“£>*  highly  ex  pedient  that  the  Board  should  communicate  with 

It  would,  tumeroie,  ^ & g-ect  soma  permanent  arrangement. 

,he  Treasury  on  the  subjecit  ^ ^1  t,Je  Board  should  be  anthormed  to  depute 

In  such  arrangement  d al  the  worhBhops  of  the  binders  employed  by  the 

some  at  an4  P'opf  fhe  purpose  of  directing  and  superintending  the  workmen.  Mr.  Charles 
stationery  office,  “ t£is  purpose  at  the  binder’s,  but  he  is  thereby  compelled  to  absent 

Devon  now  attend,  “ “ P ^ and  su(jh  superi„tendence  is  a doty  which,  if  the  bind- 
““be  cSd on upon the  require  scale,  will  afford  full  and  constant  employment  for  one 

individual. 

32  March  1836. 

1 ■ . e Have  you  not  been  making  continual  representations  to  the  board  to  afford 
you  further  facilities  in  youroffice  to  remove  certain  obstructions  r— Do  you  mean 

0T46i0No  VmeanlSes  to  searches  ?-I  removed  all  obstacles  in  my  office 
as  toon  as  I ’came  ; I had  no  necessity  to  apply  to  them  for  authority,  possessing 

representation,  as  to  the  building  ?-I  made  several 
4347-  y j , . ^ink  jn  a very  definite  way;  there  is  a vaulted 

representation  but  I do  Brttok  a*  d to  J when  I came  to  the 

PSS  ,n?tbat  portion  might  be  altered,  so  at  to  form  a good  office,  and  it  was 
°ffi  pvpd  bv  thePBoard  of°  Works,  they  found  the  expenses  too  large ; alterations 
St  tve\een  made,  but  at  an  ’expense  that  the  Board  of  Works  or  the  Treasury 
did  not  think  fit  to  entertain  ; they  complied  with  my  request  to  have  the  bui  mg 

Sf/’m  S“]  SSSed  to  the  Committee  that  while  you  were 
unde?  this  engagement  to  the  Commission  you  acted  as  a corporation  commis- 
sioner  did  you  consider  the  holding  those  two  appointments  upon  commissions 
under  Government  compatible? — Most  certainly.  . 

4349.  Did  not  the  time  occupied  in  your  duties  as  a coipor^commMj1^ 
interfere  with  tiie  discharge  of  your  other  duties  t—  Most  certainly  not , if  you  wish 
for  any  details  upon  the  subject  I can  give  them,  subject  to  correction  from  my 

'ep«50.  I wish  for  them  ? — You  recollect  the  stipulation  in  my  retainer .by  the 
Commissioners  ; in  the  first  place  I must  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  .that  unde 
the  former  Commission  there  was  no  stipulation  as  to  the  quantity  of  time  » 
to  give;  I received  in  proportion  to  the  work  and  labour  performed,  and  no  slip 
Won  as  to  time  was  made,  but  having  the  stimulus  of  turning  the  whole i of  my 
time  to  account  I did  employ  the  whole  of  my  time,  and  to  such  ail  extent  that 
I never  made  any  vacation  until  1833,  for  when  I went  into  the  country 
were  taken  with  me.  The  only  employment  that  took  me  off  for  a time  was  smal 
Parliamentary  business  as  a barrister  to  a trifling  amount;  I employed  my  whole 
time  in  the  service  of  the  Record  Commission,  because  the  remuneration  was  such 
as  made  it  worth  while  in  the  whole.  When  the  negotiations  for  the  new  ariange 
ments  were  going  on,  I stated  amongst  other  things  that  I would  not  °fl“  “y 
reduction,  but  if  they  chose  to  put  me  under  duress,  and  compel  me  to  accept 
terms,  I should  do  so  ; but  if  I did  it,  I should  do  it  under  such  a reservation  as 
should  enable  me  to  give  the  Parliamentary  Session  to  Parliamentary  busmens  as 
a barrister,  that  was  the  employment  I had  most  immediately  before  me  at  the 
time ; the  secretary  and  myself  considered  in  consultation  at  the  time,  and  1 trunk 
some  of  the  other  Commissioners  also,  in  what  form  my  retainer  could  he  best 
worded,  so  as  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  such  reservation,  and  it  was  worded  m me 
form  which  you  will  find  it ; now  in  making  that  stipulation  with  the  Commissioners, 
I considered  I was  dealing  with  a body  of  gentlemen,  and  if  the  woik  was  an  - ' 
honourably  performed  they  would  give  me  that  kind  of  accommodation  ia  - 
spirit  of  the  agreement  required ; for  instance,  that  if  in  the  course  ot  12  m 
or  18  months  a quantity  of  work  was  fairly  performed,  the  peculiar  era  01  pel 
at  which  it  was  performed  was  of  no  consequence,  but  I expiess  y ieserv 
0.33.  3 e 
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myself  the  employment  of  so  much  time  as  I have  mentioned.  My  employm? 
in  the  Municipal  commission  began  in  September  1833;  from  September  t 
December  i 833  my  attendance  was  at  Guildhall  from  one  till  four  or  five  o’clock-^ 
I attended  the  preceding  part  of  the  day  at  the  Tower  or  the  Chapter  House,  and 
made  memoranda  of  my  attendances  ; then  the , commission  sat,  and  durin 
the  time  of  the  public  sittings  at  Guildhall ; I used  to  go  to  the  Chapter  House 
between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  which  I had  opened  for  me  ; I used  to  take 
papers  home  in  the  evening,  and  after  I was  appointed  keeper  I occasionally  took 
a record  home  with  me,  keeping  it  in  my  own  personal  custody,  in  a tin  box  locked- 
the  sittings  closed  in  March,  and  there  has  been  no  other  time  given,  except  what 
I gave  in  the  evening,  till  we  resumed  our  sittings  for  a month  in  September  and 
October  1 834,  and  afterwards  occasional  attendances  at  the  board.  But  that  after 
all  is  not  the  question ; the  question  is  not  as  to  the  quantity  of  time  I did  so  employ 
in  the  Municipal  commission;  I might  have  employed  the  time  in  running  about 
the  country  if  I had  chosen ; the  question  is  whether  I have  given  the  Record 
Commission  time  and  sufficient  work  for  the  money  received. 

4351.  The  question  is  whether  an  agreement  which  could  have  admitted  of 
your  taking  upon  yourself  such  a business  as  that  of  a Municipal  commissioner 
and  under  the  Record  Commissioners  is  one  in  which  the  public  has  been  fairly 
dealt  by  ? — That  must  depend  upon  the  quantity  of  attention  given  to  their 
business. 

4352.  The  work  upon  which  you  were  engaged  during  the  Corporation  com- 
mission was  at  the  Tower? — No,  it  was  at  the  Chapter  House,  the  Curia  Regis. 

4353.  Were  not  you,  during  the  time  you  were  a Corporation  commissioner 
occupied  upon  some  of  that  specific  business  respecting  the  foreign  correspondence 
at  the  Tower,  and  the  transcribing  of  the  writs  to  Parliament? — No,  only  to  a very 
small  extent ; the  transcription  of  writs  went  on  in  March  or  April,  but  the  foreign 
correspondence  was  completed  I think  before  August;  I then  went  abroad  for 
a month,  and  returned  to  the  Corporation  commission,  and  then  the  rolls  of  the 
Curia  Regis  began. 

4354.  The  time  you  remained  at  the  Tower  during  those  sittings  of  the  Cor- 
poration commission  was  very  small  ? — About  three  hours  a day,  when  I went 
there. 

4355.  On  an  average  about  three  hours  a day  at  the  Tower? — Yes. 

4356.  During  the  sittings  of  the  Corporation  commission?  — No,  from  that 
time  I went  less  and  less  to  the  Tower,  and  more  to  the  Chapter  House;  I re- 
moved half  my  establishment  of  clerks  to  the  Chapter  House  in  September  1833, 
to  go  on  with  the  Curia  Regis. 

4357.  Up  to  that  time  the  Corporation  commission  did  not  begin?— Yes, it 
began  in  the  middle  of  September ; I have  memorandums  by  which  I can  give 
them.  I cannot  charge  my  memory  with  details,  but  in  October  the  Curia  Regis 
rolls  began,  and  in  September  I removed  two  of  my  clerks  to  the  Chapter  House, 
to  have  them  there  near  me.  I lived  in  Duke-street,  and  they  went  to  work  upon 
them  whilst  I was  sitting  as  a Corporation  commissioner,  and  no  work  of  any 
importance  has  since  been  done  by  me  at  the  Tower,  except  the  completion  of  the 
Parliamentary  Writs  has  been  done  since  that  time.  I was  appointed  to  the 
Chapter  House  in  April  1 834,  and  since  that  time  I have  been  uninterruptedly 
employed  at  the  Chapter  House.  I reported  to  the  Commission,  when  I withdrew 
my  clerks  from  the  Tower  wholly. 

43.r,8.  You  mean  to  state  that  your  employment  as  a Corporation  commissioner, 
cannot  have  been  inconsistent  with  your  duties  as  a sub- Commissioner,  under  the 
Record  Commission,  because  you  have  supplied  the  same  amount  of  work  as  you 
had  considered  yourself  bound  to  supply  ? — Yes,  I have  so  done.  If  instead  of 
taking  the  employment  as  a Corporation  commissioner,  I had  chosen  to  amuse 
myself  by  going  into  the  country,  I might  have  done  so.  I took  no  more  time  for 
the  Corporation  commission,  for  which  I was  remunerated,  than  I should  have 
been  entitled  to  take  under  the  terms  of  my  agreement,  such  as  any  employment 
at  the  bar,  or  reading  at  home  for  my  own  amusement,  I took  no  more  time  for 
my  employment  under  the  Corporation  commission,  than  I should  have  taken  it 
I had  been  enabled  to  get  into  business  and  employed  myself  during  the  Par- 
liamentary session  as  a barrister ; and  in  1 834  and  1 835  I made  no  vacation, 
because  I took  my  papers  into  the  country. 

4359.  You  were  editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs? — Yes.  , 
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Tn  the  course  of  this  work,  have  you  found  that  your  labours  were  per- 
43U  ■ uSed  by  the  want  of  arrangement  ex, sting  in  the  record  office  ?- 
Pe“  ^ ’Ser  dedine  answering  that  question  altogether ; you i will  excuse  me 
J would  rath  ‘ . h{  to  °aU  upon  a person  in  my  situation  to  say  what 

saymg  thai  rt  y Jns  . jf  y0u  press  me  to  the  question,  I must  answer  it. 

a^nCed  under  the  Record  Commission,  I do  not  think  it  delicate  to  make 
Being  employed  persons  employed  upon  records ; a person  holding  a con- 

remarks  here sup  * p ^ h;  P_.  Jf  flf  his  opp0rtunities  to  make  remarks  upon 

and  I think  the  good  to  the  public  will  be  more  from  my  refusing  to  answer 

ttoD  S dAsUs™fdtorgunte^ the  Record  Commission,  did  you  find  the  want  of 
436  ent  denrivedyou  of  your  materials  or  impeded  you?— Certainly  ; if  the 
arrangements ^had  been  mad/more  perfect  I should  have  had  more  materials  at 

my  C,rmDodTOU  think  that  your  work  has  been  the  less  perfect  in  consequence  of 
notl  Wiethe  materials  tL  existed  ready  to  your  hands  ?-Yes;bu  my  wo  k 
"sofa  peculiar  nature,  and  the  Commissioners,  with  their  powers,  could  not  have 

^Doef^Sat  show  the  impolicy  of  publishing  the  works  till  abetter 

,he4ma4terials  for  which  lie  scattered  about,  in  the  present  want  of  arrangement  1 
.1  0fflCes  the  Commission  is  always  liable  to  obstacles  that  anse  iom  ' 

' Yes  bu\  if  you  wait  till  a complete  arrangement  is  made,  human  life  could  not 

i&Ssss&si&sssm 

I 

ruen  I have  taken  them  from  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  I have  found  that  they 
have8 turned  out  much  better  for  business  than  those  educated  at  any  ot  e 

SC  4366.  Will  you  state  your  opinion  of  the  record  offices,  and  the necessity  for 
_ 43  1 office  1 — Though  I believe  the  erection  of  a general  office  would  be 

a thins  of  great  ornament,  still  I think  that  considering  only  a limited  sum  can  be 
afforded  for  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  it  would  be  better  m the  first  '“stance 
that  the  Government  should  grant  what  they  are  disposed  to  do  for  binding,  cleaning 
aM  renaMng  the  records  in  the  present  offices,  and  then  carry  them  in  a perfect 
state  into  the  new  office,  rather  than  building  at  once  and  carrying  them  in,  in  an  1m 
Sect  state.  As  I have  said  in  my  letter  to  the  Treasury,  they  will  be  reduced 
hito  a much  smaller  bulk  and  be  susceptible  of  a better  arrangement.  It  would  be 
expedient  in  the  first  place  for  Government  to  grant  whatever  may  be  “ecessary 'to 
bind  and  preserve  the  records  in  the  present  offices,  and  then  to  draft  them  1 to 
a general  office  and  anv  money  expended  in  the  erection  of  a general  office,  before 
tha^process  Of  binding ^s  completed,  would  net  be  laid  out  to  so  much  advantage 

aSf367PA?fyouTJtaof  "opinion  the  building  of  a general  record  office  is  a matter 
of  the  greatest  Importance  1— -No ; I consider  such  an  officer would  be an  c >™ament, 
in  a national  point  of  view  it  would,  but  not  very  important  in  a piactical  point  ot 

SS.  Not  for  searching  ?— No,  the  number  of  searchers  is  so  small. 

4369.  Nor  for  the  security  of  the  documents  ?— Yes,  for  security,  I should 
correct  myself  there,  though  the  Tower  is  secure,  and  some  other  offices. 

4370.  Are  not  the  offices  dark  and  incommodious,  and  are  there  means  foi  a 
proper  arrangement ?— They  might  be  bound  and  transferred  to  a sate  stole 
house  till  the  whole  were  bound. 


Sir 

Francis  Palg> 


16  May  1836. 
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Mercurii , 18°  die  Mail,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Mr.  Pusey. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.  Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.  ] Dr.  Bowring. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Joseph  Parkes , Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

Joseph  Par/ccs, Esq.  437 1.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  a Solicitor? — I am. 

4372.  I believe  you  have  also  paid  a good  deal  of  attention  to  historical 

18  May  1836.  literature  ? — I have,  in  some  degree. 

4373.  In  your  professional  capacity  have  you  ever  had  any  occasion  to  search 
the  records  in  record  offices  ? — Frequently. 

4374.  In  what  offices  ? — The  Rolls  'Chapel  and  the  Hanaper  Office,  the 

Chancery  Offices,  and  occasionally  in  the  Tower  ; but  I used  to  do  it  generally 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Illingworth  in  the  Tower.  J 

4375.  Are  the  records  in  those  offices  properly  accessible  to  searches  ? I do 

not  think  that  they  are,  under  the  present  regulations. 

4376.  Of  what  do  you  think  that  searchers  have  a right  to  complain  I 
think  they  have  a great  right  to  complain  of  the  want  of  personal  access  to  the 
indexes  to  make  the  searches,  and  the  heavy  charges  for  searches,  particularly 
at  the  Rolls  Chapel ; and  that  they  have  some  right  to  complain  of  the  expense 
of  the  transcripts.  I speak  particularly  with  reference  to  the  Rolls  Chapel, 
which  I consider  to  contain  important  records,  connected  with  a great  many 
public  and  private  rights,  connected  with  the  property  of  the  country,  and  with 
municipal  rights  especially. 

4377.  Have  you  ever  experienced,  in  your  professional  practice,  or  known 
your  own  clients  or  other  parties  incur  great  expense  or  delay,  or  doubt  and 
inconvenience,  caused  by  the  inaccessibility  of  the  records  ? — I have  known 
very  great  expense  incurred.  I have  had  cases  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
connected  with  the  charters  of  one  or  two  boroughs,  in  which  the  first  and 
original  proof  of  the  charter  is  accompanied  with  considerable  expense,  as  we 
are  obliged  to  produce  office  copies,  and  also  accurate  translations  of  them,  the 
cost  of  which  is  very  considerable.  I have  also  had  occasion  to  perceive  the 
inconvenience  of  not  being  able  to  procure  a partial  extract  of  a record.  I 
have  known  cases  connected  with  moduses  and  tithes,  and  manorial  rights,  and 
rights  of  manors,  for  which  we  have  only  wanted  particular  extracts,  and  I 
believe  the  general  doctrine  of  the  offices  is,  that  you  must  take  the  whole  and 
not  any  extract.  We  are  therefore  put  to  the  expense  of  full  copies. 

4378.  Reference  is  constantly  obliged  to  be  had,  in  suits  at  law  and  equity, 
to  original  records,  in  cases  relating  to  pedigrees,  to  ancient  rights  to  property, 
to  tolls,  fairs  and  to  tithes  ? — And  also  to  records  of  former  Chancery  decrees ; 
a great  deal  of  very  necessary  and  important  information  is  frequently  derived 
from  the  records  of  equity.  Decrees,  of  former  Chancellors  and  very  im- 
portant documents  exist  in  the  Enrolment  Offices  of  Chancery. 

4379>  And  reference,  in  those  equitable  and  legal  proceedings,  is  a matter  of 
every  day’s  occurrence? — Yes. 

4380.  The  inaccessibility  of  them,  and  the  doubt  and  difficulty  that  exist  in 
the  searches,  is  a matter  of  every  day’s  annoyance  and  mischief  to  the  suitors, 
is  it  not? — Yes;  I should  say  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the  matter  of 
expense,  because  I think  there  is  great  facility  in  regard  to  time  in  discovering 
them  ; for  example,  I have  never  been  to  the  Rolls,  in  which,  in  the  coarse  of 
half  an  hour,  if  I knew  about  the  date,  that  I was  not  informed  whether  the 
required  record  was  in  the  office  ; and  if  it  was  in  the  office,  I have  always  been 
struck  with  the  remarkable  Facility  with  which  it  was  produced,  and  the  perfect 
state  in  which  it  appeared.  This  is  remarkable  in  that  office. 

4381.  In 
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„ r„  affecting  ancient  municipal  rights  this  inconvenience  is  felt?—  J„lph  Part,,,  Es,. 

438'-  , ■ and  I should  sav  the  majority  of  the  governing  charters  of  the  — 

Very  »“ch  ’ „til  lately ; that  few  of  the  inhabitants  in  any  of  the  bo-  18  May  1836. 

“>«?  "nneared to  have  been  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  their  last  governing 

roughs  app®  , the  more  ancient  charters.  I do  not  say  what  proportion, 

charteJ;, -flame  proportion  of  the  governing  charters  of  the  towns  were  secrets 

h“  ,a  toronah  chests  in  the  custody  of  the  town-clerks.  In  some  of  the  towns 

]n  the  boioug  were  rinted  in  others  it  was  altogether  a matter  of  uncer- 

tb?fvwhether they  were  existing  ; and  I do  not  know,  with  few  exceptions,  any 
tainty  of  charters  of  any  borough  ; but  they  are  all  matters  of  record  m 

f "foils  from  a certain  date,  and  the  early  charters,  before  Richard  3,  are  in  the 
m i?  Another  important  subject,  in  regard  to  the  towns  is  the  old  tolls 
I maioritv  of  which  are  in  the  Tower.  Tolls  taken  in  respect  of  stalkge  and 
the  m»Jonty  . t are  matters  of  very  frequent  litigation  in  the  Court  of 
Bench  and  they  are  very  valuable  records ; also  the  rights  to  rivers  are 
matters  of  very  frequent  occurrence. 
ao82.  Manerial  rights  r — ies. 

Ts  it  not  your  opinion  that  a great  deal  of  litigation  would  be  prevented 
tl  J'v  access  was  afforded  to  these  sources  of  information  r— I think  much 
lf.T.  be  prevented  ; and  one  of  the  most  useful  objects  of  the  Record  Com- 

Inn  instead  of  their  more  expensive  works,  would  have  been  tile  printing 
“f  t e indexes  of  the  several  offices.  Such  a publication  would  have  been  very 
,lfnl  and  saved  great  expense  to  the  searchers,  and  we  never  knew  any  reason 
V W the  indexes  should  not  have  been  printed  of  such  as  were  prepared  ; and 
M ere  not  prepared,  why  they  should  not  have  been  made,  lhe  expense  of 
Si  the  Rolls  is  very  expensive ; it  is  1 s.  a year.  We  can  compound  for 
flWe  have  not  the  liberty  of  searching  ourselves.  The  officer  searches, 
anil  although  I have  no  doubt  that  the  officer,  from  habit,  is  a perfect  searcher , 
it  is  not  the  most  satisfactory  way  in  which  a professional  man  can  ascertain 
whether  there  is  or  not  a document ; for  instance  m searching  parish  regis- 
tries we  cannot  always  send  a clerk  to  search,  because  we  know  that,  not 
having  a very  responsible  situation,  he  may  be  negligent  or  careless,  and  that 
he  Will  not  search  twice.  I have  made  searches  in  parish  registers  myself  at 
very  great  inconvenience,  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  was  no  record,  and  to 
Drove  it  in  person.  If  an, accurate  index  was  published  of  all  the  valuable 
public  records,  it  would  be  of  much  advantage  to  the  profession.  A great  num- 
ber of  usurpations  would  also  be  prevented,  because  the  public  in  the  country, 

Jndinv  a right  asserted,  either  by  the  lord  of  a manor  or  a corporate  or  public 
body,  conceive  that  they  have  a general  title  to  the  matter  claimed,  when  such 
title  may  be  altogether  wanting. 

4^84  Have  you  had  occasion  to  consult  the  records  for  literary  purposes  . 

-Occasionally  I have  ; but  more  historical  manuscripts  than  records. 

408*5.  Do  you  not  think  that  providing  better  and  ample  catalogues  ot  the 
contents  of  the  record  depositories  would  he  the  greatest  service  that  the  Record 
Commission  could  render  the  country  in  an  historical  point  of  view  ?— I do. 

1 think  it  the  most  practical  and  important  object  of  such  a commission,  with 
an  expenditure  of  such  an  amount  of  money,  first  to  inform  the  country  what 
the  records  are,  and  then  print  the  indexes,  which  is  the  first  step  to  the  know- 
ledge of  their  contents;  and  I think  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  results  from 
the  scattered  situation  of  the  records.  In  manymatters  of  professional  inquiry  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  in  what  office  to  make  the  search.  We  often  pay  the  tees  ot 
two  orthree  offices  for  want  of  knowledge  of  the  real  depository  of  the  records,  and 
I dare  say  that  in  many  instances  records  that  do  exist  have  not  been  discovered. 

4386.  Are  you  aware  of  the  state  in  which  some  of  the  records  are  kept?— I 
know  some  years  since  some  of  the  records  in  the  Tower  were  in  a very  disor- 
dered state  ; I have  not  been  there  of  late  years.  I have  before  stated  that  the 
records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  are  very  accessible. 

4387.  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  Exchequer  offices  and  the 
Tipe-office  ? — No.  I know  the  state  of  the  records  at  different  periods  in  the 
Chapter-house,  and  in  the  Record-office,  now  pulled  down,  in  which  I shout 
think  it  was  impossible  to  find  five  per  cent,  of  the  records;  I mean  it  you 
went  for  particular  inquiries.  I do  not  know  the  comparative  utility  ot  them 
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Joseph  Paries,  Esq.  if  found,  but  they  were  some  years  since  in  a state  of  great  disorder  and  con 

...  fusion  ; they  seem  to  be  making  great  progress  in  the  Chapter-house  now  in 

18  May  1836.  arrangement.  I think  that  one  of  the  most  valuable  objects  of  the  Record 
Commission  would  have  been,  some  years  since,  the  publication  of  the  municipal 
charters,  extracts  from  the  more  ancient  charters,  and  entire  prints  of  all  the 
governing  charters  ; that  would  have  been  invaluable  in  many  towns. 

4388.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  building  a general  record-office  would  be 

a matter  of  paramount  importance? — Yes,  I have  always  been  of  that  opinion 
and  that  it  would  very  much  diminish  the  expense  of  keeping  them.  ’ 

4389.  You  were  secretary  to  the  Corporation  Commission  ? — Yes,  I was. 

4390.  In  the  course  of  that  inquiry,  had  you  to  search  in  the  record-offices 
or  would  it  have  lessened  your  labour  if  you  had  been  able  to  search  in  the 
record- offices  for  the  charters  of  the  boroughs? — I think  we  might  have  intro- 
duced a different  class  of  information,  if  we  had  had  readier  and  cheaper  access 
to  some  of  the  record-offices,  but  I cannot  say  that  our  necessary  search  in  the 
offices  was  very  extensive;  it  was  only  where  our  commissioners  in  certain 
boroughs  could  not  gain  certain  information  of  the  charters,  or  where  it  appeared 
there  had  been  subsequent  charters  granted  to  the  one  under  which  the  corpo- 
ration were  governing ; and  in  some  instances  searches  were  made  at  the  Rolls 
and  copies  obtained ; but  notwithstanding  we  were  a King’s  Commission,  the 
office  charged  us  for  the  searches  and  the  copies,  and  that  circumstance  much 
limited  me  in  sending  for  a great  number  of  documents  which  I should  have 
otherwise  sent  for,  not  to  print  them  verbatim , but  to  ascertain  their  contents 
I employed  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  several  times  in  making  searches. 

4391.  Were  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  municipal  services  at  all  impeded  by  the 
fees  and  other  difficulties  in  the  offices  ? — On  the  occasion  of  the  first  searches 
for  the  Corporation  Commission,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  came  to  me  and  told  me 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Rolls  ought  to  charge  for  search  or  transcripts,  except 
the  clerical  expenses.  I was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  I think  we  passed  a letter 
or  two  with  the  Rolls  officer  or  the  Government  about  it ; but  we  ultimately 
had  to  pay  for  transcripts  on  an  account  made  out  to  us. 

4392.  Are  you  aware  whether  in  general,  when  Government  requires  infor- 
mation for  public  purposes,  (I  do  not  speak  here  of  those  cases  in  which  the 
Government  is  a party  in  courts  of  law,  but  for  public  inquiries  and  other  public 
matters),  it  is  obliged  to  pay  the  same  fees  as  individuals  who  want  informa- 
tion ? — I should  apprehend  they  do  ; I know  as  solicitor  of  the  Charity  Board 
I cannot,  as  representing  the  Attorney-general,  obtain  office  copies  without  pay- 
ing the  usual  fees,  though  it  is  for  the  Crown. 

4393.  I speak  of  cases  not  connected  with  suits  ? — I cannot  speak  to  that. 

4394.  Do  you  know  whether  among  the  records  there  are  any  documents 
giving  information  on  the  subject  of  charities  ? — I should  say  there  are  compa- 
ratively few ; the  majority  of  charities  are  private  endowments  by  private  deeds, 
but  there  are  numerous  questions  arise  in  suits  in  which  public  documents  are 
essential  proofs. 

4395.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  a commissioner  under  the  Municipal  Board? 
— He  was. 

4396.  When  did  he  first  begin  to  act  under  that  commission  ? — The  date  of 
the  Corporation  Commission  is  the  18  July  1833,  but  it  was  not  till  the  first 
week  in  September  that  the  commissioners’  circuits  were  arranged,  or  that 
they  assumed  their  avocations.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  commenced  a week  or 
two  later  than  the  other  commissioners ; he  was  the  only  commissioner  who 
did  not  take  a circuit  in  the  country  ; indeed  I believe  a country  circuit  was 
inconsistent  with  his  then  other  avocations.  He  commenced  with  us  his  work 
about  the  middle  of  September  1833. 

4397.  He  had  to  conduct  the  inquiry  in  the  city  of  London  ? — Mr.  Blackburne 
committed  to  him  in  the  first  instance  the  task  of  reducing  and  investigating 
the  constitution  of  the  City  corporation,  for  which  purpose,  from  the  middle  of 
September  till  the  middle  of  December  following,  he  attended,  I believe,  almost 
every  day  in  the  City,  generally  from  one  or  two  o’clock  till  four  or  five,  at 
the  Town-clerk’s  office,  where  he  read  all  the  records  touching  their  constitu- 
tion and  bye-laws,  and  made  extracts  from  them,  in  order  to  prepare  that  part  or 
the  documentary  inquiry  into  the  City  corporation. 

4398.  How 
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8 How  many  hours  a day  was  he  occupied  in  this  part  of  the  business  of  Joseph  Partes^. 
4398'  . • p— X cannot  state  that  accurately  ; I can  state  generally  the  time  ^ 

ttoJCOowd  toit.  I have  stated  the  engagement  from  September  to  December 

foUowtagfin  which  he  was  generally  from  one  or  two  to  four  or  five  o clock  at 

*eTrnAbourth°reeCehoursaday?-Yes,  I should  think  upon  the  average  ; 

4391b  | country  commissioners  completed  their  circuit.  Sir  Francis  Pal- 

llen  ' was  named  as  Le  of  four  commissioners  by  Mr.  Blackburne  the  chief 
P boner  to  take  the  public  inquiry  on  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
j°ml  and  then  he  resumed  his  employment  with  us,  and  attended  the  public 
ti’nl  part  Of  December,  January  and  February  1834 ; it  must  have  been 
attings  pai  January  and  February  1834  ; on  those  occasions  he  sat,  on 

^eTemae  ffui  or  five  tos  a week,  from  10  or  11  to  three  or  four  on  the 
Siry,  in  company  with  Mr.  Jardine,  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Dnnkwater 
f ,,00  Had  he,  in  addition,  any  work  besides  that  which  was  done  in  public 

iwinv  that  time  he  had  to  collect  the  constitution  of  the  City  companies, 

rtist  is  to°sav,  circulars  were  addressed  in  my  name  to  all  the  City  companies,  to 
I ‘ to  me  their  constitution  and  bye-laws ; he  had  the  arrangement  of  them 
fnd  after  the  spring  of  the  year  1834,  he  sat  a month  at  Guildhall  m September 
j October  18S4-,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  those  companies  returns,  5 
a few  of  them  there  was  a public  inquiry  ; he  made  a reduction  of  their 
institutions,  which  I think  runs  in  print  to  4.00  or  500  printed  folio  pages, 
which  certainly  must  haye  formed  rather  a laborious  occupation  ; be  a'?°  mab 

mme  abstracts  bf  the  bye-laws.  That  completes  nearly  the  detail  of  his  occu- 

nation  with  us,  except  that  he  attended  a few  meetings  on  the  general  repor, 

Ld  lie  has  been  intermittantly  meeting  now'  and  then  the  other  three  London 
ImLioners  on  the  generaliiport  on  the  City  corporation,  which  is  not  com- 
nleted  ■ it  is  in  type  ; but  when  I make  this  statement  of  his  public  occupation 
as  to  his  day-time  work,  I should  not  do  justice  to  him  if  I did  not  say  P>°bably 
he  has  had  to  give  other  time  intermittantly  of  days  and  evenings  not  know 

^•i.  A considerable  portion  of  time  ?-I  cannot  speak  to  that;  he  is  the 

nerson  to  sive  that  information.  . . . , 

P 4402.  During  this  period  what  was  the  salary  he  received  as  a commissions  . 

—The  salary  assigned  by  Mr.  Blackburne  was  a calculation  upon  their  leal  time 
and  labour  devoted  to  the  commission,  but  no  fixed  salary  ; they  we'e  P 
periodically  during  the  duration  of  the  commission ; the  commission  can  haidy 
be  said  to  have  been  completed  till  the  session  of  last  year,  when  the ^ 
tion  Bill  was  passed,  but  the  remuneration  of  the  different  commissmneis,  who 
were  80  in  number,  averaged  variously  from  about  600 1.  Mr.  Chall®s 
received  the  minimum,  5001.,  and  Sir  Francis  Pa  grave  received  the  maximum 
of  the  City  commissioners,  which  was  for  the  whole  of  ms  services,  1,000 1.,  tor 
the  labour  I have  mentioned,  which  was,  as  I before  observed,  the  maimam 
received  by  any  commissioner  excepting  Mr.  Dnnkwater,  who  received  1,2001. 

4403.  That  was  for  the  general  report?— Yes,  that  was  for  extra  time  he 
devoted  to  that  document,  and  I think  a very  inadequate  sutn  ; he,  Mr.  Flunk:, 
water,  was  constantly  for  more  than  two  years  in  the  commission  work.  ^ 

4404.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  payment  was  entirely  for  those  inquiries  ?— Yes, 
for  those  periods  of  application  I have  mentioned. 

4405.  Can  you  state  what  the  period  appears  to  be  ?— No ; I made  the  notes 
on  which  I have  just  stated  particulars  to  the  Committee  with  him. 

4406.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  It  has  extended  to  about  two  years  ?— More 

than  two  years  in  regard  to  time,  because  he  is  now  occupied  in  coirec  mg 
sheets  of  the  City  reports  with  the  other  commissioners,  which  are  not  yet  com- 
plete. It  is  two  years  and  seven  months',  but  the  occupation  was  very  mtei- 
mittant  in  that  period.  . , . , . ■ o 

4407.  Chairman .]  Does  it  amount  to  a year  altogether  r— No  ; I shouia  minx 

he  has  not  given  12  entire  calendar  months’  attention  to  it ; isiou  scy 
would  not  amount  to  12  months’  continuous  attention  to  it.  . > . 

4408.  Does  it  appear  to  amount  to  eight? — I should  say  it  was  seven  or  g 

months.  , ? y 

4409.  That  would  make  it  at  the  rate  of  more  than  100/.  a mon  . • 

4110.  For  the  payment  of  100  /.  a month,  did  you  require  the  application^ 

3M 
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1 8 May  1836.  4411.  With  regard  to  the  commissioners  generally? — With  regard  to  tl 

commissioners  generally,  we  certainly  required  that  they  should  devote  tl  ' 
whole  time  to  our  commission  exclusively  till  they  had  completed  their  counf.eir 
circuits,  but  on  the  completion  of  their  circuits  they  sent  in  their  reports  acc  Y 
ing  to  their  convenience,  and  I am  not  aware  that  any  one  of  our  commission  ^ 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  who  went  to  one  or  two  sessions  durincr  of’ 
period,  left  his  ground  before  completion  of  the  inquiries. 

4412.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  the  Committee  respectin 
the  objects  of  this  inquiry  ?—  No  ; I was  not  aware  the  Committee  weregoino- / 
ask  me  any  questions  at  all  upon  the  subject  of  the  records.  I think  it  is  a matte* 
of  great  regret  that  the  statutes  were  not  printed  in  a more  convenient  and  less 
expensive  form,  it  would  have  been  extremely  useful  to  the  profession ; but  the 
cost  is  very  great,  and  the  cost  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Chancery  R0]]s 
is  very  great  to  what  it  might  have  been  if  they  had  been  printed  more  cheanlv 
and  circulated  more  extensively.  ^ * 

44.1 3.  You  think  the  utility  of  those  works,  as  a professional  and  literary  man  is 
very  much  diminished  by  their  great  cost? — Yes;  and  I should  think  their  utility 
is  very  partial  indeed ; taking  the  product  of  the  Record  Commission  as  a whole 
that  many  matters  have  been  left  undone  that  would  have  been  more  valuable 
and  many  matters  have  been  done  that  are  not  of  any  practical  utility.  I do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  works,  more  or  less,  are  not  curious  and  interesting  to  the 
antiquarian  and  historian  ; but  certainly  for  the  cost  at  which  they  have  been 
produced,  a vast  deal  more  good  might  have  been  done  to  the  country,  and  if 
part  of  the  money  the  works  have  cost  had  been  laid  out  in  a building  for  the 
common  custody  of  the  records,  and  if  indexes  had  been  published,  and  if  more 
free  access  was  thus  given,  the  public  would  make  the  more  valuable  and  exten- 
sive use  of  them,  as  they  have  done  lately  in  the  State  Paper-office,  in  extracting 
a great  variety  of  information  collected  there  in  the  last  few  years. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

Hem-y  Cole,  Esq.  44 >4-  Chairman.']  HOW  long  have  you  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Record 

Commission  ? — I have  been  wholly  and  without  cessation  engaged  in  the  employ 

of  the  Record  Commission  between  13  and  14  years. 

4415.  When  did  you  first  enter  it? — In  the  spring  of  the  year  1823. 

4416.  You  are  not  now  in  it  ? — I am  not. 

4417.  When  did  you  quit  it?— In  December  1835. 

4418.  That  is  a period  of  nearly  13  years? — It  is. 

441 9.  In  what  capacity  were  you  in  this  employment  ? — In  various  capacities; 
for  a period  of  rather  more  than  nine  years  I was  engaged  with  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
grave,  and,  indeed,  was  introduced  by  him  to  the  Commission. 

4420.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  When  you  say  “ engaged  with  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave,”  will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  under  what  circumstances  you 
were  engaged  by  him  ? — Principally  in  assisting  in  the  editorship  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Writs,  as  his  clerk.  About  a year  after  the  present  Commission  was 
issued,  I assisted  Mr.  Hardy  for  some  months  in  the  transciption  of  the  Close 
Rolls  at  the  Tower  ; in  January  1833,  Mr.  Cooper  induced  me  to  enter  the  direct 
service  of  the  Commission.  From  that  period  until  December  1835,  I have  been 
engaged,  as  a principal  without  any  superintendence  and  without  any  direction 
from  any  other  person  whatever,  in  performing  each  of  those  duties  that  his 
Majesty’s  Commission  attributes  to  a sub-commissioner,  namely  “ in  method- 
izing, regulating,  and  digesting  records,”  in  preparing  the  composition  of 
calendars  and  indexes,  and  also  in  superintending  printing. 

4421.  Chairman.']  In  these  works  were  you  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Cooper? — I cannot  understand  the  term,  as  used  by  Mr. 
Cooper,  because  Mr.  Cooper  never  interfered  with  me  otherwise  than  paying 
me,  as  secretary  to  the  Board. 

4422.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  in  the  Return  to  Parliament  of 
August  1833,  that  you  were  occupied  under  the  “ superintendence  of  the  secre- 
tary ” at  the  Augmentation-office  ? — In  that  Return,  the  secretary  states  that 
“ Mr.  Henry  Cole,  under  the  secretary’s  superintendence,  has  the  direction  of  the 
important  work  of  cleaning,  repairing  and  sorting  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of 
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, > whole  of  which,  under  a recent  warrant  HmjpCMv Esif 

>*»  ^ ''  rH^a'mistake^aR  m^office  hours  were  only  from  ten  till  three)  “ has 
'““^e  n eSl«t,  for  which  he  is  remunerated  according  to  the 
other  occasional  emp  5 ■ understand  the  meaning  of  the  term 

M“re?f;?ndeTce-  p rhal  I can  eVplain  my  impression  of  Mr.  Cooper’s 
“sopermtendence  . p l|n  ^ ^ fact,  ^ -n  th e course  of  the  year 

Mist  I was  engaged  at  the  Augmentation-office,  Mr.  Cooper  visited  that 
1834,  whilst,  l - » are  0r  three  or  four  minutes  each  visit.  I cei- 

depository  eight  t^e  . P his  own  chambers,  but  those  visits  of  Mr. 

cirltThe  Au|men?ation-office  constituted  the  only  species  of  “superin- 

*“upe^ndeMe”'uch,  that  he  could  have  been  considered  in 
44'3  V responsible  for  the  state  in  which  the  office  was,  or  did  you  consider 
a.”'V  ”7  a 1 diminishing  your  responsibility  in  that  respect  r-Not  in  the  least. 

,t  as  at  a interfered,  by  suggestion  or  otherwise,  except  when  I le- 

OTH-mled  my  suggestion!  saying  he  “preferred  retaining  in  his  own  hands  the 

CTlnfd«  mM'e  fP""nCe  rVese 

office  made  with  the  understanding  of  Mr.  Cooper  ; was  it  made  r.^ 
vestion  ■ did  he  fully  understand  the  plan  and  approve  of  it  r-I  presume  he 

UnS°Didhe  inlpecttso^rl  “know,  whe’ther  you  were  working  on  your 
ownplan  ''—Of  course  he  must  have  supposed  I was  working  on  my  own  pla  , 

:»3Sr^sar«saswr^| 

year  1804,  as  I have  said  before ; periods  of  three  oi  four,  and  even  six, 

acquainted  during  your 
1 Especially  with  the  Ring's  Rememb rancerV 
office;  with  other  Exchequer  offices  partially ; with  the  Rolls  C Lapel 
the  Chapter-house,  to  some  little  extent ; with  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  and 

a very  great  measure  with  the  Augmentation-omce.  nf  the  Kinds’ 

4429  Now,  what  is  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  office ! ' *“e  J; 

Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer  ?-That  is  a very  general  Jn^e„“ 

entering  into  details,  I should  say  the  present  state  is  eM^gly  £ 

where  are  thev  kept?— A portion,  the  greatest  poition,  is  kept  in 
Cariton  ride  or  stables  ; another  portion  in  the  western  tower  of  Westmmsten 
Hall;  another  portion  in  the  cellars  of  the  Tower;  I believe  a small  port. on  at 
the  Temple ; other  portions  I have  known  to  be  in  tile  hands  of  individual 
members  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s-office.  t1  • 

4431.  Do  you  know  whether  any  attempt  has  been  ever  made  to.  anange  this 
large  mass  of  records  ?— Yes,  various  attempts  have  been  made  since  1800  to 

arrange  that  portion  requiring  arrangement.  Twill. 

4432.  Will  you  just  state  them  r— If  the  Committee 

refer  to  the  annual  report  of  1801.  The  state  of  the  King  s Kemembrancer^ 
office  naturally  excited  the  early  attention  of  the  Select  Commi  p j 
Records  ill  1800,  and  immediate  measures  were  taken,  after  the  first  Recoru 
Commission  was  issued,  for  arranging  and  calendaring  ? u qnb  corn- 
needed  those  processes  in  that  office.  The  Commission  appointed  Jup-com, 

0.33.  3r 
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Henry  Cole,  Esq.  missioners  ” for  the  purpose,  and  I particularly  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of 

— — t the  Committee  to  this  fact,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Cooper  has  stated  in  evidence 

18  May  1836.  (Ev.  32)  that  the  present  Commission  followed  the  “ usage  ” of  past  Commis- 
sions in  entrusting  the  work  of  arrangement  to  subordinate  agents.  I beo-  to 
read  the  passages  from  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual  Report  of  23d  March  1801 
pp.  18,  19,  where  the  Commissioners  report,  that  they  have  appointed  Sub! 
commissioners,  to  methodize  the  records  of  the  Exchequer.  The  commit 
sioners  humbly  certify  to, the  King,  “that  John  Caley,  Esq.,  Mr.  William 
Kirby  and  Mr.  George  Vanderzee,  two  of  the  side  clerks  in  the  King’s  Re. 
membrancer’s-office  in  the  Exchequer,  be  Sub-commissioners  under  this  Board 
for  arranging,  methodizing  and  indexing  all  the  records  in  the  said  office 
they  also  certify,  that  Mr.  Caley,  with  another  gentleman,  are  Sub-commis, 
sioners  for  arranging  the  records  in  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s- 
office ; they  also  certify  that  Mr.  Caley  and  others  are  Sub-commissioners 
under  this  Board,  for  arranging  the  records  of  the  Auditors  of  Land  Revenue. 
The  Commission  continued  the  work  of  arrangement  in  the  King’s  Remem! 
brancer’s-office  for  about  a year,  when  it  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Vanderzee 
was  employed  to  edit  the  Nonas  Rolls.  Whatever  work  of  arrangemeet  was  per- 
formed during  this  year  was  completely  tossed  into  confusion  by  the  removal  of 
the  records  in  1822. 

4433.  Where  were  they  removed? — From  the  old  buildings  at  Westminster 
into  a shed  in  Westminster  Hall. 

4434.  In  what  state  were  they  there  ? — In  the  worst  possible  state. 

4435.  Were  they  accessible  ?— They,  meaning  the  Miscellaneous  Records, 
are  not.  even  conveniently  accessible  in  the  much  better  depository  in  which 
they  are  now  placed  ; they  were  infinitely  less  accessible  in  Westminster  Hall. 
At  page  72  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  “ it  is  much 
regretted  that  Mr.  Caley  should  not  have  suggested  to  the  Board  the  necessity 
of  making  such  arrangements,  in  concert  with  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s-office,  as  would  have  insured  the  safe  transport  of  the 
records  across  the  Hall.  It  has  been  long  rumoured  that  upon  this  occasion 
large  quantities  of  parchments  were  purloined  by  the  labourers  employed,  and 
sold  to  the  glue  manufacturers.”  I can  myself  certify  that  statement  to  be  true, 
for  I made  some  inquiry  of  the  builder  employed  to  take  down  the  old  build- 
ings adjoining  Westminster  Hall,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  himself,  at  one 
period,  possessed  a very  considerable  collection  of  seals,  charters  and  other 
documents  found  in  the  old  building. 

4436.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  this  took 
place  on  the  removal  of  the  records  from  their  then  existing  depositories  to  the 
wooden  building  ranging  in  the  interior  of  Westminster  Hall,  or  from  that 
wooden  building  to  the  King’s  Mews  ?• — Upon  the  removal  from  the  old  build- 
ings to  the  wooden  shed  in  Westminster  Hall. 

4437.  At  what  period? — In  1822,  subsequently  in  1831.  I believe  great  care 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Vincent  that  the  records  should  not  be  damaged  by  the  re- 
moval to  Charing  Cross.  Mr.  Vincent  himself  states,  (Proceedings  of  the  Board, 
p.  72),  “ that  some  papers  and  records  have  been  injured  and  lost  by  the 
removal  in  1822,  as  that  removal  took  place  under  circumstances  very  unfavour- 
able to  security  and  accuracy,  the  records  having  been  removed  without  the 
presence  or  superintendence  of  any  officer  of  the  court,  but  were  sent  to  the 
shed  or  building  erected  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  carried,  some  in  sacks  and 
others  in  the  hands  and  on  the  shoulders  of  labourers,  without  order  or  method, 
and  free  from  any  check  whatever.”  Amongst  other  accidents  it  happened  that 
the  very  records  arranged  and  published  by  the  Commissioners  in  1801,  namely 
the  Nonas  Rolls  and  the  Inquisitiones  Nonarum  were  actually  dispersed  upon  this 
removal.  Thus  the  records,  which  had  been  once  arranged  and  printed  at  the 
public  expense,  were  thrown  again  into  confusion. 

4438.  Chairman .]  In  whose  custody  were  the  records  at  this  time?  Mr, 
Vincent  was  not  King’s  Remembrancer  then.  The  records  were  under  the 
same  nominal  custody  that  they  are  at  this  time. 

4439.  What  is  that? — Firstly,  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  are  the  supreme 
custodes ; secondly,  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  (an  officer  whose  occupations 
are  sufficiently  numerous  without  taking  Care  of  the- records),  is  perhaps  the 
immediate  head  ; thirdly,  there  are  32  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Exchequer 
Court,  who  have  the  privilege  of  access  to  these  records  whenever  they  please. 
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, fnwards  them  pretty  much  as  they  like  ; and  lastly,  n mry  Cole,  Esq. 

and  indeed  may  and  do  act  t0  . k 'f  the  office,  and  is  in  fact  the  custos  — 

hereis  a bag-bearer,  * ^e^0%ks  proceedings  ’of  the  Board,  p.  71),  “it  rS  May  ,8*. 
gS*ti“s»  traceVere  even  the  actual  care  and  guardian- 

ship  reside.”  d by  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  with 

W0;  CtomiMiinw.,  in  their  Report  in  1818,  con- 

regard  to  those  lecoiab.  •>  i>ave  v,een  ‘‘provided  for  the  more 

gratulate  ^erose  ves  a ^ Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  ; but 

tegular  of  those  orders,  and  the  way  in  winch  they  have  been 

the  complete  “eftc'en  y . remarkable  in  every  point  of  view  One  of 

rooms  to  ^0Vit  happens  that  the  court-keeper  has  no  keys  to  deiiver, 

or  if  he  has^he^oes  m>t  deliver  ^tlmm^andth^at^th^peraon^wh^ 

\ th,e  rfbtXhvered  ^ Another  order  is  that  the  bag-bearer  should  not  make 
“ any6  search  ^^^‘t^^gr^pergo^^i^^as^aXoccasion  to  makJt^  slightest 

alone.  Anothei  older  is,  P « record  removed  out  of  the  record 

4e  ieCslVrenteredt  t"  ffi  cS  who—s  the  same  there  is 
rooms  shall  beenteicu  uy  f , prv  rec0rd  is  removed  according 

no  bock  kept  to  *.  b* • * Tim  fifth  order  is,  - that  the| 
to  the  pleasure  of  ^Lrd  rooms  under  lock  andkey.” 

methodize^? — I presume  you  mean  the  unarranged  records  spoken  of  in  the 

Si"h  “rcSerlble^Xortiol  of  the  Nonas  Rolls  had  been  »■ 
leC^lbeYouSsay  simhli^be^^h^carelessnes^i^ith  which  those  records  have 

TSdKe^Co^^nd  in  ^f— 1 

of  those  records  which  they  had  been  thus  at  e exp  ^ d jn  Westminster 

S ?TermlS;To?!lhmem was  not  ThTslightest  interfere ‘“°n tSIete 
any  body  in  authority;  the  only  persons  who  removed  them  we.e  the 

superintendence  of  any  one,  and  that  it  was  c i observation  of 

the  evidence  I have  myself  collected  of  the  truth  of  that  lepo.t  by  subsequent 

inquiry  made  by  myself  of  many  persons.  , . +w  thev  were 

4446.  The  question  refers  to  1822  ?-Mi '.Vincent 

removed  from  the  stone  tower  in  1822  by  the  labourei rs  without  thejre^ 

sence  or  superintendence  of  any  officer  of  the  com  , ^ ” 

method,  in  sacks,  and  in  the  hands,  and  on  the  shou  ®r*j  . , je  ‘l  custody 

4447.  Were  the  Record  Commissioners  of  the  year  1822  m the  legal  custooy 
of  the  documents  in  question  ?-The  Record  Commissioners  I presume  are  not 
in  the  legal  custody  of  any  documents  whatever.  A recent  wau“  f “a 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer 

portion  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  records  to  the  tempor  y 

e“o  such  warrant  existed  at  that  time  and  the 
records  of  the  different  courts  being  assumed  to  be  m the  J & Qr 
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or  in  patent  officers  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  connected  with  those  court  . 
do  you  conceive  that  the  duty  of  superintending  the  removal  was  in  the  Jud  S>* 
and  officers  of  those  courts,  or  in  the  Commissioners  under  the  Record  Co^S 
mission  ? — I conceive,  of  course,  that  the  duty  was  in  the  officers  of  the  court  iTt 
I likewise  conceive  that  the  Commission  itself  was  no  better  than  a solern 
mockery  of  the  King’s  authority,  if  the  Commissioners  themselves  did  not  ** 
-that  the  objects  for  which  they  were  instituted  were  properly  carried  inf6 
effect.  The  object  of  “preserving”  the  records  is  the  primary  object  of  th° 
Commission  ; if  any  party  neglected  that  object,  with  all  submission  I should 
say  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  see  the  object  effected. 

4449.  Chairman.']  Was  not  the  Commission,  from  the  nature  of  its  authority 
appointed  to  see  that  the  records  in  the  legal  custody  of  other  persons  were 
properly  kept? — I conceive  that  the  Record  Commission  should  have  supplied 
or  remedied  all  defects  that  existed  in  record  offices. 

4450.  Had  it  not  actually  gone  to  considerable  expense  and  trouble  in 
arranging  the  records? — Yes  ; and  if  it  had  the  power  to  arrange  the  records 
it  equally  had  the  power  to  see  that  they  were  not  disarranged ; it  would  have 
been  a mere  farce  to  have  gone  to  a great  expense  in  arranging  them,  and  then 
have  left  them  to  the  discretion  of  soldiers  and  Irish  labourers. 

4451.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  them  were  stolen  at  that  time?— If  they 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  builder  I have  mentioned  before,  I would  not 
describe  that  as  a theft ; but  I should  say  that  numbers  must  have  strayed,  and 
most  improperly  so. 

4452.  Do  you  know  of  any  records  being  taken  away  at  this  period  in  such 
a state  that  they  were  afterwards  sold  as  perfect  records  ? — One  of  the  work- 
men now  in  the  employ  of  the  Commission,  and  at  that  time  in  the  Augmenta- 
tion-office, purchased  for  5 s.  an  apron-full  of  records  of  one  of  the  labourers. 
Those  records  were,  when  1 left  the  Augmentation-office,  in  that  office,  Mr. 
Caley,  the  secretary  to  the  Commission  at  that  period,  having  re-purchased  them 
•of  the  workman. 

4453.  During  the  period  that  those  records  were  in  the  shed,  and  in  the  building 
previously  to  being  removed  to  the  shed,  in  what  state  were  they  with  regard  to 
•their  preservation  ? — I should  conceive  extremely  bad.  I cannot  do  better  than 
adopt  Mr.  Vincent’s  statement,  that  upon  his  appointment  to  his  office  in  1823, 
“ I found  that  the  books  and  records  of  the  Exchequer,  instead  of  being  collected 
in  one  solid,  substantial,  dry  and  well-watched  building,  commodious  for  refer- 
ence, hourly  accessible  (within  certain  limits  of  time),  to  the  public,  subjecttothe 
control  and  guardianship  of  one  responsible  official  individual,  who  might  make 
himself  master  of  their  character  and  tendencies,  and  take  measures  both  for 
their  safety  and  utility,  were  scattered  in  various  places  and  various  custodies, 
at  various  distances,  and  with  various  pretensions  ; some  were  kept  by  the  first 
secondary,  some  by  the  second,  some  by  the  King’s  Remembrancer  himself  at 
his  chambers  ; some  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  keeping  of  individuals,  some  to 
be  missing  altogether ; some  were  at  Westminster,  some  in  the  Temple ; most 
-in  places  exceedingly  ill  adapted  for  their  preservation  and  security,  and  inac- 
cessible, for  the  most  part,  to  the  public,  without  great  trouble,  difficulty  and 
expense.  I found  that  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  them  had,  in  1822,  been 
moved  from  buildings  which  were  to  be  removed  to  facilitate  the  courts  of  law, 
without  order,  without  specific  authority,  without  superintendence  or  care, 
without  any  official  cognizance  that  I have  been  able  to  trace,  or  any  provision 
for  the  service  being  vigilantly  or  even  honestly  performed,  into  a flimsy  erection 
of  deal  boards  in  Westminster  Hall,  destitute  of  space  or  power  of  arrangement, 
and,  at  the  time  of  my  first  visit  to  it,  dark,  damp  and  almost  pestilential.” 

4454.  Were  they  in  a better  plight  in  the  stone  tower? — In  the  stone  tower 
they  are  not  subject  to  damp,  but  to  considerable  dust,  as  the  rooms  are  seldom 
if  ever  cleaned ; the  cellar  under  the  stone  tower  is  like  a dungeon,  without 
light,  and  the  windows  of  the  cellar  are  not  even  glazed. 

44.55.  Is  there  not  a description,  in  some  part  of  the  Agenda,  of  the  state  in 
which  the  records  in  the  stone  tower  are  ? — I think  Mr.  Protheroe  gave  some 
.account  of  the  state  of  the  cellar  of  the  stone  tower. 

4456.  Have  you  got  the  account  which  he  gave  ? — I could  refer  to  it.  In 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  p.  367  '•  “ In  two  cells  on  the  ground  floor,  in  the 
western  tower  of  Westminster  Hall,  are  a mass  of  records,  the  nature  of  which 
is  but  partially  known ; they  are  only  to  be  seen  by  a small  portion  of  light,  let 
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• ,md  that  is  nndazed,  and  admits  a larger  portion  of  dirt.  He„y  Cole,  Esq. 

have  been  --  F ^ ^ stiU  exposed  to  the  same  accidents. 

prothero  P stin  in  the  same  building?— Yes.  . , 

4!?8  No  w the  dirt  is  not  merely  excessively  inconvenient  to  the  per  so n that 
4tftake  *p  the  records,  but  its  existence  is  prejudicial  to  the  state  of  the 

«cords?-In  **  h!fdefst^fthem?-Yes,  no  doubt  of  it;  those  records, 
moreover!  are  in  such  a bad  locality,  that  they  are  not  ever  resorted  to, 

What  are  those  records  ?-Mr.  Vincent  says,  “ the  nature  of  which 

can  telL”  ]ue  ?_It  is  impossible  to  say,  unless  they  are  carefully 

^ iitrniio-h  ^ I believe  a very  great  portion  of  them  consists  of  port  books , 
looked  thi  0 • could  take  place  where  they  are  now,  it  is  impossible 

? iZTbTollweveselectedfromthe  mass;  and  I apprehend,  if  the  whole 
Selooked  through  carefully,  ^f^quidty  valuable  records  might  be  found. 

1 h£r°oom  the  eSceTo  whid“ w2£&&r  Hall,  which  is  dark, 

unexamined  r-Yes,  the  greatest 

nortion,'  but  witl/this  reservation,  that  they  were  partially  examined  in  1833 
P 4463.  And  the  household  books  were  selected  from  them.'— Yes,  beside 

documents  of  other  soits.  . . 

B But  in  spite  of  the  evidence  thus  afforded  of  their  containing  some 
4404.  nut  in  spit  c made  ? No  thorough  search  could  be 

madeunjej^^e'^hole^^re^  dqnited 

to  Carlton  Ride  and  placed  with  the  other  miscellaneous  records,  but  theie 

°xirt“des  of  dispute  between  Mr.  Vincent  and  Mr  Cooper;  Mr.  Cooper 
would  never  interfere  nor  attend  to  my  suggesfton.  Once  I wiote^  Mu. 

exact 

BSS  warrant,  and  as  the  warrant  only  mentioned  the  record 
££  ^LeWat  Charing  Cross,  and  not  those  in  the  £ 

conceive  that  the  miscellaneous  records  in  other  de positone^  fo.  1 nspmce  the 
stone  tower,  were  included  in  that  warrant ; but  that  if  Ilr  Cooper  won  d 
apply  to  the  court,  he,  Mr.  Vincent,  would  raise  no. object  ons  Previously 
I had  selected  some  miscellaneous  records  of  an  early  date,  both  from  the  ton  e 
and  the  cellar,  and  afterwards  Mr  Vincent  ordered  a rol = of  he de 
Neville  and  some  Nome  Roils  to  be  delivered  to  me  Ihe dlesta  de  Nevihe 
so  delivered,  but  I never  could  obtain  the  Nome  Rolls  fiom  Mr.  Vanderzee. 

4465.  Did  Mr.  Cooper  ever  get  another  warrant  r-Mr.  Cooper  would  not 

f When  were  the  records  moved  from  the  shed  in  Westminster  Hall  to 
the  Kino-’s  Mews  ? — I believe  it  was  in  1831.  . , , 

4467°  Under  whose  superintendence ?-Under  the  personal  superintendence 

chiefly  of  Mr.  Adlington.  . , 

4468.  They  had  not  then  gone  into  Mr.  Vincent’s  custody  P-Yes,  they  had ; 
and  the  removal  was  superintended  by  Mr.  Adlington,  undei  Mi. 

4469.  Was  proper  care  then  taken  in  the  removal?— I have  evei  ^'eaL  *he 

believe  that  as  much  care  was  taken  as  could  be.  I may  exp  » y ‘ ^ , 
greatest  part  of  the  miscellaneous  records  was  not  even  m sacl  , ?_ 

•care  might  have  been  taken,  it  was  very  possible,  with  loose  papeis  and  P (s 
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ments,  that  a portion  might  escape ; but  I believe  that  every  possible 
taken . 

4470.  How  long  did  they  remain  at  the  King’s  Mews? — From 


care  was 
1831  to 


4471.  In  what  state  of  accessibility  were  they  there? — A great  portion  f 

records,  the  decrees  and  orders  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  the  Mem  °* 
Rolls,  were  perfectly  accessible,  but  the  miscellaneous  records,  which  a?,3, 
hended  5,000  bushels,  were  not  arranged  in  any  way.  °mpre- 

4472.  Were  they  in  sacks?— They  were  (a  few  sacks  excepted)  in  two 
mous  sheds.  I had  them  measured,  and  the  dimensions  are  printed  • °r' 
report  to  the  Board;  they  filled  above  600  sacks,  each  sack  holding1  p'4^ 
bushels,  when  I caused  the  contents  of  the  sheds  to  be  placed  in  sacks.  ° 61®ht 

4473.  If  you  suppose  that  a document  you  wanted  was  amongst  those 

cords,  you  had  to  go  and  hunt  over  the  whole  contents  of  the  two  sheds 
was  utterly  impossible  to  make  any  search  whatever  in  those  sheds ; the  se"  - jl 
would  have  taken  many  years.  I think  occasionally  very  useful  docutnet 
turned  up;  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam,  in  their  survey  oftheoffic 
(Proceedings  of  the  Board,  p;  281),  alluded  to  several  which  had  been  found 
from  time  to  time,  <?.  g.  Special  Commissions  in  reference  to  West  Harptree  a IS 
Portsmouth  Harbour,  &c.  F na 

4474.  Those  were  found  by  mere  accident? — Yes. 

4475-  By  whom  were  they  found  ? — I believe  by  the  bag-bearer. 


Right  Hon. 
Lord  Langdale . 


The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Langdale , called  in ; and  Examined. 

4476.  Chairman.']  I believe  your  Lordship  is  Master  of  the  Rolls?— I have 
held  that  office  for  about  four  months. 

4477.  In  that  capacity  you  have  the  legal  custody  of  the  records  in  the  Rolls 
Chapel? — Yes,  so  I understand. 

4478.  Who  is  the  person  really  responsible,  and  who  superintends  the 
records  ? — They  are  in  the  personal  care  of  the  keeper  of  the  records,  who  is 
Mr.  Leach,  the  brother  of  the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  John  Leach. 

4479-  The  appointment  of  the  keeper  is  in  the  Master  of  the  Rolls?— I be- 
lieve so. 

4480.  Can  you  state  exactly  where  the  records  are  kept  ? — They  are  kept  in 
closets,  presses  or  boxes  within  the  chapel,  and  I believe  on  frames  or  shelves 
in  the  roof  of  the  chapel. 

4481.  Have  you  had  any  occasion  to  inspect  them? — At  the  time  I became 
possessed  of  the  office  I now  hold,  I felt  a great  anxiety  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  those  records,  and  I took  the  earliest  opportunity  I had  to  inspect  them. 
I intended  to  bestow  much  greater  care  upon  them,  but  about  the  same  time 
this  Committee  was  appointed,  and  understanding  that  this  Committee  would 
inquire  into  the  mode  of  managing  them,  I abstained  from  any  interference, 
intending  to  leave  all  things  in  the  state  in  which  they  were,  that  I might  not 
create  any  impediment  to  the  execution  of  any  plan  which  a Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  might  recommend.  I have,  therefore,  done  nothing  to  the 
records,  and  have  not  minutely  examined  into  their  state,  conceiving,  perhaps 
erroneously,  that  this  Committee  had  taken  the  inquiry  upon  itself. 

4482.  From  the  inspection  you  made  of  those  records,  did  it  appear  to  you 
necessary  to  adopt  any  further  arrangement  with  regard  to  them,  in  order  to 
ensure  their  safe  custody  and  accessibility? — I have  no  reason  to  think  they  are 
not  in  safe  custody,  from  anything  I saw. 

4483.  Are  they  in  fire-proof  depositories  ?— I do  not  know  that:  they  did 
not  appear  to  me  in  a situation  in  which  records  ought  to ' be  kept ; they 
seemed,  at  least  some  of  them,  to  be  exposed  to  considerable  variations  of  tem- 
perature, which  I understand  to  be  injurious  to  records ; and  there  are  many  of 
them  in  a situation  of  very  inconvenient  access,  a situation  in  which  public 
records  ought  not  to  be  ; placed  in  closets  or  places,  some  of  them  at  a great 
height,  and  others  entirely  dark ; there  are  a quantity  of  records  in  closets  so  dark, 
that  you  cannot  see  them  as  you  walk  in  ; there  are  others  in  closets  so  high, 
and  with  so  narrow  a footing  for  a ladder,  that  mounting  to  the  top  cannot  be 
convenient,  if  quite  safe,  which  I should  scarcely  think  it  to  be.  Those  who 
are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  dark  closets  may  go  in  and  perhaps  pitch  upon 
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, wanted,  not  always  without  error  I apprehend,  but  that  is  the  way  in 

(je  record  wantea,  ] it  extremely  inconvenient.  _ _L- 

which  they  are  preserve  with  d t0  searches  rn  the  office,  ^ 

44«4-  ■ lldualsare allowed  to  search  for  themselves,  under  the  su  Pf "^nd- 

return  given  t0  by  JJfd  co’y  i hawwith  me.  It  contains  all  the  mfor- 

and  I suppose  the  Commrttee  already 
oiation  i P . 

possess  it.  what  facilities  ^ afforded  for  obtaining  information 

448?-'  D the  documents  contained  in  the  office  ; are  there  perfect  calendars 
respecting  t^docume^  ^ variety  of  calendars,  but  I know  nothing  more 

and  indexes  . reton,  and  therefore  I can  give  no  evidence  that  will 

th®  Sere  are  ^ calendars  said  to  belong  to  the  office,  and  calendars 

he  nsefpl , t • ate  individuals,  bought  and  paid  for  by  those  individuals. 
sa,d  to  bel  o * P effect  of  having  calendars  in  a public  office,  the  property -of 

/^'individuals,  to  enable 

“^flould* ^ be  preserved  for  access  by  the  public,  there  ought  to  be  indexes 
^office  for  f Poblfo  use.  e ASstOothe  ^ ^ i^rhy 

taken  that  they  s o ^ ^ make  tjiem  0f  the  greatest  benefit  you  can  to  the 
for  posterity.  „ after. times.  As  far  as  is  consistent  with 

P,ublic>  nreser vation , the  records  should  be  made  as  accessible  as  possible, 

then  peife  P - ,]ps;rable  that  every  reasonable  facility  should  be  given 

f ‘ l for  ft  W"  XAs  t^fheamountof  fees,  that  would  lave  to  be  deter- 
by  means  ot  indexes.  ^ tbp  amount  of  money  to  be  raised  for 

'//thetxptose^of  foe  office,  and  foe  salaries  and  stipends  of  foe  persons 
Payl,  ^ I ; tbe  0ffiCe  to  preserve  the  records  and  afford  access. 

emp  «f  Ys  it  vouS  and  th?se  n?r!S7 

448  8'  l dd  be  discharged  by  the  person  who  happens  to  have  the  mis- 
expenses,  should  be cuscn  g y ^ b the  pubiic  at  large,  who  are 

administrator . of  justice,  foe : better ut ; 1-  o ^ ^ ^ particular  occasion, 


discharged  from  desire  foe  Committee  to 

adopted  if  r ^ 

it  is  desirable  for  the  public  that  foe  administration  of  justice  should  be  cheap  , 

1 4493/01  gratuitous?— In  many  instances  it Ts  gratuitous; a/oS^fobe 
the  judge,  for  example,  are  gratuitous  to  the  particu  a , . there 

so ; that  is  a principle  which  has  been  acted  upon  m . modern  times,  there 
having  been,  formerly,  many  instances  where  foe  servi  ;JS  abolished 

paid  by  fees,  or  some  sort  of  tax  levied  on  the  suito  . jn 
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in  all  the  superior  courts  of  common  law,  and  very  recently,  with  ref 
■ to  the  office  of  Lord  High  Chancellor.  It  may  be  difficult  to  state  the 

tion  proper  to  be  made  in  some  particular  cases.  lstinc- 

4494.  Chairman.']  Does  your  Lordship  know  what  kind  of  value  the 
in  the  Rolls  Chapel  have  to  litigants  in  our  courts  of  law  and  equity 

they  are  the  subjects  of  general  reference  ? — I believe  that  upon  some  sui  — er 
they  are,  and  that  frequent  access  to  them  is  required.  Some  are  import  ^eC-ts 
reference  to  matters  which  are  litigated;  others  in  giving  information ^ IQ 
history.  uPon 

4495.  For  those  purposes,  and  the  most  perfect  access  to  them,  a knowl  a 
of  their  contents  would  be  beneficial  to  the  public  ?— Such  easy  access  • ^ 
consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  records,  which  I consider  essenf  f 
You  are  to  preserve  the  records,  not  for  the  persons  merely  now  living  but  f 
those  to  come  afterwards. 

4496.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  Does  your  Lordship  modify  your  opinion  of  tl 
expenses  of  the  administration  of  justice  at  all  with  reference  to  any  check  16 
litigation  ? — I consider  that  to  check  litigation,  by  means  of  expense  is  ne.°-n 
cious  to  the  public.  Litigation  may  be  most  usefully  prevented,  by  cuttin^ff 
its  sources;  but  if  the  causes  or  sources  of  litigation  are  existing,  the  only  m H 
of  preserving  the  peace  of  society  is  to  allow  litigation  to  take  place,  and  to  make 
it  easy.  It  is  a great  object  of  good  legislation  to  cut  off  the  causes  or  sources 
of  litigation  ; that  I conceive  to  be  the  object  of  government ; but  when  the 
sources  of  litigation  unhappily  exist,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  rankle  and 
fester  in  the  minds  of  parties,  the  best  and  most  prudent  course  is  to  let  them 
go  before  an  impartial  judge,  who  may  decide  the  matters  in  difference  between 
them,  and  this  is  litigation. 

4497.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Has  your  Lordship  formed  any  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  amount  of  fees  actually  received  ? — None  at  all ; I have  had  no 
means  of  doing  so;  all  the  information  I possess  is  in  the  paper  referred  to- 
and  I have  not  instituted  an  y inquiries  of  what  ought  to  be  the  expense  of  con- 
ducting the  office,  and  how  it  could  be  most  satisfactorily  defrayed. 

4498.  You  cannot  therefore  state  to  the  Committee  how  far,  in  your  judg- 
ment, the  fees  actually  demandable  are  reasonable,  compared  with  other  office's 
or  with  the  services  for  which  they  are  asked  ? — I have  not  had  the  means  of 
forming  any  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

4499.  Will  y°u  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  patent  under  which  you  hold 
your  office  is  the  same,  mutatis  mutandis,  under  which  your  predecessors  held 
the  office  ? — I believe  it  to  be  the  same. 

4500.  It  has  been  printed,  and  is  on  the  table  of  the  Committee?— I have  not 
seen  it.  [It  was  handed  to  his  Lordship.]  1 believe  this  to  be  like  my  own 
patent,  which  I would  send  to  the  Committee  if  desired. 

4,50 1 . If  the  patent  under  which  your  Lordship  holds  the  office  which  you  now 
hold  be  the  same  as  that,  mutatis  mutandis,  now  shown  to  you,  it  appears  that  you 
are  legally  in  possession  of  the  house  held  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  a swell  as  of 
the  other  incidents  pertaining  to  the  office  ?— Yes.  I will  state  how  the  matter 
stands  m that  respect.  The  house  was  not  occupied  by  my  immediate  prede- 
cessor, nor  for  some  time  by  Sir  John  Leach  ; he  gave  it  up  under  circum- 
stances the  whole  of  which  I may  not  be  aware  of,  but  some  of  them  I do  know, 
i-Ie  had  begun  to  sit  for  the  purpose  of  administering  justice  in  his  court  at 
different  times  from  his  predecessors,  and  had  taken  upon  himself  much  greater 
labour;  he  had  determined  to  sit  as  long  as  any  judge  in  equity  does  sit  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  to  sit  in  the  morning.  In  order  that  he  might  sit  in  the 
morning  during  Term  time,  which  is  a considerable  portion  of  the  judicial  year, 
it  was  thought  convenient  for  him  to  sit  at  Westminster ; he  had  no  court  there, 
and  no  room  for  his  court  could  at  that  time  be  found  but  the  one  that  was  then 
occupied  by  records  belonging,  I think,  to  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ; and  to 
obtain  that  room  for  his  court  he  offered  to  allow  the  records  of  the  Court  of 
King  s Bench  to  be  sent  to  the  Rolls-house  ; they  were  accordingly  sent  there, 
lie  room  at  Westminster  was  obtained  for  the  Rolls  Court  in  Term  time;  and 
a large  portion  of  the  Rolls-house  in  Chancery-lane  was,  during  the  time  of  my 
predecessor,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  records  which  were  so  removed.  At 
was  ProPosed  to  me  to  accept  the  office,  the  state  of  the  Rolls-house 
was  mentioned  to  me.  I said  I had  not  the  least  desire  that  the  house  should 

be 
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i;  ,;  |0  my  use.'  or  my  personal  accommodation  ; and  as  far  as  my  inte-  Right  Hon. 

ILerned.  I consider  the  house  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  Lord  U,,sdak. 
f Ae  benefit  of  the  public.  It  was  at  one  time  proposed  that  the  house  and  6 

f0ta  a should  be  left  out  of  the  patent ; but  the  Attorney-general  considered,  May  3 
?lrdl  eve  very  rightly,  that  it  would  not  be  legal  or  proper  to  do  so  ; the  house 
1 S en  aVe  therefore  in  the  grant;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the.  obligation 
mder  which  I am  to  interpose  no  personal  claim  of  my  own  to  the  use  of 

Chairman .]  Is  the  house  occupied  in  any  other  way  except  that  the 
ken  by  the  records  r— The  chapel  contains  records  and  is  devoted 
chapel  I Jo?  Sund  . the  house  contains  the  court,  where  the  business 

!°  ? “reacted  out  of  Term  time  ; and  I have  one  room  for  my  private  use,  and 
,s  fe  for  the  use  of  my  secretary.  I consider  both  of  these  to  be  necessary 
r"0|],p  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  court.  The  rest  of  the  house  is  occupied 
■ncinallv  by  the  King’s  Bench  records,  and  there  is  a housekeeper  living  in 
SKement.  There  are  other  parts  not  fully  occupied,  and  which,  under  pro- 
SB  arrangements,  might  perhaps  be  conveniently  occupied  by  some  of  the 
Lmrds  which  now  overcrowd  the  chapel. 

a sos  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  The  questions  which  I have  addressed  to  your  Lord- 
di'm  had  reference  to  a plan  for  converting  the  site  of  the  Rolls-house  for  the  pur- 
JL  of  a great  Record-office,  and  the  Committee  are  to  understand,  from  the 
Swer  which  your  Lordship  has  given,  that  there  is  no  objection  so  far  as  your 
own  individual  rights  under  the  patent  appointing  you  Master  of  the  Rolls  may 
beconcerned,  to  your  allowing  such  an  application  to  be  made  of  the  site  r No 
objection  as  far  as  my  personal  interests  are  concerned  ; but  it  must  be  obseived 
that  the  property  is  vested  in  me  as  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  although,  under  the 
circumstances  I have  stated,  I am  not  at  liberty  to  require  it  for  my  own  personal 
accommodation,  yet  I consider  that  I have  a trust  reposed  m me,  and  that  I have 
l duty  to  see  that  it  is  not  applied  otherwise,  than  properly  for  the  public  use. 

To  that  only  I shall  look,  not  to  ray  own  personal  accommodation  m any  deg1  ee. 

akqa.  You  would  think  it  expedient  probably  that  the  Court-house  ol  the 
Rolls  should  be  maintained  in  or  near  its;  actual  position  ?— That  is  the  most 

convenient  place.  / ■ a 

4E 0c  And  that  of  course  any  acconvihodation  which  you  have  now  preserved 
for  yourself  should  be  reserved  in  a/py  place  devoted  to  that  purpose  r— Yes  ; and 
if  this  subject  is  under  consideration,  I should  say  there  must  be  always  two 
rooms  attached  to  the  Court,  /die  for  the  judge’s  own  retreat,  and  the  other  tor 
his  officers  or  those  who  m&y  be  in  attendance  upon  him  ; and  it  would  be  a giea 
accommi%v8aatei.'*mere  should  be  a room  for  the  bar  attendi^  the  oour  . 

To  have  suU  » room  is  a great  convenience  to  the  gentlemen  themselves,  and 

often  a gmat  saving  of  time  to  them,  and  it  is  also  a means  of  lessening 

and  dimiStag  the  noise  in  court ; and  by  that  means  the  transaction  of  the 

business  theU  is  facilitated.  I think,  therefore,  that  in  the  construction  uof  anv 

new  court  calre  should  be  taken  to  provide  such  a room  for  the  bar . 

be  better  to\ave  a common  room  for  bar  solicitors  and  others 

converse,  imrLeciiately  adjoining  the  court.  If  the  court  itself  be  T P 

of  meeting,  tlfere  are  occasions  on  which  great  interruptions  a mos  “ _ . jjJ 
arise.  Withf respect  to  the  garden  annexed  to  the  RoHs-house,  I oug  p P 
to  mention  tjhat  the  judges  of  the  common-law  courts  have  lo  » • 

of  chambers  ftrthe-’bulness  they  have  to  transact  for  the  public  and  it  has 
been  thought,  desirable  that  they  should  have  a piece  of  the  Rolls  g , 

pied  with  bindings  for  that  purpose.  They  made  arrangements  accoi  g : y, 

and  I believe  Stained  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  Boat  L 
before  any  coiLmunication  was  made  to  me  upon  the  subject.  . 
dered,  quite  dforrectly,  that  I had  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter  , 
the  gentlemen)  arranging  the  plan  came  to  me,  I was  under  the  necess  y 
saying  that  I < ,011sidered  it  part  of  my  duty  to  see  most  carefully  what  they  were 
doing,  for  the  dKh  the  property  was  devoted  to  the  public  service,  yet,  as  t 
»as?„r  the  ti,  .^trusted  to  me,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  see  *at  no  part  offfi 
was  applied  tc , any  purpose  which  might  interfere  with  any  moie  g PP 

cation  to  the  „d, lie  use  hereafter.  That  is  the  only  species  of  cent  ol  wine  I 
think  I have  c lVer  the  property.  Being  desirous  to  promote  the  object  <rt  tne 
judges,  and  considering  that  their  chambers  could  not  interfere  wi  P 

°'33-  I 3«  1 
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poses  to  which  the  Rolls  estate  would  probably  have  to  be  applied  hereafter  I 
proposed  that  I should  have  the  power  given  me  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  do 
what  was  wished. 

4506.  Chairman.]  Is  it  your  Lordship’s  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  the  Rolls 
Court  sitting  at  Westminster  for  a portion  of  the  year,  and  the  other  courts 
sitting  there,  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  should  sit  as  he  now  does  out  of  Term 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Rolls  Court? — It  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  but  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  bar  to  leave  their  libraries  and  chambers  to 
come  down  to  Westminster  all  the  year ; it  is  an  inconvenience  in  Term  time 

4507.  Sir  Robert H.  Inglis]  The  two  other  Courts  of  Chancery  sitting  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  seems  a reason  why  the  Rolls  should  be  retained 
there? — Yes,  near  Lincoln’s  Inn. 

4508.  Chairman.]  You  do  not  think  it  desirable  that  the  residence  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  should  be  kept  on  that  site?— I do  not  know  what  to  say 
about  that ; it  is  a matter  which  deserves  consideration.  It  is  probable  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  formerly  had  the  records  in  his  own  custody,  and  that  his 
residence  and  establishment  at  the  Rolls-house  were  not  improperly  considered 
to  be  a protection  to  the  Rolls.  This  protection,  if  it  was  any,  is  entirely  lost 
by  the  arrangements  that  have  been  made. 

4509.  I was  asking  you  this  question  with  a view  of  converting  the  present  site 
of  the  Rolls-house  and  some  of  the  ground  about  it,  which  I believe  is  public 
property? — It  is  the  Rolls  estate,  and  a word  will  show  how  that  is  and  how  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  is  situate  in  that  respect.  There  is  a considerable  estate 
annexed  to  the  Rolls-house,  and  which,  with  the  office,  is  granted  to  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls.  It  produces  an  income  which  I could  be  able  to  state,  though  I 
do  not  recollect  it  at  this  moment.  The  rents  belong  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
but  do  not  equal  the  salary  to  which  he  is  entitled  ; the  difference  between  the 
salary  and  the  amouqfc-^'ff^^ftts  is  made  up  by  the  public ; so  that  the  Mas^ 
ter  of  the  Rolls  jn  fac>t,  no  interest  in  the  rents,  but  he  receives  them  by 
an  officer  appointed  by  himself;  pertain  expenses  are  thereout  paid;  and  the 
deficiency  of  the  residue  is  supplied^  the  public.  The  Rolls  estate,  or  part  of 
it,  is  the  ground  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  appropriate  to  a public  record 
depository,  different  courts  of  justice^  and  chambers. 

4510.  Would  it  not  be  advantageouKS-^j16  leSal  profession,  and  to  persons 

interested  in  legal  inquiries,  that  a general  record-office,  if  built,  should  be 
built  on  that  site  ?— I think  so ; it  is  in  the  mid!-st  °f  ad  t*ie  offices,  and  in  a situ- 
ation most  convenient  to  the  public.  / 

45 1 l Do  you  not  think  that  the  building  a genera } record-office,  crymaining 
all  the  records,  would  be  very  serviceable  to  persons  intel^j^^r^/e»a*  wa^' 
— I should  apprehend  it  would.  1 

4512-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  a Bill  which  was  lfr a™ed  % 

the  erection  of  a general  record-office  on  that  site  ?—  I think  I am  * 1 iere  ls 

one  part  of  the  plan  I decidedly  object  to,  namely,  defraying  an,7  Pa*'t  of  the 
expense  from  the  fund  belonging  to  the  suitors  of  the  Court  of  Ch^incer-y*  . 

45 1 3-  rlave  you  seen  a letter  of  the  accountant-general  to  the3  secretaiy  °f 

the  Record  Commission  ?— Yes,  I have.  ]. 

4514.  Will  your  Lordship  look  at  it  [it  was  handed  to  his  Lords/X^'  and  ?a? 
letter1'  ^ C°nCUr  m the  views  therei«  expressed  ?— I quite  cdncl,r  In  that 

45 15.  You  consider  that,  if  the  public  require  the  accommodation! 0 f*  general 

record-off, ce,  the  public  ought  to  pay  for  it,  and  that  the  suitors  > ™ .Ch“ceI7 
are  not  to  pay  for  those  public  purposes  any  more  than  any  othai’of  the  KinS  s 
subjects  f— l am  entirely  of  that  opinion.  1 


You  do  not  think,  if  for  public  purposes  it!  sh“u’d 
havint  a..record-offi«h  that  the  convenience  of  the  Master  .of  tila  R,olls 
having  a residence  there  should  stand  in  the  way  ?— Any  convef lellce  to  hlm 


personally  ought  not  to  stand  in  the  way  for  a moment: 
4517-  you  do  not  think  there  would  be 


A 


that  , T , T K tllere  would  be  a"y  personal  eonveniel 

AT  T,  1A  ln  the  there  is  nothing  of  the  kincf 

daJ5itwonl!t  r.ath6ran  ;ncon™i>'ence?— I Considering  the  habits 
coLdeATL  7 S°me  be  c,onS'd<;red  tMher  an  inconvenience ; 

' d;  ‘a  l°™  °-  tw°  of  mJ'  Predecessors ; but  1 remember  th- 


nee  to  himself 


occupied  by  Sir  William  Grant,  who  was  not  a’familv 
who  was.  - 


man,  and  by 


pf  the  present 
[t  has  been  so 
house  being 
.ord  Giffbrd, 
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Sir  J lobert  H.  Ingli *.]  And  LordAlvanley  and  Sir  Thomas  Plumer?- 
d519-  . , „ ...... 


^ C«  During,  thejme  of  those  Masters,  the  Master  of  the 

B|s' used  to  sit  in  the  evening^,  Ye  ^ his  dinner he  used  to  sit  from 

Afterdmne  r-Ddo  not  unowa  ,h  for  l6.  or  20  days  m the 

. 4:11  ten  o’clock  in  tlie  even  e,  v r +Mr,Qi0  u«M>n  the  lerm,  and 


ten  o’clock  in  the  lie  iW  »d 

yf;*cdieed The  SX  afte?Tenn  were  occupied  by  the  Master  of 

is0"°W  e"tirely  abandoned?-YeS’ 

i‘|23.  your  Lordship  is,  by  virtue  of  your  office,  a member  of  the  Record 

Commission  1 Yes.  became  Master  of  the  Rolls,  taken  any  active 

jt24.  have  you,  since  you  rnmm;„s;on  j—No ; I have  received  several 
J in  the  business  of  the  Record  Comm,  s on  t «o,  0„  that  day 


part  iivthe  business  of could  attend.  . On  that  day 

summonses,  but  one  on  y the  businesSj  though  X did  not  take  an 

I attended  the  Board,  and  latt  on  which  j could  attend  without 


^ ded  the  Board ^ TSu\d  attend  without 
active  part  ®^hT^in™,  0f  my  Jurt, which  I considered  more  important. 

4526.  T . . j /-  tjmes  in  which  I was  occupied  as  a judge. 

S?:  “mid  aiftha^time  the  ^consider  thev  have  a right  to  depart, 
but  they  very  often  stay ta .great  deal  later.  afterwards  ?-Yes,  in 

considering  tho^matters  whitffi  have^been  discussed  in  court  or  require  lnvesti- 


considering  uh»p 

“Ebusiness  of  the  Commission budnesTto  occupy  the 
No.  If  I have  formed  a proper  notion  of  1 .he  extent ^ bni ^ ^ ^ £yself 

Record  Commission,  I think  t tet/I .have  1 t t ^ ^ devote  so  much 


accurately  acquainted  with,  thg-  who  e , ot  it  ^ business.  And  it 

time  to  it  Lve  a commission  so  constituted 

may  be  a question  Aether  it,  ^“^Vbusiness,  and  other  persons  attend 
that  some  persons  may  attend  to  the  gene  on)y. 

only  to  parts  ctf  it,  and  be  responsible  Puat  several  occasions  a meet- 

4530  Sir  iLbertH.Inglis.)  Are  you  aware  that  on  seven  ^ ^ ^ 

ing  of  the  Record  Commission  was  held  h ^ s’;  John  Leach  1 — I am 

for  the  convenience  of  the  then  Mastei  of  the  Rous, 

not  aware  of  tlliat.  . , _.n<=titiition  of  such  a commission, 

4531.  CAubLob.]  Do y°“  ™ ‘ bers  of  it  like  yourself,  who  have  the 

the  business  oU  it  should  be  left  .to  me  ftftnR  not;  in  that  case  it 

pressure  of  muCVh  more  important  dutie  . careful  attention 

would  be  left  ti,  the  attention  of  persons  who  could  not  „ 


pressure  ot  muc\li  more  lmponam  uu,.-  • ; careful  attention 

would  be  left  the  attention  of  persons  who  could  not  „ 

to  every  part  of  i|t.  . , , h . • 0f  a Record  Commission  in 

4532.  Are  thel-e  not jportion3 °* * b offidally  interested,  and  which  you 

which  you  are  n&t,  in  the  slightest  deg  , ^.-intending  the  printing  of 

have  not  time  ,dto  attend  to  ; for  instance  the  superintending  f 

works  Certai/enly  I- could  not  undertake  ia.  . j.  but  js  that  a matter 

4533.  I do- riot  mean  the  physical  opei  ■ ^ P of  th|  Rolls  is  necessary  or 

upon  which  y&i  think  the  presence  of  p business  enough  to  be  able 

serviceable  ?-$  do  not  understand  the  nature  of  the  business  en  g 


serviceable  r — lit  do  not  unaeis>u«*'* 

to  answer  that  Question.  . ,vn,-ks  and  publishes  them  for 

■ 4534-  The  Ifecord  Commission  ed.ts  certain  works,  ^ ^ ^ shotlld 
the  benefit  of  ablitiquarians  and  othei  persons  , reauisite? — Any  other  per- 

■you  think  the  presence  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  requisite  j 

son  I should  tliiiink  would  do  quite  as  wet  . business  others  would 

4535.  Do  y/bu  not  think  that  from  the  press®  e of  his  busme 
,be  more  qualified  ?— They  would  have  mole  time.  4536.  The 
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4536.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  not  think  the  Ma-t 
of  the  Rolls  is  qualified  to  judge  of  the  selection  of  records  for  the  purpos  f 
printing  ? — He  would  be  able,  from  the  information  he  derives  from  his  ofif'i 
situation,  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  records  to  which  access  was  most  d'esirahl 
for  legal  purposes,  and  in  that  way  to  judge  what  were  desirable  to  be  mad6 
more  accessible  to  the  public  by  printing. 

4537.  Chairman .]  In  regard  to  which  access  was  desirable  for  legal  purpose  ? 

— Yes,  his  office  would  give  him  some  facilities  in  that  respect.  P S' 

4538.  With  regard  to  the  records  interesting  to  the  historian  and  antiquarian 
do  you  think  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  could  give  a particularly  accurate 
judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  printing  them  ? — Not  more  than  any  other  per. 
son  of  an  active  and  intelligent  mind. 

4539.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  Do  you  not  think  it  probable 
that  a person  who  has  attained  the  high  office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls,  is  more 
likely  than  any  other  person  to  exercise  a correct  judgment  upon  that  subject? 
—I  can  scarcely  say  so  much  as  that. 

4540.  Chairman .]  Do  you  think  that  a person  who  has  attained  the  office  of 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  has  such  a necessary  historical  and  literary  taste  as  to 
qualify  him  for  that  duty  ; but  furthermore,  do  you  think  he  has  leisure  enough 
to  devote  to  the  subject  to  enable  him  to  form  a judgment  upon  the  propriety 
of  printing  siich  documents  ? — I can  hardly  tell  what  is  meant ; if  a statement 
were  laid  before  him,  about  the  nature  of  the  record,  and  the  use  likely  to  be 
made  of  it,  he  would,  by  the  exercise  of  his  own  understanding,  be  able  to  give 
a correct  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  printing  the  record. 

4541.  Chairman.]  So  he  would  in  regard  to  the  business  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise? — No;  that  would  involve  circumstances  and  technicalities  with  which 
he  was  less  likely  to  be  familiar. 

4542.  Sir  Robert  H.  Iiiglis.]  If  it  were  proposed,  at  a meeting  of  the  Record 
Commissioners,  to  publish  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  of  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, does  your  Lordship  think  that  the  position  in  the  law,  and  presumed 
education  and  acquirements  of  the  individual,  whoever  he  might  be,  filling 
the  office  of  the  Master  of  the  Roils,  would  or  would  not  qualify  him  to  give  a 
very-competent  opinion  to  his  colleagues  of  the  propriety  of  the  publication  of 
that  matter — taken- as  an  illustration  ?- — I should  think  so. 

4543-  ^ it  were  proposed  to  print  the  Nonae  Rolls,  or  the  great  Roll  of 

the  Pipe,  do  you  think  that  he  would  have  leisure  so  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment upon  the  subject  as  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  ? — With  respect  to  the 
Nonas  Rolls,  which  are  sometimes  resorted  to  in  cotu'ts  of  justice/  the  import- 
ance of  them  appears,  and  he  has  the  means  of  knowing  i^  hpVany  person  of 
an  intelligent  mind,  knowing  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  justice,’  would  be  able 
to  form  an  opinion  of  the  advantage  likely  to  be  derived  from  printing  ancient 
records.  Judges  who  are  familiar  with  suits  for  tithes,  the  evidence  in  which 
is  often  carried  back  to  a very  remote  period,  well  know  the  utility  of  these 
records  from  their  own  experience.  \ 

4544-  Chairman.]  Your  Lordship  is  speaking  of  records  in;  a legal  point 

of  view  ; I wish  you  to  direct  your  attention  to  their  importance  to  antiqua- 
rians ?— If  the  Master  of  the  Roils  was  told,  by  those  who  were  conversant  with 
the  subject,  that  such  a document  was  of  importance,  for  reasons  stated,  he 
would  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  upon  it.  j 

4545-  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Looking  back  to  your  Lord- 
ship  s predecessors,  is  your  Lordship  of  opinion  that  the  lafce  Lord  Alvanley, 
Sir  William  Grant,  Sir  Thomas  Plumer  and  Lord  Gifford,  were  or  were  not 
persons  qualified  to  form  a judgment,  as  to  the  utility  of  publications,  in  a legal 
and  historical  view  ? — In  a legal  view,  not  the  least  doubt ; in  arS  historical  view, 
with  a little  assistance,  no  doubt  either;  in  historical  matters,/  not  connected 
with  the  law,  they  might  have  required  some  assistance.  It  (does  not  follow 
because  a man  has  been  successful,  and  has  acquired  great  knowledge  in  his 
legal  pursuits,  that  he  should  therefore  possess  great  knowledge!  of  history. 

_ -454b-  Chairman.]  From  your  Lordship’s  previous  answers,  ft  would  appear 
that  the  information  that  they  must  collect  would  be  second-haiid  ; they  would 
have  to  trust  to  the  authority  of  some  other  Commissioner!  or  some  other 
persons  I hey  must  be  governed  by  evidence  adapted  to  ths  subject,  as  in 
other  cases.  : v \ ■ 

4547.  Admitting  their  perfect  competence,  which,  in  point  of  general  ability, 

\ no 
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Jj.nute  do  you  think  that  the  work  is  such  that,  with  the  leisure 
one  wou'd  dispute,  ao  y business,  he  can  get  such  mfor- 

ie  Master  of  the  Rolls  has,  owin  J r(,  on?_He  could  not  employ 

in  making  searches  y that  would  be  a great  encroachment  upon  the 
rime  he  ^ the  judgment  of  a person 

‘funded  uponvhiSayown  ^neeund ylTt^S 

11  “If  kLmato  peraon^  who  cannot  of  themselves  tell  what  opinion 
facts  are  well  known  to  nnnAurt  should  be  pursued  with  regard 


Right  Hon. 
Lord  Lang  dale. 

18  Way  1836. 


4548-  upon  his  own  expe’W  and  observations  r- 

„ho  cannot  give  one  „reatPadvantage.  There  are  many  cases  in  which 
Ithink.tm  ght  be  a j I S cannot  of  themselves  tell  what  opinion 

facrr  L Educed  from  them,  or  what  conduct  should  be  pursued  with  regard 

ought  to  be  ded“  ^ important  for  the  Commissioners  to  be  able  to ^resort 
■ “ thTr-on  who  might  not  know  the  facts  so  well  as  themselves,  and  yet  be  able 

r -r  r 

hnS  to  attend  » 

person  not  so  situated  ftct.  A person  of  such  habits 

ThfaffordTafuable  assistance  to  the  Commission,  notwithstanding  the  great 
”cc%ation  of  his  time  in  other  business.  which  there 

4550-  Take  the  case  of  . work  o the  work  that  the 

devote  to  the  ’S-S 

given  anseful  opinion  on  the  sub  ect  of  inquiry.  The 

p^e^Satet  Would  hTverobe  thought  of,  before  the  question,  whether 

'4r^w^ 

455  i ti,p  jitiJitv  of  transcribing  them,  and  punting  , X 

questkm  has  arisen,  whether  the  documents  useles”  1 

whether  the  documents  left  by  Rymei  f .>  Rops  WOuld  be  very  much 

charged  by  putting  persons  upon  the  C entirely  responsible,  and  could 

time  and  attention  to  it,  and  who  were  tu  y y , t eness  0f  their 

not  fall  back  upffin  any  second-hand  information , for  “P"  engaged 
work  ?-I  think  i\  would,  but  it  might  rarely  '“PPf"  “S  to  foim  m 
in  reading  over  relords  with  their  own  eyes  would  be  best  quantum  to 
opinion  upon  thesAibjects  referred  to.  . p,-  th  works  should  be 

4553.  1 do  not  pean  that  the  person  f.fg®“  ‘wtoto  have  Com- 

the  person  to  decide  upon  the  printing  y u w subiects,  and  who  could 

missioners  whose /whole  time  was  “cupte  P speakhlg,  I think  it  would  ; 

devote  their  undivided  attention  to  it.  . , J f 1 eofthe  transactions,  but 

there  should  be/ Commissioners  responsi  fher  person  called 

that  does  not  siem  inconsistent  with  the  % ’possibility 

into  assist  on  particular  occasions,  At » ng  nnd  istoc id  ha  to  »p  J 
did  not  extend  Aver  the  whole  operations,  but  to  tnose  tmngs  y 

person  called  irfi  might  interfere.  interference  in  practice  dimi- 

4554.  Woul/d  there  not  be  a bad  result  of  that  ptoterenc 1 did  interfere  and 

nishing  both  his  own  responsibility  for  those  acts  raw  apprehend  that 

the  general  ittesponsibility  of  the  other  Commies  ed-  SP  xhe  persons 
might  all  be  distinguished  m the  minutes  mf  the  peg  o0k  place 
attending  the  Meetings,  and  no  others,  would  be  roponsible 

at  those  meetings.  , , , r »prorci  Commission  would 

4555.  Is  it/fn|t  your  opinion  that  the  work  of  the  Record  uom  be 
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igbt  Hon.  be  better  done  if  the  Commission,  instead  of  being  as  at  present'  it  is  f 
onj  Langtia/e.  greater  part  composed  of  a number  of  persons  holding  other  offices  f„i|.,0r 
,,  ^ pying  their  time,  contained  in  it  some  persons  who  direcf.pd  • 0(:cu- 


a 5iccu,ci  pan  oumposeu  or  a numoer  or  persons  noidmg  other  offices  full,, 

AJav  iSofi  Pying.their  time,  contained  in  it  some  persons  who  directed  their  r>rin°^CU; 

y 6 * attention  to  its  business,  and  who  were  paid  for  it  — I am  not  nar>;  i v 

9omiomfari  it.  i...j i-i  . rdI  cicuiarly 


w^^.uaiu.  4ui  1LC--1  am  not  partienlari 

acquainted  with  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  business  which  is  required  t? 
done,  but  supposing  it  to  be  sufficient,  and  judging  of  it  from  other  busin  ° °6 
should  think  it  better  to  have  competent  persons  paid  for  regularly --attend’  ^ 1 
it,  and  responsible  for  its  being  duly  transacted.  That,  however/does  not^ t0 
to  me  to  exclude  other  persons  who  maybe  occasionally  resorted  to  for 
and  assistance.  dQVlCe 

4556.  You  would  not  have  many  such  persons  ; would  you  not  then  fall  •' 
the  danger  of  having  too  numerous  a commission  ?— You  do  not  require  man0 

4557.  I mean  those  not  paid  ?— It  would  be  desirable  to  have  persons  wh 

have  peculiar  knowledge  of  history  and  antiquities,  or  who  have  control  o ° 
particular  records  ; the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  for  instance,  and  other  persons 
have  under  their  control  very  important  documents.  I conceive  it  to  be  r.VU 
that  the  Record  Commission  should  act  in  concert  with  those  who  have  neoJ 
and  appropriate  knowledge,  or  who  have  the  custody  of  records  and 
seems  no  mode  more  effective  than  making  them  Commissioners,  or  connectin'! 
them  honourably  with  the  Commission  ; but  they  are  not  to  be  supposed  to  ff 
generally  responsible  for  the  duties  of  the  Commission,  or  for  more  than  th 
particular  things  on  which  they  advise  or  in  which  they  interfere.  It  would  hi 
wrong  to  consider  as  responsible  generally  those  persons  who,  thouo-h  thev  2 
in  the  Commission,  cannot  attend  and  avowedly  do  not  attend  to  every  thin! 
that  is  done  there.  y un& 

45.58  The  Right  hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  [Vynn.]  Do  you  apprehend  there  would 
be  employment  for  the  whole  of  the  individual  Commissioners’  time  ■ that  thev 
could,  without  an  inconvenient  interference  with  the  editors,  occupy  the  whole 
of  their  time  in  superintending  publications  ? — I cannot  judge  of  that  • I have 
not  the  means;  I do  not  particularly  know  the  business  that  is  done  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  all  I say  upon  the  subject  must  be  taken  with  great  allow 
ance  on  that  account.  6 

4559-  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a man 
whose  business,  with  which  he  was  entrusted  and  for  which  he  was  paid,  should 
be  that  of  a Record  Commissioner  ?— I should  think  so  ; judging  from  all  other 
liarly Tests  SeCmS  beUei  t0  laV6  S°me  person  011  whom  the  responsibility  pecu- 

would  v„fiha'?T!“iS-SiMWaS1,framed,with  one  or  two  Paid  Commissioners, 
wou  d you  think  it  desirable  to  have  so  large  a number  of  official  Commissioners 

Commissi  1 am  80rr?to  say  that  1 d°  not  know  how  many  official 

f-  hep  are’  ",0r  hoT  m,any  of  them  have  Peculiar  knowledge  of 
histoiyandantiquittes,  or  have  the  legal  custody  of  records  and  documents 

,t  mivhr  h7'be  ,mP°r‘a”t  to  b™g  under  the  consideration  of  the  Commission; 
he  income  ! P “I1,1  ’,ose  who  have  records  in  their  custody  should 

v!nffi„t^ryCOnm  Wd  d“COmmission’  for  the  W**  of  more  coh- 
!“’£  agreeable  communication.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  for 
instance,  has  valuable  documents  under  his  care ; when  thqhe  documents  are 


unrlpr  f T . ms  care ; wiien  those  documents  an 

i“s  of  d at  m’  ard  “.T'nstton  arises  what  ought  to  be  done  with  them,  i 

it  J 2'  -b le  that  the  Commission  should  act  in  concert  with  him  ; am 


if-  QPPmv  v,  • , ^ UU  b,luultl  act  in  concert  with  him  ; ant 

nmceedffi„  ! renn’-a"d’  38  far  aS  1 ™ aware  of>  »»  unobjectionable  mode  o 
mission  .I  !/”  hlm  T”  ,the  Commission,  or  connect  him  with  the  Com 

™nd  assishnce  a “TV11*11  he  ma5'  be  invited  to  a‘tend  aijid  give  his  advic, 
and  assistance  upon  the  documents  he  has  the  care  of.  I b 

comZ/d  of™™"™’  ''’ouidthere  not  be  always  this  risk,  W the  Board  wa: 
in  some  nartirnlar  “nPa,d  Commissioners,  that  they  might  take  an  interest 
upon  a oLstion  of  Z*6?  ’!”Pht  come  down,  s/ay,  for  instance, 


unon  a mpcfinn  JI115ni:  come  down,  s(ay,  tor  instance 

other  human  beings, PandI?eHeVe  “fit?  °f‘he  ReC°rd  j?"6® 

sion<?  for  inctnn^,  A oeneve  It  is  the  case  among  various  unpaid  Commis- 
and  the  resnonsihle’ rvf™  - 3-  T'estion  of  patronage  they  migijit  come  down, 
most  coo-nirmt  of  it  mnj'ss‘0,’ersi  who  really  understood  the  fjiatter,  and  were 
thf  honmarv  Com  6 out™ted?-I  »h°uld  think  thajpon  those  occa- 
responsible  for  those^ppoTZen™  "0t  interfere  or  Tate  themselves 

and5that  rimZes^rihfo  C™011—  that  t,lat  distinction  would  )be  acted  upon, 
that  the  irresponsible  Commissioners  would  keep  strictly  toVtlie  mates  in 

' which 


A 
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, . ..  interfere  That  Could  be  very  easily  regulated.  Lori 

Record  Commission. - 

Veneris,  20°  die  J\i(xii,  i 836. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

,,  ,,  I Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  gjr  claries  Lemon. 

KS:C.W.W„taWy,rn.  I Sir  KobertH.  Inglis. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 

„ T Fsouire  f.Ts.,  called  in  ; and  farther  Examined. 

Patnck  Fraser  Ty • Qq  ^ contemplate  some  difficulty  as  to  the 

4564-  Mr . JHueyJ  entitled  “ Materials  for  the  History  of  Great 

immediate  continuation . **  ^ exjst  among  our  records  some  documents 

Britain,”  are  you  of ' °P“I0P “ lt  J fa  t the  historian,  and  whose  completeness 
ttCf ^reaSly  farther  delay  in  their  publication  t_ 

^ Toa  ™enBoa  a^>rkCof  M^^etrie^know^b^he^^ 

between  “ Records . and  ‘o ?,  ;t  ; ..  Qf  “ Records"  there  are  series  either  so  com- 
Jlaterials  lor  the  History  of  Bntai  ' d " them  fit  for  publication.  The  “ Historical 

plete,  or  so  nearly  complete,  as  to  e h . nicies  or  extracts  from  ancient 

Materials  for  the  History  of  Bnta  » chr0 ^ &c.  Of  Mr.  Petrie's 

chronicles,  such  as  Gildas,  Nennius,  ( with  any  precision  ; for 

work  it  would  not  be  -right for  ^ “ that  learned  Un,  1 did  not 

although  I have  seen  the  first  volu  P ^hich  would  enable  me  to  speak 

.examine  it  with  that  care ;and  < ^“^^Xsnch  as  the  Patent  Rolls  or  the 
Lpon  it ; but  I am  sure  it  c Oorous  Historic  Anglicanse.  When  it  com- 

Close  Rolls ; it  is  intended  to  ; r/this  field  and  Mr.  Petrie  had,  I believe, 

menced  there  werd  but  few  labou  ^ . nQW  it  is  different;  he  might  have  assist- 
to  rely  on  Ins  ownWssisted  etto  , Thorpe  and  Mr.  Kemble.  In  an 

ance.  In  Saxon  ftistory  an  _ • t cor,ies  of  ancient  chronicles,  and  in  testing 
intimate  knowledge^  the  manuscript  copies  at 

their  comparative  value  and^authenrt  t|,  Nfa  attention  was  not  pointed 

4566.  You  are  Requested  to  ““  J“,k;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 

exclusively  to  the  completion  0 fM ^ P ^ nd  that  work  „n  account  of 
you  were  asked,  supp  osing  it  weie  des  1 • er; ap s at  once  to  complete, 

the  uncertainty  w58p  we have,  the  whole  of  the  inatena*  hich  we  ha/e  an 
it,  whether  there  do  nipt  exist  some  t^lds J“h2re  if  they  are  to  be  pub- 
absolute  certainty  thatj  they  are  comP  ’ immediately  ?— There  certainly  are 

fished  at  any  time,  th'ey  may  be  published  alluded  to  the 

such  series  /and  I th4k  I ^^SSt^SSSSS^i^  most  ably  and 
Close  Rolls  which  hive  been  published  y j wQuld  also  pomt  0ut 

learnedly  edited  by  ‘ Mr.  Hardy,  as  nublished  and  are  going  on  at  present 

the  Privy  Council  V°oks  which  have  been  public ^ Nicolas]  I think  that 
under  the  very  ablei  and  learned  I ld  b atefui  for  them  ; 

with  regard  to  work  s of  this  character  undertake, 

and  they  are  such  a’js  the  Record  Commissi  , BUMished  which  you  could 
4567y  Are  there  Ly  mentfon  some  ; 

mention  as  likely  /to  be  useful  to  futu  -would  require  longer  time 

although  to  decided  the  question  ofpompar  < think,  another  series, 

and  more  caution!  examination.  The  Paten  Rolls  are^  &e  pipe  Rolls, 

which  the. country/ would  be  grateful  to  see  -pint  , p 7 lpok;ng  to  the 
always  taking  if  to  consideration  them.  The 


amoimt  of  the 
0.33 


Ito  consideration  the  views  lonucriy  ^ p them.  The 
lisposable  funds,  and  the  h est  moc  e o opinion 
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P.  F.  Tytler,  Esq.  opinion  stated  does  not  go  to  the  stopping  printing ; I would  say,  when  vo 

r.  ii.  s.  g0t  what  I believe  is  the  first  essential,  print  as  much  as  you  like  • on]  ^ave 
a judicious  and  learned  discretion,  consider  carefully  the  extent  and  nat^  ^ 
the  original  plan  of  the  work  you  begin  to  print,  do  not  overload  it  • c]Ule-!? ^ 
your  documents,  beware  of  considering  all  to  be  valuable  which  is*  a 
and  the  country  will  be  grateful  for  it.  acient> 


20  May  1836. 


4568.  In  short,  if  there  were  only  sufficient  funds  for  producing 


catalogue,  you  would  wish  the  funds  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  that  purposed 

4569.  But  if  the  liberality  of  the  nation  was  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  n 1 
lication  of  those  records,  you  conceive  that  that  publication  would  be  fn 
essentially  useful  to  future  historians  ? — I do.  I stated  my  views  with  rewardT 
catalogues  raisonnes,  because  they  appeared  to  me  paramount  and  primary  sfp  ° 
and  I would  merely  suggest  that  there  should  be  a great  deal  of  discret' 
exercised  in  printing  selections  or  collections.  Enormous  sums  have  ahead** 
been  expended,  it  is  to  be  feared,  and  in  that  way  there  might  be  impatience  ^ 
to  giving  a great  deal  more. 

4570.  Though  you  might  be  apprehensive  of  any  impatience  in  printing  col- 
lections  of  documents,  of  which  we  have  not  at  present  a perfect  knowledge' 
you  do  not  see  any  such  risk  in  the  publication  of  the  complete  and  consecutive 
series  to  which  you  have  alluded  ? — I do  not. 

4577.  Chairman .]  In  any  remarks  you  have  made,  do  you  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood you  are  at  all  favourable  to  a commission  like  the  Record  Commission 
publishing  original  materials,  such,  for  instance,  as  “ Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Essay 
on  the  Origin  of  the  Equitable  Jurisdiction”  ? — Works  or  essays  of  that  nature 
however  ingenious,  do  not  seem  to  me  to  lie  within  the  useful  sphere  of  the 
Record  Commission. 

4572.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  leave  to  such  a commission  the 
publication  of  the  raw  materials  for  history,  with  the  explanations  necessary  to 
accompany  them,  and  not  to  allow  them  to  publish  original  essays  ?— Yes 
certainly,  that  is  my  opinion. 

4573-  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Are  you  not  of  opinion  it  adds 
materially  to  the  value  of  a collection  to  prefix  to  it  a judicious  introduction  in 
the  nature  of  an  essay,  provided  it  be  executed  by  a competent  person  ?— Cer- 
tainly ; but  the  question  is  very  general,  and  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  essay. 

If  the  honourable  Gentleman  alludes  to  the  great  collections  published  by  the 
Record  Commission,  I would  beg  to  say,  that  I think  it  right,  and  .indeed  acces- 
sary, to  prefix  to  such  collections  a brief  general  preface  or  introduction,  but  witV 
this  caution,  that  it  does  not  swell  into  an  original  work,  iLt  limits  itself  to 
explanations  or  brief  illustrations  of  their  utility  and  importance. 

4374;  Chairman .]  Would  you,  for  instance,  if  the  Record  Commission,  was 
publishing  a mass  of  those  documents,  approve  of  its  publishing  the  speculations 
of  an  individual  upon  the  portion  of  history  to  which  th^se  records  refer?— 

I would  not ; I would  confine  the  additions  to  illustrative  nc|tes  necessary  to  the 
explanation  of  the  text ; more  would,  I think,  be  injudicious;  it  would  increase 
expense,  and,  considering  the  nature  of  the  collection,  woul  d scarcely  be  in  good 
taste.  That  at  least  is  my  opinion,  but  it  is  matter  of  opinion  only. 

4575-  Is  there  any  point  upon  which  you  wish  to  supply  anything  to  your 
evidence  ?— There  is  one  point  regarding  voluntary  labouru  a subject  upon  which 
questions  were  addressed  to  me,  to  which  I wish  to  add  ,ja  few  words : I men- 
tioned the  voluntary  labour  of  clubs,  the  voluntary  laboVur  of  individuals  of 
lai  ge  and  independent  fortune,  who  undertook  the  task  fronxji  a love  of  the  work, 
and  paid  the  expenses,  and  the  voluntary  labour  of  bookse'j  lllers,  who  did  it  for 
profit,  and  writers  not  displeased  if  profit  came.  With  rejVard  to  clubs,  the 
mnnatyne  and  Maitland  clubs  were  given  as  examples  of  twj10  such  associations; 
and  it  strengthens  my  opinion  and  the  view  of  what  would  bt  & done,  to  state  that 
since  1 have  resided  here,  and  examined  some  of  the  manuscrip  (t  stores  of  England, 
l nave  had  repeated  applications  from  the  secretary  of  the  Maitlog  md  club,  requesting 
me  to  direct  them  to  manuscript  works,  which  they  were  anxious  to  print;  and 
lately  when  Mr.  Thomson,  the  president  of  the  Bannatyne  cl%tb,  was  in  town, 
and  I had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  him,  he  expressed  tijihe  same  desire  to 
lave  selections  of  original  letters  made,  which  the  club  would  iShe  happy  to  print. 
In  the  case  of  the  secretary  of  the  Maitland  club,  I have  had  V repeated  letters 

from 
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f om  him.  He  knew  I was  at  the  sources,  and  requested  me  to  give  him.  infer-  p.  f.  Tytler,  Esq. 
ixiation  as  to  any  valuable  works,  for  which,  he  added,  they  would  soon  find  a *.  a-  s. 

^ 0an  you  give  us  any  information  with  respect  to  the  comparative  extent,  20  May  l836. 

value  and  importance  of  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission  and 
those  published  by  the  Maitland  and  Bannatyne  clubs  ; I mean  to  say,  are  the 
works  published  by  the  clubs,  works  of  as  great  importance  and  as  great  extent 
as  some  of  those  published  by  the  Record  Commission? — Not  of  as  great  extent, 
certainly,  as  some  of  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission.  I allude  here 
to  the  Close  Rolls  already  mentioned  as  a valuable  collection  of  documents;  but 
in  determining  the  comparative  value  of  the  works  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners and  the  works  of  these  associations,  I must  be  permitted  to  draw  a dis- 
tinction between  the  works  latterly  published  -by  the  Record  Commission  of 
1830,  and  the  works  published  by  the  first  Record  Commission  of  1800.  The 
Scala  Chronicle  and  the  Lanercost  Chronicle,  the  Cartulary  of  Paisley,  the 
Cartulary  of  Melrose,  at  present  publishing  by  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch, 
the  Memoirs  of  Sir  James  Melvill,  and  other  works  of  these  clubs,  are  of  much 
importance  and  utility  to  historical  inquirers.  They  are  superior  I think  to 
many  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  which  have  been  begun,  and 
are  either  now  suspended,  or  have  been  found  comparatively  useless. 

4577.  Are  they  equally  works  of  such  a nature  that  you  think  private  pub- 
lishers would  not  think  it  their  interest  to  publish,  but  that  they  must  be  under- 
taken by  somebody,  either  public  or  private,  that  did  not  care  for  a profitable 
return  for  the  expenditure  ? — Certainly ; the  works  published  by  these  clubs  are  of 
such  a description,  that  if  offered  to  a bookseller  they  would  not  be  published  by 
him. 

4578.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn .]  Have  the  goodness  to  state  to 
what  extent  do  any  of  those  works  singly  reach? — They  do  not,  in  extent, 
reach  to  anything  like  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission ; neither 
do  I think  that  you  must  expect  from  such  an  association  of  voluntary  labourers 
a work  of  such  extent,  as  is  and  ought  to  be  published  by  the  Record  Commission. 

Yet,  let  me  here  add  something  in  explanation : By  the  united  efforts  of  the  clubs 
a still  larger  series  than  has  yet  appeared  might  be  edited,  whilst  the  clubs  keep  up 
their  distinct  character.  Thus  they  might  proceed  with  a series  of  cartularies  till 
all  were  printed.,..  There  are  preserved  in  Scotland  many  valuable  cartularies  of 
ancient  monasteries?,  and  those  cartularies  contain  the  most  authentic  materials 
for  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  country  ; the  Bannatyne  and  Mait- 
land clubs  I hope,’  by  their  conjoint  labours,  will  be  able  to  publish  in  time  the 
whole  series.  Aliieady  we  have  printed  the  Cartulary  of  Paisley,  the  Cartulary 
of  Melrose,  the  Cartulary  of  Levenax,  and  I trust  soon  vve  shall  see  the  Cartulary 
of  Glasgow. 

4579.  Mr.  Pusey.']  , Do  all  the  publications  of  those  clubs,  taken  together,  bear 
any  considerable  ratio  ,to  the  entire  collection  of  records  in  Scotland  ? — No,  not  yet. 

4580.  So  that  the/labours  of  an  historian,  who  intended  to  write  a work.upon 
the  original  research  es,  would  not  be  very  materially  abridged  by  the  combined 
result  of  the  efforts  <pf  those  clubs  ? — Already  they  have  published  works,  which, 

I think  I may  say,,  without  exaggeration,  materially  abridge  the  labours  of  the 
Scottish  historian  ; , the  works  I have  last  mentioned  chiefly  relate  to  the  more 
remote  periods  of  ithe  history  of  Scotland.  I could  mention  other  works  pub- 
lished by  them  wh^ch  embrace  later  periods,  such  as  the  times  of  Mary  and  of 
James  the  Sixth,  an^l  which  are  highly  useful ; yet  I allow  they  have  still  a great 
field  before  them,  aifid  much  to  do." 

4581.  And  the  'historian  would  be  exposed  to  much  inconvenience  by  the 

necessary  research,-  amongst  original  unpublished  documents  ? — Certainly  he 

would.  h 

4582.  And  to  gyeat  loss  of  time? — No  doubt  time  would  be  lost  which  might 
he  more  profitably  employed,  if  he  could  commence  building  his  work  without 
having  to  quarry  rhis  materials.  Yet,  though  one  might  be  anxious  to  save  this 
hme,  it  is  not  w)  holly  lost.  To  a certain  extent  the  labour  repays  itself.  The 
reason  is,  that  w.  fhat  is  very  often  considered  and  despised  as  manual  labour, 
namely,  the  mak  ting  a catalogue  raisonne,  is  not  merely  manual  labour,  but  gives 
the  historian  a minute  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  country 
Much  sometimdps  he  would  not  otherwise  acquire. 

0.33.  • 3 h 4583-  Then 
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4583.  Then  your  answer  seems  to. suppose  that. the  historian  is  himself  to  c 

struct  the  catalogue  raisonne  ? — When  an  historian  commences  any  great  wo 
and  there  are  no  catalogues  raisonnes  in  the  country,  he  must,  to  a certain  deei-p  ’ 
undertake  a labour  which  amounts  nearly  to  the  same  thing.  s ee> 

4584.  The  questions  that  have  been  put  to  you,  with  regard  to  the  continu 
tion  of  the  publication  of  our  records,  have  assumed,  in  pursuance  of  y0Ur  Sua~ 
gestion,  that  a catalogue  raisonne  would  be  formed  at  the  expense  of  Government? 
— Under  this  assumption  there  can  be  no  objection  to  continue  the  publication  f 
records,  such  as  I have  before  described,  always  supposing  that  there  are  fund 
enough  for  both  purposes. 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 


4585.  Mr.  Pusey .]  ARE  you  of  opinion,  that  however  useful  the  labour  of 
literary  clubs  may  be  in  the  publication  of  portions  of  our  records,  that  the  result  of 
their  combined  labours  can  ever  relieve  the  Government  from  the  duty  of  affording 
assistance  to  future  historians  of  this  country  by  the  publication  of  its  records?-! 

I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  permanent  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the 
efforts  of  clubs,  or  of  any  other  association  of  individuals,  for  the  publication  of 
the  great  stores  of  materials  for  English  history  ; and  I am  convinced  that  such 
materials  can  only  be  published  by  the  Government.  I wish  to  be  understood 
as  speaking  with  great  respect  of  the  labours  of  the  literary  clubs  of  Scotland 
which  have  printed  many  works  of  historical  importance ; but  the  principal 
reason  why  great  reliance  cannot  be  placed  on  the  exertions  of  such  associations 
is,  that  their  labours  are  usually  more  directed  to  documents  of  a -local  nature 
or  to  those  which,  for  other  reasons,  are  of  peculiar  interest  to  its  leading  mem- 
bers, than  to  manuscripts  relating  to  the  general  history  of  this  country.  More- 
over, the  exertions  of  clubs  are  always  liable  to  be  impeded  by  the  occurrence  of 
those  little  jealousies  and  dissensions  which  are  incidental  to  coteries  of  all  kinds  • 
and  which  interrupt,  if  they  do  not  destroy,  any  general  plan.  Another  objec- 
tion to  the  publications  of  clubs  is,  that  they  rarely  print  books  for  sale,  and,  in 
most  cases,  when  their  publications  can  be  purchased,  they  are  sold  at  an  enor- 
mous price. 

4586.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  important  that  the  Govern- 

ment should  so  direct  its  operations  as  to  avail  itself  to  the  utmost  of  the  labours 
of  those  individuals,  by  affording  access  to  materials  ? — Certakily ; and  to  show 
how  the  present  system  impedes  the  exertions  of  individuals,  j I will  mention  the 
instance  of  a work  which  I edited,  called  “ the  Scrope  and  Grosvenor  Rolls.” 
That  book  was  printed  at  the  expense  of  an  association  of  gentlemen,  each  of 
whom  subscribed  five  guineas.  The  original  was  in  the  Towefr,  and  no  less  a sum 
than  111  l.  were  paid  for  a transcript,  being  the  full  fee  of  1 f s.  for  every  folio  of 
72  words,  which  sum  would  have  been  nearly  sufficient  Vor  printing  the  entire 
document.  I 

4587.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn7\  WhatdoVyou  apprehend  would 
have  been  the  expense  of  a copy,  independent  of  the  office  fiees  ? — Less,  by  two- 
thirds,  of  the  sum  charged. 

4588.  The  expense,  provided  there  had  not  been  officefl  fees  of  making  the 

transcript,  would  not  have  exceeded  one- third  ? — No.  >P 

4589.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Supposing  it  desirable  to  suspend  any>  Collections  of  public 

documents  illustrating  the  history  of  Great  Britain  that  Cexist  in  our  record 
offices  until  those  records  are  so  far  methodized  and  catalogued  that  editors  will 
be  better  enabled  to  judge  when  their  works  are  complete,  Pure  you  of  opinion 
there  exist  a series  of  records  in  our  collections,  or  in  public'^  collections,  whose 
completeness  is  so  undoubted,  that  their  publication  might  takLe  place  during  the 
general  process  of  methodization  ? — Yes.  There  are  many  off*  such  serieses;  for 
instance,  the  Close,  Patent  and  other  Rolls ; and  the  Privy  Corfencil  Books,  a per- 
fect series  of  which  exists  in  the  Privy  Council  Office,  from  that  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  fu 

Henry  Cole,  Esquire,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

4=590.  Chairman.]  WHEN  were  you  first  employed  about  theS^e  Miscellaneous 
Exchequer  Records? — In  February  1833  I was  engaged  by  Mr.  feooper  to  cata- 
logue some  records  that  had  been  brought  from  the  King’s  Rememflbrancer’s  Office 

to 
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t • Cambers  by  Mr.  Thompson..  As  the  records  were  very  dirty  and  muti- 
0 his  y . j i AOKnnc  tr,  n.lpfln  and  renair  them,  a work  which  thev 


’ t procured  two  young  persons  to  clean  and  repair  them,  a work  which  they 
late  • id  to  perform  for  a period  of  about  five  weeks  at  Mr.  Cooper’s  house, 
continue F . , , M noover  state,  jn  this  room,  that  the  operations  of 


11 ^thersurprised  to’hear  Mr.  Cooper  state,  in  this  room,  that  the  operations  of 
1WdS  ™ cieaners  of  records  had  contributed,  with  other  causes,  towards  putting  the 
t*l0se  • • n to  an  expense  of  370/.  for  repairs  of  his  house  and  accommodations, 
c°mnu  ^ own  knowledge,  a few  shillings  would  have  purchased  the 

lDaf  • is  aiJd  furnished  every  convenience  necessary  for  those  workmen, 
mater  > and  ratal  no-nemo-  were  afterwards  carried  on  at  the 


inater,;n ns  of  arranging  and  catalogueing  were  afterwards  carried  on  at  the  Mews 
°F?liarinff  Cross. ° I am  desirous  of  referring  the  Committee  to  the  General 
n nrt  now  printing  by  the  Commission  on  Public  Records,  in  which  will  be 
?Cnd  fragments  of  a long  report  furnished  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  from  which  Mr. 
Toner  aided  by  Mr.  Hunter,  has  not  only  expunged  my  name,  but  they  have 
-mvitikitpfl  it.  in  what  annears  to  me  a very  discreditable  manner. 


T^iSp-ed  and  mutilated  it,  in  what  appears  to  me  a very  discreditable  manner. 
M,  Cooper’s  letter  of  January  7,  1835,  says,  “ I am  glad  to  hear  your  report  will 
be  so  full ; there  is  no  doubt  it  will  do  you  great  credit,  and  be  satisfactory  to  the 


hoard  and  the  public.”  My  name  is  not  only  expunged  from  it,  but 

uu<u  . . +1-IQ  nvMo  The  rennrt  is  TVi 


refused"  the  "common  courtesy^  of  correcting  the  jjress.  The  report  is  printed 


2*1?  many  errors  which  I should  have  rectified.  I remonstrated  with  Mr. 
Hunter  against  the  proceeding,  and  also  with  Mr.  Cooper.  I will  read,  from  the 
muerfect  extract,  a description  of  the  state  in  which  I found  these  Miscellaneous 
Records  (Appendix  to  General  Report,  page  181.)  “ The  great  bulk  of  those 

regarded  as  Miscellaneous  Records,  which  comprised  records  of  all  periods  from 
Rich.  1 to  Geo.  4,  were  heaped  together  in  two  large  sheds  or  bins  in  the  King  s 
Mews  The  dimensions  of  the  larger  of  these  sheds  were  14  feet  in  height, 
14  feet  in  width,  and  16  feet  in  depth;  of  the  smaller,  the  dimensions  were 
10  feet  in  height,  5 feet  in  width,  and  16  feet  in  depth.  In  these  sheds  4,136 
cubic  feet  of  national  records  were  deposited  in  the  most  neglected  condition, 
besides  the  accumulated  dust  of  centuries.  All,  when  these  operations  com- 
menced, were  found  to  be  very  damp;  some  were  m a state  of  inseparable 
adhesion  to  the  stone  walls ; there  were  numerous  fragments  which  had  only  just 
escaped  entire  consumption  by  vermin ; and  many  were  in  the  last  stage  of  putre- 
faction. Decay  and  damp  had  rendered  a large  quantity  so  fragile,  as  hardly  to 


admit  of  being  touched;  others,  particularly  those  m the  form  of  rolls  were  so 
coagulated  together,  that  they  could  not  be  uncoiled.  Six  or  seven  perfect  skele- 
tons of  rats  were  found  imbedded,  and  bones  of  these  vermin  were  generally 
distributed  throughout  the  mass ; and,  besides  furnishing  a charnel-house  for  the 
dead  during  the  first  removal  of  these  national  records,  a dog  was  employed  111 
hunting  the  live  rats,  which  were  thus  disturbed  from  their  nests.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  prosecute  any  measure  of  assorting  whilst  the  records  remained  m this 
position;  indeed,  a slow  process  of  selecting  or  separating  any  portions  could  not 
have  been  endured,  even  ;by  the  greatest  physical  strength,  or  the  greatest  stock 
of  patience.  The  first  ste‘p  taken  was  to  divide  the  mass  into  small  and  approach- 
able portions ; accordingly,  three  Irish  labourers,  besides  superintending  assist- 
ance, together  with  th-e  dog  aforesaid,  were  employed,  during  a fortnight,  m 
removing  this  deposit  M national  records,  and  placing  it  m sacks ; and  nothing 
but  strong  stimulants  sustained  the  men  in  working  amongst  such  a mass  of 
putrid  filth,  stench,  dart  and  decomposition.  In  this  removal  not  less  than  -4 
bushels  of  dust  and  tike  most  minute  particles  of  parchment  and  paper  were  col- 
lected; 500  sacks  of/ national  records  were  filled  from  these  sheds,  each  sack 
containing  eight  bushels;  so  that  from  this  locality  alone  4,000  bushels  of  every 
species  of  record  wdlre  obtained.  From  various  other  parts  of  the  King  s Mews 
about  800  bushels  jof  records  were  collected.” 

. 4591.  Was  any  c\at  found  ? — A cat  was  subsequently  found,  and  if  the  Committee 
are  disposed  to  seel  it  I can  produce  it,  as  well  as  the  skeletons  of  the  rats.  Y±  he 
Witness  produced  a)nd  exhibited  to  the  Committee  the  remains  of  a cat  and  some  rats. j 
I would  just  staii®  briefly,  that  in  this  report  will  be  found  the  result  of  the 
labours  I have  supf  erintended  regarding  these  records.  As  substantiating  the  as- 
sertion I made,  tlhat  my  report  was  left  imperfect,  I may  call  the  notice  ot  the 
Committee  to  a list  of  the  quantity  of  sacks  and  bushels  of  records  that  apper- 
tained to  each  King’s  reign,  e.  g.,  James  I.,  21  sacks  or  1 L 68  bushels.  Of  the 
coast  bonds  I hafd  not  ascertained  the  number  of  sacks,  and  I had  lett  a Dian  , 
intending  to  fill/it  up  when  I corrected  the  press,  and  also  of  the  number  of  the  po 
books.  The  Committee  will  see  that  a blank  is  left.  I expressly  pointed  out  to 
0.33.  f 3 H 2 
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Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Cooper  that  I wished  to  supply  defects,  and  correct  star 
deal  details  if  requisite.  Another  observation  I wish  to  mate,  is,  that  Mr.  Hunt 
queried  some  readings  of  mine,  and  came  to  the  Augmentation  Office  to  i!K| 
upon  the  subject.  - I told  him  his  alterations  of  my  readings  must  be  at  his  ow' 
responsibility ; and  he  has  read  in  an  ancient  document  the  word  “ eadem  ’■  f ^ 

“ quod.”  I have  shown  the  passage  to  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  an(j  m ■ 
both  agree  with  me  that  “ eadem  ” is  the  wrong,  and  that  “ quod  ” is  the  *5 
reading. 

4592.  Were  you  the  first  person  employed  in  arranging  these  records  ?^N0. 
previously  to  my  operations  Mr.  Vanderzee  and  Mr.  Adlington  had  both  been 
engaged  therein ; and  Mr.  Cooper  expressed,  in  the  Agenda,  p.  250,  dissatisfac- 
tion at  their  proceedings,  and  said  that  they  were  “ utterly  inefficacious,”  and  [ 
believe  engaged  me  to  conduct  the  operations  in  the  place  of  those  gentlemen 
Since  I have  commenced  operations  on  those  records  I have  been  the  only  person 
who  conducted  the  arrangement  of  them. 

4593-  When  did  you  commence? — Actively  in  May  1833. 

4594.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Why  do  you  say  you  only  believe  you  were  engaged?— 
There  has  been  so  much  dissatisfaction  and  so  great  an  impossibility  of  ascer- 
taining what  my  real  engagement  was,  that  I should  not  be  surprised  if  Mr 
Cooper  were  to  say  I was  not  engaged,  had  I not  the  fact  of  payment  to 
back  my  assertion. 

4595.  Chairman.]  When  and  where  did  you  carry  on  this  business  of  sorta- 
tion  ? — First  for  about  five  weeks  in  Boswell-court,  then  at  the  Mews  for  several 
months,  and  afterwards  at  the  Augmentation  Office. 

4596.  In  what  mode  did  you  carry  it  on ; describe  the  process  by  which  those 
records  were  sorted? — I could  refer  to  a passage  in  the  Agenda  that  I drew  up 
at  the  time,  and  which  briefly  states  it ; I can  however  detail  it  from  memory. 
The  miscellaneous  records  being  transferred  from  the  sheds  into  sacks,  two  per- 
sons, the  bag-bearer  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  being  the  chief,  were  then  em- 
ployed in  sorting  into  reigns : the  contents  of  the  sacks  comprised  an  indiscri- 
minate mass  of  records  of  all  reigns.  When  a sack  of  the  records  of  one  King’s 
reign  had  been  filled,  it  was  then  delivered  into  the  hands  of  persons  to  clean  and 
to  press ; those  records  so  cleaned  and  pressed  were  given  to  an  assistant  of  mine  to 
sort  into  perfect  and  imperfect  records.  The  perfect  records  were  repaired,  and 
the  imperfect  laid  aside,  to  be  attended  to  when  a complete  sortation  of  all  had 
been  effected.  After  a record  had  been  repaired,  I myself  examined  it,  and  took 
the  title  and  made  any  other  notes  and  descriptions  of  its  nature  that  suggested 
themselves  to  me ; that  title,  together  with  the  descriptions,  I intended  to  form 
a portion  of  the  catalogue.  The  records  thus  cleaned,  repaired  and  described, 
were  sorted  chronologically,  and  would,  at  a future  period,  have  been  further 
distributed  into  classes,  preserving  also  a chronological  order. 

4597.  Did  any  disputes  arise  between  the  King’s*.  Remembrancer  and  the 
commission  with  respect  to  this  sortation  ? — I think  that  Mr.  Cooper  began  in  a 
most  unofficial  manner  to  get  possession  of  those  records.  As  the  Committee  is 
aware,  the  side  clerks  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  have  the  power  of  re- 
moving any  records,  and  Mr.  Thompson  removed  some),  from  the  Exchequer, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  house, 
(viclc  Evidence,  1727);  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  when  Abe  discovered  the  fact, 
insisted  that  no  more  should  be  removed,  and  requested'  that  the  commission 
should  suspend  its  labours  until  the  Treasury  put  the  whole  matter  upon  a satisfac- 
tory footing,  and  at  his  suggestion  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  concurrently  with 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  transferred  the  custody  of  th'  . / Ai arranged  miscella- 
neous records  to  the  commission.  Whenever  any  subseque’  Mcircumstances  have 
arisen  Mr.  Vincent  always  said  he  interpreted  the  Treas?  rw  warrant  literally. 
I knew  that  miscellaneous  records  were  not  only  at  the  King’s  Mir.ws  but  were  also  at 
Westminster,  and  I have  applied  frequently  to  have  the  whiffle  of  the  miscella- 
neous records  centralized.  Mr.  Vincent  was  disposed  to  %ive  effect  to  my 
suggestion,  on  proper  application  being  made,  but  his  reply  Avas,  *“  Mr.  Cooper 
hardly  recognises  you  as  a servant  of  the  board,  and  your  appofflntment  has  never 
been  officially  notified  to  me.  If  these  records  at  Westminster  are  wanted,  the 
secretary  should  apply  to  the  Court,  and  I shall  not  raise  any  objection.”  But  Mr. 
Cooper  unfortunately  at  this  period  had  some  other  disputes*®  with  the  King’s 
Remembrancer,  and  by  all  I could  say  or  do  I could  not  induc\e  Mr.  Cooper  to 
make  any  application  for  that  purpose.  Afterwards  I was,  througrk  the  personal 

\ kindness 
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, Mr  Vincent  enabled  to  carry  on  tile  arrangement  more  satisfactorily,  Hem-,  Coh,  Esc. 

kindness  ot  nil . introduced  me  to  him ; and  on  several  occasions  he  acted  — — 

^r:  sphl^^^®  ^axriint  rat^®rthan  according  to  the  strictletter.  -May.836, 

“iers  What  were  the  instructions  of  the  board  to  you  upon  the  subject  ?-I 
nld  anv  instructions  from  the  board ; I never  saw  the  board 
never  had  nhy  ^ose  autli0rity  did  you  act  in  arranging  this  large  class  of 

' 45§9'o  T acted  under  the  authority  of  the  person  who  paid  me. 

^°fioo  Who  was  that?— Mr.  Cooper;  my  receipts  being  given  for  payment  as 
4.j  +he  Record  Commission.  . . . „ 

Did  you  ever  receive  any, instructions  from  the  board  upon  the  subject 
4^° 1 ' . +i,p  ciip-htest  degree.  I may  mention,  when  Mr.  Hallarn  and  Mi. 
rT^rfme  to  inspect  my  operations  at  the  Augmentation  Office  I told  them  that 
dfemisceUaaeou J records  had  been  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  board ; they 
* ™t  evm  aware  of  tile  fact,  and  received  it  as  a piece  of  information. 

” vf  Did  any  of  the  commissioners  ever  visit  the  place  where  you  were  carry- 
■r 4"  jhose  operations  ?— Mr.  Protheroe  occasionally  visited,  and  I had  one  visit 

46oT'STas“o“rorn“of  inspection  ?-They  came  expressly  to  see  my 
Itions  upon  the  Augmentation  Office  records,  not  the  King’s  Remembrancer  s 
°Pa604.  You  were  arranging  the  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  s Office  ? 

Yes  simultaneously  with  the  others. 

Ifios  Did  the  secretary  superintend  those  arrangements  m any  way?-Not  m 
tlie  leasi  degree,  except  furnishing  the  materials  and  paying  the  money. 

1606.  ■ Did  he  suggest  the  plan  ? — Not  in  the  slightest  degree.  _ , 

f-  7'  |)|,1  Jie  say  you  were  doing  what  was  right  r — I explained  on  my 
, 1 lamination  -he  paid  me  eight  visits  at  the  Augmentation  Office  in  the 
i 1834  during’the  several  terms ; he  came  twice  in  January,  twice  in  Apri  , 
twice  in  May,  and  then  there  was  a lapse  of  five  months,  and  he  came  twice  in 
November ; that  was  all  I saw  of  him  officially  in  1 834^  excepting  my  own  yolu  1- 
tarycalls  at  his  chambers.  In  1835,  from  August  to  December,  I never  saw  him 
at  all  either  at  his  own  chambers  or  the  Augmentation  Office.  . , , 

a6o8  Mr  Harness  Had  you  any  written  communications  from  him?— I had  a 

ereat  many  written  communications  from  him  from  time  to  time,  chiefly  asking 
information.  I frequently  made  suggestions  to  him,  and  wrote  to  linn  when  I saw 
any  need  The  chief  point  upon  which  I wished  Mr.  Cooper  s interference  was  the 
nomt  of  centralizing  the  miscellaneous  records,  and  assisting  the  public  seiyice 
L tofres^t  bu“  he  always  had  “ reasons,”  without  specifying  them,  against 
interfering^  I have  a good  many  of  his  letters,  m which  he  says  there  are  paT 

SSSons”  for  not  doing  anything  now.  I once  asked  him  for  a copy  of 
the- warrant  under  which  the  records  were  transferred,  to  “se^  ” 1 

his  answer  was,  “ there  are  particular  reasons  for  not  printing  the  Tieasuiy  war 
rant  to  which  you  allude,  and  other  documents  connected  with  it,  at  piffle  ti 
. 4609.  Chairman.'}  Of  these  records  you  formed  a catalogue,  did  you  no 

Yes;  one  to  a very  considerable  extent.  . , , 

. 4610.  What  has  become  of  this  catalogue  ; is  it  the  woik  mentioned 
return  to  Parliament  of  the  works  published  by  the  commission  ?-It  is  the 

“11.  What  has  become  of  that  catalogue;  has  it  been  published ?— The 
printing  of  the  catalogue  commenced,  but  was  suspended  ; the  catalogue,  luring 
the  two  years  in  which  I w£  actively  employed  upon  these  records,  extended  to 
a description  of  more  than  G, 000  records.  „ t l f,  -as  siwwn 

4612  Was  this  catalogue  shown  to  Mr.  Cooper  r-The 
to  Mr.  Cooper ; and  Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  letter,  says,  I have  . 

the  specimen  of  a catalogue  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  at  the  King s 
brancer’s  Office.”  He  afterwards  sent  it  himself  to  the  press ; and  such l was  his 
impatience  for  its  commencement  that  the  Board  was  no  con  p 
sent  to  press,  as  appears  by  a comparison  of  the  King  s printers  retain  with  the 
order  of  the  Board!  He  told  me  it  was  des  table  to  get  on  with  the  greatest  « 
pedition ; that  if  it  were  begun  it  was  not  likely  to  be  suspended,  8 

ning  it  was  creating  a sort  of  necessity  for  its  publication. 

= 4613-  Did  Mr.lCooper  inform  you  whether  he  had  shown  it  to  v 
commissioners  ?— file  told  me  it  had  created  a “ great  sensa  i essin„  at 

mission ; and  I kno^  several  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  shor  , 1 ■ e 

the  same  time  considerable  approbation  of  its  execution.  4614.  Who 
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4614.  Who  are  those  persons? — Mr.  Protheroe,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Hard 
I think  he  mentioned  Mr.  Allen’s  name  also,  and  some  others. 

4615.  Subsequently  Mr.  Cooper  found  out  that  these  specimens,  of  which  h 
had  so  highly  approved,  and  which  he  had  shown  to'  other  persons  in  the  empW 
of  the  board  as  specimens  they  were  to  imitate,  were  exceedingly  inaccurate^ 
and  ought  not  to  have  been  proceeded  with  ? — Mr.  Cooper  suspended  the  print! 
ing  of  those  catalogues  because  I had  asked  a remuneration  for  my  extra  services 

in  the  year  1835,  which  he  thought  too  large.  The  remuneration  I asked  for 

the  catalogue  was  less  than  that  paid  to  any  other  person  who  had  compiled  cata- 
logues. I know  not  if  Mr.  Cooper  objected  to  this  particular  charge.  I aske(j 
three  guineas  a sheet,  and  Mr.  Cooper  had  paid  five  guineas  a sheet:  I refer  the 
Committee  for  these  facts  to  the  Parliamentary  Return  of  1833.  Mr.  Cooper 
immediately  suspended  the  printing  of  the  catalogue,  and  then  hunted  out  for 
reasons  for  continuing  the  suspension ; and  evidence  has  been  given  before  the 
Committee  that  Mr.  Hunter  was  the  agent  employed  upon  this  occasion.  I feel 
aggrieved  upon  this  point : I have  been  treated  in  respect  of  this  catalogue  as 
other  gentlemen  have  been  treated  in  respect  of  their  works  ; I would  instance 
the  case  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave.  I happen  to  know  all  the  details  of  the  mode 
in  which  Mr.  Cooper  attempted  to  effect  the  suspension  of  the  Parliamentary 
Writs.  I must  say  that  I have  been  treated  in  a manner  as  disagreeable  and  un- 
official as  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  publicly  expressed 
what  he  felt  upon  the  occasion,  and  I feel  myself  entitled  to  a similar  expression 
of  feeling.  I wish  to  observe  to  the  Committee,  that  if  I quarrelled  with  Mr. 
Cooper,  or  Mr.  Cooper  with  me,  I have  been  in  the  situation  of  similar  dissatis- 
faction with  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  Mr.  Petrie,  Mr.  Hardy,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas, 
and  almost  every  person  whoever  came  into  any  communication  whatever  with 
Mr.  Cooper. 

4616.  You  heard  the  faults  that  Mr.  Hunter  in  his  evidence  here  found  with 
your  catalogue? — Yes ; and  I must  say,  considering  all  the  circumstances,  I was 
amazed.  Mr.  Hunter  first  complained  of  the  plan  of  my  catalogue.  In  my 
report  before  alluded  to,  and  which  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Hunter,  as  sub-com- 
missioner for  arranging  the  General  Report  of  the  commission,  I had  fully  ex- 
plained my  reasons  for  the  plan  I had  adopted,  as  well  as  the  objections ; and 
the  Committee  will  hardly  believe  that  Mr.  Hunter  should  have  ventured  to 
criticise  the  plan  of  my  catalogue,  without  alluding  to  my  report  and  the  expla- 
nations of  the  plan,  and  had  excised  from  my  report  the  very  explanations  I had 
given,  and  the  very  reasons  why  I adopted  it.  Mr.  Hunter  suppresses  my  rea- 
sons, and  then  comes  forward  here  as  a witness  to  complain  of  my  plan. 

4617.  Will  you  state  an  instance? — He  objected  that  the  catalogue  was  ar- 
ranged chronologically,  and  not  arranged  either  according  to  the  classes  or  on 
an  artificial  mode  (Ev.  3299).  I had  said  in  my  report,  “ The  advantages  of  a 
catalogue  arranged  either  chronologically  or  according  to  subject  are  greatly 
superior  to  any  artificial  arrangement  like  that  adopted  in  the  Harleian  or  Cotto- 
nian collections.  A catalogue,  to  be  complete,  must  include  an  arrangement  of 
both  descriptions.  Either  the  text  of  the  catalogue  must  be  arranged  in  chrono- 
logical order,  and  an  analysis  of  the  subjects  appended,  or  the  text  must  be 
divided  into  its  respective  subjects,  and  a chronological  abstract  added.  The 
first  plan  has  been  chosen  in  the  present  case,  as  being  the  simplest,  most  definite, 
and  easiest  of  performance.  It  would  have  been  almost  an  endless  task  to  have 
divided  a mass  of  5,000  bushels,  containing  probably  not  less  than  200  sub- 
divisions of  records,  into  any  correct  arrangement  of  subject.  It  would  have 
been  impracticable,  even  on  the  ground  of  local  accommodation,  and  years 
might  have  elapsed  before  a single  division  could  have  been  presented  in  a state 
of  moderate  accuracy.  On  the  contrary,  a chronological  arrangement  of  a large 
portion  has  been  prepared  in  a few  months,  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  warrant 
its  publication.  Should  an  arrangement  according  to  subject  matter  be  preferred, 
there  are  no  obstacles  to  its  performance  created  by  the  present  state  of  the  cata- 
logue. All  that  has  been  prepared  is  so  much  gained  towards  either  mode  of 
arrangement.  There  is  this  great  advantage  in  a chronological  arrangement  of 
records  comparatively  so  little  known,  that  the  historian  is  enabled  to  take  a com- 
plete survey  of  all  the  materials  of  any  one  period.”  That  was  the  principal  reason 
why  I preferred  the  chronological  arrangement  of  the  catalogue.  An  historian 
wishes  to  ascertain  the  records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’ s Office  belonging’  to 
a reign,  and  my  object  was  to  place  before  him  all  the  records  to  be  found  in  that 
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, anoend  an  analysis  of  those  records  into  their  several  classes.  Henry  Cole,  Esq. 
and  to  api  , vli  that  I had  not  erven  sufficiently  


reign,  and  by  Mr.  Hunter  was,  that  I had  not  given  sufficiently 

iaolher  of  S0IJ  documents : that  I had  not  given  a sufficiently  length-  so  Ma,  1 8^6. 

jengthene  Liber  Niger,  for  instance.  This  work  is  printed,  and  it 

606  been  useless  and  a waste  of  time  to  have  given  a lengthened  account 

4 T referred  to  the  hook  as  printed,  and  described  the  record  itself.  Then 
of  ll,„  1 „biected  that  the  arrangement  should  not  be  chronological,  because 
*■  H^e  some  documents,  as  chartularies,  (very  few  in  proportion  to  the  general 
there  w King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,)  which  could  not  enter  into  any 

eoatmsol  me  Bent.  That  ;tion  amounts  to  .this;  5,000  documents 
chronologieai  d ^ chronologically,  and  some  30  could  not  be  so  arranged ; 

“ft  therefore  seemed  to  me  to  adopt  an  artificial  arrangement  for  the  very 
“411  minority  in  preference  to  a good  and  useful  arrangement  for  the  great 
6mall  ^ hJe  been  a Tery  absurd  process.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 

TJ  ] 5 the  end  of  each  volume  a list  of  those  few  documents  which  could  only 
placed  at  iall  Mr.  Hunter  said  that  there  would  be  useless  repetitions 

^hv^ffiofficffiarrangement ; I deny  the  fact,  and  could  establish  my  asser- 
? Voffiv  I should  weary  the  Committee  with  details.  Then  Mr.  Hunter  took 
“ task  for  my  saying  that  Le  Neve,  who  was  a herald,  and  too  eminent  a 
me  ° in  Mr  Hunter’s  “ serious  judgment,”  to  say  anything  absurd,  had  expressed 
“khninion  tliat  was  “ absurd Le  Neve  had  said  wliat  was  clearly  an  error  and 
’ f ana  1 did  not  think  it  too  strong  to  characterize  Le  Neve  s op™1™  as 
“absunl  ” Le  Neve  mentioned  a copy  of  Doomsday  Book,  which  had  been 
mSstiv  written  in  the  13th  century,  to  have  been  written  m Henry  the  7th  s 
I:.  a '[’1  p is  said  I printed  descriptions  of  documents  from  printed 
“ As-  I^the  prLed  workMr.  Hunter  Vtded  to  (Ev.  3307)-an  edition 
If  tl  e “ Rotuli  de  Dominabus,”  by  Stacey  Grimaldi,  Esq.-gave  a much 
Itaaccount  of  the  document  than  I should  have  given,  considering  I had 
Tmm  other  records  to  attend  to,  I thought  it  better  to  adopt  that ; and  I should 
lave  considered  it  a waste  of  time  to  write  a fresh  description,  for  novelty  s 
sake  when  I found  one  already  prepared.  But  the  most  extraordinary  correc- 
tion’that  Mr.  Hunter  would  have  addressed  to  me  relates  to  one  Sir  Symonds, 

Simonds  or  Simon  D’Ewes,  known  as  an  antiquary  of  some  note,  and  a tean- 
scriber  of  MSS.  I had  called  him  Sir  “ Simon  Dewes,  instead  of  Sir  Symonds 
D’Ewes  ” according  to  Mr.  Hunter.  Now  it  happens  that  Mr.  Hunter  has 
minted  a work,  the  Pipe  Roll  of  Henry  2,  in  which  he  speaks  (m  page  12  of 
the  oreface)  of  Sir  “Simon”  Dewes,  in  a quotation  from  Prynne,  a cotem- 
noiafy  of  D’Ewes,  and  Mr.  Hunter  has  made  no  allusion  whatever  to  Prynne  s 
error'  if  error  it  be.  Mr.  Hunter  said  too,  that  no  antiquary,  or  any  person  pro- 
fessing to  be  an  antiquary,  could  have  made  the  mistake ; it  happens ; tlia 
Prynne  has  made  the  mistake,  if  a mistake  it  be,  and  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  too 

has  made  the  mistake,  if  it  be  a mistake.  • . 1 o t +i1Q  tn 

4618.  Where  did  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  make  the  mistake?— In  the  pi eface  to 

the4  Hotuli  Curiae  Regis,  at  page  xcvm  of  the  first  volume.  The"  . 

a passage  in  a very  bad  handwriting  which  I had  read  Gmschaidum  de  Senp- 
tione  Belgiee.”  Mr.  Hunter,  I think,  said  there  was  no  such  word  as  Scnptione 
and  that  the  phrase  was  “ arrant  nonsense.”  When  he 1 said  this,  he  °™1<i 
have  looked  into  Du  Cange’s  Glossary,  who  gives  five  translations  of  the  word 
“Scriptio,”  either  of  which  would  have  made  sense:  but  Mr.  Huntei  know 
nothing  about  “ Guischardum”  when  he  mentioned  that  author  before  the Com- 
mittee; for  I have  since  ascertained  it  should  be  “ Guischardim  fopGuicciar- 
dini.  The  word  was  written  very  unintelligibly,  and  I read  it  for  Guischaidum 
de  Scriptione  Belgiae ; tliat  was  the  interpretation  I had  given.  Mr.  Hunter  said 
to  the  Committee  it  ought  to  be  Guischiardum,  descriptionem  Be  giee,  ecause 
there  was  no  sense  in  “ de  Scriptione.”  ,.  -,r 

4619.  Those  errors  that  were  found  out  subsequently  to  your  disputes  witn 
Mr.  Cooper  have  been  assigned  as  reasons  for  suspending  this  work,  jlncii  mu 

been  previously  highly  approved  of  by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  printed  a e „ 

of  the  commission  ? — They  were  assigned  as  the  reasons  lor  continuing 
pension  of  the  work.  The  suspension  originated  before  the  alleged  cliscov  y. 

4620.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  You  have  stated  words  to  this  ettect  i • 

Hunter  came  forward  as  a witness ; were  you  in  the  committee-room  a _ 

ivhen  Mr.  Hunter  was  examined? — I do  not  mean  that  Mr.  Huntei  came  , 
tarily  forward  in  thi,s\  committee-room  as  a witness,  but  that  he  a 
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himself  in  some  way  forward  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  certainly  to  Mr.  Protheroe,,as 
a witness  of  my  inaccuracies. 

4621.  Were  you  in  the  room  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Hunter  was  examined? 
— A considerable  portion  of  the  time. 

4622.  Were  you  in  the  room  at  the  time  he  expressed  his  great  reluctance  and 
pain  at  being  examined  at  all,  and  complained  strongly  of  the  almost  breach  of 
confidence  under  which  he  was  required  to  give  evidence  here,  the  communi_ 
cations  he  had  previously  made  having  been  made  in  what  he  regarded  as  confi. 
dence z — I was  in  the  room  when  he  gave  expression  to  feelings  somewhat  of  that 
character,  but  not  in  the  room  when  he  made  the  strongest  exhibition  of  feeling. 

I quite  acquit  Mr.  Hunter  of  coming  forward  publicly  as  detecting  my  errors ; 
if  Mr.  Hunter  had  had  any  scruples  or  delicacy  about  the  matter, .lie  would 
perhaps  have  asked  some  explanation  of  me  before  he  reported  to  Mr.  Cooper 
that  such  inaccuracies  did  exist.  I never  had  any  communication  with  Mr. 
Hunter  upon  the  subject,  and  received  only  a slight  observation  or  hint  from 
Mr.  Cooper.  M „ 

4623.  Chairman  But  now  you  say  that  not  only  did  Mr.  Hunter  not  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  fault  found  with  the  catalogues  before  passing  that  unfavourable 
judgment  which  led  to  the  continuance  of  the  suspension  of  them,  but  that  he 
expunged  from  your  report  the  explanation  of  the  faults  found  in  the  catalogue? 
— He  and  Mr.  Cooper  jointly  expunged  the  explanation  of  my  plan,  which  is 
pronounced  faulty ; it  is  difficult  to  say  which  did  it.  Mr.  Hunter  would  say  the 
commission  did  it;  but  Mr.  Hunter,  when  asked  what  he  meant  by  the  com- 
mission or  “ they,”  interpreted  “ them”  to  mean  himself. 

4624.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Do  you  quote  now  from  evidence  given  before 
this  Committee?— I quote  from  letters  received  from  Mr.  Hunter 

4625.  Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Hunter  stated  himself  to  have  received  a 
communication  from  Mr.  Cooper,  as  the  secretary  of  the  commission,  requesting 
him  to  examine  the  catalogues  in  question,  and  that  he  considered  his  compliance 
with  such  request  as  an  act,  on  his  part,  due  to  the  character  of  the  officer  who 
desired  his  assistance,  or  words  to  that  effect?  I heard  indirectly,  some  months 
after  Mr.  Cooper  had  expressed  his  dislike  of  the  catalogues,  that  Mr.  Hunter 
had  been  the  person  who  had  detected  what  he  termed  the  inaccuracies,  though 
I never  had  any  actual  official  communication  of  the  fact. 

4626.  My  question  had  reference  to  the  fact  rather  of  your  knowledge,  so  far  as 
what  passed  in  this  room  went,  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  view  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing Mr.  Cooper’s  application  to  him  ?— Certainly  I heard  his  evidence  in  this  room. 

4627.  And  from  that  evidence  collected  that,  in  Mr.  Hunter  s opinion,  lie  was 
consulted  by  Mr.  Cooper  as  secretary,  and  felt  it  was  an  act  consistent  with  his 
duty,  in  the  relative  position  in  which  the  parties  stood,  to  render  that  assistance? 
—Undoubtedly  I heard  Mr.  Hunter’s  explanation.  Though  it  might  be  his  duty 
to  criticise  my  labours,  I conceive  it  was  his  duty,  by  courtesy  at  least,  to  have 
communicated  with  me,  and  have  got  the  fullest  explanation  before  he  undertook, 
without  my  knowledge,  to  say  they  were  erroneous. 

4628.  Chairman .]  During  your  dealings  with  the  Exchequer  records,  did  any 
difficulties  arise  from  the  disputed  custody  of  them  ? — Certainly  ; I consider  a 
great  many  impediments  arose  from  various  sources.  Many  were  created  by 
Mr.  Cooper’s  proceedings,  and  many  could  certainly  have  been  removed  by  him, 
had  he  been  pleased  to  act. 

4629.  Did  the  officers  who  had  the  legal  custody  of  those  records  throw  any 
obstacles  in  your  way  ? — I received  great  politeness  and  personal  kindness  indi- 
vidually from  every  officer,  but  such  was  the  sort  of  custody  existing  amongst 
the  whole,  that  I experienced  very  great  and  insurmountable  impediments ; tor 
example,  I may  mention  that  Mr.  Vincent  directed  certain  Nonas  Rolls  to  be  e i 
vered  to  me,  and  I made  no  less  than  nine  applications  to  procure  them , ye 
though  the  head  of  the  office  had  enjoined  the  delivery  of  them,  I was  never  a e 
to  obtain  them.  I was  authorized  by  the  commission  to  have  a transcript  ma  e 
of  the  caption  of  seisin  of  the  possessions  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  a recoi  1 
the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  ; and  upon  this  occasion  my  communications^ 
first  with  Mr.  Vincent,  and  then  with  Mr.  Brown,  his  secretary,  then  with  i • 
Adlington,  and  also  with  Mr.  Trickey,  the  bag-bearer,  amounted  to  no  less  tlia 
17  distinct  applications.  Mr.  Vincent  gave  express  orders,  but  I did  notsuccee 
in  obtaining  the  object  of  transcription.  I reported  the  circumstances  irom  1 
to  time  to  Mr.  Cooper ; his  answers,  impatiently  delivered,  were,  “ you  num 
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, , for  vourself.”  The  matter  dropped,  and  the  commission  never  sue-  Henry  Cole , Eaq. 

y°u,r  j in  obtaining  a transcript  of  that  document,  and,  to  my  mind,  the  commis- 
^ annealed  unable  to  accomplish  its  express  object.  . 

S f 20  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  commission  by  its  constitution  has  not  sum- 
• 4t  lpo-al  authority  to  enable  it  to  effect  its  purposes?— I must  say,  I think  the 
cie  not  sufficient  legal  authority,  but  I think  the  commission  might 


commission  has  not  sufficient  legal  authority, 
cilv  have  got  legal  authoiity.  t 

ea  L , Do  you  think  it  probable,  even  in  the  absence  of  legal  authority,  by 
•4per  management  it  might  have  succeeded,  with  the  consent  of  the  keeper?— I 
have  no  doubt  of  it  whatever. 


Do  you  not  think  that,  the  commission  ought  before  this  to  have  applied 
for  the  extension  of  its  powers  over  these  records?— I do  not  think  the  commis- 


• on  knew  fully  of  the  difficulties  ; they  Avere  only  known  to  the  secretary,  who 
ted  on  the  part  of  the  commission : I should  hardly  have  thought  if  the  matter 
?ad  been  communicated  to  the  commission,  that  it  ivould  have  abstained  from 
a lvin°-  for  further  poivers.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  means  taken  by  Mr. 
Cooper1 (I  speak  of  him  only  in  his  official  capacity)  were  the  worst  possible  for 
accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  commission. 

4633.  Are  you  the  author  of  the  volume  that  is  produced  here,  “ Selections 

from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer”?— I am. 

4634.  For  what  purpose  did  you  make  these  selections? — The  view  I had  in 
my  OAvn  mind  in  making  them  was,  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  documents  to 
be  found  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

4635.  Was  this  done  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Cooper  ? — It  was  done 
under  the  order  of  Mr.  Cooper,  but  in  no  respect  under  his  superintendence. 

4636..  Did  he  know  what  you  were  doing  among  them  ? — He  might  have 
H 0 ’ j---~  x-  4.n t co-.r  if  Ulw  Mr.  Cooper  is 


known  by  sending  to  the  printer.  I cannot  say  if  he  kneiv. 

incorrect  in  saying  I consulted  him. 

4637.  How  long  has  this  volume  been  completed? — Since  December  1834. 

4638.  Is  it  published?— No,  it  is  not. 

4639.  What  has  led  to  its  not  being  published  ?— Because  it  Avas  not  Mr. 
Cooper’s  will. 

4640.  There  has  been  a copy  produced  here  with  a title-page  bearing  your 
name,  and  in  the  copy  produced  by  Mr.  Cooper  in  compliance  with  a return 
ordered  by  the  Committee,  a copy  of  the  same  work  has  been  produced  without 
any  title-page,  and  Avithout  your  name  to  it;  can  you  account  for  the  absence  of 
the  title-page  in  this  copy ; will  you  state  any  circumstances  connected  with  it  ? 
—I  drew  up  a title-page  and  some  very  brief  introductory  notes,  which  I trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Cooper,  requesting  him  to  send  them  to  the  printer,  inasmuch  as 
I thought  if  he  had  any  objection  to  the  title-page  he  would  alter  or  not  send  it. 
They  were  sent  to  the  printer  by  Mr.  Cooper  himself,  and  to  my  belief  250  copies 
of  the  title-page,  &c.  Avere  printed  off.  I do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  any 
desire  to  expunge  the  title-page  and  cancel  the  preface  with  my  name  to  it 
until  after  his  dispute  Avith  me,  inasmuch  as  he  had  lent  the  volume  in  its  com- 
plete state  to  Mr.  Bray  ley,  and  I found  it  quoted  by  the  title  I had  given  to  it. 

4641.  In  what  work  ?— The  History  of  the  Palatial  Edifices  of  Westminster. 
Mr.  Brayley  informed  me  Mr.  Cooper  had  lent  the  volumes,  and  on  the  cover  of 
one  of  the  numbers  of  Mr.  Brayley’s  work  it  Avill  be  seen  that  thanks  are 
publicly  returned  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  the  loan. 

4642.  Have  you  any  other  statement  to  make  with  respect  to  this  Avork  t- 

I have  this  statement  to  make : I thought  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Cooper  exceed- 
ingly imprudent  in  ordering  me  to  select  any  materials  I pleased,  and  to  print 
them  just  at  my  OAvn  option.  I had  a strong  dislike  to  doing  the  work  at  all ; 
but  as  my  emoluments  were  to  depend  upon  my  doing  it,  I had  no  choice  but  to 
take  Mr.  Cooper’s  orders,  and  his  orders  were  to  select  any  materials  I pleased 
and  print  them ; it  seemed  to  me  highly  improper  that  a volume  costing  so  much 
money,  or  any  volume  costing  any  part  of  the  commission’s  money,  should  be  in 
progress  at  the  Avill  of  any  individual,  Avithout  the  commissioners  knowing  the 
materials  selected.  I have  frequently  expressed  these  opinions  to  Mr.  Protheroe. 

4^43-  Do  you  mean  that  the  work  was  edited  by  you  without  any  authority 
of  the  commission  ? — I am  quite  certain  it  was  begun  without  any  specific  autho- 
rity of  the  commission,  and  it  was  begun  on  Mr.  Cooper’s  own  responsibility ; 
the  fact  could  be  easily  ascertained  by  calling  for  the  order  of  the  board  for 
printing  this  work.V 

0.33.  3 1 4644-  And 
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4644.  And  this  work  contains  valuable  information,  does  not  it  ? — It  contains 
important  records,  parliamentary  rolls,  plea  rolls,  and  various  information  that 
many  persons  have  pronounced  to  be  valuable. 

4645.  And  this  work  is  not  published  as  the  other  works  of  the  commission 

are,  but  is  merely  to  be  published  as  an  appendix  to  the  Agenda  or  Acta  of  the 
commission  r— So  I understand.  I conceive  it  was  under  a very  vague  authority 
that  Mr.  Cooper  authorized  me  to  do  it.  y 

4646.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  publishing  valuable  records  in 
this  manner  for  the  private  use  of  the  commissioners,  and  appended  to  their  pro- 
ceedings?— I think  it  a very  injudicious  mode.  Every  one  must  see  that  the 
' expense  of  a volume  like  the  Agenda  is  so  great  that  the  public  is  entitled  to  have 
some  more  extended  benefit  in  it  than  50  copies  confer ; the  public  have  only 
access  to  the  volume  at  the  British  Museum ; an  additional  number  of  copies 
might  have  been  printed  at  a very  slight  expense.  There  is  also  a great  objection 
to  mixing  up  important  documents  of  a permanent  interest  with  matters  of  the 
most  ephemeral  character,  and  which  if  printed  at  all,  should  be  in  the  cheapest 
possible  form. 

4647.  We  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Cooper  of  a bill  of  medicines  furnished  for 
the  use  of  Edward  the  First,  and  which  he  tells  us  fills  up  the  void  between  Galen 
and  Paracelsus,  which  is  printed  in  the  Agenda? — That  bill  was  furnished  by 
myself,  and  Mr.  Cooper  has  found  out  the  importance  of  it  since  it  was  printed ; 
the  matter  was  thought  of  so  little  importance  at  the  time  that  two  transcripts  of 
it  were  lost  or  mislaid  by  Mr.  Cooper.  I sent  it  to  him  as  a matter  rather  curious 
than  important. 

4648.  Filling  up  the- void  between  Galen  and  Paracelsus  is  a matter  of  great 
utility  to  antiquarians ; is  not  the  void  much  less  effectually  filled  up  by  its  being- 
printed  in  the  Agenda ; is  not  its  utility  quite  spoiled  by  its  being  inserted  here  ? 
— There  could  have  been  very  little  desire  “ to  fill  up  the  void,”  when  he  merely 
printed  memoranda  of  any  curious  documents  I chanced  to  send  him ; or  if  he 
had  had  such  a design,  he  would  certainly  have  adopted  another  and  more  efficient 
method  of  making  it  public.  This  bill  was  produced  by  me  to  illustrate  the 
character  of  a class  of  documents  to  be  found  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

4649.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  respecting  the  sale  of  the  Exchequer  records  ? 
— I made  extensive  inquiries  respecting  the  sale  of  the  Exchequer  records  in 
1 834.  I was  the  means  of  detecting  that  a person  connected  with  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  Office  had  been  found  disposing  of  certain  records,  which,  to 
my  mind,  there  could  be  no  doubt  had  formed  part  of  the  records  of  that  office,  to 
a dealer  in  St.  Martin’s  Court.  They  were  afterwards  sold  to  Mr.  Pickering. 
Mr.  Cooper  went  with  me  to  a police-office  to  inquire  what  measures  should  be 
taken,  but  the  matter  dropped. 

4650.  In  consequence  of  your  information  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  take,  efficient 
measures? — Mr.  Cooper  took  no  other  active  measures';  but  it  was  not  in  conse- 
quence of  my  information ; I wished  him  to  take  active  measures.  He  made 
some  communications  to  Mr.  Vincent,  some  to  the  Treasury,  and  some  were  made 
to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer ; the  result  of  all  was,  that  the  public  records 
remained  as  the  private  property  of  Mr.  Pickering. 

4651.  Did  you  not  draw  up  a report  upon  the  subject? — Yes ; which  I sent  to 
Mr.  Cooper. 

4652.  What  was  done  with  it  ? — I do  not  know  with  certainty. 

4653.  Was  it  laid  before  the  board  ? — I cannot  say. 

4654.  Was  it  published? — No. 

4655.  Did  you  mention  it  in  the  general  report  ? — I mentioned  certain  facts 
concerning  the  sale  of  records ; this  portion  was  cut  out.  There  was  an  exten- 
sive sale  of  records  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Craven  Ord,  one  of  the  Secondaries  of 
the  King’s  Remembrancer.  Exchequer  documents  were  sold  to  the  amount  ot 
600/.,  and  I have  not  the  least  doubt  they  belonged  to  various  series  of  records  m 
the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office. 

4656.  You  mentioned  that  in  your  report  ?— Yes. 

4657.  And  has  that  passage  been  cut  out  of  your  report? — Yes,  that  is  my 

impression ; I can  refer  to  the  report  immediately : yes,  I find  the  whole  of  tha 
portion  too  is  taken  out.  - 

4658.  When  did  you  first  enter  the  Augmentation  Office  ? — In  May  1833,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Cooper,  I went  with  Mr.  Protheroe  to  see  how  the  workmen  were 
proceeding  there.  Mr  Caley  at  that  time  was  alive,  and  the  keeper  of  the  office. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


REPORT  RESPECTING  THE  RECORD  COMMISSION  , IS36. 


Jpeciniens  of  Title  a/fuxed 
la  eaduXalL:  a,  lust  attached 
to  ecich-  Boa" : a he,  whole  e/c- 
■terect  ins  Volumea. 


Arrangeniend  before  October  1&34-.  Arrangenvenl  after  October  JS34-. 

do  C/iranalogicoU'  order,  many  Jtotlo  Abdel  Chronological  order: Avery XolltfflA 

MdJhoul  TiJixus. 


.MMertsS 
Cornub  ' 
Jc  Germans 
/non 


JtBastrc, 


Ordered,  by  the  How 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  435 


t „i,„t  .talc  did  vou  find  that  office  ?— 111  a state  most  disgraceful  Henry  Cute,  Esq. 

4eS9-  -In  a State  completely  in  accordance  with  the  description  of  Mr.  Pro-  

indeed;  m a efej.?the  50mmittee  to  a long  report  I made  in  which  the  mMvO* 

theroe.  1 . 

coaSiSnWer?tto  records  in  great  confusion  ?— The  classes  of  records  were,  very 
ft locally;  there  was  no  sort  of  system  pursued,  either  in  cleaning, 
ladly  arrange  y ^ ^ left  entireiy  t0  Charles  Gay.  I can  better  Illustrate 

repairmg  o*  = arrangement  hy  exhibiting  a sketch  I hare  made,  and  which 

tws  the  character  of  the  old  and  the  new  arrangement  {exhibiting  the  paper 

rwki  A.)  jn  a d state  p — Yes,  but  very  carelessly  kept ; the  ministers' 

4 V.  /although  to  a certain  extent  preserved  in  topographical  order)  were 
accounte  ( “ |dves  the  rolls  not  carefully  tied  up,  but. exposed  to  dust; 

Ser  were  they  chronologically  arranged  nor  had  they  for  a very  great  part 
neither  WC  4 and  od  t0  wtlloll  they.belonged. 

Y"  tSn  in  the  office  Jder  Mr.  Caley  ?-No;  Mr.  Cooper  erred 
4°°?-  * . , ■ • evidence  (Q.  77) ; I never  saw  Mr.  Caley  at  the  office. 

Wh<Mee  While  Mr.  Caley  was  keeper  were  not  you  put  into  the  office  ?— Yes; 

I . font  to  see  the  progress  of  the  commission’s  operations. 

In  what  station  were  you  put  in  that  officer— No  station  whatever; 

1 ffi65°  f hatalweiPeTome : duties  ?-Merely  visits  of  inspection.  I made  a few 
4 .tions  principally  with  a view  to  order  and  cleanliness,  gomemonths  after 

mffirs  visit  I transferred  my  operations  and  establishment  for  arranging  the 
Kfov’s  Remembrancer’s  records  to  some  vacant  rooms  m the  Augmentation 
Office  I had  nothing  to  do  at  that  period  (November  1833)  with  the  Augmen- 
tation records,  beyond  seeing  that  the  workmen  employed  attended  regularly. 

Sd  Did  Mr  Caley,  the  keeper,  regularly  attend  f-I  never  saw  him  during 

the  time  about  a year,  I was  in  the  office.  , , 

■ X When  had  you  first  anything  to  do  with  the  records  .in  the  Augments;. 

tion  Ofiice?— Upon  Mr.  Caley’s  death. 

■ 4668.  When  was  that?— In  April  1834.  - „ , 

4660  Did  you  consider  yourself  under  Mr.  Caley’s  control  r Mr.  Mtjd 
course  whilst  keeper,  could  have  turned  me  out  of  the  office  and  have  shut  the 
doors  against  the  workmen  of  the  commission;  but  I never  had  any  connexion 
with  him,  and  he  never  visited  the  office  after  my  first  appearance  there. 

4670.  On  Mr.  Caley’s  death  you  were  appointed  temporary,  keeper  of  the 
office) Yes ; I received  a letter  from  the  secretary,  desiring  me  to  discharge  the 

dU467°.f  wr^ytog 'Sd  about  your  doing  so  under  Mr.  Cooper’s  gperintem 
dence? — No,  certainly,  not  a word;  he  says,  m a letter  MA.pril  .4  1834  Mi, 

Caley’s  death  having  left  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office  without  a keeper, 
you  will  he  so  good  as,  ad  interhn,  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  situation , then 
on  July  the  29th,  1834,  he  addresses  me  as  “ tempormy  keeper  of  theueeoids  at 
the  Augmentation  Office,”  desiring  me  to  make  an  official  return  of  the  state  of 
the  office ; and  on  December  the  23d  Mr.  Cooper  wrote  to  me  a note  for  the  express 
purpose  of  telling  me  to  make  my  return  as  “ keeper  of  the  Augmentation  Office. 

4672.  You  in  fact  considered  yourself  the  temporary  keeper  of  the  office?— 

I was  so ; in  fact  Mr.  Cooper  had  once  or  twice  gone  out  of  his  way  to  address- 

me  by  that  title.  , , . . ,,  „ ..  ... 

4673.  You  considered  yourself  as  having  all  the  duties  and  all  the  responsibih- 

ties  of  that  office  ? — Undoubtedly.  ■ ^ 

4674.  Were  the  workmen  under  your  control  r— The  whole  of  them. 

4675.  Did  you  pay  them? — Yes,  weekly. 

4676.  Did  you  carry  on  the  arrangement ?-Yes,  to  very  considerable  extent; 

the  whole  ofiice  has  been  entirely  re-arranged  since  my  appointment ; the 
arrangement  resulted  in  a great  measure  from  the  accident  of  the  fire,  which  gave 
me  opportunities  for  re-modelling  the  office,  and  re-arranging  the  whole  contents 
of  the  office.  „ ■ „ . ' , 

4677.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  the  sale  of  Mr.  Caley  s indexes,  and  can  y u 
give  the  Committee  any  information  upon  the  subject?— I was  desired  by  * 

Cooper  to  make  a report  on  the  value  of  those  indexes ; amongs  ie  w 10  e 
there  was  only  one  index  of  any  considerable  value,  in  my  opinion , an  in  es  1 
mating  the  value  of  the  whole  indexes,  I fixed  the  prices,  especia  y wi  lie  eien°_ 
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to  that  particular  index ; it  was  an  index  to  the  particulars  of  grants ; I considered 
it  worth  nearly  the  whole  amount. 

4678.  What  was  the  sum  demanded  by  the  executors?  1.220,  I believe. 

4670  What  did  you  consider  their  value?— I estimated  them  at  120 1,  and 
upon  this  matter  I had  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Hardy’s  opinion  who  without  any  con- 
cert with  me,  estimated  their  worth  at  the  identical  sum  I had  fixed.  Amongst 
Mr  Caley’s  indexes  was  an  index  sold,  which,  without  the  slightest  shadow  of 
doubt,  was  public  property ; it  was  an  index  made  by  a clerk  of  Mr.  Caley’s,  who 
had  been  paid  for  a period  of  several  years  weekly  by  the  commission. 

4680  Paid  for  doing  what?— For  making  this  index.  Although  the  fact  is 
stated  in  the  Agenda,  p.  164,  Mr.  Cooper  has  given  some  sort  of  evidence 
(1281)  to  show  that  this  index  was  not  the  commissions  property;  before  I 
ventured  to  assert  that  it  was,  I required  that  clerk  who  made  it,  Henry  Barber, 
to  furnish  me  with  a written  statement  of  his  work  during  the  time  he  had  been 
with  Mr.  Caley.  For  eight  years  he  was  employed  in  copying  the  tickets  of  the 
rolls,  and  covering  some  few  rolls  with  parchment ; he  covered  a very  few  rolls, 
not  above  500.  The  chief  part  of  his  labour  was  devoted  to  making  this  index, 
which  he  called  copying  the  tickets.  I have  a paper  drawn  up  by  him  in  1834, 
which  he  sent  to  me.  . 

4681.  That  index  having  been  made  by  a person  in  the  pay  oi  the  commis- 
sion, and  who  did  scarcely  anything  else,  you  considered  it  was  an  index  made 
at  the  expense  of  the  commission,  and  the  property  of  the  public  ? Yes. 

4682.  Did  you  state  that  to  Mr.  Cooper?— Yes,  every  particular;  and  Mr. 

Cooper  has  put  part  of  my  report  in  evidence.  I thought  the  index  badly  made, 
and  a very  imperfect  one ; but  on  principle,  I thought  it  should  be  recovered  as 
the  property  of  the  public.  Mr.  Cooper,  in  saying  I had  stated  this  index  to  be 
worthless,  said  he  supposed  I had  rendered  it  so  by  the  fact  of  my  having  cut 
off  a number  of  labels  from  the  rolls  (Ev.  1281).  At  the  time  I passed  an  opinion 
of  the  worthlessness  of  this  index  I had  not  removed  a single  label  from  any  of 
the  rolls ; I was  scarcely  appointed  keeper  of  the  office.  Whatever  labels  I have 
subsequently  removed  have  been  so  removed  to  improve  the  ariangement  that 
was  carrying  on  in  that  oflice;  the  labels  having  either  been  wrongly  titled  by 
Mr.  Calev,  or  were  cumbrous,  inconvenient  and  ill-shaped.  Wherever  I have 
removed  “them,  and  wherever  labels  should  be,  I have  replaced  them  by  what 
appeared  to  me  improved  labels.  „ 7 

4683.  What  did  those  indexes  sell  for  at  the  sale?  A sum  01  225 1. 

4684.  They  were  not  bought  by  the  commission ’—They  were  not  purchased 
by  the  commission. 

4685.  Into  whose  hands  did  they  pass?— Into  Sir  Thomas  Phillips  s.  Messrs 

Payne  & Foss  were  the  booksellers  who  purchased  them,  I believe,  on  behalf  of 
Sir  Thomas  Phillips.  . „ , 

4686.  You  state  you  did  not  make  much  alteration  m the  arrangement  ot  tiie 
Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office  until  the  firer — Not  to  a very  great  extent. 

4687.  Some  evidence  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Cooper  respecting  what  occurred 

at  the  fire,  and  he  has  stated  on  that  occasion  you  did  not  do  your  duty  as  the 
keeper  of  that  officer— I never  heard  the  slightest  suspicion  I had  not  done  my 
duty  till  I heard  Mr.  Cooper  give  that  evidence  in  this  room.  The  best  possible 
contradiction  I can  give  to  that  is,  that  at  the  committee  (Messrs.  Hallam,  Allen 
& Petit)  appointed  to  consider  my  claims,  besides  a remuneration,  according  to 
some  principles  fixed  by  themselves,  actually  added  the  sum  of  80  guineas  lor 
my  exertions  in  removing  the  evils  produced  by  that  occasion ; therefore,  how 
Mr.  Cooper  could  say  I had  not  done  my  duty,  when  the  commission  in  January 
last  had  given  me  80  guineas  for  doing  my  duty,  I cannot  imagine.  , 

4688-89.  .State  what  occurred  at  the  fire  with  regard  to  these  records,  in  order 
that  we  may  know  the  kind  of  risks  that  the  records  run,  and  what  was  done  to  save 
them  ? — Before  I reply  I will  say  that  Mr.  Protheroe  was  present  at  the  fire,  and 
left  the  scene  before  I left  it,  and  I left  in  company  with  a gentleman  exercising 
the  functions  of  a sub- commissioner.  Now,  had  f neglected  my  duty  upon  tha 
occasion,  both  of  those  gentlemen  would  have  represented  to  me  the  inexpediency 
of  my  leaving  the  scene.  The  records  were  removed,  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
in  boxes  and  sacks. 

4690.  At  what  time  were  you  at  the  fire  ? — Between  seven  and  eight,  very  so 
after  it  commenced  ; and  upon  my  arrival  I found  that  Mr.  Protheroe  had  opene 
the  door  of  the  office,  and  was  preparing  to  remove  the  records.  He  and 
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soldiers  and  myself  filled  all  the  empty  sacks  at  hand,  and  when  the  supply  of 
sacks  fell  short,  it  being  represented  to  us  that  the  building  would  inevitably  be 
burnt,  we  were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  windows,  and  to  turn  the  records  out  on 
the  pavement,  which  at  that  time  was  quite  dry.  The  soldiers  were  keeping  the 
crowd  off.  The  large  rolls  not  likely  to  suffer  any  injury  were  thrown  out  at  the 
windows,  and  removed  to  St.  Margaret’s  Church  opposite.  All  the  documents 
of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  fortunately  were  in  boxes,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  box  thrown  out  carelessly  when  I was  away  at  the  church,  they 
were  all  removed  to  the  church  in  safety  and  -without  disorder. 

4691.  Did  you  leave  the  fire  till  all  the  records  were  safe  in  St.  Margaret’s 
Church  ? — I did  not  leave  the  fire  till  I had  placed  every  record  I thought  pos- 
sible in  safety.  Mr.  Cooper  has  spoken  of  some  records  found  in  the  gutter.  If 
he  had  been  upon  the  spot,  (which  he  was  not  until  about  one  o’clock,  when  all 
the  records  were,  as  I believe,  safe)  he  would  have  seen,  after  an  hour  or  two,  it 
was  impossible  to  do  anything  with  the  gutters,  whilst  crowds  of  soldiers  were 
about  and  the  darkness  continued.  The  streets  were  half  covered  with  water ; 
and  in  removing  the  records,  which  I did,  I was  completely  wetted  through 
before  I had  finished,  and  up  to  my  knees  in  water.  Mr.  Cooper  in  saying  I did 
not  do  my  duty  in  not  picking  any  few  documents  out  of  the  gutter  which  were 
concealed  by  the  water,  does  not  give  a fair  representation  of  the  circumstances. 

4692.  Mr.  Cooper  has  stated  he  collected  great  quantities  of  records? — I can- 
not say  what  quantity  he  collected,  if  he  collected  any,  beyond  one  or  two  small 
rolls.  I know  a great  many  of  the  House  of  Commons’  papers,  (petitions  and 
returns  to  the  Medical  Committee)  were  sent  into  the  Augmentation  Office,  and 
produced  a great  deal  of  confusion ; and  it  is  very  possible  that  Mr.  Cooper  may 
have  mistaken  these  modern  petitions  for  the  documents  belonging  to  the  office. 

4693.  After  this  you  proceeded  to  arrange  the  records  that  had  been  thus 
thrown  into  confusion  ? — I did  so,  and  my  first  step  was  to  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Works  for  a sufficient  number  of  boxes  to  contain  the  whole  of  the  documents, 
and  which,  in  case  of  any  similar  calamity,  could  be  readily  removed  ; the  whole 
of  the  ministers’  accounts,  between  4,000  and  5,000  rolls,  were  wholly  re-ar- 
ranged, and  great  part  ticketed  ; each  roll  was  placed  where  it  would  permanently 
remain  in  a box ; an  account  of  the  contents  of  the  box  was  affixed  inside  the 
box,  and  its  contents  were  copied  into  a press  catalogue  or  inventory,  as  is 
shown  in  the  sketch  I produced,  so  that  it  became  impossible  for  any  record  to 
be  missing  without  the  accident  being  discovered;  a circumstance  that  could  not 
have  been  ascertained  previously  to  the  fire. 

4694.  Have  you  provided  effectually  against  their  being  similarly  thrown  into 
confusion  in  case  of  another  fire  ?— I think  entirely  so  by  means  of  these  boxes  ; 
if  any  fire  should  happen,  and  there  should  be  only  half  an  hour’s  preparation 
before  the  building  was  on  fire,  the  whole  of  the  contents  could  be  removed  with- 
out any  disorganization. 

4695.  You  have  been  arranging  these  records?— Yes. 

4696.  According  to  what  system  ? — I arranged  all  classes,  where  it  was  possi- 
ble, according  to  their  respective  classes ; but  there  was  a considerable  portion 
which  it  was  not  possible  to  arrange  in  classes,  and  for  that  species  I adopted  a 
topographical  arrangement.  Mr.  Caley  had  adopted  a purely  artificial  arrange- 
ment, and  the  records  were  practically  quite  inconsumable  without  reference  to 
his  catalogue ; that  he  kept  at  his  own  house  in  Spa-fields. 

4697.  The  arrangement  you  have  adopted  would  in  a great  measure  supply  the 
place  of  a calendar? — Yes,  most  effectually ; a calendar  would  only  save  time; 
any  person  may  consult  the  office  calendars,  and  he  will  find  in  boxes  the  mis- 
cellaneous records  for  each  county  centralized  all  in  one  spot.  Mr.  Caley 
arranged  them  by  bundles,  whatever  might  be  the  nature  of  the  documents;  he 
ticketed  the  bundles  1 , 2,  3,  4 ; a bundle  would  contain  16  or  17  sorts  of  docu- 
ments, of  which  I have  an  instance  here ; many  of  the  documents  belonged  to 
classes  already  known  in  the  office,  and  might  have  been  separated  into  classes, 
as  they  have  been  since. 

4698.  Has  not  Mr.  Caley  sometimes  lettered  the  volumes  on  the  back  as  a class 
of  records  ? — The  lettering  generally  has  been  executed  in  a most  disgraceful 
manner ; the  lettering  is  incorrect  in  almost  every  respect ; I may  mention,  for 
instance,  the  ledgers  of  the  payments  of  the  Court  of  Augmentation ; they  form 
six  volumes,  and  each  volume  is  lettered  in  a different  manner.  Then  again 
there  are  books  lettered  with  one  title,  that  title  having  no  reference  to  the  con- 
tents ; dates  are  also  very  incorrect. 
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4699.  Is  there  not  one  volume  lettered  as  rentals  that  contains  17  documents,, 
not  one  of  which  happens  to  be  a rental  ? — Y es,  it  is  so ; the  Committee  could 
satisfy  themselves  of  the  fact  by  calling  for  the  production  of  the  volume. 

4700.  Are  you  aware  of  Mr.  Caley’s  having  cut  olf  the  seals? — He  cut  off  the 
seals  of  a great  number  of  conventual  leases,  in  order  to  arrange  the  leases  in 
volumes. 

4701 . Does  not  this  injure  the  value  of  the  document  ? — I should  say  decidedly 
so,  independent  of  any  kind  of  antiquarian  sentiment  in  preserving  the  documents 
in  their  original  integrity. 

4702.  Many  of  the  seals  are  handsome? — They  are  beautiful,  and  of  most 
elaborate  workmanship. 

4703.  Mr.  Caley  was  a great  collector  of  seals  ? — He  had  many  thousands. 

4704.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Are  the  seals  lost  to  the  public  ? — It  is  impossible  to  say. 

4705.  Are  they  out  of  the  custody  of  the  public  offices  ? — No,  some  are  in 
the  office ; they  were  cut  off  and  placed  in  boxes. 

4706.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  They  have  not  gone  to  add  to  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Caley  ?— No ; I would  not  be  supposed  to  assume  anything  of  the  sort. 

4707.  Mr.  Hawes.]  There  were  not  any  seals  sold  at  the  sale  along  with  the 
index  ? — There  were  great  quantities  sold,  principally  casts ; but  I do  not  think 
there  were  any  original  impressions.  I think  that  Mr.  Caley  formed  a wrong 
notion  of  arranging  those  documents  with  seals  in  volumes ; he  ought  not  to 
have  adopted  any  mode  which  would  have  destroyed  the  seals : his  love  for  col- 
lecting seals  induced  him,  though  perhaps  he  would  hardly  admit  the  motive 
to  himself,  to  remove  the  seals  for  the  convenience  of  copying  them  and  taking 
casts.  After  his  death  the  solicitor  to  the  estate  returned  me  a number  that  had 
been  taken  from  the  office,  and  that  had  remained  in  Mr.  Caley’s  house. 

4708.  Chairman .]  In  speaking  of  records,  did  you  bring  to  light  any  that  had 
been  lost  for  some  time  ? —I  do  not  know  that  they  had  been  lost,  but  I have 
brought  to  light  many  records,  some  very  important  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

4709.  Those  have  been  found  of  very  great  importance  in  legal  inquiries?— 
Yes,  of  very  great  value.  There  was  a dispute  between  the  Duchy  and  certain 
parties  in  the  county  as  to  the  right  to  mines,  and  a question  to  the  amount 
of  several  thousands  of  pounds  a year  was  determined  by  a document  recently 
found  in  the  Augmentation  Office  ; the  parties  would  not  go  into  Court  in  con- 
sequence, I have  understood,  of  the  discovery  of  that  document,  which  related  to 
a dispute  touching  the  manor  of  Tewington.  .... 

4710.  Were  any  portions  of  the  Valor  JEcclesiasticus  discovered  in  the  Aug- 
mentation Office? — Yes,  some  quantity,  being,  as  I believe,  the  original  returns 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  was  found  after  the  supplemental  or  sixth 
volume  had  appeared  to  that  work. 

4711.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  ought  to  have  appeared  in  the  Supplement 
to  that  work  published  by  the  present  commission  ?— No  doubt  they  ought  to 
have  been  inserted  in  it,  because  the  Supplement  is  formed  of  precisely  similar 
documents  found  for  the  most  part  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  Mr.  Hardy  has 
given  evidence  on  this  point,  in  which  I entirely  concur,  and  I need  not  there- 
fore repeat  the  same. 

4712.  What  fees  was  Mr.  Caley  accustomed  to  charge  for  searches? — An  ad 

4713.  Was  it  fixed  at  all? — It  was  stated  in  the  Report  of  1800,  but  not 

adhered  to  by  Mr.  Caley  to  any  extent.  I always  understood  he  charged  pretty 
much  what  he  liked.  . 

4714.  What  clue  had  the  public  to  the  correctness  of  the  fee  charged  ?— Only 
Mr.  Caley’s  inclination. 

471 5.  Did  you  alter  the  fees?— Yes,  I reduced  them  as  much  as  possible,  and 
I appointed  a small  definite  fee  to  every  class  of  records  consulted. 

4716.  What  was  the  process  of  searching  in  Mr.  Caley’s  time? — An  appli- 
cant having  learned  from  some  source,  or  presumed  the  existence  of  a document 
in  the  office,  he  might  come  to  the  office  when  Charles  Gay  was  not  there,  he 
would  then  have  to  come  a second  time ; if  he  chanced  to  find  Charles- Gay  there, 
he  was  sent  to  Mr.  Caley’s  house,  and  informed  him  of  his  object,  if  he  found 
him  at  home  on  bis  first  application.  Mr.  Caley  told  him  to  call  again  in  two  or 
three  days,  and  he  would  in  the  meanwhile  make  a search.  Mr.  Caley  having 
searched  his  indexes,  the  applicant  called : he  would  tell  him,  “ I have  searched, 
and  if  you  call  again  you  can  see  the  records.”  The  records  were  brought  from 
the  office  to  Mr.  Caley’s  house,  and  it  very  often  happened  that  the  precise 
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document  wanted  was  not  produced.  Parties  have  informed  me  they  have  lost 
a fortnight  in  running  backwards  and  forwards  to  his  house. 

4717.  Did  he  allow  anybody  to  search  the  indexes? — No,  not  even  the  public 
indexes. 

4718.  Have  you  adopted  any  other  rule  in  that  respect? — I always  allowed 
.every  applicant  to  search  all  the  indexes  without  any  fee ; but  if  he  examined 
.the  record  itself  he  paid  85.  8d. 

4719.  What  office  hours  did  you  find  when  you  came  to  the  office  ? — I do  not 
think  there  were  any  fixed  hours ; the  workmen  repairing  records  in  Mr.  Caley’s 
time  attended  from  nine  to  four ; but  there  were  no  conveniences  in  the  place, 
no  fires,  and  no  proper  superintendence ; and  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  workmen 
did  not  attend  very  regularly.  They  have  told  me  in  the  winter  they  were 
obliged  to  run  up  and  down  the  rooms  to  keep  themselves  warm. 

4720.  You  found  the  office,  as  far  as  the  keeper  was  concerned,  pretty  much  a 
sinecure  when  you  arrived  at  it  ? — I suppose  an  office  to  which  a gentleman  did 
not  attend  once  during  a whole  year  would  be  considered  a sinecure. 

4721.  Did  you  know,  at  the  time  you  entered  it,  he  had  made  it  a sinecure? — 
That  was  my  practical  experience. 

4722.  Did  you  conclude,  when  you  were  appointed  to  the  keepership,  that  you 
were  to  make  it  a sinecure ; or  if  you  did  any  work,  you  ought  to  be  paid  in 
addition  for  that  work  ? — The  idea  never  entered  into  my  mind,  and  is  rather 
preposterous. 

4723.  Was  Mr.  Caley  paid  by  fees  ? — He  was  paid  by  fees  for  the  Augmenta- 
tion Office,  and  a salary  at  the  Chapter-house. 

4724.  In  what  time  should  you  have  finished  your  classification  of  the  records  ? 
* — If  I had  not  been  interrupted,  I think  in  less  than  a year  the  whole  office 
would  have  been  in  a most  perfect  state  of  arrangement ; and  indeed,  before  I left 
the  office  there  was  no  document  in  the  office  I could  not  have  readily  found,  by 
means  of  the  system  I had  laid  down. 

4725.  Do  you  think  your  plan  would  have  prevented  any  future  loss  or  abstrac- 
tion of  documents? — Yes,  I am  quite  certain  of  it;  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  anything  to  have  been  lost  without  discovering  it.  If  we  had  adopted  a plan 
of  examination,  as  I intended,  once  or  twice  a year,  we  must  have  ascertained 
almost  exactly  the  precise  time  any  document  became  missing. 

4726.  Had  any  confusion  existed  between  the  documents  at  the  Augmentation 
Office  and  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office? — Yes;  at  some  distant  period, 
certainly,  but  not  of  late  years ; both  the  offices  were  formerly  in  the  same  locality, 
and  the  records  of  each  became  intermixed ; there  are  documents  in  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  Office  that  form  a part  of  the  series  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 

4727.  You  do  not  think  this  could  have  happened  under  your  arrangement? — 
No,  it  is  quite  impossible. 

4728.  Did  you  ever  represent  this  to  the  Commissioners? — The  intermixture? 
Yes,  often  and  often,  both  to  the  commissioners  (Messrs.  Hallam  & Petit)  and 
the  secretary ; and  I think  Messrs.  Hallam  & Petit  have  alluded  to  it  in  their 
report,  but  no  measures  were  ever  consequent  upon  that  representation. 

4729.  When  you  were  dismissed  what  did  you  do  with  the  keys  of  the  Aug- 
mentation Office? — I first  took  them  to  Mr.  Vincent,  who  declined  taking  them 
without  the  Treasury  orders ; I took  them  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  received  them  from  me,  and  delivered  them,  not  to  Mr.  Cooper,  but  to 
the  legal  officer,  Mr.  Vincent. 

4730.  Have  you  any  explanation  to  give  on  the  subject  of  the  alleged  detri- 
ment of  the  records  in  your  hands,  by  the  separation  of  certain  of  them  ? — I am 
quite  sure  no  person  looking  at  the  records,  and  no  person  competent  to  judge, 
would  say  any  injury  had  resulted  from  any  process  I had  adopted ; in  order  to 
substantiate  this,  I would  request  the  Chairman  to  summon  Mr.  Adlington,  with 
the  necessary  records. 

4731.  Have  you  any  addition  to  make  to  your  evidence  of  Wednesday? — 
I wished  somewhat  to  amplify  the  answer  I made  with  respect  to  my  engage- 
ment under  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  but  I can  do  it  another  time. 

4732.  Do  you  know  who  your  successor  in  the  Augmentation  Office  has  been  ? 
— My  actual  operative  successor,  as  respects  the  works  of  the  commission,  is  Mr. 
Charles  Gay. 

4733;  In  what  capacity  had  he  been  employed  up  to  that  time? — In  various 
capacities.  I believe  he  began  as  Mr.  Caley’s  domestic  servant,  then  as  a work- 

0.33.  3 1 4 man, 
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Henry  Cole,  Esq.  man,  then  foreman  of  the  workmen.  He  became  very  familiar  with  the  out- 

sides  of  the  documents,  and  could  procure  most  of  those  which  searchers  desired 

20  May  1836.  to  inspect.  Like  all  persons  having  connexion  with  these  matters  for  a long  period, 
he  obtained  a certain  degree  of  familiarity  with  them  ; very  useful. 

4734.  Is  he  a person,  in  your  opinion,  competent,  without  superintendence,  to 
carry  on  the  plan  you  have  begun  ? — Certainly  not ; but  the  Committee  had 
better  take  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Hewlett  and  Mr.. 
Illingworth,  instead  of  mine. 


Veneris,  30  die  Junii , 1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams- 
Wynn. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Jervis. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Henry  Cole,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  4735.  Chairman.\  HAVE  you  any  further  statement  to  make  respecting  the 
- — Augmentation-office  ? — Partly  connected  with  the  Augmentation-office  and 

, 3 June  1836.  partly  connected  with  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  of  the  Exchequer.  I wish 
to  add  a few  particulars  regarding  the  reports  I furnished  of  those  two  offices. 
I drew  up  a long  report  on  the  state  of  the  Augmentation-office,  as  I had 
drawn  up  a report  on  the  state  of  the  Exchequer ; I requested  Mr.  Cooper  to 
allow  me  to  correct  the  press  of  that  report,  and  to  supply  a number  of  details 
which  I was  unable  to  give  at  the  time  I was  preparing  the  report.  Mr.  Cooper 
having  promised  me  I should  amend  that  report,  denied  all  recollection 
about  the  matter,  and  referred  me  to  Mr.  Hunter ; Mr.  Hunter  referred  me 
back  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Cooper  again  to  Mr.  Hunter.  Mr.  Cooper  sub- 
sequently informed  me  in  a letter,  dated  December  4,  1835,  that  I should  have 
power  to  see  my  reports ; that  “ no  alterations  must  be  made  without  my 
sanction ; ” and  that  when  I had  perfected  them  as  I wished,  I was  to  transmit 
them  to  him.  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  give  me  any  opportunity  of  perfecting  them, 
and  my  report  on  the  Augmentation-office  has  been,  if  not  worked  off,  at  all 
events  set  up  in  type;  and  I see  in  the  printed  sheets  some  of  those  deficiencies 
I wished  to  supply;  (e.  g .)  in  page  217,  in  order  to  specify  the  very  great  quan- 
tity of  Court  Rolls  in  the  Augmentation-office,  I left  a blank  for  the  number  of 
cubic  feet,  intending  to  supply  the  quantity,  and  there  the  blank  still  remains 
as  other  blanks  have  remained  in  my  report  on  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
records.  The  dispute  with  Mr.  Cooper  respecting  these  reports  was  this : that 
Mr.  Cooper  having  written  me  a letter  expressly  telling  me  to  designate  myself 
as  “ Keeper  of  the  Augmentation-office ; ” accordingly  I so  styled  myself. 
Mr.  Cooper  afterwards  sought  to  deprive  me  of  that  title,  and  ordered  the 
report  to  be  printed  without  the  title ; in  like  manner  Mr.  Cooper  had  told  me 
to  style  myself  a Sub-commissioner  for  the  arrangement  of  the  Exchequer 
records ; and  Mr.  Cooper,  as  Mr.  Hunter  has  stated  (Evidence  3346-3350), 
scratched  out  the  title  of  sub-commissioner.  Mr.  Hunter,  in  order  to  conceal 
this  from  my  knowledge,  sent  me  my  manuscript  report,  with  Mr.  Cooper’s 
pencil  marks,  so  clumsily  rubbed  out,  that  what  Mr.  Cooper  intended  to  do  with 
the  title  was  easily  detected.  I have  that  MS.  report  here,  if  the  Committee 
wish  to  see  it.  [ The  Witness  handed  it  to  the  Committee .]  The  Committee 
will  see  that  the  pencil  marks,  through  the  words  “ Sub-commissioner  for 
arranging  the  Records,  &c.,”  are  not  wholly  obliterated. 

4736.  When  did  Mr.  Cooper  tell  you  to  sign  yourself  sub-commissioner  ? — 
About  the  same  period  that  he  wrote  to  me  a letter  desiring  me  to  style  myself 
the  Temporary  Keeper  of  the  Augmentation-office.  He  says,  in  the  letter  dated 
December  23,  1834,  “ This  note  is  written  merely  to  remind  you  that  returns 
must  be  made  by  you  as  keeper  pro  tempore,  both  of  the  records  at  the  Aug- 
mentation-office, and  the  miscellaneous  records  at  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s- 

office.” 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 
Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
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office.”  And  then  he  adds  afterwards,  “ I make  no  doubt  yours  will  rival  those 
of  the  salaried  keepers.”  So  that  after  having  written  me  a letter  merely  to 
remind  me  how  to  style  myself,  he  scratches  out  the  designation  he  had  told 
.me  to  append  to  my  report. 

4737.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Rolls 
Chapel  ? — In  1833  I was  desired  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  inspect  the  state  in  which 
certain  arrangements  and  binding  of  records  had  been  carried  on  there  by  the 
commission.  I observed  that  a plan  of  binding  the  “ Inquisitiones  post  mortem” 
in  volumes  had  been  adopted,  and  which  was  exceedingly  inconvenient ; slow  in 
its  progress  and  expensive : the  volumes  being  very  large,  and  the  documents 
still  larger,  required  to  be  folded ; and  on  my  remarking  on  the  inconveni- 
ences which  appeared  to  me  to  attach  to  that  mode,  it  was  let  out  by  accident 
by  one  of  the  clerks  that  when  copies  of  large  documents  were  required  they 
were  obliged  to  take  out  the  documents  from  the  volume  in  which  they  had 
been  bound.  This  mode  of  fastening  documents  in  a volume,  and  removing 
them,  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  injudicious  a plan  that  I represented  it  to  Mr. 
Cooper,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  of  course,  as  any  one  would  do,  admitted  the  impro- 
priety, and  desired  the  system  should  be  stopped ; and  it  has  been  stopped 
until  sufficient  matter  to  make  many  volumes  has  accumulated,  and  which 
remains  unbound,  and  which  it  was  intended  to  place  in  portfolios  instead  of 
binding.  I was  exceedingly  surprised  to  hear  Mr.  Cooper’s  evidence  on  this 
subject.  Mr.  Cooper  first  doubted  (Evidence  326)  the  fact,  but  afterwards 
(Evidence  1027),  stated  he  found  this  plan  of  binding  documents  into  a volume, 
and  then  removing  them  out  for  convenience  sake,  was  a “ very  convenient 
mode.”  So  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  stopped  a plan  for  four  years  which  he  now- 
states  he  finds  to  he  very  convenient.  I suggested  that  portfolios  should  be 
used  instead  of  binding ; and  a portfolio  was  prepared  as  a specimen,  which 
may  be  seen  at  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

4738.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  facilities  of  search  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? 
— I have  never  had  occasion  to  make  any  there  myself. 

4739.  Or  consult  the  indexes  ? — No ; but  the  actual  local  arrangement  at 
the  Rolls  Chapel  I have  had  the  means  of  ascertaining  to  be  very  inconvenient 
and  detrimental  to  the  records.  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  have  suffi- 
ciently described  it  in  their  report  (Agenda,  p.  283),  by  saying  that  the  records 
can  only  be  procured  “ by  guess  matured  into  habit,”  on  account  of  the  dark- 
ness ; and  the  gallery  of  the  repository  is  so  narrow  that  it  can  scarcely  be 
approached  in  safety. 

4740.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  search  for  records  in  the  office  of  the  Duchy 
of  Cornwall  ? — I have. 

4741 . In  what  manner  are  they  kept  ?— I cannot  speak  of  the  arrangement 
of  the  records  there,  or  of  the  mode  in  which  they  are  kept,  as  neither  are 
visible  to  those  making  searches.  I can  only  speak  of  the  degree  of  facility 
the  public  has  in  searching  there. 

4742.  Witnesses  before  have  described  the  general  arrangement ; you  can 
describe  it  as  briefly  as  possible,  and  state  any  circumstances  that  have  hap- 
pened in  your  own  experience  ?— In  order  to  make  searches  there  the  applicant 
must  apply  by  writing.  This  is  not  required,  I believe,  at  any  other  record 
office,  and  the  Duchy  will  take  whatever  time  it  pleases  to  answer  that  com- 
munication. One  answer  I have  received  will  completely  show  the  mode  to  be 
adopted  in  making  searches.  Mr.  Abbot  says,  in  a letter  of  the  1 1th  of  May 
1835,  “ I have  to  inform  you  that,  on  receiving  your  wishes  as  to  the  particular 
point  you  desire  to  have  investigated,  and  the  nature  and  dates  of  the  public 
records  to  be  referred  to,  a search  will  be  made  by  the  proper  Duchy  officer  ; 
after  which  such  records  as  contain  any  mention  of  the  particular  point  your 
inquiry  is  directed  to,  will  be  produced  for  your  perusal,  and  you  can  have 
what  extracts  or  copies  from  such  records  you  may  desire,  by  paying  the  office 
fees  for  such  search  and  copies.” 

4743-  Sir  Charles  Lemon^]  Were  you  allowed  access  to  the  calendars  ? — No; 
refused  when  I asked  permission.  Mr.  Cooper  (Evidence  1842)  states,  “ There 
are  no  private  calendars  or  indexes  in  that  office  ; ” which  is  incorrect.  Mr. 
Abbot  says  I shall  have  the  records  if  I describe  the  “ nature”  and  the  “ dates;” 
but  as  the  Duchy  will  not  allow  the  applicant  access  to  any  calendar  to  ascer- 
tain any  records  they  have,  or  the  dates  of  any,  the  request  must  be  made  at 
a venture ; and  if  anything  demanded  is  not  correctly  described,  a refusal  is 
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given.  They  will  tell  you  nothing ; and  a search  is  almost  impracticable  if 
previous  knowledge  were  not  obtained  from  other  sources.  Another  case  has 
happened  to  me  which  shows  how  the  pubhc  business  is  managed  in  that 
repository : I was  desired  by  Mr.  Coode,  a solicitor  in  Guildford-street,  to  apply 
for  the  inspection  of  a survey  supposed  to  exist  in  that  office.  I wrote  on  the 
31st  of  December  1835,  and  waited  a fortnight,  when,  receiving  no  reply, 

I wrote  again  on  the  1 1th  of  January.  Another  fortnight  elapsed,  and  then 
I received  a letter  requesting  to  know  upon  what  authority  I had  made  that 
application  in  Mr.  Trevannion’s  name.  Mr.  Coode,  being  Mr.  Trevannion’s  soli- 
citor, had  desired  me  to  apply  in  Mr.  Trevannion’s  name,  and  the  Duchy  took  a 
very  underhand  mode  of  proceeding ; they  applied  to  Mr.  Trevanion  to  know 
if  he  had  authorized  Mr.  Cole  to  search.  Of  course  Mr.  Trevannion  knew  no- 
thing at  all  about  me,  but  only  knew  his  solicitor.  Upon  Mr.  Trevannion  saying 
he  was  not  acquainted  with  me,  and  had  not  given  me  any  specific  instructions, 
a refusal  was  made  to  search  ; a transaction  which  I can  only  characterize  as  a 
very  disgraceful  subterfuge  to  avoid  communicating  the  information.  I wish  to 
produce  the  opinion  of  Lord  Tenterden,  who  admits  of  no  distinction  whatever 
between  the  public  documents  the  Duchy  may  possess,  and  those  considered 
by  the  Duchy  as  private.  In  Concanen’s  report  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  all  docu- 
ments whatever  that  were  produced  by  the  Duchy  from  its  own  office  were 
regarded,  and  were  received  by  the  court  as  evidence,  and  as  public  documents. 
Lord  Tenterden,  at  p.  152,  after  stating  he  was  of  opinion  that  a particular 
enrolment  should  be  received  in  evidence,  adds,  “ I do  not  apprehend  that  any 
lawyer  could  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  that,  considering  the  very  peculiar 
nature  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  (and  I intimated  something  to  the  same  effect 
in  the  course  of  discussion  two  days  ago),  that  whether  the  Duchy  is  vested 
in  the  Crown  or  the  Duke,  the  Crown  has  a peculiar  interest  in  it  at  all 
times,  and  whatever  is  done  at  any  period  is  to  be  received  in  the  same  manner; 
and  whatever  is  done  during  the  existence  of  a duke  is  to  be  considered  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  was  done  by  the  Crown ; ” and  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  also 
says,  “ I can  make  no  distinction  between  a lease  by  the  Crown  and  a lease  by 
the  Duke  of  Cornwall  in  this  respect;  ” and  also,  p.  153,  “ I am  of  opinion  that 
the  reference  to  leases  and  acts  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall, 
made  by  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and  enrolled  in  the  Auditor’s-office,  is  evidence 
of  the  document  just  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  made  by  the  King  himself.” 
u I am  entirely  of  the  same  opinion,”  add  Justices  Littledale  and  Parke.  Lord 
Tenterden  also  says,  p.  110,  “ But  with  regard  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  I am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  when  there  is  no  Duke  of  Corn- 
wall, belongs  to  the  Crown.  It  is  sometimes  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and 
sometimes  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke,  and  the  Crown,  therefore,  or  in  other 
words,  the  pubhc,  has  an  interest  in  everything  which  is  done  in  the  Duchy.” 
The  opinion  of  Sir  James  Scarlett,  now  Lord  Abinger,  p.  147,  is  to  the  same  effect. 

4744.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.']  The  effect  of  that  opinion,  in  your  view  of  it,  is  to 
remove  altogether  the  distinction  between  the  private  andpublic  documents  in  the 
custody  of  the  Duchy  ? — Undoubtedly  ; it  has  been  attempted  to  be  shown  that 
the  possessions  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
pubhc  as  those  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  or  any  other  private  indivi- 
dual ; but  there  is  this  difference,  that  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  can  produce  his  own 
records  against  an  opposing  party,  as  evidence  of  his  own  rights,  whilst,  of  course, 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  or  any  other  private  individual,  has  no  such  right. 

4745.  But  any  document,  in  your  opinion,  taken  out  of  the  archives  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall,  has  the  authority  of  a pubhc  document  ?— Yes,  un- 
doubtedly; they  have  enjoyed  all  the  rights  attached  to  that  opinion,  and 
I conceive  no  higher  opinions  of  the  fact  can  be  expressed  than  those  of  the 
judges  upon  this  important  trial. 

4746.  And  that  opinion  goes  to  establish  the  analogy  between  the  property 
held  under  the  Duchy,  and  that  held  under  the  Crown  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

4747.  Chairman .]  Has  it  ever  happened  to  you  to  apply  to  consult  records 
relating  to  land,  or  other  property  of  the  Crown,  for  legal  matters  ? — A consi- 
derable portion  of  the  documents  in  the  Augmentation-office,  and  documents  m 
many  other  offices,  relate  to  property  in  which  the  Crown  has  some  interest, 
and  these  I have  frequently  consulted. 

4748.  When  the  Crown  appears  as  a party  in  our  courts,  in  matters  relating 
to  its  landed  possessions,  or  when  any  information  is  wanted  by  persons 

claiming 
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claiming  against  the  Crown,  would  any  objection  be  made  to  a search  for  a 
document  in  the  record  offices  ?— I believe  none  whatever ; I may  instance  the 
case  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  in  which  the  records  are  public ; and  cer- 
tainly, in  my  own  experience  of  the  Exchequer  and  Augmentation  offices,  no 
inquiry  is  made,  whether  the  search  is  for  the  Crown  or  for  a private  individual. 

4749.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.']  Would  such  documents,  relating  to  the  private 
property  of  the  Crown,  be  received  in  evidence  as  public  documents  ? — Yes,  if 
they  are  matters  of  record,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact : frequent  instances 
occurred  on  the  trial  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton. 

4750.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  from  the  nature  of  them  there  can  be  no 
document  in  the  archives  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  which  should  be  withheld 
from  public  inspection  ? — Certainly,  I am  of  that  opinion. 

4751.  And  co-extensive  with  the  authority  given  to  them  as  public  documents 
should  be  the  facility  of  search  ? — Yes ; I think  it  exceedingly  advisable,  if  any 
improved  jurisdiction  should  hereafter  be  exercised  over  public  records 
generally,  that  the  records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  should  be  included  in 
that  arrangement. 

4752.  In  the  course  of  your  communications  with  the  Duchy,  have  you  ever 
been  able  to  ascertain  what  is  the  distinction  that  they  themselves  draw 
between  private  and  public  documents  ? — I believe  that  they  behave  with  the 
greatest  partiality ; and  I have  heard  repeated  complaints  made  to  that  effect  by 
persons  in  the  habit  of  consulting  their  records  ; and  my  own  belief  is,  that  they 
draw  the  line  tight  or  loose,  just  as  the  interests  of  the  Duchy  may  suggest  to 
them. 

4753.  But  you,  in  the  course  of  your  searches,  have  never  had  it  explained 
to  you  that  there  does  exist  a broad  line  of  distinction  that  they  themselves 
observe  ? — I do  not  believe  that  they  know  it  themselves ; I am  quite  sure  there 
is  no  record  officer  of  the  Duchy  who  is  competent  to  draw  that  line  whoever 
has  drawn  it ; you  ask  for  a record.,  and  they  give  it  you  or  not,  just  as  they 
please.  Mr.  Abbot  gave  evidence  before  this  Committee,  in  my  hearing,  a 
short  time  ago,  and  he  was  then  in  doubt  whether  ministers’  accounts  were 
public  records.  Now,  if  there  is  one  class  of  records  that  is  of  a nature  more 
public  than  another,  it  is  that  of  the  ministers’  accounts,  in  my  opinion ; and 
here  is  the  absurdity.  Suppose  the  Duchy  claim  that  the  ministers’  accounts 
in  their  possession  are  private  documents ; other  ministers’  accounts  of  the  same 
description,  filling  up  portions  of  the  series,  are  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s- 
office,  some  I have  reason  to  believe  are  in  the  Pipe-office,  and  a great  quan- 
tity in  the  Augmentation-office  ; so  that  a person  may  consult  some  portions 
of  a series,  and  be  refused  permission  to  search  other  portions,  because  they  are 
in  the  possession  of  the  Duchy. 

4754.  Do  these  documents  refer  to  a period  when  the  Duchy  was  in 
abeyance  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question  quite  decidedly ; they  have . for 
instance,  ministers’  accounts  of  the  Duchy  possessions  in  the  time  of  Eliza- 
beth in  the  Duchy-office ; and  I know  there  are  ministers’  accounts  also  of  the 
time  of  Elizabeth  in  the  Augmentation-office.  The  Duchy  at  that  period  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crown'. 

4755.  Are  these  same  ministers’  accounts  that  they  claim  to  be  private  docu- 
ments, received  in  evidence  ? — Undoubtedly  they  are ; when  I say  that  they 
claim  them  to  be  private  documents,  I allude  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Abbot, 
when  he  expressed  doubts  whether  they  were  public  or  private ; if  private 
documents,  the  anomaly  of  searching  some  portions  and  not  others  I have 
mentioned  would  exist.  I myself  have  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
ministers’  accounts  at  the  Duchy,  and  was  therefore  surprised  to  hear 
Mr.  Abbot  question  their  publicity ; and  I alluded  to  the  case  as  showing  that 
the  Duchy  had  not  fixed  rules  of  proceeding. 

4756.  Are  those  other  ministers’  accounts  in  the  other  public  offices  as  acces- 
sible to  the  public  as  the  other  documents  in  those  offices  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly  ; 
I conceive  it  would  be  an  act  of  great  indecorum  in  any  officer  to  ask  the  object 
of  a search  ; and  if  the  object  be  not  known,  and  even  if  it  were,  no  difficulty  of 
access  whatever  would  arise.  The  calendars  of  them  are  seen  where  there  are 
calendars  ; and  I do  not  believe  that  any  officer  would  refrain  from  affording 
every  facility  for  consulting  every  record  in  his  office. 

4757-  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  any  ministers’  accounts  that  have 
been  lent  to  the  Duchy  for  any  particular  purpose,. have  been  demanded  again 
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on  the  part  of  the  office  from  which  they  were  received  t — It  happened  at  the 
very  time  the  Duchy  were  aiming  to  obtain  certain  records  from  the  Augmen- 
tation-office, I found  in  the  Augmenation-office  an  ancient  order  from  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  calling  upon  the  Duchy  officers  to  return  a number  of 
records  that  had  been  lent  to  the  Duchy  for  their  convenience,  and  these 
records  are  of  a description  similar  to  many  in  the  Duchy-office,  and  in  the 
Augmentation-office. 

4758.  Chairman .]  There  was  a large  mass  of  records  relating  to  the  Duchy 
of  Cornwall  found  in  the  Augmentation-office  ? — Yes. 

4759.  When?— Some  of  them  were  known  in  Mr.  Caley’s  time ; but  I believe 
by  far  the  greater  portion  were  found  and  arranged  after  the  accident  of  the 
burning  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

4760.  Owing  to  that  accident  in  anyway  ? — The  accident  caused  a complete 
re-arrangement  in  that  office,  and  many  records  came  to  light  that  had  been 
hitherto  buried  in  obscurity. 

4761.  How  had  those  documents  ever  got  into  the  Augmentation-office  that 
are  not  of  a class  properly  belonging  to  it  ? — There  are  a great  number  of 
documents,  the  existence  of  which  in  that  repository  it  is  difficult  to  account 
for ; there  is  a larger  quantity  of  Welch  records  there  than  the  Welch  auditors 
themselves  possess. 

4762.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn^]  Of  about  what  period?— 
From  the  time  of  Edward  III.  to  Charles  II. ; indeed,  if  I were  desired  to  make  a 
search  for  Welch  property,  the  first  office  I should  search  in  would  be  the 
Augmentation-office ; but  there  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  immediate  con- 
nection between  the  Augmentation-office  and  the  principality  of  Wales.  This 
circumstance  shows  the  very  great  necessity  that  has  existed  for  many  years, 
and  still  does  exist,  of  classifying  all  the  public  records,  each  in  its  particular 
series  and  in  one  spot.  I may  also  allude,  in  illustration  of  that  opinion,  that 
there  are  great  numbers  of  records  relating  to  Wales  in  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s-office  ; and  alluding  to  the  distribution  of  records  of  the  same  class 
in  several  repositories,  I would  state  that  “ Inquisitiones  post  mortem”  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Tower,  in  the  Exchequer,  in  the  Rolls  chapel,  and  in  the  Chapter- 
house,  to  my  own  personal  knowledge ; “ Patent  Rolls”  in  the  Tower,  the  Rolls 
chapel,  and  the  Chapter-house ; “ Parliament  Rolls”  in  the  Chapter-house,  in  the 
Tower,  and  in  the  office  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
“ Rotuli  Scotige”  in  the  Chapter-house  and  in  the  Tower ; “ Parliamentary  Surveys 
of  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,”  in  the  Augmentation-office,  Lambeth  Palace, 
the  Rolls  chapel,  and  some  I believe  in  the  Tower;  “Pipe  Rolls”  in  the  Pipe-office, 
Chapter-house,  the  Tower,  and  the  Pell-office;  “Wardrobe  Accounts”  in  the 
Tower,  the  Chapter-house,  the  Exchequer,  and  the  British  Museum ; the  “ Valor 
Ecclesiasticus”  in  the  Augmentation-office,  and  the  First  Fruit’s-office,  and 
Chapter-house ; “ Ministers  Accounts,”  which  is  a very  general  species  of  record, 
in  all  the  offices  I have  ever  had  anything  to  do  with.  It  happens,  however,  that 
for  want  of  the  records  being  properly  and  locally  arranged  and  classified,  that 
almost  every  publication  of  the  Commission  is  defective.  A work  in  four  folio 
volumes,  the  “ Inquisitiones  post  mortem”  was  printed,  and  I believe  only  the 
Tower  repository  was  consulted  for  that  class  of  records,  whilst  others  existed 
in  three  other  repositories,  and  I know  that  some  have  been  since  found  in  the 
Exchequer,  that  would  supply  many  blanks  existing  in  that  publication.  The 
publications  of  the  commission  which  are  imperfect  for  want,  as  I conceive,  of  this 
arrangement,  are  the  “Inquisitiones  post  mortem,”  the  “Parliamentary  Writs,” 
the  “ Fcedera,”  the  “Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas,”  the  “ Nonee  Rolls,”  the  “Valor 
Ecclesiasticus,”  the  “ Testa  de  Neville,”  and  the  “ Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls.’ 

4763.  Chaairmn.\  How  can  the  “'Testa  de  Neville”  be  imperfect  on  that  ac- 
count; it  is  one  document? — It  was  printed  from  an  ancient  transcript  com- 
piled from  original  rolls  and  inquisitions  that  have  since  the  publication  beep 
found  in  the  Exchequer.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  exceedingly  injudi- 
cious to  print  a manuscript,  without  referring  to  the  original  rolls  to  ascertain 
the  accuracy  of  it. 

4764.  Was  it  a mere  transcript,  the  “ Testa  de  Neville,”  or  an  abridgment  t— 
It  was  partly  a transcript  and  partly  an  abridgment ; the  object  of  printing  it 
was  for  the  information  in  it ; and  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  printed 
from  the  originals  instead  of  a copy. 

4765.  Is  not  the  “Testa  de  Neville”  the  same  as  the  rolls  ? — Unquestionably 
not ; and  I have  heard  rumours  of  people  who  cannot  understand  when  I have 
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expressed  an  opinion  upon  the  comparison  between  the  originals  and  the 
transcript  of  them,  being  “ Testa  de  Neville  they  conceive  I mean  that  the 
errors  exist  between  the  printed  book  and  the  transcript  from  which  it  was 
printed.  I mean  nothing  of  the  sort ; I mean  simply  that  the  original  matters  from 
which  this  compilation  was  made,  differs  from  that  compilation,  and  to  a most 
important  extent ; the  dates  of  instruments  have  been  left  out,  and  the  autho- 
rity upon  which  the  returns  were  formed.  The  “ Testa  de  Neville”  is  nothing 
better  than  a compilation  at  the  fancy  of  the  person  who  made  it. 

4766.  And  made  carelessly  ? — Yes,  in  many  respects ; the  work  was  printed 
from  a transcript  of  the  14th  century,  and  the  original  records  from  which  the 
transcript  was  compiled,  existed  at  the  time  the  transcript  was  printed  by  the 
Commission,  and  should  have  been  sought  for,  but  they  were  not  used ; the 
originals  or  at  least  about  20  rolls  I have  found,  are  in  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s-office.  To  take  an  example  of  the  variations,  at  page  ] 35  in  the  return 
of  Knight’s  fees  for  the  county  of  Wilts,  the  original  writ  authorizing  the  return, 
and  showing  the  date  of  the  instrument,  which  is  absent  in  the  transcript, 
exists  in  the  original  roll.  Now  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  a return  of 
this  nature  that  the  date  should  be  seen ; the  date  is  not  seen  by  the  transcript 
as  printed ; a similar  omission  of  the  original  writ  occurs  at  p.  1 7-  At  p.  38,  this 
error  of  carelessness  in  the  compilation  of  the  transcript,  assuming  the  printed 
copy  represents  the  transcript  faithfully,  may  be  seen : “ Domina  Matilda  de  Mus- 
camp  tenet  villam  in  dote  et  facit  inde  servicium  disnidii  militis.”  In  the  original, 
Matilda  de  Muscamp  holds  the  township  of  Rosse.  What  object  could  a compiler 
have  in  omitting  the  very  pith  of  the  information  ? In  another  part,  reckoning 
literal  alterations  and  errors  of  names,  in  22  lines  there  are  122  variations 
between  the  transcript,  assuming  the  book  to  be  a faithful  copy  of  the  transcript, 
and  the  original  rolls. 

4767.  There  are  those  variations  between  the  printed  book  and  the  original 
roll  ? — Yes,  and  I conclude  between  the  transcript  itself ; I had  on  one  occasion 
need  to  compare  the  printed  book  with  the  transcript  from  which  it  was  printed, 
and  with  the  exception  of  misreading  the  names,  I found  it  tolerably  accurate, 
and  I assume  it  is  a faithful  copy  of  the  transcript. 

4768.  But  misreadings  of  names  are  very  important  errors  ? — Yes ; I think 
I can  produce  an  instance ; here  is  an  error  between  the  printed  copy  and  the 
transcript  “ Testa  de  Neville,”  the  word  Nicholai  has  been  misread  for  Michaelis  ; 
I have  never  caused  a careful  comparison  to  be  made  between  the  transcript 
and  the  volume  printed  from  it ; and  I would  not  assume  that  it  is  not  tolerably 
accurate,  or  at  least  as  accurate  as  many  books  of  the  Commission  are. 

4769.  Is  not  that  one  of  the  works  that  it  was  proposed  to  make  evidence  in 
a court  of  justice  ? — Yes,  it  is  ; in  the  first  volume  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  “ Compilation 
on  Public  Records.” 

4770.  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  Pipe-office  ? — I have  had  occasion  to  go 
into  it  at  various  times. 

4771.  Where  is  it? — It  is  two  stories  underground  at  Somerset-house. 

4772.  What  kind  of  building  is  it ; is  it  dry  ? It  is  in  a building  that  is 
alternately  damp  and  alternately  dry,  and  some  very  curious  incrustations  have 
been  formed  upon  the  walls  and  floors  by  the  alternation  of  damp  and  dry. 
Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  described  them  in  their  official  report, 
(Agenda,  p.  282),  as  stalactytes,  and  probably  that  is  scientifically  correct. 

4773.  Are  not  the  records  very  much  injured  by  those  alternations  between 
damp  and  heat  ? — I should  conceive  so  ; a very  considerable  proportion  of  the 
records  are  in  disorder ; and  at  least  a year’s  labour  would  be  requisite  in 
merely  locally  arranging  them  properly.  I happened  on  one  occasion  to  be  in 
the  Pipe-office,  and  taking  up  a stray  document,  I found  it  related  to  some 
property  in  Cornwall,  the  manor  of  Tywarnhale,  and  I think  it  would  have 
been  very  useful  had  I known  of  its  existence  ; it  was  found  lying  loose  upon 
the  table. 

4774-  Among  a heap  of  other  records  ? — Yes. 

4775-  If  you  had  gone  and  searched  the  office,  nothing  but  chance  would 
have  enabled  you  to  light  upon  it  ? — I should  never  think  of  searching  among 
unarranged  records  upon  the  chance  of  finding  anything ; I mention  it  to  show 
the  want  of  arrangement. 

4776.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  Crown  leases  in  that  office  ? — Yes, 
there  are. 

0-33-  3 k 3 4777-  Do 
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4777.  Do  you  know  how  they  are  kept?— In  a state  of  great  confusion  and 
in  no  arrangement ; I do  not  helieve  there  is  any  calendar  to  them. 

4778.  Are  there  any  other  of  the  record  offices  with  which  you  are  at  all  ac- 
quainted ? — I hare  a general  acquaintance  with  most  of  them,  hut  I should  not 
think  it  proper  to  give  any  specific  evidence  upon  them.  The  Toweris  certainly, 
in  my  opinion,  the  best  and  only  well-arranged  repository  in  the  metropolis. 

4779.  Hare  you  any  further  statement  to  make  relative  to  the  general  report  ? 
— Not  any. 

4780.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  school  of  young  transcribers  men- 
tioned in  the  return  ? — It  is  a sheer  fiction,  a mere  piece  of  delusion. 

4781.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  does  not  exist? — I mean  to  say  positively, 
nothing  of  the  kind  exists ; it  is  a mere  deception  upon  the  Committee  to  say 
that  anything  of  the  kind  exists  ; I believe  that  a design  for  a long  time  has 
been  talked  of,  of  making  a school  of  young  transcribers ; when  I first  went  to 
Mr.  Cooper’s  chambers,  it  was  proposed  I should  be  the  master  of  that  school, 
but  finding  that  my  first  pupil  was  twice  my  age,  and  received  twice  the  salary 
for  learning  that  I was  to  receive  for  teaching,  I avoided  the  proposal  to  instruct 
Mr.  Webster ; Mr.  Wylde  was  the  second  pupil.  I know  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, that  every  gentleman  who  has  had  anything  to  do  with  editorship,  has 
been  obliged  to  educate  scholars  or  pupils  for  his  own  purposes,  and  in  many 
cases  the  secretary  did  avail  himself  of  the  labours  of  . those  gentlemen,  and 
took  away  their  transcribers  after  the  persons  so  educating  them  had  been  at 
considerable  trouble ; that  was  the  case  with  Dr.  Drescher  a Pole.  Mr.  Hardy 
bestowed  some  weeks  of  very  patient  labour  to  enable  the  doctor  to  read  the 
Close  Rolls  of  John ; he  had  no  sooner  become  tolerably  competent,  than  Mr. 
Cooper  finding  he  understood  German,  changed  the  doctor’s  employment  to 
reading,  writing,  and  translating  his  (Mr.  Cooper’s)  foreign  correspondence,  at 
his  own  chambers,  works  I frequently  saw  him  performing  in  1833.  Then 
again  there  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Edward  Bond,  who  was  no  sooner  rendered 
competent  to  read  and  transcribe  records  by  Mr.  Hardy,  than  the  secretary 
laid  hands  also  upon  him.  Mr.  Stevenson  educated  a gentleman ; Sir  F.  Pal- 
grave  educated  others ; I myself  educated  Mr.  Richard  Bond.  Now  the  secre- 
tary has  and  has  had  for  more  than  18  months,  four  young  gentlemen,  or 
rather  gentlemen  of  various  ages  (one  is  not  a very  young  person),  at  the 
Museum,  copying  some  modern  hand-writing,  which  any  lawyer’s  clerk  can 
copy ; this  he  calls  a school  of  young  transcribers,  which  is  altogether  a mere 
farce ; to  say  that  books  have  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  these  young  gentle- 
men, or  indeed  for  the  use  of  any  gentlemen  in  the  employ  of  the  board  to  any 
considerable  extent,  is  not  quite  coincident  with  the  facts. 

4782.  You  have  been  employed  upon  works  under  the  Commission,  which 
would  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  refer  to  expensive  works,  some  of  which 
might  be  found  among  those  which  Mr.  Cooper  has  returned  as  in  the  library 
of  the  Commission  ; have  you  had  any  use  of  those  books  ? — I think  Mr.  Cooper 
has  purchased  about  10 1.  worth  of  books,  or  something  less,  for  the  express 
use  of  the  Augmentation-office  ; I have  expended  much  money  myself,  for  such 
books  as  “ Du  Cange’s  Glossary,”  &e.  It  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  any 
knowledge  of  what  books  were  in  the  Commission’s  library,  still  more  impos- 
sible to  get  at  them,  if  you  knew  what  were  there.  I never  borrowed  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection  but  one  book  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  was  “ Madox  s 
History  of  the  Exchequer,”  and  then  Mr.  Cooper  gave  me  to  understand,  if 
I recollect  rightly,  it  was  lent  from  his  own  private  collection.. 

4783.  Have  you  seen  a return  of  the  books  laid  before  Parliament? — Yes. 

4784.  Are  there  not  among  those  books  many  which  in  the  course  of  your 
labours  for  the  Commission  you  would  have  been  glad  to  consult,  if  you  had 
known  them  to  have  been  at  hand  ? — When  reading  the  return,  I remarked  a 
considerable  number  that  I should  have  consulted  at  various  times,  and  to 
consult  which,  I went  to  the  British  Museum. 

4785.  Had  you  any  means  of  knowing  what  books  existed  in  the  collection? 
— I believe  till  the  return  was  ordered,  no  catalogue  existed. 

4786.  Are  you  aware  whether  “ D’Israeli’s  Curiosities  of  Literature”  was  one 
of  the  books  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Commission  ? — Mr.  Protheroe  men- 
tioned that,  and  with  other  books,  such  as  “ Dibden’s  Literary  Tour,”  “ Whar- 
ton’s History  of  English  Poetry,”  “Dunlop’s  History  of  Fiction,”  “ Ellis’s  Metrical 
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Romances,”  and  “ Niehol’s  literary  Anecdotes,”  as  having  been  purchased  out 
of  the  public  money  for  the  use  of  the  Commission. 

4787  When  did  Mr.  Protheroe  tell  you  those  hooks  were  purchased  ?— In 
the  summer  of  1833  the  subject  was  first  mentioned,  and  subsequently  on  many 

°C4788.  He  told  you  they  were  purchased  for  the  library  of  the  Commission  ? 
—He  so  informed  me. 

4789.  Where  is  the  library  kept?— It  is  impossible  to  say. 

4790.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  do  not  know  ? — I do  not  know. 

47 q 1.'  Have  you  no  notion?— I may  have  a great  many  notions  as  to  the 
locality  of  the  library  at  different  periods,  but  I do  not  know  where  it  is  actually 
kept  • for  the  few  weeks  I was  at  Mr.  Cooper’s  chambers,  I saw  a considerable 
number  of  books  brought  from  The  Speaker’s  gallery  into  Mr.  Cooper’s  cham- 
bers, but  I have  no  further  knowledge  upon  that  subject. 

4792.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  those  books  have  been  sold?— I have 
heard  that  they  have  been  sold  or  exchanged ; but  of  course  these  are  transac- 
tions that  I could  not  know  directly  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  ; I believe 
that  frequent  exchanges  of  books  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  Adlington,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4793.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  keeper  of  the  Augmentation-office  ? — For  the 
time  being. 

4794.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — The  King’s  Remembrancer. 

4795.  Have  you  had  much  to  do  with  records  ? — Not  much. 

4796.  Have  you  ever  acted  as  record  agent  ? — Never. 

4797.  Have  you  got  some  records  that  were  ordered  by  this  Committee  ?— 

I have. 

4798.  Will  you  produce  them  }—[The  Witness  produced  some  ministers' 

4799.  ^Chairman  to  Mr.  Cole.']  Which  are  the  records  of  which  Mr. 
Cooper  in  his  evidence  stated  that  the  whole  value  had  been  spoiled  by  your 
separating  them  in  the  arrangement  ? — I now  produce,  as  an  instance,  a record 
which  I had  found  it  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  record  to  divide  it 
into  sections  or  parts,  the  “ Minister’s  Account  for  St.  Mary’s  Abbey  in  York, 
of  the  32d  Henry  the  Eighth.” 

4800.  How  do  you  know  that  that  is  one  of  the  records  to  which  Mr.  Cooper 
alluded?— Mr.  Cooper  alluded  to  my  having  divided  the  ministers’  accounts, 
and  I wish  to  show  to  the  Committee,  that  the  divisions  I have  made  tended  to 
the  security  of  the  record  rather  than  to  the  detriment  of  them. 

4801.  Chairman  to  Mr.  Adlington .]  Do  you  know  anything  of  this  separa- 
tion ? — No  more  than  that  they  are  separated. 

4802.  By  whom  was  it  discovered  ?— By  Mr.  Gay.  They  are  separations 
that  have  not  been  sought  for,  but  were  discovered  in  the  usual  course  of 
business. 

4803.  Do  you  know  whether  this  instance  that  Mr.  Cole  has  pointed  out  is 
one  that  was  so  discovered  ? — I do  not  know. — (Mr.  Cole.)  I have  only  separated 
about  six  ministers’  accounts  in  all.  I completely  admit  any  charge  that  Mr. 
Cooper  has  brought  respecting  the  fact  of  separation.  I wish  to  describe  every 
sort  of  separation  I have  made,  taking  this  as  one  specimen. 

4804.  (To  Mr.  Adlington.)  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  this  yourself? — I 
do  not  know  that  there  are  any  here  ; there  are  some  in  the  office. — (Mr.  Cole.) 
The  actual  instance  Mr.  Cooper  produced  I have  looked  at  since  in  the 
Augmentation-office.  I do  not  know  that  I separated  the  record  instanced  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  as  there  is  no  title  written  by  me  on  the  ticket.  I am  only 
responsible  for  those  I did  separate.  That  which  Mr.  Cooper  produced  related 
to  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  and  it  is  possible  it  may  have  been  done,  as 
others  have  been,  under  my  orders. 

4805-6.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  IV.  Williams  Wynn  to  Mr.  Adlington.]  Have 
any  been  separated  since  Mr.  Cole  left  the  office  ? — Not  any. 

4807.  Chairman .]  Not  to  your  knowledge  ? — No  one  has  any  power  to 
touch  a record  there. — (Mr.  Cole.)  The  object  I had  in  separating  ministers’ 
accounts  was  that  the  rolls  were  so  excessively  large,  that  by  constant  reference 
to  them,  the  first  and  last  membranes  of  the  roll  became  worn  away.  I made 
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divisions,  where  I thought  divisions  could  he  easily  made  without  interfering; 
with  the  text  of  the  record.  The  Committee  will  see  by  this  membrane 
[ exhibiting  one]  which  has  now  been  repaired,  that  in  a few  years  it  would 
have  been  worn  entirely  away,  and  the  record  much  injured  thereby.  I take 
the  next  part  that  followed,  the  account  for  Melsa  or  Meaux  Abbey,  and  the 
Committee  will  see  there  is  a natural  commencement  and  termination  of  it  • 
there  is  the  binding  up  or  stitching  together  of  this  section  coeval  with  the 
formation  of  record. 

4808.  In  what  state  did  you  find  them? — I found  an  enormously  thick 
record  divided  into  parts  or  sections,  the  parts  being  united  into  one  roll. 

4809.  All  you  did  was  to  separate  one  part  from  another  ? — Yes. 

4810.  You  found  those  two  fastened  together  like  the  sheets  in  a book? 

Like  the  quires  in  a book,  each  quire  having  no  positive  connexion  with  the 
other ; and  I separated  the  two. 

4811.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  After  being  so  separated,  were  they  kept  in  the 
same  box  ? — Yes ; and  with  a distinct  title,  indicative  of  the  date  and  nature. 

4812.  Is  there  any  memorandum  made  of  their  separation? — I am  not 
sure  that  that  occurred  in  this  case  ; but  why  it  did  not  I will  explain.  In  the 
next  subsequent  rolls  of  the  same  class  for  the  33  Henry  VIII.,  each  portion  was 
originally  kept  separately,  instead  of  being  all  united  into  one  roll ; so  that,  in 
fact,  I only  adopted  the  same  system  that  had  been  originally  adopted  for  all 
the  subsequent  rolls  for  that  class.  Here  is  the  corresponding  portion  [pro- 
ducing another  roll]  for  the  following  year,  for  St.  Mary’s,  and  this  originally 
was  a small,  separate,  distinct  roll,  and  not  connected  with  any  others  [several 
other  rolls  were  produced] . Here  is  another  instance  of  a roll  for  Warwick ; all 
these  three  parts  [producing  them]  originally  composed  one  roll ; the  portions 
have  no  reference  to  each  other  with  the  exception  of  belonging  to  the  same 
county.  The  Committee  will  see  that  a roll  composed  of  those  three  portions 
was  as  inconvenient  in  point  of  size  and  for  reference  as  possible ; and,  being 
the  earliest  roll  of  the  series,  was  that  most  consulted  in  the  office,  and  was 
liable  to  be  torn  and  worn  away ; accordingly  I divided  it  into  three  portions. 

4813.  Chairman .]  In  what  way  is  it  supposed,  as  far  as  you  can  make  out 
from  Mr.  Coopei’’s  evidence,  that  the  legal  value  of  this  roll  has  been  impaired  ? 
— I do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  bond  fide  supposition  upon  the  matter, 
neither  do  I think  it  can  be  said  that  the  legal  value  has  really  been  impaired. 
The  Committee  will  see  in  this  case  also  that  the  first  membrane  [showing  that 
of  Warwick]  would  be  worn  away  in  the  course  of  a year  or  two ; and  as  the 
person  consulting  the  first  part  relating  to  one  monastery  did  not  necessarily 
wish  to  see  the  second,  relating  to  another  monastery,  there  was  no  imperative 
necessity  to  keep  them  together. 

4814.  Has  each  its  title  and  heading? — In  the  case  of  York,  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  has;  in  some  cases  they  have  distinct  headings;  in  some  cases  the 
second  part,  as  regards  the  date  only,  has  a reference  to  the  first  part ; but  in 
the  case  of  York,  the  heading  is  perfectly  distinct,  and  has  no  connexion  with 
the  other  part. 

4815.  (To  Mr.  Adlington.)  Have  you  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
records,  and  their  use  in  a court  of  justice,  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Committee 
whether  the  value  of  those  particular  records  in  a court  of  justice  has  suffered 
from  the  separation  effected  by  Mr.  Cole  ? — I should  say  it  has. 

4816.  How  ? — Those  records  are  all  signed  by  the  auditor;  and  if  a record 
is  separated  into  parts,  and  the  intermediate  part  was  required,  there  is  no 
heading  to  show  to  what  record  it  belongs,  and  in  the  next  place  there  is  no 
authority ; there  should  be  the  whole  record  before  the  court. 

4817.  The  evil  is,  that  it  wants  a signature,  and  it  wants  a heading? — Yes. 

4818.  How  does  the  want  of  a heading  impair  the  value  of  the  record  in  a 
court  of  law ; I can  understand  why  the  wanting  a signature  would  ? — It  does 
not  show  what  account  it  is,  and  frequently  it  does  not  show  to  what  county  it 
belongs. — (Mr.  Cole.)  In  the  cases  of  York  there  are  distinct  headings. — (Mr. 
Adlington .)  That  may  be  in  that  county. — (Mr.  Cole.)  And  in  the  case  of 
Warwick  too— (Mr.  Adlington.)  You  must  take  it  as  a general  rule.— (Mr. 
Cole.)  My  guide  was  to  take  those  portions  that  had  distinct  headings,  and 
even  with  reference  to  the  signature  that  Mr.  Adlington  speaks  of,  the  second 
portion  of  Warwick  actually  has  two  signatures ; the  second  portion  too  has  a 
distinct  heading,  showing  the  date,  and  also  having  the  signature. — (Mr. 

Adlington.) 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  449 

Adiington.)  You  may  find  isolated  cases  both  ways,  but  as  a general  rule  it  is 

n°48i9.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn7\  There  is  no  signature  to 
this  division  for  York  ? — (Mr.  Cole.)  I do  not  see  any ; hut  the  second  part  of 
York  has  a complete  title.  In  the  second  part  of  the  Warwick  roll,  here  is  a 
perfect  title  and  perfect  signatures,  so  that  part  is  as  complete  as  possible  by 
itself. 

4820.  Would  not  this  Yorkshire  roll  be  deprived  of  its  authenticity  from  the 
signature  being  separated  from  the  roll  ? — I conceive  not,  because  it  is  never 
usual,  in  my  experience,  to  allude  at  all  to  the  signatures ; an  applicant  desiring 
an  extract  or  copy  just  takes  the  title  of  the  record  and  such  portion  of  the 
document  as  he  desires. 

4821.  Might  it  not  be  disputed  as  evidence  upon  the  ground  of  the  record 
being  incomplete,  and  not  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  minister ; 
supposing  this  roll  was  produced  in  a court  of  justice,  would  not  that  be  an 
objection  ? — (Mr.  Adiington.)  That  objection  would  be  taken  by  many  persons  ; 
what  authority  it  would  receive  from  the  court  I cannot  tell. 

4822.  Chairman .]  If  the  document  came  out  of  a record  office  the  court 
would  not  inquire  into  the  signature  if  it  was  a record  ? — It  is  only  a portion 
of  a record. 

4823.  You  think  the  court  would  object  to  it  as  an  imperfect  record  ? — Yes. 
(Mr.  Cole.)  I would  say,  in  illustration  of  this,  that  the  signature  to  a class 
of  records  of  this  nature  is  not  inquired  into.  Some  of  these  rolls  have 
signatures  and  others  not ; there  are  many  classes  of  enrolments ; the 
Patent  Rolls,  the  Charter  Rolls,  and  the  Gascoigne  Rolls,  &c.,  &c.,  that  have 
nothing  like  signatures. — (Mr.  Adiington.)  But  here  is  a signature  here. — (Mr. 
Cole.)  I will  not  say  that  the  signature  is  not  important  in  some  respects,  but 
the  signature  is  never  given  in  evidence,  or  asked  for  when  the  roll  is  pro- 
duced. 

4824.  Chairman  to  Mr.  Hardy. ] Having  seen  the  rolls  that  have  been 
separated  in  this  way,  is  it  your  opinion  that  their  validity  would  be  impaired 
in  the  way  Mr.  Adiington  has  stated  by  the  separation  ? — My  opinion  is  that 
they  would  not  be  invalidated  by  such  separation  ; for  I cannot  understand 
how  the  separation  of  a number  of  distinct  and  unconnected  accounts,  each 
having  a contemporary  title  or  heading,  and  otherwise  perfect  in  itself,  could 
in  any  way  affect  the  validity  of  either  of  such  accounts,  nor  can  I conceive 
upon  what  ground  any  court  of  law  could  object  to  receive  in  evidence  one  of 
such  accounts,  merely  because  of  its  not  being  signed  by  the  auditor ; the  sig- 
nature of  that  officer  is  not  essential  to  the  authenticity  of  the  record,  and 
adds  nothing  to  its  value.  These  accounts  are  only  admitted  in  the  courts  as 
evidence  that  the  accountant  charges  himself  with  the  receipt  of  certain 
monies.  They  are  equally  admitted  whether  the  signature  of  the  auditor 
appear  at  the  foot  or  not,  and  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  there  is  no 
signature  at  all.  If  I were  to  order  an  office  copy  of  any  account,  I should  not 
direct  the  auditor’s  signature  to  another  account  to  be  copied,  because  it  was 
on  the  last  leaf  of  an  account  on  the  same  file.  The  signature  of  the 
auditor  applies  only  to  the  account  which  he  signs,  and  not  to  the  other  accounts 
on  the  same  file. 

4825.  But  supposing  the  other  party  knew  there  was  something  there 
the  adversary  might  make  use  of,  but  that  there  was  this  objection  to  the 
recoi’d,  would  he  not  take  advantage  of  it  ? — I do  not  think  that  the  court 
would  listen  to  such  an  objection. 

4826.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  a technical  objection,  but  would  not 
the  court  say  it  is  an  imperfect  record ; we  cannot  give  any  effect  to  it ; we 
cannot  say  what  followed  ? — The  greater  portion  of  ministers’  accounts  are  with- 
out any  signature ; those  that  do  occur  are,  as  I have  just  observed,  the  auditors, 
and  not  the  ministers  or  receivers  ; had  they  been  signed  by  those  officei's,  I 
apprehend  that  the  instrument  would  have  acquired  force  thereby.  The  sig- 
nature of  the  auditor  is  merely  his  acknowledgement  of  having  examined  the 
receiver’s  account.  It  was  of  no  importance  to  the  record ; it  would  be  a per- 
fect record  without  it ; to  the  receivei’,  howevei*,  it  was  of  importance. 

4827.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  signature  does  not  add  anything  to  the 
validity  of  the  record ; the  validity  of  the  recoi’d  is  derived  from  the  custody 
by  which  it  is  kept,  and  the  authority  by  which  it  is  made,  and  not  the  sig- 
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nature  to  it;  the  authority  being  inferred  from  the  place  where  it  is  kept ; but 
if  it  appeared  to  the  court  that  the  roll  on  the  face  of  it  was  imperfect,  as  it 
might  be  argued  from  the  want  of  signature,  would  not  that  excite  suspicion  in 
the  mind  of  the  court  ?— I should  say  not. — (Mr.  Cole.)  These  signatures 
neither  add  to  nor  detract  from  the  authority  of  the  document.  Here  is  a 
portion  of  York  without  a signature,  and  a portion  of  Warwickshire  with  sig- 
natures, and  therefore  the  practice  was  not  universal  of  attaching  signatures  to 
different  portions  of  the  records.  If  it  had  been  a practice  universal,  the 
signatures  would  have  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  account  of  the  Monastery  of 
St.  Mary  at  York ; which  they  do  not,  but  they  do  appear  at  the  end  of  the 
account  of  Henwood  Priory,  in  Warwickshire ; and  here  are  two  precisely 
similar  cases,  in  which  the  signatures  appear  in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other. 
The  Committee  will  see,  if  these  records  had  been  uncoiled  a few  more  times 
than  they  need  have  been,  the  first  membrane  would  have  been  entirely  lost. 

I should  have  been  happy  to  have  appealed  to  the  board  for  its  opinion,  but  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

4828.  (To  Mr.  Adlington.)  Does  this  appear  to  you  to  be  a proof  of  some 
essential  defect  in  the  chronological  or  topographical  arrangement,  or  merely 
an  error  in  judgment  of  Mr.  Cole’s,  a mere  oversight,  from  his  not  having  seen 
that  the  signatures  were  to  the  different  parts  ? — It  is  an  error  of  judgment, 
that  is  all. 

4829.  Does  it  appear  to  you  to  show  any  vice  in  the  topographical  or  chro- 
nological arrangement,  or  that  it  might  be  a mere  oversight ; it  does  not 
follow,  with  his  error  or  oversight  fresh  in  his  recollection,  if  he  were  to  go  on 
with  this  arrangement,  that  he  need  fall  into  the  same  error  ? — No,  certainly 
not. 

4830.  Mr.  Hawes.~\  Assuming  such  a separation  to  be  desirable  for  the  end 
in  view,  might  it  not  be  accomplished  by  having  separation  effected  under 
notarial  signature,  or  the  signature  of  some  competent  authority  at  the  time, 
so  that  you  might  have  all  the  benefits  of  separation  without  the  loss  of  legal 
validity  ? — (Mr.  Adlington.)  I do  not  know  what  to  say  to  that. — (Mr.  Cole) 

I would  merely  add,  I think  I may  have  been  incautious  in  not  getting  the 
sanction  of  the  board,  but  I knew  so  well  the  difficulty  of  ever  getting  at  the 
presence  of  the  board,  that  it  never  occurred  to  me  in  this  case,  as  well  as 
many  others,  to  apply  to  the  board. 

4831.  Chairman .]  Mr.  Cooper  has  stated,  in  his  return  to  Parliament,  that 
this  arrangement  was  carrying  on  under  his  superintendence ; did  he  know  of  it 
at  the  time  ? — I cannot  undertake  to  give  either  an  affirmative  or  negative 
reply.  Mr.  Cooper  must  interpret  his  own  words  ; for  myself,  I do  not  con- 
sider he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 

4832.  (To  Mr.  Adlington.)  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  as 
to  the  state  of  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the  Augmentation-office  ? — (Mr. 
Adlington.)  No,  I cannot ; I am  merely  there  for  two  purposes  ; to  make  searches 
when  required,  and  to  furnish  copies.  I have  no  authority  to  meddle  with 
the  records  in  any  way  whatever,  and  I have  not  troubled  myself  at  all  with 
them. 

4833.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  A keeper  ought  to  have  some 
more  authority ; have  you  instructions  ? — I have  instructions  to  do  two  things, 
make  searches  and  copies,  not  to  meddle  with  anything.— (Mr.  Cole.)  I beg  to 
produce  now  to  the  Committee  instances  of  Mr.  Caley’s  artificial  arrangement 
of  which  I complained  ; here  are  ministers’  accounts,  relating  to  the  manor  of 
Sheriff  Hutton,  in  Yorkshire  ; these,  with  other  similar  records,  form  a large 
series.  Mr.  Caley,  instead  of  uniting  them  in  one  spot,  and  placing  them  con- 
secutively in  chronological  order  one  year  after  the  other,  adopted  the  artificial 
arrangement  I speak  of  by  numbers  merely ; here  is  one.  Sheriff  Hutton  Roll, 
numbered  8,093,  and  another  1,854,  and  was  probably  deposited  in  a different 
room  in  the  office  away  from  the  first,  another  11,719,  the  fourth  3,813.  Now 
as  they  were  arranged  consecutively  as  to  these  numbers,  without  any  relation 
to  the  nature  or  class  of  the  documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  a person  having  to 
search  for  this  class  of  documents,  would  have  to  go  to  as  many  different  places 
in  the  office  as  there  were  individuals  of  the  class,  before  he  could  obtain  the 
perfect  series  through  which  to  carry  his  search. 

4834.  Is  there  a full  calendar  to  these  numbers  ? — A calendar  was  made 
that  was  claimed  as  Mr.  Caley’s  private  property,  and  disposed  of  at  his  decease; 
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so  that  at  his  decease  it  was  quite  impossible,  among  18,000  records,  to  make 
any  search  whatever ; there  was  not  the  slightest  reference  in  the  world ; and 
a person  wanting  tp  know  anything  about  this  Sheriff  Hutton  Manor,  and 
being  anxious  to  make  a complete  search  about  it,  would  have  had  to  pass 
two  or  three  months  in  looking  through  18,000  records. 

4835.  Chairman. J Instead  of  the  arrangement  being  any  guide  to  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  documents,  all  the  information  to  he  collected  from 
these  documents  depended  entirely  upon  the  arrangements  made  with  regard 
to  the  index,  which  index  was  the  private  property  of  Mr.  Caley ; and  at  his 
death  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  office  in  which  the  documents  to  which  it 
was  an  index  existed  ? — Yes,  such  is  the  case ; the  index  was  not  private  pro- 
perty, but  it  was  sold  as  private  property. 

4836.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Is  there  any  reference  to 
chronological  arrangement  in  these  numbers  ? — Not  the  least ; my  first  step 
after  Mr.  Caley’s  decease  was  to  sort  these  18,000  records,  each  into  its  own 
class ; and  those  I was  unable  to  distribute  into  particular  classes  I sorted 
topographically,  according  to  the  counties,  and  subdivided  them  chronologi- 
cally. 

4837.  Were  they  calendared  at  the  same  time  ? — No. 

4838.  You  did  not  make  a calendar  ? — I was  proceeding  with  the  calendar 
when  my  labours  were  interrupted.  I wish  to  produce  before  the  Committee 
a specimen  of  Mr.  Caley’s  binding  of  the  records  [producing  a volume ] ; it  is 
the  receiver’s  account  of  the  suppressed  lands  in  Stafford.  The  record  now 
instanced,  like  numerous  others,  was  composed  of  several  leaves,  fastened  at 
the  head  of  each  leaf.  Mr.  Caley,  in  binding  them,  fastened  them  at  the  sides, 
and  consequently  turned  every  other  page  upside  down  [ exhibiting  the  page], 
and  it  would  certainly  have  been  as  easy  to  have  fastened  them  at  the  head,  as 
the  volume  is  fastened  at  the  head  I now  produce,  and  which  was  bound  under 
my  directions  [ exhibiting  it],  as  turning  every  other  page  upside  down  in  this 
case ; one  leaf  is  right,  and  on  turning  over  you  have  to  reverse  the  book.  I 
beg  here  to  instance  a volume,  a very  large  volume  [producing  it],  entitled 
“ Cartse  Miscellanese,”  one  of  a series  of  24  volumes,  which  consists  of  charters 
and  other  small-sized  documents  collected  by  Mr.  Caley,  or  rather  by  Mr.  Gay, 
from  all  parts  of  the  office.  The  plan  that  Mr.  Caley  adopted  in  binding  this 
(besides  adopting  this  very  inconvenient  size  for  the  volume),  was  merely  to 
give  directions  to  the  common  workman  to  take  any  documents  without  refer- 
ence to  its  size,  its  nature  or  date,  and  bind  them  up  just  as  they  came  to  his 
hand.  To  take  any  one  page  in  illustration,  here  is  a document ; a charter 
apparently  of  the  time  of  Henry  the  3d  ; then  one  follows,  in  the  same  page, 
probably  of  a somewhat  earlier  period ; the  next  one  in  the  same  page  is  a 
charter  of  Edward  the  2d ; and  the  successive  one,  in  the  same  page,  is  a 
charter  of  Henry  the  5th.  To  take  another  page,  here  is  one,  probably,  of  the 
12th  century,  and  here  is  another  without  date  in  Edward  the  3d’s  time, 
another  of  the  27th  of  Henry  the  4th,  another  of  Elizabeth,  and  then  one  of 
a totally  different  nature  about  the  time  of  Charles  the  2d : consequently, 
any  person  who  wished  to  collect  a chronological  account  of  these  charters 
would  have  to  look  through  24  volumes  of  the  most  inconvenient  size.  It 
seems  to  me,  with  the  slightest  degree  of  care  and  attention,  it  would  have 
been  quite  easy  to  have  sorted  these  documents  chronologically,  or  according 
to  their  nature,  or  topographically.  Indeed  any  other  arrangement  would  have 
been  better,  and  almost  any  other  size  would  have  been  better ; but  the  very 
worst  possible  arrangement  has  been  adopted  in  every  respect. 

4839.  Chairman .]  Under  this  arrangement  what  clue  was  there  to  these 
charters  ? — None  whatever  but  by  the  index ; and  here,  again,  the  index  was 
made  upon  the  very  worst  principle ; it  did  not  refer  to  the  whole  24  volumes, 
but  there  was  a small  distinct  index  for  each  volume,  so  that  a person  con- 
sulting the  index,  which  was  one  only  of  the  names,  was  obliged  to  look  into 
24  places  instead  of  one ; that  index  is  in  the  office,  and  was  not  sold.  In 
binding  these  volumes  I would  add,  that  a most  unnecessary  and  unwarrant- 
able degree  of  expense  has  been  incurred ; it  would  have  been  easier  to  bind 
them  in  a much  more  convenient  size,  without  the  expenditure  in  parchment 
that  has  been  required  for  that  large  size.  As  I have  presumed  to  lay  down 
some  sort  of  principle  in  binding  volumes,  and  arranging  records,  I would  take 
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the  liberty  of  instancing  one  volume  of  a numerous  series  that  has  been  bound 
since  I have  been  in  the  office,  it  consists  of  a class  of  documents  entitled  Par- 
ticulars for  Leases  or  Grants  : they  were  found  scattered  throughout  the  office 
in  all  places,  without  any  arrangement  whatever.  I collected  all  together,  or 
rather  directed  Mr.  Gay  to  collect  them  all  in  one  spot,  for  which  labour  of 
Mr.  Gay’s  Mr.  Cooper  gives  the  credit  of  the  arrangement  to  Mr.  Gay.  I then 
directed  they  should  all  be  sorted  into  counties,  and  each  document  arranged 
alphabetically  in  its  appropriate  county,  so  that  a person  desirous  of  knowing 
anything  relating  to  any  particular  place  can  go  to  the  volume  and  find  imme- 
diately everything  relating  thereto.  The  places  in  the  county  are  arranged 
alphabetically ; as,  for  instance,  in  Bedfordshire — Ampthill,  Bedford,  Clophill, 
Elstow,  &c. ; Berkshire — Ankerwick,  Basildon,  &c.  This  arrangement  being 
perfected,  I examined  its  correctness,  and  ordered  the  binding. 

4840.  Have  you  any  further  explanation  to  give  the  Committee  upon  these 
books  ? — Yes,  a very  short  one  ( producing  a portfolio) ; there  is  an  extremely 
numerous  class  of  records  in  the  Augmentation-office  called  Court  or  Manor 
Rolls  ; they  were  under  three  sets  of  circumstances  when  I entered  the  office. 
A portion  had  been  arranged  artificially,  by  letters  and  numbers,  about  100 
years  ago ; another  portion  was  distributed,  as  I have  shown  in  the  case  of 
Sheriff  Hutton,  by  Mr.  Caley,  throughout  18,000  records ; and  a third  portion 
remained  undiscovered. 

- 4841.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.']  What  do  you  mean  by  undiscovered  ? — They 
were  lying  unknown  and  without  arrangement ; my  object  was  to  centralize 
the  whole  of  them,  and  unite  all  those  that  formed  any  sort  of  series  ; and  this 
has  been  done  by  arranging  all  the  Court  Rolls  together,  distributed  in  those 
three  portions ; and  they  are  in  progress  of  arrangement  alphabetically,  or 
rather  the  arrangement  was  commenced  alphabetically  and  chronologically. 
The  whole  series  might  be  easily  consulted  by  the  arrangements  alone  without 
any  sort  of  calendar  or  index : the  calendar  or  index  would  be  merely  more 
convenient  as  an  abstract  for  consultation  than  the  records  themselves,  in  order 
to  ascertain  their  existence.  I may  also  observe  here,  that  I made  a press 
catalogue,  or  intended  to  make  a press  catalogue,  which  showed  the  documents 
belonging  to  each  portfolio,  and  the  number  of  membranes.  I put  a list  both  in 
the  inside  and  on  the  outside  of  each  particular  portfolio.  Lists  of  contents  were 
fastened  into  the  box  in  which  the  portfolio  was  intended  to  be  deposited,  and 
a copy  of  the  whole  then  placed  in  the  catalogue ; and  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  any  document  afterwards  to  have  strayed  without  its  loss  being 
discovered.  Mr.  Cooper  has  said  that  I cut  off  the  tickets  of  some  documents 
that  Mr.  Caley  had  arranged.  The  committee  will  see  in  a case  of  this  sort 
( producing  some  Court  Rolls),  that  the  ticket  was  useless  as  regarded  this  ar- 
rangement, and,  moreover,  in  many  cases  was  exceedingly  inconvenient.  If  this 
document  had  been  a few  inches  broader,  it  would  have  been  too  broad  for  the 
broadest  portfolio  ; the  ticket  extending  an  unnecessary  length,  and  being  of 
no  use,  I removed  it. 

4842.  The  ticket  had  been  put  on  by  Mr.  Caley  ? — Yes,  when  he  kept  them 
in  the  form  of  rolls  amongst  the  18,000  documents.  The  Committee  will  see 
generally  from  this  arrangement  of  Mr.  Caley’s,  that  a very  considerable  outlay 
of  public  money  had  been  lost  in  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  the 
Augmentation-office.  It  was  impossible  to  exercise  any  proper  degree  of  check 
on  the  arrangement,  unless  somebody  make  it  an  express  business  to  see  that 
it  was  conducted  in  the  best  manner. 

4843.  (To  Mr.  Adlington).  Is  there  any  other  subject  you  can  give  the  Com- 
mittee any  information  upon  with  regard  to  the  records  ? — (Mr.  Adlington). 
Not  that  I am  aware  of. — (Mr.  Cole) — Aright  hon.  Member,  Mr.  Wynn,  calls  my 
attention  to  an  erroneous  abstract  attached  to  the  charters  in  the  volume  I 
produced,  and  I may  say  that  a sort  of  pretended  abstract  was  made  of  the 
nature  of  the  documents,  and  attached  to  each  document  in  the  large  volume 
of  charters  to  which  I have  before  alluded : but  not  the  slightest  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  upon  the  accuracy  of  these  abstracts  in  any  respect  whatever.  I 
could  produce  numerous  illustrations,  if  it  were  desirable,  to  the  Committee, 
but  it  would  necessarily  occupy  too  much  time.  I would  beg  leave  to  add,  from 
these  explanations  of  the  arrangement  in  the  Augmentation-office,  I think  it  must 
be  manifest  that  no  accurate  judgment  could  be  exercised  by  those  entrusted  with 
the  administration  of  the  business  of  the  Record  Commission,  without  a very  con- 
siderable 
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siderable  practical  experience  of  all  its  details  ; the  advantages  of  one  mode  of 
arrangement  of  the  records  over  another,  cannot  be  estimated  unless  the  nature 
of  the  records  is  practically  known  and  understood,  and  the  records  themselves 
examined.  For  some  records  a topographical  arrangement  is  most  suitable,  for 
others  a chronological,  for  others  a union  of  both,  and  for  a fourth  an  arrange- 
ment according  to  species  or  classes,  and  in  a fifth  an  artificial  mode  is  only  that 
which  can  be  adopted.  No  proper  judgment  could  therefore  be  made  without 
a knowledge  of  the  classes  of  records ; and  I may  add  also  that  in  the 
formation  of  catalogues,  calendars  and  indexes,  different  modes  must  be  applied 
to  different  records,  and  the  preference  of  one  mode  over  another  cannot  be 
estimated  by  any  one  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  records  themselves.  So 
also  in  the  case  of  printing : if  propositions  are  made  for  printing  the  Pipe 
Rolls,  the  Close  Rolls,  the  Norman  Rolls,  the  Fines,  the  Rotuli  Curias  Regis, 
the  Patent  Rolls  or  Parliamentary  Writs,  and  a choice  is  ,to  be  made,  I am 
compelled  to  say  that  those  members  of  the  commission  who  never  saw  either 
of  those  classes  of  documents,  must  necessarily  have  been  not  competent  to 
form  a correct  judgment  or  choice,  more  particularly  when  a deliberation  of 
half  an  hour  was  only  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  question,  and  that 
entirely  upon  the  information  of  an  officer  who  is,  or  may  be,  comparatively 
ignorant,  or  who  obtains  his  knowledge  only  second-hand. 

4844.  Mr.  Hawes.']  Is  that  all  you  have  to  state  under  the  general  head  of 
the  arrangement  of  these  records  ? — Yes,  that  is  all. 

4845.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  engagement  with  Mr.  Cooper  ?— I must 
answer  that  question  somewhat  lengthily ; in  order  to  show  what  my  engage- 
ment was,  or  give  any  sort  of  notion  what  it  was,  I must  commence  from  my 
first  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Cooper.  I was  introduced  to  Mr.  Cooper  at  his  own 
request : the  first  official  communication  I received,  which  was  in  writing,  was 
to  know  whether  I would  become  the  editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  in  case 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  should  relinquish  it ; Mr.  Cooper  proposed  to  give  me 
500  l.  a year,  and  an  allowance  of  200  l.  a year  for  clerks  ; this  proposition 
was  never  carried  into  effect,  and  after  I had  quitted  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  s 
employment,  I assisted  Mr.  Hardy  in  the  transcription  of  the  Close  Rolls  at  the 
Tower. 

4846.  Will  you  state  in  what  shape  this  offer  was  made  to  you  ? — By  verbal 
communication,  by  writing,  and  through  a mutual  friend. 

4847.  Such  written  communication  as  did  take  place,  did  it  appear  upon  the 
face  of  it,  that  the  secretary  was  authorized  by  the  commissioners  to  commu- 
nicate with  you  and  engage  you  ? — He  signed  himself  “ Sec.  Com.  Pub.  Rec.” 
which  was  the  best  authority  he  could  exhibit. 

4848.  That  was  the  official  abbreviation  of  his  office  ? — Yes. 

4849.  In  the  written  communication  was  the  pecuniary  arrangement 
included  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

4850.  Was  it  verbal  ? — The  communication  respecting  payment  was  verbal, 
but  I have  a pamphlet  to  which  Mr.  Cooper’s  name  was  attached,  in  which  he 
says,  upon  the  strength  of  my  accepting  the  engagement  “ it  could  be  shown 
that  the  Parliamentary  Writs  might  be  edited,  including  every  description  of 
labour,  with  equal  if  not  greater  expedition  and  accuracy,  for  500 1.  per  annum, 
with  an  allowance  of  200 1.  a year  for  two  clerks this  is  at  page  68  of  that 
pamphlet,  of  Avhich  Mr.  Cooper  claimed  to  be  the  author;  and  Mr.  Hardy,  who 
was  the  mutual  friend  conducting  the  business  between  us,  stated  also  in  a 
pamphlet  “ that  he  had  consulted  with  a gentleman  perfectly  competent  to  the 
task,  and  who  concurs  with  me  entirely  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  plan,  and 
who  will  be  quite  ready  to  undertake  the  work  and  devote  his  whole  time  and 
talents  to  it,  should  the  present  editor  decline  editing  it.”  Mr.  Hardy  alluded 
in  that  passage  to  a communication  from  Mr.  Cooper,  made  by  him  to  me  ; 
there  too,  is  the  actual  proposition  for  the  editorship  made  by  Mr.  Cooper  in 
his  own  writing  : he  says,  “ By  having  the  plan  laid  down,  would  you  feel  your- 
self competent  to  undertake  the  editing  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  and  if  so, 
what  remuneration  would  you  require  ? Could  you  furnish  the  commissioners 
with  an  estimate  and  a plan  ?” 

4851.  What  became  of  that  arrangement  ? — It  came  to  nothing. 

4852.  But  you  entered  into  some  other  engagement  with  the  Record  Com- 
missioners, through  Mr.  Cooper  ? — Yes,  subsequently  ; after  this  proposal  from 
Mr.  Cooper,  I was  engaged  with  Mr.  Hardy  at  the  Tower,  in  transcribing  the 
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’ — to  all  other  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  board  for  transcription,  I earned 

3 June  183b.  an  emolument  averaging  beyond  300 1.  a year.  Mr.  Cooper,  about  January 

1833,  having  got  access  to  the  Exchequer  Records,  desired  to  have  some  person 
who  could  perform  the  work  of  arranging  and  cataloguing  those  records,  and 
assist  in  doing  what  he  termed  writing  reports  for  the  Commission  ;■  he  applied 
to  Mr.  Hardy  to  know  if  I were  willing  to  undertake  the  work  ; of  course  I had 
no  objection  ; but  when  Mr.  Cooper  mentioned  the  terms,  they  were  such  that 
I was  unwilling  to  accept  them  ; at  that  very  time  I was  earning,  on  the  most 
inferior  labour — transcription,  an  income  of  300  l.  a year.  The  secretary,  Mr. 
Cooper,  proposed  that  I should  take  the  work  above  described  at  his  chambers 
for  150  /.  a year  salary,  and  that  I might  gain  at  the  least  150  /.  a year  more 
in  writing  reports,  and  in  performing  any  other  similar  work.  This  vague 
proposal  was  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  to  me,  and  I quite  declined  it ; but 
Mr.  Cooper  said  he  thought  he  must  “ befriend  me  in  spite  of  myself,”  and 
what  he  did  was,  to  tell  Mr.  Hardy  to  suspend  the  transcription  of  the  Close 
Rolls,  and  that  I should  have  no  other  employment  in  the  Commission  unless  I 
accepted  that  he  offered  me  ; my  circumstances  did  not  enable  me  to  leave  the 
Commission  then,  and  I was  necessitated  to  accept  his  proposal.  I waited 
three  or  four  weeks  before  the  subject  was  renewed;  I then  spoke  to  Mr. 
Cooper,  who  was  exceedingly  indignant  at  my  talking  to  him  about  the  neces- 
sity of  a written  engagement,  and  he  did  next  to  telling  me  to  go  out  of  the 
room. 

4853.  No  written  communication  was  made  to  you  upon  the  subject  ? — No 
official  written  communications ; privately  written  communications  were  made 
to  me. 

4854.  None  signed  by  him  as  secretary  to  the  board  ? — No ; I was  extremely 
dissatisfied,  and  I found,  besides  getting  no  written  engagement,  that  Mr. 
Cooper  did  not  make  up  my  salary  to  300/.  a year,  although  I continued  writing 
reports  and  furnishing  matter  for  the  Agenda.  As  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  adhere 
to  his  engagements,  I addressed  such  a letter  (dated  28th  June  1833)  to  him 
that  I thought  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  him  to  avoid  giving  me  the  infor- 
mation I required ; I said,  “ It  is  of  importance  to  me,  both  present  and  future, 
to  ascertain  my  exact  position  and  prospects  under  the  Record  Commission,  and 
I am  sure  that  my  requesting  explicit  information  upon  the  following  subjects, 
will  not  be  taxing  your  kindness  too  heavily.  I assume  that  I am  an  agent  of 
some  description  engaged  with  public  records ; whether  I am  called  a clerk 
or  sub-commissioner,  or  any  other  name,  is  perfectly  indifferent  to  me ; but  it 
is  very  desirable  that  I should  know  whether,  as  such  an  agent,  I am  employed 
directly  by  the  board,  or  whether  I am  acting  under  your  own  individual 
authority  and  responsibility,  and  as  a consequence  whether  I am  dischargeable 
only  by  an  order  of  the  hoard,  or  whether  by  yourself  at  your  pleasure ; fur- 
ther, whether  on  the  supposition  that  I am  or  should  be  disposed  to  quit  my 
present  occupation,  what  length  of  notice  is  requisite;  and  again,  whether 
such  notice  is  to  be  given  officially  to  the  hoard,  or  merely  personally  to  your- 
self ; and  also  what  notice  I am  to  expect  in  the  event  of  my  services  being  no 
longer  needed.  Thus  much  in  respect  of  my  position  I feel  myself  fully  justi- 
fied to  request  information  upon.” 

4855.  Was  any  answer  returned  to  that? — Yes. 

4856.  A verbal  answer  ? — No,  a written  answer,  in  which  he  did  not  give  me 
a tittle  of  the  information  I desired ; he  says,  “You  were  lately  a clerk  of  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave’s,  at  a salary,  as  well  as  I recollect,  of  125/.  a year;  you  now 
fill  a similar  situation  under  the  secretary,  but  your  salary  has  been  raised  to 
150/.  per  annum.”  (I  must  observe,  Mr.  Cooper  here  suppressed  the  fact  that 
I had  been  employed  for  nearly  a whole  year  at  a remuneration  of  300  /.  a year 
at  least,  and  had  quitted  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  because  he  said  he  could  only 
pay  me  120/.  a year.)  “What  is  the  precise  authority  that  the  secretary  may 
possess  over  you,  and  the  other  clerks  in  a similar  situation,  I will  not  pretend 
to  determine,  having  never  given  the  subject  a thought,  nor  do  I apprehend 
circumstances  are  likely  to  arise  that  will  render  a decision  of  this  question 
necessary ; and  if  it  be  of  any  importance  to  you,  permit  me  to  observe,  you 
should  have  mentioned  it  at  the  time  when  I engaged  you.” 

4857.  At  the  time  you  were  engaged,  did  anything  pass  upon  the  subject? — 
Nothing  beyond  what  I have  stated. 

j.858.  Had 
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4858.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  that  you  were  engaged  by  the  Commis- 
sioners through  Mr.  Cooper  their  secretary  ? — Most  undoubtedly ; and  from 
another  circumstance,  I fully  believed  I was  wholly  dependent  upon  the  board, 
and  had  no  dependence  whatever  upon  Mr.  Cooper. 

4859.  Being  engaged  by  the  secretary  to  the  commission,  had  yornany  sus- 
picion of  its  being  an  engagement  purely  personal  as  a clerk  of  Mr.  Cooper  ?•— 
Certainly  not ; and  I would  not  have  taken  work  under  Mr.  Cooper.  On  Mr. 
Cooper  informing  me  I was  clerk  under  the  secretary,  and  not  telling  me  whe- 
ther I could  be  dismissed  by  him  or  the  board,  I addressed  another  letter  to 
him,  in  which  I showed  briefly  he  had  offered  me  the  year  before  a situation 
of  500?.  a year,  that  I had  been  gaining  300?.  a year,  that  he  had  reduced  me 
to  150?.,  and  that  though  I was  doing  superior  work  to  what  I had  done  before, 
he  was  paying  me  much  less.  In  answer  to  my  letter,  he  said  his  ideas  of  the 
nature  of  my  engagement,  and  the  amount  of  my  remuneration,  differed  so 
widely  from  mine,  that  he  wished  me  to  transmit  any  representation  I pleased 
to  the  board. 

4860.  Did  you  transmit  any  representation  to  the  board,  and  did  you  receive 
any  answer  ? — I transmitted  a letter  to  the  board  dated  8th  July,  which  of 
course  went  through  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  and  in  it  I showed  I was 
performing  precisely  the  same  labour  that  Mr.  Caley  had  performed,  and  for 
which  Mr.  Caley  received  500?.  a year. 

4861.  What  answer  did  you  receive  from  the  board  ? — The  answer  I received 
from  the  board  was  dated  5th  August  1833:  “Your  application  was  taken 
into  consideration  on  Saturday,  when  the  board  declined  to  augment  your 
salary  for  the  present.” 

4862.  Was  not  that  admitting  an  engagement  as  between  you  and  the  board? 
— Most  undoubtedly  it  was ; and  afterwards  Mr.  Cooper  said  to  me,  which 
I shall  hereafter  explain : “ I am  very  sorry  you  wrote  to  the  board,  because 
you  have  taken  yourself  out  of  my  hands.” 

4863.  What  passed  with  reference  to  your  engagement  with  Mr.  Cooper, 
subsequent  to  that  communication  from  the  board  ? — I determined  then  that 
I would  seek  for  some  other  employment,  and  had  fully  resolved  upon  leaving 
the  Commission.  The  Committee  will  remark  this  answer  is  dated  5th  of 
August  1833;  on  the  16th  of  August,  at  an  interval  of  only  10  days,  Mr. 
Cooper  did  that  which  he  had  never  done  before  in  his  life,  he  paid  me  a visit, 
and  left  his  card,  with  a message  that  he  desired  to  see  me ; an  hour  had 
scarcely  elapsed  after  his  visit,  before  I received  a note  to  the  following  effect, 
dated  16th  August  1833 : “I  am  somewhat  in  arrear  with  my  correspondence, 
and  amongst  my  unanswered  letters  appear  to  be  two  or  three  of  yours ; as  the 
Court  of  Chancery  is  not  sitting,  if  you  have  anything  to  communicate  you  had 
better  call  here.”  I waited  then  upon  Mr.  Cooper  immediately,  and  to  my 
very  great  surprise,  he  told  me  he  thought  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  public 
that  I should  make  at  least  300?.  a year;  that  although  the  board  had  deter- 
mined I should  make  only  150?.,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  interest  of  the  public 
required  I should  make  at  least  300/.  a year. 

4864.  How  did  he  propose  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  official 
salary  and  the  salary  he  thought  you  ought  to  receive  ? — He  proposed  doing 
it,  authorizing  me  to  edit  certain  records  of  the  Exchequer. 

4865.  But  to  be  paid  for  that  labour  by  the  commission  ? — Yes,  as  he  said 
in  the  Parliamentary  Return  he  made  within  a short  period  after,  that  I had 
extra  employment,  for  which  I was  to  be  remunerated  “ according  to  the 
nature  of  the  work.”  I was  to  be  paid  by  piece-work ; so  many  printed  sheets 
or  transcripts  I produced,  so  much  money  was  I to  receive  for  the  production. 

4866.  Did  that  engagement  take  place,  and  did  you  continue  in  the  service 
of  the  Commission  ? — Yes,  that  engagement  was  ratified,  but  it  subsequently 
was  dissolved ; not  by  my  dismissal  from  the  Commission,  but  because  it  was 
Mr.  Cooper’s  pleasure  it  should  be  dissolved. 

4867.  How  long  did  that  engagement  continue  ? — That  engagement  conth 
nued  from  August  1833  until  August  1835. 

4868.  What  led  to  your  wishing  to  leave  the  service  of  the  Commission  ? — 
The  question  refers  to  August  1833,  1 presume,  and  I have  already  alluded  to 
the  principle  upon  which  I was  promised  remuneration  for  extra  woi’k,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  work.  When  I sent  in  my  account  in  1835,  I made  a 
charge  for  my  extra  work,  “ according  to  the  nature  of  the  work  ” done. 
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4869.  And  for  which  you  had  work  to  show  ?— Yes,  of  course ; the  per- 
formance of  the  work  had  never  been  disputed ; at  least  I never  heard  it  ques- 
tioned. In  1834,  according  to  this  agreement,  I had  earned  150 1.  salary,  and 
220 l.  for  extra  work,  making  my  whole  emoluments  amount  to  370  lAo r the 
year  1834. 

4870.  Commencing  in  January  1834  ? — Yes.  In  1835  I sent  in  my  account, 
and  having  performed  an  infinitely  greater  quantity  of  extra  work,  I charged  a 
somewhat  corresponding  price. 

4871.  Was  the  account  settled  in  1834  ?— Yes,  and  the  vouchers  passed  the 
audit  of  the  commission. 

4872.  And  not  objected  to  ? — Wholly  unobjected  to. 

4873.  State  what  occurred  when  you  sent  in  the  account  for  the  year’s 
work  of  1835. — I sent  in  the  following  account  in  addition  to  my  annual  salary 
of  150  l. 

Record  Commission. 

To  Henry  Cole.  _ . August  1835. 

Arranging  the  whole  of  the  records  of  the  Augmentation-office,  which  were 
thrown  into  confusion  by  the  removal  of  them  at  the  burning  of  the  Houses 
of  Lords  and  Commons?  This  labour  occupied  not  less  than  32  weeks 
uninterruptedly.  For  the  first  month  after  the  fire,  I was  incessantly 
attending  the  office  during  the  hours  of  daylight,  Sundays  not  excepted, 
in  superintending  the  preservation  of  those  records  which  had  become 
wetted.  1 calculate  thar,  in  the  extra  time  bestowed  upon  this  work, 

1 might  have  edited  through  the  press  five  sheets  per  week  ; say  four,  at 

2 /.  2 s.  per  sheet  ----------  - 268  16  - 

Drawing  up  reports  on  the  records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’ s-office. 

Exchequer,  and  on  the  Augmentation-office,  which  extended  to  250 
foolscap  MS.  pages,  probably  occupying  not  less  than  15  folio  sheets  (No 
charge  claimed  at  the  time). 

Analysing  the  contents  of  volumes,  bound  under  Mr.  Caley’s  directions, 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  same  consumable;  a labour  of  three 


months,  performed  in  the  evening  - - - - - - - - 3°  ~ - 

Editing  eight  sheets  of  catalogue  of  King’s  Remembrancer’s  records,  at  3 l.  per 

sheet  - - - - - - - - - - - “ -24-  .- 

Editing,  compiling,  and  preparing  for  press  two  sheets  of  Inventory  of  Aug- 
mentation Records,  at  4 /.  per  sheet  - - - - - 8 - - 

On  account  of  transcription  of  “ Nona  ” Rolls  - - - - -20-- 


4874.  What  occurred  upon  the  presentation  of  that  account,  between  you 
and  Mr.  Cooper? — I sent  it  on  August  19th. 

4875.  Why  did  you  send  in  the  account  in  August,  before  the  year  was 
closed  ? — Because  it  was  customary  for  all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board, 
after  the  receipt  of  the  Parliamentary  grant,  to  send  in  their  accounts  for  the 
current  year.  I had  received  100 1.  salary  for  a portion  of  the  year,  and 
claimed  the  above  for  extra  work  that  I had  performed  up  to  that  period. 

4876.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.~\  If  that  were  the  general  rule,  did  you  not  deviate 
from  it  in  the  previous  year,  in  sending  it  in  at  the  end  of  the  year  ? — No,  it 
merely  happened  at  the  time  I had  concluded  a particular  amount  of  extra 
work,  the  editorship  of  a volume  of  Records ; and  I should  not  have  trans- 
mitted any  account  for  extra  work  at  that  period,  unless  the  volume  had  been 
completed. 

4877.  The  account  you  sent  in  relates  to  the  period  from  January  1835  to 
August  1835  ? — Yes,  as  regards  salary  ; part  of  the  extra  work  commenced  in 
October  1834. 

4878.  And  any  work  done  between  August  and  December  1835  is  not 
included  in  that  account? — No. 

4879.  Relate  what  passed  after  you  sent  in  that  account. — After  I had  sent 
in  that  account,  I received  in  about  an  hour  a letter  from  the  clerk  of  the 
secretary,  dated  August  the  19th,  1835.  “ I return  you  the  account,  which 
I have  shown  to  Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  very  angry  with  it.  He  says  the  amount 
claimed  by  jmu  for  work  during  extra  hours,  is  more  than  double  what  he 
intimated  you  could  receive,  and  that  it  would  make  up  your  emoluments 
higher  than  any  other  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  except  Sir  F.  Palgrave, 
which,  he  says,  is  quite  out  of  the  question.”  I immediately  wrote  to  Mr. 
Cooper,  in  which  I expressed  a regret  I had  forwarded  anything  to  him  which 
had  made  him  “ very  angry,”  and  I went  on  to  say,  “ the  subject  of  my 
remuneration  has  been  one  which  I have  had  considerable  delicacy  in  mooting, 
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and  I have  had  as  great  a dislike  in  even  alluding  to  the  subject  in  conversa- 
tion, as  you  apparently  had  to  listen  to  it.  I shall  be  happy  to  have  any  con- 
versation with  you,  and  to  be  corrected  in  any  of  my  errors,  if  you  will  allow 
me  to  speak  openly  on  the  subject;”  and  intimated,  if  I were  wrong  I should  be 
happy  to  be  put  right.  ^ 

4880.  Mr.  Ilawes.]  You  maintained  the  integrity  and  good  faith  of  your 
account  ? — Yes. 

4881.  What  was  the  consequence  of  that  letter  r — Mr.  Cooper  wrote  to  me, 
telling  me  he  considered  all  engagements  between  us  at  an  end. 

4882.  Give  the  exact  words  of  it  ? — “ It  is  impossible  you  could  ever  have 
supposed  that  your  emoluments  under  the  board  would  equal  500  l.  a year  ; 
your  salary,  whilst  employed  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  was,  if  I recollect  right, 
125  /.;  this  I raised  to  150/.,  and  intimated  that  if  you  would  give  up  your 
evenings  you  might  gain  150  /.  more,  so  long  as  work  would  be  found.  Last  year 
your  total  remuneration  was  about  300  /'.,  and  I never  dreamt  of  its  exceeding 
that  sum  in  the  present  year.  My  only  difficulty  was  in  what  way  the  charge 
for  work  done  out  of  office  hours  should  be  made  out.  Last  year  it  consisted 
of  a payment  per  sheet  for  editing  the  Appendix  to  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Board ; but  this  year  you  have  had  no  similar  occupation.  The  claim  you 
have  made  I consider  as  putting  an  end  to  any  arrangement  that  may  have 
been  come  to  as  to  your  spare  time,  which  you  will  consider  your  own  until 
the  matter  can  be  brought  before  the  board.  I wish  you  distinctly  to  under- 
stand that  from  to-day  I hold  you  entitled  to  your  salary  of  150  /.  only,  and 
that  the  question  as  to  the  sum  you  are  to  receive  for  extraordinary  services 
for  the  past,  or  any  that  you  be  permitted  to  render  for  the  future,  must  await 
the  decision  of  the  board.  I have  written  to  the  King’s  printers  not  to  proceed 
any  further  with  the  two  Calendars.” 

4883.  Did  you  point  out  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  the  excess  of  remuneration 
arose  from  extra  labour  done,  and  done  pursuant  to  agreement  ? — Yes,  I wrote 
to  that  effect,  correcting  the  errors  he  had  made  in  this  statement.  When  Mr. 
Cooper  said  that  my  total  remuneration  of  last  year  was  about  300  /.,  he  left 
out  a sum  of  70  /.  My  remuneration  was  370  /.  for  1834 ; my  net  remunera- 
tion would  not  this  year  have  exceeded  400  /. 

4884.  Sir  Charles  Lemon. ] That  was  for  three  quarters  ? — Yes ; if  I had 
added  the  salary,  I should  have  received  no  other  extra  payments  probably  till 
August  1836. 

4885.  A further  amount  would  have  accrued  for  your  independent  labour  ? 
— Yes,  according  to  the  nature  and  quantity  of  work  performed. 

4886.  Which  might  have  brought  it  up  to  500/.? — Yes,  it  might,  or  not, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  work  produced. 

4887.  Mr.  Hawes.]  What  was  the  upshot  of  this  ? — The  upshot  was,  that 
Mr.  Cooper  put  a stop  to  my  extra  employment ; and  he  afterwards  said  I 
should  receive  only  150  /.,  and  that  I should  perform  two  hours  a day  more 
labour,  even  for  that  150/. 

4888.  Did  he  pay  the  account  ? — No. 

4889.  Did  you  claim  it  of  the  board,  you  having  been  engaged  on  certain 
terms  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  ? — I determined  then  to  send  my  account 
to  the  board  whenever  it  should  assemble  ; a number  of  other  circumstances 
afterwards  occurring,  I resolved  to  address  a pamphlet  to  The  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

4890.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  you  gave  up  the  claim  you  had  made  on  the 
board  ? — Indeed  I did  not. 

4891.  You  did  not  pursue  it  ? — I pursued  as  far  as  I could  at  the  time ; no 
board  was  likely  to  sit  for  several  months,  and  I was  in  abeyance.  I received  no 
payment  whatever  from  Mr.  Cooper  after  his  proceedings  in  August.  I will  quote 
the  last  occurrence  from  my  first  letter,  addressed  to  The  Speaker : “ On  9th 
November,  I requested  Mr.  Cooper,  by  letter,  to  inform  me  when  a board  would 
be  held,  and  how  soon  I might  expect  a settlement  of  my  demand,  either 
according  to  my  account  or  any  other  standard.  I have  difficulty  in  express- 
ing the  surprise  I felt  at  receiving  the  following  answer : 

“ New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 
‘Dear  Sir,  Nov.  1 ith,  1835. 

If  I recollect  right,  I have  more  than  once  informed  you  that,  as  the  board  in  1832 
L1-^]  had  refused  to  allow  you  any  remuneration  beyond  150/.  a year,  all  that  you  have 
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received  beyond  that  has  been  paid  on  my  individual  responsibility,  not  only  without  the 
sanction  of  the  board,  but  in  contravention  of  its  order.  I decline  to  incur  this  respon- 
sibility any  longer ; and  I make  bold  to  state,  that  your  conduct  has  been  such  that  you 
cannot  be  surprised  at  my  determination.  I am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly,  ^ 

“ H.  Cole,  Esq.  c-  P-  Cooper.” 

“ This  extraordinary  information  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  acted  ‘ not  only  with- 
out the  sanction  of  the  board,  but  in  contravention  of  its  order,’  on  my 
account,  appeared  to  me  so  contradictory  of  the  information  which  I had  very 
recently  obtained  from  Mr.  Protheroe  of  my  position  under  the  hoard,  that  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  lay  a copy  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  letter  before  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  Protheroe,  in  a letter  dated  November  1,  1835,  states,.  ‘ This  threat  of 
discontinuing  your  extra  work,  and  thereby  reducing  your  income,  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  fact  asserted  to  me,  in  a written  letter  which  I have,  that  the 
commissioners  were  not,  as  I had  falsely  imagined,  ignorant  of  your  receiving 
extra  pay.  He,’  Mr.  Cooper,  ‘ told  Sir  Robert  Inglis  of  it  (he  told  me  of  it 
repeatedly),  and  he  says  that  the  board  approved  of  the  system.’ 

“ ‘25th  November  1835. 

“ Mr.  Cole  having  asked  me  whether  I should  have  any  objection  to  giving  him  the 
exact  words  of  the  passage  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  letter  to  me,  alluded  to  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Cole  of  November  15,  1835,  it  appears  to  me  quite  consistent  with  my  duty  as  a com-, 
missioner  to  give  him  the  passage,  since  it  was  on  the  faith  of  the  accuiacy  of  these  words 
that  I assured  him  that  his  remuneration  was  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  board 
and  the  sentiments  of  the  commissioners. 

L.  Protheroe.” 


“ Mr.  Cooper’s  letter  to  Mr.  Protheroe,  December  1833. 

“ You  are  quite  wrong  in  supposing  that  I have  increased  Mr.  Cole’s  salary,  or  given 
him  any  emolument  inconsistent  with  what  passed  at  the  board. 

“ Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  the  other  members  of  that  board  objected  only  to  an  increase  of 
salary,  but  not  to  any  additional  emolument  arising  out  of  transcribing  done  out  of  office- 

hours.  7 

±j.  Protheroe.” 


4892.  Have  you  had  any  communication  from  the  board? — Yes,  since  my 
dismissal. 


4893.  What  was  it  ? — I was  desired  to  send  in  a full  claim  of  everything  I 
had  against  the  Commission ; and  accordingly  I did  so,  and  altered  some  of  the 
charges  I had  placed  in  the  previous  account,  having  placed  them  at  a very 
low  estimate,  in  the  expectation  that  the  work  would  continue ; I added  some 
other  expenses  rendered  useless  to  me.  I claimed,  after  my  dismissal,  to  be 
paid  for  the  Calendars  according  to  the  same  rate  as  everybody  else ; and  I 
sent  in  the  following  account  to  the  Commission  after  my  dismissal,  in  which  I 
asked  an  amount  more  than  500 1. 


Record  Commission. 

To  Henry  Cole.  _ December 

Arranging  the  Augmentation-office  records  during  extra  hours  (same  charge  £. 
as  in  previous  account)  - - - - - - - - ~ -26I 

Reports  on  the  Exchequer  records  and  Augmentation-office,  at  5 /.  5 s,  per 
sheet,  say  1 0 sheets  (no  charge  made  in  previous  account)  - - - -5' 

Analyzing  contents  of  volumes  bound  under  Mr.  Caley’s  directions  (as  before)  31 
Editing  eight  sheets  of  Exchequer  records  catalogue,  at  5 l.  5 s.  per  sheet, 
the  price  fixed  in  the  Parliamentary  returns  - - - - - 7 -4 

Editing,  compiling  and  preparing  specimens  of  Augmentation-office  inven- 
tory, five  sheets,  at  5 l.  5 s.  per  sheet,  the  price  fixed  in  the  Parliamentary 
returns  - --  --  --  --  --  -- 

[These  charges  were  lower  in  the  previous  account,  fixed  under  an  impres- 
sion that  the  works  were  to  be  continued,  when  the  lower  charge  would  have 
been  a satisfactory  arrangement.] 

Transcription  of  Non®  Rolls  commenced;  expenses  incurred  by  me  - 
Examination  of  Nonse  Rolls  by  me ; a transcript  of  Kent  county,  now  in 
Mr.  Cooper’s  possession  - --  --  --  -- 

Balance  of  salary  due  December  1835,  at  150 1.  per  annum 
Expenses  incurred  by  engagement  of  additional  assistance  in  preparation  of 
Calendars,  now  rendered' useless  by  my  dismissal  - - - - - - 

Expenses  incurred  in  purchase  of  books  expressly  for  the  Calendars  - 


■835- 


- 26  5 


3 “ 
62  10 


£. 542  8 ~ 
4894-  That 
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4894.  That  was  not  strictly  pursuant  to  the  engagement  between  you  and 
Mr  Cooper  ? — Yes,  I considered  it  was ; I claimed  nothing  for  extra  labour 
after  its  being  suspended ; I merely  claimed  salary  after  August. 

4806.  What  communication  did  you  get  from  the  hoard  ? — The  last-men- 
tioned account  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the  Commissioners,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  Hallam,  Allen  and  Petit.  I attended  that  committee*,  and  all 
the  circumstances  were  explained  to  them,  and  also  the  nature  of  my  engage- 
ment. The  result  was,  that  they  wholly  acted  upon  Mr.  Cooper’s  representa- 
tions,' and  not  in  the  least  degree  upon  mine.  They  upset  the  engagement  of 
1833  and  1834,  though  it  must  have  passed  the  audit  of  the  Commissioners  and 


the  Treasury.  , 

4897.  That  is  to  say  by  payment  to  you  ?— Yes. 

4898.  Sir  Charles  Lemon,']  When  you  say  upset,  do  you  mean  that  they 
cancelled  it  ? — Yes. 

4899.  But  a payment  had  been  made  ? — Yes ; I will  show  how  they  can- 


ceueu  it. 

4900.  They  could  not  cancel  the  payment  ? — No ; hut  in  settling  the  amount 
of  my  claims  they  could  make  a deduction.  They  took  off  70 1.  1 had  received 
in  1834,  and  added  it  to  my  claims  in  1835. 

4801.  In  what  respect  did  they  break  the  settlement  that  had  been,  closed  ? 
—The  Commissioners  had  to  pay  me  a certain  amount  for  extra  labour  in  1835; 
they  made  me  a.  debtor  to  the  amount  of  70  /.  for  1834,  which  they  took  off 
from  the  370 1,  saying  I ought  to  have  received  only  300  l. 

4902.  So  that  they  made  you  debtor  for  the  over-payment  ? — Yes,  although 
the  payment  had  passed  the  Treasury  and  the  auditors  of  the  accounts. 

4903.  Mr.  Hawes.]  How  did  you  calculate  your  emoluments  for  the  year  in 
question  ?~— As  there  was  no  fixed  standard  for  valuing  the  work  of  arrange- 
ment, I calculated  according  to  the  time  I had  devoted  to  that  operation,  and 
according  to  the  quantity  of  editorship  in  printing  I could  have  easily  performed 
during  that  period. 

4904.  When  you  speak  of  the  work  of  arrangement,  you  mean  you  were 
employed  that  year  in  the  Augmentation-office  ? — Yes. 

4905.  And  taking  the  time  that  was  so  employed,  you  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion, had  that  time  been  otherwise  employed  you  could  have  edited  as  many 
sheets  as  you  had  done  the  preceding  year,  and  been  entitled  to  as  much  as  they 
had  allowed  as  the  emoluments  for  extra  services  ? — Yes. 

4906.  Did  Mr.  Cooper  question  that  mode  of  computation? — Not  in  the 
least ; to  my  knowledge  I never  saw  Mr.  Cooper  for  a period  of  five  months 


after  he  disputed  my  account. 

4907.  The  mode  by  which  you  computed  the  amount  of  your  emoluments 
and  salary  has  not  been  questioned  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

4908.  What  communication  did  you  receive  from  the  board  officially  ?— I 

received  a communication,  dated  December  30th  1835,  not  from  Mr.  Cooper, 
as  the  secretary,  but  from  Mr.  Cooper’s  clerk,  written  in  another  clerk’s  hand- 
writing, to  this  effect:  “Mr.  Cooper  being  away,  I am  directed  by  him  to 
inform  you  that  the  committee  to  which  your  pecuniary  claims  were  referred 
have  reported  that  you  ought  to  receive,  first,  the  sum  of  62 1.  10.?.,  being  the 
arrears  of  your  salary  of  150/.  a year  from  August  last  down  to  your  dismissal 
from  Mr.  Cooper’s  employ ; secondly,  the  sum  of  127/.  13  s.  being  what  is 
wanted  to  make  your  receipts,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  salary,  amount  to 
the  further  remuneration  of  150/.  per  annum,  for  your  services  out  of  office- 
hours,  from  the  1st  day  of  February  1833,  when  first  engaged  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
to  the  19th  day  of  August  last,  when  you  had  notice  that  your  extra  services 
would  no  longer  be  required ; and,  thirdly,  the  sum  of  80  guineas  for  your 
exertions  in  arranging  the  Augmentation-office  records  after  the  destruction  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  by  fire  * * * * The  whole  of  the  above 
money,  amounting  to  276/.  13s.,  is  in  my  hands,  ready  to  be  paid  over  to  you 
upon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  * * * * .” 

4909.  What  steps  did  you  take  upon  that  ? — I sent  a receipt  for  that  money, 
giving  the  receipt  as  a receipt  on  account,  and  obtained  the  money ; afterwards 
I transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  a protest  against  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

4910.  Had  you  received  a dismissal  previously  to  the  x’eceipt  of  that  letter 
of  December  30th  ? — Yes,  from  Mr.  Cooper. 

4yi  1.  Signed  by  him  as  secretary? — Not  as  secretary;  and  I must  take  the 
3 m 2 liberty 


Henry  Cole , Esq. 
3 June  1836. 
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Henry  Cole,  Esq, 


3 June  1836. 


liberty  of  exhibiting  the  dismissal  to  the  Committee ; it  was  effected  thus  • I 
received  a letter  on  December  5th,  1835,  to  the  following  effect:  “ Sir, circum- 
stances have  recently  come  to  my  knowledge  which  make  it  improper  that 
I should  permit  you  to  continue  any  longer  in  the  employ  of  the  board ; you 
are  therefore  discharged.  Mr.  Smith  will  pay  the  arrears  of  your  salary  up 
to  the  present  time.” 

49 1 2.  Did  you  ever  have  an  interview  with  the  board  ? — None  whatever.  The 
Committee  will  see  there  is  no  indication  or  accusation  of  any  offence  com- 
mitted, but  merely  a vague  statement  that  “circumstances”  rendered  it 
improper  that  he  should  further  employ  me.  I wrote  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  told 
him  that,  having  taken  counsel’s  opinion  upon  his  authority  to  dismiss  me 
acting  as  a sub-commissioner,  I should  decline  to  receive  his  dismissal.  I 
addressed  a second  letter  to  him,  requesting  him  to  inform  me  of  the  nature  of 
the  charges,  the  witnesses,  if  any,  and  the  documents  upon  which  he  assumed 
the  authority  of  the  board  and  sent  me  a dismissal.  Mr.  Cooper  returned  this 
answer : “ The  principal  and  immediate  cause  of  my  dismissing  you,  was  dis- 
paraging language  used  by  you  in  speaking  of  the  board,  and  grossly  insulting 
and  slanderous  words  spoken  of  myself.”  I again  requested  to  know  whether 
he  would  give  me  the  actual  and  precise  grounds  upon  which  I was  dismissed 
and  he  sent  me  a document,  which  I request  may  be  inserted  in  my  evidence  • 
this  is  a literal  copy  of  a letter,  signed  “ Frederick  Devon,”  repeating  some- 
thing of  a private  conversation  he  had  heard  some  days  before. 

4913.  Chairman.']  You  mean,  instead  of  the  document  of  dismissal  it  was  the 
evidence  upon  which  you  were  dismissed  ? — Yes.  Mr.  Cooper’s  reply  to  my  third 
application  was,  “ Sir,  enclosed  is  the  copy  of  a document,  which  will  disclose 
to  you  one  of.  the  many  grounds  upon  which  I have  dismissed  you.”  I pro- 
ceed to  read  the  enclosure. 

“ Chapter-House,  Record-Office,  December  8th. 

“ Sir,  Mr.  Cole,  on  reading  that  part  of  my  preface  where  I speak  in  favour  of 
the  Record  Commission  and  yourself,  told  me  ‘ that  it  was  false ; there  was  no 
credit  due  to  either  one  or  the  other,  but  that  I licked  the  hand  that  fed  me 
and  even  that  mistakenly,  for  that  you  were  opposed  to  me  ; however,  he  should 
show  me  up  in  print  for  it.’  I felt,  as  you  may  suppose,  angry,  but  only 
merely  stated  in  answer,  that  I was  no  party  man,  and  I had  praised  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Commission,  and  only  done  it  where  I thought  it  was 
due ; besides,  I did  not  consider  it  any  disgrace  to  c lick  the  hand  that  fed 
me ;’  that  would  be  only  gratitude  ; but  in  this  instance  it  was  not  the  case, 
for  if  the  Commission  was  abolished,  the  Treasury  would  pay  me  as  much  or 
more  for  the  duties  which  I performed,  or  of  course  I should  not  perform 
them.  I do  not  consider  that  when  a man  tells  me  what  I have  written  is 
false,  and  threatens  to  show  me  up  in  print,  that  I am  at  all  bound  to  keep  it 
secret ; however,  I never  should  have  told  you,  had  you  not  heard  it  from 
other  quarters, .and  it  is  only  now  at  your  request  that  I put  the  circumstances 
in  writing.  This  abuse  of  you  and  the  Commission  is  notorious  ; and  he  said 
your  conduct  was  one  system  of  lies  from  beginning  to  end.  He  also  showed 
me  subsequently  the  proof  sheets  of  a pamphlet,  addressed  to  The  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  against  you ; but  I did  not  read  it,  I only  saw  the  title- 
page  ; but  of  course  that  cannot  be  considered  any  secret,  as  it  is  to  be  dis- 
tributed. As  I have  drawn  up  this  at  your  request,  and  as  I have  no 
personal  enmity  against  Mr.  Cole,  I think  it  right  to  request  that  it  may  not 
be  used  to  his  detriment  without  his  seeing  it  (and  I should  make  the  same 
request  if  I was  opposed  to  him) ; and  further,  you  must  be  aware  that  I refuse 
to  accept  any  arrangement  relative  to  the  Augmentation-office,  that  might 
benefit  me  at  his  expense,  if  any  such  was  your  intention ; but  as  you  heard 
the  circumstance  from  another,  and  asked  me  if  it  was  true,  I could  only 
affirm  it,  and  you  wish  me  to  put  it  on  paper,  to  which  I assented,  or  it  would 
seem  as  if  I was  afraid  to  put  that  in  writing  which  I had  stated  to  be  the 
truth  during  our  interview. 

“ I remain,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

“ Frederick  Devon.” 

49 1 4.  You  mean  that  Mr.  Cooper  stated,  as  the  grounds  for  your  dismissal, 
this  report  of  a private  conversation  which  Mr.  Frederick  Devon  had  betrayed 
to  him  ?— This  was  the  only  ground  that  Mr.  Cooper  ever  stated  to  me. 

49 1 5-  What  measures  had  Mr.  Cooper  taken  to  assure  himself  of  the  truth 
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of  that  statement  so  made  by  Mr.  Devon ; had  he  told  you  of  the  accusation 
before  he  acted  upon  it  ? — Decidedly  not ; and  it  was  only  after  three  appli- 
cations I obtained  a knowledge  of  it,  and  even  then  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  appeal 
to  me  to  know  whether  it  was  correct. 

49x6.  He  received  the  charge  made  against  you,  and  acted  upon  it,  and  did 
not,  till  after  repeated  applications  from  you,  tell  you  the  ground  of  your  dis- 
missal ? — Yes,  such  is  the  fact. 

4917.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  Record-offices  were  thrown  open  to  the' 
public,  and  sufficient  facilities  given  to  consult  them,  that  literary  men  and 
booksellers  would  find  it  worth  their  while,  as  a private  speculation,  to  publish 
portions  of  the  most  interesting  of  those  records  ? — Yes,  I am  quite  satisfied  of 
it,  and  I have  a case  of  my  own  in  point. 

49x8.  What  is  that? — Mr.  Charles  Knight  has  uxidertaken  to  publish,  on  his 
own  risk,  some  documents  relative  to  the  suppression  of  the  xnonasteries,  which 
I discovered  in  the  Augmentation-office. 

49x9.  You  mean  in  searching  among  the  records  you  have  discovered  what 
you  consider  curious  information,  and  Mr.  Knight  has  consented,  as  a common 
bookselling  speculation,  to  publish  it? — Yes.  The  chief  manuscript  is  one 
entitled  “ Henry  the  Eighth’s  Scheme  for  the  Creation  of  Bishopricks.” 

4920.  Those  are  records  existing  in  the  Augmentation-office  ? — Yes. 

4921.  Do  you  not  think  it  probable  there  is  much  valuable  and  interesting 
matter  in  the  offices,  which  in  a similar  way  would,  without  any  expense  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  as  private  speculations,  be  made  available  to  the 
public,  if  proper  access  were  given  ? — I think  there  is  no  doubt,  if  the  public 
make  use  of  the  matter  given  to  it  at  the  selection  and  pleasure  of  the  Record 
Commission,  it  would  do  so  to  a much  greater  extent  with  matter  it  had  the 
means  and  facilities  of  choosing  for  itself. 

4922.  If  those  selections  were  made  at  the  risk  of  the  booksellers  making 
them,  probably  their  intex’est  would  give  them  a better  clue  to  the  taste  of  the 
public  than  could  be  possessed  by  a commission  spending  public  money,  and 
having  no  immediate  interest  in  the  success  of  those  publications  ? — Yes ; I 
am  quite  satisfied  that  a bookseller  with  300,000  l.  to  expend  on  the  publica- 
tion of  records,  would  have  made  an  infinitely  more  profitable  speculation  than 
the  Record  Commissioners  have  done. 


Luna,  6°  die  Junii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon.  Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr  Jervis.  I 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

4923.  Chairman .]  HAVE  you  any  further  statement  to  make  with  respect 
to  your  evidence  ? — I wish  to  add  one  or  two  observations  somewhat  explana- 
tory of  the  mode  of  my  dismissal  from  the  commission.  The  secretary 
dismissed  me  without  obtaining  any  order  or  license  from  the  board.  When 
the  subject  was  brought  before  the  board  by  the  secretary,  to  obtain  its  con- 
firmation of  his  act,  although  in  attendance  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
board’s  sitting,  I was  never  called  before  it,  nor  was  Mr.  Hardy,  who  attended 
for  a similar  reason  as  myself.  Moreover,  we  have  not  received  any  official 
notice  to  this  day  of  what  passed  at  the  board  regarding  our  interests,  or  of 
the  charges  brought  against  us,  or  whether  the  board  did  or  did  not  confirm 
the  secretary’s  proceedings.  I was  certainly  very  much  astonished  not  to  have 
heard  (as  I have  never  yet  heard),  from  one  commissioner  who  was  present  at 
that  board,  whether  or  not  he  had  protested  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
board,  and  advocated  the  justice  of  my  being  heard  in  my  own  defence  against 
the  charges,  whatever  they  were,  which  I presume  the  secretary  made  at  that 
board.  As  I am  called  upon,  I mention  that  commissioner's  name,  Mr.  Hallam ; 
because  Mr.  Hallam  had  publicly  laid  down  a principle,  in  a letter  addressed 
to  J.  C’.HeiTies,  Esq.,  which  is  printed,  and  which  indicates  a course  of  action 
exactly  suitable  to  my  own  case. 

°-33-  3 >1  3 4924.  Where 


Henry  Cole,  Esq. 
3 June  1836. 


Henry  Cole,  Esq. 
6 June  1836. 
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4924.  Where  is  it  printed  ? — In  a return  entitled  “ Board  of  Stamps,  Copy 
of  the  Minute  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  6th  October,  1826,  upon  the  13th  and 
14th  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  Revenue  Inquiry,  relating  to  the  Board 
of  Stamps  ; with  certain  papers  relating  thereto.”  Ordered  by  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  printed,  the  15th  of  June  1827,  No.  482.  Mr.  Hallam  said  in 
that  letter,  “ I have  uniformly  insisted  that  the  party  should  he  heard  in  his 
own  defence.  I never  will  admit  that  an  ex  parte  statement,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  may  proceed,  and  even  if  it  bears  on  the  face  of  it  such  a colour  of 
undeniable  truth  as  may  often  varnish  over  a great  deal  of  misrepresentation, 
ought  to  be  received  with  undoubting  acquiescence  against  any  individual,  be 
he  a commissioner  or  a clerk.” 

4925.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  to  the  Committee  respecting 
the  sale  of  records  ? — On  the  day  of  my  last  examination,  Mr.  Stevenson,  a 
sub-commissioner,  at  present  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  put  into  my  hands 
three  documents,  which  he  had  just  purchased,  and  which  manifestly,  from  the 
very  nature  of  them,  are  public  records,  being  indentures  between  public 
officers  and  the  Exchequer;  they  are  of  the  period  of  Henry  7,  and  their 
purchase  was  made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  actually  while  this  Committee  was  sitting ; 
the  three  documents  I beg  now  to  lay  before  the  Committee. 

4926.  Mr.  Jervis.']  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  each  of  them  generally  ? 
—They  are  acknowledgments  from  parties,  certifying  to  have  “ resceived  of 
oure  soveraigne  lord  by  thandes  of  the  Tresourer  and  Chambreleyns  of  oure 
soveraigne  lordes  resceipt  out  of  his  Tresourie  serteyne  weyghtes  and  mesures 
the  proper  depository  of  them  should  be,  I imagine,  the  Chapter-house,  as  the 
record  office  of  the  Exchequer  oi  receipt,  and  as  once  possessing  certain  standards 
of  weights  and  measures  ; but  it  is  impossible  to  say,  in  the  present  confused 
state  of  all  the  Exchequer  offices,  whether  they  came  from  the  Chapter-house 
or  from  other  Exchequer  offices.  Without  a doubt,  at  some  time  Urey  belonged  to 
the  Exchequer ; they  have  been  filed.  I would  add  also  that  within  the  last  six 
weeks  I myself  have  seen  exposed  for  public  sale,  an  extremely  magnificent  roll 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Crown  during  the  existence  of  the  Augmentation  court, 
at  Mr.  Rodd’s,  the  bookseller,  of  Newport-street,  and  the  price  asked  for  this 
document  was  50  pounds  or  guineas. 

4927.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  What  is  your  object  in  making  this  statement  to 
the  Committee  ; in  other  words,  how  do  you  implicate  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Records,  or  any  officer  of  any  department  having  the  custody  of  records, 
in  the  sale  to  which  you  refer  ? — As  I have  said  before,  I conceive  or  interpret 
the  commission  to  exist,  as  the  commission  itself  states,  for  the  “ better  security 
and  preservation  of  the  public  records,”  and  here  is  an  instance  of  abuse, 
showing  the  inutility  or  inefficiency  of  the  commission,  and  negligence  of  duty 
somewhere  or  other. 

4928.  From  your  answers  it  would  appear  there  is  some  impression  on  your 
part  that  the  documents  in  your  possession  were  under  the  custody  of  the 
commissioners,  or  in  the  control  of  some  department  having  the  custody, — 
during  the  existence  of  the  commission  ? — I do  not  mean  to  imply  that  the 
commission  has  ever  yet  possessed  the  actual  legal  custody,  that  is,  a custody 
conferred  by  the  legislature,  of  these  or  any  public  records ; but  when  the 
King’s  commission  recites  that  public  records  have  been  “ embezzled,”  and 
creates  a body  to  prevent  such  practices,  and  to  take  measures  for  the  greater 
security  and  preservation  of  public  records,  I think  if  any  malversations  go 
forward,  the  commissioners  are  responsible  for  them  to  a certain  extent,  either 
for  not  having  been  the  means  of  creating  more  efficient  custodyship  by  their 
influence,  or  for  not  having  taken  measures  to  prohibit  sales  of  such  nature 
altogether. 

4929.  What  evidence  have  you  that  the  particular  records  exhibited  by  you 
to  the  Committee,  were  in  the  custody  of  any  existing  keeper  of  the  records, 
or  were  purloined  or  abstracted  at  any  period  during  the  last  three  centuries  ? 
- — I do  not  imply  these  records  to  have  been  recently  taken  from  any  record- 
office  ; all  I would  say  is,  that  here  are  records,  manifestly  public  records,  sold ; 
that  while  the  commissions  existed,  so  negligent  has  remained  the  custody  of 
records,  that  it  was  not  only  possible,  but  has  occurred,  that  documents  such 
as  these  have  been  abstracted  and  publibly  sold : for  example,  I would  parti- 
cularly allude  to  the  removal  of  documents  in  the  year  1822  to  Westminster- 
haL,  by  bricklayers  and  soldiers,  when  many  records  were  stolen. 

4930.  Can 


J 
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4930.  Can  you  specify  any  other  instance  of  any  other  parties,  in  which  such 
negligence  could  have  occurred  as  to  render  the  abstraction  of  records  possible, 
except  that  to  which  you  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  viz.  the 
removal  of  records  from  their  original  depository  to  Westminster-hall,  or  from 
the  temporary  building  in  Westminster-hall  to  their  actual  depository? — None 
were  lost,  I believe,  in  their  removal  from  Westminster-hall.  If  I were  to 
examine  in  detail  the  custodyship  of  every  record-office  in  the  metropolis,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Rolls-chapel,  the  Tower,  and  one  or  two  others,  I should 
find  it  very  imperfect,  and  such  occurrences  to  be  possible  under  it.  To  the 
First-fruits-office  I know  & considerable  quantity  of  public  records  to  have  been 
sent  by  accident,  and  though  the  First-fruits  officers  have  represented  to  the 
various  persons  whom  they  consider  to  be  the  proper  custodies  of  those  records, 
the  records  at  this  day  remain  at  the  First-fruits-office.  Now  as  the  First- 
fruits-office  disclaims  any  custody  of  them,  and  as  it  cannot  induce  anybody  to 
take  possession  of  them,  the  Committee  will  see  from  that  circumstance  alone, 
how  easily  the  records  might  stray. 

4931.  Mr.  Jervis^]  They  would  come  from  the  Exchequer? — Probably  from 
some  branch  of  the  Exchequer. 

4932.  Sir  Robert  Inglisi]  The  commissioners  of  the  public  records  not  having 
the  legal  custody  of  records,  and  - if  they  had,  there  being  no  evidence  these 
documents  were  in  any  one  during  the  existence  of  the  commission,  do  you 
wish  the  Committee  to  entertain  the  supposition  that  they  have  been  abstracted 
during  the  existence  of  the  commission,  through  any  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  commissioners  ? — Certain  records  having  been  sold,  and — 

4933.  These  particular  documents  ? — It  is  impossible  to  say.  I may  remark 
that  such  doubts  as  the  Honourable  Member  implies,  are  equally  applicable  to 
any  records  out  of  their  proper  custody,  even  to  documents  proved  to  have  been 
sold  10  years  ago.  There  is  no  direct  evidence  to  show  the  exact  period  at 
which  a majority  of  public  records  were  in  legal  custody,  excepting  at  the  time 
when  they  were  created. 

4934.  Do  you  mean,  by  referring  to  documents  sold  10  years  ago,  to  refer  to 
the  documents  sold  as  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  Craven  Ord? — To  those 
sold  in  1822,  and  at  Mr.  Ord’s  sale  in  1829  and  1830. 

4935.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  office  he  held  ? — He  was  the 
first  secondary  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’ s-office,  and  a keeper  of  certain 
records.  I will  adduce  another  instance,  showing  probable  evils  from  the  vague 
custodyship  of  the  records : after  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  some  records  consisting  of 
charters  and  other  documents,  were  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr.  Caley’s  solicitor, 
he  supposing  that  they  must  belong  to  the  Augmentation-office.  Without  any 
degree  of  impropriety  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Caley’s  solicitor,  he  might  have  sup- 
posed these  records  to  have  been  part  of  Mr  Caley’s  private  effects ; here  was 
a keeper  of  records ; the  very  secretary  to  the  commission  for  preserving  those 
records,  placing  records  in  such  a position  that  they  might  or  might  not  have 
been  sold  as  his  private  property. 

4936.  If  he  were  the  legal  custos  of  the  records  to  which  you  have  referred, 
and  if  wherever  he  was  these  documents  were  actually  in  his  custody,  can  you 
attribute  it  as  negligence  or  a dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Records,  they  having  themselves  no  legal  custody,  that  they  did  not 
remove  a document  from  the  custody  of  the  legal  keeper  of  it,  whether  that  were 
in  his  private  house  or  in  his  official  depository  ?- — I must  beg  the  honourable 
commissioners’  pardon,  in  saying  I think  the  commissioners  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter,  and  probably  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  them  to  know 
anything  about  it. 

4937-  The  question  is  not  whether  the  commissioners  knew  anything  of  the 
matter,  but  whether  they  could,  supposing  they  had  known  anything  of  it, 
have  prevented  it  ? — Then  I would  ask,  what  is  the  use  of  their  authority  ? I 
think  the  records  being  left  in  Mr.  Caley’s  private  house  afforded  evidence  of 
a wrong  practice,  which  the  commissioners  should  have  taken  measures  to 
prevent. 

4938.  Fie  is  bound  to  deliver  it  to  the  officer  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
or  to  the  officer  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  examine  it ; he  takes  it  with  him ; 
he  must  move  it  from  the  depository,  you  recollect  that  ? — Yes  ; I admit  the 
possibility  of  cases  when  records  must  be  out  of  the  office,  and  I admit 
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also,  to  the  fullest  extent,  that  the  commissioners  possessed  no  legal  authority 
to  make  new  regulations ; it  was  their  business  to  have  got  that  authority.  * 

4939.  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  those  documents  were  entered  in  any 
calendar,  catalogue,  or  list ; in  short,  that  they  were  in  any  way  whatever 
specified  when  they  were  in  the  custody  of  any  legal  officer  ?— No  ; that 
practice  of  keeping  an  inventory  is  not  sufficiently  followed  in  any  office  I am 
acquainted  with. 

4940.  Is  there  any  figure  on  these  from  which  you  can  collect  they  have 
ever  been  numbered  or  marked,  or  in  any  other  way  identified  with  the  par- 
ticular possession  in  any  office  ? — Their  nature  alone  would  show  they  are 
public  records,  inasmuch  as  the  crown  would  not  execute  a deed  in  a private 
capacity,  alleging  a public  capacity.  There  are  indorsements  at  the  back,  one 
of  which  is  coeval  with  the  creation  of  the  document ; they  may  or  may  not  be 
official  indorsements,  as,  for  instance,  “ Three  indentures  for  weight  and 
measures,  Henry  7th.” 

4941.  Sir  C.  Lemon.']  Of  what  period  is  the  indorsement;  you  can  tell  by 
the  hand-writing  ? — Probably  of  the  time  of  Elizabeth. 

4942.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  In  your  former  answer  you  said  that  the  indorse- 
ments were,  coeval  ? — Yes,  there  is  an  indorsement  coeval  with  the  record,  and 
another  indorsement  I take  to  be  in  Elizabeth’s  time.  Z 

4943.  The  indorsement  to  which  you  have  just  directed  the  attention  of 
the  Committee,  as  of  Henry  the  7th,  is  obviously  of  a later  date? — The 
Honourable  Member  will  perceive  there  are  two  indorsements  on  the  same 
document,  one  manifestly  coeval,  at  least  only  a year  older  than  the  earliest 
part  of  the  record. 

4944.  (To  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter.)  Having  looked  at  the  documents  which 
Mr.  Cole  has  produced,  do  you  agree  in  opinion  with  him  that  at  one  time 
they  were  in  the  possession  of  the  public  offices,  and  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
parties  ? — No  doubt ; they  seem  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Cham- 
berlain of  the  Exchequer,  or  other  proper  persons. 

4945.  And  they  must  somehow  or  other  have  strayed  out  of  that  custody? 
— They  must. 

4946.  Sir  R.  II.  Inglis.]  (To  Mr.  Cole ) You  stated  that  you  were  in  attend- 
ance, and  that  Mr.  Hardy  also  was  in  attendance  at  that  meeting  of  commis- 
sioners of  public  records,  at  which  the  decision  of  Mr.  Cooper  was  confirmed  by 
the  board  ? — Yes. 

4947.  Without  asking  more  than  you  may  know  as  to  Mr.  Hardy,  were  you 
individually  summoned  to  attend  that  meeting? — I received  three  official  letters 
from  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  December  9,  December  15,  December  16,  1835,  each 
informing  me  that  the  board  would  be  held  at  the  house  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

4948.  Did  you  intimate  the  fact  of  your  being  present  to  the  board  col- 
lectively ? — That  I had  no  opportunity  of  doing ; but  I saw  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Mr.  Protheroe,  Mr.  Petit,  and  several  other 
commissioners.  It  must  have  been  notorious,  Mr.  Hardy  and  myself  were 
ushered  into  the  same  anti-room,  where  sat  several  of  the  commissioners. 
Whether  in  attendance  or  not,  the  point  I wish  to  adduce  is,  that  the  board 
listened  only  to  Mr.  Cooper,  and  did  not  listen  to  me. 

4949.  You  say  that  you  never  received  any  communication  of  the  decision  of 
the  board  on  that  occasion,  except  the  communication  from  Mr.  Cooper,  that  you 
were  no  longer  in  the  employment  of  the  commission  ? — I received  that  com- 
munication anterior  to  the  meeting  of  the  board,  and  received  no  communica- 
tion whatever  whether  the  board  confirmed  Mr.  Cooper’s  act.  I afterwards 
received  a communication  to  produce  all  my  claims  on  the  commission,  before 
a committee,  but  I have  never  known  officially  whether  I was  discharged  or 
not ; and  I may  add,  that  even  the  communication  I did  receive,  desiring  me  to 
send  in  my  claims,  was  not  from  the  secretary  himself,  but  from  a clerk,  and  it 
was  not  even  in  his  own  clerk’s  handwriting,  but  in  that  of  another  clerk. 

4950.  Chairman .]  Will  you  state  very  briefly  now,  having  been  a long  time 
under  the  board,  and  cognizant  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commission,  without 
entering  into  detail  or  giving  your  reasons,  what  you  consider  have  been  the 
errors  of  the  constitution  of  the  old  commission,  and  what  alterations  you 
would  suggest  ? — It  would  be  but  justice  to  the  subject  and  myself,  to  allow 
me  to  make  a proper  answer,  which  cannot  be  very  brief.  With  permission,  I 
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will  hand  in  a reply,  in  which  I will  endeavour  to  show,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
the  failure  of  the  commission,  and  the  causes  of  failure,  its  actual  working, 
and  to  point  out  those  duties  which  I conceive  were  incumbent  on  the  commis- 
sion, and  the  necessity  that  the  commission  should  possess  sufficient  power  for 
the  exercise  and  performance  of  those  duties. 

4951. '  Is  there- any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  make  any  further  state- 
ment to  the  Committee  ? — There  is  one  other  point  which  I cannot  at  all  clear 
up.  I requested  the  secretary  by  letter,  when  he  suspended  the  printing  of  my 
calendar,  to  furnish  me  with  the  order  of  the  board  authorizing  the  commence- 
ment of  them.  The  secretary  evaded  the  question,  and  answered  he  would  lay 
my  request  before  the  next  board.  I repeated  my  request  some  months  after- 
wards, and  the  secretary  then  (I  being  dismissed  from  the  commission)  sent 
me  something  which  certainly  and  most  positively  was  not  the  order  of  the 
board  which  he  read  to  me  when  I was  first  authorized  to  commence  the 
editorship  of  the  calendars.  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  give  me  a written  copy  of  the 
order  of  the  board  when  I commenced  my  labours,  but  read  to  me  the  order. 
I particularly  remarked  that  there  was  an  express  injunction  from  the  board, 
not  to  omit  certain  matters  which  had  been  printed  in  “ Dugdale’s  Monasticon,” 
and  my  name  was  mentioned  in  the  board’s  order.  I have  since  asked  Mr. 
Protheroe  if  he  had  any  recollection  of  the  subject,  and  he  perfectly  well  recol  - 
lects the  circumstance.  The  order  of  the  board,  as  transmitted  to  me  by  the 
secretary,  consisted  merely  of  words,  that  the  said  or  foregoing  catalogue  go  to 
press,  without  any  mention  of  my  name.  This  is  a matter  which  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  clear  up.  One  ground  on  which  I rested  my  claim  of  being  a 
sub-commissioner,  was  the  fact  of  the  board’s  nominating  me  to  the  perform- 
ance of  certain  duties.  I wish  to  add,  when  I was  asked  by  the  Committee  for 
illustrations  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  unofficial  conduct,  it  would  have'  sufficed  had 
I referred  to  the  examples  that  were  before  the  Committee,  of  his  endeavouring 
to  obtain  transcripts  sub  rosa , also  to  the  transmission  of  certain  private  docu- 
ments of  the  board  to  the  British  Museum  in  a fictitious  name,  accompanied 
by  the  following  letter,  which  I now  beg  to  produce,  as  showing  how  far  Mr. 
Cooper  did  not  scruple  to  go  out  of  a straight-forward  course  to  effect  his 
object.  The  letter  is  in  the  British  Museum,  in  a volume  entitled  “ Privately 
Printed  Tracts  on  the  Record  Commission,  Cooper  on  Registration,  &c.”  : — 
“Ross,  10th  June,  1833.  Sir, — The  tracts  in  the  volume  that  I now  beg  to 
present  to  the  British  Museum,  were  given  to  my  late  uncle  by  a gentleman  in 
one  of  the  record-offices  in  London.  He  informed  me  that  they  were  very  rare, 
only  50  copies  being  printed  of  each,  which  induces  me,  as  I am  leaving 
England  for  some  time,  to  take  the  opportunity  of  a friend  going  to  town,  to 
send  the  volume  containing  them  to  be  placed  in  the  fine  library  confided  to 
your  superintendence.  I am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Chas.  Hughes.  To  the  Librarian 
of  the  British  Museum,  London.”  This  letter  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Cooper’s  own  clerk.  I may  be  in  error,  but  I certainly  consider  sending  a 
criminatory  pamphlet  (concerning  the  Parliamentary  Writs)  containing  most 
libellous  terms  against  a colleague,  in  a fictitious  name,  by  a fictitious  letter  of 
a fictitious  person,  not  to  be  a straight-forward  proceeding. 

4952.  How  do  you  know  that  there  is  no  such  person  as  “ Charles  Hughes”  ? 
—1  know  that  the  letter  signed  Charles  Hughes  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Cooper  s clerk.  I know  too  that  the  documents  transmitted  with  that  letter 
were  privately  printed  documents  for  the  use  of  the  board. 


4953-  Sir  Robert  H.  Ingiis .]  How  do  you  connect  the  hand-writing  of  Mr 
Cooper  s clerk  with  that  of  Mr.  Cooper  himself  ?— I may  answer  that  question 
at  once,  briefly  by  saying  Mr.  Cooper  admitted  the  proceeding  as  his  own: 
Mr.  Cooper  admitted  the  fact  before  this  Committee.  It  would  be  difficult 
indeed  to  understand  how  Mr.  Cooper’s  clerk  could  obtain  possession  of  pri- 
vately printed  documents,  and  send  them  to  the  British  Museum,  bound  in  a 
olume  with  a work  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  own,  without  Mr.  Cooper’s  authority. 
«i95f  „ T'm;J  How  do  70U  know  that  there  was  no  such  person  as 
uiaries  Hughes;  you  call  him  a fictitious  person;  how  do  you  know  there 
1^“° !vh  perS0H  '~l  llave  been  informed  that  the  British  Museum  in  re- 
rlnn-it^  HS  c°mmumcation,  adopted  the  usual  course  of  acknowledging  the 
donation,  and  returned  a reply  thanking  Mr.  Charles  Hughes,  of  Ross  ; the 
'33‘  3 N letter 
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letter  was  sent  to  Ross  (Herefordshire),  and  returned  hack  to  the  British 
Museum ; a letter  of  thanks  was  then  transmitted  to  Ross  in  Ireland,  and  this 
letter  also  was  returned,  with  notice  that  “ Charles  Hughes  was  not  known 
there. 


Mercurii,  1 5’  die  Junii,  1 836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Rio-ht  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn. 


Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Robert  H.  lnglis. 
Dr.  Bowring. 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Robert  Benson,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4955.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn]  YOU  are  Recorder  of  Salis- 
bury  ? — I am.  Before  I was  recently  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  the  office  of 
recorder,  I was  deputy  recorder  of  Salisbury  from  December  1829. 

4956.  Have  you  had  much  occasion  to  consult  ancient  records? — Yes,  I have 
had  very  considerable  occasion,  partly  in  connexion  with  my  official  character  at 
Salisbury,  which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  examine  a great  number  of  our  local 
records,  and  partly  with  a view  to  the  illustration  of  English  history  and  topo- 
graphy ; and  let  me  add,  that  these  inquiries  I often  found  useful  in  the  further- 
ance of  my  professional  pursuits  as  a lawyer.  I have  also  had  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  examining  the  records  in  public  offices  here,  and  have  availed  myself  of 
them. 

4957.  What  repositories  here  have  you  principally  visited  ? — I have  occasionally 
made  extracts  from  the  records  in  the  Tower,  in  the  Remembrancer’s-office  of  th; 
Exchequer,  in  the  Augmentation-office,  in  the  Chapter  House,  also  in  the  State 
Paper-office,  and  in  public  libraries,  more  particularly  those  of  the  Inner  Temple 
and  of  the  British  Museum. 

4958.  You  have  not  mentioned  the  Rolls ; have  you  examined  the  records  there 

much  ? — No:  as  far  as  I remember,  on  one  occasion  only  at  the  Rolls;  and  that 
was  on  a question  of  the  right  to  voting  for  members  of  Parliament  for  Salisbury, 
towards  the  close  of  the  17th  century.  . 

4959.  Wliat  has  been  your  principal  object  in  those  researches  ? — My  principal 
object  in  those  researches  has  been  to. illustrate  the  topography  of  Wiltshire,  and 
more  particularly  of  Salisbury,  which  is  my  native  place ; and  I should  state  that 
wc  have  a body  of  gentlemen  in  Wiltshire,  of  which  Sir  Richard  Hoare  is  the 
head,  who  have  for  some  years  past  consulted  together  upon  the  illustration  of  our 
county  antiquities,  and  the  preparation  of  a county  history,  which  is  now  in  pro- 
gress ; that  has  been  one  of  the  chief  purposes  for  which  I have  consulted  those 
different  repositories  before  mentioned  by  me. 

4960.  Have  you  derived  any  assistance  from  the  publications  of  the  Record 

Commissioners  ? -The  greatest.  I hardly  know  how  I could  have  proceeded 
without  them,  because  it  was  impossible  for  me,  in  a great  number  of  instances, 
to  get  access,  or  to  afford  time  to  go  to  the  public  repositories  in  which  the 
originals  were  contained ; and  consequently  I was  glad  to  avail  myself  of  those 
treasures  that  the  Record  Commissioners  have  rendered  available  to  inquirers  into 
history  and  topography.  * ' 

4961.  Will  you  specify  those  publications  that  have  been  most  serviceable  to 
you  ? — The  Liber  Feudorum,  commonly  called  the  Testa  de  Neville ; the  three 
Ecclesiastical  Surveys,  namely,  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas,  the  Non®  Rolls, 
and  the  Survey  taken  in  the  reign  of  Henry  8 ; the  Rotuli  Hundredprum,  the 
Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  the  Proceedings  in  Quo  Warranto ; indeed  I might 
go  over  the  whole  list  of  works  which  have  appeared  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Record  Commissioners. 

4962.  Could  you  have  gained  the  information  that,  you  wanted  without  those 
volumes? — Decidedly  not. 

4963.  Have 
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4963.  Have  you  used  any  of  the  publications  of  the  commission,  with  a view 
to  general  history  ? — Yes,  I have  used  several  of  them,  especially  in  examining- 
points  of  constitutional  interest : I remember  one  particular  instance.  During 
the  agitation  of  the  Reform  Bill,  Old  Sarum  was,  as  we  all  know,  the  chief  object 
of  attack  from  some  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I took  some  pains 
to  investigate  the  early  condition  of  that  borough  at  the  time  when  it  first 
returned  members  to  Parliament.  From  that  portion  of  the  Hundred  Rolls  which 
relates  to  the  reign  of  Henry  3,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  subsequent 
reign,  coupled  with  other  documents,  I clearly  made  out  that  the  representation 
of  Old  Sarum,  when  it  first  returned  members  to  Parliament,  was  much  in  the 
same  condition  as  when  the  Reform  Bill  passed.  There  is  a curious  point  in  the 
first  of  those  Hundred  Rolls ; it  states  the  question  asked  of  the  jury  as  to  the 
return  of  writs  for  Old  Sarum ; and  the  answer  is,  “ Dicunt  quod  homines  de  Veteri 
Sarum  habent  returnum  brevium  domini  Regis,  et  talem  habent  libertatem  a 
domino  Rege  et  antecessoribus  suis  concessam that  was  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  3.  A very  few  years  after,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  1,  the  same 
question  is  put  to  the  jurors ; and  there  the  answer  is,  “ Dicunt  quod  burgenses 
"Veteris  Sarum  habent  returnum,  et  habent  judicia  felonum  captorum  infra  burgum 
preedictum,  secundum  consuetudinem  civitates  Wynton.”  I therefore  concluded 
that  the  words  homines  (which  had  been  construed  by  some  people  to  mean  inha- 
bitants) and  burgenses  were  convertible  terms;  and  coupling  that  with  the  informa- 
tion I obtained  at  the  Tower,  concerning  the  borough  in  the  reign  of  Edward  3, 
and  comparing  these  facts  with  an  ancient  survey  of  the  place,  where  the  bur- 
gage tenures  are  set  out  (none  of  which  are  less  than  three  acres,  and  the  largest 
in  space  10  acres),  I concluded  that  those  burgenses  could  not  be  the  mere  inha- 
bitants of  the  place,  but  that  they  were  the  demesne  tenants  of  the  lord  who  held 
the  castle  of  Old  Sarum,  himself  being  a tenant  in  capite  of  the  Crown. 

4964.  Have  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  in  your  opinion,  been 
serviceable  in  advancing  a knowledge  of  English  law  and  jurisprudence  ?— Yes, 
very  greatly  so ; or  at  least  might  be  so. 

4965.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  authentic  edition  of  the  Statutes  of  the 
Realm  ? — I think  it  is  as  valuable  a monument  of  ancient  laws  and  history  as 
any  nation  can  boast  of ; before  it  appeared,  we  had  merely  the  collections  of  the 
statutes  that  were  in  practical  use  among  lawyers  ; and  which,  when  they  were 
repealed,  were  struck  out  of  succeeding  editions,  as  no  longer  serviceable  in 
W estminster  Hall ; at  the  same  time  those  repealed  statutes  were  of  the  highest 
importance,  occasionally,  in  throwing  light  upon  the  state  of  the  times,  and 
which,  but  for  this  great  national  work,  might  have  been  lost  sight  of  to  the 
detriment  of  historical  science. 

4966.  Do  you  think  that  the  public  benefit  produced  by  that  publication  has 
been  proportioned  to  its  expense  ? — I do  not  know  precisely  the  cost  of  it ; but,  in 
speaking  of  great  national  interests,  I should  not  be  disposed  to  urge  considera- 
tions of  economy  applicable  to  individuals.  I should  question  very  much 
whether  its  expense  can  be  more  than  equal  to  its  utility. 

4967.  Do  you  apprehend  it  would  have  been  possible  for  such  a work  to  have 
been  produced  except  at  the  national  expense  1 — No  ; I apprehend  it  never  could 
have  answered,  so  as  to  repay  the  cost  and  labour  of  publication. 

4968.  What  other  works  of  this  kind  have  been  of  service  to  you? — I have 
mentioned  all  those  that  were  published  by  the  Old  Commission.  I also  have,  in 
some  degree,  examined  those  that  proceeded  from  the  present  Commission  ; the 
Proceedings  in  the  Curias  Regis,  and  those  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  Records 
of  the  Fines,  I think  them  all  of  very  great  utility. 

4969.  The  Calendars  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery  ? — I found  that  of  very 
great  value ; for,  as  a Chancery  practitioner,  I felt  anxious  to  know  the  early 
history  of  the  practice  of  that  Court,  which  was  involved  in  great  obscurity. 
Our  Text-books  give  no  information  about  it  earlier  than  the  reign  of 
Henry  6,  but  when  this  work  came  out  we  had  abundant  examples-  of  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  from  the  reign  of  Richard  2,  which  contain  information  of  the 
state  of  society  at  the  time,  which  is  astounding  to  us.  Suits  were  then  often 
the  cause  of  local  commotions  resembling  petty  civil  wars ; and  but  for  the 
interference  of  that  great  officer  of  state,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  there  was  no 
remedy  for  the  grievance.  They  are  exceedingly  curious  and  valuable.  ! should 
add,  that  only  the  proceedings  of  the  earlier  suits,  from  the  reign  of  Richard  2, 
are  stated  in  detail ; the  body  of  the  work  consists  only  of  short  notices  of  the 

0-33-  3 n 2 suits, 


Robert  liaison,  Esq. 
15  June  1836. 
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Robert  Benson, E&q.  suits,  where  the  actual  causes  of  complaint  cannot  be  set  out  at  length.  There 
“ is  one  very  curious  instance  indeed,  that  1 recollect,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 

15  June  1836.  Elizabeth,  where  an  injunction  is  sought  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  restrain  a 
Member  of  Parliament  from  suing  the  burgesses  of  Devizes  for  his  expenses  in 
attending  Parliament.  I might  add,  that  from  this  work  may  be  gathered  a 
great  number  of  facts  illustrative  of  the  progress  and  fluctuation  of  our  equity 
jurisprudence,  which  in  my  estimation  are  of  great  public  interest. 

4970.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  publications  which  have  been  issued  since 
the  formation  of  the  New  Commission  ? — My  opinion  is  an  extremely  favourable 
one ; but  at  the  same  time  I should  state,  that  a taste  for  archaeology  may,  in 
some  degree,  bias  me.  Indeed  I consider  their  utility  is,  if  not  of  equal  value 
to  those  stated  before,  still  of  very  great  value.  The  Proceedings  of  the  Curiee 
Regis  tend  to  make  very  complete  our  knowledge  of  the  constitution  and  pro- 
ceedings of  our  courts.  The  Year  Books  commence,  I believe,  with  the  reign  of 
Edward  1,  but  these  carry  them  much  farther  back,  and  elucidate  the  prior 
history  and  progress  of  English  jurisprudence ; a matter  of  great  interest  and  (as 
I think)  of  considerable  importance. 

4971.  Will  you  state  your  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  printing  all  the  Rolls 
of  Chancery  down  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  John  or  of  Henry  3 ? — My  opinion  is 
that  all  records  should  be  printed  entire,  at  least  down  to  the  end  of  John’s  reign : 
they  are  not  voluminous ; and  it  is  indispensable  to  our  history  that  a complete 
body  of  such  evidence  should  be  afforded. 

4972.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  from  that  period  they  should  be  printed 
entire,  or  a selection  made  from  -them  ? — I do  not  know  the  extent  to  which  they 
would  go ; nor  have  I seen  the  originals,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  an  accurate 
opinion  upon  the  subject. 

4973.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  consult  the  volumes  of  the  Close  Rolls  and 
the  Patent  Rolls  that  have  been  printed  ? — Yes,  I have,  occasionally;  but  I cannot 
call  to  my  recollection  any  particular  point.  I have  of  late  been  chiefly  con- 
versant with  the  Rotuli  Curiae  Regis,  and  I was  much  struck  with  the  Placita 
Coronae,  which  are  inserted  in  that  publication,  made  during  several  of  the 
itinera  of  the  judges  in  Eyre ; for  they  are  full  of  curious  information  as  to  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  way  in  which  the  police  of  England  was  then  admi- 
nistered, if  I may  use  such  a term. 

4974.  Do  you  think  that  the  publication  of  the  Final  Concords  would  be 
useful  ? — One  volume  has  already  appeared ; and  I confess,  speaking  topographi- 
cally, they  must  be  exceedingly  valuable. 

4975.  You  have  stated  that  you  have  had  frequent  access  to  the  records  of  the 
city  of  Salisbury ; will  you  give  some  account  of  them  to  the  Committee  ? — Most 
willingly.  In  the  first  place  the  records  of  the  city  of  Salisbury  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes,  civil  and  ecclesiastical.  The  civil  records  relate  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  inhabitants,  at  different  times  in  their  convocations,  from  the  11th  of 
Richard  2 to  the  present  day,  contained  in  an  uninterrupted  series  of  Ledger 
Books  for  the  whole  of  that  period.  During  the  early  part  of  that  period  Salis- 
bury, being  as  it  were  the  capital  of  a district,  abounding  with  rich  wool-staplers, 
and  persons  of  great  opulence,  was  frequently  applied  to  for  pecuniary  loans 
and  advances  to  assist  the  rival  political  parties  in  the  wars  between  the  houses 
of  York  and  Lancaster,  which  then  agitated  the  country;  and  in  those  records 
there  are  inserted  numerous  Royal  letters,  and  letters  from  the  Privy  Council, 
and  details  illustrating  the  general  history  of  the  country,  which,  I confess,  vastly 
surprise  me.  One  of  those  books  contains  the  only  dispatch  of  the  battle  of 
Agincourt,  if  I may  use  the  term  dispatch  as  applicable  to  a contemporaneous 

- letter  sent  from  London,  and  detailing  many  particulars  of  that  celebrated  battle. 
It  is  a very  important  document.  There  are  many  others  of  national  interest, 
arising  from  the  circumstance  of  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  frequent 
application  made  to  them  for  pecuniary  advances.  There  are  also  two  or  three 
books  called  Domus-Dei,  they  are  what  may  be  called  registers  or  chartularies, 
containing  particulars  of  private  transactions  between  the  citizens,  such  as  con- 
veyances, houses  and  lands,  and  wills  relating  to  the  same ; and  I think  also 
some  ancient  charitable  endowments,  rather  of  local  than  of  public  interest.  Of 
these  books,  written  upon  parchment,  some  are  apparently  lost.  The  first 
extant  begins  in  the  1 3th  of  Edward  3,  if  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me. 
The  archives  of  the  corporation  contain  also  a great  number  of  letters  from  the 
Privy  Council  during  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  subsequently,  when  any 
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conspiracy  against  the  State  was  apprehended.  The  gunpowder  plot,  if  I remem- 
ber rio’ht,  is  the  subject  of  several  of  these  letters;  they  are  yet  unbound. 
There  are  other  documents,  of  a local  nature,  relating  to  the  trade  of  the  city, 
which  it  is  not  worth  while  for  me  to  enter  upon  at  present.  The  ecclesiastical 
archives  are  tolerably  rich,  beginning  with  a volume  called  Saint  Osmund’s 
Chartulary.  Saint  Osmund  was  a friend  of  the  Conqueror,  and  the  first  Norman 
bishop  of  Salisbury ; the  cathedral  church  of  which,  at  Old  Sarum,  was  built  by 
him.  This  chartulary,  or  register,  contains  the  earliest  muniments  of  the  old 
cathedral ; and,  besides  it,  there  is  a great  number  of  records  highly  interesting 
to  the  ecclesiastical  historian  ; for  instance,  another  book,  in  the  possession  of 
the  bishop,  called  the  Liber  Ruber,  which  is  also  a chartulary,  and  next  in 
antiquity  to  Osmund’s.  Then  there  is  a series  of  registers,  tolerably  perfect,  up 
to  the  present  time,  beginning  with  the  Register  of  Simon  De  Gandavo ; these 
are  full  of  historical  interest,  as  they  contain  many  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
diocese  of  Salisbury  against  the  Lollards,  and  those  opposed  to  the  Church  of 
Rome,  which  lead  me  to  think  that  an  investigation  into  the  ecclesiastical 
archives  of  our  different  sees,  supposing  them  to  be  as  rich  as  that  of  Salisbury, 
would  throw  great  light  upon  the  history  and  progress  of  religious  opinion  in 
this  country  prior  to  the  reign  of  Henry  8. 

4976.  Have  you  anything  further  to  state  or  recommend  with  respect  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Record  Commissioners  ? — I should  wish  vastly  to  see  the  com- 
mission continued  or  extended  in  point  of  utility.  I should  think  it  very  advan- 
tageous that  there  should  be  a central  board  in  London,  and  in  different  districts 
there  should  be  some  proper  receptacle  for  those  archives  that  are  of  a local  kind 
for  their  preservation.  The  chief  Board  of  Commissioners  should,  in  my  opinion, 
consist  of  unpaid  commissioners,  persons  holding  high  political  stations,  in  con- 
junction with  other  persons,  also  unpaid,  but  who  are  competent  to  judge  of  the 
value  of  our  ancient  national  muniments,  and,  at  the  same  time,  able  to  examine 
the  transcripts  made  by  the  editors  or  sub-commissioners,  and  compare  them 
with  the  originals,  so  as  to  discover  whether  the  work  has  been  satisfactorily 
done,  and  the  money  of  the  country  not  improperly  expended. 

4977.  Sir  Ckar'les  Lemon.]  You  spoke  of  several  works  published  by  the 
Record  Commission ; and  among  the  rest  the  Testa  de  Neville,  the  Inquisitiones 
Post  Mortem,  the  Quo  Warranto  Rolls,  and  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery.  In 
what  state  did  you  find  those  with  respect  to  accuracy  P — I have  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  comparing  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  with  the 
originals,  but  I did  not  see  any  flagrant  inaccuracies  that  struck  my  eye  in 
reading  the  former ; I cannot  positively  say  they  were  accurate  transcripts. 

4978.  In  the  course  of  your  researches  among  the  Quo  Warranto  Rolls,  have 
you  found  yourself  impeded  by  inaccuracies  in  names  and  dates  ? — There  are 
a few  inaccuracies,  which  will  necessarily  creep  into  the  transcripts ; for  example, 
the  n and  the  u are  sometimes  confounded  : but  that  may  happen  to  the  most 
skilful  scribes.  It  requires  a local  knowledge  to  use  the  n and  the  u always  in 
the  right  place.  There  are  other  letters  that  in  the  MSS.  nearly  resemble  one 
another,  as  the  t and  the  c ; and  the  transcriber,  not  having  local  knowledge  also, 
sometimes  mistakes  one  of  these  letters  for  the  other  ; but  subsequent  criticism 
easily  corrects  this. 

4979.  Is  that  the  principal  defect? — Yes. 

4980.  So  that,  if  the  words  and  names  could  be  read,  the  index  in  itself  is 
sufficiently  perfect  ? — Yes,.  I think  so. 

4981.  With  respect  to  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  are  they  complete  up  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  present  time,  with  respect  to  the  stores  possessed  in  that 
way  ? — I believe  not.  The  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  hitherto  published  extend 
only  to  the  reign  of  Richard  3. 

4982.  Is  it  done  in  a form  which  will  admit  of  those  additions  upon  the 
acquisition  of  fresh  knowledge? — I think  so.  There  is  one  great  defect  in  that 
publication,  which  is,  that  the  age  of  the  heir  upon  the  death  of  the  ancestor  has 
been  omitted. 

4-983.  So  that  the  deficiencies,  if  there  are  any,  are  remediable  ? — Yes ; I 
think  so. 


°-33- 
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John  Gage,  Esq. 

F.lt.S. 


a 5 June  1836. 


John  Gage,  Esq.,  f.r.s.,  called  in ; and  Examined, 

4984.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  YOU  are  Director  of  the  Society 

of  Antiquaries  ? — I am. 

4985.  Have  you  had  considerable  experience  in  the  selection  and  publication 
of  records,  and  other  matters  of  an  historical  and  literary  nature ; and  are  you 
also  yourself  the  author  of  the  History  of  Hengrave ; and  have  you  collected 
materials  for  other  publications?— I have  had  experience  in  the  selection  of 
records.  I am  the  author  of  the  work  alluded  to ; and  I have  made  large  collec- 
tions of  materials  for  a History  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  I have  now  a 
volume  in  the  press. 

4986.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  make  much  use  of  the  publications  of  the 
Record  Commission  ? — Since  the  year  1815,  I have  had  frequent  occasions  to 
make  use  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission. 

4987.  Have  you  found  them  of  much  utility? — I have  found  them  of  the 
greatest  utility  ; in  fact  I could  not  do  without  them. 

4988.  Which  of  those  publications  have  you  had  most  occasion  to  refer  to?— 
I have  had  occasion  to  consult  most  of  them ; being  engaged  in  a topographical 
work,  of  course  it  necessarily  leads  you  through  the  whole  series  of  records ; such 
as  are  applicable  to  foreign  countries  would  not  so  strictly  apply  to  my  purposes. 

4989.  What  is  your -general  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  those  works  have 
been  executed  ? — My  general  opinion  is,  that  although  perhaps  some  of  the 
calendars  might  in  some  respects  originally  have  been  improved,  yet  they  are 
all  of  them  of  the  highest  value ; and  in  fact  you  cannot  do  without  every  one  of 
them. 

4990.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  selections  and  publications  have  in  general 
been  judiciously  made  ? — I think  they  -have. 

499 1 . Do  you  conceive  them  to  have  been  useful  in  the  elucidation  of  the 
general  history  of  this  country,  and  particularly  its  legal  antiquities  ? — A dis- 
tinction is  often  made  with  regard  to  general  and  local  history,  in  disparagement 
of  the  latter.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  local  history  is  so  intimately  connected 
with  general  history  that  you  cannot  disjoin  them;  and  I consider  that  the 
publication  of  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  eminently  useful 
for  the  purposes  of  local  and  general  history,  and  for  archaeology,  biography  and 
genealogy  generally. 

4992.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  works  now  in  the  course  of  publication? — 
With  regard  to  the  works  now  in  the  course  of  publication,  I consider  that  those 
now  in  progress  under  the  present  commission,  without  any  disparagement  to 
those  that  were  published  by  the  old,  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  more 
valuable. 

4993.  Will  you  specify  the  publications  you  conceive  to  have  been  of  the 
greatest  utility? — The  Pipe  Rolls  I consider  in  many  respects  to  be  of  extreme 
value,  both  for  military  and  civil  as  well  as  local  purposes.  I also  consider  the 
Patent  Rolls  and  Close  Rolls  as  highly  valuable.  With  regard  to  the  works  of 
the  old  commission,  of  course  no  topographer  can  do  without  them ; take,  for 
instance,  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  and  Ad  Quod  Damnum ; the  Hundred, 
Quo  Warranto,  and  Charter  Rolls ; the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Placita;  and 
I could  specify  others. 

4994.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  From  your  estimate  of  the  value  -of  the  different 
publications  which  have  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  successive  commissions, 
do  you  consider  that  they  are  such  as  would  have  repaid  a private  publisher  if 
he  had  undertaken  the  publication  of  them  at  his  own  expense  ? — I am  of  Opinion 
that  no  private  publisher  could  have  repaid  himself,  but  would  have  suffered 
a very  great  loss. 

4995-  Then  regarding  them  as  intrinsically  valuable  to  the  general  student  in 
history  and  law  and  constitutional  archaeology,  and  considering  that  they  would 
not  be  likely  to  reimburse  the  speculation  of  a private  publisher,  do  you  regard  it 
as  a useful  application  of  the  public  money  that  the  commissioners  have  directed 
the  publication  of  the  works  to  which  your  attention  has  now  been  called  ? — I do 
so  regard  it. 

4996.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  that  such  publications,  under  the  direction 
of  the  same  persons  as  originally  advised  them,  should  be  continued  ? — I do. 

4997.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee any  particular  instance  that  may  have  occurred  in  your  own  experience 
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in  which  you  have  found  these  records  valuable  upon  any  important  point  with 
reference  to  the  history  of  England,  and  not  merely  topographically  or  genea- 
logically ? — As  a topographical  write?  I may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  whole 
history  of  the  tenants  in  capite  is  in  fact  more  or  less  the  history  of  the  great 
actors  in  public  affairs,  and  consequently  at  every  step  in  examining  the  records 
some  little  fact  will  come  out  connected  with  the  history  of  the  country  generally. 
The  Pipe  Rolls,  beside  the  Royal  revenue,  show,  among  other  things,  a variety 
of  details  connected  with  military  transactions,  such  as  the  erection  and  demo- 
lition of  castles. — {See  the  Suffolk'’ Pipe  Rolls  of  the  time  of  King  Henry,  2,  in 
the  case  of  the  Bigod  rebellion.) — The  Patent  Rolls  show  circumstances  of  still 
create  importance.  The  Close  Rolls  are  extremely  multifarious  in  their  contents, 
and  interesting ; and  contain,  amongst  other  things,  much  relating  to  the  history 
of  arts  and  manufactures ; thus  we  have  in  them  important  entries  connected  with 
the  Painted  Chamber  and  the  palace  at  Westminster. 

4998.  In  the  acquisition  of  those  facts,  have  you  been  materially  assisted  by 
the  publications  of  the  commissioners  ? — Most  materially.  There  is  a disposition 
to  disjoin  general  and  local  history ; but  I could  show  that  in  local  histories  facts 
are  found  connected  with  general  history : indeed,  almost  every  local  history 
contains  some  such  facts,  which  are  not  to  be  found  elsewhere,  and  which  would 
not  come  out  without  those  publications. 

4999.  Can  you  point  out,  in  the  works  of  Lingard  or  Hallam,  any  instance 
where  they  have  made  use  of  any  of  these  publications  in  detecting  errors  or 
explaining  obscurities,  or  adding  important  historical  information  to  that  which 
was  already  known ; taking  the  reign  of  King  J ohn,  for  instance  1 — At  this 
moment  I do  not  feel  myself  prepared  to  state  any  particular  instances. 

5000.  Taking  the  obscurities  in  John’s  reign ; Arthur’s  death,  for  instance,  or 
John’s  alleged  mission  to  the  Arabian  Caliph,  and  offering  to  relinquish  his 
throne  and  turn  Mahometan  ? — Those  are  points  I have  not  turned  my  attention 
to,  and  I could  not  pretend  to  give  an  answer  respecting  them. 

5001.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  From  what  you  know  of  the  constitution  of  the 
commission  do  you  recommend  any  alteration,  or  do  you  approve  of  it  generally 
as  it  stands  now,  regarding  its  working,  so  far  as  you  are  cognizant  of  it  ? — As 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes  it  appears  to  me  to  be  working  generally  well,  and  I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  to  see  paid  commissioners  in  this  country  for  such  an 
object.  I should  apprehend  it  would  lead  more  probably  to  disgraceful  jobs, 
than  to  anything  else. 

5002.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  IF.  Williams  Wynn.]  You  have  been  asked  relative 
to  the  reign  of  King  John ; have  not  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission 
which  threw  light  upon  that  reign  been  published  since  the  publications  of 
Mr.  Hallam  and  Dr.  Lingard  ? — I rather  incline  to  think  that  they  have. 

5003.  Chairman.']  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  commission  has  worked 
well  ? — As  far  as  I am  aware,  I am. 

5004.  What  do  you  consider  the  duties  of  the  present  commission  to  be? — 
I consider  the  duty  of  the  present  commission  to  be  to  take  means  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  records  in  the  different  repositories,  and  to  see  that  proper 
publications  are  issued  that  will  be  useful  for  history,  either  general  or  local. 

5005.  You  consider  that  the  primary  object  of  the  commission  is  to  see  that 
the  records  are  well  taken  care  of  and  rendered  accessible  to  the  public  ? — 
Certainly. 

5006.  Are  you  acquainted  minutely  with  the  state  in  which  fhe  records  are 
kept  at  present  ? — With  respect  to  the  state  in  which  the  records  are  at  the  Tower,. 
I believe  I can  answer  that  question. 

5007.  With  regard  to  the  Rolls  ? — With  regard  to  the  Rolls,  I have  occasionally 
gone  to  the  Rolls,  and  those  documents  I have  seen,  some  of  them  appear  to  me 
preserved  in  very  proper  books ; although  some  of  the  Inquisitions  themselves  are 
not  in  so  good  a state  as  those  I have  seen  at  the  Tower. 

5008.  Are  they  perfectly  accessible? — No;  but  to  myself  I have  found  every 
attention ; they  have  always  been  accessible  to  me,  and  I have  paid  nothing  for 
them. 

5009.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  given  before  this  Committee  as  to  the  fees 
taken,  and  the  difficulties  that  exist  in  the  way  of  getting  access  to  the  records 
there  ? — I have  not.  I am  perfectly  well  aware  that  to  the  public  generally  the 
records  in  the  Rolls  chapel  are  not  open,  except  upon  payment  of  fees  ; and  cer- 
tainly,  if  I am  asked  whether  they  should  be  made  accessible  to  gentlemen 
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concerned  in  literature,  I think  they  should  have  the  same  facilities  as  at  the 
other  offices;  at  the  same  time,  I have  had  that  facility  myself. 

5010.  Are  the  contents  of  the  record  offices  made  known  to  those  who  search 
among  them  by  proper  indexes  and  calendars  ?— No,  certainly  not,  in  all  the 

offices.  j 

50 11  Are  you  aware  whether  the  indexes  contain  the  whole  of  the  information 
required  ; whether  they  are  perfect  ?-I  am  not ; but,  with  respect  to  the  Rolls 
chapel,  I should  beg  to  state  that  I have  a manuscript  index,  referring  to  a great 
many  of  the  Inquisitions  there ; and  I believe,  from  comparing  it  with  the  one  in 
the  office,  generally  speaking,  as  far  as  the  Suffolk  inquisitions  go,  the  office 
index  is  very  fair,  that  is  to  say  it  corresponds  with  the  one  I have. 

5012.  Your  information  extends  principally  to  the.  inquisitions  ? — I have 
spoken  chiefly  to  them ; but  I have  also  consulted  the  Charters  and  Patent  Rolls. 

5113.  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  Pipe-office?— Yes,  of  some 

of  them.  , . „ , r™ 

5114.  Do  you  think  the  arrangement  there  satisfactory  r— ihe  arrangement  is 
in  reigns  and  years,  but  the  situation  is  bad.  The  Pipe-office  has  been  one  of 
the  very  few  offices  where  I have  had  to  pay  anything  whatever  for  any  searches 
that  I have  made  for  a great  many  years.  What  I have  seen  in  this  office  has 
been  the  Pipe  Rolls  of  Henry  2,  Richard  1,  and  John;  and  some  few  others.  Those 
rolls  I found  in  a good  state. 

50 15.  No  one  disputes  that  the  Pipe  Rolls  are  in  a good  state  of  arrangement; 
but  I speak  of  the  other  records  in  the  Pipe-office,  and  the  other  office  at  Somer- 
set-house ? — My  researches  have  been  confined  to  the  Pipe  Rolls. 

5016.  Do  you  know,  from  your  inspection  of  the  office  merely,  whether  the 
other  records  are  in  a proper  state  of  arrangement  and  preservation  ?— I cannot 

^^5017.  Do  you  know  much  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s-office  ?— 

I have  two  or  three  times  been  there  to  examine  the  originals  merely,  and 
I cannot  speak  to  the  general  state  of  the  other  documents  there. 

5018.  In  the  searches  you  made,  were  you  successful  ? — I was. 

5010.  Did  you  ascertain  that  you  could  easily  find  the  documents  you 
were  in  search  of;  and,  generally,  that  you  could  find  whether  the  information 
you  wanted  existed  in  the  office  or  not?— I have  specified  that  it  was  only 
on  two  or  three  occasions  I have  been  there.  _ 

5020.  I want  your  experience  on  those  two  or  three  occasions  ?■  I found 
the  documents  I wanted. 

5021.  Do  you  think,  from  the  searches  you  made  on  those  occasions, 

a searcher  could  go  into  that  office  and  come  out  with  a pretty  good  confi- 
dence that  he  had  found  the  document  he  wanted,  as  in  your  case  ; or,  if  he 
did  not  find  it,  that  it  did  not  exist?— I should  apprehend  he  would  not  find 
readily  what  he  wanted  if  it  were  among  miscellaneous  documents,  as  I have 
understood;  but  this  does  not  apply  to  the  originals,  which  are  the  bulk 
of  the  records,  as  I believe,  of  the  office.  ... 

5022.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Do  you  refer  in  those  answers  to  the  position  in 
which  the  records  are,  or  their  being  in  an  unfavourable  locale,  or  to  the  arrange- 
ment in  such  place,  so  far  as  it  can  be  made  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  consulta- 
tion ? — I would  not  give  an  answer  at  all  as  to  the  state  in  which  they  actually 
are  now,  or  were  then ; it  is  long  since  I made  those  two  or  three  searches. 

5023.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  other  law 
courts  in  Westminster  Hall?— No,  I do  not. 

5024.  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  records  at  the  Carlton  Ride  ? No ; but 
I have  seen  the  same  records,  on  one  occasion,  at  the  King’s  Mews. 

5025.  Do  you  think  that  the  records  there  are  in  a satisfactory  state  of  arrange- 
ment?— The  arrangement  must  partake  in  some  degree  of  the  disadvantage  of 
the  situation. 

5026.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Is  not  that  obviously  a state  of  arrangement 
depending  upon  the  transition  from  one  place  of  deposit  to  another,  and  while 
waiting  for  a permanent  location  ? — It  is  plainly  merely  a temporary  depository 
for  those  records. 

5027.  Chairman .]  When  you  say  the  state  of  arrangement  depends  upon  that, 

do  you  know  that  they  were  ever  in  a better  state  of  arrangement  ? — They  were 
in  a very  bad  situation  at  the  King’s  Mews;  and  the  situation  is  probably  not 
now  improved.  „ mI 

0,33;.  5028.  The 
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5028.  The  answers  you  have  given  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  they 
were  in  a very  good  state  originally,  and  that  they  had  fallen  into  a state  of  con- 
fusion in  consequence  of  their  removal  ? — I do  not  think  that  my  answers  would 
lead  to  that ; I was  never  acquainted  with  the  state  of  those  records  before  their 
removal  from  Westminster. 

5029.  All  you  know  is,  that  they  are  now  in  a very  bad  state  of  arrangement? 
— I am  unable  to  speak,  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  their  present  state  of  arrange- 
ment ; they  are  not,  I should  think,  in  a proper  depository, 

5030.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  And  that  they  are  now  in  a building  which  you 
conceive  to  be  a temporary  place  of  deposit? — Yes. 

5031.  Chairman  ] Do  you  know  where  they  are  to  be  placed  ? — No. 

5032.  It  is  a temporary  place  of  deposit  that  may  last  for  ever? — I cannot  say. 

5033.  It  would  appear  from  your  evidence,  that  in  your  opinion  the  great 
mass  of  the  records,  except  those  at  the  Tower,  are  in  a very  bad  state  of  arrange- 
ment, and  very  improperly  placed ; that  the  public  are  not  properly  guided,  by 
indexes  and  calendars,  to  the  information  to  be  found  in  them ; and  that,  in  one 
instance,  the  fees  are  high  even  upon  historical  researches  ? — I have  not  stated 
any  such  facts.  I have  said  there  are  some  records  that  I cannot  speak  to;  and 
those  that  I can  speak  to,  such  as  those  at  the  Tower,  I am  perfectly  satisfied, 
from  what  I have  seen,  they  are  in  a very  good  state. 

5034.  You  have  stated  that  the  commission  works  well,  I am  endeavouring  to 
ascertain  in  what  respects  it  has  worked  well ; you  say  you  know  that  in  the 
Tower  the  arrangement  is  good  ? — I believe  it  is. 

5035.  As  to  the  other  offices  you  do  not  know  much  about  them,  but  what 
you  have  stated  is  very  unsatisfactory  ? — I am  not  aware  that  from  my  statement 
the  general  condition  of  the  records  can  be  inferred  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

5036.  You  state  that  the  commission  has  worked  well ; I want  to  know  from 
your  own  experience  of  the  commission,  first  how  it  has  worked  with  regard  to  the 
proper  disposition  and  arrangement  of  the  records,  and  next  I want  to  ask  you 
how  it  is  that  you  say  the  commission  has  worked  well  when,  according  to  the 
information  you  have  given  us,  it  appears  that  they  have  kept  the  records  in 
a bad  position  and  a bad  arrangement  ? — I think  the'  commission  has  worked 
well ; its  published  works  have  done  it  credit. 

5037.  I do  not  want  to  come  to  the  question  of  the  publications  at  present, 
but  how  it  has  worked  in  the  arrangement  and  disposition  of  the  records  ? — In 
the  arrangement  of  the  records,  of  course,  I -am  not  competent  to  say  that  all  the 
directions  that  they  may  have  given,  or  what  they  may  have  endeavoured  to  do, 
has  been  effected. 

5038.  In  which  of  the  offices,  from  your  experience,  is  the  arrangement  satis- 
factory ? — At  the  Tower. 

5039.  In  which  of  the  others? — The  Chapter-house. 

5040.  Altogether  ? — Yes ; as  far  as  I have  had  opportunities  of  judging. 
When  I have  gone  there  in  pursuit  of  literary  information  I have  received  every 
attention  I could  wish  from  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  or  Mr.  Caley,  during  his  life- 
time ; and  as  far  as  I can  judge  from  what  I have  seen,  and  the  information 
I have  received,  I have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

5041.  You  give  that  as  an  answer  applicable  to  the  Tower  and  the  Chapter- 
house? — Yes. 

5042.  Do  you  give  the  same  answer  as  to  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? — Yes. 

5043.  To  the  same  extent? — As  far  as  I have  seen.  The  Inquisitions,  for 
instance,  are  kept  in  proper  books;  but,  from  the  difference  in  the  form  of  the 
Inquisitions,  they  are  not  in  the  good  state  that  they  are  in  at  the  Tower.  There 
is  no  printed  catalogue ; a printed  catalogue  is  wanting. 

5044.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel, 
have  the  public  proper  information  by  indexes  and  catalogues,  or  by  arrange- 
ment, of  the  information  that  exists  there  ? — No ; they  have  not  any  indexes  and 
catalogues  belonging  to  the  public. 

5045.  Have  they  in  the  Pipe-office? — They  have  not. 

5046*  Have  they  in  the  Augmentation-office? — I am  not  prepared  to  say. 

5047-  You  admit  they  have  not  in  Carlton  Ride? — I cannot  answer  as  to  the 
Carlton  Ride,  where  I have  never  been  ; and  as  to  the  King’s  Mews,  I had  no 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  on  the  occasion  of  my  being  there. 

5048.  It  is  obvious  that  documents,  mixed  together  in  sacks,  without  any 
3 o .index, 
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index,  are  not  in  a very  satisfactory  state  ? — Such  documents  would  require  an 
assortment  which  might  take  years  to  effect. 

5040.  Then  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  and  disposition  ot  the  whole  mass 
of  records,  as  well  for  legal  as  for  historical  purposes,  do  you  still  say  the  com- 
mission has  worked  well?— I cannot  speak  as  to  the  arrangement  and  disposition 
of  the  whole  mass  of  records.  When  I said  the  commission  had  worked  well, 
I meant  generally  for  the  public  benefit. 

SOSO  In  what  respect?— In  its  publications,  certainly. 

: 5051.  Then  do  you  not  admit  that  the  first  duty  of  the  commission  is  to  have 
the  records  of  the  country  kept  in  a proper  state,  well  arranged  and  accessible 
without  high  fees  ?— I remember  some  years  ago  going  to  the  Augmentation- 
office,  and  I frequently  found  persons  busy  during  that  time  in  binding  and 
repairing  therecords  ; and  I have  even  since  gone  during  the  present  commission, 
and  I hive  seen  them  preparing  and  putting  the  records  into  a proper  state.  It 
is  hardly  to  be  expected  I should  give  an  answer  as  to  the  extent  of  all  the 
operations.  That  something  has  been  done,  there  is  no  doubt.  , 

5052.  That  is  only  saying  that  they  have  not  wholly  neglected  their  duties  ?— 
Of  the  many  points  to  which  they  have  to  direct  their  attention,  some  of  course 
have  had  more  consideration  than  others. 

5°53  Vou  say  the  Commission  has  worked  well.  I have  taken  what  1 call  the 
most  important  of  their  duties ; I want  to  know  from  you  how  it  has  discharged 
that  duty  ? — There  is  still  much  to  be  done. 

5054.  Can  you  say  it  has  discharged  it  well,  or  that  it  has  discharged  it  ill. — 
I really  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  give  any  other  answer  than  I have. 

5055.  I think  you  are  called  upon  to  do  so,  if  you  say  the  Commission  has 

worked  well?— I have  explained  the  sense  in  which  I used  these  words.  I have, 
in  making  use  of  its  publications,  found  them  extremely  useful  to  my  purpose ; 
and  I hope  it  will  go  on  and  publish  more.  _ . 

5056.  You  yourself  have  admitted  that  this  was  an  important  class  ot  their 
duties;  I thought  you  said  the  most  important,  that  of  providing  for  the  proper 
disposition  of  the  records,  and  the  proper  access  to  the  information  contained  in 
them ; will  you  state  whether  I am  wrong  in  that  ? — It  is  one  part  of  their  duty 
certainly,  and  an  important  part. 

5057.  Do  you  think  it  the  most  important  part? — It  is  one  of  the  most  lm- 

^ 5058.  In  saying  that  the  Commission  worked  well  you  have  not  taken  that 
element  into  consideration  ? — Yes,  I have.  I have  seen  at  the  Chapter-house  and 
Augmentation-office  improvements  going  on  in  bindings  and  reparations. 

5059.  That  is  the  only  ground  you  have  for  saying  that  they  are  doing  some- 
thing?— I cannot  say  to  what  extent.  . . 

5060.  You  do  not  know  in  what  manner  ?— I cannot  speak  with  certainty. 
I do  not  pretend  to  have  more  than  an  accidental  acquaintance  with  anything  but 


the  publications.  „ . , . , , , 

5061.  Suppose  anybody  was  to  say  that  this  arrangement,  going  on  at  the 
Chapter-house  or  the  Augmentation-office,  was  the  most  faulty  possible,  could 
you  give  any  information  upon  the  subject? — No,  of  course  I could  not. 

5062.  You  do  not  speak  to  the  mode,  but  it  has  come  under  your  observation 
that  they  are  doing  something  in  the  way  of  arranging  and  binding  ?— they  are 
attending  to  the  documents  in  the  two  offices  I have  mentioned. 

5063.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  And  you,  as  a literary  man,  connected  with  the 

law  and  antiquities  of  the  kingdom,  have  found,  on  going  to  the  Tower  and  to 
the  Chapter-house,  such  facilities  as  you  desired  upon  the  subjects  of  your  con- 
sultation?— Every  facility.  . , ,,  - 

5064.  And  you  have  seen,  in  the  course  of  your  occasional  visits  to  the  otner 

offices,  that  the  processes  of  binding  and  repairing,  cleansing  and  arranging 
records  has  been  going  on? — Yes.  ■ 

5065.  Chairman .]  That  is  in  the  Augmentation-office? — And  the  Gnaptei- 
house ; and,  I believe,  I might  apply  the  same  thing  to  the  Rolls-office.  1 have 
been  in  the  habit  of  consulting  the  records  there  for  some  years. 

5066.  Do  you  know  the  plan  upon  which  it  has  been  done?— -No. 

5067.  Is  it  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  documents?  As  far  as 

I have  examined,  and  I speak  chiefly  of  the  Inquisitions,  they  are,  at  the  Koi 
chapel,  preserved -in  books  with  strong  covers ; some  of  them  are  large,  and  tney 
are  all  properly  arranged.  5o68#  X)0 
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5068.  Do  }'ou  know  when  documents  are  wanted  at  the  Rolls  that  it  is  the 
custom  to  cut  them  out  of  the  binding,  and.  in  cutting  them  to  damp  them,  and 
very  frequently  tear  them? — I do  not  know.. 

5069.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Did  you  ever  hear  of  it  till  the  question  was  put 
to  you? — Never. 

507.0.  Chairman .]  One  of  the  questions  of  Sir  Robert  Inglis  applied  to  your 
consulting  these  documents  for  purposes  connected  with  the  law ; you  have  not 
consulted  them  for  purposes  strictly  legal  ? — No ; merely  topographical  purposes, 
or  purposes  of  archeology. 

5071.  Sir  Robert  H . Inglis.]  As  connected  with  legal  proceedings,  such  as 
the  Inquisitions  ? — Yes ; but  not  for  legal  proceedings  of  the  present  day. 

5072.  Chairman.]  You  cannot  state  at  all  as  to  how  the  documents  are  made 
available  to  those  who  want  them  for  the  purposes  of  legal  proceedings  ? — No. 

5073.  You  state  that  the  commission  has  worked  well,  without  reference  to 
anything  it  has  done  for  the  convenience  of  the  suitors  in  the  courts  of  law  ? — 
Of  course,  I have  never  had  occasion  to  go  for  any  such  purpose. 

5074.  You  think  that  the  selection  of  publications  has  been  well  made  by  the 
commissioners  ? — I think  they  are  going  on  extremely  well  in  their  selections ; 
and  I only  hope  we  shall  have  more  of  their  works. 

5075.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  publications  should  be  carried  on  in  pre- 
ference to  arrangement  ? — I think  you  may  be  doing  both  at  the  same  time. 

5076.  Suppose  there  is  a limited  amount  of  funds ; take  an  instance,  do  you 
think  it  better  that  the  commission  should  have  published  a volume  of  select 
rolls,  than  that  they  should  have  arranged  the  documents  in  the  Mews,  or  that 
they  should  have  rendered  legal  documents  available  to  the  suitors  in  courts  of 
law  ? — Of  course  the  commissioners  have  exercised  their  own  judgment  as  to 
their  proceedings,  and  they  ai*e  best  able  to  answer  that  themselves;  I like 
both  operations  to  go  on  together. 

5077.  They  have  exercised  their  discretion  ; do  you  think  it  has  been  a sound 
one? — I cannot  undertake,  without  knowing  all  the  circumstances,  to  give  a 
more  positive  answer  than  I have  already  done.  I should  be  sorry  to  see  the 
publications  suspended  till  the  records  are  all  arranged  in  all  the  offices. 

Hudson  Gurney,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5078.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn?]  YOU  are  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries? — I am. 

5079.  Have  you  employed  your  time  much  in  historical  studies,  and  particularly 
with  respect  to  topography,  genealogy,  and  family  history  ? — -In  idleness ; loosely. 

5080.  Will  you  describe  the  particular  bent  of  your  studies  ? — I find  that  a 
question  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  answer  : I have,  indeed,  answered  it  in 
two  words ; I cannot  come  nearer.  I have  wasted  many  hours  to  no  particular 
purpose,  other  than  amusing  myself  in  reading  history,  general,  local  and 
personal. 

5081.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission? — • 
Loosely  and  generally. 

5082.  Have  you  found  them  useful  in  your  inquiries  ? — I should  say  of  the 
first  necessity,  as  books  of  reference  ; as  giving  the  clue  to  researches. 

5083.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  character  of  those  publications  in  general, 
with  respect  to  English  history  ? — I am  hardly  competent  to  answer  the  question  as 
to  the  value  of  each  particular  work ; but  I should  think  many  or  most  of  them 
of  the  greatest  possible  utility,  and,  indeed,  necessity,  to  any  one  engaged  in 
researches  into  the  general  or  constitutional  History  of  England. 

5084.  I particularly  direct  your  attention  to  the  publication  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Writs ; are  you  well  acquainted  with  that  work? — I am  acquainted 
with  it. 

5085.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  information  conveyed  by  it  ? — I consider, 
it  to  contain  an  immense  mine  of  historical  information. 

5086.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  former  publication,  by  Prynne,  in  any  respect 
rendered  that  publication  unnecessary  ? — I consider  the  publication  of  Prynne  to 
be  singularly  imperfect ; that  of  Brown  Willis  perhaps  to  supply  in  some  degree 
the  deficiencies  of  Prynne  ; but  at  the  same  time  that  neither  of  them  had  at  all 
superseded  the  necessity  of  another  publication.  Indeed  I consider  the  two 
publications  of  Prynne  and  Brown  Willis  to  be  so  entirely  of  a different  nature 
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to  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  as  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  as  hardly  to  bear 
upon  the  question  of  the  utility  of  that  work. 

5087.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  Prynne’s 
work  upon  the  Parliamentary  Writs  ?— That  nothing  can  be  possibly  more  incom- 
plete ; as  to  its  accuracy,  my  own  inaccuracy  is  so  great  I do  not  attempt  to  judge 
of  it. 

5088.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  utility  of  the  Alphabetical  Digest  that 
accompanies  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  work  ?— I consider,  to  all  persons  engaged  in 
such  researches,  it  is  of  the  greatest  possible  convenience. 

5089.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board; 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  constituted  ? — I should  certainly  consider  that,  in  the 
main,  the  original  constitution  of  the  Record  Board  was  the  best  that  could  have 
been  'taken,  namely,  men  of  high  official  station  as  commissioners,  and  men  of 
eminence  to  be  employed  under  them  as  sub-commissioners,  paid  partly  by  salary 
and  partly  for  labour  performed. 

5089*.  Do  you  consider  it  advantageous  that  the  principal  commissioners 
should  be  of  the  same  description,  and  be  unpaid  ? — I certainly  do  so ; and  I do 
it  for  this  reason,  that  if  you  have  the  same  class  of  persons  as  commissioners  as 
those  who  are  alone  competent  to  the  execution  of  the  works,  I think  that  you 
would  have  persons  who  by  being  constantly  employed  in  any  one  given  pursuit, 
would  attach  to  that  pursuit  undue  importance ; and  that  in  having  commissioners 
of  the  class  which  you  have  at  present,  (persons  at  the  heads  of  the  departments 
of  the  state,  and  of  the  law),  you  have  those  who  would  be  much  better  judges, 
and  who  would  have  a much  larger  view  of  what  would  be  most  useful  for  the 
Commissioners  of  Records  to  order  the  publication  of. 

5090.  Judging  from  the  works  of  the  commissioners,  and  other  circumstances 
that  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  constitution  of 
the  board,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  executed  the  trust  reposed  in  it  ? — My 
knowledge  of  the  works  of  the  board,  and  the  manner  of  its  present  constitution 
is  so  extremely  imperfect,  it  is  a question  that  it  is  beyond  me  to  answer.. 

5091.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  rate  of  remunei'ation  which  per- 
sons devoting  themselves  to  record  publications  ought  to  receive,  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  salaries  they  might  obtain  in  other  professions  or  businesses? 

— It  is  a question  I am  perfectly  incompetent  to  answer ; of  course  in  all  pro- 
fessions there  is  a very  great  diversity  in  the  rate  of  payment;. and  that  diversity 
in  the  rate  of  payment  depends,  I imagine,  generally  to  a certain  degree  upon  the 
labour  performed,  but  also  much  upon  the  intelligence  required  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duty.  . 

5092.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  What  is  the  ordinary  salary  of  the  superior  clerks 
in  a banking-house  ? — I cannot  tell  you. 

5093.  In  a brewery  ? — I do  not  know.  I imagine  there  is  that  diversity  that 
I am  perfectly  unable  to  answer  the  question ; of  course,  where  there  is  very  great 
confidence,  and  where  there  is  direction,  there  is  a very  different  rate  of  payment  , 
to  where  there  is  merely  clerical  labour  or  common  attendance. 

5094.  Have  you  reason  to  think,  from  anything  you  know  of  the  sums  received 
by  gentlemen  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  records,  that  they  have  received 
a larger  sum  in  any  shape,  either  as  salary  or  for  work  and  labour  done,  than 
they  ought  fairly  to  have  expected  to  have  received  if  they  had  dedicated  them- 
selves to  any  profession  or  pursuit  in  which  gentlemen  could  have  been  engaged? 
— I should  certainly  conceive  that  the  sums  they  have  received  would  be  less 
than  those  received  by  any  one  prospering  in  any  other  profession. . 

5095.  You  have  been  asked  as  to  the  utility,  so  far  as  you  can  give  an  opinion 

upon  the  fact,  of  the  Alphabetical  Digest  appended  to  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; 
will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  aggregate  works,  the 
Digest  and  the  Writs,  to  the  student  in  constitutional  history  ? — As  works  of  very 
great  labour,  and  extreme  convenience  in  every  respect,  excepting  in  the  size  01 
the  volumes  in  which  they  have  been  printed.  , 

5096.  Do  you  think  that  work  ought  to  be  resumed,  and  continued;  and,  it 
so,  down  to  what  period  do  you  think  it  ought  to  be  continued  ? — I should  be 
very  glad  to  see  it  continued;  but  I am  not  able  to  answer  the  question. 

5097.  Is  there  any  break  in  the  constitutional  history  of  England,  which  you 
would  consider  as  a fair  point  at  whicii  the  publication  of  the  work  in  question 
might  terminate  ? — I am  not  competent  to  give  an  opinion ; perhaps  there  was 
a great  change  in  the  constitution  of  England  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second, 
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when  the  Act  of  5 Rich.  2,  c.  4,  finally  fixed  the  composition  of  Parliament;  but 
the  further,  in  some  shape,  these  works  could  be  carried  on,  the  more  useful  they 
would  be ; and  I must  certainly  say,  that  the  Parliamentary  Writs  ought  to  be 
carried  on  to  the  present  time,  in  some  way  or  other. 

5098.  But,  on  the  scale  on  which  it  is  carried  on,  would  you  recommend  that 
it  should  be  resumed  and  brought  down  to  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  or  any  other  period  that  might  occur  to  you  as  preferable  ? — I should 
be  very  glad  to  see  a work  of  that  nature  continued  as  long  as  it  could  be  conti- 
nued ; but  I am  not  competent  at  all  to  give  an  opinion. 

5099.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.']  You  were  speaking,  just  now,  of  the  inconvenience 
that  would  result  from  the  tendency  of  paid  commissioners  to  follow  one  line  of 
inquiry  in  preference  to  another;  if  the  commission  was  fairly  appointed,  and 
consisted  of  three  or  four  persons,  would  not  the  tendency  of  one  be  corrected  by 
the  other  commissioners? — I think  not;  and  I think  not  for  this  reason  : for  unity 
of  design  and  unity  of  execution,  be  it  in  whatever  it  may,  there  must  always  be 
one  person,  or  one  or  two  persons,  who  are  the  principal  directors.  It  does  not 
signify  how  you  constitute  the  board,  the  real  effective  direction  will  fall  into  one 
or  few  hands ; and  it  seems  to  me,  having  the  high  officers  of  State  as  you  have  at 
present,  and  the  high  authorities  of  the  law,  and  persons  whose  position  in  the 
world  gives  them  an  enlarged  view,  as  well  as  their  professional  situation  a great 
degree  of  accuracy  of  knowledge,  you  would  have  it  a great  deal  better  in  check 
under  such  a body  than  under  any  two  or  three  paid  commissioners,  who  would 
be  each  pulling  their  own  way,  and  probably  every  one  of  them  have  their  own 
favourite  object  of  pursuit;  so  that  you  would  diminish  the  control  which  you 
possess  from  the  members  of  a board  constituted,  as  at  present,  of  distinguished 
persons. 

5100.  Does  not  it  occur  to  you  that  the  increased  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
paid  commissioners,  would  be  a greater  security  to  the  public  against  a man 
indulging  his  own  propensities,  whatever  they  might  be? — No,  I think  not* 
I think  the  paid  commissioner  would  be  thinking  of  earning  his  pay  in  his  own 
trade. 

5101.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  mode  in  which  the  records  are  kept  now? 
—I  ought  to  say  I have  no  knowledge ; but  my  impression  is  that  the  records  of 
the  country  are  in  a state  in  which  many  of  them  must  be  in  very  great  danger 
of  destruction. 

5102.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  custody  is  sufficient? — l am  unable  to  state. 

5103.  Or  that  the  superintendence  on  the  part  of  the  board  is  sufficient? — 
I have  no  means  of  knowing. 

5104.  Do  you  not  think  on  the  part  of  the  paid  commissioners  the  super- 
intendence would  be  more  direct  and  effective?— I consider  that  the  superintend- 
ence, if  superintendence  there  be,  must  in  either  the  one  case  or  the  other, 
be  in  the  officers  under  the  board 

5105.  Do  you  not  think  that  those  officers  themselves  would  be  more  closely 
watched  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  if  they  were  under  the  control  of 
responsible  and  paid  commissioners?— I greatly  doubt  it. 

5106.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  JV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there 
would  be  sufficient  employment  to  occupy  the  time  of  paid  commissioners,  without 
their  interfering,  to  an  inconvenient  and  prejudicial  degree,  with  the  details  of 
the  work  of  an  editor  ? — To  the  first  part  of  that  question  I really  must  refer  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  who  asks  it,  because,  being  a commissioner,  he 
would  know'  the  fact,  of  which  I am  entirely  ignorant.  To  the  other  part,  I have 
stated  before  that  I think  a board  of  paid  commissioners  interfering  with  every- 
thing, would  be  the  worst  possible  arrangement  for  the  public  service ; but,  as 
I stated  at  the  beginning,  I am  able  to  give  but  very  loose  evidence,  because’ all 
my  acquaintance  with  these  things  has  been  in  the  way  of  amusement  rather 
than  business,  and  not  in  the  composition  of  any  specific  work,  or  in  the  exercise 
of  any  profession. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Groves,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5107.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  HAVE  your  pursuits  led  you  to  inquire  into  the 
s ate  of  the  public  records  in  Ireland? — They  have;  I was  a sub-commissioner 
0 the  public  records  in  Ireland,  from  the  year  1814  to  1830,  when  the  com- 
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mission  closed ; and  I have  since  been  engaged  in  making  searches  among  the 
records  in  Ireland,  and  to  a certain  degree  here. 

5108.  Was  it  part  of  your  duty  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  public  record 
offices  in  Ireland  ? — Not  specifically  my  duty ; that  was  more  the  business  of 
the  secretary  of  the  commission ; but  of  course,  circumstanced  as  I was,  the 
state  of  the  different  offices  there  came  very  frequently  under  my  cognizance. 

5109.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  name  some  of  those  offices  ? — There  are 
four  principal  depositories  for  records ; one  in  Dublin  Castle,  which  contains  the 
Parliamentary  Records  and  State  Papers,  and  the  records  connected  with  the 
population  of  Ireland ; those  are  the  principal  records  in  Dublin  Castle.  The 
Four  Courts  of  justice  have  most  of  the  legal  records. 

5110.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  From  what  date? — Some  of 
the  very  oldest  legal  records  are  at  Dublin  Castle ; I think  to  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  2d;  they  were  transferred  there  to  make  room  for  the 
modern  records  in  the  courts  of  justice,  but  the  rest  from  that  period  are  chiefly 
in  the  Four  Courts.  The  third  place  of  records  is  the  King’s  Inns,  where  the 
ecclesiastical  records  and  the  registry  of  deeds,  which  commences  in  the  year 
1711,  and  is  earned  down  to  the  present  time,  are  kept.  There  is  a fourth, 
a newly-formed  repository  of  records,  connected  with  the  Crown  property,  which 
were  kept  in  Dublin  Castle,  under  the  charge  of  the  auditor-general,  who  after- 
wards had  the  title  of  vice-treasurer ; and  now  the  records  that  were  there  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Custom-house  at  Dublin,  and  put  partly  in  charge  of  the 
vice-treasurer  and  partly  in  that  of  the  Board  of  Woods  and  Forests : those  are 
the  four  principal  repositories. 

5111.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  What  is  the  character  of  the  records  in  the  last 
place  ? — They  are  connected  with  the  Crown  property.  In  consequence  of  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  all  the  property  in  Ireland  was  bound  to  pay  a quit-rent  to  the 
Crown  ; and  its  collection  has  been  transferred  to  the  Office  of  Woods  and  Forests. 

5112.  What  is  the  state  of  the  records  in  those  offices  ? — The  state  of  the  records 
in  general  now  is  very  good ; they  were  in  a state  of  deplorable  confusion  and 
negligence  until  the  formation  of  the  Irish  Record  Commission  in  1810,  inso- 
much so  that  the  officer  in  some  of  the  offices  had  to  walk  over  a part,  of  the 
records  on  the  floor  to  get  at  those  they  were  in  search  of ; they  are  now,  in  most 
of  the  offices,  very  regular. 

5113.  Are  these  calendars  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  discover  any  record  you 
require? — No,  the  calendars  are  insufficient;  I think  the  great  defect  in  the 
Irish  Records  is  the  want  of  proper  calendars  and  repertories  to  come  to  a know- 
ledge of  them.  To  the  Chancery  Records  there  have  been  partial  calendars  made 
of  the  documents  therein,  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  and  the  early  Patent  Rolls ; 
and  calendars  have  been  made  to  the  Inquisitions  of  Leinster  and  Ulster,  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  searches  there  are  very  easily  made,  and  very  satisfac- 
tory ; the  commission  was  proceeding  with  the  others  when  it  was  closed.  There 
is  also  a calendar  made  of  the  grants  under  the  Act  of  Settlement,  printed  by 
the  commissioners,  which  is  in  constant  reference  by  legal  persons  and  suitors. 

5114.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  by  the  commissioners  to  supply  the  defect 
of  the  calendars? — That  was  the  great  object  of  the  commissioners;  they  pub- 
lished three  volumes  of  reports ; the  first  contained  a general  statement  of  all  the 
depositories  in  Ireland,  with  a very  short  summary  of  their  contents ; the  second 
volume  contained  a more  particular  account  of  the  contents  of  some  of  the  great 
depositories,  particularly  the  Chancery,  the  Exchequer,  and  State  Papers ; and 
the  third  volume  entered  more  particularly  into  the  contents  of  some  of  these 
depositories. 

5115.  But  still,  with  all  those  publications,  you  consider  there  is  a want  of 
books  of  reference  ? — Yes. 

5116.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn!]  What  other  publications  have 
emanated  from  that  Record  Commission  ? — There  is  a list  of  the  publications  that 
have  been  completed. 

[ Handing  in  a paper!] 


5117.  Sir  Charles  Lemon!]  Amongst  those  works,  were  there  any  original 
works  published  ? — No ; two  works  of  a substantive  nature  were  commenced ; 
one  was  an  authentic  edition  of  the  Acts  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  similar  to  that 
which  had  been  printed  for  England  and  Scotland ; it  was  prepared  with  great 
accuracy  for  the  press ; it  underwent  a triple  collation : we  have  a document  con- 
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nected  with  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  called  aTransmiss ; and  the  sub-commissioner 
appointed  to  that  duty  compared  the  Statute  Roll  in  Chancery  with  the  Parlia- 
mentary Rolls,  and  also  with  the  Transmiss,  and  prepared  a copy  from  that  for  the 
press,  from  the  earliest  period  down  to  the  Union;  and  a fair  transcript  was  made 
of  it  for  that  purpose ; but  it  was  not  printed,  the  commissioners  were  deterred 
by  the  expense. 

5118.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  JVynn.~\  Were  not  there  other  works 
printed  by  the  authority  of  the  commission  ? — No,  there  were  other  works  in 
progress  of  printing.  I have  spoken  of  the  statutes ; there  was  a collection  of 
charters  of  the  cities,  towns,  and  corporate  bodies  in  progress  of  printing ; that 
was  carried  down  to  the  reign  of  Richard  2,  when  it  was  stopped ; that  was  a sub- 
stantive work  also : all  the  others  were  works  of  reference. 

5119.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  In  what  state  was  that  work  when  stopped ; was  it 
in  the  press,  any  part  of  it? — Yes ; about  from  10  to  20  sheets ; I cannot  speak 
accurately  from  recollection  now ; about  one-fourth  of  the  whole  might  have  been 
printed.  It  was  a work  that  was  found  to  be  so  necessary  for  the  commissioners 
who  were  inquiring  into  the  corporate  towns  in  Ireland  lately,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  Record  Commission  to  assist 
them  in  their  references  to  it,  in  consequence  of  the  work  not  being  completed. 

5120.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.']  Was  there  any  other  work  in 
progress? — Yes;  the  commissioners  proposed  printing  a calendar  of  the  Patent 
Rolls  of  Chancery,  of  which  you  see  one  part  is  mentioned  in  the  paper  handed 
in  as  being  perfect,  which  goes  down  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  7 ; it  was 
then  intended  to  be  continued  on,  at  least,  to  the  Revolution,  and  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  two  sub-commissioners,  one  of  whom  was  to  carry  it  forward  to 
the  end  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  other  to  the  reign  of  Charles  1 and  James  1 ; the 
volume  between  Henry  7 and  Elizabeth  was  merely  commenced ; I believe  there 
were  about  three  or  four  sheets  printed — that  portion  of  it  commencing  with 
James  1 ; it  was  printed  to  about  two-thirds  of  a volume ; there  is  a copy  of  the 
printed  part  in  the  Rolls-office  in  Chancery,  which  is  in  constant  reference, 
though  its  utility  is  very  much  diminished  from  the  want  of  an  index,  that 
would  have  been  the  last  part  printed  ; but  the  printed  copy,  defective  as  it  is, 
is  in  constant  reference  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Rolls,  as  it  facilitates  his  inquiries. 

5121.  No  part  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  have  been  printed? — No. 

5122.  Has  any  other  work  been  printed? — None  but  the  two  provinces  of  the 
Inquisitions,  already  mentioned.  There  are  two  sets  of  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem, 
one  in  the  Exchequer,  and  the  other  in  the  Chancery.  Those  latter,  which  have 
been  printed,  for  Leinster  and  Ulster.  The  manuscript  is  all  prepared  for  the 
other  provinces,  and  for  those  in  the  Exchequer ; and  that  for  Munster  was  pre- 
paring for  the  press,  when  the  commission  was  closed;  so  that  the  Inquisitions  of 
Munster  and  Connaught,  and  the  whole  of  the  Inquisitions  of  Ireland,  which  are 
kept  in  the  Exchequer,  are  unpublished,  though  prepared  for  the  press. 

5 1 23.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis^]  In  the  Irish  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  are  the 
names  of  the  heirs  stated? — Yes. 

5124.  You  consider  that  an  important  addition  to  the  value  of  such  a work 
as  a book  of  reference? — Yes ; the  names  of  the  lands,  the  names  of  the  persons, 
the  name  of  the  heir,  and  his  connexion  with  the  party. 

5125.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Was  the  Liber  Hibernae 
printed  under  the  authority  of  the  commission  ? — It  was  commenced  under  their 
authority ; there  was  a very  valuable  set  of  books,  a Repertory  to  the  Chancery 
Documents,  made  by  Mr.  Lodge,  who  had  been  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Rolls;  after 
his  death  the  books  were  purchased  by  the  Government,  and  a pension  given  to 
his  wife  for  them ; they  were  kept  in  Dublin  Castle ; and  they  were  handed  over 
to  the  Record  Commissioners,  at  the  commencement  of  the  commission,  to  make 
what  use  they  thought  best  of  them;  and  amongst  those  was  an  account  of  all 
the  public  offices  which  he  had  cognizance  of  in  his  official  capacity  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  by  patent  or  otherwise ; he  had  formed  a repertory  to  them.  It 
commenced  from  the  earliest  period,  and  was  carried  down  to  his  death ; but  it  is 
confined,  to  the  documents  in  Chancery.  It  was  resolved  by  the  board  to  con- 
tinue this  work,  to  make  it  as  complete  as  possible,  and  carry  it  down  to  the 
present  time,  or  to  a very  late  period.  Some  difference  as  to  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  work  took  place  with  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  entrusted,.,  in 
Consequence  of  which  it  was  removed  by  him  to  London,  and  printed  here, 
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48o  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the 

Rev.  under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Goulburn,  as  I understand,  when  Chancellor  of  the 
Edward  Groves.  Exchequer. 

‘ 5126.  What  you  have  described  is  of  the  nature  of  Beatson’s  Political  Index  ^ 

15  Jane  1836.  _Yes,  that  was  the  sort  of  book  proposed  to  be  published  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Records. 

5127.  Does  it  contain  much  additional  information  to  what  is  in  Beatson’s 
Political  Index  ? — The  work  as  it  now  stands  does  contain  a great  deal  more. 

5128.  Of  what  nature? — I cannot  speak  specifically;  it  is  a book  that  has 
been  printed  but  not  published,  and  it  is  not  very  easy  to  get  access  to  it ; I can 
only  speak  positively  to  the  object  of  the  publication  by  the  Board  of  Record 
themselves,  which  was  to  make  a book  similar  to  Beatson’s  Index. 

5129.  And  this  is  printed  in  the  largest  folio  ? — In  the  same  size  that  all  the 
record  works  were  printed,  large  folio. 

5130.  You  are  not  then  cognizant  of  the  other  contents  of  the  work? — Not 
so  as  to  speak  positively  of  them. 

5131.  Does  not  it  contain  a new  edition  of  Captain  Rock? — I believe  there 
are  extracts  from  Captain  Rock ; it  commences  with  the  history  of  Ireland  down 
to  the  Union ; I forget  whether  it  is  continued  beyond  that  period ; and  there  is 
a kind  of  supplement  or  illustrations  extracted  from  Hardy’s  Life  of  Lord  Char- 
lemont,  and  I think  from  the  Memoirs  of  Captain  Rock. 

5 1 32.  Is  there  not  also  a pamphlet,  published  in  the  year  1807,  upon  the  state 
of  Ireland,  supposed  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Croker? — Yes. 

5133.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  think  that  such  works  as  you  have  men- 
tioned throw  some  light  upon  the  history  of  Ireland? — No  doubt  everything 
that  refers  to  history  throws  light  upon  it ; the  question  is  a question  of  time 
and  expense ; the  work  was  spoken  of  in  the  Record  Commission,  and  the 
secretary  was  very  anxious  to  have  a work  something  of  the  same  nature;  it 
was  discussed  there,  and  there  was  a kind  of  prospectus  drawn  up  (of  which 
I have  the  manuscript,  but  not  here  with  me),  with  the  remarks  of  the  different 
gentlemen  inclined  to  take  part  in  it.  When  the  secretary  came  over  here 
with  an  annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  he  consulted  The  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  at  that  time  Mr.  Abbott,  who  was  very  anxious  about 
records ; and  his  answer  was  that  the  work  might  be  a very  good  one,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  make  themselves  publishers ; 
and  it  was  dropped.  The  original  plan  of  making  a repertory  to  the  offices 
of  Ireland  was  adhered  to. 

5134.  Sir  Charles  Lemoni]  You  were  speaking  just  now  of  the  state  of 
these  record  offices ; are  the  documents  there  easily  accessible  to  the  public  ? 
— Yes,  they  are. 

5135.  And  with  respect  to  the  fees?— There  is  some  reason  to  complain 
of  the  fees,  they  are  very  unequal  in  different  offices.  I have  taken  a short 
memorandum  of  the  fees  charged  when  I was  taking  out  copies  of  records ; 
and  I find  in  one  office  the  registry  of  deeds — a copy  of  16  sheets,  I paid  9 s.  6d. 
for;  in  the  Prerogative,  for  a copy  of  13  sheets,  10s.;  in  the  Rolls,  12  sheets, 
9s.  8 Id.;  in  the  Chief  Remembrancer’s-office,  17  sheets,  17s.  6d.;  the  Vice- 
Treasurer’s-office,  eight  sheets,  1/.  9 s.  4 d.;  so  that  the  fees  there  are  much 
greater  than  those  in  the  other  offices.  And  there  is  another  hardship  to  suitors : 
it  is  necessary  in  Ireland,  when  a document  is  brought  forward,  if  it  had  been 
for  any  time  out  of  the  possession  of  the  person  who  is  to  prove  it,  he  must 
recompare  it,  and  have  it  re-attested  by  the  proper  officer ; and  the  general  rule 
for  re-attesting  it,  which  consists  of  the  officer  signing  his  name  to  it,  is  the 
payment  of  half  fees ; and  therefore,  for  one  document  I took  out  of  the  Vice- 
Treasurer’s  office  for  a suit  going  on  here,  I paid  1 0 1. 1 s. ; and  for  re-attesting  I paid 
oL  Os.  6 d.,  which  I think  a hardship.  Here  is  the  statement  of  the  fees  ( handing 
in  a paper ) I paid  for  different  documents.  The  re-attesting  in  the  Registry- 
office  was  1 s.  or  Is.  6 d. 

5136.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  upon  the  restriction  in  obtaining  copies 
of  those  documents ; or  are  sufficient  facilities  given  in  copying  documents  for 
legal  purposes? — Yes,  generally  speaking;  I think  there  is  in  one  of  the  offices 
a deficiency  of  knowledge  of  the  old  record  hands.  I have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  copying  records  myself,  in  consequence  of  the  person  who  has  the 
charge  of  them  not  being  sufficiently  skilful  in  deciphering  them ; but  that  is 
an  exception  rather  than  a general  rule. 

5137.  Besides  the  ordinary  fees  of  the  office,  are  there  any  other  fees  paid  for 
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the  inspection  of  calendars  claimed  to  be  private  property? — I think  there  are ; Rev. 

you  go  to  the  office  and  pay  5 s.  in  some  offices,  and  2 s.  4 d.  in  others ; in  the  Edward  Groves', 

Chancery,  for  that  you  have  a right  to  look  through  their  books  and  calendars  

and  repertories.  ' 15  June  1836. 

5138.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  to  the  Committee 
respecting  the  Irish  records  ? — No,  I think  not. 

Thomas  Stapleton,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5 1 39.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  HAVE  you  been  engaged  in  a course  of  historical  Thomas  Stapleton y 

inquiries ; and  in  the  prosecution  of  such  inquiries,  have  you  had  occasion  to  Es1-  F-3-A- 
make  use  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have  been  engaged  

in  a course  of  historical  inquiry  to  elucidate  the  connexion  between  Normandy 
and  England,  by  collecting  every  particular  relating  to  the  Anglo-Norman 
barons,  who  held  baronies  by  tenure  in  England,  and  also  fiefs  in  Normandy, 
and  who,  up  to  the  reign  of  John,  were  the  chief  persons  of  the  realm ; and 
I consider  that  the  history  of  those  great  barons  is  in  fact  a general  history  of 
the  country,  and  that  any  inquiry  relating  to  them  will  elucidate  the  general 
. history. 

5140.  In  the  course  of  that  inquiry  have  you  had  occasion  to  make  great, 
constant,  and  frequent  use  of  the  commissioners’  publications  ? — I have. 

5141.  Will  you  specify  the  publications  of  the  commission  to  which  you  have 
had  more  immediate  reference  ? — There  is  that  of  the  Rotuli  Normaniee,  which 
has  a direct  bearing  upon  the  subject  upon  which  I am  engaged,  and  which 
I have  been  under  the  necessity  of  pei-using  over  and  over  again  ; it  was  quite 
indispensable.  Also  the  early  Pipe  Rolls,  and  all  those  records  which  ard 
anterior  to  the  6th  of  John,  when  the  connexion  with  Normandy  ceased,  by  the 
conquest  of  Philip  Augustus. 

5142.  Chairman .]  Are  there  any  other  publications  to  which  you  have 
referred  ? — There  are  the  Close  Rolls  and  Patent  Rolls  where  they  relate  to  suffi- 
ciently early  a period. 

5143.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Have  you  found  that  those  works  were  of 
essential  importance  to  you? — Yes  ; it  would  otherwise  be  impossible  for  me  to 
accomplish  what  I have  undertaken  to  do.  I have  been  over  the  several  archives 
in  Normandy,  at  Caen,  Rouen,  St.  Lo,  and  the  Hotel  Soubise  at  Paris. 

5144.  Have  you  such  an  acquaintance  with  the  great  mass  of  the  records  in 
this  country  as  to  enable  you  to  say  that  the  selection  made  in  respect  of  the 
publications  during  the  last  30  years,  under  the  successive  commissions,  lias 
been  judicious  or  otherwise  ? — I should  say  the  most  judicious  possible  ; because 
they  begin  with  the  earliest  record  of  the  series ; and  if  anything  can  be  learnt 
respecting  that  early  period  upon  which  there  is  less  general  information  to  be 
gathered,  the  publishing  the  records  entire  is,  I should  say,  the  most  judicious 
possible  manner  of  performing  their  duties. 

5145.  Does  your  acquaintance  with  the  general  course  of  historical  inquiry 
enable  you  to  say  whether  you  think  it  has  been  influenced  beneficially  by  the 
labours  prosecuted  under  the  authority  of  the  commission  ? — I should ' sav, 
certainly. 

5146.  Without  undervaluing  any  other  object  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
commissioners  might  be  directed,  do  you  or  do  you  not  consider  that  they  have 
exercised  a sound  discretion,  [they,  and  their  predecessors  under  former  commis- 
sions], in  publishing  the  series  of  works  exhibited  as  the  record  publications  of  Eng- 
land?— I think  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  of  late  years  are  a great 
improvement  upon  those  of  former  years ; they  have  been  produced  with  very  great 
rapidity.  The  only  way  we  have  of  judging  of  the  efficiency  of  the  commis- 
sioners is,  from  seeing  the  quantity  published ; there  have  been  three'  or  four 
volumes  published  in  the  course  of  a few  months. 

5147.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  accuracy  with  which  the  great  mass  of  those 
works  have  been  produced? — I think  the  late  ones  have  been  extremely  accurate. 

I am  very  well  acquainted  with  records ; I know  the  hand,  and  am  now  engaged 
in  editing  a record  for  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  I know  the  difficulty  in 
reading  and  collating  them.  Taking  all  that  into  consideration,  I will  say  that 
what  they  have  done  has  been  done  extremely  well.  - But  I refer  to  those  of  late 
years.  I do  not  think  that  the  calendars  of  the  Inquisitions,  or  the  Abbreviate 
Placitorum  were  well  done ; they  are,  however,  mere  calendars,  and  not  sub- 
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stantive  works;  the  publishing  the  record  entire  is  the  great  excellence  of  the 
more  recent  works  of  the  commission.  . , 1*1 

5148  With  what  period  would  you  begin  those  works  to  which  you  attach 
the  greatest  importance  ?— The  Pipe  Rolls  are  most  important;  they  give  you 
the  clearest  view  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  regard  to  its  jurisprudence,  as  they 
contain  the  return  of  every  sheriff.  I do  not  think  that  any  publication  could  be 
of  more  importance.  They  might  be  published  entire  for  the  first  years;  and 
when  they  get  too  voluminous,  as  they  do  in  the  time  of  John,  you  should  find 
some  gentleman  of  great  literary  eminence,  acquainted  with  topography,  and 
who  could  look  over  and  see  that  the  selections  were  properly  made : it  would 
not  do  to  entrust  them  to  an  editor  who  could  only  read  the  handwriting. 

040  Did  the  course  of  your  inquiries  lead  you  to  refer  much  to  the  edition 
of 'the  Parliamentary  Writs,  published  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave?- Yes;  I have 
made  some  parochial  collections  with  regard  to  parishes  m Yorkshire,  which 
I am  connected  with  by  circumstances  of  property  and  family,  and  m the  course 
of  those  researches  I have  had  occasion  to  make  use  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s 
book  and  I should  call  it  a perfect  work.  I do  not,  however,  say  that  it  would  not 
have  been  desirable  to  give  a larger  quantity  of  original  matter  for  the  sum  of 
money  the  work  cost,  the  digest  taking  up  the.  greater  part  of  the  volume;  but 
as  a work,  setting  aside  the  question  of  cost,  in  the  supposition  that  you  have 
abundance  of  funds,  it  is  perfect  as  far  as  the  arrangement  of  the  materials  goes. 

5150.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Alphabetical  Digest  to  which  you  have 

referred,  as  appended  to  these  Parliamentary  Writs?— I think  when  a.  person  is 
making  these  researches  he  does  not  require  all  those  facilities ; the  antiquarian  is 
generally  actuated  by  zeal  sufficient  to  make  him  willingly  put  up  with  some 
degree  of  labour.  , , 

5151.  And  the  fault  consists  in  the  extraordinary  facility  which  such  Alpha* 
betical  Digest  affords  to  the  inquirer  ? — Y es,  inasmuch  as  it  is  superfluous. 

5152  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  publication  of 
the  Parliamentary  Writs ; and,  if  you  regard  it  as  expedient  to  be  continued,  can 
you  state  to  the  Committee  any  period  down  to  which  you  would  consider  its 
continuation  to  be  specially  desirable? — It  is  most  desirable  that  it  should  be 
continued,  leaving  out  the  Alphabetical  Digest.  It  is  sufficient  to  have  an  index 
of  persons  and  places;  and  it  might  well  be  continued  down  to  the  reign  of 
Henry  7,  or  even  later. 

5153.  Do  you  think  that  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commissioners 

generally  have  or  have  not  had  a tendency  to  diffuse  a knowledge  of  historical 
literature  in  this  country  ?— Yes,  certainly,  a great  tendency.  ' 

5 1 54.  Chairman.']  Among  whom,  and  how  ? — Amongst  all  persons  that  take 
an  interest  in  the  early  feudal  customs  and  manners  of  the  people, _ 111  the  modes 
of  assessment  of  taxes,  and  in  the  creation  of  the  revenue ; and,  in  fine,  in  all 
those  sorts  of  inquiries  very  necessary  for  an  historian. 

5l55-  When  you  say  these  works  have  had  a tendency  to  diffuse  that  know- 
ledge, among  how  many  people  has  it  diffused  it?-*— I cannot  say  how  many 
people  devote  their  attention  to  it,  but  it  is  a growing  study  among  the  people; 
you  can  see  that  by  the  penny  magazines,  which  are  frequently  publishing  some- 
thing relating  to  archeology.  . . . . . ..  . . 

5156.  Do  you  think  that  that  turn  in  the  penny  magazines  is  to  be  attributed 

to  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission?— Yes.  . 

5157.  That  the  people  who  inserted  those  articles  in  the  penny  magazines  bad 
taken  them  from  the  works  of  the  Commissioners? — Yes,  directly;  I should  think. 

5158.  You  consulted  the  Norman  Rolls,  and  some  other  works . Yes. 

5159.  In  France  you  consulted  others  ? — Yes. 

5160.  Were  the  French  works  you  consulted  printed  ? — No. 

5161.  Where  did  you  consult  them  ? — In  the  archives  at  Rouen. 

5iti2.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  of  access  to  then!?— No,  none  whatever; 
but  there  is  no  arrangement,  nor  any  catalogue.  I chiefly  examined  the  aM11" 
ments  of  the  monastic  bodies,  and  they  were  merely  put  together,  and  lettere 
such  and  such  an  abbey ; but  they  are  all  in  a heap,  in  boxes  or  bundles. 

5163.  If  the  Norman  Roll  had  been  made  easy  of  access  in  the  ongma , 
I need  not  ask  you  whether  you  could  have  read  it? — Yes,  perfectly.  . 

.5164.  What  would  have  been  the  difficulty  if  it  had  been  in  a convenien 
building,  and  perfectly  accessible,  in  your  reading  it  there  ?— None,  except  as  0 
a voluminous  roll  of  that  sort,  you  cannot  be  supposed  to  wade  through  it  10 
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the  mere  purpose  of  finding  out  what  it  may  contain,  when  you  have  nothing  to  Thomas  Stapleton, 
o-uide  you  to  any  particular  part,  and  can  only  guess  at  its  contents.  Es<L  F 8 A- 

° 5165.  Do  you  not  think  that  a zealous  antiquarian  would  undertake  that  ~ 

labour  ? — Not  a series  of  Pipe  Rolls.  I hope  you  have  seen  one ; there  are  18  or  15  June  1 3 

20  membranes,  each  about  five  feet  long. 

5166.  Do  you  not  think  if  transcripts  were  made  of  them,  that  they  would 
afford  all  the  assistance  that  the  antiquarian  requires  ? — Not  without  a particular 
index  of  persons  and  places. 

5167.  Supposing,  instead  of  having  those  volumes  printed,  and  giving  so 
much  to  people  to  edit  them,  you  had  these  rolls  transcribed  in  a shape  in  which 
it  was  easv  to  read  them,  and  they  were  placed  among  the  public  records  in  the 
country,  would  not  historians  then  have  every  access  to  them  ? — No  doubt. 

5168.  What  appears  to  you  to  be  the  utility  of  printing  those  records  which 
are  referred  to  by  very  few  people,  who  could  as  easily  consult  them  at  a public 
repository  ? — I think  that  the  few  competent  to  judge  are  always  to  be  preferred 
to  the  many  who  are  ignorant  of  these  matters,  in  all  literary  questions ; and 
they  know  the  utility  of  publishing  these  records. 

5169.  The  question  is  as  to  the  expenditure  of  public  money ; do  you  think 
that  this  money  should  be  expended  for  the  advantage  of  a very  few  people  ? — 

We  look  to  the  educated  part  of  the  community  in  preference  to  any  other,  and 
it  is  for  their  benefit. 

5170.  You  think  the  public  money  should  be  spent  for  the  benefit  of  the 
educated? — Yes. 

5171.  As  a general  principle? — Yes,  in  questions  of  this  kind;  you  are  not 
supposed  to  be  printing  them  for  the  benefit  of  labourers. 

5172.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  The  whole  question  having  reference  to  works 
to  be  conducted  by  a commission  of  the  present  kind,  or  some  other  public 
authority,  in  reference  to  matters  of  law  and  history,  and  the  constitutional 
archeology  of  the  country? — Yes,  certainly. 

5173.  Chairman .]  These  are  works  which  you  say  after  all  are  available  to 
very  few ; I wanted  to  know  whether  you  thought  that  the  convenience  to  those 
few  was  such  as  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of  money  which  was 
requisite  ? — I should  say,  certainly ; if  you  are  to  go  upon  the  mere  question  of 
numbers  you  can  do  nothing. 

5174.  You  admit  that  the  public  money  ought  to  be  spent  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  at  large? — Yes. 

5175.  Is  it  of  such  public  importance  that  a few  antiquarians  should  have 
a little  more  or  less  ease  that  the  expense  should  be  gone  to  ? — Yes,  I think  so 
individually ; and  it  is  a question  of  political  economy,  inasmuch  as  it  aids  the 
spread  of  general  instruction. 

5176.  You  think,  individually,  that  the  convenience  of  the  antiquarians  ought 
to  be  consulted  at  the  expense  of  the  public? — Yes,  I think  it  is  a very  proper 
expenditure  of  public  money;  and,  if  it  is  an  object  to  add  to  our  numbers, 

I think  it  will  have  that  effect. 

5177.  In  what  way  did  you  consult  the  printed  works  of  the  commission  ; did 
you  purchase  them  ? — Yes,  I purchased  all  I have ; all  the  late  publications. 

5178.  Is  not  that  a very  considerable  expense  ? — £.12.  or  14  Z. 

5179.  For  the  whole? — What  I have  purchased  are  the  octavos;  I did  not 
purchase  the  Doomsday,  or  the  large  folios. 

5180.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  You  have  given  an  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  assuming  the  intrinsic  value ; have  you 
reason  to  think  that  the  commercial  value  is  such,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
book-market  in  England,  that  any  individual  bookseller  would  have,  as  a specu- 
lation, sufficient  encouragement  to  undertake  it  ? — Certainly  not ; and  I do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  for  any  individuals  to  publish  records,  (which  I should  have 
been  anxious  to  have  done  as  to  the  Norman  Rolls,)  and  cover  his  expenses  at  the 
same  time ; you  might  by  personal  favour,  and  getting  a subscription,  secure 
yourself  beforehand  ; but  as  an  ordinary  speculation  you  could  not. 

5181.  Have  not  other  nations  printed,  at  the  public  expense,  the  records 
of  their  respective  countries  ? — The  records  at  Caen  were  all  sorted  by  Monsieur 
D’Anisy,  and  he  printed  a catalogue  of  them ; but  that  was  done  at  the  expense  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

5182.  Does  the  experience  of  that  individual  at  Caen,  to  whom  you  have 
referred,  justify  you  in  applying  to  the  case  of  France  the  opinion  you  have 

0.33.  3 p 2 expressed 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


484 

Thomas  Stapleton,  expressed  in  regard  to  England,  that  *the  publication  of  records  would  not 
Esq.  y.s.A.  answer  as  a matter  of  individual  speculation  ? — Exactly  so  ; and  still  the  publica- 

• tion  of  it  shows  that  in  other  countries,  as  well  as  in  this,  the  publication  of 

3-5  'June  l836-  records  is  thought  a matter  of  great  importance. 

5183.  Chairman .]  But  it  shows  also  that  the  publication  is  carried  on  without 
the  aid  of  the  government  ? — It  does  in  this  instance. 

5184.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Have  you  reason  to  think,  looking  at  the  size  of 
the  work  to  which  you  have  referred  the  Committee,  that  there  would  be  found 
in  the  same  country  an  equal  supply  of  zeal  and  money  to  carry  on  the  publica- 
tion of  works  of  an  analogous  character,  and  corresponding,  in  size  with  the 
record  publications  of  England  ? — No,  not  to  that  extent ; nothing  of  the  kind. 

5 1 85.  What  is  the  extent  of  all  the  records  which  have  ever  been  printed  by  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  in  London,  contradistinguishing  the  records  from  the 
miscellaneous  papers  inserted  in  the  Archasologia  ? — I only  know  the  Wardrobe 
Accounts  and  the  Household  Accounts  of  Edward  3. 

,5186.  And  that  in  the  period  of  the  last  40  years? — Yes,  they  were  edited 
by  Mr.  Topham,  in  1787. 

5187.  Chairman .]  The  Society  of  Antiquaries  has  not  expended  its  funds  in 
publishing  records,  but  in  publishing  other  works  of  general  interest? — At  the 
present  moment  it  has  commissioned  myself  to  edit  the  Norman  Rolls ; therefore, 
at  the  present  moment  they  are  expending  their  funds  in  the  publication  of 
records,  acting  upon  the  precedent  of  the  Wardrobe  Accounts. 

5188.  So  that  though  they  expend  some  money  upon  the  publication  of 
records,  the  greater  mass  of  their  money  is  expended  in  works  of  general 
interest? — Yes. 

5189.  Can  you  speak  to  the  accuracy  of  the  works  you  have  consulted? — Yes. 

5190.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  When  I asked  you  about  the. records  published 
by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  did  you  understand  me  as  referring  to  them  in  the 
strict  legal  sense  of  the  word,  or  merely  as  ancient  historical  documents  ? — As 
historical  documents,  original  documents  in  Latin  or  English,  in  distinction  from 
papers  the  compositions  of  members. 

5191.  Chairman.]  Have  you  collated  those  works  with  the  originals? — No, 

I have  not. 

5192.  How  can  you  tell  that  they  are  correct? — From  my  local  knowledge  of 
the  names  ; and  I can  generally  tell  whether  there  is  a solecism. 

5193.  Could  you  tell  whether  the  Close  Rolls  were  accurate? — Yes,  certainly. 

5194.  From  your  local  knowledge  of  Normamfy,  you  could  tell  whether  they 
are  accurately  printed  ? — Yes,  most  of  them  are  precepts  for  which  there  is  a 
running  form;  the  great  object  is  to  be  accurate  in  the  names  of  persons  and 
places,  and  it  is  by  having  a local  knowledge  that  you  are  able  to  speak  to  it. 

5195.  The  Rotuli  Selecti  was  one  of  the  works  of  the  present  commission? — Yes. 

5196.  Is  that  accurate? — No,  the  sheets  are  not  accurate;  but  there  is  a very 
valuabie  errata  which  supplies  the  deficiencies. 

5197.  How  many  pages  of  errata  are  there? — Two  or  three. 

5198.  Do  you  think  that  a good  plan  of  publishing  a work  ? — No ; but  it  shows 
the  diligence  of  the  commissioners  ; the  work  had  been  printed  in  a hurry,  and 
they  did  not  like  to  destroy  the  copies  that  had  been  struck  off';  they  employed 
a competent  person  to  collate  it,  and  printed  an  errata. 

5 1 99.  That  is  an  odd  way  of  showing  diligence  in  correcting  errors  that  ought 
never  to  have  been  made  ? — It  might  have  been  to  perfect  a work  that  had  been 
printed  some  time  back,  when  they  had  a less  experienced  editor. 

5200.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  so  ? — I know  that  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
another  editor. 

5201.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  were  both  employed  by  the  present  com- 
mission?— No,  I am  not  aware  of  that.  When  you  employ  a man  you  consider 
him  competent,  but  he  will  not  always  turn  out  to  be  so. 

5 202.  You  speak  of  this  as  being  a proof  of  the  attention  of  the  commissioners 
(it  is  rather  an  expensive  one,  and  an  awkward  one),  that  they  employed  an  incom- 
petent person  in  the  first  instance  who  made  great  mistakes,  and,  upon  their 
.being  pointed  out,  they  corrected  them ; would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have 
secured  the  services  of  a proper  editor  at  the  commencement? — Certainly. 

.5203.  Do  you  know  that  they  took  sufficient  means  of  that  kind? — They  acted 
upon  the  usual  recommendations,  I suppose ; the  errors,  when  discovered,  were 
corrected.  ,r 

5204.  You 
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5204.  You  think  that  the  work  was  printed  in  a hurry,  and  that  the  errors  Thomas  Stapleton, 

were  discovered  and  corrected  afterwards  ? — I think  it  was  better  to  print  the  Esq.  f.s.a. 
work  with  a list  of  errata,  than  to  have  given  it  to  the  public  as  a correct  work.  

5205.  But  when  you  praise  the  diligence  and  attention  of  the  commission,  do  *5  June  *836* 
you  not  think  that  diligent  and  attentive  people  would  have  taken  pains  to  secure 

a good  editor  in  the  first  instance  ? — That  would  have  been  the  better  way. 

5206.  Do  you  know  whether  they  took  proper  pains  to  accomplish  that  object? 

No,  I have  no  means  of  knowing. 

5207.  Without  having  any  means  of  knowing  whether  they  took  proper  pains 
to  secure  a competent  editor,  it  being  evident  that  they  employed  an  incompetent 
one,  you  praise  them  for  their  diligence  ? — I praise  them  for  their  diligence  in 
correcting  the  errors,  when  discovered. 

5208.  Do  you  not  think,  before  you  praise  the  diligence  of  the  commissioners, 
you  should  inquire  whether  they  showed  that  diligence  in  a sufficiently  early  stage, 
or  whether  it  came  too  late  ? — Yes. 

5209.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  last  answers  have  been  given  with  reference 
to  one  particular  work  ? — Yes. 

5210.  A state  of  things  has  been  assumed  in  respect  to  which  you  have  given 
your  answers ; are  you  able  of  your  own  knowledge  to  state  to  the  Committee 
anything  upon  the  subject? — No,  I am  not  acquainted  with  the  manner  or  mode 
of  conducting  the  business  of  the  commission,  I_merely  judge  from  the  book  itself. 

5211.  Chairman .]  The  Chancellor’s  Roll ; do  you  know  whether  that  is  an 
accurate  publication  ? — I have  looked  it  through,  but  I cannot  speak  decisively 
on  that  head.  I have  not  paid  so  much  attention  to  it  as  to  the  others,  but 
generally  speaking  it  appears  to  be  a very  fair  work ; there  are  however  a good 
many  errata. 

Hudson  Gurney,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

5212.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  DID  you  hear  the  answers  recently  given  on  the  Hudson  Gurney, 

subject  of  the  publications  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  ? — Yes.  Esq. 

5213.  Do  you  as  vice-president  concur  in  the  general  tenor  of  those  answers,  1 " 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  discretion  exercised  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  in 
having  printed  what  may  be  called,  if  not  records,  historical  documents  of  a some- 
what analogous  character,  namely,  the  Wardrobe  Accounts,  in  the  course  of  the 

last  40  years? — I can  only  state  that  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  has  no  funds 
for  the  publication  of  records ; their  funds  hardly  suffice  for  the  publication  of 
such  communications  as  are  made  to  them  ; with  their  accompanying  plates. 

5214.  Is  it  the  fact  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  40  years  they  have  exercised 
a discretion  in  the  publication  of  not  more  than  three  or  four  documents  which  can 
be  regarded  in  any  sense  as  historical  records,  as  distinguished  from  original 
communications  by  living  members  ? — My  recollection  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries does  not  go  back  to  40  years ; but  I can  distinctly  state  that  the  society 
does  not  profess  to  publish  records ; it  has  no  funds  for  that  purpose. 

5215.  It  could  not  consistently  appropriate  its  funds  to  that  purpose  ? — It  has 
no  funds  so  to  appropriate. 

5216.  Chairman ] The  Society  of  Antiquaries  expends  its  own  money,  and  not 
the  public  money  ? — Unquestionably. 

5217.  Being  in  that  predicament,  it  has  published  not  records  but  other  works  ? 

— Certainly. 

5218.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  From  your  experience  of  the  sale  of  the  publica- 
tions,  do  you  think  that  it  is  likely  to  answer,  as  a matter  of  speculation,  to  an 
individual  bookseller  to  publish  such  works,  as  distinct  from  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries? — I conceive  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  any  individual 
bookseller  to  publish  any  series  of  records,  such  as  would  be  published  by  the 
government  of  a country. 

5219.  Chairman.']  Do  you  say  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  a bookseller,  as 
a pnvate  speculation,  to  publish  any  more  information  from  the  records  than  we 
nave  now? — Yes;  a bookseller  could  only  print  extracts. 

1 7^22°’  y°u  ^ink  that  such  a work  as  Von  Raumer’s  Letters  of  the  1 6th  and 
1 centuries,  containing  extracts  from  records,  could  not  be  published  with 
a prospect  of  success? — I mean  to  say,  that  a private  bookseller  will  only  publish 
ia  which  will  sell,  and  sell  rapidly;  and  that  the  Government  of  the  country  is 
ound,  or  those  acting  for  the  Government  of  the  country  are  bound  to  publish 
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that  which  is  really  for  the  public  instruction,  and  which  will  not  sell ; or  rather 
which  will  sell  very  slowly. 

5221.  I ask  merely,  whether,  in  your  opinion,  if  the  public  had  free  access  to 
the  records,  works  on  the  plan  of  Von  Raumer  s Letters,  which  are  extracts  from 
a great  mass  of  very  valuable  records,  and  of  a nature  to  interest  the  public,  would 
not  be  published  as  a private  speculation,  and  sell  r Unquestionably  there  may 
be  extracts  made  from  records  that  would  sell ; but  referring  the  public  to  the 
record  itself  would  not  answer  the  purpose,  because  the  public  could  not  read  it. 

5222.  Do  you  not  think  that  facilities  afforded  to  the  public  to  have  such  pub- 
lications prepared  for  them  by  men  of  learning  would  be  very  beneficial  ? — I look 
upon  it  that  constitutional  knowledge,  and  general  knowledge  of  English  history, 
has  been  extremely  advanced  by  that  which  has  been  done  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Records,  and  which  could  not  have  been  done  by  any  individuals  whatever. 

5223.  Do  you  not  think  that  what  has  been  done  by  an  individual,  Von 
Raumer,  or  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  in  such  publications  as  those,  has  had  a very  good 
effect  ? — Certainly. 

5224.  And  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  give  the  public  greater  facilities  for 
having  such  works  prepared  ? — I consider  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  have 
facilities  for  the  compilation  of  such  works ; but  that  nothing  has  been  done  so 
much  to  augment  that  facility  as  the  publications  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Record  Board. 

5225.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Could  the  public  have  greater  facilities  for  the 
publication  of  such  a work  as  that  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  to  which  your  attention  has 
been  directed ; or  for  the  publication  of  parts  of  V on  Raumer’ s last  book,  which  has 
been  extracted  from  the  stores  in  England,  than  they  now  at  this  moment  possess? 
— I presume  not. 

5226.  Did  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  in  the  publication  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  exercise  the  privilege  belonging  to  him  as  the  principal  librarian  of  the 
British  Museum;  or  did  he  do  that  which  any  other  literary  man  with  equal 
diligence  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  r — With  equal  diligence  and 
equal  intelligence.  The  British  Museum  was  open  to  every  one. 

5227.  So  far  as  regards  the  publication  of  the  State  Papers  from  the  State 
Paper-office,  a work  analogous  to  the  publication  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  and  certain 
parts  of  Von  Raumer,  has  it  had  a sale  answering  to  its  extrinsic  merits? — 
I consider  the  two  last  volumes  from  the  State  Paper-office,  relating  to  Ireland, 
to  be  what  has  given  us  a more  perfect  view  of  the  situation  of  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  than  we  had  ever  possessed ; and  I am  told  that  their  sale  has  been 
extremely  limited. 

5228.  In  other  words,  do  you  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  there  is 
a class  of  literature  and  a class  of  legal  and  archaeological  knowledge,  which  it  is 
very  desirable  to  have  perpetuated  in  print,  and  so  laid  open  to  every  one,  which 
yet  is  not  likely  to  answer  as  a mercantile  speculation  to  any  individual  pub- 
lisher or  any  body  of  publishers  ? — Unquestionably  I do. 

.5229.  Chairman .]  Do  you  think  that  one  of  the  first  duties  that  a government 
owes  to  the  people  is  to  print  the  records  ? — I consider  that  one  of  the  first  duties 
that  a government  owes  to  its  people,  after  the  preservation  of  internal  peace, 
may  be  the  diffusion  of  instruction.  I consider  that  the  manner  in  which  instruc- 
tion is  at  this  moment  generally  diffused  is  merely  by  compilations  from  existing 
works ; and  therefore,  unless  the  Government  will  take  upon  themselves  to  pub- 
lish original  and  true  sources  of  information,  you  come  constantly  to  the 
dilemma,  either  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  repetition  of  error  in  all  which  relates 
to  our  internal  history,  or  to  come  to  that  which  appears  to  some  persons  to  be 
desirable,  the  total  want  of  knowledge  of  anything  that  has  passed  in  times 
anterior  to  our  own. 

5230.  As  the  Government  of  this  country,  after  providing  for  the  internal 
peace,  has  got  10,000Z.  to  spare  for  the  next  object,  of  instructing  the  people, 
you  think  that  it  should  be  spent  in  publishing  the  ancient  records  ? — I think  that, 
before  the  people  can  be  instructed,  it  is  necessary  to  instruct  the  instructors. 

5231.  In  history  alone? — I have  said  nothing  of  history  alone;  I mean  that 
the  instruction  of  the  people  does  not  solely  consist  in  multiplying  school-books. 

5232.  The  question  would  be,  whether  you  would  not  better  instruct  the 
instructors  by  making  the  records  generally  accessible  than  by  printing  them  ? 
— I see  no  other  mode  of  making  them  generally  accessible  than  by  putting 
them  into  print. 

5233.  The 
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5233.  The  object  being,  to  make  a certain  quantity  of  historical  knowledge 
accessible  to  the  learned  man ; which  is  the  best  way,  printing  a few  works,  or 
making  all  accessible  ? — I think  you  should  gradually  proceed  in  both. 

The  Rev.  James  Morton,  b.  d.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5234.  Chairman .]  YOU  are  Vicar  of  Holbeach,  and  Prebend  of  Lincoln? — 
I am. 

5235.  Are  you  the  author  of  a work  called  “ The  Monastic  Annals  of  Teviot- 
dale”?— Yes. 

5236.  Have  you  any  fact  to  state  to  the  Committee  respecting  the  sale,  for 
waste-paper,  of  the  publications  of  the  commission? — Yes;  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  3 834  I purchased  some  goods  from  a grocer  and  draper  in  Holbeach, 
which  were  sent  home  wrapped  up  in  printed  paper,  which  drew  my  attention, 
from  being  in  Latin  and  in  a type  representing  the  contractions  usually  found 
in  ancient  manuscripts ; upon  further  examination  I found  it  to  be  a leaf  taken 
out  of  one  of  the  publications  of  the  Old  Record  Commission.  I went  to  the 
grocer,  Mr.  Hoff,  and  asked  him  where  he  got  it ; he  told  me  he  had  bought 
some  hundred  weight  from  a stationer  in  Aldgate,  whose  name  he  mentioned. 
He  showed  me  several  volumes,  among  which  were  the  ‘ Valor  Eeclesiasticus,’ 
the  ‘ Originalia,’  and  the  ‘ Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem;’  and  he  also  was  so  obliging 
as  to  send  copies  to  my  house,  that  I might  inspect  them  more  at  leisure. 

5237.  Copies  of  the  whole  work  ? — No;  the  beginnings  and  ends  were  torn 
out ; there  were  no  title-pages. 

5238.  How  many  pages  were  torn  out? — I cannot  say,  perhaps  five  or  six. 

5239.  With  that  exception  were  the  works  perfect?' — Yes;  I went  with  the 
intention  of  purchasing  some  of  them,  if  I had  found  them  perfect ; but,  finding 
in  them  the  defects  I have  mentioned,  I did  not  do  so. 

5240.  Did  these  works  appear  to  have  been  used  ? — They  had  not  been  soiled 
or  fingered  in  any  way ; they  appeared  perfectly  new. 

5241.  Had  they  been  bound? — No;  they  had  been  in  boards,  but  the  boards 
were  torn  off. 

5242.  They  did  not  look  as  if  used  at  all? — No;  and  the  maps  were  in  the 
Valor  Eeclesiasticus. 

5243.  Where  did  he  say  they  came  from  ? — From  a stationer  in  Aldgate,  whose 
name  he  told  me,  but  I have  forgotten  it. 

5244.  Did  you  make  any  further  inquiry  about  these  works? — I intended  to 
make  inquiries  when  I came  to  town;  but  when  I passed  through  London  about 
two  years  ago,  on  my  way  to  the  Continent,  it  went  out  of  my  mind ; and  I have 
not  been  in  town  again  till  a fortnight  since. 

5245.  You  heard  from  the  grocer  he  had  a hundred  weight  of  them  ? — I believe 
he  had  several  hundred  weight ; they  were  used  in  his  shop  for  a long  while 
afterwards-,  and  I do  not  know  that  they  are  yet  exhausted ; I think  I saw  some 
not  long  ago. 

5246.  This  is  the  way  in  which  these  documents  are  diffusing  historical  in- 
formation all  over  the  country  ? — It  appears  so,  and  I was  very  sorry  to  see  it. 

5247.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglisi]  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  at  what  period 
of  the  year  this  sale  took  place  ? — The  period  of  the  year  when  I saw  them  must 
have  been  in  January  or  the  beginning  of  February  1834. 

5248.  Did  the  person  in  whose  possession  you  saw  them  state  to  you  the  name 
of  the  party  in  London  from  whom  he  had  procured  them? — Yes,  he  did  ; and 
I could  very  easily  obtain  the  name  from  him*. 

5249.  Are  you  aware  that  within  a year  of  the  period  to  which  you  have 
referred,  it  was  resolved  to  sell  the  publications  which  had  issued  from  the  press 
under  the  former  commission  ? — I had  heard  something  of  it. 

52.50-  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  original  publication  of  the  works  issuing  from 
the  press  under  the  Record  Commission,  1,500  copies  were  ordinarily  printed? — 
I was  not  aware  how  many  copies  were  printed. 

5251.  Then 


June  17th.  Since  this  examination  took  place,  I have  caused  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  find  that 
,,,®  n^me  Oie  firm  in  Aldgate,  from  whom  Mr.  Hoff  purchased  the  copies  in  question,  is  Jones  and 
^ iggins,  who  perfectly  remember  the  transaction.  In  confirmation  of  this  evidence  they  say  that 
ey,  lor  their  share,  bought  from  Baldwin  and  Cradock,  five  tons  weight  of  the  publications  of  the  Record 
cmmission ; and  that  a stationer  in  Lothbur),  named  Gibbons,  bought  a much  larger  quantity. 
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5251.  Then  perhaps  you  are  not  aw&re  that  the  number  was  subsequently 

reduced  ? — No,  I was  not.  . 

5252.  You  are  not  aware  that  of  volume  two,  for  instance,  a less  number  was 
printed  than  of  volume  one  ? — No. 

5253.  You  cannot  state  to  the  Committee  how  far  the  works  you  saw  were 
“ wasted,”  to  use  a technical  phrase,  on  account  of  there  being  necessarily  a 
larger  number  of  one  volume  than  of  the  remaining?—  No,  I cannot. 

5254.  You  cannot  state  how  many  of  those  works  have  been  printed,  or 
whether  it  was  the  first  or  the  second  volume  ? — No.  I had  no  desire  to  have  the 
volumes  in  my  possession,  as  they  did  not  bear  upon  my  pursuits  at  the  time ; 
therefore  when  Mr.  Hoff,  out  of  civility,  sent  them  to  me,  I did  not  examine  them 
minutely.  They  formed  a pile,  reaching  from  the  seat  of  the  chair  on  which 
they  happened  to  be  placed  above  the  back. 

5255.  Chairman .]  Was  the  Valor  complete?— I cannot  say  ; there  were  leaves 

torn  out.  . 

5256  Was  the  Originalia  perfect  ?— No;  it  also  had  lost  leaves  in  the  same  way. 

5257.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  You  do  not  know  whether  they  had  been  “ wasted” 
in  consequence  of  their  having  been  in  that  state  before  they  left  London  ? — That 
I cannot  say. 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

5258.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  HAVE  you  been  in  the  practice  of  consulting 

and  advising  with  the  Commissioners  on  the  progress  of  your  works,  so  as  to  obtain 
their  opinions  and  assistance  ?— Very  much,  from  the  first  beginning  of  the 
commission  to  the  present  time.  „ 

5259.  What  assistance  have  you  obtained;  and  from  whom  r— -I  have  had 
assistance  in  every  way  in  which  a sub-commissioner  could  receive  it  from  chief 
commissioners.  The  'individuals  from  whom  I have  received  that  assistance 
were,  or  are,  Lord  Canterbury  (the  late  Speaker),  the  late  Lord  Redesdale,  the 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Williams  Wynn,  the  late  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Mr.  John 
Allen,  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  Mr.  Protheroe,  and  Mr.  Utterson ; and  I have  received 
assistance  from  those  individuals  in  various  capacities.  When  I was  first 
appointed,  Lord  Canterbury  sent  for  me,  and  examined  me  very  much  upon  the 
nature  of  my  work  and  plan.  He  entered  very  much  into  it,  and  he  understood 
the  subject  as  a scholar  and  a gentleman : I was  always  much  struck  with 
his  clear  and  scholarlike  views  upon  what  may  be  called  the  literature  of 
records.  It  was  also  my  practice,  previously  to  the  general  meetings  of  the  board, 
to  prepare  reports ; of  which  I used  to  send  copies  to  those  commissioners  who 
took  an  interest  in  the  publications.  One  of  these  copies  I always  sent  to  Lord 
Canterbury ; and  I always  used  to  attend  him,  before  the  meetings  of  the  board, 
so  as  to  prepare  myself  to  give  an  answer  to  any  question  that  might  be  put  to 
me.  During  the  subsistence  of  the  old  board  I always  used  to  attend  at  The 
Speaker’s  house  upon  the  annual  meeting,  and  if  anything  occurred  that  required 
explanation  I was  called  in  by  the  board.  When  it  was  proposed  to  proceed  to 
publish  the  Parliamentary  Writs  I prepared  various  specimens  of  the  text  of 
works,  and  of  the  Digests  and  Calendars  ; those  were  submitted  to  The  Speaker, 
and  he  selected  those  which  he  thought  most  advisable.  Throughout  the  whole 
existence  of  that  commission,  when  any  questions  or  difficulties  arose,  I was  in  the 
habit  of  applying  to  him  for  directions  or  advice,  and  I always  found  him  most 
ready  to  attend  to  me.  Lord  Redesdale  took  a very  active  interest  in  the  publi- 
cations of  the  commission.  He  had  many  doubts  at  first  as  to  the  publication  of 

. the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  and  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; and  I was  repeatedly  in 
the  habit  of  attending  him,  upon  his  request : he  investigated  the  contents,  and 
discussed  the  matter  frequently,  both  viva  voce  and  in  writing.  He  corresponded 
very  extensively  with  me  upon  the  subject;  and  I have  now  many  letters  written 
by  him  concerning  the  publications  upon  which  I was  engaged.  With  the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Williams  Wynn  I have  been  in  constant  communication ; and 
I believe  that,  from  the  time  I was  appointed,  scarcely  any  one  month  has  elapsed, 
when  he  has  been  in  town,  when  I have  not  had  interviews  with  him  upon 
subjects  relating  to  my  publications,  and  upon  which  I have  taken  his  opinion  ; 
and  also  very  particularly  with  respect  to  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  very  great  knowledge  of  Parliamentary  matters.  He  has  always 
taken  a warm  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  commission,  sparing  neither  time 

nor 
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nor  trouble,  nor  exertion.  With  Mr.  John  Allen  I have  also  been  in  very 
constant  communication;  no  work  which  I have  published  since  he  became 
a commissioner  has  been  undertaken  except  under  his  examination  ; he  has  very- 
kindly,  and  most  ably,  given  me  his  assistance  and  opinion  upon  all  historical 
subjects ; and  upon  those  points  his  correspondence  with  me  is  of  very  great  value 
in  an  historical  point  of  view,  for  whenever  any  question  has  arisen  upon  the 
publications,  or  upon  the  facts  that  they  disclosed,  he  has  given  me  his  opinion 
upon  it.  I send  him  proof  sheets  for  inspection  when  any  point  of  difficulty 
or  curiosity  arises. 

5260.  Did  the  late  Sir  James  Mackintosh  enter  into  similar  communications 
with  you? — Yes;  in  a general  manner,  but  not  in  detail.  My  works  embrace  a 
period  anterior  to  his  favourite  points  of  inquiry ; though  I had  a great  deal  of 
general  good  advice  from  him,,  still  he  did  not  give  me  that  assistance  which 
persons  long  accustomed  to  antiquarian  inquiries,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term, 
would  do. 

5261.  Did  you  have  similar  communications  with  Mr.  Hallam,  another  of  the 
commissioners  r — With  him  not  much.  I have  had  general  conversations  with 
him  upon  the  character  that  my  publications  ought  to  assume ; I have  sometimes 
heard  his  opinions,  but  I have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  him  proof  sheets. 

5262.  Has  Lord  Aberdeen,  another  of  the  commissioners,  taken  any  special 
interest  in  the  works  which,  under  the  authority  of  the  commission,  you  have 
carried  on  ? — Lord  Aberdeen  has  not  interfered  since  the  formation  of  the  New 
Commission.  I do  not  think  he  has  ever  taken  his  seat  under  it ; but,  under  the 
Old  Commission,  I . received  a great  deal  of  very  valuable  assistance  from  him, 
not  in  the  way  of  minute  inquiry,  but  as  to  the  general  management  and  conduct 
of  the  work.  I should  say  that  his  advice  has  always  been  of  considerable  use 
to  me ; and  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  with  whom  I used  to  consult  before 
the  sittings  of  the  board. 

5263.  You  consider  that  the  commissioners  you  have  named  are  persons  who 
have  contributed  to  the  efficacy  of  the  works  published  under  the  authority  of 
the  commission,  so  far  as  your  own  personal  communication  extends  ? — All  in 
their  several  degrees,  but  very  particularly  Mr.  Williams  Wynn  and  Mr.  John 
Allen ; Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  and  Mr.  Utterson,  both  of  whom  are  gentlemen  well 
acquainted  with  art  and  antiquities  in  general,  have  been  of  considerable  use  to 
me  since  the  New  Commission,  in  advising  upon  the  artists  for  the  works  ; and 
Mr.  Utterson  also  in  directing  in  what  manner  the  more  valuable  documents  in 
the  Chapter-house  should  be  preserved;  Mr.  Protheroe  has  very  frequently 
called  upon  me  and  inspected  the  binding,  and  given  me  his  opinions  upon  the 
general  management  of  my  official  affairs. 

5264.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  several  works  published  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  commission,  by  the  other  gentlemen  employed  by  them? — I believe 
I am  acquainted  with  all  of  them. 

5265.  What  is  your  opinion  of  their  utility  ? — I should  say  that,  to  give  an 
opinion  of  their  utility  you  must  take  them  in  the  mass;  and,  altogether,  they 
disclose  a mass  of  information,  which,  with  all  its  faults,  is  perfectly  unrivalled  in 
literature  as  a collection  of  documents,  as  illustrating  the  particular  history  of  a 
country.  With  the  exception  of  what  has  been  recently  done  in  France,  I am 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  all  the  historical  and  palaeographical  works  of  other' 
nations,  and  I am  not  aware  that  any  one  of  them  has  produced  any  set  of ' 
works,  of  the  same  nature  and  character,  that  can  be  at  all  compared  to  them.  - 

5266.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  think  that  those  who  have  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  under  the  Record  Commission  have  exercised  a sound 
discretion  in  the  selection  of  works  to  be  published,  and  in  the  selection  of  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  the  task  of  editing  those  works  has  been  confided  ?— That 
answer  must  be  given  with  some  qualification : I consider  that  in  most  instances 
(not  all)  they  have  exercised  a sound  discretion  according  to  the  information 
which  they  possessed,  or  which  they  could  possess,  acquire,  or  could  have  acquired 
at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  works. 

5267.  With  respect  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  question,  the  choice  of  editors; 
generally  speaking,  do  you  think  that  those  who  have  managed  the  affairs  of  the 
commission  have  exercised  a sound  discretion  in  the  choice  of  the  gentlemen  to 
wiiom  they  have  confided  the  execution  of  the  works? — Yes,  with  the  same 
qualification  I stated  before.  According  to  the  knowledge  they  had  or  could 
possess.  Gentlemen  in  their  situation  must  rest  on  the  information  which  they 
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receive  from  others,  or  upon  general  character.  With  every  care,  they  may 
occasionally  he  mistaken. 

5268.  Do  you  consider  that  the  works  which  have  been  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  commission,  are  works  which  could  have  been  undertaken  by 
booksellers  as  matters  of  private  speculation,  or  by  associated  booksellers?— 
Certainly  not.  , , , . , A . . 

5260.  If  it  were  desirable  that  they  should  be  printed  at  all,  is  it  your  opinion 
that  they  must  have  been  printed  at  the  public  expense? — They  could  not  have 
been  printed  in  any  other  manner. 

5270.  Do  you  approve  of  the  plan  of  printing  with  the  contractions?— Yes, 

I do,  and  that  after  very  deliberate  consideration ; because,  by  printing  in  con- 
tractions, you  remove  almost  all  the  detriment  that  may  arise  from  the  inaccu- 
racy of  transcribers  or  editors  ; if  the  work  is  printed  in  contractions,  although 
the  transcriber  or  editor  himself  may  not  have  been  able  to  read  the  word,  still 
anybody  who  is  in  the  slightest  degree  conversant  with  record  publications,  or  who 
can  have  any  interest  in  using  them,  can  upon  perusal  correct  the  errors  of  the 
press  with  almost  as  much  safety  as  if  he  had  the  record  before  him ; and  there- 
fore, although  in  many  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  there  are  errors 
of  names  of  persons  and  places,  and  in  some  instances  of  words  in  the  text,  yet, 
speaking  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I can  state  that  I have  never  yet  found  an  error 
that  I could  not  very  often,  say  in  99  cases  out  of  100,  have  corrected  without 
referring  to  the  original  record ; but  when  you  print  in  extenso,  those  advantages 
are  lost.  I will  quote  a very  curious  instance  of  an  error  in  the  original  Rymer. 
There  is  in  the  Chapter-house  a document  by  which  Bruce,  the  Steward  of  Scot- 
land, and  others,  submitted  after  their  rebellion  to  the  authority  of  Edward  l ; 
and  in  the  printed  Rymer  it  ends  with  these  words,  in  French,  escrit  a Sin 
William.  In  consequence  of  this  colophon,  Lord  Hales,  and  all  the  other  writers 
on  Scottish  history,  have  concluded  that  this  submission  was  notified  to  Sir 
William  Wallace,  in  order  that  he  might  avail  himself  of  it.  Rymer,  I must 
inform  the  Committee,  is  printed  in  extenso,  and  not  in  contractions.  Now,  in 
the  original  document,  the  word  which  he  has  read,  when  extended,  as  “ Sire 
William,”  is  the  word  Irewin  or  Irwin ; but  he,  by  mistaking  the  tail  of  the.  I for 
an  S,  and  supposing  that  the  i and  n,  which  are  formed  by  parallel  strokes,  were 
an  m,  he  has  extended  the  whole  into  “ Sire  William ; but  if  he  had  printed 
diplomatically,  with  contractions,  anybody  could  have  seen  where  the  error 
arose.  . . 

5271.  Has  that  error  been  corrected  in  the  new  edition  of  Rymer? — No,  it 

has  not.  . . 

5272.  You  consider  another  advantage  of  printing  with  contractions  is,  that 
it  multiplies  copies  of  the  original,  and  renders  them  almost  as  available?— 
Yes,  and  it  affords  great  protection  against  the  errors  of  transcribers;  it  enables 
any  reader,  of  any  critical  sagacity,  to  restore  the  text..  As  I have  said  before, 

I think  that  there  are  very  few  errors  in  the  record  publications,  which  anybody 
who  can  use  the  books  at  all  cannot  rectify  for  himself. — [The  Witness  produced 
two  Memorandum-hooks,  and  then  made  the  following  statement  f\  I beg  to  give 
the  following  evidence,  in  correction  of  my  former  evidence  with  regard  to  my 
employment  at  the  Tower : Upon  my  retainer'  by  the  Commission  upon  the 
existing  terms,  I opened  a memorandum-book,  in  which  I have  kept  an  account 
of  each  day’s  employment,  from  that  time  to  the  present.  I came  to  the  Tower 
the  26th  of  March  i833,  the  25th  being  a holiday;  upon  that  day  I began  to 
work  upon  the  Ancient  Correspondence,  which  has  been  noticed  in  my  iormer 
examination.  1 continued  employed  upon  the  correspondence  at  the  Tower,  and 
upon  other  things  then  in  progress  by  the  Commission ; and  also  occasionally  at 
the  Chapter-house.  About  the  4th  or  5th  of  September  1833  I removed  two  ol 
my  clerks  to  the  Chapter-house;  and  from  that  time  I gave  more  and  more 
attendance  at  the  Chapter-house,  because  I had  nothing  to  print  from  in .the 
Tower.  About  the  26th  September  I finished  the  collection  of  Ancient  Cor- 
respondence at  the  Tower,  which  has  since  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Cooper:  it 
would  make  two  or  three  volumes.  In  October  1833  I generally  attended  at  the 
Tower  and  Chapter-house  on  alternate  days.  From  the  4th  November  I went 
on  principally  at  the  Chapter-house.  About  this  time  we  went  to  press  with  the 
* Curiae  Regis.’  I have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  our  sheets  and  cor- 
recting the  indexes  of  the  record  publications  in  the  evening.  During  the  whole 
sitting  of  the  Municipal  Commission,  I attended  almost  every  day  either  at  the 
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Tower  or  the  Chapter-house;  I had  the  latter  opened  for  me  at  eight  in  the  Sir F.Palgrave.- 
morning- ; I was  not  then  keeper,  but  I arranged  the  matter  with  the  messenger,.  — - — ■ 

o-iving  him  something  for  his  trouble:  and  scarcely  a day  elapsed  during  the  15  June  1836. 
sitting  of  the  Municipal  Commission  on  which  a sheet  was  not  passed  in  some, 
one  Sage  through  the  press.  The  correction  of  the  Curiae  Regis  was  very 
troublesome.  The  transcription  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  at  the  Tower  went 
on  till  a short  time  after  my  appointment  to  the  Chapter-house.  In  April  1834, 
the  transcription  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  at  the  Tower  was  completed. 


Veneris , 17°  die  Junii,  1 836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

Mr.  Pusey.  Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.  | Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


John  Murray,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5272.  The  Right  Hoii.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  YOU  have  been  for  many  years  John  Murray,  Esq. 

engaged  in  publications  ? — Yes.  

5273.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — 17  June  1836. 

Yes ; I have  seen  about  a dozen  volumes. 

5274.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  they  are  such  as  could  be  undertaken  by  any 
private  individual,  or  by  any  combination  among  booksellers?- -Certainly  not. 

5275.  Do  you  apprehend,  1 will  not  say  absolutely  without  exception,  but  that 
the  greater  part  of  them  could  have  been  undertaken  with  any  prospect  of  remune- 
ration ? — Certainly  not  the  greater  part  of  them. 

5276.  I believe  you  have  conducted  the  sale  of  the  collection  of  State  Papers 
printed  from  the  State  Paper  Office? — I have. 

5277.  I believe  the  first  volume,  and  the  second  volume,  in  two  parts,  has  been 
published? — Yes. 

5278.  They  contain,  I believe,  the  correspondence  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  and 
other  interesting  documents,  and  the  correspondence  relative  also  to  Ireland,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  8th? — Yes. 

5279.  What  number  of  copies  of  that  work  have  you  sold  r— I have  made  a 
memorandum  of  it,  the  copies  of  the  State  Papers  sold.  Of  vol.  1,  large  paper, 
four  copies;  ditto,  small  paper,  74  copies.  Vol.  2,  int  »6  parts,  large  paper,  none; 
ditto,  small  paper,  only  37.  They  were  published,  vol.  1,  April  11,  1831;  vol.  2, 

April  28,  1835. 

5280.  The  price  which  was  placed  upon  that  volume  was  not  larger  than  the 
type  and  paper  would  in  the.  usual  course  of  trade  require? — I was  consulted  about 
the  price,  but  I was  not  informed  of  the  expenses. 

5281.  Was  the  price  greater  than  you  usually  place  upon  a volume  of  that  size? 

— By  no  means  so  much. 

5282.  Then  you  think  that  the  price  is  rather  lower  than  higher  than  publica- 
tions of  that  size  generally  bear  in  the  market? — Much  less. 

5283.  Chairman .]  What  is  the  price  of  one  of  these  volumes  of  the  State  Papers  t. 

— Vol.  i sells  at  3 £ guineas,  large  paper  ; the  small  paper,  two  guineas. 

5284.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  What  number  of  pages  does  it 
contain? — Upwards  of  900  pages  the  first  volume.  Vol.  2,  large  paper,  sells  for 
five  guineas,  the  small  paper  three  guineas. 

5285.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  pages  they  contain  ? — Vol.  2,  in  two  parts, 

1,186  pages. 

5286.  I believe  that  work  has  not  been  sent  in  general  to  the  public  libraries ; 
can  you  state  what  number  of  copies  have  been  given  away? — No;  all  that  was 
conducted  by  the  State  Paper  Office ; I had  not  instructions  to  send  any  except 
the  usual  number  of  1 1 copies  to  Stationers’  Hall,  which  were  sent  there  by  me. 

5287.  Chairman .]  Do  you  think  that  the  small  sale  that  these  volumes  have  had 
is  attributable  to  any  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public  in  historical  infor- 
mation, or  to  causes  peculiar  to  the  works  themselves?— As  far  as  I am  capable  of 
judging,  I do  not  think  the  want  of  sale  arises  from  a want  of  taste  in  the  public 
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John  Murray,  Esq.  for  historical  information  ; but  I think  the  book  would  have  sold  better  in  a cheaper 
■ - form,  and  in  octavo. 

*7  June  183 6.  5288.  You  attribute  the  want  of  sale,  not  to  the  want  of  interest  in  the  public 

upon  the  subject  of  which  it  treats,  but  to  its  form  and  expensiveness? — Yes. 

5289.  The  second  volume,  large  paper,  costs  five  guineas,  and  of  that  you  sold 
no  copy  ? — None. 

5290.  Did  you  sell  any  copy  of  the  third  volume  in  the  large  paper? — The 
second  volume  is  divided  into  two,  and  sold  together. 

5291.  Five  guineas  each? — No,  for  the  two. 

5292.  Of  that  volume  that  costs  five  guineas  you  have  sold  no  copies  whatever  ? 

< — None. 

5293.  But  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  reduced  to  three  guineas  how  many  copies 
did  you  sell  ? — Thirty-seven. 

5294.  The  first  volume  was  two  guineas  ? — Yes,  the  small  paper. 

5295.  Of  that  you  sold  74? — Yes. 

5296.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  do  you  think  that  for  a work  not  of 
light  literature,  sold  at  an  average  of  two  guineas,  and  forming  a portion  of  a very 
•expensive  set,  of  which  the  public  could  not  see  at  that  time  how  soon,  or  at  what 
cost,  it  would  be  completed,  that  74  copies  was  such  a very  small  sale? — Yes,  it 
certainly  was. 

5297.  Under  those  circumstances? — People  have  a great  objection  to  quarto 
volumes ; it  was  put  at  an  exceedingly  low  price  to  tempt  people  to  buy,  but  they 
will  not  buy  quarto  volumes. 

5298.  They  were  both  quarto  volumes  ? — Yes,  both  large  and  small. 

5299.  For  a quarto  volume,  published  at  two  guineas,  and  being  the  first  of  a 
very  expensive  series,  do  you  at  all  wonder  that  the  public  would  not  buy  more 
than  74  copies  ? — I should  have  thought  the  interest  of  the  volume  would  have 
induced  many  more  to  be  sold. 

5300.  Coupling  that  with  the  idea  that  it  was  part  of  a set  of  which  the  expense 
would  be  very  great? — Yes ; I think  the  sale  exceedingly  small  indeed. 

5301.  Did  you  ever  publish  any  other  quarto  volume  at  the  price  of  two  guineas, 
•being  part  of  a series  of  which  the  continuation  appeared  indefinite  at  the  time?— 
For  instance,  the  quarto  voyages  and  travels. 

5302.  What  price  was  that  published  at? — Some  of  them  as  high  as  4 J guineas, 
with  a great  number  of  plates. 

5303.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  At  what  price  was  the  supple- 
ment to  the  Hacluyt’s  V oyages  published  ? — I do  not  know. 

5304.  Chairman.]  At  the  time  the  first  volume  was  published,  was  it  known  how 
many  more  would  be  published  ? — I do  not  know.  I published  Franklin’s  Voyage; 
that  is  complete  in  itself;  or  rather  I began  with  Parry  or  Ross. 

5305.  They  are  complete  in  themselves? — Yes. 

5306.  I may  have  Parry  in  my  library,  but  is  it  not  incomplete  without  Franklin  ? 
— I have  no  recollection  of  publishing  a series  of  volumes  in  quarto  of  which  the 
extent  was  uncertain. 

5307.  The  Right.  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  At  what  price  was  Southey’s 
■*  Peninsular  War’sold ; thatappeared  in  successive  volumes? — £.2. 105.  a volume. 

5308.  Are  those  volumes  of  the  bulk  of  the  first  volume  of  the  State  Papers? — 
Not  quite  so  thick ; I think  it  is  very  nearly,  because  it  is  upon  much  thinner 
paper  than  the  State  Papers.  The  volumes  contain  from  800  to  900  pages. 

5309.  Chairman.']  Did  you  publish  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Constitutional  His- 
tory?— Yes,  I did. 

5310.  Was  that  in  quarto  ? — Yes. 

5311.  Did  it  come  out  volume  by  volume? — No,  the  first  volume  was  so  bulky, 
It  was  divided  into  two ; therefore  it  is  volume  1,  in  two  parts. 

5312.  Was  the  first  part  published  by  itself? — No,  both  parts  together. 

5313.  The  first  volume  is  in  a great  measure  composed  of  records? — The  first 
part  of  the  volume  is  historical,  and  the  second  of  documents — proofs  and  illustrations. 

5314.  You  published  that  work  as  a private  speculation  ? — Yes,  I did. 

5315.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn^]  The  first  volume  of  the  State 
Papers  contains  the  Correspondence  of  Cardinal  Wolsey? — Yes. 

5313.  Is  it  not  therefore  complete  in  itself? — No. 

5316.  Chairman.]  Is  it  not  published  as  the  first  volume? — Yes. 

5317.  So  that  in  a library  it  would  look  incomplete  without  the  second? — Yes. 

5318.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  think  if  the  publication  had  contained  documents  of 
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William  3d,  it  would  have  found  a readier  sale  ? — I do  not,  because  the  transac- 
tions of  the  reign  of  Henry  8th  are  more  frequently  the  subject  of  discussion  than 
those  of  William  3d  , which  are  better  known.  I do  not  therefore  think  the  later 
one  would  have  succeeded  better. 

5319.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Will  you  inform  the  Committee 
at  what  price  you  apprehend  the  first  volume  could  have  appeared  if  it  had  been 
printed  in  octavo  1 — That  depends  entirely  upon  the  expenses,  and  the  number 
printed,  and  the  notion  which  the  publisher  may  have  of  its  sale.  I do  not  think 
I would  have  undertaken  it  on  my  own  account  to  have  printed  it  in  octavo;  the  two 
volumes  could  not  have  been  published  for  less  than  305. 

5320.  If  the  first  volume  had  been  printed  in  octavo  ? — It  would  have  made  two 
volumes,  which  could  not  have  been  sold  for  less  than  15  s.  each. 

5321.  You  have  mentioned  the  unwillingness  of  the  public  to  buy  quarto  publi- 
cations?— Yes. 

5322.  Is  not  that  a very  recent  occurrence  ? — Within  two  or  three  years. 

5323.  Prior  to  that  time  most  of  the  historical  publications  that  appeared,  the 
first  editions,  were  printed  in  quarto? — Yes,  almost  all  of  them;  Hume,  Gibbon, 
down  to  Sharon  Turner  and  Lingard. 

5324.  Lingard  and  Hallam? — Yes,  Hallam  appeared  in  quarto. 

5325.  Henry  ? — Henry  in  quarto,  and  Robertson  in  quarto ; but  all  these  are 
popular  histories,  whilst  the  books  in  question  consist  for  the  most  part  of  docu- 
ments from  which  popular  histories  are  formed. 

5326.  Did  you  find  the  publication  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  work  afford  you 
remuneration  ? — It  was  at  a great  loss. 

Owen  Rees,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5327.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  YOU  have  for  many  years  been 
engaged  in  the  publication  of  works  ? — I have  been  engaged,  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Longman,  between  30  and  40  years. 

5328.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  publications  of  the  nature  of  those  of  the  Record 
Commission  could  be  conducted  either  by  an  individual  or  by  any  combination 
among  booksellers  with  a fair  prospect  of  return  ? — I should  say  certainly  not, 
with  any  prospect  of  profit. 

5329.  Do  you  think  with  a prospect  of  remuneration,  so  as  to  avoid  loss  ? — I 
should  say,  not  with  the  least  prospect  of  it;.  We  had  the  sale  of  the  record  works 
for  some  years,  and  the  demand  was  very  trifling  indeed,  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expense  of  warehouse  room  ; of  the  folio  records  I speak. 

5330.  Is  the  price  placed  upon  the  volume  of  the  State  Papers  at  all  a remune- 
rating price  ? — Certainly  not ; indeed  we  were  consulted  as  to  the  price  at  the  time. 

5331.  Is  there  any  unnecessary  expense  in  the  preparation  of  that  work  ? — Not 
unnecessary  expense.  I should  say  the  expense  of  composition  is  great,  from  the 
quantity  of  old  English,  which  is  expensive  printing.  The  compositors  are  obliged 
to  be  paid  a better  price  for  the  composition  of  old  English  than  the  language  of 
the  day. 

5332.  Has  the  cost  of  publishing  that  volume  been  in  any  respect  unnecessarily 
great  ? — I should  say  not,  considering  the  size  of  the  paper ; there  is  a superfluous 
expense  in  printing  the  two  sized  papers. 

5333-  But  the  small  paper  is  not  a more  splendid  volume  than  quartos  usually 
are? — We  printed  Holinshed  and  other  chronicles  upon  the  same  size  paper. 

5334-  Did  you  find  the  reprint  of  those  chronicles  a work  which  remunerated  you 
for  your  expense  ? — There  was  at  that  time  a considerable  demand  for  books  of 
that  description,  which  is  not  the  case  at  present,  and  we  sold  a sufficient  number 
to  remunerate  us  for  the  reprints. 

533 5-  Do  you  conceive  the  form  of  those  volumes  of  State  Papers  upon  small 
paper  to  be  in  any  respect  more  expensive  than  the  reprint  of  the  Chronicles  ? — Yes, 
they  are  more  expensive,  because  they  are  printed  in  a larger  type,  and  not  so  full 
a page,  and  on  better  paper. 

533^-  At  what  price  do  you  think,  supposing  that  work  had  been  printed  exactly 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  reprint  of  the  Chronicles,  it  could  be  sold  per  volume  ? — 
I calculate  they  could  not  be  sold  for  less  than  they  are  sold  at  present ; two  or 
three  guineas  a volume. 

5337*  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  consider  there  is  a very  active  demand  for  historical 
works  on  the  part  of  the  public  at  present  ? — Not  for  collections  of  papers  or  docu- 
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Owen  Rees,  Esq.  ments,  certainly  not ; the  public  look  more  to  books  of  interest ; books  of  reading ; 
those  we  should  consider  merely  books  of  reference. 

17  June  1836.  5338.  What  description  of  historical  works  are  most  in  demand? — Such  works 

as  histories  of  different  countries  and  biography. 

5339.  Extensive  histories,  or  small  ones  ? — Not  extensive,  but  rather  the  more 
limited  in  extent. 

5340.  Do  you  allude  to  the  description  of  history  you  find  in  Dr.  Lardner’s 
Cyclopedia  ? — Yes  ; the  history  of  England  and  others  in  that  work  have  sold  to 
a considerable  extent. 

5341.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  interest  of  the  public  is  chiefly  confined  to  these 
small  publications  ? — Yes,  principally. 

5342.  Chairman .]  Do  you  think  that  the  eagerness  of  the  public  for  the  original 
documents  on  which  history  is  founded  is  at  all  less  than  it  ever  was  at  any  former 
period  ? — Yes,  considerably  less. 

5343.  Original  letters  ? — Yes. 

5344.  What  period  are  you  speaking  of  ? — Almost  any  period ; there  is  very 
little  demand ; the  public  are  satisfied  with  having  references  to  such  works  in 
public  libraries  like  the  British  Museum,  where  they  have  access  to  them. 

5345-  You  have  stated  that  the  eagerness  of  the  public  was  less  now  than  at 
former  periods  for  this  kind  of  reading ; can  you  state  that  the  eagerness  at  former 
periods  is  proved  by  the  successful  sale  of  other  works  containing  such  literature  ? 
— I might  refer  to  the  Chronicles  to  which  I have  alluded  ; we  should  not  think  of 
reprinting  them  at  this  time. 

5346.  Did  you  not  reprint  Holinshed? — Yes  ; but  that  was  about  1807. 

5347.  If  you  reprinted  it  then,  that  is  a reason  for  not  reprinting  it  now  ? — I do 
not  refer  to  that  qnly,  but  chronicles  generally  ; we  reprinted  Holinshed,  Hall, 
Grafton  and  three  or  four  others,  but  we  found  the  sale  decreasing ; we  did  not 
think  it  advisable  to  proceed  with  them. 

5348.  Did  not  the  works  decrease  in  interest ; had  you  not  published  the  most 
interesting  first  ?— No ; Stowe  we  considered  one  of  the  most  generally  interesting, 
and  we  abandoned  that,  finding  the  sale  of  the  others  had  decreased  very  much. 

5349.  Though  you  remark  this  only  with  reference  to  history,  is  it  not  the  ten- 
dency of  the  times  to  encourage  the  publication  of  cheap  works,  which  diffuse 
knowledge  among  a large  portion  of  the  people,  in  preference  to  those  that  are  con- 
sulted only  by  the  few  ? — I should  say  books  on  any  antiquarian  subject,  not  history 
alone.  There  was  a great  rage  some  years  ago  to  reprint  books  of  that  description, 
but  the  demand  having  ceased,  of  course  the  publishers  have  ceased  to  publish 
them. 

535°-  You  say  there  was  a great  rage  in  1810  ? — Yes,  about  that  period. 

5351.  How  do  you  account  for  that  having  subsided? — It  is  a very  difficult 
matter  to  account  for  it ; there  was  at  that  time  a greater  passion  for  making  librar 
ries  than  there  is  now ; it  is  the  same  with  long  sets  of  works ; there  is  not  the 
same  demand  for  such  as  Johnson’s  works,  and  other  long  sets  of  books. 

5352.  Do  you  not  find,  with  regard  to  the  sciences,  you  will  always  sell  more  of 
the  cheap  and  familiar  books  than  of  the  more  expensive  and  abstruse  kind  ? — At 
that  time  the  most  expensive  and  handsome  editions  sold  the  best. 

5353-  -At  the  present  time  is  it  so? — No. 

5354-  Would  you  now  rather  undertake  the  publishing  of  Mrs.  Somerville’s 
work  on  the  Mechanique  Cafieste,  than  Laplace’s  work  itself? — Yes  ; it  is  a more 
popular  work. 

5355-  The  same  remark  applies  to  history  as  well  as  all  other  sciences? — Yes. 

5356-  The  great  mass  of  the  reading  public  encourage  the  sale  of  books  that 
they  can  read,  which,  to  a certain  degree,  prevents  the  sale  of  more  abstruse 
works? — Yes,  no  doubt. 

535 7-  Because  they  get  a portion  of  information  in  the  lighter  works? — Yes,  that 
is  the  case  more  now  than  at  a more  distant  period. 

5358-  Conceiving  it  a desirable  object  that  correct  notions  upon  history,  as  well 
as  upon  other  points,  should  be  generally  diffused,  do  you  not  think  it,  after  all, 
a very  good  thing  that  correct  notions  are  diffused  in  this  way  ?— Yes,  it  is  a very 
good  thing  that  they  are  diffused  in  an  accessible  form. 

5359-  You  think  that  accurate  information  ought  to  be  diffused  also? — Yes* 
it  ought  to  be  accessible  for  general  libraries ; but  the  public  would  rarely  buy 
them. 

5360.  That 
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5360.  That  you  apply  to  abstruser  works,  other  sciences  as  well  as  history?— 
Certainly. 

5361.  One  of  the  questions  with  regard  to  record  publications  is  this,  would 
not  the  sale  of  such  works  as  those  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission- 
ers, even  if  they  were  printed  at  the  public  expense,  and  undertaken  at  the  public 
expense,  be  small,  owing  to  the  large  price  ?— More  copies  would  be  sold  at 
a low  price. 

536 2.  Is  not  the  expense  of  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  such  as  would 
impede  their  sale  very  greatly  ? — Yes,  particularly  folios. 

5363.  Are  you  of  opinion,  that  more  general  and  correct  notions  being  by  the 
cheap  publications  universally  spread  about  upon  history,  that  nevertheless,  to 
secure  to  learned  men  the  benefit  of  the  most  authentic  documents  upon  history, 
that  such,  works  as  those  of  the  Record  Commission  should  be  printed  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  and  given  away? — Yes,  certainly;  I should  say  they  are  only  to  be 
done  at  the  public  expense ; no  individual  would  speculate  upon  them. 

5364.  But,  from  all  your  answers  the  evidence  we  receive  is,  that  if  individuals 
were  to  undertake  the  works,  and  they  were  sold  at  half  the  cost,  the  price  would 
hinder  the  sale  ? — Yes. 

5365.  Would  not  the  price  fixed  by  the  Record  Commissioners  prevent  their 
sale? — Yes. 

5366.  With  the  price  attached  to  them,  would  they  have  a larger  sale  than  the 
State  Papers?— No,  I should  consider  not  much  more. 

5367.  Then  the  Only  way  of  doing  this  good  which  you  wish  is,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  only  print  them,  but  give  them  away  ?- — Yes,  or  sell  them 
at  a very  reasonable  price. 

5368.  Some  gentlemen  may  have  their  own  hobbies;  but  do  you  not  think 
there  is  other  information  it  is  desirable  to  extend,  as  well  as  historical? — Yes, 
certainly. 

5369.  Do  you  not  think  it  desirable  that  people  should  read  abstruse  works  on 
mathematics  and  other  sciences  ? — Yes. 

5370.  Do  you  think  the  Government  ought  to  undertake  the  publication  of 
works  on  those  abstruser  sciences,  and  give  them  away  also? — Yes ; I should  say 
there  are  certain  works  that  they  ought  to  do  so,  such  as  the  works  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  which  could  not  be  undertaken  to  be  published  as  a speculation.  The  folio 
size  is  a very  aw-kward  size,  and  should  rarely  be  adopted. 

5371.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  think  if  that  volume  of  State  Papers,  instead  of  con- 
taining the  despatches  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  had  contained  the  despatches  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  or  any  minister  of  state  of  those  days,  it  would  have  found 
any  readier  sale? — Yes,  I think  it  would. 

5372.  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  think  it  was  unfair  to  expect  a great  sale  of  this 
volume  of  State  Papers,  it  being  in  a very  expensive  form,  and  a part  only  of 
a series  ? — The  only  way  of  publishing  these  is  by  a volume  at  a time. 

5373.  Is  not  that  a drawback  upon  the  sale? — Yes;  but  the  publication  of  the 
State  Papers  must  be  indefinite.  The  French  historical  works,  published  in  the 
same  way,  were  published  by  the  government  at  its  own  expense ; they  were  pub- 
lished a volume  at  a time,  w'ith  the  index  afterwards. 

5374-  Mr.  Pusey.']  What  work  do  you  allude  to  ? — Such  as  The  Ilistoire  et  M6- 
moires  de  l’Acad&nie  des  Inscriptions.  There  are  many  complete  treatises  in  that 
collection. 


5375-  You  have  not  with  a professional  eye  at  all  investigated  the  works  of  the 
Record  Commission,  and  the  cost  at  which  they  have  been  printed  and  got  up? — 
No,  I have  not  at  all. 

5376.  Is  it  a usual  or  satisfactory  method  of  proceeding  in  editing  a publication 
of  a work  to  have  the  corrections  cost  as  much  as  the  original  printing? — I have 
known  instances  where  the  corrections  have  cost  double  the  composition. 

5377*  That  you  think  is  satisfactory? — No,  certainly  not;  but  I have  known 
editors  make  so  many  alterations  as  to  cause  the  charge  for  corrections  to  double 
the  original  cost. 


5378.  You  call  that  very  bad  editing,  do  you  not? — I should  be  very  sorry  to 
have  many  such  editors  or  authors. 

. 5379;  Ihe  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Is  not  the  number  of  corrections 
m printing  from  ancient  manuscripts  or  records  always  infinitely  greater  than  from 
any  modern  composition  ? — Certainly  ; if  you  look  over  the  octavo  volumes  of  the 
records  you  will  find  as\  immense  number  of  contractions,  and  the  printers  are 
0,33*  3 o,  4 very 
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very  apt  to  make  mistakes  in  printing  them,  so  as  frequently  to  render  considerable 
alterations  necessary  in  the  proof  sheets. 

5380.  Chairman .]  You  said  you  had  instances  of  corrections  costing  double  as 

much  as  the  original  composition? — Yes. 

5381.  That  must  have  arisen  from  alterations  made  by  the  authors  to  improve 
their  works? — Yes. 

5382.  That  cannot  arise  where  you  are  printing  an  exact  copy  of  a work? No 

if  there  is  a reprint  there  is  no  charge  for  corrections  made  ; but  these  records  are 
very  difficult  to  print,  and  must  require  considerable  alterations. 

5383.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  The  question  has  reference,  not  to  the  reprint,  but  to 
printing  from  a manuscript  with  contractions  and  in  a foreign  language.  The  com- 
positors and  printers  are  generally,  it  is  presumed,  less  familiar  with  foreign 
languages  and  with  contractions  than  with  English  without  contractions.  Is  that 
to  be  understood  to  be  your  opinion  ? — Yes.  I should  say,  in  printing  a work  with 
contractions,  or  printing  from  a language  the  compositors  do  not  understand,  must 
cause  a great  number  of  corrections  to  be  made. 

5384.  Do  you  recollect  the  proportion  of  corrections  stated  by  Babbage  in  his 
work  ? — I do  not  recollect,  but  I will  supply  it. 

Extract  from  Mr.  Babbage’s  statement  of  the  expenses  of  printing  his  “ Eco- 
nomy of  Manufactures.” 

Composing  10  \ sheets  - - - - £.  32  - 6 

Extra  for  small  type  in  extracts  and  contents  2-3 
Ditto  in  table-work  - - - - - 2 17  - 

Charge  for  corrections  - - - - 33  - - 

Edward  Baines,  Esq.  m.  p.,  Examined. 

5385.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.~\  I believe  you  have  been  very 
much  engaged  in  historical  and  topographical  inquiries  ? — I have  for  a number  of 
years,  and  my  attention  has  been  much  directed  in  that  way,  both  to  national  and 
topographical  history,  but  especially  to  the  latter. 

5386.  Will  you  state  the  works  you  have  published  ? — I have  published  rather 
a voluminous  history  of  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  in  four  quarto  volumes, 
which  is  in  course  of  publication  at  present  though  nearly  completed,  and  in  the 
course  of  that  publication,  and  in  my  other  minor  publications,  I have  had  much 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  works  of  the  Record  Commissioners. 

5387.  Have  you  found  that  they  were  of  importance  to  you,  or  of  real  value 
and  assistance  ? — I have  found  them  of  very  essential  service  in  facilitating  histo- 
rical investigations,  and  in  giving  those  investigations  a degree  of  precision  that 
they  could  not  have  attained  without  the  aid  of  such  documents. 

5388.  Does  your  acquaintance  with  the  general  mass  of  records  enable  you  to 
give  an  opinion  whether  the  selection  of  those  printed  has  been  judicious  ? — Upon 
this  subject  I cannot  speak  with  so  much  precision  as  might  be  wished,  owing  to 
my  circumscribed  knowledge  of  the  great  mass  of  our  national  records ; but  as  far 
as  I am  competent  to  judge,  I should  say  that  the  publications  of  the  commissioners 
have  been  extremely  judicious ; I am  sure  that  they  have  one  of  the  characteristics 
of  sound  judgment,  and  that  is  great  utility. 

5389.  Do  you  think  the  works  now  in  the  course  of  publication  are  likely  to  be 
of  as  much  utility  as  the  former  ones  ? — I am  unable  to  institute  an  exact  compari- 
son ; I have  no  doubt  of  their  being  found  extremely  useful  indeed  ; they  seem  to 
me  absolutely  necessary  to  complete  the  series  of  published  records. 

5390.  Chairman .]  What  are  those  works  to  which  you  allude  ? — The  indexes 
and  calendars  that  are  now  printing,  and  other  records  of  a similar  kind. 

5391.  You  said  they  are  useful  as  completing  a series  of  records  formerly  pub- 
lished ; which  of  those  now  being  published  would  you  specify  in  that  way  ? — 
I should  say  the  lists  of  rolls  in  the  record  offices  now  publishing,  with  the  indexes 
and  calendars  referring  to  the  records,  without  the  aid  of  which  you  would  find  great 
difficulty  in  bringing  up  a connected  series  of  historical  inquiries  to  the  latest  period 
for  which  you  have  the  documents  in  the  record  offices ; this  advantage  I have  par- 
ticularly experienced  from  the  publications  from  the  office  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, where  the  information  is  chronologically  arranged,  and  from  which  I have 
been  able  to  trace  the  descents  of  manors,  and  to  connect  the  history  and  pedigrees 
of  families. 

5393.  Then 
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5392.  Then  I am  to  understand  you  that  the  works  now  publishing  by  the 
^Record  Commission  that  you  think  useful  are  the  indexes  and  catalogues?— Yes  • 
I refer  more  particularly  to  them,  because  I have  not  so  much  used  “the  extracts 
from  the  records.  The  indexes  have  directed  me  to  the  record  itself-  I have  rather 
chosen  to  go  to  the  record  than  to  use  merely  those  that  I found  in  the  books 
3393.  You  think  that  the  greatest  service  that  the  Record  Commission  is  doing 
or  could  be  doing,  is  providing  good  indexes  and  catalogues  ?— No,  I do  not  tbin“k 
that;  to  a person  whose  pursuits  have  been  like  mine  that  is  an  advantage-  but 
there  are  many  persons  who  do  not  refer  to  the  records  themselves,  but  to  the 
abstracts  as  given  in  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission. 

5394.  But  as  far  as  your  experience  goes,  if  all  that  class  of  inquirers,  of  whom 
we  may  consider  you  the  representative  for  the  moment,  you  think  that  the  calen 
dars  and  indexes  are  the  most  valuable  works  the  Record  Commission  could  pub- 
lish I consider  them  most  valuable  to  persons  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit  as 
mine ; but  I do  not  mean  to  detract  from  the  value  of  those  that  contain  the  records 
themselves,  inasmuch  as  great  facility  is  given  by  having  the  records  printed  and 
time  saved  in  having  them  exhibited  as  they  are  in  these  books,  rather  than  to  force 
persons  to  go  to  the  records  themselves,  which  are  frequently  difficult  to  be  deci- 
phered and  sometimes  you  do  not  arrive,  except  you  are  better  acquainted  than  I 
profess  to  be,  at  the  exact  meaning  of  the  sentence,  or  of  the  passage  you  wish  to 
have  brought  under  your  review.  } 

5395-  To  U person  not  familiar  with  reading  records  it  is  more  convenient  to 
have  them  printed  than  to  consult  them  in  the  originals  ?— Yes.  I was  coin-  on 
to  observe  that  the  records  as  now  given  produce  two  very  important  advantages  ; 
one  is,  that  they  confirm  to  you  passages  of  history  that  were  dubious,  and  depend 
very  much  upon  what  may  be  called  the  records  of  monkish  historians,  some  of 
w ich  perhaps  have  been  in  the  lapse  of  time  falsified,  and  you  are  frequently 
bought  acquainted  with  the  confirmation  or  with  the  refutation  "of  those  passages' • 
mother  advantage  is  that  they  frequently  disclose  a great  deal  of  valuable  original 
reformation  which,  if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  researches,  and  for  the  publications  of 
the  Record  Commissioners  must  have  remained  for  ages,  in  fact  must  have  remained 
tor  aJI  time,  locked  up  in  those  record  offices,  and  lost  to  the  public 
5390-  Do  you  mean  to  say,  until  the  Record  Commission  published  these 
volumes,  that  historical  inquirers  were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  information 

Inca  Of  yCOld  ,°*CeS  ?~*  d°  mean  *°  say  that  tbey  were  ignorant  of  the  exist- 
recoln  bat  "’vwy  ““ny.'nstances  they  were  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
records  by  which  the  information  was  verified,  and  very  often  they  were  without 
specific  information  upon  the  facts  themselves. 

nrw  kno'  Ti°U,  ,di°  “tv  “n”,!0  aa?  tb.at  a £reat  maily  antiquarians  in  England  did 
not  know  that  the  Pipe  Rolls  existed  for  instance,  or  the  Nona  Rolls,  and  the 
Pari, amentary  Writs  and  did  not  know  what  kind  of  information  they  should  find 
n them,  or  what  kind  of  information  they  should  not  find,  if  they  did  not  look 
“ ,re, r 1 am  wdl  aware  that  antiquaries  were  acquainted  with  those  depositories 
nd  knew  the  general  nature  of  the  information  contained  in  them  ; but  I am  equally 
certain,  though  they  knew  the  general  nature  of  that  information,  tbey  did  not  know 
£1  c,. Ilatore  ,°f  11  m anything  like  the  same  degree  that  they  have  been 

brought  to  the  knowledge  of  it  by  the  Record  Commission.  3 

oriomai  N ™ Inean  *°  Sa l ‘te16  bave  not  been  s0  many  persons  who  have  read  the 
RoI!s  ‘ha  Tower  as  have  read  them  since  they  have  been  pub- 

to  a mrtimlaC0I™7  ~Yem  ®“PPosinS  you  "isb  t0  ascertain  any  fact  relating 
the  7 f C0un,y’  y°u  wouIa  bnd  lbe  <acts  relating  to  that  county  spread  over 

a i , "/the  r °V£°  yearS-;  “"V™  °f  the  Sreat  ad'“tag“  ‘hat’ the  pnbh- 
ca  ons  of  the  Record  Commissioners  have  communicated  is  this,  they  have  given 

f coUat“S  tbe  matler  in  these  records,  and  bringing  it  pretty 
iXmalnn  ri’f-  kn°'™S,t  e Particular  year  <°  which  yon  are  likely  to  find  any 
pelnfv7,''  1 s ° lhe  7bject  of  y°U1'  “Ifiriea.  and  by  the  search  of  a few  hour! 
records  iormonth7orfor^rs!°U  ' n0t  haTe  with°Ut  the  a!ci  of  tbese 

flle5v3haveTnrinteda11  7““  ‘°  ?h‘S’  tbat  wbat  tbe  commissioners  have  done  is,  that 
librarv  ifP,  ‘ d ce,tam  portions  of  the  records,  and  you  have  them  now  in  your 
hbmy,  .1  you  can  afford  to  buy  them,  instead  of  gdng  to  the  record-offiLs ? 

5400.  State  in  what  other  manner  the  commissioners  have  communicated  in- 
3 R formation 
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formation  to  the  public?— If  you  had  gone  to  the  offices  previously,  you  could  not 
have  found  these  indexes  by  which  this  information  is  communicated. 

5401.  Do  you  mean  to  sav  that  the  merit  of  the  Record  Commissioners  is  that 
they  have  provided  indexes  a't  the  different  offices?— I mean  to  say  they  have  pro- 
vided indexes  for  the  different  records  that  did  not  exist  before. 

5402.  Will  you  tell  us  which  ? — I will  illustrate  what  I mean  more  particularly 
by  the  office  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster : there  are  in  the  office  perhaps  not  fewer 
than  300  or  400  boxes  of  records  ; these  records,  previous  to  the  time  of  the  insti- 
tution of  this  commission,  were  in  a situation  so  disordered  it  was  quite  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  look  amongst  them  to  find  out  any  particular  subject;  but  now,  under 
the  management  of  the  Record  Commission,  they  have  been  methodized,  and  you 
have  calendars  and  catalogues  made,  which  have  been  disseminated  to  all  the  prin- 
cipal public  libraries  in  the  kingdom. 

5403.  What  is  that  work  called  ?— There  is  a vast  number  of  catalogues,  inquisi- 
tions and  post  mortem  returns. 

<404.  Are  those  mentioned  in  the  returns  to  Parliament.'  Yes. 

5405.  This  applies  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  ? Yes ; indeed  the  office  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  in  London  contains  the  records  in  the  whole  duchy,  which  is 
very  extensive,  not  confined  to  the  county  of  Lancaster,  but  spreading  over  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  extending  even,  to  the  Savoy  in  London,  which  is  within  that 
furisdiction.  I mention  this  merely  in  the  way  of  illustration,  and  to  show  that 
formerly  a person  like  myself,  to  be  placed  at  Leeds,  for  instance,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  information  from  the  public  records  without  coming  up  to 
London  to  make  searches  through  those  records,  and  of  course  spending  a very 
great  deal  of  time  and  money  and  eye-sight  in  the  attainment  of  what  I can  now 
obtain  in  my  library  at  Leeds,  having  the  record  publications  before  me ; I can 
send  to  the  record-keeper  in  London,  point  out  the  document  I want,  as  indicated 
in  these  publications,  and  have  copies  or  extracts  made  from  them  regarding  the 
descent  of  a manor,  or  the  pedigree  of  a family,  or  any  such  other  information  as 
the  record  affords  ; whereas  before  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  that 
the  information  could  have  been  obtained.  I will  mention  another  case  that  has 
fallen  particularly  within  my  knowledge,  from  the  nature  of  my  pursuits  : several 
persons  have  spent  their  lives  in  accumulating  documents  from  the  record  offices, 
for  the  purpose  of  county  histories,  but  a lifetime  was  scarcely  long  enough  for  the 
labour;  Dr.  Kuerdon,  in  particular,  is  a case  in  point.  He  had  intended  to  write  a 
history  of  the  county  of  Lancaster ; he  began  his  labour  by  accumulating  docu- 
ments in  the  middle  of  the  17th  century  for  that  purpose;  he  sought  through  the 
record  offices,  and  in  the  course  of  a long  life  he  accumulated  sufficient  matter  to 
afford  materials  for  his  intended  work,  but  before  ne  began  to  write  his  history  he 
died.  The  labour  of  his  life  was  to  a certain  degree  thrown  away;  whereas,  if 
the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  had  existed  in  his  time,  he  would  have 
directed  the  powers  of  his  mind  to  the  compilation  of  his  history,  and  with  such 
aid  he  would  have  completed  that  which  without  it  he  had  scarcely  begun. 

5406.  I wish  to  understand,  in  any  one  instance,  the  particular  advantage  that 
the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  of  to  you ; you  say  that  the 
Record  Commission  has  enabled  you,  sitting  in  your  library  at  Leeds,  to  get  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  without  moving  from  the  spot,  that  information  which  cost 
this  learned  man  the  labour  of  his  whole  life  hunting  amongst  the  record  offices 
in  London ; you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Record  Commission  has  put  all  the 
records  in  such  a shape  that  you  have  them  all  before  you  in  your  library  r No. 

5407.  The  good  they  have  done  then  is,  that  they  furnished  you  with  catalogues 
and  indexes,  which  enable  you  in  your  library  at  Leeds,  not  to  know  precisely  the 
same  as  you  would  know  if  you  came  up  and  saw  the  record  itself,  but  to  know 
where  the  information  is  to  be  found,  and  what  information  is  to  be  found  ? Yes , 
combined  with  another  advantage  not  mentioned,  which  is  this : that  it  may  be 
inconvenient  to  me  to  come  to  London  to  make  these  searches,  but  by  means  01 
these  catalogues,  inquisitions  and  calendars,  I can  obtain  all  the  information  I want 
by  writing  to  the  record  keeper,  or  employing  an  amanuensis. 

5408.  You  mean  that  the  Record  Commission  has  not  saved  you  entirely  the 
trouble  of  resorting  to  the  records ; it  has  not  given  you  the  actual  information 
which  is  contained  in  the  record  itself,  but  it  has  enabled  you  at  that  distance,  and 
with  perfect  convenience  to  yourself,  to  know  where  the  information  is  to  be  found, 
and  what  kind  of  information  is  to  be  found ; and  by  employing  a person  in  London 
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you  can  get  that  information  sent  down? — Yes,  and  a little  further  than  that. 
Many  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  are  of  great  value  as  an 
analysis  of  the  records ; and  it  has  frequently  happened  to  me,  and  I suppose  to 
many  other  persons,  that  the  abridgment  they  have  given  of  the  document  itself 
communicated  all  the  information  I wanted ; and  I had  not  occasion  even  to  write 
to  London  for  this  information,  because  there  I found  it,  without  the  necessity  of 
having  any  transcription  of  the  record  at  length. 

54°9*  We  come  to  that  afterwards;  but  I want  to  know  whether  the  first 
that  you  mentioned,  the  knowledge  that  the  catalogues  and  the  indexes  gave  you, 
and  the  convenience  and  saving  of  expense  that  thereby  you  obtained,  are  not  the 
great  and  principal  merits  you  found  in  the  labours  of  the  commission,  or  among 
them? — Yes,  I should  say  among  the  advantages. 

5410*  You  say  you  have  found  this,  and  it  has  been  of  very  great  service  to  you 
with  regard  to  documents  in  the  office  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster ; do  you  mean 
that  the  present  commission  has  published  such  catalogues  or  indexes  as  to  give 
you,  when  you  are  in  possession  of  them,  full  information  as  to  all  the  documents 
of  any  value  at  all  in  the  office  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  ? — No,  I do  not  mean  that 
by  any  means ; because  if  it  had,  then  the  labours  of  the  Record  Commission 
might  very  well  cease ; it  has  not  given  all  with  regard  to  the  duchy,  but  it  has 
given  much. 

5411.  Has  it  given  that  information  with  regard  to  all  in  the  Tower? Not  all. 

5412.  With  regard  to  any  considerable  number? — Yes. 

5413.  Will  you  state  which  of  those  works? — I do  not  immediately  call  to  mind 
in  which  of  those  works,  but  a mere  examination  of  the  books  themselves  show  it  • 
there  are  many  of  them  given  in  the  Inquisitions,  the  Rolls  and  the  Calendars. 

5414.  Have  they  given  any  such  general  clue  to  the  information  contained  in  the 
Tower  as  would  enable  you,  sitting  in  your  library  at  Leeds,  to  take  up  one  of 
their  works  and  say,  I know  if  I want  to  get  such  and  such  a document  I must 
send  to  the  Tower  for  it,  or  that  it  is  not  in  the  Tower  ?— I do  not  mean  to  say  they 
have  given  it  to  the  full  extent,  because  they  have  not  completed  their  labours ; but 
they  have  pointed  out  what  documents  are  to  be  found  both  in  the  Tower  and  in 
other  record  offices. 

5415-  Will  you  state  what  they  have  done  in  this  way  ? — I do  not  know  that 
I can  state^more  than  I have  done  ; they  have  made  catalogues  of  the  records  : for 
instance,  they  have  shown  you  in  whose  possession  manors  and  other  possessions 
were  held  in;  successive  reigns,  and  they  have  enabled  you  to  bring  down  your 
inquiries  chronologically  nearly  to  our  own  times. 

5416.  Do  you  know,  with  regard  to  the  valuable  documents  in  the  Tower  to 
what  proportion  they  have  given  a clue?- No.  You  will  perceive  in  an  answer  I 
gave  to  a question  just  now,  that  I was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  contents 
of  those  documents  to  be  able  to  say.  The  question  is  this;  does  your  acquaint- 
ance with  the  great  mass  of  national  records  enable  you  to  say  that  you  think  the 
selection  that  has  been  made  from  their  publications  has  been  judicious?  My 
answer  to  that  inquiry  was,  upon  this  subject  I speak  with  some  hesitation,  owini 
to  my  own  circumscribed  knowledge  of  the  great  mass  of  the  national  records ; but 
as  tar  as  1 am  competent  to  judge,  I should  say  that  I think  the  publications  of  the 
commission  have  been  extremely  judicious. 

5417-  I want  to  know,  with  regard  to  this  information  which  you  think  is  so 
valuable,  and  which  I think  is  the  most  valuable,  what  amount  of  information  they 
have  given  with  regard  to  documents  in  the  Tower;  do  you  know  the  proportion  = 
—Wo,  I really  do  not. 

.1  5,4.!,8'  If  youpheard  that  it  had  been  stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  commission 
that  the  work  which  is  left  undone  in  that  way  in  the  Tower  alone,  of  making 
catalogues  and  indexes,  would  amount  to  350,000/.,  should  you  know  whethe? 
question5  aCCUrat6  °r  n°tr_I  d°  “0t  k“ow  wlrether  1 understand  exactly  the 

nrniir9'  testate. to  you  that  the  commissioners,  so  far  from  providing 

Seif  ? Pg"f5  and  mdexes  “ *e  works  in  the  Tower,  have  left  so  much  of 
whlth  t und?-"e  that  11  would  cost  350,000 1.  to  finish  it,  should  you  know 
whether  I was  right  or  wrong  ?— No,  I should  not. 

fnthlf0'i 1 lr  TL  Ingiis.~\  In  the  answers  which  you  have  given  in  reference 

Hn  va,ue.  Pu^lcatj°ns  issuing  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission, 
6SC1  • t iein  general,y  as  being  catalogues  and  indexes,  or  do  you  consider 

0 qq  many  lnstances  they  have  printed  entire  works  from  original  manuscripts, 
,d3'  3 R 2 and 
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and  that  such  entire  works  so  printed  have  themselves  conveyed  to  you  that  infor- 
mation, which,  in  respect  to  the  other  works,  catalogues  or  indexes,  might  have 
enabled  you  to  know  existed  elsewhere  r — I should  say  there  is  the  Doomsday 
Survey,  there  is  the  Testa  De  Neville,  and  a number  of  other  publications  of  that 
kind,  which  are  entire  publications,  of  the  highest  value  and  authority. 

5421.  Chairman .]  Then  they  have  printed  the  whole  records,  and  you  have 
the  advantage  of  having  in  a more  convenient  shape,  and  in  your  own  library, 
the  whole  information  the  record  office  could  give  you  ? — Yes. 

5422.  I am  confining  it  to  the  other  branch  of  the  question  ; with  respect  to  cata- 
logues in  the  Tower,  your  information  is  limited,  as  your  last  answers  would  lead 
us  to  suppose? — Yes;  it  was  only  yesterday  that  I was  requested  to  come  as  a wit- 
ness before  the  Committee,  and  I have  not  referred  at  all  to  the  publications  of  the 
Record  Commission  with  a view  to  the  examination,  but  speak  from  my  general 
impression  of  their  utility. 

5423.  Suppose  I was  with  you  in  your  library  at  Leeds,  and  we  were  speaking 
of  some  historical  subject,  and  I was  to  say  to  you,  I should  think  we  might  find  a 
record  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  which  would  give  us  precise  information,  could  you  by 
any  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  save  me  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
going  to  London  to  ascertain  that? — What  I should  say  upon  that  would  be,  here 
is  a publication  containing  an  index  of  what  is  to  be  found  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  up 
to  a certain  period. 

5424.  Have  you  got  such  a work? — Very  likely  what  I should  have  said  would 
be,  we  will  look  over  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  and  see  whether 
there  is  anything  that  will  afford  that  information.  I rather  apprehend  there  is  not 
as  to  the  Rolls  Chapel,  but  there  is  such  as  to  other  record  offices. 

5425.  Is  there  any  such  information  with  respect  to  the  Chapter  House? — The 
information  I have  upon  that  subject  has  been  principally  derived  from  the  examina- 
tion of  the  records  in  the  Chapter  House  themselves ; there  are  some  county  bags, 
as  they  are  called,  that  I have  looked  into,  and  found  a good  deal  of  information. 

5426.  In  your  library  at  Leeds  has  the  commission  enabled  you  to  know  what 
is  in  the  Chapter  House  ? — I could  say  in  my  library,  instead  of  going  to  the 
Chapter  House  to  look  at  Doomsday,  I could  look  at  it  in  Leeds  and  say  which  of 
the  places  in  our  county  was  a manor  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest. 

5427.  That  is  the  merit  of  printing  Doomsday  Survey ; that  is  merely  one  book 
among  a mass  of  documents,  of  which  it  is  not  a millionth  part  in  the  Chapter 
House? — Yes;  but  that  is  one  document  in  the  Chapter  House.  I mention  the 
Doomsday  Book  because  you  mentioned  the  Chapter  House,  where  it  is  kept. 

5428.  I am  speaking  generally  about  information  at  the  Chapter  House  ? — I am 
afraid,  with  respect  to  information  at  the  Chapter  House,  the  Record  Commission 
has  not  proceeded  sufficiently  far  to  give  it  you  to  the  extent  that  might  be  wished. 

5429.  Take  all  the  record  offices  in  London  besides  the  duchy  of  Lancaster ; if 
I was  in  your  library  and  to  ask  you  to  save  me  a journey  up  to  London,  could  you 
do  that  except  in  those  cases  where,  as  in  the  Doomsday  Book,  you  could  lay  your 
hand  upon  the  record  itself? — I could  go  through  the  reigns  of  several  kings,  and 
tell  you  from  the  Record  Commissioners’  publications  whether  there  were  any 
records  of  those  periods  to  be  found. 

5430.  Could  you  tell  me  whether  I could  find  any  information  respecting  what 
is  contained  in  the  Exchequer  records  of  the  time  of  King  John  ? — Yes, 

5431.  You  could  ? — I believe  I could. 

5432.  From  which  volume? — I do  not  know  off-hand. 

5433.  Do  you  know  that  that  information  is  contained  in  500  unsorted  sacks  at 
the  Carlton  Ride,  and  do  you  mean  to  say  there  is  a catalogue  of  the  contents  of  each 
sack? — Thei’e  is  not  a catalogue  of  each  box  of  the  records  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, but  there  are  catalogues  of  a great  many  of  the  boxes,  and  there  may  be  to 
a number  of  those  sacks  to  which  you  speak. 

5434.  Do  you  suppose  that  among  your,  books  published  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission you  have  such  a catalogue  as  would  afford  me  a clue  to  the  records  of 
King  John’s  time? — I am  not  aware  that  there  is,  generally,  but  there  is  an  index 
to  the  charters  of  that  reign. 

5435.  The  whole  bearing  of  your  evidence  upon  this  point  seems  to  be,  that  the 
Record  Commission  have  given  very  useful  information  in  the  county  of  Lancaster 
with  respect  to  catalogues,  but  with  respect  to  other  counties  you  do  not  know  that 
they  have  ? — They  have  given  much  information  with  regard  to  documents  in  the 
record  offices,  both  with  regard  to  Lancashire  and  to  other  counties  also. 

5436.  In 
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5436.  In  the  shape  of  indexes  ?— Yes,  a very  great  deal  indeed  ; I should  think  e.  Baines,  Esq. 
in  my  own  publication,  which  perhaps  consists  of  2,000  pages,  that  I have  quota-  m.p.’ 

tions  from  records  to  the  number  of  10,000  cases,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  

the  publications  in  a great  degree  of  the  Record  Commissioners.  J7  June  1836. 

5437.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  mean  printed  records  ?— Yes,  the  records  printed  by 
the  order  of  the  commission. 

5438.  Chairman .]  That  is  to  say,  you  are  indebted  to  the  commission  for  having 
saved  you  the  trouble  and  expense  of  consulting  the  original  records  by  having 
given  you  the  records  themselves  ? — No,  I have  not  always  wanted  them. 

5439.  In  those  10,000  cases  did  you  obtain  your  information  immediately  from 
volumes  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  or  did  you  through  those  volumes 
get  a clue  to  the  records  in  London  ? — Both  ways. 

5440.  In  what  offices  were  the  documents  of  which  you  got  such  a clue  P — Princi- 
pally the  duchy  of  Lancaster. 

5441.  Any  other  ? — In  the  Tower  my  searches  have  not  gone  so  much  into  that 
office  as  into  the  Duchy-office,  with  which  I had  more  to  do,  from  the  local  history  in 
which  I was  engaged ; but  I have  no  doubt  at  all  that  a person  engaged  in  general 
historical  inquiries  would  obtain  a vast  mass  of  information,  almost  incredible,  from 
the  records  in  the  Tower. 

5442.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn. ] Do  you  think  that  the  general 
course  of  historical  inquiry  in  this  country  has  been  materially  assisted  by  the  labours 
of  the  commission  ? — I should  say  most  essentially.  Till  the  commission  was  esta- 
blished the  sources  of  information  were  exceedingly  difficult  of  access  ; the  labour  of 
obtaining  information  was  immense,  and  the  precision  with  which  many  points  of 
history  were  then  arrived  at  were  by  no  means  that  which  you  at  present  possess  as 
communicated  through  those  records ; and  altogether,  if  I were  asked  what  was  the 
greatest  benefaction  that  was  ever  conferred  on  the  historical  and  topographical 
literature  of  this  country,  I should  say  that  benefaction  was  rendered  by  the  insti- 
tution of  the  Record  Commission  and  the  labours  of  the  commissioners. 

5443-  Chairman .]  Would  you  favour  us  with  an  account  of  the  mode  in  which 
this  has  operated  upon  the  general  study  of  history  in  this  country,  inasmuch  as 
those  publications  of  the  commissioners  cannot,  from  their  size  and  nature,  have 
been  generally  read  ; the  way  in  which  it  has  operated  must  have  been  by  supplying 
historians  with  more  accurate  information  than  they  had  before  ?-— Yes. 

5444.  Of  the  histories  of  England  that  have  been  lately  published,  could  you 
specify  any  one  instance  in  which  those  publications  appear  to  have  had  a material 
influence  on  the  views  of  the  authors ; if  you  were  asked  to  account  for  the  greater 
accuracy  in  some  particulars  of  Hallam,  Lingard  and  Sharon  Turner,  over  Hume  and 
Henry,  what  instance  in  their  histories  is  there  to  which  you  could  point,  and  say, 
this  is  an  instance  of  their  accuracy  and  superiority,  which  is  owing  to  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Record  Commission  ? — You  must  perceive  that  in  an  inquiry  of  that 
kind  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  the  works  before  you  to  be  able  to  point  to  the 
passages  where  the  information  was  drawn  from  the  works  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission. 

5445-  Could  you  say  from  your  recollection  at  the  present  moment  there  is  any 
one  passage  in  Hallam,  Sharon  Turner  or  Dr.  Lingard,  in  which  you  could  say 
they  had  derived  valuable  information  not  known  to  their  predecessors  from  the 
works  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have  no  doubt  if  you  were  to  apply  to  Dr. 

Lingard,  or  Mr.  Hallam,  or  Mr.  Sharon  Turner,  every  one  of  them  would  concur 
in  the  opinion  I now  express,  that  they  have  derived  most  valuable  and  important 
information  from  those  sources,  that  would  either  have  been  closed  to  them  entirely 
before,  or  that  would  have  been  of  so  difficult  attainment  that  it  is  probable  the 
difficulty  would  have  prevented  them  acquiring  it. 

544h.  I do  not  want  to  bring  you  to  chapter  and  verse  entirely,  but  you  are 
conversant  with  the  great  events  of  our  history,  those  particularly  that  have  been 
the  subject  of  doubt  among  historians  ; can  you  mention  any  one  of  those  points 
upon  which  modern  historians  have  cleared  up  doubts  owing  to  the  works  of  the 
_ ecord  Commission  r — No,  I do  not  know  that  I can,  because  records  of  this 
Kind  refer  more  to  minute  than  to  prominent  portions  of  history ; but  they  give 
? Pj^cision  and  certainty  even  to  prominent  portions  of  history ; but  when  you 
look  into  the  records,  in  developing  the  character  of  King  John,  for  instance, 
a out  which  there  has  been  a good  deal  of  controversy,  you  do  not  expect 
m ose  records  to  find  anything  that  has  not  by  historians  in  former  times  been 
0 some  degree  explored  through  the  medium  of  these  records : but  I have  no 

°'33-  3 r 3 doubt 
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doubt  at  all  you  will  find  a great  deal  of  minute  and  precise  information  derived 
from  that  source  which  was  not  in  the  possession  of  those  who  had  not  such  easy 
access  to  those  records  as  we  have  at  present  through  the  medium  of  the  Record 
Commission. 

5447.  You  mean,  then,  to  say,  that  the  utility  of  the  works  ot  the  Record  Com- 
mission has  been  chiefly  exemplified  in  works  like  county  histories,  or  very 
detailed  works  of  minute  antiquarian  information  ? — I should  say,  if  you  are  to 
appreciate  them  in  any  one  department  of  literature  more  than  another,  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  histories  of  counties  and  parishes,  and  manors  and  families.  I do  not 
know  whether  I quite  make  myself  understood,  but  in  county  histories  you  go 
very  much  into  the  descent  of  property,  and  particularly  manorial  property,  and 
into  the  descent  of  families,  and  into  those  branches  of  local  history,  which  per- 
haps scarcely  attract  the  attention  of  the  general  historian,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
swell  his  work  to  an  undue  bulk,  but  which  become  highly  interesting  in  county 
histories,  even  from  their  minuteness. 

5448.  And  which  ultimately,  if  those  county  histories  are  well  written,  become 
valuable  as  sources  for  general  history  ? — Yes. 

5449.  'But  at  the  same  time,  is  it  not  rather  singular  that  with  all  the  labours  of 
this  commission,  valuable  as  you  represent  them  to  be,  they  appear  not  to  have 
made  any  impression,  as  far  as  your  recollection  extends,  on  the  general  knowledge 
or  opinions  of  the  general  historians  of  the  present  day  ? — I think  no  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  upon  my  opinion,  taken  in  the  hasty  manner  in  which  it  is  taken.  I have 
not  gone  into  the. investigation  at  all,  and  I can  only  speak  of  what  I really  know 
, of  the  benefits  I have  myself  individually  derived. 

5450.  But  then  you  would  be  understood  to  limit  your  former  answers  with 
respect  to  the  immense  benefit  done  to  the  science  of  history  by  the  publications  of 
the  Record  Commission  to  topographical  and  minute  histories?— Not  by  any 
means  to  limit  it  to  them  entirely,  but  to  say  in  those  departments  of  history  I think 
the  Record  Commissioners’  labours  have  been  pre-eminently  valuable. 

5451.  Do  you  think,  owing  to  that,  that  we  have  better  county  histories  than 
we  ever  had  before  ? — No  doubt  of  it,  if  you  have  equally  good  authors. 

5452.  There  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  the  authors  of  former  times  were 

superior  to  the  authors  of  the  present  time,  taking  the  whole  mass  of  them ; the 
average  of  ability  we  allow  to  be  the  same ; if  that  is  the  case,  the  county  histories 
which" have  been  published  since  the  present  Record  Commission  was  called  into 
existence  ought  to  be  very  much  better  than  those  published  before? — I believe 
they  are,  wherever  there  has  been  the  same  talent  and  the  same  diligence.  You 
have  a great  deal  of  trashy  county  history,  and  it  has  been  so  at  all  times  ; there 
are  persons  who  write  histories  of  counties  who  have  never  seen  the  works  of  the 
commissioners.  _ _ - 

5453.  You  say  generally  that  the  minute  histories  and  antiquarian  works  pub- 
lished since  this  commission  has  been  in  existence  are  very  much  better,  and  more 
valuable  than  those  that  existed  before  ? — I think  they  are  more  accurate  ; and  if 
you  will  allow  me  an  illustration,  I would  say,  supposing  any  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee, yourself,  for  instance,  to  sit  down  to  write  a county  history,  and  you  were 
to  attempt  to  write  it  without  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  you 
would  produce  an  infinitely  inferior  history  to  what  you  would  produce  if  you 
availed  yourself  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission. 

5454.  Can  you  specify  any  topographical  work  published  since  the  present 
Record  Commission  was  called  into  existence  as  good  as  Whittaker’s  Manchester, 
or  Dugdale’s  Warwickshire  ? — Certainly  I do  not  know  any  topographical  history 
that  has  been  published  since  the  labours  of  the  Record  Commission  were  called 
into  existence  of  so  inventive  a kind  as  Whittaker’s  History  of  Manchester,  which 
is  partly  a history  of  imagination.  He  will  imagine  you  a scene  having  no  record 
to  prove  it ; he  will  tell  you  how  a Saxon  drew  up-  his  army ; in  what  way  he 
placed  his  forces,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  the  fortifications  of  the  Romans  on  a 
certain  point ; he  will  take  you  to  a certain  place,  and  point  you  out  a hill  where  cer- 
tain speeches  were  made,  and  achievments  performed  ; that  he  will  describe.  That 
was  the  kind  of  History  of  Manchester  written  by  Whittaker,  who  was  an  exceed- 
ingly clever  man,  and  a man  of  a good  deal  of  research,  but  who  compensated  by 
his  own  ingenuity,  in  a great  degree,  for  the  absence  of  those  facts  which  authentic 
records  supply.  There  is  no  comparison  between  Mr.  Whittaker’s  History  ot 
Manchester  and  Dr.  Whittaker’s  History  of  Craven,  one  of  them  published  before 
and  the  other  after  the  institution  of  the  Record  Commission. 

5455.  When 
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5455*  When  was  that  published  ? — I believe  about  the  year  1810. 

5456.  That  was  long  before  the  present  commission  was  in  existence  ? — The 
commission  issued  in  1 800. 

5457.  The  present  commission  ? — I do  not  speak  of  the  present  commission  ; 
the  commissionary  publications  commenced  in  1801. 

5458.  Do  you  think  the  publications  of  the  old  commission  as  valuable  as  the 
later  ones  ? — I apply  my  observations  to  both  ; I take  them  to  be  a connected 
series,  and  a continuation  of  the  same  kind  of  labour. 

5459.  Could  you  state,  from  your  general  impression  of  the  book,  that  Whitta- 
ker’s History  of  Craven  is  better  than  the  previous  histories,  owing  to  the  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission? — I could  not  take 
upon  me  to  say  that ; I do  not  know  the  nature  of  his  researches,  but  it  is  a great 
deal  more  authentic  history  than  Whittaker’s  History  of  Manchester. 

5460.  Is  that  superiority  derived  from  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — 

I can  only  take  dates ; there  is  no  doubt  a great  deal  of  information  derived  from 
the  works  of  the  Record  Commission ; no  man  can  write  topography  now  without 
having  those  works ; no  man  of  character  I mean  ; he  must  find  them  invaluable. 

5461.  What  were  the  works  the  Record  Commission  had  published  before  1810? 

— I do  not  recollect. 

5462.  Are  the  Iiarleian  and  Cottonian  catalogues  of  great  service  in  county 
histories  ? — Yes,  they  are  of  great  service. 

Sir  Frederick  Madden,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5063.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.  ] YOU  are,  I believe,  Keeper  of  Sir  F.  Madden. 

the  Manuscripts  at  the  British  Museum  ? — I am  Assistant  Keeper  of  the  Manuscripts  — 

in  the  British  Museum. 

5464.  Have  you  been  much  engaged  in  arch  Ecological  pursuits  ? — For  15  years 
my  attention  has  been  directed  to  researches  of  an  historical  and  topographical 
nature  ; and  for  more  than  1 2 years  I have  been  practically  acquainted  with  records 
and  manuscripts. 

5465.  Have  you  in  the  course  of  that  time  had  occasion  to  use  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have. 

5466.  Have  you  found  them  of  assistance  in  any  of  your  studies  ? — I have  found 
them  generally  useful ; but  those  published  by  the  new  Record  Commission  of  far 
greater  utility  than  the  old. 

5467.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  national  records,  do  you  think  that  the  selec- 
tions for  publication  that  have  been  made  have  been  made  judiciously  ? — As  a gene- 
ral question,  I should  say  yes ; but  at  the  same  time  I must  still  draw  a distinction 
between  the  labours  of  the  old  commission,  and  the  labours  of  the  new,  because  I 
conceive  that  many  of  the  works  published  by  the  old  commission  were  executed 
exceedingly  ill,  and  not  at  all  in  the  manner  that  was  expected  from  them. 

5468.  Do  you  speak  of  the  execution  or  the  selection  ? — More  of  the  execution 
than  the  selection. 

5469.  Do  you  conceive  that  since  the  formation  of  the  present  commission,  in 
1830,  the  execution  of  the  works  has  been  materially  improved  ? — Very  much  so. 

5470.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  historical  literature  of  the  country  has  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commissions  since  their  first  insti- 
tution ; I am  now  speaking  of  both  commissions  ? — I think  so,  decidedly ; the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission  apply,  first,  to  the  general  historian,  and 
then  to  the  topographer  or  county  historian ; the  large  mass  of  them  would  be  of 
more  utility  to  the  county  historian  than  to  the  general  historian ; but  no  general 
historian  could,  I conceive,  write  a history  of  England  without  referring  to  Dooms-  • 
day  Book,  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  of  Pope  Nicolas,  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Sur- 
vey in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

547  !•  -Are  you  acquainted  with  the  publications  of  the  same  nature  that  have 
been  undertaken  by  the  French  government  ? — I am  acquainted  with  the  historical 
collections  made  by  Dom  Bouquet  and  Dom  Brial. 

5472*  Are  there  any  that  are  now  carrying  on  ? — There  is  at  this  moment  a gen- 
tleman (M.  Michel)  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  French  minister  to  tran- 
scribe, or  procure  transcripts,  and  edit  works  relative  to  the  early  history  and  litera- 
ture in  France  existing  in  this  country. 

5473*  Are  you  acquainted  with  what  has  been  done  of  a similar  nature  by  the 
Belgian  government  ? — Only  thus  far ; J have  seen  a copy  of  the  commission  issued 
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by  King  Leopold,  which  embraces  even  more  than  our  commission  here ; first,  it 
orders  that  a collection  of  the  national  chronicles,  charters,  diplomatic  instruments 
and  laws  should  be  made  ; and  in  the  second  place,  that  all  documents  of  a purely 
literary  nature  that  throw  light  upon  the  language,  manners  and  customs  of  the 
country,  should  be  collected  also. 

5474.  Should  be  collected  or  published  ? — Collected,  for  the  purpose  of  publi- 
cation ; but  nothing  has  yet  been  published  by  the  Belgian  commission. 

5475.  Are  other  foreign  states  engaged  in  inquiries  of  a similar  nature  for  eluci- 
dating the  early  history  of  their  respective  countries  ? — I think  it  has  always  been 
considered  an  object  with  foreign  governments  to  encourage  the  publication  of  his- 
torical works  relating  to  those  countries.  There  is  a collection  made  by  Langebeck 
for  Denmark,  and  there  is  also  a royal  commission  at  Copenhagen  for  the  publica- 
tion of  works,  not  merely  historical,  but  to  throw  light  upon  their  early  literature 
there  is  also  in  Germany  a collection  of  chronicles  and  early  documents  publishing 
by  Mr.  Pertz  of  Hanover,  of  which  three  volumes  have  appeared. 

5476.  Is  that  publishing  as  an  individual  speculation? — It  is  undertaken  by  sub- 
scription, but  I believe  there  is  great  assistance  afforded  to  it  by  donations  from  the 
sovereign,  and  the  principal  persons  in  the  country. 

5477.  Are  you  aware  of  any  others  ? — No,  I am  not. 

5478.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  works  of  this  nature  could  be  undertaken  "by  indi- 
viduals at  their  own  expense? — Certainly  not  without  considerable  loss. 

5479.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  publication  of  the  Close  Rolls? — I think  it 
one  of  the  most  valuable  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission. 

5480.  Do  you  apprehend  that  it  is  likely  to  be  of  extensive  utility  ? — I conceive 
so,  since  it  affords  not  only  very  useful  historical  information,  but  gives  to  the  anti- 
quarian very  minute  particulars  illustrative  of  the  manners,  institutions  and  customs, 
which  he  would  scarcely  find  elsewhere. 

5481.  With  respect  to  the  Patent  Rolls  ? — The  portion  I have  seen  is  executed  in 
a similarly  satisfactory  manner  by  the  same  gentleman,  Mr.  Hardy. 

5482.  With  respect  to  the  Pipe  Rolls? — There  are  two  that  have  been  printed 4 
the  first  of  which  is  now  acknowledged  to  be  the  30th  of  Henry  1,  which  was  for- 
merly considered  to  be  the  5th  of  Stephen,  and  another,  the  3d  of  John. 

5483.  Chairman.']  Was  it  printed  as  a Pipe  Roll  of  Stephen? — No,  as  the  30th 
of  Henry  1 ; and  it  is  proved  to  be  so  by  the  dissertation  of  the  editor,  Mr.  Hunter, 
prefixed. 

5484.  What  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  the  Fines? — There  is  a volume  of 
them  printed,  edited  by  Mr.  Hunter,  and  I conceive  them  of  considerable  utility; 

I have  myself  gone  through  the  original  fines  for  Hampshire  in  the  Chapter  House, 
and  I have  found  their  use  very  considerable. 

5485.  The  Norman  Rolls  ? — I have  had  less  occasion  to  consult  them,  but  I 
believe  them  at  the  same  time  to  be  of  great  use. 

5486.  The  Privy  Council  Books  ? — The  Privy  Council  Acts  are  unquestionably 
of  great  historical  information  and  interest. 

5487.  The  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis? — There  are  two  volumes  printed;  for  my 
own  researches,  I have  received  less  information  from  them  than  from  other  works 
of  the  commission,  but  at  the  same  time  I cannot  question  their  value,  because  I 
conceive  that  all  documents  of  a period  antecedent  to  Henry  the  3d’s  reign  should 
be  printed. 

5488.  The  Oblata  and  Fine  Rolls? — The  Fine  and  Oblata  Rolls  are  of  very 
great  use  indeed  ; there  are  two  volumes,  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Roberts, 
which  are  done  exceedingly  well. 

5489.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  intended  publication  of  the  Calendar  of  the 
Heirs  from  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem? — I think  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  county  historian  in  proving  the  descent  of  property,  providing  that  all  the 
information  contained  in  the  Inquisition  is  given,  printed  either  in  a tabular  form,  or 
in  any  other  way  that  might  be  deemed  more  economical. 

5490.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  collection  of  materials  for  the  History  of 
Britain,  that  part  that  has  been  printed? — I have  seen  the  volume,  but  I have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it  critically ; I saw  it  for  the  space  only  of  half 
an  hour.  With  regard  to  the  materials  collected  for  the  History  of  Britain,  I am 
acquainted  with  them,  because  I was  employed  for  six  years  in  collecting  them. 

5491.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  plan  of  that  work? — I think  some  objections 
to  the  plan  might  be  raised  ; first,  on  account  of  the  large  form,  since  it  might  have 
been  in  a less ; next,  it  does  not  admit  in  many  cases  of  ancient  translations  of 
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historical  works ; and,  thirdly,  because  the  prefaces  and  notes  are  written  in  Latin 
instead  of  English. 

5492.  In  what  language  does  it  appear  to  you  the  notes  and  the  prefaces  should 
have  been  written  ? — I conceive  in  English,  and  that  was  the  opinion  of  Gibbon. 
Such  a work  was  proposed  in  1778  by  Gibbon,  the  historian,  to  be  edited  by  Pin- 
kerton, and  he  insisted  upon  the  notes  and  prefaces  being  in  English. 

5493-  What  plan  would  you  recommend  for  the  continuance  and  completion  of 
that  work? — My  last  reply  would  partly  point  out  some  of  the  advantages  that 
would  be  gained  by  a different  sized  volume,  English  notes  and 'prefaces,  and  the 
addition  in  many  cases  of  ancient  translations,  such  as  the  Saxon  translation  of 
Bede  by  King  Alfred  ; the  translation  of  Peter  Langtoft  by  Robert  of  Brunne ; 
and  similar  instances  might  be  quoted. 

5494.  Would  you  recommend  the  work  proceeding  upon  the  plan  of  Dorn  Bou- 
quet, or  Muratori? — I do  not  see  any  great  objection  to  the  division  of  a chronicle 
into  portions  terminating  at  certain  dates,  because  although  in  the  early  annals  such 
portions  would  be  very  short,  still  at  later  periods  there  would  be  much  larger  por- 
tions, and  a tabular  index  would  show  you  where  the  remaining  part  was ; and 
there  would  be  a great  advantage  in  placing  in  juxta  position  what  related  to  the 
same  period. 

5495*  Chairman.']  Have  you  paid  great  attention  to  antiquarian  researches  ? — 
Yes,  I have  for  many  years. 

5496.  And  you  are  very  fond  of  them  ? — Yes. 

5497-  You  think  that  all  documents  antecedent  to  Henry  the  Third’s  reign 
ought  to  be  printed  ? — I do. 

5498.  At  the  public  expense? — Yes. 

5499-  You  say  you  think  that  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  have 
had  a very  valuable  influence  on  historians? — I divide  historians  into  general  histo- 
rians and  county  historians. 

5500.  Let  us  take  general  historians  first ; could  you  describe  any  instance  of 
that  valuable  influence  being  exerted  which  you  have  alluded  to  ? — No  single  in- 
stance is  required  ; I include,  in  my  reply.  Doomsday  Book  and  the  Valor  Eccle- 
siasticus  of  Pope  Nicholas ; the  historian  could  not  pass  them  without  consulting 
them. 

5501.  Could  you  state,  owing  to  consulting  them,  that  the  histories  published 
since  1800  have  been  better  than  those  that  had  been  published  before? — It  is  a 
self-evident  proposition. 

5502.  Is  it  the  fact? — It  is. 

5503.  Can  you  state  any  instance  in  which  Mr.  Hallam’s  work  is  better  in  con- 
sequence of  those  publications? — I think  it  is  a necessary  inference,  that  the 
general  historian  must  receive  an  advantage. 

5504.  Is  it  not  equally  a self-evident  proposition  that  it  is  possible  that  the 
general  historian  might  not  have  read  them  ? — It  is  possible,  but  not  probable. 

5505.  Could  you  bring  any  evidence  to  show  that  those  historians  have  read  those  ' 
works? — I cannot  bring  an  instance  from  memory,  but  I should  hardly  think  the 
fact  could  be  questioned. 

5506.  You  say  these  works  have  produced  a valuable  influence  on  history  ; can 
you  point  out  any  instance  of  it? — There  are  many  instances  which  could  be  pointed 
out,  but  not  off-hand. 

5507.  You  must  know  that  there  are  a great  many  important  points  in  our  his- 
tory and  our  constitution  which  have  been  made  matters  of  doubt  and  dispute ; 
can  you  mention  any  one  of  those  on  which  the  later  historians,  such  as  Hallam, 
Lingard  or  Sharon  Turner,  have  come  to  more  accurate  conclusions  concerning 
them,  as  you  suppose,  from  the  information  derived  from  the  works  of  the  Record 
Commission  ?— The  fact  is,  that  general  historians  only  consult,  at  least  with 
advantage,  certain  works  of  the  commission  which  have  been  pointed  out;  in  other 
respects  they  go  to  the  manuscripts  preserved  in  the  Museum  and  other  public 
libraries ; and  I know  that  Lingard  and  Sharon  Turner  frequently  refer  to  inedited 
chronicles  and  documents  in  the  British  Museum. 

5508.  That  is  the  very  strongest  argument  to  prove  the  inutility  of  these  pub- 
lications, because  the  instance  you  give  us  is  that  of  historians  who  have  written 
since  those  publications  have  been  published,  and  have  got  their  valuable  information 
110m  works  which  have  not  been  published;  did  I not  understand  you  in  addition 
to  say, ^ that  they  had  obtained  information  from  works  the  commission  have  pub- 
lished r You  forget  that  there  are  two  branches  of  this  commission;  one  is  to 
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collect  materials  for  the  history  of  Britain,  and  the  other  to  collect  information  gene 
rally  useful  to  the  topographer  and  historian ; now  with  regard  to  the  works  pub- 
lished by  the  commission,  they  are  chiefly  useful  to  the  topographer ; but  those 
three  works  I have  mentioned  must  be  generally  useful  to  the  historian. 

5509.  Cannot  you,  looking  to  the  case  of  a disputed  point  in  the  constitution  or 
in  the  history  or  the  manners  of  our  ancestors,  point  out  any  one  instance  in  which 
more  accurate  notions  prevail  at  the  present  day,  owing  to  the  labours  of  the  present 
commission  P — I could  point  out  a very  curious  record  discovered  and  printed  by 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

5510.  We  all  know  that  that  exists  in  the  Record  Office;  but  I want  you  to 
point  out  the  influence  it  has  had  upon  the  histories  of  England  that  have  been 
published  since  P — I think  the  publication  of  Doomsday  Book  is  a sufficient  answer 
to  that,  because  previously  to  that  time  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  get  access  to 
it ; the  historian  could  not  give  up  the  time  or  incur  the  expense  necessary  to  consult 
it  entire. 

5511.  I want  to  know  what  influence  the  publication  of  that  work  has  had ; I 
want  you  to  point  out  any  doubt  in  our  history  which  that  work  has  cleared  up? — 
Since  Doomsday  Book  has  been  published  entire,  it  must  be  allowed  to  throw  light 
upon  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  upon  the  numbers  of 
the  population,  the  state  of  society,  the  number  of  the  churches,  and  other  points. 

5512.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  that  was  not  known  before  the  Record  Com- 
mission published  Doomsday  Book? — Not  so  accurately. 

5513.  Not  the  general  population  of  the  empire? — No. 

5514.  I want  you  to  point  out  one  instance  of  any  one  obscure  or  disputed 
point  in  our  manners  or  history  which  has  been  cleared  up  by  any  one  of  the  works 
published  by  the  commission  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  give  any  further  answer. 

5515.  The  Right  hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.']  Do  you  not' imagine  that  the 
inedited  chronicles  and  the  inedited  records  in  the  British  Museum,  to  which  you 
mention  Dr.  Lingard  and  Mr.  Sharon  Turner  have  had  recourse,  were  pointed  out 
to  them  by  the  catalogues  of  the  Harleian,  Cottonian  and  Lansdowne  collections, 
that  have  been  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commissoners  ? — Yes, 
I should  conceive  so. 

551 6.  Mr.  Pasey.]  Axe  you  not  of  opinion  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  other 
historians  that  some  of  those  chronicles  should  be  published  ? — All  of  them ; and 
such  is  the  object  of  that  branch  of  the  commission  which  embraces  the  collection 
of  our  national  historians. 

55 17.  And  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  accomplishing  a great  saving  of  time? 
— Yes. 

5518.  Chairman.]  The  instance  you  have  given  now  to  Mr.  Wynn  is  an 
instance  of  the  advantage  derived  from  the  catalogues  published  by  the  commis- 
sion?— Yes. 

5519.  You  think  the  publication  of  those  catalogues  has  been  useful? — Yes. 

5520.  Did  you  write  a letter,  on  the  3d  of  January  1833,  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Records  ?•—  I did. 

5521-  -Am  I quoting  correctly  when  I quote  this  passage:  “ The  large  fees 
required  at  those  offices,  and  the  obstacles  placed  in  the  way  of  literary  men,  by 
some  of  those  persons  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  records,  have  made  me  unwil- 
lingly relinquish  all  attempts  to  gain  information,  only  to  be  acquired  by  incurring 
a heavy  expense,  or  an  unpleasant  personal  obligation  ” ? — I believe  that  to  be  a cor- 
rect quotation. 

5522.  That  is  a complaint  you  made  to  the  board  ? — It  is  a statement  I made 
to  the  board. 

5523.  In  the  form  of  a complaint  ? — Yes,  if  you  please. 

5524-  What  did  the  board  do  in  consequence  of  that  letter? — I received  no 
answer. 

5525-  -Are  you  aware  that  the  board  removed  the  evil  complained  of? — I have 
this  to  state,  that,  subsequently  to  that  application,  Mr.  Cooper  offered  me  free 
access  to  the  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 

5526.  When  was  that;  was  it  immediately  after,  so  that  you  can  say  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  letter? — I cannot  say  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  it;  it  was 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Caley. 

5527.  You  got  no  answer  to  this  letter? — No. 

5528.  It  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Cooper,  the  secretary  ?— Yes. 

5539*  And 
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5529.  And  subsequently  you  were  offered  free  access  to  the  Augmentation 
Office?— Yes.  6 

5539*  Do  y°u  know  whether  that  privilege  was  extended  to  other  persons  in  the 
same  situation  ? — I do  not  know.  I have  also  at  the  Tower  always  received  the 
greatest  assistance  from  Mr.  Hardy,  in  obtaining  access  to  any  document  there. 

5531-  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  Had  you  any  verbal  communi- 
cation with  the  secretary  of  the  commission  with  respect  to  this  letter  before  you 
wrote  it?  Yes,  certainly;  it  was,  I believe,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  ques- 
tion of  fees  before  the  notice  of  the  board. 

5532.  Chairman.]  The  statement  of  the  evil  is  perfectly  true? — Yes. 

5533"  We  may  take  it  as  a statement  of  the  obstacles  you  met  with  ? — Yes. 

5534-  And  you  do  not  know  of  any  measures  taken  by  the  board  to  remove  the 
obstacles  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

5535.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Was  that  letter  written  at  the  request  of  the  secre- 
tary ? — It  was,  to  bring  the  question  of  fees  before  the  board. 
t 5536-  Then,  if  no  written  answer  were  returned  to  you,  but  you  received  such 
increased  facilities  as  you  desired  to  have,  do  you  or  do  you  not  consider  that, 
practically,  you  had  such  a return  as  a letter  so  written  might  expect  to  receive  ? 
— Certainly  not ; because  the  facility  offered  me  was  merely  at  the  Augmentation 
Office,  but  at-  the  Rolls  Chapel  and  many  other  offices  there  is  no  facility 
whatever. 

5537-  The  question  referred  to  your  not  having  received  a written  reply? — 
I conceive  I ought  to  have  received  a written  reply,  stating  the  determination  of 
the  Board. 

553^*  Sir  Charles  Lemon.]  That  facility  was  afforded  to  you  individually  ? — 
Yes. 

5539-  You  are  not  aware  of  similar  facilities  to  the  public? — I am  not  aware  of 
any;  there  may  be. 


Sir  Henry  Ellis , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

554°-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  YOU  are  Principal  Librarian  of  the  British 
Museum  ? — I am. 

5541-  In  the  course  of  your  historical  pursuits  have  you  had  occasion  to  use  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commissioners? — To  a very  considerable  extent. 

5542.  Have  you  found  them  of  assistance  in  any  of  your  pursuits  ? — I have 
found  them  of  the  greatest  assistance ; particularly  when  I was  editing  Du<ffiale’s 
Monasticon.  I was  the  chief  editor  of  that  work,  and  I found  references  ^infor- 
mation in  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ' which  I could  not  have 
procured  from  any  other  quarter. 

5543-  Ei’om  your  knowledge  of  the  stores  of  national  records,  do  you  think  that 
the  selection  of  publications,  and  which  selection  has  been  made  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  commissioners,  has  been  made  judiciously  ? — I think  decidedly  so. 

. 5544*  Do  you  think  that  the  works  selected  by  the  present  commission  are  equal 
in  importance  and  utility  to  those  which  were  selected  by  former  commissions  ? — 
Quite  so,  considering  the  extent  of  time  which  the  existence  of  the  present  com- 
mission goes  over. 

554 5-  Have  you  perceived  any  improvement,  or  otherwise,  in  the  works  that 
have  appeared  under  the  existing  commission,  as  compared  with  the  works  under 
oimer  commissions? — I think,  generally  speaking,  there  has  been  a great  improve- 
ment, and  for  a reason  which  I will  give.  I was  myself  employed  at  an  early 
period  by  the  last  Record  Commission,  and  I was  perfectly  aware,  at  the  time  that 
commission  was  established,  that  it  was  difficult  to  find  competent  persons  to  pre- 
pare and  superintend  their  publications ; and  I have  no  doubt  that  some  of  the 
works  were  then  edited  by  persons  who  would  not  have  been  selected  by  the  pre- 
sent commission. 

554-6.  Do  you  think  that  the  historical  literature  of  the  country  has  been  influ- 
enced, beneficially,  by  the  works  published  under  the  successive  commissions? — * 

am  of  opinion  that  the  general  history  of  the  country  has  been  written  with  greater 
advantage  since  the  publication  of  the  record  works. 

5547-  Chairman. ] Owing  to  them  ? — Owing  to  them. 

5548.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Including  under  the  term  record  works  the  series  of 
ca  alogues,  with  which  I believe,  in  order  of  time,  those  works  commence,  and  ex- 
en  mg  y0ur  answer  down  with  reference  to  the  latest  works  that  have  issued  under 
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the  authority  of  the  existing  commission  ?— I beg  to  state  that  in  the  year  1801 
Mr.  Planta  had  finished  the  Cottonian  catalogue,  and  the  contents  of  that  cata- 
logue threw  almost  a new  light  upon  English  history.  In  Smith’s  catalogue,  (the 
only  catalogue  of  the  whole  collection  which  preceded  it,)  all  the  volumes  ofletters 
and  all  the  volumes  of  miscellaneous  historical  information  were  named  under  a 
single  title  of  perhaps  four  or  five  lines,  or  in  very  few  sentences.  Every  letter 
and  important  document  contained  in  the  different  manuscripts  was  inspected  by 
Mr.  Planta,  preparatory  to  his  catalogue,  and  a separate  title  given  to  each  article, 
however  small ; by  which  means  our  general  historians  of  late  have  received  great 
benefit:  and  though  Dr.  Lingard  and  Mr.  Sharon  Turner  may  not  have  quoted 
this  or  the  Lansdowne  catalogue  as  works  of  the  Record  Commission,  their  re- 
ferences for  facts  in  certain  periods  were  almost  entirely  drawn  from  the  catalogues 
published  by  the  Record  Commission.  I allude  particularly  to  the  Cottonian  and 
Lansdowne  catalogues.  The  frequent  reference  by  those  historians  to  single  letters 
in  the  Cottonian  and  Lansdowne  collections  would  prove  the  fact  to  any  one  who 
chose  to  look  into  their  volumes.  The  manuscripts  in  the  Cottonian  collection 
marked  Caligula,  B.  C.  D.  E.  (more  than  40  volumes,)  in  Smith’s  catalogue,  under 
veneral  titles  of  two  lines  each,  occupy  in  the  whole  no  more  than  two  columns ; 
and  the  contents  of  not  one  separate  article  are  named.  In  Mr.  Planta’s  catalogue 
the  detail  of  the  contents  of  those  same  manuscripts  fills  279  columns  (p.  46  to 
187)  and  gives  5,860  titles  of  detached  letters  and  documents,  all  of  deep  import- 
ance to  English' history,  which  were  before  hidden.  I could  name  many  more 
such  instances,  but  this  I think  sufficient. 

5549.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  the  French  government  have  or 
have  not  had  agents  in  England  to  transcribe  at  the  Museum,  or  other  public  libraries, 
documents  relating  to  the  history  of  France? — There  is  a gentleman  of  the  name 
of  M.  Michell,  who  has  been  for  two  or  three  years  in  our  reading-room  making 
and  superintending  transcripts,  both  of  an  historical  kind  and  illustrative  of  the 
ancient  literature  of  France.  I have  had  frequent  communications  with  him. 

5550.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  encouragement  of1  such  labours  is  worthy  the 

attention  of  the  French  government,  or  of  any  enlightened  government? — Unques- 
tionably.  . , . . 

5551.  Looking  at  the  series  of  works  which  have  issued  under  the  authority  ot  the 

Record  Commission,  do  you  consider  that  they  reflect  honour  upon  the  nation  ?— 
Undoubtedly  I do.  , , . 

5552.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  Government  did  not  undertake  such  works  that 

they  could  have  been  published,  or  would  have  been  published,  by  booksellers  as 
a private  speculation,  which  would  have  answered  to  themselves?— No  individual 
bookseller,  or  company  of  booksellers,  would  have  been  likely  to  enter  into  such  a 
speculation.  ......  , 

5553-  From  your  experience  as  a literary  man,  and  acquainted  with  the  arche- 
ological pursuits  of  others  also,  what  probability  is  there  of  remuneration  to  a 
literary  man  by  the  public  sale  of  any  work  consisting  of  original  documents,  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  history  which  they  might  illustrate?— -I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that 
question  fully.  I should  say  none.  At  the  time  I published  my  first  series  of  original 
letters,  and  afterwards  a second  series,  the  advice  I received  at  an  early  day  from 
my  bookseller  was,  “ Pray,  Sir,  give  your  work  any  name  but  that  of  State  Papers; 
it  was  considered  a name  that  would  not  sell  the  work ; that  with  it,  it  would  fall 
heavily  from  the  press.  And  I was  told  that  Lord  Hardwicke’s  State  Papers  did  not 
succeed  at  the  time  of  publication,  from  having  a bad  title,  that  is,  one  which 
did  not  call  attention  or  excite  curiosity. 

5554.  Do  you  know  under  what  circumstances  Thurloe’s  State  Papers  or  any 
other  general  collection  may  have  been  published  ? — I do  not  recollect,  but 
should  conceive  there  must  have  been  either  public  or  extensive  private  encourage- 
ment given  ; I can  hardly  think  that  those  works  were  undertaken  as  speculations. 

5555.  If  successful,  assuming  that  the  sale  of  such  a work  has  been  successful, 

do  you  consider  that  the  publication  to  which  your  attention  is  now  directed  is  at 
all  analogous  to  the  publication  of  those  works  issuing  under  the  Record  Commis- 
sion ; in  short,  does  it  consist  of  what  may  be  regarded  as  records? — I think,  in  a 
great  measure,  certainly.  . . 

5556.  You  do  not  therefore  mean  that  the  term  records  is  at  all  confined  to  legal 
instruments? — No,  I conceive  not. 

5557.  The  documents  published  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners have  been  in  a great  measure  confined  to  documents  more  nearly  approach- 
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ing  to  the  legal  character  of  records ; will  you  state  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  such 
publications,  confined  as  they  principally  have  been  to  the  legal  instruments : — 
what  is  your  opinion,  to  take  in  the  first  instance  the  Pipe  Rolls,  of  the  value  of  such 
publication? — The  Pipe  Rolls  are  extremely  important,  because  they  in  part  belong 
to  a very  early  and  dark  period  of  our  history.  They  are  important  both  to  general 
history  and  topography,  and  very  serviceable  to  the  genealogist. 

5558.  What  do  you  think  of  the  Close  Rolls? — They  are  certainly  important ; but 
I am  less  acquainted  with  them  than  with  the  Pipe  Rolls.  I know  they  form  a great 
fund  of  materials  for  history. 

5559.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  Privy  Council  Books  as  published 
by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  under  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners? — I think  they 
form  one  of  the  most  important  publications  for  English  history  that  I have  seen 
for  a length  of  time ; the  early  history  of  Henry  the  Fifth  and  the  Welsh  wars  are 
newly  developed  in  those  volumes. 

5560.  What,  is  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  publication  of  the  Rolls  of  the 
Curias  Regis? — They  are  judicial  proceedings  which  illustrate  manners  as  vrell  as 
history. 

5561.  Are  you  at  all  acquainted  with  the  “ Collection  of  materials  for  the 
History  of  Britain”  ? — I have  seen  most  of  the  materials,  I believe,  which  have  been 
prepared  for  Mr.  Petrie’s  publication  from  time  to  time. 

5562.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  plan  of  that  publication,  and  supposing  your 
answer  should  be  in  favour  of  that  plan  carried  to  a certain  period,  is  it  your  opinion 
that  the  same  plan  should  be  continued  or  varied  in  regard  to  later  periods,  speci- 
fying the  periods  respectively  ? — As  far  as  the  talent  and  ability  of  Mr.  Petrie  go,  I 
should  be  quite  content  to  have  the  chronicles  in  the  form  in  which  he  is  about  to 
give  them  ; but  I myself  should  have  preferred,  if  the  work  had  not  been  placed  in 
his  hands,  the  publication  of  the  historians  themselves  separately ; I mean  the 
integral  work  of  each  historian. 

5563.  You  would  have  preferred  the  plan  of  Muratori  to  that  of  Dom  Bouquet? 
— Yes ; but  the  work  is  in  the  hands  of  a man  so  able  to  conduct  it,  that  I feel  quite 
satisfied. 

5564.  The  former  question  had  reference  to  the  existing  plan,  namely,  that  which 
has  been  adopted  similar  to  that  of  Dom  Bouquet  in  reference  to  the  period  previ- 
ous to  the  Conquest,  being  applicable  to  a later  period,  and  whether  that  plan  might 
be  varied,  and  that  of  Muratori  adopted  in  respect  to  a subsequent  period,  and 
you  are  requested  to  specify  the  period,  if  in  your  judgment  such  variation  is 
desirable,  at  which  it  should  commence ; will  you  be  pleased  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee whether  you  regard  it  as  expedient  to  adopt  the  plan  as  it  is  at  present  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Petrie  down  to  the  period  of  the  Conquest,  and  resume  the  publi- 
cation of  that  work  upon  the  plan  of  Muratori  subsequent  to  that  period,  or 
varying  the  period  according  to  your  sense  of  its  fitness  ? — If  it  is  to  be  varied, 
I would  adopt  the  period  of  the  Conquest  to  begin  the  change. 

5565.  In  a previous  answer  you  have  laid  considerable  stress  upon  the  peculiar 
fitness  of  Mr.  Petrie,  entitling  him  to  your  confidence  in  the  conduct  of  the  work, 
which  necessarily  requires  more  judgment  than  the  reprint  or  the  publication  of  an 
integral  work  ? — Yes. 

5566.  Do  you  consider  that,  practically,  you  are  giving  your  confidence — in  any 
work  compiled  on  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet — to  the  original  author  whose  works 
are  extracted,  so  much  as  to  the  editor  by  whom  they  are  extracted  and  brought 
into  juxta-position ; in  short,  have  you  in  any  instance  the  full  value  of  the  testi- 
mony of  the  original  author  as  he  himself  gave  it,  or  have  you  not  that  evidence  as 
it  may  be  selected  by  the  judgment  of  another  person  reading  such  original  authors  ? 
— My  very  long  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Petrie,  and  my  perfect  knowledge  of  his 
zeal  and  fidelity,  and  that  peculiar  tact  which  he  has  in  the  examination  of  old 
English  history,  induce  me  to  give  him  my  fullest  confidence : but  I should  doubt 
very  much  the  propriety  of  giving  that  confidence  to  a man  who  had  not  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  reading  history  previous  to  his  undertaking  such  a work. 

5567*  Supposing  that  you  would  prefer  that  the  work  should  be  continued  upon 
its  existing  plan  so  long  as  it  should  continue  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Petrie,  would  you  or 
would  you  not  recommend  that  it  should  be  so  continued  in  any  other  hands  to 
which  the  work  might  hereafter  be  committed  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Petrie,  prior 
to  the  completion  of  the  work  now  very  safely  committed  to  his  hands  ? — I should, 
under  such  circumstances,  consider  that  the  completion  of  such  a work,  even  pre- 
vious to  the  Conquest,  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  any  individual  other 
than  Mr.  Petrie  ; it  should  at  all  events  be  with  a small  council  of  individuals. 
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5568.  In  what  language  does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  preface  and  notes  to 
such  a work  ought  to  be  written  ? — Decidedly  in  English. 

5569.  Chairman .]  You  have  stated  that  you  thought  the  publications  of  the 
Record  Commission  have  had  an  useful  effect  on  the  writing  of  history ; and  you 
gave,  as  an  instance,  the  information  which,  you  were  convinced  from  their 
references,  Dr.  Lingard  and  Mr.  Sharon  Turner  must  have  derived  from  the 
catalogues  published  by  the  commission? — Yes,  through  the  medium  of  the  cata- 
logues*^ because,  as  I have  mentioned,  the  single  articles  and  letters  of  mdst  import- 
ance to  history  were  not  specified  in  the  old  catalogues,  nor  till  those  came  out 
which  have  been  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  Record  Commission. 

5570.  You  think  those  catalogues  have  conferred  a very  great  benefit  on  those  ■ 
writers? — I do. 

5571.  That  they  have  given  them  a clue  that  they  did  not  possess  before? — 
Certainly. 

5572.  Have  Dr.  Lingard  and  Mr.  Sharon  Turner,  as  far  as  you  can  perceive 
from  their  works,  derived  all  the  information  that  they  could  have  derived  from  the 
documents  in  the  Chapter  House,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  or  the  Tower  or  the  Augmen- 
tation Office  ? — I have  no  means  of  knowing  the  access  they  had  to  those  offices ; 
but  I should  think  that  during  the  periods  prior  to  Henry  the  Eighth  and  Edward 
the  Sixth  they  would  not  have  found  much  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 

5573.  Do  you  think  they  have  derived  all  the  information  tha.t  an  historian 
would  wish  to  have  from  those  offices? — I have  no  knowledge  of  their  having  made 
application  for  admission  to  those  offices. 

5574.  Do  you  think  that  they  have  consulted  documents  in  those  offices? — I do 
not  recollect  any  references  to  them. 

5575.  Do  you  not  think  if  they  had  had  catalogues  of  the  documents  in  those 
offices,  similar  to  those  published  by  the  commission,  which  you  describe  as  being 
so  useful,  that  they  might  possibly  have  been  referred  to  the  valuable  informa- 
tion contained  therein  ? — No  doubt.  Will  you  allow  me  to  say,  that  I conceive 
English  works  on  topography  have  put  on  an  improved  aspect  since  1 800,  owing  to 
the  facility  which  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  afforded  to  different  writers 
in  point  of  reference.  The  record  volumes  gave  dates  and  places  and  names,  which 
enabled  them  to  refer  to  the  records  themselves,  and  improve  their  works,  not  only 
in  information,  but  in  accuracy. 

5576.  Particularly  those  catalogues  ? — Yes,  and  the  other  works  j the  Inquisi- 
tiones  Post  Mortem,  for  instance.  Previous  to  the  year  1800,  I know  from  expe- 
rience, if  I had  wanted  to  trace  any  property  in  Oxfordshire,  Northamptonshire, 
or  any  other  cpunty,  we  had  manuscript  calendars  from  several  offices  containing 
such  information  in  the  Museum ; but  you  were  obliged  to  pass  , your  finger  down 
the  page  for  the  county  in  the  margin,  and  to  go  through  the  volume,  probably  to 
make  very  imperfect  selections ; whereas,  when  the  Record  Commission  came  to 
print  better  calendars  and  catalogues,  and  put  indexes  of  persons  and  places  to 
them,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  what  facility  was  given,  and  what  time  was 
saved,  in  such  researches. 

5577.  You  have  published  a work  entitled  Selections  from  English  History? — 
“ Original  Letters,  illustrative  of  English  History.” 

5578.  Those  I think  are  from  originals  in  the  British  Museum  ? — Chiefly. 

5579.  Any  from  the  record  offices  ? — I think  there  are  one  or  two  from  Lord 
Lisle’s  correspondence,  in  the  Chapter-house,  -which  Mr.  Caley  favoured  me  with, 
and  one  or  two  from  the  Tower. 

5580.  Should  you  have  known  of  those  in  the  Chapter-house  if  Mr.  Caley  had 
not  supplied  you  with  the  information  ? — I was  upon  intimate  terms  with  Mr. 
Caley,  and  occasionally  looked  over  the  documents  there ; but  if  I had  not  had 
the  Cottonian  catalogue,  although  I was  keeper  of  the  manuscripts  at  the  Museum 
at  that  time,  I should  not  have  produced  the  work  with  anything  like  the  rapidity 
I did. 

5581.  That  is  to  say,  that  an  accurate  catalogue  supplied  you  with  a clue  to  the 
information  contained  in  those  collections? — Yes,  to  a great  extent. 

5582.  And  not  having  that  clue  in  the  other  offices  you  could  only  avail  yourself 
of  that  information  furnished  by  the  respective  keepers? — Just  so. 

5583.  Do  you  not  think  if  a good  arrangement  existed  in  the  record  offices,  if 
they  were  brought  together,  and  such  as  required  it  were  transcribed,  and  above  all, 
if  catalogues  as  good  as  those  of  the  Harleian  and  Cottonian  manuscripts  were 
prepared  and  printed,  and  the  whole  thrown  open  to  easy  access  by  the  public, 
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that  works  similar  to  yours  would  be  undertaken  by  authors  and  published ; I mean 
similar,  so  far  as  they  are  selections  from  a great  mass  of  records,  of  which  some 
are  valuable,  but  the  whole  not  interesting  to  the  public  ? — Yes. 

5584.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  publication  of  such  selections  of  those  parts  of 
that  information  which  are  most  interesting  to  the  public  would  have  a very  good 
effect,  in  exciting  the  public  curiosity  and  referring  them  to  those  original  sources 
from  which  history  would  best  be  written? — No  doubt. 

5585.  You  think,  if  proper  facilities  were  afforded  for  access  to  the  records,  and 
a proper  clue  to  the  information  contained  in  them,  that  such  works  might  be 
undertaken  by  individuals? — Yes,  certainly but  our  record  offices  must  be  placed 
under  safe  and  particular  charge,  because  there  are  documents  contained  in  them 
that  relate  to  the  descent  of  property,  and  it  would'  be  desirable  to  keep  the  great 
mass  of  the  public  from  indiscriminately  using  them. 

5586.  You  would  have  no  objection  to  let  in  people  of  whose  respectability  you 
are  perfectly  assured,  under  proper  precautions,  to  investigate  them  ; you  see  no 
objection  to  that? — No,  I do  not. 

5587.  Mr.  Pasey.']  Should  you  consider  a selection  of  that  nature  as  superseding 
the  necessity,  on  the  part  of  the  historian  in  the  compilation  of  such  a work,  of 
referring  to  the  original  documents  from  which  that  selection  was  made  ? — No, 
certainly  not. 

5588.  And,  therefore,  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  public,  to  facili- 
tate the  labours  of  the  historian,  should  publish  in  ecctenso  many  such  original 
letters  and  inedited  chronicles? — Yes. 

5589.  Are  there  many  such  documents  in  the  British  Museum  which  you  think 
it  would  be  material  to  publish  ? — There  are  some  inedited  chronicles,  I believe, 
but  Mr.  Petrie  is  quite  aware  of  them,  and  has  them  in  his  list  to  use  in  continuing 
his  great  historical  work. 

5590>  Chairman  You  did  not  suppose  that  I meant  that  selections  were  to  super- 
sede the  original  documents  ? — No,  certainly. 

559  V y°u  not  think  that  the  publication  of  such  selections  as  are  most 

interesting  to  the  public  would  have  a very  excellent  effect,  in  exciting  historical 
curiosity  and  directing  it  to  proper  sources? — Certainly,  a very  beneficial  effect. 


Luna,  20°  die  Junii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Dr.  Bowring.  Mr.  Hawes. 

Mr.  Pusey.  | Sir  Charles  Lemon. 

MR.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Rowley  Lascelles , Esq.  (one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Bench  of  the  Honourable 
Society  of  the  Middle  Temple),  called  in ; and  Examined. 


5592.  Chairman. \ YOU  were  a member  of  the  Irish  Record  Commission? I 

was;  but  that  was  16  years  ago. 

5593-  You  have  presented  a petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Government  towards  you,  and  also  of  the  conduct  of  our 
new  English  Record  Commission? — Yes. 

5594-  You  presented  that  complaint  ? — Yes. 

5595-  Have  the  goodness  to  state  the  substance  of  your  complaint  ? That  is 

done  very  succinctly  in  my  petition,  and  much  better  than  I could  do  in  an  oral 
statement;  it  would  not  occupy  more  than  three  minutes  if  I were  to  read  it  out. 
.1  D'“J0U  a8Tee  with  tlle  Government  to  compile  and  edit  a work  entitled 
the  ■“  Liber  Hibernim”? — I did. 

. 5597-  With  whom  did  you  make  that  agreement  ?— ' With  Mr.  Goulburn. 

5598.  In  what  capacity  was  Mr.  Goulburn  ?— He  was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
an  . 1 made  it  not  as  connected  with  the  Irish  Record  Commission ; I was 

T.-ti  y unconnected  with  it  at  the  time;  I had  ceased  to  have  any  communication 

itn  it  or  towards  it ; I made  it  as  a private  individual. 

5599-  You  were  not  then  in  the  commission? — No. 


5600.  Had 
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.5600.  Had  you  formally  resigned  ? — I had  not  formally,  but  I had  substan- 
tially ; not  expressly,  but  in  fact ; for  1 had  returned  home  to  England,  and 
Government  consented  to  make  use  of  the  materials  1 had  collected  in  Ireland. 

5601 . In  what  way  did  you  make  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Goulburn ; was  it  a 
written  agreement  ? — There  was  a bond,  but  in  the  course  of  two  years,  the  agree- 
ment was  opened  and  extended. 

5602.  Where  is  that  bond  ? — I suppose  that  it  is  in  the  possession  of  the 

^ 5603.^ You  have  not  got  it? — No ; it  was  waived,  and  we  made  a new  arrange- 
ment in  1824. 

5604.  Wafs  that  written?— No. 

5605.  Are  the  conditions  of  it  stated  in  writing  at  all?- — No ; the  agreement 
was  partly  executed  at  the  time,  and  every  year  the  execution  of  it  proceeded  on 
my  part,  and  there  was  an  annual  settlement  and  periodical  approval  of  the  work. 

5606.  What  was  the  substance  of  the  agreement;  that  you  were  to  do  this 
work,  and  receive  a certain  pay?— To  do  the  work,  and  receive  a provisional 
salary  ad  interim  of  500 1.  a year  ; and  it  was  understood  that  at  the  end  I should 
be  suitably  provided  for. 

5607.  How  do  you  mean  provided  for? — Either  in  the  way  of  some  employ- 
ment being  given  to  me,  or  in  any  other  way  that  the  Government  in  its  own  con- 
science should  choose  to  provide  for  me.  Here  is  Mr.  Goulburn’s  letter  acknow- 
ledging the  agreement  afterwards ; but  in  the  meanwhile  there  was  a part  execu- 
tion at  the  time;  each  year  it  went  on — [the  Witness  here  showing  the  work]— in 
this  way,  in  seven  or  nine  parts  concurrently  printed.  The  integral  design  and 
plan  were  denoted  in  the  title-page  and  table  of  contents. 

5608.  How  much  did  you  print  the  first  year  of  those  parts? — The  first  year 
a considerable  portion  of  Part  the  Second  ; I cannot  charge  my  recollection  with 
the  details  as  to  the  other  parts  chronologically,  but  it  went  on  rapidly ; in  the 
course  of  five  years  these  two  volumes  were  thrown  off. 

5609.  They  were  published  in  parts?— Yes;  the  parts  were  paged  distinctly 
in  order  to  be  printed  concurrently. 

5610.  When  printed,  were  they  laid  before  the  Government? — Yes,  imme- 
diately. Sir  Thomas  Tomlins  was  the  agent  between  Government  and  me ; he 
received  them ; Government  approved  of  them,  and  I received  that  provisional 
500 1.  a year. 

5611.  The  agreement  not  being  written,  the  proof  you  give  of  it  is,  that  your 
work  was  done  according  to  the  obvious  understanding  of  such  an  agreement ; 
that  the  work  was  laid  before  the  Government,  and  you  received  pay  for  it  ? — 
Yes,  that  there  was  continual  execution  and  payment  on  the  foot  of  it ; here  is  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Goulburn,  written  at  my  desire  in  the  year  1832,  acknowledging 
the  agreement  that  he  made  with  me. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  folloioing  Letter: ] 

My  dear  Sir,  Betchworth,  23  April  1832. 

Your  letter,  forwarded  by  the  coach,  has  just  reached  me,  and  as  the  post  is  on  the  eve 
of  being  despatched,  I am  obliged  to  write  a very  hasty  reply.  I cannot  undertake  to  say 
from  recollection  what  was  the  precise  arrangement  made  with  you  at.  the  different  periods 
to  which  you  refer,  but  there  must  be  memoranda  or  letters  in  the  Irish  Office  and  Treasury 
detailing  all  that  any  department  of  Government  can.  now  desire  to  know.  My  view  of 
your  case  has,  as  far  as  I recollect,  been  uniformly  that  you  should  be  permitted  to  complete 
the  work  in  which  you  were  engaged  at  the  time  of  your  departure  from  Ireland,  and 
which  I,  on  Lord  lledesdale’s  recommendation,  authorized  you  to  undertake  when  I was 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  Whenever  the  question  has  been  subsequently  brought  before 
me,  I have  always  advocated  the  same  course,  namely,  the  completion  of  the  work;  and 
if  I were  now  to  give  an  opinion,  I should  certainly  do  the  same.  I have  no  doubt  that 
this  opinion  of  mine  has  been  made  known  to  you  at  different  times,  and  if,  therefore,  any 
other  course  be  now  pursued,  I think  you  will  have  some  reason  to  complain  that  your  just 
expectations  have  been  disappointed.  I am  sorry,  in  the  absence  of  all  papers,  to  be 
obliged  to'speak  from  general  recollection, -and  therefore  to  be  unable  to  give  you  the  precise 
reply  which  you  appear  to  expect  from  me. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  yours  ever  most  faithfully, 

Henry  Goulburn. 

5612.  So  you  went  on  for  five  years  printing  this  work  and  receiving  500/.  ? 
Yes. 

5613.  Did  you  receive,  from  1824,  2,500/.  ? — From  1822  till  the  end  of  1830. 

5614.  You  received  500/. a year? — Yes. 

* 5615.  Thai 
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5615.  That  is  4,000/.? — Yes. 

5616.  When  was  the  stoppage  of  the  work? — The  work  was  stopped  by  an 
order  under  the  Wellington  administration,  on  the  ground  of  retrenchment  and 
public  economy ; but  towards  the  close  of  that  year  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  took 
steps  to  countermand  such  order. 

5617.  State  the  date  when  it  was  stopped? — January  1830. 

5618.  By  whose  orders? — By  the  order  of  the  Irish  secretary,  .Lord  Francis 
Egerton:  then  in  some  months  after  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  as  chief  secretary, 
revoked  or  countermanded  the  order  of  Lord  Francis  Egerton.  Here  is  a letter 
from  the  under  secretary  acknowledging  that  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  had  put  my 
name  down  for  the  next  two  years’  salary. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Great  Queen  Street,  Saturday  Morning,  21  April  1832. 

I can  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  in  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  that  Sir  Henry 
Hardinge  (had  he  continued  in  his  office)  intended  to  propose  a vote  of  1000/.  to  Parliament 
(or  two  years’  salary)  for  the  years  1830  and  1831,  at  the  end  of  which  period  you  expected 
to  be  able  to  close  the  two  volumes  of  the  work,  entitled  the  “ Liber  Hiberni®.”  Believe 
me,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  very  faithfully,  q p,- 


II.  Lascelles,  Esq. 


20  June  1836. 


Sir  Henry  Hardinge  not  only  proposed  to  do  it  but  did  it,  and  the  item  was  put 
into  the  estimates,  which  covered  1830  and  1831. 

5619.  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  was  not  in  office? — No,  not  at  the  beginning,  but 
towards  the  end  of  1830,  when  he  made  the  arrangement ; it  was  inchoate  only. 

5620.  Did  you  go  on  with  your  work? — I went  on  revising  it ; but  the  press 
was  stopped. 

5621.  Did  you  receive  any  pay  for  1830  and  1831? — No;  but  the  Treasury 
made  me  an  offer  of  500 /.  upon  a receipt  in  full  of  all  demands.  I declined 
acceding  to  it  on  that  condition,  and  two  years  afterwards  the  late  Speaker,  Lord 
Canterbury,  induced  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  money  without  that  condition,  as 
I had  particular  occasion  for  the  money  at  that  time.  I received  it  “ on  account 
they  waived  the  condition,  because  I positively  refused  to  renounce  my  claim. 

5622.  What  did  you  receive? — Five  hundred  pounds,  which  paid  up  the  year 
1830. 

5623.  When  was  this? — In  the  years  1832  and  1834,  in  two  payments  of 
200/.  and  300/.  severally. 

5624.  You  still  claim  payment  since  1830? — Certainly  I do,  till  the  work  is 
completed. 

5625.  Did  you  receive  any  order  from  the  Treasury  then  to  continue  your 

work? — No.  ‘ 

5626.  What  has  been  done  since  about  your  annual  payment?' — I have  received 
none. 

5627.  In  1832  did  the  Government  say  it  considered  this  engagement  with  you 
at  an  end  ? — No,  they  merely  paid  that  money,  I refused  to  give  a receipt  so 
worded  ; it  stated  merely  “ Received  so  much  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,”  and 
signed  with  my  name ; and  I wrote  to  Colonel  Stewart  at  the  time  to  draw  their 
Lordships’  attention  to  that  point  specially. 

5628.  You  think  that  your  agreement  is  still  existing  and  binding,  and  that 
you  are  entitled  to  500/.  a year  for  all  the  years  since  1830  ? — Undoubtedly. 

5629.  Have  not  the  Treasury  given  you  in  any  way  to  understand  that  they  do 
not  consider  the  agreement  binding? — Yes,  they  have. 

5630.  When  do  they  say  they  put  afi  end  to  the  agreement  ? — In  fact  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year  1830,  or  in  August  1831  ; but  they  notified  it  to  me  in 
writing  in  August  or  September  1832,  for  the  first  time.  They  referred  the  matter 
to  the  Board  of  Records  in  1831,  which  reported  upon  the  work. 

5631 . Did  the  Record  Commission  report  upon  the  work? — In  the  following- 
year  ; but  I want  to  show  and  prove  that  the  determination  of  the  Treasury  not  to 
go  on  with  the  work  was  father  to  the  report,  and  not  the  report  to  the  deter- 
mination. 

5632.  How  do  you  prove  that? — Besides  the  internal  evidence  of  the  transac- 
tion, in  many  ways ; but  I think  I can  even  prove  it  in  this  way : there  is  a copy 
of  the  “ Liber  Hibernire  ” presented  to  the  British  Museum,  and  on  the  fly-leaf 
are  these  words:  “The  Liber  Hjbernias  was  not  compiled  under  the  direction  of 
“ the  Record  Board.”  [That  is  true.]  “ It  arose  from  the  Treasury.  In  1831  the 
“ Record  Board  was  requested  to  report  upon  it,  and  it  is  understood  that  in  con- 
sequence of  that  report  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work  was  suspended.” 

The  report  did  not  come  out  till  1832,  and  this  was  written  in  1831. 

°-33*  3 t 5633.  How 
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R.Lascelles,  Esq.  5633.  How  do  you  know  that? — This  was  written  when  or  before  the  book  was 
. presented  ; there  it  is  in  the  copy ; the  book  speaks  for  itself  when  it  was  presented. 

20  June  1836.  5634.  In  whose' hand- writing  is  that? — I suppose  in  the  Tiand-writing  or  by  the 

orders  of  the  person  who  presented  the  book. 

5635.  Do  you  know  Sny  thing  of  the  hand-writing  ?— I do  not  know  any  thing 
of  the  h.and-w-riting.  That  can  be  ascertained. 

5636.  Then  all  that  this  amounts  to  is,  that  in  a certain  book  in  the  British. 
Museum  such  and  such  a fact  is  stated ? — Mr.  Cooper  has  sent  that  book,  and 
made  that  advertisement  in  it,  which  is  evidently  untrue. 

5637.  How  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Cooper  sent  it? — I presume  it  very  strongly. 

I inquired  of  one  of  the  librarians,  and  he  told  me  it  was  understood  to  be  Mr. 
Cpoper.  > 

5638.  Under  the  Record  Commission  ? — Yes.  ■ ‘ 

5639.  How  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Cooper,  or  whoever  wrote  it,  wrote  it  before 
the  report  was  presented.  When  was  this  volume  presented  ?— I do  not  know, 
nor  is  it  essential  to  know  it. 

•5640.  I think  it  very  essential;  you  give  that  as  a proof  that  before  the  report 
was  presented  it  was  determined  that  the  work  should  be  stopped? — Yes,  that  the 
determination  was  father  to  the  report. 

5641.  It  would  go  some  way  to  prove  that  if  you  could  show  when  this  was 
written? — It  was  stopped  in  point  of  fact  in  1831. 

5642.  Can  you  prove  when  it  was  written  ? — I imagine  it  is  enough  to  presume 
that  it  was  written  at  or  before  the  time  the  book  was  sent. 

5643.  How  do  you  know  when  it  was  sent? — That  must  be  upon  presumption. 

5644.  You  have  forgotten  the  most  important  part  of  this  paper,  namely,  the 
date  of  its  being  written? — It  has  a date  in  the  body  of'  it  that  convicts  it  of  a 
mis-statement ; that  paper  says  what  is  perfectly  true,  that  the  work  was  finally 
stopped  in  1831,  by  the  then  Treasury,  and  then  forgetting  the  truth,  it  says  that 
it  was  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Records.  Now,  the  report 
was  long  subsequent,  nine  riionths  subsequent  to  the  second  stopping  of  the 
work ; therefore  the  stopping  of  the  work  gave  rise  to  the  report,  and  not  the  report 
to  the  stopping  of  the  work. 

5645.  The  claim  you  come  before  the  Committee  to  substantiate  is  a claim  for 
500/.  a year  since  the  year  1830  ? — Since  the  close  of  the  year  1830. 

5646.  On  what  do  you  found  that  claim? — I had  given  up  20  years  of  my  life 
to  this  work. 

5647.  On  what  agreement  ? — Lord  Redesdale  is  not  alive  who  conferred  with 
me  and  Mr.  Goulburn  about  it ; but  in  such  undertakings  it  is  common  sense. 

5648.  I understand  this,  your  claim  is  not  for  work  done  on  the  authority  of 
the  Treasury,  but  on  the  ground  of  their  having  entered  into  an  agreement 
which  they  could  not  break  at  their  pleasure  ? —Yes ; that  is  my  case. 

5649.  Your  ground  is  not  a claim  for  work  done,  but  a claim  under  an 
agreement  under  which  you  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  have  completed  the 
work  and  earned  the  ultimate  consideration  as  well  as  the  provisional  salary  ?— 
Y es  ; that  is  my  case. 

5650.  That  claim  is  founded,  not  upon  any  considerations  of  equity,  like  a 
quantum  meruit , but  upon  a specific  agreement ; where  is  that  specific  agree- 
ment?— There  is  none  such,  or  if  there  were,  it  was  waived.  I stand  on  the 
agreement  of  1824. 

5651.  What  proof  have  you  of  it? — That  is  the  proof  of  it  [pointing  to  the  two 
volumes],  allowed  every  year. 

5652.  It  amounts  to  an  agreement  to  do  certain  work,  and  that  is  the  proof 
that  the  work  was  done  in  performance  of  the  agreement,  because  the  party 
who  made  the  agreement  received  it  and  paid  you  for  it,  and  made  no  objec- 
tion ; but  what  you  have  to  substantiate  is  this,  not  only  that  they  made  an 
agreement  with  you  to  do  the  work  in  that  way,  but  that  you  were  to  finish 
the  work  in  any  time  you  pleased  to  take  about  it? — Any  reasonable  time,  acting 
diligently  and  bona  Jide,  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

5653.  That  they  had  no  right  to  stop  the  work? — None  whatever. 

5654.  That  is  the  matter  upon  which  we  want  proof;  the  Treasury  say  we 
have  a right  to  stop  it  in  1830,  and  we  will  not  pay  you  for  any  thing  beyond 
that? — This  is  an  integral  plan,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  title  page;  it  .went  on  from 
year  to  year,  and  as  clearly  as  a radius  describes  a circle,  this  points  to  a 
definite  conclusion,  independently  of  any  caprice  of  either  party. 

5055 • There 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


5i5 


5655.  There  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  an  integral  plan,  but  what  proof  have 
you  that  the  Treasury,  when  they  made  the  agreement  with  you,  authorized  you 
to  consider  that  they  had  no  right  to  break  it  off  till  you  had  executed  that  plan  ? 
. — It  is  always  implied  ; if  you  desire  an  architect  to  build  a house,  and  he  has 
built  all  but  a closet  and  staircase,  it  is  intended  he.  should  complete  the 
house.  This  is  an  entire  subject  like  a building;  I have  executed  nine-tenth 
parts,  and  it  is  implied  that  the  remaining  tenth  is  to  be  executed. 

• 5656.  Suppose-  the  Treasury  is  dissatisfied  with  that  which  is  done? — They 
should  have  come  to  me,  but  they  have  never  s.aid  so  ; they  did  not  dare  do  it ; 
they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it  and  save  the  money ; they  were  sick  of  these  works. 

5657.  Suppose  they  did  want  to  get  rid  of  the  work  and  save  the  money, 
can  you  say  it  was  a breach  of  an  agreement  ?— - It  is  a capricious  and  despotic 
breach  of  agreement. 

5658.  What  agreement  have  you? — There  is  an  implied  agreement,  with  an 
instant,  actual  and  continual  performance  and  approval  of  the  work  and  provi- 
sional payment. 

5659.  What  proof  have  you  of  an  agreement  for  the  continuation  till  it  was 
finished  ? — The  title  page  is  enough,  with  the  bare  view  of  the  work  itself. 

5660.  That  is  your  proof? — Yes ; look  at  the  title-page,  look  at  the  description 
of  the  work. 

566! . That  is  your  claim  against  the  Government  ? — Yes ; but  it  is  really  neces- 
sary I should  exhibit  something  of  the  nature  of  the  work. 

5662.  You  state  in  your  petition  you  have  a letter  of  Lord  Redesdale’s,  who 
was  witness  to  the  original  agreement;  do  you  mean  the  agreement  of  1822  or 
1824?— Both;  1822  and  1824. 

5663.  That  of  1822  is  not  the  existing  agreement  ? — No. 

5664.  In  the  original  agreement  of  1822,  is  there  any  stipulation  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work? — Yes;  but  of  1824,  not;  that  was  understood  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  undertaking,  no  part  of  which  was  in  writing. 

5665.  Have  you  any  witnesses  that  could  prove  the  fact  that  the  Treasury  con- 
sidered itself  bound  to  go  on  paying  you  a salary  till  you  had  finished  the  work  ? 
— Mr.  Goulburn,  Sir  Henry  Hardinge.  But  Sir  Charles  Flint,  the  King’s  Printer 
(Mr.  R.  Spottiswoode),  and  Mr.  Cayley,  are  dead.  Sir  T.  Tomlins  is  settled  in  France 
for  life.  Lord  Canterbury  assured  me  he  would  confer  with  Lord  Grey  or  Lord 
Melbourne  upon  some  favourable  opportunity,  and  he  was  sure  the  Government 
would  not  resist  such  a claim.  But  they  are  all  wrong  about  it ; they  do  not  under- 
stand it,  or  they  have  been  sporting  themselves  with  me. 

5 666.  That  is  your  complaint  against  the  Government,  and  the  nature  of  your 
claim  ? — Yes,  and  my  claim  is  for  specific  performance  or  compensation. 

5667.  What  is  your  complaint  against  the  Record  Commission  ?—  My  complaint 
against  the  Record  Commission  is  this,  that  they  have  reported  upon  the  work;  and 
the  Treasury  having  promised  me,  on  the  reference  being  made,  that  I should  see 
the  report,  they  have  suffered  the  secretary,  at  his  own  movement,  or  under  their 
authority,  to  make  it  a sealed  and  secret  one  from  vie  only. 

5668.  In  1831,  the  Treasury  wishing  to  know  whether  your  work  was  a proper 
one  to  be  continued,  referred  it  to  the  Record  Commission,  and  they  made  a report, 
in  consequence  of  which  your  work  was  stopped,  and  you  complain  that  that 
report  was  not  shown  to  you? — Yes ; but  I do  not  admit  all  that  is  stated  in  the 
question.  The  Treasury  wished  to  get  a colourable  case  to  get  rid  of  the  work; 
they  were  tired  of  it,  they  changed  their  minds  and  politics ; and  I am  told  by  that 
notice  on  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Museum  copy  and  from  the  Treasury,  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  report.  I deny  it ; I say  the  report  was  in  consequence  of  the 
pre-determination  of  the  Treasury. 

5669.  Then  the  report  did  you  no  harm? — Yes,  it  did;  it  furnished  the  Trea- 
sury with  plausible  authority  to  persist  in  its  wrongful  determination,  instead  of 
setting  it  right. 

5670.  Your  charge  against  the  Board  is,  that  they  made  their  report  and  you 
have  not  seen  it? — Here  is  a reference  between  two  parties  ; the  Treasury  is  one 
party,  and  I am  the  other.  I condescended  to  appear  before  their  Record  Board. 
They  had  no  power  to  compel  me  to  appear,  but  I answered  them  with  unreserved 
candour.  They  made  their  report,  and  the  Treasury  promised  I should  see  it,  and 
no  doubt  intended  it  at  first. 

5671-  Have  you  seen  it? — No.  Mr.  Cooper  told  me  it  was  to  be  a sealed 
paper,  and  from  that  moment  the  Treasury  declined  letting  me  see  it.  There  were 
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six  persons  named  on  the  Committee,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Ker,  Mr.  William  Brougham 
and  Mr.  Pettit ; and  to  give  it  some  weight  by  adding  some  respectable  names’ 
they  added  those  of  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet.  Mr.  Allen 
afterwards  met  Lord  Jeffery  one  day,  when  Lord  Jeffery  said,  “ Have  you  ever 
looked  much  into  the  work  ? ” “ No,  not  I ; and  never  shall,”  was  the  answer  of 
one  of  these  critical  judges — one  of  these  Treasury  jurors. 

5672.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  why  you  have  not  brought  an  action 
against  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury? — Besides  that  it  requires  funds,  which 
I°have  not  at  my  disposal,  to  go  to  law  with  the  Exchequer,  and  that  so  many 
principal  witnesses  are  dead,  I have  been  advised  that  without  a written  agree- 
ment there  might  be  much  cavil  and  difficulty  raised ; that  the  evidence  is  not 
sufficiently  formal  for  either  a court  of  law  or  equity ; and  therefore  I am  con- 
strained to  apply  for  redress  to  Parliament. 

John  Herman  Merivale,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  and  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5673.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  YOU  have  been  a member  of  the  council  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  ? — I have. 

5674.  At  one  time  you  were  engaged  in  antiquarian  and  topographical  re- 
searches?— My  pursuits  have  been  principally  professional,  but  at  the  period  to 
which  you  refer  I had  formed  the  project  of  a topographical  work,  which  I pur- 
sued with  some  degree  of  ardour  till  I found  that  its  longer  continuance  was 
incompatible  with  the  regular  discharge  of  my  professional  duties,  and  I was  then, 
compelled  to  abandon  it.  The  period  to  which  I refer  was  principally  between 
the  years  1820  and  1824. 

5675.  At  the  time  in  question,  had  you  occasion  to  make  use  of  the  publica- 
tions which  had  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission? — I had 
occasion  for  frequent  reference  to  those  which  had  then  issued. 

5676.  The  publications  in  question  were  the  publications  of  the  former  Com- 
missions?— Yes,  they  must  be;  I am  not  quite  certain  of  the  date  of  the  present 
Commission.  I can  speak  principally  to  the  period  from  1820  to  1824. 

5677.  In  the  pursuits  to  which  you  have  referred,  did  you  find  those  publications 
of  material  assistance  to  you? — Yes,  very  material ; so  much  so,  that  I conceive  it 
would  have  been  perfectly  impossible  to  carry  on  those  pursuits,  consistently  with 
the  attention  which  I was  obliged  to  pay  to  my  professional  avocations,  without 
the  use  of  those  publications. 

5678.  Could  you,  with  any  reasonable  facility,  have  obtained  that  information 
which  they  gave  you  otherwise  than  by  those  publications  ? — Certainly  not  with 
reasonable  facility,  under  any  circumstances.  As  I was  then  situated,  I could 
not  otherwise  have  obtained  the  information  at  all. 

5679.  Will  you  specify  any  of  the  works  which  were  of  immediate  use  to  you 
in  the  researches  you  have  referred  to  ? — I should  specify  the  “ Calendars  of  the 
Patent  Charter”  and  “Hundred  Rolls,”  that  to  the  “ Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,” 
and  “ Ad  Quod  Damnum the  “ Testa  de  Neville “ Placita  de  quo  Warranto ;” 
“ Plecitorum  Abbreviatis  and  the  “ Calendar  of  Writs”  called  “ Origindia.”  I 
have  also  referred  to  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas,  but  not  so  frequently  as  to 
the  others. 

5680.  And  the  catalogues  of  the  Harleian  and  Cottonian  Collections? — Yes; 
those  I have  frequently  had  occasion  to  refer  to ; as  also  to  that  of  the  Lansdowne 
Collection. 

5681.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  consider  those  publications  to  have  been  of 
great  assistance  to  you  in  your  historical  inquiries? — Yes ; my  historical  inquiries 
were  confined  chiefly  to  the  topographical  object  I had  in  view.  My  pursuit  at 
that  time  consisted  principally  in  making  collections  for  future  history  : in  point  of 
fact,  I never  had  the  leisure  to  arrange  those  materials.  But  if  I had  proceeded 
to  arrange  them,  I have  no  doubt  they  would  have  been  of  great  and  even  indis- 
pensable service. 

5682.  Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  topographical  researches,  that  value 
has  been  increased,  and  writers  have  been  materially  assisted,  in  your  judg- 
ment, by  the  publications  that  have  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record 
Commission  ? — Most  materially  so. 

5683.  Chairman.]  You  are  speaking  of  the  period  of  your  own  researches  r — 
Yes  ; and  I conceive,  for  this  reason  most  particularly,  that  to  persons  similarly 
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situated  with  myself,  whose  professional  pursuits  occupy  a considerable  portion  of  J.-H.Merivale,  Esq. 
their  time,  or  who  live  at  a distance  from  the  original  repositories,  that  it  would  r-s,A* 
be  perfectly  impossible  for  them  to  pursue  the  subject  with  success  without  having  ’ ~ 

a constant  recourse  to  indexes  or  calendars  of  the  nature  of  those  published  by  the  20  June  1 3 
Record  Commission. 

5684.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  Do  you  or  not  conceive  that  books  of  the  class  in 
question  have  assumed  a better  appearance  since  the  publication  of  the  works 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  P — As  far  as  my  observation 
has  extended,  I should  say  considerably  so  ; and  for  that  purpose  I would  refer  to 
many  I have  had  occasion  to  look  into ; Surtees’  “ History  of  Durham,”  Baker’s 
“ Northamptonshire,”  and  the  great  “ Historyof  Wiltshire” now  proceeding  under  the 
auspices  of  Sir  Richard  Hoare ; and  there  are  many  others,  Ormerod’s  “ Cheshire,” 
for  instance,  that  may  be  mentioned,  all  which  exhibit  a most  material  improve- 
ment in  that  species  of  history  over  the  best  of  the  more  early  county  histories, 
such  as  Hutchins’s  “ Dorset,”  a work  (of  considerable  value,  but  of  far  less  value 
than  those  recent  publications. 

5685.  Could  not  the  writers  of  those  histories  have  themselves  examined  the 
materials  in  the  repositories,  as  their  predecessors  had  done,  the  Dugdales  of 
a former  age  ? — They  certainly  might,  had  they  been  so  circumstanced  as  to  have 
possessed  easy  means  of  access  to  the  original  records,  and  were  either  resident 
in  London  or  in  the  habit  of  paying  frequent  visits  to  London,  and  not  occupied 
by  other  pursuits. 

”5686.  You  think  in  this  way  facilities  have  been  given  to  remoter  writers  to 
profit  by  those  advantages  which  their  predecessors  could  not  have  enjoyed  without 
a journey  to  London,  or  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a residence  here  ? — I should 
most  unquestionably  say  so  ; and  more  especially  with  reference  to  what  I conceive 
to  be  one  of  the  principal  points  of  utility  in  these  publications,  namely,  their 
enabling  the  historian  to  inquire  into  any  particular  fact  by  a reference  at  once 
to  a considerable  number  of  different  records,  and  by  comparing  one  with  another, 
which  was  before  impracticable. 

5687.  That  advantage  is  now  conveyed  to  every  part  of  the  country  by  means 
of  the  publications  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  so  far 
as  those  represent  the  treasures  in  the  different  Record  Offices  in  London? — Yes, 
that  advantage  is  given  by  the  recent  publications,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  be 
given  by  works  in  the  nature  of  indexes  and  calendars. 

5688.  You  think  those  opportunities  for  comparison  are  of  great  importance  to 
the  writers  upon  local  history  or  upon  the  constitution  and  antiquities  of  the 
country  ? — I should  think  them  of  first-rate  importance. 

5689.  And  with  respect  to  tenures,  you  would  think  it  of  importance  for 
a writer  to  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  in  his  own  study  what  he  might  find 
in  the  “Testa  de  Neville,”  the  “ Quo  Warranto  Rolls,”  or  the  “ Hundred  Rolls?” 

— I think  so  most  undoubtedly  ; and  I would  illustrate  that  with  reference  to  one 
of  the  books  I have  already  mentioned,  and  to  which  I have  had  occasion  to  refer, 
namely,  Baker’s  “ Northamptonshire,”  in  which  the  different  and  successive  trans- 
missions of  property,  even  in  its  minutest  divisions  and  ramifications,  are  given 
with  a copiousness  and  accuracy  of  detail  which  I should  myself  have  conceived 
almost  impossible,  and  which  could  only  have  been  done  by  constant  reference 
and  comparison  of  one  set  of  documents  with  another. 

5690.  Chairman.']  Were  the  rolls  actually  printed  by  the  Commission  ? — Not 
in  all  cases ; a very  few,  I should  say. 

5691.  The  facility  that  Mr.  Baker  had  was  the  facility  of  reference,  by  the 
calendars  and  indexes  published  by  the  Commission  ? — Principally  so,  and  I 
should  imagine  he  must  have  been  a great  deal  in  London,  and  frequently  re- 
ferred to  the  original  documents  with  the  assistance  of  the  catalogues  and  calen- 
dars, but  of  this  I have  no  positive  knowledge. 

5692.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  If  you  were  inquiring  into  any  particular  point 
of  historical  interest,  such  as  the  claims  of  Edward  I.  upon  the  Crown  of 
Scotland,  should  you  consider  that  such  publications  as  have  proceeded  under  the 
Record  Commission  would ' enable  you  in  your  own  study  more  accurately,  and 
more  easily  to  determine  upon  the  evidence,  which  several  of  those  publications 
might  furnish  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it,  and  I imagine  that  their  utility  has  been 
completely  proved  by  the  great  use  that  has  been  made  of  some  of  those  publica- 
tions with  regard  to  the  point  of  history  which  you  have  mentioned,  and  many 
others  by  our  recent  historians,  I should  refer  particularly  to  the  valuable  work  of 
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j.H.Merivalc, Esq.  Hallam,  on  the  “ Middle  Ages,”  in  which  he  has  made  very  frequent  use  of  refer- 
p.ii.A.  ences  to  the  “ Fcedera”  and  the  “ Parliament  Rolls.” 

20  June  1836. 

5693.  Chairman .]  On  which  point  is  it  you  say  that  Mr.  Hallam  has  had  any 
better  information,  or  promulgated  more  correct  views  than  any  previous  historian  ? 


5694.  The  “ Fcedera”  was  published  before  the  Commission  was  in  existence? 

There  has  been  a greatly  enlarged  edition  printed  by  the  Commission. 

5695.  Can  you  say  it  was  from  the  recent  edition  of  the  “Fcedera”  that  Mr 
FI  all  am  has  made  those  discoveries  you  referred  to  ? — I cannot  be  positive  as  to 
that  fact. 

5696.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  you  know  what  is  the  value  of  the  additions 
made  to  the  last  edition  of  the  “ Fcedera”  ? — I cannot  speak  positively  as  to  the  value 
of  them,  but  my  belief  is  that  they  are  of  very  great  value,  as  they  are  very  exten- 
sive in  point  of  magnitude. 

5697.  You  conceive  that  the  catalogues  and  calendars  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  Commission  have  been  particularly  valuable  ? — I conceive  them 
to  be  so,  and  for  the  reasons  I have  specified  with  others. 

5698.  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  think  it  desirable  that  the  Commission  should 
have  published  even  more? — I have  no  doubt  that  they  are  in  the  course  of  pub- 
lication of  other  similar  works,  and  that  the  importance  of  those  already  published 
will  be  greatly  increased  by  those  hereafter  to  be  so. 

5699.  You  would  think  it  of  importance  that  they  should  have  published 
more? — Yes  ; I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  unpublished 
records  to  say  what  is  the  precise  degree  of  importance  to  be  attached  to  each  of 
them,  but  I have  no  doubt  that  there  are  many  of  great  importance ; perhaps 
fully  equal  to  any  already  published. 

5700.  In  the  shape  of  calendars  and  indexes  ? — Yes. 

5701.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Your  former  answer  had  reference  principally  to 
topographical  inquiries,  but  partly  to  general  history ; have  you  directed  your 
attention  to  the  assistance  which  the  publications  to  which  your  attention  has  been 
called  may  have  rendered  or  been  likely  to  render  in  the  prosecution  of  inquiries 
of  a more  strictly  legal  nature,  that  is  to  say,  legal  history  and  legal  antiquities  ? 
— There  is  one  publication  I have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  in  the  course  of  my 
other  pursuits,  which  I conceive  to  be  an  important  accession  to  the  knowledge 
of  legal  antiquities  ; I am  referring  to  the  calendars  of  early  Chancery  proceed- 
ings. 

5762.  In  your  view  of  the  value  of  the  different  publications,  great  as  you 
estimate  it  in  reference  to  the  topography  and  general  history  of  England,  and  to 
the  history  of  the  law  and  the  antiquities  of  the  country,  do  you  conceive  that 
Such  publications  could  have  been  undertaken  by  any  bookseller,  or  any  asso- 
ciated booksellers,  as  a work  of  commercial  speculation  ? — I should  conceive  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible. 

5703.  So  that  unless  they  had  been  published  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  could  not  have  been  published  at  all  ? — rClearly  so. 

^ 57°4-  As  a literary  man  yourself,  and  for  years  connected  with  the  literature  of 
England,  you  conceive  that  such  publications  could  never  have  paid  the  individual 
publisher,  or  given  him  such  a remunerating  price  as  to  induce  him  to  undertake 
it  ? — I have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  the  undertaking  must  have  involved  him 
in  ruin. 

57 05.  Then  in  your  view  of  the  value  of  the  works,  and  the  operation  of  pub- 
lishing them  as  an  individual  speculation,  you  think  and  wish  the  Committee  to 
understand  that  in  your  judgment  it  is  desirable  that  such  works  should  be  under- 
taken under  the  authority  of  Government? — Certainly. 

5706.  Does  it  follow  from  that  answer  that  you  consider  that  the  continuation  of 
the  analogous  series  of  publications  should  be  prosecuted  at  the  expense  of  Govern- 
ment r I certainly  do;  and  for  the  l’eason  I have  already  stated,  as  forming  one 
main  ingredient  in  their  present  value  from  the  light  they  throw  upon  each  other 
by  a comparison  of  one  class  with  another. 

5707.  Do  you  or  not  consider  that  such  a judgment  has  been  exercised  in  the 
selection  and  the  publication  of  the  works  in  question,  looking  to  the  Commis- 
sioners who  directed  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  successively  undertaken  the 
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task  of  editing  them,  as  to  justify  a continuation  of  the  same  confidence  in  the 
same  hands  ? — I have  already  said  that  my  acquaintance  with  those  records,  which 
neither  have  been  published  themselves  nor  of  which  any  calendars  or  indexes 
have  been  published,  is  not  very  great,  but  as  far  as  my  general  knowledge  extends 
to  the  contents  of  those  records,  I have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Commis- 
sioners could  have  selected  with  more  propriety  than  they  have  done.  I am  not 
aware  of  any  that  remain  unpublished  which  it  would  have  been  more  proper  to 
publish  than  those  which  have  been  published  by  them. 

5708.  Are  you  aware  that  the  attention  of  the  original  commission  was  specially 
directed  to  certain  classes  of  historical  and  legal  inquiries  by  the  report  of  1800, 
and  by  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? — I am  aware  of  the  fact. 

5709.  Upon  the  presumption  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
continue  to  devote  a portion  of  the  national  funds  to  the  promotion  of  objects  con- 
nected with  the  literary,  legal  and  constitutional  antiquities  of  the  country,  do  you 
consider  that  such  an  object  is  one  specially  deserving  the  attention  of  Govern- 
ment ? — I do  indeed. 

5710.  And  that  the  Government  will  exercise  a sound  and  safe  discretion  in 
employing  a portion  of  the  national  funds  for  such  a purpose  ? — I have  no  hesi- 
tation in  answering  that  in  the  affirmative. 

5711.  From  what  you  know  of  the  conduct  of  other  governments  in  respect  to 
this  subject,  do  you  consider,  without  making  them  any  authority  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  of  England,  that  all  the  enlightened  governments  of  Europe 
have  been  pursuing  and  are  pursuing  the  same  course  ? — -I  have  nothing  more  than 
a very  superficial  acquaintance  with  that  branch  of  the  subject,  but  I have  not  the 
smallest  doubt  that  all  the  enlightened  governments  of  Europe  would  concur  in 
the  utility  of  such  an  undertaking. 

5712.  Dr.  Bowring  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  the  Commission 
from  its  commencement  ?— I am  not  aware  of  the  expense  the  Government  of  this 
country  has  incurred  with  regard  to  the  Record  Commissions,  nor  what  has  been 
the  comparative  expenditure  of  other  governments  for  similar  objects. 

5713.  If  you,  who  are  an  excellent  judge  of  literary  labours  and  works,  were 
told  that  the  productions  of  the  Record  Commission  had  cost  half  a million  of 
money,  what  should  you  say  to  those  productions  as  the  result  of  that  expenditure 
generally? — That  is  a question  of  such  a nature  that  I do  not  feel  competent 
to  answer  without  a deal  more  consideration  than  I could  give  to  it  at  this  moment, 
but  it  does  not  produce  the  effect  of  startling  me,  especially  if  it  is  to  be  taken  with 
reference  to  the  total  expenditure  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  several 
Commissions. 

5714.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  question  assumes  that  the  publications  to 
which  your  attention  has  been  directed,  have  cost  the  sum  of  half  a million ; 
as  you  describe  yourself  not  to  have  seen  any  of  the  accounts  of  the  Commission, 
and  also  not  to  be  aware  of  the  comparative  expenditure  of  other  countries,  I 
will  pursue  the  general  matter  of  inquiry ; namely,  the  value  of  the  publications 
in  the  abstract  which  have  appeared  under  the  authority  of  the  Commission  ; you 
have  stated  that  your  own  experience  of  their  value  was  principally  limited  to 
those  that  were  published  15  years  ago? — I should  say,  generally,  from  1820  to 
1824. 

5715.  Have  you  perceived  any  improvement  or  otherwise  in  the  later  works 
published  under  the  Commission,  so  far  as  you  have  had  any  casual  opportunities 
of  consulting  them,  in  respect  either  to  the  execution  or  the  convenience  of  their 
form,  or  their  comparative  cheapness  ? — I do  not  know  enough  of  the  more  recent 
publications,  to  be  able  to  answer  the  question  now  addressed  to  me.  I observe 
that  several  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  works  that  were  in  progress  at  the 
time  when  I was  most  conversant  with  them,  and  am  not  aware  of  any  material 
alteration  that  has  been  made  in  the  form  or  character  of  those  works,  which  indeed 
could  hardly  be  the  case;  and,  with  regard  to  new  works  since  commenced,  I am 
not,  qualified  to  speak ; but  I may  be  allowed  to  suggest  what  has  occurred  to  me, 
certainly,  when  I was  in  the  habit  of  consulting  them,  that  it  would  be  an  object 
of  great  public  convenience  if  they  had  been  published  in  octavo. 

57 1 6.  Dr.  BowJ'ing.']  Previous  to  1820,  had  your  attention  ever  been  called 
to  the  literary  cost  of  publishing  those  works  produced  by  the  Record  Commission? 
— Never. 

57]7-  Do  I understand  your  opinion  to  be  entirely  disassociated  from  the  price 
paid  for  the  labour  employed  ? — Yes. 

0.33.  3 t 4 57^8.  And 
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.5718.  And  you  think,  generally  speaking,  the  literary  works  that  have  been 
published  do  credit  to  the  Record  Commission  ? — Yes,  I do,  very  great  credit 
5719.  Will  you  mention  any  remarkable  fact  in  history  that  has  been 
elucidated  by  the  early  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — 


5720.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact,  that  compared  with  the  sums  devoted  bv 
other  governments  to  the  examination  of  records,  the  sum  voted  by  this  Govern 
ment  has  been  immense  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

- 5721.  Do  you  know  what  has  been  done  under  the  authority  of  M.  Guizot 

Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in  France  with  regard  to  public  records? I am 

not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  nature  or  extent  of  those  labours  to  pronounce 
any  useful  opinion  upon  them. 

5722.  You  do  not  know  the  sum  voted  by  the  French  Chamber  for  this  pur- 
pose, nor  the  quantity  of  literary  work  produced  for  that  sum? — No;  I cannot 
speak  with  any  certainty  to  that. 

5723.  Are  you  aware  of  the  sum  which  has  been  expended  by  the  Prussian 
government  in  promoting  the  labours  of  M.  Niebuhr  at  Rome? — No,  I am  not. 

5724.  Sir  Robert  H Irglis.']  The  Commission,  in  the  present  instance,  con- 
sists of  persons  who  are  Honorary  Commissioners,  who  direct  the  operations  of 
the  Sub-Commissioners  and  other  persons  more  immediately  paid  for  their  services- 
do  you  think  this  a suitable  constitution  for  such  a Commission  ? — I should  think 
it  was. 

5725.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  think  it  of  importance,  in  operations  of  the  nature 
of  those  entrusted  to  this  Commission,  to  have  the  authority  of  some  of  the  most 
eminent  judges  and  great  functionaries,  and  their  occasional  advice  and  assistance ? 
— I should  think  it  extremely  important;  and  I should  also  think,  that  the  utility 
of  such  a Commission  would  be  very  considerably  diminished  if  the  great  func- 
tionaries alluded  to  were  not  themselves  named  as  members  of  the  Commission,  so 
as  to  admit  of  frequent  and  familiar  access. 

5726.  You  consider  that  the  power  of  referring  to  the  great  legal  functionaries 
for  instance,  as  members  of  the  Commission,  is  of  importance  in  the  selection  of 
the  works  for  publication  ? — I could  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

5727.  Do  you5  consider  that  the  Sub-Commissioners,  who  are  paid,  would  be 
most  advantageously  employed  in  editing  the  works  selected  in  the  first  instance 
for  publication  by  a Board  constituted  as  the  existing  Commission  is? — I con- 
sider there  are  very  distinct  operations  to  be  performed  by  such  a Com- 
mission. There  is  first  the  duty  of  selecting  and  superintending,  which  is  very 
different  from  the  more  laborious  duties  of  carrying  into  effect  the  recommendations 
and  working  under  the  inspection  of  others ; and  my  notion  is,  that  the  duties 
of  the  former  class  are  duties  which  would  not,  in  all  probability,  be  better  per- 
formed if  any  salary  or  pecuniary  remuneration  was  attached  to  them.  I would 
look  in  some  degree,  also,  to  the  dignity  and  liberality  that  is  attached  to  the 
present  constitution  of  the  Board,  without  any  corresponding  benefit  that  I should 
think  likely  to  be  derived  from  any  alteration  in  its  component,  features. 


5728.  Dr.  Bowring. — What  species  of  action  would  you  give  to  the  honorary 
members  of  the  Commission  ? — That,  I think,  of  inspecting  and  making  them- 
selves acquainted,  in  the  first  instance,  with  the  actual  contents  of  the  Records, 
and  selecting  those  which  are  most  fit  for  publication,  and  the  general  superin- 
tendence of  those  publications  when  once  put  into  operation. 

5729.  Would  not  that  require  the  devotion  of  a great  deal  of  time? — I should 
conceive  not  more  time  than  gentlemen  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
situation,  and  the  honours  attached  to  it,  would  voluntarily  incur. 

573°-  But;  engaged  as  those  high  functionaries  are,  in  this  country,  do  you 
think,  whatever  their  desire  and  zeal  might  be,  they  can  find  time  to  make  them- 
selves masters  of  subjects  so  intricate,  and  exercise  the  active  superintendence  you 
suggest?  My  opinion  is,  that  that  object  might  be  accomplished  without  any 
great  labour.  I have  not,  however,  intended  to  speak  of  Commissioners  of  the 
precise  class  to  which  the  question  refers,  but  rather  to  those  whose  time  is  more 
at  their  own  disposal. 

/ 573 1.  Would 
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5731-  Would  you  have  reports  made  to  them  by  their  subordinates? — I should 
think  that  material. 

5732.  You  would  not  have  them  examine  the  original  records  themselves? — 
In  the  execution  of  their  duty  they  would  frequently  find  it  useful  to  refer  to  the 
original  records,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  define  what  portion  of  time  would 
be  occupied  in  that  way. 

5733.  Would  you  authorize  any  publication  whatever  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Honorary  Commissioners  ? — I think  not. 

5734.  Would  not  that  require  their  constant  superintendence  and  control  ? — I 
should  think  the  superintendence  and  control  of  the  periodical  meetings  of  the 
Board,  whether  from  week  to  week  or  fortnight  to  fortnight,  as  may  be  found 
requisite,  and  confined,  perhaps,  to  the  duration  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  would 
be  frequent  enough  for  all  purposes.  I have  not  the  least  doubt  that  many  of 
the  members  would  naturally,  from  their  taste  and  inclinations,  and  being 
comparatively  free  from  the  pressure  of  other  pursuits,  devote  much  more  time  to 
it  than  others. 

5735.  Taking  the  period  when  you  were  pursuing  pretty  closely  the  progress  of 
the  Commission,  what  attendance  would  you  expect  from  such  a functionary  as 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Commission, 
in  order  that  his  opinion  might  be  given  upon  matters  connected  with  his  depart- 
ment ? — I wish  to  preface  what  I am  about  to  say,  by  observing,  that  I have  not 
had  the  smallest  opportunity  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  Commission  ; but  my 
general  impression  is,  that  with  regard  to  such  members  of  the  Commission  as  are 
invested  with  the  high  offices  of  the  State,  and  the  great  law  functionaries,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  require  their  attendance,  except  when  specially  requested, 
the  occasion  for  which  would  probably  be  of  rare  occurrence. 

5736.  Take  one  of  the  custodesj  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  how  often  should 
you  think  his  attendance  necessary  ? — I should  say  never,  except  when  specially 
summoned. 

5737.  I thought  you  meant  that  those  honorary  functionaries  should  attend 
once  a week  or  once  a fortnight? — No,  I was  speaking  of  those  gentlemen  who  are 
not  called  upon  to  perform  public  duties  so  constant  and  burthensome  as  the  indi- 
viduals you  have  now  mentioned.  I consider  that  there  are  several  members  of 
the  Commission  who,  notwithstanding  they  may  also  have  other  public  duties  to 
perform,  have  still  a great  deal  of  time  at  their  own  command,  with  sufficient  leisure 
to  attend  to  the  business  imposed  upon  them ; while  others,  again,  are  altogether 
exempt  from  any  official  duties,  and  able  to  devote  themselves  still  more  entirely  to 
the  actual  business  of  the  Commission ; and  I believe  that  the  Commission  is 
more  usefully  constituted  as  being  so  composed,  than  if  it  contained  only  men  of 
literary  ease  and  leisure,  although  the  number  of  the  latter  description  might  be 
increased  if  necessary. 

5738.  You  think  that  some  of  the  honorary  members  should  give  attendance 
weekly  or  once  a fortnight  ? — Yes,  I should  suppose  so. 

5739.  Sir  Robert  H.  Jnglis.']  Without  reference  to  any  of  the  living  members  of 
the  Commission,  do  you  think  that  such  men  as  the  late  Lord  Colchester,  the  late 
Lord  Redesdale,  the  late  Sir  William  Grant,  and  the  late  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
were  competent,  from  their  general  knowledge  of  law,  history,  and  antiquities,  tp 
decide,  even  wdthout  a personal  examination  of  the  records,  as  to  the  expediency 
of  publishing  the  “ Valor  Ecclesiasticus,”  for  instance,  the  “ Hundred  Rolls,”  or  the 
“ Chancery  Proceedings  ? ”■ — I have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  their  perfect  compe- 
tency for  such  a work. 

574°-  Hr.  Bowring. Those  are  highly  distinguished  persons;  but  for  the 
general  plan  of  a work,  do  you  think  those  gentlemen  would  be  able  to  give 
a detailed  opinion  without  an  examination  of  the  records  themselves? — Yes, 
I should  think  so.  I will  take  the  name  of  Sir  William  Grant,  as  one  of  those 
least  connected  with  general  literary  pursuits,  whose  life  was  devoted  to  the 
science  of  his  profession,  who  had  a cultivated  mind  and  an  understanding  of  the 
highest  order,  whose  time  was  occupied  by  the  duties  of  his  profession  ; after  he 
retired  from  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls  he  was  more  at  leisure  to  devote  his 
time  to  other  pursuits,  and  his  previous  course  of  mental  training  qualified  him 
most  excellently  for  being  consulted  upon  the  subject  referred  to. 

5741-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.~\  The  answer  assumes  that  Sir  William  Grant  was 
personally  a member  of  the  Commission ; the  question  put  to  you  did  not  assume 
that,  but  merely  stated  that  he  was  of  the  Commission,  being  at  such  time 

0>33*  3 u Master 
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J.H.Merivale,  Esq.  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  officially  a member  of  the  Commission  ; the  question  pro- 
r.s.A.  ceeded  upon  the  assumption  that  the  four  individuals  to  whom  your  attention  was 

called  were  men  who,  from  their  general  knowledge,  without  an  inspection  of  the 

20  June  1836.  recor(l3  might  at  once  say  such  a record  is  or  is  not  a fit  subject  for  publication  ? 

I have’ no 'doubt  that  they  would  be  most  fit  persons  for  that  purpose;  and  in 
specifying  Sir  William  Grant,  I did  so  with  this  view,  that  having  been  princi- 
pally devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  it  might  be  thought  he  was  less  com- 
petent than  the  other  three  to  decide  upon  questions  of  that  nature,  for  which  my 
belief  is  that  he  was  nevertheless  eminently  well  qualified. 

5742.  Dr.  Bowring .]  If  you  were  told  that  a number  of  records,  years  after  the 
appointment  of  the  Commission,  had  continued  in  a dilapidated  and  disgraceful 
state,  should  you  think  that  the  honorary  members  of  the  Commission  have  well 
discharged  their  duty  ? — My  acquaintance  with  the  records  themselves  is  not  very 
intimate ; 1 have  occasionally  visited  the  Chapter  House ; I have  been  at  the 
Tower,  and  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  and  Augmentation  Office,  but  I have  not  been 
frequently  at  either  of  those  depositories,  or  examined  them  with  very  great  care ; 
in  the  Chapter  House,  more  particularly,  I should  say  during-  the  time  I did  occa- 
sionally visit  it,  they  were  in  a state  of  such  extreme  confusion,  and  were  so  very 
numerous,  that  I should  imagine  a very  large  portion  of  time  must  necessarily  be 
occupied  in  reducing  them  to  any  thing  like  a state  of  order  ; the  state  of  confu- 
sion in  which  they  were  was  such  as  to  render  it,  in  my  mind,  almost  a hopeless 
task  to  preserve,  restore  and  arrange  them. 

5743.  Should  you  not  think  it  a very  important  part  of  the  duty  of  honorary 
members  to  visit  the  repositories  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  records  and  their 
arrangement  ? — Y es,  I should  certainly  think  so. 

5744.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  records,  of  course,  are  continually  increasing, 
and  it  is  understood  there  are  no  actual  facilities  in  the  existing  repositories  to 
admit  of  any  safe  and  convenient  arrangement ; and  with  that  impression,  if  it  be 
your  impression,  do  you  consider  it  an  object  of  national  importance  to  establish 
a national  depository  which  might  contain  the  legal  records  of  England?— -In  the 
course  of  my  various  occupations  I was  at  one  period  occupied  in  reporting  the 
decisions  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  subsequently  I had  the  honour  of  being 
appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  practice  of  that  court, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  execution  of  both  these  duties,  I had  not  only  frequent 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  repositories  in  the  Registrar’s  Office,  but  sometimes  also 
to  the  original  records  themselves,  and  I then  saw  what  appeared  to  me  to  be 
a very  deplorable  state  of  things  as  to  those  records,  namely,  that  from  the  want 
of  room  it  was  necessary  to  divide  them  into  different  portions  ; a large  portion  of 
them,  the  more  recent  ones,  were  classed  and  very  well  arranged  in  the  cellars, 
I think,  of  the  Six  Clerks’  Office,  in  Chancery-lane  ; and  as  the  records  are  aug- 
mented, and  the  repositories  become  not  sufficiently  capacious  to  contain  them, 
they  were  drafted  out  from  five  years  to  five  years,  or  every  ten  years,  periodically, 
in  large  divisions,  first  to  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  also  when  that  becomes  too  small 
for  them,  from  thence  they  are  carried  off  by  cart-loads  to  the  Tower,  where  they 
remain  almost  inaccessible.  Those  are  the  public  records  with  which  I have  been 
most  conversant ; I cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge  so  well  to  the  others, 
but  my  general  impression  is  that  the  depositories  are  altogether  insufficient  to 
contain  them  in  any  proper  state  of  arrangement. 

5745.  You  have  specified  the  Tower ; is  it  or  not  your  wish  to  represent  to  the 
Committee  that  in  your  opinion  the  records  in  the  Tower  are  in  a state  unsuited 
to  their  object,  either  as  to  safety  or  accessibility? — I cannot  answer  that  ques- 
tion from  actual  observation,  I have  not  been  there  more  than  once  or  twice,  and 
that  a considerable  time  since,  and  in  speaking  of  the  want  of  easy  access  I rather 
referred  to  the  great  remoteness  from  all  the  other  repositories,  and  from  the  ordi- 
nary haunts  of  business,  than  to  the  state  of  the  records  themselves. 

5746.  When  you  said  that  they  were  carried  by  cartloads  to  the  Tower  you 
wished  the  Committee  more  to  understand  that  they  were  removed  to  a distance  from 
the  ordinary  haunts  of  professional  men,  than  that  they  were,  when  there  placed,  in 
a condition  unsuited  to  their  value? — I cannot  speak  to  their  condition  there. 

5747.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Should  you  consider  it  a special  duty  of  the  Honorary 
Commissioners  to  give  their  attention  to  the  arrangement  of  the  documents  ? — 
Certainly. 

5748.  Were  you  in  1820  satisfied  that  every  thing  had  been  done  that  was 

necessary 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


523 


necessary  to  put  the  manuscripts  into  a proper  condition,  and  to  find  for  them 
proper  places  of  security? — No,  very  far  from  it. 

5749.  It  appeared  to  you  at  that  period  that  the  important  duties  of  the  Com- 
mission had  not  been  attended  to  ?— That  they  had  not  been  completely  executed? 
— How  far  those  duties  were  then  in  the  course  of  being  executed  I cannot  pre- 
cisely say. 

575°-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.\  Are  you  aware  whether  under  the  King’s  Com- 
mission the  custody  of  any  of  the  documents  passed  to  the  gentlemen  named  in 
the  Commission?— I cannot  exactly  say,  most  of  the  offices  are,  I believe  patent 
offices,  and  the  custody  would  necessarily  belong  to  the  patent  officers. 

5751.  Dr.  Bowring.’]'  From  your  experience  have  you  any  reason’ to  suppose 
there  has  been  any  resistance  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  the  custody  of  the 
manuscripts,  to  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Commissioners  ? — I am  not  aware 
of  that  being  the  case. 

5752.  Do  you  not  think  in  the  general  result  that  it  would  have  been  perhaps 
better  if  a smaller  sum  had  been  devoted  to  the  publication,  and  a larger  sum  to 
the  arrangement  and  safe  keeping  of  the  manuscripts  as  a preliminary  proceed- 
ing?—! can  scarcely  answer  that  question  without  reference  to  the  existing  state 
of  the  records ; with  reference  to  the  state  of  the  records  as  they  were  in  the  year 
1820,  I should  say  it  was  very  much  to  be  lamented  that  they  were  not  in  a state 
of  better  arrangement,  and  that  the  Commissioners  if  they  had  the  means  had  not 
devoted  more  time,  and  more  trouble  and  more  of  the  funds  allotted  to  them 
to  that  arrangement. 

5753-  Supposing  the  Commissioners  possessed  for  example,  10,000/.  a year  • 
with  your  knowledge  of  the  literary  world,  and  literary  men,  do  you  not  think 
that  that  sum  would  very  soon  have  enabled  them  to  complete  to  a great  extent 
the  examination  and  arrangement  of  the  whole  mass  of  records? — I can  hardly 
pretend  to  form  any  opinion  upon  that  subject ; I should  say  generally  that  my 
impression  is,  that  the  proper  duty  of  the  Commissioners  was  to  see  to  the  pre- 
servation and  arrangement  of  the  records ; and  if  there  was  any  obstruction  in 
the  way  of  their  proceeding,  of  course  it  would  be  their  duty  to  represent  it  to 
the  Government,  and  to  get  powers  to  remove  those  obstructions  if  they  existed. 

5754-  Their  not  having  the  custody  did  not  prevent  them  making  any  sugo-es- 
tmns  they  thought  necessary  to  forward  the  views  of  the  Commission  ? — No  • 
and  it  was  their  duty  to  represent  to  the  Government  the  obstructions  that  were  in 
their  way  if  any  existed. 

5755-  Did  I understand  you  to  say  in  1820  that  all  the  records  in  the  offices 
you  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  were  in  an  unsatisfactory  state?— I was 
speaking  of  the  Chapter  House,  I should  say  that  they  were  all  capable  of  a much 
better  state  of  arrangement  than  they  were  placed  in ; they  required  it,  and  loudly 
called  for  it ; but  a great  deal  of  the  disarrangement  and  confusion  in  which  they 
were  placed  arose  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  from  the  want  of  proper  space  for 
the  arrangement  of  them. 

5756.  On  the  whole  are  you  satisfied  with  what  has  been  done  by  the  Record 
Commissioners;  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that,  as  a matter  of  opinion,  you 
approve  of  the  working  of  the  Commission  and  the  result  at  which  they  have 
finnVnoA  fw,?16  expenditure  that  has  been  mentioned  of  between  500,000/.  and 
500,000  /.  r The  Committee  I apprehend  is  aware  of  the  very  limited  extent  to  which 
1 have  had  an  opportunity  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  being  aware  of 
that  circumstance,  as  far  as  my  opinion  is  worth  any  thing,  I have  no  hesitation 
m saying  that  it  is  highly  favourable  for  the  publications  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission, that  they  have  been  generally  useful  for  the  purposes  of  publication,  and 
mat  they  have  tended  very  much  to  the  improvement  of  our  historical  and  topo- 
graphical knowledge.  . F 

t75?'  ?Ut  takin8‘ the  state  of  things  when  the  first  Commission  issued  and  the 
rate  0f  things  now,  and  looking  at  what  has  been  done  and  what  has  been  left 
undone,  and  considering  there  has  been  that  expenditure  that  has  been  referred 
to,  would  you  generally  say  that  it  has  been  satisfactory  ?— I really  require  a great 
a more  of  materials  than  I possess  before  I form  an  opinion;  my  opinion  is, 
a a great  deal  has  been  done  ; whether  more  could  have  been  done  or  ou°-ht  to 
nave  been  done  I am  not  able  to  form  an  opinion. 

5758.  Mr , Hawes.]  What  was  the  date  of  the  first  Commission? — July  1800,  as 
1 am  now  informed. 

5759-  M hen  did  you  last  examine  any  one  of  the  Record  Offices? — In  using 
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the  word,  examine,  I must  refer  to  the  mode  of  examination;  I have  already- 
explained  my  inspection  cannot  he  called  an  examination. 

5760  When  did  yon  last  visit  any  of  the  offices  in  question  1 — I do  not  think 
I have  been  within  any  one  of  the  public  offices  since  the  year  1824,  except  that 
I have  been  since  occasionally  in  the  Chancery  Offices,  and  I have  been  also  in 
the  State  Paper  Office,  which  I had  not  before  adverted  to,  as  not,  I expected, 
being-  within  the  scope  of  the  Commission  before. 

7761  Do  you  know  whether  since  that  date  any  improvement  or  alterationhas 
taken  piace?— I cannot  answer  that  question,  except  upon  further  recollection  as 
to  the  Chapter  House,  which  I have  visited  since  my  friend  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
has  been  appointed  to  that  office,  when  I had  the  curiosity  to  go  over  the  building 
with  him,  and  in  the  course  of  a very  cursory  survey  I observed  a considerable 
improvement  had  taken  place  in  that  department. 

5762.  Will  you  describe  that  improvement? — When  1 previously  saw  the  state 
of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House  a very  great  portion  were,  to  all  appearance, 
lying  promiscuously  huddled  together  on  the  floor,  and  those  that  appeared  to  be 
arranged  or  deposited  at  all  seemed  to  have  no  indexes,  none  at  least  that  I could 
learn  to  be  of  a satisfactory  kind.  Since  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave, 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  I was  certainly  struck  with  the  appearance  of  the 
floors  which  had  been  pretty  well  swept  of  their  incumbrances,  and  all  these  had 
been  sorted  and  arranged,  and  a considerable  progress  made  in  the  indexing, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  they  were  rendered  far  more  accessible  than  before  for 
all  valuable  purposes. 

5763.  That  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  1 — 1 ap- 

prehend  ^ approve  of  the  publication  of  records  before  the  whole  mass  of 
records  have  been  sorted  and  examined  ? — I see  no  objection  to  both  operations 
going  on  simultaneously,  because  a very  large  portion  of  them  have  been  already 
well  arrano-ed  and  methodized,  and  indexes  made,  and  because  1 think  the  interest 
of  literature  would  be  much  injured  by  even  a temporary  suspension  of  the 

^jyge^Xn'what  office  are  they  so  arranged  and  indexed  ?— I think  a large  pro- 
portion of  those  in  the  Chapter  House  were  arranged,  although  originally  they 
were  in  the  state  of  confusion  I have  mentioned. 

5766.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  at  the  present  moment  a large  proportion  of  the 
documents  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  are  methodized  and  arranged,  so  that  they  are  con- 
venient of  access,  generally  speaking  ? — My  impression  is  that  they  are  so,  and  I 
recollect  to  have  heard,  though  I never  saw  it,  of  a very  valuable  index,  compiled 
I believe  by  Mr.  Kipling,  the  late  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Rolls  Office,  and 
which  was  his  own  private  property,  whether  since  made  public  I know  not. 

I am  aware  also,  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  records  had  been  already 
indexed,  previously  to  the  introduction  of  any  Commission,  and,  although  not 
printed,  they  were  capable  of  being  resorted  to  in  their  manuscript  state  for 
purposes  of  reference. 

5767.  When  you  speak  of  indexes,  were  those  indexes  prepared  by  public  officers 

for  public  purposes  ? — I cannot  say.  , 

5768.  Are  you  not  aware  that  some  of  those  indexes  have  been  claimed  as 

private  property  and  sold  as  such  ? — I have  heard  it,  and  I have  no  doubt  of  the 
fact  that  many  such  were  so  made  and  claimed.  . , 

576Q.  Will  you  state  any  one  index  which  is  accurate  and  comprehensive  and 
the  public  property  now  at  this  moment  existing  ? — I cannot  refer  to  any  with 
certainty.  , 

5770.  Have  not  some  important  records  been  published  whilst  more  accurate 
copies  have  been  found  in  store  subsequently  in  the  condition  you  have  alluded 
to? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

5771.  Was  not  that  the  case  with  regard  to  the  “ InquisitionesPost  Mortem  . 

I do  not  know  ; but  with  regard  to  the  “InquisitionesPost  Mortem”  there  is  this  ma- 
terial circumstance  of  omission  in  the  calendar  printed  by  the  Record  Commission, 
it  has  been  lately  brought  to  my  recollection  with  respect  to  this  calendar,  that 
although  very  minute  and  particular  as  to  the  description  of  lands  and  tenements, 
even  in  the  most  insignificant  parcels,  the  most  material  part  of  the  Inquisition, 
viz.  the  “ Cujus  est'Hseres,”  is  left  with  a mere  &c.,  and  the  index  in  question 
thereby  rendered  comparatively  useless. 

•1772.  Take  the  case  of  the  “ Testa  de  Neville,”  which  has  often  been  men- 
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tioned  in  this  Committee;  was  not  that  printed  from  transcripts  when  the  originals 
were  subsequently  found  ? — I am  not,  at  the  present  moment,  aware  of  that  fact, 
hut  if  it  be  so  it  must  have  escaped  my  memory. 

5773.  Taking  all  those  questions  together,  do  you  not  consider  it  desirable  that 
the  arrangement  of  sorting  should  take  place  before  publication? — As  a general 
rule  it  might  be  desirable,  but  I conceive  that  the  public  would  be  losers  if  it  were 
invariably  adopted.  The  mere  expense  of  printing  from  an  imperfect  copy, 
when  a better  one  is  subsequently  discovered,  is  not,  I think,  to  be  set  against 
the  disadvantage  which  would  result  from  so  long  a delay  as  the  question 
supposes. 

5774.  Do  you  or  not  think  that  accurate  calendars  and  indexes  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  Record  Offices  are  more  important,  and  should  precede  the  publi- 
cations of  the  records  themselves? — Yes,  certainly  as  a general  rule,  though  there 
may  be  cases  of  exception ; but  I apprehend  that  in  point  of  fact  there  are 
very  few  instances  (the  “ Parliamentary  Writs”  is  an  exception)  of  the  entire  records 
being  published  by  the  Commission ; there  are  some  which  would  be  infinitely 
too  voluminous. 

5775-  By  tlie  answers  you  have  given  do  you  not  think  it  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  those  catalogues  and  indexes  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Commis- 
sion?—'I think  so,  certainly. 

5776.  The  Commission  haying  existed  30  years  without  having  published  a 
single  catalogue  or  index  in  a cheap  form  and  accessible  to  the  public,  what  is 
your  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  labours  of  the  Commission  ? — I am  afraid  I have 
been  answering  under  a false  impression  the  questions  put  to  me  ; I conceive  that 
with  very  few  exceptions,  all  the  publications  of  the  several  Commissions  have 
been  in  the  nature  of  catalogues  and  indexes,  but  I have  certainly  regretted  that 
a more  compendious  form  of  publication  was  not  in  the  first  instance  adopted. 

5777.  Have  you  examined  them  to  form  an  opinion  of  their  accuracy? — Not  so 
as  to  form  any  certain  judgment.  I found  it  impossible  to  follow  out  the  labours 
I was  once  engaged  in,  and,  generally  speaking,  have  only  looked  into  the  calen- 
dars, though  I have  occasionally  compared  them  with  the  original  records. 

5778.  Take  the  “ Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls,”  what  is  your  opinion  of  that? 
— I am  not  aware  of  any  point  in  which  that  is  defective. 

5779.  Do  you  speak  from  having  used  it  and  being  personally  acquainted  with 
it  or  not? — I have  already  stated  the  mode  in  which  I used  both  that  and  all  the 
other  calendars  I have  referred  to,  that  is,  by  extracting  from  them  the  parts  that 
related  to  the  branch  of  history  that  I . was  inquiring  into. 

5780.  Can  you  state  whether  the  present  Commission  has  published  any  calen- 
dars or  indexes  ? — I cannot  speak  positively  as  to  the  number,  but  know  that  there 
have  been  some  volumes  added  to  the  former  calendars  by  the  present  Commission. 
But  the  printed  catalogue  will  answer  the  question. 

5781.  Take  the  “Calendar  of  the  Charter  Rolls,”  what  is  your  opinion  of  that  ? 
— I can  only  answer  that  in  the  same  general  manner  that  I have  done  already  as 
to  the  other  calendars. 

5782.  Sir  Robert  H.  InglisJ]  Your  attention  was  called  in  a late  question  to  an 
hiatus  or  deficiency  in  one  of  the  publications;  are  you  or  are  you  not  aware 
whether  there  be  on  the  part  of  the  present  Commission  any  intention  to  supply 
such  hiatus? — I am  not  aware  of  the  fact,  but  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  it 
was  so. 

George  Spence , Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5783.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  YOU  are  a barrister  practising  in  the  High  Court 
of  Chancery,  King’s  Counsel,  and  also  the  author  of  a work  upon  the  “Judicial 
Institutions  of  Europe”? — Yes,  I am. 

5784.  And  it  is  understood  that  both  at  the  bar  and  when  you  sat  in  Parliament 
you  gave  a considerable  portion  of  your  attention  to  subjects  of  historical  and 
antiquarian  research  ? — Yes,  I did. 

5785.  With  such  an  interest  in  the  subject,  and  with  your  opportunities  of  pro- 
secuting it,  had  you  recourse  to  the  volumes  published  under  the  authority  of  the 
successive  Record  Commissions? — Yes,  I had  to  some  of  them.  In  my  inquiries 
as  an  historian  and  antiquarian,  I had  access  to  those  publications  of  the  Record 
Commission  which  were  issued  prior  to  1826,  in  which  year  I published  the  book 
you  have  referred  to,  upon  “The  origin  of  the  Laws  and  Institutions  of  modern 
Europe.”  I was  not  aware  I should  be  examined  till  Saturday  evening,  and  there- 
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fore  I may  not  be  able  to  answer  so  satisfactorily  as  I should  have  been  if  I bad 
been  previously  apprised  that  I should  be  examined.  Upon  turning  over  the 
pages,  and  thus  refreshing  my  memory,  I believe  the  principal  books  of  the  Record 
Commission  I then  consulted  were,  “ Domesday  Book,”  Rymer’s  “ Fcedera,”  “ The 
Calendars  of  the  Patent  Rolls,”  “ The  Statutes  of  the  Realm,”  “ The  Inquisitiones 
Post  Mortem,”  and  “ Proceedings  in  Chancery,  down  to  the  Reign  of  Elizabeth.” 

578  6.  The  “Close  Rolls”  ? — No  ; I have  only  lately  seen  them.  I do  not  think 
they  were  published  in  1825,  according  to  my  recollection.  I principally  resorted 
to  the  “ Peerage  Report  of  the  Lords’  Committee  ” for  the  “ Close  Rolls.” 

5787.  Do  you  think  the  printing  the  early  “ Chancery  Petitions  and  Bills  ” pre- 
fixed to  the  “Chancery  Rolls”  has  tended  to  throw  light  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery? — Yes,  I found  that  it  threw  considerable  light  upon  the  in- 
quiries I was  prosecuting. 

5788.  You  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  in  your  own  private  study,  or 
what  was  equivalent  for  the  present  purpose,  you  had  those  materials  of  in- 
formation which  you  could  not  have  collected  otherwise  than  by  visits  to  the 
different  depositaries  ? — Before  I had  access  to  these  publications,  I had  collected 
a great  portion  of  the  information  I made  use  of,  but  it  had  been  with  infinite 
labour ; it  had  taken  me  a very  great  length  of  time,  and  certainly  had  put  me  to 
very  serious  inconvenience.  When  I found  these  several  publications  collected  in 
the  library  of  the  Athenaeum  at  Liverpool,  I ascertained  that  I might  have  acquired 
the  same  knowledge  I had  laboriously  picked  up  where  I might  happen  to  be  able 
to  find  it,  with  much  greater  facility,  in  much  less  time  and  with  greater  accuracy. 

5789.  Do  you  think  that  a treatise  on  the  origin  of  any  of  the  Judicial  Institu- 
tions of  the  country  could  be’conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  by  any  person  who 
had  not  access  to  the  publications  which  you  have  specified,  and  other  similar  publi- 
cations issuing  under  the  same  authority  of  the  Record  Commission? — I will  no 
say  that  in  the  works  of  Prynne,  Selden,  Spelman,  Brady,  Tyrrell  and  the  nume- 
rous other  antiquarians  who  have  directed  their  inquiries  to  the  subject,  there 
may  not  be  scattered  information  and  documents  sufficient  to  enable  a person  to 
compose  such  a history,  but  I have  doubt  that  it  could  now,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  documents,  be  published  by  the  Record  Commissioners,  be  composed 
with  greater  accuracy  and  with  greater  facility ; besides  now,  a person  who  has 
other  occupations,  may,  by  finding  the  original  writs  and  records  all  brought 
together,  in  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commissions,  accomplish  that  which 
before  he  could  not  have  been  able  to  have  accomplished  ; it  required  too  much 
time  to  investigate  these  subjects,  when  you  had  to  go  to  different  libraries  as  I 
have  been  obliged  to  do;  when  you  were  at  one  place  you  found  that  there  was 
a book  somewhere  else,  to  which  you  required  immediate  reference ; this  very 
frequently  greatly  impeded  my  inquiries.  I believe  I should  have  consumed 
one-fourth  of  the  time,  if  I could  have  resorted  to  the  publications  of  the 
Record  Commissioners  which  are  now  in  existence. 

5790.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  follow  the  answer  which  you  have  now  given  by 
the  question  whether  you  consider  the  circulation  and  transmission  of  these  publi- 
cations to  every  library  in  the  United  Kingdom,  to  be  a measure  very  important, 
not  merely  for  the  circulation  of  correct  information,  but  in  the  use  to  be  made 
of  it  by  those  who  desire  to  write  upon  the  legal  and  constitutional  antiquities  of 
the  kingdom  ?■ — Most  certainly ; I consider  the  sending  these  publications  to  the 
different  public  libraries  eminently  beneficial  for  all  persons  engaged  in  such 
pursuits. 

5791.  And  for  the  purposes  also  of  those,  who,  without  desiring  to  write  upon 
the  subject,  may  desire  to  obtain  correct  information  upon  the  subjects  involved 
in  those  works  ? — That  follows  as  a necessary  consequence. 

5792.  Do  you  conceive,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  literature  of  the  day,  that 
whatever  is  the  intrinsic  value  of  these  materials,  they  are  of  a nature  to  repay 
the  expenditure  of  any  individual  bookseller  or  association  of  booksellers  in  their 
publications? — Unquestionably  not,  I should  say  it  would  be  next  to  imposssible 
to  get  any  bookseller  to  undertake  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

5793.  If  it  be  assumed  that  the  works  in  question  are  intrinsically  valuable,  you 
think  it  desirable  that  the  Government  should  have  undertaken  the  publication, 
and  should  undertake  the  publication  of  analogous  works? — Certainly,  when  I 
first  met  with  the  “French  Historians,”  which  was  in  1811,  when  I saw  this 
splendid  collection  of  the  “ French  Historians”  I confess  I felt  great  shame  that 
this  country  could  not  produce  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

5794.  Dr.  Bowring .] 
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5794.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Can  you  state  the  cost  to  the  French  government  of  that 
collection  ? — I have  not  the  least  idea ; I possibly  made  inquiries  at  the  time  I 
met  with  them,  but  it  is  a long  time  since ; I could  not  help,  with  shame  and  dis- 
appointment, comparing  what  were  considered  the  best  editions  of  “Matthew 
Paris,”  and  other  old  chroniclers  and  historians,  and  the  ancient  laws  published 
without  sanction  or  authority,  with  that  splendid  collection  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  I was  rejoiced  when  in  Liverpool,  on  the  occasion  I have  before 
referred  to,  to  see  what  I thought  the  commencement  of  a similar  publication  in 
this  country. 

5795.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  are  aware  that  the  associated  booksellers 
have  published  the  “ Old  Chronicles?”— Yes. 

5796.  Are  you  aware  whether  such  publications  have  been  or  not  commercially 
profitable  ? — I have  no  idea. 

5797.  Mr.  Hawes.]  You  spoke  of  having  seen  frequently  such  a work  as  that 
of  “ Matthew  Paris,”  not  having  the  value  of  official  sanction  and  authority ; what 
do  you  think  to  be  the  object  of  giving  works  of  this  kind  official  sanction  and 
authority  ? — As  a great  national  work  ? 

5798.  Something  beyond  that,  is  it  not?— I conclude  that  if  “ Matthew  Paris” 
was  published  under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  it  would  have  scarcely 
more  authority  than  it  has  now ; but  what  I wished  to  see,  was  the  whole  pub- 
lished together,  with  the  ancient  codes  and  records  as  they  are  in  the  collection  of 
French  Historians,  with  such  references  as  would  assist  the  inquirer,  without 
his  being  obliged  to  make  all  those  references  himself. 

5799'  That  is  to  say,  that  the  official  sanction  and  authority  you  spoke  of 
should  indicate  the  correctness  of  the  publication  ? — Yes,  partly,  but  it  was  not 
so  much  in  that  respect,  as  to  see  an  authentic  general  collection  of  the  ancient 
historians,  records  and  codes. 

5800.  Still  the  great  object  of  the  official  sanction  is  to  ensure  the  accuracy 
of  the  work,  and  in  giving  authenticity  to  the  publication,  to  put  the  person  who 
possesses  it  in  the  place  of  those  wfio  possess  the  original  document? — Yes,  one 
great  object  certainly. 

5801.  Do  you  think  that  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  bear  that  cha- 
racter ? — I have  always  taken  for  granted  that  their  publications  were  perfectly 
accurate.  I never  examined  into  the  accuracy  of  them.  When  I saw  the  autho- 
rity under  which  they  were  published  I took  it  for  granted  they  were  accurate. 

5802.  Dr.  Boivring.]  If  any  material  inaccuracies  were  pointed  out  to  you, 
you  would  think  that  the  functions  of  the  Commissioners  had  not  been  exercised 
as  they  ought  to  be? — I should  say  that  their  functions  had  not  been  duly  exer- 
cised, but  in  such  an  extended  subject  errors,  of  course,  may  creep  in  without 
culpable  negligence. 

5803.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  address  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  the  King,  the  task  of  publishing  an  uniform  series  of 
the  old  chronicles  and  historians  of  the  country  had  been  undertaken  and  referred 
for  supervision  to  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have  understood  such  to  be  the 
case ; I would  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  the  ancient  codes  of  laws  should 
be  included. 

5804.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  in  Chancery,  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  bills  and  answers  therein  ? — I am. 

5805.  Have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  whether  such  records  are 
m a good  state,  and  whether  they  are  easy  of  access? — When  I was  in  the  House 
of  Commons  I paid  a great  deal  of  attention  to  this  subject ; I was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  were 
kept.  As  a Member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  having  the  sanction  of  Lord 
Brougham,  I looked  into  the  state  of  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The 
records  of  the  Court  were  not  then,  nor  are  they  at  this  moment,  kept  in  the  way 
I should  wish  to  see  them  kept,  arising  from  this  : There  are  several  distinct  offices 
m which  what  may  be  called  the  records  of  the  proceedings  in  each  suit  are  kept. 
A he  Six  Clerks’ Office,  where  the  bills  and  answers  and  some  other  proceedings 
are  filed  ; the  Examiner’s  Office  where  evidence  is  taken,  and  the  Registrar’s  Office 
and  Report  Office,  where  the  decrees  of  the  court  are  recorded  or  entered  in 
books,  and  the  reports  of  the  Masters  are  filed,  decrees  and  proceedings  are  inrolled 
of  record  in  a distinct  office  called  the  Inrolment  Office  and  affidavits  are  filed  in 
a distinct  office.  It  appeared  to  me  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better  that  all  the 
records  should  be  found  in  one  office.  I therefore  suggested  in  the  House  of 

°-33-  3 u 4 Commons 


George  Spence,  Esq. 


ao  June'  1836. 
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Gcoree Spence,  Esq.  Commons  and  also  to  Lord  Brougham  that  some  arrangement  of  that  sort  should 

b 1 L be  made,  and  with  that  view  I examined  the  different  offices  beginning  with  the 

20  June  i 836.  Six  Clerks’  Office.  My  first  impression  was,  that  the  records  in  that  office  were  not 
kept  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  under  this  impression  I tried  the  officers  who  keep 
them,  Mr.  Drew  and  Mr.  Roberts,  but  principally  Mr.  Drew,  in  every  way  possible, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  could  at  the  moment  refer  me  to  any  of  the 
records  I wished  to  examine  into : for  instance  I asked  Mr.  Drew  for  the  pro- 
ceedings in  a particular  cause  filed  several  years  ago,  and  I was  surprised  to  find 
with  what  facility  he  referred  me  amongst  the  numerous  rolls  to  every  document 
I inquired  after.  I do  not  yet  think  that  the  system  is  the  best  that  could  be 
adopted,  nor  do  I think  that  any  person  other  than  Mr.  Drew,  who,  I believe,  has 
arranged  them,  will  be  able  to  refer  to  the  records  with  that  perfect  facility  that 
he  is  the  master  of ; yet,  at  present,  most  unquestionably  the  records  in  the  Six 
Clerks’  Office  may  be  referred  to  by  any  person  who  desires  it  to  any  extent  with 
the  utmost  facility. 

5806.  You  commenced  the  searches  of  which  this  was  the  result,  with  the 
impression  that  such  result  would  not  be  the  case? — I certainly  did  ; however  my 
great  objection  that  the  records  are  not  collected  in  one  office  under  one  head 
yet  remains,— that  part  of  the  bill  which  I prepared,  which  had  for  its  object  to 
establish  a Record  Office,  having  been  struck  out. 

5807.  With  reference  to  the  fees  for  searches  and  copies  of  bills  and  answers 
and  other  documents,  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether,  in  your  judgment, 
such  fees  in  the  office  in  question  are  moderate? — Of  course  I paid  nothing;  I 
really  do  not  recollect ; perhaps  I never  heard  what  the  fees  were  for  a search ; 
there  are  rules  and  regulations  as  to  searches  I am  pot  conversant  with.  I pre- 
sume the  question  does  not  relate  to  the  fees  for  office  copies ; these  are  reguluted 
by  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

5808.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  not  the  quantity  of  the  Chancery  records  in  the  Six 
Clerks’  Office  small  ? — No. 

5809.  But  as  compared  with  the  Chancery  records  in  the  Tower  and  Rolls 
Chapel  ? — They  are  removed  periodically,  and  when  I went  through  the  Six 
Clerks’  Office  there  had  been  one  of  these  periodical  removals  to  the  Tower. 

5810.  Therefore  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  extend  over  a very  short  period? 
— I should  think  20  years. 

5811.  If  the  collection  is  only  of  about  20  years  it  is  a very  small  collection? 
— Up  stairs  there  are  those  in  immediate  use,  the  remainders  are  in  catacombs 
below  ; on  recollection  the  whole  collection  must,  I think,  extend  over  40  years,  or 
thereabouts. 

5812.  Is  not  the  quantity  of  records  in  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  very  small  com- 
pared to  the  number  in  the  Tower  ? — It  must  be. 

5813.  Can  you  give  any  information  as  to  the  facilities  of  access  to  the  Chancery 
records  that  exist  in  the  Tower  or  other  offices? — No,  the  main  object  of  my 
inquiry  was  to  ascertain  how  the  records  could  be  kept  in  a manner  that  was  of 
the  greatest  practical  utility,  and  in  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  did  not  extend  beyond 
existing  causes;  my  enquiries  were  directed  to  this  object,  whether  the  records 
were  in  such  a state  that  for  all  practical  purposes  they  were  easy  of  access. 

5814.  The  opinion  you  give  refers  to  their  use  for  legal  and  not  historical  pur 
poses?— Certainly,  as  far  as  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  goes  ; my  inquiry  was  directed 
solely  to  the  question  whether  the  records  were  kept  in  the  best  way  possible, 
having  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  suitors  of  the  court. 

5815.  Sir  R.  II.  Inglis.]  If  the  fees  in.  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  were  high,  which 
your  answer  does  not  assume  that  they  were,  by  whom  and  under  what  authority 
are  they  fixed,  whether  by  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  any  other  au- 
thority ? — By  the  judges  of  the  court  the  fees  are  all  fixed  and  settled. 

5816.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Register  Office  in  Chancery? — Yes. 

5817.  And  the  state  of  the  decrees  and  orders  there  ? — Yes,  both  as  a practising 
barrister  and  in  reference  to  my  inquiries  when  a Member  of  Parliament ; I have 
often,  for  purposes  of  business,  searched  for  decrees,  and  found  them  with  the 
greatest  ease  ; at  first  I used  to  require  one  of  the  officers  to  assist  me,  but  latterly 
I used  to  go  in  and  take  down  the  index  book  and  find  the  decree  myself. 

5818.  Dr.  Bowring .]  With  reference  to  the  Six  Clerks’  Office,  does  the  pecu- 
liar facility  of  finding  the  records  arise  out  of  the  index,  or  the  peculiar  aptitude 
of  Mr.  Drew  ? — From  the  index  ; Mr.  Drew  showed  me  the  index ; it  was  from 
the  index  he  referred  to  the  rolls  where  the  documents  were. 

5819.  Can 
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5819.  Can  you  give  an  opinion  whether  the  same  system  of  indexing  could  be  George  Spence,  Esq. 

applied  to  other  depositories?— I should  think  so  ; Mr.  Drew  appeared  to  me  to - 

be  master  of  the  plan  of  indexing,  from  the  practical  use  he  made  of  it.  20  June  1836 

5820.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  indexes  of  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  are  trans- 
ferred with  the  records  when  they  go  to  the  general  repository? — I do  not  know. 

5821.  Sir  Robert  H Inglis .]  Do  you  recollect  whether  such  index  is  the  per- 
sonal property  of  Mr.  Drew,  or  transferable  with  the  records  on  any  vacancy  ?— I do 
not  know.  I believe  Mr.  Drew  is  not.  a recognized  officer  of  the  court ; I believe 
he  is  only  an  agent  to  the  Six  Clerks.  One  object  of  the  bill  which  I drew  for 
Lord  Brougham  was  to  put  that,  amongst  other  things,  upon  a proper  foundation  • 
but  this  perhaps  is  a matter  beside  the  present  inquiry. 

5822.  Dr.  Bo-wring.]  All  the  evidence  you  have  been  giving  is  with  reference 
to  the  modern  records? — Yes ; I am  now  merely  giving  evidence  as  a lawyer,  and 
not  as  an  antiquarian ; I never  went  into  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  as  an  antiquarian. 

5823.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  But  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  and  the  Registrar’s 
Office  are  the  two  principal  offices?— Yes;  the  books  in  which  the  decrees  are 
entered  are  all  kept  in  rooms  adjoining  the  Register  Office. 

5824.  Are  these  the  offices  to  which  the  suitors  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  have 
the  greatest  recourse  ? — Yes. 

5825.  In  the  course  of  your  practice  as  a barrister,  did  you  ever  hear  any  com- 
plaint made  of  the  difficulty  of  access  to  those  records  in  the  course  of  a suit  ?— 

No;  there  are  rules  in  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  as  to  searches,  and  strangers  I believe 
are  not  permitted  to  examine  any  bill  or  any  answer  they  choose';  but  that  is 
merely  an  arrangement  for  the  benefit  of  the  suitors. 

5826.  If  there  were  any  grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  any  persons  entitled 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  course  of  a particular  suit,  do  you  think  that  notice 

would  be  taken  in  the  course  of  a judicial  inquiry  of  that  ground  of  complaint  ? 

Yes ; I feel  confident  that  if  any  person  has  a right  to  examine  any  record  in  any 
office,  that  that  person  may  obtain  access  to  it  immediately,  notwithstanding  any 
rule  in  the  Six  Clerks’  Office ; if  it  was  proper  that  the  person  so  applying  should 
have  access,  I am  quite  sure  that  on  addressing  himself  to  the  court  he  would 
obtain  access  immediately,  unless  there  was  a good  reason  to  the  contrary. 

5827.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  constitution  of  any  other  Office  of  Records ; 
and  if  so,  will  you  be  pleased  to  state  your  opinion  of  the  same  ? — I also  examined 
the  report  department  of  the  Report  Office  ; the  reports  appeared  to  be  carried 
in  there  in  an  inconvenient  form,  written  on  paper  and  put  in  bundles ; there 
must;  I think,  be  great  difficulty  in  arranging  them,  but  still  I have  never  heard 
that  there  was  any  difficulty  in  finding  a report  which  any  person  might  desire  to 
inspect. 

5828.  Are  you  aware  of  the  constitution  of  the  Commission  which  forms  the 
subject  of  the  present  inquiry  ? — I believe  I am. 

5829.  Are  you  aware  that  it  consists  of  some  persons  who  are  Honorary  Com- 
missioners, and  who  direct  the  labours  of  the  gentlemen  employed  as  Sub-Com- 
missioners?— Yes,  I am. 

583°-  Do  you  think  this  a suitable  constitution  for  such  a Commission?— It  is 
difficult  to  give  a very  decided  opinion  upon  the  subject.  I never  considered  it 
prior  to  Saturday  evening,  when  I was  informed  I should  be  examined,  and 
therefore  my  opinion  can  be  of  little  weight ; still,  as  far  as  I can  judge,  it  is  the 
best  constitution  for  such  a Commission  that  could  be  put  into  practical  operation, 
there  are  inconveniences  that  must  occur  to  every  one’s  mind  as  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  these  Commissions,  however  appointed ; there  is  hardly  one  that  has  ever 
been  appointed  to  which  serious  objections  have  not  been  raised,  whether  the 
Commissioners  were  paid,  or  whether  they  were  merely  Honorary  Commissioners. 

*>ut,  considering  the  nature  and  the  objects  of  this  Commission,  I confess  that 
it  appears  to  me  that  its  present  constitution  is  a good  one ; at  the  same  time  I 
tnmk  that  this  Commission,  as  every  other,  requires  something  more  of  su- 
pervision, something  more  of  responsible  supervision,  than  appears  to  be  pro- 
t1  \ Present  Commission.  Unless  I am  travelling  out  of  my  way, 

s ould  wish  to  state  that  when  I was  a member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
ons  1 was  very  anxious  that,  instead  of  the  grand  committees  which  are 
ppomted  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  which  is  mere  form,  stand- 
g committees  for  legislation  for  public  records  and  other  subjects  of  national 
si  iy°r*fnCe  s 10u^  ^e  appointed.  I frequently  spoke  to  the  late  Speaker  upon  the 
^jec  , and  at  the  commencement  of  every  session  I endeavoured  to  procure  the 
‘33*  3 x adoption 
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E!„  adoption  of  some  plan  for  this  purpose;  but  1 was  never  able  to  succeed.  I 
g f always  appeared  to  me  that  standing  committees  to  supervise  the  labours  of  the 

so  Jane  ,836.  different  Commissions  would  be  most  beneficial,  not  only  to  secure  the  due  per- 
formance of  the  duties  assigned  to  the  Commissioners,  but  also  to  insure  for  the 
public  the  full  benefit  of  the  labours  of  the  Commissioners.  I cannot  help  saying 
in  regard  to  all  Commissions  appointed  for  legal  reforms,  that,  m my  opinion, 
they  have  failed,  to  a great  extent,  in  producing  the  benefit  that  would  other- 
wise have  resulted  from  them,  from  the  want  of  some  persons  whose  especial 
dutv  it  was  to  see  that  their  recommendations  were'properly  and  effectually  carried 
into  operation.  No  Government,  if  left  to  itself,  will,  I fear,  ever  attend  to  these 

Dr.  Bowring.']  Is  it  practically  possible  for  high  functionaries  to  give 
sufficient  of  their  time  to  superintend  the  works  undertaken  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission ? — I have  heard  that  question  proposed  to  one  of  the  witnesses  as  regards 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  I confess  I think  both  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
the  Vice-Chancellor  might  do  all  that  would  be  required  of  them  as  Commissioners 
under  this  Commission.  Each  of  them  must  be  well  acquainted  with  the  general 
nature  of  the  business  to  be  done;  they  would,  I think,  be  able  immediately  to 
determine  whether  a document  which  was  proposed  to  be  printed  was  proper  for 
publication,  on  inspecting  it,  and  being  informed  of  its  nature  by  the  persons  who 
had  examined  it.  The  present  Master  of  the  Rolls  would,  I am  confident,  in  five 
minutes  be  able  to  say  whether  such  a document  ought  to  be  printed  or  not. 

*832  Suppose  the  fact  were  shown  to  you  that  certain  high  functionaries, 
without  mentioning  names,  have  not  attended,  or  very  seldom  indeed,  what  would 
you  say  then?— I should  say  that  the  same  evil  which  is,  as  I believe,  in  constant 
operation  as  regards  almost  all  commissions  was  operating  as  regards  this ; that 

there  was  a want  of  proper  supervision.  „ 

*833  Can  you  get  over  the  fact  of  the  non-responsibility  of  the  Honorary 
Commissioners  ?— I do  not  think  it  is  possible,  unless  you  have  some  persons 
authorized  to  supervise  them.  „ _ T . . 

*834.  Is  not  that  an  insuperable  objection  r — No,  1 consider  not. 

Mr.  Hawes. ] You  have  already  stated' you  think  it  practicable  because 
you  have  stated  a mode  by  which  you  think  the  objection  might  be  removed  r 
Yes,  I cannot  but  think  there  should  be  some  supervision  over  these  Commis- 
sioners ; but  of  what  particular  description  I am  not,  at  the  present  moment,  able 
positively  to  say,  not  having  considered  the  subject  m reference  to  this  com- 
mission; but  I incline  to  think  that  the  same  supervision  that  I have  above 
referred  to,  in  regard  to  the  commissions  for  legal  reforms,  namely,  a standing 
committee  of  the  Commons,  or  if  the  Lords  and  Commons,  would  insure  the  due 
execution  of  the  duties  of  the  Commissioners,  honorary  as  well  as  paid. 

5836.  Sir  Charles  Lemon .]  Do  you  mean  an  authority  over  the  Commissioners, 
or  an  intermediate  power  between  the  Commissioners  and  the  acting  Commis- 
sioners?— A general  authority  to  examine  periodically  what  is  done  by  and  unde 
the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners.  . . . minpr 

*837.  Dr.  Bowring .\  You  would  submit  the  Honorary  Commissioners  to  supei- 
vision?— Yes;  I think  that  the  Legislature  ought  to  know  from  time  to  time, 
through  the  medium  of  some  persons  specially  appointed  for  that  P“*P0S?>  * * ' “ 
really  done  under  their  several  Commissions.  If  I were  told  that  the  Ho  y 
Commissioners  had  not  done  what  might  be  expected  of  them,  I should  say  1 
for  want  of  supervision  of  this  description,  and  not  because  they  were  unaDie  w 
do  what  was  required  of  them.  I can  well  conceive  that  unless  they  Know  tnai 
their  proceedings  will  be  frequently  inquired  into,  their  duties  may  e neg  e 
Frequently  one  will  suppose  that  part  of  the  business  will  be  done  by  anotne  , 
which  that  other  may  suppose  will  be  done  by  him.  But  if  there  were  some  g 
of  supervision,  or  something  of  periodical  investigation,  I do  not  thin  1 
would  happen.  , ro?  t 

5838.  Flow  could  you  enforce  the  attendance  of  the  honorary  memDe  • 
should  not  expect  to  enforce  the  regular  and  constant  attendance  of  the  nonora  y 
Commissioners  any  further  than  this,  that  I should  expect  that  when  an  Hono* , / 
Commissioner  was  found  to  be  unwilling  or  unable  to  attend,  he  would  tee  1 
duty  no  longer  to  continue  an  Honorary  Commissioner,  or  if  not,  that  fie  w 
receive  an  intimation  to  give  place  to  some  person  who  was  willing  to  pertorm 

5839.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Are  you  aware  that  for  the  first  few 
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Commission  their  works  were  distributed  to  each  member  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
that  they  made  successive  reports  to  the  King,  which  reports  were  laid  on  the  table 
of  each  House  of  Parliament  ? — Yes,  I am  quite  aware  of  that. 

5840.  Do  you  consider  that  the  fact  of  such  publications  being  distributed  to 
the  members  of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  reports  being  laid  by  the  order  of  the 
King  upon  the  table  of  each  House,  would  give  to  the  Parliament,  so  long  as  the 
practice  continued,  a cognizance  of  what  was  doing  and  proposed  to  be  done  under 
the  authority  of  the  Commission  ? — Certainly  it  would.  But  in  my  opinion  there 
ought  to  be  some  person  or  number  of  persons  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine 
the  reports  when  made.  I am  afraid  that  there  are  many  reports  upon  the  table 
of  the  House  of  Commons  the  contents  of  which  are  known  to  very  few  Members. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  reports  are  laid  before  the  House. 

John  Bmyer  Nichols,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5841.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis .]  I believe  I may  say  that  you  feel  an  hereditary 
interest  in  archaiological  pursuits.  You  have  continued  those  pursuits  which  your 
father  prosecuted  so  long  and  so  successfully  ?— I certainly  feel  a great  interest  in 
those  archaiological  pursuits,  in  which  my  father  was  generally  considered  to  have 
distinguished  himself. 

5842.  In  your  own  private  profession  have  you  had  great  experience  in  topo- 
graphical and  other  antiquarian  publications  ? — I have  been  engaged  in  printing 
such  publications  for  the  last  40  years ; and  from  the  presses  of  my  father  and 
myself  have  proceeded  most  of  the  county  histories  that  have  been  published 
during  that  period. 

5843.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  volumes  printed  by  the  authority  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Records  ? — With  most  of  them. 

5844.  What  is  your  opinion  of  their  usefulness  in  that  department  of  literature 
with  which  you  have  had  most  experience  ? — I consider  the  use  of  them  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  topographer  and  antiquary  who  would  publish  any  work  with 
credit  to  himself. 

5845.  Mr.  Hawes.']  Will  you  state  the  particular  volumes  to  which  you  refer? 
—The  volumes  of  calendars  and  indexes  which  open  the  records  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  topographer;  particularly  the  “Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls,”  the 
“ Calendar  of  the  Charter  Rolls,”  the  “ Calendar  to  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,” 
and  the  “ Index  to  Domesday.” 

5846.  Sir  Robert  H.  higlis.]  Whatever  be  the  value  of  those  works,  do  you 
conceive  that  they  are  such  as  could  remunerate  an  individual  bookseller  or  any 
associated  booksellers  as  a commercial  speculation  ? — I think  no  bookseller  would 
have  been  induced  to  publish  them  at  his  own  charge,  inasmuch  as  they  would 
not  have  met  with  a sale  corresponding  to  his  expense. 

5847.  Do  not  historians  labour  under  great  difficulties  in  obtaining  access  to 
the.  sources  of  information  on  which  their  works  must  be  founded? — I think 
that  historians  had  formerly  easy  access  to  the  Record  Offices.  The  “ History  of 
Warwickshire,”  by  Sir  W.  Dugdale,  and  the  “ History  of  Northamptonshire,”  by 
fhoroton,  seem  founded  on  the  public  records.  Since  their  time  there  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a manifest  falling  off  in  that  respect  in  the  county  histories  pub- 
lished in  the  last  century.  They  do  not  appear  to  be  formed  on  the  same  sure 
basis.  I conceive  this  arose  from  the  public  offices  being  closed  to  the  easy 
access  of  historians,  and  also  from  the  expense  of  fees  and  office  copies. 

5848.  Mr.  Hawes.]  You  do  not  know  at  what  time  the  exclusion  occurred  ? 
—The  exclusion  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the  publication  of  these  calendars 
lor  in  the  last  20  years  considerable  improvements  have  taken  place  in  county 
histones,  which  I can  only  attribute  to  the  publications  of  the  Record  Com- 
mittees. 

5849-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  In  your  former  answer  with  respect  to  the  facili- 
ies  enjoyed  by  Dugdale  and  Thoroton,  and  the  diminished  facilities  possessed 
y subsequent  authors,  do  you  speak  from  any  authority,  or  from  your  own 
opinion  ?— -Only  from  my  own  opinion,  on  consulting  the  works  of  those  authors. 

$ 50.  Mr.  Hawes.]  In  any  degree  do  you  speak  personally,  from  having  con- 
sj1  e the  records? — Yes;  I have  myself  been  employed,  conjointly  with  Mr. 

ougn,  in  editing  the  second  edition  of  Hutchins’  “ History  of  Dorsetshire,”  which 
made  those  researches  necessary. 

5851.  Did  you  find  any  impediment  arise  from  the  exclusion  and  fees  you  have 
°'33*  3x2  referred 


George  Spence,  Esq. 


20  June  1836. 


J.  B.  Nichols, Esq., 

F.S.A. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


532 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


J.  B.  Nichols,  Esq.  referred  to  1 — Not  personally;  but  I think  topographers  have  made  less  use  of 
f.s.a.  those  records  from  the  close  and  impervious  state  of  the  public  offices,  and  the 
expense  of  fees  and  office  copies. 

20  June  1836.  5g52.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  instance  of  the 

great  expense  incurred  in  obtaining  that  information.  I am  speaking  in  regard 
to  that  expense  commercially  ? — It  is  well-known  those  fees  did  exist,  and 
that  it  was  the  interest  of  those  who  had  the  custody  of  the  records  to  receive 

5853.  In  point  of  fact,  as  a literary  man,  you  found  the  system  adopted,  and 
■ the  fees  charged,  at  the  Record  Offices  a great  impediment  and  annoyance  ? — Yes ; 

but  I wish  to  add,  that  since  the  institution  of  this  Commission,  the  knowledge 
of  the  valuable  materials  to  be  obtained  in  those  offices  has  been  thrown  open 
to  writers  of  county  histories,  and  thus  facilities  hav'e  been  given  to  their 
labours. 

5854.  So  far  as  the  publications  of  the  records  has  gone? — 1 es. 

5^55.  But  in  reference  to  the  system  adopted  at  the  offices  of  making  searches, 
— has  that  system  been  changed  beneficially  ?— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

5856.  Since  the  original  Commission,  public  access  to  those  offices  has  not 
been  to  the  same  extent  which,  you  conjecture,  existed  in  the  time  of  Dugdaleand 
Thoroton?—  I think  not,  judging  from  their  works. 

5857.  Have  you  any  historical  knowledge  of  the  fact? — Nothing  but  from 
looking  at  their  volumes. 

5858.  Could  the  references  made  by  Dugdale,  although  references  involving 
increased  labour,  have  been  still  equally  within  his  power  ?— I cannot  say,  but 
Dugdale  must  have  been  evidently  very  much  engaged  himself  in  searches  at  the 
Record  Offices.  He  was  a giant  in  his  way. 

5859.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  any  instance  of  great  expense  incurred 
in  the  prosecution  of  topographical  inquiry  by  the  searches  in  the  Record 
Offices  ? — I can  ; the  Rev.  Mr.  Owen  Manning,  the  author  of  the  “ History  of 
Surrey,”  a very  learned  antiquary  and  Saxon  scholar,  but  a gentleman  by  no 
means  in  affluent  circumstances,  was  at  great  expense  in  engraving  the  whole  of 
“ Domesday”  for  his  “ History  of  Surrey.”  Another  instance  was  that  of  Dr.  Nash, 
who  did  the  same  for  his  “ History  of  Worcestershire.”  Mr.  Hutchins  had  the 
whole  of  “ Domesday”  copied  at  a great  expense  for  his  “ History  of  Dorsetshire.” 
When  my  father’s  “ History  of  Leicestershire”  began,  he  was  fortunately  saved 
the  expense  I have  mentioned  to  have  been  incurred  by  Messrs.  Manning,  Nash 
and  Hutchins. 

5860.  Mr.  Hawes.]  How  did  your  father  save  that  expense? — My  father  was 
able  to  copy  “ Domesday-book”  relating  to  Leicestershire  from  the  work  printed  by 
him  for  Government.  It  was  first  intended  to  publish  the  work  by  fac-simile 
engraved  plates,  but  my  father  suggested  moveable  types.  The  work  was  ten 
years  in  the  press.  A.  Farley,  Esq.  transcribed  every  line  of  it  for  the  press, 
and  with  my  father’s  assistance  superintended  the  correction  of  the  proof  sheets. 
Two  volumes  were  delivered  to  members  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  in 
1783,  though  the  work  complete  was  not  published  till  1816,  when  the  preface 
was  written  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis. 

The  returns  of  charitable  donations  made  to  Parliament  in  1788,  not  having 
been  printed  for  many  years  after  they  were  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  my  father  was,  in  1791,  at  the  expense  of  64/.  for  office  copies  of  the 
“ Charitable  Donations,”  for  the  county  of  Leicester  only,  which  were  first 
printed  in  his  history  in  1795.  Those  “Charitable  Returns”  for  the  whole 
kingdom,  were  afterwards  printed  in  1816  ; and  if  they  had  been  printed  when 
first  presented  to  Parliament,  my  father  would  have  saved  that  expense.  In  a 
small  degree  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  “ Testa  de  Neville  that  portion  for 
Leicestershire  was  transcribed  for  my  father,  at  his  expense,  and  published  in 
1795,  the  whole  not  having  been  published  by  the  Record  Commission  till 
18°7. 

5861.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Whatever  the  utility  of  those  publications  might 
be  to  individual  authors  on  works  of  topography,  do  you  conceive  their  great 
utility  to  the  nation  has  been  sufficient  to  justify  the  expense  in  which  the  nation 
has  been  involved  ? — Certainly. 

5862.  Mr.  Hawes.']  Do  you  know  the  expense  the  nation  has  incurred  in 
respect  to  these  publications? — Since  I have  been  in  this  room  I have  heard 
500,000/.  But  I would  add,  the  volumes  published  by  the  Record  Commission 

are 
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are  storehouses  of  facts,  with  which  no  historical  or  legal  antiquary,  no  genealo-  J. 
gist,  no  topographer,  ought  to  be  otherwise  than  most  intimately  acquainted. 

5863.  Dr.  Bowring.'}  The  “ Rolls  of  the  Hundreds  ” for  instance,  do  you  think 
they  were  justified  in  expending  9,500/.  upon  them  P— I did  not  know  what  the 
cost  of  the  work  was.  I cannot  presume  to  judge  whether  it  is  deserving  of 
that  expenditure,  though  I conceive  the  “ Hundred  Rolls”  contain  much  curious 
and  important  information. 

5864.  The  nine  volumes  of  the  “Statutes,”  according  to  the  Parliamentary  return, 
cost  60,000/. ; do  you  think  they  were  of  that  value  as  a literary  treasure? — It 
seems  a very  large  sum  to  bestow  upon  any  work  coming  down  only  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  century  ; they  may  be  of  use  to  antiquaries  if  not  to  lawyers ; I 
believe  that  the  work  has  on  the  whole  been  considered  a satisfactory  publication. 

5865.  The  three  volumes  of  Rymer’s  “ Fcedera”  cost  more  than  30,000/.  ? — 
Rymer’s  “ Fcedera”  is  a work  upon  which  there  are  a variety  of  opinions ; some 
persons  think  no  new  edition  should  have  been  published,  being  satisfied  with 
the  Dutch  edition,  which,  I believe,  is  the  most  useful  of  the  old  editions.  A 
supplement  and  continuation  to  Rymer  would  have  been  more  desirable. 

5866.  Your  opinion,  as  a literary  man  and  as  an  antiquary,  is  of  great  value; 
do  you  think  that  the  expenditure  of  30,000/.  a reasonable  sum  for  the  produc- 
tion of  those  three  volumes  ? — It  seems  a very  large  sum. 

5867.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.}  Do  you  know  whether  the  amount  stated  to  you 
as  the  cost  of  that  work  may  have  contained  or  not  the  charge  for  the  collection 
of  the  materials  for  the  completion  of  the  work  ? — I never  heard  the  sum  before ; 

I presume  it  embraces  every  expense,  editors  and  every  thing. 

5868.  The  question  last  put  to  you  referred  not  to  whether  the  sum  embraced 
every  expense  incurred  in  the  volumes  actually  printed,  but  whether  it  embraced 
some  portion  of  the  sum  required  for  the  completion  of  the  whole  work  ? — Very 
probably,  but  I do  not  know  any  thing  about  it. 

5869.  You  are  printer  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  as  well  as  to  this  House  ? 
—I  am. 

5870.  Independently  of  your  professional  employments  in  this  House  and  by 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  you  are  also  a general  printer? — I am. 

5871.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  to  this  Committee  your  opinion  concern- 
ing the  accuracy  and  typographical  execution  of  the  works  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  Commission,  and  especially  those  executed  under  the  authority  of 
the  present  Board  ? — I think  they  are  highly  creditable  to  the  parties  employed 
upon  them  ; no  works  have  been  published  with  more  clearness  of  arrangement 
and  more  neatness  of  execution. 

5872.  In  the  answer  now  given  do  you  limit  such  answer  to  the  works  pub- 
lished under  the  authority  of  the  present  Board,  or  do  you  extend  it  to  the  works 
published  at  any  period  of  the  Commission  ? — I think  the  works  are  more  neatly 
printed  under  the  present  Board  and  more  compressed  in  form. 

5873.  Do  you  consider  it  is  an  advantage  to  have  printed  the  later  works  in  a 
compressed  form,  the  octavo  ? — The  works  are  cheaper  if  printed  in  octavo  ; the 
type  is  smaller,  and  more  matter  is  contained  in  the  sheets,  by  which  expense  is 
saved.  The  smaller  form  is  more  convenient  to  consult,  and  more  easily  placed 
upon  the  shelves  of  a library.  In  the  folio  volumes,  printed  by  the  former  Com- 
missions, much  space  was  lost,  particularly  in  the  indexes,  which  are  printed 
generally  in  two  columns,  when  there  would  have  been  room  in  the  page  for  three 
columns  and  frequently  for  four. 

5874.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  for  the  promotion  of  historical  literature 
in  England,  and  inquiries  into  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  country,  that  the 
series  of  works  commenced  should  be  continued,  and  that  analogous  publications 
should  issue  from  the  press  under  the  same  authority  ? — -I  should  conceive  a 
portion  of  the  public  money  could  not  be  more  judiciously  employed  than  on 
the  subjects  generally  of  the  Record  Commission ; besides  printing  the  principal 
calendars  and  indexes,  and  the  most  important  original  records,  I include  the 
arranging  the  whole  of  the  records,  and  making  manuscript  indexes  and 
calendars  to  those  not  printed.  I should  also  think,  in  some  cases,  the  money 
would  be  well  employed  in  making  a transcript  of  valuable  volumes  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  British  Museum,  to  guard  against  accidents  by  fire  or  destruction 
hy  damp.  I should  think  that  an  object  well  worthy  the  atteniion  of  the 
Commission. 

5875.  Mr.  Hawes.}  To  which  would  you  give  priority  of  publication,  good  cata- 
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logues  and  indexes,  or  the  records  selected  by  the  Board  r — I should  decidedly 
say  calendars  and  indexes  first. 

5876.  Are  you  aware  that  the  present  Commission  has  published  no  calendar  ? 
— I believe  they  have  not. 

5877.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  do  not  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of 

all  the  works  which  have  come  forth  under  the  authority  of  the  Commission  ? I 

have  inspected  every  one  except  those  of  the  last  year.  I would  take  the  liberty 
to  suggest  that  if  it  were  possible  to  increase  the  facility  of  authors  and  others 
who  consult  the  records  on  public  grounds  only,  and  not  with  a view  to  private 
advantage,  by  abolishing  the  charges  for  fees  of  copying,  a great  benefit  would 
be  obtained.  The  circulation  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  to 
the  provincial  public  libraries,  and  the  lowering  the  prices  of  the  books  to  the 
public,  by  the  present  Commission,  have  both  been  of  the  greatest  use.  In  my 
estimation  it  would  be  a great  national  loss  if  the  objects  of  the  Commission 
should  be  wholly  swept  away  and  abandoned. 

John  Bruce,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

5878.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  YOUR  attention  has  been  directed  to  historical 
inquiries  ? — It  has. 

5879.  Have  you,  in  the  course  of  those  inquiries,  become  acquainted  with  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have. 

5880.  Have  you  given  particular  attention  to  any,  and  which  of  them? — Those 
which  are  most  useful  to  the  general  historical  inquirer  are  those  to  which  my 
attention  has  been  most  particularly  directed. 

5881.  Does  your  acquaintance  with  the  public  records  in  general  enable  you 
to  say  whether  the  selections  of  records  by  the  Commissioners  have  been  judiciously 
made,  and  if  so,  will  you  specify,  as  in  the  last  question  you  were  directed  to 
specify,  those  to  which  you  have  given  particular  attention  ? — The  “ Close 
Rolls,”  the  “ Patent  Rolls,”  the  Scotch  Rolls,”  the  “ Pipe  Roll”  of  the  31st  of 
Henry  I.,  the  “ Council  Books,”  with  others  which  do  not  occur  to  me  at  the 
present  moment ; all  those  I have  named  I have  found  highly  useful. 

5882.  Would  you  prefer,  supposing  Government  intended  to  give  any  portion 
of  the  national  records  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  books,  that  they  should  have 
selected  those  actually  printed,  or  that  they  should  have  preferred  any  others  ?— 
I think  they  have  acted  wisely  in  selecting  those  I have  mentioned ; but  I am 
unable  to  form  a judgment  upon  the  comparative  advantage  of  publishing  those 
and  others  which  are  not  before  me. 

5883.  Upon  the  whole,  you  are  satisfied  with  the  works  which  have  actually 
appeared  ? — Yes,  with  those  works  I have  named. 

5884.  Do  you  think  that  the  publication  of  those  works  has  been  an  assistance 
to  historical  inquirers  in  the  course  of  their  researches  ? — I do. 

5885.  Will  you  take  any  reign  as  an  instance  in  which  you  think  the  publica- 
tions issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  of  especial 
service  ? — The  whole  reign  of  King  John  has  been  very  much  illustrated  by  them. 
The  presence  of  the  historian  of  Scotland  (Mr.  Tytler)  reminds  me  of  a circum- 
stance that  has  recently  occurred,  and  which  exhibits  the  use  of  the  record 
publications.  There  has  been  a dispute  respecting  the  death  of  Richard  II., 
which  I believe  is  very  well  known ; Mr.  Tytler  has  written  upon  that  dispute, 
Mr.  Amyot  has  also  written  upon  it,  and  antiquarians  have  been  divided  respect- 
ing it,  with  Sir  Walter  Scott  on  the  one  hand,  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh  on  the 
other.  There  existed  a pretender  in  Scotland  after  the  death  of  Richard  II.,  and 
the  question  is,  who  that  pretender  was.  A gentleman  residing  in  Edinburgh, 
having  recently  had  his  attention  directed  to  some  entries  in  the  “ Calendar  of  the 
Patent  Rolls,”  published  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  has 
been  enabled  by  that  means  to  obtain  some  information,  which  he  thinks  sufficient 
to  set  the  question  entirely  at  rest. 

5886.  Are  the  events  in  the  reign  of  King  John  now  placed,  in  your  judgment, 
on  a sounder  basis  of  evidence  than  they  were  previously  ? — Unquestionably. 

5887.  Are  they  more  accurately  determined,  in  your  judgment  ? — We  have  now 
a standard  for  historical  truth,  as  far  as  the  reign  of  King  John  goes,  in  the 
“ Close”  and  “ Patent  Rolls.” 

5888.  Was  the  information  respecting  that  reign,  for  instance,  previously 
accessible,  so  that  it  could  be  conveniently  and  easily  used  by  the  historical 
inquirer  ?— ■ Do  you  mean  the  records  themselves? 

H 5889.  Yes, 
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5889.  Yes,  the  records  themselves? — I do  not  think  they  were  ; but  I have  no 
knowledge  of  the  record  offices ; I am  only  acquainted  with  the  published  records. 

5890.  Published  records  there  were  not? — Portions  were  published,  scattered 
through  very  many  and  very  expensive  volumes. 

5891.  The  greater  part  of  those  who  desired  to  consult  that  portion  of  English 
history,  must  have  been  content  to  do  so  without  the  means  of  testing  the  accuracy 
of  the  previous  publications,  which  the  means  existing  enable  every  man  now  to 
possess? — Yes,  those  works  I have  specified  have  that  effect. 

5892.  Without  undervaluing  the  information  derived  from  chronicles,  do  you 
conceive  that  the  information  derived  from  the  documents  of  the  class  to  which 
I have  called  your  attention  is  more  or  less  valuable  and  authentic  than  that  con- 
tained in  the  chronicles  ? — More  valuable  and  more  authentic. 

5893.  Can  you  state  any  other  points  of  history  which  have  been  illustrated  by 
the  publications  of  the  Commission  ; any  particular  point  in  the  general  history  of 
the  country  ? — The  whole  history  of  the  barons’  wars  in  King  John,  and  the  dis- 
putes between  that  king  and  the  Pope,  both  most  important  series  of  events  in 
the  history  of  England,  have  been  greatly  illustrated  by  the  publications  of  the 
Commission. 

5894.  Is  it  your  opinion  generally,  that  those  publications  which  have  now  been 
carried  on  for  a period  of  30  years,  taking  in  all  the  publications  and  the  works 
of  the  Commission,  are,  or  are  not  of  essential  importance  to  the  historical  stu- 
dent?— I think  they  are  of  essential  importance  to  the  historical  student. 

5895.  Have  you  perceived  any  improvement  in  the  publications  of  the  Com- 
mission within  any  period ; and  if  so,  state  the  period  from  which  such  improve- 
ment has  in  your  judgment  commenced  ? — I consider  the  proceedings  under  the 
Commission  at  present  existing  to  be  a great  improvement  upon  the  proceedings 
under  the  preceding  Commissions. 

5896.  To  what  do  you  attribute  such  improvement? — I am  really  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  management  of  the  Commissions ; I can  speak  only  of  effects. 

5897.  Are  the  publications  at  present  executed  upon  the  whole  in  what  appears 
to  you  to  be  a satisfactory  manner? — Yes,  I think  they  are. 

5898.  Mr.  Hazves.J  What  do  you  mean  by  a satisfactory  manner  ?: — As  com- 
pared with  the  publications  under  the  preceding  Commissions,  they  seem  to  be 
published  with  more  care  and  economy,  and  they  are  placed  before  the  public  in 
a better  form,  and  altogether  in  a more  satisfactory  manner. 

5899.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  term  “ more  satisfactory  manner”  applies  to 
a mere  abstract  superiority  over  the  previous  works  ; will  you  have  the  kindness 
to  state  whether  in  the  typography,  and  looking  at  the  mechanical  part  of 
the  work,  and  also  as  regards  the  editors,  and  the  form  of  the  works  them- 
selves, you  consider  the  works  have  been  executed  in  a satisfactory  manner  ?— 
Yes ; I think  they  have  been. 

5900.  Dr.  Bowring.']  You  are  acquainted  with  the  “Scotch  Rolls”? — I have 
frequently  had  occasion  to  refer  to  that  printed  work. 

5901.  That  cost  8,000/.,  should  you  think  that  8,000 /.  judiciously  employed, 
as  a literary  man,  in  the  preparation  of  such  a work? — I cannot  form  an  estimate 
of  the  proper  sum  to  be  paid  for  such  works ; I think  they  ought  to  be  published, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  ought  to  be  published  in  an  economical  manner ; if 
8,000/.  is  more  than  enough  to  have  been  paid  for  the  publication  of  these  two 
volumes,  I of  course  do  not  defend  it,  but  I have  no  knowledge  whether  it  was 
more  or  less  than  enough.  I cannot  tell  what  was  done  for  that  sum. 

5903.  Do  you  think  it  was  a contribution  to  literature  worth  8,000/.  ? — I have 
not  said  that. 


5904.  Sir  Robe?'t  H.  Inglis .]  Do  you  consider  that  the  preparation  of  works 
upon  records  taking  it  in  its  largest  sense,  is  a preparation  of  a nature  strictly 
literary,  or  is  it  of  a nature  professional  and  legal  ? — I should  think  that  works 
upon  records  are  of  a very  complex  character,  not  strictly  literary,  and  not  pro- 
fessional strictly,  but  compounded  of  those  two ; and  perhaps  with  some  other 
character  that  does  not  strike  me  at  present. 

59°5-  In  other  words,  that  the  pay  derived  for  merely  literary  labour  is  not 
the  test  by  which  the  publication  of  record  works  ought  to  be  measured,  so  much  so 
as  the  trouble,  time  and  application  of  talents  to  professional  pursuits ; is  that  the 
view  which  you  would  take,  and  would  desire  the  Committee  to  take,  of  works  carried 
on  by  gentlemen,  who  devote  their  lives  to  pursuits  connected  with  records? — 
I think  that  the  study  of  records  is  a liberal  pursuit,  and  one  that  can  only  be 
°-33*  3x4  properly 
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properly  carried  on  by  gentlemen  of  talent  and  education,  and  such  men  ought  to 
be  well  paid. 

5906.  They  are  not  paid  by  reputation,  in  the  extended  sense  of  the  word, 
which  may  be  thought  to  repay  other  literary  men  ?— I do  not  think  they  are. 

5907.  Dr.  Bozoring.]  That  state  of  things  does. not  peculiarly  apply  to  this 
country  ? — I have  no  knowledge  of  the  record  learning  of  other  countries. 

5908.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  you  think  the  “Pipe  Rolls  ” a class  of  docu- 
ments of  which  the  early  series  ought  to  be  printed  ?— I can  speak  of  the  one  that 
has  been  printed  as  being  extremely  valuable.  That  roll  had  long  been  called  a 
record  of  the  5th  of  King  Stephen. 

5909.  Do  you  think  that  that  publication  was  a proper  measure  ?— I do. 

5910.  Was  the  point  of  its  being  the  roll  not  of  the  reign  of  King  Stephen 
established  by  some  one  connected  with  the  Commission  ? — It  was. 

5911.  Will  you  mention  the  name  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
established  ?— It  was  established  by  Mr.  Hunter.  From  the  comparison  of  the 
internal  evidence  contained  in  the  roll  itself  with  the  statements  of  other  au- 
thorities, the  point  had  been  one  that  had  been  a long  while  in  dispute. 

5912.  Did  you  consider  it  of  importance  to  have  it  established? — Yes,  I did. 
Many  antiquaries  had  been  of  very  different  opinions  upon  the  subject,  and  many 
facts  of  which  we  have  no  other  knowledge  than  what  we  obtain  from  that  roll 
had  been  attributed  to  wrong  dates,  and  many  persons  placed  in  the  reign  of  King 
Stephen,  in  consequence  of  the  mistake  as  to  the  date  of  the  roll,  who  ought  to 
have  been  placed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Genealogists  found  themselves  in 
consequence  in  a state  of  great  confusion. 

5913.  Mr.  Ha-wes.]  With  regard  to  the  roll  that  was  supposed  to  belong  to  the 
reign  of  King  Stephen,  had  not  many  antiquaries  previous  to  Mr.  Hunter  come 
to  the  same  conclusion? — I am  not  aware  of  any  published  opinion  to  that  effect. 

59 1 4.  Do  you  know  whether  the  celebrated  Mr.  Prynne  had  not  discussed  the 
point,  and  come  to  the  same  conclusion  r — I am  aware  that  Mr.  Prynne  had  dis- 
cussed the  point,  but  had  not  come  to  the  same  conclusion ; he  had  on  a very 
fallacious  ground  assigned  it  to  another  year. 

5915.  Mr.  Petrie,  for  instance? — I think  I have  heard  that  Mr.  Petrie  was  of 
opinion  it  belonged  to  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  but  I am  not  aware  that  he  has  pub- 
lished any  thing  upon  the  subject.  I do  not  think  he  has  ever  done  so. 

5916.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Have  you  found  valuable  information  in  other 
prefaces  to  works  published  under  the  authority  of  the  Commission  ?—  I have. 

,5917.  If  so,  will  you  favour  the  Committee  with  your  opinion  in  detail  ?— I 
look  upon  Mr.  Hardy’s  introduction  to  the  “Close  Rolls”  and  those  to  the  “Council 
Books  ” as  very  valuable. 

5918.  What  opinion  have  you  formed  of  the  edition  of  the  “Statutes”? — I en- 
tertain a very  high  opinion  of  its  importance. 

5919.  You  consider  it  a national  object  to  have  a complete  and  authentic 
edition  of  the  ancient  legislative  proceedings  of  the  country  ? — Undoubtedly. 

5920.  Does  any  other  edition  of  the  “ Statutes”  contain,  independently  of  the 
ordinary  text,  all  the  statutes  which  have  been  subsequently  repealed?— I believe 
not. 

5921.  You  consider  it  essential  with  a view  to  the  legislative  history  of  the 
country,  that  it  should  contain  both  the  laws  which  exist  at  the  day  of  publication, 
and  those  which  have  at  any  former  period  passed  and  been  repealed  ? — Highly  im- 
portant, with  a view  to  the  general  history  of  the  country. 

5922.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  of  the  “ Close  Rolls,”  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  Commission? — I entertain  a very  high  opinion  of  their  value. 

5923.  The  “ Patent  Rolls”? — The  same. 

5924.  The  “ Norman  Rolls”? — I have  not  any  acquaintance  with  them  sufficient 
to  enable  me  to  speak  of  them. 

5925.  Can  you  favour  the  Committee  with  any  opinion  of  the  other  publica- 
tions of  the  Commission,  the  “ Oblata”  and  “ Fine  Rolls”? — I am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  them. 

5926.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  “ Rotuli  Curiae  Regis”  ? — I consider  them 
highly  valuable. 

5927.  The  “ Early  Fines”  ? — I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  them. 

5928.  Do  you  think  the  publication  of  those  records  a matter  of  importance 
for  the  history  of  the  early  kings  of  England  ? — I do ; they  are  the  materials  of 
history. 

5929.  So 
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5929.  So  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  contemporary  literature  or  analogous 
publications  in  this  country,  or  any  other,  at  any  time,  do  you  conceive  that  such 
publications  as  you  have  last  alluded  to  could  be  undertaken  as  a matter  of 
commercial  speculation  by  any  bookseller  or  association  of  booksellers? — I should 
think  not. 

5930.  Do  you  know  any  instance  in  which  the  publication  of  documents  sepa- 
rately from  historical  matter  has  actually  been  successful  as  a commercial  specu- 
lation?— No,  I do  not.  I never  could  persuade  booksellers  to  undertake  such 
works  ; I tried  it  some  years  ago  with  several  booksellers  without  success. 

5931.  In  your  professional  pursuits,  as  a solicitor,  have  you  ever  experienced 
any  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  more  convenient  access  to  the  documents  to 
obtain  a knowledge  of  the  evidence  contained  therein  ? — I have  no  knowledo-e 
upon  that  subject : my  knowledge  of  records  is  confined  to  printed  books,  and 
those  records  which  are  accessible  to  the  public  at  large. 

5932.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  “Docket  Rolls,”  and  “ Judgment  Books,” 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ? — I know  them  as  they  exist  for  the  last  20  or  30 
years. 

5933.  Are  they  in  a satisfactory  state  ? — I have  always  found  them  to  be  so. 


Mercurii , 22°  die  Junii,  1836. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 
Mr.  Jervis. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  Hawes. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn; 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Alexander  Johnston,  Bart,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

5934.  Mr.  Pusey.']  YOU  have  been  in  a judicial  office  abroad?— I was  Chief 
Justice  and  President  of  His  Majesty’s  council  for  ten  years  in  the  island  of  Ceylon. 

5935.  Have  you  had  any  occasion,  while  holding  that  office  abroad,  to  refer  for 
information  to  the  official  records  of  Parliament,  and  the  Government  of  England  ? 

I had.  In  the  year  1 8o3,  I conceived  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  all  the 
natives  of  Ceylon,  and  all  the  natives  of  India,  should  be  admitted  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Englishmen  ; and  under  that  impression  I came  to  England  in  1809, 
with  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty’s  Government,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  such 
rights  and  privileges  had  been  gradually  imparted  to  the  different  natives  of  the 
different  colonies  under  the  British  Government,  and  with  that  view  obtained  an 
order  from  the  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  the  late  Lord  Londonderry, 
to  the  late  Mr.  Chalmers,  the  Rev.  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  allow  me  to 
search  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council  from  the  earliest  times, 
for  all  the  documents  that  could  throw  any  light  on  the  subject.  I found  that  few  or 
none  of  the  documents  to  which  I wished  to  refer  had  been  published,  and  conse- 
quently that  I had  great  difficulty  in  getting  at  them  ; however,  with  the  assistance 
of  Mr.  Chalmers,  I did  obtain  most  of  them  in  manuscript,  having  had  a consider- 
able sum  myself  to  pay  for  copying  them,  in  consequence  of  their  never  having 
been  printed. 

593b-  Chairman .]  And  in  consequence  of  the  fees  you  had  to  pay  ?— No,  I paid 
no  fees  whatever ; I had  none  to  pay.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
gave  the  order,  and  of  course  the  search  was  an  official  matter. 

. 5937-  You  do  not  mean  to  state  from  your  own  knowledge  that  when  informa- 
tion is  wanted  by  the  Government  or  Crown  for  public  purposes,  that  that  informa- 
tion is  given  without  fees  being  paid  ? — I do  not  know  how  that  may  be  ; but  as  I 
had  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  could 
not  refuse  to  let  me  see  the  documents  I wanted,  they  being  connected  with  an 
official  object. 

5938-  Dr.  Bowring.~\  Those  charges  were  for  the  purpose  of  copying  ? — Yes, 
they  were  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  employment  of  the  clerk  ; those  documents 
0 which  I allude  have  since,  in  consequence  of  their  value  to  the  colonies,  been 
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Right  Hon.  published  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  in  two  volumes,  and  form  at  present  the  most  useful 
Sir  A.  Johnston,  work  we  have  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Bart.  5939*  The  clerk  you  employed  was  a clerk  in  the  office? — No,  a clerk  hired  by 

me ; the  official  clerk  in  the  office,  who  assisted  me  in  the  search,  was  Mr.  Chal- 

22  June  1836.  merg  j do  not  ijnow  precisely  the  name  of  the  situation  he  held. 

5940.  Mr.  Jervis. J He  has  since  published  them  on  his  own  account  ? — Yes ; I 
tfive  this  instance  to  show  my  reason  for  that  conclusion  ; it  is  most  important  to 
the  public  that  documents  of  that  sort  should  be  published  by  Government,  both 
for  the  advantage  of  the  Government  itself,  and  for  that  of  the  people  of  the 
country ; for  the  advantage  of  the  Government,  in  order  that  they  may  know  the 
nature*  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  that  the  people,  in  order  that  they  may 
know  the  several  documents  upon  which  those  rights  are  founded. 

5941.  Chairman.']  Your  evidence  also  shows  that  this  valuable  information  has 
not  been  published  by  the  Record  Commission  then  in  existence,  but  by  a private 
individual*? — I do  not  know  whether  they  have  since  been  published  or  not  by  the 
Record  Commission. 

5942.  At  that  time,  in  1809,  the  Record  Commission  having  been  in  existence 
nine  years,  had  not  published  those  documents  which  have  since  been  published  by 
a private  individual  ? — These  documents  were  not  published  at  that  time  ; I could 
not  get  at  them  except  in  the  manner  in  which  I have  explained. 

5943  Do  you  know  whether  the  Record  Commission  have  since  published  those 
documents  ? — I believe  not ; I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  all  such  documents 
as  those  alluded  to  ought  to  be  published.  I have  stated  the  .reasons  why  I con- 
sider it  of  importance  to  have  them  published,  and  why  I consider  the  publication 
of  public  records  in  general  to  be  of  importance. 

5944.  Dr.  Bozvring.]  Your  evidence  goes  to  the  value  of  the  deposit? — To  the 
necessity  of  that  deposit  being  made  available  to  the  public  by  publication. 

5945.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Did  you  return  expressly  from  Ceylon  in  order  to  conduct 
this  inquiry  into  the  records  of  the  Privy  Council  1 — I came  to  England  for  the 
express  purpose  of  laying  my  plan  before  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  and  ascertaining 
by  the  records  relative  to  the  colonies,  how  that  plan  might  be  carried  into  effect 
with  the  greatest  ease,  and  with  the  greatest  certainty  of  success. 

5946.  Chawman.]  You  drew  this  to  the  attention  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers? — 

I stated  my  plan  to  Lord  Castlere'agh,  afterwards  Lord  Londonderry,  who  was  then 
at  the  head  of  the  colonial  department. 

5947.  Can  you  recollect  whether  you  made  it  known  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  to  any 
other  of  those  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  who  were  members  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission?— I made  it  known  officially  to  no  man,  excepting  to  the  man  at  the  head 
of  the  department,  with  whose  officers  I was  in  the  habit  of  corresponding,  having 
been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  with  those  gentlemen,  I might  have  mentioned  it  to 
them  in  communication,  but  I do  not  recollect  I did. 

5948.  I want  to  ask  whether  a judge  in  your  situation  at  Ceylon,  or  in  any  of 
the  other  colonies,  w'ishing  to  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  coming  home  to 
obtain  that  information  would  be  under  that  necessity  at  the  present  moment  ? — I 
cannot  say  whether  he  would  or  would  not;  I can  only  say  he  would  not  he 
under  the  necessity  of  coming  home  to  refer  to  those  documents  which  have  since 
been  published  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  whether  he  might  wish  further  information  I 
cannot  say.  My  answer  is  that  no  man  would  be  compelled  to  come  from  Ceylon 
to  search  among  the  Privy  Council  manuscripts  for  those  manuscripts  that  have 
since  been  published. 

5949.  By  Mr.  Chalmers? — Yes. 

5950.  Has  that  work  of  Mr.  Chalmers  so  completely  supplied  all  this  informa- 
tion that  you  think  in  another  colony,  because  it  is  not  fair  to  refer  to  the  colony 
with  respect  to  which  you  got  the  information  which  was  afterwards  supplied  to  the 
public,  would  a judge  in  another  colony  wishing  to  get  that  Information  be  saved 
this  trouble? — If  a judge  wishes  to  get  at  that  information  merely  which  I wished 
to  get  at  at  that  time,  and  which,  in  consequence  of  its  not  having  been  published,  I 
was  then  obliged  to  get  copied  in  England,  it  being  now  published  in  a book,  he 
can  have  no  occasion  to  come  to  England  for  it. 

5951.  In  what  book? — Mr.  Chalmers’  book  in  two  volumes. 

5952.  Dr.  Bozvring.]  I understand  that  work  to  refer  not  to  Ceylon  only,  but 
to  other  colonies  ? — Yes. 

5953-  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  not  consider  it  a complete  collection  that  contains 
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an  answer  to  all  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  a judge  might  be  likely  to  meet  Right  Hon 
with  ?— No,  by  no  means.  Sir  A.  Johnston, 

5954.  Chairman.']  Then  on  those  matters  on  which  the  book  of  Mr.  Chalmers  Bart 
does  not  supply  all  the  necessary  information,  would  a judge  with  respect  to  another 
colony  have  to  take  the  same  trouble  you  have  ?— Yes  if  the  documents  he  may  22  June  1836 
want  are  not  published,  I presume  he  would  ; it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  what 
another  judge  would  wish  to  have.  If  a record  is  not  published,  but  remains  in 
manuscript  in  the  Privy  Council,  he  must,  of  course,  go  to  the  Privy  Council  for  it. 

5955-  -D°_  you  know  whether  this  information  not  contained  in  Mr.  Chalmers’ 
book  is  published  in  any  other  book,  so  as  to  save  a judge  in  the  position  we  have 
assumed,  the  trouble  to  which  you  were  put?— I should  think  not,  unless  any  part 
of  it  is  contained  in  the  three  volumes  that  have  been  since  published  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Privy  Council  from  the  earliest  period  down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  6, 
or  in  the  Resum6  published  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  called  “ An  Essay  upon  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Privy  Council.” 

5956.  Dr.  Bowring .]  In  the  judicatures  with  which  you  are  acquainted  are  any 
publications  of  the  record  commissioners  in  the  archives,  and  referred  to  as  authority 
from  time  to  time  and  found  useful  for  colonial  purposes  ? — At  present  those  three 
volumes  published  in  1834,  called  “ The  proceedings  of  the  King’s  Council”  that 
came  down  to  the  time  of  Henry  the  6th  are  in  the  library  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  are  accessible  whenever  any  member  chooses  to  refer  to  them. 

5957.  Are  they  accessible  to  a judge  in  a distant  colony  ?— Certainly,  if  the 
judge  has  a copy  of  them. 

5958.  Can  you  state  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  any  of  the  judges  in  the 
colonies  have  them  ? — I was  never  in  any  other  colony  but  Ceylon.  I have  been 
absent  from  that  for  many  years,  and  therefore  I cannot  say  whether  the  judge  now 
has  them  there  or  not. 

5959-  Mr.  Pusey.]  You  are,  I believe,  a member  of  the  Privy  Council? — Yes, 

I have  been  a member  of  the  Privy  Council  ever  since  the  judicial  committee  was 
established,  and  I am  one  of  the  two  Indian  judges  who  are  generally  summoned 
to  attend  all  proceedings  connected  with  appeals  from  any  part  of  our  East  India 
possessions. 

5960.  Have  you  had  occasion,  both  before  and  since  you  have  been  in  that  situa- 

tion, to  refer  for  a history  of  the  Privy  Council  to  ancient  records  ?— Yes  ; having 
always  been  convinced  myself  that  the  administration  of  justice  in  British  India 
never  can  be  rendered  completely  efficient,  prompt  or  impartial,  without  the 
establishment  of  an  efficient  court  of  appeal  in  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
superintending  the  general  administration  of  justice  throughout  British  India;  I have 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  ever  since  I returned  from  Ceylon  to  England  to  endeavour  to 
get  a court  of  appeal  of  that  description  established  in  this  country;  with  that  view  I 
have  endeavoured  to  make  myself  master  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council 
from  the  very  origin  of  its  jurisdiction  to  the  present  period,  in  order  that  I might 
ascertain  in  what  manner  any  portion  of  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Privy 
Council  could  be  so  modified  as  to  render  it  an  efficient  court  of  appeal  from  India, 
and  to  enable  it  to  superintend  the  whole  system  for  administering  justice  in  that 
country ; and  for  that  purpose,  having  frequently  referred  to  different  records,  I have 
been  led  to  conclude  that  the  publication  of  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Privy  Council  ought  to  take  place  without  delay,  because  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  colonies  that  all  such  information  should  be  brought  within  their 
reach.  0 

5961.  Has  the  course  of  these  legal  inquiries  led  you  to  attend  to  the  importance 
01  the  publication  of  the  records  of  this  and  other  countries? — Yes,  the  course  of 
my  legal  inquiries  certainly  has  ; having  originally  been  intended  for  the  diplo- 
matique, and  afterwards  for  the  law',  I studied  for  three  years  under  the  late  Pro- 
lessor Putter  of  Gottingen,  and  the  late  Professor  Martin  of  the  same  university, 

ie  ormer  the  professor  of  Roman  and  German  law',  the  latter  the  professor  of  the 
aw  or  nations.  I attended  lectures  upon  the  Roman  law  as  it  prevailed  on  the 
continent,  under  all  its  modifications,  and  the  law  of  nations  as  it  prevailed  through - 
u ' uiope.  I had  constant  opportunities  of  hearing  the  opinions  of  the  two  pro- 
e^sois  I have  mentioned  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  publication  of  our  records 
]'  en  r®*crnngto  the  English  Constitution,  and  to  the  different  branches  of  English 
p \ , ey  alwa)'s  expressed  their  astonishment  that  such  valuable  records  as 

I ttd  P°sses.sedwere  not  published.  When  I came  from  Germany  to  England, 
a ended,  as  is  usual  in  the  course  of  legal  studies,  at  a special  pleader’s  office  for 
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Right  Hon.  two  years,  and  being  destined  for  a judicial  situation  in  the  colonies,  I attended  the 
Sir  A . Johnston , proceedings  of  the  common  law  courts,  those  of  the  criminal  courts  at  the  Old 
Bart-  Bailey,  and  those  in  Doctors’  Commons,  those  on  the  Privy  Council,  and  those  in 
' “6  the  House  of  Lords.  I was  fully  convinced  by  this  course  of  study  of  the  necessity 

22  June  1 3 * of  the  publication  of  many  of  the  public  records,  and  that  it  would  be  a defect  if  it 
were  not  done. 

5962.  During  those  legal  studies,  have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
opinions  of  distinguished  men  in  this  country  upon  the  necessity  of  publishing  the 
records  of  Parliament? — Yes;  my  relative,  the  late  Lord  Frederick  Campbell, 
was  himself  engaged  at  that  time  in  preparing  for  publication  a number  of  ancient 
documents  relative  to  the  history  and  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland,  and  frequently 
expressed  to  me  his  surprise  that  documents  relative  to  similar  subjects  on  the 
English  records  had  not  been  published  in  this  country. . Upon  my  telling  him  of 
the  opinions  of  the  public  jurists  of  Germany  upon  this  subject,  he  used  to  say, 
that  he  was  endeavouring  to  get  such  documents  as  were  valuable  published  in  this 
country,  and  that  he  had  become  a member  of  the  commission  with  that  view 

5963.  Did  you  ever  while  you  were  in  office  in  India  yourself  feel  it  your  duty 
to  advise  the  Government  to  publish  any  portion  of  the  Ancient  Records  of  that 
portion  of  the  empire  ? — Yes,  I did.  The  documents  relative  to  the  landed  tenures 
in  India  consist  of  a great  variety  of  ancient  deeds  and  inscriptions,  which  give  one 
a very  clear  insight  into  the  nature  of  the  right  of  freehold  property  that  existed  in 
that  country  so  far  back  as  800  or  900  years  ago ; and  with  that  right  of  freehold 
property  into  a great  many  other  rights  and  privileges  which  the  people  possessed 
in  former  days,  but  which  they  have  lost  since  in  consequence  of  those  deeds  and 
inscriptions  not  having  been  made  public.  I took  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  every 
document  of  that  sort,  though  it  might  cost  a considerable  sum,  ought  to  be, 
published,  as  a duty  which  Government  is  bound  to  perform  to  the  public. 

5964.  And  you  still  retain  your  opinion  that  there  exists  at  this  moment  an 
urgent  necessity  for  the  publication  of  a large  portion  of  our  records  ?— I should 
say  that  at  this  moment  the  necessity  is  greater  than  ever,  because  it  is  impossible 
for  any  one  to  observe  the  great  changes  that  are  about  to  take  place  in  this 
country  without  being  convinced  that  the  Government,  for  its  own  information  and 
the  people,  for  the  security  of  the  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled,  ought  to  have 
all  the  documents  which  relate  to  those  rights  and  privileges  published  and  made 
accessible  to  every  individual  in  the  country. 

5965.  Chairman.']  May  I ask  you  what  you  mean  by  “ all  those  documents?” — 

I mean  all  those  documents  which  relate  to  any  material  part  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution ; to  any  material  part  of  the  administration  of  justice,  and  to  any  material 
right  or  privilege  that  has  a long  time  been  possessed  by  any  portion  of  the  people 
of  this  country;  I limit  what  I said  to  such  documents;  what  they  are  I do  not 
know. 

5966.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  then  that  all  records,  without  exception,  ought 
to  be  printed ; but  that  such  of  them  as  are  most  important  ought,  with  a judicious 
discrimination,  to  be  published  ? — Certainly. 

5967.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  great  object,  in  a public  point  of  view',  and  the 
first  object  with  regard  to  those  records,  is,  that  the  public  should  know  what 
information  is  contained  in  them  ? — Certainly,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that;  what 
I mean  is,  that  there  should  be  a perfect  index  to  the  records ; that  there  should 
be  also  an  analysis  of  their  contents,  so  that  every  person  who  wishes  to  refer  to 
them  should  be  able  to  point  out  at  once  the  document  he  wants  to  be  published, 
and  to  give  such  reasons  as  may  authorize  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the 
publication  to  publish  it. 

5968.  Do  you  not  think,  for  the  benefit  of  inquirers  into  minute  points  which 
would  not  justify  the  publication  of  a long  series  of  records  for  their  illustration,  but 
which  may  be  interesting  as  questions  of  topographical  and  local  interests,  that 
with  regard  to  all  those  questions,  as  well  as  individual  rights,  the  evidence  relating 
to  which  is  scattered  through  the  whole  enormous  mass  of  these  records,  that  the 
great  and  primary  object  of  the  Board  should  be,  giving  such  catalogues,  calendars, 
indexes,  and  even  analyses  of  the  contents  of  those  records,  as  would  enable  every 
man  that  wanted  information  upon  those  subjects  to  know  at  once  whether  the 
information  existed  in  any  class  of  those  records,  and  in  what  records  he  ought  to 
look  for  it  ? — There  ought  to  be  such  an  index  as  will  enable  any  individual,  with 
the  least  possible  loss  of  time,  and  with  the  least  possible  expense,  to  refer  to  such 
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portion  of  the  records  as  may  contain  the  document  that  he  may  think  of  importance  Right  Hon. 
to  his  inquiries.  Sir  A.  Johnston, 

5969.  You  know  what  an  enormous  mass  these  records  form? — I believe  it  to  Bart' 

be  very  great  from  what  I hear,  but  I do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge.  02  June  iS~6 

5970.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  primary  benefit  which  a commission  like  this  22  une  1 3 ■ 
or  the  Government  could  confer  upon  the  country,  with  regard  to  this,  would  be, 

not  the  printing  a few  of  them,  but  affording  the  public  general  information  of  the 
contents  of  the  whole? — I think  the  commission  ought  to  do  both;  it  ought  to 
have  an  index  made ; and  it  ought  to  go  on  printing  such  works  as  are  generally 
known  to  be  of  public  importance  ; for  instance,  Rymer’s  “ Fcedera,”  which  I have 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  both  in  the  old  and  new  edition,  a work  published  by 
Queen  Anne  at  an  enormous  expense.  I think  the  Committee  ought  not  to  wait  till 
any  person  should  ask  them  to  publish  such  a work ; it  is  avowedly  so  useful 
a work  that  they  should  direct  it  at  once  to  be  published.  There  are  other  ancient 
works  upon  English  history  which  I found  in  the  course  of  my  studies  abroad  of 
great  importance,  for  instance,  the  “ Coutume  de  la  Normandie,”  which  contain 
some  of  the  most  valuable  information  relative  to  the  laws  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor and  the  Saxon  Kings,  and  in  which  one  sees  the  first  dawn  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  belonging  to  the  people  of  this  country;  also  Glanville,  which  gives 
you  a general  history  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  time  he 
wrote,  under  fourteen  heads  ; I have  no  doubt  of  the  importance  of  the  publication 
of  any  old  records  connected  with  such  works  as  these. 

5971.  You  are  aware  that  Glanville  would  in  no  degree  enter  into  the  province 
of  the  commission? — I understand  so  now;  but  I myself  know  nothing  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  proceedings  of  the  commission. 

5972.  Have  you  ascertained  whether  the  errors  in  the  original  edition  of 
Rymer’s  “Fcedera”  have  been  corrected  in  the  subsequent  edition  ? — Some  of  them 
have ; I recollect  that  celebrated  man,  the  late  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  came  to  me  and 
pointed  out  to  me  some  of  the  errors  he  had  corrected ; the  same  errors,  I told 
him,  might,  I thought,  be  much  more  easily  corrected  by  a reference  to  the  libra- 
ries of  Gottingen  and  Leipsic. 

5973.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  such  a work  was  republished,  all  the  original 
errors  ought  to  have  been  corrected  ? — Certainly,  you  ought  to  make  it  as  perfect 
as  you  can ; there  are  a great  many  documents  that  have  been  added  to  it  which 
are  exceedingly  valuable. 

5974.  Mr.  Hawes,]  What  materials  do  the  libraries  of  Gottingen  and  Leipsic 
furnish  for  the  correction  of  Rymer’s  “Fcedera”? — They  contain  many  important 
public  letters  and  public  deeds  to  which  the  compiler  of  Rymer’s  “ Fcedera”  seem  to 
have  alluded  in  the  first  edition  without  having  been  able  I understood,  to  inspect 
them  ; a great  many  of  them  were  collected  by  a very  celebrated  German  philoso- 
pher and  historian,  a contemporary  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton-- Leibnitz. 

5975)  Chairman.]  Admitting  that  it  would  be  wise  to  publish  certain  records  of 
of  undisputed  value  and  complete  in  themselves,  taking  the  mass  of  records  in 
general,  would  it  not  be  the  wisest  plan,  in  order  to  supply  the  first  want  of  the 
public,  not  merely  to  print  a few  scattered  records,  but  to  supply  the  public  gene- 
rally with  such  catalogues,  and  I will  go  further,  such  analyses  of  the  contents  of 
the  records,  which  should  tell  all  the  curious  in  these  matters,  as  well  as  those  en- 
gaged in  legal  or  historical  pursuits,  what  information  exists  in  the  Record  Offices, 
and  where  it  is  to  be  found  ?— I should  do  that,  but  I should  go  on  with  the  other 
at  the  same  time ; I should  do  both ; I do  not  know  whether  new  editions  of 
Bracton  and  Fleta  have  been  published  by  the  Committee. 

5976*  Dr.  Bowring]  You  would  think  it  more  important  to  the  historical  or 
judicial  student,  that  he  should  have  a knowledge  of  all  the  existing  records,  than 
to  possess  any  particular  records? — Yes;  I think  he  ought  to  be  enabled  to  have  a 
general  view  of  the  whole. 

5977*  Mr.  Hawes.]  Which  do  you  consider  of  primary  importance,  the  catalogues 
and  indexes  and  analyses  you  have  alluded  to,  or  the  printing  selected  records  ? — 

I think  the  Committee  ought  to  do  both ; my  idea  is,  that  they  might  both  be 
going  on  together  ; but  if  there  is  any  very  valuable  record,  a day  ought  not  to  be 
lost,  because  every  day  that  is  lost,  you  run  the  risk  either  of  its  being  destroyed 
or  of  something  happening  to  it,  and  therefore  I should  advise  that  those  records  of 
a like  importance,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt  should  be  published  forthwith,  and 
that  an  index  to  and  an  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  rest  should  be  made  ; no 
nation  ought  to  grudge  the  expense  of  such  a work. 
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5978.  Putting  aside  for  the  instant  the  perishing  of  the  records,  about  which 
there  connot  be  two  opinions  in  regard  to  the  printing,  with  respect  to  the  other 
records  which  are  in  a fair  condition,  which  do  you  think  of  the  highest  importance, 
the  publishing  selected  records,  or  correct  analyses  and  indexes  of  the  contents  of 
the  Record  Offices? — If  you  mean  to  do  but  one  of  the  two  things  at  at  a time,  that 
is  to  say,  if  you  mean  to  put  an  end  to  the  publication  of  those  records  of  the  value 
of  which5  there  is  no  doubt,  and  mean  to  publish  one  thing  only,  I should  say  cer- 
tainly publish  the  index  and  analysis  first ; but  I should  also  say,  you  are  doing 
wrong  in  stopping  the  other  publication. 

5979.  The  Right  Hon.  C.W.  Williams  Wynn.']  Do  you  apprehend  that  it  is 
possible  to  state  generally  whether  the  publication  of  indexes  or  individual  records 
be  of  the  highest  importance,  without  specifying  to  what  description  of  records  the 
calendar  or  index  relates,  and  what  the  original  record  which  is  to  be  published 
may  be?— If  you  mean  to  put  an  end  to  the  publication  of  the  one  or  of  the  other, 
either  of  the  records  or  of  the  index  and  analysis,  my  answer  is,  publish  the  index 
and  analysis,  and  postpone  the  publication  of  the  records ; but  my  opinion  is  that 
neither  should  be  discontinued,  but  that  both  should  go  on  at  the  same  time. 

5980.  Mr.  Hawes.]  Assuming  a commission  to  be  appointed  for  methodizing 
and  arranging  the  records  of  the  kingdom,  putting  aside  again  those  of  a perishing 
description,  which  do  you  think  the  primary  duty  of  that  commission,  the  publish- 
ing accurate  accounts  of  the  contents  of  the  records  or  selected  records? — If  you 
are  to  postpone  for  the  publication  of  them  for  any  time,  I say  let  the  one  that  is 
of  the  highest  importance  go  on,  and  that  is  certainly  the  analysis  and  the  index ; 
of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  there  is  no  doubt ; but  it  is  quite  contrary  to  say 
that  either  the  one  or  the  other  should  be  dropped. 

5981.  Mr.  Pusey.]  You  think  it  would  be  very  false  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  if  it  was  to  limit  the  fund  for  the  publication  of  the  calendars  and  reduce 
the  fund  for  the  publication  of  the  records? — Yes;  but  the  moment  the  Govern- 
ment have  decided  that  the  publication  of  those  documents  is  material  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  Government  or  that  of  the  people,  they  ought  not  to  doubt  about 
the  expenditure  of  the  necessary  sum  of  money. 

5982.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Looking  at  the  facts  in  their  results,  have  you  an  ac- 

quaintance with  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission? — No,  I have  not  with 
the  exception  of  the  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  Rymer’s  “Fcedera,”  of  most 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  of  that  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s 
Essay.  _ , 

5983.  Should  you  think,  for  the  publication  of  this  new  and  uncorrected  edition 
of  Rymer’s  “ Fcedera”  30,000  l.  sterling  have  been  judiciously  expended  ? — I have 
not  the  least  idea,  never  having  published  any  thing  myself. 

Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5984.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  THE  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Public  Records  in  1 800  reported  that  “ The  most  essential  of  all  the  measures 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  open  to  the  public  a full  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
the  record  depositories  will  be,  to  print  sonm  of  the  calendars  and  indexes  and  also 
such  of  the  original  records  as  appear  the  most  important  in  their  nature  and  the 
most  perfect  oflheir  kind ; ” has  this  recommendation  of  the  Committee  the  sanc- 
tion of  your  approval  ? — Undoubtedly. 

5985.  That  Committee  recommend  amongst  other  works  of  a similar  nature,  the 
preparation  of  an  uniform  edition  of  the  Year  Books,  in  which  should  be  incorpo- 
rated with  those  already  printed  the  unpublished  Year  Books,  the  text  of  both  being 
corrected  by  a collation  with  the  various  manuscripts  and  a general  index  ap- 
pended ; does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  execution  of  this  measure  would  be 
important  as  affording  better  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  history  and 
progress  of  English  jurisprudence? — I think  a new  publication  of  the  Year  Books 
would  be  eminently  useful ; the  new  edition  ought  to  be  collated  with  the  text  of 
former  editions,  and  with  the  original  manuscripts  ; it  ought  also  to  be  accompanied 
with  notes ; I think  also  unedited  Year  Books  or  Reports  of  those  early  periods  ought 
to  be  published  upon  this  point.  I have  to  state  to  the  Committee  that  the  Bench 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  of  which  I have  the  honour  of  being  a member,  are  in 
possession  of  the  manuscript  of  an  inedited  portion  of  the  Reports  belonging  to  that 
period  which  falls  within  what  is  commonly  called  the  period  of  the  Year  Books; 
and  at  our  own  expense  we  have  had  the  original  report  translated,  and  we  voted 
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a sum  of  300/.,  if  I recollect  right,  for  that  purpose.  Having  incurred  that  ex- 
pense, our  next  object  was  to  inquire  whether  we  should  ourselves  publish  it,  or 
what  ulterior  steps  we  should  take  to  make  the  book  available  to  the  public ; I have 
therefore  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  in  my  opinion  any  improvement  of  the 
editions  of  the  Year  Books  already  published,  and  the  printing  of  the  yet  inedited 
and  unpublished  decisions  of  that  period,  would  constitute  a most  important  addition 
to  the  stores  of  legal  science  as  derived  from  reported  cases. 

5986.  Does  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Bench  of  the  Inner  Temple  supersede  in 
your  judgment  the  expediency  of  the  work  contemplated  in  the  preceding  question, 
namely,  an  uniform  edition  of  all  the  Year  Books? — No,  by  no  means;  I think 
that  there  should  be  an  uniform  edition  of  all  the  Year  Books ; 1 am  not  aware 
whether  the  resolution  you  have  read  implies  that  there  is  to  be  a translation  of 
the  ancient  French,  I should  say  that  the  translation  would  be  a valuable  improve- 
ment. Not  being  aware  that  any  distinct  information  would  be  asked  of  me  upon 
this  subject,  I am  not  aware  of  the  exact  period  of  the  manuscript  in  our  possession, 
but  we  thought  it  so  desirable  not  to  withhold  it  that  we  have  taken  this  step  I 
have  mentioned,  and  I cannot  but  think  a complete  series  of  the  Year  Books  would 
be  a very  desirable  work. 

5987.  In  the  suggestion  which  you  have  made  as  to  the  expediency  of  a translation 
of  the  Year  Books  accompanying  the  publicatiou  of  an  uniform  edition  thereof,  do 
you  wish  the  Committee  to  understand  that  it  is  your  judgement  that  such  a trans- 
lation should  proceed  in  parallel  columns  with  the  original,  or  should  be  appended, 
or  should  be  printed  in  a separate  form  ? — When  I have  stated  that  I think  a 
translation  would  be  an  improvement,  my  opinion  is  given  generally  and  without 
a minute  examination  of  all  particular  points  ; I was  not  aware  of  the  points  upon 
which  I was  to  offer  my  opinion,  but  there  is  example  and  experience  in  support  of 
what  I state.  The  editors  of  many  of  our  ancient  reports  have  translated  them  ; 
M.  Vaillant’s  edition  of  Dyer  is  a translation  and  it  is  a valuable  work,  many  of 
our  old  reports  being  in  Norman  French.  I wish  some  of  them  were  translated  ; 
I should  say  that  the  best  form  of  printing  the  translation  would  be  that  which  has 
been  often  adopted,  namely,  of  giving  it  in  parallel  lines  with  the  original  text. 
There  are  editions  of  reports  in  that  shape,  I have  one  in  my  own  possession  of 
Levins’  Reports  in  which  there  is  a translation  running  in  parallel  pages  with  the 
original  text. 

5988-9.  It  was  also  suggested  that  an  uniform  edition  should  be  prepared  of  the 
ancient  law  books  Glanville,  Britton,  Bracton,  Fleta,  formed  on  a collation  of  the 
various  manuscripts.  Does  it  appear  to  you  that  this  also  is  a desirable  work,  as 
affording  the  means  of  more  accurate  and  exact  knowledge,  as  affording  the  means  of 
examining  into  English  history  at  particular  periods,  and  also  the  history  of  English 
law  ? — Yes,  I should  decidedly  say  so  of  all  those  ancient  treatises.  I do  not  recollect 
any  valuable  edition  of  any  one  of  them ; they  consist  merely  of  the  text,  not 
accompanied  with  notes ; whether  the  text  is  imperfect  and  whether  a collation 
with  the  manuscripts  would  render  it  more  perfect,  is  a point  upon  which  I am  not 
able  to  offer  an  opinion.  I am  not  aware  where  the  manuscripts  are,  and  I cannot 
say  whether  that  collation  would  improve  the  text,  but  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
if  those  books  were  published  in  a better  form,  with  translations  and  with  notes  and 
commentaries,  it  would  be  a great  inducement  to  read  those  books;  they  would 
be  much  more  read  than  they  are  at  present,  and  their  more  extended  perusal 
would  itself  also  be  a great  improvement  in  legal  learning. 

599°-  Does  it  appear  to  you,  that  an  acquaintance  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws 
and  the  Welsh  laws  is  necessary  for  writing  a history  of  the  law  of  England  ? — I 
should  say  so  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  for  all  our  histories  show  the  value  of 
those  original  sources  of  many  of  our  laws  and  usages ; I should  say  that  a more 
familiar  knowledge  of  the  legal  antiquities  of  that  period  would  be  a very  desirable 
thing. 

5991*  Do  you  think  that  a new  and  complete  edition  of  these  laws  is  wanted,  and 
would  be  a useful  undertaking  ? — My  answer  to  the  necessity  of  a new  edition 
would  be  beyond  my  practical  means  of  furnishing  any  information  to  the 
Committee.  I have  confined  my  opinion  to  the  improved  publication  of  those 
books  which  I have  been  more  in  the  habit  of  consulting,  and  with  reference 
to  which  my  own  opinion  induces  me  to  think  I can  with  propriety  speak  with  a 
degree  of  confidence.  As  to  the  books  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  period  I am  not  able 
to  speak  with  confidence. 

5992-  The  same  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800,  from 
°-33«  3 y 4 whose 
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Sir  C.  WethcrcU.  whose  Report  a passage  was  quoted  in  the  first  question,  also  recommend  the 

publication  of  State  Papers,  similar  to  those  which  form  the  work  of  Rymer’s 

22  June  1836.  “Feed era” ; do  you  think  this  is  also  a subject  of  national  importance?— I should 
apply  to  the  expediency  of  making  that  species  of  publication  the  same  remark 
I made  as  to  the  expediency  of  publishing  improved  editions,  or  bringing  to  li<rht 
and  publishing  fresh  materials  of  that  kind,  which  are  now  inedited  and  in  manu- 
script. I think  the  publication  of  state  papers  or  documents  of  that  sort  is  im- 
portant with  reference  to  the  history  of  the  constitution,  the  Government  and  the 
general  history  of  the  country,  as  important  for  those  general  and  national  purposes, 
as  the  decisions  in  the  courts  and  law  books,  and  treatises,  are  important  to  West- 
minster Hall.  I had  on  a late  occasion,  an  opportunity  of  feeling  the  importance 
of  the  publication  of  more  documents  or  memorials,  which  are  commonly  called 
state  papers,  and  which  are  found  in  collections  of  Mr.  Read  ; I allude  to  the 
collections  called  Wilkins’s  “ Consilia”  ; it  gives  an  account  of  many  proceedings 
before  the  Privy  Council.  Upon  a late  occasion  a discussion  took  place  at  the 
council  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  a new  university,  a question 
which  had  never  been  argued  before  at  the  council.  It  was  essential  in  that  dis- 
cussion to  procure  all  the  information  which  could  be  obtained,  and  to  lay  it  before 
the  Board,  and  in  Wilkins’s  “ Consilia”  there  is  published  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings that  had  taken  place  as  to  the  visitation  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  in 
the  time  of  Charles  I.,  a most  important  document  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  an 
university  as  to  religious  discipline.  Again,  another  important  document  was  pro- 
duced from  a well  known  collection,  called  the  “ Rolls  of  Parliament,”  which  applied 
to  a very  ancient  proceeding  on  the  same  subject,  as  early  as  the  time  of  Richard  II. 
Such  documents  as  these  would  have  been  lost  sight  of ; it  probably  would  not 
have  been  known  that  such  proceedings  as  these  had  ever  taken  place,  unless  they 
had  been  published  in  the  works  to  which  I have  alluded. 

5993-  Chairman .]  Is  that  published  by  the  Record  Commission? — No ; I think 
Wilkins’s  “ Consilia”  was  a publication  made  by  an  individual  on  his  own  account, 
but  the  publication  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  was  authorized  by  a vote,  either  of 
the  House  of  Lords  or  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Now  I mention  the  publica- 
tion of  these  two  books  as  of  infinite  importance  for  the  reasons  I have  stated. 

5994.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  instances  which  you  have  given  of  the  usefulness 
of  records  and  documents  of  the  class  to  which  you  have  referred,  have  been  in- 
stances taken  from  works,  one  of  which  was  a private  speculation,  and  the  other  a 
Parliamentary  publication  ; has  it  ever  occurred  to  you,  in  the  course  of  your  ex- 
perience, to  know  that  the  publications  which  have  been  issued  under  the  Record 
Commission  have  been  useful  to  persons  who  were  engaged  in  tithe  causes,  refer- 
ring particularly  to  the  “ Taxatio  Papas  Nicolai,”  the  “ V alor  Ecclesiasticus”  and  the 
“ Nonas  Rolls  ” ? — The  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  particularly  the 
various  valuations  and  taxations  of  ecclesiastical  property,  are  absolutely  essential ; 
they  are  of  constant  use ; there  is  scarcely  a tithe  case  of  any  sort  which  relates  to 
a matter  of  modus,  where  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  them. 

5995.  Chairman .]  Have  you  ever  had  recourse  to  them  yourself? — Yes;  I think 
I may  say  I was  scarcely  ever  engaged  in  a tithe  suit,  as  to  a modus  or  prescrip- 
tive payment,  without  having  occasion  to  refer  to  them,  in  order  to  show  whether 
a payment  set  up  as  a modus  was  an  ancient  prescriptive  payment,  or  a modern 
composition.  These  valors  and  taxations  of  tithes  are  as  important  as  any  books 
which  the  commission  have  directed  to  be  printed. 

5996.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Has  your  attention  ever  been  called  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  printing  a series  of  the  private  Acts  of  Parliament  down  to  a certain 
period,  for  public  use,  and  at  the  public  expense  ? — Yes ; I have  once  or  twice  had 
occasion  to  look  for  private  Acts  of  an  ancient  date,  upon  particular  subjects,  and 
have  hot  easily  got  them.  I think  the  private  Acts  of  an  early  period  would  be 
a very  valuable  compilation,  if  confined  to  certain  select  subjects,  and  to  a certain 
time  ; if  every  railway  Act,  or  local  canal  Act  and  things  of  that  kind  were  printed, 
it  would  be  a useless  concern,  but  private  Acts  in  early  times  would  be  desirable. 

5997.  Can  you  state  any  period  down  to  which  you  think  the  printing  those  Acts 
at  the  public  expense  would  be  a public  benefit  ? — I should  think  if  private  Acts 
upon  particular  subjects  were  brought  down  to  the  revolution,  it  would  be  an  useful 
compilation ; in  saying  this,  there  are  many  things  that  must  be  excluded  from  the 
collection,  amongst  other  things,  enclosure  bills. 

5998.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  I believe  the  number  of  private 
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Acts  was  exceedingly  increased  immediately  after  the  Restoration  ? — It  was  in- 
creased after  the  Restoration,  certainly. 

5999-  not  ta^en  not>ce  of  in  one  of  the  speeches  of  Charles  II.  to  his  Par- 
liament?— Yes,  I think  it  is. 

6000.  That  it  had  been  rendered  necessary  ?— Yes.  If  it  was  brought  down 
to  about  that  time,  I think  it  would  produce  a collection  which  would  be  useful : 
but  it  must  not  be  embarrassed  with  those  common-place  private  Acts,  the  printin'? 
of  which  would  be  useless. 

6001.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.'}  In  the  course  of  your  professional  life,  have  you 
or  not  met  with  complaints  of  the  want  of  access  to  documents  in  the  public 
offices,  which  have  been  wanted  in  the  different  courts,  or  of  the  difficulties  with, 
which  searches  are  made  and  copies  are  obtained  ? — Certainly  there  is  considerable 
expense  and  great  hazard  in  making  a search  for  documents  that  may  be  wanted* 
and  finding  them  out.  If  a person  who  wanted  information  upon  any  given  point! 
had  access  to  printed  calendars,  or  printed  collections,  he  might  see  what  docu- 
ments existed  which  served  his  purpose,  he  might  then  procure  copies  of  what  he 
wanted.  The  desideratum  is  to  know  what  record  or  document  does  exist ; 
very  great  expense  is  sometimes  incurred,  and  what  is  supposed  to  exist  is  not 
produced. 

6002.  The  tendency  of  that  answer  is  to  recommend  the  compilation  and  the 

publication  of  calendars  and  indexes  to  the  records  in  the  several  repositories  ? 

Yes,  I think  that  would  be  a very  useful  thing  ; just  in  the  same  way  as  a calendar 
of  the  letters  and  papers  which  belong  to  any  period  of  our  history,  for  instance, 
the  Harleian  Manuscripts ; you  look  into  the  calendar  to  know  whether  there  is  a 
letter  or  paper,  or  document  connected 'with  the  subject  or  the  transaction  inquired 
into,  and  this  enables  the  party  who  has  researches  to  make  to  prosecute  them. 

6003.  In  a former  question  you  were  asked  whether  you  had  heard  complaints 
of  the  difficulty  of  access  to  the  public  records  in  the  public  offices,  in  the  course 
of  your  professional  life ; have  you  heard  such  complaints  independently  of  the 
question  of  the  difficulty  arising  out  of  the  fees? — My  answer  applied  to  the 
expense  of  making  searches  when  you  could  not  know  whether  records  did  or  did 
not  exist}  if  the  question  meant  a complaint  against  any  keeper  of  records  in  any 
gentleman  whose  duty  it  was  to  give  his  assistance,  whether  thev  had  made  any 
obstructions  or  difficulties,  I am  not  aware  of  any  thing  of  that  sort. 

6004.  If  there  were  any  confusion  in  the  offices  with  respect  to  the  records,  do 
you  or  do  you  not  think  that  in  the  course  of  your  professional  life  you  would  have 
been  cognizant  of  such  confusion } ii  being  assumed  in  the  question  that  the 
confusion  is  to  such  an  extent  as  to  impose  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
searches  ? — That  has  occurred.  I happen  to  know  one  of  the  most  curious  and 
important  documents  in  this  kingdom,  which  is  the  deed  or  instrument  by  which 
the  property  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  was  identified,  was  found  somewhere  in  the 
Exchequer,  in  a place  where  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  among  documents  with  which 
it  had  no  connexion.  I say  this  without  meaning  to  imply  more  than  that  this  had 
been  an  accident.  There  is  a confusion  in  some  places  which  may  be  stated  without" 
imputation  against  any  person — I mean,  that  indexes  of  the  nature  I have  alluded 
to  are  wanted. 

6005.  In  those  records  to  which  in  courts  of  equity  reference  is  more  particularly 
had ; for  instance,  to  the  bills  and  answers,  the  depositions  and  decrees,  do  you 
think  that  any  difficulty  practically  exists  in  making  searches  for  the  same? — No; 
if  I am  to  speak  of  my  own  court,  I must  say,  I do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
public  repository  in  which  greater  facilities  would  be  given;  for  instance,  the 
counsel  who  are  engaged  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  themselves  frequently  go  to  the 
Registrar's  office  to  read  and  take  copies  of  the  words  of  a deed  or  instrument,  or 
will,  which  is  stated  on  the  record. 

6006.  Chairman .]  Where  is  the  Registrar’s  Office  ? — In  Chancery-lane. 

6007.  What  records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  are  kept  there,  and  back  to  what 
period  do  they  extend  ? — The  exact  period  I do  not  recollect ; the  more  ancient 
bills  and  answers,  and  decrees,  are  not  kept  in  the  Registrar’s  office. 

boo8.  The  Registrar’s  office,  if  I understand  rightly,  only  contains  the  more 
recent  records  which  the  court  itself,  for  convenience,  keeps  in  its  own  custody ; the 
more  ancient  are  sent  to  the  Tower  and  the  Rolls  Chapel? — Yes  ; the  more  ancient 
are  not  in  the  Registrar’s  office;  but  I am  unable  to  state  the  division  of  time 
which  separates  the  two  classes,  the  more  ancient  and  the  more  modern ; but  the 
facility  ot  access  which  the  bar  possess,  and  the  assistance  given  by  the  officers  of 
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the  court  to  the  bar,  is  something  which  I will  venture  to  say  it  is  impossible  to 
improve. 

6009.  But  this  phrase,  “ facility  of  access,”  applies  to  the  records  in  the 
Registrar’s  office?— Yes;  I am  reading  a case  in  the  reports  of  the  time  of  Lord 
Hardwicke,  and  I doubt  whether  the  words  of  a will  or  deed  are  accurately  given, 

I have  gone*  to  look  at  the  record  as  stated  in  the  Registrar’s  book. 

6010.  That  does  not  refer  to  the  records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  or  the  Tower? — 
No ; I have  gone  to  the  Rolls  Chapel  to  look  at  charters ; I had  occasion  once  or 
twice  to  go  there. 

6011.  How  did  you  find  it  out? — I knew  the  date  of  the  charter  I wished  to 
consult. 

6012.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  With  respect  to  the  common-law  repositories,  can 
you  state  whether  the  declarations,  pleas  and  judgments  are  equally  accessible  as 
the  documents  required  in  your  own  more  immediate  practice  ? — I have  not  had 
so  much  occasion  to  resort  there;  I have  once  or  twice  been  to  the  Crown  Office 
to  make  inquiries  which  were  most  readily  answered  to  me;  I am  not  therefore  so 
well  enabled  to  answer  that  question  as  I am  with  regard  to  the  records  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

6013.  You  have  referred  in  a preceding  answer  to  several  of  the  depositories  of 
national  records ; are  you  able  to  state  whether  in  your  judgment  it  be  expedient 
that  one  or  more  common  depositories  should  be  erected,  which  should  be  con- 
structed with  the  primary  view  to  the  reception  and  convenient  distribution  of  the 
national  records  ? — Upon  that  question,  as  far  as  my  humble  judgment  is  con- 
cerned, I should  say  that  what  is  called  a public  national  record  office  is  an  incon- 
venient thing,  and  upon  that  ground  I have  in  Parliament  opposed  the  establish- 
ment of  an  universal  registry.  If  you  have  a public  office  and  send  to  it  all  the 
records  from  the  library  at  Lambeth  Palace,  all  the  records  at  the  Tower,  at  the 
Chapter  House,  all  the  records  at  the  British  Museum,  and  from  the  State  Paper 
Office  and  all  the  other  public  repositories,  you  would,  in  my  opinion,  take  them  out 
of  a better  custody  and  put  them  in  a worse.  The  danger  of  loss  to  these  things,  if 
they  are  all  put  together,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  argument  against  it,  and  so  I have 
objected  upon  this  principle  to  a general  registry  office  for  deeds. 

6014.  Your  last  answer  referred  to  the  danger  of  loss;  what  species  of  loss  do 
you  consider  that  the  records  would  be  specially  liable  to? — From  fire;  my  idea 
is  that  in  each  public  place  of  depository  or  office  there  is  a sufficient  care  for  the 
preservation  of  their  own  muniments. 

6015.  Chairman .]  That  is  an  objection  to  taking  private  deeds  out  of  the 
custody  of  individuals  ? — I am  applying  the  same  observation  to  the  public  records 
of  this  country. 

6016.  You  would  not  say  that  the  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  has  the  same 
interest  in  keeping  the  records  there  that  a person  has  in  keeping  the  muniments  of 
his  own  estate  ? — My  idea  is  that  the  principle  of  centralization,  as  it  is  called,  is 
not  a useful  thing;  my  opinion  is,  that  the  archives  in  the  State  Paper  Office  would 
be  best  kept  in  that  office,  and  that  the  archives  of  the  Foreign  Department  would 
be  best  kept  under  the  care  of  that  department ; with  regard  to  the  records  of 
the  Privy  Council,  that  they  are  best  kept  in  that  office ; that  the  records  relating 
to  ecclesiastical  matters  my  opinion  is,  are  best  kept  at  Lambeth  ; that  the  records 
of  the  Chapter  House  are  best  kept  there.  So  that  each  department  or  body  to 
which  ancient  muniments  belong  ought  to  take  care  of  those  muniments. 

6017.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Your  former  answer,  which  spoke  of  danger  to 
records,  referred  to  danger  from  fire? — I have  only  given  that  as  one. 

6018.  So  far  as  your  answer  referred  to  danger  to  the  records  arising  from  fire  if 
they  were  transferred  to  one  general  repository ; are  you  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  interior  of  the  Rolls  Chapel  or  of  the  Chapter  House  to  be  able  to  state  that 
they  are  not  in  their  actual  locality  exposed  to  considerable  danger  from  fire 
arising  either  within  or  without  those  depositories  ? — I am  unable  to  give  an  answer 
upon  a comparative  view  of  that  question ; I have  simply  said  generally  that  the 
accumulation  of  such  a vast  body  of  documents  in  one  place  appears  to  me  to  be 
very  dangerous  in  that  respect ; my  objection,  however,  to  combining  them  all  in 
one  place  is  not  confined  to  the  danger  from  fire,  I conceive  that  all  these  docu- 
ments respectively  belonging  to  each  department,  that  the  access  is  better  at  present, 
and  that  the  access  will  be  found  cheaper,  and  more  convenient,  according  to  the 
present  distribution  and  custody  of  these  documents,  under  the  controul  of  the 
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several  officers  or  persons  connected  with  the  several  public  departments  to  which 
those  papers  and  documents  respectively  belong. 

6019.  In  the  questions  which  have  been  put  to  you  in  reference  to  the  erection  of 
a general  depository  for  the  records,  or  to  the  erection  of  one  or  more  buildings  for 
that  purpose,  it  has  been  implied  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  passed  autho- 
rizing the  respective  keepers  of  the  existing  offices  to  transfer  the  contents  of  those 
offices,  under  the  same  legal  authority  as  that  under  which  they  are  now  deposited 
in  those  respective  repositories ; does  that  implication  relieve  you  from  any  part  of 
the  difficulty  which  you  feel  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  such  general 
repository,  or  the  erection  of  one  or  more  repositories  for  the  same  purpose  ? — If 
all  these  documents  and  archives,  and  all  the  public  records  were  collected  together 
in  one  building,  and  then  the  management  of  them  were  distributed,  it  would,  to  a 
degree,  meet  my  very  humble  opinion,  that  it  is  an  inconvenience  to  keep  them  as 
a whole,  because  if  the  distribution  of  them  to  the  heads  of  each  department  to 
whom  they  belong  was  preserved,  it  would  answer  very  much  the  principle  which 
I conceive  to  be  the  most  useful,  namely,  that  each  department  should  have  the 
controul  and  keeping  of  its  own  documents. 

6020.  The  first  question  put  to  you  upon  this  subject  had  reference  to  the 
national  records,  and  some  answers  which  you  have  given  have  included  a reference  to 
the  State  Paper  Office,  and  to  documents  of  a class  not  legally  designated  by  the 
term  records ; do  you  conceive  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  place  under  one 
depository  all  the  legal  records  of  the  country,  without  giving  any  opinion  upon  the 
expediency  of  moving  the  state  papers  from  the  State  Paper  Office,  or  the  archives 
from  the  Foreign  Office  ? — Without  very  mature  reflection  upon  that  question,  it 
would  be  difficult  for  me  to  give  a positive  answer ; my  impression  certainly  is, 
that  each  department  of  the  law  ought  to  preserve  the  records  and  documents  be- 
longing to  that  department ; I should  say,  for  instance,  that  the  records  of  the  com- 
mon law  courts  and  their  muniments  are  under  better  custody  when  annexed  to 
them,  and  so  I should  say  of  those  that  belong  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  every 
other  respective  jurisdiction. 

6021.  From  your  knowledge  of  professional  literature,  do  you  conceive  that  the 
publication  of  the  works  which  you  have  already  described  to  have  been  found 
useful  to  yourself,  and,  as  you  believe,  to  many  other  persons  in  the  same  pro- 
fession, such  works  being  specified  by  yourself  as  the  “ Nonas  Rolls,”  the  “ Valor  Ec- 
clesiasticus,”  and  the  “ Taxatio  Papas  Nicolai,”  could  be  undertaken  as  a commercial 
speculation  by  any  bookseller,  or  by  any  associated  booksellers,  with  any  prospect 
of  reimbursement;  and  if  not,  do  you  conceive  that  such  a publication  is  a fit 
application  of  the  public  money? — I do,  indeed;  whether  any  bookseller  would 
undertake  the  publication  of  them  upon  the  principle  of  adequate  profit,  and  the 
way  of  his  business,  I could  not  distinctly  answer ; I should,  however,  doubt  much, 
whether  any  bookseller  would  undertake  such  a publication.  Though  I cannot 
speak  with  confidence,  I conceive  that  the  public  expenditui'e  is  fairly  compensated 
by  the  general  utility  of  the  publications  ; and  it  is  upon  that  principle  that  in  what 
I before  stated,  I give  it  as  my  very  humble  but  decided  opinion  that  it  was  proper 
to  publish  the  compilations  alluded  to. 

6022.  You  have  given  it  as  your  opinion  that  there  should  be  a publication  of  the 
Year  Books  ? — Yes. 

6023.  In  an  uniform  and  connected  form  ? — Yes. 

6024.  Do  you  conceive  that  such  publication  was  at  all  likely  to  be  undertaken 
with  any  prospect  of  profit  by  any  private  bookseller  ? — I should  conceive  not.  I 
should  doubt  whether  any  bookseller  would  undertake  such  a publication  as  matter 
of  profit. 

6025.  Then  if  it  be  expedient  that  such  should  be  published  at  all,  you  conceive 
it  is  a fair  application  of  the  public  money  that  it  should  be  published  at  the  expense 
of  the  nation? — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion,  certainly. 

6026.  Chairman .]  Do  you  say  uniformly,  that  it  would  be  a good  application  of 
the  public  money ? — Yes;  and  in  support  of  my  idea  of  public  utility',  I have 
alluded,  by  way  of  example,  to  what  are  commonly  called  the  rolls  of  Parliament, 
and  to  the  books  published  by  the  commissioners  upon  the  valuation  of  tithes, 

6027.  Sir  Robei't  H.Inglis .]  Does  the  same  answer  apply  to  the  other  class  of 
publications  to  which  your  attention  was  called  in  the  early  part  of  your  examina- 
tion, the  old  law  books  of  Glanville,  Britton,  Bracton  and  Fleta? — Yes;  I think 
that  the  money  voted  by  Parliament  for  purposes  of  that  sort  cannot  be  better 
applied. 
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6028.  Then  if  such  a publication  were  undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  nation 
under  the  authority  of  the  record  commission,  you  would  consider  it  would  be  a 
fitting  application  of  the  public  money,  and  a just  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the 
commissioners?— Yes,  that  is  my  opinion,  certainly;  and  I have  stated  that  the 
society,  of  which  I am  a member,  have  in  fact  applied  a sum  from  their  own  funds 
upon  the  principle  of  public  utility,  conceiving  that  a bookseller  would  not  risk  it. 

6029.  And  therefore  the  benchers  of  the  Inner  Temple  have  at  their  own  expense 
proceeded  in  the  preparation  of  that  work?— Yes. 

6030.  The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn .]  Do  you  not  consider  that  incon- 
venience arises  from  the  division  of  records  and  documents  of  the  same  class  into 
different  depositories? — Yes;  I should  say  that  records  of  the  same  class  would 
certainly  be  better  kept  in  one  place  of  deposit. 

6031  Does  there  not  to  your  knowledge  exist  at  present  many  instances  of  the 
division  and  dispersion  of  records  of  the  same  class  into  different  depositories,  for 
instance,  the  Tower,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  the  Chapter  House? — There  certainly 
is  an  inconvenience  in  having  separate  places  of  deposit  for  records  of  one  distinct 
class,  and  therefore  an  entire  collection  of  the  whole  class  at  one  place  would  cer- 
tainly be  a superior  convenience. 

6032.  The  constitution  of  the  present  Record  Commission  is  this : a body  of  ho- 
norary commissioners,  in  whom  the  supreme  direction  is  placed,  amongst  whom  are 
eminent  lawyers,  and  gentlemen  eminent  for  their  historical  knowledge,  and  sub- 
commissioners, and  other  persons  paid  for  their  services,  in  whom  the  executory 
part  is  vested  ; does  this  appear  to  you  a constitution  which  is  adapted  to  attain  the 
objects  for  which  the  commission  was  established  ? — That  question,  I apprehend, 
applies  to  the  constitution  of  the  Board. 

6033.  Yes? — I think  so;  I think  the  constitution  of  the  Board  is  perfectly 
well  adapted  to  secure  its  objects.  I think  there  are  upon  the  Board  at  present 
two  prelates,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  another  prelate,  the  Bishop  of 
Llandaff. 

6034.  Would  it  be  better  to  vest  the  supreme  direction  in  persons  receiving 
salaries  ? — Decidedly  not ; if  I am  to  give  my  reasons  for  entertaining  that  opinion 
they  are  these  : if  the  commissioners  are  to  be  paid  servants,  you  must  find  out 
men  whose  qualifications  are  of  such  a description  as  fairly  to  earn  from  the  public 
the  salaries  they  are  to  receive.  Now  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  find  out  fit  and  competent  persons  whose  qualifications  are  to  be  the  subject  of 
proportionate  salaries  or  remuneration ; for  instance,  upon  any  subject  of  a legal 
nature  the  commissioners  who  hold  legal  offices,  or  are  members  of,  or  otherwise 
learned  in,  the  legal  profession,  will  give  their  opinion  or  advice  whether  this  or  that 
publication  is  a fit  one  to  be  made,  whether  it  is  likely  to  be  useful  in  a public  point 
of  view,  whether  the  public  expense  is  recompensed  by  public  utility  ; I should  say 
that  all  those  considerations  and  points  of  discussion  as  to  what  the  Board  ought  to 
do,  are  better  exercised  by  a judge  or  other  learned  member  of  the  Board  giving 
his  opinion  and  advice  than  by  any  man  who  is  to  be  paid  for  giving  that  opinion. 
I would  apply  the  same  observation  to  any  subject  of  literature,  for  instance,  a late 
learned  friend  of  our’s,  whose  name  can  never  be  mentioned  in  this  country  without 
great  respect  for  his  eminent  attainments,  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  I should  say  that 
his  advice  as  to  the  publication  of  any  work  in  history  and  general  literature,  is  a 
better  security  than  the  opinion  of  a paid  adviser.  Applying  the  same  remarks  to 
any  other  works  falling  within  the  circle  of  the  duty  committed  to  the  Board,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  exercise  of  discretion  flowing  from  persons  who  combine  high 
office  and  station  with  eminent  attainments  is  ten  times  more  likely  to  be  correct, 
and  to  carry  weight  with  the  public  than  the  opinions  of  persons  who  may  be  paid 
for  giving  their  opinions  upon  subjects  of  such  a nature  as  belong  to  the  Board. 

6035.  Would  you  conceive  it  advantageous  to  unite  the  direction  and  the  exe- 
cution of  those  publications  in  the  same  persons  ? — 1 do  not  see  how  that  is  possible ; 
the  Board  are  to  be  men  of  personal  weight  in  the  scale  of  learning  and  knowledge 
and  sound  judgment ; they  are  to  say  what  is  fit  to  be  done;  the  judge  or  lawyer 
will  state  what  he  conceives  will  be  of  public  use  in  Westminster  Hall;  the  man  of 
learning,  the  divine,  the  persons  filling  important  offices  under  Government  and  con- 
nected with  the  State,  will  give  their  advice  and  assistance  in  the  consideration  of 
subjects  which  relate  to  the  history,  constitution  and  Government  of  the  country;  but 
I apprehend  that  the  operative  and  executive  duty  of  carrying  the  directions  of  the 
Board  into  effect,  must  be  left  to  others  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 
I think  the  mixture  of  these  two  characters  implied  in  the  question  you  have  put 
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would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  and,  in  my  opinion,  subversive  of  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Board  exists. 

6036.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  benefit  must  result  from  having  persons  who 
hold  high  legal  and  political  situations  in  the  commission,  as  giving  to  it  dignity 
and  weight,  and  occasionally  lending  their  personal  assistance  in  some  of  its  opera- 
tions  ? — I undoubtedly  think  so  ; I think  that  the  individuals  who  from  their  high 
attainments  and  station  have  been  placed  at  the  Board,  have  been  selected  for  that 
situation  with  great  judgment,  and  my  objection  against  a salaried  Board  is  that 
a Board  constituted  as  this  Board  is  at  present,  is  exempt  from  all  those  imputa- 
tions, well  or  ill  founded,  which  would  be  applied  to  a Board  who  are  to  be  paid, 
and  especially  if  the  controul  and  discretion  of  the  Board  is  to  be  mixed  up  with 
the  executive  details  of  what  the  Board  may  direct  to  be  done. 

6037  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  to  be  highly  desirable  to  diffuse  among  persons 
disposed  to  engage  in  historical  enquiries  those  materials  which  can  alone  be  con- 
sidered the  basis  upon  which  they  ought  to  proceed  in  their  enquiries  ? — I certainly 
apply  that  increased  facility  of  access  to  historical  materials  in  precisely  the  same 
manner  as  I have  done  to  subjects  of  legal  enquiry. 

6038.  At  the  present  time,  when  France,  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden  and 
Belgium  are  publishing,  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  governments,  the  mate- 
rials for  the  history  of  their  ancient  laws  and  institutions,  do  you  not  think  it 
particularly  desirable  that  this  country  should  continue  its  operations  of  the  same 
kind  ? — I have  in  substance  answered  that  question  before ; my  humble  opinion  is, 
that  this  country  is  not  to  be  led  by  other  countries,  but  that  it  ought  to  exercise 
its  own  independent  judgment,  as  it  has  done  in  all  the  publications  it  has  made ; 
I should  not  be  disposed  to  be  influenced  in  my  opinion  by  what  is  done  in 
Belgium ; but  if  I am  asked  whether  this  country  is  to  be  behind  Belgium,  or  any 
of  those  states,  in  increasing  the  public  stores  of  knowledge  upon  subjects  so  essen- 
tial to  the  institutions  of  the  State,  I could  only  answer  that  question  in  one  way, 
by  stating  that  this  country  ought  not  be  behind  any  other  in  its  diffusion  of  such 
an  important  species  of  knowledge. 

6039.  Chairman .]  I understand  you  to  say,  that  you  think  the  year  books  ought 
to  be  translated  P — I stated  that  I thought  it  would  be  an  improvement. 

6040.  For  whose  benefit  do  you  think  they  ought  to  be  translated  ? — For  the 
benefit  of  all  of  us.  I can  read  old  Norman  French,  but  I can  read  the  English 
quicker,  and  if  I want  to  look  at  the  year  books,  and  run  through  a page,  which  I 
have  often  done,  I can  decipher  the  abbreviated  words  in  the  Norman  French,  and 
translate  the  barbarous  dialect  of  the  day,  with  which  I am  not  acquainted  ; but  if  it 
was  translated,  I could  read  it  and  understand  it  in  two  or  three  minutes  ; whereas, 
if  I had  to  read  it  through  in  the  original,  it  might  take  me  five  or  ten  minutes. 

6041.  Is  it  not  a lamentable  fact,  that  young  lawyers  of  the  present  day  are 
not  so  much  addicted  as  they  ought  to  be  to  the  reading  of  the  year  books,  and 
do  you  think  that  a translation  of  the  year  books  would  remove  the  other  causes 
that  prevent  their  reading  them  so  much  as  they  should? — Yes  I do;  I think 
if  they  were  translated,  they  would  be  much  more  read,  because  more  easily  read  ; 
and  the  translation  would  attract  a class  of  readers  that  do  not  read  them  at 
present. 

6042.  I understand  you  to  say,  therefore,  that  you  think  that  the  year  books 
ought  to  be  translated,  and  printed,  or  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  do  it? — -That 
it  would  be  expedient  to  do  it. 

7043.  I understand  you  also  to  say,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  reprint  the 
ancient  law  books,  such  as  Bracton,  Fleta,  Glanville  and  Britton? — Yes,  I think 
if  those  four  books  were  reprinted  and  translated  under  the  care  of  a man  of  learn- 
ing, that  the  republication  of  them  would  very  much  facilitate  and  increase  the  use 
of  them,  and  that  commentaries  upon  them  might  be  made  very  useful,  in  the 
same  manner  as  Lord  Coke’s  and  Hargreave’s  commentaries  are  useful  to  the 
study  of  Littleton. 

6044-  I think  I also  understood  you  to  say,  that  you  thought  the  Anglo  Saxon 
and  Welsh  laws  should  be  reprinted  and  published  ? — 1 did  not  give  an  answer  as  to 
the  Welsh  laws,  I spoke  only  as  to  the  Anglo  Saxon  laws;  I stated  generally  that 
I thought  a good  edition  of  them  would  be  convenient. 

6045.  You  stated  also  that  the  old  private  Acts  of  Parliament  should  be 
printed? — Yes,  I have  said  that  a selection  of  private  Acts,  down  to  a certain 
period,  would  I think  be  useful. 
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Sir  C.  Wetherell.  6046.  Are  you  aware  that  a select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Comm 

— in  the  year  1800,  recommended  the  publication  of  those  works  ?—- Yes.  °ns> 

22  June  1836.  6047.  In  what  manner  have  those  works  been  executed,  has  the  printing  f 

them  that  has  taken  place  in  consequence  been  well  executed? — I could  bett°- 
answer  that  question  if  I had  the  honour  of  a seat  in  the  House,  which  ^ 
have  not  at  the  present  moment ; I do  not  know  what  progress  has  taken  nla 
under  those  orders.  piace 

6048.  Do  you  know  whether  anything  has  been  done  under  it  ? I do  nnt- 

know.  not 

6049.  Tiien. jt  appears  here  are  four  classes  of  works  it  would  be  exceedingly 

desirable  to  print,  which  it  was  recommended  by  a Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  print,  and  as  far  as  you  know  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  wav  of 
printing  them  ? — I am  not  aware  of  anything  having  been  done  under  the  order  of 
the  House.  01 

6050.  You  state  also  that  you  think  at  present  it  is  a defect  in  the  Record 
Offices,  that  persons  wishing  to  get  a knowledge  of  the  information  contained  in 
them,  are  in  want  of  catalogues  and  indexes  ? — The  answer  I have  stated  to  that 
question  in  substance  is,  that  if  a printed  calendar,  in  the  nature  of  a catalogue 
gave  an  account  of  what  there  was  contained  in  any  office,  that  it  would  enable  a 
person  by  looking  at  the  calendar  to  see  whether  the  office  contained  any  document 
which  might  induce  him  to  go  to  the  expense  of  getting  a copy  of  it. 

6051.  Am  I to  understand  from  the  hypothetical  “ if”  you  putin,  that  such 

works  exist  at  the  present  moment  or  that  they  are  wanted  ? — I cannot  say  what 
exists  or  not  at  different  offices ; when  speaking  of  the  office  I have  alluded  to,  that 
of  the  Register’s  Office  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  there  is  a calendar,  a book  giving 
the  title  of  every  decree  or  order,  the  title  of  the  cause  and  the  date,  so  that  you 
may  easily  find  what  you  want.  3 

6052.  Applying  generally  to  the  Record  Offices,  you  say  it  would  be  desirable 
there  should  be  such  catalogues  and  indexes? — To  those  offices  where  there  are 
none.  I have  never  gone  to  the  State  Paper  Office. 

6053.  That  is  an  office  to  which  our  inquiry  does  not  extend ; would  not  such 
catalogues  and  indexes  be  extremely  desirable  at  the  other  offices  ? — I think  that 
they  would. 

6054.  Do  you  know  whether  they  exist?— No,  I do  not;  I have  before  stated 
I am  not  aware  what  offices  have  manuscript  catalogues  of  the  archives  or  records 
they  possess. 

6055.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  to  the  Committee  upon  the 
subjects  to  which  you  have  been  examined? — Yes ; I wish  to  follow  up  my  idea  of 
the  publication  of  these  ancient  treatises,  Braclon,  Britton,  Fleta,  Glanville.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  are  many  standard  works  on  the  civil  law  accompanied  with 
commentaries  as  valuable  as  the  text.  I recollect  Lord  Eldon’s  opinion  of  the 
value  of  works  of  this  sort  when  speaking  of  Mr.  Hargrave’s  notes ; he  said  they 
embraced  so  great  scope  of  modern  learning  that  they  would  travel  down  with 
Littleton  and  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  earn  an  authority  little  short  of  theirs.  This 
valuable  accession,  contributed  by  Mr.  Hargrave,  was  made  from  Lord  Hale’s 
manuscripts  and  other  sources  of  illustration  since  the  time  of  my  Lord  Coke.  So 
that  his  notes  form  a commentary  continuing  that  of  Lord  Coke  down  to  a modem 
penod.  I could  wish  to  see  these  ancient  treatises  illustrated  with  the  same  degree 
01  leai  rung.  There  is  one  observation  which  I take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the 
Committee ; in  my  humble  opinion  it  has  been  for  some  time  past  and  is  becoming 
every  day  more  necessary  to  have  printed  a separate  collection  of  the  repealed 
Statutes;  in  some  of  the  editions  of  the  Statutes  the  repealed  Statutes  are  left  out. 
Since  the  Act,  consolidating  the  criminal  law,  this  necessity  has  been  still  further 
increased.  A separate  edition  of  the  repealed  Acts  of  -Parliament  I conceive 
is  much  wanted. 

subject?  ^Ye^em'6^  ^°U  are  aware  l^ere  *s  a commission  sitting  upon  that 

f)°57-  -And  that  a committee  was  appointed  this  session  to  inquire  into  the 
matter? — Yes.  • ^ 

Mr.  Stephen  Sweet,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

Mr.  S.  Sued.  6058.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  YOU  are,  I believe,  an  eminent  law  bookseller  and 
stationer  ? — Rather  an  extensive  one. 

6059.  You 
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6059.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  old  editions  of  the  Year  Books?— Yes;  the  Mr.  S.  Sweet. 

two  editions.  

6060.  You  are  also  acquainted  with  such  editions  as  exist  of  the  early  law  22  June  1836. 
writers,  Bracton,  Fleta,  Glanville  and  Britton  ? — Yes. 

6061.  Would  there  be  any  chance  of  your  being  remunerated  by  the  sale,  if  you 
were  to  undertake  to  publish  those  law  books  with  corrections  of  the  text  by  an 
editor  who  should  collate  it  with  the  best  manuscripts? — Some  years  ago  I contem- 
plated the  reprinting  of  one  or  two  of  those  books,  but  found  upon  inquiry  there 
was  great  difficulty  in  getting  a competent  person  to  edit  these  works ; and  upon 
calculation,  there  did  not  seem  a very  great  probability  of  any  remuneration  if  I 
published  them,  and  therefore,  after  considering  it  for  some  few  years,  perhaps  two 
or  three,  or  four  years,  and  seeing  the  difficulties  that  arose  with  regard  to  compe- 
tent editors,  and  the  improbability  of  any  remuneration,  I dropped  all  notion  of  it ; 
and  at  present  I think  it  would  be  a wild  speculation  in  any  bookseller,  or  set  of 
booksellers,  to  attempt  the  publication  of  those  works.  Perhaps  I should 
strengthen  this  opinion  by  stating,  that  the  late  Mr.  Butterworth,  about  the  years 
1808  or  1809,  opened  a book  to  receive  the  names  of  subscribers  to  a new  edition 
of  Bracton,  and  after  keeping  it  open  more  than  two  years,  finding  but  few  names 
entered,  closed  the  book  and  abandoned  the  publication  of  Bracton,  although  the 
editor  had  made  considerable  progress  in  preparing  it  for  the  press. 

6062.  Your  answer  is  the  same,  assuming  that  you  have  found  an  editor  competent 
for  the  purpose  ? — I do  not  know ; a high  legal  name  will  have  great  weight  in 
any  of  these  publications. 

6063.  Practically  you  have  not  found  any  such  high  legal  name  ? — No.  Those 
names  are  generally  too  much  engrossed  with  business  to  pay  attention  to  editorial 
functions.  Though  I have  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  there  are  many  gentle- 
men of  high  legal  attainments  and  of  considerable  practice,  who  would  give  their 
assistance  in  improving  those  works  as  national  publications,  but  who  would  not 
condescend  to  labour  for  booksellers. 

6064.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a safe  speculation  to  publish  an  uniform  edition 
of  the  Year  Books,  with  the  advantage  of  a collation  with  the  manuscript  copies, 
and  the  important  additions  which  it  is  presumed  those  manuscript  copies  will  supply 
to  the  existing  editions  ? — More  than  twelve  years  ago  I consulted  some  professional 
gentlemen  upon  the  subject  of  publishing  the  Y ear  Books,  together  with  many 
other  of  the  old  and  scarce  reporters,  and  then  made  my  calculations  about  the 
capital  that  it  was  necessary  to  start  upon ; and  I found  at  least  it  would  require 
from  20,000/.  to  30,000/.  I took  some  pains  to  get  subscribers  for  the  purpose  of 
publishing  the  Year  Books  and  those  other  old  Reports ; but  after  bestowing  consider- 
able labour  on  it,  I found  there  was  not  the  slightest  probability  1 should 
ever  receive  more  than  half  the  expenses  that  must  be  incurred  in  reprinting  those 
works  with  the  necessary  annotations  and  references. 

6065.  Does  that  answer  apply  to  the  republication  of  existing  editions?— The 
republication  of  existing  editions  with  notes. 

6066.  Without  the  advantage  of  collation  with  the  existing  editions,  would  you 
venture  on  publishing  any  Year  Book  which  might  exist  in  manuscript,  but  of  which 
there  is  no  printed  edition  ? — No ; I should  not  venture  upon  the  publication  of  any 
such  works  as  a speculation,  because  it  would  be  necessary  to  publish  them 
uniformly  with  the  Year  Books  already  published,  which  being  the  most  expensive 
as  well  as  the  most  inconvenient  size,  that  would  deter  me  if  no  other  consideration 
would. 

6067.  Were  you  present  in  this  room  when  Sir  Charles  Wetherell  referred  to 
the  preparations  now  made  or  making  by  the  Bench  of  the  Inner  Temple  for  the 
publication  of  a new  Year  Book? — Yes,  I was;  and  I heard  that  learned  gentle- 
man’s observations ; but  I should  say,  I do  not  think  there  is  any  bookseller  or  any 
set  of  law-booksellers  that  would  undertake,  at  their  own  expense,  the  publication 
of  the  work  that  Sir  Charles  spoke  of,  not  even  if  the  society  were  to  make  them 
a present  of  the  manuscript. 

6068.  Are  you  aware  of  these  works,  the  “ Valor  Ecclesiasticus,”  the  “ Taxatio 
Rap®  Nicolai,”  and  the  “ Nonas  Rolls,”  with  respect  to  which  Sir  Charles  Wetherell 
has  in  your  presence  answered  certain  questions  ? — I heard  the  questions  put  to 

n Charles,  and  his  answers.  I believe  one  question  was  whether  it  was  probable 
any  bookseller  or  set  of  booksellers  would  have  undertaken  the  publication  of  those 
V0jrsJ  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  they  would  not. 

0069.  You  would  not  yourself  have  undertaken  them  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

°’33-  3 z 4 6070.  You 
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Mr.  S.  Su-eet.  6070.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  associated  booksellers  who  would  have  under- 

taken  them  ? — I am  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  law  booksellers,  and  I am  satisfied 

22  June  1836.  that  none  0f  them  would  have  undertaken  them,  collectively  or  individually.  But  it 
would  enhance  the  value  of  these  publications  if  an  Act  were  passed  to  make  them 
evidence  in  the  courts  of  justice,  we  should  then  find  them  much  more  frequently 
upon  legal  shelves. 

6071.  These  answers  which  you  have  already  given  in  respect  to  the  high  impro- 
bability of  any  bookseller  undertaking  the  publication  as  matter  of  commercial 
speculation,  assume  that  such  improbability  would  exist  even  if  the  keepers  of  the 
record  depositories  should  allow  the  transcribers  and  editors  of  these  works  to  have 
free  access  to  the  records  without  any  fees? — I apprehend  so;  I think  no  book- 
seller would  have  undertaken  the  publication  of  these  works,  even  supposing  free 
access  had  been  given  to  the  records. 

6072.  Then  if  in  your  judgment  these  works  are  fit  to  be  printed  at  all,  they  are 
necessarily  to  be  printed  only  at  the  public  expense,  and  those  who  derive  benefit 
from  them  cannot  expect  that  they  should  be  undertaken  by  a bookseller  or  asso- 
ciated booksellers  ? — They  will  not  be  undertaken  at  the  expense  of  individual  book- 
sellers or  associated  booksellers ; but  I am  satisfied  if  these  works  were  translated  and 
edited  and  thought  necessary  to  be  published,  the  most  economical  method  of  bringing 
them  before  the  public  would  be  to  submit  them  to  publishers  by  tender.  What  I 
mean  by  tender  is,  that  wheu  the  learned  commissioners  have  a work  ready  for  the 
prpss,  they  cause  notice  to  be  given  to  the  publishers  that  the  manuscript,  together 
with  a statement  of  the  size  type,  page  and  paper  on  which  the  same  is  to  be 
printed,  and  the  number  of  copies  to  be  delivered  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s 
Government,  lies  at  their  office  for  inspection,  requesting  such  publishers  as  may 
be  willing  to  send  in  the  terms  (sealed)  on  which  he  or  they  will  undertake  the 
same,  with  liberty  to  print  for  sale  whatever  number  he  or  they  may  deem  advise- 
able  ; but  binding  themselves  under  a penalty,  to  keep  the  work  constantly  on  sale 
for  a certain  number  of  years. 

6073.  Chairman .]  Has  any  attempt  of  that  kind  been  made  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission?— Never  that  I have  heard  of;  it  has  only  suggested  itself  to  me  in  this 
room. 

6074.  Mr.  Jervis.']  You  have  not  only  been  a publisher  very  extensively,  but 
have  been  engaged  extensively  in  the  purchase  of  copyrights? — Yes. 

6075.  Are  you  also  aware  of  the  mode  in  which  the  works  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission have  been  printed  ; have  they  been  printed  at  a considerable  expense  ? — 
The  general  style  is  expensive.  The  commissioners  seem  to  have  considered 
splendour  more  than  utility. 

6076.  Look  at  this  book  [handing  the  Rotuli  Selecti  to  the  Witness],  look  at  the 
corrigenda  to  it,  and  turn  over  the  number  of  pages,  considering  the  size  of  the 
work,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  preparation  of  a work  that  requires  such  a table 
of  corrigenda  as  that  ? should  you  say  that  it  was  creditably  done  ? — I should  cer- 
tainly censure  both  the  editor  and  the  printer. 

6077.  And  the  superintendent  as  well  ? — I would. 

6078.  Now  in  addition  to  that,  turn  to  the  page  that  is  turned  down,  and  you 
will  find  thirteen  manuscript  corrections? — Yes. 

6079.  If  in  addition  to  the  printed  corrigenda  you  had  found  those  additional 
errors,  what  should  you  say,  in  a work  of  tbat  size  ? — I must  say  that  my  repre- 
hensions would  have  been  very  strong  both  of  the  printer  and  editor. 

6080.  I believe  that  is  completed  and  worked  off;  it  is  a work  that  has  been 
published  ? — It  would  appear  so. 

6081.  If  a proof  had  been  sent  to  you  in  that  state,  should  you  not  corisider  it 
a foul  proof? — As  I am  a practical  printer  as  well  as  a publisher,  I should  consider 
it  a disgrace  to  the  compositor  who  had  submitted  such  a thing  to  the  reader. 

6082.  Even  as  a proof? — Yes  ; even  what  we  call  a foul  proof. 

6083.  Then  taking  that  as  a specimen  of  the  Record  Commission  printing,  do 
you  think  it  advisable  to  print  the  Year  Books  and  old  law  books  under  that  con- 
troul,  or  to  make  their  publications  evidences  by  Acts  of  Parliament  ? — But  we  must, 
I think,  first  ascertain  what  would  have  been  an  office  copy  of  this ; supposing  an 
office  copy  had  been  made,  would  it  have  been  more  correct  than  this  ? 

6084.  That  is,  with  respect  to  its  being  evidence? — Yes. 

6085.  But  those  printing  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Record  Commission 
had  not  only  the  office  copy  to  print  from,  but  the  original  to  correct  from  after- 
wards. Under  those  circumstances,  do  you  think  that  that  body  are  fit  to  be 

entrusted 
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entrusted  with  such  a work?— It  is  upon  that  ground  I would  reprehend  the  editor 
or  printer ; but  before  I would  censure  the  editor  so  severely,  I would  ascertain  how 
correct  an  office  copy  would  be  of  this  work. 

6086.  Chairman .]  Why  should  you  estimate  the  necessity  for  the  corrections  on 
the  part  of  the  commission  which  prints  and  publishes  their  works  by  the  correct- 
ness of  an  office  copy?  Would  it  not  be  the  business  of  the  commission  to  take 
care,  before  it  printed  the  work,  that  a greater  degree  of  vigilance  had  been  exercised 
by  those  in  its  employ  over  the  person  who  made  the  office  copy?— Yes,  I should 
expect  so ; but  I only  applied  that  to  the  objection  about  makinv  it  evidence 
because,  supposing  the  office  copies  not  more  correct  generally  than  this  (and  I 
apprehend  they  are  not),  that  would  be  no  good  ground  for  rejecting  these  publica- 
tions  as  evidence. 

6087.  Mr.  Jervis.]  Look  at  this  page,  you  will  see  the  word  “ ten”  is  printed 
“ nine” — “ nono’  for  “ decimo is  not  that  a gross  blunder  ?— Certainly. 

6088.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Are  you  aware  of  any  publications  under  the  Record 
Commission,  in  respect  to  which  any  such  errors  have  been,  or  you  think  could  be, 
pointed  out,  as  that  to  which  your  attention  is  now  called  ? — I am  not. 

6089.  Mr.  Jervis .]  You  printed  Mr.  Cooper’s  work  upon  records No,  I did 
not. 

6090.  Had  you  any  connexion  with  the  printing  of  it  ? — No. 

6091.  You  have  sold  it? — Yes. 

6092.  Was  it  sold  as  a work  under  the  superintendence  of  the  commission,  or 
Mr.  Cooper’s  own  work,  or  was  it  understood  so  in  the  profession  ?— I had  it 
through  Baldwin  s house ; but  I am  not  aware  under  what  circumstances  it  was 
published,  whether  it  appeared  as  a work  of  the  commission,  or  as  an  individual 
work  of  Mr.  Cooper.  I am  ignorant  of  that  at  the  present  moment;  if  I was  ever 
aware  of  the  circumstances  I have  forgotten  them. 


Veneris,  240  die  Junii,  1 836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 
Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  Hawes. 

Dr.  Bowring. 


Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn. 
Mr.  Charles  Villiers. 


Me.  CHARLES  BULLER,  m the  Chair. 


Thomas  Buffus  Hardy,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

ins6tS3mwf,!rffif HAJE  anJ  information  to  give  to  the  Committee  respect- 
dared  Kvh  ' - tT  Publ,cat,ons>  a"d  the  effects  upon  their  circulation  pro- 
s”onerS'n,  hi T^/T  haVC  ! SPeC,al  insta"ce-  1 aa‘led  yesterday  at  thecommis- 
Rolls  fnfl  ° b“y  ™edoz,en  c0Ples  of  my  General  Introduction  to  the  Patent 
haviton  J ZJ ?U?°ie  °f  distributing  them  amongst  my  friends  (the  commission 
it  about  J P«h-  I d u ' onecoPy).  expecting  to  find  the  price  affixed  upon 
demanded  for  R tlTi  8 **  butto  “/great  surprise  I found  that  the  sum 

eopy;  and  this  ,L  Th  8 \ Preve"ted  me  from  purchasing  more- than  one 

persheet  instVsH  'he  ,™rtTfor  tbe  composition  of  which  I asked  only  five  guineas 
ately  afterward,  ^ "ever  recelVed  one  farthi"&  bat  was  a‘m°st  immedi- 

Cms  T .1  P?"ded,  fr0m  my  employment  under  the  commission. 

-It  ist  and  0°nlv  Ct’T  57“  at  the  Commencement  of  the  folio  volume? 

duction  must  ' 1°*‘  ,s  “Red  for  the  entire  volume;  consequently  the  intro- 

6oos  wi  , 'Ued  at  1 8s‘>  and  the  text  and  indices  only  at  12*. 

bulk?—  rnmwsyyy0'1'0"  does,tbe  introduction  bear  to  the  text  and  indices,  in 
duction  only  76  page/  Sma 5 the  teXt  and  lndices  occupying  271  pages,  the  intro- 

«n6thfcnmin„°i!he  fA1'i-0  v?lum?  di.strita‘ed  to  the  public  libraries  in  England,  and 
0.  0 ^ . ’ and  111  -America  r — Not  that  I am  aware  of ; indeed  I know  that 

4 a there 


Mr.  S.  Sweet. 


22  June  1836. 


D.  Hardy,  Esq. 
24  June  1836. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


T.  D.  Hardy,  Esq. 
24  June  1836. 


W.  F.  Boteler,  Esq. 


554 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


there  are  several  public  libraries  in  England  that  have  not  had  them,  but  which  had 
the  publications  of  the  old  commission.  . 

6007.  Did  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock  inform  you  that  the  price  of  1 8s.  had 
been  fixed  by  the  board  without  communicating  with  them,  or  by  the  board  after 
communicating  with  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock  ?— When  they  asked  me  18*.  for 
the  volume  I was  astonished,  and  remonstrated  with  them  on  account  of  the  high 
price  they  had  set  upon  the  work,  which  I considered  almost  a prohibition  of  the 
public  from  buying  it ; they  told  me  that  185.  was  the  price  the  commissioners  had 

fixed  upon.  . . _ , 

6oq8.  Did  you  ask  them  whether  they  had  advised  the  commissioners  to  fix  that 
prjce?_  I should  never  have  thought  of  putting  such  a question  to  a bookseller. 

6099.  Did  they  inform  you  that  there  were  only  250  copies  printed  ? No  ; I 
merely  went  to  buy  a dozen  copies  of  my  own  work,  and  was  prevented  from  so 
doin'?  on  account  of  the  high  price  set  upon  it ; and  when  it  is  remembeied  that  I 
reprinted  at  my  own  cost  the  Description  of  the  Close  Rolls,  and  circulated  it 
gratuitously,  the  price  set  upon  the  Description  of  the  Patent  Rolls  is  the  more 
extraordinary. 


William  Fuller  Boteler , Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6100.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  a King’s  Counsel,  and  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Can- 

tCr6 1 01 . Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  the  Committee  whether,  in  the 
course  of  your  extensive  practice,  particularly  in  tithe  causes,  you  have  known  that 
the  publication  by  the  Record  Commissioners  of  the  Taxation  of.  1 ope  Nicholas, 
the  Non®  Rolls,  and  the  Valor  of  Henry  the  8th,  has  been  of  service  to  the  parties 
engaged  in  them  ?— Those  three  publications  have  certainly  been  of  great  service  to 
the  parties  engaged  in  tithe  causes.  . , 

6102.  Has  it  saved  them  from  expense  which  they  must  otherwise  have  incurred? 

Of  late  years  from  a great  deal  of  expense.  I think,  for  some  time  after  the 

works  were  published,  it  was  not  so  generally  known  that  they  were  accessible  to  the 
public,  but  since  that  has  been  known  it  has  saved  a great  deal  of  expense.  Parties 
have  referred  to  the  printed  copies,  instead  of  being  at  the  expense  of  employing 
persons  to  search  for  the  originals,  and  to  obtain  copies  of  then?. 

6103.  Do  you  think  that  the  publication  of  these  records,  independently  of  any 
historical  interest  which  may  belong  to  them,  was  an  expedient  measure  ?— I should 


say  it  was.  , 

6104.  And  if  not  undertaken  by  private  persons,  that  it  was  proper  to  do  it  at 
the  public  expense  ? — Private  persons  I should  think  could  not  have  done  it ; the 
expense  would  have  been  too  great ; therefore  it  could  only  be  done  at  the  public 
expense,  and  I should  think  it  was  proper  to  be  done  at  the  public  expense. 

6105.  In  your  practice  have  you  frequently  met  with  occasions  for  retelling  to 
these  records  ?— Very  frequently ; this  very  week  there  has  been  a case  before  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  in  which  one  of  those  records,  the  Ecclesiastical  Survey,  has 
undergone  a very  minute  examination,  and  been  commented  upon  by  the  counse 
on  all  sides  very  much ; and  that  happens  repeatedly. 

6106.  Was  that  one  of  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission  r—inat 

is  the  third  of  the  works  of  which  I have  before  spoken.  . , ? 

6107.  Does  not  that  apply  just  as  much  to  works  which  have  not  been  printed . 
—There  is  the  Parliamentary  Survey  in  Cromwell’s  time,  which  is  kept  at  Lam- 
beth, and  not  printed  ; we  get  copies  of  that  from  Lambeth  library. 

6108.  Generally,  in  tithe  causes,  is  there  not  frequent  necessity  for  referring  to 

many  out  of  the  great  mass  of  records,  as  well  those  which  are  not  printed  as  ose 
which  are  printed?— The  three  which  have  been  mentioned  are  very  generally 
referred  to.  The  Parliamentary  Survey  is  very  generally  referred  to.  Ihen  tnere 
are  records  that  are  scattered  about  in  the  various  dioceses  throughout  the  king  0 , 
that  are  repeatedly  referred  to.  ...  . . > 

6109.  Are  there  not  other  records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  ? The  Mims 
Accounts  preserved  there  are  referred  to  very  much  in  tithe  causes. 

6110.  Are  not  some  of  the  records  in  other  offices  frequently  referred  to  ? 
Ministers’  Accounts  and  the  Parliamentary  Survey  are  frequently  referred  to.  er 
riers  preserved  in  the  registries  of  the  different  dioceses  are  repeatedly  referred  0. 

6111.  Do  not  you  refer  to  the  registers  of  the  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  aw , 

for  instance,  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  and  Court  of  Chancery? — To  the  Grants  at 
Rolls  Chapel  very  frequently.  gJ13  p0 
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6112.  Do  you  find,  with  reference  to  those,  that  sufficient  information  is  given 
by  indexes  and  catalogues  to  save  you  all  the  trouble  that  could  be  saved  by  the 
publication  of  them,  in  making  a search  ? — There  is  no  index  of  the  Parliamentary 
Survey,  that  I am  aware  of,  published  ; there  is  none  that  I am  aware  of  published 
of  the  Grants  in  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

6113.  Is  not  -great  waste  of  time  and  expense  caused  by  the  absence  of  such 
indices  ? — At  the  Rolls  Chapel,  if  you  have  certain  particulars  of  what  you  want 
to  find,  the  officer  then  will  find  it  without  difficulty. 

6114.  But  not  without  expense  ? — If  you  have  the  particulars  to  which  I have 
alluded,  then  the  expense  of  finding  what  you  want  is  very  trifling-. 

611 5.  Suppose  you  know  the  property,  and  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  grantor 
or  grantee  ? — Under  certain  circumstances  there  must  be  what  is  called  a general 
search,  and  then  the  charge  is  considerable. 

6116.  You  spoke  of  the  Parliamentary  Survey  at  Lambeth ; that  is  a document 
to  which  you  have  occasion  frequently  to  refer  ? — As  frequently  as  to  those  which 
have  been  printed. 

6117.  Would  it  not  be  a matter  of  great  convenience  to  the  public,  if.  that  were 
printed  ? — It  would  be  a great  convenience  to  the  public.  I have  seen  certain 
volumes  of  it,  but  not  the  whole  of  the  record  ; but  it  would  be  a great  convenience 
if  we  could  refer  to  that  in  the  same  manner  as  we  can  to  those  which  have  been 
published.  This  record,  however,  runs  through  many  volumes  ; and  it  might  not 
be  considered  proper  to  publish  the  whole  of  it  at  length.  It  might  be  considered 
enough  to  publish  an  abstract  only  of  much  of  what  these  volumes  contain.  I may 
mention  as  a reason  (amongst  others)  for  printing  some  of  the  records  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  that  there  are  single  copies  only  of  the  originals,  the  destruction  of 
which,  by  fire  or  other  accident,  would  be  attended  with  less  mischief,  now  we 
have  copies  of  them  which  may  be  relied  upon  as  correct. 

6118.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Supposing  you  were  to  apply  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  with  a 
name  or  a date,  and  there  were  any  collateral  records  of  importance,  are  there  any 
indices  there  which  would  open  the  way  to  finding  those  ? — I am  not  able  to  answer 
that  question.  I do  not  know  the  mode  in  which  the  officers  at  the  Rolls  find  the 
records  preserved  there,  but  whenever  I have  asked  for  one  it  has  been  brought  to 
me  almost  immediately. 

6119.  Chairman .]  In  the  pursuit  of  one  record,  are  there  any  indices  which 
might  accidentally  throw  in  your  way  any  other  records  throwing  light  upon  the 
subject? — I do  not  know  what  their  indices  are;  I only  know  that  when  I have 
gone  to  ask  for  a record,  with  the  requisite  information  for  the  officers,  they  have 
produced  the  roll  containing  it  at  once,  and  we  have  found  what  we  wanted.  As 
far  as  regards  the  facility  of  finding  what  was  wanted.  Iam  not  aware  but  that  Pope 
Nicholas’s  Taxation,  and  the  Non®  Rolls,  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Survey,  were  in  that 
state  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  finding  what  was  wanted  before  the  publication 
of  them  ; but  now  we  have  these  records  in  print  with  complete  indices  to  them, 
any  lawyer  can  turn  to  what  he  wants  in  them  with  the  greatest  ease.  The 
indices  are  very  perfect  to  those  works ; all  the  places  and  the  names  of  persons 
mentioned  in  the  records  are  given  alphabetically,  with  other  aids  for  finding  what 
is  wanted. 

6120.  Do  not  you  think  generally  that  the  Record  Commission  would  have  done 
very  great  service  to  legal  inquirers,  if  it  had  supplied  good  indices  to  all  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  record  offices  ? — There  is  an  instance  of  that  as  regards  the 
Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  of  which  there  are  very  full  indices  published.  I have 
referred  to  these  myself  rather  as  a matter  of  curiosity  and  of  general  historical 
information,  than  as  having  a bearing  upon  tithe  questions.  These  Inquisitions 
however,  are  often  produced  in  tithe  causes.  They  are  very  valuable  for  the  assist- 
ance they  afford  in  tracing  the  descent  of  families  in  ancient  times,  or  the  history 
of  estates. 

6121.  Dr.  Bowring. ] Reasoning  from  the  value  of  the  published  indices,  do  you 
think  the  publication  of  other  indices  of  a similar  character  would  be  useful  ? — There 
are  one  or  two  which  have  been  published,  that  I might  not  think  so  useful.  I meant 
to  specify  the  indices  to  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  as  well  worth  publishing. 
I think  that  those  indices  are  valuable  books  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  public. 

0122.  The  Right  Hon.  C. /'F.  Williams  Wynn.']  Are  you  aw’are  whether  the 
commission  has  recently  prepared  an  abstract  of  the  Parliamentary  Survey  at  Lam- 
beth ? I was  not  aware  of  that.  At  present  if  we  want  anything  from  the  Parlia- 
mentary Survey,  I know  nothing  to  do  but  to  send  to  Lambeth  for  it. 

®-33-  4 a 2 
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William  Leake,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

w.  Leake,  Esq.  6123.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  YOU  have  had  extensive  prac- 

— tice  in  the  different  courts  of  justice? — I was  admitted  a solicitor  in  the  year  1792, 

24  June  1836.  and  continued  a solicitor  till  the  year  1832,  when  I retired  from  the  profession ; and’ 
during  that  time  I had  very  extensive  practice. 

6124.  You  were  for  some  years  in  Parliament? — I was  in  the  three  last  Parlia- 
ments till  1830  ; from  the  year  1813  to  the  year  1830. 

6125.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  arrangement  of  the  bills,  answers,  decrees  and 
other  records  in  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  in  Chancery  ? — Only  by  the  facility  with 
which  I always  obtained  any  information  that  I required. 

6126.  And  in  the  Register’s  Office  ? — I have  the  same  answer  to  give.  How  it 
was  conducted  I do  not  know,  but  I never  failed  in  obtaining  any  information  that 
I required. 

6127.  And  in  the  Examiner’s  and  the  Report  Office? — Precisely  the  same. 

6128.  Do  not  those  offices  contain  the  most  important  of  the  records  belonging 
to  the  suitors  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  ? — There  can  be  no  question  of  it. 

6129.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangement  convenient,  and  the  access  to  them  easy  ? 
— In  all  respects. 

6130.  Did  you  ever  find  any  difficulty  in  making  surveys,  and  in  obtaining  copies 
of  any  documents  in  those  offices? — None  whatever. 

6131.  Have  the  fees  appeared  to  you  to  be  unreasonable  ? — By  no  means. 

6132.  Do  not  you  think  the  records  in  the  Chancery  offices  are  the  most  im- 
portant, as  to  matters  which  are  the  subject  of  litigation,  of  any  in  the  kingdom  ? — 
As  far  as  relates  to  property,  certainly  I should  think  so. 

6133.  Do  not  they  relate  to  forty  millions  of  stock  standing  in  different  names? 
— I do  not  know  the  precise  sum,  but  it  is  a very  large  sum ; but  I believe  it  is  a 
matter  notoriously  known. 

6134.  And  to  real  estate  and  to  other  personal  estate  in  every  part  of  the  world  ? 
— No  doubt. 

6135.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  offices  analogous  to  those  just  mentioned,  on 
the  equity  side  of  the  Exchequer  ? — Not  so  much  as  I am  with  the  offices  relating  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery ; but  I have  had  some  experience  in  those,  and  the  same 
answers  which  I have  given  to  the  questions  affecting  the  Court  of  Chancery  apply 
equally  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  I never  found  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  any 
information  I required. 

6136.  Or  in  obtaining  copies,  or  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  fees? — None  what- 
ever. 

6137.  Does  your  information  also  relate  to  the  offices  of  the  Courts  of  King’s 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  where  declarations,  pleas  and  judgments  are  kept? — 

I did  not  practice  in  the  common  law  courts  the  last  20  years  in  my  profession,  but 
I knew  from  my  agent  that  they  were  similar  in  that  respect,  and  no  difficulty 
occurred  in  those  courts. 

6138.  Chairman.]  To  what  offices  do  you  extend  that  evidence  ? — To  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench  and  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  Exchequer. 

6139.  T<3  all  the  records  of  those  courts? — Yes. 

6140.  To  all  the  records  of  the  common  law  courts,  back  to  any  period? — 
I cannot  go  back  to  any  period  ; but  whenever  I had  occasion  to  refer  to  them, 
I found  no  difficulty,  through  my  agents. 

6141.  Had  you  ever  occasion  to  refer  to  the  records  of  those  courts  for  a period 
50  or  60  years  back? — I should  think  to  that  extent,  but  probably  not  much 
more. 

6142.  And  you  suppose  that  in  all  those  cases  there  was  equal  facility? — 
I think  I never  met  with  any  difficulty  whatever;  great  facility  was  afforded  by  the 
attention  of  the  officer  of  the  court. 

6143.  That  is  as  far  as  you  know  ? — Yes. 

6144.  That  is,  that  you  did  not  hear  anything  to  the  contrary  from  your  agents? 
—No. 

6145.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  there  any  occasion  on  which  you  have  had  to  consult 
those  records  further  back  than  50  or  60  years? — I do  not  recollect  any  occasion. 

6146.  The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Not  in  the  Court  of  Chancery? 
— Yes,  certainly. 

6147.  Chairman.]  In  Chancery,  when  you  search  for  more  ancient  records 

than 
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•than  those  which  are  in  those  offices,  where  they  are  under  the  custody  of  the 
officers  of  the  court,  in  what  offices  do  you  look  for  them  ? — In  the  particular 
offices  where  I thought  it  most  likely  to  find  them. 

6148.  Did  you  ever  search  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? — No. 

6149-  Dr.  Boxpring.]  Does  your  evidence  apply  solely  to  the  records  in  the 
keeping  of  the  different  courts  ? — Entirely. 

6150.  Chairman .]  In  the  more  immediate  keeping  of  the  different  courts? — 
In  the  more  immediate  keeping  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  and  the  common  law  courts. 

Edgar  Taylor,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

- 6 1 5 1 • The  Right  hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.~\  YOU  are  a member  of  the 

.Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  have  been  on  the  council  of  that  society  ? — Yes. 

6152.  Are  you  occasionally  engaged  in  historical  researches? — Yes  ; I am  both 
professionally  concerned  with  records,  and  literarily  with  reference  to  topography 
and  genealogy.  ' J 

6153*  the  course  of  those  researches,  have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  make 
use  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission? — Yes,  I have  continual  recur- 
rence to  them ; they  are  the  tools  that  I work  with. 

6154*  Have  you  derived  much  assistance  from  them  ? — Certainly. 

6155.  Could  you  have  pursued  your  inquiries,  with  an  equally  satisfactory  result, 
vyithout  them  ? Situated  as  I am,  engaged  actively  in  my  profession,  I do  not  con- 
sider that  I could  have  entered  upon  those  subjects  at  all  without  them ; because,  in 
their  absence,  I must  have  referred  to  the  offices  themselves,  which  I could  have 
had  no  time  or  opportunity  to  do  ; therefore,  with  me,  the  existence  of  books  of 
that  sort  almost  involves  the  question  of  pursuit  or  non-pursuit,  of  such  subjects. 

6156.  Not  even  if  you  had  been  admitted  to  the  offices  in  which  the  records  are 
deposited  ? — I mean  to  say  that  I have  not  the  time  or  the  opportunity  to  do  it ; 
I am  actively  engaged  in  my  profession,  and  it  is  seldom  that  I can  spare  time  even 
to  go  to  the  British  Museum. 

6157.  Do  you  think  that  other  persons  engaged  in  historical  researches  must 
experience  the  same  or  similar  advantages  from  those  publications? — I have  no 
doubt  of  the  fact,  as  to  persons  under  two  classes  of  circumstances : those  who, 
like  myself,  are  actively  engaged  in  London  in  other  pursuits,  and  persons  resident 
m the  country.  Of  course  persons  resident  in  the  country  could  not  have  recourse 
to  the  original  documents. 

6158.  Are  there  not  some  branches  of  historical  inquiry  in  which  these  publica- 
tions supply  almost  the  whole  materials  on  which  the  inquirer  has  to  work  ? — Such 
■an  inquirer  as  1 pointed  out,  who  has  not  recourse  to  the  originals. 

6159.  Do  you  think  that  those  branches  of  inquiry  could  be  cultivated  with  equal 
ease  and  success  if  these  publications  had  not  appeared? — Certainly  not;  those  to 

they  are  the  tools  and  means  of  their  pursuit,  cannot  work  without  them. 

0160.  Mr.  Hawes.']  That  answer  has  again  reference  to  your  own  peculiar 
circumstances? — To  every  person,  more  or  less;  but  peculiarly  to  persons  either 
engaged  fully  in  business  in  London,  or  resident  out  of  London. 

6161.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  think  the  selection  of 

records  for  publication  made  by  the  commissioners  has  been  judicious? — That 
involves  a very  wide  inquiry.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  may  have  printed  some 
that  I may  have  a little  doubt  about  the  utility  of,  but  there  have  been  printed  in 
one  way  or  another  the  most  important ; those  without  which  inquirers  like  mvself 
could  do  nothing.  J 

6162.  Do  you  think  that  those  which  are  now  in  course  of  publication  are  such 
as  it  is  cjcpcdient  to  publish? — I am  not  aware  of  any  that  it  is  not  desirable  to 
publish.  There  may  be  questions  of  comparison,  upon  which  we  may  exercise 
various  judgments  as  to  which  you  would  take  first  or  last. 

0163.  The  Close  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls,  and  the  Norman  Rolls  ?— The  Norman 
■noils  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  me,  and  very  useful. 

-4*  The  Oblata  and  Fine  Rolls? — The  Fine  Rolls  are  certainly  very  important. 
6165.  The  Pipe  Rolls?— Undoubtedly. 

1 .®*  ^le  ro^s  °f  the  Curia  Regis  ? — The  rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  must  be  of 
^6  imP?ptance  t0  Pe.rsons  investigating  constitutional  questions, 
pedigree  and6  ^nes  ? — ‘^e  Daily  Fines  are  very  important  in  questions  of 

°‘33'  4 a 3 6168.  The 
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6168.  The  Privy  Council  Books  ?— The  Privy  Council  Books,  in  a constitutional 
point  of  view,  are  undoubtedly  very  important. 

6169.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  course  of  historical  inquiry  in  general  has  been 
favourably  influenced  by  the  publications  of  the  commission  ?— I have  no  doubt  of 
it,  mainly  for  this  reason,  that  the  class  of  inquirers  who  now  investigate  these 
subjects,  instead  of  trusting  as  they  formerly  did  to  quotations,  which  are  often 
very  inaccurate,  and  repeating  one  another,  can  now  go  to  the  fountain  head. 

6170.  Do  you  find  an  improvement  in  the  works  published  by  the  present  com- 
mission over  the  earlier  works? — It  appears  to  me  that  they  are  now  proceeding 
upon  a much  more  economical  and  proper  system  than  was  the  case  formerly  as  to 
some  of  the  early  productions,  which  not  only  have  had  great  fault  found  with 
them  as  to  the  execution,  but  certainly  in  point  of  expense  seem  to  have  been  on 
too  wide  a scale.  I am  always  desirous  of  seeing  their  books  in  octavo,  in  order  to 
bring  them  as  much  as  possible  within  the  compass  of  every  person  in  point  of 
price,  and  in  that  respect  it  seems  to  me  that  the  present  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioners are  conducted  in  a vastly  more  useful  and  economical  and  proper  system 
than  they  originally  were. 

6171. "  Dr.  Bowring. ] Have  you  visited  the  different  repositories  of  public  records, 
so  as  to  give  a general  opinion  whether  the  commissioners  in  choosing  what  they  have 
done  for  publication,  have  made  the  best  choice  among  the  contents  of  those  offices 
that  they  could  have  made  ? — I have  not  passed  an  opinion  upon  that,  but  I appre- 
hend a person  could  pass  an  opinion  upon  that  without  personally  visiting  all  the 
record  offices  themselves.  There  are  abundant  sources  of  information  upon  that 
head  ; we  all  know  what  the  principal  records  of  the  country  consist  of. 

6172.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.']  Do  you  think  generally  that-the 
documents  published  have  been  judiciously  selected? — I think  upon  the  whole;  as 
to  the  general  documents,  running  through  the  list  of  them,  I am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  one  can  decidedly  say  it  was  of  more  importance  to  publish  than  another 
which  has  been.  There  occur  to  me  two,  which  are  not  printed,  which  I should 
have  liked  to  have  seen  printed.  I think  it  would  have  been  important  to  have  had 
parts  of  the  Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer,  and  also  the  Liber  Niger  of  the  Ex- 
chequer printed  ; but  they  have  been  both  partially  though  incorrectly  printed, 
which  may  be  the  reason  that  the  commissioners  have  not  published  them;  but 
there  are  many  publications  that  have  been  printed  by  the  commissioners,  which 
I should  think  no  one  could  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  printing. 

6173.  Dr.  Bowring.]  You  are  a member  of  a committee  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, which  undertook  the  management  of  a certain  Anglo-Saxon  manuscript. 
Will  you  state  how  you  proceeded  in  that  publication,  and  give  the  Committee 
some  notion  of  the  cost  of  the  publication  ? — I was  one  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries ; and  we  proceeded  there  upon  what  I should 
suppose  would  be  the  system  of  any  other  body,  and  which  is  most  likely  that 
which  the  commissioners  have  proceeded  upon.  We  discussed  among  ourselves 
which  was  the  most  important  book  to  publish.  We  then  had  a transcript  made, 
and  had  an  estimate  made,  of  course,  of  what  it  would  cost.  Then  we  fixed  upou  a 
suitable  gentleman  to  edit  it,  and  sent  for  him  and  inquired  at  what  price  he  would 
undertake  to  edit  it;  and  we  got  an  estimate  from  the  printer  as  to  printing  and 
paper,  and  then  we  ordered  the  book  to  be  done. 

6174.  Will  you  mention  any  publications  which  have  been  printed  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  committee  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  r We  have 
only  completely  printed  one,  which  is  Caedmon. 

6175.  That  was  printed  after  a collation  and  examination  of  all  the  existing 
manuscripts,  was  not  it? — That  I cannot  say;  we  selected  a competent  editor, 
whose  duty  I conclude  it  was  to  do  so,  and  we  could  only  judge  by  the  result  after- 
wards as  to  whether  he  faithfully  performed  his  duty.  I apprehend  that  he  did, 
because  we  selected  a man  of  whom  we  had  the  greatest  pledge  of  his  talents  and 
accuracy.  It  was  Mr.  Thorpe,  who  is  employed,  I believe,  by  the  present  com- 
mission. 

6176.  The  object  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  committee  was  to  publish  such  Anglo-Saxon 
remains  as  would  not  be  likely  to  be  undertaken  as  bookselling  speculations  ?—- 
That  was  one  object ; but  I should  not  say  that  it  was  indispensable  that  it  should 
be  what  a bookseller  would  not  undertake,  because  in  fact  there  was  a booksellers 
subscription  list  going  round  among  the  booksellers  to  publish  Casdmon ; but  we 
thought  it  ought  to  be  undertaken  under  different  auspices,  and  with  more  care  and 
expense  than  a bookseller  could  afford. 

5177.  'Cm 
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6177.  Can  you  state  the  cost  to  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  that  edition  of  Edgar  Taylor, Esq. 

Cffidmon  ? — I cannot ; but  I know  that  the  sale  of  the  book  would  never  have  paid  

for  it  as  a bookselling  speculation,  and  that  that  book  was  only  published  by  the  24  June  1836. 
munificence  of  two  or  three  individuals  connected  with  the  Antiquarian  Society, 

who  subscribed  and  met  the  expected  loss. 

6178.  Therefore  it  is  an  analogous  publication  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Record 
Commission? — Yes,  except  that  it  is  in  Anglo-Saxon  type,  and  with  many 


engravings. 

6179.  Therefore  the  difficulties  were  greater  than  in  the  case  of  records,  which 
are  either  in  Latin,  French  or  English? — Perhaps  so,  if  the  book  had  not  been 


printed  before. 

6180.  Is  not  it  more  difficult  and  expensive  to  find  an  intelligent  Anglo-Saxon 
editor  than  it  is  to  find  an  editor  for  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commis- 

gjon  p There  are  fewer  Anglo-Saxon  scholars  than  there  are  Latin  and  French  ; 

but  taking  into  account  the  little  to  be  done  in  Anglo-Saxon,  I believe  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  finding  an  Anglo-Saxon  editor  for  the  little  that  has  to  be  done. 

6181.  If  the  number  of  editors  in  the  market  be  smaller,  the  expense  must  be 
greater? — But  the  demand  on  the  other  hand  is  much  less,  and  if  it  be  less  than 
the  supply,  the  observation  would  not  apply.  There  is  no  difficulty,  I believe, 
in  the  result  in  finding  an  Anglo-Saxon  editor  for  what  may  be  wanted,  and  pro- 
bably at  as  little  cost  as  for  works  like  the  commissioners’. 

6182.  Will  you  oblige  the  Committee  by  stating  in  your  evidence  the  cost  to  the 
Antiquarian  Society  of  the  publication  of  Ceedmon  ? — I do  not  know  it,  but  it 
can  be  easily  got  of  the  treasurer. 

6183.  What  is  the  next  work? — The  next  work  we  resolved  on  was  Layamon  ; 
it  is  now  in  progress,  and  partly  printed ; the  Antiquarian  Society  have  also  in 
progress  a Norman  Roll.  The  publication  of  Layamon  is  under  the  care  of  Sir 
Frederick  Madden.  If  I may  be  allowed,  I would  add,  that  it  has  always  appeared 
to  me  that  a great  additional  benefit  would  be  derived  to  the  community  from  these 
books,  if,  after  careful  publication,  they  were  made  prima facie  evidence  for  legal 
purposes.  Professionally  'speaking,  we  attain  but  a part  of  our  result,  when  we 
have  got  at  these  books,  to  the  extent  of  knowing  what  our  case  is ; and  if  the 
Legislature  thought  it  right  to  go  so  far  as  to  make  them  prima  facie  evidence  in 
courts  of  justice,  undoubtedly  the  expense,  large  as  it  might  be,  of  the  publication 
by  any  commission,  would  be  repaid  to  the  suitors  and  the  public,  and  very  abun- 
dantly. 

Alfred  John  Kempe,  Esq.  f.a.s.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6184.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  YOU  are  the  author  of  several  works  connected  with  A.  J Kempe,  Esq. 

antiquities? — I am.  I am  a fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  have  been  — 

twice  upon  the  council. 

6185.  In  the  cburse  of  your  researches,  have  you  had  occasion  to  consult  the 
publications  which  have  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  upon 
Public  Records  ?' — I have  occasionally  referred  to  them. 

6186.  Will  $ou  specify  any  which  you  have  more  particularly  had  occasion  to 
consult? — I should  specify  a great  many : as,  for  instance,  the  Statutes  of  the 
Realm,  the  uni  form  and  authentic  edition ; the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  the  Calendar 
of  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  of  the  Inquisitiones  ad  Quod  Damnum,  the 
Abbrevatio  Pla.citorum.  I have  consulted  the  Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls  in  the 
Tower,  the  Hundred  Rolls,  the  Testa  de  Neville,  the  Nonas.  I have  referred  to 
the  Pleas  of  Q uo  Warranto  also,  and  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas  ; all  works 
which  are  well  Iknown  to  antiquaries. 

6187.  Do  you  mention  those  works  as  not  only  having  yourself  consulted  them, 
but  as  possessing,  in  your  judgment,  from  the  opportunities  which  you  have  had  of 
examining  theira,  peculiar  importance  and  usefulness  ? — I think  that  they  are  of 
the  highest . usefulness  and  value  to  those  writers  of  history,  whether  general  or 
local  and  partic/ular,  who  desire  to  draw  their  statements  from  authentic  sources. 

In  genealogical  researches,  I think,  some  of  them  must  be  of  great  service.  In 
matters  of  personal  concern,  meaning  the  rights  of  property,  they  must  occasion- 
ally afford,  I/conceive,  very  conclusive  evidence;  and  no  one  can  possess  a deeply 
grounded  knowledge  of  the  legal  forms,  constitutions  and  customs  of  the  realm, 
without  haying  had  recourse  to  them. 

0.33.  / 4 a 4 6188.  Looking 
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A.  J.  Kcmpe,  Esq.  6188.  Looking  at  the  publications  generally,  or  to  those  which  you  have 

specified  in  particular,  do  you  think  that  they  constitute  a mass  of  archeological 

24  Jnne  1836.  literature  which,  from  its  extent,  its  value,  and  its  use,  has  justified  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  in  the  production  of  it? — I think  that  a due  share  of  the 
public  money  cannot  be  better  expended  than  in  preserving,  and  rendering  generally 
accessible  to  the  subject,  those  ancient  documents  which  illustrate  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  his  constitutional  privileges  and  rights,  and  the  foundation  of  legal  juris- 
diction and  claims.  I have  heard  that  500,000?.  has  already  been  devoted  to- 
these  works.  The  sum  appears  perhaps  large  at  the  first  view  of  the  aggregate ' 
but  when  I consider  that  the  most  important  national  records  of  700  years liave 
been  preserved  and  rendered  accessible  by  this  outlay,  I am  not  disposed  to- 
think  it  blameable,  or  that  such  an  undertaking  should  be  conducted  in  a niggardly 
manner. 

6189.  If  it  should  appear  that  the  actual  cost  of  the  publications  to  which  you. 
have  referred,  shall  have  been  considerably  less  than  the  sum  quoted  by  you  upon- 
report  as  having  been  expended  directly  in  the  production  of  them,  the  Committee 
are  of  course  to  understand  that  your  estimate  of  the  expediency  of  the  publica- 
tion is,  in  proportion,  increased  ? — I think  that  question  is  answered  by  my  reply 
to  the  last.  ’ 

6190.  With  your  view  of  the  value  intrinsically  of  the  publications  which  have 
formed  the  subject  of  the  preceding  questions,  can  you  state  that  they  are  likely 
to  be  of  a nature  which  would  repay  a bookseller,  or  any  associated  booksellers,  in 
the  publication  of  them  as  a commercial  speculation  ? — I am  of  opinion  (as  far 
as  my  experience  has  gone  in  matters  of  publication)  that  the  works  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  commission,  are  by  no  means  such  as  could  have  real- 
ized a profit,  or  indemnified  private  individuals  in  the  bookselling  trade  for  their 
expenses, 

6191.  Assuming,  then,  that  the  works  are  intrinsically  valuable,  and  that  their 
publication,  as  a matter  of  commercial  speculation,  could  not  have  been  undertaken 
with  any  prospect  of  success  by  any  booksellers,  are  the  Committee  to  understand, 
as  the  consequence,  that  in  your  judgment  they  ought  to  have  been  undertaken, 
and  that  the  continuation  of  them  ought  to  be  pursued  at  the  public  expense,  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  or  of  its  delegates?- — I have  said  that  with- 
out the  encouragement  of  the  Government  and  the  aid  of  the  public  purse,  it  could' 
not  have  been  undertaken.  I should  think  so  important  a work  having  been  begun, 
it  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  it  should  be  carried  out  to  completion  as  far  as 
possible.  I wrote  some  years  since  historical  notices  of  the  collegiate  church  and 
sanctuary  of  St.  Martin-le-Grand,  with  observations  upon  the  privileges  of  sanc- 
tuary. This  work  was  quoted  by  the  editors  of  the  new  edition  of  Dugdale’s 
Monasticon,  as  an  authority.  I wanted  to  have  recourse  to  the  original  register  of 
the  church,  which  is  deposited  with  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Westminster,  and  is 
enumerated  in  the  first  printed  report  on  the  public  records.  I made  an  applica- 
tion as  a literary  individual  for  that  purpose,  but  owing  to  local  forms  (to  which 
I do  not  mean  to  attach  any  blame,  because  I do  not  understand  them)  I could; 
not  get  at  that  book;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  some  extracts  that  are  extant  in 
the  collection  of  Sir  Julius  Csesar  in  the  British  Museum,  in  the  Lansdowne 
Manuscripts,  I should  not  have  been  able  to  complete  my  purpose  at  all ; so  that 
it  is  quite  evident  the  general  access  to  national  records  is  most  important  to  literary 
undertakings. 

6192.  As  a member  of  the  council  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  as  connected- 
yourself  personally  with  literary  antiquities,  have  you  had  opportunities  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  judgment  of  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  similar  pursuits  does 
or  does  not  correspond  with  your  own,  in  your  estimate  of  the  value  of  these  pub- 
lications ? — I am  quite  confident  that  it  does ; I have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
several  of  my  antiquarian  friends  during  my  attendance  at  this  Cofmmittee,  and  I 
think  they  completely  coincide  in  the  idea  of  the  utility  and  the  expediency  of  their 
being  so  published. 

6193.  The  publications  which  have  issued  from  the  press  undelr  the  authority 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  have  appeared  at  intervals  ^luring  the  last 
34  years.  In  your  estimate  of  the  value  of  those  publications,  do  ybu  perceive  a 
difference  in  favour  of  the  earlier  or  of  the  later  works  ? — I cannot  saV  that  I am 
quite  so  conversant  with  the  later  publications  of  the  commission  as  withlthe  earlier,, 
inasmuch  as  the  earlier  publications,  I believe,  embrace  the  most  promineiht  records. 

\ I think 
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I think  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  the  Writs  of  Military  Summons,  &c.,  which 
were  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  are  of  the  greatest  utility  ; and  I think  the  In- 
troduction to  Doomsday  Book  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis  is  a most  useful  production  ; it  is 
full  of  early  historical  illustration  and  statistical  information.  I think  thc.Rotuli 
Selecti  ad  res  Anglicas  et  Hibernicas  spectantes  an  excellent  plan,  on  the  system 
of  a collectaneous  work ; but  I understand  that  it  is  deformed  by  some  typo- 
graphical  errors  which  have  crept  in  ; but  concerning  that  I cannot  speak  critically 
as  of  my  personal  knowledge. 

6194.  You  have  referred  to  the  work  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave ; have  you 
paid  sufficient  attention  to  the  subject  of  that  work  to  render  you  willing  to  give 
an  opinion,  whether  it  be  expedient  that  such  work  be  resumed,  and  if  resumed, 
to  what  period  it  ought  to  be  carried  ?• — I do  not  speak  of  that  work  in  consequence 
of  having  had  very  particular  reference  to  it,  but  only  as  to  its  utility  historically 
and  judicially,  showing  the  grounds  on  which  those  Parliamentary  writs  of  summons 
were  issued.  I am  of  opinion  that  a great  many  of  them  might  be  given  more 
briefly  in  an  abstract  way,  because  the  formula  is  very  often  repeated  over  and  over 
again ; and  I think  where  we  could  introduce  even  an  antiquarian  “ ditto,”  it  might 
save  a great  deal  of  expense. 

6195.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  Feed  era  of  Rymer,  as  originally  pub- 
lished ? — I am  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  Fosdera,  as  originally  compiled  by 
Rymer. 

6196.  From  your  knowledge  of  that  work,  and  the  materials  existing  in  manu- 
script of  an  analogous  character,  do  you  conceive  that  much  valuable  matter  might 
be  added  in  a new  edition  of  that  work  ? — I think  it  probable,  as  far  as  my  opinion 
goes,  that  much  valuable  historical  matter  might  be  added  to  the  work.  Within 
my  own  researches  in  the  muniment  room  of  an  old  hall  in  Surrey,  I found  several 
state  documents  which  might  have  a place  in  the  Acta  Publica  of  such  a collection. 
I would  produce  two  which  I found  there  as  an  example,  which  bear  upon  pro- 
minent historical  events,  and  I do  not  know  that  they  are  to  be  found  in  any  printed 
collection,  although  they  are  certainly  printed  documents  of  the  period. 

6197.  You  refer  to  the  More  Molyneux  Papers? — 'The  Loseley  Papers.  This 
one  was  written  I think  by  Buchanan,  the  tutor  of  James  the  Sixth.  It  is  a pro- 
clamation by  the  Regent  Murray,  relative  to  the  murder  of  Darnley  in  1 568  ; and 
the  other  is  a proclamation,  stating  the  reasons  of  the  sentence  against  the  Queen  of 
Scots.  Neither  of  these  documents  are  in  Rymer,  and  I think  not  in  any  other 
collection  of  ancient  documents.  We  have  12  or  14  volumes  of  old  proclamations 
in  the  Society  of  Antiquaries’  library,  from  which  I think  valuable  selections  might 
be  made. 

6198.  There  were  three  editions  of  Rymer  published,  two  in  England  and  one  at 
the  Hague.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  book-market  in  England,  do 
you  consider  that  the  original  work  had  or  had  not  become  so  scarce  as  to  justify 
the  reprinting  of  it? — No;  if  the  subject  had  been  well  considered,  I do  not  think 
the  reprinting  of  it  was  justifiable.  I have  always  considered  on  every  account, 
both  to  avoid  unnecessary  expense  and  delay  in  the  progress  of  completion,  that 
a supplement  to  Rymer  would  have  been  the  proper  measure  to  adopt.  A parti- 
cular revision  of  the  published  volumes  of  the  old  editions  (in  which  there  are  many 
errors)  might  at  the  same  time  have  been  made,  and  any  important  corrections 
might  have  formed  a part  of  such  supplementary  work. 

Mr.  Thomas  Palmer,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

6199.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  YOU  are  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Record  Office  at  the  Rolls 
Chapel  ? — I am. 

6200.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  that  office? — Forty  years  and 
upwards. 

6201.  Has  any  improvement  taken  place  in  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in 
that  office  since  you  became  acquainted  with  it? — I cannot  state  that  there  has  been 
much  improvement ; in  some  respect  there  was  a little  improvement  about  17  or  18 
years  ago,  when  some  alterations  were  made  in  the  chapel,  in  order  to  render  it  more 
convenient  for  divine  service,  and  the  records  of  the  same  species  were  then 
brought  more  together  than  they  were  before. 

6202.  Has  any  improvement  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  records  themselves  ? — 
No  further  than  by  repairing  them. 

°*33*  4 b 6203.  Has 


A.  J.  Kemps,  Esq. 
24  June  1836. 


Mr.  T.  Palmer. 
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Mr.  T.  Palmer.  6203.  Has  this  been  done  under  the  authority  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners 
on  the  Records?— Yes,  it  has. 

24  June  1836.  6-204.  Will  you  state  what  the  commission  has  done? — They  have  repaired  and 

bound  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  from  the  first  year  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh 
to  the  33d  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  228  volumes  ; and  as  many  have  been  partially 
repaired  as  will  make  about  60  volumes.  There  have  also  been  washed,  ready  for 
repairing,  the  Inquisitions  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  King  James ; they  would  make 
about  108  volumes.  They  have  also  repaired  and  bound,  in  three  very  large  volumes, 
the  Surveys  of  Church  Livings  during  the  Usurpation.  The  Returns  to  Parliament 
from  the  33d  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  to  the  28th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1 2 volumes ; 
and  two  more  are  ready  for  binding.  They  have  repaired  throughout  22  rolls,  and 
many  partially.  One  of  the  grants  to  Lord  Hawley  of  fee-farm  rents,  in  the  22d 
of  Charles  the  Second,  having  never  been  inrolled,  the  signed  bill  formed  a large 
bundle,  and  as  it  had  suffered  considerably,  the  commissioners  ordered  that  also  to 
be  repaired  and  bound.  The  Index  to  the  Patent  Rolls  of  the  latter  part  of  Henry 
the  Eighth  has  been  repaired  and  inlaid  in  two  very  large  volumes  ; and  the  Index 
to  the  Patent  Rolls  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  also  the  Index  to  the  Close  Rolls  of 
Edward  the  Sixth,  have  been  repaired  in  like  manner,  and  some  volumes  have  been 
rebound. 

6205.  Are  those  works  still  going  on  ? — They  are. 

6206.  Do  you  superintend  the  operation  ? — I do. 

6207.  How  many  workmen  are  employed  ? — Tw’O  persons ; one  man  and  his 
son,  a boy  about  fourteen. 

6208.  Looking  at  the  space  which  you  have  in  the  repository,  could  more  work- 
men be  conveniently  employed  and  placed  on  the  work  ? — No. 

6209.  How  do  they  discharge  their  duty  ? — Very  well. 

6210.  Are  the  contents  of  your  office  well  known  to  you  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

6211.  Could  any  record  be  produced  for  which  inquiry  might  be  made,  and 
which  yon  knew  to  be  in  your  office,  at  a moment’s  notice  ?— Upon  describing  the 
nature  of  the  instrument,  and  giving  the  names  of  the  parties  and  the  date,  if  in 
the  office  it  would  be  produced  immediately. 

6212.  Does  that  facility  of  reference  arise  from  your  own  personal  memory  and 
knowledge  of  the  locality,  or  does  it  arise  from  any  index  or  catalogue  which  would 
be  equally  an  aid  to  any  other  person  ? — Not  equally  an  aid  to  a stranger;  it  arises 
partly  from  consulting  the  index,  and  partly  from  my  knowledge  of  the  locality  of 
the  records. 

6213.  Practically  no  inconvenience,  so  far  as  you  are  able  to  state  the  fact,  has 
arisen  or  is  likely  to  arise  to  any  suitor  or  to  any  student  who  may  desire  to  search, 
either  fora  legal  or  for  an  historical  object,  for  any  records  in  the  office  in  which  you 
are.  chief  clerk? — The  office  indexes  containing  only  the  names  of  persons,  incon- 
venience has  frequently  arisen  from  the  parties  not  being  provided  with  the  names 
and  dates,  and  having  only  the  name  of  the  place. 

6214.  But  a full  reference  being  given  to  you  of  the  name  of  the  place  and  the 
name  of  the  person,  could  you  find  the  document  for  any  party  who  might  desire 
to  have  access  to  it  ? — Immediately,  having  also  the  date  of  the  instrument. 

6215.  What  is  the  fee  for  examining  an  Inquisition  Post  Mortem? — The  date 
being  given,  it  is  6 s.  8 d. 

6216.  Is  that  fee  fixed  by  the  authority  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  is  it  a cus- 
tomary fee,  the  date  of  which  and  the  authority  for  which  you  cannot  state  ? — It  is 
a customary  fee,  and  recommended  to  be  allowed  by  the  commissioners  for  exami- 
ning into  the  duties,  & c.  of  the  officers  of  the  several  courts  of  justice. 

6217.  Is  it  suspended  in  the  office? — No  ; there  is  no  table  of  fees  suspended  in 
the  office. 

6218.  Does  that  fee  include  the  charge  for  making  extracts? — Extracts  are  not 
allowed,  any  further  than  we  allow  sometimes  the  name  and  the  date  to  be  taken. 

6219.  Is  any  fee  charged  for  examining  the  indexes  of  those  Inquisitions? — A 
shilling  a year  in  each  name. 

6220.  Are  the  indexes  considered  the  personal  property  of  the  gentlemen  filling 
your  office,  or  are  they  considered  the  property  of  the  public,  subject  always  to  the 
charge  of  1 s.  which  you  have  described  ? — The  property  of  the  public. 

6221.  You,  as  chief  clerk,  are  not  at  liberty,  then,  to  withhold  a sight  of  the  index 
from  any  gentleman  desiring  to  consult  it? — Certainly  not. 

6222.  Is 
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6222.  Is  a list  of  the  fees,  including  the  6s.  8 d.  which  you  have  mentioned, 
printed  in  the  ordinary  Chancery  books  of  practice  ? — I do  not  know  that  it  is. 

^ 6223.  Is  it,  to  your  knowledge,  a matter  of  notoriety  to  the  great  body  of  tbe 

profession  ?— Certainly  it  is. 

V 6224.  Do  many  persons  engaged  in  literary  works  apply  to  you  for  an  opportu- 
nity of  consulting  documents  under  your  charge? — They  do. 

6225.  In  such  cases  do  you  charge  any  fee  to  them? — No;  Mr.  Kipling  always, 
upon  a proper  introduction,  allowed  them  to  have  access  to  the  records  gratuitously, 
nnd  that  course  has  been  followed  by  his  successors. 

6226.  Then  you  charge  no  fee  to  any  person  who  is  not  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
-of  a professional  occupation? — Not  when  introduced  as  before  mentioned. 

6227.  Do  many  of  the  literary  men  avail  themselvc-s  of  the  privilege  which, 
under  Mr.  Kipling’s  order,  you  allow  ? — Yes ; I recollect  Mr.  Malone,  Mr.  Lysons, 
Mr.  Bray,  for  his  History  of  Surrey,  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  for  his  History  of  Hertford- 
shire, Mr.  Baker,  for  his  History  of  Northamptonshire,  Mr.  Gage,  for  his  History 
of  Suffolk,  Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether  and  Mr.  Stevens,  for  their  works  on  Corpora- 
tions, Dr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Faulkner  of  Chelsea,  and  many  others  engaged  in  works  of 
minor  importance.  Mr.  Kipling  always  recommended  gentlemen  to  apply  in  the 
first  place  to  the  British  Museum,  and  other  public  libraries,  before  they  consulted 
the  records. 

6228.  Would  a gentleman,  on  a cursory  inspection  of  the  records  in  your  custody, 
be  able  to  form  a correct  and  complete  idea  of  their  state  of  arrangement,  or  of  the 
want  of  arrangement  ? — A gentleman  going  into  the  chapel  would  suppose,  from  the 
first  glance,  that  they  were  well  arranged ; in  the  room  over  the  chapel  he  might 
think  otherwise. 

6229.  Would  he  be  likely  to  make  the  mistake,  and,  so  far  as  you  know,  has 
any  gentleman,  in  point  of  fact,  made  the  mistake  of  confounding  a want  of  space 
for  a defect  of  arrangement  ? — I do  not  know  that  any  gentleman  has  done  so. 

6230.  In  point  of  fact  there  is  no  such  want  of  arrangement,  in  the  judgment  of 
yourself,  who  have  the  custody,  as  to  prevent  your  being  able,  as  you  have  already 
stated,  to  supply  at  a moment’s  notice  any  document,  the  reference  to  which,  as 
to  date,  and  person  and  place,  is  given  by  the  party  desiring  to  consult  it  ? — We 
should  only  require  the  name  of  the  party  and  the  date,  and  it  would  be  produced 
immediately. 

6231.  Have  you  any  collection  of  documents  under  the  privy  seal  in  your  cus- 
tody ? — We  have  all  the  privy  seal  warrants  and  the  signed  bills  from  the  begin- 
ning of  Henry  the  7th,  with  chasms,  to  the  present  time. 

6232.  Is  that  series,  making  allowance  for  the  chasms  to  which  you  have  re- 
ferred, in  a state  of  arrangement ; could  you  refer,  for  example,  to  any  privy  seal 
warrant  of  the  11th  of  James  the  1st? — We  could  find  it,  but  it  might  be  very 
troublesome,  as  they  are  not  in  such  a state  of  arrangement  as  to  be  found  immedi- 
ately, but  we  could  find  it. 

6233.  Then  any  answer  which  you  have  given,  as  to  the  facility,  at  a moment’s 
notice,  of  finding  any  record,  may  be  held  to  apply  rather  to  legal  documents  con- 
nected with  the  Chancery  proceedings,  than  to  the  privy  seal  warrants  ? — There  is 
very  rarely  any  occasion  to  consult  the  privy  seal  warrants  or  signed  bills,  because 
the  grants,  &c.  under  those  warrants  form  the  Patent  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls  being 
made  up  from  them. 

6234.  Mr.  Pusey. ] Does  not  your  repository  consist  of  the  chapel,  and  a room 
over  the  chapel  ? — It  does ; the  room,  in  fact,  is  in  the  roof. 

6235.  How  long  have  the  records  been  preserved  in  the  chapel  itself? — From 
the  earliest  period,  I believe. 

6236.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Do  you  mean  from  the  creation  of  the  office  of  Master 
of  the  Rolls  ? — I should  think  that  records  were  preserved  in  the  chapel  soon  after  it 
•was  annexed  to  the-office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

6237.  Mr.  Pusey.']  The  present  shelves  on  which  they  are  arranged  in  the 
chapel,  are  they  of  any  considerable  antiquity  ? — No;  about  17  or  18  years  ago, 
•all  that  remained  of  the  old  presses  and  shelves  were  removed,  and  new  ones 
■fitted  up. 

6238.  Divine  service  is  actually  performed  in  the  chapel  ? — Every  Sunday  morn- 
ing, except  during  the  long  vacation. 

6239.  Will  you  describe  the  mode  in  which  the  records  are  arranged  in  the 
■chapel,  with  regard  to  the  situation  in  which  they  are  placed  ? — The  Patent  Rolls 
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are  placed  on  shelves,  in  a passage  under  the  gallery  ; the  Close  Rolls  in  presses  in 
the  gallery,  and  continued  on  shelves  in  the  room  over  the  chapel,  which  contains 
also  the  Fine  Rolls,  the  Confirmation  Rolls,  Parliament  Rolls  and  Decree  Rolls,  which 
are  all  arranged  chronologically ; some  of  the  Miscellania  are  also  in  that  room. 

6240.  Are  not  some  placed  below  the  seats  of  the  pews  ? — There  are  some  of 
the  Miscellania  in  the  lockers  which  form  the  seats  of  the  chapel. 

6241.  Are  not  some  records  placed  behind  the  communiontable? — They  are, 
the  indexes. 

6242.  You  have  a want  of  space  in  the  room  over  the  chapel  ? — Yes,  there  is 
a great  want  of  space. 

6243.  Is  there  any  facility  for  a student,  who  should  come  there  for  the  purpose 

of  study,  to  remain  and  consult  the  records  ? — He  would  remain  in  the  office  with 
the  clerks.  .... 

6244.  You  would  not  consider  that  a convenient  situation  for  him  to  study  ? — 
There  is  plenty  of  room  for  him  to  inspect  a record,  or  take  an  extract  from  it. 

6245.  Have  you  not  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  the  records  in  the  dark 
passage  of  the  chapel  ? — Not  very  great  difficulty ; sometimes  I take  out  two  or 
three  rolls  before  I take  out  the  right. 

6246.  Is  it  not  impossible  to  see  any  label  on  the  rolls?— It  is  impossible  to  see 
some  of  them ; but  I calculate  whereabouts  they  are,  and  frequently  take  out  the 
right  roll  at  first. 

6247.  Sir  Robert  Jnglis.~\  Do  the  documents  to  which  you  have  referred  belong 
to  the  class  of  miscellaneous  records  ? — No,  they  are  the  Patent  and  Close  Rolls. 

6248.  Will  you  describe  what  are  designated  under  the  title  of  Miscellaneous 
Records? — Pleadings  on  petitions  of  right;  the  Cardinal’s  bundles,  containing 
inquisitions  taken  of  the  several  monasteries  surrendered  to  Cardinal  Wolsey,  and 
the  inquisitions  taken  after  his  death,  now  bound  up  with  the  Inquisitiones  Post 
Mortem.  There  are  three  rolls  of  Irish  Acts  of  Parliament  in  the  10th  of  Charles, 
surveys  Of  church  livings,  some  certificates  of  statute  staple,  some  feodaries  certifi- 
cates" Those  are  the  principal  part  of  the  Miscellania. 

6249.  Do  those  unsorted  records  form  any  considerable  portion  of  the  great  mass 
under  your  custody  ? — No,  only  a small  portion. 

6250.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  distinctly,  that  any  party  desiring  to 
consult  a legal  document  for  legal  purposes,  will  at  a moment’s  notice  obtain 
access  to  such  document,  upon  delivering  to  you  a note  of  the  date  and  the  person  ? 
— Yes,  at  a moment’s  notice. 

6251.  Mr.  Pusey.']  If  the  name  of  the  person  were  not  known,  but  only  that  of 
the  place,  would  there  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  record  ? — It  could  not  be 
found  by  the  office  index. 

6252.  It  has  been  stated  that  documents  have  been  taken  out  from  volumes  of 
ancient  records  which  have  been  bound  up,  and  while  in  your  custody.  Have  you 
any  observation  to  offer  upon  that  ? — Nothing  more  than  that  it  is  done  without 
injury.  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  are  taken  out  occasionally ; when  any  one  is 
wanted  to  be  copied,  it  is  taken  out  without  any  injury  to  the  document,  and  re- 
placed. They  are  pasted  on  guards  ; therefore  they  are  slipped  out  without  doing 
any  injury  to  the  document. 

6253.  Then  they  are  not  cut  ? — They  are  not  cut ; the  margin  of  the  inquisi- 
tion is  pasted  on  the  guard.  If  the  margin  is  not  strong  enough,  a slip  of  parch- 
ment is  pasted  on  the  back  of  it,  and  then  pasted  to  the  guard. 

John  Henry  Standen,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

6254.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.~\  YOU  are  Clerk  of  Reports  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  r 
— I am. 

6255.  Of  what  do  the  records  in  the  Report  Office  consist  ? — They  consist  of  the 
books  of  Orders  and  Decrees,  commencing  in  1547,  about  690  volumes;  the  Indexes 
thereto,  about  576  volumes  ; the  Reports,  commencing  in  1590 ; the  Indexes  there- 
to, commencing  in  1606,  about  230  volumes  ; the  Accountant-general’s  Certificates, 
commencing  in  1726,  being  the  date  of  the  first  appointment  of  Accountant- 
general;  the  Exceptions  to  Reports,  commencing  in  1755 ; the  Petitions,  commencing 
in  January  1834. 

6256.  Are  the  records  in  the  Report  Office  in  good  order? — The  records  in  the 
Report  Office  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  are  in  excellent  order ; very  easy  of  access, 
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and  with  perfect  indexes,  except  the  15  first  years  of  the  reports,  when  there  were 
not  above  20  or  30  in  a year,  and  there  were  no  indexes  ; but  from  1606  the  in- 
dexes are  perfect.  I mentioned  that  the  reports  commence  in  1590,  and  the 
indexes  in  1606.1 

6257.  What  is  the  charge  for  searches? — Sixpence  per  year. 

625B.  If  the  party  delivers  to  you  a note  stating  that  he  desires  to  consult  a par- 
ticular document  of  a certain  date,  what  is  the  charge  which  you  would  make  to 
such  an  individual  for  allowing  him  to  proceed  in  such  search  ? — Sixpence  for  every 
■year’s  index  ; sometimes  the  party,  or  the  solicitor,  is  incorrect  as  to  the  date. 

6259.  What  is  the  charge  for  copies  or  extracts? — Nine-pence  per  folio  of  90 
words;  the  charge  regulated  by  Lord  Hardwicke’s  order  of  28th  November  1743. 

6260.  Are  not  the  records  in  the  Chancery  offices  the  most  important,  as  to 
matters  which  are  a subject  of  litigation,  of  any  in  the  kindgom  ? — I consider  them 
to  be  the  most  important  of  any  in  the  kingdom,  for  there  are  very  few  estates  of 
any  magnitude  that  have  not  been  connected  with  proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

6261.  From  the  statement  which  you  have  made,  it  appears  that  the  Accountant- 
general's  certificates  are  among  the  records  in  the  Report  Office,  of  which  you  are 
clerk? — They  are  the  original  certificates. 

6262.  Are  the  Committee  then  to  understand  that  the  whole  mass  of  property 
of  stock  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-general,  amounting,  it  appears  by 
the  Parliamentary  returns,  to  40,000,000/.  sterling,  are  included  amongst  the 
documents  in  your  possession  ? — They  are.  Of  every  transaction  of  the  Accountant- 
general,  the  original  is  found  in  the  Report  Office. 

6263.  Do  not  those  documents  also  relate  to  .real  estate? — They  do. 

6264.  Do  they  not  also  relate  to  personal  estate  in  everv  part  of  the  world  ? — 
They  do. 

6265.  Do  you  state  to  the  Committee  that  every  document,  of  the  different  classes 
specified  in  your  answer  to  the  first  question,  may  be  considered  easy  of  access,  and 
that  the  whole  are  in  excellent  order  and  well  arranged  ? — Perfectly.  I was  engaged 
ten  weeks  during  the  long  vacation  in  the  last  year  in  arranging  them,  because  the 
rooms  were  altered.  They  are  now  in  a most  excellent  state  of  arrangement; 
there  is  not  a thing  that  we  could  not  lay  our  hands  upon  in  less  time  than  I have 
been  speaking. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6266.  FROM  the  course  of  your  studies  in  archeological  literature,  have  you 
formed  any  opinion  concerning  the  selection  which  has  been  made  of  records  for 
publication  under  the  authority  of  the  successive  Commissions  upon  Public  Records? 
— I have.;  I have  endeavoured  to  form  a settled  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

6267.  Looking  atthe  great  mass  published  since  the  year  1802,  do  you  conceive  that 
the  selection  has  been  judicious,  or  otherwise  ? — As  a general  answer  to  that  general' 
question,  I should  say  undoubtedly  so;  but  if  the  Committee  will  allow  me,  I will 
enter  into  a more  specific  reply  to  that  question.  Take  the  first  publication,  the 
Statutes  and  Public  Charters  of  the  Realm ; there  will  not,  I conceive,  be  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  anywhere,  that  it  was  expedient  to  prepare  this  authentic  edition, 
and  that  the  work  should  take  precedence  perhaps  of  every  other.  The  same 
remark  may,  I presume,  be  made  respecting  the  Acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament. 
The  enlarged  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  the  next  work  of  the  commission  in  point  of 
magnitude,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  under  the  head  of  selection,  inasmuch  as  the 
preparation  of  the  work  had  been  especially  recommended  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  out  of  which  the  commission  arose.  All 
that  can  be  said  against  that  work  under  the  head  of  selection  is,  that  while  so 
much  remains  unprinted,  it  seems  to  have  been  a pity  to  expend  the  nation’s 
treasure  in  reprinting  the  old  matter.  It  will  scarcely  be  doubted  that  to  collect 
the  documents  which  relate  to  the  early  constitution  of  Parliament,  was  also  a work 
most  highly  expedient,  and  deserving  the  precedence  that  has  been  given  to  it. 
Every  one  who  goes  to  the  libraries  of  the  Museum  must  have  found  the  benefit  of 
the  catalogues  w'hich  the  commission  has  published  of  the  three  great  manuscript 
libraries.  Now  those  were  the  great  works  undertaken  by  those  eminent  and 
learned  persons  who  directed  the  operations  of  the  former  commissions.  And  in 
respect  of  their  other  publications,  though  different  minds  may  take  different  views 
according  to  their  peculiar  tastes,  or  the  particular  objects  on  which  they  are  intent, 
yet  I think  that  no  person  competent  to  form  a judgment  upon  such  a question, 
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Kev.  J.  Hunter,  would  be  found  to  maintain  that  it  could  at  any  period  have  been  inexpedient  or 

■ injudicious  to  give  to  the  public  such  valuable  records  as  the  Quo  Warranto  Rolls 

24  June  1836.  the  Hundred  Rolls,  the  Testa  de  Nevill,  Pope  Nicholas’s  Taxation,  the  Non* 
Rolls,  King  Henry  the  Eighth’s  Valor,  the  Exon  Doomsday,  the  Boldan  Book,  and 
the  other  Supplements,  as  they  are  called,  to  Doomsday. 

6268.  Would  you  have  recommended  rather  a distinct  work  of  analogous  mate- 
rials, than  a new  edition  of  Rymer  embodying  such  new  materials  ? — Where  there 
is  such  a great  call  for  fresh  information  in  the  shape  of  books,  I am  exceedingly 
reluctant  to  recommend  or  to  engage  in  the  reprinting  anything  which  is  already  m 
print.  There  had  been  three  editions  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera ; the  book  was  by  no 
means  a scarce  book ; and  with  all  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  gentlemen  who 
at  that  time  directed  the  proceedings  of  the  commission,  I should  submit  it  would 
have  been  a much  more  useful  expenditure  of  the  nation’s  treasure  to  have  printed 
something  that  had  not  been  printed  before,  rather  than  to  reprint  Rymer;  and  to  give 
us  the  new  matter  which  is  incorporated  in  the  commission’s  edition  of  Rymer  in 
a separate  form. 

6269.  With  the  exception  which  you  have  just  stated,  you  consider  that  the 
selection  has  been  judicious  ? — Yes  ; I think  that  as  substantive  documents,  a better 
selection  could  not  have  been  made  ; that  is,  that  there  do  not  remain  in  the 
national  archives  substantive  documents  which  it  would  have  been  more  expedient 
to  have  published. 

6270.  To  what  other  records  do  you  refer  ? — There  is  another  class  of  records 
which  now  engage  the  attention  of  the  commission  ; those  lying  in  series.  Of  those 
which  lie  in  a long  series,  the  former  commissions  published  only  the  Rotuli  Scotian ; 
of  the  others  they  only  printed  calendars.  The  calendars  which  they  printed,  what- 
ever objection  may  be  made  to  them  on  other  grounds,  contained  much  information 
which  it  was  very  expedient  to  give  to  the  public.  To  some  of  the  published 
calendars  great  objections  might  be  made,  and  particularly  to  the  calendar  of  the 
Inquisitiones  post  Mortem. 

6271.  Do  you  refer  to  the  obvious  objection  in  the  case  of  that  calendar,  namely, 
the  omission  of  the  column  of  heirs  ? — I think  that  is  one  very  material  objection 
to  it. 

6272.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  measure  be  now  in  contemplation  and  in 
progress  for  supplying  that  defect  ? — I know  that  there  is  a work  now  proceeding, 
which  is  intended  to  supply  that  very  material  defect. 

6273.  In  the  course  of  those  historical  researches  in  which  you  have  been  en- 
gaged, have  you  practically  had  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to  the  different  works 
which  have  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission? — Most 
certainly. 

6274.  Generally  speaking,  have  you  found  that  they  were  of  essential  service 
to  you  ? — It  was  by  using  them  practically  that  I became  acquainted  with  their 
nature  and  value ; and  1 can  truly  say,  that  in  my  historical  inquiries  I have  found . 
those  publications  of  the  greatest  service  possible  ; they  are  quite  essential  to  topo- 
graphical inquiry.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  historical  part  of  topography  rests 
upon  the  national  records.  What  is  to  be  gathered  from  private  archives,  or  even 
from  the  monastic  chartularies,  is  small  when  compared  with  what  is  to  be  found  in 
the  national  archives.  The  foundation  of  all  just  topography  is  the  Doomsday 
Book,  and  the  framework  consists  of  facts  preserved  in  the  national  records.  The 
records  of  the  greatest  importance  for  topographical  purposes  are  the  certifications 
of  Henry  the  Second’s  time;  the  Quo  Warranto  and  Hundred  Rolls;  the  various 
memoranda  of  the  feudality  of  England,  collected  in  the  work  called  Testa  de 
Nevill;  the  Nomina  Villarum  of  the  9th  of  Edward  the  Second;  and  Kirkly’s 
Inquest,  for  the  counties  for  which  it  exists.  Then  come  the  incomparable  series 
of  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  and  the  Fines.  Then  for  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
though  the  registers  of  the  sees  are  undoubtedly  of  the  first  importance,  Pope 
Nicholas’s  Taxatio  and  King  Henry’s  Valor  contain  much  of  the  most  valuable 
and  authentic  information  we  can  have  respecting  them.  Now  almost  all  these 
are  now  in  print,  and  can  be  easily  used  by  topographers. 

6275.  You  consider  that  to  topographers  they  have  been  specially  useful? — 
I think  so. 

6276.  Do  you  limit  the  usefulness  of  those  publications  to  topographers  solely  ? 
— By  no  means ; but  I consider  under  the  word  topography  that  a great  deal  is 
comprehended  besides  what  appears  on  the  first  view.  A large  portion  of  the 
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books  of  topography.  But  so  far  from  topography  only  being  benefited  by  these 

publications,  every  department  of  English  antiquarian  literature  is  benefited  very  24  Jui.e  1836. 
greatly  by  those  publications,  some  addressed  to  one  fine  of  inquiry  and  some  to 
another.  We  should  know  little  or  nothing  concerning  the  distinguished  English- 
men of  a former  era  without  them.  I can  give  special  instances  of  it,  if  the  Com- 
mittee please.  I would  mention  the  case  of  Sir  Thomas  Rempston.  There  is  a 
remarkable  fact  concerning  him,  that  Richard  the  Second,  after  his  deposition, 
passed  lands  to  him  by  fine.  It  is  mentioned  by  Thoroton,  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  records,  as  far  as  the  records  were  accessible  in  his  time  ; but 
he  mentions  the  fact  without  at  all  showing  who  Sir  Thomas  Rempston  was, 
except  as  he  was  owner  of  the  manor  of  Rempston,  in  Nottinghamshire,  and 
I think  some  other  manors.  But  since  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sion appeared,  by  looking  to  this  name  in  the  indexes,  a very  good  biographical 
account  of  him  might  be  made,  as  may  be  seen  in  Sir  Harris  Nicolas’s  Scrope  and 
Grosvenor  Roll.  There  was  another  person  I had  not  long  ago  occasion  to  inquire 
about,  an  eminent  statesman  of  the  same  century,  of  whom  I could  find  little  or 
nothing  except  what  I could  trace  through  the  indexes  of  those  publications  ; I 
mean  John  de  Sandal.  Many  similar  instances  might  be  adduced. 

6277.  If  such  be  the  value  of  this  series  of  publications  to  the  topographer, 
and  even  to  the  general  historian,  how,  previously  to  the  publication  of  the  series  in 
question,  did  the  great  topographers  of  England  obtain  the  materials  for  their 
respective  works? — They  did  as  well  as  they  could.  There  were  persons  in  the 
17th  century  who  seem  to  have  almost  spent  their  lives  in  making  transcripts  or 
extracts  or  abstracts  of  those  records.  Those  have  been  copied  again,  and  are 
found  dispersed  over  the  country  to  a certain  extent.  They  are  all  of  dubious  cor- 
rectness, and  can  by  no  means  be  said  to  be  at  all  complete  representatives  of  the 
documents  from  which  they  are  taken.  These  were  what  they  used. 

6278.  Do  you  refer  to  Sir  William  Dugdale,  to  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  to  Roger 
Dodsworth,  to  William  Petyt,  to  the  Holmeses,  or  to  what  other  antiquaries  ? — 

Some  of  those  mentioned  are  of  the  persons  to  whom  I refer. 

6279.  Do  you  consider  that  there  has  been  any  advantage  afforded  to  historical 
literature,  and  particularly  to  topographical  inquiry,  by  the  publication  and  subse- 
quent distribution  throughout  the  kingdom  of  the  series  of  historical,  legal  and  anti- 
quarian w orks,  proceeding  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — 

I conceive  that  a most  material  advantage  has  resulted  to  historical  literature. 

6280.  Has  it,  or  has  it  not,  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  antiquary,  at  any 
extremity  of  the  kingdom,  such  means  of  ascertaining  the  contents  of  the  great 
masses  of  legal  and  antiquarian  authorities,  as  otherwise  and  previously  could 
be  obtained  only  by  personal  search  in  the  metropolis  itself? — I undoubtedly 
think  so,  and  that  there  could  be  no  prosecution  of  topographical  inquiries  by  any 
person  who  has  not  frequent  opportunities  of  resorting  to  London,  and  who  could 
not  spend  very  much  time  here,  were  not  the  most  important  records  on  which  he 
has  to  proceed  presented  to  him  as  they  now'  are. 

6281.  Reserving  all  reference  to  yourself,  as  having  been  engaged  under  the  com- 
mission, will  you  state  how  far  you  consider  that  the  task  of  editing  the  successive 
publications  of  the  commissioners  has  been  entrusted  to  gentlemenduly  competent 
to  conduct  the  same? — In  such  a great  collection  of  works  they  are  to  be  expected 
to  be  executed  with  different  degrees  of  approach  to  accuracy.  As  to  absolute 
accuracy,  that  is  quite  out  of  the  question  ; it  never  wras  attained,  and  never  will, 
and  never  can  be  attained. 

6282.  But,  generally  speaking,  do  you  consider  that  the  gentlemen  entrusted  with 
the  task  of  editing  the  works  which  have  been  executed,  have  discharged  their  com- 
mission in  a way  satisfactory,  in  your  judgment  ? — That  is  my  opinion  with  respect 
to  most  of  the  works ; I could  not  well  say  all.  One  way  of  forming  an  opinion 
upon  such  a question  would  be  to  compare  what  has  been  done  under  the  commis- 
sion with  what  has  been  done  elsewhere.  Now,  compared  with  Ducarel’s  edition 
of  a portion  of  the  Red  Book,  compared  with  the  documents  in  Dugdale’s  Monas- 
tic?11; compared  with  the  first  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  the  great  superiority,  in 
point  of  accuracy,  of  the  publications  of  the  commission,  is  most  evident. 

6283.  Comparing  also  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  as  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave, 
with  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  as  printed  prior  to  the  existence  of  the  commission, 
but  under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  by  a vote  of  the  House  of  Lords,  do 
you  consider  that  the  publication  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  has  been  one  executed 
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with  more  or  less  accuracy,  and  more  or  less  research,  and  doing  more  or  less 
honour  to  the  editor,  than  the  publication  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  did  to  the 
editor  at  that  time  employed ? — —If  the  question  relate  to  what  I may  call  the 
editorial  accuracy  of  the  old  Rolls  of  Parliament,  I am  not  able  to  pronounce  an 
opinion.  I have  heard  that  it  is  very  inaccurately  edited,  but  I do  not  know  it  of 
my  own  knowledge. 

6284.  In  short  you  have  never  compared  the  text  with  the  manuscript? — I have 
not ; but  compared  with  the  works  that  I have  mentioned,  comparing  the  works  of 
the  commission  with  any  of  the  old  editions  of  the  Chronicles,  for  example  Gale’s  : 
Gale  is  a very  eminent  man,  and  yet  his  edition  of  some  of  the  Chronicles  is  not 
at  all  to  be  compared  in  point  of  accuracy  with  the  publications  of  the  Record. 
Commission. 

6285.  Always  reserving  any  reference  to  yourself,  and  allowing  you  to  speak 
with  the  delicacy  and  reserve  which  you  would  desire  to  maintain  in  reference  to 
the  works  of  other  gentlemen,  are  you  prepared  to  state  that  the  prefaces  which 
have  appeared  in  the  successive  publications  under  the  Record  Commission,  parti- 
cularly in  later  times,  have  been  such  as  in  your  judgment  are  creditable  to  the 
gentlemen  who  prepared  them,  and  not  discreditable  to  the  commission  under  the 
authority  of  which  the  works  appeared  ? — They  appear  to  me  to  be  highly  creditable. 

6286.  What  do  you  think  of  the  indexes  to  those  successive  publications? — 
I cannot  say  that  I have  tested  any  of  the  indexes ; but  it  has  happened  to  me  to 
find  that  in  some  of  the  books  which  are  supposed  to  be  the  best  edited,  the  index 
has  not  always  answered  when  it  has  been  inspected.  The  old  indexes  appear  to 
me  to  be  very  much  overdbne,  and  to  admit  of  compression  without  any  dimi- 
nution of  their  utility.  I have  suggested  to  the  commissioners  the  possibility  of 
having  the  indexes  upon  a different  system,  which  would  be  quite  as  efficient,  and 
save  the  public  considerable  expense. 

6287.  You  are  understood  to  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  tables  of  errata 
are  wanted  in  many  of  the  volumes  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  commission? 
—I  think  so ; my  persuasion  is,  that  no  book  of  difficult  execution  should  come  out 
without  a table  of  errata,  because  there  must  be  errata.  It  is  certain  that  many  of 
the  works  do  require  tables  of  errata ; and  one  can  hardly  suppose  that  large  and 
difficult  works  like  these  can  be  carried  through  the  press  without  the  editor,  upon 
his  last  revision,  that  is,  after  the  work  is  delivered  to  him  entire,  finding  something 
that  he  will  wish  had  presented  itself  differently  to  him.  Sometimes  faults  of  his 
own,  and  sometimes  faults  of  the  printer ; though  the  printers,  I must  do  them  the 
justice  to  say,  have  executed  their  work  in  a very  admirable  manner. 

6288.  In  a former  question  you  were  asked  what  you  thought  of  the  indexes  to 
the  successive  works.  Will  you  state  specially  what  you  think  of  the  plan  of 
indexes  adopted  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  and  by  those  who  have  followed  him? — 
I am  not  aware  of  any  peculiarity  in  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  indexes ; there  may  be, 
but  I am  not  acquainted  vyith  it. 

6289.  You  have  already  stated  that  you  have  not  tested  the  indexes  generally. 
In  point  of  fact,  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  give 
an  opinion  specially  in  reference  to  the  plan  of  index  adopted  in  the  first  instance 
by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave? — No,  I am  not ; if  there  is  any  peculiarity  in  it,  I am  not 
aware  of  it. 

6290.  Are  you  aware  that  he  enables  the  party  consulting  it  to  search  for  his 
object  in  three  ways : by  the  Christian  name  of  the  party,  by  the  word  “ filius,”  and 
by  the  name  of  the  father  also  ? — That  has  been  the  plan  of  ad  former  indexes, 
I believe.  If  that  is  the  peculiarity  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  indexes,  it  is  a pecu- 
liarity which  is  found  in  many  other  of  the  books,  and  I thought  in  all.  I do  not 
conceive  that  to  be  at  all  necessary  ; and  in  respect  of  the  Pipe  Roll  of  Henry  I., 
for  which  I prepared  an  index,  I find  by  a part  of  the  examination  that  has  been 
printed,  a question  was  asked  of  a witness,  why  the  “ Filius’s,”  why  the  Fitz-Alberts 
and  the  Fitz-Williams  do  not  appear  in  that  index.  Now  I am  surprised  at  the 
question  being  asked,  because  we  know  that  as  early  as  Henry  the  First’s  time 
there  were  no  names  of  that  class,  but  the  person  described  as  “ Filius  Gulielmi, 
or  “ Filius”  any  other  name,  was  one  whose  father  was  named  William,  and  not 
enjoying  that  as  an  hereditary  name  of  a gens  to  which  he  belonged ; it  was  only 
the  personal  addition  of  that  individual ; and  if  any  person  wished  for  any  informa- 
tion respecting  that  individual,  he  would  look  for  it  under  that  which  was  his  name, 
and  not  under  that  which  was  merely  a kind  of  addition. 

6201.  The  index  now  shown  to  you  is  the  index  of  the  Testa  de  Neville.  In 
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by  which  the -identity  of  the  first  person  named  in  the  column  now  before  you  may  

be  ascertained.  Do  not  you  conceive  that  it  would  have  been  an  advantage  in  the  24  Jur,e  18:56. 

index,  supposing  the  passage  in  the  text  warranted  the  addition,  to  have  had  it 
inserted  in  the  index,  and  a fuller  description  of  the  party  ? — I think  a somewhat 
fuller  description  of  some  of  those  persons  should  be  given  ; and  it  will  be  found  that 
my  index  is  constructed  upon  that  plan. 

6292.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  index  prior  to  the  index  of  the  Parliamentary 
Writs  had  been  constructed  upon  that  plan? — I am  not  aware  of  it.  I have  been 
so  accustomed  to  find  many  columns  ot  “ filius  Gulielmi,”  “ filius  Alberti,’’  and  so 
on,  that  I thought  it  was  the  universal  practice  of  the  makers  of  indexes  to  these 
publications. 

6293-  Supposing  that  a person  did  not  know  the  Christian  name,  but  wished  to 
learn  about  every  “filius  Gulielmi”  or  Fitz- William,  how  could  he  have  pro- 
ceeded, in  respect  to  indexes  constructed  upon  the  plan  of  the  “ index  nominum  ” in 
the  Testa  de  Neville  now  shown  to  you  ?— He  must  have  had  the  trouble  of  looking 
through  the  whole  index,  which  would  be  easily  done.  But  I cannot  conceive  of 
any  person  undertaking  such  a search  : in  the  period  before  Edward  the  First,  it 
would  be  nothing  more  than  seeking  out  what  was  said  of  every  person  the  name 
of  whose  father  was  William. 

6294.  The  question  was  only  put  with  reference  to  the  Fitzwilliam  family  as  an 
illustration,  but  any  other  name  in  the  page  would  have  answered  the  purpose  in 
view  in  putting  the  question,  namely,  to  bring  before  you  the  difficulty  which  the 
inquirer  would  have,  in  the  “ index  nominum”  in  the  Testa  de  Neville,  in  tracing  any 
given  family,  so  far  as  the  name  may  be  supposed  to  be  a surname,  whether  ““filius 
Walteri,”  or  “ filius  Gulielmi,”  or  “ filius  Simonis,”  or  “ filius  Hugonis”  ? — There 
are  about  15  gentilitial  names  of  the  class  of  Fitzwilliam,  of  which  Fitzwalter  was 
one  of  the  most  celebrated.  A person  constructing  one  of  these  indexes  ought  to 
be  able  to  discriminate  between  one  of  these  hereditary  names  and  an  addition 
which  was  shifting  in  each  successive  generation,  as  Robert  Fitz- Roger,  and  then 
his  son  John  Fitz-Robert,  and  so  on  in  the  line  of  the  great  barons  of  Warkworlh. 

The  former  ought,  as  I conceive,  to  appear,  as  being  the  name  common  to  a whole 
gens,  but  not  the  latter;  they  should  be  placed  in  "the  index  only  under  what  is 
commonly  called  the  Christian  name,  but  which  is  in  fact  the  proper  name,  the 
nomen. 

6295.  Are  you  aware  that  the  work  to  which  your  attention  was  first  directed  in 
this  particular  series  of  questions,  namely,  the  Parliamentary  Writs  of  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave,  commenced  with  the  period  of  Edward  the  First? — Yes. 

6296.  It  has  been  said  that  some  works  attributed  to  yourself  ought  to  have  had 
a table  of  errata  appended  to  them  ; have  you  anything  to  observe  upon  that  point  ? 

— I know  not  to  what  work,  really  mine,  allusion  can  be  made.  Three  works  were 
placed  in  my  hands  when  I first  became  connected  with  the  commission,  which  I 
was  required  to  go  over  ; two  of  them  with  the  editor,  Mr.  Devon,  of  the  Chapter 
House.  I found  a considerable  number  of  corrections  necessary.  These  are  thrown 
into  tables  of  corrigenda,  which  tables  of  corrigenda  seem  to  have  been  mistaken  for 
errata  of  mine.  In  these  works  other  corrections  were  made  by  cancellation.  There 
are  also  some  variations  which  were  not  discovered,  or  which  were  not  deemed  by 
Mr.  Devon  proper  to  be  put  into  the  corrigenda,  for  Mr.  Devon  had  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  conform  to  the  exact  mode  in  which  every  immaterial  word  was 
written,  and  to  have  cancelled  leaves  on  this  account  would  have  been  to  have 
printed  the  w ork  anew ; and  to  have  placed  these  in  the  corrigenda  would  have  made 
the  corrigenda  preposterously  large.  He  objected  also  to  the  expense;  and  even 
in  words  which  were  material,  he  held  that  if  the  manuscript  favoured  his  reading 
it  was  sufficient.  To  this  principle,  against  which,  circumstanced  as  I was,  I could 
not  veil  oppose  myself,  I attribute  some  of  the  variations  which  it  is  alleged  exist 

etween  that  book  and  the  original.  These  alleged  variations,  however,  I have 
had  no  opportunity  of  examining  so  as  to  compare  them  with  the  original,  and  to 
see  what  the  nature  of  them  really  is,  and  possibly  there  may  be  some  among  them 
that  may  be  assumed  to  be  errors  of  Mr.  Devon,  which  are  not  so,  which  are  results 
ot  his  editorial  principles,  or  which  may  be  from  other  circumstances  excusable. 

0297.  Are  you  aware  whether  a charge  of  the  kind  be  made  against  a work 
bearing  your  own  name  on  the  title-page  ?— I am  speaking  of  that"  work  : for  I 
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did,  indiscreetly  I admit,  allow  my  name  to  appear  on  the  title-page  of  one  of 
those  books  which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Devon.  I wrote  a large  preface  to 
it;  I made  the  larger  index;  I read  the  work  over  with  him,  and  I prepared  those 
numerous  pages  of  corrigenda  which  are  found  there.  In  the  prefade  I explained 
distinctly,  as  I thought,  the  nature  of  the  connexion  I had  with  that  work ; I 
stated  that  it  had  been  prepared  by  a gentleman  in  the  office,  and  that  I had  only 
revised  it,  and  that  the  editorial  arrangements  were  his  : and  I also  by  one  expres- 
sion, doing  it  as  delicately  as  I could  towards  the  gentleman,  put  the  public  upon 
their  guard  that  there  were  readings  which  were  suspicious.  This  is  the  passage : 
“ Variations  from  the  original  must  not  be  presumed  in  all  cases  in  which  a differ- 
ent orthography  might  be  expected,  or  where  a violation  of  a concord  is  discern- 
ible.” The  meaning  of  that  was,  that  Mr.  Devon  had  too  rigidly  insisted  upon  the 
principle,  that  if  his  reading  was  borne  out  by  the  original,  even  though  there 
miaht  be  reason  to  think  that  the  original  might  admit  of  a different  reading,  yet 
that  still  the  book  being  printed,  I was  not  to  reckon  those  as  errors.  As  an  illus- 
tration I would  mention  the  case  of  a person  mentioned  here.  Peter  de  Cole- 
cherch,  a name  which  was  perfectly  familiar  to  me,  though  it  stands  here  Peter 
De  Colecherb,  struck  through.  Now  I remember  having  a discussion  with  Mr. 
Devon  about  this.  I told  him  it  was  Peter  De  Colecherch,  but  the  final  letter 
appeared  to  be  the  letter  b struck  through.  It  is  probably  an  h,  ill  written. 

6298.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  expense  of  the  cancellation 
was  to  he  defrayed,  and  was  in  fact  defrayed,  by  Mr.  Devon  himself,  and  that 
you  were  willing  to  overlook  some  alleged,  or  even  ascertained  errors,  because  you 
were  unwilling  to  impose  an  additional  expense  upon  him  in  a matter  which  you 
did  not  regard  as  a matter  of  primary  importance  ?— By  no  means,  any  ascertained 
errors  affecting  the  sense ; the  difficulty  is  in  the  phrase  “ ascertained  errors,”  for 
this  Peter  De  Colecherb  could  not  be  called  an  ascertained  error,  nor  was  I enti- 
tled to  say  that  it  was  an  ascertained  error,  the  manuscript  appearing  to  favour  that 
orthography. 

6299.  Then  though  it  was  an  error  in  fact,  if  it  were  a transcript  from'  an  error 
in  the  original  document,  you  would  not  have  considered  it  necessary  that  Mr. 
Devon,  according  to  his  opinion  of  editorial  duty,  should  have  made  the  alteration, 
and  you  would  not  have  considered  it  necessary  to  impose  upon  him  the  cost  of 
makino-  the  alteration  ?— That  depends  upon  a very  important  principle  relating  to 
all  these  books ; and  that  is,  the  extent  of  the  rights  of  an  editor  when  engaged  upon 
manuscripts  of  this  description.  We  are  printing  here  from  a single  manuscript. 
It  may  not  be  possible,  from  various  causes,  to  determine  in  some  cases  with  cer- 
tainty what  the  reading  is ; one  record  man  may  read  it  one  way,  and  another 
another,  and  no  blame  to  either.  The  extent  to  which  accessory  evidence  is  to  be 
introduced  requires  also  to  be  determined. 

6300.  The  commission  has  been  charged  with  having  printed  things  already 

printed,  and  you  have  referred  to  their  new  edition  of  Rymer  as  being  in  the  very 
terms  of  the  proposition  a matter  to  which  such  charge  applies  ; do  you  know  any 
other  instance  in  which  the  commission  have  printed  anything  which  had  been  previ- 
ously printed  ?— Of  course  the  Museum  Catalogues  and  the  Statutes  are  to  a cer- 
tain extent  reprints.  , . c , 

6301.  Is  there  any  publication  which  has  issued  under  the  autnonty  ot  the 
Record  Commission,  which  can  be  considered  as  a reprint  of  a former  work? — I am 
not  acquainted  with  any  reprint  of  records,  except  of  this  half-year’s  Patent  Roll, 
which  is  in  this  volume  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti  from  the  Chapter  House ; that  has  been 
reprinted  in  Mr.  Hardy’s  volume  of  the  Patent  Rolls,  where  it  occupies  about  two 
sheets  ;'  I have  understood  that  Mr.  Hardy  proposed  that  the  expense  of  it  should 
b'e‘  borne  by  himself;  but,  with  that  exception,  I am  not  aware  of  there  having 
been  anything  of  any  extent  reprinted  in  the  works.  There  are  things  that  have 
come  before  me,  in  preparing  the  appendix  to  the  general  report,  which  have  been 
printed  before,  and  I have  in  consequence  determined  to  reject  them-  I have  even 
opposed  my  opinion  to  the  wish  of  a commissioner  to  reprint  a large  portion  ot 
matter  collected  by  him,  of  great  value  in  itself,  because  it  had  been  printed  before. 

6302.  Do  you  conceive  that  any  publication  now  iri  progress  ought  to  be  sus- 
pended to  allow  time  for  further  search,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  no  further  mate- 
rials exist  which  would  complete  such  publication  ? — I do  not  think  that  any  work 
that  is  now  in  progress  need  or  ought  to  be  suspended  in  the  expectation  that  any- 
thing will  be  found  that  ought  to  make  part  of  it. 
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6303.  Do  you  conceive  the  contents  of  the  offices  of  records  to  be  already  well  Rev.  J.  Hunter. 

and  sufficiently  ascertained? — I consider  that  the  contents  of  the  offices  are  gene-  

rally  well  ascertained ; that  is,  that  the  ascertainment  has  gone  to  a very  great  length  24  June  ,836. 
indeed.  There  are  some  small  portions  in  several  of  the  offices  which  may  not  be 

ascertained  ; indeed  in  some  of  the  cases  there  are  classes  which,  though  the  gene- 
ral nature  of  them  is  known,  yet  the  special  matter  in  them  is  hot  ascertained. 

6304.  Would  not  catalogues  or  calendars  serve  in  many  cases,  as  well  as  the 
the  publication  of  an  entire  document  or  series  of  documents  ? — I think  so  ; the 
commission  has  already  published  various  catalogues  and  calendars,  and  it  is  going 
on  doing  so.  There  are  catalogues  and  calendars  now  going  through  the  press. 

6305.  Have  you  formed  any  estimate  in  your  own  mind  of  the  extent  to 
which  you  would  carry  the  publication  of  records  ? — If  I were  to  consult  my  own 
peculiar  views,  I should  say  the  extent  would  be  very  great  indeed.  I can  hardly 
conceive  of  limiting  it,  inasmuch  as  I look  upon  these  records  as  I look  upon  any 
historical  fragment;  and  I think  it  is  just  of  as  much  importance  to  publish  any 
inedited  letter  of  a king,  or  anything  in  which  the  State  is  at  all  concerned,  as  it  is 
to  publish  a newly  discovered  coin  or  medal. 

6306.  In  that  opinion  have  you  considered  the  expense  which  would  be  involved 
in  a publication  so  almost  unlimited  as  that? — Certainly  ; when  I spoke  of  that  as 
being  my  own  views  and  my  own  inclination,  I by  no  means  intended  to  be  under- 
stood that  I expect  such  views  to  be  carried  out  in  practice.  I would  have  as  much 
published  as  possible,  and  I should  not  be  disposed  to  begrudge  even  a very  con- 
siderable expenditure,  because  I feel  that  no  history  can  be  sound  without  this 
information,  and  that  such  information  can  hardly  be  bought  too  dearly ; ' it  comes 
under  the  category  of  the  value  of  knowledge,  and  I think  that  to  diffuse  sound 
information  among  the  people  is  one  of  the  highest  offices  of  a wise  and  enlightened 
government. 

6307.  You  state  that  you  do  not  conceive  that  any  publication  now  in  progress 
ought  to  be  suspended  ; do  you  conceive  that  the  commission  exercised  a sound 
discretion  in  suspending  the  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  Rymer  ? — I do. 

6308.  So  far  as  you  know  the  constitution  of  the  commission,  and  its  work-in* 
do  you  consider  that  it  is  practically  adapted  to  promote  the  general  objects  con- 
fided to  it  by  the  King? — So  far  as  a subordinate  member  of  this  commission  may 
give  an  opinion  upon  that  question,  I can  say  that,  as  far  as  my  own  practice  and 
my  own  duties  under  the  commission  have  enabled  me  to  understand  the  working 
of  the  commission,  it  has  been  in  every  respect  what  I could  desire  it  to  be.  I 
have  found  the  commission  desirous  and  anxious  to  do  everything  which  is  required 
from  them  in  the  terms  of  their  commission,  and  to  do  it  in  the  best  manner. 

6309.  The  last  question,  and  the  question  now  about  to  be  put  to  you,  proceed 
upon  a full  feeling  of  the  delicacy  of  your  own  position  : Are  you  prepared  to  state 
to  the  Committee  that  you  have  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  the  profes- 
sional engagements  of  the  secretary  ; and  if  there  be  a difficulty  in  your  own  mind 

in  giving  the  answer,  the  Committee  will  make  the  fullest  allowance  for  it  ? I do 

not  feel  any  difficulty.  The  only  inconvenience  that  I can  at  all  speak  of  as  an  in- 
convenience that  I have  experienced,  has  been,  that  I have  occasionally  had  to 
go  into  the  courts  to  speak  to  the  secretary  there,  which  is  not  so  convenient  as 
speaking  to  him  at  his  own  chambers : but  generally  I have  found  him  at  his 
chambers,  where  I have  always  found  him  easily  accessible,  prompt  in  executing 
any  business  he  had  to  perform,  and  explicit  in  any  directions  I had  to  receive 
from  him,  looking  upon  him  as  the  organ  by  which  the  commissioners  communi- 
cated with  the  sub-commissioners. 

6310.  Continuing  to  you  the  same  discretion,  because  admitting  the  same  deli- 
cacy in  the  question  now  about  to  be  put  to  you,  as  in  the  two  fqrmer  questions  : 

Are  you  prepared  to  state  to  the  Committee  your  sense  of.  the  value  of  the  secre- 
tary’s work  on  the  public  records,  entitled,  Cooper  on  Records,  two  volumes 
octavo  ?— That  work  is  to  be  looked  at  in  the  character  of  a compilation,  rather 
than  as  an  original  work,  being  made  up  of  a great  variety  of  matters  contributed 
by  various  persons,  and  the  portions  of  it  are  of  different  degrees  of  merit ; com- 
bining also,  as  it  does,  the  opinions  of  so  many  persons,  there  may  be  even  contra- 
dictions, and  there  are  some  things  which  require  re-examination.  They  do  not 
go  forth  as  the  opinions  of  the  editor  or  the  author ; they  are  the  opinions  of 
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Rev.  J.  Hunter,  persons  whose  writings  are  there  collected  together.  But  as  a Manual  of  Record 

Literature,  I hold  it  in  very  high  estimation ; there  is  no  book  which  resembles 

?Si  June  1836.  it-  there  is  nothing  which  can  be  put.  into  the  hands  of  a person,  who  may  be 
supposed  to  be  a student  in  record  literature,  with  equal  propriety  with  this  work 
of  Mr.  Cooper’s.  That  is  the  light  in  which  1 regard  the  book,  and  I consequently 
look  upon  it  as  a very  valuable  and  useful  work  ; at  the  same  time  reserving  the 
point,  that  made  up  as  it  is  of  contributions  of  various  people,  there  will  be  found 
various  opinions,  and  some  things  which  perhaps  might,  on  revision,  be  as  well 
omitted. 

6311.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  sufficiently  announced  and  acknowledged  that 
the  work  is  a compilation,  and  consists  of  authorities  different  in  their  origin  and 
value  ? — I think  it  is.  There  is  one  expression  which  is  perpetually  occurring  in 
it,  “ from  an  unpublished  manuscript,”  and  a very  large  proportion  of  it  consists 
of  prefaces  which  have  been  prefixed  to  different  publications  of  the  commission ; 
there  is  nothing  like  what  i should  call  an  author’s  composition  in  it. 

6312.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  made  himself  sufficiently  responsible 
in  his  personal  character  for  the  work  published  under  his  name  ? — He  cannot  have 
made  himself  responsible  for  all  the  statements  in  it,  because  there  are  some  statements 
there  at  variance  with  each  other ; he  gives  one  thing  as  the  opinion  of  one  correspon- 
dent, and  then  the  opinion  of  some  one  else ; and  I dare  say  if  some  of  the  quotations 
were  collated  with  the  originals,  there  might  be  found  some  things  to  be  corrected. 

6313.  It  is  understood  that  you  have  prepared  an  analysis  or  abstract  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Surveys  in  the  library  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; have  you 
experienced  any  difficulty  in  gaining  access  to  them,  or  in  the  performance  of  your 
duties  under  the  commission,  in  your  searches  at  Lambeth ? — Not  the  least;  his 
Grace  was  pleased  to  direct  that  his  officers  should  give  me  every  possible  facility. 
I was  several  weeks  engaged  in  the  work,  and  I experienced  from  his  Grace’s 
officers  every  possible  attention.  The  result  is,  that  the  commission  will  soon  put 
the  public  in  possession  of  a knowledge  of  the  places  concerning  which  information 
is  to  be  found  in  those  surveys,  which  Mr.  Boteler  has  this  morning  told  the  Com- 
mittee it  is  so  desirable  that  the  public  should  possess. 

6314.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, in  the  matters  of  records,  and  in  the  publications  connected  with  archeolo- 
gical literature,  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  result  of  such  proceedings,  and  the 
value  of  any  publications  carried  on  by  such  foreign  governments  ? — I only  know, 
generally,  that  such  operations  are  being  carried  on  by  foreign  governments  ; and  I 
have  seen  works,  without  having  examined  them,  which  have  been  published  by 
foreign  governments,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  ours. 

6315.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Have  you  seen  any  of  the  publications  of  the  Danish 
government,  which  have  lately  appeared,  on  the  subject  of  early  Scandinavian 
law  ?— No,  I have  not.  I beg  to  say  that  I understand  that  a volume,  the  Rotuli 
Selecti,  in  the  title-page  of  which  my  name  appears,  has  been  submitted  to  a witness 
on  a former  day,  and  that  he  has  spoken  of  it  unfavourably ; and  I request  per- 
mission to  see  the  copy  which  was  exhibited  to  the  Committee. 

\Mr.  Cole,  being  present,  delivered  the  Volume  to  Mr.  Hunter  for  his 
inspection.'] 

Patrick  Fraser  Tytler , Esq.,  made  the  following  Statement : 

P.  F.  Tytler , 1 request  to  add  to  my  evidence,  given  on  a former  day,  that  I have  found  the 

Esq-  llotuli  Scotim  of  very  valuable  assistance  in  the  History  of  Scotland. 
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Lunce,  270  die  Junii,  1836. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 
Mr.  Pusey. 

Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis. 
Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Hawes. 

Dr,.  Bowring. 

Right  Hon.  C.W.Willia 


Wynn. 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


James  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6316.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  the  Consul  for  the  Hanse  Towns? — I am  Agent 
und  Consul-General  for  the  Hanse  Towns,  and  Consul-General  for  Saxony. 

6317.  Has  any  correspondence  taken  place  between  you  and  the  Record  Com- 
mission respecting  the  publications  of  the  board? — Yes,  on  applications  from  the 
public  libraries  at  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Lubec,  Dresden,  and  Leipsig. 

6318.  Were  copies  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  sent  to  the 
libraries  of  which  you  speak  ? — Yes. 

6319.  Were  they  esteemed  a valuable  and  acceptable  present? — Yes,  un- 
doubtedly ; the  authorities  have  expressed  themselves  very  strongly  to  that  effect ; 
they  described  them  at  Hamburgh  as  a very  valuable  gift,  stating,  “ I beg  you 
will,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt,  express  the  Senate’s  gratitude  for  this  particular 
attention  and  valuable  gift,  and  add,  that  the  Senate  will  feel  happy  if  the  archives 
and  libraries  of  Hamburgh  can  afford  any  assistance  to  the  interesting  labours  of 
the  Record  Commission.  26th  Nov.  1832.”  Then  from  Bremen,  “ The  truly  mag- 
nificent present  of  the  Record  Commission  already  occupies  its  place  in  the  Bremen 
public  library,  and  has  been  duly  noticed  as  it  ought  in  an  article  in  our  newspaper. 
2d  July  1833.”  Then  from  Lubeck,  8th  Mars  1833.  “ Le  senat,  monsieur,  tres 
sensible  aux  bons  offices  que  vous  avez  employes  et  continues  au  sujet  de  la  riche 
et  remarquable  collection  des  actes  publiques  Anglais,  me  charge  de  vousrepondre 
et  de  vous  remercier  ; la  collection  dont  vous  nous  faites  esperer  d'etre  regales  par 
la  liberalite  du  Gouvernement  Britannique  formerait  un  des  plus  grands  orn&nens 
de  notre  biblioth&que.  23d  Mai.”  Then  there  is  a letter  from  Saxony  to  the 
same  effect,  also  in  French. 

6320.  Was  a desire  expressed  on  the  part  of  other  towns  to  become  possessed 
of  the  works? — Yes,  several  others ; for  example,  Wolfenbiittel  and  Halle  ; they 
applied  to  me  for  them  to  be  sent  there,  but  not  being  in  Saxony  or  the  Hanse 
Towns,  I have  nothing  to  say  to  them. 

6321.  I suppose  the  Germans  resemble  the  English  in  that  particular;  they 
like  getting  anything  they  can  for  nothing,  anything  in  the  shape  of  a present  ? — 
They  would  not  value  a present  unless  it  was  worth  having. 

6322.  If  they  got  it  absolutely  for  nothing,  they  would  not  look  at  a gift  horse 
in  the  mouth  any  more  than  the  English  would  ; these  works  were  given  to  them 
free  of  any  expense  ? — Yes,  except  the  packing,  freight,  and  carriage. 

6323.  Were  these  collections  regarded  upon  the  Continent  as  valuable  contri- 
butions to  historical  literature  ? — Yes,  certainly,  as  the  above  extracts  record,  con- 
firmed by  the  verbal  reports  of  persons  from  the  Hanse  Towns  and  Saxony,  who 
have  from  time  to  time  been  introduced  to  me. 

6324.  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  persons  engaged  in  inquiries  into  the 
history  of  ancient  institutions  and  ancient  systems  of  jurisprudence  in  different 
states  of  the  German  confederacy  did  resort  to  these  publications  as  sources  of 
information  r — I have  every  reason  to  believe  so,  because  I know  that  they  have 
been  resorted  to  by  John  Martin  Leppenberg,  Doctor  of  Laws  and  Archevist  of 
Hamburgh,  “ an  antiquarian  of  distinguished  reputation  and  acknowledged  merit, 
well  versed  in  the  old  Saxon  literature,  and  in  early  English  history,  upon  which 
•he  has  written  and  published ; his  ingenuous  and  laborious  researches  into  these 
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J.  Colquhoun,  Esq.  records  have  and  will  bear  ample  fruit,  in  the  opinion  of  competent  judges ; others 

will  no  doubt  follow  his  example.”  I quote  the  language  of  the  syndic  secretary 

27  June  1836.  of  state  at  Hamburgh. 

6325.  So  that  you  think  that  historical  science  on  the  Continent  has  been  bene- 
fited by  the  labours  of  the  English  Record  Commission  ? — Yes,  unquestionably,  and 
will  continue  to  be  benefited,  from  the  habits  of  industrious  research  which  the 
Germans  delight  in,  especially  as  regards  antiquarian  and  historical  science  ; besides, 
the  Holstein,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck  people,  and  those  of  the  circle  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Saxony,  consider  their  country  as  the  father  land  of  Great  Britain 
and  (to  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  syndic  secretaires  of  state  on  the  occasion) 

‘ * take  a deep  interest  in  their  prosperous  descendants  beyond  the  sea.”  The 
Hanseatic  governments  have  therefore  during  the  last  30  years  selected  an  English- 
man as  their  agent  and  consul-general  here,  to  whose  care  they  have  confided  then- 
political  and  commercial  negotiations,  from  a perfect  confidence  in  the  English 
character,  and  a belief  that  the  interests  of  the  two  countries  are  identified. 

6326.  As  you  think  that  historical  science  on  the  Continent  has  been  so  much 
benefited  by  the  labours  of  the  Record  Commission,  can  you  point  out  any  one  dis- 
covery relating  to  any  topic  of  history  on  which  those  publications  have  produced 
information  in  Germany  ? — I myself  have  not  read  the  records ; I can  only  speak 
from  what  I hear  of  the  opinions  of  others,  and  cite  Dr.  Lappenberg’s  work  on 
the  Anglo-Saxon  period  of  English  literature,  about  to  be  translated  into  English, 
having  reference  to  these  records  as  authority. 

- 6327.  You  cannot  state  what  fruits  those  very  beneficial  publications  have 
produced? — No,  not  in  addition  to  what  I have  already  stated  as  regards 
Hamburgh. 

6328.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  But  in  your  diplomatic  character  you  convey  to 
the  Committee  the  opinions  you  have  l'eceived  from  others  with  whom  you  are 
connected  on  the  Continent? — I do. 

6329.  Chairman .]  Does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  present  of  these  works  has 
contributed  to  promote  friendly  international  relations  ? — Yes,  certainly;  they  have 
iended  to  make  the  learned  in  Germany  acquainted  with  early  English  records,  and 
they  have  produced  a friendly  feeling  towards  Great  Britain,  as  I believe. 

6330.  A present  of  any  kind  will  produce  a friendly  feeling  towards  those  from 
whom  it  comes? — Yes,  fi-iendly  presents,  as  in  this  case,  if  worth  having;  but 
unless  they  are  valuable  they  would  be  hardly  thanked  for  as  waste  paper,  the 
receiver  paying  the  carriage,  &c. 

6331.  But  it  would  be  a compliment  and  produce  a good  feeling? — Yes. 

6332.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Especially  among  persons  who  have  a more 
accurate  knowledge  than  you  have  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  work? — They  would 
be  more  esteemed  by  those  who  know  their  value  than  by  those  who  do  not,  which 
is  my  case. 

6333.  Chairman.]  Are  you  able  to  state,  either  from  any  representation  to 
yourself,  or  from  your  own  observation,  that  this  present  is  likely  to  operate  bene- 
ficially in  facilitating  the  access  of  English  travellers  to  the  libraries  and  repositories 
of  papers  and  archives  on  the  Continent  ? — I should  presume  so,  on  the  ground  of 
reciprocity,  and  I should  not  hesitate  on  that  ground  to  give  letters  of  introduction 
to  English  persons  going  to  those  cities  to  have  access  to  the  public  libraries  there, 
in  consequence  of  the  foundation  laid  by  this  country  by  the  present  of  these 
records. 

6334.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  In  your  diplomatic  character,  are  you  aware 
whether  many  applications  are  made  to  the  King’s  Government  for  the  publications 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I only  know  the  cases  of 
Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Lubec,  Dresden,  Leipsic,  Halle  and  Wolfenbiittel,  and  I 
think  Giesan  and  Saxe  Weimar. 


Mr.  Obadiah  Rich,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6335.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  YOU  are,  I believe,  a bookseller,  having  extensive 
Mr.  Obadiah  Rich,  correspondence  with  the  United  States? — I am  an  agent  for  the  purchase  of  books 

* for  several  institutions  in  America. 

6336.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  publications  that  have  issued  under  the 

authority 
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authority  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  ? — I have  forwarded  sets  of  Mr.  Obadiak  Rick- 
^633 7-  Can  you  state  generally  how  many  sets  you  have  sent? — Upwards  27  June  1836. 

6338.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  sets  have  been  transmitted  to  the  United 
States  as  presents  from  the  King’s  Government  here  to  any  of  the  institutions  in 
the  United  States? — Yes,  all  the  copies  I forwarded  were  sent  in  that  way. 

6339-  Can  you  state  to  this  Committee  with  what  feelings  such  presents  have 
been  received  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ?— They  have  been 
received  with  very  extraordinary  sensations  of  gratitude  for  the  presents  made  to 
them.  I have  all  these  letters  [ producing  a bundle  of  papers ] ; they  are  letters  of 
thanks  from  different  institutions  and  different  individuals  ; some  of  them  enclosing 
letters  to  the  commissioners,  which  I have  handed  over  to  Mr.  Cooper. 

6340.  Be  pleased  to  select  one  or  two  letters  and  read  them  to  the  Committee, 
any  one  or  two  which,  from  the  position  of  the  parties,  may  most  fully  represent  the 
sense  entertained  by  historical  and  legal  inquirers,  or  by  public  bodies  in  the  United 
States?— Most  of  these  letters  covered  letters  of  thanks  to  the  commissioners  ; 
they  apply  mostly  to  myself.  I observe  a number  of  other  societies  applied  to  me 
afterwards  to  see  if  I could  get  copies  sent  to  them  ; all  these  letters  are  expressive 
of  thanks.  The  following  will  serve  as  a specimen  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  all 
of  them: 

David  Ridglely,  Esq.  Librarian  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

“Permit  me  to  express  my  high  gratification  on  the  perusal  of  your  correspondence 
with  C.  P-  Cooper,  Esq.  relative  to  the  presentation  by  the  British  Government  of  rare 
and  valuable  works  now  publishing  to  the  several  public  libraries  of  this  country.  This 
act  of  munificence  on  the  part  of  that  enlightened  and  magnanimous  nation  cannot  fail  to 
be  properly  appreciated  by  the  American  people.” 

Rev.  Hector  Humphries,  d.d.,  President  of  St.  John’s  College. 

“ Any  return  which  we  may  have  it  in  our  power  to  make  to  reciprocate  the  noble 
munificence  thus  manifested  to  our  country,  it  will  afford  us  the  highest  pleasure  to 
render.” 

University  of  Virginia. 

“ It  is  ordered  that  the  chairman  of  the  Faculty  do  communicate,  in  suitable  terms, 
to  the  proper  authorities  of  Great  Britain,  through  Mr.  Rich,  of  London,  the  sense  enter- 
tained by  the  rector  and  visitors  of  the  University  of  Virginia  of  the  courtesy  and  good 
feeling  so  conspicuously  manifested  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  in  the  present 
instance,  and  that  they  will  order  the  valuable  publications  presented  to  be  placed  in 
their  library,  as  an  honourable  evidence  alike  of  the  zeal  of  that  Government  for  the 
diffusion  of  useful  learning,  and  of  the  liberal  sentiments  of  national  amity  and  considera- 
tion which  prompted  the  offering. 

“ C.  Bonnycastle,  Chairman.” 

University  of  Alabama. 

“ On  behalf  of  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  this  University,  allow  me  to  express  sincere 
and  heartfelt  thanks  for  this  exhibition  of  British  kindness  and  liberality,  and  also  for 
your  agency  in  the  affair.  Please  to  make  these  acknowledgments  acceptable  to  those 
concerned,  &c. 

“ A.  Wood,  President.” 


12,  Red  Lion-square,  London,  February  22,  1834. 

By  the  annexed  correspondence,  you  will  perceive  that  the  British  Government  intend 
to  present  to  the  library  of  your  institution  a complete  set  of  the  valuable  publications  of 
the  Record  Commission,  a catalogue  of  which  you  will  also  find  herewith : as  soon  as 
they  are  ready,  they  will  be  sent  by  one  of  the  packet  ships  to  New  York,  to  the  care  of 
Messrs.  Goodhue  & Co.,  to  whom  you  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  directions  in  regard 
to  forwarding  them  to  you. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  offering  you  my  services  in  this  place,  and  remain  very 
respectfully.  Your  humble  servant, 

O.  Rich,  Agent  to  the  Library  of  Congress, 
And  to  the  principal  Literary  Institutions  in  the  United  States. 

Sir,  London,  February  21,  1834. 

In  consequence  of  your  suggestion,  that  the  Record  Commission  were  desirous  of 
presenting  copies  of  their  valuable  publications  to  some  of  the  literary  institutions  of  the 
United  States,  I have  the  honour  of  enclosing  herewith  a list  of  the  principal  libraries 

O.33.  4 c 4 where 
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Mr.  Obadiak  Rich,  where  they  would  be  most  acceptable,  and  to  which  I shall  have  great  pleasure  in  f 

es.  I have  numbered  them  according  to  their  relative  importance,  in  ordeTdiat 


27  June  1836.  the 


the  commissioners  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  which  to  send  to.  ’ Som  'V  1 
latter  numbers  are  inserted  more  on  account  of  their  locality,  there  beino-  other  lib6  ' "le 
more  importance,  but  situated  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the*  institution*"68  °f 
tioned  in  the  first  part  of  the  list.  It  will  be  a great  gratification  to  me  to  be  the  m r6”’ 
of  transmitting  to  the  United  States  this  noble  mark  of  the  liberality  and  good  UQl 
the  British  Government  towards  my  country,  and  I feel  confident  that  it  will  be  prod  ! °* 
of  the  happiest  effects  in  drawing  together  the  bonds  of  union  between  two  nation«tlVe 
closely  allied  by  natural  ties  than  any  other  two  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  raore 

0 r>  n t’  I have,  &c. 

U.  1 . Cooper,  hsq.  q , 

Secretary  to  the  Record  Commission,  8tc.  &c.  &c.  ' ilch’ 


Public  Libraries, 

1.  The  Philadelphia  Library,  Philadelphia. — Pennsylvania. 

2.  The  Boston  Atheneeum,  Boston. — Massachusetts. 

3.  The  New  York  Society  Library,  New  York. — New  York. 

4.  The  Charleston  Society  Library,  Charleston. — South  Carolina. 

5.  The  Baltimore  City  Library,  Baltimore. — Maryland. 

6.  The  New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  New  York. 


University  Libraries. 

14.  The  Library  of  Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick. — Maine. 

11.  The  Library  ot  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover. — New  Hampshire. 

7.  The  Library  of  Harvard  University,  Cambridge. — Massachusetts. 

12.  The  Library  of  Amherst  College,  Amherst. — Massachusetts. 

15.  The  Library  of  Brown  University,  Providence. — Rhode  Island. 

8.  The  Library  of  Yale  College,  New  Haven. — Connecticut. 

16.  The  Library  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton. — New  Jersey. 

g.  The  Library  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville. — Virginia. 

17.  The  Library  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill.— North  Carolina 

10.  The  Library  of  the  College  of  South  Carolina,  Columbia.— South  Carolina. 

18.  The  Library  of  the  University  of  Georgia,  Athens. — Georgia. 

19.  The  Library  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa. — Alabama. 

13.  The  Library  of  Transylvania  University,  Lexington. — Kentucky. 

21.  The  Library  of  St.  Louis  University,  St.  Louis. — Missouri. 

20.  The  Library  of  the  University  of  Ohio,  Athens. — Ohio. 

S‘r’  New  Boswell-ccurt,  Lincoln’s-inn,  Feb.  22,  1834. 

Being  assured  that  His  Majesty’s  Government  and  the  Record  Commissioners  enter- 
tain sentiments  in  all  respects  corresponding  to  those  which  you  recently  stated  to  me 
were  entertained  by  the  United  States  towards  the  British  Isles,  I have  had  no  hesitation 
in  instructing  His  Majesty’s  printers  to  prepare  sets  of  the  record  publications  for  the 
whole  of  the  American  libraries  mentioned  in  the  list  accompanying  your  letter  of 
yesterday.  J 


O.  Rich,  Esq. 


I am,  &c. 

C.  P.  Cooper. 


6341-  Chairman .]  What  is  there  in  those  thanks  to  justify  your  expression  of 
“extraordinary  sensations  of  gratitude”? — It  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
valuable  presents  that  could  be  sent  to  them  by  the  parties  they  have  been 
sent  to. 

142.  Sir  Robert  II.  Jnglis.~]  In  what  year  were  you  first  engaged  in  trans- 
1.11  ng  sets  of  these  works  to  the  United  States  ? — In  1834. 

6o-43-  Do  you  know  whether  any  had  been  previously  sent  through  any  other 
channel  ?— One  other  copy  was  sent  to  the  library  of  Congress  of  the  United- 
States,  which  was  in  7 833  ; I had  some  instructions  to  see  to  the  obtaining  it ; it 
was  considered  when  it  .was  sent  as  a very  interesting  collection. 

6344*  Do  you  happen  to  know  in  what  year  the  existing  Record  Commission 
was  appointed  ? No,  I do  not ; Sir  .James  Mackintosh  was  applied  to,  about 
seven  years  ago,  for  the  set  sent  to  the  library  of  Congress. 

6 3 45-  Can  you  state  generally  to  the  Committee  that  the  present  of  these 
works  was  regarded  as  a very  acceptable  manifestation  of  good  feeling  on  the  part 
of  England  towards  the  people  of  the  United  States?— Yes;  I have  100  letters  from 
different  persons,  expressive  of  the  same  feeling.  I have  also  seen  articles  to  the  same 
effect  in  the  American  newspapers,  and  every  person  I have  seen  from  the  United 
States  has  uniformly  expressed  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  the  importance  and 

value 
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value  of  these  donations,  and  of  the  friendly  feeling  towards  Great  Britain  pro-  Mr>  obadiuh  Rich 
duced  by  their  reception. 

• 27  June  1836. 

Edward  Wedlake  Brayley,  f.s.a.,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

6346.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglisi]  YOU  are  the  Librarian,  I believe,  of  the  Russell  e w n 1 

Institution  ? — Yes  ; I am  librarian  and  secretary.  f.s.a. 

6347.  And  you  have  for  many  years. been  engaged  in  topographical  pursuits  ? — ' 

36  or  37  years. 

6348.  In  the  first  instance  in  association  with  Mr.  Britton  ? — Yes  ; we  began 
the  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales  in  1800. 

6349.  In  the  course  of  the  researches  in  which  you  have  been  engaged  have 
you  had  occasion  to  consult  the  publications  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  suc- 
cessive Commissions  of  Records  ? — Very  frequently. 

6350.  Have  they  contributed  materially  to  assist  you  in  your  pursuits  ? — I con- 
sider that  they  have,  and  more  particularly  in  the  recent  work  we  have  published 
on  the  late  Houses  of  Parliament. 

635  "*  * you  have  proceeded  with  any  satisfaction  to  yourself  without  them? 

—No;  they  have  been  of  the  most  essential  service  ; sometimes  by  way  of  index, 
and  at  other  times  by  the  information  that  they  have  especially  contained. 

6352.  Do  you  conceive  that  any  persons  engaged  in  those  pursuits  can  engage 
in  them  without  feeling  the  great  advantage  of  having  such  materials  prepared 
as  are  prepared  in  the  series  of  works  in  question  ? — Certainly  not. 

6353.  Looking  at  those  publications  as  one  grand  series,  do  you  or  do  you  not 
regard  them  as  containing  the  largest  materials  for  topography  as  well  as  for 
constitutional  history  which  the  country  has  produced  ? — Yes,  I do  consider 
them  so. 

6354.  Will  you  specify  any  of  the  works,  selecting  them  from  the  mass? — There 
are  so  many  of  them  which  I consider  extremely  valuable,  that  it  will  be  somewhat 
difficult  to  specify  any  in. particular,  but  I would  at  once  say  that  the  Hundred  Rolls 
have  been  of  use,  and  the  Originalia  and  the  Fcedera  and  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

6355*  When  you  say  the  Fcedera,  do  you  mean  that  the  additions  incorporated 
in  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  have  been  so  important  to  you  as  to  justify 
your  specification  of  that  work  as  one  of  those  from  which  you  have  derived  the 
most  advantage,  considering  there  were  three  other  editions"  of  the  Fcedera  ?— It 
was  the  Hague  edition  which  I have  chiefly  consulted,  and  also  the  volumes  pub- 
lished by  the  Record  Commission. 

6356-  Do  y°u  consider  that  the  additions  made  to  the  old  edition  have  been  so 
considerable  in  number  or  in  value  as  to  justify  you  in  specifying  such  publication: 
as  one  of  those  works  from  which  you  have  derived  the  most  advantage? — Perhaps 
not,  as  regards  the  additions  made  to  it ; but  I have  looked  them  over  for  par- 
ticular objects.  I have  not  looked  over  the  volumes  published  by  the  commissioners 
generally,  but  I have  looked  over  them  for  the  particular  object  on  which  I was. 
engaged,  and  sometimes  I have  found  assistance  in  the  new  edition. 

6357-  Many  of  the  publications  are  catalogues  and  calendars? — The  catalogues 
are,  1 think,  particularly  useful  as  saving  a great  deal  of  time. 

■ 6358.  Taking  one  of  those  calendars  or  catalogues  into  your  hand,  and  referring, 
to  any  subject  which  you  wished  to  consult,  can  you  state  that  your  own  occupations- 
have  been  such  as  to  allow  you  to  have  referred  to  the  original  documents  without  the 
advantage  thus  furnished  to  you  in  the  shape  of  a calendar  or  catalogue  ? — Certainly 
they  would  not.  They  have  been  of  the  most  essential  service,  in  point  of  saving  time, 
in  having  them  before  me.  I am  now  speaking  of  the  set  presented  to  the  Russell 
Institution  ; before  I had  that  set  I was  obliged  to  refer  to  the  British  Museum, 
or  to  friends  of  my  own  who  had  them  in  their  possession,  which  was  attended 
with  much  loss  of  time  and  inconvenience. 

6359-  Do  you  or  not  consider,  on  the  same  ground,  the  possession  of  these 
works  is  the  means  of  economizing  the  time  of  literary  and  legal  inquirers  by 
enabling  them  to  see  at  one  view  in  their  own  rooms  that  which  they  could' 
not  otherwise  have  seen  except  in  distinct  repositories  at  distant  places? — 

Assuredly  so. 

6360-  So  that  the  utmost  which  could  have  been  expected,  even  if  the  several 
lecord  offices  were  thrown  more  open  to  literary  men,  would  be  that  a small  single 

ocument  might  be  sometimes  consulted  with  more  advantage,  but  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  documents  could  not  be  brought  so  near  to  you  for  practical  purposes- 
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of  consultation,  as  they  are  in  the  shape  of  the  volumes  issuing,  and  which  have 
issued,  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  and  which  are  now  upon 
the  shelves  of  the  Russell  Institution  ? — In  a certain  degree  that  would  depend 
upon  the  time  and  the  opportunity  allowed  in  the  record  offices  to  consult  the 
documents  ; but  I consider  it  a great  saving  of  time  to  have  them  before  me 
and  even  as  good  indexes  of  what  may  be  contained  in  the  different  repositories. 

6361.  The  Committee  are  fully  aware  that  Doomsday  Book,  in  its  original  form 
was  not  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Commission  of  Public  Records! 
Without  reference  now  to  the  additions  or  the  introduction,  but  from  your  own 
knowledge  and  topographical  inquiries,  and  your  inquiries  in  connexion  with  the 
general  history  of  the  earlier  days  of  England,  have  you  reason  to  think  that  such 
materials  as  Doomsday  Book  furnishes  could  have  been  much  used  unless  it 
was  printed? — No,  I should  think  not;  the  manner  in  which  it  is  written  renders 
it  difficult  to  be  read,  and  would  prevent  many  from  generally  using  it. 

6362.  Applying  the  same  observation,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  to  the  sub- 
ordinate works  published  since  the  additions  to  Doomsday  proceeded  from  the  press 
under  the  authority  of  the  commission,  will  you  state  how  far  the  Valor  Eccle- 
siasticus,  the  Taxatio  Papm  Nicolai,  and  works  of  that  sort,  have  been  more  used 
and  more  serviceable  in  the  printed  state  than  if  they  had  remained  in  their 
manuscript  form  ? — I can  have  no  doubt  that  they  must  have  been  of  far  more 
service  in  a printed  form  than  in  a manuscript  state. 

6363.  Do  you  look  at  the  service  which  these  publications  may  have  rendered 
to  the  literary  and  legal  inquiries  of  Englishmen,  or  to  those  of  the  topographical 
inquirer  only,  or  do  you  regard  them  as  also  valuable  to  the  student  in  general 
history  and  constitutional  archaeology  ? — I consider  them  of  great  utility  in  all  the 
branches  of  literature  connected  with  subjects  of  antiquity. 

6364.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  publications  under  the  authority  of  the 
present  commission,  as  distinguished  from  the  publications  under  the  authority  of 
the  former  commissions? — Not  having  attended  to  the  dates  of  the  former  com- 
missions I am  not ; but  I consider  that  the  Minutes  of  the  Privy  Council,  edited 
by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  and  the  Close  Rolls,  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy,  are  very 
valuable,  and  equal  to  any  that  have  gone  before  them,  or  even  superior. 

6365.  Do  you  consider  that  the  cause  of  general  literature  would  suffer  if  pub- 
lications such  as  you  have  specified  were  discontinued? — I think  it  would. 

6366.  With  that  estimate  of  the  publications  which  you  have  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  having  been  engaged  yourself  in  topographical  researches  and  topo- 
graphical publications,  extending  for  37  years,  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  that 
such  a series  would  have  been  likely  to  have  been  undertaken  as  a commercial 
speculation  by  any  individual  bookseller,  or  any  associated  booksellers  ? — I think 
not.  I am  perfectly  satisfied  there  could  have  been  no  profit  nor  any  reasonable 
compensation. 

6367.  Then  if  the  publications  be  intrinsically  valuable,  and  if  they  could  not 
have  been  undertaken  as  a matter  of  private  speculation,  do  you  regard  their 
publication  under  the  public  sanction  and  at  the  public  expense  to  have  been  a 
justifiable  application  of  public  money?— Yes,  I do. 

6368.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  state  that  under  a knowledge  of  the  cost  of  the 
commission? — No;  lam  quite  unaware  of  the  cost;  I speak  of  their  national 
utility ; and  when  a general  and  public  good  is  to  be  effected,  the  question  of 
cost  is  an  inferior  consideration. 

6369.  Supposing  600,000/.  had  been  spent  for  the  production  of  that  which 
the  two  Record  Commissions  have  produced,  would  you  then  answer  the  question  as 
you  have  answered  it  ? — I should  be  obliged  to  consider  many  other  subjects  and 
make  many  other  inquiries  before  I answered  it. 

6370.  Chairman.]  Have  you  considered  those  circumstances  or  made  those 
inquiries  before  you  answered  the  question? — No,  I have-not. 

6371.  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis.]  You  look  at  the  works  and  their  intrinsic  merit,  and 
from  the  use  which  they  have  been  to  yourself,  and  the  use  which  you  believe  them 
to  have  been  to  other  literary  and  other  legal  inquirers,  and  from  the  knowledge 
which  you  have  that  they  could  not  be  undertaken  as  a commercial  and  profitable 
speculation  by  any  bookseller,  you  regard  such  expenditure  undertaken  at  the 
public  expense  to  have  been  justifiable  ? — Yes. 

6372.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  I understand  you  that  that  opinion  is  given  without 
any  reference  to  the  sum  of  public  money  that  has  been  applied  ? — Yes. 

6373- if 
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6373.  If  you  were  told  that  they  had  cost  a million  sterling? — I should  say 
that  that  was  a very  large  sum,  and  perhaps  too  large. 

6374.  If  they  had  cost  half  a million  of  money,  should  you  say  it  was  justifiable  ? 
- — The  information  they  contain  is  so  valuable  that  a very  large  expense  was 

justifiable. 

6375.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  In  the  questions  recently  addressed  to  you,  you 
might  perhaps  be  led  to  assume  that  the  cost  of  the  volumes  which  have  issued 
from  the  press  --under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  at  the 
lowest  half  a million ; are  you  aware  what  has  been  the  total  expense  of  the  com- 
mission, including  all  the  other  expenses,  as  well  as  the  expense  of  publications 
only  ? — I am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  expense. 

6376.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Sir  Harris  Nicolas’s  Observations  on  Historical 
Literature,  page  192,  it  is  stated  that  the  printing,  binding  and  stationery  in  Eng- 
land, from  1801  to  March  1827,  has  been  the  sum  of  101,719  l.  16  s.  5 d.  ? — I 
was  not  aware  of  it  till  you  read  it,  not  having  perused  that  work  of  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas. 

6377.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Supposing  you  knew  the  fact,  that  for  35  years,  a sum 
never  less  than  10,000  l.  a year,  and  often  20,000 1.,  had  been  applied  by  the 
public  for  the  publication  of  those  records,  and  for  the  expenses  of  the  com- 
mission, should  you  state  as  a general  result  that  what  had  been  done  was  satis- 
factory to  you  ? — I am  perfectly  sensible  that  a vast  deal  of  trouble  must  have 
been  taken,  and  expense  gone  into,  for  the  arrangement,  examination  and  printing 
of  those  records  ; and  if  a great  number  of  copies  have  been  printed,  I should  not 
think  the  expense  is  too  much.  Many  gentlemen  at  the  Russell  Institution,  pro- 
fessional gentlemen  and  others,  have  been  in  the  occasional  examination  of  them, 
so  that  their  utility  has  been  general  since  they  have  been  with  us. 

6378.  Chairman.']  For  what  purposes  have  they  examined  them  ? — They  have 
been  chiefly  referred  to  by  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession. 

6379.  Did  they  find  what  they  wanted  in  them  ? — That  I cannot  answer. 

6380.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  Cole  lend  you  a work  having  a title-page  bearing 
the  designation  of £c  Selections  from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  Exchequer”? 
— No.  Mr.  Cole  never  lent  me  any  publication. 

6381.  Have  you  not  quoted  such  a work  in  your  book  ? — Yes. 

6382.  How  came  you  to  have  such  a work? — It  was  lent  to  me  by  Mr. 
Cooper. 

6383.  With  that  title-page  ? — If  it  is  quoted  with  that  title-page,  it  is  so.  I 
never  received  any  work  from  Mr.  Cole ; he  was  extremely  kind  when  I was 
making  reference  to  the  papers  in  his  office  ; and  I felt  myself  much  indebted  to 
him  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Cooper. 

6384.  The  quotation  is  this,  in  the  95th  page  of  your  work  on  the  “ Ancient 
Palace  and  late  Houses  of  Parliament  at  Westminster,”  in  a note  : “ See  £ Mem. 
de  Jacolibus  a Garderoba  R.  surreptis,’  in  £ Selections  from  the  Miscellaneous 
Records,’  recently  printed  by  the  Record  Commissioners ; ” that  is  the  work  of 
which  I was  speaking? — That  is  a work  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  so  good  as  to 
lend  me. 

John  Herman  Merivale,  Esq. ; called  in,  and  further  Examined. 

6385*  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  any  statement  to  make  to  the  Committee  respect- 
ing the  subjects  on  which  you  were  examined  on  a former  day  ? — The  Committee 
will  indulge  me  with  a short  explanation  in  correction  of  some  mistakes  that  I 
involuntarily  fell  into  on  that  occasion.  The  first  error  which  I am  anxious  to 
correct,  and  into  which  I was  inadvertently  led  by  reliance  on  distant  recollection, 
was  as  to  the  use  supposed  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Hallam  in  his  History  of  the  Middle 
Ages  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission.  I find  that  Mr.  Hallam ’s 
work  was  published  so  long  back  as  1818,  when  comparatively  few  of  these  works 
had  issued  from  the  press  ; some  unquestionably  had  issued,  as  for  instance,  the 
Harleian  and  Cottonian  Indexes,  and  others  which  were  begun,  but  few,  com- 
paratively speaking.  [A  statement  of  the  periods  of  the  publication  of  the  different 
‘works  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  was  read  to  the 
Witness.]  They  are  considerably  more  in  number  than  I had  conceived. 

0386.  As  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  works  of  Mr.  Hallam,  has  Mr. 
Hallam  in  any  edition  of  any  one  of  his  works  referred  by  name  to  any  one  of  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — I apprehend  his  references  to  the 

°-33‘  4 d 2 Fcedera 


E.  W.  Brayley, 
f.s.a.,  Esq. 


27  June  1836. 


J.  H.  Merivale , 
Esq. 
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J.  H.  Merivale,  Foedera  and  to  the  Statutes,  and  also  to  the  Parliament  Rolls,  must  be  taken  to 

Esq.  be  references  to  the  early  editions  ; at  least  I am  not  aware  that  they  are  references 

to  the  editions  under  the  commission.  With  regard  to  the  other  works  published 

27  June  1836.  ky  the  commission,  I am  not  aware  that  he  has  made  any  references  to  them  what- 

ever. There  was  another  mistake  into  which  I fell,  in  supposing  that  Mr.  Hallam 
had  treated  upon  the  independence  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland.  I apprehend  this 
subject  formed  no  part  of  his  researches.  I had  confounded  my  recollection  of 
Mr.  Hallam’s  work  with  the  work  of  Sir  Fi-ancis  Palgrave,  in  which  that  question 
is  entei’ed  into,  and  illustrated  very  copiously,  by  extracts  from  the  ancient 
chronicles. 

6387.  But  those  ancient  chronicles  were  not  published  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission ? — No  ; I was  going  to  add,  I am  not  aware  that  any  x-eference  is  made  in 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  woi’ks  to  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission ; upon 
that  question,  therefore,  I was  in  error  both  ways;  but  the  x-efex-ences  to  the 
chi’onicles  are  quite  enough  in  xny  mind  to  prove  the  paramount  utility  of  the 
English  records  to  illustrate  and  verify  the  chronicles  ; and  I appi-ehend  that  the 
same  point  would  be  still  more  clearly  shown  by  the  writings  of  Mr.  Allen  on  that 
subject,  which  I have  not  been  able  to  refer  to,  and  thex-efore  merely  suggest  the 
px-obability  of  it.  There  is,  however,  another  subject  which  I meant  to  refer  to 
when  I fell  into  the  xnistakes  above  mentioned,  viz.  the  History  of  the  English 
Pai’liament,  which  Mr.  Hallam  has  tx-eated  with  great  ability  and  attention,  and 
here  it  is  that,  without  specifically  referring  to  the  works  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission, he  has  made  very  copious  references  to  those  vex-y  records  (for  instance, 
the  Close  and  Patent  Rolls),  which  have  been  since  published  mox-e  accurately 
and  in  a mox-e  complete  form  by  the  Record  Commission,  but  which  Mr.  Hallam 
appears  to  have  consulted  only  thx-ough  the  medium  of  Prynne’s  collections,  which 
collections,  as  is  familiar  to  the  Conunittee,  laborious  as  they  ax-e,  cannot  be  com- 
pared in  point  of  accuracy  with  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission. 

6388.  Then  even  in  this  case  Mr.  Hallam  has  not  made  any  use  of  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Record  Commission? — I appx’ehend  not;  looking  through  the  volumes, 
they  appear  to  be  refex-ences  to.  Mr.  Prynne’s  collection,  and  not  to  the  collection 
of  the  Recox-d  Commission,  but  very  numerous  references  are  made  to  the  Close 
Rolls,  which  I am  happy  to  find  has  been  one  of  the  later  publications  of  the  present 
commission,  and  very  important  documents  they  ai'e.  Thex’e  is  another  point  of 
history  to  which  I adverted,  as  one  of  those  on  which  I imagined  that  light  might 
have  been  thrown  by  the  publications  of  the  commission  ; that  (namely)  which 
fonns  the  principal  subject  of  Walpole’s  well-known  “ Histoi’ic  Doubts,”  and  the 
•particular  instance  to  which  I meant  to  allude  was  the  inference  which  is  there 
made  to  the  existence  of  a writ  with  the  “ teste  me  ipso”  at  Westminstei-,  which 
he  cites  as  evidence  of  King  Richard  being  absolutely  at  Westminster  on  a parti- 
cular day,  and  from  thence,  if  admitted  as  evidence,  would  have  followed  the 
impossibility  of  the  commission  of  the  mux’der  of  the  two  princes  in  the  Tower, 
according  to  the  common  story ; an  infex-ence,  howevei-,  which  is  itself  negatived  by 
•a  closer  and  better  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  the  reeoi’ds,  from  which  it 
appeal’s  that  ever  since  the  time  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  being  fixed  at  West- 
minstei’, the  cix’cumstance  of  any  writ  being  tested  by  the  King  at  Westminster,  is 
no  evidence  of  the  King’s  personal  px’esence  thei’e. 

6389.  From  which  of  the  publications  of  the  Recoi’d  Commission  has  that  infor- 
mation been  derived  ? — This  is  a species  of  information  which  I apprehend  could 
only  be  collected  by  a habit  of  frequent  reference  to,  and  comparison  of,  diffex-ent 
records. 

6390.  Has  that  information,  so  material,  been  obtained  from  the  works  of  the 
Record  Commission  ? — -The  information  negativing  that  pai’ticular  infex-ence  is, 
I believe,  due  to  the  researches  of  Dr.  Lingard  ; but  I find  that  the  very  same 
cii’cumstance  is  alluded  to  in  more  than  one  of  the  recent  publications  of  the  Record 
Commission,  in  which  it  is  stated  as  now  clearly  established  that  the  circumstance 
of  the  “ teste  me  ipso”  is  no  proof  of  the  actual  presence  of  the  sovereign  in  any 
writ  of  mox-e  l-ecent  date  than  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Thii’d.  Since  my  last 
examination  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  reference  to  several  recent  works  of  the 
Record  Commission,  of  which  I am  ashamed  to  say  I was  wholly  ignorant  at  the 
time  of  my  former  examination,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  x-eference  prin- 
cipally to  the  period  when  I was  best  acquainted  with  the  state  of  those  publications, 
namely,  several  years  ago.  I find  that  the  publications  of  the  present  Record 
Commission  have  been  very  numerous,  and  I also  find  that  they  are,  in  my  opinion, 

very 
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very  greatly  improved  in  point  of  form  by  the  general  adoption  of  the  octavo  form 
in  substitution  for  the  folio,  the  folio  being  still  adhered  to  only  with  respect  to 
those  publications  that  had  been  previously  commenced,  or  other  publications 
ejusdem  generis , such  as  the  publication  of  the  Close  Rolls  I have  before  referred  to. 
I should  add  further,  that  I observe  a very  superior  degree  of  practical  utility  in 
the  selection  of  those  works,  as  far  as  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into 
their  contents  : all  of  those  recently  published  are  superior  in  point  of  importance 
to  those  formerly  published,  and  I should  have  no  doubt  that  this  great  superiority 
is  principally  to  be  ascribed  to  the  long  experience  of  those  engaged  in  the  super- 
intendence and  publication  of  them. 

6391.  When  were  you  last  examined  here  ? — This  day  se’ennight,  I believe. 

6392.  It  was  not  till  last  Monday  that  it  occurred  to  you  ever  to  look  into  the 
works  of  the  present  commission? — It  was  not  till  since  last  Monday,  I am 
ashamed  to  say,  that  I have  ever  looked  into  them. 

6393.  The  general  utility  of  those  works  in  promoting  an  ardent  desire  for 
historical  learning  did  not  extend  to  yourself  till  last  Monday,  inasmuch  as  you 
had  no  curiosity  to  look  into  them  ? — I should  say,  with  all  due  submission,  that 
would  not  be  a fair  inference.  It  has  been  not  so  much  want  of  curiosity  as  of 
occasion  ; and  the  circumstance  that  I have  been  engaged  in  very  different  occupa- 
tions, may  afford  some  justification  of  ignorance,  without  any  impeachment  of  my 
sense  of  their  utility  or  importance. 

6394.  Their  extraordinary  benefit  had  not  been  so  impressed  upon  you  that  you 
had  any  curiosity  to  look  into  them  till  Monday  last? — I must  beg  to  refer  the 
Committee  to  what  I have  said  at  the  beginning  of  my  former  examination  as  to 
the  motive  which  induced  me  first  to  look  into  them,  a motive  which  has  long  since 
ceased  to  exist,  and  the  immediate  impulse  has  been  consequently  withdrawn. 

^395-  By  your  references  to  Lingard  and  other  writers,  it  appears  3’our  curiosity 

respecting  historical  subjects  has  not  been  totally  extinguished  since  that  period? 

Unquestionably  not,  I have  always  entertained  a strong  fondness  for  historical 
literature,  but  the  gratification  of  that  fondness  has  been  confined  to  reading  and 
has  not  extended  to  investigation ; at  all  events,  not  to  the  investigation  of  that 
portion  of  history  on  which  the  publication  of  the  records  is  calculated  to  throw 
light. 

6396. ^  That  fondness  has  never  found  its  food  in  the  works  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission ? — I have  not  the  smallest  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  I were  now  eno-a^ed 
as  an  historical  writer  on  any  subject  of  English  history,  connected  with  the  period 
to  which  the  records  extend,  the  knowledge  I now  possess  of  the  works  of  the 
Record  Commission  would  induce  me  to  make  frequent  and  constant  reference 
to  them,  and  also  to  make  myself  infinitely  better  acquainted  with  their  contents 
than  I now  am. 

6397.  But  as  a general  student  of  history,  not  engaged  in  any  particular  work, 
you  do  not  refer  to  them  ? — As  a public  servant,  my  time  has  been  so  occupied' 
that  I have  comparatively  little  opportunity  for  the  indulgence  of  my  own  peculiar 
taste  and  bias  ; neither  am  I in  possession  of  any  of  these  works,  because  my  house 
is  not  a large  one,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  room  in  my  library  for  them  ; 
and  every  one  knows  that  the  facility  of  reference  to  most  of  our  public  libraries 
is  very  much  curtailed  after  the  hours  of  business  are  over.  I have  further  to 
observe  as  to  the  more  recent  publications,  that  I remarked  in  them  a greater 
degree  of  critical  excellence  in  the  prefaces  and  illustrations  that  have  accompa- 
nied them,  and  also  that  this  material  difference  has  taken  place  in  the  mode  of 
publication,  that  in  many  instances  the  publication  has  been  extended  to  that  of 
the  entire  rolls,  instead  of  mere  calendars  or  indexes.  The  publication  of  the 
Close  Rolls  already  referred  to,  together  with  that  of  the  rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis, 
and  the  proceedings  and  ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council,  are  among  those  more 
recent  publications,  which  I conceive  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  as  bein°- 
wore  valuable  for  the  purposes  of  historical  reference  than  any  perhaps  of  those 
that  had  been  previously  published. 


Mr.  Thomas  Macdonald , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

of  fhp  H.  Inglis.]  YOU  have  a large  share  in  the  superintendence 

01  King’s  printers’  office  ?— Yes,  1 have. 

About ^3 3^ears ^ t*me  have  y°u  been  employed  in  that  office  ? — 

0.  QQ 

4 D 3 6400.  Have 


J.  H.  Mcrivale, 
Esq. 


27  June  1836. 


r.  T.  Macdonald 
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Mr,  T.  Macdonald.  6400.  Have  you  a general  knowledge  of  the  business  of  the  office  P — Yes. 

6401.  Have  you  had  particularly  under  your  cognizance  the  works  carried  on 

27  June  1836.  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  ? — Yes,  I have 

6402.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  money  received  by  the  King’s  printer  for 
printing  those  works,  between  the  year  1800  and  1830;  that  is  to  say,  between 
the  date  of  the  first  commission  and  that  of  the  existing  commission  ? — I ]lave 
referred  to  a paper,  and  I find  about  113,000 l.  has  been  received  by  the  Kind’s 
printer,  from  1800  to  1830  ; and  of  that  113,000/.  I find  that  less  than  one  half 
is  for  printing  and  paper,  supplied  by  the  King’s  printer ; the  remainder  beino- 
for  binding  and  other  things,  done  by  other  persons. 

6403.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  expense  of  printing  and 
paper  for  the  Taxatio  Ecclesiastica  ? — About  1,079  ^ 

6404.  When  was  that  finished  ? — In  1802,  I think. 

6405.  Can  you  give  similar  information  with  respect  to  the  Rotulorum  Origi- 
nalium  ? — About  929 /. 

6406.  In  what  year  was  that  finished  ? — 1805. 

6407.  Was  it  published  in  that  year? — I think  it  was  published  in  that  year. 

6408.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  charge  per  sheet  ? — No  • 
my  attention  has  not  been  called  to  that. 

6409.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Then  how  can  you  estimate  the  charge  for  the  work? 

I have  merely  furnished  myself  with  a memorandum  of  the  amount  of  the  bills  for 
the  work  done. 

6410.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis. ] Can  you  give  a similar  answer  for  the  Placitorum 
Abbrevatio? — About  1,514/. 

6411.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Has  there  been  an  average  charge  for  printing,  without 
reference  to  the  corrections  ? — No  ; the  charge  varies  according  to  the  merits  of 
the  work. 

6412.  Chairman.']  To  what  part  of  the  expenditure  can  you  speak ; the  printing 
and  binding  ? — The  printing,  not  the  binding ; the  binding  forms  no  part  of  the 
return  given  in. 

6413.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Can  you  speak  to  the  charge  per  ream  for  paper? — No, 
I cannot. 

6414.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  Can  you  give  any  similar  information  to  the 
Committee  as  to  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  and  the  other  works  of  the  commission  ? 
— The  Statutes  of  the  Realm ; the  2d  volume  cost  1,809  /.  for  printing  and  paper. 

6415.  When  was  that  printed  ? — It  was  begun  in  1811  and  finished  in  1816. 

6416.  When  was  the  4th  volume  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  published? — In 
1821. 

641 7.  What  was  the  amount  of  paper  and  printing  for  that  ? — £.  1,165. 

64 1 8.  When  was  the  first  part  of  the  3d  volume  of  the  Fcedera  published  ? — - 
In  1825. 

6419.  How  much  did  that  cost  in  paper  and  in  printing  ? — £.  1,450.  115. 

6420.  Do  you  recollect  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave? 
— Yes. 

6421.  In  what  year  was  the  first  volume  of  that  work  published? — 1830. 

6422.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  paper  and  printing  of  that  work  ? — £.  1,544. 

6423.  Do  the  charges  which  you  have  just  mentioned  include  corrections  ? — No. 

6424.  Have  the  corrections  generally  been  numerous  ? — Yes,  generally,  they 
have. 

6425.  Do  you  ever  meet  with  works,  either  original  or  compiled,  which  go 
through  the  press  without  numerous  corrections  ? — I do  not  think  I ever  did. 

6426.  Dr.  Bowring.]  I never  heard  of  corrections  not  forming  part  of  a printing 
account.  Do  you  mean  that  to  this  printing  account  the  cost  of  correction  is  to 
be  added?— Yes. 

6427.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  amount  of  correction  is  to  be  added  to  all 
those  sums  you  have  given  to  the  Committee  ? — Yes. 

6428.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  has  been  the  aggregate  expense, 
including  the  corrections,  of  all  those  works  to  which  your  attention  has  been  called 
in  the  preceding  questions  ? — I cannot  at  the  present  moment. 

6429.  Dr.  Bowing.]  Can  you  give  the  component  parts  of  any  one  sum  you 
have  stated ; can  you  state  as  to  any  one  work  the  cost  of  printing,  the  cost  of 
correction,  and  the  cost  of  paper  per  ream  ? — I am  not  prepared  with  that  at 
present. 

6430.  Will 
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6430.  Will  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  respect  to  any  one  of  those  works 
with  the  cost  in  detail? — Yes,  if  the  Committee  wish  it,  certainly. 

6431.  Chairman .]  When  you  talk  of  “ numerous  corrections,”  do  you  mean  as 
numerous  as  those  made  in  these  works  ? — I was  not  aware  that  the  word 
“ numerous  ” was  used  ; I do  not  mean  that ; I meant  that  I hardly  knew  of  any 
work  either  original  or  compiled,  that  had  gone  through  the  press  without  cor- 
rection. 

6432.  You  do  not  mean  to  have  it  understood  that  you  knew  of  no  work  that 
had  gone  through  the  press  with  as  numerous  corrections? — No. 

6433.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  the  fair  copy  that  is  supplied  to  the  printer  in  as  good 
a state  as  copy  generally  is  that  is  sent  to  printers  ? — It  is  very  various  in  that 
respect. 

6434.  Has  it  generally  come  to  you  in  a satisfactory  shape  ? — Perhaps  I might 
say  generally. 

6435.  Have  not  the  corrections  been  greater  than  in  ordinary  cases  ? — Those 
works  that  have  come  clearer  to  us  have  generally  gone  out  with  less  correction. 

6436.  Will  you  state  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of  correction  to  the  cost  of 
printing  ? — I should  think  generally  not  less  than  one-sixth,  and  in  some  instances 
one-third,  and  even  as  high  as  one-half. 

6437.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  you  compare  works  in  a foreign  language,  with 
the  type  contracted,  with  those  works  which  you  may  have  printed  in  the  English 
language,  and  in  type  not  contracted? — No,  the  compai’ison  would  not  bear. 

6438.  You  would  expect  to  find  more  corrections  in  a work  in  a foreign  lan- 
guage, and  in  a type  with  contractions,  than  in  works  in  the  English  language,  and 
in  the  ordinary  type  ? — Certainly. 

6439.  Do  you  find,  making  allowance  for  the  foreign  language  and  the  con- 
tractions in  the  type,  that  the  errors  requiring  correction  in  the  works  issuing  from 
the  press  under  the  authority  of  the  Recoi’d  Commission  are  more  numerous  than 
you  find  in  ordinary  works  ? — Not  more,  certainly,  by  any  means. 

6440.  Chairman.']  What  works  are  you  speaking  of? — I have  thought  of 
several ; Mr.  Gough’s  edition  of  Camden,  and  Mr.  Nichols’s  History  of 
Leicestershire. 

6441.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  coi’rections  in  the  works  of  the  Record 
Commission  have  not  been  greater  than  in  those  works  ? — From  my  recollection 
of  the  late  Mr.  Nichols,  the  father  of  the  present  Mr.  Nichols,  in  writing  his 
History  of  Leicestershire,  his  corrections  were  ten  to  one  compared  to  any  one  of 
the  works  of  the  Record  Commission. 

6442.  That  is,  that  larger  coi’rections  were  made? — Yes,  and  he  himself  a 
printer. 

6443.  Dr.  Bozoring.]  In  cases  where  the  contractions  were  very  many,  should 
you  not  think  50  per  cent,  a very  heavy  charge,  although  it  was  in  a foreign 
language,  and  the  orthography  was  irregular,  if  the  copy  was  fair  ? — It  is  generally 
found  when  gentlemen  go  to  examine  the  print  with  the  original,  they  find  that 
the  copy  is  not  so  fair,  but  that  there  are  a number  of  corrupt  readings  and  inac- 
curacies that  require  revising. 

6444.  Should  you  not  say  that  those  should  be  altered  in  the  copy,  and  not  in 
the  proof? — That  would  diminish  the  correction  in  type,  but  it  would  increase  the 
expense  of  editing. 

6445.  Chairman.]  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Nichols’s  publication,  the  corrections 
were  not  of  mistakes  originally  made,  but  alterations  which  Mr.  Nichols,  the 
author,  chose  to  make  in  revising  the  proof? — I would  not  attribute  to  him  that 
they  were  blunders ; I am  speaking  of  the  amount  of  corrections  made  in  that 
work,  in  his  own  writing. 

6446.  Dr.  Bowring.]  They  were  changes  in  the  progress  of  the  work  ? — A large 
proportion  of  them,  no  doubt. 

6447.  That  is  very  different  from  printing  from  a manuscript ; they  were  changes 
of  the  text  1 — Very  probably. 

6448.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Changes  also  in  the  records  quoted,  in  the 
epitaphs,  and  generally  speaking,  in  the  mass  of  materials  constituting  county 
history  ? — Y es. 

6449.  Chairman.]  Can  you  state  distinctly,  as  the  last  answer  would  lead  one  to 
suppose  that  the  corrections  were  of  that  nature,  in  quotations  from  epitaphs  and 
other  matters  of  that  kind,  in  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  author  merely  to 
compare  what  had  been  written  by  somebody  else,  or  were  they  alterations  made 
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0450.  And  you  can  say  that  the  corrections  in  that  respect  were  ten  to  one 
compared  with  the  corrections  in  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  p-Titinn. 
them  altogether.  1 0 

6451.  Can  you  say  what  proportion  the  corrections  in  quotations  from  other 

writings  bore  to  the  corrections  in  the  works  issued  by  the  commissioners  ? No 

I cannot.  * 

6452.  Dr.  Bowring.]  You  say  that  the  cost  of  the  corrections  was  from  one- 
third  to  a half  the  cost  of  printing ; do  you  mean  to  say  that  in  Mr.  Nichols’s  case 

the  expense  for  corrections  was  live  times  the  amount  of  the  original  printing? 

I was  a very  young  man  at  the  time ; but  I believe  they  were.  0 

^453-  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  In  the  works  which  you  have  mentioned  as  printed 
under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  do  you  happen  to  know  whether 
the  paper  was  purchased  by  the  King’s  printer? — Yes,  it  was. 

6454-  Can  you  state  how  long  that  practice  continued,  of  the  King’s  printer 
purchasing  the  paper  ? — Throughout. 

6455;  Can  you  state  whether  the  King’s  printer  received  any  profit  out  of  this 
transaction  of  purchasing  the  paper? — No  profit;  he  had  a trifling  per-centao-e. 

6456.  Dr.  Bowring. Is  not  that  profit? — No;  it  was  to  pay  the  expenses- 
insurance  and  interest  of  money  laid  out,  &c. 

645 7-  Chairman .]  What  was  the  trifling  per-centage  r-Seven-and-a-half  per- 
cent. was  his  usual  per-centage. 

6458.  Why  is  it  trifling  if  it  was  usual? — The  usual  per-centage  is  12  or  12^. 

^459-  Then  it  was  less  than  the  usual  per-centage  ? — Yes. 

6460.  Sir  Robert H.  Inglis.']  Were  the  works  long  in  hand? — Yes;  some  of 
them  five  or  ten  years. 

6461.  Were  the  King's  printer’s  bills  settled  at  the  end  of  any  one  year,  or  at 
the  conclusion  of  each  work  ? — They  were  at  very  distant  periods. 

6462.  Dr.  Botering.]  The  payments  were  very  irregularly  made  ? — Yes;  I do 
not  think  there  was  any  regular  time  of  payment. 

6463.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  The  payments  might  be  made  at  distant  intervals, 
and  yet  be  paid  regularly ; that  is  to  say,  if  they  were  made  at  the  conclusion  of 
each  particular  work  ? — I believe  the  bills  were  made  up  soon  after  the  finishing 
the  volume ; but  the  payments  were  made  at  distant  and  uncertain  periods. 

6464.  Can  you  state  which  works  occupied  the  longest  period  in  publication  ? — 

I believe  the  Placita  was  the  longest ; I think  that„was  10  years  under  hand. 

6465.  Did  the  King’s  printer  receive  no  payment  for  that  work  until  its 
completion  ? — I believe  not. 

6466.  Dr.  Botering  Was  not  the  printer  accustomed  to  charge  interest  for 
delay  of  payment? — Not  on  those  works.  Interest  on  deferred  payments,  on 
some  occasions,  was  charged. 

6467.  Chairman .]  Has  not  the  printer  charged  interest  on  deferred  payments- 
to  the  present  commission? — Not  that  I know  of. 

6468.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  accounts  which  have  been 
settled  there  has  been  a charge  to  the  public  of  between  400  l.  and  500 1.  for 
interest? — Yes;  438/.  in  30  years,  for  the  interest  upon  deferred  payments. 

6469.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  With  respect  to  the  cost  of  printing,  are  you 
aware  whether  any  tenders  were  ever  obtained  from  other  printers  with  respect 
to  printing  these  works? — I believe  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  com- 
mission they  obtained  several  tenders. 

6470.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  a committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Lord 
Brougham,  the  late  Lord  Dover,  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  to  inquire  whether  the 
printing  could  not  be  done  more  cheaply  elsewhere  than  by  the  King’s  printer  ? 
— Yes,  I have  been  told  so. 

6471.  Do  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge? — Mr,  Bellenden  Ker  told 
me  that  they  had  submitted  the  works  to  several  printers  with  that  view,  and  they 
found  the  King’s  printer**  charge  was  lower  than  any  price  they  could  obtain 
elsewhere. 

6472.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Bentley  offered  to  print  the  works 
for  less? — I never  heard  of  it;  he  may  have  said  so;  but  when  any  price  was 
compared  with  the  King’s  printer’s  it  was  found  to  be  higher. 

6473-  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis .]  And  Mr.  Ker,  one  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  subject,  told  you  that  the  King’s  printer’s  charge  was  lower  than 

any 
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any  others  that  had  been  submitted  to  them  ? — Yes ; he  told  me  he  had  mentioned 
it  to  Mr.  Robert  Spottiswoode.  After  the  investigation  was  over  they  sent  for 
him  and  told  him  that  the  King’s  printer’s  charge  was  the  lowest. 

6474.  You  are  aware  that  that  Committee  was  appointed  with  no  very 
favourable  view  to  the  King’s  printer  ? — I am  well  aware  of  that. 

6475.  Dr.  Bowring.7]  Can  you  mention  the  largest  sum  due  to  the  King’s 
printer  at  any  one  time? — No,  I cannot. 

6476.  Not  within  10,000/.? — I believe  it  has  been  somewhere  about  that 
amount  •;  I could  not  state  precisely. 

6477.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.~\  What  is  the  course  of  examination  pursued  with 
respect  to  the  accounts  of  the  King’s  printer? — They  are  referred  to  the  Stationery- 
Office,  by  the  order  of  the  board. 

6478.  Dr.  Bowring.]  That  has  been  the  case  since  1830?— No,  not  to  the 
extent  of  that. 

6479.  Who  audited  the  King’s  printer’s  accounts  previously? — The  greater 
part  of  the  time  they  were  certified  by  Mr.  Cox,  another  printer. 

6480.  And  discharged  by  the  secretary  of  the  commission  ? — No  5 by  the 
Treasury. 

6481.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  Has  any  change  taken  place  during  the  present 
commission,  so  as  to  lessen  the  expense  ? — The  printing  at  present  is  more  com- 
pact, and  for  that  reason  much  less  expensive. 

6482.  Chairman.]  When  w'ere  these  bills  first  submitted  to  the  Stationery 
Office  ? — I cannot  state  how  long  it  is  since  ; it  was  after  an  order  of  the  board.  „ 

6483.  When  was  it  done;  do  you  know? — In  the  course  of  the  last  year. 

6484.  In  December  1835  ? — Yes,  or  in  the  early  part  of  this  year. 

6485.  That  is  the  first  time  it  was  done? — Yes. 

6486.  Dr.  Bowring.]  What  are  the  present  prices  or  the  prices  of  1835,  since 
they  were  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  the  Stationery  Office,  compared  with  the 
prices  in  1 830  ? — The  same. 

6487.  In  any  case  where  the  same  type  is  used,  what  is  the  deduction  in  the 
prices  paid  now  compared  with  the  price  paid  by  the  former  commissions  ? — I do 
not  know  of  any  deduction. 

6488.  Has  any  deduction  been  made  by  the  Stationery  Office  from  the  amount 
of  the  bills  sent  in  by  the  King’s]  printer  ? — In  one  bill  of  3,300  /.  there  is  an 
arbitrary  deduction  made  to  the  amount  of  about  30  /. ; but  there  is  a charge  to  be 
made  in  the  next  account  which  will  counterbalance  it. 

6489.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Is  it  your  business  to  make  yourself  acquainted 
with  the  amount  of  the  bills,  and  the  amount  of  the  deductions,  if  any,  which  may 
be  made  in  respect  of  such  bills  ? — Yes,  they  come  through  my  hand. 

6490.  Therefore  the  answers  which  you  have  given  in  general  have  been  upon 
matters  within  your  own  cognizance,  and  which  it  is  your  duty  to  know  ? — Yes, 
those  of  the  present  period. 

6491.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  charges  made  by  the 
King’s  printer  in  1835  are  not  lower  than  the  charges  made  in  1800? — I cannot 
say  what  they  may  have  been  30  years  since. 

6492.  I will  take  1830  ; do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  charge  of  1835  is  not 
lower  than  that  of  1830? — I do  not  know  that  it  is  any  lower  with  respect  to 
labour ; it  may  be  lower  by  any  reduction  in  paper,  but  the  labour  is  the  same. 

6493.  The  average  charges  for  printing  and  composition  are  not  lower  than  they 
were  under  the  old  commissions? — When  the  necessary  expenses  have  varied, 
the  charge  has  varied  in  proportion ; but  the  same  principle  of  moderate  charge 
has  been  adopted  throughout  the  whole  period  of  35  years,  leaving  no  room  for 
anything  that  can  be  called  deduction.  This  will  appear  evident  by  reference  to 
the  result  of  the  inquiries  of  the  commissioners  in  1831,  when  the  tenders  were 
received. 

Stacey  Grimaldi , Esq.,  f.s.a.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

6494.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  I believe  you  have  directed  much  of  your  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  the  public  records  ? — Yes,  I have. 

6495.  What  has  been  your  object  in  such  investigation  ?■ — As  a solicitor  en- 
gaged in  producing  them  in  courts  of  law,  for  the  purpose  of  substantiating  claims. 

6496.  Have  you  not  made  extensive  use  of  the  publications  which  have  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  in  the  compilation  of  your  work 
entitled,  “ Origines  Genealogies”  ? — Yes,  I have. 
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6497-  Will  you  be  pleased  to  state  to  the  Committee  generally  the  nature  and 
design  of  that  work? — It  was  to  point  out  to  the  profession  of  the  law  all  the 
records  which  would  assist  them  in  tracing  genealogies. 

6498.  Has  your  experience  shown  that  these  publications  are  of  great  use  to 
persons  employed  in  making  genealogical  and  topographical,  legal  and  historical 
researches  ? — Certainly. 

6499.  What  volumes  in  the  series,  containing  entire  copies  of  records,  do 
consider  as  of  the  most  practical  use  and  importance? — The  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  • 
I will  not  omit  Doomsday,  though  the  two  first  volumes  were  not  published  bv 
the  commission  ; the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas  ; Mr.  Hardy’s  late  volumes  of  the 
Close  and  Patent  Rolls  ; and  I have  frequently  produced  the  Testa  de  Neville  in 
court.  I do  not  remember  any  more. 

6500.  You  have,  no  doubt,  had  personal  access  to  many  of  the  records  them- 
selves?— I have. 

6501.  Have  you  been  aided  in  your  reference  to  them  by  those  publications 
which  have  issued  under  the  Record  Commission,  and  which  are  of  the  nature  of 
calendars  or  indexes  ? — I could  not  have  made  use  of  the  records  without  those 
calendars  or  indexes. 

6502.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  mention  some  of  those  that  have  been  specially 
serviceable  to  you  ? — I think  the  Patent  and  Charter  Rolls  are  entitled  to  stand 
first. 

6503.  Without  the  assistance  of  those  publications,  could  you  have  made  those 
searches  in  the  public  records  which  the  said  publications  have  enabled  you  to 
make  ? — Certainly  not. 

6504.  Would  your  time  as  a solicitor  have  enabled  you  to  do  it,  in  any  case 
whatever  ? — Impossible. 

6 5°5 • Would  any  one  private  case  have  justified  the  expense  incurred  in 
researches,  unaided  by  these  publications  ? — :No. 

6506.  Are  you  record  solicitor  to  any  one  department  of  the  King’s  Govern- 
ment?— To  the  Woods  and  Forests. 

6507.  In  that  capacity  have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  examine  the  works  pub- 
lished under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,? — Frequently. 

6508.  In  the  course  of  your  business  ? — Yes. 

6509.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  any  instance  in  which  you  have  derived 
assistance  to  the  King’s  Government  from  the  consultation  of  these  works? — At 
the  last  autumn  assizes  for  Liverpool  the  Crown  recovered  a large  tract  of  land  on 
the  Dee,  the  title  to  which  was  made  out  from  the  public  records,  and  which  I 
could  only  find  by  the  calendars  or  indexes  referring  me  to  them. 

6510.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  moi’e  particularly  the  calendars  to  which 
you  have  referred  ? — The  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  I remember  were  very  much 
made  use  of. 

6511.  Generally  speaking,  do  you  conceive  that  the  ends  of  justice  have  been 
furthered  by  these  publications  ? — No  doubt  of  it  whatever. 

6512.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  those  works  could  ever  have  been  published  as  a 
matter  of  commercial  speculation,  looking  to  the  present  state  of  archaeological 
literature,  by.  any  one  bookseller,  or  any  associated  booksellers  ? — Certainly  not. 

I published  a small  record  myself,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  it,  thinking  there  was 
but  one  copy  in  existence,  and  thinking  that  the  original  (which  has  been  since 
discovered)  was  lost.  I suppose  the  work  cost  me  about  60  guineas,  and  I may 
have  sold  1 2 copies,  at  some  few  shillings  each  copy. 

6513.  Then  if  the  publication  be  intrinsically  desirable,  and  could  not  be  under- 
taken as  a matter  of  private  speculation  by  any  booksellers,  does  not  it  follow  as  a 
matter  of  course,  in  your  judgment,  that  the  expense  ought  to  be  borne  by  the 
nation  r — It  ought;  and  must  be,  if  done  at  all. 

6514.  Do  you  think  that  these  publications  have  been,  on  the  whole,  of  such 
public  utility  and  interest  that  it  is  desirable  to  continue  the  series  ? — Certainly. 

6515.  As  a lawyer,  do  you,  or  do  you  not,  think  that  it  is  highly  desirable  to 
publish  the  early  judicial  records  entire  ? — I would  rather  that  the  money  voted 
by  Parliament  were  first  used  jn  making  calendars  and  indexes. 

6516.  \ ou  consider  that  the  publication  of  calendars  and  indexes  is  a primary 
object,  and  ought  to  be  so  regai’ded  by  the  commissioners? — Mine  is  rather  a 
biassed  opinion  upon  that  subject,  because  my  attention  has  been  given  to  it  solely 
as  a lawyer,  and  therefore  I wish  that  branch  of  the  science  to  which  I dedicate 
myself  to  be  most  benefited. 

6517.  With 
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6517-  With  that  reservation  which  you  have  just  made,  will  you  state  to  the 
Committee  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  compiling  calendars  to  the 
later  Placita  of  the  King’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer,  up  to  the 
Union  ; would  their  usefulness  and  importance  justify  the  expense  ? — That  it  is 
very  highly  important. 

6518.  Is  there  any  date,  say  the  Revolution  or  the  Restoration,  which  you  would 
consider  as  preferable  ? — I am  not  able  to  say  that  the  Placita  Rolls  of  any  one  date 
are  of  more  importance  than  another,  because  I am  at  this  moment  in  search  of  a 
placita  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  3d,  which  is  very  material  in  determining  a 
cause. 

65 1 9.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  the  question  as  to  the  expediency 
of  publishing  a uniform  and  authentic  edition  of  the  Year  Books  ? — Yes. 

6520.  Do  you  consider  that  such  object  is  one  upon  which  the  public  money 
uiio-ht  be  advantageously  employed  ? — Not  until  other  works  of  the  commission 
have  been  previously  performed  ; but  I know  the  incorrectness  of  the  present 
printed  Year  Books,  because  I had  to  quote  one  as  authority  at  the  last  assizes,  and 
therefore  examined  the  printed  copy  with  two  originals  which  there  were  of  the 
case  in  question,  and  I found  it  differ. 

6521.  Is  it  the  inference  which  you  desire  the  Committee  to  draw  from  this 
answer,  that  you  do  or  do  not  consider  an  accurate  and  authentic  edition  of  the  Year 
Books  to  be  a justifiable  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  after  the  compilation  of 
that  which  you  have  regarded  as  specially  desirable  in  the  first  instance,  namely, 
the  calendars  and  indexes  ? — I have  not  thought  sufficiently  upon  that  subject  to 
make  any  other  answer  than  what  you  have  stated  would  be  my  impression,  that 
I think  there  are  more  important  works  for  the  Record  Commission  to  attend  to. 

6522.  Do  you  think  that  an  uniform  and  accurate  edition  of  the  ancient  law 
books,  such  as  Bracton,  Fleta,  Glanville  and  Britton,  would  be  an  object  worthy 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  under  the  public  authority  ? — I am  not  com- 
petent to  answer  that. 

6523.  Have  the  rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis,  the  publication  of  which  has  been 
begun,  thrown  light  upon  the  history  and  constitution  of  England  ? — It  is  one  of 
the  few  record  works  l have  not  examined  sufficiently  to  give  any  opinion  upon. 

6524.  Can  you  give  to  this  Committee  any  opinion  as  to  the  execution  of  the 
works  which  have  been  undertaken  under  the  authority  of  the  present  or  preceding 
commissions  r — The  works  executed  under  the  authority  of  the  preceding  com- 
missions are  certainly,  in  many  instances,  very  indifferently  performed,  as  far  as 
my  experience  goes.  With  respect  to  the  works  executed  under  the  present 
Record  Commission,  they  have,  with  some  exceptions,  been  well  performed. 

6525.  Chairman .]  Will  you  state  how  far  that  experience  extends? — I have  had 
occasion  to  require  office  copies  of  the  Patent  and  Close  Rolls  which  I have  found 
in  the  late  works  printed  by  the  Record  Commission,  and  I do  not  think  there  is 
the  variation  of  a letter  in  any  one  copy  I have  had,  from  the  printed  editions. 

6526.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis. ] Do  you  consider  that  those  works  have  been  con- 
ducted by  men  of  historical  and  archeological  learning  ? — They  were  admirably 
performed. 

6527.  Chairman.']  They  were  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy  ? — I think  both  of  them. 

6528.  Sir  Robert  II.  Inglis.]  When  you  refer  to  the  inaccuracy  of  the  earlier 
publications,  will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  works  you  have  specially  in  your 
view  ? — The  calendars  of  the  Patent  Rolls ; the  insufficient  information  in  the 
earlier  volumes,  perhaps  all  the  volumes  of  the  calendars  of  the  Inquisitiones  Post 
Mortem,  and  the  mixture  of  documents  there,  as  some  escheats  are  found  among 
them  which  ought  not  to  be  classed  as  such. 

6529.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  of  the  way  in  which  you  have  been  able 
to  inspect  records  or  make  notes  of  them,  in  the  course  of  your  researches  in  the 
different  record  offices? — There  is  great  assistance  given  at  the  Tower,  at  the 
Chapter  House,  and  the  Augmentation  Office.  At  the  Rolls  the  conduct  of  the 
gentlemen  keeping  the  records,  in  enforcing  their  rules  of  office,  amounts  to  a 
denial  of  justice. 

6530*  Have  you  ever  made  a representation  to  that  effect  to  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  who  is  understood  to  have  the  legal  custody  of  the  documents  in  the  Rolls 
Chapel  ? — I have  not. 

653 1.  In  ordinary  cases  is  it  not  fitting  to  represent  to  a superior  that  conduct 
in  his  subordinate  officer,  which  you  designate  by  a term  so  strong  as  a denial  of 
justice  ?— I have  had  it  in  contemplation  to  do  so  for  many  years ; it  is  a very 
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unpleasant  thing  to  make  complaints,  which  must  be  personal  complaints  against 
individuals  who  show  you  personal  civility. 

6532.  Does  such  denial  of  justice  arise,  so  far  as  you  have  formed  an  opinion 
from  the  amount  of  fees  demanded,  from  the  shortness  of  time  allowed  to  partie  ’ 
to  consult  the  documents,  from  the  want  of  the  public  right  to  inspect  calendar 
or  indexes,  or  from  any  other  cause  ? — From  those  three  which  you  have  named  • 
and  I shall  be  happy  to  amplify  a little  on  your  words. 

6533-  Will  you  in  the  first  instance  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  amount  of  fees  demanded,  and  specify  in  your  answer  whether  such  fees  are 
demanded  at  the  private  will  of  the  officer,  by  the  authority  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  or  under  any  other,  and  what  other  sanction  ?• — The  first  fee  to  which  I will 
allude  is,  1 s.  per  year  for  a search  in  the  calendars  for  every  name  you  search  for  • 
that  is,  I believe,  under  the  authority  of  the  court ; that  is  the  first  I will  name  as 
amounting  to  so  large  a sum  that  in  many  cases  it  is  impossible  for  persons  to  pav 

it.  We  will  take  the  instance  of  a charter  which  a party  wishes  to  search  for ; he 

has  no  knowledge  of  the  period,  even  as  to  several  reigns.  The  parish  of  Pailton 
instructed  me  to  make  a search  for  a charter  granting  them  rights  of  common,  but 
their  solicitor  could  give  me  no  date  as  to  when  this  charter  was  granted  ; it  was  mv 
intention  to  have  searched  the  rolls  from  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  monas- 
teries (calculating  that  it  was  probable  the  property  was  a monastic  possession),  till 
I found  it.  I wrote  to  the  solicitor  that  I should  have  to  pay  1 5.  per  year,  and  if 
he  gave  me  two  or  three  names  of  parishes,  that  it  would  be  more ; that  is  if  I 
searched  for  three  parishes,  3 s.  per  year.  I should  have  had  to  search,  if  the  occa- 
sion required  it,  through  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  Elizabeth  and  James 
and  the  intermediate  reigns ; that  would  have  embraced  a period  of  nearly  one 
century,  for  which  I should  have  to  pay  nearly  15/.  When  I informed  the  soli- 
citor for  the  parish  of  this  expense,  he  said  his  parishioners  were  too  poor  to  pay  it 
and  they  went  to  trial  without  the  search  being  made. 

6.534.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  dependent  at  this 

moment  upon  the  amount  of  fees,  or  whether  such  fees  are  carried  to  a fee-fund? 

I believe  at  the  Rolls  the  fees  are  the  private  property  of  the  keeper  of  the  rolls. 

^535-  Are  you  aware  whether  such  fees  are  publicly  known  to  the  profession 
being  stated  in  the  ordinary  books  of  Chancery  practice  ? — I think  there  can  be  no 
secresy  upon  the  subject,  but  I am  not  otherwise  able  to  answer. 

6.53^*  Are  you  aware  whether  other  gentlemen  engaged  as  record  agents,  or  in 
the  prosecution  of  legal  researches,  have  found  similar  cause  of  complaint  with 
yourself,  and  have  or  have  not  represented  the  amount  of  the  fees  justifying  such 
cause  of  complaint,  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  to  any  other  authority  ?— I do 
not  think  that  a complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  but  I think 
Mr.  Devon  took  counsel’s  opinion  upon  some  exorbitant  demand  made  upon  him  at 
the  Rolls,  for  what  is  called  a parcel  copy ; and  that  opinion  was  in  Mr.  Devon’s 
favour,  and  was  shown  to  the  clerks  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  when  they  abandoned 
their  demand.  Although  the  public  pay  to  inspect  the  records,  you  are  not  per- 
mitted to  take  out  a pencil  and  put  down  the  most  common-place  thing  which  you 
see  in  that  record,  the  very  search  for  which,  and  the  knowledge  of  which,  is  the 
only  object  you  have  in  paying  your  money ; you  are  on  quitting  the  office  obliged 
to  go  to  the  nearest  hotel,  and  to  put  down  that  which  you  have  in  your  memory: 
my  memory  has  failed  once,  and  I have  had  to  go  back  and  re-recollect,  if  I could, 
that  which  they  would  not  allow  me  to  put  down  at  first. 

6537.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  fees  demanded  at  the  Rolls,  and  of  which 
you  are  making  complaint  to-day,  are  fees  demanded  from  professional  men  only, 
engaged  m professional  pursuits,  and  the  expense  of  which  is  defrayed  by  other 
parties ; and  are,  or  are  not,  demanded  of  literary  men  engaged  in  researches  purely 
literary  r— I do  not  know ; but  many  years  since,  when  I went  to  make  a personal 
search  respecting  my  own  family,  the  late  Mr.  Kipling  allow'ed  me  to  do  it  without 
any  fee. 

6538.  So  far  as  your  own  experience  goes,  when  your  pursuits  were  professional, 

in  lespect  to  which  you  would  have  to  make  a charge,  to  another  person,  your 
le searches  were  at  the  usual  rate  of  fees  ; and  when  you  had  yourself  to  make  a 
search  for  a matter  which  might  be  called  personal  or  literary,  you  were  permitted  to 
make  such  search  without  any  fee  ? — Yes.  1 

6539-  Chairman.]  If  any  such  distinction  is  made  in  favour  of  literary  inquirers, 
and  against  those  who  want  access  to  these  documents  to  establish  their  rights  in 
courts  of  law,  do  you  not  think  it  a most  shameful  and  scandalous  caprice  that  the 

favour 
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favour  should  be  granted  to  literary  inquirers,  and  refused  to  those  who  are  demand- 

ino-  justice  ? I would  rather  (if  you  would  allow  me),  as  that  is  matter  of  opinion, 

state  that  which  is  very  strong  in  my  mind,  and  conveys  the  same  representation 
that  your  question  would  imply,  that  I think  the  fees  at  the  Rolls  exorbitant  and 

>XPo.  Does  it  occur  to  you  that  there  is  any  reason  for  making  this  distinction 
in  favour  of  literary  men  ; and  if  the  Government  can  in  any  case  afford  a relaxation 
of  the  fees,  why  they  should  not  make  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  the 
misfortune  to  be  engaged  in  suits  at  law  ? — If  one  party  alone  were  to  have  favour 
shown,  I think  it  should  be  to  literary  men,  who  work  for  honour  only,  and  gene- 
rally speaking,  at  a very  great  personal  loss.  Litigants  have  something  to  gain, 
and  therefore  ought,  I think,  to  pay  the  officers  employed  in  establishing  their 


6541 . Not  to  pay  such  exorbitant  fees  ? — Certainly  not ; it  is  out  of  the  question. 

6542.  Six  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Your  own  experience,  as  you  have  reported  to  the 
Committee,  and  your  judgment  as  to  the  state  of  arch  geological  literature  generally, 
has  enabled  you  to  say  that  such  publications,  in  respect  to  which  searches  are 
necessary  in  record  offices,  are  not  likely  to  be  very  profitable  to  literary  men  who 
engage  in  them  ? — Certainly. 

6543'  They  could  not  bear  the  extra  expense  which  the  enforcing  fees  for 
searches  would  entail  upon  them  ? — I think  not,  in  historical  literature. 

6544.  Chairman .]  Do  you  think  that  suitors  can  bear  it  ? — They  do  bear  it. 

6545.  Do  youmot  think  them  exorbitant  ?— I do ; and  I should  be  happy  if 
you  would  use  your  influence  to  get  them  reduced. 

6546.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  A litigant  has  generally  something  substantial  in 
prospect ; whereas  a literary  man  has  nothing  in  view  but  fame?— Certainly. 

6547.  Chairman .]  Suitors  cannot  avoid  going  there,  but  a literary  man  can ; 
did  you  ever  know  a man  go  to  law  from  choice  ? — The  late  Mr.  De  Tastet  did, 
I understand. 

6548.  Does  a litigant  ever  go  to  search  for  a record  at  the  Rolls,  if  he  can  avoid 
it  ? — Certainly  not. 

6549.  Do  you  not  think  it  a very  great  evil  that  the  suitors  are  exposed  to  such 
fees  ? — Very  great. 

6550.  The  objects  authorized  by  the  Record  Commissions  are,  to  methodize, 
regulate  and  digest  the  records ; to  repair  such  as  are  decayed ; to  make  exact 
calendars  and  indexes  thereof,  and  to  print  general  calendars  and  indexes  of 
original  records  ; have  I not  rightly  stated  them  ? — I think  you  have.  . 

6551.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  order  in  which  these  are  placed  in  the  com- 
mission, is  evidently  the  proper  one  in  which  they  should  be  attended  to  ? — Cer- 
tainly ; but  I should  think  that  those  which  are  arranged  and  repaired,  might 
be  calendared  before  the  whole  money  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  commis- 
sioners was  expended  in  this  order. 

6552.  But  you  think  that  is  the  proper  order? — It  seems  to  me  the  only  order. 

6553.  You  think  the  arrangement,  repairing  and  calendaring,  are  objects  to 
which  the  commission  should  have  attended  before  printing  any  of  the  records  r 

I think  so. 

6544.  Can  you  state  whether,  from  your  experience,  the  commission  has,  to  the 
degree  that  you  think  proper,  made  the  business  of  printing  subordinate  to  that  of 
arranging,  repairing  and  calendaring  ; to  that,  in  fact,  of  making  the  contents  of  the 
record  offices  accessible  and  known  to  the  public  ? — I would  rather  have  recom- 
mended to  the  commissioners  to  have  arranged  and  calendared  the  documents  in 
the  Chapter  House,  than  to  have  printed  the  one  or  two  volumes  that  have  been 
printed  from  documents  in  the  Chapter  House. 

6555.  Can  you  state  generally,  with  regard  to  the  records,  that  you  think  they 
are  in  such  a state  of  arrangement,  and  such  information  afforded  as  to  their  con- 
tents, by  calendars,  as  to  justify  the  commission  in  having  expended  so  much  of  its 
funds  in  printing,  as  it  has  done  ?— I think  there  are  two  ways  in  which  my  answer 
must  be  given  : there  are  a great  many  records  in  the  Tower  in  the  most  perfect 
order,  wanting  nothing  but  calendars ; I do  not  see  why  those  calendars  should 
not  be  made  and  printed,  either  simultaneously  or  before  other  records  in  other 
repositories  are  arranged  and  repaired. 

6556-  I am  not  supposing  the  commissioners  ought  to  have  arranged  what  do 
not  want  arranging  j but  you  state  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  have  provided 
calendars  for  these  records : have  they  provided  calendars  ? — Certainly  not. 
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S.  Grmalii,  Esq.  . 6557  Are  the  contents  of  the  office  at  the  Tower,  which  is  without  dismta  1, 
~ j„e  lS;6  fai'  the  best.  anang-ed  of  all  the  record  offices,  accessible  to  the  public  by  calenn,by 

- 7 ■ 36'  information  as  to  what  is  contained  in  them  ?— No,  they  ar/not  SleT 

withou8'  Are  ”0t  Cakn<,0rS  mnch  wanted  t — The  records  are  almost  useless 

6559-  TI«n  even  with  regard  to  the  Tower,  the  very  first  and  most  important 
work  the  commission  have  had  to  do,-  has  not  been  done  ?— That  is  my  view  P ‘ 
6560.  With  regard  to  the  documents  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  are  the,  well 
arranged  r-Very  well  arranged  as  to  the  rolls,  but  very  ill  arranged  as  to  Ac 
great  mass  of  miscellaneous  documents.  ne 

v 6S6'-  For  instance,  the  Privy  Seals,  Signet  Bills,  the  Writs  and  Summonses 
Yes,  certainly,  many  of  them  are  nearly  inaccessible.  I wanted  to  search  for  one 
and  the  clerk  said  it  was  such  dirty  work  it  was  not  fit  for  any  one  but  a coal’ 

clXVJley  TWin0t  et  T ,d°  but  fhey  said  they  would  P on  some  dirty 
clothes  after  office  hours,  and  that  it  might  take  them  two  or  three  days  an! 
they  would  doubtless  have  to  make  heavy  charges  for  it.  * ’ U 

6562.  Are  they  kept  in  proper  repair-in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  or  does  not  the  dirt 

permanently  injure  them  ?— Of  course  it  does.  . . ‘ 

6563.  Do  you  know  whether  the  habit  of  dealing  with  these  records  in  the  wav 

that  some  of  the  witnesses  have  spoken  to,  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  by  cutting  them  011? 
of  the  books  in  which  they  are  bound,  and  damping  and  other  processes  that  they 
carry  on  tor  that  purpose,  has  not  operated  to  injure  the  records  ? — I have  not  seen 
what  you  allude  to.  • 

6564.  Are  there  proper  calendars  and  indexes  to  all  the  documents  at  the  Rolls  > 

1 do  not  know -the  extent  of  the  private  calendars  that  they  have  got,  and  whicli 

they  call  private  property ; I have  perhaps  never"  seen  them ; but  I know  there  are 
not  public  calendars. 

6565-  So  that  if  you  go  into  the  Rolls  Chapel  to  search  for  a document,  there  is 
no  calendar  that  gives  you  any  information  as  to  the  object  of  your  search?— Not 
exactly  so  : there  are  some  public  calenders  that  give  you  some  information,  but 
not  the  information  you  ought  to  have  ; there  is  no  index  of  places. 
t wr  K01’  in,spectinS  the  Private  calendars  you  have  to  pay  considerable  fees?- 
1 believe  they  charge  five  guineas,  but  it  seems  very  optional ; five  guineas  for  one 
set  of  calendars  and  two  guineas,  I have  heard,  if  you  search  in  another  set. 

5T  c d seem».fr?m  y°ur  account  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  that  there  exists 
every  defect  that  can  exist  m a record  office:  that  the  documents  are  ill  arrranged, 
liab  e to  injury  from  dirt,  that  their  contents  are  not  sufficiently  made  known  to  the 
public  by  calendars  and  that  the  fees  are  exorbitant  ?— We  will  not  put  more  sins 
upon  their  heads  than  there  ought  to  be  : the  “ Rolls”  are  not  ill  arranged,  but 
the  miscellaneous  documents  are,  I consider,  not  arranged  at  all ; the  Rolls  are 
admirably  arranged. 

- £568.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  When  you  say  that  the  miscellaneous  documents 
are  not  arranged  at  all,  do  you  refer  to  a late  period,  or  are  the  Committee  to 
understand  that  you  have  not  examined  them  for  some  time  ?— The  information 
i am  now  giving  was  in  consequence  of  a search  or  inquiry  I made  two  years  and 
a half  ago,  or  thereabouts. 

6.5691  Are  you  aware  whether  since  that  time  the  miscellaneous  records  have 
been  sorted  and  bound  r — I am  not. 

1q157°-  ?aU  y°U  Sta,te  t0  the  Committee  generally  what  proportion  those  miscel- 
laneous documents  bear  to  the  records  generally  in  the  Rolls  Chapel?— Not 

laKSKSSSi-  — “■  ” “■**  *'«•'  - 

057..  You  do  not  knovv  whether  they  are  in  the  lockers  in  the  chapel?— I do 
not  remember  where  they  brought  them  from  when  I saw  them. 
frrnn7?  Chtai™anl  Wlth  to  the  Chapter-house  records,  what  is  the 

win  f U the  §reater  Proportion  of  the  records  there 

wholly  unarranged  f —I  should  think  so. 

Sffv5rt.A”d=the'fi.Tery  vaIu!ll,le  fiords;  for  instance,  the  Proceedings  of  the 
1 1 fi  t.  4.  7 ar®  unarranged:  there  is  one  class  of  records  which  have 

value,  therefl-e  eV‘de”Ce  y °“r  COUrts’  1 can  say  ab»"  tbeir 

, 6575.  Are 
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6575.  Are  they  not  valuable  in  an  historical  point  of  view? — Yes,  very. 

6476.  Those  are  quite  unarranged  ? — Yes. 

6577.  What  indexes  exist  of  the  documents  that  are  arranged  ? — There  is  a 
series  of  indexes  of  the  Fines  ; a small,  and  I should  consider  a very  imperfect, 
index  to  the  Placita. 

6578.  Is  the  index  to  the  Fines  a sufficient  index? — I should  think  it  is  ; you 
only  want  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  the  premises  5 these  may  be  put  in  one 
line.  There  is  also  an  index  to  some  papers  or  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Wards 
and  Liveries. 

6579.  A good  index  ? — It  ought  to  be,  because  it  is  a new  one,  made,  I believe, 
by  Mr.  Caley. 

6580.  You  do  not  know  that  it  is? — I only  know  that  it  is  large,  and  seems  to 
be  good.  I cannot  call  to  mind  any  other  index. 

6581.  What  are  the  fees  at  the  Chapter  House?— I think  85.  4 d.  for  each 
record  that  you  inspect. 

6582.  Will  you  state  generally  whether  they  are  high  or  moderate? — I should 
say  generally  the  fees  are  too  large  in  every  office,  and  it  is  very  nearly  a denial  of 
justice.  I wanted  to  look  at  50  records  for  a trial  the  last  assizes ; I looked  at  about 
20 ; and  to  pay  .50  times  8 s.  4 d.  for  a little  isolated  thing,  is  too  much. 

6583.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  fees  in  the  Chapter 
House  go  to  a fee-fund  ? — Yes. 

6584.  Chairman .]  Still  you  think  it  amounts  to  a denial  of  justice? — Yes. 

6585.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Are  you  aware  what  is  now  doing  under  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  at  the  Chapter  House  ? — No,  I am  not. 

6586.  To  the  first  questions  put  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  record  offices,  you 
have  referred  to  the  Augmentation  Office,  to  the  Tower,  and  Chapter  House,  as 
three  depositories  where  great  facilities  were  afforded  ; with  that  answer  in  your 
recollection,  will  you  state  what  facilities  you  found  in  the  Chapter  House,  in  the 
inquiries  which  you  have  had  occasion  to  make  ? — I am  allowed  to  make  extracts 
from  the  rolls ; and  there  is  a personal  assistance  shown  at  those  offices  which  I 
think  is  absent  from  those  who  are  at  the  Rolls,  on  account  only  of  endeavouring 
at  the  Rolls  to  get  as  much  fees  as  possible. 

6587.  Do  you  consider  that  any  distinction  is  to  be  traced  to  the  circumstance, 
in  the  one  instance,  of  its  being  carried  to  a fee-fund,  and  in  the  other,  to  the  fees 
being  the  personal  right  and  the  source  of  livelihood  to  the  gentleman  who  receives 
them  ? — Yes. 

6588.  Chairman.]  Are  you  not  aware  at  the  Tower  the  Government  takes  half 
the  fees  ? — Yes. 

6589.  That  does  not  make  a difference  there  ? — They  behave  at  the  Tower  with 
a liberality  that  must  bring  down  the  good  opinion  of  every  one  who  speaks  about 
them. 

6590.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  search  the  records  of  the  courts  of  common 
law  ?— Yes. 

6591.  Do  you  know  where  they  are  kept  ? — Yes. 

6592.  Have  the  kindness  to  state  ? — The  King’s  Bench  records  are  kept  at  the 
late  Master  of  the  Rolls’  residence  in  Chancery-lane. 

6593-  Li  a better  state  of  arrangement  than  the  miscellaneous  records  in  the 
Rolls  Chapel  ? — Yes  ; because  if  you  name  any  term,  and  the  year  of  the  King,  you 
can  get  the  record  down. 

6594-  A re  there  any  indexes? — None  ; they  have  got  at  another  office  an  index 
called  the  Docket  Book,  and  that  may  go  back  to  something  like  shortly  subse? 
quent  to  the  Restoration  ; it  is  probable  that  it  does.  It  thus  happens  : lawyers 
take  in  the  rolls,  and  have  to  pay  fees  at  the  King’s  Bench  office,  and  the  clerk 
enters  those  fees,  and  the  names  of  the  causes  to  which  the  rolls  refer,  in  his  book, 
which  is  called  the  Docket  Book  ; but  that  officer  is  quite  distinct  from  the  person 
who  keeps  the  rolls  ; there  is  no  merit  to  the  record  keeper. 

0595-  Is  that  the  only  information  existing  of  the  contents  of  the  King’s 
Bench  records  ? — To  my  knowledge. 

6596.  Do  you  know'  the  condition  of  the  Exchequer  records  in  the  Carlton 
Ride  |— Yes. 

^5® 7-  Are  they  kept  in  a good  state  of  arrangement? — The  miscellaneous 
lecorfcls  are  wholly  unarranged. 

«5fe8.  Kept  in  sacks  ? — Yes. 

/ 4 e 4 6599.  Those 
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6599.  Those  miscellaneous  records  are  a large  portion  of  the  records  of  the 
Exchequer  ? — 1 should  think  so,  certainly. 

6600.  The  other  records  in  the  Exchequer,  the  memoranda  rolls  of  the  court, 
where  are  they  kept  ? — At  the  Ride,  I think. 

6601.  Well  arranged? — I should  think  so. 

6602.  With  any  better  index  than  the  dockets  ? — There  is  an  index  to  the 
memoranda,  but  the  correctness  of  it  I cannot  speak  to ; it  is  published. 

6603.  Published  by  an  individual? — Yes,  Mr.  Jones  j I do  not  know  how 
correct  it  is,  or  how  incorrect. 

6604.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Do  you  mean  the  two  volumes  folio  ? — Yes. 

6605.  Chairman.']  The  records  of  the  courts  of  common  law,  do  you  apply 
the  same  remark  to  the  fees  required  on  looking  into  them  ? — I think  they  are 
worse  : you  have  to  copy  the  record  yourself  if  it  is  an  old  one,  and  they  charge 
the  same  as  if  you  had  a copy  made  for  you ; so  that  I have  to  charge  my  client 
for  half  a day  or  a day  for  copying  a record  at  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  record 
keepers  make  me  pay  the  same  as  if  they  had  copied  it  themselves. 

6606.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  referred  to  a case  which  you  had,  in  which  you 
wished  to  consult  50  records  at  the  Chapter  House,  and  that  that  consultation  would 
have  had  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  8 s.  4 d.  each : it  appears  that  the  aggregate 
of  such  charge  would  have  been  20 1.  1 6 s.  Sd. ; would  such  a sum  in  a solicitor’s 
bill,  in  a cause  requiring  the  inspection  of  50  records,  be  so  disproportionate  a 
charge  as  to  amount  to  a denial  of  justice  ? — That  item  is  only  one : there  may  be 
half-a-dozen  or  ten  similar  items  for  similar  searches  for  records  ; and  in  some  cases, 
as  in  the  Pailton  case,  the  parishioners  had  not  the  20 1.  among  them  to  pay,  and 
therefore  in  their  case  I did  not  attempt  to  make  the  search,  and  1 made  them  a 
present  of  my  time.  In  an  important  case,  as  was  the  case  that  I was  engaged  in, 
and  where  I searched  at  the  Chapter  House,  the  parties  were  persons  of  great  afflu- 
ence, and  it  was  of  no  consequence  to  them. 

6607.  Chairman .]  But  in  the  case  of  the  Chapter  House,  you  gave  up  searching 
on  account  of  the  expense  ? — I did  not  search  for  so  many  as  I should  wish  to 
have  done,  not  wishing  to  incur  heavy  charges. 

6608.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Would  20 1.  16.?.  8 d.  be  a disproportionate  charge 
in  a solicitor’s  ordinary  bill,  in  a suit  that  required  the  inspection  of  50  records;  in 
other  words,  does  it  appear  to  you  that  it  is  such  a charge  as  you  could  not  ordi- 
narily justify  in  any  such  cause,  whatever  the  office  may  be  in  which  the  record 
may  have  been  deposited  ? — The  search  at  the  Chapter  House  is  only  one  search  out 
of  many,  which  every  solicitor  investigating  records  for  a cause  must  search ; could 
he  make  all  his  searches  for  20 1.,  he  would  be  well  satisfied,  to  pay  it ; but  if  he 
must  go  through  several  offices,  and  have  several  perhaps  similar  charges,  it  then 
becomes  a very  important  consideration  whether  a client  will  incur  the  expense. 

6609.  You  have  referred  to  the  necessity  of  examining  some  50  records  in  a 
single  law  proceeding,  such  records  being  in  the  Chapter  House ; is  not  the  exami- 
nation of  50  records  an  examination  of  unusual  extent  in  any  law  proceeding  ?~ ■ 
I have  never  searched  at  the  Chapter  House  for  so  many ; and  in  this  case  I do  not 
suppose  I searched  more  than  one-half  or  two-thirds,  on  account  of  the  expense ; 
the  fees  I paid  them  were  about  20  guineas,  including  copies. 

6610.  Has  the  keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  any  interest  in  the  fees  or  the 
copies? — I believe  none. 

6611.  You  have  referred  to  the  state  of  the  records  in  the  Carlton  Ride ; are  you 
aware  whether  the  bills,  answers  and  depositions,  on  the  equity  side  of  the  Exche- 
quer, are  well  or  ill  arranged  there  ? — I know  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  a bill 
and  answer,  and  deposition,  but  I do  not  know  exactly  where  they  are  kept  at  the 
Ride  ; but  when  I want  one  it  is  immediately  produced  to  me. 

66 12.  Are  you  aware  of  the  state  in  which  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  are  kept,  in  the  same  building  ? — I have  not  examined  them  since  they  have 
been  removed  from  the  Mews,  but  I should  entertain  no  doubt  of  their  being  in 
the  order  of  terms  and  years. 

6613.  Chairman.]  Can  you  state  at  all  what  has  been  the  expense  of  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave’s  work  upon  the  Parliamentary  Writs  ? — Only  in  that  general  way  which 
I think  would  be  indecorous  in  me  to  mention,  by  public  report. 

6614.  Is  not  that  the  most  expensive  work  that  the  Record  Commissioners 

have  undertaken  ? — Putting  the  Statutes  out  of  the  question,  I should  say  cer- 
tainly. J 

6615.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  the  opinion  of  lawyers  and  antiquaries,  itiis  the 

\mpst 
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most  useless  work  that  the  commission  have  ever  published  ? — That  is  the 
opinion  that  I have  always  heard  expressed,  and  it  is  my  opinion. 

6616.  Can  you  say  in  what  way  it  can  be  of  any  utility?— I have  never  found 
it  of  any  utility. 

6617.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  Have  you  found  it  of  any  utility  in  the  researches 
to  which  you  have  alluded  in  the  answers  to  questions  put  to  you  in  the  first  part 
of  your  examination,  for  your  “ Origines  Genealogies”  ? — I think  my  book  was 
published  before  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  ; my  book  was  printed  in  1828,  and 
I should  think  had  been  written  a year  before 'it  was  printed,  in  1827. 

6618.  Sir  Francis’s  first  volume  came  out  about  1827  ?— I never  found  any  use 

from  it ; I may  possibly  have  referred  to  it.  J 

6619.  Chairman .]  If  in  investigating  the  accounts  of  the  commission  it  should 
appear  that  money  had  been  expended  on  foreign  missions  for  transcripts  of  Saxon 
works  not  relating  to  records,  do  you  consider  this  an  expenditure  justified  by  the 
words  of  the  commission,  and  do  you  consider  it  more  useful  than  expending  the 
same  amount  of  money  in  arranging,  repairing,  calendaring  and  indexing  our  own 
records.  I do  not  see  how,  under  the  words  of  the  commission,  which  is  printed 
at  the  head  of  the  record  works,  those  things  you  have  named  to  me  come  under 
those  words. 

6620.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Record  Commission  has  a library  ?— I have  heard 
it  so  said  in  common  conversation. 

6621.  You  could  not  point  out  anything  in  the  commission  that  justifies  the 
laying  out  1,500/.  for  the  purchase  of  a library  ?— Cei  tainly  not. 

6622.  Are  you  aware  of  any  Use  that  has  been  derived  to  the  public  from  the 
purchase  of  this  library  ? — None. 

6623.  Do  you  know  where  it  is  kept? — No;  lam  not  certain  that  there  is 
one. 


6624.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.']  Is  there  anything  in  the  commission,  which  in  so 
many  words  authorizes  the  purchase  of  pens  and  paper;  and  do  you  or  do  you 
not  consider  that  the  purchase  of  books  may  or  may  not,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  books,  be  as  essential  for  the  purposes  of  the  commission  as  the 
purchase  of  stationery,  the  whole  being  a question  of  opinion  as  to  the  particular 
books,  or  the  particular  quantity  of  stationery  employed?— It  is,  of  course,  a deli- 
cate thing  for  me  to  presume  to  give  an  opinion  to  the  Committee  upon.  I 
understood  that  the  question  put  to  me  was  only  as  an  opinion  ; I should  wish  to 
give  it,  with  very  great  submission,  as  merely  the  opinion  of  a very  private  indi- 


6625.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  works  of  the  commission 
having  been  sold  as  waste  paper  ? — I was  informed  two  or  three  years  since  that 
a very  great  quantity  was  sold  as  waste  paper  by  some  bookseller  at  the  corner  of 
a street  m a line  in  or  near  Cannon-street,  and  I went  to  buy  them. 

0626.  What  were  those  works ?— I never  saw  them;  I was  told  that  I could 
not  get  them.  I understood  Sir  Thomas  Phillips  bought  some,  and  brought  them 
away  in  a hackney-coach. 

.?627’  Pr"  Had  they  been  disposed  of  previously  to  your  appli- 

cat'°n  •— ^°me  bad  5 and  they  were  taken  away  from  the  bookseller. 

0028.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  As  a matter  of  opinion,  you  have  stated,  in  your 
own  judgment  and  that  of  other  antiquaries,  that  the  work  of  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
grave  upon  the  Parliamentary  Writs  was  of  no  use ; what  opportunities  have  you 
nad  of  comparing  it  with  the  works  of  Prynne  or  Willis,  or  any  other  antiquaries 
connected  with  similar  pursuits?— I took  the  liberty  of  stating,  a few  minutes 
tn  ™ 1 r U • Very  much  WIsh  my  answers  to  be  considered  as  confined  entirely 
^profession  as  a lawyer.  I wish  my  answers  with  respect  to  any  question, 
now  and  that  I have  made  before,  to  be  considered  in  a practical  legal  way  • 
v gr0unds  that  1 stated  I had  never  found  it  of  any  use. 
n r answer  did  110t  niean  t0  imply  tliat  the  work,  though  not  useful 
b,\Vn,?Tai  7 t0  y0U  as  a sollclfor>  mi8ht  »ot  be  useful  to  the  general  student  in 
not  1 llterature’  or  m Parliamentary  and  constitutional  history  ?— Certainly 

roufiiL°i  ■^°1y°-U  <rons*der  that  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  ought  to  be 
tn  GXC  ^sive / to  benefit  professional  gentlemen,  or  might  not  they  be  open 
general  student?  Certainly,  open  to  the  general  student  and  historian. 
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Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

6631.  Chairman .]  YOU  have  heard  the  statement  made  by  the  last  witness 
with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel?— I 
have. 

6632.  That  answer  applied  to  the  state  of  the  records  sometime  back;  do 
you  know  anything  of  the  present  state  of  those  records  ? — I do.  I had  occasion 
to  consult  them  not  two  months  since,  having  been  employed  to  search  the  Privy 
Seals,  Signed  Bills,  and  other  records  of  that  description,  to  ascertain  whether 
patents  of  creation  were  ever  granted  to  Lords  Vaux  and  Bray,  and  the  want  of 
calendars  and  indexes  obliged  me  to  inspect  every  document  in  those  bundles 
during  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  8th  ; a search  that  occupied  me  a long  time ; 
and  I found  the  bundles  in  question  in  a most  filthy  and  disgraceful  state,  fully 
justifying  the  description  of  the  last  witness. 

6633.  Has  any  improvement  been  made  since  the  period  to  which  the  last 
witness  referred  as  to  the  arrangement  of  these  documents,  or  generally  as  to  pro- 
viding indexes  and  diminishing  fees  in  that  office  ? — Not  the  slightest  improve- 
ment. 

William  Turton,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6634.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  YOU  are,  I believe,  connected  with  some  of  the 
Chancery  offices? — I am. 

6635.  With  which? — The  Six  Clerks  in  Chancery. 

6636.  Are  you  acquainted  with  other  offices  in  Chancery  having  records  ?— 

I am  acquainted  with  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Hanaper  and  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Enrolments. 

6637.  Are  not  the  records  in  the  Chancery  offices  the  most  important,  with 
reference  to  matters  which  are  the  subject  of  litigation,  of  any  in  the  kingdom  ? — 
Yes,  by  far. 

6638.  Generally  speaking,  are  the  records  in  those  Chancery  offices  which  you 
have  specified  in  a good  state  of  arrangement? — Very  good. 

6639.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  finding  .any  which  may  be  wanted? — None  at 
all ; I should  like  to  challenge  the  experiment. 

6640.  Are  there  good  and  sufficient  books  of  reference  to  each  depository  ? — 
There  are  good  indexes. 

6641.  Do  you  consider  the  fees  charged  for  searches  to  be  moderate? — Very 
moderate, 

6642.  Are  the  repositories  themselves  good? — Yes,  very  good;  very  dry  and 
very  airy. 

6643.  Is  the  building  convenient  to  the  profession  in  point  of  locality  ?— It  is 
in  Chancery-lane. 

6644.  Dr.  Bowring. ] What  is  the  remotest  date  of  the  records  to  which  you 
are  now  referring  ? — 1 75^- 

6645.  Chairman .]  All  this  good  arrangement  is  owing  to  the  Record  Com- 
mission ? — I believe  not. 

6646.  Who  then  is  it  owing  to  ? — The  record  officers.  The  Chancery  Commis- 
sioners came  to  view  the  Chancery  records ; they  looked  over  them,  and  they  were 
pleased  with  the  arrangement ; Lord  Devon  was  one  of  that  commission. 

6647.  Did  the  Record  Commission  come  and  view  it? — No;  I wish  they 
would. 

6648.  You  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  that  commission? — No;  I 
believe  we  made  returns  to  them  ; I hope  they  will  do  us  the  honour  to  come ; 
they  can  come  at  any  time  from  six  in  the  morning  till  1 2 at  night ; I should  be 
most  happy  to  see  them. 

6649.  Have  any  changes  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  suggestions  of  the 
Record  Commission? — No,  not  any. 

6650.  You  have  not  seen  any  of  the  Record  Commissioners  at  these  offices  at 
any  time  from  six  in  the  morning  till  12  at  night? — No,  not  at  those  early 
hours. 

6651.  Nor  at  all  ? — No,  I have  not  seen  them  there. 

6652.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  You  were  secretary  to  the  late  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  Sir  Thomas  Plumer? — Yes  I was,  for  many  years. 

6653.  In  that  character  did  you  ever  hear  any  complaint  made  of  the  amount 
of  the  fees,  the  condition  of  the  records,  or  the  want  of  access  which  the  suitors 

or 
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or  other  inquirers  experienced  with  regard  to  the  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  ? 

Never ; Sir  Thomas  Plumer  was  the  last  man  that  would  have  countenanced  it, 
and  the  first  man  that  would  have  corrected  it. 

6654.  Chairman .]  Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say,  from  your  own  know- 
ledge, that  the  information  given  to  the  Committee,  of  the  bad  state  of  arrange- 
ment there,  and  the  high  fees  charged,  is  incorrect  ? — To  this  extent  I can  : when 
Sir  Thomas  Plumer  was  appointed  Master  of  the  Rolls,  (those  who  knew  him  knew 
that  he  was  an  anxious  man  to  do  his  duty)  his  first  duty  was,  as  keeper  of  the 
records,  to  look  at  them,  to  see  their  state  and  condition ; he  went  into  the  Rolls 
Chapel  and  he  observed  the  condition  of  the  records  there,  and  he  was  surprised, 
and  I will  use  the  word  disgusted,  at  the  condition  in  which  he  found  them. 

6655.  What  year  was  this  in  ?— It  was  in  1 81 8.  He  found  them  in  a very  bad 
condition ; there  were  no  proper  rooms  ; no  proper  cupboards ; and  the  chapel 
where  duty  was  performed,  was  more  like  a warehouse  than  a chapel ; I hardlv 
know  what  to  call  them  ; the  poles  that  a chicken  would  have  roosted  upon,  and 
upon  which  these  records  were,  went  against  the  wall,  which  was  damp,  conse- 
quently had  rotted  the  ends  of  the  rolls  ; when  we  pulled  some  of  them  down,  Sir 
Thomas  Plumer  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  them  in  that  condition,  and  he 
immediately  applied  to  the  Government  representing  the  condition  of  those  rolls, 
but  he  had  much  difficulty  to  get  the  chapel  put  into  the  condition  it  is  now  put 
in.  I went  over  them  with  him,  and  proper  cupboards  and  shelves  were  made, 
and  I believe  the  condition  of  the  rolls  is  very  different  now  to  what  it  was  then.  * 

6656.  You  have  not  pointed  out  in  what  respect  the  evidence  given  of  want  of 
arrangement  and  indexes,  and  the  amount  of  the  fees,  is  incorrect  ? — We  then  sent 
to  Mr.  Kipling,  the  keeper,  and  directed  that  the  making  of  indexes  and  everything 
else  might  be,  from  that  time  particularly,  if  not  before,  accurately  attended 
to ; he  was  assured  that  it  was,  and  further,  he  found  that  the  records  were  better 
taken  care  of  and  in  better  condition  ; but  having  a responsible  officer,  he  did  not 
further  look  into  the  indexes  j what  they  were  I cannot  pretend  to  say ; it  was  not 
my  duty  to  look  into  them. 


The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Lancelot  Shadwell,  Vice-Chancellor  of  England,  called  in  ; 
and  Examined. 

6657.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  IN  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  State  of  Public  Records,  in  1800,  it  is  stated  that 
“the  most  essential  of  all  the  measures  for  the  purpose  of  laying. open  to  the 
public  a full  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  various  repositories  would  be  to  print 
some  of  the  principal  calendars  and  indexes,  and  also  such  of  the  original  records 
hitherto  unpublished  as  were  the  most  important  in  their  nature  and  the  most 
perfect  in  their  kind.”  Has  that  suggestion  the  sanction  of  your  Honor’s  judg- 
ment ? — I should  perfectly  agree  with  it. 

6658.  It  was  also  a recommendation  of  the  same  Committee,  that  such  of  the 
Year  Books  as  have  not  been  printed  should  be  committed  to  the  press,  and  that  it 
might  be  expedient  to  prepare  for  the  public  a uniform  edition  of  all  the  Year 
Books,  from  the  reign  of  Edward  1,  to  that  of  Henry  8,  with  a general  index. 
Does  it  appear  to  your  Honor  that  there  would  result  from  the  execution  of  this 
measure  any  considerable  advantage  to  our  knowledge  of  the  history  and  progress 
of  English  jurisprudence'?— With  respect  to  the  Year  Books  not  printed,  fcan 
give  no  opinion  ; I do  not  know  what  they  are ; with  respect  to  the  Year  Books 
which  are  printed,  the  reprinting  of  them  would  diffuse  a more  general  knowledge 
of  the  English  law  than  people  at  present  possess. 

6659-  Another  suggestion  made  by  the  Committee  was,  that  an  uniform  edition 
should  be  prepared  of  the  ancient  law-writers,  such  as  Glanville,  Britton,  Bracton 
and  Fleta ; does  it  appear  to  your  Honor  that  such  a publication,  founded  on  a 
-collation  of  the  best  manuscripts,  would  be  a valuable  addition  to  the  works  already- 
existing  illustrative  of  the  early  history  of  the  English  constitution  ? — Without 
a 1 oubt ; but  I think  myself  that  the  value  will  consist  in  making  the  contents  of 

ose  works  more  known  among  antiquarians  and  historians  than  among  lawyers  ; 

Cf  r f6*Ve  -aie  at  Presen*;  sufficiently  in  the  hands  of  lawyers. 

000.  Does  it  appear  to  your  Honor  that  a knowledge  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws 
an  the  Welsh  laws  is  necessary  for  the  history  of  the  English  law? — I should 
conceive  that  a knowledge  of  those  laws  would  tend  to  throw  some  light  upon 

°’33*  4F2  - certain 


IV.  Tnrton,  Esq. 
27  June  1836. 


Right  Hon. 
Sir  L.  Shadxvtll. 
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Right  Hon.  certain  points  of  English  law,  but  rather  as  a matter  of  historical  curiosity  than 
Sir  L.  ShadweU.  anything  of  value  for  the  knowledge  of  the  law  as  it  is  at  present. 

666 1.  Chairman .]  Would  not  your  Honor  speak  more  decidedly  upon  that 

27  June  1836.  pointj  and  say  that  a knowledge  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  would  have  no  bearing 
upon  any  case  that  could  come  before  you  to  be  decided,  or  before  any  of  the 
courts  of  law? — I have  no  conception  that  any  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  would 
tend  much  to  assist  in  the  judicial  investigation  into  any  case  that  now  exists ; inci- 
dentally it  might  throw  some  light  upon  it. 

6662.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  The  question  put  by  me  to  your  Honor  had 
reference,  not  to  the  practice  in  the  courts  of  law  or  equity,  but  to  the  history  of  the 
English  law  as  a matter  of  archeological  and  constitutional  inquiry  ? — Yes,  I 
think  it  would  have  a beneficial  effect  in  that  way. 

6663.  The  same  Committee,  the  suggestions  of  which  have  been  already  quoted, 
recommend  the  publication  of  state  papers,  such  as  those  which  form  the  work 
called  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  but  not  included  in  that  collection ; does  it  appear  to 
your  Honor  expedient  that  this  measure  should  be  carried  into  effect  ? — I should 
think  so.  In  the  same  way  as  we  see  Rymer’s  Fcedera  constantly  quoted,  I 
should  conceive  similar  works,  if  made  known,  would  be  of  considerable  utility. 

6664.  Does  it  appear  to  your  Honor  an  expedient  measure  to  print  for  public 
use  the  private  Acts  of  Parliament  down  to  any  period,  the  Revolution  or  the 
Restoration,  for  example  ? — No,  I should  think  not,  and  I will  tell  you  at  once  why 
I think  so  : the  private  Acts,  so  far  as  we  know  those  of  an  ancient  date,  are  in 
a very  loose  form,  and  in  the  last  30  years  there  has  been  so  much  attention  paid  (0 
the  fabrication  of  private  Acts,  everything  useful  to  be  known  would  be  known 
without  consulting  the  earlier  Acts. 

6665.  In  the  course  of  your  Honor’s  experience  as  a barrister  or  a judge  have 
you  had  reason  to  know  that  the  publications  by  the  Record  Commission  of  Pope 
Nicholas’s  Taxation,  of  the  Nonas  Rolls,  and  of  the  Valor  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  have  been  useful  to  persons  engaged  in  tithe  causes  ? — I cannot  answer 
that  question  directly,  because  I am  not  able  to  state  how  far  the  knowledge  of 
those  ancient  documents  to  which  you  refer  has  been  more  diffused  by  any  publi- 
cations issued  under  the  sanction  of  the  Record  Commission  ; but  this  I can  state, 
namely,  that  a knowledge  of  those  documents  is  exceedingly  useful,  and  is  brought 
into  practice  constantly,  in  tithe  causes  in  particular  ; and  though  I have  not  seen 
the  works  as  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  anything  that  facilitated  the  knowledge  of  their  contents 
would  be  useful.  - 

6666.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  your  Honor  to  have  met  with  complaints  of  the 
want  of  access  to  records,  or  of  the  difficulty  with  which  searches  are  made,  or  of 
impediments  in  the  way  of  obtaining  copies  for  ordinary  use? — I have  heard 
constantly  of  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  where  the  records  are  ; I have  known  of 
cases  where  searches  have  been  desired  to  be  made,  and  Mr.  Caley,  a very  great 
antiquarian,  has  stated  the  difficulty  he  has  found  in  ascertaining  where  certain 
records  were,  and  other  persons  as  well. 

6667.  Is  it  an  inference  which  your  Honor  would  wish  the  Committee  to  draw 
from  that  answer,  that  one  of  the  primary  objects  to  be  contemplated  by  the 
Record  Commission  ought  to  be  the  compilation  and  publication  of  calendars  and 
indexes  ? — Yes,  without  a doubt. 

6668.  In  your  experience  have  complaints  been  made  regarding  the  fees  in  any 
of  the  record  offices  ?—  1 have  always  heard  it  stated  they  were  very  great,  and 
rather  in  the  way  of  complaint  than  eulogy. 

6669.  If  there  had  been  any  confusion  in  the  offices,  which  confusion  prevented 
proper  access  to  the  records  contained  in  them,  is  it  likely  that  this  would  have 
become  known  to  your  Honor? — It  has  in  fact  been  made  known  to  me  that 
there  has  been  a great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  in  particular  places  which  were 
supposed  to  contain  records  where  the  records  were,  and  after  search  they  have 
been  found.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  matter  ought  so  to  be  contrived,  that  any 
person  ought  to  be  able  to  tell,  with  very  little  labour,  whether  a record  is  or  not 
kept  in  any  depository. 

6670.  Chairman.']  Which  would  be  a very  desirable  improvement  upon  the 
present  system  ? — Yes,  unless  such  an  improvement  has  taken  place  as  to  remove 
the  difficulty. 

6671.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  Will  you  distinguish  between  ancient  and  modern 
records,  and  state  what  period  you  would  desire  the  Committee  to  understand  by 

modem 
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modern  records,  with  respect  to  which  any  confusion  exists  ?-— I think  I do  not 
know  enough  of  the  matter  to  be  able  to  distinguish  between  what  you  would  call 
ancient  and  what  you  would  call  modern  records. 

6672.  Is  there  any  confusion  with  regard  to  the  records  during  the  last  century  ? 
—I  am  not  enabled  to  say  that  there  is  that  confusion  which  I have  understood  to 
prevail  with  regard  to  the  records  at  the  Rolls,  and  with  respect  to  the  records  at 
the  Tower. 

6673.  Are  you  aware  of  any  confusion  in  the  bills,  answers,  depositions  and 
decrees  in  your  Honor’s  own  court?— I conceive  there  would,  of  necessity,  be  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  because  I understand  the  method  of  keeping  them  is  this  : 
keeping  them  arranged  up  to  a certain  number  of  years,  and  at  the  end  of  every 
60  or  70  years  vast  heaps  are  removed  and  deposited  in  places  where  it  is  very- 
difficult  to  find  them ; that  I have  understood  from  the  clerks  in  the  Six  Clerks’ 
Office. 

' 6674.  Does  it  appear  to  your  Honor  that  better  accommodation  for  some  of  the 
records  is  necessary  than  is  at  present  afforded  P — I have  understood,  in  a o-eneral 
way,  that  the  accommodation  is  very  imperfect,  and  that  many  records  are  ?o  kept 
as  to  be  subject  to  damage,  and  that  there  is  no  convenience  for  persons  who  wish 
to  search  for  them. 

6675.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  expediency  of  the  erection  of  one 

or  more  buildings  which  should  be  constructed  with  a primary  view  to  the  recep- 
tion of  one  or  more  portions  of  the  national  records  ?— No,  I have  never  considered 
the  question.  In  order  to  understand  that,  it  is  necessary  one  should  be  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  the  sort  of  building  in  which  they  are,  and  whether  they  could 
be  improved  ; to  which  I cannot  speak.  J 

6676.  Are  you  aware  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  Record  Commission : 
are  you  aware  that  it  consists  of  a certain  number  of  Judges  and  Statesmen  ?— I am 
aware  of  it  generally. 

6677.  And  that  the  instructions  of  those  gentlemen  are  carried  into  execution 
by  sub-commissioners  and  others  receiving  salaries  ?— I understand  that  the  o-eneral 
management  is  vested  in  men  of  high  distinction  and  eminence  in  point  of  rank 
and  station  in  life,  and  that  they  act  gratuitously,  and  of  necessity  they  emplov 
under  them  persons  who  do  laborious  work,  for  which  they  are  to  be  paid. 

6678.  Does  it  appear  to  your  Honor  that  its  constitution  is  well  adapted  to  the 
attainment  of  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  commission  ? — I can  only  say  that 
some  papers  were  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr.  Cooper,  in  which  I think  there  were 
letters  from  Mr.  Allen  and  other  gentlemen,  and  there  were  particular  observations 
made  m some  of  them  as  to  the  employment  of  inspectors  and  subordinate  persons. 
Now,  I know  very  little  of  what  has  been  actually  done  by  the  subordinate  officers 
acting  under  the  commissioners ; but  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  right  thing  would 
be,  to  preserve  the  commissioners-  as  an  honorary  body,  and  let  them  employ 
subordinate  persons,  who  must  be  paid  for  their  work. 

6679.  Do  you  think  that  any  benefit  arises  from  having  the  chief  officers  of  the 
law  for  instance  the  judges,  on  the  commission,  and  enabling  them  occasionally  to 
lend  their  personal  assistance  in  some  of  the  operations  of  the  commission,  and  also 
giving  to  it  dignity  and  weight?— I should  think  so. 

6680.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  that  the  directive  and  the  executory  duties 
should  or  not  be  united  in  the  same  persons  ?~I  should  think  that  they  ought  to 
be  separate,  by  which  I mean  that  those  who  preside,  the  commissioners  themselves, 
should  be  the  gentlemen  to  point  out  what  ought  to  be  done,  but  not  themselves 
the  doers  of  it. 


6O81.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  great  mass  of  those  who  are  appointed  under 
the  commission  are  persons  capable  of  deciding  whether  it  be  expedient  to  print,  for 
instance,  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  though  they  may  not  be  quite  competent,  either 
n-om  acquirements  or  from  leisure,  to  superintend  the  publication  ?— Yes ; it  seems 
to  me  that  the  general  question,  whether  a particular  book  ought  to  be  more 
Mown,  will  fall  peculiarly  within  the  commissioners’  judgment;  the  mode  of 
executing  they  could  not  determine  upon  without  consulting,  and  very  much 
relying  upon  the  judgment  of  others. 


Right  Mon. 
Sir  L.  SJiadwell. 


27  June  1836. 


William  Turton,  Esq.  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

m^n-\  A V E you  anything  further  to  state  in  explanation  of  your  IV.  Turton.  Esq. 

tormer  evidence  r-l  he  Vice-Chancellor  has  stated  there  is  some  difficulty  in  

4 F 3 finding 
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Right  Hon. 
Sir 2,.  ShadweU. 


David  Drove,  Esc 


598  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

finding  the  records  in  our  office  ; I would  beg  to  state,  that  from  the  year  1758, 
and  I will  invite  his  Honor,  and  I hope  this  Committee  will  do  us  the  honour  to 
inspect  our  records,  and  I will  put  my  watch  on  the  table,  and  I think  I can 
engage  to  find  any  record  since  that  date  up  to  the  present  tune  in  three  minutes  ; 
in  the  Enrolment  Office  for  15  years,  and  the  Hanaper  Office,  as  far  as  we  have 
them,  for  suits  in  Chancery,  I engage  to  find  them  in  three  minutes. 

6683.  Chairman.']  Do  you  send  indexes  of  the  records  in  your  office  to  the 
Tower  ? — Yes. 

6684.  You  retain  copies  in  the  Six-Clerks’ Office? — Yes. 

6685.  Any  applicant  coming  there  pays  a fee  to  you  for  searching  the  indexes  of 
the  documents  at  the  Tower  ?— I do  not  know  how  that  is  ; I have  an  officer  in 
the  room  who  will  answer  that  question. 

6686.  Do  you  know  whether  by  those  means  double  fees  are  paid?— That 
I cannot  answer  now. 


John  Herman  Merivale , Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

6687.  HAVE  you  anything  further  to  state  in  explanation  of  your  former  evi- 
dence ? — Without  presuming  in  the  slightest  degree  to  question  the  possibility  of 
a case  occurring  in  which,  there  might  be  some  difficulty,  as  has  been  stated  by 
his  Honor  the  Vice-Chancellor  in  referring  to  a Chancery  record,  I only  wish  to 
state  what  I think  is  due  to  the  office,  as  having  been  one  of  the  Chancery  Commis- 
sioners deputed  with  Lord  Devon  and  another  of  the  commissioners  to  inspect 
the  state  of  the  records  at  the  Six-Clerks’  Office  ; and  that  is,  that  though  I cannot 
at  this  distance  of  time  take  upon  me  expressly  to  affirm  that  not  more  than  five 
minutes  would  be  required  for  the  production  of  any  record  that  might  be  wanted, 
yet  that  the  impression  upon  our  minds  was  that  nothing  could  be  more  regular  or 
proper  than  the  mode  employed  for  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  those  of 
the  Chancery  records  which  are  deposited  in  that  office.  The  more  early  records 
are  (as  has  been  already  mentioned)  removed  successively  to  the  Rolls  Chapel  and 
to  the  Tower. 


The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Lancelot  Shadwell,  Vice-Chancellor  of  England, 
further  Examined. 

6688.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  YOUR  Honor  referred,  in  the  answer  which  you 
recently  gave,  to  the  early  documents  at  the  Six-Clerks  Office?  Yes,  I referred 
to  those  that  were  removed  from  the  office. 

6689.  Has  your  Honor,  as  a judge,  heard  any  complaint  of  the  state  in  which 
the  records  in  the  office  have  been  kept  ?— None  at  all ; they  are  modern. 

David  Drezve,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

[•  6690.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis .]  DID  you  hear  the  question  which  was  put  to  Mr. 

TU66qi-  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  a double  fee  be  paid  for  searching 
the  copy  of  the  index  in  the  Six-Clerks’  Office,  the  original  being  in  the  Tower? 

If  they  come  to  us  we  charge  for  a search,  not  an  inspection  ; and  then  we  give 

them  -a  note  to  take  to  the  Tower,  where  they  may  inspect  without  any  trouble  ; 

what  the  charge  there  is  I do  not  know.  . 

6602.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  know  that  at  the  Tower  they  have  to  pay  tor  the 
search  too? — I do  not  know;  we  charge  them  for  the  search,  and  then  we  give 
them  a note  with  the  number  to  take  to  the  Tower ; they  may  re-index  them  at  the 
Tower  for  aught  I know  ; they  did  formerly.  ' 

6693.  Then  there  must  have  been  a fee  paid  for  that? — Yes ; if  they  are  taken 
down  and  re-indexed  the  fee  is  only  1 s.  for  a year. 
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Mercurii,  29°  die  Junii,  IS 36. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Sir  Charles  Lemon.' 

Dr.  Bo  wring.  Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.  Mr.  Villiers. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


George  Frederick  Beltz,  Esq.,  Lancaster  Herald,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

6694.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  YOU  are  a member  of  the  Corporation  of  the  College 
of  Arms  ?— I am. 

6695.  Your  time  has  therefore  been,  in  a great  measure,  directed  to  genealogical 
inquiries  ?— Certainly. 

6696.  The  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  are  in  the  library  of  your 
college,  are  they  not  P — Yes. 

6697.  Have  you  had  frequent  occasion  to  consult  them  for  genealogical  pur 
poses  ? — Yes. 

6698.  For  the  direct  purpose  of  your  own  profession,  which  of  those  publications 
are  the  most  useful  P — I consider  them  to  be  all,  more  or  less,  useful  for  that  pur- 
pose; but,  if  I were  desired  to  particularize  any  volumes,  I should  say  that  the 
Calendars  of  Inquisitions,  both  English  and  Scotch,  are  most  generally  referred  to. 

6699.  Do  you  discover  in  those  calendars  any  special  deficiency  which  you  would 
desire  to  see  remedied  ? — Certainly,  in  regard  to  the  calendar  of  references  to  the 
English  Inquisitions,  if  it  had  stated  also  the  heirs  of, the  deceased,  it  would  have 
been  more  useful ; and  also  if  it  had  distinguished  inquisitiones  post  mortem  from 
inquisitions  as  to  dower,  enfeoffments,  &c. 

6700.  Are  you  aware  that  the  present  commission  has  directed  the  preparation 
of  a Calendarium  Hmredum  ? — Yes. 

6701.  Do  you  consider  that  such  a calendar  is  desirable,  and  would  indeed 
prove-  an  essential  addition  to  the  value  of  the  works  ? — Yes,  as  supplying  one  of 
the  principal  deficiencies  now  complained  of. 

6702.  Has  not  the  commission  afforded  ample  materials  for  tracing  the  descent  of 
families,  by  the  publication  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  Concords,  Fine  Rolls,  Close  Rolls, 
Patent  Rolls  and  Pleadings? — They  are  all  highly  important  for  the  purpose  of 
genealogical  inquiries. 

6703.  The  information  contained  in  them  is,  in  your  judgment,  very  important  to 
your  own  profession,  and  to  gentlemen  engaged  in  similar  pursuits? — Undoubtedly. 

6704.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  literature  which  is  connected 
with  those  subjects,  do  you  consider  such  publications  could  have  issued  from  the 
press  without  the  aid  of  Government  ? — Certainly  not  from  any  private  source,  with 
any  hope  of  indemnity  for  the  expense. 

6705.  Do  you  know  enough  of  the  state  of  the  market,  in  that  department  of 
literature,  to  know  that  such  publications,  if  intrinsically  valuable,  could  never- 
theless not  appear  with  any  hope  of  profit,  if  undertaken  at  the  expense  of  private 
booksellers,  or  of  associated  booksellers  ? — They  certainly  could  not. 

6706.  The  last  question  has  had  reference  to  certain  publications  which  have 
issued  from  the  press  under  the  authority  of  the  existing  board ; are  you  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  works  under  the  former  commissions  to  enable  you  to 
state  to  the  Committee  your  opinion,  whether  they  (particularly  the  more  volumi- 
nous of  those  works)  are  such  as  could  have  been  undertaken,  in  like  manner,  as 
a private  speculation  by  individual  booksellers,  or  associated  booksellers,  with  any 
prospect  of  pecuniary  remuneration  ?< — I think  they  could  not  have  been  under- 
taken with  any  chance  of  the  same  success,  as  far  as  regards  the  information 
imparted,  or  any  hope  from  loss,  or  indeed  that  they  could  have  been  published, 
except  under  the  authority  and  at  the  cost  of  Government. 

°*33*  4F4  6707.  Generally 


G.  F.  Bellz,  Esq. 
129  June  1836. 
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G.  F.  Beltz,  Esq.  6707.  Generally  speaking,  your  opinion  is,  that  the  works  are  useful  in  theta- 

selves,  yet  are  not  of  a nature  which  a private  speculation  could  have  furnished  ? 

29  June  1836.  Certainly. 

6708.  Comparing  the  works  which  have  issued  from  the  press,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  former  commissions,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  present  commission,  can 
you  state  whether,  in  your  judgment,  the  works  under  the  present  board  are  more 
or  less  creditable,  as  to  usefulness  and  accuracy,  than  the  works  of  the  preceding 
boards  ? — I should  think  they  are  more  creditable  in  both  respects. 

6709.  Chairman .]  I thought  you  said  just  now,  the  most  useful  works  of  the 
commission  were  the  calendars? — That  the  Calendars  of  Inquisitions  were,  accord- 
ing to  my  opinion,  the  most  useful  to  persons  engaged  in  pursuits  similar  to  mine. 

6710.  They  were  the  works  of  the  old  commission? — Under  the  old  commission; 
but  they  are  faulty. 

6711.  But  still  they  are  the  most  useful  works,  in  your  own  experience? — Per- 
haps they  are  more  generally  referred  to  by  us.  , 

6712.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Is  the  library  in  which  you  deposit  those  works  accessible 
to  the  public  ? — Certainly. 

6713.  Chairman .]  What,  that  anybody  may  go  in  and  read  them? — Any 
literary  person  is  permitted  to  make  what  extracts  he  chooses,  under  proper 
superintendence. 

6714.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Have  you  used  any  of  the  volumes  for  the  purpose 
of  general  history  ? — I have,  particularly  for  biography. 

6715.  Using  the  term,  “ general  history,”  in  the  larger  sense,  contradistinguished 
from  those  pursuits  connected  with  private  families,  in  which  your  own  office  is 
directly  engaged  ? — Genealogical  researches  are  very  much  interwoven  with  those 
for  general  history.  A historian  ought  to  be  a good  genealogist,  and  to  be 
acquainted  with,  and  able  to  avail  himself  of,  the  public  records,  for  the  purpose  of 
any  work  on  history  which  may  occupy  his  attention. 

6716.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  the  nature  of  your  own  historical  re- 
searches ? — I have  been  engaged  in  many  researches  of  that  nature,  and  particu- 
larly, for  several  years,  in  collecting  materials  for  a new  history  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter. 

6717.  Is  it  a continuation  of  Ashmole  and  Anstis,  or  an  original  work  from  the 
first  institution  of  the  order  ? — From  the  first  institution,  and  on  a different  plan 
from  those  of  Anstis  and  Ashmole. 

6718.  What  volumes  have  been  most  useful  to  you  for  this  purpose? — It  is 
difficult  to  particularize,  where  all  have  been  useful ; but  I would  again  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  Calendars  of  Inquisitions  as  a principal  source  of  information  for  the 
biography  of  the  knights. 

6719.  Dr.  Bowing.]  With  a view  to  your  own  research,  have  you  generally 
been  satisfied  with  their  accuracy  ? — No,  certainly  not,  for  I have  frequently  found 
the  references  to  be  erroneous  on  inspecting  the  records  themselves. 

6720.  Chairman .]  The  Calendars  are  the  most  useful  works  the  Record  Com- 
mission has  published,  but  even  they  are  defective  ? — They  are  certainly  so,  with  a 
view  to  my  particular  pursuits. 

6721.  Dr.  Bowing.]  You  have  found  they  have  been  inaccurately  edited  on 
reference  to  the  original  records  ? — In  many  cases  the  record  referred  to  is  not  to  be 
found. 

6722.  But  in  cases  where  you  had  to  compare  the  publication  of  the  record  with 
the  record  itself,  have  you  been  satisfied  with  the  accuracy  ? — I refer  chiefly  to  the 
finding  or  not  finding  the  record  in  its  proper  depository  at  the  Tower;  and  then, 
frequently,  when  I have  consulted  the  record  according  to  the  reference  as  amongst 
the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  I have  found  -it  not  to  be  of  that  description  of 
record,  but  one  of  a different  character. 

6723.  You  are  not  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  of  the  publication  through 
which  you  have  obtained  access  to  the  original  document? — Certainly  not  with  the 
existing  publication,  which  would  be  essentially  improved  by  a supplementary  work 
such  as  that  now  in  contemplation,  the  “ Calendarium  Hasredum.” 

6724.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Fron^  the  importance  of  the  works  to  which  you  have 
referred,  do  you  consider  such  imperfection  of  such  a nature,  and  to  such  an  extent, 
as  would  render  the  publication  useless  to  the  profession  and  yourself? — No,  cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  not ; not  useless,  though  capable  of  considerable  improvement  bv  the  means 

suggested. 

6725.  One  improvement  to  which  you  have  referred  is  the  compilation  of  a 
Calendarium  Hseredum  ? — Yes. 

6726.  And  you  have  stated  such  improvement  is,  so  far  as  you  have  reason  to 
believe,  actually  in  preparation  under  the  direction  of  the  present  board? — I have 
understood  so. 

6727.  Mr.  Butter. ~\  What  reason  have  you  to  believe  that? — I have  heard  it 
mentioned  frequently.  I have  not  seen  any  part  of  that  publication. 

6728.  Do  you  know  who  is  entrusted  with  the  publication? — I understood  some 
gentleman  in  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower;  Mr.  Hardy,  probably;  but  I do  not 
know  precisely  who  is  charged  with  the  work. 

6729.  You  do  not  know  what  progress  he  has  made  in  it? — I do  not  know  posi- 
tively, never  having  seen  any  part  of  it. 

6730.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera, 
begun  under  the  old  commission,  the  publication  of  which  was  suspended  by  order 
of  the  present  commission  ? — I have  had  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to  that  work. 

6731.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  to  the  Committee  any  opinion  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  execution  of  that  work  ? — I remember  to  have  found  some  discrepan- 
cies between  it  and  the  record  in  the  course  of  my  researches. 

6732.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Even  with  reference  to  the  latter  edition  ?—  Certainly, 
where  the  mistake  of  the  original  edition  had  not  been  corrected. 

6733-  Sir  Robert  Inglis.-]  Under  all  the  circumstances,  do  you  consider  the  exist- 
ing commission  has  exercised  a sound  judgment  in  suspending  the  publication  of  that 
work? — I think  so. 

6734.  Under  the  same  circumstances,  do  you  think  it  expedient  to  resume  that 
work  with  any  improvements  in  its  details,  and  with  a stricter  regard  to  accuracy, 
on  the  plan  hitherto  adopted  ; or,  on  the  other  hand,  to  resume  an  intention  at  one 
time  entertained,  and  perhaps  in  part  contemplated  by  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1801,  of  printing  only  a supplement  in  continuation? — A supplement  to  and  con- 
tinuation of  the  original  work  by  Rymer  would  be  most  desirable. 

6735-  ^ is  well  known  that  you  have  been  sent  officially  to  foreign  countries  on 
business  connected  with  your  profession  ? — Yes. 

6736.  Has  such  experience  so  obtained  on  your  part,  or  obtained  by  you  in  any 
other  character,  enabled  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  that  valuable  materials  for 
a continuation  of  Rymer  exist  in  foreign  countries  ? — Certainly  ; I have  found  many 
such  valuable  materials  interspersed  in  foreign  libraries,  which,  I think,  might  with 
great  utility  form  part  of  such  supplementary  work. 

6737.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be  transcribed  in  order  to  complete 
Rymer’s  Fcedera  as  a great  national  work  ? — I think  it  would  be  highly  proper  and 
useful,  and  becoming  an  enlightened  nation  so  to  do. 

6738.  Can  you  make  any  other  remarks  for  the  information  of  this  Committee,., 
or  any  useful  suggestions  for  the  adoption  of  the  commissioners? — I think  a Calen- 
dar of  the  Inquisitions  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  would  be  a very  useful  work,  and  would 
submit  the  expediency  of  editing  such  a calendar,  embracing  the  Inquisitions  from- 
the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  7th  down  to  their  cessation  in  that 
of  Charles  the  1st. 

6739.  Such. calendar  to  include  the  heirs? — Yes,  and  the  date  of  the  death  of 
the  defunct,  with  the  dates  of  any  settlements  or  wills  recited  in  the  finding  of  the 
jurors. 

6740.  Are  the  records  in  your  own  college  of  arms  well  arranged,  and  sufficiently 
provided  with  indices,  or  calendars?- — Generally  speaking  they  are;  and  ive  have 
a person  or  persons  almost  constantly  employed  at  our  ovvn  expense  in  completing 
our  indices ; but  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  records,  and  have  had  much 
experience  there,  scarcely  require  more  than  the  index  to  each  volume,  knowing 
very  well  to  what  books  to  refer. 

6741.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Is  the  number  of  records  in  your  college  considerable? — 
Rather  considerable. 

6742.  Are  there  many  of  very  ancient  date? — Yes. 

6743*  What  is  the  earliest  ? — Our  records,  meaning  the  records  of  office,  are  not 
earlier  than  Henry  the  Seventh  ; but  we  have  works  containing  very  large  collec- 
tions from  the  public  records,  chartularies  of  monasteries,  and  other  muniments,  of 
a much  earlier  date. 

6744.  Have  you  any  indices  which  enable  you  to  refer,  with  facility,  to  such 
4 G records • 


G.  F.  Belle,  Esq. 
29  June  1836. 
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G.  F.  Beltz,  Esq.  records  as  you  possess  ? — Yes,  we  have  an  index  to  almost  every  work  ; but  we 
have  been  for  some  time  past,  and  are  now  preparing  others  on  a better  and  more 
29  June  1836.  accessible  scale  than  formerly. 

6745.  Do 'you  not  think  such  indices,  with  a view  to  the  knowledge  of  all  record 
offices,  an  object  of  primary  importance  ? — Most  certainly. 

6746.  Do  you  not  think  that  is  the  principal  object  to  be  accomplished,  first  to 
obtain  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  all  offices  ? — I think  it  would  be 
desirable. 

6747.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  your  collections  accessible  to  the  public,  and  if  so 
on  the  payment  of  what  fees,  oris  it  gratuitously? — I think  I observed  before,  that 
from  literary  men  we  never  claim  any  fees  for  their  searches.  The  ordinary  fee 
for  a cursory  search  at  the  Herald’s  Office,  is  5 s.,  which  probably  may  occupy 
an  hour,  or  even  longer,  m some  cases,  whilst  in  others  it  may  take  only  a few 
minutes  to  answer  the  question  propounded. 

6748.  Those  searches  which  are  made  for  professional  purposes  in  the  pursuit  of 
rights,  which  may  or  not  be  productive  of  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  party,  are  subject 
to  a fee ; but  those  researches  which  are  made  by  literary  men  for  literary  pur- 
poses, such  as  for  topographical  and  other  literary  works,  are  subject  to  no  fee 
but  are  allowed  to  be  made  gratuitously  under  proper  superintendence? — .Yes 
during  the  office  hours. 

6749.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Be  so  good  as  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  im- 
proved plan  of  indices  which  you  are  adopting  in  your  office  ? — 'The  bringing  a 
variety  of  other  indices  under  one  head. 

6750.  Is  it  chronologically? — No,  alphabetically  ; by  names  and  matter. 

Edward  Lawes,  Esq.,  Serjeant-at-law,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

E.  Laws,  Esq.  675 1.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  THE  Committee  understand  you  are  now  officially 

cognizant  of  the  records  in  the  New  Court  of  Bankruptcy  ? — I am  Registrar  to  that 

court. 

6752.  Has  due  provision  been  made  for  the  custody  of  those  records? — 
I think  so. 

6753.  Are  those  records  in  good  condition? — I think  they  are. 

6754.  Are  they  accessible  to  the  public  ? — They  are. 

6755.  Do  you  consider  any  interference  has  been  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  public  records,  in  order  to  obtain  this  due  custody  and  easy 
access  ? — I should  think  not;  the  court  is  of  recent  establishment. 

6756.  No  charge  of  neglect  can  lie  against  the  commissioners  for  not  having 
interfered  with  the  records,  or  superintending  their  state,  if  such  superintendence 
had  not  been  given  in  the  case  of  your  office  ? — I think  certainly  not. 

6757.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Has  the  office  been  visited  at  all  by  the  commissioners? — 
I am  not  aware  that  it  has.  It  is  only  of  recent  establishment ; in  1 832. 

6758.  Is  the  number  of  records  Considerable  ?— They  increase  every  day. 

6759.  Are  any  of  them  ancient? — No,  none  of  them. 

6760.  Chairman.]  Your  court  has  been  established  four  years  ? — Yes. 

6761.  It  has  not  been  very  much  overburdened  with  work  during  that  time? — 
Certainly  not. 

6762.  The  few  records  that  you  have,  have  not  yet  fallen  into  disorder? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

6763.  Are  they  in  a good  state  of  arrangement? — Yes. 

6764.  They  are  in  a perfectly  satisfactory  state  ? — Yes.  Ido  not  think  there 
would  be  the  least  difficulty  in  getting  any  document  without  any  delay. 

6765.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  there  an  index  in  which  they  are  alphabetically 
arranged  ? — There  are  two  offices  at  which  they  are  kept,  partly  at  one  and  partly 
at  the  other;  at  one  office  in  Quality-court  a clerk  is  in  the  care  of  them  ; he  has 
books  applicable  to  those  at  the  other  office  in  Basinghall-street  in  the  city,  where 
the  commissioners’  courts  are  kept;  there  are  no  less  than  six  courts  at  which  the 
papers  are  divided  into  different  cares,  each  court  having  a deputy  registrar,  having 
the  care  of  the  records  of  his  court. 

6766.  How  many  documents  are  in  your  individual  custody? — A vast  number. 

6767.  Can  you  mention  how  many? — I cannot.  If  we  call  an  affidavit  a docu- 
ment, which  I must  imply,  some  thousands  certainly. 
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H.  J.  Stephen,  Esq.,  Serjeant-at-Law,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

6;6S.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.-]  ONE  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Records  in  1800,  though  not  jet  executed,  was  the  publishing  of  an  accu-' 
rate  and  uniform  edition  of  Ancient  Law  Books,  such  as  Bracton,  Clanville  and 
Fleta ; do  you  consider  the  publication  of  an  uniform  and  correct,  and  accurate 
edition  of  such  works,  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  as  desirable  ?— I think  it 
highly  desirable. 

6769.  Another  work  recommended  is  a complete  and  authentic  edition  of  the 
Year  Books,  some  of  which  are  not  edited;  do  you  think  such  an  undertaking 
would  be  serviceable  in  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  ancient  jurisprudence  of 
England  r 1 think  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  service  in  facilitating  the  study  of 
the  law,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  reference  in  the  practice  of  the  law. 

6770.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  editions  of  the  Statutes  of  England  and  the 

Acts  of  Pailiament  of  Scotland  which  have  been  published  under  the  authority  of 
the  .Record  Commission  ? — I am  not.  J 

6^1.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  their  extent,  as  to  enable  you  to 
state  whether  such  woiks  could  or  could  not  have  been  undertaken  by  individuals 
w.th  any  hope  of  pecuniary  remuneration  ? — I am  quite  sure  that  works  of  that 
description  could  not  be  undertaken  by  individuals  with  any  hope  of  adequate 
remuneration,  or  indeed  of  any  remuneration  after  the  payment  of  the  expenses  - 

6772.  Do  you  consider  that  the  publication  of  such  works  as  those  to  which  your 
attention  was  first  directed,  as  being  contemplated,  but  not  executed,  and  the  other 
works  to  which  in  the  last  question  your  attention  was  directed,  namely,  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Statutes  of  England,  and  the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Scotland,  assuming 
them  to  be  intnnsically  valuable,  could  have  been  undertaken  under  any  other  than 
a Government  sanction  and  at  a public  expense  ? — I feel  quite  clear  they  could  not, 
and  tiiat  the  objects  contemplated  by  those  undertakings  are  great  national  objects 

wflrh3iflD°-y0U  1 un,kihat1a  1<DOUjedge  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  and  the  ancient 
Welch  laws  is  needfu  for  the  perfect  understanding- of  the  ancient  history  of  the 
laws  ol  England  ."—I  think  some  importance  may  attach  in  that  point  of  view  to  the 
publication  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws.  We  have,  however,  a publication  of  them. 

774-  you  conceive  that  a complete  and  accurate  edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
laws  would  still  be  desirable,,  and  worthy  the  outlay  of  the  public  money  ?— I believe 
e best  present  edition  is  of  Wilkins.  I am  not  aware  how  far  it  is  important  that 
theie  should  be  a more  accurate  or  ample  publication  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws. 

,rfsp.ect  ^ the  Anglo-Norman  laws,  their  importance  is  very  much  more  con- 
law  &b  6 U1  reference  t0  the  present  law  of  England  and  the  history  of  the  English 

6775.  Are  you  acquainted  with  those  publications  of  the  Record  Commission 
winch  relate  to  the  value  of  ecclesiastical  property? — Not  particularly.  I am 
acquainted  with  the  publication  of  the  former  Record  Commission,  called  Plaeito- 
hU"rbreV,iat10’  Jhi-ch  I.consider  a highly  useful  and  important  publication.  I 
public  nVeC  benefit  fr0m  11  m a work  which  some  years  ag°  1 Offered  to  the 

6776.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  ? — I have  seen  pub- 

ncations  from  those  rolls.  1 > 

6777-  Are  you  able  to  state  to  the  Committee  any  opinion  of  the  value  of  such 
a publication  r— I think  publications  from  the  records  of  the  Curia  Regis  and  other 

that  th^1lS  u u C°eUrt , at  Wf1tmi"ster>  °f  §reat  value-  I[  ™uld  be  important 

theie  should  be  a further  publication  of  such  of  those  records  as  were  contem- 
poraneous with  the  works  of  Bracton,  Britton  and  Fleta,  and  the  earlier  Year  Books 
rpm)i°r n c?rrect  and  /ud  edition  of  the  Year  Books  is  a thing  very  particularly 
fi-1  s 5 t?  °Plnion»  aud  an  object  of  high  importance, 
our  U PurP°se  ?—For  lhe  purpose  of  illustrating  the  early  history  of 

also  1 ’ d f“’  the  P“rPose  of  reference  and  citation  in  the  courts,  and  it  would 
also  be  a very  instructive  work  for  the  student. 

Do  3,0,1  tbink  ,he  students  in  law  would  read  the  old  authors  > 

1 think  they  ought. 

hannpn°c’  you  thlnk  * fy  read  tIl0Se  which  are  published  now  ? — I think  it  rarely 
Happens  that  a man  shall  have  read  the  Year  Books  through. 

coni  »iUt  they  1Cf?r  t0  .themr— They  are  very  frequently  referred  to  in  the 
rliffifnit  j6  l,.1®sent  day>  Wlth  all  the  disadvantage  that  arises  from  their  being  very 
o decipher  and  interpret.  If  there  were  a better  edition  of  the  Year  Books, 

*00*  . r,  wv  .1 
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H.  J.  Stephen,  Esq.  such  as  might  be  read  with  more  facility,  undoubtedly  the  references  to  them  would 
be  more  frequent  and  would  be  more  beneficial. 

29  June  183C.  6782.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  With  this  opinion,  you  consider  that  the  execution  of 

the  intention  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  of  printing  a correct  and  uniform 
edition  of  the  Year  Books,  would  be  an  object  entitled  to  the  attention  of  Govern- 
ment or  those  who  administer  the  funds  of  Government  in  this  department? — Yes. 

6783.  Chairman.']  Of  the  barristers  and  other  professional  men  in  London, 
how.  many  in  the  course  of  a year  do  you  think  would  look  into  them  ; do  you  think 
ten  would?— I think  that  every  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of  advising  on  cases,  or 
arguing  cases,  would  have  occasion  frequently  to  consult  the  Year  Books. 

6784.  Do  you  think  that  as  those  unpublished  Year  Books  are  not  quoted  in  the 
common  law  books,  any  considerable  number  of  lawyers  would  take  the  trouble  of 
looking  into  them  to  find  the  law  contained  in  them?— I think  if  those  not  now 
published  were  published,  such  reference  would  be  had  to  them  as  is  now  had  to 
the  printed  books. 

6785.  Those  printed  ones  have  the  advantage  of  being  accessible  to  the  public 
by  references  in  treatises  of  law? — Not  merely  so;  you  would  refer  to  the  Year 
Books  not  only  where  there  is  a reference  to  them  in  other  early  law  books,  but  you 
would  refer  to  them  generally  as  you  do  to  any  digest  of  the  law  to  discover  some 
case  or  decision  apposite  to  that  which  you  have  to  consider. 

6786.  No  reference  being  afforded  by  any  books  in  customary  use  among  the 
profession,  a lawyer  who  wanted  to  make  use  of  that  information  in  those  old  Year 
Books,  would  have  to  read  them  through ; do  you  think  ten  lawyers  would  do  that? 
— Certainly  not,  if  he  had  to  read  them  through  ; that  difficulty  is  removed  by  a 
correct  and  copious  index. 

6787.  Dr.  Bowring.]  How  often  from  the  bench  or  bar  have  you  heard  refer- 
ence to  the  Year  Books  to  decide  points  of  legal  controversy  ? — I have  had  frequent 
occasion  to  refer  to  them,  and  I never  yet  found  such  citation  unattended  to. 

6788.  Did  you  ever  hear  a judge  refer  to  the  Year  Books  as  an  authority  for 
a legal  decision  ? — Very  frequently. 

6789.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  not  suppose,  if  more  of  the  Year  Books  were  pub- 
lished, reference  would  be  made  to  those  newly-published  Year  Books  in  works  on 
jaw  p — Yes,  I do  indeed,  in  course  of  time. 

6790.  References  would  be  made  to  them  ? — Yes. 

6791.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  publications  of  the  Calendars 
which  have  issued  from  the  press,  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission? 
— I have  a very  superficial  knowledge  of  them. 

6792.  Do  you  think  the  publication  of  the  Calendars  generally,  by  facilitating 
access  to  the  records  in  the  cases  of  persons  residing  at  a distance,  has  been  very 
serviceable  to  the  profession  in  particular,  but  generally  to  the  topographical 
student,  and  perhaps  even  to  the  general  historical  student? — I do. 

6793.  Is  it  expedient  to  continue,  under  public  authority,  the  publication  of  the 
Calendars,  Indexes,  and  such  other  works  as  those  which  have  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  past  and  present  Commission? — Yes;  generally,  as  to  the  publications 
of  the  Record  Commission,  as  far  as  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them, 
T consider  them  to  be  valuable  and  important  publications,  and  the  public  money 
bestowed  on  them  to  have  been  well  bestowed. 

6794.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  there  not  rather  a growing  opinion,  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  cases  and  decisions  rather  tends  to  a complication  than  a simplification 
of  the  common  law  ? — Perhaps  there  may  be  an  opinion  that  there  are  too  many 
modern  reports  ; but  the  question  is  attended  with  some  difficulty.  If  you  have  no 
code,  you  must  refer  to  reported  cases. 

6795.  But  might  not  1,000  new  cases  introduce  500  new  difficulties? — I think 
that  a more  correct  edition,  a more  accessible  edition,  and  an  edition  more  easily 
interpreted,  of  the  Year  Books,  would  be  more  likely  to  clear  up  difficulties  than  to 
occasion  them. 

6796.  Chairman .]  Why  should  you  reprint  the  Year  Books  with  the  public 
money,  any  more  than  Croke’s  Reports,  or  any  old  reports  ? — Because  Croke  s 
Reports,  and  all  the  early  reports  of  about  the  same  period,  from  Henry  the  8th 
and  Elizabeth  downwards,  are  printed  in  a form  that  makes  the  matter  of  them 
usually  accessible  and  intelligible ; they  are  not  printed  in  black  letter,  nor  with 
abbreviations,  as  is  the  case  with  reference  to  the  Year  Books. 

6797.  Dr.  Bowring.]  The  importance  of  the  decision  of  a court  is  very  much 
increased  by  its  adjacency  to  modern  times,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  so  in  reference  to  points 
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of  some  description ; but  if  you  refer  to  the  points  of  the  ancient  law,  then  perhaps 
a citation  in  the  Year  Books  becomes  of  more  force  than  a citation  from  a book  of 
later  date. 

6798.  Chairman.']  Let  us  consider  this  question  with  a view  to  the  usefulness 
of  these  works  to  the  profession ; is  not  a modern  law  book,  a report  of  decisions 
in  the  present  century  or  the  last  century,  quoted  one  hundred  times  for  once  that 
these  old  books  are  quoted  ? — They  are  no  doubt  quoted  much  more  frequently  than 
older  books  are. 

6799.  Are  there  not  very  imperfect  reports  of  those  decisions  on  which,  in 
a great  measure,  the  present  commercial  law  is  founded,  for  instance,  the  decisions 
of  Lord  Mansfield  ? — I am  not  aware  that  the  reports  in  the  time  of  Lord  Mansfield 
are  particularly  defective. 

6800.  We  have  no  complete  collection  of  reports  of  all  his  decisions,  have  we  ? 
—No ; but  many  reports  of  value  and  authority,  in  the  time  of  Lord  Mansfield, 
we  have. 

6801.  But  there  is  no  complete  one?— I am  not  aware  that  there  is. 

(58o2.  Would  not  the  decisions  of  a court  of  justice,  in  the  present  dav,  be  more 
likely  to  be  affected  by  the  decisions  of  Lord  Mansfield  at  that  time,  than  by  deci- 
sions contained  in  these  old  Year  Books? — I should  say,  in  reference  to  a point  of 
ancient  law,  there  can  be  no  authority  more  satisfactory  than  the  Year  Books. 

6803-  But  take  the  law  that  turns  up  every  day  ? — Certainly,  as  to  commercial 
law,  the  Year  Books  would  throw  no  light  whatever  on  it. 

6804.  Taking  the  average  of  cases,  would  not  one  of  those  unreported  decisions 

of  Lord  Mansfield  be  used  one  hundred  times  for  one  of  the  old  ones? Yes, 

I think  it  would. . 

6805.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  the  libraries  of  the  Inns  of  Court  there  exist 
reports  which,  in  all  probability,  contain  many  of  these  decisions,  manuscript 
reports  ?— I am  not  aware  of  that  fact ; if  it  be  so,  I think  the  publication  of  them 
would  be  important. 

6806.  Would  it  be  useful  for  Government  to  publish  all  unpublished  reports 
whatever  r I think  it  would  be  useful  to  publish  all  correct  reports  of  the  time  of 
Lord  Mansfield,  he  having  been  a very  eminent  judge. 

6807.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Do  you  consider  such  a publication  (which,  in  vour 

answer,  you  have  not  said  is  to  be  or  is  not  to  be  at  the  expense  of  Government), 
would  be  of  a nature  likely  to  remunerate  an  individual  law-bookseller  for  the  pub- 
lication; I allude  to  the  judgments  of  Lord  Mansfield,  assuming  that  they  are 
quoted  far  more  frequently  than  the  Year  Books  ?— Yes,  I think  that  would  be 
much  more  likely  to  remunerate  a private  bookseller,  and  very  likely  would.  We 
have  instances  ot  publication  by  private  editors  of  works  of  that  description  ; they 
occur  every  day.  J 

6808.  Chairman .]  The  reason  why  these  would  pay  a bookseller  is,  that 
lawyers  would  purchase  them  ?— Yes ; for  the  points  involved  are  of  more  fre- 
quent occurrence. 

6809.  The  only  reason  why  the  others  would  not  pay  would  be,  lawyers  would 
not  purchase  them? — Yes. 

68 to.  Lawyers  would  not  purchase  them,  simply  because  they  would  not  be  so 
useful  to  them?— Yes. 

68 i 1 . You  would  not  print  those  which  would  .be  of  the  least  utility  to  the  pro- 
ession  . Certainly,  they  are  works  which  would  be  of  less  utility  to  the  general 
practitioner  than  works  of  a later  date.  Nevertheless,  they  are  works  to  which  he 
has  occasionally  need  to  refer ; and  unless  such  works  are  published  by  Govern- 
ment, or  at  the  public  expense,  jt  is  not  likely  they  will  be  published  at  all ; indeed 
H is  certain  they  will  not. 

Pr*  Raring.]  Mould  not  the  object  of  publication  be  rather  to  gratify 
e curiosity  of  the  legal  historical  student  than  to  form  new  elements  of  decision 
in  courts  ot  law  r I think  it  would  tend  to  both  results.  Such  publications  would 
anora  materials  that  would  be  interesting  to  the  student,  and  which  would  be  of 
a va“tage  to  him  in  the  study  of  the  law.  In  the  next  place,  such  publications 
would  afford  the  means  of  useful  citation  in  argument;  they  would  also  supply 
1 e(la  s t?  the  antiquarian,  and  to  the  legal  historian.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
0 in  0 Reeve  s History  of  the  English  Law,  which  is  a very  well  known  book,  to 
see  now  materials  of  that  kind  are  capable  of  being  applied  for  the  illustration  of 
■ avV  an°  °*  ou(  ear]y  history.  I understand  that  publications  of  our  earlier 
0 oq  C1S  aiC  can‘ec*  on  at  this  moment  in  Germany.  The  value  of  these  publi- 
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cations  is  there  felt,  though  it  is  not  their  own  law  which  they  are  publishing  but 
such  works  are  published,  I conceive,  as  illustrative  remotely  of  their  own  earlier 
law.  I speak  only  by  report,  but  I have  heard  there  are  German  publications  of 
Glanville,  Bracton,  and  others  of  that  class.  I have  seen  a publication  of  Houard’s 
(a  Frenchman)  of  the  same  description ; he  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  publish 
uniform  editions  of  Glanville,  The  Mirror,  and  Littleton. 

6813.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  If  such  works  can  be  published  as  a private  speculation 
in  France  or  on  the  Continent  generally,  is  there  any  reason  why  that  could  not  be 
undertaken  as  a matter  of  mercantile  speculation  in  England  ? — I am  not  aware 
on  what  terms  they  were  published  in  France. 

6814.  In  naming  an  individual  as  the  editor,  you  did  not  mean  the  Committee 
to  understand  that  those  were  printed  at  the  expense  of  that  editor  ? — No. 

6815.  Chairman.']  You  do  not  feel  a doubt  as  to  this,  that  they  were  not 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  French  government  ? — I have  never  heard  they  were. 

68 1 6.  You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  so? — No. 

6817.  Then  it  would  appear  in  those  countries  in  which  notoriously  there  is 
much  greater  curiosity  about  the  study  of  law  and  the  philosophy  of  jurisprudence 
in  general,  that  these  works  are  printed  for  the  general  use ; if  they  could  not  be 
printed  here  with  a profit  to  the  bookseller,  would  it  not  arise  from  the  less  want 
of  curiosity  in  England,  and  that  those  subjects  are  infinitely  more  interesting  to  us 
in  a national  point  of  view  ? — It  must  arise  from  the  greater  expense  of  publication, 
or  from  the  market  being  more  limited.  But  whether  Mr.  Houard  found  it  worth 
his  while,  or  whether  he  was  repaid,  I cannot  state;  he  may  have  been  a great 
loser ; I only  know  that  a Frenchman  thought  it  worth  his  while,  for  the  illustra-. 
tion  of  the  law  of  his  country,  to  publish  those  works. 

6818.  You  think  an  Englishman  would  not  think  it  worth  his  while? — An 
Englishman  would  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  bring  them  out  at  his  own 
expense  ; whether  the  Frenchman  did  I cannot  say. 

6819.  Your  evidence  does  not  seem  to  be  full  on  the  subject ; all  we  can  collect 
from  it  is,  that  there  appears  much  less  desire  in  England  to  read  these  books  than 
in  France  and  Germany  ? — I cannot  undertake  to  state  what  the  inference  ought  to 
be;  I only  intended  to  state  the  fact. 

6820.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact,  that  many  men  have  obtained 
considerable  preferment  in  consequence  of  works  on  the  history  of  the  law  ; was  it 
not  Schlegel  who  published  an  early  Scandinavian  law  of  Copenhagen? — I am  not 
aware. 

6821.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  In  your  answer,  have  you  referred  to  larger  works  as 
reprinted  on  the  Continent,  such  as  Bracton,  or  to  the  smaller  works,  such  as 
Glanville  ? — The  publication  of  Houard,  to  which  I have  referred,  I think  com- 
prises four  quarto  volumes.  Bracton  is  omitted.  I do  not  recollect  that  any  of 
the  other  early  principal  writers  are. 

6822.  The  publication  of  Houard,  to  which  you  refer,  was  about  a century  ago; 
was  it  not  ? — It  was  a long  time  ago. 

6823.  Was  the  study  of  this  particular  species  of  legal  literature,  to  which  this 
examination  has  had  relation,  more  or  less  general  at  that  time  than  at  present,  do 
you  suppose  ? — I should  think  it  was  more  general  at  that  time. 

6824.  Dr.  Bozvring.]  That  would  show  that  the  importance  of  historical  law  has 
diminished  ?-^-It  wpuld  show  it  has  diminished  in  France. 

6825.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  On  a general  survey  of  the  question,  do  you  or  not 
consider  that  the  works  to  which  your  attention  was  called  in  the  first  questions  put 
to  vqu  in  your  examination,  namely,  whether  correct  and  uniform  editions,  first  of 
the  Year  Books,  secondly  of  the  ancient  law  works,  would  be  intrinsically  valuable; 
yet  commercially  unprofitable  if  undertaken  by  a private  bookseller  ? — I am  of  that 
opinion. 

6826.  With  that  opinion,  do  you  consider  that  the  publication,  if  undertaken  by 
the  Record  Commissioners,  would  or  not  be  creditable  to  their  discretion  ? — I think 
it  w'ould  be  creditable  to  their,  discretion;  such  a publication  of  course  the  Com- 
mittee will  recollect  was  recommended  by  Lord  Glenbervie  when  he  was  keeper  of 
the  library  of  Lincoln’s-inn,  and  there  is  a return  by  him  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Records  to  that  effect ; it  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  their  Second  Report. 

6827.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  it  your  opinion,  with  reference  to  the  vast  treasures 
under  the  control  of  the  Record  Commission,  the  publication  of  the  Year  Books  is  the 
most. important  service  they  could  render  to  the  legal  profession? — I do  not  feel 
competent  to  answer  that  question.  I am  apprised  principally  of  the  value  of  the 

Year 
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Year  Books  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  my  professional  opportunities.  There 
may  be  other  records  which  to  antiquarians  and  historians  would  be  of  °reater 
value. 

682S.  Chairman.')  You  would  wish  to  hare  the  Year  Books  reprinted  • that 
is,  you  would  like  them  ? — Yes. 

6829.  Without  the  abbreviations,  and  in  common  text? Yes. 

6830.  And  you  would  consult  them  ? — Certainly. 

6831.  You  do  not  know  how  many  others  would  ?— As  many  as  were  employed 
to  give  opinions  or  to  argue  on  points  of  law,  would  consult  them. 

6832.  Frequently? — Yes,  frequently. 

6833.  So  that  it  w’ould  be  a material  service  to  every  lawyer  that  answers  cases 
in  London  ?— -It  would  be  important  to  every  practising  lawyer  that  the  Year  Books 
should  be  published. 

6834.  And  that  the  Year  Books  would  be  referred  to  by  them  about  as  often  as 
they  refer  to  the  published  Year  Books  now? — I think  more  frequent  recurrence 
would  be  made  than  now  to  the  published  Year  Books,  in  consequence  of  the  <?reat 
difficulty  of  deciphering  or  interpreting  the  Year  Books,  which  often  prevents  a 
lawyer  who  is  in  iiaste  from  making  that  use  of  the  materials  he  could  others 
wise  do. 

6835.  You  cannot  say,  comparing  the  Year  Books  with  other  publications  that 

might  be  undertaken  oy  the  Record  Commission,  whether  they  should  be  under- 
taken first  . I cannot  say  that.  I confine  my  answer  to  those  materials  that  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  science  of  the  law.  With  respect  to  materials  of  that 
description  perhaps  I am  competent  to  give  an  opinion,  and  I should  say  that  the 
publication  of  the  Year  Books  would  be  the  most  important  thing  to  which  they 
could  turn  their  attention,  connecting  it  with  the  republication  also  of  the  earlier 
law  writers.  I think  the  publication  should  als.o  comprise  the  other  materials  in 
Anglo-Norman  law.  I think  the  Grand  Coustumier  of  Normandy  might  very  pro- 
perly form  part  of  the  publication,  and  perhaps  it  should  commence  with  the 
Assizes  de  Jerusalem,  which  is  the  earliest  book  to  which  reference  can  be  made 
on  the  subject  of  Anglo-Norman  law.  Our  English  law  is  Anglo-Norman  in  its 
basis;  to  understand  it  thoroughly,  you  should  well  explore  the  Anglo-Norman 
Sources.  0 

6836.  Your  view  would  comprehend  the  publication  of  many  works  of  which  the 

Record  Commission  does  not  take  cognizance  ?— I am  not  aware  whether  such 
a publication  as  the  Grand  Coustumier  would  or  would  not  fall  within  their  pro- 
Vince.  v 


6837.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.)  You  gave  your  answer  to  the  general  advantage  of  this 
publication,  by  whatever  authority  it  might  be  conducted,  still  feeling  that  it  could 
n0tco  oU11Tfrtaien  as  a commeraal  speculation  by  a private  individual  ?— Yes. 

0838.  Dr.  Bowrwg.)  The  Year  Books  published  were  undertaken  as  a private 
-speculation  ?—  I am  not  aware  how  that  was.  They  were  reported,  as  is  generally 
supposed  by  paid  official  reporters.  At  whose  expense  or  in  what  manner  they 
weie  published  I am  not  quite  aware.  J 

^839-  Chairman .]  They  were  not  given  away? — I presume  not. 

0840.  At  least  you  do  not  know  ? — No.  - 

*>841-  Dr.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  public  money  had  been  applied 

to  them  ?— I he  earliest  of  them  were  published  by  Maynard,  but  I do  not  know 
enough  of  the  history  of  their  publication  to  enable  me  to  give  any  information  on 


C-  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

6842.  Chairman.  [Having  read  the  Resolution,  “That  Mr.  Cooper  be  called  in 
sh™,lIie?“eSted  -°  ?lte  ‘°  tlle  Cummittee  on  what  points  he  desires  the  witnesses 
should  be  examined.  ] Having  heard  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee,  will  you 
j 1 .ie  Soocbiess  to  state  to  the  Committee  the  information  which  it  desires  ? — 
T S’ m anS"'f t0  Vlat  guestion>  t0  s^te  that  that  must  depend  on  the  instructions 
m y JeCuVe  from  H,s  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  Public  Records, 
arti™  u6  -y0U  h,fhert0  been  acting  on  such  instructions  ? — I have  not  been 
tinnAUPf°r  , lnstructions  of  the  commissioners  as  a board,  but  upon  the  instruc- 
ts m.haVe  received  from  individual  commissioners. 
m:t,  j4.’  1 16  comm'ss'on>  then,  having  been,  as  before  stated,  before  the  Com- 
0 qq ln  S°me  measure  Put  011  its  defence,  has  taken  no  steps  about  conducting 
4 0 4 tliat 


H.  J.  Stephen,  Esq. 
29  June  1836. 


P.  Cooper , Esq. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  that  defence  ?— The  understanding  of  the  commission  is,  that  the  secretary  should 

in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee,  be  in  communication  with  those 

29  June  1836.  commissioners  who  are  best  acquainted  with  its  affairs. 

6845.  What  members  of  the  commission  were  present  at  the  meeting  in  which 
that  understanding  was  come  to,  delegating  their  authority  to  you  and  a certain 
number  of  their  body  in  that  manner  ?— I do  not  recollect  all  their  names.  It  was, 
I think,  at  the  first  meeting  that  took  place  after  this  Committee  was  appointed,, 
when  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  was  of  course  drawn  to  this  Committee. 
It  was  the  board  at  which  it  was  suggested  that  an  application  should  be  made  to 
the  Committee  that  copies  of  the  evidence  should  be  transmitted  to  the  commis- 
sioners. 

6846.  Is  there  any  resolution  ? — There  is  no  resolution. 

6847.  How  are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  arrived  at  a knowledge  of  the 
understanding  of  the  commissioners  1—1  understood  from  The  Speaker,  who  was 
the  chairman  of  that  board,  that  the  secretary  was  to  be  in  constant  communication 
with  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Allen,  and  other  members  of  the 
commission,  as  to  the  course  that  ought  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  proceedings 
of  this  Committee.  It  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  The  Speaker  that  there  was  no 
necessity  from  time  to  time  to  summon  a board,  and  take  its  instructions  upon  these- 
matters.  I do  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  delegation  of  authority  to  the 
secretary. 

6848.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Was  not  this  stated  to  you  by 
The  Speaker  in  the  presence  of  several  members  of  the  commission?— Yes,  of 
several  members  of  the  commission. 

6849.  Was  there  a full  board  ?— Yes,  a very  full  board. 

6850.  Chairman .]  Was  it  stated,  and  did  you  take  it  to  be  understood  by  the 
whole  body,  that  you  were  only  to  consult  particular  commissioners  as  to  the  course 
you  were  to  pursue  ? — Decidedly  so. 

6851.  Who  were  those  commissioners  ?— Those  who  might  be  the  most  easy  of 

access.  _ . , 

6852.  So  that  it  was  left  to  you  in  that  vague  way  r-  -Yes,  1 might  consult  one 

°r  6853.  Whom  have  you  consulted  ?— Principally  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Sir 
Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Petit  and  Lord  Brougham.  I have 
occasionally  consulted  some  other  members  of  the  board.  I consulted  Mr.  Justice 
Bosanquet  and  Mr.  Baron  Parke  as  to  the  expediency  of  examining  some  of  the 
judges  and  eminent  counsel  upon  certain  points  connected  with  the  pending  inquiry, 

6854.  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Wynn  are  members  of  this  Committee  ?— Yes. 

6855.  Have  you  consulted  them  about  all  the  witnesses  you  propose  to  have 
examined? — I think  I furnished  Sir  Robert  Inglis  with  the  names  of  almost  all 
the  witnesses  who  have  been  examined  within  the  last  two  days. 

6856.  Did  you  furnish  him  with  any  reasons  for  their  being  called,  previous  to 
giving  their  names  ? — I have  not  furnished  him  with  the  reasons  for  calling  each 
individual  witness,  but  I have  stated  to  Sir  Robert  Inglis  generally  the  points  to 
which  certain  classes  of  witnesses  would  be  examined. 

6857.  Do  you  mean  to  state  to  the  Committee  now,  that  you  cannot  give  any 
answer  to  the  question  which  has  been  put  to  you,  as  to  what  point  you  desire  the 
witnesses  should  be  examined,  without  consulting  some  other  commissioners  besides 
those  present?— No  ; all  that  I mean  is,  that  I have  declined,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  take  on  myself  the  responsibility  of  calling  witnesses,  without 
having  previously  communicated  with  some  of  the  commissioners. 

6858.  Now  we  have  a list  before  us,  on  which,  I suppose,  you  have  communi- 
cated with  some  of  the  commissioners  ? — I have. 

6859.  For  what  purpose  is  Mr.  Danvers  to  be  called  ?— He  is  keeper  of  the 

records  in  one  of  the  principal  record  offices  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  which  the 
operation  of  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  records  was  for  some  time 
carried  on.  , 

6860.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  management  of  that  record 
office,  of  which  Mr.  Danvers  has  the  charge,  has,  in  any  way,  been  impugned  by 
any  evidence  before  the  Committee  ? — The  evidence  must  be  judged  of  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  not  by  me.  My  individual  opinion  is,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
commissioners  has  been  impugned,  with  reference  to  all  the  offices. 

6861.  But  with  reference  to  that  particular  office,  has  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
missioners been  impugned  ? — I cannot  undertake  to  say  without  looking  at  the 

evidence. 
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evidence.  I was  examined  on  the  subject  of  the  records  in  that  office,  but  at  this  c.  P Cooper  Esq 
moment  I neither  recollect  the  questions  nor  the  answers.  ' 1 ’ 

6862.  You  have  been  present  at  every  examination,  have  you  not? — No,  cer-  29  June  1S36. 
tainly  not.  - 

6863.  We  do  not  propose  to  call  this  witness  to  satisfy  the  Committee  as  to  the 
state  of  documents  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  ; it  is  at  your  request  he  is  to 
be  called  ; for  what  purpose  do  you  wish  him  to  be  called  ? — I do  not  wish  him  to 
be  called. 

6864.  But  those  particular  commissioners  under  whose  instructions  you  have  been 
acting  ?— I apprehend  that  the  commissioners  wish  Mr.  Danvers  to  be  called,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that,  in  reference  to  that  office,  the  board  has  performed  its 
duty. 

6865.  Is  he  the  head  of  the  office?— He  is. 

6866.  Chairman, .]  Now  Mr.  Tyrrell,  the  city  remembrancer  ?— He  is,  as  I am 
told,  a gentleman  conversant  with  the  publications  of  the  board,  and  I apprehend 
it  to  be  the  desire  of  the  commissioners  to  call  him,  in  order  to  show  the  value  and 
utility  of  such  publications. 

6867.  Which  publications  do  you  speak  of? — I cannot  say  without  referring  to 

mj  memoranda,  or  to  the  questions  which  I have  here  intended  for  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Tyrrell ; those  questions  will  show  the  nature  of  his  evidence ; they  are  not 
very  long.  J 

6868.  State  the  most  specific  one,  that  points  most  particularly  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  information  of  Mr.  Tyrrell,  as  distinguished  from  other  witnesses  >- 
I do  not  say  that  the  information  to  be  derived  from  Mr.  Tyrrell  will  be  so  dis- 
tinguished. 

[The  Witness  read  the  questions.'] 


6869.  Now  Mr.  Thomson? — He  is  librarian  of  the  London  Institution. 

6870.  What  is  he  to  speak  to? — He  is  asked,  “ Whether  he  considers  the  pub- 
lications of  the  Record  Commission  useful  to  historical,  topographical  and  genealo- 
gical  inquiries  ; whether  they  are  not  indispensable  to  historians  and  antiquarians  : 
winch  of  them  he  considers  of  primary  importance  ?”  and  other  questions  of  that 
general  nature.  He  is  also  asked-special  questions  with  regard  to  certain  publica- 
tions, such  as  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera. 

6871.  What  evidence  is  he  to  give  about  that ; is  it  merely  a general  opinion  ? 

"I0 : t0  ,e  P^an  t0  be  adopted  in  the  further  prosecution  of  that  work. 

6872.  That  is  to  say,  you  are  calling  witnesses  to  recommend  to  the  Committee 

a plan  to  be  adopted  by  the  commission  with  regard  to  a work  ? — No,  I do  not 
call  the  witness ; I protest  against  that  expression  : the  object  of  the  commissioners 
in  calling  Mr.  I homson,  I take  it  to  be,  is,  to  show  that  they,  who,  as  you  just  now 
said,  are  on  their  trial,  have  exercised  a sound  discretion  in  suspending  the  work 
the  new  edition  of  the  Fasdera.  ’ 

6873.  Dr.  Bozoring.]  You  say  you  do  not  call  the  witnesses ; have  you  not  pre- 

pared the  questions  on  which  they  are  to  be  examined  ?— No,  it  was  quite  impossi- 
ble tor  me  to  prepare  them.  r 

6874.  Chairman.]  Now  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  a gentleman  from  the  French 
ftecord  Commission  : — I thought  Mr.  Pusey,  from  the  questions  he  had  asked, 
Dugin  be  desirous  of  learning  some  further  particulars  respecting  the  proceedings 
or  the  french  Record  Commission,  and  the  money  granted  by  the  French  Cham- 
bers tor  that  service. 


6875  I should  be  glad  to  have  him  if  he  can  give  the  information  : how  lono- 
as  he  been  the  agent?— I was  applied  to  by  M.  Guizot  in  last  November  or 
ecember  to  know  whether  Mr.  Wright  was  a person  qualified  to  be  appointed 
^nt  thf  French  Record  Commission  here  in  London, 
bridae  ’ WIl&t  is  he  ?-_1  think  he  is  a bachelor  of  arts  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 

purauits*  ^ he  in  any  Profession  ?—I  believe  not;  he  is  engaged  in  literary 


6878.  What  are  his  labours  in  the  French  Record  Commission  ? — I have  heard 
xt  P™ciPally  engaged  in  transcribing  Anglo-Norman  pieces, 
nrin  • 1 GWj  ’ Gunthorp,  of  the  First  Fruits’  Office? — That  is  not  one  of  the 
£Q<fa  lec,  °®ces>  but  it  contains  some  very  important  ecclesiastical  records. 
6880.  Is  he  chief  of  it  ?— Yes,  he  is. 

1 1'  *s  be  to  contradict  any  evidence  that  has  been  given  before?— He  is  called 


4 h 


to 
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C.  P.  Cooper , Esq.  to  show  the  state  of  the  office ; I understood  the  Committee  had  visited  that 
office.  < 

*g  June  1836.  6882.  Where  is  the  First  Fruits’ Office  ? — Nearly  opposite  the  portico  of  the 

Temple  Church ; I never  was  there  but  once. 

6883.  Then  there  is  J.  Sherwood? — A great  deal  of  trouble  would,  in  my  appre- 
hension, be  saved  to  the  Committee  should  it  be  conceded  that  it  was  not  requisite 
for  the  commissioners  to  carry  on  operations  in  any  of  the  minor  record  offices  • in 
that  case  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  call  many  of  the  witnesses  who  have  attended 
here  to-day. 

6884.  Now  the  Common  Pleas  Record  Office,  and  the  King’s  Bench  Record 

Office,  and  the  King’s  Bench  Office ; you  have  three  witnesses  for  those ; are  they 
all  offices  in  which  the  records  are  in  the  immediate  custody  of  the  judges? Wit- 

nesses from  those  offices,  it  has  been  suggested,  should  be  called  in  consequence  of 
what  has  been  assumed  in  the  early  questions  put  to  me  by  the  Chairman,  namely 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  extend  their  inquiries  to  offices  of  that 
kind,  and  if  necessary  to  arrange  and  repair  the  records  in  them.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  at  first  I suggested  the  doubt,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  issuing  this  commission,  that  the  commissioners  should  turn  their  attention 
to  offices  in  which  are  preserved  the  modern  records  of  the  courts. 

6885.  You  have  stated  in  addition,  that  the  records  in  those  offices,  from  which 
you  had  received  returns,  were  such  as  to  induce  you  to  believe  nothing  was  want- 
ing 1 — Yes. 

6886.  Are  you  aware  if  there  has  been  any  contradictory  evidence? — The  com- 
missioners, not  having  seen  all  the  evidence,  are  in  a little  difficulty  as  to  that  point. 
One  might  infer,  from  the  questions  I have  heard  put,  that  there  had  been  some 
such  evidence. 

6887.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  any? — I know  nothing  of  the  evi- 
dence after  No.  13:  I have  only  seen  13  days’  evidence,  and  the  commissioners 
have  seen  no  more  ; Nos.  14  and  15  were  sent  to  me  yesterday. 

6888.  Other  witnesses  were  summoned  to-day ; where  is  the  list'  of  them  ? — 
Sir  Robert  Inglis  did  not  return  the  list  to  me,  I was  therefore  doubtful  who  were 
coming,  and  who  were  not  coming  ; it  would  be  wholly  unnecessary  to  have  sum- 
moned those  witnesses,  provided  the  point  I have  mentioned  were  conceded ; that 
is  to  say,  if  the  Committee  would  state  that  it  is  satisfied  on  that  point. 

6889.  There  is  Mr.  Foxton  from  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office? — He  is 
a witness  the  Committee  ought  to  examine ; he  had  the  custody  of  the  records  in 
the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  which  has  been  lately  suppressed. 

6890.  Can  he  give  any  information  that  we  need  have  at  present? — If  the  Com- 
mittee are  satisfied  respecting  the  records  in  that  office,  if  there  is  no  charge  made 
against  the  commissioners  in  reference  to  those  records,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
examine  Mr.  Foxton. 

6891.  The  question  is,  if  he  will  give  us  any  evidence  that  will  remove  any 
opinions  we  may  have  as  to  that  office? — I do  not  know  what  evidence  has  been 
adduced ; but  I should  think  the  Committee  would  be  better  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  its  inquiry,  on  the  subject  of  these  records  after  summoning  the  person 
who  has  had  the  custody  of  those  records,  instead  of  receiving  information  second- 
hand. 

6892.  There  is  Mr.  Fearnside,  of  the  Land  Revenue  Office? — The  Committee 
have  had  no  evidence  of  any  person  who  has  the  custody  of  the  records  in  the 
Land  Revenue  Office. 

6893.  Have  we  had  any  at  all? — I think  so. 

6894.  There  is  Mr.  Bulley? — He  belongs  to  the  Pell  Office.  Sir  John  New- 
port is  out  of  town,  and  cannot  attend. 

6895.  What  has  been  said  about  it  ?•— Nothing  very  favourable  was  assumed  by 
the  questions  put  to  me. 

6896.  Then  there  is  Charles  Roberts? — He  is  a gentleman  in  the  employ  of  the 
board ; he  is  a.clerk  on  the  Tower  establishment. 

6897.  To  what  facts  is  he  to  speak? — If  the  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the 
records  in  the  Tower  are  in  a proper  state  of  arrangement,  the  only  point  upon 
which  Mr.  Roberts  need  be  examined  will  be  the  works  which  he  is  engaged  in 
under  the  authority  of  the  board. 

6898.  Now  Mr.  Panton? — He  has  the  custody  of  the  Pipe  Rolls. 

6899.  What  has  he  to  say;  do  you  know? — There  is  a great  deal  assumed,  on 
the  questions  that  have  been  put,  which  is  not  favourable  to  the  state  of  the 

arrangement 
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arrangement  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  though  I believe  them  to  be  perfectly  arranged 
There  are  miscellaneous  records  of  the  Pipe  Office  which  are  not  arranged  M°anv 
of  the  questions  point  to  the  bulk  of  the  records  in  the  Pipe  Office  beine  in  a state 
of  confusion.  & 

6900.  Can  you  tell  us  any  other  evidence  ? — I shall  not  suggest  the  name  of 
a smgie  witness.  The  board  will  meet  at  The  Speaker’s  on  Saturday,  and  it  will 
be  for  the  commissioners  to  give  their  directions  as  to  the  course  that  ought  to  be 
taken  with  reference  to  the  production  of  witnesses;  the  commissidners,  however 
have  only  seen  the  evidence  down  to  No.  13;  Nos.  14  and  15  came  yesterday! 
and  were  forwarded  this  morning  to  the  different  commissioners.  “ 

Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

Spot  Chairman^  YOU  are  employed  by  the  French  Government  as  a corre- 
spondent  with  the  Record  Commission  of  France  ? Yes 

appointment^  ^ ^ ^ W ““  * ■"*'*  * ^ - honorary 

6903..  Do  you  derive  no  emoluments  then  ?-None,  except  for  work  I do  for  the 
commission ; anything  I do,  or  get  done,  I am  of  course  paid  for. 

6904.  You  have  been  six  months  in  the  service,  have  you  not  ?— Five  or  six 
months.  I have  done  no  work,  excepting  one  transcript  from  a manuscript  in  the 

forTSdand.11  ^ be  Paid  &r  as  “Scripts  aPre  pffid 

®9°.5'.  ®r,'  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  organization  of  the  French 

commission  i-Yes  ; it  almost  entirely  centres  in  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc 
tion;  he  appoints  tbe  commission,  I believe. 

1204x10  fitaytr:'6"  ‘°  1,16  COmmission  b?  the  F«»<*  budget?- 

,0  ai°LSXtoattto  yean  5'°°° ‘ ?~Ab°Ut  4’8°°  1 1 “ndCTSta"d  il  * “te“da<i 
2'  & Robert  Inglts,}  You  are  correspondent  to  the  commission  ?— Yes 
December?8e3n3WaS  “ m9tlt"ted  ?~At  the  begilmi"g  °{lhe  Year  >834,  or  rathe!  in 
«9'°-  Guizot  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  ?— He  was. 

911.  V hat  are  its  objects  t- — To  print  every  document  hitherto  unedited  and 
" 6m  TVh  tbou|ht  of  s»ffic«OT  importance,  relating  to  the  history  of  France 
whkh  Ts  ZZ  W0rks  fhT  been  pnbiished  by  it  ?-Already  three  volumes,  one  of 
T“,  S “ ,acconnt  of  the  meeting  of  the  States  General  at  Tours  in  1487  ■ the’ 
offfi  1 0 ,™lu™es  are  part  of  the  series  of  a selection  of  the  state  papers  from  one 
of  the  public  offices,  that  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

0913.  What  new  works  are  in  preparation  ' They  have  in  preparation  a great 

generallv  th°er  whnlTheyharSei',eS/1'0m  nea,Iy  a11  the  P^lm  offices,  selections 
SLoth/*  the  vvhole  <ire  not  printed;  several  chronicles  and  some  chartularies  • 
ftom  the  nare  ^"/.rall.y  chence  documents,  such  as  private  memoirs,  or  selections' 

lections  havPTS  0f  “d™.d„>l?  ’ as.  ^instance,  former  ministers,  whose  private  cT- 
lections  have  been  deposited  in  the  Royal  Library,  &c.  V 

reSJVr  knowledge  are  the  organs  of  that  commission  about  to  publish 
Orjoina]  a?-“g  t0  * “ affa  gS  of  France,  which  have  been  transcribed  from  the 
whkh  t l1?eS  ,of  Engiand  by  M.  Bniquigny  ?— Yes,  that  is  one  of  the  series 

Museum,™ hftehlawas;here.  a'S°  * "vf''0”  °f  letters  COf,ied  fl0m  the  T°«r  and 

mission Sta*‘ed  *hVs°“nt  annilall-v  PIaced  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
expeuded'in  editffio "1“  n"1  °f  ,Fr9“ce ; *°.  your  knowledge  is  that  sum  entirely 
has  been  W°rk-S  9“«stion?-I  believe  hitherto  its  expenditure 

arrangement  fe  ffiftpurposr153"”8  manUSCnPtS  and  trttDscriPt5’  aad  making 

I d,e  cbarge  °f  Printi“g?— I include  that; 

fim-  4 S exPended  ent}reLv  in  printing  and  editing. 

ration  of  theS  ^ ,Char§ei  “T*8*0*  0ut  of  the  care  or  rePa~ 

under  tlip  • • ‘ , be,  eve  that  such  work  is  not  included;  I believe  that 
but  I believeX’mv”  tbere  bave  been  some  appointments  to  the  care  of  libraries,  ' 
established  salaries  ^ &USeS  fr°m  the  ibraries  themselves;  I mean  from  previously 
0.33. 

4 h 2 69 1S.  In 
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6918.  In  what  manner  are  the  editors  paid  ? — Under  the  two  heads  of  editing 
and  transcribing. 

6919.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Can  you  state  what  salary  is  paid  to  the  individuals  more 
directly  appointed  by  the  minister? — I believe  no  salaries  are  paid. 

6920.  Has  not  M.  Thierry  a salary  under  that  commission? — I think  not; 
I believe  the  only  persons  who  have  salaries  are  those  who  are  employed  in 
arranging  the  manuscripts  for  selection  and  transcription. 

6921.  Has  not  M.  Mignet  a salary? — I am  not  aware  of  any  such  salary. 

6922.  Will  you  state  the  course  adopted  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction 
in  the  publication  of  any  works  published  on  account  of  the  government? — He 
has  generally  placed  them  under  the  immediate  care  of  a particular  individual. 
If  that  person,  which  hitherto  has  been  generally  the  case,  is  a member  of  the 
committee,  he  is  not  paid  for  his  literary  labour.  No  member  of  the  committee 
is  paid  for  the  literary  part  of  the  work  of  editing ; others  are  paid.  One  instance, 
which  1 can  cite  at  present,  is  that  of  the  Chronicle  of  Normandy,  by  Benoit  de 
Saint-More,  which  M.  Michel  commenced  by  transcribing  ; he  was  sent  hither  for 
that  purpose  by  the  minister  before  the  commission  itself  was  instituted,  but  when  he 
was  contemplating  its  institution ; he  is  now  editing  that  work ; he  had  an  engage- 
ment of  20  /.  a month  while  transcribing  it,  and  he  is  now  paid  for  editing  it. 

6923.  Has  not  a good  deal  of  money  been  expended  to  assist  the  research  of 
ambulatory  agents  visiting  parts  of  France  to  make  researches  after  the  records 
existing? — Yes,  many  persons  have  been  sent  to  different  parts. 

6924.  Has  not  the  primary  object  of  M.  Guizot  been  to  collect  first  perfect 
indexes  of  all  the  records  existing  in  the  country? — In  some  cases.  Generally 
speaking,  he  has  instituted  a correspondence  with  persons  who  were  present  at  the 
places  where  the  records  existed,  who  could  examine  the  manuscripts,  whether  they 
were  keepers  or  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  looking  at  them,  and  they  had  no 
salaries.  If  they  discovered  anything,  they  were  invited  to  communicate  directly 
to  the  minister  himself.  But  in  other  cases  he  has  sent  a number  of  agents 
through  the  country,  and  I believe  he  has  paid  their  expenses  while  they  were  on 
the  search.  Generally  speaking,  they  have  been  members  of  the  committee. 

6925.  Is  not  M.  Buchon  sent  to  Spain,  as  M.  Michel  was  sent  to  England.?— 
I am  not  aware  that  he  is. 

6926.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Will  not  the  expenditure  of  120,000  francs  in  the  way  you 
describe  produce  a much  larger  result  in  France  than  here? — I should  think  it 
certainly  ought. 

6927.  Printing  and  publishing  being  much  cheaper  ?— Yes,  much  cheaper. 

6928.  Dr.  Bowring.]  The  printing  has  been  done  by  the  government  establish 
ment? — Yes,  always. 

6929.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W Williams  Wynn.]  Does  not  the  French  govern- 
ment assist  in  the  expense  of  the  publication  of  other  historical  works? — Yes,  but 
I am  not  well  informed  to  how  great  an  extent.  I think  the  general  way  has  been 
to  take  a certain  number  of  copies,  50,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  distribute 
them  to  different  libraries. 

6930.  Is  not  the  collection  by  Dom  Bouquet  carried  on  partly  at  the  government 
expense  ? — At  the  expense  of  the  Institute ; I believe  the  government  aids  it. 

6931.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  there  not  an  item  in  the  yearly  budget  to  assist  the 
voluntary  protection  of  historical  works,  by  the  purchase  of  a certain  number  of 
copies ; is  that  not  a plan  frequently  adopted  in  France,  to  engage  to  take  a certain 
number  of  copies  of  those  works  which  have  been  the  result  of  individual  applica- 
tion and  enterprize  ? — I believe  that  there  is. 

6932.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Is  there  not  a large  collection 
of  ordonnances  published  by  the  French  government  ? —Not  by  the  government, 
but  by  the  Institute  ; it  appears  only  at  long  intervals ; I do  not  know  if  there  has 
been  more  than  a volume  published  for  many  years.  Like  the  others,  it  is  aided  by 
the  government. 

6933.  From  what  does  the  Institute  derive  its  funds  ? — I do  not  know  exactly ; 
I believe  it  is  from  subscription  by  the  government. 

6934.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  M.  Michel’s  visit  to  England? — - 

Yes.  _ . . . ' 

6935.  What  was  the  object? — His  primary  object  was  to  transcribe  a chronicle 
to  be  published  by  the  commission  as  soon  as  it  was  instituted.  Afterwards  he  was 
employed  on  other  objects  quite  of  a literary  nature,  not  historical ; and  it  became 
rather  an  indulgence  than  an  employment. 

0 F 6936.  Will 
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6936.  Will  you  state  what  was  the  manuscript  in  question,  where  found  and 
under  what  circumstances  it  has  been  since  published  ? — It  is  in  the  British 
Museum,  the  Harleian  Manuscript  1,717,  a manuscript  of  the  13th  century  of  a 
long  chronicle  of  the  Dukes  of  Normandy  up  to  the  time  of  Stephen,  composed  bv 
Benoit  de  Saint-More,  a poet  who  was  at  the  court  of  Henry  the  Second.  The 
length  of  it  is  about  46,000  lines,  and  it  will  make  about  three  volumes  quarto 
of  the  collection  of  the  French  commission ; the  first  volume  will  be  published 
in  November. 

6937-  Dr.  Bowring.]  Does  M.  Guizot  make  an  annual  report  to  the  king  and 
the  Chambers  of  the  proceedings  of  the  historical  department?— Always. 

6938.  He  not  only  makes  a report  of  what  they  have  done  for  the  year  but 

•what  they  propose  to  do  ? — Yes.  ’ 

6939.  So  that  this  species  of  legislative,  sanction  is  in  fact  obtained  before  the 
works  are  undertaken  ? — Notin  every  case  before  they  are  undertaken. 

6940.  The  report  of  the  minister  is  also  communicated  to  a committee  of  the 
chamber,  is  it  not ; to  the  bureau,  who  give  a previous  sanction  before  the  Chamber 
itself  authorizes-  the  allocation  of  funds?— I am  not  well  informed  of  that.  I think 
that  the  committee  decide  entirely  on  publishing  the  books,  and  they  are  often 
put  in  the  press  before  they  are  named  in  the  report. 

6941.  Are  you  aware  if  -in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  in  the  Chamber  of 
Peers,  it  is  asked  to  examine  the  evidence  as  to  the  proper  application  of  the  funds 
even  for  literary  purposes? — I am  not  aware  that  it  is  so.  I think  not. 

Mr.  Charles  Roberts,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

6942.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  YOU  are  a clerk  in  the  record  establishment  at  the 
lowerr — I am. 

6943.  How  long  have  you  been  there  ? — About  16  years. 

6944.  In  what  state  is  the  general  arrangement  of  the  records  at  the  Tower  ?• 

An  excellent  one. 

6645.  Can  you  produce  at  a moment’s  notice  any  record  that  may  be  wanted 
for  piofessional  or  other  purposes  ? — At  a tew  minutes’  notice. 

6946.  Is  there  much  resort  of  literary  men  there  for  the  purpose  of  reference  ?— 
A great  deal. 

6947-  Has  there  been  any  increase  of  reference,  either  for  professional  or  literary 
purposes,  to  the  records  in  your  office,  since  the  date  of  the  publications  which  have 
issued  from  the  press  under  the  Record  Commission  ? — I think  for  literary  purposes 
it  has  lately  increased  ; but  from  some  cause  or  other  professional  applications 
there  have  decreased.  r 

6948.  Do  the  literary  men  contemplated  in  your  answer  repair  to  the  Tower  for 
the  purpose  of  perusing  the  records  for  a particular  reign,  for  instance,  or  is  it  for 
the  verification  of  some  single  facts,  or  comparison  of  transcripts  with  the  originals? 
—Generally  fpr  the  latter  causes  that  you  mention. 

6949-  Are  there  suitable  accommodations  for  the  convenient  use  of  the  records 
tor  the  purpose  of  study  by  literary  men  there  ?— Literary  men  can  only  peruse  or 
inspect  them  in  the  presence  of  some  person  connected  with  the  office. 

0950.  What  number  of  persons  may  there  be  who  resort  to  your  office  for  the 
purpose  of  literary  inquiry,  speaking  generally? — I cannot  say. 

095!.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Is  there  any  record  kept  of  the  number  of  visitors? — 
-None  at  all. 

6952.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Do  many  individuals  visit  the  Tower  day  by  day  for  the 
purpose  of  a continuous  perusal  of  the  records  ?— Persons  very  frequently  come 
there  to  make  out  some  particular  facts,  not  for  general  perusal  of  the  records. 

0953.  Have  you  been  employed  by  the  Record  Commission? — I have. 

0954  In  what  occupation?— First,  in  preparing  a new  work  from  the  Inquisi- 
ons,  which  was  to  be  called  Calendarium  Hieredum,  or  something  of  that  kind  : 
is  SeC°nS’ m PreParinS  some  volumes  of  “ Excerpta  ” from  the  Fine  Rolls. 
tv  f'  7 hen  will  the  work  be  finished  to  which  you  first  called  the  attention  of 

the  Committee  ?— Not  for  a very  long  time: 

950*  Chairman.]  When  was  it  begun  ? — In  the  year  1 833. 

0957-  Has  it  been  in  your  hands  all  that  time? — Yes. 
nnno ^ /•.  , much  of  it  is  done? — Nearly  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  1st : 

none  of  it  has  been,  printed. 

959*  Dr.  Boxvi'ing.]  What  is  the  proposed  extent  of  the  work  ? — I first  thought 
4 H 3 one 
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one  large  folio  volume  would  contain  it,  but  I am  now  fully  aware  that  one  folio 
volume  will  not  contain  it. 

6960.  Chairman.']  How  many  sheets  do  you  think  you  have  completed  by  this 
time  ? — None  of  it  has  been  set  up  in  print,  and  I do  not  think  that  I could  say  how 
many  sheets  it  would  form. 

6961.  Half  a volume? — No. 

6962.  The  10th  part  of  it? — Perhaps  so.  The  earlier  portion  of  the  work 
would  take  up  a very  much  smaller  space  than  the  latter  portion  of  it. 

6963.  It  is  only  the  earlier  you  have  done  ; is  not  this  a very  slow  progress  ?— 
Very  much  so. 

6964.  To  what  do  you-  attribute  it  ?— Chiefly  that  I have  been  obliged  to  stop, 
in  order  to  complete  some  part  of  the  other  work  from  the  Fine  Rolls  first,  which 
was  undertaken  to  assist  me  in  the  compilation  of  the  Calendariuin  Hasredum. 

6965.  Is  that  the  only  cause  ? — I could  state  others  why  I have  not  made  more 
progress.  Had  this  class  of  records  been  in  a better  state,  I could  have  made 
more  progress  while  I was  compiling  from  them. 

6966.  You  mean  in  a better  state  of  preservation  ? — Of  preservation  and  of 
arrangement. 

6967.  Is  there  any  other  cause? — No. 

6968.  Then  it  would  appear  from  this,  that  those  records  from  which  you  had 
to  make  the  calendar  were  not  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  or  weil  arranged  ?— 
Many  of  them  want  repairing,  which  I am  sometimes  obliged  to  have  done  before 
I can  proceed  with  them,  and  they  are  so  inaccurately  arranged  in  the  old  calen- 
dars, that  a great  deal  of  time  is  lost  in  putting  them  to  their  right  place. 

6969.  Where  are  they  ? — In  the  Tower. 

6970.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Have  you  not  stated,  in  answer  to  an  early  question, . 
that  the  records  generally  were  in  a state  of  good  arrangement  ? — That  is,  taking  the 
records  generally.  The  fault  of  these  is  in  the  indexing. 

6971.  Chairman.]  Has  the  Record  Commission  done  anything  to  repair  or 
arrange  those  records  ? — No. 

6972.  If  it  had,  would  it  not  have  assisted  your  labours  ? — Certainly. 

6973.  This  work,  “ Calendarium  Hreredum,”  would  be  a very  useful  work, 
would  it  not  ? — I conceive  very  much  so. 

6974.  It  has  been  mentioned  as  a very  desirable  supplement  to  the  former 
labours  of  the  commission? — It  is  proposed  by  it  to  correct  a great  many  inaccura- 
cies, and  supply  a great  many  deficiencies,  which  are  complained  of  in  the  old 
ones. 

6975.  At  the  rate  at  which  it  is  going  on,  at  what  time  will  this  valuable  work 
be  completed  ? — If  I am  to  depend  merely  on  my  own  exertions,  it  will  take  several 
years. 

6976.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Have  you  ever  represented  this  want  of  arrangement  and 
repair,  either  to  the  gentleman  immediately  and  officially  in  the  charge  of  the 
records  at  the  Tower,  or  to  the  commissioners  ? — The  keeper  of  the  records  is 
aware  of  it ; I have  not  stated  anything  of  the  sort  to  the  commissioners. 

6977.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  come  in  contact  with  the  commissioners,  or  have 
you  any  direct  means  of  communication  with  the  commissioners,  except  through 
the  keeper  of  the  records? — I only  have  communication  with  the  commissioners 
when  sent  for. 

6978.  On  whose  suggestion  was  it  you  have  been  engaged  on  this  work,  to  sup- 
ply some  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  old  publications  ; by  the  commissioners ; such 
deficiencies  as  those  which  will  be  supplied  by  the  Calendarium  Hteredum,  for 
instance  ? — I was  not  employed  on  this  work  until  I was  sent  for  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

6979.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Are  not  those  the  Inquisitions 
of  which  the  calendars  have  been  published  ?• — There  are  four  folio  volumes 
of  indexes  to  these  Inquisitions,  published  by  the  old  commission. 

6980.  When  were  those  calendars  made,  which  the  old  commission  published  ? 

• — I forget  exactly  when  they  were  made.  The  last  volume  was  not  completed 
until  about  9 or  10  years  ago. 

6981.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  it  a satisfactory  calendar? — Very  much  otherwise;  it 
is  a very  bad  one. 

6982.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  mean  that  those  Inqui- 
sitions which  were  calendared  at  the  time  of  that  publication,  were  not  also  ar- 
ranged at  that  time  ? — I suppose  they  were  printed  from  the  old  manuscript  calen- 
dars in  the  office  without  any  attention  being  paid  to  the  originals. 

8 6983.  Old 
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6983.  Old  manuscript  calendars  ? — Yes. 

6984.  What  are  these  ?— Manuscript  calendars  of  the  Inquisitions. 

6985..  Dr.  Bowrmg.]  Yen  state  your  belief  is,  they  were  printed  from  the  old 
““naS,P  “ darS  r_YeS’  a"d  1 'hlnk  without  any  reference,  being  made  to  the 
698(1.  Was  not  a vety  large  sum  paid  for  editing?— I believe  so. 

T.  D.  Hardy , Esq.,  being  present,  was  Examined. 

[Witness  produced  a Boole.'] 

the&e?S“nffiofr.iS  ^ krought?_The  Calendar  to 

supposed  to  be  the  most 

by  the  offi^  18  thC  “Py  y°U  haVe  f°r  y0"  °™  p,'ivate  use?-It  is  copy  used 

6990.  The  corrections  I see  here  are  corrections  you  have  been  obliged  to  make 

to  make  it  available  for  the  purpose  of  the  office?— Yes  the  whole  1 t0  ™ake, 
writing  were  omitted  in  th/priLd  book  ; the  omiSst  m reigns''  f TZlZ 
Henry  the  Third  fill  several  pages  ; and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fir  t thev  are 
so  numerous  that  an  interleaved  copy  will  not  contain  them ; I am  therefore  obliged 
to  have  a separate  book  to  enter  them  in.  0 e obliged 

6991.  Dr.  Bmnng.]  That  is,  more  are  omitted  than  inserted  ?— Yes,  there  are 

many  more  omitted  than  entered.  ’ a‘e 

6992.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  WynnA  When  was  the  first-  i 

do  you  apprehend  ?-I  do  not  exactly  know.  St  Ca'e‘ldar  made’ 

6993.  Does  it  not  appear  on  the  face  of  it?— I think  nnf  hnf  T o, 

compiled  about  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  ' n0t’  but  1 fancy  11  was 

6994.  Not  since  that  timer — Either  in  that  reign  or  James  the  First’s  time 

6995.  Chairman.]  This  book  was  printed  by  the  old  commission  ?— Yes  • it 

professes  to  be  the  calendar  of  Charter  Rolls,  printed  from  the  u 

,n  the  Record  Office,  made  about  the  time  of  JPames  the  Ersi  CaIe“dais  Prese™d 

If  - P°  know  tl,e  calendar  to  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem  ?-I  do. 

997-  Is  that  as  accurate  as  this? — It  is  not  so  accurate  as  tint  of  thp  pim  <. 

Jd  “I?'0'.-'0  Pr‘  !S  ab°“‘ *“  ttandtLef4^ 

lnittee?"  TS? ;rattons'have  not  ke“  “ade  since  the  appointment  of  this  Com- 

Si “•  ‘-t-  •—  J-» - 

7000.  The  Right  thVrTliot  appear  to  1, 

been  many  manuscript  alterations,  previous  to  the  time  of  the  prating'?— Mv 

. co^Xdffifrolls'atalf'0'  "'h°  the  Pri"‘iaS  of  .hL  worf,'  neve? 

whatever.  ^ ‘here  ”°  correctloas  made  d"™g  the  time  of  Mr.  Eysons  ?-None 

<“  “ aPRaar  ‘°  have  been  corrected 
kin  one  continuous  hand,  without  any  corrections.  °’  the  “anusenpts  appear  to 

70ol:  Ttec™endar^oUthheTe  ^ v °f  th( 1 Calendarium  Hreredum  ?-I  have. 

'bat  work,  which  lhfcnLtd  qUI  neS  ^°Sl  Mortem  being  so  inaccurate,  will 
questionably  su„DIv Inh?*™  n°W  undartakm&  be  of  service  ? — It  will  un- 
derably  more  mfnL  4he  inaccuracies  of  the  old  calendar,  and  give  consi- 
InqnisftionrposfEtem.  aH  ,he  geological  data  contained  in  the 

O.33. 

4 H 4 7007.  Do 


Mr.  C.  Roberts. 
29  Jane  1836. 


T.  D.  Hardy,  Esq. 
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T.  T>.  Hardy,  Esq. 
and 

Mr.  C.  Roberts, 


29  June  1836. 


7007.  Do  you  remember  in  what  year  the  publications  of  the  Inquisitione's  Post 
Mortem  were  first  undertaken  ? — In  1 802  the  order  of  the  board  was  made. 

7008.  No,  the  printing? — About  1806;  the  last  volume  appeared  about  nine 
or  ten  years  ago  ; I think  in  1827  or  1828.  It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  inac- 
curate of  the  whole. 

7009.  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Does  not  the  last  volume  appear 
to  have  been  at  all  collated  with  the  original  record? — I. think  not;  the  editor  was 
paid  for  collation,  but  the  numerous  errors  in  it  prove  it  never  to  have  been 
collated. 

7010.  Was  Mr.  Bailey  the  editor? — He  was. 

7011.  Chairman  to  Mr.  Roberts.]  Have  you  had  occasion  to  use  this  calen- 
dar ? — Frequently. 

7012.  Have  you  found  the  bad  effects  of  the  inaccuracies  existing  in  it? — Cer- 
tainly. It  is  impossible  to  do  otherwise. 

7013.  Do  you  agree  with  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Hardy,  which  you  have 
just  heard,  respecting  the  inaccuracies  ? — Perfectly. 

7014.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Does  the  work  of  calendaring  the  records  go  on  actively 
at  the  Tower? — By  the  members  of  the  office;  we  have  no  other  persons  em- 
ployed. 

7015.  By  the  members  of  the  office,  it  does? — They  are  employed  on  it  when 
they  are  not  engaged  by  persons  on  professional  or  historical  inquiries,  which  takes 
up  a very  large  portion  of  their  time. 

7016.  Have  you  formed  any  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  cost  of  calendaring 
the  whole  mass  of  records  at  the  Tower? — I have  not. 

7017.  What  addition  has  been  made  to  the  calendars  since  a return  was  addressed 
to  the  commission  in  1832? — None,  that  I am  aware  of. 

7018.  Chairman.]  Have  the  commissioners  made  or  began  any  calendars, 
besides  the  Calendarium  Hseredum  they  are  now  making  r — No. 

7019.  Whatever  is  done  in  that  way  has  been  done  by  the  clerks  and  keeper?— 
Yes. 

7020.  Dr.  Bmoring.]  Do  you  think  the  “ Calendaria  Rotulorum”  now  existing 
complete,  or  are  additions  at  this  moment  being  made  to  those  calendars  ? — To 
the  calendars  of  other  series  of  rolls  great  additions  must  still  be  made,  as  the  other 
calendars  have  not  been  so  fully  added  to  as  that  volume /Of  the  Charter  Rolls. 

7021.  Would  it  not  be  of  great  importance  that  this  calendar  should  obtain 
some  publicity,  corrected  as  it  is  ? — Yes. 

7022.  The  printed  calendar  is  almost  valueless,  with  reference  to  the  whole 
collection  of  documents  on  the  records  ? — It  is  of  value  only  as  far  as  it  goes. ' 

7023.  It  would  give  a very  inaccurate  idea  of  the  contents  of  the  records,  and 
the  number  of  entries  upon  them? — Very  much  so. 

7024.  It  would  deny  both  to  the  historical  and  legal  inquirer  a great  portion  of 
information  that  ought  to  be  communicated  to  him  ? — Certainly. 

7025.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Do  your  objections  arise  chiefly  from  defects,  or  from 
positive  inaccuracies? — Its  defects  and  inaccuracies,  I conceive,  are  the  same. 

7026'.  A page  might  be  omitted,  that  would  be  a defect;  a word  might  be 
written  wrong,  and  that  would  be  an  inaccuracy;  is  it  accurate  as  far  as  it  goes? 
— By  no  means ; the  names  of  persons  and  places  are  Irequently  incorrect. 

7027.  Chairman.]  From  the  last  question  there  might  be  some  misunder- 
standing; what  do  you  mean  ?— That  there  are  many  inaccuracies. 

7028.  You  think  leaving  out  a word  or  a letter  would  be  an  inaccuracy,  would 
it  not? — Yes  ; or  the  alteration  of  a name. 

7029.  Would  not  the  leaving  out  a page  be  a still  greater  inaccuracy?— 
Certainly. 

7030.  Dr.  Bowring.]  How  many  copies  of  this  very  imperfect  and  defective 
calendar  were  printed,  1,500? — I think  so  ; I am  not  sure  of  the  fact. 

7031.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Of  the  first  volume,  not  the 
latter  volumes  ? — The  Calendar  of  Charter  Rolls?  I have  understood  i,500  °* 
all  the  works  published  at  that  time  was  the  number  printed. 

7032.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  And  were  distributed  to  the  members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament? — They  were  distributed  to  many  public  libraries. 

7033.  Chairman .]  The  calendars  to  the  “ Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,”  being 
so  inaccurate  as  they  are  described,  would  it  not  be  necessary,  with  your  Calen- 
darium Hseredum,  to  publish  a list  of  errata  to  the  former  calendar? — When  my 
calendar  is  published  there  will  still  be  something  wanted ; it  will  supply  a great 

many 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  6 17 

many  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  old  calendar,  but  it  will  not  be  in  itself  a perfect 
work. 

7034.  And  is  not  your  calendar  an  indirect  way  of  supplying  to  the  public  part 
of  the  information  which  ought  to  have  been  supplied  by'  the  original  calendar  if 
it  had  been  complete  ; that  is  the  fact  is  it  not,  that  your  publication  of  the 
Calendarium  Hajredum,  will  be  a way  of  supplying  the  public  with  a part  of  that 
information  inaccurately  given  in  the  calendars  of  the  Inquisitions  ? — Partly  of  that 
which  is  inaccurately  given,  and  partly  of  that  which  is  omitted.  I shall  also,  in 
the  new  calendar,  place  them  all  in  their  proper  years,  a'great  number  being  now 
placed  in  their  wrong  years.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  3d,  about  57  are  placed  in 
the  wrong  year,  some  are  in  the  wrong  reign.  In  the  29  first  years  of  Edward  1 st, 
about  80  are  misplaced  m the  wrong  year.  The  new  calendar  will  then  supply  all 
the  genealogical  information,  which  is  entirely  omitted  in  the  old  calendars  and  it 
will  give  information,  the  want  of  which  has  been  very  much  complained  of,  namely 
a memorandum  whether  they  are  inquisitiones  post  mortem,  or  any  other  kind  of 
document;  for  although  they  are  called  “ Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,”  perhaps  not 
half  or  a third  of  them  are  inquisitiones  post  mortem. 

7035.  Dr.  Bowring.-]  There  are  a great  many  chronological,  as  well  as  other  de- 
fects in  the  calendars,  are  there  not  ?— Certainly. 

7036.  Chairman.]  Would  it  not  have  been  a more  direct  way  of  supplying  the 
defects  of  the  old  calendar  to  reprint  it,  or  to  have  had  a fresh  one  made?— Un- 
doubtedly ; and  I stated  to  the  secretary,  when  I was  first  employed,  that  a perfect 
work  could  not  be  had,  except  by  making  a new  calendar. 

7037.  What  was  the  reason  assigned  for  not  doing  it  ? — I was  told  that  it  could 
not  be  done,  since  that  would  entirely  destroy  the  utility  of  the  old  volumes. 

7038.  Of  the  useless  volumes? — Useful  only  as  far  as  they  went. 

7039.  But  of  volumes  that  were  worse  than  useless,  for  they  were  calculated  to 
deceive?— They  were  certainly  of  very  little  use,  except  as  containing  the  names  of 
places. 

7040.  And  those  were  given  inaccurately  ?— Yes,  and  with  great  deficiencies. 


Mr.  Charles  Panton,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

7041.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  YOU  were  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  late  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Pipe? — Yes. 

7042.  In  what  state  is  the  series  called  the  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  ?— It  is  in  a 
very  good  state. 

7043.  Has  it  been  long  in  that  good  state  ? — Since  1832. 

7044.  Have  the  Record  Commissioners  been  instrumental  in  bringing  to  light 

rolls  of  this  series  ? — Yes.  000 

7045.  Have  the  Record  Commissioners  been  instrumental  in  the  reoair  and  better 
arrangement  of  that  series  ? — Yes. 

7046.  Without  such  a repair  and  better  arrangement,  is  there  reason  to  think 
that  some  of  these  records  would  have  been  lost  ? — Yes ; they  were  in  a had  situa- 
tion, and  some  of  them  packed  in  sacks ; I found  1 1 valuable  old  rolls,  three  or 
lour  of  which  were  packed  with  documents  of  very  little  consequence,  ’ and  were 
round  in  a corner  of  the  record  vaults  in  a bad  state  in  sacks. 

7047.  Were  those  rolls,  also  most  important  and  valuable,  in  the  custody  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Pipe  ?•— Yes  ; the  Great  Roll  of  the.  Pipe  is  more  searched  into  than 
any  other  records  in  the  custody  of  the  late  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  ; and  this  series  of 
annual  rolls  is  now  complete  from  2 Henry  2 to  2 William  4,  with  only  one  excep- 
tion, namely,  the  roll  for  the  1st  year  of  Henry  3. 

7048.  Do  you  mean  searched  into  for  professional  purposes,  or  for  the  purpose 

or  history  ?— Both.  - K - v 

7049.  Dr.  Bowing.]  How  long  had  they  been  in  that' condition  previously  to 
wS2  Q n T ban  condltlon  ? 1 should  think  for  about  32  years  ; since  about  the 
)eai  1 boo.  In  1800,  when  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  made  a report  to  the  Record 

ommission,  they  were  then  stated  to  be  in  rooms  on  the  attic  storv  on  the  east 
in  u a House>  packed  together  in  bags,  in  quite  an  unarranged  state,  and 

Jtron,  and  they  could  not  then  be  searched  into  by  the  public;  a parti- 

tn  iL10i;C0U M ?0t  be  §0t  at  hy  the  Public  forthe  P^ose  of  search  ; persons  came  - 
e office  and  were  seat  away  ; the  roll  could  not  be  found. 
nil?°50‘  Sn'R°bert  Biglis.]  Searches  have  been  made  in  your  time  for  professional 
pui  poses?— Frequently.  , J F 

0-33. 

00  4 ? "051.  Have 


Mr.  C.  Roberts. 


29  June  1836. 


Mr.  C.  Panton, 
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Mr.  C.  P anion.  7051.  Have  literary  men  applied  to  consult  them  ? — Frequently. 

7052.  Do  you  consider  there  is  an  inconvenient  access  to  them? — No  ; there  is 

29  June  1836.  a convenient  access  to  them  now  ; every  facility  is  afforded  for  the  searching  into 
these  rolls. 

7053.  Chairman .]  That  is,  everybody  who  likes  to  go  into  a dark  cellar  may 
look  at  them  ? — -No ; the  inconvenience  of  going-  to  the  vaults  is  to  the  officer  who 
fetches  the  roll  up  to  the  Temple  for  the  purpose  of  the  search. 

7054.  It  is  inconvenient  to  the  person  who  goes  ? — The  distance  from  the  Tem- 
ple to  Somerset  House  is  the  inconvenience ; and  it  would  be  more  convenient  if 
they  were  in  a light  apartment  instead  of  a dark  one. 

7055.  Dr.  Bowring.']  It  is  always  visited  by  candle-light,  is  it  not  ? — Yes ; it  is 
quite  impossible  now  to  see  without  a lighted  candle,  for  the  King’s  College  walls 
have  been  built  up  against  the  windows. 

7056.  But  before,  was  it  possible? — Yes,  it  was  possible  to  find  a roll  without 
a light ; it  is  only  since  the  King’s  College  walls  were  built  up  against  the  windows, 
and  excluded  the  light,  that  candles  became  necessary. 

- 7057.  The  usage  is  to  visit  the  vault  with  lighted  candles? — \es. 

7058.  Chairman.]  You  said  they  were  in  a place  perfectly  accessible;  let  us 
understand  how  accessible  they  are ; a person  who  has  to  consult  them  does  not 
go  to  the  office  they  are  kept  at,  but  he  goes  to  the  Temple? — Yes. 

7059.  On  applying  to  you  for  the  record  he  wants,  you  go  off  to  Somerset  House 
from  the  Temple  and  get  the  record? — Yes,  I fetch  the  record,  or  send  the  mes- 
sengers of  the  office  for  it. 

7060.  If  he  happens  at  first  not  to  have  specified  the  right  record,  or  to  have 
made  a mistake,  or  on  looking  at  it  finds  his  inquiries  require  a subsequent  record 
to  be  exhibited,  you,  or  the  messenger,  would  have  to  go  back  to  Somerset  House, 
to  go  down  that  long  flight  of  stairs,  to  light  your  candles,  and  to  penetrate  into  those 
vaults? — If  there  was  that  sort  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  date  of  the  roll  inquired  for, 
instead  of  leaving  the  gentleman  who  required  to  make  the  search  at  the  Temple, 
I should  take  him  with  me  to  Somerset  House,  where  there  is  a convenient  room 
under  the  late  Pipe  Office. 

7061.  What,  under  these  vaults? — No,  not  in  that  part  of  the  building;  under 
the  late  Pipe  Office  there  is  a convenient  room,  that  was  occupied  before  the  abo- 
lition of  the  late  office  by  Mr.  Foxton  as  his  parlour ; it  was  his  room  in  which  he 
daily  sat ; and  that  room  is  reserved  by  the  King’s  Remembrancer  for  the  conve- 
nience of  persons  coming  to  search  records. 

7062.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Is  that  quite  adjacent  to  the  vaults? — No,  it  is  up  on  high 
ground. 

7063.  Then  there  are  three  places  which  you  usually  employ  in  order  to  com- 
municate between  the  searcher  and  the  record?— No. 

7064.  There  is  your  office  in  the  Temple,  the  vaults,  and  the  place  in  which,  for 
greater  adjacency,  you  would  take  the  inquirer? — Whichever  is  most  convenient. 

7065.  Chairman.]  This  is  an  arrangement  by  which  you  promote  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  parties;  if  I come  to  you,  not  knowing  exactly  the  record  I want, 
being  rather  uncertain,  if  I come  to  the  Temple  and  state  this  uncertainty  to  you, 
you  do  me  the  favour  of  taking  me  a walk  to  Somerset  House,  and  then  you  shut 
me  up  in  this  room,  and  you  yourself  run  down  to  -the  vaults  and  bring  up  the 
record  to  me  that  I suggest,  being  in  this  room? — Yes. 

7066.  There  being  a constant  succession  of  trips  from  this  room  in  which  I am 
confined  to  the  vault  in  which  the  Pipe  Rolls  are  confined,  you  manage,  in  the 
course  of  time,  to  get  me  the  information  I want? — Yes  ; that  sort  of  uncertainty 
seldom  occurs ; we  generally,  in  searches  for  the  Great  Roll,  have  the  exact  data, 
the  year. 

7067.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  What  interval  of  time  ordinarily  elapses  between  the 
demand  for  the  information  and  the  supply  of  it? — A quarter  of  an  hour. 

7068.  Chairman..]  That  is  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances  ? — Yes,  if 
the  roll  happens  not  to  be  at  the  Temple  ; it  frequently  happens  the  roll  is  in  the 
office  in  the  Temple,  then  it  is  immediately  supplied.. 

7069.  Is  it,  in  addition  to  the  other  disadvantages  of  this  establishment,  uncer- 
tain whether  the  roll  will  be  in  its  proper  depository,  or  at  the  Temple  ? — It  is  in 
its  proper  depository,  in  the  Temple. 

7070.  But  not  its  usual  depository? — No,  it  is  at  the  Temple ; if  it  has  been 
brought  up  for  a special  purpose,  it  is  not  perhaps  immediately  taken  down  ; if  it 

requires 
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requires  repair  the  officer  is  anxious  to  repair  it  before  it  is  returned  to  its  proper  Mr.  C.  Panton. 
depository  at  the  vaults.  ‘ — r 

7071.  Dr,  Bowring .]  Do  they  sometimes  remain  out  of  the  vault  for  any  con-  29  June  1836. 

siderable  time? — No,  it  is  generally  returned;  I iake  care  to  do  it  as  soon  as 

possible ; the  first  leisure  moment  I have,  I make  the  repair,  or  see  it  done,  and 
have  it  back  to  the  vaults. 

7072.  For  a day  or  two,  or  so  ? — Yes. 

7073.  Sir  Robert  InglisJ]  So  long  as  the  documents  remain  in  their  present  depo- 
sitory, do  you  consider  it  is  expedient  for  the  commission  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
otherwise  arranging  them? — As  regards  the  Great  Rolls  of  the  Pipe,  I do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  do  anything  as  to  their  arrangement ; in  fact,  they  are  arranged, 
and  any  roll  can  be  come  at  at  once. 

7074.  Dr.  Bowring. ] Do  you  ever  allow  an  inquirer  to  accompany  you  to  the 
vaults? — Yes;  whenever  any  gentleman  wishes  to  go  to  the  vaults,  we  have  no 
objection,  if  it  is  his  wish. 

7075.  Then  two  candles  are  introduced  instead  of  one;  is  it  not  so  dark  that  it 
is  necessary  every  individual  should  have  a candle,  even  to  find  his  way  through 
the  passages? — Persons  may  do  so ; I do  not  know  it  is  actually  necessary  for  each 
person  to  take  a candle ; I think  if  two  persons  followed  the  one  who  had  a candle, 
they  would  be  able  to  find  their  way. 

7076.  Is  it  not  so  completely  dark,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  person  to 
find  his  way  out  of  the  vaults,  if  at  any  considerable  distance  from  the  door?- — 

Yes,  for  the  frames  on  which  the  records  are  placed  are  in  the  centre ; you  are 
obliged  to  go  round,  and  it  would  be  rather  a circuitous  route  to  get  out ; there 
would  be  some  difficulty. 

.7077.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  W ould  it  be  possible  for  any  gentleman,  on  a cursory- 
inspection  of  these  records,  made  under  the  circumstances  which  you  have  now  de- 
scribed to  form  any  complete  01  correct  idea  of  their  state  of  arrangement? — No;  I 
do  not  think  any  but  an  officer  belonging  to  the  records  could  give  a satisfactory- 
opinion  as  to  the  state  of  arrangement. 

7078.  Practically,  the  state  of  arrangement  is  sufficient  to  enable  you,  as  the 
officer  in  charge,  to  procure,  at  an  average  interval  of  10  minutes  or  a quarter  of 
an  hour,  any  document  the  date  and  specification  of  which  may  be  noted  to  you  ? — 

Yes,  as  regards  the  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe,  which  is  the  only  record  much  searched 
into.  There  are  many  records  that  are  not  arranged  ; and  these  it  would  be 
some  difficulty  to  find,  and  it  would  take  a longer  search. 

7079.  What  class  of  documents  do  you  designate  as  those  in  respect  of  which 
a longer  time  would  be  required,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  produce  one  of  them  ? — 

A great  many  declared  accounts.  There  are  many  thousand  declared  accounts 
that  are  arranged  in  the  periods  of  10  years  ; within  the  periods  of  10  years,  they 
are  put  together  ; therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to  look  through  the  shelf  con- 
taining that  number  of  .years’  accounts. 

7080.  Have  you  calendars  or  indexes  to  these  records? — No. 

7081.  In  what  way  is  the  search  made,  supposing  a particular  document  in 
that  class  were  required  ?-— To  look  through  the  shelf  containing  the  10  years’ 
accounts. 

7082.  The  answer  assumes  that  a given  date,  within  jo  years,  were  noted  to 
you  ? — Yes. 

7083.  On  the  assumption  that  no  such  date  shall  have  been  given  to  you,  what 
mode  exists  by  which, a particular  document  might  be  discovered? — If  no  date  is 
given  of  a record  of  that  description,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  it. 

7084.  Is  there  no  calendar  of  names,  or  of  places  ? — No. 

7085.  Chairman .]  You  have  no  calendars  at  all  ? — No. 

7086.  Dr.  Boicrmg. ] How  do  you  find  documents  ? — The  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe 
is  almost  an  index  of  itself.  Its  contents  are  digested  under  the  heads  of  counties  ; 
and  the  person  searching  always  has  a reference  to  a particular  county,  and  the 
counties  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  in  each  roll;  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
turning  at  once  to  the  county;  and  under  that  head  you  would  find  the  matter 
searched  for. 

7087.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Was  the  legal  custody  of  the  records  transferred,  by  the 
late  Act  of  Parliament,  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer? — Yes. 

7088.  Would  it  appear  to  you  to  be  desirable  that  any  of  the  other  records  in 
the  Pipe  Office  should  be  transferred  to  the  temporary  custody  of  the  Record 
Lommission,  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  temporary  custody  of  many / if  the 

°-33*  412  King’s 
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King’s  Remembrancer’s  records  were  transferred  to  the  same  commission,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  cleaned  and  repaired,  and  put  in  a better  state  of  arrangement  ?■— 
All  the  unarranged  records  might  perhaps  be  advantageously  transferred  to  the 
temporary  custody  Of  the  Record  Commission,  in  order  to  clean  and  arrange  them 

7089.  Chairman .]  Do  not  you  think  the  Record  Commission  would  have  done 
a service  if  they  had  arranged  these  unarranged  records? — Yes. 

7090.  And  provided  calendars  and  indexes? — Yes,  but  it  would  take  a great 
deal  of  time  to  do  it ; 1 was  employed,  I think,  for  two  years  under  the  Record 
Board  in  arranging. 

7091.  What  did  you  arrange  in  that  time  ? — The  Great  Roll ; and  I discovered 
1 1 rolls,  which  were  supposed  to  be  lost. 

7092.  When  did  you  discover  these? — In  that  time;  from  the  end  of  1831  to 
October  1833. 

7093.  Where? — In  the  sacks,  and  among  the  unarranged  documents  on  the 
shelves. 

7094.  Is  it  30  years  after  the  first  existence  of  the  Record  Commission  that  the 
Great  Rolls  of  the  Pipe  were  in  this  state? — Yes. 

7095.  Now  there  are  quantities  of  unarranged  records  ? — Yes. 

7096.  Are  any  of  them  of  any  value? — Not  of  any  great  value,  so  as  to  be 
searched  into  by  the  public. 

7097.  Do  you  recollect  showing  me  the  Crown  Leases  there  ? — Yes. 

7098.  They  were  altogether  in  a box? — No,  on  shelves. 

7099.  Wholly  unarranged  ? — Yes. 

7100.  I think  you  told  me  that  when  searches  were  made  among  them,  and  that 
the  searches  did  occasionally  occur,  you  had  to  look  through  the  whole  of  them 
before  you  could  make  out  where  the  information  was,  and  whether  it  existed  there 
at  all? — Yes. 

7101.  Would  it  not  be  useful  that  these  should  be  arranged,  as  searches  are 
made  for  the  Crown  Leases? — Yes,  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  public. 

7102.  When  did  the  work  of  arrangement  in  that  office  stop? — At  the  abolition 
of  the  Pipe  Office  in  October  1833. 

7103.  From  your  previous  answers  we  are  not  to  understand  that  the  work  of 
arrangement  ceased  because  there  was  nothing  more  to  arrange? — No. 

7104.  There  was  a good  deal  more  that  ought  to  be  arranged  ? — ’Yes. 

7105.  Why  were  they  not  arranged  ? — From  the  circumstance  of  the  abolition 
of  the  late  office.  I was  appointed  by  the  Treasury  in  my  present  office,  under  the 
King’s  Remembrancer,  and  I have  not  had  time  to  go  on  with  it  since.  I believe 
application  was  made  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer  by  the  secretary  of  the  Record 
Board,  for  something  to  be  done  as  to  the  arrangement,  and  as  to  the  transcription 
of  the  Pipe  Roll.  I believe  there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  remuneration  was  to  be  made,  and  as  to  the  regulations  under  which  the 
operations  were  to  be  carried  on ; the  remembrancer  did  not  agree,  I believe,  with 
the  secretary  of  the  Record  Board  as  to  these  matters,  and  I have  heard  nothing 
of  it  since. 

7106.  Was  the  cause  of  its  being  suspended  because  6d.  a folio  was  asked  for 
transcribing? — Yes,  partly ; I demurred  as  to  that. 

7107.  Had  you  not  previously  been  paid  6d.  per  folio? — I have  charged  6d. 
per  folio  for  the  transcript  and  the  collation  ; I collate  my  copy,  and  it  being  in 
the  nature  of  an  office  copy,  I make  the  additional  charge  for  collation.  I objected 
to  produce  a copy  under  6 d.  per  folio,  including  the  collation. 

7108.  Dr.  Bowring Independently  of  the  unarranged  records  in  your  keeping, 
are  there  any  unexamined  records? — Yes,  there  are  many  records;  many  docu- 
ments that  I have  not  had  time  to  examine. 

7109.  How  are  they  kept? — They  are  kept  on  shelves  and  wooden  frames,  and 
in  a condition  so  as  not  to  become  in  a worse  state ; they  are  occasionally  dusted 
by  the  confidential  man  in  the  employ  of  the  remembrancer,  and  all  the  records 
are  kept  in  such  a condition  so  that  they  shall  receive  no  injury. 

7110.  Chairman.']  Does  the  commission  ever  look  to  these? — 'Yes,  it  did, 
when  I was  employed., 

7111.  Does  it  now?  No  ; I have  not  been  employed  Since  1833. 

7112.  Do  you  know  that 'several  rolls  belonging  to  the  Treasurer’s  Remem- 
brancer’s Office  are  at  present  in  the  First  Fruits’  Office? No. 

7113.  You  do  not  know  if  that  is  the  fact?— No ; I know  very  little  about  the 
Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  or  about  its  records.  |J 

7x14.  Sir 
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7114.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  You  have  stated  you  were  paid  6d.  a folio  for  the  work  ; 
were  you  paid  that  sum  on  the  condition  that  you  should  collate  as  well  as  tran- 
scribe ? — I do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  positive  arrangement  made. 

7115.  Chairman.']  Is  not  every  person  who  transcribes  bound  to  collate  too  ? — 
That  I do  not  know ; I never  had  anything  to  do  with  transcribing  records  till 
I commenced  under  the  commission  transcribing  the  ancient  Rolls  of  the  Pipe  ; 
I have  had  the  assistance  of  my  friend  and  brother  officer,  Mr.  Foxton,  when 
I have  made  a transcription;  he  is  perfectly  conversant  with  records;  I was  a 
young  hand ; but  I always  had  his  assistance  when  I required  it. 


Mr.  William  Foxton , called  in ; and  Examined. 

7116.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  YOU  were  a sworn  officer  in  the  office  of  the  Lord 
Treasurer’s  Remembrancer? — Yes. 

7117.  What  records  were  in  that  office  ? — Principally  originalia  and  memoranda. 

7118.  Were  they  arranged  satisfactorily? — Yes. 

7119.  Could  you  refer  at  once  to  any  document  or  roll  in  the  office?— Yes. 

7120.  Are  they  not  united,  as  to  custody,  to  those  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  ? 
—They  are. 

7121.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  miscellaneous  records  of 
the  late  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer  should  be  transferred  to  the  temporary  cus- 
tody of  the  Record  Commission,  and  cleaned  and  better  arranged,  as  part  of  those 
in  the  hands  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  have  already  been  ? — The  miscellanea 
now  remaining  unarranged  are  very  few,  not  more  than  70  or  80  small  records ; 
the  others  have  been  arranged  into  reigns,  and  placed  in  bags,  each  document  being 
numbered  and  indexed ; the  number  on  each  roll  having  reference  to  the  same 
number  in  the  index.  I have  a list  of  the  reigns  indorsed  on  the  bags  containing 
the  documents  or  rolls  belonging  to  such  reigns. 

7122.  What  facility  is  afforded  to  gentlemen  engaged  in  historical  inquiries  for 
perusing  any  of  the  records  in  your  office? — Any  arrangement  that  is  wished  to  be 
made  might  be  made  by  consulting  the  remembrancer. 

7123.  Is,  practically,  any  facility  afforded  to  a literary  man  engaged  in  histori- 
cal inquiry  ?— Every  facility  would  be ; I am  not  aware  of  any  being  applied  for. 

7124.  Chairman.]  Do  not  you  require  fees  from  persons  engaged  in  such 
inquiries  r I think  there  Mould  be  some  fee,  which  the  remembrancer  has  to 
account  for  to  Government  annually,  but  that  would  be  modified,  I dare  say. 

7125.  Dr.  Bowring.]  You  are  wholly  paid  by  salary  ? — Yes. 

7126.  And  do  the  fees  go  to  the  fee-fund  ?— Yes,  I think  there  is  a small  fee  • 
a portion  of  the  fee  is  taken  by  the  clerk  making  the  copy. 

7v2X‘Chairman:\  These  records  are  kept  in  cellars  contiguous  to  those  of  the 
Pipe  Office  ? — Yes,  in  vaults. 

7128.  And  as  convenient  of  access? — In  the  same  manner  exactly  as  those  of 

the  Pipe,  by  going  to  the  same  rooms ; and  we  are  obliged  to  have  candles ; and 
our  light  and  air  has  been  obstructed  by  the  King’s  College  wall  in  the  same  wav 
as  at  the  Pipe  Office  vaults.  - 

7129.  You  have  not  many  unarranged  records  ?— Not  any,  except  those  70  or 
80  rolls  or  documents  before  alluded  to. 

713°-  Have  you  an  index  ? — Yes. 

7J31-  A perfect  index  ? — I have  a list  of  those  rolls  that  are  wanting;  they  are 
but  few ; the  originalia  and  memoranda  are  placed  on  shelves,  and  can  easily  be 
found  ; a space  is  left  for  each  record  missing,  and  a +,  in  chalk,  denotes  that  the 
record  for  that  period  is  lost. 


Mr.  Tarver  R.  Fearnside,  called  in ; and  Examined. 
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Mr.  office  for  them,  but  it  is  some  time  ago;  I have  not  heard  it  lately  ; I therefore  pre- 
T.  R.  Fearmidc.  sume  the  proposition  has  fallen  to  the  ground. 

7135-  Chairman.']  For  aught  you  know,  there  they  will  stay  ?—  I should  think 

29  June  1836.  j u 

y so,  and  hope  so. 

7136.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  know  anything  of  the 
plan  under  the  consideration  of  the  Treasury  for  the  erection  of  a suitable  reposi- 
tory for  them  ? — No,  not  a general  repository  ; I heard,  as  I said  before,  of  a re- 
pository for  my  own  records  especially  ; I heard  of  this  some  time  ago,  but  I have 
heard  nothing  of  it  lately  ; I was  not  aware  anything  was  done  in  it. 

7137.  Are  they  in  a tolerable  state  of  arrangement? — One  part  of  them  is  in 
complete  arrangement;  the  miscellaneous  records  are  in  a very  confused  state. 

7138.  Is  not  that  very  much  owing  to  their  having  been  moved  about? — 
Decidedly. 

7139.  In  consequence  of  the  pulling  down  their  former  repositories  ? — Certainly; 
in  fact  the  greater  part  of  the  labour  of  the  commission  in  1800  has  been  entirely 
nullified  by  the  conduct  since,  by  the  removal  of  them  and  placing  them  in  dif- 
ferent positions  since  that  period,  when  they  were  arranged  and  got  into  some 
order ; since  then,  in  taking  them  into  the  Ark,  the  Mews  and  the  Ride,  they  have 
been  disarranged. 

7140.  Chairman .]  Did  the  old  commission  arrange  them  or  alter  them? — 
I believe  it  was  done  under  them.  Mr.  Bryan  Richards  and  Mr.  Hewlet  were 
engaged  under  the  commission  I believe.  I was  not  in  office  at  the  time,  and  can- 
not speak  from  my  own  experience. 

7141.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Have  they  not  been  peculiarly 
exposed  to  derangement  in  consequence  of  the  measures  of  Government  in  respect 
of  the  buildings  in  which  they  were  deposited  being  either  taken  down  or  required 
to  be  used  for  other  purposes  ? — Certainly.  I do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  for 
as  I said  before,  I was  not  then  employed.  I have  heard,  from  those  long  connected 
with  the  office,  that  they  were  removed  from  the  places  where  they  had  been 
arranged  under  the  direction  or  assistance  of  the  commission  without  any  informa- 
tion being  given  to  the  auditors  of  their  removal ; the  doors  were  opened  and  the 
records  taken  out  by  bundles  by  labourers,  and1  carried  into  that  wooden  building 
that  was  in  the  Hall ; it  was  .not  until  they  had  been  some  days  employed  at  this, 
that  the  auditors  became  aware  their  records  were  touched. 

7142.  Chairman .]  All  the  good  done  by  the  old  commission  was  undone  by 
some  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  others? — Yes,  so  I have  been  told. 

7143.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  When  was  this  done  ?— At  the 
time  of  their  removal  into  the  Hall. 

7144.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Was  nobody  thereto  superintend  their  removal  ? — Not  at 
first;  it  was  two  or  three  days  before  the  auditors  became  aware  they  were  being 
removed. 

7145.  Chairman .]  At  the  time  they  were  rebuilding  the  Law  Courts? — 'Yes. 

7146.  Dr.  Bowring.]  In  whose  special  custody  were  they  at  that  moment? — In 
the  Auditor  of  the  Land  Revenue  for  England,  the  Auditor  for  Wales  ; and  those 
within  the  district  called  the  Four  Counties  were  in  the  custody  of  the  deputy 
auditor  as  acting  auditor  for  that  district. 

7147.  Did  you  understand  that  workmen  removed  them  in  the  absence  of  any 
party  who  had"  the  charge  of  them  ? — I understood  so. 

7148.  Chairman.]  So  that  the  workmen  superseded  all  those  persons  who  were 
trusted  with  the  custody  of  them? — Yes,  and  the  cords  with  which  the  bundles 
were  tied  were  in  many  cases  broken,  and  the  labourers  then  deposited  them  in  the 
most  convenient  spot. 

7149.  Under  whose  authority  did  they  do  this? — Under  those  who  were  repair- 
ing the  courts,  I imagine.  It  is  mere  hearsay.  The  doors  were  broken  open,  I 
presume,  for  they  did  not  send  to  the  auditors  for  the  key. 

7150.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Is  care  now  taken  of  the 
records? — Yes,  all  the  care  that  can  be  taken. 

7151.  Are  improvements  made  in  their  condition  ? — Yes,  as  rapidly  as  the  as- 
sistance I have  and  the  means  at  my  command  can  do,  they  are  being  repaired 
and  collected  and  bound. 

7152..  Do  you  apprehend  that  any  complete  arrangement  of  them  can  be  made 
till  they  shall  be  brought  together  in  a fresh  repository  ? — There  are  two  series, 
one  is.  a connected  series  of  the  entries  of  grants  under  the  Crown  sales,  and 
various  transactions  relative  to  the  disposal  of  Crown  property  ; and  there  are  other 

miscellaneous 
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miscellaneous  records  that  relate  to  a variety  of  matters,  they  will  require  a long 
time  before  they  can  be  brought  into  order.  ' . 

71 53.  Are  these  records,  to  which  there  is  most  frequent  access,  now  in  a toler- 
able state  of  arrangement  ? — They  are,  except  in  regard  to  the  indexes. 

n\KA.  Do  you  apprehend  that  it  would  be  possible  to  make  indexes  until  they 
shall  all  be  brought  together? — Yes,  the  portion  I have  that  are  bound  and  col- 
lected could  certainly,  and  I am  proceeding  with  it  as  fast  as  my  other  duties  will 


allow  me.  .... 

71 55-  What  is  about  the  amount  of  the  records  you  consider  to  be  in  a satis- 
factory state  of  arrangement  ?: — A very  large  body  of  records  altogether,  upwards  of. 

200  volumes.  . _ . ... 

7156.  Chairman.']  What  proportion  of  them  ; half  ol  them." — 1 should  imagine 
rather  more  ; about  half,  not  as  to  bulk  but  as  to  real  utility,  for  there  are  a vast 
number  in  the  Ride  of  no  value  whatever. 

7157.  Those  in  this  state  of  arrangement  have  no  index? — Partially  in  some 
respects,  and  others  are  complete.  Under  the  old  arrangement  there  were  seven 
auditors'  and  they  had  the  counties  portioned  out  to  them,  and  in  some  of  the 
divisions  they  have  been  well  arranged  and  indexed  ; others  have  no  index  whatever 


to  them.  . 

7158.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Among,  the  records  in  your 
custody,  are  there  not  some  that  are  of  no  use  in  respect  of  any  purpose  connected 
with  questions  of  right? — A large  body  of  them  are  of  no  value  whatever. 

7159.  Do  you  conceive  them  at  all  curious,  as  illustrative  of  points  of  history  ? — 

I believe  very  much  so,  if  they  could  be  made  available  to  the  public  by  good 
indexes. 

7160.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  description  of  record  might,  with  advantage, 
be  transferred  to  the  British  Museum  ? — ;No,  they  are  all  so  connected  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  transfer  any  portion  of  those  records  that  I am  more  particu- 
larly acquainted  with.  I cannot  say  that  I do  know  precisely  the  whole  extent  of 
those  that  are  in  the  Ride,  for  they  are  in  such  a miscellaneous  and  confused  state 
it  is  impossible  to  get  any  knowledge  of  them  ; but  those  1 am  more  intimately 
acquainted  with,  it  would  be  impossible  to  separate,  as  they  are  all  so  connected. 

7161.  Do  you  think  it  an  expedient  measure  to  transfer  them  to  the  temporary 
custody  of  the  Record  Commission,  for  cleaning,  repairing  and  arranging  them  ? — 
No,  I can  do  that  myself,  it  is  only  the  amount  of  time,  not  anything  else.  If 
I had  more  time  or  a little  more  assistance  I could  do  it  as  well  perhaps  as  the 
commission  ; and  in  arranging  and  repairing  I get  a knowledge  of  the  record,  which 
is  of  consequence. 

7162.  Chairman .]  You  would  be  thankful  if  the  commission  gave  you  that 
assistance? — Very  much  so. 

7163.  They  have  not  done  it?— I am  more. particularly  under  the  Treasury; 
I am  not  in  the  situation  of  other  record  officers  ; it  carries  on  its  record  business 
at  the  present  day  ; it  does  not  cease  at  any  particular  period,  as  many  of  the 
record  offices  do. 

7164.  Still,  if  the  commission,  in  a laudable  anxiety  for  rendering  these  records 
available  to  the  public,  came  and  offered  to  aid  you  in  arranging  them,  you  would 
not  have  refused  to  accept  their  offer? — I should  not  have  felt  myself  at  liberty  to 
have  accepted  it,  except  under  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury. 

7165.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  would  be  withheld? — No. 

7166.  At  any  rate  the  Record  Commission  never  tried  the  experiment  ? — Not 
since  I have  been  keeper. 

7167.  Dr.  Bozvring.]  How  many  subordinate  persons  are  under  you? — Only 
one  clerk  ; the  establishment  has  only  one  assistant  keeper. 

7168.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  Williams  Wynn.]  Do  you  see  any  reason  for  the 
inability  to  complete  the  arrangement  within  any  moderate  time? — 1 should  of 
course  make  much  more  rapid  progress  if  I had  assistance  in  the  manual  part,  such 
as  assisting  me  in  copying,  &c. 

7169.  But  otherwise,  within  what  time  do  you  think,  within  a moderate  and 
reasonable  period,  you  might  be  able  to  complete  it? — I cannot  say;  I have  been 
applying  all  the  time  I possibly  can  since  I have  been  appointed  ; but  having  only 
one  clerk  to  assist  me,  and  a great  deal  of  current  business  to  transact,  it  is  only 
my  private  time  as  yet  that  I have  been  enabled  to  devote  to  these  matters. 


Mr. 

T.  R.  Fearnside. 


29  June  1836. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Macdonald,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

71  70.  Dr.  Bowring .]  HAVE  you  any  statement  that  calls  for  correction  ? Yes 

7171.  You  have  prepared  a statement  of  the  amount  of  correction  in  divers 
works  ? — Y es. 

7172.  Be  so  good  as  to  deliver  it  in? — ( The  Witness  delivered  in  the  document) 


Veneris , i°  die  Julii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Buller. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn. 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 


Mr.  Villiers. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Mr.  Hawes. 

Dr.  Bowring. 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Frederick  Dawes  Danvers,  Esquire,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

7 1 73*  Chairman .]  YOU  are  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Keeper  of  the  Records 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  ? — I am. 

7174.  You  have  a large  collection  of  records? — Very  large. 

7175.  Are  they  in  a good  and  accessible  state? — Yes. 

7176.  Are  they  well  arranged  ? — 'Yes. 

7l77‘  Are  the  contents  of  your  office  generally  well  ascertained? — Yes,  they  are. 

7178.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  operations  have  been  carried  on  by 
the  Record  Commission  in  respect  of  the  records  in  your  custody  ? — They  have 
published  three  volumes  of  indexes  or  calendars.  The  first  volume  contains 
a calendar  to  the  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  comprising  about  half  the  volume; 
the  other  half  and  the  two  subsequent  volumes  consist  of  calendars  to  Pleadings  in 
the  Duchy  Court. 

7179.  Is  not  that  calendar  to  the  Inquisitions  defective  in  some  respects? — It 
may  be  defective  in  some  respects. 

7180.  Has  it,  for  instance,  the  names  of  the  heirs? — No. 

7181.  That  is  wanted  ? — That  is  wanted. 

7182.  Are  the  calendars  to  Pleadings  works  of  great  utility  ? — I think  they  are. 

7t83.  Other  improvements  have  taken  place  at  the  expense  of  the  Duchy,  have 

they  not?—  Yes. 

7184.  Does  the  Duchy  spend  an  annual  sum  upon  the  records? — Yes;  a gentle- 
man, who  was  formerly  in  the  Tower,  has  been  employed  of  late  years  by  the 
Duchy  to  arrange  and  look  into  the  records  and  muniments  of  the  Duchy. 

7185.  At  whose  cost  has  the  work  of  arranging  and  calendaring  been  done? — 
The  calendars  that  I have  mentioned  have  been  carried  into  effect  entirely  by  the 
Record  Commission. 

7186.  Were  they  made  by  them? — Under  their  directions,  and  at  their  expense. 

7187.  Has  the  arrangement  been  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Duchy? — Not  of 
those  calendars.  A previous  arrangement  had  been  made,  inasmuch  as  there  was 
an  index  to  Pleadings  ; but  it  was  not  so  full  as  those  calendars. 

7188.  How  much  has  been  done  by  the  present,  and  how  much  by  the  former, 
commission  ? The  former  commission  had  brought  the  calendars  to  the  Pleadings 
down  to  about  the  36th  of  Elizabeth ; the  present  commission  continued  them  till 
the  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  there  they  stopped. 

7189.  What  proportion  then  of  those  records  have  the  present  commission 
calendared  ?— I should  think  about  a fourth  or  fifth  part. 

7190.  Do  you  make  a distinction  between  documents  which  you  regard  as  pub- 
lic, and  of  which  copies  are  given  to  any  applicant,  and  those  which  are  private,  as 
being  the  evidences  of  His  Majesty’s  right  to  certain  manors,  lands,  franchises 
patronages,  and  the  like  ? — Certainly. 

7191.  Does  this  appear  to  you  to  be  a necessary  and  proper  distinction? 

I think  it  is.  J 

7192.  Those 
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7192.  Those  which  you  regard  as.  public  are  open  to  all  persons  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  rolls  of  Chancery,  or  in  any  other  court? — Yes. 

7193.  And  the  private  are  not  open  ? — They  are  not. 

7194.  Upon  the  same  principle  that  a private  nobleman  would  not  allow  indis- 

criminate searches  into  his  own  title-deeds  ?— Not  quite  on  the  same  principle, 
inasmuch  as  we  should  not  refuse  the  inspection  of  our  original  charters  to  any 
person  applying.  J 

7195.  Have  you  an  exact  and  definite  line  of  separation  between  public  and 
private  documents  ? All  matters  connected  with  the  revenue  department  of  the 
Duchy  are  considered  private. 

7196.  Have  you  any  catalogues  separating  those  two  classes  ? — No. 

7197.  If  I went  there,  and  wanted  to  look  at  any  document,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  adverse  to  the  Crown,  would  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  Duchy  to  keep  it 
from  me  as  a private  document  ? — I should  say,  if  it  had  reference  to  any  plead- 
ings or  proceedings  in  the  Duchy  Court  of  Lancaster,  it  could  not  be  withheld. 

7198.  Suppose  it  was  inconvenient  to  the  Duchy  to  produce  it,  that  it  would  be 
fatal  to  their  pretensions,  although  it  was  of  that  class  which,  in  your  better  judg- 
ment, you  would  think  public,  might  not  the  officer  of  the  Duchy  tell  me  that  it 
was  private,  and  refuse  access  upon  that  ground  ?— The  course  I should  take  in 
such  a case  would  be  to  apply  to  the  chancellor  and  council  for  their  directions 
and  act  under  their  sanction. 

7199.  Suppose  there  was  a wish  to  keep  back  information  from  me,  it  could  be 
done,  could  not  it  ? — It  depends  upon  the  particular  description  of  record  ; if  it  had 
reference  to  any  pleadings  in  the  Duchy  Court,  we  could  not  withhold  it ; we 
should  not  be' justified  in  doing  so. 

7200.  But  supposing  the  Duchy  denied  it,  what  remedy  should  I have?— 
I cannot  say. 

7201.  If  I made  an  appeal  to  the  public  about  it,  how  could  I. prove  it? The 

refusal  to  produce  a public  record  is  a case  so  unlikely  to  occur,  that  I am  not 
prepared  to  answer  the  question  ; I cannot  say  what  proceedings  would  be  neces- 
sary to  enforce  the  production  of  the  record  in  such  a case. 

7202.  Without  enforcing  its  production,  supposing  the  fact  to  occur,  how  could 
I convince  the  public  that  the  Duchy  were  treating  that  as  private  which,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  principle,  was  public?— You  would  convince  the  public  by  the 
statement  that  you  w'ould  make  to  the  public. 

7203.  I could  not  point  to  any  catalogue  in  which  it  was  mentioned  as  a public 
document?— No,  unless  it  was  included  in  the  calendars  published  under  the 
Record  Commission. 

7204.  Are  applications  ever  made  to  you  by  literary  men  to  have  access  to  the 
records,  with  a view  to  the  preparation  of  works  ? — Occasionally. 

7205.  Do  you  charge  them  the  same  fee  as  you  charge  to  a professional  man  for 
legal  purposes? — There  is  no  rule ; but  generally  less  fees  are  charged. 

7206.  Are  there  any  operations  now  being  carried  on  at  the  Duchy  Office  on 
the  part  of  the  Record  Commission? — No. 

7207. ^  Are  there  still  records  not  well  arranged,  or  which  want  repairing  and 
binding  t There  are  some  that  are  now  undergoing  arrangement,  on  the  part  of 
the  Duchy,  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  I have  before  referred. 

7208.  Was  not  the  reason  that  the  commission  discontinued  to  repair  and  bind, 
that  they  thought  the  general  records  of  the  county  should  take  precedence  of  those 
of  the  Duchy  in  these  operations  ? — That  is  a question  which  I am  not  able  to 
answer. 

7209.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  IV.  Williams  Wynn.~\  Are  there  any  calendars  or 
abstracts  of  the  records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  now  in  the  course  of  prepara- 
tion by  the  officers  of  the  Duchy? — Yes,  there  are. 

7210.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  state  what  they  are?— The  better  arranging 
and  indexing  the  Court  Rolls  is  one  thing ; another  is,  making  a register  to  the 
ttoyai  Charters.  This,  register  has  been  completed  from  the  reign  of  William  the 
2d  down  to  the  year  1377,  and  is  going  on. 

72U.  Io  what  extent  does  that  register  proceed ; what  number  of  volumes  ? — 
tnere  are  three  volumes  of  that  register  already  completed. 

7212.  The  list  of  which  you  have  spoken  is  a work  which  requires  particular 
DeCid°dl  atl<^  (lua^^cat’ons  on  the  part  of  the  individual  who  is  carrying  it  on? — 

7213.  Therefore  you  do  not  think  that  that  could  be  advantageously  intrusted  to 
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more  than  one  person  at  the  same  time? — I should  think  it  much  better  to  intrust 
it  to  only  one  person  who  is  quite  competent  for  it. 

7214.  Will  you  state  the  nature  of  that  register?— It  is  a calendar  to  the  char- 
ters and  grants  under  seal ; a general  calendar  embracing  the  dates,  the  names  of 
parties  to  whom  grants  are  made,  and  an  epitome  of  the  contents  ; and  it  is  cer- 
tainly a very  useful  calendar,  as  elucidating  facts  of  history. 

7215.  What  is  the  object  of  the  register  that  is  now  making? — One  great  object 
in  view  is,  the  tracing  the  Duchy  property  from  its  first  coming  to  the  Duchy  to  the 

Pr<72i6.tHThe  different  owners  through  whose  hands  it  has  passed  ? — Precisely. 

"217*  Chairman.']  Are  there  not  several  very  valuable  aud  important  records  in 
the  Duchy  which  are  left  in  disorder  ? — I do  not  think  there  are  any  in  disorder  now. 

7218.  Is  there  not  a large  collection  of  ancient  deeds,  commencing  with  the 
reign  of  William  the  Conqueror  ?— Commencing  either  in  his  reign,  or  in  the  reign 
of  William  the  2d;  those  are  the  deeds  to  which  I have  been  referring  as  being  in 
course  of  arrangement,  and  of  which  three  volumes  are  completed. 

7219.  The  Registers,  and  the  Ministers’  Accounts,  and  the  Court  Rolls?— We 
have  indexes  to  all  of  those. 


Mr.  George  Gunthorpe,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


7220.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  JVynn .]  YOU  are  in  the  First  Fruits’ 

Office  ? — I am.  , IT  Tir  „ . , 

7221.  Who  is  the  chief  of  that  office  r— Henry  Warre,  Esq.,  the  remembrancer. 

7222.  What  is  your  peculiar  situation  there? — Senior  sworn  clerk  in  the  re- 
membrancer’s department  of  First  Fruits  and  Tenths  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 

7223.  How  long  have  you  held  it? — I have  been  in  the  office  betweeen  12  and 

13  years.  . 

7224.  How  long  have  you  been  senior? — I think  it  was  in  1829. 

7225.  You  are  then  well  acquainted  with  the  records  in  your  office  ?— I am. 

7226.  What  is  the  peculiar  nature  of  them? — I divide  them  into  four  parts : 
first,  Surveys  of  all  Ecclesiastical  Benefices,  &c. ; second,  Rolls  of  Pleas  and 
Proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  from  the  first  year  of  Queen  Mary  to  the 
3d  George  the  1st ; third,  Certificates  of  all  Ecclesiastical  Livings  not  exceeding 
the  yearly  value  of  50 1,  returned  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer  by  virtue  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  of  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne;  and  the  fourth,  Bishops’  Certificates  of 


Institutions,  Patronages,  &c.  ... 

7227.  Is  there  frequent  resort  to  them  for  the  purposes  of  business  ?— I here  is. 

7228.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  finding  any  records  in  your  office 
which  may  be  wanted  ?— There  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  records  that  are 
arranged  in  the  office. 

7229.  Is  your  office,  as  a building,  convenient  for  the  depositing  and  searching 
for  records  in  it  ? — Yes ; but  it  will  become  more  and  more  inconvenient  as  our 


records  increase. 

7230.  Do  they  already  nearly  fill  the  office?— I cannot  say  that  they  do;  we 
have  presses  in  which  we  can  place  them  for  many  years  to  come.  There  is  little 
inconvenience  at  present. 

7231.  Nor  do  you  apprehend  any  inconvenience  for  several  years  to  come  r— 
For  many  years  to  come. 

7232.  Is  your  office,  as  a building,  easy  of  access  ? — Certainly. 

7233.  You  have  mentioned  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  as  being  in  the  office.  How 
long  has  the  First  Fruits’  Office  had  the  custody  of  it  ? — From  the  first  establish- 
ment of  the  office.  The  commissioners  handed  them  over  for  the  purpose  of  the 
collection  of  the  First  Fruits. 

7234.  Was  there  any  such  office  before  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  ? — Certainly 
there  was. 

7235.  Then  it  was  a separate  office  before  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  ? — Yes. 

7236.  You  consider  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  to  be  the  most  important  docu^ 

ment  in  your  custody  ? — Certainly  ; because  it  is  frorh  that  we  collect  the  revenue 
of  First  Fruits.  , 

7237.  Will  you  state  the  nature  of  that  record  ? — It  is  surveys  of  archbishop- 
rics, bishoprics,  abbeys,  monasteries,  priories,  colleges,  hospitals,  archdeaconries, 
provostships,  deaneries,  prebends,  parsonages,  vicarages,  chantries,  free  chapels  and 
other  dignities,  benefices,  offices,  or  promotions  spiritual  within  this  realm,  taken 
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bv  virtue  of  certain  commissions  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  according  to  the  tenor  and  Mr- G-  Gunthorpe. 
effect  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  provided  in  that  behalf  in  the  26th  year  of  his  reign.  

7238.  Are  they  a transcript,  or  the  original  returns  ? — They  are  the  original  rolls,  1 18361 

with  the  signature  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  to  the  instructions,  and  likewise  the 

signature  of  the  commissioners  to  the  rolls.  The  instructions  are  annexed  to  the 
rolls. 

7239.  Some  of  them  are  under  seal,  are  they  not? — I think  it  is  some  of  the 
instructions  that  have  the  seal  attached. 

7240.  So  that  the  Valor  was  not  compiled  from  certain  records,  but  is  a col- 
lection of  the  records  themselves  ? — That  I cannot  undertake  to  say  ; it  has  never 
been  questioned,  I believe. 

7241.  They  are  the  original  returns  of  the  commissioners? — They  are  the  ori- 
ginal rolls  under  the  hands  of  the  commissioners. 

7242.  Are  they  upon  parchment  or  upon  paper? — Upon  parchment  some,  and 
others  upon  paper. 

7243.  In  rolls  or  in  sheets  ? — In  rolls  and  likewise  bound ; the  paper  records 
are  bound  for  the  better  preservation  of  them,  but  the  parchments  are  most  of  them 
in  rolls. 

7244.  Does  the  appearance  of  them  indicate  that  they  were  delivered  into  the 
Exchequer  by  different  bodies  of  commissioners  from  their  being  in  different  shapes 
and  forms  ? — Precisely  so. 

7245.  Have  you  heard  that  portions  of  the  Valor  have  been  recently  discovered 
at  the  Augmentation  Office? — I have  heard  so,  but  I have  not  seen  any  of  them. 

7246.  If  those  portions  should  not  have  the  King’s  writ  annexed,  or  the  attesta- 
tion of  the  commissioners,  should  you  believe  that  they  were  parts  of  the  Valor  ? — 

That  I could  not  exactly  say,  because  we  have  some  that  have  not  the  instructions 
annexed,  and  we  have  some  that  have  not  the  signature  of  the  commissioners  to 
them. 

7247.  Has  not  the  Valor  been  printed  by  the  Record  Commission  ? — It  has. 

7248.  Has  not  the  Record  Commission  also  taken  measures  for  the  better  pre- 
servation of  the  original? — They  have  repaired  them,  and  likewise  bound  many  of 
them  ; those  that  were  in  a dilapidated  state. 

7249.  Chairman .]  Is  the  printed  Valor  inaccurate? — In  many  instances 
I have  found  it  so. 

7250.  You  say  you  have  heard  of  those  portions  that  are  said  to  have  been  dis- 
covered since;  do  you  know  whether  they  properly  belong  to  the  Valor  ? — I do 
not  know ; 1 have  not  seen  them. 

7251.  From  what  you  have  heard,  should  you  think  they  ought  to  have  been 
included? — I should  say  not;  but  I merely  speak  from  having  heard  of  them. 

When  I say  the  Valor,  I mean  the  rolls  in  the  office ; that  I should  say  was  com- 
plete without  those  which  have  been  found. 

7252.  But  the  publication  is  inaccurate  ? — That  is  inaccurate. 

7253.  Have  not  a large  quantity  of  useful  records  not  belonging  to  your  office 
been  sent  there  ? — They  have  not  been  sent  there,  because  we  took  them  there 
from  the  King’s  Mews. 

7254.  How  did  you  get  them  ? — We  went  in  two  coaches  and  took  them  away. 

7255-  Why  did  you  do  this  ? — We  did  not  know  till  we  got  them  to  the  office 

to  sort ; we  were  referred  to  a room,  over  which  was  written  “ First  Fruits’  Office.” 

We  went  in  and  took  what  was  there,  and  when  we  got  them  to  the  office  we  pro- 
ceeded to  sort  them  ; two-thirds  of  what  were  brought  to  our  office  are  arranged 
in  our  own  presses ; and  of  the  remainder  there  are  perhaps  about  one-third  that 
do  not  belong  to  us.  I am  now  going  on  with  the  arrangement. 

7256.  Whom  do  they  belong  to? — There  are  some  fines  and  recoveries;  those 
are  Common  Pleas  records.  I do  not  know  whether  there  are  any  belonging  to 
the  King’s  Bench  ; there  are  one  or  two  bags,  about  a foot  square,  belonging  to 
the  army  accounts. 

7257.  This  must  have  been  in  the  general  confusion  of  one  of  those  repositories  ? 

I consider  that  at  the  removal  of  the  Common  Pleas  records  from  the  wooden 

building  in  Westminster  Hall  that  this  part  of  our  records  got  mixed,  and  was 
moved  to  the  King’s  Mews;  and  then  in  sorting  them  at  the  King’s  Mews,  they 
put  these  on  one  side. 

7258.  What  proportion  of  your  records  are  unarranged? — Very  few;  only 
about  one-third  of  those  that  we  brought  away  from  the  Mews. 

°-33-  4 k 2 7259.  What 
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7259.  What  assistance  has  the  commission  given  you  in  arranging  ? — Not  anv 

7260.  Have  you  good  calendars  and  indexes  ? — Excellent  calendars  and  indexes 

7261.  Were  those  made  by  the  commission? — No,  they  were  not  ; the  commis- 
sion have  done  nothing  but  repair  and  bind  the  Valor. 

7262.  How  long  have  those  calendars  been  in  existence? — I think  we  can  carry 
them  back  as  far  as  Henry  the  8th.  There  are  four  classes  of  records  : I am  now 
alluding  to  the  Certificates  of  Institutions ; those  we  can  carry  back  as  far  as 
Henry  the  8th. 

7263.  Have  all  the  other  classes  of  records  good  calendars? — They  have;  but 
old  calendars,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  in  the  office  and  by  the 
office. 

Arthur  Eden,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

7264.  Sir  Robert Inglis.~\  ARE  you  Deputy  Comptroller  of  the  Exchequer? 

Assistant  Comptroller. 

7265.  Have  not  you  the  custody  of  the  records  of  the  late  Clerk  of  the  Pells? 

When  the  office  was  remodelled  they  were  handed  over  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells 
to  the  Comptroller-general. 

7266.  What  is  the  nature  of  those  records  ? — They  are  rolls  of  issue  and  receipt 
of  the  public  revenue. 

7267.  What  extent  of  time  do  they  embrace? — The  Rolls  embrace  from  Hen.  3 
to  the  close  of  the  last  century  ; the  Patent  and  Privy  Seal  Books  from  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth to  the  present  day. 

7268.  Where  were  they,  kept  before  they  were  removed  to  Scotland-yard ? — In 
the  eastern  tower  of  Westminster  Hall. 

7269.  Were  they  well  arranged  and  in  good  condition  formerly? — I have  under- 
stood previously  to  the  year  1820  they  were  in  some  sort  of  arrangement,  but  they 
were  thrown  into  very  great  confusion  by  the  repair  of  that  tower ; and  when  Sir 
John  Newport  was  put  in  possession  of  them  they  were  in  entire  confusion. 

7270.  Have  they  since  been  repaired  and  arranged,  and  if  so,  under  what  au- 
thority?— In  February  1825,  v'hen  the  state  of  them  was  reported  to  Sir  John 
Newport,  he  made  application  to  the  Treasury  to  be  allowed  to  employ  some 
person  to  arrange  them.  Leave  was  immediately  given  to  him,  but  the  Treasury 
suggested  a reference  to  the  Record  Commission. 

7271.  Was  that  reference  successful? — Mr.  Devon  was  recommended,  and  the 
work  is  now  in  progress  ; he  is  putting  them  into  chronological  order. 

7272.  To  what  extent  has  this  work  proceeded,  and  how  long  will  be  required 
to  complete  it? — It  was  calculated  originally  that  it  would  take  about  three  years, 
and  15  months  of  that  period  have  elapsed. 

7273.  Has  the  progress  been  such  as  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  entire  work  will 
be  completed  in  the  time  originally  assigned  to  it  ? — Scarcely.  I believe  that  it  is 
supposed  their  arrangement  will  take  something  under  four  years. 

7274.  Practically,  are  the  records  at  this  moment  accessible  for  searches  and 
reference,  as  other  public  records  are  ? — They  are  perfectly  accessible,  as  far  as  they 
are  arranged,  without  any  fee  of  any  kind. 

7275.  The  last  question  was  limited  by  the  terms  of  it  to  those  records  which 
are  arranged ; those  are  accessible  without  fee  ? — They  are. 

7276.  Are  they  frequently  referred  to  for  legal  purposes? — I apprehend  not; 
they  have  not  been  referred  to  since  they  have  been  in  the  possession  of  Sir  John 
Newport. 

7277.  From  the  last  answer  which  you  gave  in  reference  to  their“accessibility, 
the  Committee  understand  that  to  professional  men,  and  of  course  to  literary  men, 
free  access  is  open  to  those  records  ?— Entirely. 

7278.  Have  not  some  extracts  from  these  records  been  lately  published? — 
Mr.  Devon,  under  the  direction  of  the  Comptroller-general,  has  published  two 
volumes. 

7279.  According  to  your  view  of  the  contents  of  these  records,  do  you  consider 
that  with  respect  to  them  the  Record  Commission  can  do  anything  more  to  render 
them  useful  than  the  work  which  is  now  in  progress  ? — If  it  were  considered  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  publish  any  further  extracts  from  the  records,  of  course  the 
Record  Commission,  in  conjunction  with  the  Comptroller-general,  would  be  very 
useful  in  superintending  the  publication. 

7280.  Do 
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7280.  Do  you  think  that  any  of  those  records  which  are  valuable  chiefly  as  his-  Arthur  Eden, 

torical  documents  might  with  advantage  be  transferred  to  the  British  Museum? — ■ 

I do  not  exactly  see  the  object  of  their  being  removed  ; when  they  are  put  in  com-  1 July  1836 

lete  order  they  will  be  entirely  accessible  without  any  expense,  and  they  are  in 
perfect  security.  In  addition  to  which,  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  regu- 
lates the  office,  I do  not  know  whether  the  Comptroller-general  would  consider 
himself  authorized  to  transfer  them. 

7281.  The  question  with  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the  transfer  of  those  docu- 
ments had  special  relation  to  those  documents,  and  those  only,  which  are  of  histo-* 
rical  interest,  as  distinct  from  legal  authority  ?— You  can  scarcely  make  any  dis- 
tinction under  the  Act  of  the  4 & 5 Will.  4,  c.  15,  s.  7,  which  hands  them  over  to 
the  Comptroller-general.  I doubt  whether  they  could  be  given  up  without  an  altera- 
tion in  that  Act  of  Parliament. 

7282.  Chairman .]  When  was  Sir  John  Newport  appointed  Comptroller  ? — In 
October  1 834. 

7283.  Up  to  that  time  the  records  were  in  great  confusion? — In  entire  con- 
fusion. 

7284.  The  commission  having  then  been  in  existence  three  or  four  years  ? — 

I do  not  know. 

7285.  Had  the  commission  done  anything  during  that  time? — Not  that  I am 
aware  of.  I have  heard  that  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Treasury,  either 
on  the  part  of  the  commission  or  on  the  part  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  for  permis- 
sion to  arrange  them,  which  had  not  been  acceded  to. 

7286.  But  you  know  nothing  that  the  Record  Commissioners  have  done? — 

Nothing  more  than,  since  Sir  John  made  that  application  to  the  Treasury,  the 
Record  Commissioners  recommended  Mr.  Devon,  and  sent  down  a person,  whom 
they  now  pay,  to  repair  them. 

7287.  How  many  persons  since  that  period  has  the  Record  Commission  had  at 
the  Comptroller-general’s  Office  ? — Mr.  Devon  is  employed  and  paid  by  the  Trea- 
sury ; the  person  who  repairs  the  rolls  is  paid,  I apprehend,  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission. 

7288.  There  is  one  person  in  the  pay  of  the  Record  Commission  at  the  office  ? 

-Yes. 

7289.  There  is  still  a great  mass  to  arrange  ?— One-third  of  them  is  arranged, 
and  two-thirds  not. 

7290.  Those  will  take  three  or  four  years  ? — They  will  take  about  four  years  in 
the  whole. 

7291.  If  the  Record  Commission  had  more  than  one  person  employed,  that  work 
would  proceed  faster? — Of  course  it  would,  if  they  would  not  create  confusion. 

7292.  Would  the  employing  two  people  create  confusion? — Perhaps  not,  as 
there  is  no  index  being  made  at  .present. 

7293.  When  is  the  index  to  be  made?— They  cannot  make  the  index  till  the 
work  is  done. 

7294.  Then  to  all  those  records  there  is  no  index  now? — I apprehend  not. 

Memoranda  of  the  rolls  arranged  are  made  as  the  work  proceeds,  from  which  the 
index  will  be  hereafter  completed. 

7295.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Is  it  possible  to  procure  persons  competent  to  repair 
records  at  a moment’s  notice  ? — That  I cannot  answer  at  all. 

7296.  Is  it  a peculiar  art,  or  is  an  art  which  any  bookbinder  can  exercise  ? — That 
is  a question  I have  not  knowledge  sufficient  to  answer ; it  seems  to  be  very 
nicely  done. 

7297.  Chairman .]  You  do  not  know  whether  that  one  person  at  the  Comp- 
troller-general’s Office  now,  is  the  only  person  in  Great  Britain  that  can  do  it? — 

I apprehend  not  the  only  person  in  Great  Britain. 

7298.  Mr.  Frederick  Devon  superintended  this  arrangement  ? — He  is  now  super- 
intending it. 

7299/ At  what  hour  is  Mr.  Devon  able  to  come  to  the  Comptroller-general’s 
Office  ? — Pie  comes  at  the  hours  at  which  he  can  get  away  from  his  other  duties. 

7300.  Pie  is  a clerk  in  the  Chapter  House  ? — He  is. 

7301.  And  he  officiates  in  that  capacity  from  nine  to  one  ? — I cannot  say  as  to 
his  attendance  at  the  Chapter  House. 

7302.  Also  at  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office  he  officiates  from  one  to  four? — 

I cannot  say  what  his  other  avocations  are. 

7303.  Does  he  ever  come  before  four  ? — Yes;  he  comes  early  and  he  comes  late. 

4 k 3 73°4-  He 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Arthur  Eden,  Esq. 


1 July  1836. 


John  Allen , Esq. 


360  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

7304.  He  does  not  spend  his  whole  days  there  ? — No. 

7305.  Nor  the  greater  portion  ? — I cannot  say  what  time  he  spends  there.  J 
should  mention  that  the  Treasury,  in  their  allowance,  limited  Sir  John  to  300/ 
for  the  arrangement  of  these  records,  and  he  was  to  give  this  300/.  as  the  work 
progressed. 

7306.  Then  do  not  the  commission  pay  anything? — Not  for  the  arrangement- 
they  pay  for  the  repair. 

7307.  And  Mr.  Devon  is  employed  by  the  Treasury? — Yes  ; at  the  request  of 
the  Comptrollor-general,  and  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Record  Commission. 

7308.  He  is  under  the  control  of  Sir  John  Newport? — As  far  as  Sir  John  New- 
port’s records  go. 

7309.  And  Mr.  Devon  has,  in  addition  to  his  other  labours  elsewhere,  and  at 
the  Comptroller-general’s  Office,  been  employed  in  editing  some  records  which  he 
has  found  in  the  Comptroller-general’s  Office  ? — He  has  edited  two  volumes. 

John  Allen,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

7310.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wi/nn.]  YOU  have  for  many  years 
been  an  inquirer  into  the  constitutional  and  legal  history  of  this  country  ? — To  a 
certain  extent  I have ; I have  for  25  years  been  more  or  less  occupied  in  these 
subjects. 

7311.  You  are  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Record  ? — I am. 

7312.  Have  you  had  much  occasion,  in  the  course  of  your  researches,  to  exa- 
mine into  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission? — I have  examined  several 
of  them  ; many  of  them  I have  occasionally  consulted. 

7313.  Does  it  appear  to  you  that  those  which  have  been  selected  for  publication 
have  been  generally  useful  to  historical  research  ? — I have  found  them  in  my  own 
researches  extremely  useful. 

7314.  Does  the  selection  which  has  been  made  for  publication  appear  to  you  to 
have  been  generally  judicious  ? — That  depends  upon  a comparison  with  those  that 
remain  unpublished,  to  which  I cannot  very  well  speak.  Many  of  the  publications 
of  the  Record  Commission  are  adapted  for  legal  purposes  chiefly,  with  which  I have 
had  very  little  to  do,  but  those  that  relate  to  constitutional  inquiries  I have  found 
exceedingly  useful. 

7315.  Does  it  appear  to  you  that  those  publications  have  contributed  material 
assistance  to  historical  research,  and  to  all  persons  who  are  engaged  in  writing  the 
history  of  this  country? — Most  unquestionably. 

7316.  Have  they  had  the  effect  of  enabling  writers  of  the  present  day  to  correct 
many  mistakes  into  which  former  historians  have  fallen  ? — It  enables  them  to  do  so, 
if  they  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  those  publications. 

7317.  Do  the  publications  which  are  now  carrying  on  appear  to  you  to  be  cal- 
culated to  produce  the  same  effect? — Some  of  them  I think  exceedingly  useful,  and 
very  valuable  and  curious;  I should  say  particularly  the  Rotuli  Curke  Regis;  some 
Scottish  fragments,  which  are  printing  at  this  moment,  and  many  others  of  these 
publications  are  exceedingly  useful,  and  deserving  to  be  continued. 

731 8.  How  many  years  have  you  been  a member  of  the  Record  Commission? — 
Five  years. 

7319.  Have  you  during  that  time  been  a constant  attendant? — 1 have  been  a 
very  frequent,  but  not  a constant  attendant ; I have  attended  when  it  was  in  my 
power  to  attend,  but  I have  occasionally  been  unable  to  attend. 

7320.  Does  the  constitution  of  the  board  appear  to  you  to  be  such  as  is  well 
calculated  for  the  objects  to  which  it  is  directed  ? — I think  various  improvements 
might  be  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  board  ; and  if  I were  asked  more  specifi- 
cally to  any  particular  points,  I could  answer  more  specifically. 

7321.  The  question  is  asked  generally,  in  order  that  you  may  convey  your  opi- 
nion fully ; will  you  state  your  opinion  of  the  general  constitution  of  the  board,  and 
whether  any,  and  if  so  what,  alterations  you  think  might  be  desirable  ? — It  is  diffi- 
cult to  state  vivd  voce,  without  any  previous  preparation,  the  alterations  that  may 
have  passed  in  one’s  head  : but  in  the  first  place  I should  say,  that  for  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  board,  the  distinction  of  quorum  commissioners  and  common  commis- 
sioners had  better  be  done  away  with,  because  frequently  it  is  impossible  “to  hold  a 
meeting  of  the  board,  even  for  months,  on  account  of  the  absence  or  the  occupa- 
tions of  the  quorum  commissioners.  I by  no  means  want  to  abolish  the  distinction, 
but  I should  propose  that,  for  ordinary  business,  meetings  might  be  held  without 
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the  presence  of  a quorum  commissioner.  With  the  permission  of  the  Committee 
I will  deliver  in  some  observations  on  the  constitution  of  the  board,  which  I wrote 
and  circulated  among  its  members  ; with  extracts  from  a letter  to  Lord  Brougham 
in  explanation  of  certain  parts  of  the  plan,  which  had  not,  in  my  opinion,  been  pro- 
perly understood. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same,  which  was  read  as  follows  :] 


OBSERVATIONS  by  Mr.  Allen,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  upon  the  Constitution  of  the 
Record  Board. 

I consider  the  Record  Commission  to  be  a board  of  commissioners,  nominated  by  His 
Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  inquiring  into  the  state  and  management  of  the 
record  offices  and  other  repositories  for  public  records  and  papers  throughout  the  kingdom; 
for  reforming  the  same  as  far  as  their  powers  extend,  and  where  their  power  is  deficient,  to 
report  thereon  to  the  King  in  Council ; and  to  recommend  such  alterations  and  improvements 
as  to  them  shall  seem  necessary  or  expedient. 

Its  principal  duties  are, 

1st.  To  see  and  provide,  as  far  as  it  has  the  means,  that  the  records  are  kept  in  good 
condition  by  those  who  have  charge  of  them,  and  that  they  are  made  as  available  as  possible 
both  for  legal  searches  and  literary  inquiries ; and,  2dly,  to  select,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
commissioners,  the  most  ancient  and  valuable  monuments  of  our  history,  laws  and  govern- 
ment, and  to  -cause  them  to  be  printed  or  made  otherwise  accessible  to  the  public. 

In  addition  to  these  duties,  the  commissioners  have  been  directed  by  a special  order  of 
His  Majesty,  to  take  measures  for  the  publication  of  an  uniform  and  convenient  edition’ 
of  the  works  of  our  ancient  historians,  for  the  advancement  of  historical  and  constitutional’ 
knowledge. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  these  several  duties  require  for  their  performance  very  different 
qualities  and  attainments  in  the  persons  who  are  entrusted  with  them  : diligence,  activity,  a 
plain  understanding,  and  an  acquaintance  with  the  uses  for  which  records  may  be  wanted,  are 
sufficient  for  the  first ; an  extensive  knowledge  of  history  and  literature  is  necessary  for  the 
other.  Persons  qualified  for  the  latter  would  most  probably  be  unfit  for  the  former  occupation, 
and  apt  on  that  account  to  neglect  it,  or  to  perform  it  badly.  On  the  other  hand,  many  a one 
might  be  fit  to  superintend  the  cleansing,  mending,  methodizing  and  binding  records,  and 
able  to  direct  indexes  and  calendars  to  be  framed  for  them,  and  better  and  more  commo- 
dious repositories  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  qualified  even  to  inquire  into  the  fees 
and  duties  of  the  record  officers,  and  into  the  rules  and  usages  of  their  different  offices,  and 
to  suggest  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  same,  who  would  be  utterly  incapable  of 
judging  and  selecting  what  was  proper  for  publication  or  transcription,  as  illustrative  of  the 
progress  of  civilization,  literature  and  law.  These  duties  ought  therefore  to  be  severed,  and 
performed  by  different  persons. 

To  appoint  paid  commissioners  for  the  selection  and  publication  of  the  more  ancient  and 
valuable  monuments  of  our  history,  laws  and  government,  or  for  the  superintendence  of  an- 
uniform  and  convenient  edition  of  the  works  of  our  ancient  historians,  would  be  a profli- 
gate job  and  scandalous  expenditure  of  public  money.  The  whole  business  to  be  done  by 
such  commissioners,  exclusive  of  the  works  they  published  by  the  agency  of  others,  could 
not  occupy  them  many  days  in  the  year.  To  permit  them  to  act  as  editors,  as  well  as  com- 
missioners, would  be  a temptation  to  single  out  works  for  publication,  not  on  account  of 
their  intrinsic  value,  but  because  this  or  that  commissioner  was  qualified  or  disposed  to  edit 
them ; and  at  any  rate  it  would  expose  them  to  the  suspicion  of  making  profitable  bargains 
for  themselves,  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 

But  if  paid  commissioners  for  the  selection  and  publication  of  the  ancient  monuments  of 
our  history,  laws  and  government,  are  for  these  reasons  objectionable,  no  one  surely  would 
venture  to  propose  a regular  board  of  well-paid  commissioners  for  cleansing,  mending  and’ 
methodizing  the  records.  All  that  is  wanted  for  that  purpose  is  the  employment  of  suitable 
clerks  and  workmen,  under  the  superintendence  of  a steady,  active  and  intelligent  person, 
skilled  in  records,  who  should  direct  his  whole  time  and  labour  to  the  work.  Such  a person 
might  be  engaged  for  a moderate  salary,  and  prohibited  from  any  other  occupation  which 
could  divert  his  attention  from  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  might  be  enjoined  to  make 
monthly  reports  to  a board  of  unpaid  commissioners,  with  whom  he  should  be  in  direct 
communication,  and  from  whom  he  should  receive  his  instructions  and  the  funds  necessary 
for  his  operations.  If  he  had  complaints  to  prefer,  or  reforms  to  suggest,  in  regard  to  any 
of  the  record  offices  under  his  superintendence,  he  should  be  required  to  make,  along  with 
his  monthly  reports,  such  statements  to  the  commissioners ; and  it  ought  to  be  their  duty 
thereupon,  after  due  inquiry,  to  forward  his  representations  to  the  quarters  where  there  was. 
authority  to  correct  the  faults  or  carry  the  reforms  into  effect. 

Besides  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  or  superintendent  of  record  officers,  with  a suit- 
able salary,  further  alterations  might  be  made  with  advantage  to  the  present  constitution  of 
the  Record  Commission. 

1.  The  distinction  between  the  quorum  and  ordinary  commissioners  might  be  abolished,, 
as  far  as  relates  to  meetings  of  the  board  for  the  dispatch  of  ordinary  business. 

2.  Instead  of  the  same  person  acting  as  treasurer  and  secretary,  there  ought  to  be  a trea- 
surer distinct  from  the  secretary,  and  Ms  accounts  should  be  audited  and  balanced  every 
year. 
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John  Allen,  Esq.  3.  The  funds  of  the  board  ought  to  be  lodged,  as  has  been  recently  ordered,  in  the  Bank 

of  England,  and  issued,  as  occasion  requires,  to  the  treasurer,  by  an  order  from  three 

1 July  1836.  members  of  the  board,  one  of  whom  to  be.  a quorum  commissioner. 

4.  Every  year  there  should  be  a definite  sum  set  apart  for  the  superintendent  of  record 
offices,  which  he  should  receive  by  monthly  instalments  from  the  treasurer,  rendering  at  the 
same  time  an  account  of  his  expenditure  for  the  preceding  month. 

5.  All  other  payments  by  the  treasurer  should  be  made  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the 
secretary. 

6.  No  publication  ought  to  be  ordered  without  an  estimate  of  its  probable  expense,  and 
no  agreement  made  with  an  editor  except  at  a meeting  of  the  board,  and  without  the  parti- 
culars of  the  agreement  being  entered  on  the  minutes. 

7.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  after  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  have  been  audited 
the  secretary  should  present  a statement  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  commission  as 
far  as  the  latter  can  be  estimated,  after  which  the  annual  allowance  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  record  offices  for  the  following  year  should  be  settled. 

If  it  be  asked  what  are  the  advantages  of  unpaid  commissioners,  who  cannot  be  expected 
to  devote  the  whole,  or  even  the  greater  part  of  their  time  to  the  duties  of  their  commission 
and  who  must  therefore  become  a board  of  control  and  direction,  instead  of  being  a board 
of  management  and  execution,  it  may  be  answered. 

That  this  plan  admits  into  the  commission  men  of  high  official  station,  who  cannot  it  is 
true,  dedicate  much  of  their  time  to  its  labours,  but  whose  occasional  presence  and  authority 
will  give  it  weight  and  influence  with  those  from  whom  it  must  derive  its  means,  and  over 
those  on  whom  it  is  intended  to  exert  its  control.  The  Speakei',  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department,  form  a medium  of  communication  with 
the  House  of  Commons  and  with  the  Government.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Barons 
of  the  Exchequer  have  many  of  the  chief  records  of  the  kingdom  under  their  care.  The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  must  have  weight  with  all  who  have  ecclesiastical  papers  and 
muniments  in  their  custody.  The  Lord  Clerk  Registrar  has  the  whole  records  of  Scotland 
under  his  charge.  Where  reforms  ought  to  be  introduced  into  any  of  the  record  offices,  or 
new  appointments  to  be  made  of  record  keepers,  these  persons,  if  members  of  the  commis- 
sion, may  be  expected  usefully  and  effectually  to  give  their  advice  and  exert  their  influence 
in  opposition  to  those  who  object  to  additional  trouble  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  or 
who  apply  for  situations  they  are  not  qualified  to  fill,  on  the  ground  of  private  favour,  family 
connexions,  or  parliamentary  interest.  If  to  a commission  of  this  description  be  added 
some  persons  of  moderate  but  independent  fortune,  who  have  given  their  attention  to  the 
history,  literature  and  antiquities  of  their  country,  a board  of  commissioners  may  be  con- 
stituted adequate  to  all  the  purposes  for  which  such  a board  was  intended,  without  admit- 
ting into  it  a single  person  who  seeks  to  derive  any  pecuniary  profit  from  his  situation  as 
commissioner. 

Nothing  would  be  wanted  in  such  a board  but  an  efficient  executive,  composed  of  persons 
paid  for  their  labour,  and  responsible  to  the  commissioners  for  their  conduct.  That  execu- 
tive might  consist,  1st,  of  a secretary  to  record  proceedings  and  carry  on  the  correspondence 
of  the  commissioners,  to  call  their  attention  to  subjects  requiring  their  consideration,  and 
make  preliminary  arrangements  with  the  editors  of  the  works  they  resolve  to  publish  ; 2d,  of 
an  inspector  or  superintendent  of  record  offices,  who  should  hire,  discharge  and  pay  the 
workmen  occupied  in  repairing  and  binding  records,  as  well  as  the  clerks  employed  in 
sorting,  arranging,  calendaring  or  indexing  them.  The  superintendent  or  inspector  ought 
to  be  in  direct  communication  with  the  board,  and  make  monthly  reports  to  it  of  his 
progress. 

, 3.  Of  copyists  for  the  transcription,  and  editors  for  the  printing  of  such  manuscripts  as 
the  board  judges  fit  for  transcription  or  publication.  Editors  and  copyists  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  board  might  have  the  title  of  sub-commissioners.  But  there  should  be  a 
power  vested  in  the  secretary  to  suspend  at  any  time  their  labours,  if  he  saw  fit,  reporting 
thereon  and  stating  his  reasons  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board. 


EXTRACT  from  a Letter  of  Mr.  Allen  to  Lord  Brougham,  dated  19th  of  June  1836. 

Mr.  Cooper  has  sent  me  a copy  of  your  opinion  on  the  constitution  best  adapted  for 
the  Record  Commission,  and  I am  glad  to  see  that  you  agree  with  me  in  the  objections  I 
have  made  to  paid  commissioners,  as  well  as  in  the  general  view  I have  taken  of  the  subject. 
But,  perceiving  that  some  parts  of  the  plan  appear  to  you  doubtful  or  objectionable,  1 trouble 
you  with  some  further  observations,  which  will  enable  me  to  enter  more  fully  into  the 
details  of  management  and  control  which  I should  be  inclined  to  recommend. 

When  I proposed  a treasurer  distinct  from  the  secretary,  I did  not  mean  a paid  treasurer 
with  a salary  from  the  board,  but  a banker  or  banking  company,  who  should  have  charge  of 
the  funds  . of  the  commission.  If  our  pecuniary  concerns  were  thought  too  insignificant  for 
the  Bank  of  England,  such  private  bankers  as  Coutts  & Co.,  Drummond  & Co.,  or  other 
banking-houses  of  credit,  would  answer  the  purpose  I had  in  view.  Nothing  more  would  be 
necessary  than  to  open  with  the  Bank  or  with  some  private  banker  an  account,  in  the  name  of 
the  Record  Commission,  in  which  all  receipts  and  payments  should  be  entered,  the  cheques 
being  drawn  and  signed  by  the  secretary  and  by  one  of  the  quorum  commissioners.  At  the 
end  of  every  year  the  banker’s  book  would  show  the  balance  in  hand,  and  the  secretary 
would  be  prevented  from  overdrawing,  by  the  certainty  that  if  he  did  so  his  cheque  would  be 
dishonoured. 

I should 
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I should  recommend  to  the  secretary  to  make  his  drafts  as  much  as  possible  for  specific 
payments  that  explain  themselves,  as,  for  example,  for  the  salaries  due  to  individuals;  for  pay- 
ments to  editors  and  copyists  for  work  performed ; for  tradesmen’s  bills,  such  as  the  King’s 
printer’s  to  a particular  date;  for  monthly  payments  to  the  inspector,  if  such  an  officer  be 
appointed ; and  I should  advise  him  to  have  certain  payments  made  directly  to  himself  for 
small  disbursements,  to  be  entered  in  a private  cash-book,  and  audited  once  a year  with  his 
other  accounts. 

Our  pecuniary  embarrassments  have,  in  my  opinion,  arisen  in  a great  measure  from  the 
same  person  acting  as  treasurer  and  secretary,  in  consequence  of  which  there  was  no  check 
on  the  disbursements  of  the  latter  so  long  as  he  had  credit  with  the  banker  he  employed 
By  the  change  I propose,  he  could  not  possibly  expend  more  money  than  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  commission  ; and  to  prevent  debts  and  liabilities  to  an  indefinite  amount 
•yl  would  suggest  that,  as  soon  as  the  annual  accounts  are  closed,  the  secretary  should  lay 
before  the  board  a statement  of  its  existing  debts  and  liabilities,  after  which,  and  not  till 
then,  an  appropriation  should  be  made  of  its  surplus  funds  for  the  ensuino-  year. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a constant  and  vigilant  superintendence  of  the  record  offices,  and  of 
the  persons  employed,  by  the  board  in  repairing,  binding,  sorting  and  methodizing  the  records, 
those  particularly  or  a miscellaneous  character,  and  therefore  less  attended  to,  as  experience 
has  shown,  by  the  record  officers  themselves,  is  one  of  the  duties  required  from  the  Record 
Commission.  But  that  duty  cannot  be  effectually  performed  by  the  commissioners  nor  by  their 
secretary,  and  therefore  I propose  to  have  it  committed  to  an  inspector,  who  should  have  no 
other  business  but  what  was  connected  with  the  service  of  the  board.  And  to  °ive  full 
occupation  to  such  a person,  he  might  be  required,  when  not  employed  in  his  dufy  as  in- 
spector, to  devote  his  time  to  the  arrangement  of  the  miscellaneous  records  in  some  particular 
office,  as  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  for  example,  where  the  labour  of  several  years  will  not 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  reduce  to  order  the  unarranged  records.  A fit  peison  could  no 
doubt  be  found  without  difficulty  for  such  an  office;  and  if  a salary,  say  of  400 Z.  a year 
were  given  to  him,  he  might  be  debarred  from  engaging  in  any  other  occupation.  * 

\ am  far  from  desiring  to  abolish  the  distinction  between  quorum  and  ordinary  com- 
missioners; but  I wish  that  meetings  of,  the  board  could  be  held  for  ordinary  business 
wi  thout  the  necessity  of  having  the  presence  of  a quorum  commissioner.  It  might  be  suf- 
ficient if  the  signature  of  a quorum  commissioner  were  required  for  all  drafts  on  the  banker 
of  the  commission,  and  if  the  concurrence  of  a quorum  commissioner  were  necessary  for 
deciding  on  any  new  publication  to  be  undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  board,  and  for 
making  the  annual  appropriation  of  its  surplus  funds  for  the  ensuing  year 


7322.  Chairman.']  It  would  appear  from  that  paper  that  it  is  your  opinion  that 
the  board  should  usually  consist  of  a number  of  high  official  functionaries;  now 
with  what  view  do  you  recommend  that?— I have  stated  in  that  paper  that  the 
object  of  those  high  official  functionaries  is  to  form  a medium  of  communication 
with  the  Government  and  the  House  of  Commons ; The  Speaker  with  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer with  the  Government.  I think  it  would  form  a convenient  medium  of  com- 
munication with  those  who  have  authority. 

73 23-  You  w:ould  confine  it  to  those  three  as  official  persons? — Yes;  I do  not 
mean  to  say  that  I would  exclude  any  other  person  ; the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, on  account  of  his  connexion  with  money ; The  Speaker^  on  account  of  his 
connexion  with  the  House  of  Commons,  and  one  or  two  members  of  Government. 
t 732n‘  . e Rlghi  Hon>  C-  W‘  Williams  Wynn.]  You  would  include  also  the 
Lord  Registrar  of  Scotland  ?— Yes,  because  he  has  the  custody  of  the  records  of 
Scotland ; and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  on  account  of  his  connexion  with 
those  who  have  ecclesiastical  papers  under  their  charge. 

7325.  Chairman.]  With  respect  to  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
would  you  still  insist  upon  that,  because,  although  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he , appears  less  likely  to  be  useful  to  the  commission  than  another  member, 
being  the  only  person  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  can  dq  nothing?— Yes  • but 
he  has  the  means  of  communicating  with  members  of  the  House.  ° 

7326.  The  Right  Hon,  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  Are  you  aware  that  Lord  Col- 

cnester,  as  Speaker,  did  conduct  the  whole  of  the  business  of  the  commission  in  the 
muse  of  Commons  ? I have  understood  generally  that  Lord  Colchester,  who  was 
r-btfl  lglI!a  P™Jector.of  the  commission,  was  the  person  that  conducted  the  business 
and  1 1 6 u remained  Speaker;  that  afterwards  Lord  Canterbury  did  the  same  ; 

y’  , • present  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  has,  generally  speaking, 
attended  as  chairman  of  the  board. 

mil?27*  Chair!nali.'l  Is  the  quantity  of  the  business  on  which  the  Record  Com- 
thn  i01u  comea  int0  contact  with  the  House  of  Commons  at  all  such  as  to  require 
Hm  3 «^Ul  °*  any  bUt  one  member  of  the  Government;  say,  for  instance,  the 
fall who°  aPPears  obviously  the  person  in  whose  department  it  would 

o'  ie  ^ome  Secretary  has  a great  deal  to  do ; he  has  not  much  time  to 
4 L devote 


Join  Allen,  Esq. 
1 July  183G. 
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John  Allen,  Esq.  devote  to  any  extraneous  matter  ; and  I think  it  is  an  object  to  have  more  persons 

■ than  one,*  that  if  one  should  be  unable  to  attend  to  the  business  there  should  be 

i July  1836.  another  ; for  instance,  last  winter  The  Speaker  was  out  of  town,  and  it  was  necessary 

to  have  a meeting  with  reference  to  the  financial  state  of  the  board,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  then  agreed  to  attend,  and  his  presence  was  very  useful. 

7328.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being  having  been  a member 
ever  since  the  commission  was  formed  in  1831,  this  is  the  first  Chancellor  of 
Exchequer  who  ever  thought  proper  to  attend,  and  that  was  in  December?— 
Yes  ; it  is  the  first  time  since  I was  a member  of  the  commission  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  attended,  and  his  attendance  was  very  useful. 

7329.  If  the  Home  Secretary  had  attended,  and  given  the  same  attention  to  the 
matter,  would  not  his  attendance  have  been  just  as  good  ? — I do  not  see  any  objec- 
tion to  having  the  choice  of  either  of  the  two. 

7330.  Is  not  there  always  an  evil  in  having  a multiplicity  of  persons  appointed 
to  a particular  business,  because  what  is  the  business  ot  a great  many  is  always 
neglected  by  them  ? — I think  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  be  able  to  have  the  one  or 
the  other.  The  real  business  of  the  commission  should  be  conducted  by  those 
persons  who  are  not  official,  and  for  that  reason  I wish  to  have  it  in  the  power  of 
the  board  to  meet  without  the  presence  of  a quorum  commissioner,  because  that 
regulation  obliges  a good  deal  of  business  to  be  done  by  committees. 

7331.  You  wish  to  have  a person  of  high  office  to  be  a kind  of  medium  of  com- 
munication between  the  Government  and  the  House  of  Commons  ; but  would  not 
one  person  do  as  well  as  three  ? — I should  think  a greater  number  would  be  more 
useful.  There  is  another  reason  : there  are  many  regulations  that  might  be  pro- 
posed by  the  board  which  would  require  to  be  enforced  by  some  persons  in  autho- 
rity. Now  the  ordinary  commissioners  would  not  have  that  advantage ; for  that 
reason  I think  some  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Lord  Registrar  of  Scotland, 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  would  be  very  fit  persons. 

7332.  For  the  same  reason  for  which  you  would  have  a Baron  of  the  Exchequer 
you  would  want  a judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  ? — The  quantity  of  records  belonging 
to  the  Exchequer  is,  I understand,  infinitely  greater  than  all  the  others  put  together; 
but  upon  that  point  I am  very  little  qualified  to  speak,  not  being  a lawyer . I under- 
stand that  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  are  of  necessity  kept  in  very  good  order, 
because  they  are  constantly  applied  to  by  the  suitors.  The  old  records  of  the 
kingdom,  which  I consider  it  to  be  the  chief  part  of  our  business  to  look  after,  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Exchequer. 

7333.  Are  you  aware  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  before  this  Com- 
mittee with  respect  to  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas?— 

I have  read  part  of  it,  but  upon  that  point  I can  say  nothing. 

7334.  When  you  think  the  presence  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  and  of  the 
Registrar  of  Scotland  necessary,  does  not  that  arise  from  their  having  the  legal 
custody  of  the  records  ? — Yes,  and  of  course  a control  over  the  persons  who  have 
the  actual  custody. 

7335*  If  the  records  were  put  fully  under  the  keeping  of  the  Record  Commission, 
and  they  were  the  legal  custodees,  as  well  as  exercising  their  present  functions,  that 
necessity  would  be  obviated,  would  it  not  ? — I am  not  competent  to  speak  to  the 
possibility  of  placing  the  records  of  the  kingdom  in  the  custody  of  the  Record 
Commission ; it  would  be  a great  alteration. 

7336.  Supposing  that  was  done,  then  the  necessity  for  the  presence  of  those 
gentlemen  would  be  superseded  ? — It  would  be  a hazardous  experiment  to  try  ; I do 
not  know  where  you  could  find  a Record  Commission  to  whom  you  could  safely 
trust  the  records  of  the  kingdom.  ' I should  be  sorry  to  be  one  of  them ; the  re- 
sponsibility is  greater  than  I should  like  to  incur.  The  Judges  have  charge  of  the 
particular  records  of  their  own  courts  at  present ; the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer 
have  the  custody  of  certain  records ; but  to  place  the  whole  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  half  a dozen  literary  men,  I should  think  an  experiment  more  hazardous 
than  I should  be  inclined  to  try. 

7337.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  safety  of  the  records  would  be  endangered  by 
their  being  all  entrusted  to  one  person  or  set  of  persons,  whose  sole  and  peculiar 
business  it  should  be  to  look  to  the  records?  Do  you  mean  that  they  would  be  less 
safe  than  they  are  now  when  they  are  in  the  custody  of  different  people  ; different 
clerks  in  every  office  having  access  to  them,  and  being  scattered  in  buildings  most 
inconveniently  in  distant  parts  of  the  town  ? — Some  of  those  points  I am  not  at  all 
qualified  to  form  an  opinion  upon,  and  therefore  I should  decline  answering  any 

question 
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question  of  that  sort ; but  at  present  the  records  are  certainly  scattered  over  a great 
many  different  repositories,  and  I think  it  would  be  very  expedient  to  have  them 
brought  together  in  one  general  record  office.  But  there  has  been  a difficulty  upon 
that  subject,  arising  from  the  want  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  the  first,  place,  and, 
secondly,  from  the  want  of  funds. 

7338.  Has  the  commission  done  anything  upon  the  subject? — A great  many 
meetings  were  held  and  reports  made,  but  nothing  was  done  effectually. 

7339-  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  draft  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  was  submitted  to  the  board,  and  which  was  to  have  been  brought  in  by  Lord 
Duncannon  ? — I am  aware  of  it,  and  I am  aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  change 
in  the  Government  at  the  time,  the  Bill  either  was  not  brought  in  or  was  not 
persevered  in. 

7340.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  prepare  measures  for  the  erection  of  a 
general  record  office,  the  expense  of  which  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Suitors’ 
fund  ? — I know  it  was. 

7341.  To  that  appropriation  of  the  Suitors’ fund  considerable  objection  was 
made  on  the  part  of  the  Accountant-general  and  other  officers  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery? — Yes,  but  it  was  noton  account  of  those  objections,  I believe  ; it  was 
on  account  of  a mere  accident  that  the  Bill  was  not  brought  in,  or  if  it  was  brought 
in  that  it  was  not  passed. 

7342.  Chairman .]  So  that  this  Bill,  about  which  the  commissioners  had  so  many 
meetings,  and  which  the  objections  of  persons  interested  could  not  succeed  in 
defeating,  was  defeated  by  a mere  accident? — My  impression  is  that  it  was  de- 
feated by  a mere  accident; 

7343.  Is  not  there  another  disadvantage  apparent  from  what  you  have  stated, 
from  having  high  official  persons  in  the  commission  ; that  is,  that  you  are  subject  to 
the  loss  of  them,  dependant  upon  all  the  contingencies  of  political  events.  Thus, 
for  instance,  you  have  stated  that  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having 
attended  this  commission,  and  been  very  serviceable,  you  would  now  be  exposed 
to  lose  his  valuable  service,  not  on  account  of  his  disinclination  to  continue  them,  or 
on  account  of  his  not  being  found  so  fit  for  the  office  as  you  imagined  him  to  be, 
but  on  account  perhaps  of  an  adverse  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons  or  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  Irish  Tithe  Bill,  or  any  other  political  matter  that  has  not 
the  slightest  to  do  with  the  records.  Does  not  that  seem  a great  defect? — My 
object  in  having  these  men  is  on  account  of  their  being  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  time  being.  It  is  not  so  much  Mr.  Spring  Rice  or  Lord  John  Russell, 
but  it  is  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  time  bqing. 

7344.  Is  not  it  necessary,  previously  to  determining  upon  any  measure  in  the 
board,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  Government  will  be  willing  to  incur  the 
expense? — Before  engaging  in  any  object  that  will  require,  expense,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  communicate  with  the  Government ; and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I wish 
persons  in  office  to  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  board. 

7345-  Is  not  that  the  case  with  much  more  important  offices  than  the  Record 
Office : for  instance,  the  Post  Office,  or  any  other  great  public  department  of 
which  the  head  is  not  in  the  Cabinet?— The  head  has  been  sometimes  in  the 
Cabinet. 

7346.  Has  not  the  Post  Office  at  other  times  means  of  communicating  with  the 
Government  ? — The  Postmaster,  if  not  in  the  Cabinet,  is  intimately  connected 
with  persons  in  the  Cabinet. 

7347-  Or.  Bowring.']  Would  you  take  them  without  reference  to  their  aptitude 
for  the  office  ? — I would  take  them  with  reference  to  their  official  situation. 

7348-  Chairman.]  You  have  been  a general  attendant  at  the  commission  ? — 
Yes. 

7349-  How  often  have  you  seen  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment present? — Not  very  often,  but  I sometimes  have. 

7350.  Have  you  ever  seen  Lord  Melbourne  ? — I have. 

7351-  Or  Lord  John  Russell? — Lord  John  Russell  I have  seen  too. 

7352.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  you  never  saw  but  once,  Mr.  Spring 
Rice.-'— Mr.  Cooper  tells  me  that  Lord  Althorp  came  once,  but  I probably  was 
not  present. 

7353-  The  Lord  Clerk  Registrar  of  Scotland? — The  Lord  Clerk  Registrar 
attends  very  frequently. 

7354-  Mr.  Hawes.]  Did  that  Bill  to  which  reference  has  been  made  make  any 

4 l 2 alteration 
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John  Allen,  Esq.  alteration  in  the  custody  of  the  records?  That  I cannot  say  ; it  is  very  possible 

that  it  might,  but  I cannot  speak  to  that.  The  gentlemen  who  drew  up  the  Bill 

3 July  1836.  would  be  better  able  to  explain  that. 

7355-  Dr.  Bowring.]  Were  you  consulted  in  the  progress  of  that.  Bill? — I was 
consulted,  not  with  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  but  with  reference  to 
the  expediency  of  having  all  the  records  in  one  place,  partly  for  safety  and  partly 
to  save  trouble  to  persons  making  researches,  and  for  the  convenience  of  finding 
anything  that  might  be  wanted.  . . 7 , 

7356.  Did  it  propose  any  changes  in  the  constitution  ol  the  board  ? — That  Bill 

^7357 • D was  merely  for  the  concentration  of  the  records? — For  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  records,  and  building  a record  office. 

7358.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn.]  With  respect  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  being  one  of  the  commissioners,  are  not  the  great  mass  of  the  constitu- 
tional records  of  this  kingdom  the  property  of  the  Crown  ?— I should  suppose 
that  the  records  are  the  property  of  the  public,  and  of  course  of  the  Crown,  which 
represents  the  public. 

7359.  Must  not  the  directions  of  the  King  upon  these  subjects,  regularly, 
according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  the  constitution,  be  signified  through  the 
Secretary  of  State  ? — Certainly. 

7360.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  therefore  the  officer  through  whom  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Crown,  with  respect  to  the  custody  of  the  records,  has  always  hitherto 
been  signified,  is  he  not  ? — I believe  so. 

7361.  Is  not  the  course  of  the  House  of  Commons,  if  they  wish  to  recommend 

any  measure  with  respect  to  the  records  of  the  kingdom,  to  address  the  Crown  ?— 
Certainly  ; at  least  in  all  the  instances  I have  known  it  has  been  by  an  address 
to  the  Crown,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  is  signified  to  the  commissioners 
through  the  Secretary  of  State.  . . 

7362.  The  Secretary  of  State  is,  then,  the  regular  constitutional  officer  through 

whom  the  directions  of  the  Crown  must  be  signified  ?— I understand  he  is  unques- 
tionably so.  In  all  instances  I have  known,  where  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown: 
has  been  signified  to  the  Record  Commission,  it  has  been  through  the  Secretary 
of  State.  ....  . . 

7363.  Is  there  not,  therefore,  an  advantage  in  giving  the  commission  an  oppor- 
tunity of  requesting  his  attendance,  and  conferring  with  him  as  a member  of  the 
board,-  before  they  recommend  measures,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  are 
such  as  the  Crown  would  think  fit  to  carry  into  execution? — Most  assuredly. 

7364.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  consider  the  public  records  any  more  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Crown  than  the  funds  in  the  Exchequer,  or  the  ships  in  the  dock- 
yard ? — I am  not  coming  here  to  give  my  political  creed  upon  that  or  upon  any 
other  subject.  I consider  that  the  Crown  is,  with  respect  to  most  public  pur- 
poses, the  representative  of  the  public,  and  so  far  the  records  may  be  called 
the  property  of  the  Crown  ; in  the  same  manner  as  the  army  is  called  the  King’s 
Army,  and  the  navy  the  King’s  Navy,  so  I consider  the  Crown  to  be  a public 
trustee ; that  everything  that  is  said  to  belong  to  the  Crown  belongs  to  the  public, 
and  to  the  King  as  the  representative  of  the  public. 

7365.  Chairman.]  Why  should  there  be  any  more  immediate  reference  to  the 
Crown  with  regard  to  the  records,  than  there  is  with  regard  to  the  ships  in  the 
dock-yard  ?— There  are  Commissioners  of  Admiralty,  who  have  very  great  and 
extensive  powers  with  reference  to  the  dock -yards,  delegated  to  them  by  the 
Crown.  Now,  I do  not  apprehend  that  the  Record  Commission  could  ever  be 
considered  to  be  a body  of  that  importance,  to  have  the  same  sort  of  authority 
over  the  records  given  to  them,  as  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have  over 
the  navy. 

7366.  Why  not? — You  could  hardly  compose  the  commission  of  persons  that 
would  be  competent  to  receive  such  a trust. 

7367.  Suppose  the  Secretary  of  State  had  the  whole  thing  under  his  manage- 
ment ? — Then  the  Secretary  of  State  would  be  the  proper  head  of  the  Record 
Commission;  and  I see  no  objection,  provided  the' Secretary  of  State  had  time 
for  it,  but  he  has  not. 

7368.  Dr.  Bowring.]  If  the  Crown  could  exercise  such  an  authority  over  the 
records  as  has  been  referred  to,  why  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  necessary  for 
their  concentration  ? — Because  there  is  a vested  interest  in  the  persons  entrusted 
with  them  at  present,  which  the  Crown  cannot  take  away. 

7369.  Mr. 
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7369.  Mr.  Hawes.']  But  vested  interest  is  distinct  from  custody  ?— As  I am 
no  lawyer  I may  use  a wrong  expression ; but  I understand  that  those  who  have 
the  custody  of  the  records  at  present,  have  the  same  right  to  the  custody  of  those 
records  that  they  have  to  a patent  office,  and  that,  without  an  Act  of  Parliament 
that  custody  cannot  be  taken  away. 

7370.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Was  the  object  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  remunerate 

any  loss  which  might  be  suffered  by  those  who  had  a vested  interest?— I cannot 
speak  to  that  point.  The  legal  members  of  the  commission  would  look  properly 
to  that  question.  r J 

7371.  Chairman.]  In  your  paper,  you  stated  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  such 

a board  to  have  a paid  secretary  ? — I think  a paid  secretary  is  essentially  neces- 
sary. With  respect  to  the  funds,  what  I mean  is  simply  this,  that  the  funds  of 
the  commissioners  should  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  but  that  they 
should  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of  England,  or  in  some  respectable  banking-house  * 
they  should  be  lodged  there  when  paid  by  the  Treasury ; that  drafts  should  be 
made  in  the  same  manner  as  I had  been  accustomed  to  in  the  management  of 
another  concern,  the  income  of  which  is  nearly  the  same  with  that  of  the  Record 
Commission  ; that  they  should  be  paid  by  drafts  directly  upon  the  bank  or  bank- 
ers, and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  bankers’  book  would  show  the  balance  in 
hand,  and  the  drafts  made  by  the  secretary.  I should  propose  that  one  of  the 
quorum  commissioners  be  made  to  sign  the  draft  along  with  the  secretary,  and 
that  at  the  end  of  every  year  those  accounts  should  be  entirely  cleared ; and 
the  surplus  being  then  known,  that  the  board  should  meet  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
propriating that  surplus  for  the  ensuing  year.  r 

7372-_  You  say  they  ought  to  have  a paid  secretary  ? — A paid  secretary,  but 
not  a paid  treasurer. 

7373 • You  say  that  the  secretary  being  paid,  and  the  members  not  being 
paid,  a great  deal  of  business  would  be  left  to  the  secretary  ? — I think  I have 
stated  in  detail  what  I wished  to  have  left  to  the  secretary,  which  is  not  so  much 
by  a great  deal  as  what,  from  the  nature  of  our  present  constitution,  has  been 
hitherto  left  to  the  secretary.  I propose  that  the  secretary  should  not  hold  the 
money ; I propose  that  his  cheques  should  be  countersigned  by  one  of  the  quorum 
commissioners ; I propose  that  he  should  make  preliminary  arrangements  with 
editors ; that  those  editors  should  then  appear  before  the  commissioners,  and 
that  written  terms  should  be  prepared  ; and  I propose  that  there  should  be  ano 
ther  paid  person,  whose  business  it  should  be  to  attend  minutely  to  the  different 
record  offices,  as  inspector  of  records,  or  whatever  name  you  give  him  : that  I 
consider  the  greatest  alteration  I have  suggested. 

7374-  Dr.  Bowring.]  Would  not  the  duties  of  such  a secretary  require  the 
whole  of  his  time  and  attention  ? — I think  not.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
spector ought  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  board,  but 
then  he  might  be  a person  of  an  inferior  sort,  of  common  plain  understanding, 
with  a knowledge  of  records,  and  the  character  of  being  diligent  and  faithful, 
lhe  secretary  ought  to  be  a man  of  higher  qualifications. 

7375-  .Right  Hon.  C.  IV.  Williams  Wynn .]  Do  you  apprehend  that  it  would 
or  would  not  be  an  improvement  in  the  board  to  introduce  salaried  commission- 
er®  have  expressed  very  strongly  my  opinion  to  the  contrary,  and  I would 
rather  refer  to  the  paper  I have  given  in  than  be  examined  further  upon  that 


, 737b-  Are  not  the  Judges  the  legal  and  regular  keepers  of  the  records  in  their 
respective  courts  ? — I believe  they  are ; I have  always  understood  so. 

7377-  Do  not  you  apprehend  that  there  would  be  considerable  inconvenience 
in  subtracting  those  records  entirely  from  under  their  authority  ? — That  is  a 
question  that  a person  practically  conversant  with  law  could  answer  better  than 
can  do.  My  attention  has  been  chiefly  directed  to  historical  pursuits,  and  to 
of  ;?Tan  l)ljrsuits  connected  with  constitutional  history ; but  as  to  the  practice 
, le,  la)v.’  1 know  nothing  of  it  whatever : and  if  the  board  had  been  confined 
ucii  objects,  I should  ne\  er  have  allowed  myself  to  be  made  a member  of  it. 
h 1 ar  .as  y°u  have  observed  in  the  commission,  have  any  of  the  num- 
of +1  6VOf  itheir  attention  particularly  to  the  legal  records,  and  to  the  custody 
pyn  lem  . , . purposes  ? — The  J udges  have  very  frequently  been  present,  and 

expressed  their  opinions  upon  various  subjects. 

ther^'  'v6n  y°u  say  very  frequently,  do  you  mean  that  at  most  meetings 
0 e was  a JU(%e  present? — I should  not  say  at  most  meetings,  but  Mr.  Justice 
’33‘  ..  ..  4 n 3 Bosanquet 
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John  Allen,  Esq.  Bosanquet  has  been  very  frequently  there,  and  Baron  Parke,  and  the  late  Master 

of  the  Rolls  was  continually  there,  and  the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls  once,  and 

3 July  1836.  the  Lord  Clerk  Registrar  of  Scotland  very  frequently. 

7380.  Chairman.']  With  the  advantages  of  the  attendance  of  those  Judges  con- 
stantly turning- their  minds  to  making  the  records  accessible  to  legal  inquirers, 
can  you  inform  the  Committee  what  the  state  of  the  records  has  been  for  legal 
researches  ? — No,  I cannot ; I have  had  no  occasion  to  make  inquiry  as  to  legal 
researches. 

7381.  You  do  not  think  it  necessary,  as  a commissioner,  to  inquire  into 
that  matter  ? — No ; I considered  myself  chiefly  called  upon  to  attend  to  those 
points  that  I knew  something  of : for  example,  any  question  connected  with 
the  history  of  England,  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  or  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 
or  any  of  the  papers  illustrative  of  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  country ; but 
not  at  all  the  records  connected  with  legal  inquiries. 

7382.  You  say  that  some  of  the  works  published  by  the  commission  are  well 
selected,  and  that  you  have  found  them  useful  ? — Several  of  them  I have  found 
very  useful. 

7383.  When  you  were  asked  as  to  the  selection,  you  said  that  that  question, 
with  reference  to  the  propriety  of  the  selection,  must  be  answered  with  regard  to 
those  which  remain  unprinted,  of  which  you  said  that  you  knew  nothing  ? — Of 
which  I know  not  a great  deal : for  instance,  there  is  one  very  valuable  collection 
and  which  has  not  been  printed,  the  Pipe  Rolls,  which  I consider  to  form  the 
most  valuable  materials  for  a history  of  England  during  the  whole  of  the  twelfth 
century ; only  one  has  been  published. 

7384.  Have  those  publications  taken  place  since  you  have  been  a commissioner  ? 
— The  latter  part  of  those  publications  which  have  been  made  during  the  time, 
I have  approved  of  very  highly ; for  instance,  I approved  very  highly  of  the 
preservation  of  the  records  of  the  Curia  Regis. 

7385.  Will  you  explain  the  phrase  which  you  used,  that  you  could  not  say 
whether  they  were  well  selected  with  reference  to  those  which  remain  unprinted, 
and  which  you,  a commissionef,  knew  nothing  of,  or  knew  very  little  of? — 
I should  say  that  I know  very  little  of  a work  that  I never  considered  with  a con- 
siderable degree  of  attention.  I do  know  that  the  Pipe  Rolls  are  very  valuable ; 
but  I must  confess  that,  except  the  Pipe  Roll  of  Stephen,  I know  nothing  of  the 
Pipe  Rolls  but  through  Maddox. 

7386.  How  is  it  that,  as  a commissioner,  you  have  been  allowing  works  to  be 
selected  for  printing  and  publication,  not  knowing  whether  or  not  there  were 
more  valuable  works  ?— It  is  to  be  considered  that  two  persons  may  have  different 
opinions  as  to  the  comparative  value  of  different  publications : the  publications 
that  were  ordered  to  be  printed  I know  to  be  valuable ; whether  they  are  more 
or  less  valuable  than  others,  is  a matter  of  opinion  upon  which  I might  have  one 
notion,  and  another  person  another  notion. 

7387.  But  not  knowing  what  was  in  the  office,  you  could  hardly  form  an  opi- 
nion upon  that  subject? — I knew  from  Maddox  that  a great  deal  of  valuable 
matter  was  to  be  got  from  the  Pipe  Rolls;  and  perhaps  a particular  record 
might  be  preferred,  because  there  was  a person  qualified  to  edit  it. 

7388.  Then  it  was  published  for  the  sake  of  the  editor?— No;  but  because 
there  was  an  editor  qualified  to  perform  the  duty,  and  another  editor  did  not 
present  himself  qualified  for  another  work.  I only  pub  that  as  an  hypothetical 
case.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  make  a catalogue  of  all  the  unpublished 
records,  and  to  class  them  according  to  their  value ; and  no  two  men  would 
agree  upon  the  subject. 

7389.  Would  there  not  be  the  more  chance  of  coming  to  a right  conclusion 
upon  the  subject  if  they  knew  the  facts  first ; could  not  they  form  a better  opinion 
as  to  the  order  in  which  they  should  be  printed  if  they  knew  what  works  there 
were  that  might  be  printed  ? — If  two  works  are  presented  to  you  for  a compari- 
son, if  you  have  both  before  you,  you  can  more  easily  decide. 

7390.  The  commission  seem  to  have  been  in  this  case,  that  they  had  one  work 
before  them,  but  there  were  several  others  that  were  not  before  them  ? — It  might 
be  to  a certain  extent,  but  all  human  works  are  progressive ; we  published  those 
which  we  could  publish  at  the  time  with  advantage,  and  we  published  none  that 
we  did  not  consider  to  be  good  and  fit  to  be  published ; there  might  be  others 
behind  that  other  persons  might  consider  still  more  valuable.  If  you  are  satis- 
fied that  a publication  is  a good  one,  it  would  be  idle  to  delay  the  publication 
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till  you  are  satisfied  that  there  is  none  better.  If  what  you  are  about  to  publish 
is  good,  you  ought  to  publish  it  without  waiting  till  you  have  ascertained  that 
there  is.  not  something  else  that  may  possibly  turn  out  to  be  better. 

7391.  How  do  you  use  the  term  good,  except  comparatively? — Positively 

good.  # . 

7392.  Is  there  any  record  in  the  world  which  would  be  positively  and  utterly 
useless  to  everybody  in  the  whole  world  to  publish  ? — I should  think  there  might 
be  some ; but  I consider  that  they  were  not  only  of  some  use,  but  of  very  consi- 
derable use  ; for  instance,  the  Pipe  Rolls  and  the  Curia  Regis.  I consider  that 
those  Scottish  documents  that  were  perishing  in  the  Chapter  House,  and  which 
have  been  rescued  from  destruction,  are  not  only  of  some  use,  but  of  very  great 
use. 

7393.  Having  a limited  sum  of  money  to  expend  in  the  operations  of  the  com- 
mission, do  not  you  think  that  the  commission  before  publishing  were  bound  to 
institute  some  inquiry  into  the  treasures  in  their  possession,  to  know  what  ought 
first  to  be  given  to  the  public  ? — I believe,  generally  speaking,  that  was  done ; I 
was  very  rarely  the  person  that  selected. 

7394.  Who  was  the  person  ? — I should  think  that  the  chief  persons  were,  in 
the  first  instance  Lord  Brougham,  and  afterwards  Lord  Canterbury  ; the  persons 
who  acted  as  chairmen  I consider  to  be  the  persons  who  selected  the  particular 
publications. 

7395.  Do  you  mean  that  those  publications  had  been  going  on  upon  the  lite- 
rary responsibility  of  Lord  Brougham  and  Lord  Canterbury  ? — The  board  as  a 
body  is  responsible ; but  I believe  they  were  the  persons  who  made  the  selection; 
I always  imagined  so. 

7396.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Was  not  it  the  case  that  in  every  instance  a report 
was  made  to  the  board  upon  the  subject  of  publishing,  for  instance,  the  Pipe 
Rolls,  and  was  it  not  upon  a decision  of  the  board  that  the  work  was  finally 
adopted  and  undertaken? — Certainly;  and  it  was  generally  suggested  by  the 
chairman. 

7397.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn .]  Laid  before  the  board,  with 
a specimen  ? — Often  with  a specimen,  and  often  with  reasons. 

7398.  Chairman.']  And  with  a full  estimate  of  the  expense  ? — A rough  estimate 
of  the  expense  was  always  given. 

7399.  Was  not  it  very  rough  ? — I think  not.  Generally  speaking,  the  publi- 
cations of  the  present  board  have  been  within  the  limits  assigned,  except  in  some 
few  instances  where  great  alterations  were  made  by  the  editors  in  the  course  of 
publication,  which  could  not  have  been  foreseen. 

7400.  You  say  that  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission  have  been 
of  great  utility  to  writers? — I should  suppose  so;  it  is  the  fault  of  the  writers  if 
they  have  not  profited  by  them. 

7401.  Do  you  know  whether  writers  have  profited  by  them? — I cannot  say 
that.  I can  say,  that  in  the  slight  inquiries  I have  made  into  English  history 
I have  found  great  advantage,  and  I should  have  been  thankful  25  years  ago  to 
have  been  furnished  with  those  publications. 

7402.  In  1830,  which  is  six  years  ago,  you  published  an  Historical  Essay  upon 
the  rise  and  growth  of  the  Royal  Prerogative  ? — I did. 

7403.  Is  there  in  that  whole  volume  any  reference  to  any  of  the  record  publi- 
cations, except  the  Fcedera,  or  to  the  Parliamentary  Writs  ? — I do  not  know  that 
there  is ; but  before  that  time  I published  many  things  in  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
in  which  there  are  many  references  to  the  works  of  the  old  commission,  particu- 
larly upon  one  point,  which  I endeavoured  to  establish  in  opposition  to  Black- 
stone  and  all  the  writers  at  that  time,  which  was,  that  the  original  electors  of 
the  knights  of  the  shire  were  not  merely  tenants  in  chief,  but  all  freeholders ; 
and  I thought  I found  complete  evidence  of  that  fact  in  the  works  of  the  old 
Record  Commission. 

74°4-  Rut  in  this  work  you  have  not  referred  to  those  publications? — The 
questions  upon  which  I had  been  engaged  were  of  a nature  which  did  not  require 
such  reference. 

74p5.  Should  you  not  have  been  enlightened  by  those  publications,  as  to  the 
judicial  powers  of  the  King? — In  the  general  way  in  which  I viewed  the  subject, 
I do  not  think  I should  have  been  profited  much. 

74°6.  In  1833  you  published  a vindication  of  the  ancient  independence  of 
Scotland,  and  in  that  you  referred  only  to  the  Fcedera  ? — In  that  publication  I 
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John  Allen,  Esq.  was  able  to  expose  an  important  erasure  in  a record  of  Edw.  1,  which  was  made 
vv  known  to  me  as  a Record  Commissioner. 

1 July  18^.  7AO7.  We  do  not  inquire  what  advantages  you  may  have  derived  for  your 

wont  as  a Record  Commissioner ; but  how  do  you  account  for  this,  that  with  the 
exception  of  these  references  to  the  Fcedera  in  that  work,  you  have  overlooked  all 
the  valuable  publications  of  the  Record  Commission? — There  are  few  records  in 
the  kingdom  that  relate  to  so  early  a period  as  that  of  which  I have  treated. 
There  are  no  records  in  the  times  of  the  Saxons ; but  I have  repeatedly  referred 
to  the  Saxon  laws. 

7408.  The  question  referred  to  your  work  on  the  ancient  independence  of 
Scotland? — Before  the  time  of  Edward  1 there  were  no  records  I could  have 
referred  to,  except  those  published  in  the  Fcedera.  Some  have  been  discovered 
since ; those  documents,  I mean,  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  rescued  from 
destruction  in  the  Chapter-house,  and  which,  I conceive,  alter  entirely  the  com- 
plexion of  that  portion  of  our  history.  I should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen 
them  before  I published,  not  that  anything  they  contain  would  have  altered  my 
conclusions  upon  the  main  subject. 

7409.  You  have  spoken  of  the  general  influence  of  the  record  publications 
upon  the  study  of  history? — I do  not  know  what  influence  they  may  have  had, 
but  I say  they  give  opportunities  of  information  to  those  who  engage  in  historical 
inquiries,  which  they  have  not  had  before.  Whether  they  will  avail  themselves 
of  it  I cannot  say ; I have  no  doubt'  they  will.  For  instance,  supposing  any 
person  at  present  was  about  to  compose  a history  of  England  during  a very  im- 
portant period,  from  the  grant  of  Magna  Charta  to  the  time  of  Edward  1 ; if  the 
Close  Rolls  which  are  begun  were  finished,  and  the  Patent  Rolls  and  the  Pipe 
Rolls,  I am  persuaded  that  he  would  be  able  to  give  a totally  different  view  of 
English  history  during  one  of  its  darkest  ages. 

7410.  Are  those  works  of  the  commission  suspended? — They  are  suspended 
for  want  of  money. 

741 1 . Then  it  seems  that  those  works  are  the  most  useful  that  the  commission 
have  published,  and  that  those  were  the  works  that  were  first  suspended  when 
you  found  your  income  of  10,000 1.  a year  not  sufficient  for  the  various  purposes 
for  which  you  required  it? — We  have  stopped  all  publications,  I believe,  at 
present. 

741 2.  Being  a little  in  want  of  money,  you  naturally  stopped  first  those  works 
which  are  the  most  important  to  the  country  ? — The  expenses  would  have  been 
so  great  in  going  on,  that  we  were  compelled  to  stop.  We  began  with  a very 
great  debt,  and  that  debt  has  been  hanging  over  our  heads  ever  since.  We  have 
spent  about  as  much  money  as  we  have  received,  and  we  have  about  as  much 
debt  as  when  we  began. 

741 3.  Have  you  not  more  ? — It  may  be  a little  more,  but  a great  portion  of 
the  10,000  l.  a year  goes  to  mending  and  repairing  the  records. 

74.14.  A larger  portion  ? — I believe  a pretty  considerable  portion  in  salaries  to 
the  persons  so  employed. 

7415.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  one  important  point  in  history  upon 
which  more  accurate  opinions  have  been  taken  by  later  historians,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  works,  owing  to  anything  found  in  the  works 
published  by  the  Record  Commission  ? — I should  say  that  Dr.  Lingard  has  often 
profited  by  them. 

7416.  Has  he  ever  quoted  them  ? — I think  he  has. 

7417.  The  question  always  excludes  the  catalogues  to  which  Lingard  and  other 
historians  refer,  or  rather  the  manuscripts  to  which  those  catalogues  refer  ? — 
Dr.  Lingard  may  have  come  up  to  London. 

7418.  You  cannot  mention  any  point  upon  which  Dr.  Lingard  has  got  any 
information  from  these  publications  ? — It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  I have 
read  most  parts  of  his  work  with  great  attention,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  that  point. 

7419.  If  he  has  used  those  works,  has  he  not  acted  very  ungenerously  to  the 
Record  Commission,  by  not  quoting  their  work$  ? — I cannot  say  whether  he 
quotes  their  works ; I think  it  is  very  likely  he  has. 

7420.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn^]  You  were  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  publication  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  which  reported  in  favour 
of  their  continuance  ?— Yes. 

742 1 . Do  you  retain  that  opinion  at  present  as  to  the  utility  of  that  work  ? — 

I think 
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I think  no  person  can  doubt  the  utility  and  value  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs. 
The  only  objection  to  it  I have  ever  heard  stated  was,  the  great  expense  attending 
the  publication  of  those  records.  After  a good  deal  of  deliberation  upon  that 
subject,  it  was  agreed  that  the  printing  should  go  on  till  the  close  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Second ; and  that  with  regard  to  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  the 
same  apparatus,  as  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  called  it,  should  be  continued  and  should 
remain  in  manuscript ; but  no  person  can  have  made  use  of  the  apparatus  without 
seeing  the  great  convenience  and  the  great  advantage  attending  it. 

7422.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Committee  that  that  publication  is  wholly  use- 
less ? — I should  think  that  a most  extraordinary  opinion ; I should  think  any 
person  writing  the  History  of  Edward  the  First  and  Edward  the  Second,  would 
find  it  very  useful.  _ I have  used  it  occasionally  in  Edward  the  Second,  with  re- 
ference to  the  civil  wars  in  which  the  Earl  of  Lancaster  was  engaged,  and 
I have  found  it  of  great  advantage.  The  only  objection  to  it  was  the  expense 
and  the  time.  I have  understood  that  the  printing  of  it  was  stopped,  but  that 
a transcript  Avas  made,  and  intended  to  be  made  accessible  to  all  inquirers  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  were  printed. 

7423.  Mr.  Pusey.]  You  have  already  mentioned  a series  of  records,  the  pub- 
lication of  which  will  throw  light  upon  an  obscure  part  of  our  history.  Are 
there  any  other  portions  of  our  early  history  which  Avould  be  elucidated  by  a 
publication  of  some  of  the  records? — Yes;  with  respect  to  the  whole  period 
before  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  the  Close  Rolls  and  the  Patent  Rolls  will 
throw  considerable  light  upon  the  history  of  that  period.  The  Pipe  Rolls  I be- 
lieve are  almost  the  only  documents  we  have  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second 
and  Richard  the  First,  till  we  come  to  the  fragments  that  remain  of  the  Curia 
Regis.  After  the  year  1200  Ave  have  regular  rolls  from  that  time  forward. 

7424.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  publication  of  the  work  entitled  “ Materials 
for  the  History  of  Britain,”  would  be  of  material  service  to  any  future  historian  ? 
—There  cannot  be  any  question  about  it ; provided  there  is  a complete  collection 
and  a careful  collation  of  the  various  works  witl  the  best  sources  existing,  Avith 
proper  notes  for  geography,  chronology,  and  so  on,  and  proper  indexes,  it  would 
be  a work  of  great  value  indeed  ; and  assisted  by  such  materials  as  the  record 
offices  furnish,  it  would  enable  another  Hume  to  write  a ten-times  better  His- 
tory of  England  than  he  has  done. 

7425.  You  <Io  not  consider  that  the  present  histories  of  this  country  are  such 
as  should  entirely  satisfy  us,  and  prevent  any  exertion  towards  obtaining  more 
accurate  histories  r — Certainly  not ; partly  from  the  deficiency  of  materials  which 
may  be  supplied  from  the  record  offices,  and  also  because  our  history  has  not 
undergone  those  preparatory  steps  which  are  necessary  for  a good  history  of  the 
country.  Such  a man  as  Hume  could  not  employ  himself  in  entering  into  minute 
inquiries  in  history.  If  our  Society  of  Antiquaries  had  acted  upon  the  principle 
of  the  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belle  Lettres  in  France,  they  might  have 
had  a great  many  more  valuable  dissertations  on  detached  portions  of  history, 
which  would  have  laid  the  foundation  for  some  man  of  genius  to  write  a good 
history  of  the  country,  which  it  is  impossible  that  he  can  do  at  present,  from  the 
Avant  of  materials. 

7426.  Suppose  a man  of  competent  genius  were  to  undertake  the  task,  do  you 
consider  that  the  poverty  of  good  materials  is  such  as  would  almost  preclude  his 
completing  the  task  of  a good  history  of  England  ? — He  could  not  write  an  accu- 
rate history  of  England.  He  might  write  a very  valuable  work ; he  might  inter- 
sperse his  work  Avith  a great  deal  of  philosophical  and  political  knoAvledge,  and 
introduce  matter  Avhich  would  be  very  valuable ; but  an  accurate  history  of  the 

he  could  not  write  at  present,  nor  Avill  it  be  possible  for  any  man  to  do  it 
hh  the  materials  have  been  collected,  and  have  been  analyzed  by  such  persons  as 
are  qualified  to.  write  dissertations  upon  particular  topics  or  particular  periods, 
winch  at  last  will  form  a mass  of  information  that  will  enable  a man  of  genius, 
it  such  a person  should  rise  again,  to  Avrite  a good  history. 

7427-  Can  you  state  anything  about  the  foreign  collections  that  have  been 
making? — I knoAv  very  little  about  them. 

7428.  Do  you  know  what  they  have  cost  ?— I do  not : whether  all  the  articles 
collected  are  useful  or  not  I cannot  say,  but  I am  confident  that  we  Avere  right 
in  availing  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  that  the  peace  of  Europe  afforded  of  col- 
ecting  materials  from  foreign  countries.  I knew  that  there  were  A'aluable  ma- 
erials  m Brussels  and  in  Portugal,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  I should 
°’33-  4 m have 


John  Allen,  Esq. 
1 July  1836. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


John  Allen,  Esq. 


1 July  1836. 


Mr.  Serj.  Spankie. 


642  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

have  thought  that  we  were  failing  in  our  duty  if  we  had  not  taken  every  oppor- 
tunity to  collect  whatever  could  throw  light  upon  the  history  of  the  country,  its 
foreign  relations,  its  literature  and  its  state  of  civilization. 

7429.  Do  you  know  with  what  care  the  transcripts  were  made? — I cannot 
say ; you  must  trust  in  a great  degree  to  the  judgment  of  those  you  employ  ; yOU 
must  use  the  best  means  you  can  ; you  would  not  have  had  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners go  and  examine  those  repositories  themselves;  they  must  employ  the 
persons  upon  the  spot  that  are  recommended  to  them.  I had  a letter  the  other 
day  from  Copenhagen,  in  which  I find  that  the  Danish  government  is  very  wil- 
ling to  open  to  the  Government  of  Britain  the  archives  of  Denmark,  to  extract 
anything  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  history  of  England,  as  well  as  to  furnish 
anything  that  may  be  found  useful  in  the  Northern  Sagas. 

7430.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  appendices  that  have  been  prepared  for 
the  report  ? — I have  seen  them,  when  Mr.  Protheroe  and  Mr.  Hallam  and  myself 
were  employed  in  auditing  the  secretary’s  accounts ; but  I have  never  examined 
them  in  detail. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

7431.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  ARE  you  acquainted  generally  .with  the  publications 
which  have  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  ? — In  a certain 
way.  I have  not  devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  the  records,  either  manu- 
script or  printed ; but  occasionally  I have  referred  to  them. 

7432.  Have  those  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  which  relate  to  the 
value  of  ecclesiastical  property,  afforded  much  assistance  to  persons  concerned  in 
tithe  causes  ?-— I think  they  have ; they  are  in  frequent  reference,  particularly 
the  Valor  of  Henry  the  8th,  which  I have  had  occasion  to  see  referred  to  in  causes 
in  which  I have  been  engaged. 

7433.  Chairman .]  Did  you  ever  refer  to  it  yourself? — I have  seen  it  used  in 
evidence  repeatedly. 

7434.  Did  you  ever  refer  to  it  yourself  in  any  case  in  which  you  were  engaged? 
—Yes  ; there  was  a case,  with  respect  to  the  tithes  of  Kingston,  in  which  we  had 
occasion  to  refer  to  it ; a case  tried  not  long  ago  before  Lord  Lyndhurst ; but 
those  who  are  engaged  in  tithe  causes  in  the  Exchequer  will  tell  you  that  it  is 
often  referred  to  there. 

7435.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  One  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Public  Records  in  1800,  not  yet  executed  by  the  Record  Commission,  is  the 
publication  of  an  accurate  edition  of  the  ancient  law  books,  such  as  Bracton  and 
Fleta ; do  you  not  think  that  the  publication  of  such  a work  from  the  most  au- 
thentic sources  is  desirable?— I think  it  very  desirable,  because  I think  the  turn 
which  the  studies  of  mankind  are  taking,  and  the  style  of  reading  which  is 
becoming  more  popular,  is  likely  to  direct  them  from  reading  those  old  and 
disagreeable  books,  and  that  the  booksellers  will  not  republish  them.  I have 
those  books,  but  I believe  not  one  in  50  of  the  profession  has. 

7436.  Chairman .]  You  would  propose  to  divert  men’s  studies  into  a better 
channel,  by  inducing  them,  to  read  those  books ; do  you  think  that,  by  publishing 
those  books  at  the  public  expense,  you  would  alter  the  whole  tendency  of  the 
reading  public  ?— No ; I think  you  would  create  a better  class  of  lawyers ; that 
is,  those  who  would  not  devote  themselves  merely  to  those  studies  which  lead  to 
gain.  Some  men,  having  an  opportunity  of  recurring  to  those  works,  would  add 
to  the  skill  of  the  tradesman  the  science  which  is  likely  to  adorn  and  elevate  the 
profession  of  the  law,  which  is  likely  to  degenerate  into  a trade. 

7437.  Do  you  think  that  the  publication  of  a few  such  works  as  those  at  the 
public  expense,  which,  existing  already,  are  available  to  diligent  students,  would 
have  the  effect  of  checking  that  degeneracy  ? — I think  the  facilities  of  good  and 
evil  have  a considerable  effect. 

7438.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  one  lawyer  in  a hundred,  the  current 
of  whose  studies  would  be  changed  by  it? — I am  not  able  to  answer  for  that ; I 
think  a remnant  of  them  would  take  refuge  in  that  species  of  study,  and  that  m 
doing  so  a certain  number  would  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
law,  which  would  be  diffused  ; and  you  would  have  some  eminent  lawyers  who 
had  read  those  books. 

7439.  Are  there  not  lawyers  that  have  read  those  books  now? — There  have 

been  lawyers,  I believe,  but  few.  . 

7440.  Do 
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7440.  Do  you  suppose  there  is  a lawyer  in  London  that  wants  to  read  those  Mr.  Serj.  Spanlde. 

hooks  who  cannot  get  a copy  ? — I think,  if  he  sat  about  it  with  what  Dr.  Johnson 

called  a dogged  determination  to  read  them,  he  might  get  them ; but  some  times  1 July  1836. 
the  mind  is  in  a state  of  fluctuation,  and  a little  difficulty  will  turn  the  scale ; 

and  the  facility  of  reading  them  in  correct  editions  might  induce  persons  to  read 
them  that  do  not  now  take  the  trouble. 

7441.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Does  the  same  answer  apply  to  a complete  and 
authentic  edition  of  the  Year  Books? — I think  the  Year  Books  would  deserve  to 
be  published,  not  altogether  for  the  utility  which  lawyers  might  derive  from 
them,  but  I think  they  constitute  part  of  the  history  of  English  law ; and  if  they 
had  them  in  a good  edition,  persons  might  occasionally  refer  to  them,  and  pick 
out  of  them  all  that  is  really  useful ; but  at  the  same  time  they  would  be  tracing 
the  history  of  the  law  from  its  earliest  state  to  the  perfect  state  in  which  it  is 
supposed  to  be,  or  in  which  it  will  be  by-and-bye. 

7442.  Do  you  think  that  such  works  as  authentic  editions  of  the  Statutes  of 
the  Realm,  or  the  Acts  of  Scotland,  could  have  been  undertaken  without  aid 
from  the  State  ? — Certainly  not ; it  is  a vast  expense  to  a young  lawyer  to  purchase 
the  current  trash  of  the  day.  The  reports  issuing  from  the  courts  are  a very 
great  expense,  and  a young  lawyer  has  little  to  spare  for  works  of  less  immediate 
utility  or  necessity. 

7443.  With  your  view  of  the  expediency  of  the  publication  of  the  works  to 
which  your  attention  was  first  directed,  and  which  are  yet  unexecuted,  and  of 
those  which  have  been  executed,  regarding  both  as  alike  unfavourable  in  the  way 
of  private  speculation,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  undertaking  of  such  works  is 
a justifiable  act  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  respect  of  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  ? — Quite  so ; because  I take  it  that  it  is  the  duty,  in  some  degree, 
of  the  Government  to  provide  for  those  things  that  private  undertakings  will  not 
reach ; and  that  though  a small  degree  of  utility  may  seem  to  be  derived,  still 
as  there  is  an  utility  worth  having,  the  public  devotes  a certain  extra  sum  which 
is  well  bestowed,  because  it  secures  something  to  the  public  which  is  upon  the 
whole  worth  preserving. 

7444.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  question,  how  far  a knowledge  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  laws,  and  of  the  ancient  Welsh  laws,  may  be  needful  for  the  perfect 
understanding  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  law  of  England? — I should  think, 
with  reference  particularly  to  the  Anglo-Saxon,  that  a knowledge  of  those  laws 
would  be  highly  useful  towards  keeping  up  and  perfecting  our  knowledge  of  the 
existing  principles  of  our  constitution  and  laws,  because  there  is  no  doubt  that 
out  of  the  Saxon  laws  much  has  been  transfused  into  the  existing  system  of  our 
laws ; and  that  you  would,  by  turning  attention  to  that,  be  able  to  trace  either 
the  mechanical  form  or  the  spirit  that  actuates  that  mass ; and  you  would  con- 
tribute very  considerably  to  a knowledge  of  the  principles  of  English  law,  and 
of  many  things  that  exist,  you  would  find  the  origin  in  those  times.  I appre- 
hend that  there  is  much  in  our  existing  institutions  that  some  ascribe  to  the 
Romans,  and  some  to  various  sets  of  conquerors;  but  there  has  been  a certain 
stream  running  down  from  ancient  times  to  the  present,  with  which  various 
mtermixtures  have  taken  place,  which  are  not  now  traced  or  appropriated  very 

7445-  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a complete  and  accurate  edition  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  laws  would  be  desirable,  and  would  be  worthy  the  outlay  of  public  money  ? 

744b-  Looking  at  the  great  mass  of  publications  which  have  issued  under  the 
Record  Commission,  do  you  or  do  you  not  consider  that  they  are  creditable  to 
the  countr}'-,  and  that  it  is  or  is  not  expedient  to  continue  those  publications? — 

1 think  it  extremely  so. 

7447-  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  to  vouch  for  their  good  execution  and  selec- 
tion. That  would  be  a separate  question ; lam  speaking  of  the  general  cha- 
racter of  such  publications ; I think  they  are  creditable  to  the  country.  It  is  not 
he  question  whether  they  might  be  more  perfect ; but  answering  the  question 
generally,  I should  say  that  they  are  creditable. 

7448-  Do  you  speak  from  specific  knowledge  of  those  works? — I have  occa- 
sionally looked  into  them,  and  I should  say,  that  though  you  must  read  a vast  deal 
hat  would  be  tiresome  reading,  yet  you  would  at  last  get  something  that  would 
e useful ; and  men  devoting  their  attention  to  these  publications,  will  discover 

usefulness  there. 

0,33-  4 m 2 7449-  Suppose 
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7449.  Suppose  you  were  told  that  any  person  had  taken  a volume  published 
by  the  commission,  for  instance,  the  Close  Rolls  and  the  Patent  Rolls,  and  that 
he  had  discovered  that  there  were  as  many  mistakes  as  there  were  words  accu- 
rately printed,  could  you  say  whether  that  assertion  was  accurate  or  not?— No; 
because  it  would  require  a vast  deal  of  time  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  it. 

7450.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  works  among  those  published  by 

the  commission  of  which  anything  of  that  kind  could  not  be  said  ? — I have  read 
a few  pages  in  some  of  the  works,  but  I do  not  know  whether  they  are  accurate 
or  not. 

7451.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Does  not  the  publication  of  calendars,  indices  and 
catalogues,  adapted  to  the  records  of  most  frequent  use  for  legal  purposes,  make 
those  records  more  readily  accessible,  and  thereby  tend  to  the  more  effectual  ad- 
ministration of  justice  ? — I think  those  are  infinitely  useful ; they  are  finger- 
posts ; they  lead  people  to  that  which  is  obscurely  lodged,  and  which  they  can 
hardly  find  out ; the  more  ample  those  indices,  and  the  better  executed,  the 
more  convenient. 

7452.  In  those,  accuracy  would  be  essential? — Accuracy  in  an  index  is  a very 
important  thing,  or  else  you  are  directed  out  of  your  way. 

7453.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  whether  the  calendars  published  by  the  com- 
mission are  accurate  ? — I am  not  able  to  state  that. 

7454.  Then,  when  you  stated  that  in  your  opinion  the  works  were  very  cre- 
ditable, you  gave  that  opinion  without  haying  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  their 
accuracy  or  correspondence  with  the  originals  ? — No  man  can  answer  the  ques- 
tion, if  it  is  meant  that  he  should  collate  the  publication  with  the  original. 

745,5.  But  we  have  had  some  witnesses  who  have  collated  parts,  two  or  three 
pages  ? — I never  collated  any  of  the  books. 

7456.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  subject  of  the 
erection  of  a general  repository  for  the  preservation  of  the  more  ancient  records, 
and  if  so,  will  you  state  any  reasons  which  occur  for  or  against  such  a scheme  ? 
— I should  think  that,  upon  the  principle  of  centralization,  it  would  be  a very  good 
thing  to  have  those  things  altogether,  that  one  might  find  them  out  without 
traversing  the  whole  of  the  town,  from  the  Tower  to  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  from 
the  Rolls  Chapel  to  the  Chapter  House  ; so  that,  as  the  theatres  are  conveniently 
situated  by  being  together,  and  inviting  people,  the  study  of  the  records  might 
be  rendered  more  tolerable  by  the  juxta-position  of  the  different  places. 

7457.  Chairman.]  Then  you  think  that  the  study  of  the  records  at  present  is 
not  tolerable  ? — I think  it  is  disagreeable ; but  these  are  matters  of  taste,  and  they 
become  agreeable,  connected  with  an  object  of  pursuit. 

7458.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  constitute  a board  of  sala- 
ried commissioners  for  the  direction  and  control  of  these  works,  or  that  an  hono- 
rary board,  consisting  of  eminent  statesmen,  lawyers  and  military  men,  is  sufficient 
for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of  the  commission  ? — I have  seen  what  Mr  Allen 
has  stated  upon  that  subject,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  a salaried  board  is  by  no 
means  necessary. 

7459.  Chairman.]  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  working  of  the  present 
board,  which  is  not  salaried  ? — No;  I have  acquired  the  information  I have  got 
upon  that  subject  by  perusing  what  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam,  and  my  Lord 
Brougham  and  other  commissioners  have  stated ; I do  ^not  know  the  working 
expressly,  but  I derived  from  those  sources  some  general  view  of  the  working. 

7460.  What  is  your  general  view  of  the  mode  in  which  the  present  commission 
has  superintended  its  expenditure  ? — I gather  from  something  that  appears  stated 
in  Lord  Brougham’s  letter,  that  there  has  been  a defect  in  that  respect ; but  those 
are  matters  of  slight  detail,  to  be  corrected  by  persons  of  very  inferior  capacity ; 
but  it  is  right  they  should  be  kept  in  their  proper  place.  I conceive  that  the 
proper  distribution  of  the  finances,  and  a careful  attention  to  the  manner  in  which 
expense  is  to  be  incurred,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  incurred,  is 
essential  to  any  well  administered  board. 

7461.  Can  you  state  whether  you  approve  of  the  mode  which  the  board  has 
followed  in  selecting  works  for  printing,  and  securing  competent  editors,  and 
in  having  those  works  printed  in  the  most  cheap  and  perfect  form  ? — I am  wholly 
unacquainted  with  that ; but  the  question  addressed  to  me  was,  whether  a board, 
constituted  as  this  is,  is  adequate  to  superintend  these  various  objects,  which  are 
within  the  province  of  the  board,  and  I apprehend  that  the  board  might  be  very 
well  qualified  for  the  province  of  control  and  superintendence,  and  direction  as 

to 
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to  what  things  should  be  undertaken  ; but  under  that,  there  must  be  an  efficient  Mr.  Serj.  Sp'ankie. 
sub-administration  for  all  the  various  purposes  referred  to.  

"462.  Is  there  yet  an  efficient  sub-administration? — That  I cannot  tell,  but  1 July  1836. 
there  seems  nothing  to  hinder  it. 

7463.  Then  this  also  is  an  abstract  opinion  with  reference  to  the  working  of  a 
salaried  or  of  an  unsalaried  board,  and  it  is  so  abstract,  that,  having  the  working  of 
this  unsalaried  board  before  your  eyes,  you  have  never  inquired  how  it  has 
worked  ? — I think  that  is  not  a fair  inference  from  my  answer. 

7464.  Can  you  say,  and  can  you  stake  your  reputation  upon  it,  that  it  has 
been  a board  that  has  managed  its  affairs  economically,  as  far  as  regards  editing  ? 

—That  is  rather  too  large  a question  for  me  to  profess  to  stake  my  reputation 
upon  it.  I should  not  be  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  upon  a subject  with  the 
particulars  of  which  I am  unacquainted,  but  I am  quite  of  opinion  that  it  would 
degenerate  if  made  a salaried  board. 

7465.  Sir  Charles  Lemon .]  You  spoke  of  a person  whose  supposed  duty  it 
should  be  to  look  after  the  records ; under  what  title  should  he  hold  his  office  ? 

— If  he  is  to  be  a general  keeper  of  all  the  records,  it  must  be  a person  who 
would  have  a pretty  extensive  duty. 

7466.  You  do  not  speak  of  that  with  reference  to  his  being  one  of  the  salaried 
commissioners  ? — I conceive  that  the  efficient  superintendent  must  be  a person 
that  would  devote  his  time  to  it,  and  have  a salary  ; and  whether  you  call  that 
person  superintendent  or  secretary,  I apprehend  that  under  that  board  of  control 
there  would  be  an  executive  paid  by  salary,  in  order  to  conduct  the  whole  detail 
of  the  machine ; such  a board  could  give  general  directions  as  to  what  was  to  be 
executed  within  certain  periods. 

7467.  Then  you  contemplate  at  least  the  existence  of  two  salaried  persons? — 

Probably  more ; I should  think  there  must  be  persons  well  versed  in  the  details 
of  managing  and  sorting,  but  I should  say  that  one  general  superintendent  might 
do  a great  deal  with  one  or  two  inferior  assistants  ; everything  would  proceed,  I 
apprehend,  on  prepared  estimates,  both  with  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  work 
and  the  employment  of  parties.  It  would  therefore  be  a periodical  payment  to 
tradesmen  for  executing,  to  servants  for  salaries,  and  to  workmen  for  the  work 
upon  which  they  were  engaged  ; all  of  which  should  be  upon  estimate  before- 
hand, and  accurately  controlled  afterwards. 

7468.  This  person  who  is  to  superintend  the  records  must  be  invested  with 
the  authority  of  a commissioner  ? — He  must  be  invested  with  the  authority  of  a 
commissioner  to  conduct  the  ordinary  detail,  but  he  would  not  be  the  person  to 
say,  This  work  shall  be  published,  or  that  work  shall  be  published;  he  would 
superintend  the  execution  of  it,  but  the  direction  would  not  emanate  from  him. 

7469.  Mr.  Villiers.]  But  there  ought  to  be  competent  and  responsible  persons 
to  execute  the  works  ? — There  ought  to  be  a certain  number. 

7470.  You  do  not  object  to  the  principle  of  salaried  men  having  duties  to  per- 
form ? — No  ; it  seems  to  me  indispensable. 

7471.  Dr.  Bowring.']  And  you  think  that  would  occupy  the  whole  time  and 
attention  of  such  a superintendent  ? — It  seems  to  me  that  it  would ; but  of  that 
I am  not  sure,  because  I am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  records ; if  they 
were  in  one  place,  the  superintendence  would  be  more  easy. 

7472.  Sir  Robert  H.  Inglis.]  In  the  answerwhich  you  have  given,  do  you  contem- 
plate the  employment  of  gentlemen  as  editors  of  different  works,  or  as  exercising 
a mere  superintendence  of  the  records  themselves  ? — I think  in  some  degree  that 
the  board  ought  to  select  the  editors. 

7473-  Do  you  think  that  the  board  ought  to  name  any  member  of  its  own  body 
to  the  office  of  an  editor  ? — I think  that  is  a matter  upon  which  difference  of 
opinion  will  arise.  I should  say  they  had  better  not  if  they  could  find  another 
man  of  equal  talent ; because  if  their  own  appointee,  being  one  of  their  own 
colleagues,  was  employed,  it  would  create  suspicion  and  jealousy,  unless  he  was 
of  acknowledged  superiority. 

7474-  Mr.  Hawes.]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  with  regard  to  the 
accuracy  and  typographical  correctness  of  the  publications  of  the  board,  and 
the  discretion  which  the  commissioners  have  exercised  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
funds  entrusted  to  them,  you  are  wholly  unable  to  give  any  information  ?— I can 
give  no  precise  answer  upon  that,  because  that  is  a matter  of  detailed  inquiry. 

If  my  attention  had  been  directed  to  it,  I should  have  taken  the  trouble  to  collate 
striking  passages. 

°-33-  4 m 3 7475-  Dr- 
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Mr.  Serj.  Spankie.  747 5-  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  tl 

records  which  have  been  selected  from  the  whole  mass  of  the  records  ?• N 6 

1 July  1836.  I cannot  do  that.  °’ 

Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Bart.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

Sir  T. Phillips, Bart.  7476.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  YOU  have  long  been  engaged  in  archaeological  pur- 

— suits,  and  particularly  in  the  collection  of  historical  manuscripts,  of  whinhL." 

have  a large  collection  ?— Yes.  n you 

7477.  You  have  also  been  engaged  in  topographical  researches? — I have. 

7478.  And  under  those  circumstances,  you  have  paid  so  much  attention  to  the 

subject,  and  to  the  means  of  carrying  on  works  connected  with  it,  as  to  be  able 
to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  state  of  the  national  archives  and  the  records 
therein  r— They  are  absolutely  necessary  for  topographers ; it  is  impossible  to 
write  a history  of  any  county,  or  any  topographical  work,  without  a knowledo-e 
of  the  archives.  ® 

7479-,  Ml.  Hawes.']  You  are  speaking  of  the  contents  of  the  record  offices? 
— Yes. 

7480.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.']  You  regard  them  of  the  highest  importance  in  your 

own  particular  studies  and  pursuits  P — Undoubtedly.  J 

7481.  Are  not  all  topographical  works  of  any  value  based  principally  upon  the 
information  contained  in  those  records  ? — They  are  valuable  with  regard  to  local 
history ; with  regard  to  general  history  they  are  not  of  such  particular  value 
except  those  which  bear  chiefly  upon  general  history,  as  the  Fcedera  and  Close 
Rolls,  and  summons  to  attend  the  King  in  his  wars. 

7482.  Do  you  think  that  those  records  can  be  made  sufficiently  available  for 
the  purposes  of  the  historian  and  the  topographer,  shut  up  as  the  originals  must 
necessarily  be  in  offices,  where,  separated  widely  from  each  other,  they  are  not  at 
all  times  accessible,  or  not  accessible  except  on  payment  of  fees  ? — The  topo- 
graphers cannot  perform  their  works  accurately  unless  they  have  the  documents 
before  them,  and  those  they  cannot  have  without  payment  of  fees,  unless  they 
are  printed  by  the  commissioners  or  others. 

7483.  Chairman.]  Owing  to  the  bad  distribution  of  the  record  offices  as  one 
cause? — Not  so  much  that  as  on  account  of  the  high  fees. 

7484.  Also  owing  to  the  bad  distribution  of  the  records  in  the  different  offices? 
— That  would  cause  the  additional  expense  of  driving  from  one  office  to  the  other, 
and  therefore  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time. 

7485.  Is  it  also  another  source  of  inconvenience  to  topographers  the  want  of 
arrangement  of  many  of  those  records  ? — Undoubtedly. 

7486.  Is  not  the  want  of  indexes  and  catalogues  a great  impediment  to  topo- 
graphers ? — Undoubtedly. 

7487.  And  the  high  fees  in  certain  offices  ? — In  certain  offices. 

7488.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence,  that  in  some  offices 
no  fees  are  charged  to  gentlemen  engaged  in  pursuits  purely  literary? — Yes. 

7489.  Chairman .]  The  present  state  of  the  records,  the  Committee  are  to  under- 
stand from  you,  is  subject  to  these  complaints  from  topographers : that  they  are 
badly  distributed ; that  the  records  are  ill  arranged ; that  little  information  is 
supplied  by  indexes  and  catalogues ; and  that  the  fees  are  very  high  in  some  of 
the  offices  r— With  regard  to  the  bad  distribution,  I think  that  the  inconvenience 
is  very  trifling ; I mean  the  distance  between  one  office  and  another.  The  want 
of  indexes  is  undoubtedly  very  much  felt. 

7490.  Is  not  the  present  state  of  the  records  liable  to  all  those  objections? — 
Yes,  in  some  cases. 

7491.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  distribution  of  the  record 
offices  in  or  about  London  is  a considerable  practical  inconvenience  to  the  literary 
inquirer,  or  to  persons  who  make  searches  for  legal  purposes  ? — To  both  ; but  the 
inconvenience  of  course  would  be  the  greatest  to  a person  who  has  not  much 
money  to  spend  in  coach-hire. 

7492.  With  respect  to  the  arrangement  of  the  records  in  offices  separately,  do 
you  consider  that  it  is  or  is  not  satisfactory  in  the  different  offices  which  will 
now  be  named  to  you ; in  the  first  place,  in  the  Tower  ? — I am  not  able  to 
state  anything  with  regard  to  the  Tower  records,  except  the  Inquisitiones  Post 
Mortem ; those  are  all  that  I have  seen.  The  two  first  volumes  of  the  calendar 
are  not  perfectly  accurate,  a manor  in  one  instance  I believe  being  called  a mill, 
or  vice  versa. 

7493.  In 
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-493.  In  the  second  place,  with  respect  to  the  Chapter  House  ? — I have  only- 
examined  a few  of  the  records  there.  There  are  very  few  indexes,  so  far  as 
I know.  The  calendar  of  the  Pedes  Finium,  from  Henry  the  8th,  is  very  good. 

7494.  Have  you  observed  any  considerable  improvements  in  the  Chapter 
House  within  the  last  few  years,  and  if  so,  or  if  otherwise,  state  from  what  period? 

I have  not  had  the  facility  of  admission  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  that 

I had  formerly,  so  that  I know  nothing  of  what  is  going  forward. 

7495.  Under  what  circumstances  had  you  that  facility  formerly,  and  have  you 

lost  such  facility  now  ? — Since  Mr.  Palgrave’s  appointment  I have  not  had  that 
facility.  .... 

7496.  Was  the  facility  previously  enjoyed  by  you  the  result  of  a personal  inti- 
macy with  the  keeper  ? — It  probably  was ; but  I believe  Mr.  Caley  frequently 
allowed  respectable  persons,  whom  he  knew  to  be  engaged  in  topography,  to 
consult  the  records  gratuitously. 

7497.  Chairman .]  Then  the  facility  enjoyed  at  the  offices  depends  on  the  inti- 
macy enjoyed  by  the  keeper  of  the  office? — It  did  formerly,  with  regard  to 
myself. 

7498.  When  you  say  it  did  formerly,  how  is  that  to  be  understood ; because 
you  say  that  formerly  you  had  access  from  your  intimacy  with  the  keeper,  and 
that  now  you  have  less  free  access  on  account  of  the  want  of  intimacy  ? — I under- 
stood that  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  objected  to  persons  coming  in  without  paying 
fees. 

7499.  Then,  at  the  present  time,  the  facilities  of  access  depend  upon  the  inti- 
macy with  the  keeper  ? — Probably  not ; I am  not  aware  ; but  possibly  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  refuses  his  intimate  friends. 

7500.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Has  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  any  interest  in  the  fees 
received  ? — I do  not  know ; I have  not  paid  any  attention  to  the  office  since  the 
last  arrangement. 

7501.  You  are  not  aware  whether  the  fees  are  carried  to  a fee-fund  ? — I think 
I have  been  informed  that  they  were. 

7502.  Mr.  Hawes.']  Has  any  reason  been  assigned  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
for  declining  to  give  you  the  facility  you  were  accustomed  to  enjoy  before? — Not 
that  I recollect. 

7503.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  total  amount  of  fees  received 
at  the  Chapter  House  ? — No. 

7504.  With  respect  to  the  Augmentation  Office ; in  what  state  are  the  records, 
with  respect  to  their  arrangement  and  condition  ? — I have  seen  those  lately ; they 
appear  to  have  been  classed  in  a much  more  accessible  way  than  formerly ; they 
are  in  boxes,  and  the  boxes  are  labelled. 

7505.  In  what  state  are  the  records  at  the  Rolls  ? — I have  only  seen  the  rolls 
which  are  behind  the  wainscot  of.  the  chapel,  and  they  appear  to  be  in  very  good 
order. 

7506.  Have  you  found  such  facility  of  access  to  them  as  you  could  desire? — 
I found  the  greatest  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  extremely  high  fees. 

7507.  Are  you  aware  whether  such  fees  are  carried  to  the  fee-fund,  or  received 
by  the  individual  as  his  income  ? — I have  been  informed  that  the  fees  are  the  sole 
remuneration  of  the  record-keeper. 

75° 8.  Under  such  circumstances  do  you  consider  that  a stranger  cannot  ex- 
pect greater  facilities  than  he  enjoys  in  applying  for  the  examination  of  a docu- 
ment in  a record  office  so  constituted  ? — Of  course  he  cannot. 

75°9-  Have  you  ever  been  detained  in  inquiries  at  the  Rolls  by  any  difficulty 
on  the  part  of  the  officer  in  producing  a document  which  you  desired  to  see,  you 
having  given  him  a note  of  the  instrument  in  question  ? — I do  not  recollect  pre- 
cisely, but  I think  the  document  has  always  been  produced  immediately. 

7510-  In  point  of  fact,  whatever  inadequacy  of  arrangement  might  appear  to 
the  eye  of  a stranger,  the  keeper  himself  is  so  cognizant  of  the  locality  as  to  be 
able  to  produce  the  document  which  you  require  ? — So  far  as  I know ; but  1 have 
consulted  it  very  seldom,  on  account  of  the  fees. 

7 5 1 1 • Chairman .]  If  it  has  been  stated  to  this  Committee  by  persons  that  have 
made  searches,  that  for  those  searches  it  is  necessary  for  the  keeper  himself  to 
look  through  three  indexes,  and  that  sometimes  he  does  not  find  the  information 
m them  after  all,  though  the  record  is  in  the  office,  can  you  say  whether  that  is 
a correct  statement  or  not  ? — I do  not  know ; he  showed  me  only  one  index,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection. 

°-33-  4 tvi  4 7512.  Sir 


SirT.  Phillips,  Bart. 
1 July  1836. 
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SirT.  Phillips, Hart.  75 1 2.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  You  have  referred  to  the  fees  charged  in  different 

offices ; as,  of  course,  the  originals  can  only  be  consulted  in  the  offices,  do  von 

i July  1836.  consider  that  the  publication  of  a connected  series  of  records,  such  as  the  Close 
and  Patent  and  Pipe  Rolls,  is  expedient? — Undoubtedly;  not  only  for  their 
utility  to  the  topographer,  but  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  historical  information 
contained  in  the  record. 

7513.  Do  you  consider  that  the  publication  of  calendars  and  indexes  of  the 
records  in  the  different  offices  is  also  expedient? — Certainly,  if  you  do  not  print 
the  record  itself;  if  you  print  the  record,  the  calendar  is  not  necessary  for  the 
public. 

7514.  Do  you  consider  that  the  publication,  either  of  an  entire  series  of  records 
or  of  indexes,  is  likely,  in  the  present  state  of  the  literature  of  the  country,  to  be  so 
profitable  as  to  encourage  any  bookseller,  or  any  associated  booksellers,  to  under- 
take the  work  ? — No,  I do  not. 

7515 . With  your  view,  then,  of  the  intrinsic  utility  of  the  works,  and  the 
improbability  of  their  being  undertaken  as  a private  speculation  by  others,  is  it 
your  opinion  that  the  publication  of  such  works  might  fitly  have  been  undertaken 
by  the  Government  at  the  expenditure  of  public  money  P — I think  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  the  Government  should  undertake  it ; and  if  Government  would  con- 
tinue to  print  quietly  and  more  economically  for  a few  years,  there  would  be  no 
more  records  to  print. 

75 1 6.  Is  that  opinion  given  upon  a general  view  of  the  publications  which 
have  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  with  or  without  a 
detailed  examination  of  the  accuracy  of  particular  works? — Upon  a general 
view ; for  I think  that  the  works  have  not  formerly  been  sufficiently  examined 
and  collated  with  the  originals  by  the  editors. 

7517.  Is  it  your  opinion,  then,  that  the  publication  as  a whole,  looking  at  the 
great  mass  of  the  works  which  have  issued  from  the  press  during  the  last  35 
years,  is  creditable  in  point  of  selection,  whatever  may  be  the  defect  of  execution 
in  particular  works  ? — It  is  difficult  to  answer  that  question.  They  are  all  ser- 
viceable so  far  as  they  go,  when  they  are  accurate,  in  their  particular  line.  There 
might  probably  have  been  others  more  serviceable:  in  fact,  the  Pipe  Rolls  I 
should  have  preferred  being  printed  before  some  of  the  others ; but  whatever 
has  been  printed  would' have  been  of  the  utmost  value,  provided  it  had  been 
done  accurately. 

75 1 8.  From  the  attention  which  you  have  bestowed  upon  archaeological  literature, 
would  you  have  considered  that  the  publication  of  an  entire  series  of  records 
ought  to  have  been  the  first  object  among  the  publications  of  the  board,  ora 
series  of  calendars  and  catalogues  P — An  entire  series  of  records  first.  There  were 
catalogues  perfect  at  the  commencement  of  the  commission,  and  those  might 
have  been  immediately  printed,  and  the  records  indexed  in  them  themselves 
afterwards ; but  upon  the  whole,  I should  say,  print  the  records,  and  let  the  public- 
make  the  indexes  if  they  want  them. 

7519.  Are  you  aware  whether,  in  any  degree,  that  order  has  been  observed? 
— I have  not  paid  attention  to  that  circumstance. 

7520.  The  originals  of  the  works  in  question  could,  if  unpublished,  of  course 
have  been  used  by  none  but  persons  actually  consulting  them  in  the  various- 
offices? — None  but  persons  capable  of  reading  them. 

7521.  In  order  to  make  the  contents  of  those  records  sufficiently  known  to 
historical  inquirers,  it  is,  in  your  judgment,  necessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
press  ? — Certainly. 

7522.  So  as  to  present  the  works  to  historical  inquirers,  either  by  placing  them 
in  repositories  in  the  country  within  their  reach,  or  by  enabling  such  inquirers 
to  purchase  the  volumes  at  a reasonable  price? — Yes;  and  the  volumes  ought  to 
be  priced  very  low,  because  the  public  have  been  already  taxed  to  pay  for  their 
production. 

7523-  You  consider  it  a proper  devotion  of  a portion  of  the  national  resources 
to  expend  it  in  the  publication  of  some  of  those  records  ? — I think  if  they  spent- 
1,000,000?.  per  annum  it  would  not  be  too  much,  until  all  were  printed. 

7524.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  national  records,  do  you  consider  that  the 
works  selected  for  publication  have,  in  the  main,  been  such  as  ought  to  have  the 
precedence  ? — That  I can  scarcely  answer,  because  I do  not  actually  know  the 
nature  of  all  the  records. 

7525.  Are  you  satisfied  with  those  that  have  been  published? — Yes,  I am, 

with 
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with  those  which  are  accurate.  I have  found  those  very  useful  which  are  cor- 
rectly edited. 

7526.  Can  you  specify  any  which  you  would  have  desired  to  see  published  in 
preference  to  those  which  are  now  published,  or  are  in  course  of  publication  ?— 
The  Pipe  Rolls. 

7527.  You  are  aware  that  the  present  commission  has  undertaken  to  publish  a 
series  of  those  ? — I thought  it  had  been  suspended. 

7528.  If  such  work  be  in  contemplation  or  in  progress,  do  you  consider  it  ex- 
pedient?— Yes,  I do. 

7529.  Have  you  observed  any  material  improvement  in  the  publications  issuing 
under  the  authority  of  the  commission  since  the  date  of  the  present  commission, 
namely  1831  ?— Very  great.  With  permission  of  the  Committee,  I will  show  an 
example  of  the  inaccuracies  of  the  former  commission  works.  I will  produce  the 
Taxatio  of  Pope  Nicholas,  pages  285  and  286  ( producing  the  same),  which  has  been 
collated  with  a copy  in  the  Liber  Ruber  of  the  cathedral  of  St.  Asaph,  and  the 
Committee  will  observe  what  proportion  of  discrepancies  exist.  Here  is  also  a 
copy  of  the  Testa  de  Neville,  page  135,  ( producing  the  same).  I have  not  collated 
this,  but  these  are  corrections  which  I have  made  from  my  knowledge  of  the  per- 
sons and  places  in  the  county. 

7530.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  prefaces  and  introductory  matter  prefixed 
to  the  later  publications  ?— No,  I have  not  paid  much  attention  to  them. 

7531 . Are  you  aware  that  the  commission  has  obtained  access  to  certain  foreign 
archives  and  libraries,  and  that  they  have  caused  catalogues  or  copies  to  be  made 
of  inedited  documents  to  be  found  in  them  which  relate  to  affairs  of  the  British 
nation  ? — I am  aware  that  they  have  been  applied  for. 

7532.  Do  you  think  that  a supplement  to  the  Fcedera,  or  that  a new  edition  of 
the  Fcedera,  which  has  from  the  beginning  been  one  of  the  first  objects  of  the 
commission,  would  be  a more  valuable  work,  in  consequence  of  these  foreign  re- 
searches so  carried  on,  than  it  could  be  without  them? — Certainly;  every  docu- 
ment which  we  can  obtain  for  the  Fcedera  should  be  obtained ; but  I should 
recommend  the  publication  of  our  own  inedited  documents  first. 

7533-  Would  you  recommend  a publication  of  our  own  documents  alone,  or 
the  incorporation  therewith  of  documents  found  elsewhere? — I think  it  would  be 
a pity  to  lose  the  time  which  might  be  spent  upon  the  search  for  foreign  archives^ 
which  are  not  yet  in  our  possession.  We  might  publish  our  own  documents  for 
the  first  edition,  and  then  in  the  second  edition  all  the  documents  found  in 
foreign  archives  might  be  incorporated  in  their  proper  order.  After  all  our  care 
we  shall  probably  find  that  we  have  omitted  some. 

7534.  Chairman .]  _Wliat  would  have  been  the  effect  of  making  that  copy  of 
the  Testa  de  Neville  in  which  you  have  found  those  inaccuracies  evidence  in 
courts  of  justice  ? — It  would  have  misled,  of  coxjrse. 

7535.  It  might  have  deprived  persons  of  their  rights  ? — It  might. 

7536.  Do  you  know  whether  such  a proposal  has  been  made  in  the  present, 
commission  of  making  that  printed  copy  of  the  Testa  de  Neville  evidence  in  courts 
of  justice? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

7537-  You  said  something  about  the  ancient  Roll  of  Serjeancy;  that  is  the 
original  document  from  which  Neville  compiled  that  work.  Do  you  know  how 
accurate  the  work  itself  is  compared  with  that  ancient  roll  ? — It  is  only  a part 
that  I have  seen,  and  that  is  inaccurate. 

7538.  The  inaccuracies  which  you  have  discovered  are  inaccuracies  which  you 
discover  by  your  knowledge  of  the  persons  and  places  alluded  to? — As  far  as  re- 
gards the  county  in  general,  but  not  with  regard  to  that  particular  part  of  the 
Seijeancy,  because  I have  compared  it  with  the  Serjeancy  Roll  itself. 

7539-  There  you  have  found  errors? — Yes. 

754°-  Many  ? — Not  many,  but  some. 

7541  • Ho  you  know  how  many  tons  of  record  publications  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  present  commission,  by  selling  them  as  waste  paper? — I understand 
about  16  tons. 


7542 • How  was  this  done? — I saw  some  of  them  after  they  were  in  the  shop 
ot  the  person  to  whom  I presume  they  were  delivered ; the  covers  were  torn  off, 
and  I believe  the  two  first  sheets  and  the  two  last,  in  order  to  call  them  imper- 


fect 


copies. 


7543-  Ho  you  suppose  that  this  had  been  done  in  order  to  make  them  imper- 
ec^r  * apprehend  so,  from  the  violence  used. 

°-33-  4 n 7544-  Do 


Sir!'.  Phillips,  Bart, 
l July  1-836. 
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SirT.  Phillips,  Bart,  7544-  Do  you  know  whether  among  those  that  were  sold  for  waste  paper  any 

— — : perfect  copies  were  got? — Of  the  Testa  de  Neville ; that  is  to  say,  it  was  perfect 

i July  1836.  before  the  leaves  were  torn  of ; but  the  leaves  were  torn  off  from  all  which  I saw. 

7545.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Are  you  aware  how  many  copies  were  originally 
printed  of  the  Testa  de  Neville  ? — I think  1,500. 

7546.  Are  you  aware  how  many  copies  have  been  printed  of  subsequent  works  ? 
— The  number  has  been  diminished. 

7547.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  this  is  a sufficient  explanation  of  the  selling 
those  as  waste  paper? — I am  not  able  to  give  any  further;  all  I can  say  is,  that 
the  information  was  given  to  me  that  such  documents  were  on  sale,  and  I was 
extremely  annoyed  at  it ; and  I went  and  bought  a very  considerable  portion,  not 
being  aware  at  that  time  that  the  commission  had  not  the  power  of  disposing  of 
them  as  waste  paper. 

7548.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  whether  the  commission  sold  them 
to  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Cradock  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  that ; the  person  with 
whom  I found  them  is  a person  named  Gibbon. 

7549.  You  did  not  trace  the  sale  up  to  any  authority? — No,  I did  not,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection.  I wrote  to  Sir  Robert  Inglis  to  state  the  fact,  but  I do 
not  remember  what  answer  he  made. 

7550.  Chairman.]  Have  not  many  of  the  records  been  lost  or  stolen  since  the 
present  commission  came  into  being  ? — They  have  been  lost,  particularly  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer  of  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  Westminster  Hall. 

7551.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  more  of  the  records  of  England  have  been 
destroyed  since  the  Record  Commission  was  first  instituted,  in  1800,  than  were 
destroyed  during  the  four  previous  centuries  ? — I think  there  have, 

7552.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  On  what  authority  or  inquiry  do  you  make  this 
statement? — I have  not  heard  of  any  destruction  of  records  previously,  except 
a few  boxes,  by  a servant,  out  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office.  I allude  to  the 
records  lost  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  damage  done  to  the 
Exchequer  records  by  putting  them  on  the  floor  and  against  the  walls  of  West- 
minster Hall. 

7553.  So  far  as  any  records  have  perished  in  consequence  of  the  fire,  do  you 
consider  that  such  destruction  is  attributable  to  any  want  of  care  on  the  part  of 
the  commissioners? — I think  that  if  the  record-keeper  had  placed  them  all  in 
boxes  they  would  have  been  carried  down  without  any  danger,  and  without  the 
necessity  of  throwing  them  out  of  the  window. 

7554.  Chairman.]  If  they  had  been  in  fire-proof  buildings  there  would  not 
have  been  any  danger  from  fire  ? — Of  course  not. 

7555.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  So  far  as  such  destruction  is  attributable  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  records  in  Westminster  Hall,  can  you  say  how  far  it  was  or  was  not 
within  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  to  have  made  any  alteration  therein? 
— No,  I cannot,  but  if  it  was  not  within  their  authority,  it  was  a great  omission 
in  their  appointment  not  to  give  them  full  power  over  the  records. 

7556.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  removal  took  place  under  the  authority  of 
the  Judges  of  the  respective  courts  in  whose  legal  custody  the  records  them- 
selves were  ?-^-That  I am  not  aware  of. 

7557.  Chairman .]  Has  not  the  present  commission  changed  the  form  of  its 
publications  from  folio  to  octavo? — Yes. 

7558.  Has  there  been  any  corresponding  diminution  of  price? — It  appears  to 
me  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  price,  compared  with  the  quantity  of  matter 
in  the  publications. 

7559-60.  What  did  one  of  those  large  folio  volumes  of  the  old  Record  Com- 
mission sell  for  ? — There  were  various  prices ; I believe  the  lowest  was  30  s.  or 
two  guineas. 

7561.  The  present  price  is  a guinea  a volume  for  the  octavo? — I believe  so. 

7562.  Comparing  the  matter  in  the  two  sets  of  volumes,  how  many  volumes 
of  the  new  commission’s  works  do  you  think  one  of  the  volumes  of  the  old  com- 
mission’s works  contains  ? — Taking  into  consideration  the  difference  in  the  size 
of  the  type  and  the  size  of  the  pages,  I should  think  six  volumes. 

7563.  So  that  one  volume  that  sold  for  about  30  s.  or  two  guineas  contained  as 
much  matter  as  six  volumes,  selling  altogether  for  six  guineas? — I should 
think  so. 

7564.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  whether  the  sale-price  of  the  folio 
volumes  is  the  sale-price  upon  a calculation  made  with  the  booksellers  on  their 

taking 
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taking  large  stocks  of  the  different  publications  which  had  issued  prior  to  the  Sir T.  Phillips, Bart. 

existence  of  the  present  commission  r— No,  I am  not  aware  of  that.  — 

7565.  Chairman .]  Has  not  the  commission  published  some  works  exceedingly  1 Ju,y  l836- 
inaccurate  and  defective? — The  majority  of  the  works  of  the  last  commission  are 

far  superior  to  those  of  the  former  commission.  But  some  editors  under  the 
present  commission  have  not  had  sufficient  ability  to  edit  the  records  properly. 

7566.  Some  of  the  works  have  been  exceedingly  inaccurate,  owing  to  the 
incompetency  of  the  editors  ?—I  think  so. 

7567.  Mr.  Villiers .]  You  stated  that  the  works  that  have  been  printed  by  the 
board  were  useful.  You  were  then  asked  whether  they  had  printed  the  most 
useful,  and  you  said  you  were  unable  to  state  that,  because  you  did  not  know 
what  had  not  been  published.  Are  there  not  means  of  ascertaining  what  records 
are  in  different  offices;  are  there  not  calendars  published ?— Calendars  of  many 
of  the  records  have  not  been  published.  Calendars  of  the  Placita  have  never 
been  published,  nor  calendars  of  the  Fines. 

7568.  If  the  calendars  had  been  published,  should  you  have  been  enabled  to 

have  judged  whether  the  most  useful  works  had  been  published  ? — I should  not 
have  been  able  to  have  judged  from  the  calendars  alone,  without  a knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  the  documents.  ° 

7569.  You  might  know  that  by  the  calendars,  might  you  not  ?— To  a certain 
extent  only,  and  not  at  all  in  some  cases ; for  instance,  in  the  calendars  to  the 
Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem ; we  could  not  tell  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
“ Probationes  iEtatis.” 

7570.  Chairman.']  In  the  present  state  of  information  about  the  records  ip  the 
Record  Office,  how  can  anybody  say  that  the  commission  have  made  a proper  or 
an  improper  selection,  when  it  is  not  known  what  works  they  had  to  select  from  1 
— I did  not  say  so  myself. 

7571.  Are  there  any  means  of  obtaining  information  upon  that  point? 

There  are  means,  because  the  commission  might  have  published  a list  of  all  the 
documents. 

7572.  But  they  have  not  given  these  means  to  the  public  ? — No  such  statement 
of  the  documents  has  been  given. 

7573*  If  you  wanted  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  selection  made  by  the 
commissioners,  could  you  know  what  records  they  had  to  select  from  ? — No,  as 
there  is  no  catalogue ; and  I should  not  understand  the  nature  of  them  without  an 
examination  of  the  records  themselves. 

7574.  If  it  was  a question  whether  they  ought  to  have  printed  the  Rotuli 
Selecti,  or  any  other  work,  could  you  say  whether  other  records  that  were  behind 
unpublished  ought  to  have  been  published  in  preference  ? — I should  say  that  a 
series  of  records  ought  to  be  printed,  and  no  selections. 

7575-76-  The  contents  of  the  offices  have  not  been  made  known  to  you  by 
catalogues  1 — Not  the  whole  of  them. 

7577-  Mr.  Villiers .]  Then,  if  you  had  to  direct  the  operations  of  a Record  Com- 
mission, you  would  first  direct  the  calendars  to  be  published,  and  then  the  works 
winch  you  consider  most  useful  ?— If  you  will  print  calendars,  they  ought  to  go 
on  simultaneously.  The  calendars  which  are  ready  might  be  printed,  and  the 
records  themselves  might  be  printed  at  the  same  time,  and  that  is  what  I should 
recommend.  If  they  are  in  chronological  order,  I should  commence  printino-  the 
record  itself,  although  the  calendar  is  not  made,  because  the  record  is  of  course 
more  important  than  a calendar.  In  fact,  it  is  my  opinion  that  calendars  are  not 
necessary  for  the  public,  if  the  records  themselves  are  to  be  printed,  with  indexes 
of  persons  and  places.  The  calendars  are  most  useful,  and  indeed  necessary,  to  the 
offices,  but  to  the  public  only  in  the  case  of  unprinted  records. 


Henry  Hallam,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

. ,75"8.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  AS  a member  of  the  commission  you  have  paid  con-  Henry  Hallam,  Esq. 

S1  attention  to  its  proceedings,  and  from  your  own  private  studies  you  are  ■* 

perfectly  aware  of  the  value  to  be  attached  to  the  publications  which  have  ap- 
pealed under  the  authority  of  the  commission;  are  you  prepared  to  state  to  tlie 
omnnttee  that,  looking  at  those  publications  prior  to  the  date  when  you  your- 
se  became  a member  of  the  board,  and  looking  at  those  which  have  appeared 
since,  you  do  or  do  not  regard  the  mass  of  them  to  be  creditable  in  the  selection 
0 ose  who  directed  the  publication,  and  in  the  execution  to  those  who  have 
'33*  4 n 2 conducted 
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Henry  HdllamJEsq-  conducted  them  ? — With  respect  to  that  question  I must  answer  the  different  parts 

— of  it  separately.  I certainly  am  acquainted  generally  with  some  of  the  publica- 

i July  1836.  tions  of  the  old  commission  : with  respect  to  many  of  the  publications,  both  of 
the  last  and  the  present  commission,  I am  not  competent  to  speak  ; they  relate 
to  subjects  for  the  most  part  to  which  I have  not  paid  much  attention,  and  there- 
fore I can  only  speak  to  certain  publications  which,  in  the  course  of  some  histo- 
rical researches,  I frequently  availed  myself  of,  and  which  I found  of  great  use; 

I particularly  allude  to  the  edition  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm. 

7579.  Are  you  able  to  give  to  the  Committee  an  opinion  with  respect  to  the 
Parliamentary  Writs  ?— I can  say  very  little  about  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; I can 
only  answer  generally  that  they  contain  a vast  many  details  and  specific  informa- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  the  country  in  those  periods  to  which  they  relate. 

7580.  Does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  national  archives  contain  a fund  of  his- 
torical information  relating  to  institutions  and  public  transactions  of  the  realm, 
and  applicable  in  various  ways  to  almost  every  department  of  historical  re- 
searches ? — I conceive  that  they  certainly  do. 

7581.  Do  you  conceive  from  the  present  state  of  the  market  for  literature  in 
England,  that  any  publication  consisting  of  documents  only  would  be  likely  to 
repay  an  individual  bookseller  or  any  associated  booksellers  ? — I believe  I may 
say  certainly  that  no  bookseller  in  the  present  day  would  undertake  a work  of 
the  kind. 

7582.  Then  if  the  publication  be  intrinsically  valuable,  and  at  the  same  time 
such  as  not  to  repay  an  individual  speculation,  does  it  follow  as  your  opinion, 
that  you  consider  the  expenditure  of  public  money  upon  such  publications  to  be 
expedient  ? — I certainly  think  it  is  expedient,  if  it  is  desirable  to  keep  up  and 
extend  the  historical  literature  of  the  country. 

7583.  Do  the  publications  of  many  documents  which  have  appeared  under  - 
the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  upon  the  Public  Records  contain  much  valuable 
information  to  which  scholars  had  no  access  before,  and  do  they  afford  a reason- 
able hope  that  fresh  information  of  the  same  character  may  be  obtained  from  the 
same  depositories  ? — That  can  only  be  a question  of  degree ; there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  they  contain  a great  deal  that  is  valuable.  I have  already  stated  that 

I am  not  competent  to  judge  as  to  the  greater  part,  which  are  more  of  a legal 
than  an  historical  kind. 

7584.  As  to  the  legal  part,  do  not  you  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be 
great  accuracy  in  the  calendars  and  indexes  to  legal  documents  ?— It  must- evi- 
dently be  desirable  to  persons  investigating  private  rights  ; and  it  must  also  be 
desirable  to  persons  that  wish  to  promote  the  legal  literature  of  the  country,  if 
I may  so  call  it. 

7585.  Chairman.']  You  published  a work  on  the  Middle  Ages  in  1818  ? — I did. 

7586.  You  published  another  edition  of  that  in  1819  ? — I did. 

7587.  Is  not  a large  portion  of  the  work,  amounting  to  about  one  third,  de- 
voted to  the  constitutional  history  of  England  P — A portion  of  it  is  ; not  quite 
so  much  as  a third. 

7588.  Is  there  in  all  that  portion  any  single  quotation  from  the  works  of  the 
Record  Commission  ? — There  must  be  references  to  the  edition  of  the  Statutes  of 
the  Realm. 

7589.  And  to  the  FcederaP— Not  to  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera;  I have 
no  reason  to  think  that  I made  use  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera. . 

7590.  On  the  subjects  of  which  you  treated  in  that  work,  particularly  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  King’s  Council,  was  there  any  information  to  be  derived  from 
any  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  either  in  1818  or  1819?— -I  cannot 
say  that  I have  examined  so  much  as  I ought  to  have  done  all  publications  then 
existing.  I do  not  know  that  upon  the  subject  of  King’s  Council  I referred  to 
any  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  ; I had  recourse  to  Lord  Hale’s 
history. 

7591.  The  question  is,  what  practical  benefit  you  have  derived  from  these 
works  which  are  supposed  to  have  had  such  a beneficial  effect  upon  historians  < 
— I am  not  able  to  say  that  I have  derived  any' considerable  benefit  from  them. 

I think  from  the  second  volume  of  the-  Scotch  Acts  of  Parliament  I have  derived 
benefit. 

75Q2.  That  is  in  your  work  upon  the  Constitutional  History  of  England? — It 
is  possible  it  may  be  so. 

7593.  When  was  that  work  published  ? — In  1827. 

7594.  In 
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7594.  In  that  work  you  have  referred  to  the  Harleian,  Cottonian  and  Lans-  Henry  Hallam,  Esq. 

downe  catalogues,  and  to  the  manuscripts  to  which  those  afforded  you  a clue  ? — — 

I have. 

7595 . You  found  those  catalogues  extremely  useful  ? — Certainly. 

7596.  And  they  are  of  great  use  to  historical  inquirers  ? — They  must  be  of 
great  use  to  any  person  that  has  recourse  to  the  British  Museum. 

7597.  You  referred  also  to  the  Acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament? — I did. 

7598.  And  with  those  exceptions,  you  have  not  referred  to  any  works  of  the 
Record  Commission  ? — I cannot  pretend  to  say  that  I have  done  so ; it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  at  this  distance  of  time,  but  I should  thipk  very  rarely,  if  at  all. 

7599'  your  Constitutional  History,  in  the  first  volume,  is  there  not  a very 
minute  discussion  of  the  revenues  brought  to  the  Crown  in  1534  by  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  monasteries? — I think  there  is  something  upon  the  subject,  but  I do 
not  recollect  it  minutely  at  present. 

7600.  Was  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  published  at  that  time  ? — I think  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  was. 

7601.  Did  you  make  any  use  of  that  work? — I cannot  at  this  moment  say 
whether  I did  or  not ; it  is  possible  that  I might  not. 

7602.  Does  not  that  prove  that  the  utility  of  those  publications  has  not  been 
so  much  appreciated  by  historians  as  we  might  be  led  to  believe  ? — I am  afraid  it 
would  rather  prove  my  own  negligence  than  anything  else.  If  the  book  is  useful, 
it  should  be  consulted  by  historians.  I do  not  think  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  is 
a book  in  which  I could  have  found  much  that  would  be  of  service  to  me,;  but  it 
might  be  useful  to  those  that  went  more  deeply  into  those  inquiries'  than  I did. 

7603.  These  questions  are  put  in  the  confidence  that  no  one  who  knows  any- 
thing of  your  works  will  attribute  negligence  to  you,  and  the  questions  are  put 
to  show  that  a person  who  has  written  so  much  and  so  usefully  upon  history  has 
made  very  little  use  of  the  works  which  it  is  stated  have  had  so  much  effect  upon 
the  historical  researches  of  the  times  ? — None  of  the  works  that  I have  written 
upon  history  go  very  much  into  the  minute  details  which  it  is  necessary  for  an 
historian  that  writes  upon  a particular  period  to  examine ; they  have  related  to 
extensive  periods,  and  the  object  has  been  to  convey  general  results. 

7604.  Who  are  the  other  historians  that  have  made  valuable  use  of  those 
works  ? — Is  has  been  stated  that  Dr.  Lingard  has  done  so. 

7605.  Have  you  any  reason  to  say  that  ? — I have  understood  that  it  is  from 
Dr.  Lingard’s  testimony.  I do  not  know  it  from  his  writings. 

7606.  Can  you  state  any  point  of  great  importance,  connected  with  the  history, 
or  the  institutions  or  manners  of  this  country,  which  has  been  cleared  up  by  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  except  what  knowledge  has  been  given 
to  the  public  by  the  writings  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  ? — It  is  difficult  to,  answer 
so  large  a question.  I have  not  immediately  before  my  mind  all  the  publications 
of  the  Record  Commission  ; I think  that  amongst  those  numerous  publications, 
much  must  be  contained  which  would  be  useful  to  historians. 

7607.  In  regard  to  other  sources  which  have  been  lately  opened  to  us,  for 
instance,  some  of  the  Stuart  Papers,  we  could  point  out  the  knowledge  of  history 
which  has  been  derived  from  information  contained  in  them ; could  you  point 
out  any  similar  service  rendered  by  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission, 
to  the  parts  of  history  of  which  they  treat  ? — I am  not  able  to  do  so,  but  I do 
not  think  my  want  of  knowledge  upon  the  subject  ought  to  weigh  much ; it  re- 
quires a degree  of  consideration  which  I have  not  given  to  it  for  some  years. 

7608.  You  have  been  a commissioner  since  1831  ? — I have. 

7609.  Have  you  frequently  attended  the  board? — I have  attended  pretty 
frequently. 

7610.  From  your  experience  as  a commissioner,  should  you  say  that  you  have 
had  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  all  that  time  ? — By 
attending  the  board  I have  had  so  far  a knowledge  that  I have  known  the  pro- 
ceedings when  I have  beeen  present,  which  has  been  generally  the  case. 

7611.  Have  you  generally  known  what  works  were  going  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance under  the  sanction  of  the  board  ? — Not  entirely.  The  meetings  have 
not  been  very  frequent ; I should  think,  upon  an  average,  six  or  eight  in  a year ; 
but  the  general  management  of  the  board  has  rested  with  the  secretary  and  some 
commissioners  with  whom  he  has  had  communication.  I cannot  say  that  I have 
always  known  what  was  going  forward,  but  I have  always  had  the  power  of 
doing  so. 

°-33-  4N3  7612.  Practically 
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Henry  mlkm&m.  76'2-  Practically  the  affairs  of  the  board  have  beeu  conducted  by  the  secre- 

tary  and  such  commissioners  as  he  consults  ? — Practically  the  affairs  of  the  board 

1 July  1836.  have  fallen  very  much  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  but  I have  been  frequently 
upon  sub-committees. 

7613.  Has  the  commission  generally  had  an  accurate  knowledge  of  its  own 
expenditure? — I think  the  commission  has  had  a pretty  accurate  knowledge  of 
its  own  expenditure.  I have  myself  served  the  office  of  auditor  several  years. 

7614.  How  many  times  ? — Not  less  than  three.  It  is  annual. 

7615.  Have  the  accounts  been  audited  annually? — Annually. 

7616-17.  The  money,  when  issued  from  the  Treasury,  is  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  the  secretary,  and  he  disposes  of  it  without  any  check  or  control  ? — The  money 
is  certainly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary.  I do  not  think  that  is  altogether 
the  best  mode,  and  that  might  easily  be  rectified ; I believe  it  remains  only  for  a 
short  time  in  his  hands. 

7618.  Were  you  aware  of  the  foreign  collections  which  have  been  making?— 
I have  been  aware  of  that  fact.  In  auditing  the  accounts  I have  seen  the  items 
of  expenditure  for  them. 

7619.  Can  you  state  for  what  purpose  they  were  made? — For  the  purpose  of 
making  a collection,  either  for  the  Fcedera  or  “ Materials  for  the  History  of 
Britain they  all  related  to  materials  for  English  history,  contained  in  foreign 
countries. 

7620.  The  work  of  the  “ Materials  for  British  History”  is  suspended,  is  it  not? 
— It  is. 

7621.  But  the  collection  of  foreign  materials  is  still  going  on? — I do  not 
know.  The  suspension  of  the  work  was  only  last  year ; that  does  not  at  all 
imply  its  abandonment,  and  therefore  there  could  be  no  reason  for  discontinuing 
the  foreign  collections  upon  that  account. 

7622.  Do  you  know  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  secure  proper  collec- 
tions being  made  abroad  ? — The  whole  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Cooper,  who 
has  employed  different  persons  in  various  parts  of  Europe. 

7623.  Who  those  persons  are  you  cannot  say  ? — They  are  foreigners.  I have 
heard  generally  who  they  are ; they  are,  I believe,  literary  men. 

7624.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  competency  of  those  gentlemen  ? — Not 
the  least. 

7625.  All  that  was  left  to  the  secretary  ? — Yes,  it  was. 

7626.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Petrie,  who  was  entrusted  with  the  materials 
for  the  publication  of  the  “ Materials  for  a History  of  Great  Britain,”  knew  any- 
thing of  the  foreign  collections  that  were  making  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  him? 
— I cannot  answer  that  question  from  my  personal  knowledge. 

7627.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  were  made  under  his  superintendence? 
— I should  think  not. 

7628.  Can  you  state  why  the  materials  were  collected  for  the  work  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  person  to  whom  that  work  was  entrusted  ? — I am  unable 
to  answer  that  question.  Mr.  Petrie  is  a very  valuable  person,  but  there  have 
been  difficulties  in  treating  with  Mr.  Petrie  the  last  two  or  three  years,  which 
may  have  led  to  it ; and  indeed  Mr.  Petrie,  by  delays  arising  out  of  his  health, 
has  virtually  thrown  up  the  work. 

7629.  You  cannot  state  what  the  foreign  collections  have  cost  ? — I cannot. 

7630.  Are  you  aware  that  the  commission  is  the  proprietor  of  a large  library? 
— I am  aware  of  the  library. 

7631.  Do  you  know  how  much  that  library  cost? — I know  it  has  cost  several 
hundred  pounds. 

7632.  Did  you  ever  see  that  library  ? — I have  seen  part  of  it. 

7633.  Do  you  know  where  it  is  kept? — In  Boswell-court. 

7634.  The  whole  of  it  ? — I think  it  is  all  in  Boswell-court. 

7635.  Was  there  any  order  of  the  board  for  the  purchase  of  those  books  ? — I do 
• not  remember ; but  as  the  minutes  of  the  board  have  been  preserved,  they  will 

show  whether  it  is  so. 

7636.  Can  you  state  generally  the  state  of  the  apartments  in  which  the  records 
are  in  the  public  offices? — From  what  I have  seen,  they  are  in  some  offices  veryt 
good,  and  in  others  but  indifferent. 

7637.  Mr.  Pusey.]  You  consider  the  publication  of  that  work  to  which  you 
alluded,  “ Materials  for  a History  of  Britain,”  likely  to  be  useful  to  future  histo- 
rians ? — I think  it  would  be  a great  convenience.  So  far  as  it  contains  unpublished 

matter, 
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matter,  it  must  be  very  useful : so  far  as  it  is  a republication  of  facts  already 
in  print,  still  as  it  brings  them  together,  it  would  be  in  that  respect  exceedingly 
convenient,  especially  for  persons  not  resident  in  London. 

7638.  And  the  publication  of  the  records  also  should  you  consider  desirable, 
for  the  same  reason  ? — I consider  that  the  publication  of  records  must  be  desirable 
to  many  classes  of  persons.  Of  course  it  is  only  to  a limited  number  that  those 
publications  are  valuable. 

7639.  But  that  number  being  writers  themselves,  will  work  up  those  raw  ma- 
terials into  a manufacture  which  will  be  accessible  to  the  public  ?— Undoubtedly 


Martin , 5°  die  Julii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller 
Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Edward  Protheroe,  Esquire,  called  in  and  further  Examined. 

7640.  HAVE  you  any  statement  to  make  in  explanation  of  or  addition  to  your 
former  evidence  ? — I will  be  as  brief  as  I possibly  can  ; but  as  the  Committee  have 
had  the  kindness  to  allow  the  Commissioners  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
evidence  as  it  is  taken,  I conceive  that  the  Committee  in  a manner  call  upon  a 
Commissioner  who  has  been  examined  for  any  observations  he  may  have  to  make 
upon  statements  contradictory  to  the  evidence  he  has  given.  I beg  therefore  to 
make  one  or  two  statements,  in  which  I shall  abstain  as  much  as  possible  from 
every  thing  which  is  of  a personal  character.  I observe  in  Mr.  Cooper’s  evidence, 
in  answer  to  question  2281,  reference  made  to  what  I had  stated  as  to  the  item 
headed  “ repairs.”  I stated  that  there  had  been  repairs  in  the  house  in  New 
Boswell  Court,  because  I observed  the  following  receipt:  “ Received  of  the  Honour- 
able the  Commissioners  for  Records,  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  for  bricklayers’  and  carpenters’ 
work,  as  per  bills. — Henry  Heard.  67/.  95.;  48^.5,?.;  113/.  2s. ; 4 5/.  13.?.; 
108/.  6s.”  Two  of  those  bills  are  for  work  in  the  house  in  New  Boswell  Court; 
alterations  in  the  attic  story,  kitchen,  coppers  fixed,  stoves  altered,  new  stoves 
supplied,  refixing  chimney-pieces,  contracting  chimnies,  rebuilding  fire-places;  the 
other  bills  are  for  book-cases  principally.  The  next  question  to  which  I have  to 
advert  is  2389.  I observed  that  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  was  said  to  be  led  into 
error  by  a statement  of  mine.  I did  not  observe  the  statement  till  yesterday, 
upon  which  I immediately  wrote  to  his  lordship  requesting  to  know  whether  he 
having  been  as  stated  in  the  evidence  present,  meant  by  his  silence  to  confirm  the 
statements  therein  made.  I believe  I am  authorized  in  making  a short  communi- 
cation from  the  bishop’s  letter.  His  lordship  says,  that  he  was  not  led  into  error 
by  me,  and  in  the  most  handsome  manner  he  shares  the  credit  or  discredit  of  the 
calculations  on  which  our  report  was  founded ; he  never  threw  any  blame,  he  says, 
on  me ; nor  did  he  take  any  himself ; but  he  merely  confirmed  when  in  the  Com- 
mittee the  correction  offered  hy  Mr.  Cooper ; and  his  lordship  says,  he  was  as 
much  surprised  as  I was  at  the  passage  alluded  to,  and  which  he  had  not  heard 
when  he  was  in  the  Committee-room.  , I am  very  unwilling  to  go  into  a lengthened 
detail  of  my  original  objections  to  the  returns  to  Parliament  without  further  and 
very  accurate  examination  of  those  returns,  and  of  the  accounts ; I cannot  presume 
to  say  whether  I should  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  that  we 
were  in  error,  nor  positively  to  say  that  I should  not  agree  with  it.  In  the  absence, 
however,  of  all  means  except  the  returns  now  before  me,  of  coming  to  any  con- 
clusion upon  the  subject,  I beg  leave  to  say,  that  I adhere  to  the  opinion  to  which 
1 signed  in  the  report,  delivered  in  to  the  Board.  A committee  of  our  Board  was 
subsequently  appointed  to  reconsider  our  report.  To  what  determination  that 
committee  has  come  I do  not  know,  because  it  has  never  to  my  knowledge 
reported  to  the  Board.  As  far  as  I can  understand  Mr.  Cooper’s  statement,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  corroborates  entirely  the  view  which  I took  of  the  returns. 
It  never  was  my  intention  to  impugn  those  returns  as  being  compiled  with  any 
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fraudulent  intention  of  concealing  expenditure.  I only  was  induced  to  advert 
to  them  at  the  Board,  because  Mr.  Cooper  stated  to  me  that  they  would 
answer,  as  he  thought,  the  object  I had  in  view  of  an  analysis  of  the  expenditure. 
I was  therefore  most  unwillingly  and  reluctantly  led  to  comment  upon  their  accu- 
racy, and  to  remark  that  an  important  and  questionable  item  in  our  expenditure, 
the”  purchase  of  books,  did  not  appear  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  full  sums  which 
had  been  expended  in  that  period.  I had,  as  I stated  in  the  report  to  which  the 
Bishop  of  Llandaff  and  I set  our  hands,  agreed  that  it  is  most  probable  that  the 
sums  which  are  wanting  under  the  head  of  books  are  to  be  found  in  other  items. 
My  ground  of  attack  upon  those  returns  was,  that  they  were  not  calculated  to  elu- 
cidate the  expenditure  of  the  Board  in  an  analytical  form,  or  to  act  as  a CQntinuance 
of  those  returns  which  I had  obtained  from  the  former  Commission ; and  as  the 
object  I had  in  view  was  to  obtain  information  which  would  show  the  apportion- 
ment of  our  expenditure,  those  returns  were  insufficient  documents.  I will  not 
weary  the  Committee  by  going  into  any  further  observations  upon  the  subject.  It 
is  with  very  great  pain  that  I find  myself  induced  upon  the  present  occasion  to  refer 
to  a letter  of  Mr.  Cooper’s ; but  as  Mr.  Cooper  the  next  day  wrote  to  me  and  gave 
me  full  liberty  to  make  use  of  the  letter,  and  make  it  as  public  as  I pleased,  I think 
that,  under  the  circumstances  of  my  calculations  and  my  opinions  on  those  returns 
being  attacked,  I am  obliged  to  advert  to  its  contents.  It  is  a letter  from  Mr. 
Cooper,  written  on  27th  January  last,  the  day  on  which  I made  my  complaint  to 
the  Board  as  to  the  accuracy  of  these  returns.  That  letter,  although  written  by  a 
clerk,  is  marked  “ private it  came  to  me  at  that  time  when  any  information, 
with  regard  to  the  returns  to  Parliament  was  of  very  great  importance,  as  I had 
had,  together  with  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  the  duty  committed  to  me  by  the  Board 
of  examining  the  accuracy  of  those  returns.  In  that  letter  there  was  an  admission, 
I will  not  say  of  any  criminal  inaccuracy,  for  I never  imputed  any  such  inaccuracy 
to  Mr.  Cooper;  but  there  is  an  admission  that  is  calculated  to  impress  me  with  the 
belief  that  my  statement  as  to  that  inaccuracy  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Cooper. 
The  passage  is  this  : “ I am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  (of  the  impossibility  of  satis- 
fying me,  except  by  the  formation  of  a new  analysis  and  classification  to  be  made, 
on  the  plea  so  often  insisted  upon  by  you)  upon  looking  at  the  returns  to  Parliament 
(December  1 833)  which  certainly  do  "not  agree  with  the  itemk  as  extracted  and  clas- 
sified very  recently  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  partly  to  judge  of  the  expenses 
incurred  under  certain  heads,  and  partly  to  render  the  recent  returns  more  com- 
plete.” 

7641.  Is  there  any  other  point  you  w'ish  to  mention? — I beg  leave  to 
state  that  Mr.  Cooper  is  very  naturally  unaware  of  my  complaint  of  these 
returns  was  long  antecedent  to  the  15th  of  January  1826.  , I brought  the. 
question  under  the  consideration  of  the  Treasury  for  the  sake  of  having  a 
new  analysis  in  December  last  year,  1835.  The  next  point  to  which  I wish, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  is  the  question  2446,  that  is,  whether 
a communication  is  private  or  not  private.  I beg  to  state  in  the  first  place 
that  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I never  laid  any  letter  of  Mr.  Cooper’s- 
before  the  Board ; that  the  information  w'as  received,  I believe,  from  a stranger 
in  the  room,  and  that  at  the  moment  of  my  giving  the  evidence,  which  was  at  that, 
particular  period  given  in  a very  conversational  form,  I thought  it  desirable  to 
correct  instantly  some  expressions  which  were  used.  The  letter  in  question  I did. 
not  conceive  to  be  a private  communication,  as  it  was  written  by  a clerk,  and  in- 
dorsed, “ Record  Commission and  because  on  another  occasion  I received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Cooper,  which  was  marked  “ private,”  although  written  by  a. 
clerk.  I may  just  add,  that  I do  not  admit  that  any  communication  can  be  con- 
sidered as  private  which  is  written  by  a third  person,  and  especially  by  a common 
clerk.  At  the  same  time,  I have  never  availed  myself  in  my  evidence  of  any 
communications  made  to  me,  in  the  course  of  a long  correspondence  between. 
Mr.  Cooper  and  myself,  in  support  of  any  opinions  of  mine,  excepting  this  instance, 
when  my  only  reason  for  adverting  to  it  was,  because  since  the  matter  was  one,  as  I 
conceived,  of  very  great  notoriety,  a charge  having  been  brought  by  several  persons 
against  our  Board  of  publishing  an  essay  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s,  which  was  not 
wholly  original  matter,  I really  did  not  think  that  I was  doing  any  disservice  to 
Mr.  Cooper,  in  expressing  that  I believed  he  had  concurred  in  this  opinion,  with 
reference  to  that  essay.  I beg  leave  to  make  one  further  remark,  I observe  that 
it  is  stated  that  I “ absented  ” myself  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole ; I wish  to  remark  that  I was  detained  from 
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■attending  that  Committee  by  the  alarming  and  very  dangerous  illness  of  my  father; 
and  when  named  for  the  Committee,  I expressed  my  great  doubts  whether  I should 
be  able  to  attend  even  once. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Baron  Alderson,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

"642.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  HAVE  you  turned  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the 
erection  of  a general  repository  for  the  preservation  of  the  more  ancient  records  of 
the  country,  and  do  you  think  such  a measure  would  be  desirable  ? — I certainly 
have  considered  the  question,  not  now  for  the  first  time,  but  often ; I think  it 
would  be  a very  desirable  thing  that  there  should  be  a repository  for  the  general 
preservation  of  all  the  records  of  the  country. 

7643.  In  the  term,  “ the  records  of  the  country,”  do  you  mean  to  make  any 
distinction  between  those  which  are  in  legal  parlance  records,  and  those  which 
are  merely  of  a literary  and  antiquarian  value? — No,  I do  not  mean  to  make  any 
distinction  between  those  two,  because  I take  it  that  most  of  our  ancient  legal 
records  are  very  much  connected  with  the  history  of  the  country,  and  with  anti- 
quarian researches  as  to  the  manners  of  the  country  in  ancient  times  ; indeed, 
as  to  the  history  of  the  country  in  ancient  times,  they  are  perhaps  the 
most  authentic  sources  of  information.  I had  an  opportunity  last  year  of 
being  in  Scotland,  and  I certainly  was  extremely  struck  with  the  advantage 
and  with  the  convenience  of  the  general  place  of  deposit  of  records  which  the 
general  Registry  Office  at  Edinburgh  affords. 

7644.  Would  you  propose  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  transfer  the  legal  custody  of 
the  records,  with  the  records  themselves,  to  any  place  of  general  deposit  ? — I think 
it  would  be  very  desirable  at  certain  fixed  intervals  of  time  so  to  do,  taking  care, 
however,  to  provide,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  that  the  change  in  the  place  of  custody 
shall  not  prevent  those  documents  from  becoming  evidence  in  courts  of  justice, 
which  at  present  depends  upon  their  being  produced  from  the  proper  custody. 

7645.  Chairman .]  You  would  propose  that  after  a certain  time  they  should  be 
sent  to  this  general  Record  Office,  and  in  the  earlier  stage  you  would  keep  them  in 
the  custody  of  the  officer  of  the  courts  ? — Probably  it  would  be  more  convenient 
that  the  current  records  (so  to  speak)  should  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  officers 
of  the  court. 

7646.  But  after  a certain  period  it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should  be  placed 
in  some  place  of  general  deposit  where  they  could  be  indexed  ? — Yes. 

7647.  Is  that  the  plan  in  Scotland  ? — I think  they  go  immediately  there,  but  I 
am  not  sure, 

7648.  With  regard  to  records  50  or  60  years  old,  is  it  not  very  important  for  the 
sake  of  legal  inquirers  that  they  should  be  altogether,  because  a man  may  not  know 
exactly  whether  the  information  which  he  wants  is  in  the  records  of  one  court  or  of 
another? — I think  that  is  a very  strong  argument  in  favour  of  a general  repository, 
because  you  save  an  enormous  deal  of  trouble,  and  obtain  an  opportunity  of  search- 
ing the  records  of  all  the  courts,  the  Common  Pleas,  the  King’s  Bench,  the  Exche- 
quer, the  Rolls,  and  so  on,  at  the  same  time.  But  if  you  were  to  do  that  rashly 
without  proper  provisions  by  Act  of  Parliament,  they  would  be  deprived  of  their 
value  as  evidence. 

7649.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  One  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Public  Records  in  1800,  not  yet  executed  by  the  Record  Commission,  is  the  publica- 
tion of  an  accurate  and  uniform  edition  of  the  ancient  law  books,  such  as  Brackton 
and  Fleta.  Do  vou  or  do  you,  not  think  that  the  publication  of  such  a work, 
assuming  it  to  be  made  from  the  most  authentic  sources  and  by  accurate  collation, 
is  desirable? — I think  it  is  desirable,  but  I am  not  capable  of  saying  how  far  the 
expense  would  be  an  objection.  It  is  to  be  desired  that  we  should  have  good  edi- 
tions of  books  of  that  description,  but  I cannot  say  how  far  the  object  would  be 
worth  the  expense. 

7C50.  Another  work  recommended  and  not  yet  executed  is  a complete  and 
authentic  edition  of  the  year  books,  many  of  which  are  inedited  ; do  you  not  think 
that  such  an  undertaking  would  be  serviceable  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  our 
ancient  jurisprudence  ? — I think  it  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  we  should  have 
a better  edition  of  the  year  books,  some  that  would  be  more  accessible  than  the 
present.  The  late  Mr.  Vaillant  was  proposing,  I believe,  to  publish  an  edition  of 
the  year  books,  but  I do  not  think  he  got  far  in  it.  I think  it  is  very  much  to  be 
desired  that  we  should  have  a greater  knowledge  of  our  old  law  books  for  one 
reason,  the  enormous  increase  of  the  law,  and  the  enormous  number  of  books  that 
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are  published  day  by  day,  will  soon  reduce  the  English  law  to  the  state  the  old 
Roman  law  was  in  in  the  time  of  Justinian,  when  it  was  necessary  to  have  a digest- 
of  the  laws  to  see  what  were  proper  and  what  were  not.  At  present  the  reports°are 
almost  a mere  register  of  particular  decisions. 

7651.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable,  in  publishing  the  year 
books,  to  publish  a translation  opposite? — No,  I think  it  would  be  too  much 
expense. 

7652.  But  if  there  were  no  objection  on  account  of  the  expense,  you  think  it 
would  be  more  valuable  ? — The  books  would  be  then  more  useful,  and  more  easy  of 
consultation.  It  is  very  often  difficult  at  present  to  know  whether  the  person 
speaking  is  the  judge  or  the  counsel. 

7653.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Have  you  paid  such  attention  to  the  edition  published 
under  the  Record  Commission  of  the  “ Statutes  of  England,”  as  to  enable  you  to  give 
the  Committee  an  opinion  of  the  value  of  that  work  ? — -No,  I cannot  give  any 
opinion  as  to  that.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  we  should  have  an  edition  of  the 
old  statutes. 

7654.  In  this  edition  all  the  statutes  are  published? — I am  not  competent  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  that. 

7655  . Chairman.']  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  though  this  work  has  been 
published  by  the  Record  Commission,  you  have  not  found  it  of  any  use  ? — No,  I have 
not  individually  found  it  of  any  use  ; but  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  may  not  be 
so,  but  it  has  never  come  under  my  notice.  The  ordinary  run  of  cases  do  not 
require  those  things. 

7656.  For  whose  use  would  you  reprint  the  year  books  ?— I should  say  they 
would  be  more  for  the  purposes  of  the  more  learned  lawyers,  who  were  to  be  en- 
gaged in  future,  if  it  is  to  be  done,  in  framing  a digest  of  the  law  of  England.  They 
contain  a great  deal  of  the  original  principles  of  the  law,  though  stated  very  shortly. 

7657.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  mass  of  reading  with  reference  to  particular 
decisions,  especially  as  to  modern  law,  is  so  great,  that  very  few  practising  lawyers 
have  time  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  ancient  law  ? — I think  very  few  practising 
lawyers  do  pay  attention  to  the  year  books.  I think  it  would  be  well  if  they  did, 
but  it  is  impossible. 

7658.  You  do  not  think  the  mere  reprinting  of  books  at  the  public  expense 
•would  change  the  current  of  legal  reading  ? — I do  not  know  that  it  would  ; but  it 
is  much  to  be  desired  that  it  should.  We  read  too  much  for  the  day  and  the  hour. 

7659.  But  that  would  not  be  changed  by  such  means  as  this  merely  ? — It  is  one 
thing  towards  it.  I answer  these  questions  without  reference  to  the  expense. 

7660.  Are  there  not  copies  of  the  yearbooks  existing  in  many  lawyers’  libraries? 
— In  almost  every  good  library. 

7661.  Do  not  you  think  that  every  lawyer  that  would  read  the  year  books  has 
got  them? — I think  that  is  so. 

7662.  Do  you  think  any  lawyer  that  has  a taste  for  old  law  is  deterred  now  by  the 
difficulty  of  reading  the  year  books  in  their  present  form  ? — No,  I should  not  think 
so ; I think  he  would  have  greater  facilities  by  a better  edition,  in  which  persons  of 
antiquarian  knowledge  would  search  out  for  him  that  which  at  present,  by  some 
trouble  and  labour,  he  might  obtain  himself. 

7663.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Do  you  or  do  you  not  think  that  a knowledge  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  laws  is  needful  for  the  perfect  understanding  of  the  ancient  history  of 
English  law? — No  doubt  it  is  necessary  to  a perfect  understanding,  because  it  is 
part  of  the  original  foundation  of  the  English  law.  But  I think  you  may  have  a 
good  knowledge  of  English  law  without  a knowledge  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  law. 

7664.  Chairman.]  A good  know  ledge  of  the  Roman  law  would  be  essential  to  a 
perfect  understanding  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  English  law,  would  it  not? — No 
doubt  all  species  of  law  ; indeed  a good  knowledge  of  the  Roman  law  is  of  great 
importance  in  the  English  law.  I remember  in  the  case  of  the  question  of  the 
right  to  the  soil  of  the  sea  shore,  which  was  disputed  between  Blundell  and  Cat- 
terall ; there  the  knowledge  of  the  Roman  law,  which  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  pos- 
sessed, gave  a great  value  to  the  very  eleborate  and  learned  judgment  that  he  gave 
on  that  occasion,  in  which  he  showed  that  Brack-ton  had  taken  the  greater  part  of 
his  law  from  the  old  Roman  lawyers,  which,  in  that  respect,  was  not  coincident 
with  the  law  of  England. 

7665.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Have  you  paid  such  attention  to  the  publications  of 
the  Record  Commission  which  relate  to  the  value  of  ecclesiastical  property,  such 
as  the  “ Valor  Ecclesiasticus”  of  King  Henry  VIII.,  as  to  enable  you  to  say 
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whether  they  have  or  have  not  afforded  assistance  to  persons  concerned  in  lithe 
causes? — I think  they  have,  and  they  might  be  made  to  afford  a much  greater 
assistance  if  Parliament  would  so  order,  and  that  by  a most  simple  process.  At 
present  you  have  republished  “ Domesday  Book,”  and  you  have  republished  the 
“Valor  Ecclesiasticus,”  and  I think  you  might  with  great  advantage  republish  the 
whole  of  those  documents,  extracts  from  which  are,  ordinarily  speaking,  used  as 
evidence  in  tithe  causes  at  a great  expense  to  the  parties.  If  you  would  print 
those  documents  and  make  the  printed  book  evidence,  prima facie,  and  distribute 
vour  printed  books  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  for  instance  in  the  prin- 
cipal assize  towns,  that  would  enable  the  party,  by  turning  open  a book  in  court,  to 
save  himself  the  whole  expense  which  at  present  is  incurred  in  searches  and  in 
office  copies,  and  in  witnesses  to  prove  those  office  copies.  I have  seen  it  in  tithe 
causes  to  a great  extent.  I am  quite  sure  that  great  facility  and  a great  saving  of 
expense  would  be  obtained  by  the  adoption  of  that  course. 

7666.  You  referred  to  other  works  besides  the  “ Domesday  ” and  the  “Valor 
Ecclesiasticus,”  will  you  state  whether  you  refer  also  to  the  “ Parliamentary  Survey” 
in  the  library  of  Lambeth  ? — I will  state  the  books  usually  cited  before  me.  I 
hear  all  the  tithe  cases  which  are  now  heard ; they  almost  always  begin  with  Pope 
Nicholas’s  “ Taxatio,”  then  the  “Nonas  Rolls,”  the  “ Ecclesiastical  Survey”  and 
the  “ Parliamentary  Survey,”  and  sometimes  you  have  “ Domesday  Book,”  not 
very  often  ; and  there  are  one  or  two  other  such  documents. 

7667.  Among  those  which  you  have  now  mentioned  there  are  several  which 
have  already  been  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  the  last 
mentioned  having  been  printed  in  the  first  instance  by  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
continuation  of  it  by  the  Record  Commission,  namely  “ Domesday  ”? — Those  are 
not  made  prima  facie  evidence. 

7668.  Have  you  paid  such  attention  to  the  accuracy  of  that  part  of  “ Domesday” 
which  has  been  published  by  the  order  of  Parliament,  or  the  continuation  of  it 
published  by  the  Record  Commission,  as  to  enable  you  to  state  whether  it  be  in  a 
condition  such  as  you  would  desire  to  produce  in  court  as  evidence ?— I only  used 
the  expression  “ prima  facie  evidence.”  It  should  be  open  to  every  party  who 
found  that  the  “ Domesday  Book  ” or  any  other  such  document  was  improperly 
printed  in  the  passage  which  he  was  desirous  of  referring  to,  to  produce  an  exa- 
mined copy,  and  thereby  to  correct  the  printed  copy;  but  that  would  probably 
not  be  necessary  in  the  great  majority  of  cases. 

7669.  The  Committee  understood  you  to  say,  that  it  should  be  prima  facie 
evidence  only,  and  therefore,  even  if  it  should  appear  that  there  were  considerable 
errors  in  the  “Taxatio  Pap®  Nicholai,”  for  instance, as  printed,  you  would  still  think 
that  prima  facie,  it  is  better  that  it  should  be  received  in  evidence,  leaving  its 
accuracy  to  be  tried  by  another  process,  than  that  the  party  should  be  compelled, 
in  all  cases,  to  produce  an  attested  copy  from  the  document  itself  ?— I think  that 
would  be  so.  I think,  upon  the  whole,  there  would  be  so  great  a saving  to  the 
public  that  they  could  very  well  afford  to  pay  for  the  correction  in  any  particular 
case  where  it  was  inaccurate ; and,  after  all,  the  correction,  in  any  particular  case, 
would  not  be  more  expensive  than  every  case  now  is  : I recollect  in  the  Cambridge 
toll  case  an  instance  of  the  kind  occurring,  it  became  of  considerable  importance 
to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  a particular  phrase,  “ consuetudines,”  in  “ Domesday 
Book,”  and  the  only  passage  legally  before  the  court  was  the  passage  in  which  that 
particular  word  was  to  be  construed.  There  we  had  a printed  copy  in  court,  and 
it  was  not  competent,  in  point  of  law,  to  refer  to  it,  to  see  what  in  other  passages, 
was  the  meaning  of  the  term. 

7670.  Chairman .]  Was  this  in  Cambridge  ? — No,  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench., 
before  Lord  Tenterden. 

7671.  Could  not  you  have  had  the  book  from  the  Chapter  House  ?— -It  was  not 
attempted  ; probably  they  would  not  have  permitted  it  to  be  moved  ; but  we  had 
a copy,  upon  which  the  whole  argument  was  founded  ; and  I recollect  that  one  of 
the  antiquarian  witnesses  was  called  to  give  his  general  recollection  of  what  was 
the 1 meaning  of  it  in  the  various  passages  in  “Domesday,”  and  the  use  of  the  words 

theolorium”  and  “tolnetum,”  in  “ Domesday,”  as  distinguished  from  it ; although 
we  had  the  book  there  to  which  we  could  have  referred,  in  passage  after  passage, 
n it  had  been  competent;  I recollect  Lord  Tenterden  there  saying,  that  it  was 
much  to  be  desired  that  the' book  should  be  made  prima  facie  evidence. 

7^72.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.~\  Have  you  paid  so  much  attention  to  the  general  works 
printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  as  to  be  able  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  the  merit  of  their  selection  or  the  merit  of  their  execution  ? — I have 
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no  means  of  knowing  their  value,  because  I have  never  had  the  means  of  com- 
paring them  with  the  original.  It  appears  to  me,  that  those  I have  seen  are  very 
amusing  to  persons  engaged  in  those  pursuits,  and  very  instructive  to  persons  who 
are  desirous  of  knowing  what  the  original  institutions  of  the  country  were. 

7673.  Chairman .]  You  were  understood  to  say,  that  they  might  have  been 
made  to  give  useful  information  ; the  useful  information,  then,  which  you  wish  to 
see  given  by  them  is  not  given  by  the  works  hitherto  published  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission?— I am  not  aware  that  I said  so;  I said  that  they  might  have  been  made 
of  more  extensive  use  by  being  made  prima  facie  evidence ; I am  convinced  that 
there  would  be  a considerable  saving  in  the  trial  of  causes  from  that  alteration. 

7674.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  You  have  referred  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  circulation,  in  each  assize  town,  of  the  works  printed  under  the  authority 
of  the  Record  Commission,  of  those  works  especially  which  have  reference  to  the 
class  of  cases  of  which  you  have  been  speaking.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  think  that 
the  publication  of  calendars,  indexes  and  catalogues,  adapted  to  the  records  in 
most  frequent  use  for  legal  purposes,  is  likely  to  make  those  records  more  readily 
accessible,  and  therefore  to  tend  to  the  more  effectual  administration  of  justice?— 
I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  that.  The  records  can  only  be  consulted  by 
means  of  that  machinery. 

7675.  Chairman.']  You  mean  that  the  calendars  would  be  useful  if  they  were 
made;  you  do  not  mean  the  Committee  to  understand  that  there  are  any  such 
calendars? — Not  any  very  good.  Ones;  it  used  to,  I believe,  be  a monopoly  to 
have  the  possession  of  a good  index  to  the  records. 

7676.  Sir.  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  calendars  which  have  been  printed 
under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commissioners  ? — No,  I am  not. 

7677.  From  your  experience  formerly  as  a practising  barrister,  and  from  your 
experience  since  as  a judge  in  two  of  the  supreme  courts,  can  you  state  to  this 
Committee  that  the  condition  of  the  records  consulted  for  the  daily  purposes  of 
the  court  is  such,  either  as  to  the  facility  of  reference  or  as  to  the  payment  of  fees, 
on  the  payment  of  which  they  are  consulted,  as  satisfies  you  ? — I am  not  aware  of 
the  fees  required  on  the  consultation  of  the  records  ; some  of  the  records  are  cer- 
tainly very  easy  to  be  consulted.  The  records  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
were  arranged,  almost  all  of  them,  and  those  are  very  easy  of  consultation. 

7678.  Chairman.]  But  even  those  have  no  better  index  than  the  docket  books? 
— I cannot  say. 

7679.  But  docket  books  have  a very  insufficient  index,  have  they  not? — I cannot 
answer  that. 

7680.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  The  records  in  your  present  court  are  considered  to  be 
the  most  important  in  the  kingdom,  are  they  not? — Some  of  them  are  so. 

7681.  Chairman.]  Is  that  the  reason  for  which  they  are  kept  in  sacks  in  the 
ride  ? — I do  not  know  where  they  are  kept;  they  have  been  very  unfortunate;  they 
were  kept  in  Westminster  Hall,  in  the  most  dangerous  place,  whilst  the  courts,  were 
re-building.  People  used  to  consult  them  in  a house  which  was  capable  of  being 
set  fire  to,  and  what  was  worse,-  it  was  without  light,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to 
carry  a candle  in.  I remember  calling  Mr.  Michael  Angelo  Taylor’s  attention 
to  that  at  the  time. 

7682.  With  respect  to  the  Exchequer  Records,  twenty-four  different  persons 
connected  with  the  court  have  access  to  them,  have  they  not? — I do  not  know, 
they  are  principally  under  the  care  of  the  King's  Remembrancer. 

7683.  .Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  constitution  of  the  Record 
Commission,  and  if  so,  can  you  state  whether,  in  your  judgment,  it  is  a constitution 
fitting  to  remain,  or  would  you  recommend  the  substitution  of  a Board  of  salaried 
officers,  superintending  the  labours  of  others  in  the  daily  execution  of  the  duties? — 

I should  doubt  whether  there  would  be  enough  to  do  for  a Board  of  salaried  Com- 
missioners ; they  would  be  very  convenient  places  I should  think.  As  to  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  the  Board,  I am  hardly  sufficiently  acquainted  with  it  to  give 
a satisfactory  answer  ; I presume  it  consists  of  a certain  number  of  great  officers  of 
State  and  persons  of  station  in  the  country.  The  evil  on  the  one  side  is  the  expense 
to  the  country,  of  making  places  which  are  not  necessary  ; on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  persons  of  great  consequence,  having  a good  deal  of  other  matters 
to  do,  do  not  give  that  undivided  attention  to  the  thing  which  perhaps  is  desirable; 
perhaps  there  ought  to  be  a plan,  uniting  the  advantages  of  the  two.  You  might 
have  some  person  who  is  paid  to  carry  on  the  general  business  of  the  Commission. 
I presume  there  is  some  officer  who  is  paid,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  Com- 
mission goes  on  in  a regular  course,  a clerk  or  a treasurer,  or  registrar  or  some- 
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thing  of  that  sort,  who  should  take  charge  of  the  Commission  ; then  there  should 
Jbe  persons  of  rank  and  station,  who  are  likely  to  have  facilities  of  access  to  the 
different  offices  of  the  records  of  the  country  ; and  another  class  of  unpaid  persons, 
who  would  be  willing,  from  their  love  of  science,  to  take  the  more  labouring  part 
of  the  duty.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  proper  constitution  of  such  a Board. 

7684.  Chairman.']  As  you  have  been  asked  your  opinion  upon  the  theory  of 
Record  Commissions,  do  you  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  a Commission 
of  high  officers  of  State,  who,  as  you  say,  would  not  be  likely  to  pay  very  sedulous 
attention  to  the  business,  and  a secretary  paid,  the  effect  of  which  is  likely  to  be, 
that  the  work  will  be  left  to  the  secretary,  and  the  nominal  responsibility  left  with 
the  Commissioners,  who  do  not  interfere  ? — Certainly  if  that  were  so  I should  think 
not : but  my  supposition  is,  that.it  is  not  a nominal  responsibility,  and  if  it  is,  it 
ouaht  not  to  exist.  There  should  be  an  actual  superintendence,  sometimes  by 
one  and  sometimes  by  another,  but  always  by  a body  of  a superior  class  of 
.persons. 

7685.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  high  fees  upon  the  searches  for  the  necessary 
information  contained  in  the  records,  for  the  purposes  of  litigants,  is  a very  great 
obstruction  to  justice? — I think  all  high  fees  are  a great  obstruction  to  justice.  I 
think  all  fees  should  be  reduced  as  low  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  propei 
doing  of  the  business  of  the  office. 

7686.  From  your  own  experience,  can  you  say  whether  the  fees  upon  the 
searches  of  records  have  amounted  to  a very  large  tax  upon  litigants  ? — I am  not 
acquainted  with  the  actual  payment;  there  is  a general  belief  in  the  profession  of 
the  law  that  it  is  so. 

7687.  Can  you  state  whether  it  is  the  general  belief  in  the  profession  of  the  law 
that  there  is  a great  waste  of  time  and  great  uncertainty  in  searches  for  records  that 
may  be  wanted  ? — That  I do  not  know.  I conceive  that  there  must  be  a great 
waste  of  time  from  the  circumstance  of  having  to  go  to  so  many  places;  perhaps  a 
waste  of  time  is  not  the  proper  expression,  but  I ought  to  say  that  an  improved 
state  of  management  of  the  records  would  prevent  that  loss  of  time  which  at  present 
exists.  If  the  country  would  be  at  the  expense  of  building  a Record  Office  this 
would  be  prevented. 

7688.  Is  not  much  time  lost  by  the  deficiency  of  indexes  ? — It  must  be  so. 

7689.  Is  not  it  a great  evil  the  indexes  being  private  property,  a monopoly  in 
the  hands  of  persons  who  may  charge  what  they  like  ? — No  doubt  of  it ; it  is 
much  to  be  desired  that  every  body  should  have  a reasonable  access  to  those 
records;  at  present  you  cannot, blame  the  persons  who  have  devoted  their  time, 
if  they  make  a profit  of  the  time  that  they  have  so  devoted. 

7690.  With  regard  to  the  production  of  “ Domesday  Book”  in  the  Cambridge  toll 
case,  the  cause  being  tried  in  London,  and  the  book  being  necessary,  recourse 
might  have  been  had  to  it  at  the  Chapter  House,  but  would  not  the  fee  have  been 
a reason  for  its  not  being  brought,  unless  from  absolute  necessity  ? — A case  of  that 
sort  arises  from  sudden  necessity,  and  the  Chief  Justice  would  not  adjourn  the 
court;  but  I think  they  will  not  permit  “ Domesday  Book”  to  be  removed  out  of 
the  Chapter  House  ; I never  heard  of  its  being  brought  into  court. 

7691.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  fee  for  the  production  of  it  is  60/.  ? — No, 
I thought  it  had  been  absolutely  prohibited,  but  if  it  is  such  a fee,  certainly  it  would 
amount  completely  to  a prohibition. 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  further  Examined. 

7692.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  HAD  you  any  communication  with  Lord  Brougham  in 
the  month  of  December  last,  respecting  the  cases  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole  ? — I 
had. 

7693.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  communication  ? — I requested  his  lordship 
to  have  the  kindness  to  read  all  the  papers  sent  him  relative  to  those'cases  prepara- 
tory to  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  which  was  to  take  place  at  the  house  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Downing-street  on  the  1 8th  of  December. 

7694.  Did  his  lordship  make  any  reply  ? — Yes,  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
perused  the  printed  memorial  of  Mr.  Hardy,  the  pamphlets  of  Mr.  Cole,  and  all 
the  other  documents,  and  that  Mr.  William  Brougham,  who  was  on  a visit  with  him 
at  Petersham,  had  perused  them  at  the  same  time.  I have  in  my  possession  one 
of  the  largest  of  the  papers  with  notes  in  Lord  Brougham’s  handwriting.  He  left 
it  on  Mr.  Spring  Rice’s  table,  and  I brought  it  away  with  me,  and  have  kept  it  from 
that  time. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  7695.  Had  you  any  communication  with  any  other  Commissioners  respecting 

the  same  cases  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole? — Yes;  I requested  most  of  them  to 

5 July  1836.  reac]  tjie  different  papers  circulated,  and  from  what  passed  at  the  Board  I am  con- 
fident that  all  those  members  of  the  Commission  who  had  previously  attended  its 
meetings  had  taken  the  trouble  to  do  so.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  too 
who  presided  at  the  Board  for  the  first  time,  showed  by  his  observations  that  he  was 
fully  acquainted  with  the  matters  then  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  inquiry 
and  adjudication. 

7696.  Was  there  not  on  the  26th  April  1831  (being  little  more  than  a month 
after  the  issuing  of  the  Commission)  a committee  appointed  on  the  best  mode  of 
remunerating  the  Sub-commissioners,  and  who  were  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee ? — There  was  such  a committee.  The  members  of  it  were  the  late  Lord 
Dover,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  and  Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

7697.  Did  such  committee  meet  and  make  any  report? — Yes;  the  committee 
met  more  than  once,  and  examined  all  the  Sub-commissioners.  I have  the  notes 
of  the  examination ; they  made  a short  report  which  was  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Board. 

7698.  By  whom  was  that  report  prepared  ? — I do  not  know. 

7699.  Was  it  prepared  by  yourself? — No. 

7700.  Did  you  furnish  any  notes  or  hints  for  it  ?— No. 

7701.  Was  it  prepared  by  the  committee  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

7702.  Was  there  not  a committee  appointed  on  the  same  26th  April  1831,16 

consider  of  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  stock  of  publications  of  the  Board  ? 

Yes;  Lord  Brougham  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  were  members  of  that  committee- 
subsequently  they  had  Lord  Dover’s  assistance.  On  the  4th  May  1831,  they  were 
instructed  by  the  Board  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  number  of  works  that 
ought  to  be  kept  and  the  number  that  ought  to  be  disposed  of,  and  on  the  20th  of 
the  same  month  Mi\  Ker  communicated  their  report  to  the  Commissioners,  and  in 
consequence  of  that  report,  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Craddock  were  appointed  to  sell 
the  surplus  copies  of  the  publications  at  certain  reduced  prices. 

7703.  Were  you  called  upon  to  render  any  assistance  to  such  committee?— No 
Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  had  communications  with  Messrs. 
Payne  and  Foss,  and  other  booksellers.  I know  nothing  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  committee,  except  as  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board. 

7704.  Was  there  not  an  ord,er  made  by  the  Board  on  the  same  26th  April  1831, 
that  Mr.  Petrie  should  confer  with  Mr.  Petitt  and  Mr.  Allen  upon  the  contents  of 
the  different  volumes  of  the  materials  for  the  “ History  of  Britain”  before  the  same 
go  to  press  ? — There  was. 

7705.  Is  that  order  still  in  force  ?— It  was  in  force  until  the  printing  of  the  first 
volume  of  the  materials  for  the  “ History  of  Britain”  w'as  suspended.  The  contents 
of  that  volume  were  made  known  and  approved  of  five  years  ago.  There  has  been, 
as  yet  no  occasion  to  consider  what  historical  pieces  shall  compose  the  second 
volume. 

7706.  Who  were  the  members  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  4th  May 
] 831,  to  consider  the  utility  and  expediency  of  collecting  and  publishing  the  consti- 
tutional records  from  the  conquest  to  the  accession  of  Edward  L,  and  of  continuing 
the  publication  of  the  “ Parliamentary  Writs  ” ? — Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Sir  Robert 
Inglis,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Utterson;  Sir  James  Mackintosh  was 
afterwards  added  to  the  committee,  such  committee  met  on  the  1st,  the  6th  and 
the  17th  June  1831,  and  prepared  a report  which  is  in  print. 

7707.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  such  report? — Undoubtedly  not.  It  was  I 
believe  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  as  chairman  of  the  committee.  Sif 
James  Mackintosh  appended  to  it  a letter. 

7708.  On  the  20th  May  1831,  was  not  a committee  appointed  to  consider 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  remove  any  of  the  public  records  from  their  present 
repositories,  and  also  to  consider  where  it  would  be  expedient  to  provide  reposi- 
tories for  the  records  to  be  so  removed,  &c.  ? — Yes;  the  members  of  that  committee 
were  Lord  Canterbury,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn  and  Mr.  Protheroe.  They  visited 
several  offices.  Notes  of  the  proceedings  of  that  committee  were  read  by  Mr.  Williams 
Wynn  at  the  Board  of  the  10th  June  1831. 

7709.  Was  there  not  on  the  20th  May  1831  a committee  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  the  plan  of  Mr.  Petrie,  for  the  publication  of  the  materials  of  the  “ History 
of  Britain,”  was  in  conformity  with  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  his 
late  Majesty,  and  did  that  committee  make  any  report? — Mr.  Petitt  and  Mr.  Allen 

formed 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  663 

formed  such  committee.  They  conferred  with  Mr.  Petrie  and  made  a written  re- 
port to  the  Board. 

7710.  On  the  20th  May  1831  an  order  was  made  that  the  secretary  should 
procure  from  the  King’s  printers  specimens  of  the  different  works  which  were  in 
progress  on  the  1 2th  March  then  last  (the  date  of  the  present  Commission),  and  a 
statement  of  the  prices  charged  per  sheet  for  printing,  corrections,  paper,  &c.,  the 
time  of  payment  and  other  particulars,  and  also  the  variations,  if  any,  between  the 
.prices  then  charged  and  the  prices  charged  for  the  former  sheets  of  the  same 
works  ; was  that  order  made  at  your  suggestion  ? — No. 

7711.  At  whose  suggestion  was  it  made  ? — I believe  at  the  suggestion  of  Lord 
Brougham. 

7712.  For  what  object  were  those  specimens  required? — The  object  was  to 
ascertain  if  the  works  in  a course  of  publication  could  be  produced  at  a cheaper 
rate. 

7713.  What  was  the  result  of  that  inquiry? — I took  no  part  in  it.  But 
Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  examined  the  specimens  and  prices,  and  obtained  estimates 
from  various  eminent  printers.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  was,  that  whilst  the 
charges  of  Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode  were  as  moderate  as  those  of  any  of  their 
competitors,  there  was  a strong  probability  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  work 
and  their  long  experience  of  it,  that  it  would  be  better  performed  by  them. 

7714.  Was  there  not  on  the  30th  of  June  1832,  a committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  Mr.  Bayley’s  publication  of  the 
calendars  in  Chancery,  and  his  charges  for  the  same  ; and  did  not  such  committee 
consist  of  Sir  John  Leach,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Bingham? — 
Yes;  Sir  John  Leach,  from  his  avocations  as  Master  of  the  Rolls,  was  not  able 
to  take  any  part  in  that  inquiry.  Mr,  William  Brougham  was  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  made  the  report  which  has  been  printed.  That  committee  met 
.not  fewer  than  seventeen  times  ; each  meeting  lasted  several  hours. 

7715.  On  the  same  30th  June  1832,  was  there  not  a committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  publication  of  the  “ Parliamentary 
Writs,”  and  whether  any  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  plan  ; and  also  to 
inquire  into  the  execution  of  the  volumes  published  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave, 
and  whether  it  was  advisable  that  the  Bklitor  should  be  continued,  and  to 
recommend  a rate  of  remuneration  that  he  should  in  future  receive  ? — Yes, 
Lord  Canterbury,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Baron  Parke,  Mr,  Justice  Bosanquet, 
Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  and  Mr.  Allen  formed,  that  committee.  The  committee  met 
at  the  Speaker’s  on  the  10th  July  and  the  18th  December  1832.  They  made 
their  report  to  the  Board  on  the  9th  March  1833.  Such  report  was,  as  I have 
understood,  prepared  by  Lord  Canterbury  and  Mr.  Williams  Wynn.  I did  not 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  committee. 

7716.  Was  there  not  on  the  1st  of  June  1833,  a committee  appointed  relative 
to  the  materials  for  the  “History  of  Britain”?— Yes,  Mr.  Petitt,  Mr.  Hallam, 
Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe  were  appointed  a committee  to  inquire  into  the 
progress  made  in  that  work,  the  manner  of  its  execution,  the  expenses  incurred, 
and  the  arrangements  made  for  its  prosecution.  There  were  two  meetings  of  the 
committee  ; Mr.  Allen  prepared  a series  of  questions  which,  with  the  written 
answers  of  Mr.  Petrie  and  other  information,  were  laid  before  the  Board. 

7717.  Was  there  notin  the  year  1833  a survey,  made  of  certain  record  reposi- 
tories, in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  Board?— Yes,  on  the  26th  November 
.1832,  it  was  resolved  upon  the.  motion  of  Sir  John  Leach,  that  the  secretary 
should  be  instructed  to  write  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury, 
stating  that  the  Board  considered  it  to  be  their  duty  to  recommend  that  the  several 
repositories  of  the  public  records  should  be  forthwith  surveyed  and  examined,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  in  their  present  state  they  are  sufficient  for 
the  commodious  reception  of  the  records  having  regard  to  security  from  fire  and 
damp,  and  to  a convenient  disposition  of  the  records  for  the  public  access.  And 
if  it  should  appear  that  in  their  present  state  they  are  not  sufficient,  whether  by 
any  and  what  means  they  can  be  rendered  sufficient.  And  further,  that  the  Board 
took  the  liberty  to  suggest  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury 
.the  propriety  of  directing  some  one  of  the  architects  employed  under  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  to  make  the  survey  and  examination  there 
recommended,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  efficacy  of  that  examina- 
tion, the  Board  would  nominate  two  of  their  members  to  be  in  communication  with 
him. 
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7718.  Was  there  no  further  resolution  upon  that  subject? — Yes;  it  wa3 
resolved  that  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  should  attend  the  architect  to  be 
appointed  at  the  several  repositories  of  records  for  the.  purposes  stated  in  the 
resolution. 

7719.  Did  they  do  so? — Yes;  and  they  made  a report  to  the  Board,  which 
has  been  printed. 

7720.  By  whom  was  that  report  drawn  up? — I do  not  know. 

7721.  Was  there  not  a committee  appointed  on  the  30th  March  1833,  to  super- 
intend the  progress  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave? — Yes  ; the  committee  consists  of  the 
Speaker,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanqtiet,  Mr.  Petitt,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr. 
Protheroe  and  Mr.  William  Brougham. 

7722.  Does  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  make  reports  of  his  proceedings  to  such  com- 
mittee?—Yes;  he  reports  to  it  three  times  a year.  He  makes  also  an  annual' 
report. 

7723.  On  the  22d  March  1834,  were  not  committees  appointed  on  the  Welsh 
laws  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  ? — Yes  ; on  that  day  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  Mr. 
Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet  and  Mr.  Protheroe  were  named  a com- 
mittee to  communicate  with  Mr.  Petrie  and  Mr.  Owen,  and  to  inquire  and  report 
to  the  Board  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to  ensure  the  speedy  completion  and 
publication  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Welsh  laws.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Wil- 
liams Wynn,  Mr.  Petitt,  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Allen  were  named  a committee  to 
communicate  with  Mr.  Petrie  and  such  other  persons  as  they  might  deem  it 
advisable  to  consult,  and  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Board  upon  the  means  which 
it  might  be  most  expedient  to  adopt  to  ensure  the  speedy  completion  and  publi- 
cation of  the  new'  edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws.  Such  committees  reported  to 
the  Board  ; Mr.  Allen  prepared  the  report  upon  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws. 

7724.  Was  there  not  some  committee  upon  the  occasion  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
being  named  keeper  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter  House? — Yes  ; Mr.  Williams 
Wynn,  Mr.  Petitt,  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  and  Mr.  Protheroe  were  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  consider  and  state  what  establishment  would  be  necessary  for  assisting 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  in  the  proper  execution  of  his  office,  and  what  fees  should  be 
charged  for  searches  or  for  copies  of  documents.  The  committee  made  its  report, 
which  was  read  at  the  Board  of  the  14th  August  1834. 

7725.  When  was  Mr.  Pitcairn’s  case  before  the  Board  ; was  there  not  a com- 
mittee respecting  it? — A committee  was  named  on  the  17th  January  1835,  to  take 
his  case  (it  is  printed)  and  other  papers  into  consideration.  The  members  of  the 
committee  were.  Lord  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr. 
Petitt,  Mr.  Hallam,  and  Mr.  Allen.  The  committee  met  twice.  Lord  Canterbury 
gave  a great  deal  of  attention  to  the  matter,  and  prepared  the  report. 

7726.  Were  not  Mr.  Petitt  and  Mr.  Hallam  on  the  14th  February  1835,  aP' 
pointed  a committee  to  inspect  certain  sorting  and  calendaring  operations? — Yes; 
they  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  in  the  sorting,  repairing, 
binding  and  calendaring  of  the  records  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  the  mis- 
cellaneous records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office ; and  also  in  the  sorting 
and  calendaring  of  the  miscellaneous  records  at  the  Tower,  and  some  other  matters. 
Mr.  Petitt  and  Mr.  Hallam  made  a short  written  report  to  the  Board. 

7727.  Have  not  other  committees  been  from  time  to  time  named  with  reference 
to  the  works  and  operations  in  progress,  besides  those  I have  mentioned? — Yes; 
many.  For  instance,  there  have  been  numerous  committees  to  select  the  libraries 
to  which  the  publications  of  the  Board  should  be  presented  in  his  Majesty’s 
name. 

1728.  Do  you  consider  that  the  matters  concerning  which  the  Committees 
particularized  by  me  have  reported,  were  of  an  important  nature  ? — I do. 

1729.  Were  such  matters  thoroughly  investigated  by  such  committees? — They 
were. 

7730.  Was  there  anything  in  the  constitution  of  such  committees  that  induces 
you  to  think  that  inquiries  undertaken  and  conducted  by  them  could  be  less  satis- 
factory than  inquiries  conducted  by  committees  of  a different  character  ? — There 
was  not. 

7731.  In  the  beginning  of  your  second  day’s  examination,  you  have  stated  that 
during  the  first  two  years  the  boards  and  committees  were  much  more  numerous 
than  subsequently,  and  you  assign  as  a reason,  that,  during  that  period,  the  Com- 
missioners were  engaged  in  very  special  inquiries  upon  the  nature  of  certain  works 
then  in  the  progress  of  publication;  since  that  time  the  boards  and  committees 
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have  been  comparatively  few ; do  you  think  it  would  have  been  desirable  that  the 
Commissioners  should  have  assembled  oftener? — No;  the  Commissioners  having 
once  determined  upon  the  records  to  be  sorted  and  repaired,  those  to  be  calen- 
dared, and  those  to  be  transcribed  and  printed,  and  having  appointed  Sub-commis- 
sioners and  editors,  and  fixed  their  salaries  or  rates  of  remuneration,  it  cannot  be 
requisite  for  the  Board  to  assemble  more  than  five  or  six  times  a year. 

7732.  Are  periodical  reports  made  to  the  Board  by  persons  in  its  employ  ? — 
Yes;  quarterly  and  monthly  reports  are  made  by  the  Sub-commissioners  and 
other  individuals  paid  by  salaries,  except  in  cases  where  their  progress  is  under  the 
eye  of  the  secretary  or  of  some  member  of  the  Board.  From  editors  remunerated 
by  the  sheet,  or  the  volume,  reports  have  been  rarely  called  for. 

7733-  Do  you  consider  that  such  reports  keep  the  Board  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  progress  made  in  the  works  and  operations  proceeding  under  its  authority? 
— I do. 

7734.  Assuming  that  the  Sub-commissioners  and  editors  are  skilful  and  compe- 
tent persons,  do  you  think  that  a Board,  not  sitting  oftener  than  you  mention,  would 
exercise  a sufficient  control  over  such  Sub-commissioners  and  editors? — I do. 

7735-  Do  you  consider,  looking  generally  at  the  constitution  of  the  present 
Board,  that  there  are  in  it  a number  of  individuals  who  are  capable  of  judging 
of  the  merits  of  the  execution  of  the  works? — I do. 

7736.  From  3'our  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Commission,  can  you  state  to 
the  Committee  that  such  individuals  are  always  ready,  when  called  upon,  to  examine 
sheets  of  a work  passing  through  the  press? — I can. 

7737-  Chairman.']  Will  you  state  whether  the  Commissioners  examined  the 
sheets  of  the  volume  of  the  “ Rotuli  Selecti”  ? — Those  sheets  were  not  examined 
by  any  Commissioner  to  my  knowledge. 

7738.  Though  there  are  some  always  ready  who  are  competent  to  do  this,  it 
is  not  always  done  ? — They  were  not  called  upon  to  examine  the  sheets  of  that 
work. 

7739-  You  have  stated  that  there  are  individuals  among  the  Commissioners  per- 
fectly competent  to  do  it,  and  ready  to  do  it  when  called  upon,  but  they  are  not 
always  called  upon  to  do  it  ? — One  question  put  to  me  I understood  to  be  to  this 
effect,  whether  the  Board  does  not  comprise  individuals  who,  from  their  acquire- 
ments and  learning,  are  capable  of  judging  of  the  merits  of  the  execution  of  the 
works,  and  then  that  question  was  followed  up  by  another,  whether  such  individuals 
are  not  always  ready  when  called  upon  to  examine  the  sheets  of  the  works  passing, 
through  the  press?  my  answer  is,  that  they  are  always  ready  when  called  upon. 

7740.  But  they  are  not  always  called  upon  to  do  it? — Certainly  not,  unless 
there  was  some  suspicion  that  the  editor  to  whom  the  work  was  intrusted  was 
incapable  of  performing  his  task,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Commissioners  would  be 
called  upon  to  examine  the  proof  sheets. 

7741.  Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand  that  unless  a suspicion  has  arisen, 
and  the  accuracy  of  the  work  is  disputed,  the  Commissioners  do  not  take  this 
trouble? — Just  so;  with  reference  to  the  works  in  general,  I may  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  there  are  very  few  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  publications  which  have 
not  been  seen  in  their  progress  by  individual  Commissioners. 

7742.  Seen  in  such  a way  as  they  could  judge  of  their  accuracy? — Ido  not 
think  any  Commissioner  has  ever  undertaken  to  collate  a proof  sheet  of  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave’s  with  the  original  record  ; nor  do  1 conceive  it  was  by  any  means  neces- 
sary ; the  Commissioners  whom  I allude  to  were  consulted  rather  as  to  the  plan  of 
Sir  Francis’s  works. 


7743-  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  any  members 
of  the  Board  respecting  the  frequency  of  its  meetings? — I do  not  recollect  to  have 
had  any  conversation  with  any  Commissioners, upon  that  subject  prior  to  the  pre- 
sent year,  with  the  exception  of  one  Commissioner;  that  Commissioner  has  often 
told  me  that  he  did  not  think  it  requisite  that  the  Board  should  assemble  more  than 
five  or  six  times  a year. 

7744'  Have  you  conferred  with  other  Commissioners  upon  the  subject,  and  da 
they  or  do  they  not  concur  in  the  sentiment  to  which  you  have  last  referred  upon 
that  point  r — I have  conferred  with  other  Commissioners. 

774.')-  Have  these  Commissioners  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  Board  ? — 
1 es,  they  have ; the  opinions  of  the  Commissioners  with  whom  I have  happened  to 
lave  conversed  upon  the  point  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
I have  alluded. 
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C.P.  Cooper  Esq.  774-6.  In  your  answer  to  question  1896,  you  state  that  the  minute  books  of  the 

present  Board  show  that  at  first  numerous  estimates  were  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 

5 July  1836.  Commissioners,  but  that  the  same  for  the  most  part  relate  to  the  unfinished  works  of 
their  predecessors,  and  you  go  on  to  state  that  the  general  rule  adopted  by  the  pre- 
sent Board  is  to  undertake  no  publication  which  cannot  be  terminated  in  a reason- 
able time,  and  at  a moderate  expense ; did  you  mean  to  say  that  no  estimates  of 
other  works  were  ever  prepared  ? — Certainly  not,  that  was  not  my  meaning  ; the 
Committee  will  see  that  in  a subsequent  part  of  my  answer  to  the  same  question, 

I observed  that,  as  to  the  new  publications,  no  very  formal  estimate  was  necessary, 
inasmuch  as  Lord  Brougham  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  and  the  secretary  were  tolera- 
bly conversant  with  the  subject,  and  were  not  likely  to  permit  the  public  money 
to  be  misapplied  ; rough  estimates  were  always  prepared. 

7747.  Chairman .]  "Was  this  any  particular  work  that  was  left  to  Lord 
Brougham  Mr.  Ker  and  yourself? — I have  made  no  mention  of  any  such  particular 
work. 

7748.  You  mean  that  generally  instead  of  having  ah  estimate  of  the  expense, 
the  Commissioners  relied  upon  the  care  of  Lord  Brougham,  Mr.  Ker  and  your- 
self?— I have  no  where  so  stated  ; I have  stated  that  rough  estimates  were  always 
prepared,  and  that  from  the  acquaintance  which  Lord  Brougham,  Mr.  Ker  and  the 
secretary  possessed  with  the  charges  for  printing  and  paper,  no  more  formal 
estimates  were  requisite. 

7749.  Then  in  fact  the  estimates  were  prepared  in  this  rough  form,  and  you 
thought  that  sufficient  on  account  of  the  confidence  which  the  commission  placed 
in  Lord  Brougham,  Mr.  Ker  and  yourself? — Considering  that  certain  members  of 
the  Board  were  very  familiar  with  the  subject,  rough  estimates  were,  I think,  quite 
sufficient.  Those  rough  estimates  have  always  turned  out  to  be  correct. 

7750.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Would  there  be  any  inconvenience  in  such  estimates 
being  for  the  future  formally  laid  before  the  Board  and  entered  upon  the  minutes  of 
its  proceedings  ? — Certainly  not ; the  only  reason  why  estimates  of  the  sort  here 
alluded  to  have  not  been  formally  laid  before  the  Board  and  entered  upon  the 
minutes  of  its  proceedings  was,  that  such  did  not  appear  to  have  been  in  any 
instance  the  usage  of  the  former  commission. 

7751.  Would  you  recommend,  that  henceforth  a different  usage  should  be 
adopted  ? — I would. 

7752.  Do  you  consider  that  any  of  the  publications  of  the  present  Commission 
could  have  been  produced  at  a smaller  cost  ? — I am  quite  sure  they  could  not. 

7753.  Chairman.']  For  instance,  that  work  edited  by  Mr.  Devon,  which 
Mr.  Hunter  had  to  do  over  again,  was  not  more  expense  incurred  there  than  was 
necessary  ? — Mr.  Devon  had  to  pay  the  extra  expense  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

7754.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  As  regards  printing  and  paper,  do  you  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that  the  work  could  not  have  been  executed  at  a smaller  price 
than  the  price  actually  paid  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

77.55-6.  Assuming  that  the  typography  is  to  be  worthy  of  a national  work  ? — Of 
course. 

7757.  Then  as  regards  the  transcription  and  editorship  ? — The  proceedings 
before  this  Committee  exhibit,  if  I am  rightly  informed,  complaints  only  of  too 
low  a scale  of  remuneration  in  these  departments.  They  are,  I am  told,  leading 
features  in  the  charges  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  secretary. 

7758.  Is  there  not  a series  of  records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  called  the  “ Inquisi- 

' tiones  Post  Mortem  ” ? — There  is. 

7759.  Is  not  that  series  of  records  in  a course  of  being  repaired  and  bound 
under  the  order  of  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

7760.  Will  not  that  operation  consume  many  years  ? — Yes. 

7761.  Is  not  that  operation  carried  on  at  the  request  and  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  keeper  of  the  records  and  his  clerks  ? — Yes. 

7762.  Are  not  reports  made  to  the  Board  from  time  to  time  of  the  number  of 
the  inquisitions  repaired  and  bound  ; and  do  not  persons  in  the  employ  of  the 
Board  occasionally  visit  the  Rolls  Chapel  where  the  repairs  are  in  progress  ? — 'Yes. 

7763.  Do  you  consider  any  other  superintendence  requisite? — I do  not. 

7764.  Are  there  not  records  in  the  other  great  offices  of  the  metropolis  which 
from  long  service  and  which  it  may  be  desirable  at  some  future  time  to'  repair  ? — ■ 
There  are. 

7765.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  work  of  repairing  such  records  might  be  safely 
carried  on  upon  the  plan  just  mentioned,  namely,  under  the  superintendence  of 
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the  keepers  or  their  clerks,  and  with  the  guarantee  afforded  by  reports  to  the  boards 
and  occasional  visits  by  persons  in  their  employ  ? — I think  so. 

7766.  Supposing  that  the  repairs  were  proceeding  at  the  same  time  at  several 
different  offices,  do  you  think  that  the  mere  inspection  of  the  work  would  usefully 
occupy  the  time  of  one  or  two  persons  ? — I am  disposed  to  think  it  would  not;  but 
I believe  upon  that  subject  I differ  from  one  or  two  of  the  Commissioners. 

7767.  But  you  think  it  useful  that  one  person  or  two  persons  in  the  employ  of 
the  Commission  should  occasionally  visit  these  offices  ?— I see  no  occasion  for  two 
persons  visiting  the  offices ; but  it  has  often  struck  me  that  it  might  be  beneficial 
were  Mr.  Stevenson  or  Mr.  Black  instructed  periodically  to  visit,  not  only  the 
offices  in  which  the  clerks  and  workmen  of  the  Commission  are  employed,  but 
also  all  the  other  principal  record  repositories  of  the  metropolis,  and  make  a quarterly 
report  to  the  Board  of  any  thing  worthy  of  notice  that  might  have  occurred  therein. 
Such  a task  would  interfere  very  little  with  their  other  pursuits.  It  would  be  re- 
quisite, however,  to  come  to  some  understanding  with  the  keepers  of  records,  or 
such  an  interference  might  be  deemed  impertinent,  and  produce  ill  instead  of 


7768.  What  is  the  other  description  of  work  ordinarily  performed  under  the 
authority  of  the  Commission,  besides  the  transcription,  printing  and  repairing  of 
the  records  ? — Sorting,  arranging  and  calendaring. 

7769.  Do  the  persons  engaged  in  that  work  report  their  progress  to  the  Board  ? 
— Yes,  monthly  and  quarterly  reports  are  made. 

7770.  Is  not  Mr.  Stevenson  engaged  in  sorting  and  calendaring  the  miscellaneous 
records  at  the  Tower? — He  is. 

7771.  What  assurance  have  the  Commissioners  that  that  work  is  properly  per- 
formed?— Mr.  Stevenson  formerly  held  some  place  in  the  manuscript  department  at 
the  British  Museum,  and  was  reported  to  be  a most  industrious  individual,  and  pe- 
culiarly skilful  in  that  kind  of  operation  which  has  been  entrusted  to  him  by  the 
Board ; he  is  well  aware  that  it  is  to  this  reputation  that  he  is  indebted  for  his 
present  situation,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  will  do  nothing  to  forfeit 
it,  as  he  knows  that  the  eyes  of  the  Commissioners  are  upon  him,  and  that  the  per- 
manence of  his  employment  depends  upon  the  continued  and  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  his  task.  His  operations  were  inspected  by  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Petitt 
last  year.  His  quarterly  reports  are  fonvarded  to  those  Commissioners  most 
capable  of  judging  of  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  labours. 

7772.  The  Commission  has  always  exercised  the  sort  of  control  now  described 
by  you  over  the  proceedings  of  all  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  same  way  with  Mr. 
Stevenson? — Yes,  always,  since  I have  been  secretary. 

7773-  Do  you  consider  this  control  sufficient? — I do. 

7774-  There  seems  no  reasonable  doubt  of  its  being  sufficient  where  the  party  is 
paid  by  piece-work,  but  may  it  not  be  doubted  whether  it  is  sufficient  where  the 
party  is  paid  by  salary  ? — There  is  a difference  in  the  two  cases  ; but  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, that  the  salary  is  moderate,  and  that  an  account  of  the  work  done  is 
rendered  at  short  intervals ; the  party  too  cannot  be  uninfluenced  by  a circum- 
stance sufficiently  notorious  in  the  record  ward  namely,  that  the  existing  Commis- 
sioners have  invariably  visited  incompetency  or  neglect  of  duty  by  deprivation 
of  office. 


7775-  1°  your  examination  you  say,  “ Had  the  Board  not  constantly  required 
pecuniary  accommodation,  I should  long  since  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  propose 
that  the  Parliamentary  grant  should  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England,  and  drawn 
out  by  checks  signed  by  the  Commissioners,”  did  Mr.  Protheroe  ever  make  to  you 
any  suggestion  of  this  kind  ? — No. 

7776-  Chairman .]  Have  you  got  any  order  of  the  Board,  regarding  Mr.  Steven- 
son, to  sort  and  arrange  the  records  in  the  Tower  ? — I cannot  produce  the  order  at 
present. 


7777*  Is  there  any  such  order? — I think  there  is. 

7778.  He  was  directed  to  make  collections  for  the  “ Fcedera”  ? — I cannot  speak 
decidedly  to  that  point  without  having  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  minutes. 

7779-  You  cannot  without  examining  the  minutes  say  whether  Mr.  Stevenson 
was  sent  to  the  Tower  to  sort  and  arrange  or  merely  to  collect  for  the  “ Fcedera”  ? — 
I very  much  mistake  if  be  was  not  directed  to  sort  and  arrange  the  miscellaneous 
records,  and  also  to  select  out  of  them  those  documents  that  were  fit  to  be  tran- 
scribed for  the  “ Fcedera  ” ; but  I am  not  certain  as  to  the  form  of  the  order. 

°-3 3-  4 p 2 7780.  Sir 
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7780.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  You  were  referring  to  a mode  by  which  the  Parlia- 
mentary grant  for  the  service  of  the  Record  Commissioners  might  best  be  paid  into 
the  Bank  of  England ; is  there  not  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  came  into  operation 
at  the  close  of  1834,  which  opens  a convenient  way  to  this  object? — Yes,  it  is  the 
“ Act  to  regulate  the  Office  of  Receipt  of  His  Majesty’s  Exchequer  at  West- 
minster.” By  that  Act  all  public  monies  which  were  theretofore  payable  into 
the  Exchequer  at  Westminster  are  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England 
to  the  credit  of  the  Exchequer;  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  are 
empowered,  in  cases  of  monies  voted  by  Parliament  out  of  the  consolidated 
fund  or  specially  appropriated  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  any  particular  objects  or 
services,  from  time  to  time  to  require  by  warrant  under  their  hands  the  Comp- 
troller-General of  the  Receipt  and  Issue  of  the  Exchequer  (an  office  created 
by  that  statute  in  the  place  of  the  abolished  offices  of  auditors,  tellers,  clerk 
of  the  pells,  &c.)  to  direct  the  governor 'and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
to  grant  credit  to  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  apply  such  monies  to  such 
objects  or  services,  and  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  are  directed 
to  grant  such  credit  on  account  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  Treasury  warrant. 
It  struck  me  the  first  time  I perused  this  Act  that  it  presented  a ready  mode 
of  applying  the  money  granted  for  the  service  of  the  Record  Board,  without  its 
passing  into  the  hands  either  of  the  Commissioners  or  the  secretary. 

7781.  In  the  same  day’s  examination,  in  answer  to  the  question,  “Then  the 

Board  never  interferes  in  the  actual  fact  of  payment?”  you  say,  “ When  any 
obstacle  arises  which  the  previous  instructions  of  the  Commissioners  do  not  enable 
me  to  overcome,  then  I invariably  have  recourse  to  the  Board  for  its  directions 
can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  some  instances  in  which  you  have  so  had 
recourse  to  the  Board  ? — Yes.  In  the  summer  of  1832,  I was  at  a loss  upon  what 
footing  to  settle  the  account  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  and  the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  Commissioners  at  the  Board  held  the  16th  June  1832,  when  it  was 
ordered  as  follows  : — “ That  the  secretary  do  settle  the  account  of  Mr.  Palgrave 
for  the  year  beginning  March  1831,  and  ending  March  1832,  upon  the  footing 
of  the  arrangement  made  between  Mr.  Palgrave  and  the  former  Commission ; but 
notice  is  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Palgrave  that  the  mode  and  rate  of  his  remuneration 
for  the  future  must  depend  upon  the  decision  of  the  Board.”  Again,  at  the  Board 
of  the  9th  August  1832,  a memorial  from  Mr.  Bayley  of  the  Record  Office  at  the 
Tower,  respecting  his  unliquidated  accounts  having  been  read,  the  secretary  was 
directed  to  examine  such  accounts  for  business  done  under  the  present  Board,  and 
to  make  him  a small  payment  in  respect  thereof.  The  amount  of  such  payment,  it 
will  be  seen,  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  secretary,  who  advanced  to  Mr. 
Bayley  150/.  On  the  9th  March  1833,  the  attention  of  the  Board  was  again 
drawn  to  the  subject  of  Mr.  Bayley’s  unpaid  bills,  when  special  reference  being 
had  to  the  passage  in  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed* to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  connected  with  Mr.  Bayley’s  publication  of  the  “ Chancery  Calendars” 
and  his  charges  for  the  same,  and  which  passage  stated  that  the  excess  of  charge 
made  by  Mr.  Bayley  in  the  single  article  of  transcription  was,  after  making  every 
allowance,  greatly  above  the  amount  of  his  bills  still  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  secretary  should  set  off  the  amount  of  such,  bills 
against  such  excess  of  charge,  but  without  prejudice,  first  to  the  right  of  the  Board 
to  claim  the  remainder  of  such  excess  of  charge,  and,  secondly,  to  the  question  of 
the  reasonableness  and  propriety  of  the  items  of  such  unpaid  bills.  Further,  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Bayley,  praying  for  a reconsideration  of  his  case,  particularly  with 
a view  to  his  bills  for  work  done  under  the  order  of  the  Board,  and  to  any  balance 
due  to  him  for  the  same,  having  been  remitted  to  the  same  committee 

7782.  Chairman .]  Then  it  amounts  to  this,  that  in  this  case  of  Mr.  Bayley’s  bill, 
you  consulted  the  Commissioners,  and  that  they  did  something  about  it  ? — The  state- 
ment that  I am  making  is  designed  to  show  that  Mr.  Bayley’s  claim  to  have  his  bills 
discharged  was  fully  investigated  by  the  Commissioners.  There  was,  as  I have  before 
stated,  a committee  appointed  upon  Mr.  Bayley’s  case,  which  met  17  times.  I now 
mention  Mr.  Bayley’s  bills  as  one  of  the  instances  in  which  a difficulty  having- 
occurred,  the  secretary  went  to  the  Commissioners.  ' 

7783.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.']  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  perusal  of  the  minute  book 
would  furnish  many  other  instances  in  which  questions  were  brought  before  the 
Board  for  their  determination  ? — The  minute  book  would  afford  many  other 
instances.  In  fact,  whenever  there  was  the  slightest  difficulty  respecting  the 
remuneration  to  parties,  the  secretary  consulted  the  Board. 

7784.  Chairman .] 
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"784.  Chairman .]  But  it  was  always  done  upon  the  secretary’s  motion,  was  it 
n0£? No;  Mr.  Bayley  addressed  the  Board  directly. 

You  refused  to  pay  Mr.  Bayley’s  bill,  thinking  it  an  improper  one,  and  he 
applied  to  the  Board  ? — I do  not  think  that  such  was  the  case. 

"7786.  How  did  it  originate? — It  originated  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Bayley’s 

committee. 

7787.  How  did  the  committee  originate? — In  a memorial  from  Mr.  Bayley 
respecting  his  unliquidated  accounts. 

7788.  Mr.  Bayley  applied  to  the  Board  because  you  refused  to  pay  him? — I had 
no  authority  to  pay  Mr.  Bayley. 

7789.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.~\  Was  or  was  not  the  case  the  same  in  the  matter  of  Mr. 
Pitcairn,  and  in  the  matter  of  Mr.  Cole  ? — Not  in  both  those  matters.  Mr.  Bay- 
ley  made  claims  upon  the  Commissioners  for  work  done  under  the  old  Board.  I 
could  not  recognize  or  discharge  those  claims  without  taking  the  instructions  of 
the  Board  respecting  them. 

7790.  Chairman.'],  Did  you  not  discharge  some  claims  without  taking  the 
instructions  of  the  Board? — Yes,  for  work  done  under  the  present  Commission; 
where  there  has  been  no  difference  between  myself  and  the  editors  or  transcribers, 
I have  discharged  the  account  without  consulting  the  Board. 

7791.  In  those  cases,  the  other  parties  not  being  satisfied  with  your  conduct, 
applied  to  the  Board  ? — It  was  no  such  thing. 

7792.  Was  it  not  so  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cole  ? — Mr.  Cole’s  was  a case  for  work 
done  under  the  present  Board. 

7793.  If  Mr.  Cole  had  taken  the  sum  you  offered  to  him  nothing  would  have 
been  said  to  the  Board  about  it  ? — Mr.  Cole’s  case  illustrates  what  I stated,  that 
whenever  a difficulty  arises  I consult  the  Board. 

7794.  Did  you  consult  the  Board  or  did  Mr.  Cole ; did  not  Mr.  Cole  apply  to 
the  Board  saying  that  he  had  a claim  upon  the  Board  which  you  would  not  pay? — 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  Board  which  met  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer’s last  December. 

7795.  Was  not  it  in  consequence  of  a dispute  between  you  and  Mr.  Cole  that 
his  claim  came  before  the  Board? — Yes;  I have  so  stated  several  times.  The 
case  was  brought  simultaneously  by  both  of  us  before  the  Board.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  kindly  undertook  to  preside  at  a Board  called  for  the  express 
purpose  of  having  that  claim  adjudicated  upon. 

7796.  Sir  Robert  Inglisi]  Was  the  case  the  same  in  the  matter  of  Mr.  Pitcairn, 
that  is  to  say,  did  he  represent  to  the  Board  the  distress  he  sustained  from  non- 
payment of  his  account,  and  did  you  represent  to  the  Board  that  you-  did  not  feel, 
under  the  circumstances,  justified  in  making  any  payment  to  him ; and  did  you 
accordingly  take  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  upon  the  question  of  the  payment  to 
Mr.  Pitcairn? — The  claim  of  Mr.  Pitcairn  was  one  which  it  would  have  been  a 
gross  breach  of  my  duty  to  have  discharged  without  taking  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  upon  it.  Of  course  in  all  those  cases  I must  exercise  a discretion ; where, 
with  reference  to  work  done  under  the  existing  Commission,  there  is  no  difference 
between  myself  and  the  editors,  transcribers  or  clerks,  the  accounts  are  discharged 
provided  I have  funds  in  hand.  Where  there  is  any  disagreement  I go  to  the 
Board  for  the  sake  of  relieving  myself  from  any  unpleasant  responsibility. 

7797.  Is  there  not  an  order  of  the  Board  that  in  future  the  engagements  of 
all  persons,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Board  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
defined  in  writing,  specifying  the  nature  of  the  service  and  terms  of  remuneration  ? 
— Yes. 

7798.  When  was  that  order  made?— It  was  made  on  the  18tli  of  December 
last,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet. 

7799.  In  the  11th  day’s  examination  a question  was  put  to  you  respecting  a 
letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  late  Mr.  Cayley.  The  chairman  observed  “ He, 
(meaning  Mr.  Cayley)  complains  of  the  very  limited  time  that  the  Speaker,  as  chair- 
man, had  the  power  of  allotting  to  the  duties  of  the  Board,  which  for  that  reason 
could  seldom  meet  for  more  than  two  hours  at  a sitting,  the  difficulty  of  collecting 
together  a sufficient  number  of  Commissioners  to  make  a Board,  most  of  them  being 
persons  of  high  rank  and  important  official  station.”  The  question  then  proceeds 
to  quote  the  passage  of  a letter  written  by  you  to  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker.  “ You 
state  yourself  in  that  letter,  substitute  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  The  Speaker  and 
my  course  does  not  differ  from  that  pursued  by  Mr.  Cayley,  except  as  to  the 
reading  of  the  minutes.  You  state  that  our  meetings  have  been  even  of  shorter 

O.33.  4 J?  3 duration 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  duration  than  those  of  the  former  Commissioners,  for  you  do  not  recollect  one 

- that  has  lasted  two  hours,  and  you  state  that  much  of  that  time  has  been  wasted 

5 July  1836.  jn  discussing  applications  on  the  part  of  librarians  and  individuals  for  the  publica- 
tions of  'the  Commission.  You  state  at  the  end  that  after  a lapse  of  fourteen 
months,  since  you  have  been  in  the  office,  an  attendance  at  a single  Board  must 
have  furnished  ample  proof  that  it  was  not  there  that  the  details  of  the  business 
of  the  Commission  was  transacted.”  Now  what  were  the  dates  of  Mr.  Cayley’s 
letters  to  you  and  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker  ? — Mr.  Cayley’s  letter  to 
me  is  dated  the  11th  June  1832,  and  my  letter  to  Mr.  Ker  is  dated  the  13th 
June  1832. 

7800.  From  the  date  of  the  Commission  in  the  spring  of  1831  to  June  1832 
did  not  Lord  Brougham  take  the  principal  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Commission? 
—He  did. 

7801.  Were  not  the  meetings  of  the  Board  generally  held  in  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  room  at, Westminster? — Yes. 

7802.  Were  those  meetings  occasionally  interrupted  by  his  lordship  being- 
summoned  to  cabinet  councils  ? — They  were. 

7803.  Chairman .]  Frequently  ?—  Several  times. 

7804.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.~\  Was  it  that  circumstance  that  abridged  the  duration  of 
the  Board,  and  rendered  it  impossible  to  transact  those  details  of  business  which 
are  alluded  to  in  your  letter  to  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker? — Yes. 

7805.  Was  it  not  in  consequence  of  the  Board’s  being  thus  unexpectedly  in- 
terrupted or  abridged  that,  subsequently  to  June  1832,  the  management  of  the 
Commission  became  in  a great  measure  transferred  to  Lord  Canterbury?— 
It  was. 

7806.  Subsequently  to  that  period,  were  the  Board  generally  summoned  to  meet 
atfflthe  Speaker’s  house  in  New  Palace  Yard? — Yes. 

*7807.  In  the  fifth  day’s  examination,  question  1298,  Mr  Protheroe  is  asked 
whether  printing  was  not  resumed  before  the  arrangement  of  the  records  was 
completed  ? his  answer  is,  “ The  arrangement,  so  far  from  being  completed,  is  a 
word  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  present  state  of  the  records  in  any  one  office  in 
the  kingdom,  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Tower,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
classification  of  the  records have  you  any  remark  to  make  on  the  subject  of  the 
printing  having  been  resumed  whilst  there  were  records  still  unarranged,  and  is  it 
your  opinion  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Tower,  the  records  in  the  different 
offices  are  unarranged  and  unclassified? — In  answer  to  that  question,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Committee,  I will  deliver  in  a statement  which  I have  prepared 
upon  this  subject. 

\Tlie  same  was  delivered  in  and  read  as  follows :] 

The  question  was,  I believe,  put  by  the  chairman,  and  the  implication  in  it  is  this,  that 
the  Commission  has  shown  bad  judgment  in  proceeding  to  print  records,  inasmuch  as  there 
was  a probability  that  matter  which  ought  to  form  part  of  such  publication  was  unknown, 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  better  arrangement  in  the  offices,  and  a more  complete 
knowledge  of  the  contents  of  them.  This  idea  appears  to  have  possessed  the  chairman’s 
mind.  It*  is  found  in  several  parts  of  the  examination.  Now,  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
serious  objection  to  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission,  had  there  been  any 
show  of  factor  probability  to  justify  the  raising  of  such  a charge.  It  is  met,  answered 
and  refuted  at  once,  by  referring  to  what  has  been  and  are  the  works  ir.  which  the  Com- 
mission is  and  has  been  engaged. 

1.  The  Close  Rolls. — I presume  no  one  will  contend  any  addition  can  be  made  to  the 
documents  of  this  class,  that  have  been  ascertained. 

2.  The  Patent  Rolls. — The  same  remark  may  be  made. 

3.  The  Nqrman  Rolls. 

4.  Rotuli  de.  Ablates  et  Finibus  are,  I conceive,  not  likely  to  have  any  of  the  chasms  ever 
filled  up. 

5.  Excerpta  e Rotulis  Finium. — Only  excerpts;  but  probably  no  other  rolls  of  this  class 
ever  likely  to  be  produced  for  the  period  to  which  this  work  is  confined. 

6.  Pipe  Roll  of  31  Henry  I. — Not  susceptible  of  addition. 

7.  Pipe  Rolls  of  Henry  II.,  Richard  and  John. — The  series  is  entire. 

8.  The  Chancellor’s  Roll  of  third  John. — Not  susceptible  of  addition. 

9.  The  Select  Rolls  from  the  Chapter  House. — Some  complete  in  themselves,  others  only 
excerpts. 

10.  Rotuli  Curias  Regis. — Complete  it  is  believed  as  far  as  published. 

u.  The  Pedes  Finium  for  Richard  and  John. — As  each  of  these  is  a distinct  instrument, 
there  is  a possibility  that  some  of  them  may  have  strayed  from  their  proper  depository, 
and  so  be  unknown;  but  the  probability  is  small,  and  the  number  (supposing  it  to  be  so) 
cannot  be  great. 

& 12.  The 
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a 2.  The  Privy  Council  Books.— This  work  is  to  be  spoken  of  with  perhaps  less  con- 
fidence than  some  others;  but  it  is  presumed,  that  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  has  not  shown  any 
want  of  research  in  seeking  for  the  dispersed  materials.  These  being  the  record  books 
printed  by  the  present  Commission,  it  may  fairly  be  asked  what  advantage  would  have 
been  gained  by  delaying  the  preparation  of  them,  because  that,  in  the  future  arrangement 
of  the  offices,  other  portions  of  such  records  might  be  found  ? Thus  much  as  to  the  question. 
The  answer  of  Mr.  Protheroe  does  not  meet  what  seems  to  have  been  the  idea  in  the  mind  of 
ihe  chairman,  but  contains  a general  assertion,  that  there  is  nothing  like  arrangement  in 
any  one  office,  in  the  kingdom,  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Tower,  qualified  by  a 
clause  which  to  me  is  not  intelligible.  It  is  hard  to  understand  how  any  one  can  have  such 
an  acquaintance  with  every  office  in  the  kingdom,  to  venture  upon  an  assertion  in  which  a 
strong  censure  is  implied  on  all  keepers  and  clerks  on  such  establishments,  and  especially  as 
it  is  opposed  to  a strong  antecedent,  probably  arising  out  of  the  interests  of  persons 
connected  with  these  establishments,  in  most  instances,  leading  them  to  keep  up  a certain 
order  and  arrangement.  Facility  of  reference  is  important  to  them.  It  is  important  to 
them  to  know  as  fully  as  may  be  what  they  have,  as  increasing  the  probabilities  of  demands 
for  transcripts  and  production ; and  it  is  universally  found  that  the  keepers  and  clerks  desire 
to  increase  the  amount  of  record  matter  in  their  custody,  because  the  greater  the  amount 
the  more  valuable  their  appointment ; and  the  ascertainment  of  record  matter  previously 
unknown  to  them  is  much  the  same  as  addition  of  new  material.  But  it  may  be  better  to 
look  to  what  is  the  actual  state  in  this  respect  of  the  principal  offices. 

1.  The  Chapter  House. — This  repository  contains  documents  so  various  in  their  cha- 
racter and  origin,  that  it  is  here  more  difficult  than  in  perhaps  any  other  repository  to 
maintain  any  perfect  arrangement,  or  to  be  sure  that  whatever  document  it  contains  can  be 
at  once  referred  to.  But  it  is  presumed  that  the  several  classes  of  documents  are  kept 
apart ; and  of  the  documents  called  “ Miscellaneous,”  of  which  the  number  is  very  great,  that 
there  are  calendars,  with  references  to  the  places  of  their  deposit,  so  that  reference  can  be 
made  to  many  of  them  at  any  time.  The  sub-arrangement  in  the  classes  is  in  some  said  to 
be  complete.  In  other  classes,  at  least  in  the  class  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
Wards  and  Liveries,  it  is  understood  that  there  is  a great  want  of  arrangement.  There  are 
also  many  miscellaneous  documents  not  ascertained  or  arranged  ; but  the  work  of  assorting, 
arranging  and  calendaring  is  going  on  under  the  care  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

2.  The  Tower. — This  repository  is  excepted  by  Mr.  Protheroe  out  of  bis  charge. 
Mr.  Hardy,  as  I am  told  in  his  evidence,  expressed  a strong  opinion  on  the  arrangement 
being  admirable,  and  the  contents  well  ascertained. 

3.  Parliament  Office. — Judging  from  the  return  made  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  December  37th 
1832,  it  would  appear  that  the  contents  of  this  office  are  well  ascertained  and  arranged  ; I 
have  no  other  knowledge  respecting  it. 

4.  Paper  Office,  House  of  Commons. — The  Report  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Journals  men- 
tions schedules  referring  to  the  documents  under  his  care. 

5.  State  Paper  Office. — The  arrangement  is  believed  to  be  admirable  in  its  plan  and 
excellent  in  its  execution.  I was  shown  a year  or  two  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Lemon,  a small 
• collection  of  still  unsorted  documents  which  I understood  to  be  the  whole  of  which  the 
nature  was  not  perfectly  well  known.  I pass  over  such  offices  as  the  Privy  Council  Office, 
the  Privy  Seal  Office/the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Signet  and  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth 
as  probably  not  in  the  intention  of  Mr.  Protheroe.  Neither  indeed  is  it  believed  open  to 
the  charge. 

6.  The  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office. — The  return  of  Mr.  Danvers,  7th  of  April  1832, 
shows  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  this  office,  and  a distribution  of  the 
records  into  classes ; but  he  states  that  in  making  arrangement  for  their  final  deposit  a 
considerable  portion  will  require  to  be  reassorled  and  their  relative  positions  to  be  mate- 
rially changed. 

7.  The  Duchv  of  Cornwall  Office. — It  would  appear  from  the  return  that  the  contents 
of  this  office  are  well  arranged,  namely,  first  in  classes,  and  secondly  in  chronological 
order. 

8.  The  College  of  Arms. — There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  office  contains  any 
documents  which  are  not  perfectly  well  known  to  the  registrar  and  other  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  it. 

9-  The  Rolls  Chapel. — The  great  mass  of  the  records  in  this  repository  are  in  a per 
feet  state  of  arrangement  and  kept  so  by  the  rules  of  the  office.  The  exceptions  are,  that 
some  of  the  privy  seal  and  signed  bill  bundles,  and  that  some  of  the  decree  rolls  in  1833 
were  not  in  regular  order,  and  that  certain  documents  placed  under  the  head  of  “ Miscel- 
lanea” in  the  return  of  that  year  were  not  placed  in  regular  order. 

10.  The  Crown  Office. — All  the  records  of  modern  date,  and  as  would  appear  by  the 
return  of  1831  well  ascertained. 

n*  The  Petty  Bag  Office. — The  return  shows  a state  of  order  and  arrangement. 

12.  The  Six  Clerks’  Office  and  other  minor  Offices  in  Chancery. — The  returns  from 
these  offices  manifest  no  want  of  order  and  anangement. 

13.  King’s  Bench  Records  and  Common  Pleas  Records. — These  consist  for  the  most 
part  of  a series  of  rolls  and  bundles.  There  is  no  defect  in  the  arrangement. 

34.  Auditor  and  Chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer.  A new  arrangement  made  since  1800, 
which  is  stated  in  the  return  to  be  as  convenient  as  the  character  and  nature  of  the  records 
will  admit  of. 

15-  The  Pell  Office. — The  records  in  this  office  are  now  being  arranged,  and  their  nature 
ascertained. 

0,33*  4 p 4 16.  King’s 
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C.  P. Cooper,  Esq.  16.  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Records— The  long  series  of  records  are  arranged.  Much 

attention  has  been  paid  by  the  Commission  to  the  arrangement  of  the  miscellaneous 

5 July  183&.  records  of  this  office. 

17.  Lord  Treasurer  Remembrancer’s  Records.— The  remembrancer  returned  that  the 
records  are  arranged  by  reigns,  and  every  record  book  and  index  is  found  without  the  least 
difficulty. 

18.  Pipe  Office. — The  series  of  pipe  rolls  is  complete  from  second  Henry  II.  to  the 
present  time,  excepting  the  rolls  of  first  Henry  III.  and  seventh  Henry  IV.,  and  is  kept  in 
a state  of  perfect  arrangement.  The  other  records  of  this  office,  owing  to  their  extremely 
inconvenient  depository,  and  the  little  inquiry  made  after  them,  are  not  well  arranged. 

19.  Comptroller  of  the  Pipe. — It  appears  by  the  return  that  his  records  were  not  well 

^To/* Auditors  of  Land  Revenue  for  England  and  for  Wales. — These  records  are  not  in  a 
good  state  of  arrangement. 

21.  The  Augmentation  Office. — It  has  been  stated  before  this  Committee,  that  there  has 
been  a new  and  greatly  improved  arrangement  made  in  this  office,  under  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mission. Upon  this  p*oint,  former  parts  of  my  evidence  may  be  consulted. 

22.  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury. — The  wills,  the  most  material  of  the  documents 
here  deposited,  are  supposed  to  be  in  perfect  order,  and  are  easily  consultable. 

7808.  Can  yon  furnish  to  the  Committee  any  analysis  of  the  account  showing 
the  expenditure  upon  that  work  of  classing,  calendaring  and  arranging,  and  binding 
the  records,  and  if  you  can  will  you  deliver  it  in?— Yes;  the  accounts  have  been 
carefully  analysed  with  reference  to  the  printed  returns,  and  I present  to  the  Com- 
mittee by  way  of-  a specimen  of  the  result,  a copy  of  the  analysis  of  the  account 
for  the  year  beginning  March  1831  and  ending  March  1832.  {The  Witness 
delivered  in  the  same.']  If  the  Committee  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  this 
analysis  with  the  printed  return,  it  will  be  found  that  every  sum  corresponds.  Even 
the  balancing  item  of  363/.  155'.  10 d.,  when  divided  into  its  component  parts,  is 
correct  to  a fraction  of  a penny,  which  by  a recent  Act  of  Parliament  it  is  per- 
mitted to  pass  unnoticed  in  the  auditing  of  the  public  accounts.  The  analysis  of 
the  account  for  the  year  beginning  March  1832  and  ending  March  1833,  in  like 
manner  demonstrates  its  correspondence  with  the  printed  return,  with  one 
exception.  Under  the  date  of  the  19th  June  1832,  the  sum  stated  in  the  return 
to  have  been  paid  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  is  1,302 1.  195.  9 c/. ; whereas  3 d.  less 
was  paid,  as  appears  by  the  account.  The  last  item,  therefore,  in  the  printed 
return,  which  balances  the  disbursements  for  the  year  in  question,  is  3d.  less  than 
it  ought  to  have  been.  I have  had  this  balancing  item  also  separated  into  its 
component  parts;  and  the  items  as  extracted  from  the  accounts  come  to  just  3c?. 
more  than  in  the  printed  return. 

7809.  In  answer  to  questions  1301  and  1303,  it  is  stated  in  substance  that 
Lord  Chancellor  Brougham  quitted  the  room  and  broke  up  the  Board,  and  thereby 
'prevented  the  discussion  at  the  Board  of  a subject  of  which  a member  of  the  Board 
had  given  notice ; can  you  refer  to  any  minutes  which  will  enable  you  to  state  to 
this  Committee  whether  Lord  Brougham  broke  up  the  Board  in  the  manner  here 
stated,  or  whether  any  other  quorum  Commissioners  were  present  upon  that  occa- 
sion, and  carried  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  ? — Lord  Brougham  was  obliged 
to  leave  in  order  to  attend  a cabinet  council ; but  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  took 
the  chair,  and  the  business  was  continued  in  the  usual  manner. 

7810.  Had  any  letter  of  Mr.  Protheroe  been  printed  on  the  subject  of  the 
business  which  he  desired  to  bring  before  the  Board?— Yes;  a letter  containing 
notices  had  been  printed. 

7811.  Are  you  aware  whether  each  Commissioner  had  received  a printed  copy 
of  that  letter? — Yes;  each  Commissioner  had  received  a copy. 

7812.  What  quorum  Commissioners  were  present? — The  quorum  Commis- 
sioners, besides  Lord  Brougham,  who  were  present,  were  Sir  John  Leach  and  Mr. 
Dundas ; there  were  also  present  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr  Bellenden 
Ker  and  Mr.  William  Brougham. 

7813.  Chairman , to  Mr.  Protheroe.]  Is  it  still  your  impression  that  the  meeting 
was  broken  up  when  Lord  Brougham  left  ? — I consider  that  virtually  the  Board 
was  broken  up. 

7814.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  when  Lord  Brougham  Avent  out  of  the  room  the 
meeting  was  in  fact  broken  up  ? — I consider  that  by  Lord  Brougham’s  leaving  the 
room,  all  the  Commissioners  rose  as  if  the  business  was  concluded,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners appeared  to  me  to  consider  that  the  meeting  was  broken  up ; but  upon  my 
continuing  to  press  the  motion,  they  put  the  Lord  Clerk  Registrar,  Mr.  Dundas,  m 
the  chair,  and  we  stood  talking  about  the  table. 

7815.  Then 
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7815.  Then  in  fact  the  meeting-  did  not  break  up  because  one  chairman  havino- 
left  they  chose  another? — It  was  not  broken  up  so  as  not  to  be  re-formed  again  ; but 
I still  adhere  to  my  former  statement.  I never  saw  a meeting  so  broken  up  before, 
and  I consider  that  the  Board  was  broken  up  in  a very  extraordinary  manner,  and 
I felt,  as  I believe  any  other  person  in  my  situation  would  have  felt,  that  my 
motions  were  attempted  to  be  set  aside.  I may  be  in  error;  such  however  was 
my  impression  at  the  time. 

7816.  Then  you  and  Mr.  Cooper  do  not  differ  about  the  matter  of  fact,  because 
you  merely  complained  that  Lord  Brougham  left  the  room  in  a way  which  pre- 
vented your  resolutions  being  properly  discussed,  and  Mr.  Cooper  does  not  deny 
the  fact  of  Lord  Brougham  leaving  the  room,  but  he  says  that  the  meeting  was 
not  broken  up,  which  you  admit  ? — Yes. 

7817.  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  to  Mr.  Cooper .]  Has  Mr.  Protheroe  ever  desired  that 
any  adjourned  notice  of  motion  should  take  precedence  at  the  succeeding  meeting 
of  the  Commissioners  ? — Never. 

7818.  If  he  had  expressed  such  a desire,  should  you  have  placed  such  notice  at 
the  head  of  the  “ Agenda”  ? — Undoubtedly. 

7819.  In  answer  to  question  1327,  Mr.  Protheroe  says,  “Mr.  Cooper  told  me 
he  thought  it  inexpedient  that  Parliament  should  become  cognizant  of  our  having 
given  what  must  be  viewed  as  a pension  by  the  Commission,  that  the  “Agenda” 
would  be  in  the  library  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  this  grant  would 
thereby  become  known to  what  does  Mr.  Protheroe  refer  ? — I have  not  the 
slightest  recollection  of  this  conversation,  and  I will  not  believe  that  I made  such 
a remark  as  that  attributed  to  me.  Mr.  Protheroe  must  refer  to  Sir.  Cayley’s 
salary  as  Sub-commissioner,  arranger  and  repairer  of  records. 

, 7819.*  Under  what  circumstances  was  that  salary  given? — The  salary  was 
given  for  services  to  be  rendered ; so  far  were  the  Commissioners  from  considering 
it  in  the  nature  of  a pension,  that  in  March  1834  an  order  was  made  that  if 
Mr.  Cayley  should  not  on  the  31st  of  that  month  be  capable  of  discharging  the 
duties  of  his  office,  the  salary  should  then  terminate. 

7820.  Chairman.']  Did  he  ever  discharge  any  duties  for  that  salary? — I believe 
he  did. 

7827.  What  were  they? — Superintending  the  operations  in  progress  at  the 
Chapter  House,  the  Augmentation  Office  and  elsewhere. 

7822.  Did  he  ever  go  near  the  Chapter  House  or  the  Augmentation  Office? — • 
I have  seen  him  at  both. 

7823.  Can  you  from  your  own  knowledge  say,  that  during  that  period  when  he 
was  receiving  that  salary  he  went  into  the  Augmentation  Office  more  than  once  a 
year  ? — I have  been  with  him  there  more  than  once. 

7824.  It  was  a period  of  two  years,  during  which  he  was  receiving  that  salary? 
— From  1831  to  1834.  During  the  last  year,  however,  or  the  greater  part  of  it, 
lie  was  incapable  of  going  to  either  of  those  places. 

7825.  And  you  cannot  speak. positively  to  what  he  did  during  the  other  years? 
— Not  positively ; I believe  he  exercised  the  same  sort  of  superintendence  over  the 
business  of  repairing  and  binding  at  the  Augmentation  Office  that  he  .had  been  in 
the  habit  of  exercising  for  many  years  before. 

7826.  Do  you  think  that  beyond  acting  upon  that  habit  he  went  to  the  Aug- 
mentation Office  more  than  once  a year  ? — I do  not  know  how  often  he  went 
there. 

7827.  If  it  has  been  said  that  he  did  not  go  to  the  Augmentation  Office  more 
than  once  or  twice  a year,  would  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say  that  that  is  incor- 
rect ? — Certainly  not. 

7828.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.]  Were  the  accounts  of  the  Board  annually  audited; 
andjf  so,  can  you  state  by  whom  ? — The  accounts  were  audited  in  1833, 1834  and 
lodo;  in  1832  they  were  not  audited,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  money  that  was 
received  from  Parliament,  amounting  to  10,500/.,  being  paid  away  almost  as  soon 
as  it  was  received,  in  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  the  old  Board. 

7829.  For  the  year  1833,  were  they  audited? — Yes. 

7830.  By  whom? — By  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Protheroe. 

7S31.  In  1834,  by  whom? — By  the  same  persons. 

7832.  At  what  period  of  1835?— In  August  1835. 

7833-  By  whom? — By  the  same  persons. 

7834.  Do  not  such  accounts  undergo  a second  audit  at  the  Treasury? — 
-they  do. 

°-33-  4 q 7835-  When 
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C.P-.Coore 1-,'Esq.  7835.  When  were  the  accounts,  beginning  March  1831  and  ending  March 

1832,  audited  at  the  Treasury?— In  the  winter  of  1833  and  the  spring  of  1834. 

5 July  iSg6.  Dr.  Bowring^  Do  the  vouchers  accompany  the  accounts?— .Yes,  and 

the  bills  also. 

7837.  Sir  Robert  Inglis.  ] In  question  1832,  Mr.  Protheroe  is  asked,  “Did  it 
appear  by  the  last  audit  that  the  secretary  was  overdrawn  ?”  his  answer  is,  “ I cannot 
answer  that  question  immediately.”  What  was  the  date  of  the  accounts  at  the  last 
audit  which  is  assumed  to  have  been  according  to  the  preceding  question  in 
August  1835;  was  there  a balance  due  to  the  secretary? — There  was  nearly 
5,000/.  due  to  the  bankers  and  the  secretary ; it  is  certified  to  be  due  to  the 
secretary. 

7838.  Does  that  sum  form  part  of  the  debt  due  from  the  Board  ?— It  does. 

7839.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Is  it  to  be  understood  by  that  answer,  that  the  secretary 
had  made  an  advance  of  about  5,000/.  to  the  Commission  ?— I have  stated  that  the 
money  was  due  to  the  secretary ; the  bankers  and  the  secretary. 

7840.  Did  he  borrow  on  his  own  individual  responsibility  or  on  that  of  the 
Board? — That  is  a ticklish  question;  I mean  it  is  a difficult  question  to  know  how- 
far  the  bankers  could  recover  against  the  secretary,  the  account  being  opened  with 
them  in  the  names  of,  and  all  the  transactions  confined  to,  His  Majesty’s  Commis- 
sioners on  the  public  records  of  the  kingdom. 

7841.  Did  the  Board  authorize  the  Secretary  to  borrow  5,000/.  on  their 
account?— The  Board  was  aware  that  the  account  was  overdrawn:  the  auditors 
certify,  that  there  was  a sum  of  nearly  5,000/.  due  to  the  secretary. 

7842.  Was  that  advance  made  by  the  bankers  to  the  Board  or  to  the  secretary? 
— To  the  secretary,  on  account  of  the  Board. 

7843.  And  the  Board  had  authorized  an  advance  to  that  extent . There  is  no 
resolution  of  the  Board.  The  Committee  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  former  usage 
was,  that  the  advances  should  be  made  by  the  King’s  printers ; the  consequence 
of  that  was,  that  there  was  no  sufficient  check  upon  the  secretary:  the  advances 
made  by  the  King’s  printers  were  comprised  in  their  bills,  and  those  bills  were 
certified  by  the  secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  - so  paid  without  any  further 
examination. 

7844.  The  bankers,  in  making  an  advance,  do  not  always  take  a note  of  hand  or 
some  acknowledgment  for  the  advance  ? — Certainly  not. 

7845.  Has  the  secretary  the  power  of  drawing  upon  the  bankers  to  an  unlimited 
extent  without  giving  the  bankers  any  acknowledgment  for  the  advance?— The 
present  secretary  has  the  same  power  with  the  bankers  as  the  former  Secretary  had 
with  the  King’s  printers. 

7846.  And  the  bankers,  without  any  reference  to  the  Board,  advanced  o,UUU  L, 
merely  upon  the  checks  of  the  secretary?— Just  so  ; the  account  is  opened  in  the 
names  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  and  the  bankers  had,  in 
August  1835,  advanced  between  4,000/.  and  5,000/.  without  any  security  what- 
ever, either  from  the  secretary  or  any  other  person. 

7847.  Chairman .]  So  that  the  secretary  not  only  has  an  uncontrolled  command 
over  the  10,000/.  a year,  but  he  has  borrowed  on  behalf  of  the  Commission  to  the 
amount  of  between  4,000/.  and  5,000/.?— The  advances  made  by  the  bankers  m 
August  1835  amounted  to  that  sum;  the  yearly  advances  made  by  the  King’s 
printers  prior  to  1831,  and  which  advances  were  included  in  their  bills,  often 
amounted  to  a larger  sum. 

7848.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Do  you  consider  yourself,  as  secretary  to  the  Commis- 

sion, authorized  to  overdraw  the  Commission  account  at  the  bankers’  to  an  unlimited 
amount,  and  that  without  the  authority  of  the  Board?— I can  only  answer  that 
question  by  referring  to  what  was  the  usage  of  the  former  Board.  The  secretary 
could,  prior  to  1831,  have  obtained  money  to  any  amount  from  the  King’s  printers ; 
I thought  that  mode  of  obtaining  the  accommodation  highly  objectionable,  and  tor 
this  reason,  that  the  secretary,  Mr.  Cayley,  gave  orders  for  the  payment  of  money  to 
his  clerk,  Mr.  Charles.  Gay,  or  to  any  other  person;  those  payments  were  never  in 
any  way  examined;  they  were  included  in  the- King’s  printers’  bills,  and  Mr. 
Cayley  certified  those  bills  to  the  Treasury.  , 

7849.  Then  the  power  exercised  by  the  former  secretary  as  regards  the  Kings 
printers  you  have  exercised  as  regards  the  bankers  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  fair  way  0 
putting  it.  In  my  case,  every  payment  is  subjected  to  the  auditors  and  the 
Treasury : in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cayley  it  was  otherwise ; the  gross  amount  of  the 
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King’s  printers’  bill  might  be  13,000/.  or  14,000/.;  he  certified  it,  and  it  was  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq, 
paid.  

7850.  Did  you  report  to  the  Board  from  time  to  time  the  large  advances  which  5 July  1836. 
the  bankers  were  making? — There  has  been  no  formal  report ; the  Board  has  been 
perfectly-aware  of  such  advances ; the  same  form  the  debt  of  the  Board  which  the 

Treasury  has  been  so  often  urged  to  discharge. 

7851.  Have  you  come  to  any  understanding  with  the  bankers  as  to  the  rate  of 
interest  that  was  to  be  charged? — Yes,  four  per  cent. 

7852.  To  what  extent  did  the  bankers  open  the  credit  upon  those  conditions? 

— Not  beyond  10,000  /. ; I think  they  agreed,  at  my  request,  to  advance  10,000/. 

7853.  At  any  time,  then,  you  would  have  had  a credit  to  the  extent  of  10,000/.  ? 

— Yes;  but  the  bankers  would  have  been  surprised  to  find  any  large  payment 
required  out  of  the  usual  course ; the  weekly  payments  have  generally  been  varied 
from  40/.  to  50/.,  for  workmen’s  wages  and  matters  of  that  description ; the  pay- 
ments to  a large  amount  have  ordinarily  been  made  almost  immediately  after  the 
Parliamentary  grant  was  received. 

7854.  But  as  the  Board  did  not  open  the  credit,  and  the  secretary  did,  it  is 
clear  that  they  were  not  called  upon  to  report  to  any  individual  but  the  secretary, 
is  it  not? — Yes;  but  it  is  proper  to  mention  that  the  fact  of  an  account  being- 
opened  with  the  bankers  is  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Board;  a change  in  the 
bankers,  which  took  place  a year  ago,  is  entered  in  like  manner. 

7855.  Chairman.']  Did  the  Board  authorize  an  advance  of  10,000  Z.  to  be  made 
upon  the  checks  of  the  secretary? — No;  the  Board  gave  no  authority;  the 
Board  merely  acquiesced  in  what  was  considered  to  be  an  improvement  upon  the 
ancient  system. 

7856.  Does  that  state  of  things  still  continue? — It  still  continues.  There  is  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  due  to  the  bankers. 

7857.  Chairman .]  How  much? — It  appears  by  the  papers  before  the  Committee 
that  last  December  there  was  about  8,000/.  due  to  the  bankers  and  to  the  secre- 
tary. At  present  the  10,000/.  is  quite,  or  nearly  exhausted,  and  all  the  payments 
are  made  by  me  out  of  my  own  pocket ; the  expenses  of  the  Commission  are 
nearly  50/.  a week,  and  I defray  them  out  of  my  own  purse. 

7858.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  mean  that  the  public  grant  for  the  present  year  is 
wholly  absorbed? — Yes. 

7859.  And  every  thing  that  is  done  now  is  without  authority? — Yes,  that  has 
been  the  usage  for  the  last  35  years. 

7860.  Supposing  Parliament  should  not  grant  money  to  pay  those  charges  there 
would  be  debts  without  any  responsibility? — If  Parliament  should  decline  to  fulfil 
its  engagements. 

7861 . Are  you  not  incurring  debts  for  which  there  is  no  Parliamentary  sanction  ? 

— There  is  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons.  In  every  year  since  the  issuing 
of  the  Record  Commission  there  has  been  a necessity  of  some  person  in  its  em- 
ploy finding,  for  a considerable  period,  the  ways  and  means,  if  I may  be  per- 
mitted the  expression ; the  Parliamentary  grant  has  never  been  received  till  a long- 
time after  the  commencement  of  the  year. 

7862.  Chairman.]  How  do  you  explain  the  necessity  of  people  incurring-  debts 
when  they  have  not  g-ot  money  to  discharge  them?— There  is  no  necessity;  such 
has  been  the  usage  the  last  35  years. 

7863.  There  was  an  examination  about  the  debts  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that 
that  applies  to  the  period  of  the  last  return  to  Parliament  ? — Yes,  the  accounts 
were  made  up  to  the  31st  of  December.  , 

7864.  Can  you  state  how  much  debt  has  been  incurred  since?— About  2,000/. ; 

I should  call  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Board,  the  expense  of  keeping  the 
fi-ame-work  of  the  Board  together,  about  5,000/.  a year;  we  have  been  going  on 
for  about  six  months,  and  that  makes  a debt  of  about  2,000/.  in  addition  to 
what  was  due  last  December. 

7865.  Dr.  Bowring.]  So  that  the  10,000/.  is  more  than  absorbed? — It  is. 

7866.  Chairman.]  Are  there  not  several  of  your  clerks  that  have  not  received 
any  thing  for  some  months  ? — Every  body  in  the  employment  of  the  Board  was 
paid  up  to  last  December ; the  quarterly  salaries  of  Sub-commissioners  and  clerks 
have  also  been  paid  up  to  March,  but  they  have  not  been  paid  up  to  Midsummer ; 
a quarter’s  salary  is  just  become  due  to  each. 

7867.  Are  not  the  poorer  clerks  who  cannot  afford  to  wait  for  their  money,  paid 
more  frequently  ?— I do  not  think  there  are  any  clerks  in  the  situation  mentioned ; 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  E>q.  the  clerks  are  gentlemen’s  sons,  generally  living  with  their  parents ; their  salaries 

are  small,  40/.  a year,  and  they  have  received  those  salaries  to  Easter;  there  is  one 

5 July  1836.  fact  that  I wish  to  state;  it  is,  that  the  present  Commission,  during  the  five 
years  that  it  has  been  in  operation,  has  received  about  24,000/.  less  than  the  old 
Commission  did  in  the  five  years  ending  with  March  1831 ; if,  therefore,  it  had 
received  as  much  as  the  former  Commission  received,  during  an  equal  period,  it 
would  not  at  present  owe  a farthing. 

7868.  Can  you  authenticate  that  statement  by  the  returns? — I can,  by  docu- 

- ments  in  my  possession ; I deliver  in  an  account . of  the  receipts  of  the  present 

Board  from  1831  to  1835,  which  amount  to  48,500/.,  and  of  the  receipts  of  the 
old  Board  from  1826  to  1831,  which  amounts  to  72,510/.  145.  10 d. 

[ The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.~\ 

Mr.  Cooper.  I am  also  desirous  of  handing  in  a list  of  the  works  pro- 
duced by  the  old  Commission  during  the  years  1826  to  1830,  and  a list  of 
the  works  produced  by  the  present  Commission  during  the  years  1831  to 
1835 ; such  lists  would  very  properly  accompany  the  account  of  the  receipts 
of  the  two  Boards,  and  will  show  the  quantity  of  work  that  has  been  done 
by  each.  [ The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.'] 

7869.  Chamnan.]  You  have  given  a list  in  the  return  to  Parliament  of  the 
libraries  to  which  presents  of  the  volumes  published  by  the  Commission  have  been 
sent,  have  you  been  instructed  by  the  Board  to  make  any  presents  of  the  works  of 
the  Commission  to  individuals  ? — With  the  concurrence  of  some  of  the  Commis- 
sioners certain  volumes  of  the  Board  have  been  forwarded  by  the  King’s  printer  to 
individuals ; those  volumes  are  entered  in  the  King’s  printer’s  books  as  loans  to 
those  individuals.  The  design  in  forwarding  the  volumes  was  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  those  to  whom  they  were  sent  respecting  the  works  of  the  Board. 

7870.  When  was  that  done? — Within  the  last  fortnight. 

7871.  Will  you  state  the  individuals  to  whom  you  have  sent  them? — I will  pro- 
cure a list  from  the  King’s  printer  and  furnish  the  Committee  with  it. 

7872.  Did  you  state  to  those  individuals  at  the  time,  that  they  were  not  meant 
as  presents? — To  some  of  them  I did:  I have  had  personal  communication  only 
with  a few  of  them. 

7873.  Do  not  you  suppose  that  you  would  have  some  difficulty  in  getting  back 
those  loans  from  the  individuals,  that  they  might  consider  that  they  were  presents? 
— Considering  the  station  and  character  of  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  sent,  I 
think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  of  that  kind,  supposing  the  Board  should  think 
fit  to  call  for  a return  of  the  books. 

7874.  Is  not  it  usual  when  you  send  books  to  a person  as  a loan  for  a particular 
purpose  to  inform  him  that  it  is  merely  for  a special  purpose? — It  is  usual. 

7875.  You  would  not  be  surprised  then  if  those  individuals  consider  them  as 
presents  ? — Those  with  whom  I have  not  communicated  probably  may. 

7876.  How  many  volumes  have  you  sent  to  any  of  those  persons  ? — The  “ Patent  ” 
and  the  “ Close  Rolls  ” and  some  of  the  octavo  works! 

7877.  Would  it  be  correct  to  say  that  you  sent  a parcel  of  books  as  high  as  that 
chair? — I never  saw  any  one  of  the  parcels,  and  therefore  I cannot  say. 

7878.  Do  you  suppose  that  would  be  the  size  of  it? — I cannot  say. 

7879.  Were  they  ten  or  twelve  folio  volumes  ? — Only  two  folio  volumes. 

7880.  How  many  octavos  1—  I do  not  know. 

7881.  Were  they  ten  or  twelve  volumes  altogether? — I should  think  so. 

7882.  Were  there  twenty? — I should  think  not. 

7883.  Those  were  publications  of  the  Commission? — Publications  of  the  new 
Commission. 

7884.  Within  the  last  fortnight  you  have  sent  those  publications  with  the  assent, 
not  of  the  Board,  but  of  two  or  three  Commissioners,  asking  their  opinion  about 
those  works  ? — Yes,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  their  opinion  upon  the  value  of 
those  works ; I have  done  so  upon  precisely  the  same  principle  as  a solicitor  in 
conducting  a patent  cause  would,  if  it  were  necessary  to  ascertain  the  value  of  an 
invention,  send  a copy  of  the  invention  to  those  witnesses  whose  testimony  he 
wished  to  obtain. 

7885.  That  has  been  done  within  the  last  fortnight? — Yes. 

7886.  Was  Serjeant  Spankie  one  of  the  person's? — He  was. 

7887.  Was  Sir  Alexander  Johnson  another?— I think  not. 

7888.  Can 
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7888.  Can  you  state  when  the  volumes  were  sent  to  Serjeant  Spankie?— I 
should  think  about  a fortnight  ago. 

7889.  Then  that  must  have  been  about  ten  days  before  he  was  examined  before 
this  Committee? — About  ten: days  before  he  was  examined. 

7890.  Can  you  state  any  other  of  the  witnesses  to  whom  they  have  been  sent  ? 
Mr.  Baron  Alderson. 

7891.  When  were  his  hooks  sent  to  him? — About  the  same  time;  all  the  books 
were,  if  I recollect  right,  sent  about  the  same  time.  It  was  thought  expedient  to 
examine  persons  of  station  and  learning  as  to  the  utility  of  those  publications. 
The  course  was  taken  which  would  be  taken  by  a solicitor  in  conducting  a suit. 
We  furnished  to  the  persons  who  might  be  called  upon  to  give  evidence  copies  of 
the  works. 

7892.  In  order  that  the  Committee  might  have  a sound  and  deliberate  opinion 
respecting  the  value  of  those  works  the  merit  of  which  depends  upon  great  accu- 
racy and  great  completeness,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  ten  days  for  inspecting 
between  twelve  and  twenty  volumes  ? — I apprehend  that  the  judgment  of  those 
individuals  respecting  the  principle  of  such  publication  would  be  just  as  good  after 
an  inspection  of  ten  hours  as  after  an  inspection  of  ten  years.  They  were  to  be 
called  to  speak  not  to  the  accuracy  of  the  publications  but  to  the  expediency  of 
printing,  at  the  national  expense,  the  materials  for  our  ancient  political  and  legal 
history.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  such  persons  as  Mr.  Baron  Alderson  wrould 
collate  the  pages  of  any  one  of  those  volumes  with  the  original  records. 

7893.  You  thought  they  would  have  a perfect  opportunity  amidst  their  other 
avocations  in  ten  days  of  deciding  upon  the  propriety  of  publishing  those  works, 
and  generally  the  mode  of  execution  ? — I thought  no  such  thing  as  regards  the 
execution. 

7894.  Then  for  what  purpose  were  they  sent? — For  the  purpose  I have  stated. 

7895.  You  have  given  the  illustration  of  a solicitor  sending  specimens  of  an 
invention  to  his  witnesses,  did  you  suppose  in  sending  between  twelve  and  twenty 
volumes  to  those  gentlemen  that  they,  amidst  their  other  avocations,  vrould  have 
time  to  form  such  opinions  of  them  as  would  have  weight  with  this  Committee  ? — 
I think  an  examination  for  one  day  of  those  volumes  would  be  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  give  such  testimony  as  was  desired.  I should  have  had  no  hesitation 
myself  in  giving  testimony  of  the  expediency  of  publishing  works  of  that  descrip- 
tion after  one  day’s  examination. 

7896.  Will  you  favour  the  Committee  at  the  next  meeting  with  a list  of  the 
individuals  ? — I will  apply  to  the  King’s  printer  for  it. 

7897.  How  many  sets  of  publications  have  been  distributed  in  this  way? — There 
have  been  no  sets  distributed.  The  King’s  printer’s  list  will  show  what  books 
have  been  distributed. 

7898.  Have  there  been  as  many  as  fifty? — I think  it  very  likely  that  applications 
may  have  been  made  to  fifty  different  persons. 

7899.  All  that  has  been  done  on  the  authority  of  individual  Commissioners  ? 
— On  the  authority  of  the  secretary  communicating  with  individual  Commis- 
sioners. 

7900.  All  those  were  individuals  of  great  legal  and  historical  attainments  ? — 
All  of  them. 

7901.  And  by  sending  the  books  to  them  it  Avould  appear  that  you  supposed 
tliay  had  not  taken  the  trouble  of  procuring  them  for  themselves  ? — Certainly ; if 
I had  supposed  that  they  were  in  possession  of  the  books  I should  not  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  send  them. 

7902.  Is  the  Committee  to  infer,  that  there  being  about  50  individuals  whose 
opinion  you  thought  would  have  weight  with  the  Committee,  you  thought  it 
necessary  to  send  them  the  books,  supposing  that  they  would  not  have  them 
in  their  own  possession  ? — It  was  supposed  that  the  principle  of  publishing  at  the 
national  expense  the  materials  for  our  ancient  history,  was  here  impugned,  and 
the  design  of  consulting  those  eminent  and  learned  persons  was  to  establish  that 
principle ; and  I apprehend  that  nothing  more  was  necessary  than  that  they  should 
become  generally  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  publications. 

7 903.  Wishing  to  attain  this  end,  you  did  not  venture  to  rely  upon  any  one  of  these 
individuals  happening  to  have  those  volumes  of  useful  works  in  his  own  possession? 
• — The  volumes  were  not  sent  to  witnesses,  who,  there  was  reason  to  believe,  were 
already  in  possession  of  them.  The  greater  part  of  the  witnesses  who  have  been 
•examined  have  had  the  works  in  their  possession  for  years. 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  7904.  It  appears  that  those  fifty  persons  whose  opinion  you  thought  so  valuable 

you  supposed  had  not  the  works  in  their  possession  ? — I thought  they  had  not  them 

5 July  1836.  in  their  possession,  any  more  than  they  might  have  in  their  possession  the  “ Doni 
Bouquet,”  or  “ Muratori but  I should  have  no  hesitation  in  asking  any  gentleman  as 
to  the  expediency  of  publishing  such  a collection  as  those,  although  I knew  that 
he  had  not  copies  of  them  in  his  library.  It  would  be  necessary,  however,  that  he 
should  see  the  books  before  giving  an  opinion  upon  it. 

7005.  If  you  wished  to  take  the  opinion  of  50  eminent  historical  authorities  as 
to  the  propriety  of  publishing  those  works,  should  you  suppose  it  so  improbable 
that  they  had  ever  seen  them  before,  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  you  to 
send  them  a copy  of  those  works? — I think  it  will  turn  out,  from  the  recent  date 
of  the  new'  publications,  that  very  few  of  our  statesmen,  judges  and  eminent  lawyers 
are  in  possession  of  them. 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

H.  Cole,  Esq.  7906.  Chairman.']  IS  it  your  opinion  that  the  constitution  of  the  Board  would 
"*  be  improved  by  having  paid  Commissioners  in  place  of  the  unpaid  Commissioners 
of  which  the  Board  is  at  present  constituted  ? — I think  the  duties  which  the  Record 
Commission  has  to  perform  are  highly  responsible,  and  such  in  respect  of  extent 
and  nature  that  you  could  not  get  them  performed  unless  you  gave  the  persons 
entrusted  with  the  performance  of  them  sufficient  motives  to  act ; it  seems  to  me 
that  a very  strict  and  vigilant  superintendence  would  be  required  to  perfect  the 
arrangement  and  order  wanting  in  every  record  office  that  I know. 

7907.  It  is  your  opinion  that  the  want  of  arrangement  and  of  general  super-; 
intendence  of  the  records  is  that  to  which  the  present  Commission  has  least  at- 
tended ? — Certainly. 

7908.  You  attribute  that  defect  to  its  being  an  unpaid  Commission,  and  to  the 
work  being  of  that  kind  which  an  unpaid  Commission  would  be  least  likely  to 
attend  to  ? — I attribute  the  defect  to  that  among  other  causes. 

7909.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  to  the  Committee  respecting  the 
expense  of  a salaried  Board.  Without  entering  into  the  details  of  the  salaries  are 
there  any  expenses  incurred  under  the  present  system  which  would  be  saved  by 
the  constitution  of  a set  of  salaried  Commissioners,  who  would  discharge  those 
duties  which  you  think  could  not  be  performed  without  salaries  ? — I assume  that 
any  newly  constituted  Board  should  have  full  and  absolute  power  over  all  the 
records,  and  that,  as  a matter  of  primary  necessity,  the  present  irresponsible  cus- 
tody which  exists  in  many  of  the  offices  should  be  changed  for  a better  custody. 
In  my  view  the  custody  and  whole  management  of  records  would  be  best  placed 
under  a Board  of  some  sort  or  other,  and  I think  that  a considerable  saving  of 
expense  would  be  effected  for  the  public  thereby;  inasmuch  as  the  salaries 
and  expenses  now  of  many  persons  who  neglect  then’  duty  might  be  ap- 
proriated  to  a Board  which  performed  the  duty.  The  cost  of  the  whole 
establishment  would  be  far  less  than  the  present  charges  in  the  shape  of  fees  and 
salaries.  This  view  was  discussed  in  the  “ proposal  for  a general  Record  Office.” 
The  Tower  establishment  at  present  costs  about  1,100 1.  per  annum,  independent 
of  fees  for  searches ; the  Chapter  House  establishment  about  900/.  per  annum, 
exclusive  of  fees ; the  fees  paid  at  the  Rolls  average  1,200  /.  per  annum,  which 
sum  I consider  will  still  have  to  be  incurred  for  this  office,  but  not  in  fees  ;; 
at  the  Augmentation  Office  about  100  l.  per  annum  is  taken  in  fees,  &c. ; and  at  all 
the  other  offices  together,  say  about  500/.  per  annum,  a very  moderate  calculation;, 
making  a total  amount,  now  paid  by  the  public  in  some  shape  or  other,  exceeding 
3,800  /.  per  annum.  I am  satisfied  that  that  sum  would  provide  for  a much  more 
efficient  custodyship,  and  the  performance  of  several  important  duties  of  the  Com- 
mission, over  all  the  records,  than  the  present  custodyship  alone.  At  the  Tower  one 
or  two  Sub-commissioners  are  imperatively  required  to  prosecute  effectually  the 
compilation  and  perfection  of  calendars.  This  work  was  stated  to  the  Board  to  be 
very  important,  by  Mr.  Cooper,  three  years  ago,  at  page  8 of  the  “ Agenda  ” and 
remains  unexecuted.  At  the  Chapter  House,  the  superintendence  of  arrangement, 
reparation  and  catalogueing  would  fully  occupy  the  whole  individual  attention  of 
one  person  for  some  years.  A Sub-commissioner  would  also  be  required  at  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  for  the  same  duties ; another  at  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer Remembrancer’s  Office  ; another  at  the  Pipe  Office  ; another  at  the  King’s 
Bench.  It  was  reported  of  this  office,  by  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  in 

1833 
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1833  (“ Agenda,”  p.  283)  “In  two  of  the  rooms  are  heaps  of  unsorted  papers,” 
and  which  papers  I saw  about  a fortnight  ago  in  the  same  state ; another  Sub- 
commissioner  at  the  Exchequer  of  Pleas,  for  catalogues ; another  at  the  Common 
Pleas  for  catalogues;  another  at  the  Land  Revenue,  for  arrangement,  &c.  At 
the  Rolls  Chapel,  some  works  remain  to  be  performed,  also  at  the  Augmentation 
Office ; and  there  are  other  smaller  offices,  such  as  the-  Pell  Office,  the  Petty  Bag 
Office  and  others,  all  of  which  would  require  more  or  less  care  in  those  portions 
of  the  Commission’s  business  which  seem  to  me  most  important. 

7910.  This  is  a work  of  arrangement  which  you  suppose  to  be  so  large  that  it 
would  not  be  very  agreeable  or  easy  to  undertake  it,  and  would  not  probably  be 
undertaken  at  all  except  by  persons  that  were  paid  for  the  duty? — Undoubtedly; 
then  each  Sub-commissioner  would  require  two  or  three  clerks  or  assistants  besides 
workmen  under  his  direction.  Here,  then,  are  eleven  offices  and  eleven  Sub-com- 
missioners, who  must  be  subject  to  some  authority.  A vigilant  superintendence 
over,  these  eleven  Sub-commissioners  would  consist  in  insuring  from  them  a 
punctual  daily  attendance;  in  suggesting  and  deciding  on  the  best  modes  of 
action ; in  seeing  that  they  were  followed  out  according  to  a prescribed  plan ; and 
in  ascertaining  the  progress  of  the  work  performed. 

7911.  Have  you  any  facts  to  state  respecting  documents  discovered  in  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  at  the  Exchequer  since  the  publication  of  several 
works  in  which  they  should  have  been  inserted? — Yes;  had  the  arrangement  of 
the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  been  perfect,  the  following  publications  of  the 
Board  would  have  included  documents  which  have  been  since  found  in  that  office. 
After  the  publication  of  the  “ Nonas  Rolls,”  there  have  been  found  numerous 
original  inquisitions  from  which  the  rolls  were  compiled,  and  which  contain  more 
detailed  information  than  the  rolls;  even  rolls  themselves  for  the  comities  of 
Salop,  Warwick,  Northumberland  and  Kent  have  been  discovered.  For  the 
“Fcedera”  there  are  very  many  documents;  Parliament  Rolls  have  also  been 
found,  which  would  have  been  included,  if  known,  in  the  -publication  of  the  “ Rolls 
of  Parliament.”  The  “Parliamentary  Writs”  would  have  contained  very  much 
matter  indeed,  since  brought  to  light,  e.g.,  a whole  file  of  “Parliamentary  Writs”  of 
the  35  th  of  Edward  the  First  has  been  found;  and  when  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  compiled 
the  works  he  stated,  “ that  no  original  writs  for  this  Parliament  have  been  discovered, 
but  the  returns  are  abbreviated  on  a roll,  appearing  to  be  a fragment  of  the  Parlia- 
ment Roll.”  Parliamentary  petitions  have  been  discovered.  Petitions  to  the  King 
in  Council,  of  28th,  30th  and  32d  of  Edward  the  First;  writs  and  returns  of 
military  service  without  number;  returns  of  knight’s  fees,  aids,  suitages,  and 
numerous  feudal  inquisitions  of  the  31st  of  Edward  the  First ; writs  and  inquisi- 
tions relating  to  the  possessions  of  John  Baliol,  King  of  Scotland,  in  England ; 
documents  which  now  would  be  exceedingly  useful  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  in  his 
compilation  of  the  “ inedited  documents  ” of  Scottish  history ; original  writs  “ De 
terns  illorum  qui  arma  militaria  recepisse  debuerunt  et  non  receperunt  capiendis 
in  manum  Regis,”  21st  of  Edward  the  First ; the  enrolment  merely  of  the  writ  is 
printed  in  the  first  volume  of  “ Parliamentary  Writs,”  p.  258,  and  consequently 
the  editor  would  eagerly  have  made  use  of  the  original  writs  themselves  with  the 
original  returns,  had  they  been  known  to  him.  Of  the  “ Valor  Ecclesiasticus,” 
portions  are  also  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office ; besides,  in  the  Augmen- 
tation Office  and  Chapter  House,  original  rolls  of  the  “ Testa  de  Neville  ” and  of 
Pope  Nicholas’s  “ Taxation,”  “ Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,”  which  should  have 
been  inserted. 


0-33- 


II.  Cole,  Esq. 
5 July  1836. 
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Mercurii,  6°  die  Julii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Mr.  Pusey.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  79 12-  Right  Hon.  C.  IV.  JV.  JVynn.]  DID  not  the  publication  of  the  Welsh 

•; Laws  originate  as  part  of  the  materials  for  the  history  of  Britain  by  a sub- 

3 July  1836;  editor,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Petrie f — Yes. 

7913.  Since  which  time  the  sub-editor  has  been  employed  directly  under  the 
board  r — Yes,  since  some  time  in  the  year  1834. 

7914.  Was  not  the  same  the  case  with  respect  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  ?--- 
Yes ; Mr.  Thorpe  is  now  the  editor  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  under  the  imme- 
diate superintendence  of  the  board. 

7915.  Was  not  that  begun  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Petrie,  as  part 
of  the  materials  of  the  history  of  Britain  ? — It  was. 

7916.  Chairman .]  If  you  were  called  upon  to  specify  your  authority  for 
undertaking  that  work,  should  you  specify  the  authority  under  the  Vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  ordering  the  execution  of  the  materials  for  the  history  of 
Britain,  or  would  you  justify  it  under  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ?— Under 
either.  Both  of  those  works,  however,  the  Welsh  and  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  were 
commenced  as  portions  of  the  materials  for  the  history  of  Britain. 

7917.  Upon  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Petrie  ?— Yes.  The  two  first  editors  were 
engaged  by  Mr,  Petrie  himself.  Mr.  Coneybeare  was  the  first  editor  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  and  Mr.  Parry  was  the  first  editor  of  the  Welsh  Laws. 

7918.  Chairman.']  In  your  last  examination,  you  stated,  what  you  had  referred 
to  once  or  twice  before,  the  comparative  amount  of  the  money  granted  during 
the  five  years  this  commission  has  existed,  and  during  the  five  years  pre- 
ceding ; on  what  is  that  estimate  founded  ?— It  is  taken  from  the  King’s 
printers’  bills,  of  which  I have  copies;  and  it  is  taken  from  the  annual  warrants 
of  the  commissioners,  paid  at  the  Treasury,  of  which  also  I have  copies.  The 
King’s  printers’  bill  and  such  warrant  show  the  amount  of  expenditure  for  the 

' year. 

7919.  With  regard  to  th6  last  five  years,  you  have  given  the  amount  voted 
by  Parliament  in  one  item ; the  other  is  in  different  items  ? — Prior  to  1831,  the 
Record  Commission  received  its  money  in  two  ways : first  of  all  there  was  the 
King’s  printers’  bill,  which  was  paid  at  the  Treasury,  and  which  comprised  not 
only  printing  and  paper,  but  also  the  disbursements  made  by  the  King’s 
printers,  of  a nature  similar  to  those  payments  which  now  take  place  by 
cheques  on  the  bankers ; and  in  the  next  place  there  was  the  annual  warrant, 
signed  by  the  commissioners,  and  which  was  likewise  paid  at  the  Treasury. 

7920.  In  the  years  previous  to  1831,  was  there  no  specific  sum  voted  in  the 
Estimates  ? It  will  be  found  that  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  Appropriation  Act 
for  each  year  does  not  at  all  correspond  with  the  actual  expenditure  of  the 
commission.  The  reason  is,  that  part  of  the  expenditure  was  placed  under  the 
head  of  Civil  Contingencies.  There  was  then,  therefore,  no  mode  of  ascer- 
taining, in  the  easy  way  in  which  you  can  at  present,  what  was  the  real  outlay 
of  the  board.  I was  a long  while  before  I could  get  at  it  myself.  But  the 
King  s printers’  bill  and  the  warrant  will  show  the  actual  amount  in  each 
year. 

7921.  Sir 
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7921.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  Have  you  any  explanation  which  you  wish  to  give 
with  reference  to  the  evidence  of  yesterday  ? — Yes,  upon  two  points.  It  has 
been  suggested  to  me,  that  part  of  my  evidence  yesterday  may  be  misunder- 
stood. I stated,  in  answer  to  a question  put,  I think,  by  Dr.  Bowring,  that 
the  amount  of  the  usual  Parliamentary  grant  of  10,000 1.  has  been  anticipated. 
Now,  although  that  statement  is  correct  in  one  sense,  it  is  not  correct  in 
another.  Considering  that  the  board  is  in  debt  to  double  that  amount,  the 
grant  may  he  said  to  be  anticipated.  But  the  estimate  for  this  year  was, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  upon  the  assumption,  that 
the  debt  due  from  the  board  at  Christmas  last  would  be  discharged, 
and  then  the  only  part  of  the  10,000 1.  that  will  have  been  anticipated 
will  be  that  portion  of  it  which  is  requisite  to  recompense  the  amount  of 
the  salaries  of  sub-commissioners  and  clerks,  and  the  wages  of  workmen 
accrued, ' due  during  the  current  year,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  materials 
for  repairing  the  records.  This  amount  is  about  2,000 1.  The  remaining 
8,000 1.  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  all  expenses  to  March  next 

7922.  Chairman .]  Surely  your  debts  are  much  more  than  the  grant  for  a 
year  ? — The  debts  are  about  25,000 1.,  including  those  of  the  old  board  still 
unsatisfied. 

7923.  Therefore  in  that  sense  it  is  anticipated  to  a much  larger  amount  ? — 
It  that  sense  it  is  anticipated  to  more  than  double  the  amount.  But,  as  I just 
now  remarked,  the  estimate  was  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Treasury,  drawn 
up  upon  the  footing  that  the  debt  would  be  paid.  There  is  another  point  also 
that  I wish  to  state ; it  is  with  reference  to  the  copies  of  some  of  the  new 
publications  which  have  been  sent  to  different  judges,  statesmen  and  eminent 
lawyers.  I mentioned  yesterday  that  the  same  were  sent  under  the  discretion 
which  I am  permitted  by  the  board  to  exercise  in  conducting  its  defence  before 
the  Committee.  I wish  now  to  state  that,  although  in  point  of  fact  the 
volumes  are  entered  in  the  King’s  printers’  books  as  sent  by  way  of  loans,  yet 
that  they  must  be  regarded  as  gifts. 

7924.  But  this  is  not  specified  in  any  resolution  of  the  board  granting  those 
books  ? — No  ; the  books  were  forwarded  in  the  use  of  the  discretion  which  has 
been  confided  to  me. 

7925.  Sir  Robert  Inglis .]  In  the  third  day’s  examination,  in  answer  to 
question  1091,  you  state  that  when  it  was  contemplated  to  form  a committee 
or  committees  for  the  several  purposes  mentioned  in  the  question,  it  occurred 
to  some  one,  and  as  you  think  to  Lord  Brougham,  that  almost  all  the  most 
material  objects  had  been  attained  by  the  fee- commissions  issued  in  1816  and 
succeeding  years ; have  you  any  explanation  to  make  respecting  that  state- 
ment?— Yes.  Lord  Brougham  informs  me  that  it  was  Sir  John  Leach  who 
stated  that  such  fee-commissions  had  effected  all  that  was  proposed  to  be  done 
by  one  or  more  committees  of  the  Record  Board.  His  lordship,  however,  was 
of  opinion  that  no  beneficial  change  could  -be  wrought  with  the  existing 
repositories.  Hence  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  further  the  scheme  for  a general 
record-office. 

7926.  Have  you  copies  of  the  certificates  of  the  auditors  and  quorum,  or 
other  commissioners,  affixed  to  the  accounts,  March  1831  to  March  1835  ? 
— Yes. 

7927.  Have  the  goodness  to  read  them  ? — 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  Mr.  Cooper’s  accounts  have  examined  the  vouchers 
produced  for  the  principal  payments  included  in  the  foregoing  pages,  as  numbered  from 
1 to  92  inclusive,  which  they  have  found  to  be  exact,  and  report  that  the  balance  of 
930  /.  4s.  9^  d.  should  be  carried  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  debit  in  the  next  account. 

Henry  Ballam,  John  Allen,  Edward  Protheroe,  jun. 

July  6th,  1833. 

I hereby  certify  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  that  the 
expenditure  mentioned  in  the  opposite  page,  and  the  accounts  of  which  have  been  audited 
by  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe,  has  been  made  by  the  authority  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  kingdom. 

Brougham. 

0.33.  4 R The 


7.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
6 July  1836. 
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C.  P.  Cooper , Esq. 
6 July  1836. 


The  committee  appointed  to  audit  Mr.  Cooper’s  accounts  havq  examined  the  vouchers 
produced  for  the  principal  payments  included  in  the  foregoing  pages,  as  numbered  from 
No.  g?  to  217  inclusive,  which  they  have  found  to  be  exact,  and  report  that  the  balance  of 
1,182  /.  ys.  6 d.  should  be  carried  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  debit  in  the  next  account. 

Henry  Hallam,  John  Allen,  Edward  Protheroe,  jun. 

June  24th,  1834. 


I hereby  certify  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  that  the 
expenditure  mentioned  in  the  opposite  page,  and  the  accounts  of  which  have  been  audited 
by  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe,  has  been  made  by  the  authority  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  on- the  Public  Records  of  the  kingdom. 

• j Brougham. 

The  committee  appointed  to  audit  Mr.  Cooper’s  accounts  have  examined  the  vouchers 
produced  for  the  principal  payments  included  in  the  foregoing  pages,  numbered  from  216 
to  416  inclusive,  which  they  have  found  to  be  exact,  and  report  that  the  balance  of 
4,394/.  4 s.  9I d.  should  be  earned  to  Mr.  Cooper’s  credit  iri  the  next  account. 

Henry  Hallam,  John  Allen,  Edward  Protheroe, jun. 

August  4th,  1835. 

We  hereby  certify  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  that  the 
expenditure  mentioned  in  the  opposite  page,  and  tbe  accounts  of  which  have  been  audited 
bv  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe,  has  been  made  by  the  authority  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  kingdom. 

J.  Abercrombie,  ‘Brougham, 


7028.  It  appears  from  the  terms  of  the  last  certificate  that  the  signatures  of 
The  Speaker  and  Lord  Brougham  were  affixed  to  it  after  the  auditing  of  the 
accounts  by  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe  ?— Yes,  several  days 
afterwards. 

7929.  In  different  parts  of  your  examination  you  speak  of  a report  of  the 
Treasury  auditors  ?— It  is  a report  dated  the  11th  February  1836. 

7930.  Who  were  those  auditors  ?— Mr.  Brooksbank  and  Mr.  Sanford,  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  I am  obliged  for  much  valuable  advice  and  assistance  in 
various  matters  connected  with  the  Record  Commission  accounts.  I must  say 
that  on  no  occasion  have  the  gentlemen  at  the  Treasury  proposed  anything 
which  was  not  calculated  to  simplify  the  accounts  in  the  first  instance,  and 
eventually,  as  their  experience  has  taught  them,  to  save  infinite  trouble  to  the 
accountant.  They  have  always  taken  a plain  sensible  straightforward  business- 
like view  of  our  accounts,  and  the  improvements  which  they  have  pointed  out 
have  been  intelligible,  important  and  practicable. 

7931.  Do  not  Messrs.  Brooksbank  and  Sanford  mention  some  communica- 
tion with  the  committee  of  the  Commissioners,  of  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  chairman  ? — Yes.  The  auditors  state  that  during  their 
examination  of  the  accounts  they  had  received  from  a committee  of  the 
members  of  the  Record  Commission  an  intimation  of  their  desire  to  com- 
municate with  them  on  some  points  connected  with  the  mode  of  managing  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  commission,  which  the  committee  then  had  under  their 
consideration,  and  that  in  this  communication  they,  the  auditors,  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  some  suggestions  respecting  the  accounts  rendered  by  the 
commission,  which  they  should  otherwise  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  submit 
to  their  Lordships’  consideration,  but  as  the  committee  most  cordially  con- 
curred in  them  views,  and  furthered  them  by  measures  of  their  own  proposing, 
they  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  state  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  the 
several  improvements  in  the  system,  which  the  committee  expressed  to  them 
their  intention  of  recommending  to  the  board  of  commissioners. 

7932.  What  are  the  improvements  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  the  Commissioners  and  of  the  Treasury  auditors  ? — The  improvements  are  as 
follow : 1st.  That  there  shall  be  a clear  and  satisfactory  classification  of  the  whole 
expenditure  under  appropriate  heads,  as  similar  as  circumstances  will  permit 
with  the  classification  observed  in  the  annual  estimate  and  accounts  laid  before 
Parliament  by  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  2nd.  The  expediency  of 
applying  to  the  Treasury  for  the  means  of  liquidating  the  debts  which  the 
commission  have  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  claims  which  the  late  com- 
mission left  undischarged.  3rd.  The  avoidance  of  borrowing  money  from  the 
King’s  printer,  or  from  any  private  banker,  or  other  person,  in  future.  4th. 
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The  deposit  of  the  funds  of  the  commission  at  the  Bank  of  England,  with  a C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

regulation  by  which  the  drafts  for  payment  thereout  shall  in  future  be  signed  — 

by  three  of  the  commissioners,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary,  each  check  6 July  1836. 

stating  the  name  of  the  person  paid,  and  the  service  for  which  the  payment  is 

made.  5th.  The  payments  to  be  always  in  full  of  a service  up  to  a particular 

day,  instead  of  being  made  on  account.  6th.  The  accounts  of  the  commission 

to  be  rendered  to  the  Treasury  annually  instead  of  biennially.  7th.  That  all 

articles  of  stationery  should  be  obtained  from  the  Stationery-office.  8th.  That 

the  King’s  printers’  bills  should  be  submitted  to  the  comptroller  of  the 

Stationery-office  before  payment.  9th.  That  the  dealings  of  the  commission 

for  books  should  be  confined,  if  possible,  to  our  bookseller,  so  that  there  may 

be  only  one  account  for  this  part  of  the  service. 

7933.  Do  not  the  reports  of  the  Treasury  auditors  and  the  committee 
contain  particular  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  classification  of  the 
accounts  ?— They  do. 

7934.  Can  you  state  the  same  ? — Yes ; a passage  in  the  report  of  the 
Treasury  auditors  will  furnish  all  the  information  you  will  probably  require. 

With  reference  to  the  classification  of  the  future  accounts  for  this  sendee, 
commencing  with  the  account  to  be  rendered  for  the  year  ending  the  12th  of 
March  1836,  the  auditors  suggest  it  might  be  satisfactory  for  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  see  the  several  principal  heads  under  which  it  was  proposed  here- 
after to  distribute  the  disbursements,  namely,  cleaning  and  arranging  the 
records,  salaries,  and  other  expenses  in  transcribing,  foreign  expenditure, 
compiling  catalogues,  stationery,  printing,  bookbinding,  purchase  of  books, 
salaries  and  wages,  repairs,  chests  and  furniture,  rent,  coals,  candles,  soap,  and 
other  necessaries,  coach-hire,  porterage,  postage.  Distinct  from  the  above  heads, 
the  auditors  report  that  it  was  proposed  that  an  account  should  be  kept  of  the 
expenditure  attending  presentation  copies,  and  that  a separate  account  should 
also  be  opened  for  all  the  principal  works  carrying  on  by  authority  of  the 
commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  amount  expended  on  each 
publication. 

7935.  What  does  the  report  of  the  Treasury  auditors  say  as  to  the  present 
debt  of  the  board  ? — With  reference  to  the  whole  of  the  debts  of  the  present 
commission,  they  say  that  they  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  their  opinion, 
that  as  they  must  at  some  time  be  cleared  off,  and  as  the  sums  borrowed  are 
attended  with  an  annual  charge  for  interest,  and  the  accounts  are  embarassed 
and  rendered  complicated  by  them  as  long  as  they  continue,  the  sooner  they 
are  entirely  liquidated  the  better. 

7936.  Sir  Charles  Lemon.~\  When  was  the  plan  which  you  have  now  pro- 
posed adopted  ? — The  committee  for  inquiring  into  the  financial  state  of  the 
commission,  was  appointed  on  the  18th  of  December.  The  first  meeting  took 
place  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s,  in  the  same  month  of  December. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself  states,  in  the  report  which  he  drew 
up,  that  it  is  impossible  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained whilst  the  present  debt  is  unpaid.  It  is  obvious,  for  example,  that  as 
there  is  no  fund  upon  which  the  commissioners  can  draw,  the  secretary  cannot 
present  to  them  any  cheque  for  their  signature. 

7937-  Is  that  plan  now  in  operation  ? — All  those  parts  of  the  plan  that  can 
be  adopted  have  been  adopted,  but  the  most  important  parts  of  the  plan  are 
impracticable  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  the  debt. 

7938.  Those  parts  which  are  practicable,  how  long  have  they  been  in  opera- 
tion ? — Ever  since  the  report  was  made,  which  was  in  January  last.  The  King’s 
printers’  bills  were  immediately  subjected  to  the  comptroller  of  the  Stationery- 
office  ; and  I beg  leave  to  state  that  that  was  done  in  consequence  of  an 
order  of  the  board,  and  not  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the  Treasury ; the 
board  forwarded  an  order  to  the  King’s  printers  to  submit  their  bills  to  the 
stationery-office. 

7939-  Sir  Robert  Inglis.~\  You  are  desirous  of  placing  on  your  evidence  your 
Plan  for  classing  the  disbursements  of  the  board  ?— Yes  ; although  that  plan  was 
not  prescribed  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  until  December  last,  it  was 
arawn  up  by  me  in  its  present  form  soon  after  I received  the  Treasury  letter  of 
P 1834>  with  the  exception  only  of  two  or  three  changes,  made  in  consequence 
01  some  valuable  hints  with  which  I was  favoured  by  Mr.  Spring  Rice.  I will 
eliver  in  a copy  of  it ; it  is  entitled,  “ Suggestions  for  the  Consideration  of  the 
°-33'  • 4 R 2 Right 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


684 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Right  Honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  of  the  Heads  under  which 

the  Expenditure  of  the  Record  Board  should  in  future  be  arranged.” 

6 July  1836.  [The  same  was  delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows :] 

Suggestions  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer,  of  the  Heads  under  which  the  Expenditure  of  the  Record  Board 

should  in  future  be  arranged. 

(A)  Sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Public  Records  in  theAug- 
raentation-office.  King’s  Remembrancer’s  office,  Rolls  Chapel,  and  other  Repositories. 

1.  Wages  of  workmen  employed. 

2.  Materials,  parchment,  vellum,  paper  of  different  kinds,  sponge,  soap,  tape,  thread, 

bags,  woollen  and  linen  cloths,  & c.  presses,  tools,  &c. 

3.  Bills  for  binding. 

4.  Bills  for  chests,  boxes,  articles  of  furniture.  Also  bricklayers’  and  carpenters’  bills, 

if  any  more  should  occur. 

5.  Coals,  wood,  8tc. 

(B)  Printing  of  the  Public  Records. 

1.  King’s  printers’  bills,  for  printing  and  paper  only. 

2.  Any  other  printers’  bills. 

(C)  Transcription. 

1.  The  salaries  of  clerks  employed  in  copying. 

2.  The  sums  paid  to  persons  not  having  salaries,  stating  the  copies  made,  the  length 

and  rate  per  folio. 

3.  A distinct  account  of  the  sums  paid  for  searches  and  transcripts  at  Paris,  Lille, 

Konigsberg,  Rome,  Lisbon,  and  elsewhere  abroad. 

(D)  Compilation  (of  catalogues,  &c.) 

1.  The  salaries  of  the  persons,  if  any,  exclusively  employed  in  this  work. 

2.  A statement  of  the  sums  paid  to  persons  having  no  salaries. 

(E)  Salaries  and  other  remuneration  of  the  sub-commissioners,  editors,  sub-editors  and 
other  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board,  not  comprehended  under  any  of  the  foregoing 
heads. 

(F)  Bills  for  books,  with  an  explanation  for  what  particular  object  the  same  are 
purchased. 

(G)  Expenses  attending  the  distribution  of  the  publications  of  the  board  to  libraries  and 
other  repositories,  at  home  and  abroad,  as  binding,  printing  the  names  of  such  libraries  and 
repositories  on  the  reverse  of  the  title-page  of  each  volume,  packing-cases,  packing, 
carriage,  porterage,  postage  and  other  charges. 

[These  expenses  have  hitherto  formed  part  of  the  King’s  printers’  bills  for  printing  and 
paper.] 

(H)  Law-stationers’  bills  for  copying,  as  Returns'to  Parliament,  See. 

(I)  Rent  of  rooms  and  incidental  expenses  there. 

(J)  Postage,  porterage,  coach-hire;  distinguishing  the  amount  of  each. 

(K)  A separate  head  for  each  printed  volume,  exhibiting  the  exact  cost  for  transcription, 
compilation,  whether  of  text  or  indexes,  authorship,  editorship,  printing,  paper,  &c. 

(Mr.  Cooper.)  Upon  comparison  it  will  be  seen,  that  this  plan  for  classing  the 
disbursements  of  the  board  differed  only  from  that  which  was  proposed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  commended  by  Messrs.  Brooksbank  and  Sanford, 
and  ultimately  approved  of  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  circumstance 
of  its  being  somewhat  more  detailed  and  minute,  and  therefore  probably  pre- 
senting greater  and  unnecessary  embarrassment  in  the  final  auditing  of  the 
accounts. 

7940.  Chairman.']  Was  that  plan,  which  was  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  December  last,  similar  to  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Protheroe  in  1833  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  plan  which  Mr.  Protheroe 
proposed.  With  reference  to  an  item  in  the  list  of  the  debts  of  the  board 
(I  think  it  amounted  to  about  1,,800 1.),  occasioned  by  presenting  the  publica- 
tions of  the  board,  in  His  Majesty’s  name,  to  different  libraries  at  home  and 
abroad ; I beg  leave  to  hand  in  this  statement : it  is  entitled,  “ Statement 

respecting 
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respecting  the  Distribution  of  the  different  Works  published  by  the  Record  c.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 
Commission.’  . 

[ The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same^]  6 -My  l836. 

(Mr.  Cooper.)  Another  statement,  which  I beg  leave  to  hand  in,  is  with 
reference  to  the  charges  connected  with  the  present  localities  of  the  records  ; 
it  is  a statement  succinctly  tracing  the  history  of  the  depositories  of  the 
records  of  the  metropolis,  from  an  early  period.  It  shows  the  exertions  made 
by  the  commissioners  to  procure  a general  record-office,  and  the  obstacles  that 
have  been  thrown  in  their  way,  and  the  views  that  the  commissioners  enter- 
tain of  the  improvements  that  may  be  effected,  if  such  a project  were  carried 
into  execution.  Such  improvements  the  board  considers  cannot  take  place 
whilst  the  records  remain  scattered  in  their  present  repositories. 

[ The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.] 


7941 . Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn.]  You  have  presented  certain  accounts  and 
statements,  drawn  by  yourself,  of  the  method  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  com- 
mission ; have  you  manifested  any  unwillingness  to  adopt  any  improvements  in 
the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  ? — No.  I cannot  forbear  to  show  that  that 
assertion  is  disproved  by  the  very  minutes  of  the  order  appointing  the  com- 
mittee, from  which  the  report  on  the  financial  state  of  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded. That  order  was  made  at  a board  at  which  there  were  present  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Lord  Brougham,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Depai’tment,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  Sir 
Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Petitt,  Mr.Bellenden  Ker,  Mr.Hallam,Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Pro  theroe, 
Mr.  Utterson  and  Mr.  William  Brougham ; and  the  minutes  of  this  same  order 
were  read  and  confirmed  at  a board  at  which  there  were  present  The  Speaker,  the 
Bishop  of  LlandafF,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  Baron  Parke, 
Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen, 
Mr.  Protheroe  and  Mr.  William  Brougham.  The  minutes  of  the  order  are  a 
follows : “ The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  stated  that  it  appeared, 
from  the  accounts  forwarded  by  the  secretary  to  the  Treasury,  that  there  was, 
on  the  12th  March  1835,  a sum  of  nearly  5,000/.  due  to  the  bankers  and  the 
secretary,  and  the  secretary  stating  that  notwithstanding  the  receipt  of  the 
last  grant  the  existing  debt  was  of  a larger  amount ; and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  having  drawn  the  attention  of  the  commissioners  to  a letter 
addressed  to  the  board  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
month  of  July  1834,  and  the  secretary  stating  that  although  many  of  the 
suggestions  contained  in  that  letter  would  be  found  to  be  adopted  in  the 
accounts  of  the  year  succeeding  July  1834,  and  which  begun  12th  March  1835, 
yet  that  other  suggestions  could  not  be  adopted,  by  reason  of  the  large  debt 
incurred  by  the  board,  and  wholly  arising  out  of  the  liabilities  of  the  former 
board,  which  it  had  discharged ; and  that  there  were,  in  his  judgment,  other 
grave  defects  in  the  system  under  which  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  commission 
were  carried  on,  which,  from  the  same  cause,  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
remedy.  It  was  ordered  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Brougham  and  Mr.  Protheroe  do  form  a committee  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  above-mentioned  matters.”  The  minutes,  too,  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee  at  which  only  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  William 
Brougham  attended,  also  prove  anything  but  unwillingness,  past  or  present, 
on  my  part,  to  adopt  the  method  suggested  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s 
report,  as  to  the  pecuniary  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  commission.  It  is  not, 
however,  requisite  for  me  to  produce  those  minutes ; Mr.  Spring  Rice  is  much 
too  clear  headed  and  familiar  with  business  of  this  kind  not  to  have  discerned 


at  the  first  view  that  of  the  method  suggested  part  only  could,  under  existing 
circumstances,  be  adopted.  After  mentioning,  therefore,  a part  of  the  old 
system,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  desire  of  the  Treasury,  signified  in  an 
official  letter,  dated  22d  July  1834,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says. 
That  letter  contained  several  other  suggestions,  in  respect  to  alterations  in 
the  financial  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  commission,  but  as  it  was 
received  in  the  middle  of  the  year  it  has  not  as  yet  been  carried  into  effect 
and  after  submitting  to  the  board  some  observations  respecting  an  improved 
system  of  disbursement  and  account,  he  adds,  “ Your  committee  regret  to  say 
0-33.  ar  3 that 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  that  some  difficulties  will  be  found  to  exist,  and  to  impede  the  immediate 
execution  of  these  necessary  changes,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  debt.” 

6 July  i 3 • 7942.  Have  you  ever  had  any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Spearman  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  accounts  ? — Never  before  the  present  year. 
In  the  present  year,  since  Mr.  Spearman  was  appointed  under-secretary  at  the 
Treasury,  I have  received  some  letters  from  him,  the  purport  of  which  I do  not 
at  this  moment  recollect.  They  did  not  relate  to  the  mode  of  keeping  the 
accounts. 

7943.  In  the  various  recommendations  of  gentlemen  which  you  have  sub- 
mitted to  Lord  Brougham  and  the  board  for  employment  under  the  commis- 
sion, did  you  ever  name  a relation  or  a friend  ? — No,  I have  no  relation  in  the 
employ  of  the  board.  There  is  not,  and  has  not  been,  any  person  in  the 
employ  of  the  board  whom  I ever  saw  before  I accepted  the  office  of  secretary 
with  two  exceptions.  The  one  exception  is  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  whom  I 
believe,  I had  once  met  at  dinner.  The  other  exception  is  my  clerk,  Mr. 
George  Smith.  I may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  amongst  the  numerous  names 
of  persons  to  whom  payments  have  been  made  for  temporary  and  short  ser- 
vices, two  only  occur  of  individuals  who  were  not  utter  strangers  to  me  prior' 
to  March  1831.  That  of  a Chancery  barrister,  of  whom  mention  was  made  at 
the  close  of  the  11th  day’s  examination,  and  a young  man  named  Mitchell. 

7944.  Is  there  any  explanation  which  you  wish  to  give  with  reference  to  a 
statement  in  the  evidence  as  to  the  expense  of  your  establishment,  the  rent  of 
your  house  and  the  repairs,  and  so  forth  ? — Yes ; an  estimate  has  been  given 
in  Mr.  Protheroe’s  evidence,  in  answer  to  question  2137,  of  the  cost  of  what  is 
called  the  secretary’s  establishment.  In  that  there  are,  amongst  other  items 
the  following : house-rent,  70  /.  ; repairs  of  the  same  house,  382  /.  15  5.  These 
items,  placed  in  juxta-position,  naturally  would  lead  the  Committee  to  con- 
clude, in  the  first  place,  that  the  rent  of  the  house  in  Boswell-court  is  paid  by 
the  commission ; and,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  house  has  been  put  in  repair 
out  of  the  commission  funds.  As  to  the  rent,  the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the 
return  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  December  1833.  The  hoard  pays 
only  the  rent  of  such  rooms  in  that  house  as  are  appropriated  to  its  use ; and 
it  pays  such  rent  according  to  a valuation  made  some  tune  ago.  Since  I have 
seen  Mr.  Protheroe’s  evidence,  I have  caused  a fresh  valuation  to  be  made  by 
Messrs.  Savage  and  Boyce,  who  state,  that  on  the  4th  of  the  present  month,  they 
surveyed  the  offices  and  apartments  in  my  house.  No.  7,  New  Boswell-court, 
appropriated  to  His  Majesty’s  Record  Commissioners,  and  that  the  rental  of 
the  above,  including  taxes,  is  worth  from  75  /.  to  80 /.  per  annum.  As  to  re- 
pairs, Mr.  Protheroe,  when  he  wrote  “repairs  of  same  house,  382 /.  15  5.,” 
could  only  have  in  view  the  following  entry  in  the  ledger : “ Cash  paid  Heard 
for  fitting  up  front  attic  and  front  kitchen,  for  use  of  record  cleaners ; also 
fitting  up  second  floor  for  use  of  clerks,  and  for  book-cases,  presses,  boxes,  &c., 
for  keeping  parchment  and  materials,  records,  &c.,  as  per  bills  paid  at  the 
following  periods:  1833,  August  24,  0,71.  95.;  August  31,  AS  l.bs.-,  Sep- 
tember 7,  113  /.  2 5. ; December  24,  45  /.  13  5. ; 1834,  February  17,  108  /.  65.; 
Total,  382  /.  1 5 5.”  The  Committee  is  aware,  from  a former  part  of  my  exami- 
nation, that  for  a considerable  time  the  operation  of  cleansing  the  records  of 
the  King’s  Remembraneer’s-office  was  carried  on  in  Boswell-court.  The  house 
was  like  a large  workshop.  The  dirtiest  part  of  the  operation  was  performed  in 
the  front  attic  and  the  front  kitchen,  which  were  altered  for  the  purpose.  The 
rooms  in  the  second  floor  were  furnished  with  shelves  and  cases  for  the  books 
of  the  hoard,  and  were  set  apart  for  the  clerks  and  transcribers.  A room  on 
the  ground  floor  was  also  furnished  with  cupboards  and  shelves  for  parchment 
and  paper  ; but  neither  in  these  rooms,  nor  in  any  other  part  of  the  house,  did 
any  reparations  take  place  at  the  cost  of  the  commission.  I can,  however,  lay 
before  the  Committee  copies  of  the  bills.  They  comprised  boxes,  presses,  &c., 
for  the  records  at  the  Augmentation-office,  and  various  other  particulars. 

7945-  In  the  same  estimate  are  the  following  items : “ Drescher,  foreign 
corresponding  clerk,  70  /. ; Wylde,  copying  clerk,  50/. ; Mitchell,  another,  21/.; 
Gunton,  another,  21  /.  175. ; Leaver,  another,  21  /.  75.”  Do  you  wish  to  make 
any  observation  upon  those  items  ? — Certainly  I do.  Mr.  Protheroe  ranks  them 
as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  secretary’s  establishment.  .Upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple he  might  carry  to  the  same  head  all  the  money  granted  by  Parliament. 
Concede  that  those  items  belong  to  the  secretary’s  department,  and  I will 

undertake 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  687 

undertake  to  prove,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  to  that  department, 
and  no  other,  must  be  attributed  the  whole  10,000  /.  per  annum,  voted  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  But,  nevertheless,  the  Committee,  in  case  any  of  its 
Members  should  be  disposed  to  take  a somewhat  different  view  of  the  matter, 
will  perhaps  allow  me  to  say  that  Drescher,  who  is  called  by  Mr.  Protheroe 
“ A foreign  corresponding  clerk,”  has  never  written  a Record  Commission 
letter,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  during  the  four  years  he  has  been  in  the 
board’s  employ ; that  Mr.  Wylde  and  Mr.  Gunton  were  young  transcribers 
recommended  by  one  of  the  commissioners,  employed  for  a few  weeks  upon 
Rymer’s  Collectanea  of  the  British  Museum ; that  Mitchell  had,  for  a short 
time,  a similar  occupation ; and  that  Mr.  Leaver  is  a respectable  law-stationer 
in  Carey-street,  in  whose  office  all  official  papers,  wanted  in  haste,  have  been 
copied. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

794 6.  Chairman .]  DO  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  to  the  Committee 
respecting  the  alleged  inaccuracies  in  the  volume  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti  ? — I wish 
to  return  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  a copy  of  that  work  which  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sweet,  the  bookseller,  containing  in  the  margin  a great 
number  of  notes.  I wish,  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  to  thank 
them  for  the  opportunity  which  they  gave  me  of  examining  those  notes.  The 
work  I was  sensible,  before  this  copy  was  put  into  my  hands,  was  open  to 
objection,  though  I was  not  sensible  of  that  at  the  time  it  was  published. 
I had  cleared  it  of  a great  number  of  inaccuracies,  as  may  be  seen- here : there 
are  five  pages  of  them.  I had  also  cancelled  some  leaves  in  the  work ; but  I 
certainly  was  not  aware  that  so  many  things  remained  in  it,  which,  as  I now 
know,  ought  to  have  been  corrected.  1 was  first  aware  of  that,  not  from  this  book, 
but  from  other  information.  At  the  same  time,  there  are  here  some  things  to 
which  I should  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  inasmuch  as  this  book, 
having  been  lying  about  in  this  room,  has,  I dare  say,  been  seen  by  every 
Member  of  the  Committee  who  has  been  accustomed  to  attend;  and  an  impression 
must  have  been  made  of  much  greater  imperfection  than  really  belongs  to  it.  In 
the  first  place,  a very  large  portion  of  those  annotations  are  merely  notices  of 
this  kind ; “ um  ” for  “ u ” struck  over ; “ p,”  struck  through,  for  “ per,”  and  the 
like.  Now  I believe  there  is  no  publication  of  the  commission,  I doubt 
whether  there  is  any  record  publication,  except  Domesday,  in  which  this  is  not 
the  case ; perhaps  I might  except  also  one  of  my  own  books,  that  is  the  Pipe 
Rolls.  The  Pipe  Rolls  are  written  in  an  earlier  and  remarkable  character,  and 
it  is  of  some  importance  to  preserve  the  minute  peculiarities ; but  when  you 
come  to  the  reign  of  John,  and  to  such  documents  as  the  Patent  Rolls  and  the 
Close  Rolls,  there  is  such  abundance  of  manuscript  of  that  age,  that  there  is 
no  great  advantage  in  preserving  those  minute  peculiarities.  Now  a great 
number  of  these  proposed  alterations  are  of  that  kind.  Mr.  Devon  might  or 
might  not  set  out  with  the  principle  that  he  would  adhere  to  those  minute  pecu- 
liarities. If  he  adopted  the  principle  he  did  not  adhere  to  it,  for  the  book 
abounds  in  variations  of  that  kind,  so  much  so,  that,  instead  of  there  being 
perhaps  only  the  number  which  are  exhibited  here,  there  are  probably  hundreds. 

7947.  Do  you  mean  in  the  pages  that  have  been  compared  in  this  way  ? — No, 
in  the  whole  volume. 

7948.  It  would  be  an  error  of  taste,  or  perhaps  even  more,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Devon  to  have  printed  in  one  way  in  one  part  of  the  book,  and  in  another 
way  in  another  part,  would  it  not  ?— Certainly.  I think  that  a principle  should 
have  been  laid  down  at  the  beginning ; and  having  laid  down  a principle,  he 
should  have  adhered  to  it.  If  he  had,  however,  laid  down  the  principle  to 
make  his  work  in  this  respect  exactly  conformable  to  the  original,  I should 
expect  to  find  violation  of  the  principle,  for  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  keep  up 
to  such  a principle  in  works  of  any  magnitude. 

7949-  But  still  he  should  have  adhered  to  the  principle,  and  not  had  any 
part  of  the  book  upon  a defective  principle  ? — There  is  no  gentleman  who  has 
greater  experience  in  this  species  of  editing  than  Mr.  Hardy.  I should  be 
glad  that  the  Committee  should  ask  his  opinion. 

795°-  Chairman  to  Mr.  Cole. ] These  corrections  are  yours,  are  they  not  ? 
— Yes. 

9-33.  4R4  7951.  When 
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Rev.  J.  Hunter.  795 1.  When  you  marked  these  as  errors,  what  was  the  amount  of  error  that 

• you  meant  to  express  ? — I should  by  no  means  allude  to  the  work  as  aboundin°- 

6 July  1 836.  with  errors,  had  they  merely  been  errors  of  spelling,  such  as  “partium” 

written  “ pcium,”  “ Regis  ” for  “ Reg’,’’  &c. 

7952.  It  appears  from  the  corrections  in  the  copy  that  you  have  reckoned 
those  as  errors  ? — Yes.  In  undertaking  to  compare  the  printed  copy  with  the 
original,  I should  correct  everything  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  wrong ; but  I 
should  never  have  produced  inaccuracies  of  mere  typography  as  important  errors 

7953.  Might  not  you  either  have  “u,”  with  a dash  over,  or  “um,”  so  lon«- 
as  you  adhere  to  the  same  plan  throughout?— No,  if  you  undertake  to  produce 
a fac-simile  of  the  record,  you  preserve  letter  for  letter,  and  indicate  wherever 
anything  is  wrong  ; but  if  you  extend  the  orthography,  you  should  extend  it 
throughout.  This  work,  however,  professes  to  be  a fac-simile  of  the  record. 

7954.  (To  Mr.  Hardy.)  Will  you  state  your  opinion  upon  this  subject  ? It 

is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a verbatim  et  literatim  copy  of  the  original.  I my- 
self have  collated  and  compared  the  printed  sheets  three  times  with  the 
original,  and  even  gone  over  them  a fourth  time  and  found  errors. 

7955.  Is  it  an  error  or  is  it  not  ? — I would  not  call  the  instance  in  question 
an  error,  unless  you  consider  everything  an  error  which  does  not  correspond 
entirely  with  the  record.  I think  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  such  errors ; it  does 
not  affect  the  sense  in  the  slightest  degree ; still,  however,  it  does  not  correspond 
so  exactly  with  the  record  as  it  should  in  all  cases. 

7956.  Then  the  corrections  which  Mr.  Cole  has  made  in  this  respect  are 
rather  hypercritical ; but  still,  if  it  had  been  done  as  he  says  it  ought  to  have 
been  done,  it  would  have  been  done  better  than  it  is  at  present  ; but  the 
improvement  would  not  be  very  material  ? — No,  unless  the  sense  of  the  docu- 
ment were  affected. 

7957-  Chairman  to  Mr.  Hunter.~\  Is  that  a fair  view  of  it  in  your  opinion  ? 
— I think  it  is,  with  certain  additions  ; there  has  no  work  of  the  commission 
appeared  with  that  extreme  exactness ; I know  that  some  of  the  most  exact 
editors  do  not  adhere  to  those  minute  peculiarities.  I have  seen  it  in  works 
which  the  Committee  will  excuse  my  mentioning,  but  which  are  certainly 
amongst  the  best  edited  works  of  the  commission.  In  those  minute  pecu- 
liarities where  there  is  no  meaning  involved,  there  is  a great  licence  and  dis- 
cretion taken.  But  I have  another  circumstance  to  mention,  which  is  more 
material,  as  far  as  respects  myself ; having  written  so  much  of  minute  histo- 
rical inquiry,  as  I have  done,  my  reputation  for  accuracy  in  some  measure 
concerns  the  country.  I did  not  put  these  in  the  corrigenda,  not  that  I did 
not  know  some  of  these  variations  were  there ; many  of  them  1 knew  were 
there  ; but  I did  not  put  them  in  the  corrigenda,  because  it  was  not  within  my 
commission  to  do  so,  nor  was  it  indeed  worth  while.  The  Committee  knows  that 
this  book  was  nearly  the  whole  of  it  printed  before  I knew  anything  of  it,  and 
I had  nothing  to  do  but  to  read  it  over  with  the  editor,  who  was  Mr.  Devon,  of 
the  Chapter-house.  It  was  supposed  that  he  had  committed  a number  of  mis- 
takes, and  I was  desired  to  follow  upon  the  roll  while  he  read  it  to  me  ; that  was 
the  way  in  which  the  greatest  part  of  this  book  was  prepared. 

7958.  Then  in  this  you  followed  the  instructions  of  the  commission? — Yes, 

I followed  the  instructions  of  the  commission ; but  I am  sure  the  commission 
would  have  wished  me  to  exercise  my  discretion  upon  it,  and  to  have  done 
what  I now  see  I ought  to  have  done ; for  when  I placed  my  name  upon  the 
title  page  I ought  not  to  have  been  satisfied  with  that  mode  of  collation;  I ought 
to  have  it  collated  by  finger  collation,  as  the  only  way  in  which  I could  say  that 
it  was  mine. 

,7959-  You  have  been  led  into  a little  error  by  .confiding  too  much  in  a cer- 
tain degree  of  accuracy  in  the  work  as  originally  printed? — Certainly. 

7960.  You  did  not  take  all  the  precautions  that  you  would  take  now  ? — 
Certainly,  I perfectly  admit  that ; to  proceed : all  these  immaterial  corrections 
make  a great  show  upon  the  margin  of  the  book,  as  if  they  were  so  many  sub- 
stantial inaccuracies ; but  besides  that,  there  are  certain  queries  of  Mr.  Cole,  those 
also  make  a show ; and  to  one  looking  cursorily  only,  as  Mr.  Sweet  and  others 
have  done,  they  might  be  taken  as  further  corrections,  whereas  they  are  only 
something  for  his  future  consideration ; there  are  also  parts  of  words  that 
have  been  erased.  Now  it  did  not  enter  into  Mr.  Devon’s  plan  to  print  words 
or  syllables  which  had  evidently  been  erased  as  the  scribe  proceeded,  because 

mere 
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jjjere  mistakes ; and  therefore,  though  you  might  question  the  propriety  of  his 
plan  in  this  respect,  and  say  that  they  ought  to  have  entered  into  it ; yet  as 
they  did  not  enter  into  it,  it  is  the  plan  that  is  to  be  blamed,  and  not  the  exe- 
cution ; and  still  less  am  I to  hear  any  share  of  the  blame,  because  I was  not  to 
introduce  new  principles  into  his  work ; I was  only  to  see  the  work  cleared  as  well 
as  might  be  of  its  errors,  not  to  interfere  with  the  principles  which  the  editor 
had  adopted ; to  introduce  new  principles  the  book  must  have  been  printed  again. 

7961.  What  is  the  importance  of  those? — I do  not  think  that  they  are  of 
any  importance ; I agree  with  Mr.  Devon,  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  intro- 
duce them  in  the  printed  text ; there  is  not  a particle  of  meaning  to  he  picked 
out  of  any  of  them ; they  are  mere  clerical  errors,  and  ought  no  more  to  be 
introduced  into  a printed  book,  than  a person  copying  a picture  with  a hole  in 
it  should  copy  the  hole. 

7962.  Chairman  to  Mr.  Cole.~]  Did  you  understand  that  that  was  the  effect 
of  those  omissions  ? — I quite  admit  Mr.  Hunter’s  observation,  that  there  are 
a number  of  queries  there,  hut  I think  it  would  rather  bring  the  matter  to 
a close,  to  see  whether  the  errors  that  I allude  to  are  words  omitted. 

7963.  Are  those  words  important  ? — I think  they  are  important,  if  you  under- 
take to  give  a fac-simile  of  the  record. 

7964.  (To  Mr.  Hardy.)  Do  you  think  those  variations  are  of  any  import- 
ance?— Not  unless  they  affect  the  sense;  many  are  evidently  clerical  errors. 
— (Mr.  Hunter .)  I have  now  shown  that  there  are  a number  of  things  in  the 
margin  of  this  book,  which  wear  the  appearance  of  defects  and  faults  without 
being  really  so ; and  amongst  them  such  notes  as  the  proposed  restoration  of 
syllables  like  “ stak,”  which  had  been  struck  out,  the  scribe  who  having  written 
it  thus,  immediately  writes  the  word  which  he  intended  to  write  in  a correct 
way.  Now  Mr.  Devon’s  plan  was  not  to  introduce  those  incorrect  and  can- 
celled syllables,  and  I certainly  accord  with  him.  Further,  amongst  the  most 
remarkable  of  the  things  which  are  observed  as  being  faults  in  this  book,  there 
is  said  to  be  an  omission  of  three  lines  in  three  several  places,  this  is  noticed  in 
this  front  page,  where  it  would  of  course  attract  the  eye  of  any  person  who 
took  up  this  hook  ; it  is  said  at  page  15  there  is  “a  line  omitted,”  at  page  25 
“a line  omitted,”  and  at  page  32  “aline  omitted.”  I asked  a gentleman  who 
is  a Member  of  this  Committee,  in  what  sense  he  understood  those  expressions, 
“ a line  omitted,”  and  he  told  me  that  the  impression  upon  his  mind  was,  that 
there  was  a line  of  the  record  omitted ; and  I think  the  impression  of  any 
person  seeing  this  hook  would  he,  that  there  was  a line  of  the  record  omitted, 
which  would  have  been  a very  grievous  and  serious  mistake,  and  which  could 
not  have  been  committed  either  by  Mr.  Devon  or  myself,  without  a charge  of 
very  great  negligence  indeed.  Now  instead  of  these  being  lines  omitted,  I will 
state  to  the  Committee  exactly  what  they  are  : they  are  imperfect  entries,  in 
which  the  scribe  immediately  after  having  written  them,  seeing  that  he  had 
made  a mistake,  drew  his  line  over  them,  obliterated  them,  and  proceeded  to 
make  the  proper  entry.  I requested  that  the  rolls  might  be  brought  here,  in 
order  that  the  Committee  might  see  distinctly  how  it  was  in  the  rolls  themselves, 
which  would  have  made  the  Committee  sensible  at  once  of  the  nature  of  those 
alleged  omissions  of  lines  ; hut  without  the  roll  I think  it  is  easily  done  : here 
is  “ Magr  Nicoi  Fisicus  dni  G.  fil.  Pet1  lit  litteras,”  an  imperfect  sentence.  The 
scribe  was  going  on  to  have  given  the  purport  of  those  letters,  but  it  occurred 
to  him  that  it  would  be  better  to  give  the  writ  itself,  and  therefore  the  writ 
immediately  follows,  he  drawing  a line  over  those  words  which  are  evidently 
imperfect  and  convey  no  meaning. 

7965.  In  copying  a record,  ought  the  editor  to  have  taken  those  liberties 
with  it  ? — In  my  opinion,  when  the  records  were  printed,  there  was  no  occasion 
to  print  this,  it  was  a clerical  error  ; oftentimes  cancellations  should  be  retained 
because  they  may  contain  curious  matter  ; hut  here  there  was  no  meaning,  no 
inference  could  ever  he  drawn  from  it,  and  it  would  he  a mere  deformity  of 
the  book. — (Mr.  Cole.)  It  is  evident  that  the  scribe  considered  that  he  had  a 
sort  of  licence  in  enrolling  these  things  in  what  way  he  pleased. — (Mr.  Hardy.) 
If  you  preserve  cancellations  in  one  case,  you  should  preserve  them  in  all.  It 
is  impossible  to  know  where  to  draw  the  line  unless  you  do. — (Mr.  Hunter.) 
I think  myself  that  the  line  is  easily  drawn  ; but  that  would  lead  us  into  a long 
discussion,  and  after  all  it  is  a matter  of  opinion.  We  will  take  another  of 
them,  “ Rex  oihibus,  &c.  Sciatis  q ndonain?  Gilhto  de  Sukeling  jugam.”  Now 
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it  is  clear  that  this  is  a mere  error  of  the  scribe,  who  had  begun  to  write  again, 
the  entry  which  immediately  precedes ; he  had  copied  over  again  the  first  line 
of  this  writ,  a mere  mistake,  and  he  draws  a line  oyer  it. 

7966.  Of  course  there  could  be  no  object  in  putting  that  in,  because  it  is  a 
mere  error,  which  anybody  in  copying  the  most  exactly  may  commit : for 
instance,  it  is  what  a printer  might  do  with  an  Act  of  Parliament,  he  might 
reprint  the  same  line  twice  over ; hut  it  would  have  a very  different  effect  if 
the  printer  took  the  licence  of  altering  the  wording  of  a clause,  and  put  it  in 
one  way  first,  and  then  changed  his  mind  and  put  it  in  another  shape,  which 
would  afford  evidence  not  of  his  having  committed  an  error,  but  of  his  having 
thought  himself  justified  in  exercising  that  sort  of  discretion  ? — I think  it  is  a 
mere  error,  one  of  those  mistakes  that  all  persons  who  write  are  liable  to  fall 
into. — (Mr.  Hardy.)  In  very  many  instances  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to 
preserve  cancellations. 

7967.  Would  not  the  existence  of  such  a cancellation  as  the  first,  in  page  15, 
where  the  man  has  not  merely  made  a slip  of  the  pen,  hut  has  altered  the 
wording  altogether,  and  the  form  of  making  the  entry,  show  that  the  man  was 
not  a mere  reporter  or  clerk,  who  copied  exactly,  hut  was  trusted  with  some 
discretion  himself  as  to  the  form  in  which  he  made  the  entry  ? — But  that  is 
proved  by  half  the  entries  in  the  book  ; sometimes  the  entry  is  of  the  writ  at 
large,  sometimes  a mere  memorandum  that  a writ  was  issued.  The  way  in 
which  what  I have  now  been  saying  bears  upon  the  subject  before  the  Com- 
mittee, is  this : they  are  not  “ lines  omitted,”  in  the  sense  in  which  those 
words  would  be  understood,  hut  lines  omitted,  on  the  opinion  that  they  ought 
to  be  so ; that  opinion  may  be  right,  or  it  may  be  wrong,  but  still  it  is  an  opinion 
which  a man  may  fairly  entertain. 

7968.  In  short,  it  would  amount  to  this,  that  the  book  was  inaccurately 
edited  in  the  common  sense  of  the  word ; not  as  though  the  editor  had  not 
been  careful  enough  in  preserving  strict  accuracy,  but  that  he  had  exercised 
a discretion  which  may  or  may  not  be  thought  proper  ? — Yes,  it  comes  pretty 
nearly  to  that ; but  it  ought  to  be  no  subject  of  charge.— (Mr.  Cole.)  These 
specifications  are  not  of  the  class  of  errors  about  which,  in  alluding  to  the 
accuracy  of  this  book,  any  mention  would  be  made. 

7969.  (To  Mr.  Hunter.)  It  is  understood  that  the  object  of  the  remarks  you 
have  been  making  hitherto  is  to  show  that  a large  number  of  the  corrections 
which  appear  in  that  corrected  copy  are  not  corrections  of  what  you  would 
admit  to  be  inaccuracies,  but  some  corrections  of  purely  unimportant  inac- 
curacies, corrections,  and  others,  not  of  positive  inaccuracies,  but  merely  marks 
of  difference  of  judgment  as  to  the  proper  method  to  be  pursued  in  printing  ?— 
That  is  stated  very  correctly ; but  this  must  go  along  with  it  in  considering 
the  part  that  I had  in  it,  that  if  the  editor  had  not  thought  proper  to  introduce 
those  cancelled  lines,  there  was  no  possibility  to  introduce  them  ; it  was  not  for 
me  to  come  with  a new  principle,  and  say  that  they  should  be  here. 

7970.  Then  not  only  is  the  inaccuracy  so  much  a mere  matter  of  judgment, 
■but  even  if  you  had  agreed  with  those  who  hold  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
printed  in  a different  form,  it  was  not  a correction  you  could  have  made? — No, 
-certainly  I was  not  to  introduce  a new  principle.  I think  I have  now  nearly 
got  through  those  things  which  one  may  call  immaterial,  and  which  wear  the 
appearance  of  inaccuracies  without  being  so.  Now  turn  to  the  leaf  to  which 
public  attention  has  been  so  much  drawn ; the  imperfections  of  this  leaf  are  not 
'to  be  taken  as  specimens  of  the  way  in  which  this  Irish  Patent  Roll  is  edited. 
This  leaf  is  the  wrapper  of  the  roll ; it  is  the  part  of  the  roll  which  was  out- 
side in  a state  of  decay,  and  the  writing  much  fainter,  and  far  less  legible  than 
any  other  part  of  the  roll ; so  much  so,  that  I do  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Devon, 
or  that  myself,  especially  if  it  happened  that  we  were  collating  on  a cloudy  day, 
should  not  have  perceived  some  things  which  may  be  here.  The  word  “ Regi,” 
for  instance,  which  has  been  insisted  upon.  This  word  “ Regi,”  or  rather  what 
remains  of  it,  is  just  at  the  edge  of  the  roll.  Now  I see  that  it  is  there,  and  I 
cannot  say  that  I can  quite  excuse  myself  for  not  having  observed  it ; but  it  is 
so  faint,  and  so  little  of  it  remains,  that  it  was  unobserved  by  Mr.  Devon’s  tran- 
scriber originally,  by  Mr.  Devon  himself,  the  editor,  as  well  as  by  me  ; and  I 
think  it  is  a matter  that  a little  allowance  for  eye-sight  might  fairly  pass  over, 
and  especially  as  the  omission  of  the  word  “ Regi  ” affects  the  sense,  if  at  all, 
only  in  the  very  slightest  degree.  The  same  thing  is  said  whether  “ Regi  ” is 
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there  or  not ; at  least  so  I should  understand  that  a payment  into  the  Exche- 
quer would  be  a payment  to  the  King  if  there  is  no  special  party  designated. 

7971.  Have  you  any  explanation  to  give  of  the  “ nono  ” for  “ decimo  ” ?— I 
do  not  recollect  how  that  word  is  in  the  roll. — (Mr.  Hardy.)  It  is  very  obscure; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  “ decimo.” — (Mr.  Hunter.)  Here  is  another 
error  charged.  After  the  word  “ fiharum,”  it  is  alleged  that  “ et  hser  ” for 
“ et  haeredum,”  is  omitted.  Now,  when  I looked  at  the  roll  the  other  day,  I 
took  Mr.  Devon  to  my  assistance,  we  could  neither  of  us  see  “ et  hser.”  The 
writing  is  in  such  a defaced  state,  that  though  it  may  be  supplied  by  conjecture, 
and  there  may  be  a line  or  something  of  that  sort  which  may  be  taken  as  a 
pretext  for  introducing  it,  I should  say,  that  it  can  hardly  fairly  be  said  to  be 
there. — (Mr.  Hardy.)  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  there ; I saw  it 
myself. 

7972.  (To  Mr.  Hardy.)  One  copy  of  this  work,  which  is  here,  is  one  which 
you  corrected  without  seeing  the  other  copy  ; was  that  in  fact  suggested  to  you 
or  did  you  observe  it  yourself  ?—  (Mr.  Hardy.)  It  was  not  suggested  to  me  ; but 
I admit  that  the  passage  is  very  obscure. 

7973.  It  appears  then  that  this  was  a roll  which  required  very  sharp  eyes 
indeed  in  collating  ? — Certainly,  that  portion  of  it ; it  is  not,  however,  half  so 
bad  as  many  rolls  I have  edited. — (Mr.  Hunter.)  Then  I think  it  was  not  doing 
justice  to  the  Committee  to  select  that  which  was  in  this  very  obscure  and 
decayed  state,  and  to  leave  the  Committee  to  infer  from  the  corrections  made 
in  this  part  of  it,  that  the  rest  of  the  roll  might  be  equally  open  to  correction. 

7974.  (To  Mr.  Hardy.)  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  was  at  all  more  difficult 
than  many  others  ? — By  no  means ; many  of  the  rolls  that  I have  edited  were 
much  more  difficult ; several  passages  in  the  Patent  and  Close  Rolls  were  so  bad 
that  each  occupied  me  many  days  to  determine  upon. 

7975.  (To  Mr.  Hunter.)  It  appears  that  the  reason  that  these  errors  escaped 
your  notice  was,  your  not  having  originally  had  to  edit  the  work ; and  being 
merely  entrusted  with  the  supervision  of  it,  you  were  not  quite  sufficiently  on 
the  alert  as  to  the  inaccuracies  that  you  had  to  correct  ? — Certainly ; I should 
have  taken  the  work  entirely  into  my  own  hands,  and  proceeded  by  finger 
collation.  At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  must  perceive  that  I was  in  as 
very  difficult  situation  with  respect  to  the.  editor.  The  Committee  will  also 
understand  that  this  leaf  is  not  to  be  taken  as  a specimen  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  other  parts  of  this  roll  are  edited.  There  is  also  this  to  be  noticed : here 
is  a large  piece  of  manuscript  which  it  would  be  inferred  was  left  out  of  the 
printed  book  by  mistake  ; it  is  left  out,  being  cancelled  by  the  original  scribe, 
“ Quia  infrae  Rotulum”  ; that  is,  the  same  entry  occurs  here  in  the  roll,  and  is 
accordingly  printed ; it  had  been  put  upon  the  dorse  of  the  roll,  and  the  scribe 
struck  it  out  because  it  wras  in  the  body  of  the  roll. 

7976.  Is  it  not  clear  that  that  could  not  have  entered  into  the  grounds  of 
Mr.  Sweet’s  judgment,  because  it  had  not  been  observed  before  r — This  book, 
thus  corrected,  has  been  lying  in  this  room  during  nearly  the  whole  time  that  the 
Committee  has  been  sitting,  and  the  effect  it  was  calculated  to  produce,  was  an 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  and  other  persons 
against  the  editor. 

7977-  Everybody  must  have  seen  from  the  first  that  you  could  hardly,  in 
fairness,  be  called  the  editor?— I think  that  is  very  true ; but  if  there  was  any 
intention  of  raising  any  unfavourable  inference,  they  should  have  taken  some, 
work  really  mine ; they  should  have  taken  my  Pipe  Rolls  or  my  Fines ; and  if 
they  could  have  made  out  such  a set  of  notes  in  the  margin  of  those  works,  I 
should  have  acknowledged  that  it  was  my  fault. 

7978.  It  was  never  brought  in  order  to  prove  you  to  be  incompetent  to  be 
the  editor ; but  to  prove  the  inaccuracy  of  a particular  work  published  by  tlie 
commission  ? — I will  not  trouble  the  Committee  any  further. 
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Rev.  J.  Hunter. 
6 July  1836. 
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692  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the 


Veneris,  8°  die  Julii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller.  I Mr.  Pusey. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Williams  Wynn.  | Dr.  Bowring. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward  Sugden,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

Right  Hon.  7979-  Right  Hon.  C.  JV.  W.  Wynn.']  DOES  it  appear  to  you  that  for  some  of 
Sir  E.  Sugden.  the  records  better  accommodation  is  necessary  than  is  afforded  by  the  present 

■ repositories  ? — I can  give  no  satisfactory  answer  to  that  question,  because  I do  not 

8 July  1836.  know  what  accommodation  is  afforded  by  the  present  repositories. 

7980.  Would  it  appear  to  you  that  the  best  corrective  of  any  inconveniences 
which  may  exist  in  this  respect  would  be  the  erection  of  one  or  more  buildings, 
which  should  be  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  certain  portions  of  the 
national  records  ? — My  answer  to  the  former  question  will  show  that  I am  not 
competent  to  answer  the  present. 

7981.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  erected  a general  re- 
pository for  the  preservation  of  the  more  ancient  records  ? — I am  inclined  to 
think  it  would  be ; that  is,  if  you  take  all  the  present  records  down  to  a certain 
period,  I should  think  one  place  of  access  to  them  all  would  be  highly  convenient 
to  the  historian,  to  the  lawyer,  and  to  every  person  having  occasion  to  resort  to 
them  for  information. 

7982.  Can  you  state  what  period  would  be  the  proper  one  to  fix  ? — I should 
think  you  might  take  the  period  down  to  the  end  of  Henry  7.  Iam  speaking 
without  premeditation. 

7983.  As  early  as  that? — As  early  as  that ; because  the  other  documents  are, 
I apprehend,  such  as  are  very  readily  found  in  their  present  repositories. 

7984.  Chairman .]  Would  not  the  proper  limit  be  one  which  was  suggested  to 
us  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  that  the  only  reason  for  keeping  them  in  the 
immediate  custody  of  the  particular  court  to  which  they  belong,  is,  that  certain 
recent  records  are  in  considerable  use,  and  require  to  be  of  very  ready  access  for 
the  purposes  of  the  court ; but  that,  beyond  that  period  to  which  that  cause  applies, 
then  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  all  together,  in  order  that  the  searcher, 
who  does  not  know  exactly  what  record  it  is  that  he  wants  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  having  access  to  them  all  together  ? — I have  not  seen  these  questions 
before,  and  therefore  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  directing  my  attention 
to  the  particular  view  which  the  Committee  desire  to  take  evidence  upon.  I 
should  be  inclined  to  think  not,  because  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  access  to  the  modern  records  in  the  different  places  where 
they  are  now  placed ; and,  if  the  Record  Commission  goes  on,  new  indexes  will 
afford  facilities  in  searching  for  documents  such  as  have  not  hitherto  been 
enjoyed,  except  so  far  as  they  have  been  furnished  by  the  commission;  I think 
therefore  the  removal  of  these  extra  documents  is  not  very  material. 

7985.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Would  it  not  be  a very  convenient  line,  that  the  period 
should  be,  when  in  a general  way  the  documents  become  historical,  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  a document  which  would  be  likely  to  be  wanted  for  legal 
consultation  ? — The  line  of  distinction  that  struck  me  was,  to  put  all  those  docu- 
ments which  are  no  longer  in  common  use,  into  one  repository,  so  that  the 
antiquarian  and  the  historian  can  look  quietly  into  them.  Those  which  begin 
with  Henry  8,  relate  to  matters  of  business,  and  are  more  in  daily  use  and 
applied  to  men’s  titles  and  property ; I should  say  that  those  are  sufficiently 
accessible  in  the  repositories  in  which  they  are  placed. 

7986.  Chairman.]  Would  it  not  be  more  convenient  that  they  should  be 
altogether.  For  instance;  suppose  I wanted  to  know  what  dealings  at  law  there 

were 
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were  with  an  estate  in  the  time  of  Charles  2 ; I have  a vague  notion  that  there 
were  some  legal  proceedings,  but,  if  it  was  an  action  at  common  law,  I do  not 
know  in  which  court  it  was.  If  the  records  of  the  different  courts  are  kept  in 
different  parts  of  the  town  I have  to  go  from  one  office  to  another,  whereas  it 
would  be  a great  convenience  if  they  were  altogether  ? — If  I were  to  be  asked 
upon  the  question  of  convenience,  of  course  I should  say  yes  ; but  I have  floating 
in  my  mind  that  a vast  expense  must  be  occasioned,  a great  establishment  for 
that  purpose ; and  then  the  question  is,  whether  the  profit  will  be  sufficient  to 
justify  that  expenditure.  It  is  a question  of  profit  and  loss. 

7987.  But  is  there  not,  on  the  other  hand,  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the 
present  establishments  ? — I should  take  it  for  granted  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  officers  who  attend  to  them  belong  to  the  court  in  which  they  are  deposited, 
and  that  they  are  already,  most  of  them,  sufficiently  provided  for.  To  come  to  a 
just  conclusion  upon  this  question  one  should  have  exact  information. 

7988.  Dr.  Bowring .]  Of  course  the  number  of  keepers  in  the  present  reposi- 
tories would  form  a very  important  element  in  considering  the  question  of  the 
consolidation  of  the  whole  ? — Certainly. 

7989.  You  have  not  visited  the  present  repositories? — No;  I have  visited 
a few  of  them ; I have  examined  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  as  much 
as  most  practising  lawyers. 

7990.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn.]  Probably  you  have  had  greater  intercourse 
with  those  who  were  searching  for  records  for  the  establishing  of  titles  than  most 
men  ?— I have  seen  as  much  of  cases  in  which  documents  have  been  searched  for 
with  that  view,  probably,  as  any  man  living. 

7997.  Have  you  met  with  many  complaints  of  the  want  of  access  to  records,  of 
the  difficulty  with  which  searches  are  made,  or  of  impediments  made  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  them  for  ordinary  use  ? — Certainly  not : but,  as  it  stands  at 
present,  the  fees  for  searches  belong  to  the  public ; and  an  impediment  would, 
I rather  think,  now  be  found  to  exist,  as  regards  professional  men,  which  did  not 
exist  before.  Barristers,  for  example,  have  had  facilities  given  to  them  for 
searching,  and  have  been  assisted  by  the  officers  in  searching  for  records  of  a par- 
ticular nature,  which  perhaps  might  not  be  so  easily  obtained  now.  I will  give 
an  instance  which  occurred  to  me  the  other  day  : I wanted  to  examine  the  record 
of  a case  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2,  Fowler  v.  North,  and  I desired  my  former 
clerk  to  search  for  it,  so  that  when  I came  to  town  I might  look  at  it.  I wrote 
to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  who  very  obligingly  wrote  me  an  answer 
to  say,  that,  of  course,  whatever  access  he  could  give  to  me,  or  anybody  for  me, 
was  quite  at  my  service.  It  was  with  difficulty,  I understood,  that  the  record  was 
found ; and,  as  I understood,  it  was  necessary  that  somebody  in  the  office  should 
search ; that  the  search  could  not  have  been  profitably  made  by  a person  not 
acquainted  with  the  Record-office.  In  the  result,  the  charge  was  2 1.  for  the 
search;  and  at  last  I was  so  pressed  for  time  in  the  publication  for  which  I wanted 
it  that  I could  not  go  to  the  office  to  examine  the  record.  They  said  that  the 
27.  could  not  be  relinquished,  because  the  profit  went  to  the  public.  That  at 
once  relieved  me  from  any  scruple,  and  I thought  it  desirable  at  once  to  see 
how  the  new  system  worked,  so  that  barristers  should  not  lose  any  facilities  they 
used  to  enjoy. 

7992.  Dr.  Bowring.']  Do  you  mean  that  under  the  old  system,  barristers  used 
to  have  greater  privileges  than  they  now  have  in  consulting  records  ? — I used  as 
a barrister  to  have  full  access  to  all  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery ; 
I used  to  be  allowed  to  sit  in  the  office  and  copy  as  long  as  I pleased,  without 
paying  anything ; and  I might  search  as  much  as  I liked  without  paying,  and 
the  officers  would  assist  you ; but  I believe  the  rule  was  that  gentlemen  under 
the  bar  did  pay. 

7993*  Chairman .]  Then  it  must  have  been  for  the  purpose  of  your  books? — 
Yes,  I am  speaking  of  the  facilities  of  obtaining  access  to  the  records  for  pur- 
poses of  public  utility.  Mine  was  for  the  purpose  of  a publication,  and  then 
one  looks  upon  it  as  public  property. 

7994-  Dr.  Bowring.]  Then  the  difference  was  between  a reference  to  the 
records  for  a special  purpose  and  a general  power  of  consultation  for  a historical 
purpose  r — I cannot  say.  I rather  think  you  want  something  of  this'  sort.  No 
doubt  a barrister  would  now  be  allowed  to  search,  but  he  cannot  always  do  so  with 

0.33.  433  effect ; 
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Sir  E.  Sugden. 
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Right  Hon.  effect ; and,  if  the  officers  assist  him,  the  fees  belong  to  the  public,  and  cannot  be 
5ir  E.  Sugden.  relinquished.  There  should  be  a power  in  the  officers,  which  I have  no  doubt 

they  would  willingly  exercise,  to  remit  in  proper  cases  the  fees  which  now 

8 July  1836.  belong  to  the  public.  Because  now  that  the  fees  are  paid  to  the  public,  and  the 
officers  are  paid  by  the  public  for  the  purposes  of  publication,  there  ought  to  be 
every  possible  assistance  given  to  individuals.  The  2 l.  I mentioned  has  not 
been  paid ; but  I begged  to  have  a written  statement  who  was  to  have  the  benefit 
of  it,  and  I have  heard  no  more  of  it.  I wish  distinctly  to  be  understood  that 
I am  not  preferring  a complaint,  but  I am  suggesting  what  may  be  an  improve- 
ment. 

7995 . Chairman.']  When  you  say  that  you  think  that  the  bar  should  be 
allowed  this  access,  and  that  they  were  allowed  access  in  former  times,  are  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  that  access  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  writing 
books,  and  that  you  would  not  have  it  understood  that  in  the  regular  course  of 
professional  practice  a barrister  would  ever  go  and  make  these  extracts  for  the 
sake  of  his  clients  ? — Certainly  not ; I started  with  saying  that  it  was  for  public, 
utility ; I apprehend  it  arises  in  this  way,  that  for  want  of  such  indexes  as 
a layman  can  put  his  hand  upon,  the  search  must  be  intrusted  to  an  officer,  and 
then  the  fee  being  for  the  public,  the  clerk  cannot  relinquish  it;  and  I only 
suggest  that  some  person  in  the  office  should  have  the  power  of  relinquishing 
the  fees  where  the  searches  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  I wish  only  to  put 
it  as  a suggestion,  that,  if  the  law  should  be  found  to  require  modification 
power  should  be  given  to  the  chief  of  each  office  to  remit  the  fees  upon  searches- 
for  legal  or  historical  purposes. 

7996.  Dr.  Bowring.]  You  consider  that  they  have  not  authority  to  remit  the 
fees  under  the  Act?— Speaking  of  the  Act  from  recollection  I should  say  that 
they  have  not  the  power,  but  I am  speaking  of  it  without  having  it  before 
me. 

7997.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  IV.  Wynn.]  You  have  spoken  with  respect  to  the 
records  generally,  ancient  and  modern ; your  attention  is  particularly  requested 
to  those  which  are  wanted  for  ordinary  use,  such  as  bills,  answers,  depositions  and 
decrees  in  equity;  and,  at  commomlaw,  declarations,  pleas  and  judgments.  Have 
you  ever  met  with  any  complaints  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  access  to  those  ? — 
Not  the  slightest.  In  the  court  to  which  I belong,  if  they  are  the  records  of  the- 
court  itself,  the  court  can  send  for  its  own  records ; and  it  is  a common  thing 
to  send  for  the  record  into  court,  and  that  is  done  by  a verbal  order. 

7998.  Chairman.]  When  you  want  a particular  document,  in  a particular 
cause,  of  course  there  would  be  that  facility;  but,  with  the  deficiency  of  indexes 
there  is  at  present,  is  not  it  sometimes  difficult  to  get  the  information  which 
you  know  is  in  one  of  those  documents,  but  you  cannot  say  where  ? — I never  met 
with  an  instance  of  any  complaint  of  that  sort,  and  it  is  hardly  likely  to  happen ; 
because  if  there  has  been  a litigation  there  must  be  a trace  of  it ; and  if  there  is 
a trace  of  it  there  is  very  little  difficulty  in  finding  something  or  other  relating 
to  it.  I have  searched  often,  without  success,  for  cases  which  have  been  inci- 
dentally mentioned  to  be  decided,  there  being  an  imperfect  note.  I have  searched 
for  them  to  find  an  accurate  note  of  them,  generally  with  success,  but  sometimes 
without.  1 have  searched  for  many  years  under  the  proper  names,  and  have  not 
met  with  them,  but  that  is  where  I suppose  the  record,  for  some  reasons,  has 
not  existed ; but  I have  no  instance  in  my  recollection  of  any  cause  where  there 
has  been  a want  of  due  means  of  referring  to  any  litigation  regarding  the 
estate  in  question. 

7999-  that  case  the  very  circumstance  which  raises  the  necessity  of  referring 
to  the  record  tells  you  where  to  go,  but  the  question  referred  to  cases  which 
have  been  mentioned  to  the  Committee,  where  it  is  not  precisely  known;  sup- 
pose, for  instance,  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  you  wanted  to  find  out  something  that 
you  knew  had  taken  place,  without  exactly  knowing  the  names  of  the  parties 
to  the  suit,  knowing  that  a suit  has  taken  place,  but  not  exactly  knowing 
the  names  of  the  parties? — I cannot  conceive  that,  in  that  case,  anything 
short  of  a publication  of  all  the  records  relating  to  all  the  litigations  which- 
have  existed  would  answer  the  purpose. 

8000.  The  party  knows  the  property  if  there  were  a proper  index  P — Sup- 
pose a bill  is  filed  relating  to  a property  in  a certain  family,  and  there 
should  be  a hundred  different  estates  mentioned  in  it,  sometimes  with  the 

counties, 
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counties,  and  sometimes  without,  I am  afraid  that  nothing  would  meet  such 
a difficulty  as  is  now  spoken  of. 

8001.  Dr.  Bowring. ] As  far  as  the  Chancery  Records  are  concerned,  the 
indexes  are  perfect? — As  far  as  those  records  are  concerned,  to  my  know- 
ledge, no  difficulty  arises  in  procuring  access  to  those  which  you  want;  but 
I am  not  at  all  pledging  myself  to  their  being  perfect.  I have  often  had 
recourse  to  them,  and  found  them  very  useful  and  competent  to  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  resorted  to. 

8002.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  IV.  Wynn .]  If  there  had  been  any  confusion  in  the 
Chancery,  Exchequer,  King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas  offices,  which  prevented 
proper  access  to  the  .records  in  them,  would  not  this  in  the  course  of  your  practice 
have  become  known  to  you  ? — I should  think  it  must.  As  to  some  of  the  courts 
it  must  have  become  known  to  me,  as  to  others  it  might  or  might  not ; but 
I think  it  could  hardly  have  not  come  to  my  knowledge  in  the  course  of  the 
extensive  practice  I have  been  engaged  in. 

8003.  Chairman .]  There  has  been  a general  complaint,  by  a witness,  of  the 
utter  want  of  satisfactory  indexes  to  all  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench  and 
Common  Pleas : it  appears  that  the  only  index  is  the  Docket-book,  which  is 
a most  meagre  index.  From  your  experience,  should  you  say  that  that  is  an 
exaggerated  complaint? — No,  those  are  the  courts  I meant  to  except.  The 
King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas  I know  very  little  about ; I have  said,  as  to 
them,  that  I thought  the  complaint  could  not  exist  to  a great  extent  without  my 
hearing  of  it.  I examined  the  Docket-books  several  times  in  the  King’s  Bench, 
fpr  the  purpose  of  making  myself  master  of  their  operations,  but  not  for  a consi- 
derable time  back ; I thought  them  generally  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  wanted.  If  the  object  in  view- is  to  have  such  a publication  as 
will  inform  a man  at  once  in  what  litigation  his  property  has  been  at  any  time 
involved,  I should  take  it  for  granted  that  it  never  did  exist,  and  never  can 
exist ; the  expense  would  not  be  justified  by  the  object;  it  is  a thing  upon  a scale 
that  no  country  can  realize. 

8004.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn.]  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  searching  the 
indexes  ? — Not  any.  The  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to  judgments  did  not  in- 
clude those  of  the  running  term,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  the  office 
has  very  properly  supplied  that ; and  there  is  a sort  of  paper  book  which  contains 
those  that  are  not  on  the  roll ; so  that  the  facilities  of  the  office  are  such  as 
enable  you  at  once  to  get  at  the  judgments,  speaking  from  my  own  experience 
and  my  own  searches. 

8005.  Looking  at  the  recent  Limitation  Acts,  would  you  advise  the  com- 
pletion of  Docket-books  from  the  earliest  times?— I should  think  that  an  ex- 
pense of  a very  doubtful  nature.  The  Limitation  Acts  must  necessarily  curtail 
the  use  which  has  hitherto  been  required  of  ancient  documents ; because  they 
limit  the  time  within  which  an  estate  can  be  recovered,  and  of  course  the 
validity  of  the  title,  speaking  generally,  may  be  represented  by  the  time  of  the 
limitation. 

8006.  Then  do  not  you  think  that  such  documents  are  not  likely  to  be  required 
by  the  court  beyond  a certain  number  of  years  extent  ? — Certainly  that  is  my 
opinion. 

8007.  Would  it  not  then  be  convenient  if  those  beyond  a certain  date  could 
be  removed  from  out  of  the  custody  of  the  court,  and  sent  to  a general  repository? 
— That  is  a point  which  I have  already  spoken  to,  and  it  is  a mere  question  of 
drawing  the  line ; I,  in  fact,  would  draw  the  line  in  that  way,  but  I have  not 
materials  enough  to  say  where.  As  I understand  the  question,  it  comes  to  this, 
would  you  have  one  repository  in  which  you  would  store  up  so  as  to  be  acces- 
sible to  the  historian,  the  antiquarian  and  the  legal  inquirer ; would  you  have 
one  repository  in  which  all  the  documents  not  required  for  the  common  purposes 
of  mankind  should  be  found,  and  I would  say  yes. 

8008.  The  question  is  also  to  be  looked  at  with  a view  to  relieving  the  courts 
of  justice  from  the  custody  of  records,  for  which  they  are  not  likely  to  have 
occasion.  Would  not  a different  rule  be  desirable  with  respect  to  different 
courts.  The  question  particularly  refers  to  the  Exchequer,  where  tithe-causes 
are  carried  on,  and  where  therefore  earlier  records  are  in  use  than  in  the  King’s 
Bench,  where,  by  the  Statutes  of  Limitation,  probably  records  would  not  be  wanted 
of  so  early  a date? — I should  say,  that  if  you  do  not  take  some  ancient  boundary, 
such  as  I first  suggested,  a different  portion  of  time  would  properly  apply  to  the 
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Right  Hon.  different  courts,  and  that  the  judges  and  officers  of  each  court  would  best  be 
Sir  E.  Sugden.  to  point  out  what  the  proper  boundary  was. 

~~~  ~T  8009.  It  was  a recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
8 Juy  1 3 • on  the  state  of.  public  records  in  the  year  1800,  that  such  of  the  Year  Books  as 

have  not  been  printed  should  be  committed  to  the  press  ; and  that  it  might  be 
expedient  to  prepare  for  the  public  an  uniform  edition  of  the  Y ear  Books  from 
the  reign  of  Edward  1 to  that  of  Henry  8,  with  a general  index.  Does  it 
appear  to  you  that  there  would  result  from  the  execution  of  this  measure  any 
considerable  advantage  to  our  knowledge  of  the  history  and  progress  of  English 

jurisprudence  proportioned  to  the  expense  which  it  necessarily  would  require  ? 

I should  say  certainly  not.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  copies  of  the 
Year  Books,  which  are  in  every  lawyer’s  library,  as  far  as  they  have  been 
published.  If  I were  to  say  that  one  lawyer  in  a hundred  has  recourse  to  those 
that  are  already  published,  I should  probably  speak  within  limit.  The  Year 
Books  may  be  considered  now  to  have  been,  I will  not  say  entirely  superseded  • 
but  if  you  take  Coke  upon  Littleton,  for  example,  that  is  a sort  of  boundary,  it 
extracts  the  marrow  of  the  law  as  it  stood  up  to  the  period  when  Coke  wrote. 
Very  few  people  go  beyond  that,  and  if  you  do — I have  myself  looked  into  the 
Year  Books  lr  any  hundreds  of  times,  and  translated  some  of  the  important  cases— 

I should  say  it  is  more  a matter  of  curious  research  than  of  useful  investigation, 
and  certainly  the  benefit  would  be  in  no  proportion  whatever  to  the  loss  by  the 
expense. 

801 0.  Another  suggestion  was,  that  an  uniform  edition  should  be  prepared  of 
the  ancient  law  writers,  such  as  Glanville,  Britton,  Bracton,  and  Fleta ; does 
it  appear  to  you  that  such  an  edition,  founded  upon  a collation  of  the  best 
manuscripts,  would  be  desirable  ? — Such  a publication  would  be  so  honourable 
to  a country  like  this,  in  sending  forth  a perfectly  correct  edition  of  the  works 
of  those  ancient  authors  in  which  the  law  is  recorded,  that  I should  think  it 
highly  desirable. 

8011.  Are  they  not  the  principal  evidence  that  we  have  of  what  the  common 
law  of  England  was  at  the  early  period  of  the  history  of  this  country  ? — No 
doubt. 

8012.  Would  it  appear  to  you  an  expedient  measure  to  print  for  public  use 
the  private  Acts  of  Parliament  down  to  a certain  period  ? — I should  say  not. 

8013.  Are  you  conversant  with  the  early  private  Acts  of  Parliament? — 

I necessarily  have  had  probably  as  much  occasion  as  any  man  to  have  recourse 
to  them,  because  there  is  scarcely  a private  Act  but  relates  to  some  estate  or 
some  property ; now  as  I have  so  often  investigated  titles,  in  and  out  of  Court, 

I must  have  seen  as  many  private  Acts  as  come  under  the  review  of  most 
men. 

8014.  Do  not  you  find  that  in  the  private  Acts  of  Parliament,  down  to  the 
period  of  the  Restoration,  there  frequently  are  provisions  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
of  a public  nature  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge  at  this  moment ; but  that  might 
arise  from  this,  that,  supposing  it  be  so,  generally  speaking  I should  have 
only  that  portion  of  the  private  Acts  of  Parliament  before  me  which  relates  to 
the  estates,  because  they  come  before  me  not  as  matter  of  history,  but  as 
evidence  of  right ; but  the  Committee  are  aware  that,  speaking  of  the  early 
period  which  has  been  referred  to,  and  before  that,  and  even  later,  the  private 
Acts  of  Parliament  were  of  a character  that  could  not  be  properly  maintained ; 
a thousand  things  were  done  by  private  Acts  of  Parliament  then  which  would 
very  much  shock  our  notions  of  right  at  this  day.  I do  not,  therefore,  see  what 
benefit  is  to  be  obtained  from  publishing  Acts  of  Parliament  of  that  nature. 

8015.  Are  there  not  many  cases  in  which  it  would  be  of  use  for  the  purpose 
of  historical  inquiry  ? — I should  think  that  as  far  as  they  would  show  descent, 
and  so  on,  perhaps  they  would ; but  that  appears  not  quite  a sufficient  ground 
for  putting  the  public  to  the  expense  of  publishing  them,  'and  they  must  gene- 
rally be  well  known  to  the  parties  whose  titles  they  would  prove. 

8016.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  think  the 
authentic  editions  of  the  Statutes  of  England  and  of  Scotland  have  been  highly 
useful  ? — No  doubt,  both  highly  useful  and  highly  creditable  to  the  country. 

8017.  As  Chancellor  of  Ireland  had  you  an  opportunity  of  becoming  aware  of 
the  expediency  of  publishing  any  inedited  Irish  Statutes? — No,  I had  not; 
I was  there  a very  short  period,  as  the  Committee  is  aware,  and  that  subject  did 
not  come  before  me. 

8018.  The 
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801  *S.  The  present  constitution  of  the  Record  Commission  is  that  of  having 
a supreme  direction  vested  in  a body  of  unsalaried  commissioners,  amongst  whom 
are  some  of  the  judges  and  persons  high  in  political  office,  and  also  gentlemen 
distinguished  for  their  historical  knowledge,  and  whose  orders  are  executed  by 
persons  receiving  salaries ; does  it  appear  to  you  that  this  constitution  is  well 
adapted  to  the  attainment  of  the  object  contemplated  in  the  commission  ? — If 
I were  to  give  an  opinion  upon  this  subject,  with  the  little  information  I have, 
I should  rather  think  not ; my  general  impression  is,  on  such  subjects,  that  no 
continuing  work,  no  labour  that  is  to  go  on  from  month  to  month,  and  year  to 
year,  can  ever  he  well  executed,  except  by  those  who  are  paid  for  their  labour ; 
speaking  generally,  I hold  gratuitous  labour  very  lightly. 

8019.  Chairman.']  Would  that  opinion  apply  with  particular  force  to  those 
duties  of  the  Record  Commission  which  are  not  of  a very  interesting  kind,  but 
which  require  constant  superintendence  and  care,  such  as  the  business  of  seeing 
the  records  kept  in  a proper  state,  properly  arranged,  and  all  the  preparation  of 
indexes,  calendars  and  so  forth? — You  can  expect  that  from  nobody  but  a person 
who  has  a salary ; but,  having  answered  the  question  generally,  I should  say  this 
commission  would  admit  of  a different  consideration,  because,  as  it  goes  to  illus- 
trate the  history  of  the  country,  it  is  surrounded  by  associations  which  would 
very  much  win  the  attention  of  such  persons  as  are  put  upon  the  commission, 
I think  this  may  to  a great  extent  be  an  exception  to  what  I should  consider  as 
the  general  rule ; and  when  I see  the  persons  who  are  upon  this  commission, 
I feel  confident  that  they  would  give  a degree  of  attention  to  this  subject  which 
an  ordinary  subject  might  fail  to  win  from  them. 

8020.  Do  you  carry  that  so  far  as  to  suppose  that  they  would  attend  to  all 
the  details  of  arrangement  ? — No ; I have  already  answered  that  question. 

8021.  You  mean  merely  in  considering  such  questions  as  the  publication  of 
particular  works? — I refer  to  the  serious  application  of  their  minds  to  the 
propriety  of  publishing  any  particular  work,  and  to  review  the  manner  in  which 
that  publication  was  executed. 

8022.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Do  you  think  that  the  higher  functionaries  of  the  state 
can,  with  the  pressure  of  public  business  upon  them,  give  sufficient  time  to  the 
superintendence  and  management  of  the  publications  of  such  a body  as  the 
Record  Commission  ? — I should  say,  decidedly  not ; but  then  I look  at  the  con- 
stitution of  this  Commission,  and  I find  in  it  not  only  persons  of  that  description, 
but  persons  of  another  description  who  have  time  to  give  to  it ; and  I have  seen 
enougli  of  public  boards,  which  meet  with  an  intention  to  do  their  duty,  to  know 
that,  if  there  be  amongst  them  men  who  can  and  will  give  their  time,  it  is  very 
easy  to  enlighten  the  understanding  of  those  persons  to  whom  you  have  referred, 
who  cannot  give  their  time,  but  have  ability,  and  can  give  their  minds  quickly, 
when  their  attention  is  brought  to  a point,  in  a way  in  which  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  a subject  of  this  nature  should  receive  attention. 

. 8023.  Chairman.]  Without  specifying  the  names,  do  you  know,  with  reference 
to  those  persons  whose  names  have  excited  this  confidence  in  you,  how  far  they 
have  in  practice  attended  ? — Not  in  the  least ; I am  speaking  of  them  simply  as  I 
would  of  any  other  set  of  public  men. 

8024.  Dr.  Bowring .]  If  you  should  find  that  the  attendances  were  unfrequent, 
should  not  you  think  that  fact  of  non-attendance  a great  inconvenience  and  an 
objection  to  the  appointment  ? — I should. 

8025.  Eight  Hon.  C.  IV.  IV.  IVynn.]  Would  you  think  that  it  would  be  better  to 
vest  the  supreme  direction  in  a body  of  persons  receiving  salaries? — Certainly  not; 
but  my  opinion  would  take  rather  a different  turn,  it  would  be  modified.  I have 
already  spoken  of  what  I consider  the  advantages  of  such  a board  as  this, 
(advantages  which  money  cannot  buy),  and  if  you  can  obtain  them,  very  well. 
My  opinion  is  that  there  is  a drawback  upon  it,  because  you  never  can  get  any 
set  of  men  to  go  on  in  a laborious  business,  unless  they  are  paid  for  it,  unless  it 
is  their  duty  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  functions.  I should  think,  therefore, 
that  whilst  persons  such  as  those  in  this  commission  ought  to  have  the  supreme 
management,  there  should  be  other  persons  with  considerable  authority  who 
ought  to  dedicate  the  whole  of  their  time  to  the  subject,  and  who  ought  to  be 
responsible  officers  for  the  duties  to  be  performed. 

8026.  To  be  employed  under  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Commission  ; sub- 
commision  ? — In  effect,  sub-commissioners ; and  with  the  matter  so  arranged  as 
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not  to  invite  or  enable  the  supreme  commissioners  to  vacate  their  functions  and 
throw  them  upon  the  sub-commissioners. 

8027.  Would  you  be  disposed  to  unite  the  directive  and  the  executory  duties 
in  the  same  persons  ? — Generally  speaking,  I should  say  not ; in  short  my 
opinion  takes  this  direction,  that  there  ought  to  be  some  person  of  station  and 
consequence  whose  whole  time  would  be  dedicated  to  the  commission,  and  who 
would  be  paid;  and  who  should  have  a very  strong  power  as  a controlling  power 
in  common  with  the  superior  authority  of  the  board. 

8028.  Dr.  Bowring.']  You  would  have  one  paid  commissioner  in  a state  of 
equality,  and  occupying  the  same  elevated  station  as  an  unpaid  commissioner?— 
I think  that  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  an  officer  of  rank  and  station  who 
would  be  a commissioner,  and  have  the  power  of  a commissioner,  who  should  be 
paid  for  his  services,  and  should  be  bound  to  dedicate  his  whole  time  to  the 
commission.  As  he  would  have  but  one  voice,  the  supreme  authority  would  still 
remain  in  the  general  body  of  commissioners. 

8029.  ^i^atVioxi.C.W.W.TVynn.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  sufficient 
occupation  for  the  whole  time  of  such  commissioner  without  interfering  disad- 
vantageously  with  the  executive  functions  of  those  employed  by  the.  commission? 
— I cannot  answer  that  question,  because  I do  not  know  how  much  is  proposed  to 
be  executed,  and  therefore  I can  only  speak  generally  ; but  it  appears  to  me  the 
commission  never  can  be  of  any  value,  unless  you  start  with  a direction  as  to 
the  works  to  be  published : there  are  two  things,  the  selection  of  the  works,  and 
the  mode  in  which  the,  editing  of  those  works  is  performed ; but  the  foundation 
must  be  a due  selection.  I should  be  afraid  that  without  some  responsible 
person  in  the  commission  itself  you  might,  have  works  published  which  would 
not  be  of  sufficient  public  utility,  for  the  reason  I have  already  given,  that  you 
cannot  get  men  continually  to  give  their  minds  very  severely  to  matters  which 
it  is  not  their  absolute  duty  to  attend  to. 

8030.  Dr.  Bowring.]  You  do  not  think  the  responsibility  could  be  made  to 
bear  strongly  enough  upon  unpaid  commissioners  ? — I am  afraid  not. 

8031.  Chairman.]  Do  not  you  think  a great  number  is  an  objection?— 
A great  number  is  very  objectionable,  except  that,  generally  speaking,  I find  it 
leads  to  the  selection  of  a competent  body,  who  really  perform  the  duty,  the  others 
giving  an  eye  to  see  that  such  body  do  execute  the  duties  of  the  office. 

8032.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Supposing  high  public  functionaries  were  commissioners 
in  virtue  of  their  office,  would  not  a change  of  administration  and  other  such 
circumstances  be  a great  inconvenience  ? — It  necessarily  introduces  new  men 
into  matters  with  which  they  have  not  before  been  conversant ; but  I must  not 
be  understood  to  say  that  I think  they  ought  not  to  be  commissioners.  I think 
they  ought;  but  that  there  ought  to  be  somebody  else  in  the  commission. 
I think  you  ought  to  have  somebody  in  the  commission  who  is  paid  for  the 
services,  and  whose  sole  duty  it  should  be  to  attend  to  the  matters  of  the  com- 
mission. 

8033.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  TV.  Wynn.]  That  is,  supposing  there  is  sufficient  occu- 
pation for  the  whole  of  his  time? — I would  give  him  the  actual  occupation. 
I would  have  such  a person  to  execute  the  duties  to  the  extent  required ; supposing 
it  required  only  three  months  of  his  time  in  a year,  let  him  be  paid  according  to 
his  labour.  If  the  check  is  good,  it  is  not  the  less  necessary  because  it  occupies 
only  three  months  of  the  year. 

8034.  Dr.  Bowring.]  You  would  have  one  responsible  commissioner  vested 
with  this  authority? — That  is  my  opinion.  If  the  Committee  will  give  me 
leave,  I will  make  an  observation  upon  a publication  which  I have  no  doubt 
there  are  very  good  reasons  for,  the  publication  of  all  the  Fines.  I do  not  quite 
see  the  reason  for  so  extensive  a publication  as  that  of  all  the  ancient  fines  which 
have  been  levied.  With  respect  to  the  ancient  records,  by  publishing  them  for 
a certain  period,  it  shows  the  nature  of  them,  and  gives  a history  of  them ; 
but  if  you  have  perfect  indexes  to  the  others,  I do  not  see  the  benefit  of  publish- 
ing them,  because  you  never  can  hope  to  publish  all. 

8035.  The  Fines  are  intended  to  come  down  to  Richard  and  John? — That  goes 
along  with  my  opinion.  The  publication  of  the  more  ancient  ones  down  to  a 
certain  time  gives  you  an  idea  of  those  times,  but  it  would  be  useless  to  go 
beyond  that. 

8036.  Are  there  any  other  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission 
upon  which  you  would  wish  to  offer  any  suggestions  to  the  Committee?  No. 

I should 
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I should  say  that  such  as  the  Taxatio  of  Pope  Nicolas,  and  the  Valor  „of  Henry  8, 
and  the  Inquisitions,  and  documents  of  that  sort,  are  necessarily  published  in 
their  entire  state ; but  I think  that  when  you  get  into  grants,  patents  of  any 
nature,  or  fines,  you  ought  to  stop  somewhere,  that  is,  they  should  be  published 
to  an  extent  to  show  you  the  nature  of  them,  and  that  an  historian,  for  example, 
may  see  exactly  what  was  the  practice  of  that  period  ; but  I do  not  think  it  is 
advisable  or  profitable  to  go  on  publishing  a vast  number  of  them.  It  is  advis- 
able, when  you  have  exhibited  the  character  of  them,  to  give  a perfect  index,  so 
as  to  show  persons  where  access  may  be  had  to  anything  of  a similar  nature ; 
but  as  it  strikes  me,  with  sincere  deference,  I do  not  see  a corresponding  benefit 
in  a long  continuation  of  them,  nor  am  I even  aware  that  it  is  intended  to 
continue  them.  The  Privy  Council  Records,  which  have  been  published  to. 
a considerable  extent,  appear  to  me  extremely  desirable,  for  they  are  mixed  up 
with  the  history  of  the  country.  With  respect  to  the  Fines,  it  is  not,  I suppose, 
the  object  of  the  commission  to  publish  records  upon  a large  scale  relating  to 
private  transactions.  It  does  not  strike  me  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  Record 
Commission  to  publish  what  may  be  useful  to  private  individuals  in  their  titles, 
but  that  it  ought  to  take  a more  public  range ; but,  speaking  generally  of  the 
publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  I should  say  that  they  are  of  a highly 
respectable  character,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  a great  benefit  to  the  public. 

8037.  Chairman .]  How  long  have  you  had  the  publications  of  the  Record 
Commission  ? — Some'  of  them  only  very  lately,  but  I have  had  a copy  of  others 
of  them  for  many  years ; and  I have  had  access  to  them  ever  since  they  have 
been  published. 

8038.  Those  that  have  just  come  into  your  possession,  were  they  sent  to  you 
by  the  board  ? — By  the  board,  within  the  last  10  days  or  a fortnight. 

8039.  How  many  volumes  ? — I cannot  speak,  but  I can  state  generally  what 
they  were ; there  is  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  I think  there  are  six  volumes,  folio, 
and  some  Patent  Rolls,  and  the  Nonarum  Inquisitiones  (that  is  a folio  volume 
also) ; and  there  are  several  octavo  volumes  ; there  are  five  volumes  of  the  Privy 
Council  Records,  two  I think  of  some  Qlose  Rolls,  and  one,  I think,  of  Patent 
Rolls;  altogether,  I should  say,  probably  12  octavo  volumes,  and  nine  folio 
volumes. 

8040.  Did  any  note  accompany  those  books  ? — From  the  Kings’  printer ; his 
compliments  to  me,  and  he  was  desired  by  the  board,  I think,  to  send  me  the 
copies  of  the  publications. 

8041.  Did  you  understand  that  they  were  sent  to  you  for  any  specific  pur- 
pose ? — I took  it  for  granted  they  were  sent  to  me  in  consequence  of  the  previous 
application  to  me  to  be  examined  here.  I thought  it  was  probably  with  a view 
to  assist  me  in  considering  the  subject ; but,  if  I am  asked  the  question,  I con- 
sidered myself  as  sufficiently  a' public  character,  from  the  station  I.  have  filled, 
to  have  such  publications  given  to  me,  provided  they  are  sent  to  public  function  - 
aries.  I was  not  surprised  at  receiving  them ; whether  they  came  properly  or 
not  I cannot  say,  but  I was  not  at  all  astonished  at  receiving  them.  I am  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  presents  of  books  to  a considerable  extent  from  indi- 
viduals. 

8042.  You  considered  them  a present,  not  a loan? — Decidedly  a present; 
without  a question : from  the  note  which  accompanied  them  I considered  them 
a donation,  undoubtedly. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

8043.  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  TV.  Wynn .]  IN  the  course  of  the  investigations  into 
constitutional  history,  in  which  you  are  known  to  have  been  engaged,  will  you  have 
the  goodness  to  inform  the  Committee  if  you  have  not  had  frequent  occasion  to  refer 
to  and  use  the  national  records? — I have  for  many  years  had  occasion  personally  to 
refer  to  the  records  which  have  been  published  by  the  commissioners,  hut  I have 
had  much  more  frequent  occasion  to  recommend  persons  who  have  been  engaged 
in  investigations  with  which  I have  been  connected,  to  request  that  they  w’ould 
search  accurately  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information  from  those  records. 

8044.  Has  it  been  by  resorting  to  the  original  records  in  the  respective  offices 
m which  they  are  deposited,  or  have  you  used  the  various  printed  copies? — For 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  myself  in  the  first  instance  as  to  the  place  in  which  the 
records  were  to  be  found,  as  to  their  general  nature,  and  as  to  the  state  of  preser- 
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vation  in  wjiich  they  were,  and  also  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  means  of 
access  to  them,  I have  occasionally  gone  to  the  several  repositories  where  the 
original  documents  are,  not  for  the  purpose  of  actually  seeing  them,  especially 
where  they  have  been  connected  with  any  particular  period  or  any  particular  fact 
that,  generally  speaking,  I was  desirous  of  investigating ; I have  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  private  investigation,  the  indexes  which  have  been  published  by  the 
commissioners,  and  I have  found  myself,  from  them,  enabled  not  only  to  get 
information  that  I wanted  myself,  but  also  to  suggest  to  others  the  clue  which 
they  should  follow  with  the  view  of  obtaining  information  which  was  required. 

8045.  Chairman.']  Which  have  you  used  for  that  purpose? — I have  usually 
used  the  Doomsday,  the  Quo  Warranto,  the  Patent  Rolls,  the  Chartas  Antiquae, 
and  the  Hundred  Rolls  ; I do  not  know  whether  I can  specify  them  all,  but  I have 
at  considerable  expense  put  myself  in  possession  of  those  with  the  view  of  using 
them,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  borough  election  matters.  I have  constantly 
found  myself  obliged  to  refer  to  them  to  pick  up  the  history  of  any  particular 
borough  at  the  point  where  it  was  likely  to  be  illustrated  by  the  means  I have 
suggested,  when  it  appeared  to  me  at  the  time  to  be  necessary  to  illustrate  the 
history  of  any  particular  place. 

8046.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  JV.  IVynn.]  Would  it  have  been  practicable  for  you 
to  have  used  those  records  as  extensively  and  as  advantageously  by  consulting 
the  originals  as  you  have  used  them  when  presented  in  the  form  of  books? — To 
me,  engaged  professionally,  it  would  have  been  absolutely  impracticable  to  have 
consulted  the  originals  to  any  great  extent.  And  I believe  I may  say  it  has 
frequently  occurred  that  I found  the  impossibility,  even  with  those  persons  who 
devote  their  whole  attention  to  the  subject,  of  consulting  the  originals  within  such 
a period  as  was  practicable  and  useful  to  the  person  wanting  information. 

8047.  You  have  spoken  of  investigations  respecting  ancient  boroughs;  in  suits, 
respecting  ancient  franchises,  manors,  ports,  navigable  rivers,  and  respecting  paro- 
chial or  other  boundaries,  have  you  found  the  same  advantage  in  the  use  of  the 
printed  records  ? — I have  found  them  of  the  same  importance  in  all  those  matters, 
both  public  and  private;  and  to  that  list  I would  add  the  extent  of  forests,  which 
forms  a most  material  ingredient  in  ascertaining  the  extent  and  contents  of  parishes; 
because  the  usual  divisions  of  extra-parochial  places  are  chiefly  to  be  ascertained 
by  their  having  been  portions  of  an  ancient  forest. 

8048.  Do  you  speak  simply  with  reference  to  the  indexes,  or  also  with  a view 
to  the  fuller  publications  of  the  originals  by  the  Record  Commission  ? — I have 
always  found  that  in  proportion  as  the  indexes  were  extensive  they  rather  assumed 
the  character  of  extracts  than  of  indexes,  and  were  the  more  useful ; because  it  is 
by  means  of  obtaining  the  precise  information  which  may  lie  undiscovered  and 
unthought  of,  and  therefore  not  to  be  detected  in  the  index,  that  1 have  found  the 
greatest  advantage  in  using  them ; and  therefore  I should  say,  the  more  extensive 
the  publication  of  the  original  documents  is,  the  better  it  is  for  the  purposes  to 
which  I have  alluded. 

8049.  Were  the  very  important  contents  of  Doomsday-book  tolerably  well 
know’ll  before  the  records  were  printed  ? — In  investigating  the  history  of  boroughs, 
as  far  as  I have  had  occasion  to  consult  the  extracts  which  have  been  made  by 
authors  who  have  written  upon  that  subject,  I found  the  extracts  were  frequently 
very  imperfect,  were  misapplied,  and  frequently  misunderstood  by  them;  and  there- 
fore I long  since  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  document  which  had 
tended  so  much  to  remove  many  errors  with  respect  to  the  history  of  our  boroughs 
as  the  general  publication  of  Doomsday,  which,  being  in  the  hands  of  everybody, 
we  can  refer  to  without  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  Chapter-house  to  see  that 
document,  and  without  the  necessity  of  handling  that  book  more  than  would  be 
convenient  or  desirable  with  respect  to  its  preservation. 

8050.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  Doomsday-book  was  not  published  by 
the  Record  Commission? — It  was  published  before  the  Record  Commission,  and 
probably  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  publications  that  ever  was  made  ; but  still,  from 
the  number  of  abbreviations,  there  was  difficulty  in  reading  it  and  understanding  its 
contents.  It  was,  in  point  of  fact,  used  but  little  tiil  the  preface  (which  is  pre- 
fixed to  it,  and  which  is  published  by  the  commission)  opened  a new  light  to  the 
minds  of  the  generality  of  people,  and  made  the  document  extremely  useful. 

8051.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn.]  You  speak  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis’s  introductions 
— Yes  ; which  has  since  been  published,  I believe,  in  a separate  form,  with  some 
additions  to  it. 

8052.  Do 
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8052.  Do  not  you  think  the  publication  of  the  indexes  is  of  great  service  to 
the  advantageous  use  of  that  record? — A.n  index  to  Doomsday-book  is  absolutely 
necessarv  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  reference  to  the  books.  I apprehend  that 
no  person’s  industry  would  be  equal  to  the  task  of  hunting  out  a particular  part, 
with  a view  to  use  the  information  for  any  practical  purposes,  it  would  take  him 
so  long  that  the  opportunity  for  using  the  information  would  pass  by  before  it 
could  be  completed.  Therefore  I imagine  that  any  person  who  wishes  to  be 
acquainted  with  any  place  in  Doomsday  goes  to  the  index  of  the  places,  or  of  the 
names,  and  can  by  that  mode  alone  find  out  the  information  of  which  he  is  in 
search. 

8053.  Does  your  recollection  enable  you  to  state  that,  previous  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  indexes  to  Doomsday,  there  were  very  general  complaints  of  the  almost 
inutility  of  the  publication  of  that  record  ? — My  individual  recollection  will  not  go 
back  so  far;  but  from  what  I found  existing,  when  I first  began  those  inquiries 
myself,  I am  sure  that  inconvenience  must  have  existed ; for  it  did  exist  after  the 
publication  of  the  indexes,  before  they  were  generally  known  and  used  ; and  I am 
convinced,  from  what  I have  seen  with  respect  to  the  use  of  that  document,  that 
it  is  only  a few  years  ago  that  it  became  essentially  useful  to  the  public  by  being 
made  accessible  to  many  through  the  medium  of  the  indexes ; 1 found  it  con- 
stantly a subject  of  observation,  though  the  indexes  had  been  published,  people 
not  knowing  that  they  were  in  existence,  and  not  referring  to  them,  so  that  I have 
seen  the  effect  referred  to  in  the  question,  though  the  indexes  had  been  published 
before  my  attention  was  particularly  drawn  to  them. 

S054.  Do  you  think  that  the  selection  of  records  for  publication  by  the  Record 
Commission  has  been  on  the  whole  judicious? — All  that  I have  seen  I should  say 
would  be  most  beneficial  to  the  public.  I do  not  pretend  to  have  so  intimate 
a knowledge  of  them  as  to  speak  with  great  confidence  upon  that  subject ; but, 
speaking  generally,  I should  say  that  there  are  none  that  have  been  published 
which  would  not  have  a great  tendency  to  illustrate  both  public  and  private  rights. 

8055.  Would  you  be  disposed  to  confine  the  utility  of  those  publications  to  the 
point  to  which  you  have  already  referred,  that  is,  constitutional  history  and  suits 
in  law  or  equity  in  which  ancient  rights  were  in  question  ? — I do  by  no  means 
think  of  limiting  it  to  that,  because,  as  far  as  my  own  experience  has  gone,  I think 
it  would  be  extremely  bold  for  anybody  to  say  the  extent  of  utility  to  which  that 
sprt  of  knowledge  might  go.  There  are  many  subjects  about  which  persons  would 
be  ignorant,  and  upon  which  they  may  get  information  through  these  channels, 
and  the  extent  of  utility  to  be  derived  from  them  is  very  difficult  to  define;  but 
my  general  impression  is  that  it  would  be  very  essential. 

8056.  Do  you  think  then  it  is  desirable  that  these  publications  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with-? — If  I may  express  my  own  individual  opinion,  I can  hardly  con- 
ceive anything  in  a national  point  of  view  more  important,  or  more  likely  to  be 
beneficial  to  the  public,  than  the  continuation  of  such  publications. 

8057.  Do  you  apprehend  that  it  would  be  possible  to  continue  those  publications 
by  any  other  means  than  at  the  expense  of  the  public? — Having  for  many  years 
entertained  a strong  opinion  that  there  were  many  rare  documents  that  ought  to  be 
published,  and  having  with  that  view  suggested  to  booksellers,  practically,  that  they 
should  be  published,  I have  found  it  the  invariable  answer  that  they  would  not  pay 
the  individuals  that  published  them ; and  my  impression  is  that  they  cannot  be 
published  but  at  the  public  charge.  Those  works  of  antiquarian  research,  which 
are  used  only  by  the  few,  will  never  become  a subject  of  trade  or  commerce. 

8058.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  transfer  the  direction  of  these  opera- 
tions from  persons  in  the  situation  of  the  present  commission  who  are  unsalaried,  to 
one  or  two  commissioners  receiving  salaries,  or  do  you  think  it  better  that  these  opera- 
tions should  proceed  by  the  labour  of  persons  receiving  salaries,  under  the  control 
and  direction  of  unsalaried  commissioners? — I can  hardly  presume  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  that  subject  with  much  confidence,  my  attention  to  the  question  not  having 
been  so  great  as  to  justify  me  in  presuming  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it ; but,  if  I am 
asked  my  opinion,  I should  say  that  I conceive  the  publication  of  such  documents 
never  can  be  carried  on  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and  in  a manner 
so  likely  to  obtain  respect,  as  they  would  be  under  the  control  and  management 
of  high  .officers  of  State,  and  persons  who  are  distinguished  either  by  station  or 
knowledge  and  science,  regulating  their  publication.  I should  conceive,  therefore, 
a commission  of  the  kind  which  has  existed  before  to  be  best  calculated  to  give 
that  sort  of  authority  to  the  publication  which  is  one  of  its  essential  characters;  at 
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the  same  time  I beg  to  preface  my  suggestions  with  the  observation,  that  I do  not 
know  what  has  been  the  course  of  publication,  but  I should  have  conceived  myself 
that  there  would  be  very  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  individuals  (whose  atten- 
tion is  necessarily  employed,  some  with  their  public,  and  some  with  their  private 
affairs,)  who  should  be  able  to  give  an  uniform  and  undivided  attention  to  it  • 
I should  have  thought  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  to  the  records  that  uniformity* 
that  succession,  that  chronological  arrangement,  and  that  successive  series  of  pub- 
lication which  would  be  most  desirable,  unless  there  were  some  such  person 
responsible,  and  paid,  and  constantly  employed  in  superintending  the  general 
progress  of  the  commission.  I should  conceive  such  a person,  practically  speaking 
to  be  essentially  necessary  to  such  an  undertaking. 

8059.  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  a paid  secretary  to  superintend  the  commis- 
sion?— It  would  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  define  by  name,  because  any  name 
would  carry  along  with  it  some  assumption;  for  instance,  if  the  term  secretary  were 
used,  it  might  be  supposed  that  I mean  a mere  secretary ; I mean  a person  really  and 
absolutely  present,  superintending  the  progress  of  the  publications,  and  the  genera] 
management  of  the  commission  at  all  times. 

8060.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  that  person  should  be  one  of  the  heads  of  the 
commission  than  that  he  should  be  in  the  employ  of  the  commission,  but,  in  fact 
exercising  its  powers? — I should  think  it  would  be  improper  that  he  should 
actually  be  in  the  employment  of  the  commissioners  ; I think  he  should  be  a person 
who,  from  his  station  and  his  rank,  might  fairly  conceive  himself  independently 
appointed  to  fill  that  very  important  statioiv;  and,  however  high  his  rank  may  be, 
I should  think  it  would  require  such  a sacrifice  of  time  and  attention,  which  ought 
to  be  asked,  and  if  it  were  necessary,  demanded  from  him,  that,  with  reference  to 
all  ordinary  human  arrangements,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  an  individual  would 
do  that  without  a most  substantial  remuneration. 

8061.  You  would  have  one  individual  to  be  salaried,  and  to  have  the  constant 
superintendence.  Now,  do  not  you  think  it  is  better  that  this  should  be  a member 
of  the  commission  than  that  he  should  be  a person  whose  title  would  designate  him 
as  in  a subordinate  employment? — I am  decidedly  of  that  opinion  ; I do  not  think 
he  should  be  at  all  in  a subordinate  employment.  I think  he  should  be  co-ordinate 
with  the  other  commissioners,  never  acting  by  himself  alone,  but  with  the  rest  of 
the  commissioners,  in  the  manner  in  which  those  things  are  usually  managed ; but 
that  he  should  be  a person  constantly  present,  constantly  superintending,  always 
interfering;  whereas  the  attendance  of  some  of  the  other  commissioners  must  be 
only  occasional  : in  short,  I think  he  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  responsible 
head  of  the  commission  ; not  head  perhaps  in  point  of  rank  and  station,  but  head 
because  he  is  the  person  responsible  for  it. 

8062.  Do  you  think  one  person  would  do  for  that? — I should  think  that  one 
person  would  be  better  than  two. 

8063.  Better  than  three,  for  instance? — I should  think  so. 

8064.  On  general  principles  everybody  would  agree  with  you  that  one  would 
be  better  than  three,  but  in  this  case,  where  you  will  recollect  that  the  business 
must  be  done  so  as  to  consult  the  interests  and  wants  of  a great  variety  of  people, 
for  instance,  the  antiquarians,  the  county  historians,  the  British  historians,  the 
political  men,  and  the  lawyers  and  their  clients ; do  you  think  one  man  would 
have  sufficient  knowledge  and  sufficient  interest  in  all  those  pursuits  to  superintend 
the  whole  business,  or  that  it  -would  be  necessary  to  have  persons  of  some  of  those 
different  classes  ? — My  general  idea  would  be  that  one  would  be  sufficient,  because 
I think  it  would  be  both  his  duty  and  his  interest  to  make  himself  acquainted,  and 
he  would  apply  to  all  persons  in  the  different  circumstances  alluded  to  to  get  the 
information  as  to  what  was  most  desirable  with  reference  to  all  their  different 
pursuits  ; and  he  would,  in  all  probability,  be  the  channel  through  which  commu- 
nications would  be  made  to  the  other  commissioners  as  to  what  was  desirable ; and 
he  making  those  communications  his  judgment  would  be  checked  and  regulated, 
in  a great  degree,  by  the  other  commissioners  associated  with  them. 

8065.  You  received  one  of  these  presents  of  books? — I did  ; I was  informed 
that  if  I made  an  application  for  a set  of  those'  books  my  application  would 
probably  be  attended  to. 

8066.  Were  you  informed  so  privately? — I was  informed  so  by  Mr., Cooper. 
As  far  as  I recollect,  the  nature  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  communication  was  this;  your 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  these  publications,  I presume  you  conceive  them  to  be 
of  very  great  importance.  J said  that  I possessed  many  of  them  by  purchase,  and 

I always 
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I always  thought  them  a very  valuable  possession  ; the  answer  I received  was,  if 
ou  were  to  make  an  application  for  a copy  of  them  I have  no  doubt  they  would 
be  given  to  you.  I made  such  an  application. 

8067.  To  whom  ? — I think  that  my  note  of  application  was  directed  to  the 
commissioners,  and  soon  afterwards  I received  an  order  that  such  books  would  be 
delivered  to  me  ; and  they  have  been. 

8068.  How  long  ago  was  this  ? — A considerable  length  of  time,  my  impression 
would  be  that  it  was  five  or  six  weeks  ago. 

8069.  Did  you  get  the  same  books  that  Sir  Edward  Sugden  got? — I think 
I did-*  the  description  that  Sir  Edward  Sugden  gave  of  his  books  correspond  with 
those  that  I received. 

8070.  Twelve  folios,  and  12  octavos? — Yes  ; a most  handsome  set  of  books. 

8071.  Some  of  those  Looks  have  been  published  a long  time? — Some  of  them 
have  been.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  I had  some  of  them  before ; and  I would 
say,  with  respect  to  them,  that  finding  they  did  not  come  to  me  immediately,  I 
renewed  my  application,  and  at  last  they  were  sent  to  me ; I esteem  them,  I must 
say,  a very  valuable  possession  ; but  with  respect  to  its  being  a loan,  or  a present, 
I should  most  distinctly  say  that,  much  as  I value  and  prize  them,  the  moment 
I learn  there  is  the  slightest  question  about  its  being  fit  that  I should  retain  them 
as  a present  I should  be  most  happy  to  restore  them. 

8072.  There  is  no  question  about  the  propriety  of  your  retaining  them  ; all  that 
the  Committee  wish  to  know  is,  whether,  when  you  received  them,  you  considered 
them  to  be  a loan  or  a present? — I certainly  conceived  it  to  be  a present. 

8073.  You  say  you  found  the  first  works  of  the  commission  of  great  use  ? — 
Decidedly  so. 

8074.  But,  notwithstanding  the  great  use  you  have  made  of  the  first  works  of 
the  commission,  it  appears  you  never  thought  of  getting  the  later  works  ? — That  is 
quite  true  ; and  my  reason  for  that  is,  first,  a matter  of  economy  ; the  next  was, 
that  the  occasion  for  using  them  has  become  much  less  frequent  than  it  was,  from 
the  change  that  has  taken  place,  which  the  Committee  are  well  aware  of,  because, 
after  the  Parliamentary  Reform  Act  passed,  many  of  those  inquiries  ceased  to  be 
so  pressing;  perhaps  not  quite  so  interesting  as  they  were  before. 


James  William  Freshfield,  jun.  Esq.,  Examined. 


8075.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn.']  YOU  have  been  for  many  years  solicitor 
to  the  Bank  of  England  ? — I have. 

8076.  And  have  had  extensive  practice  in  the  various  courts  of  law  ? — I have. 

8077.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  management  of  the  bills,  answers,  decrees, 
and  other  records  in  the  Six  Clerks’  office  in  Chancery  ? — I am. 

8078.  In  the  Registrar’s  office? — I am. 

8079.  In  the  Examiner’s  office? — Yes. 

8080.  In  the  Report  office? — Yes. 

8081.  Do  not  these  offices  contain  the  most  important  of  the  records  belonging 
to  the  suitors  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  ? — They  do. 

8082.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangement  convenient,  and  the  access  easy  ? — 
Generally  so. 

8083.  Have  you  ever  found  any  difficulty  in  making  searches,  and  in  obtaining 
copies  of  any  documents  in  these”  offices? — Never  any  practical  difficulty;  in  the 
more  ancient  decrees,  of  course,  there  is  sometimes  time  occupied ; but  I have 
never  found  any  practical  difficulty  in  finding  the  documents. 

8084.  And  have  the  fees  appeared  to  you  to  be  moderate  ? — I think  they  are. 

8085.  Is  there  not  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-general  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  the  credit  of  various  causes,  a large  sum  of  money? — A very  large 
sum  of  money. 

8086.  Are  you  aware  to  what  amount?— I think  about  40,000,000/. 

8087.  Do  not  the  records  of  the  above-mentioned  offices  relate  to  such  stock 


and  cash? — They  do. 

8088.  Do  not  they  relate  also  to  personal  property,  of  various  descriptions,  in 
different  parts  of  < the  world ; and  also  to  landed  property  of  very  great  value  ? — 
They  do. 

8089.  Are  noc  such  records  among  the  most  important  in  the  kingdom,  with 
reference  to  judicial  proceedings  ?- — Decidedly  ; and  with  reference  to  property 
generally. 

0.33.  • 4 t 4 8090.  And 


Mr. 

Serj.  Merewether. 


8 July  1836. 


J.  W.  Freshfield,  j u n . 
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8ogo.  And  you  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  material  fault  in  the  arrangement 
of  those  records,  or  any  alteration  desirable  in  order  to  render  them  more  acces- 
sible?— The  records  that  are  most  frequently  referred  to  for  that  purpose  are  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  it  does  not  often  become  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  the  bills  and  answers.  I should  say  also,  the  reports  of  the  Master’s- 
office  are  often  referred  to;  and  all  those  are  certainly  very  accessible. 

8091.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  offices  analogous  to  those  just  mentioned 
on  the  Equity  side  of  the  Exchequer? — I am. 

8092.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty,  in  making  searches  in  those  offices  in 
obtaining  copies,  or  have  you  found  any  exorbitant  fees  demanded? — The  whole 
business  in  the  Exchequer  is  conducted  by  the  clerks  in  court;  I have  never  expe- 
rienced any  difficulty  in  obtaining  through  them  the  copies  which  I have  required 
The  business  in  that  court  is  very  confined,  and  it  very  rarely  happens  that  I have 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  proceedings  in  that  court. 

8093.  Are  you  aware  of  any  ground  of  complaint  of  the  amount  of  fees  ? — The 
fees  are  very  various,  both  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
they  are  various  in  the  different  offices,  and  in  the  different  courts. 

8094.  Are  there  any  of  those  fees  which  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
modified  or  altered  ? — Treating  them  as  ancient  records,  I think  that  the  fees  are 
always  moderate;  but  I think  the  fees  taken  for  copies  of  proceedings  in  suits 
actually  in  progress  are  excessive  for  that  purpose. 

8095.  What, are  those  fees? — In  Chancery,  the  copies  of  bills  and  answers,  which 
are  very  voluminous,  are,  I think,  10 d.  a folio  of  90  words;  in  the  Exchequer, 

I think,  they  are  gd.  If  I had  occasion  to  go  and  search  the  record  of  a bill  in 
Chancery,  of  ancient  date,  I should  not  think  this  exorbitant ; but  in  the  ordinary 
progress  of  a cause,  where  a bill  is  filed  and  a copy  of  it  is  to  be  handed  over 
immediately  to  a suitor,  there  is  no  occasion  for  that  large  amount  of  charge  for 
the  copy. 

8096.  With  respect  to  the  offices  of  the  Courts  of  King’s  Bench  and  Common 
Pleas,  where  declarations,  pleas,  and  judgments  are  kept,  do  the  same  observations 
apply  ? — They  are  very  rarely  referred  to  now'  from  the  present  state  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  those  courts ; but  the  fees  there  are  certainly  not  at  all  exorbitant,  nor 
is  there  any  difficulty  in  finding  the  records. 

8097.  Then  you  are  of  opinion  that  practically  there  is  sufficiently  easy  access 
to  all  those  documents? — Most  decidedly;  I have  had  to  search  for  old  records  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  very  frequently  a period  of  50  to  a 100  years,  to  discover 
property  that  has  been  lost  sight  of ; I have  never  found  any  difficulty,  although  in 
cases  in  Chancery  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  refer  to  old  records  for  that  purpose. 

I think  for  many  purposes  it  is  a great  disadvantage  that  the  orders  and  decrees 
now  do  not  contain  recitals  of  the  proceedings  in  the  cause.  If  you  wish  to  find 
the  proceedings  in  a charity  suit,  for  instance,  you  now  find  in  the  old  orders  of 
the  court  all  the  proceedings  that  are  material  recited  in  that  order;  but  according 
to  the  present  system  there  is  nothing  but  a short  order,  which  contains  no  recital 
whatever,  and  therefore  you  would  have  to  make  a search,  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  make  some  years  hence,  to  find  the  bill  and  answer,  and  the  proceedings  in 
the  suit.  At  present  we  seldom  have  occasion  to  search  for  the  proceedings  in  an 
old  suit  further  than  the  mere  decrees. 


The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Dunsctny,  attending  by  permission  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
Examined. 

Right  Hon.  8098.  Chairman.']  YOUR  Lordship  has  lately  had  occasion  to  make  searches 
or  unsany.  for  information  contained  in  some  of  the  Irish  records? — I wished  to  obtain  some 
information,  but  I did  not  proceed.  I called  at  the  Record-office,  and  my  object 
was  this  ; Mr.  Bryan  was  claiming  the  Slane  peerage,  to  which  I had  some  right, 
although  I did  not  wish  to  claim  it ; but  a paper  was  mentioned  by  Sir  William 
Beetham,  who  acted  as  his  agent,  though  he  is  also  King-at-arms  in  Ireland,  which 
he  said  proved  that  I was  not  descended  from  the  Slane  family,  as  I claimed.  In- 
consequence of  this,  I wished  to  see  whether  such  a paper  existed,  which  I had 
reasons  to  doubt. 

8099.  What  practical  difficulties  did  you  find  when  at  the  office  ? — I went  to 
his  office  and  he  was  not  present,  and  I inquired  of  the  under-clerk  where  I could 
obtain  this  paper ; and  finding  his  two  sons  were  the  only  clerks,  and  the  papers 
entirely  in  his  power,  I thought  it  was  of  no  use  to  make  any  demand. 

* 8100,  Are 
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8100.  Are  not  those  records  in  a state  of  some  confusion  ? — I do  not  know. 

8101.  At  any  rate  the  public  has  no  access  to  the  information  contained  in 
them,  except  through  the  knowledge  communicated  by  the  keeper  ? — The  keeper 
is  the  only  person. 

8102.  From  this  practice  of  the  clerk  of  the  records  acting  as  agent  to  the 
parties  who  consult  him,  you  found  that  you  were  dependent  for  information 
entirely  upon  the  person  who  was  the  agent  for  your  opponent  ? — Who  was  the 
agent  for  the  person  who  claimed  the  title  to  which  I thought  I had  a better  right, 
which  I did  not  claim  ; but  I wished  to  know  upon  what  he  founded  his  objection. 

8103.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  JV . Wynn .]  Did  your  Lordship  apply  for  leave  to 
inspect  the  document  ? Yes,  to  inspect  the  document  relative  to  the  claim  to 
which  he  said  I have  no  right. 

8104.  To  whom  did  you  apply  for  information  ? — I went  to  the  office,  but  did' 
not  find  Sir  William  Beetham  in  the  office  ; and  upon  inquiry  who  were  the  clerks, 
and  finding  that  they  were  his  two  sons,  and  that  they  were  the  only  clerks’ 
I thought  it  in  vain  to  proceed  any  further. 

8105.  You  did  not  inquire  of  them  P— No,  because  they  were  not  there;  and 
I thought  also  my  object  would  not  be  attained  as  Sir  William  Beetham  was  the 
paid  agent  to  the  opposing  party. 

8106.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  manner  in  which  those  records  are  kept?— 
No,  I do  not. 

8107.  Do  you  happen  to  know  anything  of  the  other  Record-offices  in  Ireland  ? 
—No  ; thinking  it  very  improper  that  the  keeper  of  those  records  should  be 
employed  as  agent  in  those  causes,  I gave  up  making  any  further  inquiries. 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

8108.  Chairman .]  DO  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  to  the  Committee? — 
I request  to  be  permitted  to  deliver  in,  as  part  of  my  evidence,  First,  a statement 
respecting  the  school  of  young  transcribers  ; Secondly,  a statement  of  the  progress 
made  in  transcribing  Rymer’s  Manuscripts  at  the  British  Museum  ; Thirdly,  a short 
statement  as  to  the  Fcedera,  with  the  view  of  showing  the  expediency  of  foreign 
searches;  Fourthly,  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  dated  10th  of  April 
1834,  written  upon  the  occasion  of  the  custody  of  the  Augmentation-office  Records 
becoming  vacant  by  Mr.  Caley’s  death.  This  letter  will  be  found  to  bear  mate- 
rially upon  some  statements  in  Mr.  Vincent’s  evidence,  into  which  it  would  occupy 
too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  were  I to  go  now.  Fifthly,  the  following 
papers  and  letters  upon  the  constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board  : the  opinions 
of  Lord  Brougham  and  Mr.  William  Brougham,  and  the  letters  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  the  Lord  Clerk  Register,  Mr.  Justice  Bo- 
sanquet,  Mr.  Baron  Parke,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  and  Mr. 
Utterson.  It  will  be  seen  that  all  these  opinions  and  letters  have  special  refer-, 
ence  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  Allen.  They  were  written  for  the  express  purpose 
of  being  laid  before  the  Committee.  Sixthly,  is  a paper  intituled,  “ Charge  of 
that  kind  of  imperfection  which  is  to  be  remedied  by  more  extended  searches  in 
the  various  offices,  against  the  publications  of  the  board,  examined.”  These  docu- 
ments I now  hand  in. 

[The  same  were  delivered  ini] 

Mr.  Cooper .]  Seventhly,  I request  to  be  permitted  to  deliver  in,  as  part  of  my, 
evidence,  a statement  respecting  the  charges  comprised  in  the  answers  to  questions 
1435?  1480  and  1589.  Such  statement  relates,  First,  to  the  board’s  alleged  igno- 
rance of  the  remuneration  of  editors ; Secondly,  the  want  of  any  apportionment  of. 
expense,  and  the  consequent  impossibility  of  forming  a judgment  upon  any  one 
branch  of  the  duties  submitted  to  the  board  ; Thirdly,  the  omission  of  all  calcula- 
tions or  estimates  of  any  proposed  works ; so  that  no  judgment  can  be  formed 
upon  the  economy  or  extravagance  of  any  one  book,  pamphlet,  or  anything  else 
published  under  the  orders  of  the  board. 

[The  same  was  delivered  in.~\ 

8109.  Mr.  Pusey .]  Have  you  any  explanation  to  make  in  reference  to  an 
opinion  you  expressed  in  a former  part  of  vour  evidence,  in  favour  of  the  removal 
of  some  records  from  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall-office  to  the  Augmentation-office? — 
ies,  I have;  I have  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Abbot,  and  I wish  to  state  that 

°'33*  4 u I do, 


Right  Hon. 
Lord  Dunsany, 


8 July  1836. 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Eg<p 
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I do  not  retain  the  opinion  I formerly  expressed  ; I should  not  have  expressed  that 
opinion,  unless  I had  supposed  the  public  would  have  the  same  facility  of  access 
at  the  Duchy-office  as  is  now  enjoyed  at  the  Augmentation-office ; and  this  would 
not  be  the  case  were  every  application  to  see  the  records  referred  to  the  counsel  or 
solicitors  of  the  duchy.  The  records  proposed  to  be  removed  ought  not  to  be 
subject  to  this  regulation,  which,  for  aught  I know  to  the  contrary,  may  be  very 
proper  as  regards  records  already  in  the  Duchy-office. 

8110.  Right  Hon.  C.W.  W.  JVynn.]  Is  there  any  observation  you  wish  to  make 
respecting  the  Parliamentary  grant  being  received  from  the  Treasury  by  the  Secre- 
tary 1 — Yes ; I have  frequently  expressed  my  disapprobation  of  this  part  of  our 
system.  However  respectable  a public  accountant  may  be,  that  course  of  business 
is,  in  my  opinion,  extremely  objectionable  which  affords  such  an  opportunity  for 
embezzlement.  Unfortunately  the  debt  which  has  pressed  upon  the  board  has 
hitherto  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  any  improvement  in  this  respect,  as  indeed 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mentions  in  the  Report  prepared  by  him  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  December  last.  Had  the  board  not  constantly 
required  pecuniary  accommodation,  I should  long  since  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  propose  that  the  Parliamentary  grant  should  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  drawn  out  by  cheques  signed  by  the  commissioners. 

8111.  As  you  would  prefer  that  the  cheques  on  the  banker  should  be  signed  by 
the  commissioners  instead  of  yourself,  what  is  the  reason  that  no  regulation  to  that 
effect  has  been  introduced  ? — It  has  bfeen  impossible  to  make  any  regulation  that 
the  cheques  should  be  signed  by  the  commissioners,  because,  except  for  a few 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  Parliamentary  grant,  there  has  been  no  fund  upon 
which  they  could  draw ; it  has  been,  consequently,  left  to  the  secretary  to  find  the 
ways  and  means  of  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  board  in  the  best  way  he 
could. 

8112.  Chairman.']  As  the  10,000/.  is  paid  out  by  somebody,  how  is  it  impos- 
sible that  that  should  be  paid  out  by  cheques  of  the  commissioners  ? — The  money 
is  paid  out  immediately. 

8113.  Paid  out  by  whom? — The  cheques  for  the  10,000 1.  might  have  been 
signed  by  the  commissioners ; but  that  being  done,  the  commissioners  would  have 
been  discharged  of  the  duty  of  signing  cheques.  The  whole  of  the  money  being 
due,  has  been  commonly  paid  away  in  24  hours ; and  after  that  time  the  unfortunate 
secretary  has  been  left  to  get  on  as  well  as  he  could.  The  truth  is,  that  the  board 
has  contracted  no  responsibility  ; it  has  remained  with  me  to  carry  on  operations 
by  means  of  my  own  resources,  and  the  credit  I might  have  with  the  bankers. 
But  to  finish  my  answer  to  the  Right  Honourable  C.  W.  W.  Wynn’s  question:  at 
a meeting  of  the  committee,  upon  the  state  of  our  finances  and  accounts,  I took 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Spring  Rice  an  inconvenience  experienced  by 
the  secretary  from  the  importunities  of  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  board  calling 
upon  him  to  make  advances  on  account ; applications  which  he  had  much  difficulty 
in  refusing,  from  the  knowledge  which  such  persons  have  that  his  signature  to 
cheques  is  alone  required.  This,  however,  is  a minor  defect  in  this  part  of  the 
existing  arrangement ; in  my  judgment,  the  great  defect  is  the  opportunity  which 
it  affords  to  an  individual  of  misapplying  the  public  money,  so  long  as  there  is 
any  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  board. 

8114.  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  TV.  Wynn.]  Were  not  the  King’s  printers  in  the 
habit  of  making  considerable  advances  to  the  old  board;  were  such  advances  stated 
in  the  returns  to  Parliament ; and  were  they  subjected  to  any  or  what  audit  ? — Yes, 
the  old  board  in  one  year  (1820)  borrowed  6,131/.  os.  1 d.  from  the  King’s 
printers.  In  all  it  borrowed  49,752/.  35.  2d. ; and  yet,  as  well  as  my  memory 
serves  me,  these  advances  were  never  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons  as 
receipts  : they  were  repaid,  with  interest,  out  of  the  Parliamentary  grants.  Bad 
as  is  the  present  method  (we  have  hitherto  ineffectually  endeavoured  to  replace  it 
by  a better,)  it  would  be  most  unfair  not  to  admit  its  great  superiority  to  that 
followed  by  our  predecessors.  The  49,752/.  3 s.  2d.,  was  incorporated  in  the 
King’s  printers’  bills,  and  subjected  to  no  audit.  For  example  ; in  the  year  I 
have  mentioned  (1820),  the  total  amount  of"  the  King’s  printers’  bill  was 
11,352/.  17$.  8 d.,  including  the  sum  of  6,131/.  os.  id.  paid  to  orders  of  Mr. 
Calev.  There  was  no  examination  of  the  bill  except  by  Mr.  Caley,  upon  whose 
certificate  of  its  correctness  it  was  paid  at  the  Treasury.  This  system  I determined 
not  to  adopt ; and  the  board  sanctioned  my  proposal  that,  instead  of  the  secretary 
drawing  upon  the  King’s  printers,  and  the  monies  paid  to  his  order  being  included 
in  their  bills,  they  should  advance  a gross  sum,  which  should  be  paid  into  a banker  s, 
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and  drawn  out  by  cheques  in  such  a manner  that  every  disbursement  should  be 
necessarily  submitted  to  the  auditor.  This  was  the  only  improvement  of  which 
the  system,  so  long  as  the  debt  continued  unliquidated,  was  susceptible.  I ought 
to  mention  that  a letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  dated  in  July  1834, 
contains  this  passage  with  reference  to  a sum  of  1,000/.,  which  was  credited  in  my 
accounts  as  an  advance  by  the  Kings’  printer  : “ My  Lords  consider  that  loans  of 
this  nature,  from  tradesmen,  are  in  principle  decidedly  objectionable  ; and  they 
desire  such  accommodations  may  not  occur  in  future.”  In  consequence  of  this 
desire  expressed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  subsequent  accommo- 
dation has  been  obtained  from  the  banker’s.  The  report  prepared  by  Mr.  Spring 
Rice,  mentioned  in  other  parts  of  my  examination,  contains  a passage  upon  this 
point.  After  noticing  that  all  payments  are  directed  by  cheques  signed  singly  by 
the  secretary,  it  states ; “ The  grant  is  paid  into  a private  banker’s,  from  whom 
advances  are  made  in  anticipation  of  the  Parliamentary  vote  ; interest,  at  4 1.  per 
cent.,  being  charged  on  such  advances.  Prior  to  July  1 834,  advances  were  also 
obtained  from  the  King’s  printer  for  the  service  of  the  commission  ; on  which 
advances,  interest  at  5/.  per  cent,  was  charged.  This  part  of  the  system  has  been 
abandoned  by  desire  of  the  Treasury,  signified  in  an  official  letter,  dated  22d 
July  1834. 

8115.  Is  there  any  statement  that  you  wish  to  make  as  to  the  discrepancy  of 
between  200 /.  and  300  /.  which  it  has  been  stated  exists  in  the  article  of  books, 
between  the  accounts  of  the  board  and  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  Decem- 
ber 1833  ? — Yes.  From  an  analysis  made  by  an  accountant  of  the  printed  return 
of  December  1833,  it  appears  that  from  March  1831  to  March  1832,  there  was 
expended  for  books  the  sum  of  145/.  6.?.  6 d. ; that  sum  forms  part  of  the  item 
of  363/.  15  s-  10  d.,  the  last  item,  the  balancing  item.  It  further  appears  that, 
from  March  1832  to  March  1833,  there  was  expended  for  books  the  sum  of 
497  /.  6 s. ; this  sum  of  497  /.  6 s.  is  taken  from  the  book  called  the  ledger.  The 
payments  for  books  entered  in  that  year  in  the  petty-cash  disbursement-book  are 
included  in  the  item  of  608/.  13$.  5^.,  which  is  the  last  or  balancing  item  for 
that  year ; Mr.  Caley  having  informed  me  that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary  in  a return 
of  this  description  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  going  through  a multitude  of  small 
payments,  and  extracting  and  arranging  the  items  under  the  principal  heads.  In 
this  instance  it  is  quite  clear  it  would  have  been  a useless  labour,  as  the  cost 
of  books  bought  in  the  preceding  year  is  not  stated.  No  correct  information 
would,  therefore,  have  been  afforded  on  that  point.  The  reason  for  making  the 
497  /.  6 s.  a separate  item  was  the  largeness  of  the  amount ; I have  here  the  items 
which  make  up  that  sum  of  497  l.  6 s.  I have  said  that  the  balancing  item  in  the 
return  for  the  year,  March' 1832  to  March  1833,  is  the  sum  of  608/.  13s.  2d.: 
now',  upon  the  analysis  of  that  balancing  item,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was 
a surplus  sum  of  41  /.  15s.;  and,  upon  reference  to  the  ledger,  it  was  discovered 
that  on  the  17th  of  October  1832,  there  was  a sum  of  41/.  15  s.,  which  had 
been  paid  to  Dulau  for  books.  It  is  evident  that  this  sum  had  been  accidentally 
omitted  in  extracting  from  the  ledger  the  various  payments  for  books.  Except 
an  error  of  3 d.,  I know  of  no  other  discrepancy  between  the  returns  and 
the  accounts.  The  Committee  will  bear  in  mind,  with  reference  to  the  article 
of  books,  that  the  return  of  the  15th  January  last,  (which  was  made  before 
Mr.  Protheroe’s  complaint  on  this  head  was  heard  of)  states  the  total  expen- 
diture for  books,  from  the  issuing  of  the  commission  to  the  31st  December 
t835.  The  amount  is  1,576/.  13 s.  3d.,  and  includes  the  cost  of  books  for 
the  year,  March  1831  to  March  1832,  comprised  in  the  balancing  item  of 
363  /•  15  s.  lod. ; the  sum  of  497  /.  6 s.  extracted  from  the  ledger  for  the 
year  March  1832  to  March  1833,  together  with  the  omitted,  item  of  41/.  15s., 
and  the  several  payments  for  books  entered  in  that  year  in  the  petty-cash  disburse- 
ment-book, and  included  in  the  item  of  608/.  13  s.  5</. 

8116.  Chairman.']  In  the  last  return  made  to  Parliament,  do  not  you  admit  the 
amount  of  the  error,  namely,  that  you  had  specified  something  between  400  l.  and 
500  /.  for  books,  whereas  you  ought  to  have  specified  between  700  /.  and  800  /.  ? 
—-That  question  is  answered  by  the  statement  just  made  by  me.  In  reference  to 
this  point  I should  mention  that  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  has  called  upon  me  and 
explained  that  the  error  into  which  he  and  Mr.  Protheroe  had  fallen  wras,  that  they 
had  taken  the  amount  of  books  for  one  year,  instead  of  for  two  years.  The 
printed  return  will  show  that  at  once.  They  have  taken  the  497  /.,  which  is  the 
amount  for  one  year,  and  then  they  have  compared  it  with  the  amount  for  two 
years. 

°-33-  4 u 2 8117.  The 
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8117.  The  Parliamentary  Return  was  for  two  years? — Yes;  and  in  the  first  year 
the  books  are  included  in  the  balancing  item,  the  cost  being  small.  You  will 
find  them  expressly  mentioned  among  the  miscellaneous  articles. 

8118.  When  did  the  Bishop  call  upon  you  and  make  this  statement? — The  day 
before  Mr.  Protheroe  gave  his  explanation  ; a few  days  ago. 

8119.  Then  it  appears  that  the  Bishop  and  Mr.  Protheroe  were  under  this 
delusion  till  a few  days  ago  ? — No.  Some  time  ago,  when  the  Bishop  attended 
the  Committee,  he  stated  he  had  found  out  that  there  was  an  error.  His  Lordship 
so  admitted  in  my  presence. 

8120.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  your  definitive  statement  about 
this  to  be,  that  the  whole  of  this  supposed  discrepancy  is  an  entire  mistake ; that 
the  original  returns  to  Parliament  were  right,  and  quite  in  accordance  with  your 
own  account,  because  the  sum  paid  for  books  for  the  period  of  the  Parliamentary 
return  was,  in  fact,  only  497  l.  6 s.  ? — The  sum  paid  for  books,  from  March  1832 
to  March  1833,  was,  with  the  exceptions  already  explained,  497/.  6 s. 

8121.  What  has  that  to  do  with  the  correctness  of  the  Parliamentary  return 
which  applied  to  two  years  ? — The  printed  returns,  if  referred  to,  would  show  in 
a moment  the  origin  of  the  mistake.  The  return  is  given  separately  for  each  year. 
The  Bishop  and  Mr.  Protheroe  omitted  to  look  at  the  marginal  notes  distinguish- 
ing the  two  years.  There  is,  first,  the  return  from  March  1831  to  March  1832  • 
and  then  there  is  the  return  from  March  1832  to  March  1833.  They  have 
passed  over  the  former  years  altogether.  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  who  is  a member  of 
a committee  which  was  appointed  to  ascertain  whether  the  returns  agree  with  the 
accounts,  discovered  the  error  the  moment  he  examined  the  printed  return; 
I mean  the  error  into  which  the  Bishop  and  Mr.  Protheroe  had  fallen.  I never 
had  investigated  the  matter  myself ; I had  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  do  so. 

8122.  You  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  whether  the  returns,  which 
you  had  given  to  Parliament  as  secretary  to  that  commission,  were  accurate  or 
not  ? — I was  satisfied  when  I came  to  turn  the  matter  in  my  mind,  although  my 
first  impression  had  been  different,  that  the  returns  were  not  inaccurate  to  the 
extent  stated.  In  consequence  of  its  having  been  alleged  that  the  same  were  not 
accurate,  a committee  was,  at  my  request,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining how  the  fact  was. 

8123.  Then  the  first  effect  of  that  was  that  in  the  return  to  Parliament  you 
begged  leave  to  explain  that  alleged  discrepancy,  and  admitted  that  owing  to  some 
confusion  of  different  books  you  had  made  a mistake  ?^ — I must  own  that  when  that 
explanation  was  given  my  impression  was  that  there  might  be  some  mistake. 

8124.  Having  first  given  in  the  returns,  then  you  admitted  the  error,  without 
sufficient  investigation  ? — Yes,  I did  so,  much  too  hastily.  I thought  at  that  time 
there  might  be  some  error. 

8125.  In  your  last  return  to  Parliament  you  stated  what,  the  error  was,  and 
what  the  cause  of  it  was,  and  now  you  come  and  say  there  was  no  error? — No; 
I say  there  are  two  errors  in  the  returns,  one  of  41  l.  5 s.,  the  other  of  3 d. 

8126.  But  you  say  that  this  great  error,  which  you  acknowledge  in  the  return, 
had  no  existence  ? — Certainly  there  is  no  such  error. 

8127.  Then  it  appears  that  this  discrepancy  having  been  remarked  it  was  inves- 
tigated by  Mr.  Protheroe  and  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  and  they  reported  it  as  an 
error,  and  that  you  admitted  the  same  error  ; and  that  subsequent  investigations 
have  led  you  to  find  that  there  was  no  such  error? — No,  I did  not  admit  the  error 
as  reported  by  them;  on  the  contrary,  I requested  that  a committee  might  be 
appointed  to  ascertain  whether  the  Bishop  and  Mr.  Protheroe  were  right  in  the 
conclusion  at  which  they  had  arrived.  I contended  they  were  wrong. 

8128.  Did  not  you  admit  it  in  the  return? — 1 rather  think  not  to  the  extent 
reported  by  them. 

8129.  Was  not  it  much  larger  than  the  extent  to  which  you  have  now  admitted 
the  error? — Yes,  it  was.  Mr.  Protheroe  informed  me  that  he  had  analyzed  the 
account ; and  it  being  so  long  since  the  returns  were  made,  I had,  undoubtedly,  in 
the  first  instance  an  impression  that  Mr.  Protheroe  was  right,  and  that  I was 
wrong.  Mr.  Protheroe,  it  will  be  recollected,  has  principally  attended  to  the 
accounts.  It  certainly  struck  me  at  the  moment  that  I might  have  committed 
some  blunder,  though  I could  not  conceive  in  what  way  I had  done  so.  The 
original  return  will  show  how  I endeavoured  to  account  for  it.  Afterwards,  when 
I came  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  I was  convinced  that  there  could  be  no  mistake 
to  the  amount  asserted. 

8130.  Right 
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8130.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  TV.  Wynn.]  Are  there  any  observations  which  you  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 

wish  to  make  respecting  the  board  having  incurred  a considerable  debt,  equal  to  

that  of  the  preceding  board,  which  it  took  upon  itself  by  the  publication  of  new  8 July  1836. 
works? — Yes.  Much  was  expected  of  the  new  board,  but  the  Treasury  and 

Pailiament  gave  us  no  opportunity  of  effecting  anything  except  by  incurring  a debt, 
after  the  fashion  of  those  who  had  gone  before  us.  In  consequence  it  was  resolved, 
after  much  deliberation,  to  publish  certain  works  by  way  of  specimen,  both  iu 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  works  and  the  diminished  expense  at  which  the  same 
might  be  produced.  When  these  works  should  be  put  forth,  it  was  always  the 
determination  of  the  board  to  stay  all  further  proceedings  until  it  should  be 
disencumbered  of  the  debt.  It  is  to  this  determination  of  the  board  that  allusion 
is  made  in  a letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  written  on  the  3d  of  February 
last.  That  letter  accompanied  the  estimate ; and,  after  a notice  of  the  debt  of 
25,019/.  85.  2 d.,  it  contains  this  passage,  “ Could  it  have  been  deemed  expe- 
dient for  the  commissioners  to  confine  themselves  to  the  work  of  sorting,  arranging, 
repairing  and  binding  the  records,  this  sum  of  25,019/.  8,s.  2 d.  might  have  been 
discharged,  and  no  new  debt  incurred.  But  in  the  judgment  of  the  commis- 
sioners (for  reasons  which  it  is  not  requisite  here  to  disclose)  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  to  adopt  that  course;  and  in  the  years  1832  and  1833  was  commenced 
the  series  of  works  now  in  course  of  publication,  which  have  given  altogether 
a new  character  to  the  labours  of  the  board.  In  transcribing,  compiling  and 
printing  these  works  a fresh  debt  has  been  unavoidably  incurred,  which,  although 
considerably  less  than  the  amount  of  the  former  debts  and  liabilities,  very  much 
embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  and  more  especially  as  it  prevents 
the  introduction  of  the'  improved  system  in  the  management  of  their  pecuniary 
affairs,  lately  suggested  by  a report  drawn  up  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
as  chairman  of  a committee  on  the  financial  concerns  of  the  board.  This  debt, 
it  will  be  seen  by  the  schedule  (annexed  to  the  letter),  amounts  to  16,168/.  8s.  $d. ; 
and  the  commissioners  feel  that  they  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of 
an  application  to  Parliament  for  its  liquidation,  as  well  as  of  the  debt  of 
4,654/.  135.  6d.  still  due  from  the  old  board  ; as,  unless  such  liquidation  takes 
place,  they  can  no  longer  pursue  the  course  which  they  adopted  three  years  ago, 
on  mature  consideration,  as  the  one  best  calculated  to  satisfy  the  public  and  answer 
the  ends  for  which  they  were  instituted,  and  must,  therefore,  suspend  the  numerous 
works  in  the  press  and  limit  their  exertions  to  matters  attended  with  the  least 
possible  expense.” 

8131.  Chairman.]  In  that  letter  you  have  spoken  of  debts  to  the  amount  of 
25,000 /.  of  the  old  board;  in  the  term  debts  you  include  liabilities? — In  the  term 
debts  I include  liabilities. 

8132.  You  recollect  an  examination  of  some  length  upon  that  subject  soon 
after  Easter,  in  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  distinguish  between  debts  and 
liabilities? — Yes;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  I have  coincided  in  the  view  of  the 
point  then  taken  by  the  Chairman.  I have  since  addressed  a letter  to  the  Trea- 
sury, requesting  that  the  headings  of  certain  parts  of  the  Parliamentary  return 
may  be  altered. 

8133.  You  say  that  much  was  expected  of  the  new  commission  ; do  you  mean 
by  the  public  at  large  ? — I mean  by  the  public. 

8134.  You  do  not  mean  that  there  was  any  authority  in  the  new  commission 
that  they  should  incur  debts,  in  order  to  realize  those  expectations  ? — No. 

8 1 35.  Did  you  not  the  first  two  years  in  a great  measure  suspend  the  printing  ? 

— For  a considerable  portion  of  the  first  year  the  printing  was  suspended  ; the 
printing  was  suspended  until  it  could  be  ascertained  whether  it  could  be  done  at 
a more  moderate  expense.  It  was  at  this  period  that  tenders  were  received  from 
various  printers,  and  it  was  found  that  the  King’s  printers  were  as  reasonable  in 
their  charges  as  their  competitors  ; the  commissioners  proceeded  then  to  finish  the 
works  which  had  been  left  incomplete  by  the  old  board. 

8136.  Then  you  have  undertaken  several  new  works? — Yes;  and  I have  stated 
the  reason.  Whether  we  have  acted  right  or  wrong  is  another  thing;  the  motive 
was  such  as  I have  mentioned. 

8137.  Then  it  is  correctly  stated  in  the  letter,  which  was  once  read  to  you,  that 
you  had  paid  off  a great  part  of  the  debt? — We  had  then  paid  off  the  greater 
part  of  the  debt,  so  far  as  the  amount  was  known  to  us. 

8138.  And  at  the  same  time  you  had  suspended  the  printing,  so  that  you  could 
not  incur  mufch  debt  for  that  ? — The  printing  was  for  a time  suspended.  It  is  in 
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C,  P.  Cooper , Esq,  the  new  publications,  which,  as  is  observed  in  the  passage  of  the  letter  to  the 

Treasury  just  read  by  me,  have  given  an  entire  new  character  to  the  labours  of  the 

8 July  1836.  board,  that  the  new  debt  has  been  incurred.  It  will  be  for  Parliament  to  determine 
whether  the  commission  has  acted  wisely  or  not. 

8139.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  TV.  Wynn.]  Have  you  any  minutes  of  the  board  relative 
to  the  salary  of  the  late  Mr.  Caley  ? — Yes,  I have  ; at  the  board  of  the  26th  March 
1831,  it  w’as  resolved,  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Caley’s  long  services,  that  he  should 
be  continued  in  the  employ  of  the  commission,  as  sub-commissioner,  arranger  and 
repairer  of  records,  &c.,  with  such  remuneration  as  should  afterwards  be  agreed 
upon.  There  were  present  at  that  board,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  The  Speaker,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Lord  Clerk  Register,  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  Right  Hon. 
C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Lord  Dover,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr. 
Petit,  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  William  Brougham.  At  the 
board  of  the  9th  August  1832,  there  was  read  by  The  Speaker  a letter  from  Mr. 
Caley,  dated  the  26th  June  1832,  and  addressed  to  the  secretary,  requesting 
payment  of  his  year’s  salary  as  sub-commissioner,  on  the  reparation  and  binding 
of  the  public  records ; whereupon  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  the  26th  March 
1831,  relative  to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Caley,  being  read,  it  was  stated  it  was 
then  understood  that  Mr.  Caley’s  salary  should  be  500 1.  a year,  and  that  a notifi- 
cation to  that  effect  had  been  made  to  Mr.  Caley  by  one  of  the  commissioners,  and 
the  board  accordingly  directed  the  secretary  to  comply  with  the  request  contained 
in  Mr.  Caley’s  letter,  as  soon  as  there  should  be  funds  in  hand.  At  this  board  of 
•the  9th  August  1832,  there  were  present,  besides  The  Speaker,  Right.  Hon.  C.  W. 
W.  Wynn,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  Mr.  Hallam  and 
Mr.  Allen.  There  are  only  two  other  entries  upon  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners,  relative  to  Mr.  Caley’s  salary,  they  are  as  follow's : “ Mr. 
Caley’s  nominal  superintendence  of  the  work  of  cleansing,  arranging  and.repairing 
the  records.  Cessation  of  his  salary.  The  consideration  of  these  matters  ad- 
journed on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Protheroe.”  The  date  of  this  extract  is  the  8th 
February  1 834,  “ Mr.  Caley ; his  superintendence  of  the  cleansing,  arranging 
and  repairing  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter-house  and  Augmentation-office.”  The 
following  memorandum  of  a resolution  was  drawm  up  by  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  board,  22d  March  1834:  “The  case  of  Mr.  Caley’s  salary 
having  been  laid  before  the  board,  and  it  being  understood  that  he  had  been  for 
some  time  incapable  of  performing  any  services  under  the  commission,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Caley  should  be  continued  to  the  end  of  the  current 
year,  ending  the  31st  of  the  present  month,  and  should  then  terminate,  unless  he 
should  be  then  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  for  which  the  salary' is  assigned; 
and  the  secretary  was  directed  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  Mr.  Caley’s 
family.”  The  date  of  this  last  extract  is  stated  in  the  body  of  it. 

8140.  What  was  the  motive  for  printing  in  the  Agenda  the  various  written 
letters  from  foreign  authorities  ? — Out  of  the  numerous  letters  addressed  to  the 
King,  the  commissioners  or  the  secretary,  by  foreign  governments,  making  acknow- 
ledgments- for  the  donation  in  His  Majesty’s  name  of  the  publications  of  the 
board,  six  only  are  printed  in  the  volume  of  Agenda ; the  design  of  printing  those 
six  letters  w'as  to  prove  to  those  commissioners  who  might  not  happen  to  be  pre- 
sent w'hen  such  letters  were  read,  that  these  marks  of  the  Royal  attention  were 
instrumental  in  producing  and  fostering  in  other  nations  a kindly  disposition 
towards  the  people  of  England.  The  late  Lord  Dover  was  so  much  struck  with 
this  result  of  the  distribution  of  our  works  to  the  public  libraries  of  the  Continent 
and  of  America,  that  he  thought  the  continuation  of  such  distribution  should  be 
provided  for  by  some  special  arrangement  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  It  was  his  Lordship,  I believe,  who  sent  a copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  Library  Committee  of  Congress,  printed  in  the  Agenda,  page  26,  to  the 
Times  newspaper ; the  editor  of  which  inserted  it,  with  some  forcible  remarks  on 
the  policy  and  expediency  of  these  gifts  of  volumes  printed  at  the  national 
expense.  What  I have  said  cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by  a passage  in 
that  very  letter ; it  is  this : “ The  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress  have 
received,  in  the  spirit  which  dictated  it,  this  liberal  manifestation  of  kind  feeling 
from  a people  to  whom  we  are  connected  by  many  of  the  strongest  bonds  of  friend- 
ship ; and,  in  placing  these  early  records  of  England  in  our  library  for  use,  they 
feel  pride  in  the  consideration  that  our  own  country  owes  much  of  her  prosperity 
and  freedom  to  the  people  and  institutions  to  whom  these  records  more  particularly 
relate.” 

8140.  Was 
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8141.  Was  there  prior  to  the  present  year  any  correspondence  with  the  Treasury 
respecting  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  ? — The  only  letter  upon  that  subject 
is  one  dated  in  the  month  of  July  1834,  and  which  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  Spring 
Rice’s  report  of  January  last. 

8142.  Will  you  read  to  the  Committee  the  passage  in  that  letter  that  relates  to 
the  accounts  ? — The  following  is  the  passage.  The  letter  is  signed  “ J.  Stewart,” 
and  is  addressed  to  the  secretary  : “ I have  further  to  state  to  you,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sums  claimed  by  you  as  petty  cash  disbursements,  having  included 
a variety  of  payments,  considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  their  classifica- 
tion; and,  in  order  to  avoid  this  confusion  in  future  accounts,  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  desire  that  the  payments  under  that  head  may  be  confined  to  expenses 
for  porterages,  postages,  and  small  incidental  payments.” 

8143.  In  the  subsequent  accounts,  have  the  payments  under  the  head  of  petty 
cash  disbursements,  been  confined  in  the  measure  pointed  out  by  th^t  Treasury 
letter  ? — Yes. 

8144.  When  were  the  accounts,  beginning  March  1831  and  ending  March  1833, 
audited  at  the  Treasury? — In  the  winter  of  1833,  and  the  spring  of  1834. 

8145.  What  was  the  result  at  which  the  Treasury  auditors  arrived  ? — I stated  it, 
if  I recollect  right,  in  the  course  of  my  ninth  day’s  examination;  the  only  error 
was  a sum  of  2 3/.  10 s.  9 \d.,  which  had  been  carried  to  the  wrong  side  of  the 
account. 

8146.  When  were  the  accounts,  beginning  March  1833  an<l  ending  March  1835, 
audited  at  the  Treasury? — In  the  course  of  the  last  winter,  and  the  early  part  of 
the  last  spring. 

8147.  At  what  result  did  the  Treasury  auditors  arrive? — The  auditors  find  that 
the  accountant  has  duly  surcharged  himself  with  the  sum  of  953/.  155.  7 d.,  indebted 
upon  his  former  account  for  this  service  to  the  12th  March  1833,  upon  which  a 
report  was  submitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  on  the  2d  July  1834;  also  the 
several  sums  amounting  to  18,000/.,  issued  from  the  Exchequer  for  this  service 
during  the  period  of  the  accounts;  together  with  808/.  6s.,  received  for  the  sale 
of  surplus  record  publications;  and  the  sums  of  4,000/.  and  200/.  advanced  on 
loan  by  the  King’s  printers,  and  Messrs.  Williams  & Co.,  bankers;  and  with 
reference  to  the  discharge  of  part  of  this  account,  the  Treasury  auditors  find  that 
satisfactory  vouchers  were  produced  for  the  whole  of  the  payments  claimed  herein 
(with  the  exception  of  5 s.  6d.  erroneously  claimed  in  the  bill  of  H.  Heard,  builder, 
which  the  auditors  proposed  to  surcharge) ; also  for  the  several  sums  claimed  as 
petty  cash  payments  for  wages  of  labourers  employed  in  the  several  record  depo- 
sitories; for  cost  of  books  and  stationery,  postages,  porterages,  coach  and  cab 
hire,  and  other  incidental  expenses,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  services  rendered 
it  practicable ; and  having  caused  the  computations  and  castings  of  such  of  the 
tradesmen’s  bills  and  other  documents  as  had  been  produced  to  be  examined,  the 
auditors  report  that  the  whole  has  been  found  accurate,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sum  of  55.  6d.  before  adverted  to.  Every  tradesman’s  bill  is  cast  up  at  the 
Treasury. 

8148.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  the  officers  of  the  minor  record 
offices  ? — I have  communicated  with  the  following  gentlemen  : F.  Abbot,  esq., 
of  the  Petty  Bag-office ; H.  B.  Swabey,  registrar  of  the  Admiralty  Court ; Mr. 
Daniel,  of  the  Common  Pleas  Record-office;  A.  Rich,  esq.,  of 'the  Equity  Exche- 
quer Record-office;  Charles  Dyneley,  esq.,  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  Doctors’ 
Commons;  P.  Dealtry,  esq.,  of  the  Crown-office;  Mr.  Sprattlin,  of  the  Examiner’s- 
office  in  Chancery;  Thomas  Stannard,  esq.,  of  the  Exchequer  Record-office  on  the 
Pleas  side;  J.  Sherwood,  esq.,  of  the  Common  Pleas-office;  John  Davis,  esq.,  of 
the  King’s  Bench  Record-office,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  of  the  same  office.  I have  com- 
municated with  all  these  gentlemen,  either  personally  or  by  letter ; most  of  them 
attended  the  Committee ; some  in  consequence  of  being  summoned,  and  others 
voluntarily  (but  at  my  request),  for  the  purpose  of  giving  evidence  concerning  the 
records  and  documents  in  their  different  offices. 

8149.  What  was  your  reason  for  not  having  them  called  as  witnesses  to  be 
examined  ? — After  the  examination  of,  I think,  Mr.  Serjeant  Lawes,  the  registrar 
of  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  the  charges  which  the  commissioners  had  apprehended 
it  was  meant  to  insist  upon  with  reference  to  these  offices  were,  as  I understood, 
abandoned. 

8150.  Had  you  taken  any  steps  to  procure  the  evidence  of  printers  on  the 
subject  of  the  King’s  printers  charges  for  the  works  both  of  the  old  and  new 
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C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  commissions? — The  printing  and  paper  forming  a very  large  item  in  the  accounts 

of  the  board,  the  amount  being  about  one-third  of  its  total  expenditure,  it  was 

8 July  1836.  proposed  to  prove,  by  the  examination  of  printers  and  other  experienced  persons 
1st,  that  the  charges  made  for  printing  and  paper  from  1800  to  1830  were 
moderate;  2d,  that  a reduction  was  made  in  such  charges  in  1831,  and  that  the 
present  charges,  being  those  then  approved  of  by  the  commissioners,  are  lower 
than  those  of  printers  in  general.  And,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  it  was 
proposed  to  show  the  proportion  of  correction  in  the  works  of  the  board,  and 
other  similar  publications,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  attaining  accuracy  in 
volumes  of  this  kind,  which  are  printed  with  a type  containing  numerous  con- 
tractions, and  which  abound  in  names  of  places  and  persons,  the  orthography  of 
which  is  various  and  uncertain.  Although  it  cannot  be  disputed  that  some  of  the 
early  works  of  the  former  commissions  are  faulty,  yet  it  would  be  most  unjust  to 
call  in  question  their  immeasurable  superiority  over  others  of  the  same  kind 
published  at  the  national  expense  ; for  instance,  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  which 
were  printed  under  the  auspices  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  were  infinitely  more 
long  and  costly  in  the  execution  than  any  that  have  appeared  under  the  direction 
of  the  commissioners,  and  the  errors  in  which  are  said  to  be  so  numerous,  that 
a reprint,  if  carefully  collated  with  the  original  rolls,  would  have  the  appearance 
of  an  altogether  new  and  different  work. 

8151.  Have  any  memorials  recently  been  addressed  upon  the  subject  of  the 
publication  of  ancient  Irish  manuscripts? — Such  a memorial  has  been  presented 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  by  the  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

8152.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Northern  Antiquaries  at  Copenhagen  ? — Yes,  I am  a member  of  the  society ; 
and  in  a certain  degree  informed  of  its  proceedings. 

8153.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  information  respecting  the  Antiquitates 
Britannicas  et  Hibernicte,  editing  under  the  care  of  that  society  ?— I have  a copy 
of  a letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  president,  vice-president  and  secretary  of  the 
society  on  the  subject  of  that  work,  and  also  one  of  the  printed  prospectuses  for 
the  publication  of  it.  I beg  leave  to  deliver  in  the  copy  of  the  letter,  and  also  the 
printed  prospectus.,  The  title  of  the  projected  work  is,  “ A Collection  of  Accounts 
elucidating  the  earlier  History  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  extracted  from  Ancient 
Icelandic  and  Scandinavian  MSS.  and  other  historical  sources,  with  a Latin 
Translation,  Geographical  and  Archaelogical  Notes,  Fac-similes  and  Maps.” 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.] 

8154.  Will  not  that  work  contain  several  documents  throwing  considerable  light 
upon  the  history  of  this  country  ? — It  will. 

8i55-  Will  you  specify  those  which  you  know? — It  contains  such  documents 
as  these — the  Sagas  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canter- 
bury, Dunstan,  Thomas  and  Anselm,  and  also  a part  of  the  early  history  of 
Scotland.  I beg  leave,  also,  as  a matter  of  curiosity,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  another  work  projected  by  the  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries,  of 
which  an  account  is  given  in  the  same  prospectus,  the  title  is,  “ A Collection  of 
the  Accounts  extant  of  the  Ancient  Icelandic  and  other  Scandinavian  Manuscripts, 
relative  to  Voyages  of  Discovery  to  North  America,  made  by  the  Scandinavians 
in  the  10th  and  following  centuries,  with  Latin  and  Danish  versions,  Geo- 
graphical and  Archajological  Notes,  Fac-similes,  Maps  and  Plates.” 

8156.  Chairman. ] Is  this  society  composed  of  private  individuals? — It  is, 
I believe,  supported  partly  by  Government  and  partly  by  subscription.  The 
Danish  government  is  not  a very  wealthy  one.  The  Committee  having  deter- 
mined, as  I understand,  that  as  regards  the  taking  of  evidence,  its  labours  should 
be  closed  to-day,  I have  three  remarks  to  make : The  first  is,  that  I had  prepared 
in  a somewhat  elaborate  manner,  answers  to  all  those  points  brought  forward  in 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  that  seem  to  require  refutation  or  explanation, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  commission  or  the  secretary.  These  answers,  together 
with  the  questions  intended  to  elicit  them,  which  are  framed  in  conformity  with  the 
suggestion  of  my  Lord  Brougham,  fill  30  brief  sheets  of  paper.  I had  also  pre- 
pared similar  answers  in  regard  to  certain  matters  arising  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Vincent,  but  with  respect  to  the  matters  appearing  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Hewlett,  Mr.  Illingworth  and  Mr.  Holbrook,  I had  simply  drawn  up  some 
observations.  As  these  answers  and  observations  cannot,  I presume,  now  be  used, 
all  that  I can  do  is  to  mention  their  existence,  and  to  claim  the  right  of  availing 
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myself  of  them  in  time  and  place.  The  next  remark  is,  that  with  regard  to  the 
remainder  of  the  evidence,  although  I have  not  read  any  of  the  fasciculi  of  it, 
subsequent  to  No.  13,  yet  that  I have  been  informed  that  the  contents  concern 
myself  rather  than  the  board,  and  for  that  reason,  in  the  urgency  of  the  moment, 

I have  postponed  to  look  into  them,  conceiving  it  to  be  my  duty  not  to  neglect 
the  «rave  matters  which  may  appear  to  touch  the  commissioners,  from  an  over 
eagerness  to  get  rid  of  imputations  that  concern  myself  alone.  I shall  therefore 
take  another  occasion  to  repel  such  statements  as  those  I am  alluding  to ; state- 
ments, for  instance,  that  I have  entreated  one  person  to  dedicate  a book  to  me, 
and  that  I have  pirated  the  notes  of  another  person.  The  third  remark  is  that 
the  evidence  delivered  by  me  on  the  9th,  10th,  nth  and  12th  days,  being  to  be 
printed  as  taken,  though  given  in  the  most  loose  and  hurried  manner,  and  in  the 
full  conviction  that  I should  be  permitted  the  same  latitude  of  correction  as  I had 
enjoyed  before,  such  evidence  will  probably  be  found  to  contain  inaccuracies  which 
cannot  be  removed  consistently  with  the  rule  now  estalished.  In  that  case, 
I request  of  the  Committee  leave  to  address  to  the  Chairman  an  explanatory  letter 
to  be  appended  to  my  evidence. 

8157.  Chairman .]  You  stated  the  day  before  yesterday,  that  the  present  com- 
mission since  its  appointment  in  1831,  have  spent  22,000/.  less  than  the  previous 
commission  had  spent  in  the  five  preceding  years  ? — I thought  the  difference  was 
more  than  that. 

8158.  That  is  a comparison  of  two  periods  of  five  years  ? — Yes. 

8159.  Have  you  made  the  comparison  of  any  other  periods  of  five  years? — 
I have ; and  I think  the  result  was  still  more  favourable  to  the  commission  than  for 
the  period  I have  taken. 

8160.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  taking  the  average  of  the  first  commission  from 
1800  to  1830,  that  on  the  average  of  30  years,  it  received  more  than  this  com- 
mission has? — No,  for  the  first  10  years,  the  grants  were,  if  I recollect  right,  but 
small ; but  if  you  were  to  take  the  last  20  years,  the  average  must  be  a vast  deal 
more. 

8161.  For  instance,  the  average  from  1820  to  1824? — Then  the  average  ex- 
penditure, will,  I apprehend,  be  much  greater  than  that  of  the  present  commission. 

8162.  Are  you  aware  that  this  is  contained  in  returns  which  have  been  laid 
before  Parliament? — I do  not  recollect  those  returns  ; but  I should  doubt  whether 
any  returns  made  to  Parliament  at  that  time  would  show'  tht  real  expenditure  of 
the  commission.  The  Committee  may  ascertain  the  real  expenditure,  by  in- 
specting the  King’s  printers’  bills  for  England  and  Scotland,  and  the  warrants 
signed  by  the  commissioners ; I have  copies  both  of  the  bills  and  the  warrants. 

8163.  Here  is  a return  to  Parliament,  dated  1st  of  July  1825,  stating  an 
account  of  the  expenses  of  the  commission  : Have  you  seen  that  return  ? — I must 
have  seen  it  formerly.  I took  a vast  deal  of  pains  formerly  to  ascertain  from  the 
old  returns  what  the  real  expenditure  of  the  old  board  was ; but  I am  sorry  to  say, 
that  I think  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  any  of  those  returns.  That  is  my 
conviction  from  having  examined  the  King’s  printers’  bills  and  the  warrants.  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  make  that  statement,  unless  I were  satisfied  that  it  is  correct. 
I can  produce  all  the  King’s  printers’  bills  and  the  warrants,  and  those  will  show 
what  the  real  expenditure  was.  The  returns  I never  could  make  head  or  tail  of. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

8164.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  IV.  Wynn.]  Do  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  Stevenson 
having  been  instructed  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  calen- 
daring the  records  at  the  Tower? — I do. 

8165.  Will  you  state  what  you  know  upon  the  subject? — When  Mr.  Cooper 
was  desirous  to  lay  before  the  Committee  some  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making 
calendars  to  the  various  records,  he  asked  me  if  I could  assist  him  in  preparing 
such  an  estimate  ; he  asked  me,  in  consequence  of  the  returns  from  the  different 
offices,  which  had  been  made  to  the  commission  about  two  or  three  years  ago, 
being  in  my  hands.  I told  him  that  I could  not  assist  him  in  making  such  esti- 
mates in  at  all  a satisfactory  manner  ; that  there  was  little  or  nothing  in  the  returns 
to  proceed  upon,  and  that  I had  not  that  acquaintance  with  the  exact  extent  of  the 
records  in  the  offices  which  would  put  it  in  my  power  to  present  him  with  an 
estimate  such  as  could  be  laid  before  this  Committee.  He  mentioned  the  Tower 
particularly.  I stated  to  Mr.  Cooper  that  I had  only  a general  knowledge  of  the 
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records  in  the  Tower,  but  that  Mr.  Stevenson  went  almost  every  day  to  the  Tower 
and  that  I thought  he  would  be  able  to  give  Mr.  Cooper  the  information  he 
wanted.  A few  days  after  Mr.  Stevenson  called  upon  me,  when  we  had  some 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  these  estimates,  and  especially  on  his  calculation  of 
the  cost  of  calendaring  the  Tower  records,  which  he  had  made  to  amount  to  some- 
thing more  than  300,000  l.  Mr.  Stevenson  told  me  that  he  called  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Cooper,  the  purpose  of  his  visit  being  to  learn  from  me  whether  I could 
give  any  additional  information  to  assist  him  in  the  calculation  in  which  he  was 
engaged. 

8166.  What  were  the  data  upon  which  that  calculation  was  formed  ? — The  data 
upon  which  it  was  formed  was  a passage  in  the  return,  which  Mr.  Petrie  had 
made.  Mr.  Petrie,  in  his  return  from  the  Tower,  stated,  “ A new  and  complete 
calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls  has  been  begun  by  the  keeper  of  the  records,  and  it 
has  been  carried  onwards  to  the  38th  of  Henry  3.  Upon  a moderate  computa- 
tion it  would  require  the  uninterrupted  labour  of  one  person  for  at  least' two 
years  to  complete  the  remainder  of  that  reign.”  This  was  the  only  data  that 
I heard  anything  of.  Upon  this  data  Mr.  Cooper  had  desired  me  to  proceed  • 
but  I found  it  impossible,  as  I did  not  know  what  was  the  exact  extent  of  the  Patent 
Rolls  or  any  other  series  of  the  Chancery  Rolls. 

8167.  Did  you  represent  to  Mr.  Stevenson  that  the  calculation  seemed  enor- 
mous?— I said  it  was  a very  startling  sum,  and  that  I could  hardly  suppose  that 
such  a sum  as  that  could  be  required  for  the  purpose. 

8168.  Chairman .]  Did  not  Mr.  Stevenson  state  to  you  that  he  considered  the 
data  upon  which  the  calculation  was  made  exceedingly  .inaccurate? — I have  not 
the  least  recollection  of  that  being  stated.  I showed  Mr.  Stevenson  Mr.  Petrie’s 
return  containing  the  data.  Whether  Mr.  Petrie  made  a mistake  in  making  that 
return  I cannot  say,  but  I do  not  suppose  he  did  ; and  I do  not  recollect  that 
Mr.  Stevenson  stated  that  Mr.  Petrie’s  return  was  inaccurate. 

8169.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  IV.  IVynn.]  What  answer  did  Mr.  Stevenson  make 
when  you  represented  to  him  that  you  thought  it  a startling  sum  ? — I cannot 
charge  my  memory  sufficiently  with  the  conversation,  which  I never  expected  to 
hear  of  again,  to  say  what  his  answer  was ; I think  it  was  to  a certain  extent  an 
admission  that  it  was  an  extraordinary  sum,  but  I cannot  speak  with  that  confi- 
dence that  I ought  to  do. 

8170.  Then  the  impression  that  you  have  of  his  answer  was,  that  he  admitted 
that  it  was  extravagant ; that  it  was  more  than  would  be  required  ? — I think  it 
was. 

8171.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Hardy’s  estimate? — I have. 

8172.  Has  he  included  in  that  estimate  the  Chancery  proceedings? — He  has 
not  in  the  part  which  I speak  of. 

8173.  Are  not  the  Chancery  proceedings  the  most  considerable  and  bulky  part 
of  the  records  at  the  Tower  ? — I believe  they  are,  but  I cannot  answer  that 
question  with  certainty. 

8174.  They  are  kept  in  the  White  Tower,  are  they  not  ? — I believe  they  are. 

8175.  And  the  other  records  principally  in  the  Wakefield  Tower? — I' believe 
they  are. 

8176.  Is  there  any  alteration  which  you  wish  to  make  in  your  answer  to  ques- 
tion 3350  ? — There  is  a passage  from  a letter,  tvhich  is  marked  as  a quotation, 
which  agrees  perfectly  in  sense  with  what  I now  present,  but  as  it  is  a quotation  it 
is  desirable  that  the  exact  words  should  be  used ; I therefore  request  permission  of 
the  Committee  to  withdraw  what  is  there  printed,  and  to  substitute  what  I now 
present : “ What  portion  of  such  papers  as  that  which  you  have  furnished  to  the 
commission  they  may  deem  it  proper  to  print  in  their  report  must,  of  course,  be  left 
to  the  commission  itself  to  determine.” 


Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

8177*  Chairman.]  YOU  have  heard  Mr.  Hunter’s  statement;  have  you  any 
observation  to  make  upon  it? — In  regard  to  the  statement  which  Mr.  Hunter  has 
made  as  to  my  calling  upon  him  to  see  those  returns,  I beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
I called  upon  him  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  returns  from  the  Equity  Exche- 
quer, not  those  from  the  Tower,  nor  could  such  possibly  have  been  the  case,  since 
the  return  relative  to  the  Tower,  which  I drew  up  for  Mr.  Cooper,  was  given  in 
previous  to  the  date  of  my  calling  on  Mr.  Hunter. 

8178.  Is 
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8178.  Is  it  your  impression  that  you  gave  Mr.  Hunter  to  understand  that  those 
data  upon  which  you  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  found  those  calcula- 
tions were  inaccurate? — I do  not  remember  having  any  conversation  regarding 
the  returns  from  the  Tower.  If  Mr.  Petrie’s  return  was  referred  to,  it  was  only 
incidentally,  it  was  not  the  object  of  my  visit  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

8179.  Have  you  prepared  a return  of  the  historical  works  printed  by  the 
Bannatyne  and  Maitland  clubs  ? — I have  ; and  I beg  leave  to  give  it  in  evidence. 

8180.  Mr.  Pusey.]  What  proportion  of  these  books  are  to  be  purchased  by 
the  public  ? — One-tenth  of  them. 

8181.  They  are  privately  printed  for  the  members  of  the  club? — Yes;  but  copies 
of  many  of  the  most  important  are  for  sale  ; and  copies  are  distributed  very  freely 
to  those  who  make  application  for  them. 

8182.  But  only  one-tenth  of  the  whole  are  for  sale? — About  one-tenth. 

Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

8183.  Chairman .]  HAVE  you  any  statement  to  make  respecting  your  not 
including . the  calendars  to  the  Chancery  proceedings  ? — I have  fully  stated  my 
reasons  on  my  former  examinations : I will  now  only  state  that  we  have  already 
a good  calendar,  sufficient  for  every  possible  purpose,  being  copies  of  those  in  the 
Six  Clerks’-office,  which  have  been  so  highly  commended  by  Mr.  Spence  and 
several  other  witnesses  ; moreover,  that  those  records  are  very  seldom  consulted  ; 
I am  within  compass  when  I say  there  are  not  six  searches  in  twelve  months. 

8184.  Have  you  found  the  Liber  Hibernias  of  considerable  use? — I have,  of 
very  considerable  use,  especially  in  reference  to  ecclesiastical  property.  I have 
been  employed  by  several  Irish  peers  and  Irish  gentlemen  to  recover  their  right 
of  presentation  to  churches;  and  I have  found  the  entries  contained  in  Mr.  Las- 
selles’  book  of  the  utmost  importance.  I know  the  work  was  highly  useful  in  ascer- 
taining the  rights  of  two  peers  and  the  Irish  Society,  in  all  of  which  inquiries 
I was  concerned. 

Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

8185.  Chairman.']  IS  there  anything  you  wish  to  add  to  your  evidence?  - 
I wish  to  add  a few  words  upon  the  advantages  of  publishing  such  catalogues  as 
I alluded  to  in  my  evidence.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  plan  of  first 
printing  catalogues  rather  than  the  records  themselves,  are  apparent.  First,  these 
catalogues  would  embrace  an  extensive  field  of  general  history ; say  from  William 
the  Conqueror  to  the  Revolution,  and  their  formation  and  printing  is  within  the 
limits  of  a moderate  expenditure.  To  print  all  the  records  and  muniments  within 
this  period  would  require  an  enormous  sum,  so  it  comes  to  a choice  or  balance 
between  having  a correct  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  all  the  records  and  letters 
illustrating  English  history,  and  having  a small  corner  of  our  history,  perhaps 
-extending  to  20  or  30  years,  illustrated  by  the  records' themselves.  No  historian 
familiar  with  the  use  of  original  materials  would  hesitate  1 think  to  choose  the 
catalogues.  By  them  he  would  be  enabled  to  collect  all  the  scattered  lights  which 
might  illustrate  the  general  history  of  England  from  a large  mass  of  original 
documents.  In  the  other  way  he  would  acquire  a minute  knowledge  of  a very 
curtailed  portion  ; but  the  lights  thrown  upon  important  points  of  history  within 
this  portion  would  be  proportionably  scanty.  Besides  this,  it  is  evident  that 
were  the  whole  or  even  the  greater  portion  of  the  records  to  be  printed,  it  would 
only  be  the  substitution  of  an  unfathomable  sea  of  print  for  an  unfathomable  sea 
of  manuscript.  In  the  end,  to  render  such  a mass  available  to  the  historian,  cata- 
logues and  indexes,  with  a brief  analysis  of  the  documents,  would  be  found  neces- 
sary. It  has  already  been  found  necessary  to  supply  them  to  some  of  the  record 
publications.  Thus,  at  last,  you  must  have  the  catalogues  raisonn6s.  Would  it 
not  be  easier  and  far  less  expensive  to  have  them  at  first?  Again,  when  any 
serious  difficulty  or  obscure  point  occurs,  a historian,  in  his  anxiety  for  truth,  must 
inspect  the  original.  Hence  he  may  in  many  instances  dispense  with  printing  the 
record  or  letter  itself,  but  without  the  catalogue  he  remains  ignorant  of  its  existence. 
The  advantages  of  first  making  catalogues  are  also  great  when  viewed  in  connexion 
with  the  plan  of  afterwards  printing  a selection  of  the  records  themselves.  Being 
once  acquainted  with  the  whole  mass  of  records,  letters,  state  papers,  &c.,  in  short, 
all  the  materials  illustrating  the  civil,  ecclesiastical  or  constitutional  history  of  the 

0.33.  4 x 2 country, 


Joseph  Stevenson , 
Esq. 


8 July  1836. 


Thomas  D.  Hardy , 
Esq. 


P.  F.  Tytler,  Esq. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


7t6 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


T.  F.  Tytler,  Esq.  country,  this  selection  will  be  made  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances.  The 

most  valuable  for  the  purposes  of  history  will  be  chosen,  and  there  will  be  the 

8 July  1836.  greatest  chance  of  all  being  printed  from  originals.  Lastly,  the  benefits  resulting 
from  this  plan  of  forming  catalogues,  will  be  most  important  in  checking  the  pro- 
gress of  historical  error.  Historians,  whose  labours  take  in  a wide  field  of  general 
history,  will  then  be  able  to  buy  at  a cheap  rate  such  tools  as  will  enable  them  to  consult 
at  once  those  documents  which  throw  light  upon  the  most  interesting  periods  which 
their  researches  embrace.  For  instance,  Dr.  Southey  is  at  this  moment  writing  the 
Naval  History  of  Great  Britain,  of  which  he  has  already  published  two  volumes. 
Now  it  is  no  impeachment  upon  so  eminent  an  author  to  say,  that  he  is  ignorant 
of  some  of  the  most  important  records  that  illustrate  the  naval  history  of  the 
country.  In  the  State  Paper-office  there  are  at  present,  in  an  unarranged  state 
some  valuable  original  letters,  illustrating  the  naval  history  of  the  country,  which 
were  unknown  till  lately  ; in  searching  for  some  Scottish  papers,  they  were  acci- 
dentally turned  over.  They  consist  of  original  letters  from  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
Frobisher,  Hawkins,  Howard,  Raleigh,  and  others ; some  of  them  especially  interest- 
ing, because  they  were  written  during  the  continuance  of  the  action  with  the  Spanish 
Armada.  It  would  be  impossible  indeed  to  give  anything  like  an  accurate  account 
of  the  action,  or  rather  the  series  of  actions,  with  the  Spanish  Armada,  without 
seeing  these  letters.  If  such  records  and  letters  were  made  patent  to  authors  by 
the  catalogues  I have  described,  Dr.  Southey,  in  his  house  in  the  country,  could 
have  them  in  his  library,  and  from  the  information  they  communicated  he  would 
be  able  to  correct  the  false  views  of  former  writers ; whereas,  without  such 
assistance,  all  history  must  be  in  a great  measure  a repetition  of  error. 

8186.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Suppose  Dr.  Southey  to  be  in  possession  of  these  catalogues, 
would  he  not  be  still  obliged,  in  order  to  make  use  of  them,  to  take  journeys  to 
London  and  refer  to  the  original  documents  ? — If  there  were  catalogues  giving  a 
brief  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  letters  and  papers  they  embrace,  I apprehend 
that  he  might  in  many  instances  get  sufficient,  or  at  least  most  important  informa- 
tion from  the  catalogues  alone ; but  even  when  this  was  found  not  enough,  still  the 
system  recommended  would  greatly  assist  his  researches,  as  he  would  come  up  to 
London,  and,  having  glanced  over  the  catalogue,  be  able  in  two  or  three  months 
to  accomplish  all  that  he  wanted. 

8187.  In  short,  if  the  public  have  to  choose  between  a publication  of  a catalogue 
raisonne  of  the  whole  of  the  records  on  the  one  hand,  and  a publication  of  some  of 
the  records  on  the  other  hand,  the  catalogue  must  be  preferred.  But  you  are  also  of 
opinion  that,  if  the  national  liberality  enabled  the  Record  Commission  to  carry  on 
both  of  those  operations,  the  publication  of  the  original  records  in  addition  to  the 
catalogue  raisonnd  would  be  of  essential  service  to  historians  whose  residence  must 
necessarily  not  be  confined  to  London  ? — I am  of  that  opinion. 

8188.  Chairman .]  But  considering  the  small  number  of  historians  in  England, 
do  you  think  the  utility  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  expense ; for  instance,  in 
order  to  save  Dr.  Southey  the  possibility  of  a journey,  which  he  would  not  other- 
wise undertake,  from  Westmoreland  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  these 
records,  that  we  ought  to  go  to  the  expense  of  printing  several  volumes  P — Perhaps 
not ; but  all  historians  and  students  of  history  would  be  benefited  by  such  volumes, 
if  carried  on  in  due  subordination  to  the  catalogues.  It  is  to  a selection  I 
always  allude.  The  idea  of  printing  ail  the  records  that  may  illustrate  English 
history  is  chimerical. 

8189.  Mr.  Pusey.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  useful  to  historians,  if 
the  Record  Commission,  besides  publishing  a catalogue  raisonn6  of  those  docu- 
ments, were  also  empowered  to  extend  the  work  to  the  other  State  Papers  ? — 
I think  so. 

8190.  Are  you  aware  that  M.  Guizot,  whilst  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  French 
Record  Commission,  directed  the  publication  of  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  papers 
in  the  Foreign-office  at  Paris  which  relate  to  the  war  of  succession  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  that  circumstance.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I have  not  got  M.  Guizot’s 
papers  regarding  the  publications  now  going  on  in'  France;  but  such  papers  must 
be  of  essential  service  to  the  historian. 

819 1.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  useful  to  historians  that  the  Record 
Commission  should  extend  its  labours  to  publishing  indexes  to  the  documents  now 
contained  in  the  State  Paper-office,  and,  where  necessary,  publishing  the  original 
papers? — I think  so;  the  documents  in  the  State  Paper-office  from  the  latter 

part 
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part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  7,  when  they  commence,  up  to  the  present  day,  are  the  P.  F.  Tyiler,  Esq. 

most  valuable  materials  for  the  history  of  England  which  can  anywhere  be  found.  

The  more  ancient  documents  prior  to  that  time  are  no  doubt  very  valuable ; but  in  8 July  >836. 
proportion  as,  after  Henry  7,  the  history  of  the  country  increases  in  interest  and 
importance,  so  do  the  materials  which  illustrate  it.  At  present  this  rich  historical 
mine  from  the  defects  of  the  system  there  followed,  and  the  want  of  printed 
catalogues,  is  completely  unknown,  and  totally  shut  up  from  the  public  ; and  I 
would  consider  it  one  of  the  most  fortunate  circumstances  for  the  interests  of  the 
history  and  literature  of  the  country  could  this  great  depository  be  brought  within 
the  sphere  of  the  Record  Commission. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  Examined. 

8192.  The  Right  Hon.  C.  TV.  TV.  Wynn .]  DOES  it  appear  to  your  Lordship  Right  Hon. 
that  for  some  of  the  records  better  accommodation  is  necessary  than  is  afforded  by  Lord  Lyndhurst. 

the  present  repositories  ? — It  certainly  does.  I was  formerly  the  Master  of  the 

Rolls;  I think  the  Rolls-chapel  is  a very  bad  place  of  deposit.  On  a dark  day 

you  cannot  see  the  records  without  a candle ; you  walk  and  climb  through  very 
narrow  passages,  and  it  often  takes  a considerable  time  to  find  a record  ; nothing 
can  be  more  incommodious  than  that  place  of  deposit. 

8193.  Would  it  appear  to  you  that  the  best  corrective  for  the  inconveniences  in 
these  respects  would  be  the  erection  of  one  or  more  buildings,  which  should  be 
constructed  with  a primary  view  to  the  reception  of  certain  portions  of  the  national 
records  ? — I think  I should  go  beyond  that ; I think  if  it  could  be  done,  it  would 
be  better  to  have  all  the  public  records  as  nearly  as  possible  in  one  place. 

8194.  You  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a general  repository? — Cer- 
tainly. 

8195.  Chairman .]  And  in  one  custody  ? — And  in  one  custody  if  it  be  possible. 

8196.  Do  you  think  that  after  a certain  period,  say  50  years,  or  such  period 
after  which  constant  recurrence  is  not  necessary  to  the  writs  and  records  of  the 
courts,  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  the  records  of  each  court  being  kept  in  the 
custody  of  the  judges  of  that  court  ? — Provided  they  are  in  a place  easily  acces- 
sible. I think  it  is  very  immaterial  whether  they  are  in  the  immediate  custody  of 
the  judges  or  not. 

8197.  Provided  they  are  accessible,  you  think  it  would  be  better  that  they  should 
be  under  one  custody  ? — I think  so.  The  modern  records  are  sometimes  badly  kept. 

In  the  upper  room  of  the  Treasury  I have  seen  them  scattered  about  very  irre- 
gularly. 

8198.  Right  hon.  C.  TV.  TV.  Wynn.]  What  period  are  you  speaking  of  with 
respect  to  the  King’s  Bench  records? — About  12  or  14  years  ago  I happened  to 
go  once  or  twice  into  the  Treasury,  and  I saw  them  in  much  confusion.  I com- 
plained of  it  at  that  period. 

8199.  Have  they  been  since  removed? — I do  not  know. 

8200.  Has  it  occurred  to  you  to  meet  with  complaints  of  the  want  of  access  to 
records,  of  the  difficulty  with  which  searches  are  made,  or  of  impediments  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  them  for  ordinary  use  ; for  instance,  such  as  bills,  answers, 
depositions  and  decrees  in  equity  and  at  common  law,  declarations,  pleas  and 
judgments? — I am  not  aware  to  what  extent  the  difficulty  goes  ; I know  that  you 
pay  large  sums  to  get  ancient  records  searched  for,  examined  and  copied. 

8201.  Have  complaints  been  made  to  you  regarding  the  amount  of  the  fees  ? — 

Never,  directly  in  the  way  of  complaint,  except  statements  that  the  expenses  were 
very  heavy. 

8202.  Did  they  appear  to  you  to  be  disproportioned  to  the  task  imposed  upon 
those  who  made  the  searches  ? — I do  not  know  whether  the  expense  consists 
principally  of  fees  paid  to  the  Keepers  of  the  Records,  or  of  the  remuneration  to 
those  persons  who  search  for  the  records  and  make  extracts  from  them  ; but  a 
great  deal  of  time  is  often  spent  in  searching  for  a record,  which  is  occasioned  by 
the  difficulty  of  the  search,  and  the  different  places  in  which  they  are  kept ; and  a 
great  deal  of  time  also  is  consumed  in  deciphering  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
records  having  suffered  from  time,  bad  custody  and  damp,  and  being  frequently  in 
many  parts  nearly  illegible. 

8203.  Does  this  apply  to  modern  records  ? — No,  I am  speaking  now  of  the 
ancient  records. 

o-33-  4x3  8204.  Has 
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Right  Hon.  8204.  Has  your  Lordship  heard  any  complaint  with  respect  to  impediment  or 
Lore!  Lyndhurst.  difficulty  in  obtaining  for  ordinary  use  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  in  modern 
~~  times? — No,  I have  not.  I suppose  that  those  of  modern  times  may  be  obtained 
8 July  183  • verv  easjjy_  i remember  when  the  records  were  kept  at  Westminster-hall,  goino 
very  often  into  the  depository  of  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  they 
were  arranged  in  very  good  order  in  that  court,  and  I believe  the  fee  for  examina- 
tion was  moderate. 

8205.  If  there  had  been  any  confusion  in  any  of  the  offices,  which  prevented 
proper  access  to  documents  contained  in  them,  would  not  this  have  become  known 
to  your  Lordship  ? — I remember  in  the  Treasury  of  the  King’s  Bench  going  up 
into  an  upper  room  ; they  were  in  a state  of  considerable  confusion.  When  I was 
in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the  depository  of  the  records  in  the  Common  Pleas,  as 
a serjeant,  those  were  kept  in  extremely  good  order. 

8206.  Were  the  records  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ancient  records  ?— No 
they  were  modern  records.  It  might  possibly  have  been  before  they  were  done  up 
regularly,  or  in  the  course  of  it ; that  I do  not  know. 

8207.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  those  are  now  removed  to  the  Rolls?— 
I do  not ; I think  I have  heard  that  they  were  removed,  but  I did  not  know  to 
what  place. 

8208.  Have  you  attended  occasionally  the  meetings  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sion ? — I never  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Record  Commission.  During  the 
six  months  that  I was  Master  of  the  Rolls  I never  had  notice  to  attend  any  meet- 
ing of  the  Record  Commission,  nor  did  I ever  attend. 

8209.  Does  the  present  constitution  of  the  commission  appear  to  you  to  be  one 
which  is  well  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  its  objects.  The  question  refers  to  its 
constitution,  vesting  the  supreme  direction  in  the  body  of  the  commissioners, 
including  persons  high  in  office  in  the  law  and  in  the  State,  and  other  persons 
distinguished  by  historical  knowledge,  who  act  without  a salary,  and  whose  orders 
are  executed  by  sub-commissioners  receiving  salaries  ? — If  you  can  get  persons  to 
do  duties  without  salaries,  and  to  perform  them  well,  it  is  very  desirable. 

8210.  Chairman.~\  Do  not  you  think  there  is  a danger  of  the  duties  not  being 
done  ? — That  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  duties.  In  this  instance  the  duties 
are  not  laborious ; a very  slight  attendance  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
intending and  putting  in  motion  those  persons  who  are  to  perform  the  active 
duties. 

8211.  One  part  of  the  business  of  the  commission  is  that  of  seeing  that  the 
records  are  kept  in  proper  preservation,  and  are  properly  arranged  and  proper 
indexes  provided  ; all  that  which  is  a work  of  detail  requires  constant  inspection, 
and  a general  system  of  superintendence  ; do  you  think  that  unpaid  persons  would 
give  that  superintendence  ? — Ido  not  think  unpaid  persons  would  do  the  duty; 
but  I think  unpaid  persons  might  well  superintend  business  of  that  kind,  and  with- 
out much  labour:  for  instance,  there  are  six  or  seven  places  of  deposit  of  public 
records,  and  if  there  were  a person  paid,  who  acted  under  the  commission,  the 
commissioners  might  from  time  to  time  require  reports  of  the  state  in  which  the 
records  were ; and  it  would  not  be  a very  laborious  part  of  their  duty  occasionally 
to  go  and  inspect  them  generally,  so  as  to  be  able  to  put  questions  to  those  per- 
sons that  had  the  immediate  duty  to  perform,  and  thus  to  satisfy  themselves  that 
that  duty  was  well  and  properly  performed.  I think,  without  being  paid,  there  are 
many  persons  in  this  country  who  would  take  upon  themselves  to  perform  such 
duty,  and  would  perform  it  satisfactorily. 

8212.  Right  Hon.  C.  JV.  JV.  Wynn.']  Does  not  the  same  appear  to  you  to  be 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  superintendence  of  the  publications  of  the  board,  and 
a selection  of  the  publications? — There  must  in  that  case  be  persons  among  the 
commission  who  are  well  qualified  to  make  the  selection,  otherwise  it  would  not 
do.  I conceive  that  the  first  instances  of  selection  would  not  be  very  difficult, 
because  the  mass  out  of  which  it  would  be  made  is  so  great,  that  you  could  hardly 
fail  to  select  something  curious  and  valuable ; but  after  the  publication  has  gone 
on  to  a certain  extent,  the  selection  might  become  more  difficult.  You  must,  of 
course,  have  some  persons  of  intelligence,  some  persons  of  literary  pursuits,  and 
who  have  particularly  directed  their  attention  to  this  branch  of  literature,  to  assist, 
and  to  consult  with  as  to  what  you  should  publish. 

8213.  Do  not  you  conceive  that  that  is  exactly  the  duty  which  can  be  best 
discharged  by  an  unsalaried  commissioner?— Yes ; I think  it  may  as  well  be  dis- 
charged by  an  unsalaried  as  by  a salaried  commissioner.  It  is  not  a thing  that 

would 
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would  take  much  time  ; it  depends  rather  upon  a person’s  previous  knowledge  than 
upon  any  particular  research  at  the  moment.  It  must  always  be  assumed  that 
some  of  the  commissioners  are  persons  of  literary  habits  and  of  literary  education ; 
I do  not  mean  of  merely  early  literary  education,  but  of  continued  literary  educa- 
tion and  habits,  who  would  be  the  persons  to  advise  the.  rest  of  the  board. 

8214.  Would  your  Lordship  be  disposed  to  unite  the  superintending  and  the 
executive  duties  in  the  same  person  ? — Those  persons  whom  I have  mentioned,  and 
to  whom  the  questions  have  referred,  could  not  be  expected  to  perform  the  execu- 
tive duties  ; they  must  have  persons  under  them  to  do  that.  They  are  duties  of 
such  a different  character,  that  there  is  no  necessity  nor  any  propriety  in  having 
them  vested  in  the  same  person. 

8215.  Is  it  not  more  advantageous  that  they  should  be  kept  distinct  and 
separate? — I think  the  executive  duties  are  subordinate  duties  to  be  performed  by 
a different  class  of  persons. 

8216.  Chairman.']  You  would  not  allow  the  commissioners  to  have  the  power  of 
giving  themselves  the  job  of  editing  a work  ? — The  commissioners  ought  not,  for 
obvious  reasons,  to  have  the  power  of  doing  that. 

8217.  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn.]  If  they  were  themselves  the  editors,  would 
not  the  confidence  in  them  be  probably  very  considerably  lessened  ? — Probably  so. 
What  I am  very  desirous  of  is,  that  there  should  be  some  public  building,  or  suite 
of  buildings,  in  which  a great  portion  of  the  public  records  might  be  placed  and 
arranged.  The  Rolls’  estate  is  as  good  a place  as  any  that  could  be  selected,  in 
point  of  position.  A suite  of  rooms  of  moderate  size,  fire  proof,  light,  and  well 
aired,  so  as  to  preserve  the  records,  and  render  them  easily  accessible,  would  be  very 
desirable.  What  can  be  more  inconvenient  than  the  Tower  as  a place  of  deposit? 
I do  not  know  whether  any  of  this  Committee  have  seen  the  manner  in  which  the 
records  are  arranged  in  the  Rolls-chapel  : it  is  a place  in  which  probably  there 
never  was  a fire,  and  it  must  be  very  damp  in  winter. 


Right  Hon. 
Lord  Lyndhurst. 

8 July  1836. 


Lunce,  11°  die  Julii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Charles  Builer. 

Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn. 
Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  Jervis. 


Dr.  Bowring. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 
Mr.  Hawes. 

Sir  Charles  Lemon. 


MR.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


George  Trundle,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

8218.  Chairman .]  YOU  belong  to  the  Irish  Office? — I am  Chief  Clerk  G.  Trundle,  Esq, 

there.  ~ 

8219.  Is  the  Liber  Hibernise  of  daily  or  ordinary  use  in  the  course  of  the  n July  1836. 
public  business  of  the  office  ? — It  is  not  in  daily  use  ; but  there  are  occasions 

on  which  we  have  reference  to  it,  as  on  matters  the  information  on  which  we 
have  not  in  this  country ; such,  for  instance,  as  all  appointments  that  are 
made  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant. 

8220.  Do  you  find  the  ecclesiastical  part  of  it  of  much  use  ? — We  have  not 
very  constant  reference  to  it ; inasmuch  as  the  patents  of  the  archbishops, 
bishops  and  deans,  being  all  letters  under  the  sign  manual,  emanate  from 
the  Home  Office  here,  and  are  registered  in  the  Irish  Office. 

8221.  Is  the  work  a complete  one  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

8222.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  complete  it  ? — It  would  he  a very  great 
object  to  complete  it,  particularly  as  far  as  regards  an  index  to  it. 

8223.  An  index,  you  think,  would  be  desirable  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

8224.  Do  you  think,  in  order  to  complete  it,  it  would  be  necessary  it  should 
run  to  any  very  great  length  ? — I think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  as  to 
the  point  where  the  work  was  stopped,  that  about  200  pages  would  finish  the 
■work,  independently  of  the  index. 

0,33*  4x4  8225.  What 
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G.  Trundle,  Esq. 
11  Jnty  1836. 

P.  F.  Tytler,  Esq. 


8225.  What  would  the  size  of  the  index  be  r— I am  not  at  all  competent  to 
answer  that  question. 

'Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

8226.  Mr.  Puseyi]  HAVE  you  any  further  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Com- 
mittee, from  the  result  of"  your  experience,  with  regard  to  the  earlier 
portion  of  the  documents  of  the  State  Paper  Office,  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
future  control  of  them  by  the  Record  Commissioners  ?— I have  one  observation 
to  make  with  regard  to  the  documents  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  in  addition  to 
the  evidence  I gave  before.  The  documents  of  the  State  Paper  Office  are  of 
two  kinds,  the  ancient  documents  and  the  more  modern  documents.  Any 
proposal  to  open  up  the  whole  documents  in  the  State  Paper  Office  would,  I 
conceive,  be  a highly  imprudent  and  impolitic  proposal ; the  more  modern 
papers  of  course  involve  so  many  delicate  subjects  with  regard  to  the  existing 
^Government,  that  to  open  them  up  to  all  men  or  to  general  historians  would 
be  impossible ; but  there  is  no  difficulty,  I think,  in  drawing  aline  between  the 
more  ancient  documents  in  the  State  Paper  Office  and  the  more  modern  ones. 
Say  that  we  take,  as  the  ancient  documents,  those  which  extend  from  the 
latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  7th  (and  there  are,  I believe,  none  before 
that  period)  down  to  the  mra  of  the  union  of  the  kingdoms  in  1707  ; or  you 
might,  perhaps,  safely  go  further  down  than  that,  say  to  the  commencement  of 
the  American  War.  I should  think  that  the  objection  which  is  applicable  to  the 
more  modern  documents  could  not  apply  in  any  way  to  such  documents  as 
these.  These  ancient  papers  I would  make  accessible  to  the  public,  and  easy 
to  be  consulted  by  catalogues,  such  as  I have  before  described  ; while  the  more 
modern  documents  might  stiff  be  considered  in  the  light  of  the  King’s  private 
papers,  which  is  the  principle  upon  which  all  the  documents  are  now  shut  up. 

8227.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  under  the  existing  regulations  sufficient  facilities 
.of  access  are  not  given  ? — That  is  my  opinion.  I believe  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  an  introduction  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  a letter  from  Lord 
John  Russell,  a literary  inquirer  may  get  access  ; but  however  liberally  that 
has  been  afforded  in  my  own  case,  and  I dare  say  in  many  other  cases,  yet  I 
think  the  more  ancient  documents  ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  footing  of  the 
documents  in  the  British  Museum. 

8228.  Do  you  think  that  there  ought  also  to  be  catalogues  ?— Yes,  I do. 

8229.  And  those  catalogues  ought  to  be  published  .J — Yes. 

823  0.  Do  you  think  that  portions  of  the  documents  themselves  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished also  ? — Yes,  after  the  catalogues  have  to  a certain  degree  been  carried  on. 

8231.  And  supposing  there  were  facilities  for  both  operations,  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  beginning  printing  the  documents  immediately? — I wish  the 
honourable  gentleman  distinctly  to  understand  that  my  views  by  no  means  go  to 
the  stopping  of  the  printing  of  selections  from  the  documents  ; but  there  is 
always  an  objection  to  printing  immediately,  when  there  is  a selection  to  he 
made  from  a large  mass  of  documents,  which  you  have  not  examined  so  as  to 
•know  their  contents. 

8232.  You  think  in  this  particular  office  there  would  be  a difficulty  in  doing 
so  ? — I think  so. 

8232*.  You  think  in  this  particular  office  a difficulty  might  arise  ? — I think 
so.  A judicious  selection  evidently  cannot  be  made  tiff  to  a certain  degree  the 
mass  of  documents  has  been  examined. 

8233.  Dr.  Bowring  You  would  establish  an  accurate  preliminary  examina- 
tion ? — Certainly  I would.  I gave  an  instance  before  of  Dr.  Southey,  who  is 
at  present  engaged  in  writing  a naval  history  of  England,  to  show  the  import- 
ance of  consulting  these  documents ; because  it  is  within  my  own  personal 
knowledge  that  there  are  in  the  State  Paper  Office  materials  for  the  naval 
history  of  England,  viz.  original  letters  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  which  are  of 
great  value,  of  which,  looking  to  the  volumes  of  his  naval  history  already  pub- 
lished, it  is  evident  that  Dr.  Southey  is  ignorant,  and  for  which  ignorance,  as 
there  are  no  printed  catalogues  of  the  historical  stores  of  the  State  Paper 
Office,  no  blame  can  attach  to  that  eminent  man. 

8234.  Mr.  Pusey^]  Are  you  aware  that  M.  Guizot,  the  French  minister  of 
Public  Instruction,  has  directed  that  commission  to  publish  a statement  of  the 
documents  from  the  Foreign  Offices,  the  Office  of  War  and  the  Navy  Office  in 

France 
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France,  which  throw  any  light  whatever  upon  the  War  of  Succession? — I am  P.  F.  Tytler, Esq. 

not  aware  of  the  circumstance,  except  from  the  question  of  the  honourable 

entlemam  I have  not  seen  the  reports  of  M.  Guizot,  and  would  wish  to  11  July.  1836. 
decline  giving  any  opinion  on  the  measures  pursued  by  the  French  record 
commission.  It  would  he  presumptuous  to  hazard  any  opinion  in  my  limited 
knowledge  of  what  is  going  on  in  France.  I am  anxious  to  observe,  that  my 
remarks  on  the  State  Paper  Office  are  objections  to  the  System  followed  in  that 
oreat  repository,  any  material  alteration  in  which  is,  I believe,  entirely  out  of 
the  power  of  the  head-keeper,  as  far  as  accessibility  and  facility  of  consulta- 
tion is  concerned ; the  office  is,  I believe,  entirely  under  the  power  of  His 
Majesty’s  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

8235.  Have  you  experienced,  personally,  much  loss  of  time  in  your  researches, 
from  the  want  of  catalogues  ? — I certainly  have ; but  from  every  individual 
officer  I have  received  every  possible  attention,  and  every  facility  that  could  be 
afforded. 

8236.  Dr.  Bowring.]  Are  you  aware  of  the  difficulty  there  has  been  of  access, 
and  that  foreigners  have  come  here  with  a desire  to  consult  the  papers  of  the 
State  Paper  Office,  and  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  get  over  that  difficulty  ? 

1 am  not  aware  of  that;  and  I should  suppose  it  has  not  occurred  very 

recently ; when  I first  began  to  consult  the  papers  in  the  State  Paper  Office 
there  were  certainly  considerable  difficulties ; you  were  obliged  to  specify  the 
paper  you  wanted. 

8237.  Sir  Robert  Inglisi]  Are  you  aware  whether  the  State  Paper  Office 
be  an  office  peculiarly  under  the  control  of  the  Crown,  and  whether,  being 
such,  it  can  be  considered  one  to  which  any  foreigner  can  have  any  claim  of 
access,  other  than  by  the  mere  grace  and  favour  of  the  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
or  whether  it  he  an  office  of  record  to  which  every  subject  of  the  realm  may 
have  a claim  of  access  ? — I am  quite  aware  of  the  distinction  ; the  State  Paper 
Office  is,  I believe,  considered  as  the  King’s  private  library  at  present,  and 
peculiarly,  therefore,  under  the  power  of  the  Crown  ; but  I think  that  any  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  a better  administration  of  this  great  repository,  which 
arise  out  of  its  private  and  sacred  character,  might  be  easily  obviated  by 
separating  the  ancient  from  the  more  modern  documents. 

James  Fleming,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

8238.  Chairman .]  I believe  you  have  had  occasion,  for  legal  purposes,  to  j.  Fleming , Esq. 

make  searches  among  the  Irish  records  ? — I believe  there  is  scarcely  a record  

department  in  Ireland  which  I have  not  examined ; I examined  them  from 

almost  the  earliest  period  at  which  they  began ; it  was  in  consequence  of  a 
claim  of  peerage  that  involved  a great  mass  of  information,  and  the  pedigrees 
which  were  to  be  established  were  exceedingly  long;  and  I carried  them  up,  from 
the  time  of  Henry  the  Second,  as  far  as  I could,  by  means  of  the  Irish  records, 
and  I found  considerable  difficulty. 

8239.  How  many  offices  are  there  ?— The  first  office  is  a Chancery  Office, 
the  Rolls  Office  ; the  Patent  Rolls,  and  the  Statute  Rolls  are  there. 

- 8240.  How  many  offices  are  there  generally  ? — There  is  the  Rolls  Office,  the 
Exchequer  Office,  the  Birmingham  Tower,  the  Parliament  Office,  the  State  Paper 
Office, the  Council  Office,  the  Prerogative  Office,  the  different  Consistorial  Offices, 
and  the  Records  of  the  Commission  of  Forfeitures,  the  Office  of  the  Map  of  the 
Down  Survey,  and  I dare  say  there  are  several  other  offices. 

8241.  Are  these  in  different  parts  of  Dublin  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

8242.  In  what  state  of  arrangement  did  you  find  them  ? — In  the  Rolls  Office 
very  good ; in  all  the  others  there  was  scarcely  any  arrangement  whatever. 

S243.  Were  there  indexes  or  calendars  which  supplied  you  with  information? 

• -In  the  Rolls  Office  there  was,  but  scarcely  in  any  other  office. 

8244.  Are  the  indexes  of  the  Rolls  Office  private  ? — They  are.  The  manner 
in  which  I was  obliged  to  take  many  of  those  from  the  Exchequer  Office  was 
by  taking  down  every  roll,  and  spelling  it  from  the  beginning  of  it  to  the  end. 

I suppose  I spent  three  or  four  months  in  going  through  the  different  docu- 
ments. 

8245.  Dr.  Rowring.']  Are  there  no  catalogues  whatever  ? — None  whatever  ; 
not  even  a list  of  the  rolls. 

8246.  Chairman .]  Were  there  fees  taken  ? — Yes,  upon  everything. 

8247.  Were  fees  taken  at  the  Rolls  Office  for  looking  at  private  indexes,  or 

4 Y were 
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were  they  paid  for  being  looked  at  by  the  keeper  ? The  fee  for  the  index  is  not 
a separate  fee  from  the  rolls.  It  is  several  years  since  I saw  them,  and  I am  not 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  fees  ; but  I know  they  were  exceedingly  high. 

8248.  Did  you  find  any  inconvenience  or  obstacle  from  the  circumstance 

mentioned  by  Lord  Dunsany  from  the  keepers  acting  as  agents  ? — Very  great 
difficulty ; but  I think  the  system  has  since  been  given  up.  The  records  in 
the  Birmingham  Tower  are  supposed  to  be  Royal  property ; and  having 
appointed  a keeper  of  the  records,  who  generally  is  a nobleman,  knowing 
nothing  about  them,  he  appoints  a deputy.  The  present  deputy  is  Sir  William 
Beetham  ; he  is  also  Ulster  King-at-arms,  and  being  both  Ulster  King-at-arms 
and  keeper  of  the  records,  of  course  he  can  manage  them  in  any  manner  he 
pleases.  . 

8249.  Have  you  any  further  communication  to  make  respecting  any  abuses 
or  evils  that  are  existing  ? — I do  not  know  that  it  is.  a positive  abuse,  but  it  is 
a very  great  inconvenience  in  the  result,  though  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
person  appointed  to  the  situation. 

8250.  Have  you  any  further  statement  to  make  with  reference  to  the  incon- 
veniences which  you  have  previously  mentioned? — Upon  certain  occasions 
nothing  can  be  greater  than  the  inconvenience.  I wanted  some  bills  in 
Chancery,  and  there  is  no  species  of  index  to  them  before  the  time  of  Crom- 
well. I had,  myself  and  with  assistance,  to  go  through  these  bills,  which 
began  with  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth ; and  accordingly  I was  occupied  for 
months  in  going  through  them  one  by  one. 

8251.  Do  you  believe  that  these  difficulties  are  generally  encountered  by 
every  person  who  has  occasion  to  make  searches  there  ? — I am  certain  of  it ; 
it  must  necessarily  be  so.  There  is  nothing  to  point  out  where  they  are ; there 
is  no  kind  of  index  to  any  of  these  records  in  Ireland ; and  although  the  Irish 
Record  Commission  prepared  for  the  press  a great  number  of  them,  the  statutes 
for  instance,  they  made  a very  perfect  transcript  of  the  statutes,  and  they  also 
made  an  index  to  the  Patent  Rolls  of  James  the  First  and  Elizabeth ; and 
when  that  commission  was  stopped,  all  the  books  and  papers  of  it  were  again 
given  up  to  Sir  William  Beetham ; and  he  has  also  all  the  manuscript  indexes, 
as  well  as  the  documents  of  his  own  office,  the  Ulster  Office  and  the  documents 
of  the  Birmingham  Tower.  There  are  1,263  statutes,  and  there  are  only  347 
in  print,  and  several  of  those  not  in  print  are  public  Acts ; in  fact,  a vast 
number  of  them  are. 

Thomas  Wright,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

8252.  Mr.  Pitsey.']  CAN  you  give  the  Committee  a more  detailed  account 
than  you  gave  in  your  last  examination,  of  the  mode  in  which  it  .was  proposed 

by  Monsieur  Guizot,  and  the  commission  appointed  under  him  in  1831 ? 

— It  was  in  1833. 

8253.  Proceeding  with  regard  to  the  objects  of  the  appointment  ? — It  was 
intended  first  to  search  all  those  offices  and  all  those  libraries  which  were  not 
open  to  the  public,  and  which  had  not  been  well  examined,  and  to  collect 
together  everything  of  importance  that  had  been  neglected  or  unknown. 

8254.  Do  you  mean  those  offices  of  which  you  speak  were  generally  provin- 
cial ? — Generally  the  offices  were  provincial.  The  offices  in  Paris,  I believe, 
are  generally  well  arranged  with  regard  to  the  documents,  and  well  known  to 
the  people  who  have  the  care  of  them.  The  plan  was  first  to  ascertain  and 
arrange  all  the  important  unpublished  materials  in  those  offices  or  libraries ; it 
was  intended  afterwards  to  make  selections  of  such  materials  as  were  considered 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  printed. 

8255.  Was  it  not  proposed  by  Monsieur  Guizot,  that  a catalogue  should  be 
constructed  of  the  whole  of  the  manuscripts  in  the  Royal  Library  of  Paris  ? I 
think  it  was  not  proposed  to  make,  under  the  direction  of  the  commission,  such 
a catalogue  ; I am  not  aware  that  a proposition  was  made  for  a general  cata- 
logue ; it  was  proposed  to  look  carefully  through  those  parts  of.  the  manu- 
scripts which  contained  matter  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  print. 

8256.  Before  the  catalogue  was  formed,  has  not  the  commission  sanctioned 
publications  of  various  ancient  records  ? — Certainly,  it  has ; I suppose  it  has 
been  thought  desirable  to  show  something  printed  at  the  beginning  of  their 
labours ; they  have  commenced  by  printing  certain  works  which  were  already 
publicly  known. 

^ * 8257.  What 
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8257.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  publications  ? — The  nature  of  the  publica-  T.  Wright,  Esq. 

tions  which  they  have  already  published,  is  this : the  first  is  a statement  of  the  pro-  

ceedings  of  the  States-General,  held  at  Tours  in  the  year  1484,  written  by  one  of  *1  July  1836. 
the  deputies  who  was  present ; it  was  already  known  to  exist,  and  that  in  many 
manuscripts,  and  it  had  been  used  and  quoted,  hut  it  was  considered  to  be  a 

document  of  great  importance  in  every  point  of  view,  and  as  it  had  never  been 
printed  wholly,  nor  even  long  extracts  given  from  it,  it  was  considered  a very 
proper  work  to  commence  with.  At  the  same  time  they  were  making  prepara- 
tions for  other  works  of  equal  importance,  which  required  more  extended 
researches  before  they  could  be  printed. 

8258.  Can  you  mention  any  other  works  of  importance  which  have  been 
published  by  the  commission  ? — The  only  other  works  which  have  been  actually 
published  are  two,  both  of  them  series  of  papers  from  the  public  offices  ; as  it 
happened  that  those  public  offices  were  in  much  better  order  than  the  manu- 
scripts in  any  of  the  public  libraries,  and  could  therefore  be  used  more  readily, 
they  began  publishing  immediately.  I believe  in  the  one  case,  the  collection 
from  the  office  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  been  in  great  part 
previously  arranged  by  its  present  editor,  with  the  ultimate  intention  of  pub- 
lishing it. 

8259.  Will  you  state  the  nature  of  the  work  ? — It  is  a collection  of  the  letters 
and  papers  of  the  Foreign  Ambassador,  relating  to  the  negociations,  &c.  which 
arose  out  of  the  disputed  succession  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  during  the  reign  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth. 

8260.  Is  it  not  in  fact  a complete  collection  of  all  the  diplomatic  corres- 
pondence of  the  French  Court  during  the  War  of  Succession  ? — All  relating  to 
the  War  of  Succession ; they  are  more  immediately  taken  from  that  office  ; but 
many  other  documents  are  inserted  from  other  sources,  letters  generally. 

8261.  Is  there  not  also  a collection  of  the  despatches  from  the  War-office 
during  the  same  period  ? — There  is,  which  contains  the  despatches  and  other 
papers  relating  to  the  military  operations  during  the  same  period.  This  series 
will  not  be  so  long  as  the  other  corresponding  collection. 

8262.  Do  you  know  what  Monsieur  Guizot’s  ground  was  for  undertaking  the 
publishing  of  these  documents  at  the  expense  of  the  public  ? — The  grounds 
which  he  states  himself  are,  that  although  many  private  individuals  had  already 
made  extensive  researches  and  had  made  great  discoveries,  and  in  some  cases 
had  published  the  whole  of  the  documents,  and  in  others  merely  abstracts 
of  them,  yet  still  he  saw  that  the  exertions  which  were  thus  made  by  private 
individuals  were  extremely  circumscribed,  both  from  their  inability  to  proceed 
to  any  great  length  in  their  labours  in  such  extensive  collections,  which  were 
neither  catalogued  nor  arranged,  and  also  that  they  were  in  general  unable 
themselves  to  cope  with  the  expense  of  publishing  their  discoveries. 

8263.  Does  not  Monsieur  Guizot  state,  that  scarcely  a moment  passes  that 
persons  addicted  to  historical  science  in  France,  did  not  express  their  regret 
that  the  publication  of  these  valuable  documents  was  left  to  individuals  ? — 

He  does ; and  he  alludes  also  to  the  formation  of  a society  which  had  been 
recently  formed  for  the  publication  of  these  documents,  under  the  title  of 
“ The  Society  of  History  of  France but  at  the  same  time,  those  very  people 
who  had  formed  the  society  continued  their  complaints  on  the  ground  that 
such  a society  could  not  do  what  was  necessary  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  should  be  done;  and  also  that  a great  mass  of  the  most  important 
documents  were  so  under  the  government,  that  without  its  authority,  and 
unless  ordered  by  the  government  itself,  they  could  not  be  examined  or  used. 

8264.  Of  whom  did  the  members  of  this  first  commission  consist  ?- — The  first 
committee  of  the  commission,  not  the  first  committee,  consisted  of  certain 
persons  noted  for  their  historical  works,  or  then-  historical  researches.  I do 
not  think  I can  repeat  all  the  names ; but  there  were  amongst  them  those  of 
Mignet,  those  of  Gu6rard  and  Champollion-Figeac,  both  keepers  of  the  manu- 
scripts of  the  Royal  Library  ; and  those  of  Daunou  and  Naudet,  the  continua- 
tors  of  the  collection  of  Dom  Bouquet. 

8265.  Has  not  this  commission  in  contemplation  to  publish  many  other 
historical  documents  ? — Monsieur  Guizot’s  commission  ? 

8266.  Yes  ? — It  has  not  yet  published  any  others. 

8267.  Has  it  not  in  contemplation  to  publish  them  ? — 'Certainly ; it  has  a 
great  number  in  contemplation.  Monsieur  Guerard,  who  was  one  of  the  com- 
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l'.  Wright,  Esq.  mittee,  is  employed  at  present  in  making  extensive  collections  from  the  regis- 

ters  of  the  Parliament  at  Paris,  from  the  registers  of  the  Chambre  des  Comptes, 

ii  July  1836.  and  also  from  the  Tr^sor  des  Chartes.  I believe  at  present  there  are  no  pro- 
ceedings carried  on  in  any  other  of  the  Ministerial  offices,  except  that  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  for  War.  The  archives  of  the  office  of  the  Minister 
for  Naval  offices,  a part  of  which  it  is  contemplated  to  publish,  are  not  at 
present  in  a condition  for  examination. 

8268.  Are  there  not  also  some  very  curious  memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Retz, 
in  his  own  handwriting,  which  have  been  lately  discovered,  and  which  are  to 
be  included  in  the  publications  of  the  commission  ?— I have  not  heard  of  such 
memoirs ; they  are  making  selections  from  the  private  papers  of  the  Cardinals 
Mazarin  and  De  Granville. 

8269.  Did  not  the  commission  subsequently  subdivide  itself  into  two  com- 
mittees ?— It  did,  or  rather  a new  committee  was  formed  to  work  hand-in-hand 
with  the  other;  it  consisted  of  entirely  different  persons  from  those  who 
formed  the  first.  Among  its  members  were  Victor  Cousin,  the  philosopher,  and 
Albert  le  Noir,  the  architect. 

8270.  Plow  were  the  functions  of  the  two  committees  divided? — Each  of  the 
committees  had  their  separate  functions,  but  precisely  similar  to  each  other. 

8271.  How  were  the  objects  of  the  two  committees  divided  ?— The  first  com- 
mittee was  entirely  occupied  with  what  formed  the  first  aim  of  the  commission, 
and  published  purely  historical  documents ; the  second  committee  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  documents  of  a different  character, 
those  which  related  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  history  of  the  people. 

8272.  What  has  the  second  committee  published  ?— It  has  already  published 
but  one  book,  certain  inedited  works  of  Abelard. 

8273.  What  is  the  title  of  the  work  ? — It  is  a collection  of  pieces  ; the  first 
and  principal  is  a philosophical  work,  entitled  “ Sic  et  Non,”  which  was,  soon 
after  its  first  publication,  condemned  in  a council  as  heretical,  and  which,  at 
the  time  when  it  was  written,  had  great  influence  upon  the  state  of  philosophy. 
It  was  believed  to  have  been  so  entirely  destroyed  by  the  fire  that  no  copies 
were  supposed  to  exist,  and  the  present  publication  I believe  contains  only- 
fragments,  printed  from  a late  manuscript.  It  has  since  been  discovered  that 
there  are  two  complete  copies  in  England. 

8274.  Were  these  works  considered  to  throw  considerable  light  upon  the 
philosophy  of  that  period  ? — Certainly  ; they  are  considered  as  important, 
because  their  author  was  one  of  the  greatest  philosophers  of  the  University  of 
Paris ; another  work,  which  is  contemplated  by  the  second  committee,  is  a 
collection  of  inedited  works  of  Roger  Bacon,  who  was  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
but  who  was  also  a very  distinguished  member  of  the  University,  and  whose 
works,  at  rather  a later  period,  had  as  much  influence,  or  perhaps  more,  than 
those  of  Abelard. 

8275.  Chairman .]  Is  not  the  whole  business  of  these  committees,  in  fact, 
under  the  immediate  and  vigilant  superintendence  of  Monsieur  Guizot  ?— It 
was  so  while  he  was  minister,  but  I am  not  quite  sure  how  far  the  present 
minister  personally  superintends  the  proceedings  of  the  committees. 

8276.  Do  you  not  think  that  much  of  the  advantage  of  the  work  of  these 
committees  is  derived  from  the  superintendence  of  so  great  an  historian  as 
Monsieur  Guizot  himself? — I think  probably  it  was,  in  some  degree;  particu- 
larly at  the  commencement. 

8277.  Mr.  Pusey.^\  Are  there  not  other  members  on  the  committee  whom 
you  would  suppose,  from  their  literary  reputation,  to  be  capable  of  carrying 
into  execution  the  operations  which  were  conceived  by  Monsieur  Guizot  ? — It 
is  a question  which  is  rather  difficult  to  answer ; I should  think  probably  there 
might  be  others  well  qualified  for  such  an  office,  but  Monsieur  Guizot  I think 
had  more  general  knowledge,  and  his  ideas  were  more  enlarged  than  those  of 
.most  of  his  contemporaries  in  France. 

8278.  Mr.  Halves Did  these  commissions  originate  with  Monsieur  Guizot 
— Entirely. 

8279.  Did  they  originate  with  him  before  or  after  he  was  a member  of  the 
government  ? — After  lie  was  a member  of  the  government. 

8280.  Mr.  Pusey^]  While  he  was  minister  of  public  instruction  ? — Yes. 
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Mercurii,  6°  die  Julii,  1836. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis. 

Mr.  Pusey. 

Mr.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn 

MR.  CHARLES  BULLER,  in  the  Chair. 


[ This  Evidence  was  not  received  for  Press  until  October  8,  1836.] 


The  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Littledale,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

8281.  Sir  R.  Inglis .]  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  erected  a 
general  repository  for  the  preservation  of  the  more  ancient  records  ? — Of  course 
the  records  must  be  kept  in  some  proper  and  safe  custody  ; but  my  own  notion 
would  be,  that  they  should  not  be  all  in  one  place.  My  reason  for  thinking  so 
is,  lest  by  the  accident  of  a fire  they  should  be  destroyed  all  at  once.  There  are 
now  a great  many  places  for  the  custody  of  the  records,  and  I do  not  see  why 
that  should  be  altered.  In  consequence  of  the  great  alterations  in  Westminster 
Hall  some  of  the  records  have  been  removed  to  other  places. 

8282.  In  the  question  which  was  addressed  to  you,  it  was  presumed  that  some 
legal  measures  would  be  necessary,  and  would  be  adopted,  to  give  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  records  so  removed  the  same  legal  value  as  if  they  were  exhibited  in 
Court  upon  the  traces  of  their  present  history.  With  that  explanation,  is  it  your 
opinion  the  legal  character  and  value  of  the  documents  being  assumed  to  be  the 
same,  whether  exhibited  from  the  general  repository,  or  exhibited  from  the 
respective  depositories  now  in  use,  that  the  custody  in  a general  building  would 
not  be  more  secure  than  the  custody  in  the  particular  building,  looking  at  the 
state  of  certain  of  those  buildings  in  different  parts  of  London  ? — I think  that  the 
records  ought  to  be  kept  in  a place  perfectly  secure,  and  if  the  places  where  they 
are  now  kept  are  not  secure  enough,  some  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  make 
them  more  secure.  For  instance,  in  the  Tower  of  London,  I do  not  know 
whether  they  are  in  safe  custody  or  not.  With  reference  to  Westminster  Hall, 
I suppose  that  those  which  are  kept  there  are  perfectly  secure.  There  are  some 
at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  by  the  alterations  now  making  at  the  Rolls  perhaps 
they  may  have  to  be  removed.  Some  of  the  records  of  the  King’s  Bench, 
I know,  in  consequence  of  some  part  of  Westminster  Hall  which  has  lately  been 
required  for  some  other  purpose,  have  been  obliged  to  be  removed  from  there; 
and  some  inconvenience  has  been  complained  of  by  one  of  the  public  officers, 
and  he  wishes  some  alteration  to  be  made.  The  Judges  of  the  King’s  Bench 
have  been  applied  to,  and  they  cannot  do  anything  without  an  application  to  the 
Treasury.  But,  as  a general  principle,  I should  say  it  would  be  better  that  the 
records  should  be  kept  in  different  places,  on  account  of  the  security. 

8283.  Chairman.']  Does  not  their  being  scattered  in  such  a quantity  of  dif- 
ferent places  render  it  much  more  likely  that  they  will  be  in  insecure  places. 
Is  it  as  easy  to  have  17  or  20  safe  buildings  as  one  ? — No.  Perhaps  there  is  a 
danger  on  the  other  hand,  on  account  of  the  liability  to  accident  in  every  one  of 
those  places.  Now,  if  you  have  several  places,  there  is  a chance  of  accidents 
happening  in  every  one  ; and  therefore,  perhaps,  in  the  end  it  may  come  to  the 
same  thing. 

8284.  Is  not  it  more  likely,  from  the  character  of  the  buildings,  each  not 
being  of  so  much  importance  as  the  one  general  one,  that  an  accident  would 
happen  in  the  particular  depositories  than  that  an  accident  would  happen  in  a 
general  one  ? — I do  not  know  ; there  is  this  to  be  said,  that  in'  one  single  build- 
Jng  you  have  persons  whose  entire  attention  is  particularly  drawn  to  it.  The  per- 
sons who  have  the  custody  of  the  records  now  have  other  things  to  attend  to. 

°-33-  4 y 3 8285.  You 


Sir  Charles  Lemon. 
Dr.  Bowring. 


Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Littledale. 
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8285.  You  might  make  one  single  building  fire-proof? — Yes. 

8286.  The  present  buildings  are  not  fire-proof,  nor  can  they  be  made  so  ?— 
Not  without  pulling  them  down. 

8287.  Some  of  those  are  parts  of  other  buildings,  such  as  the  Augmentation 
Office.  You  could  not  make  that  fire-proof  ? — No. 

8288.  That  you  have  a much  greater  chance  of  losing  the  records  in  the 
Augmentation  Office  by  fire  ? — Yes. 

8289.  When  you  use  the  word  “ security,”  are  not  you  thinking  only  of  such 
great  danger  of  fire,  but  taking  the  word  “ security”  to  mean  protection  from 
every  action  that  damages  the  integrity  or  the  existence  of  a record  at  the  pre- 
sent offices ; are  they  not  liable  to  much  greater  injury  from  damp,  from  dirt  and 
from  the  carelessness  of  the  keepers,  than  they  would  be  in  one  general  office? 
— I should  doubt  that,  because  the  records  in  the  office  which  I have  had  occa- 
sion to  examine  seem  to  me  to  be  regularly  kept.  I remember  we  went  through 
lines  where  they  were  in  different  alleys,  intersecting  one  another  ; and  those 
which  we  have  had  brought  into  Court  from  time  to  time  have  been  found  very 
perfect. 

8290.  Sir  R.  Inglis. ] To  what  date  of  the  records  do  you  refer  ? — I remem- 
ber one  which  I examined  a few  years  ago  in  the  King’s  Bench,  with  the  date 
of  Queen  Elizabeth.  I do  not  refer  to  any  older  than  that.  I am  not  quite 
certain  whether  there  was  not  one  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 

8291.  Chairman.]  You  spoke  of  the  records  in  the  stone  tower  in  Westminster 
Hall ; do  you  think  in  that  situation  that  they  are  safe,  and  not  liable  to  perish 
from  damp  and  other  causes  ? — In  the  room  I was  in  I think  not,  but  I cannot 
say.  Very  likely  if  a new  office  was  constructed,  such  care  we  exercise  that 
every  pains  would  be  taken  to  keep  them  from  damp  and  dirt  and  every- 
thing else. 

8292.  Supposing  that  difficulty  to  be  got  over,  would  not  the  convenience  to 
suitors  and  others  be  immense,  of  having  them  all  in  one  place  instead  of  having 
to  run  over  all  the  town  to  the  different  offices  ? — Certainly  the  conveniences 
would  be  great  of  having  them  all  in  one  place,  because  people  would  not  have 
to  go  to  the  Tower  and  to  the  Rolls  and  to  the  Chapter  House,  to  the  Arch- 
bishop’s Palace  and  to  various  other  places. 

8293.  For  instance,  in  legal  inquiries,  are  not  the  inquiries  which  are  made 
about  particular  property  exceedingly  large,  and  the  data  you  have  to  go  over 
extremely  vague.  You  want  to  know,  for  instance,  what  dealings  at  law  were 
had  with  any  estate,  having  a vague  notion  that  something  was  done  in  some 
court  of  law,  or  might  have,  been  done,  but  not  knowing  the  court  of  law. 
Now,  according  to  the  present  plan,  you  would  have  to  hunt  in  one  part  of  the 
Tower  for  what  was  done  in  the  Rolls,  and  in  another  part  for  what  was  done 
in  the  Exchequer,  and  another  in  the  Common  Pleas  or  King’s  Bench,  and  in 
several  others  for  what  was  done  in  the  old  courts,  such  as  the  Star  Chamber 
and  the  Court  of  Augmentation,  which  have  been  abolished.  Would  not  you 
get  over  a great  difficulty  in  that  respect  by  having  one  general  Record  Office? 
— I think  you  would  ; my  great  objection  is  what  I mentioned  ; but  on  further 
consideration,  perhaps  that  might  be  removed.  I do  not  like  them  all  to  be 
kept  in  one  place  : it  is  like  having  all  your  eggs  in  one  basket ; but  it  would 
certainly  be  more  convenient  to  have  them  all  in  one  place. 

8294.  Sir  R.  Inglis .]  You  are  probably  aware  that  one  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Select  Committee  on  Public  Records  in  1800,  a recommendation 
not  yet  executed  by  the  Record  Commission,  is  the  publication  of  an  accurate 
and  uniform  edition  of  the  ancient  law  books,  such  as  Bracton  and  Fleta.  Do 
you  or  do  you  not  think  that  the  publication  of  such  a work,  with  collations 
from  the  most  authentic  sources,  is  desirable  ? — I think  it  is  desirable,  perhaps, 
because  in  a great  nation  to  have  authentic  editions  of  those  things  is  right ; 
but  I do  not  think  it  would  be  of  much  practical  use.  Most  people  have  those 
books,  and  if  they  have  not  they  can  borrow  them  ; and  it  does  not  often  happen 
that  reference  is  necessary  to  be  made  to  them.  I do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
at  all ; but  if  it  is  conceived  desirable  in  a great  country  like  this  to  have  the 
ancient  law  books  in  good  editions,  and  handsomely  printed,  it  is  very  well ; but 
for  practical  utility  I cannot  say  that  it  is  of  any  importance ; because  if  they 
are  not  in  every  body’s  hands,  they  are  easily  accessible. 

8295.  Chairman.']  You  do  not  think  that  young  barristers  and  attorneys 
would  read  Bracton  in  consequence  of  its  being  published  in  that  manner  ?— 

No, 
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No,  I do  not  think  they  would  read  it;  and  if  they  want  it  they  can  easily 
borrow  it. 

8296.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  Another  recommendation  of  the  same  Committee, 
not  yet  adopted  by  the  Record  Commission,  was,  that  a complete  and  authentic 
edition  of  the  Year  Books  should  be  published,  including  in  such  edition  many 
which  are  inedited.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  think  that  such  an  undertaking 
would  be  serviceable  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  the  ancient  jurisprudence  of 
England  ? — With  reference  to  the  Year  Books  which  are  now  published, 
I should  give  the  same  answer  as  to  the  other  Vorks,  Bracton  and  Fleta  and 
Glanville,  that  they  are  not  often  resorted  to ; and  most  people  have  one  edition 
or  another  of  the  Year  Books  ; or  if  they  have  not  they  can  easily  borrow  them. 
They  are  not  often  resorted  to,  and  more  particularly  since  the  late  alterations 
of  the  law,  abolishing  so  many  things,  such  as  real  actions  and  limitation  of 
actions,  those  old  documents  are  less  likely  to  be  referred  to.  Therefore,  for 
practical  utility,  I do  not  see  the  use  of  it.  One  thing  to  be  considered  would 
be,  that  the  Year  Books  could  not  be  published  except  at  a very  considerable 
expense.  I do  not  think  any  body  would  buy  them,  because  you  can  now  get 
an  edition  of  the  Year  Books  at  a comparatively  small  price;  the  best  edition 
varies  from  five  to  ten  guineas,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  book  ; but 
you  could  not  publish  a new  edition  at  anything  like  ten  guineas,  without  any 
bookseller’s  profit. 

8297.  Chairman.']  Supposing  new  additional  volumes  were  published? — 
That  is  another  matter. 

8298.  If  there  was  no  great  practical  utility  in  publishing  those  volumes, 
would  it  not  be  a hardship  on  lawyers,  who  have  quite  enough  to  buy  already, 
to  have  this  additional  expense  ? — They  would  be  books  to  refer  to  rather  than 
to  read  ; nobody  would  take  them  up  to  read.  I do  not  think  they  would  be  of 
practical  utility.  Then  with  regard  to  the  unedited  ones,  certainly  if  there  is 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  would  convey  any  new  information,  it  might  be 
right  to  publish  them  ; but  unless  it  was  ascertained  that  they  did  contain  any- 
thing new,  I do  not  think  it  would  be  worth  while.  But  if  you  were  to  publish 
the  unedited  ones,  then  the  question  would  arise,  whether  you  had  not  better 
publish  the  whole  together ; because  otherwise  it  would  be  a kind  of  patched 
work.  I think  Mr.  Manning  has  in  hand  an  additional  volume  of  the  Year 
Books,  and  if  it  is  confined  to  a single  volume,  veiy  well ; but  if  you  have  half- 
a-dozen  new  volumes  you  might  as  well  have  the  whole  of  them. 

8299.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  the  editions  of  the 
Statutes  printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission? — Yes,  I know 
that  edition  very  well ; that,  I think,  is  worthy  publication,  because  the  Statutes 
of  the  realm  are  great  things ; not  like  Reports,  which  are  of  little  comparative 
value. 

8300.  Chairman.]  Were  there  not  many  repealed  Statutes,  and  altered  Sta- 
tutes, of  which  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  get  a copy  ? — Yes,  but  I would 
make  a remark  upon  that  publication  of  the  Statutes,  that  they  are  printed  upon 
enormously  large  paper,  and  extremely  inconvenient  for  anybody  to  have  in 
their  library.  It  is  an  immense  folio ; it  is  a great  deal  too  large  and 
cumbrous. 

8301.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  publication  of  an  authentic 
edition  of  the  Statutes  of  England  was  a legitimate  object  of  public  expenditure? 
— I do,  certainly. 

8302.  Do  you  think  that  a knowledge  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  and  of  the 
ancient  Welch  laws,  is  needful  for  the  perfect  understanding  of  the  history  of 
the  ancient  law  of  England? — I think  that  is  rather  a matter  of  antiquarian 
curiosity  and  historical  research  than  of  any  practical  utility. 

8303-  Chairman .]  You  do  not  think  that  the  Welch  laws  would  be  quoted  at 
the  Nisi  Prizes  sitting  ? — No,  nor  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws. 

8304.  Have  you  paid  such  attention  to  those  publications  which  have  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission  relating  to  the  value  of  ecclesias- 
tical property,  as  to  enable  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  your  opinion  as  to  the 
merit  of  the  selection  and  execution  of  those  works  respectively  ? — No,  I cannot 
say  that  I have ; I believe  many  of  them  are  of  considerable  use  in  investigating 
the  rights  of  parties  to  ecclesiastical  property ; but  I have  not  paid  sufficient 
attention  to  them  to  say  whether  they  are  generally  -useful. 

8305.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  usefulness  of  the  work  called  “ Valor 

4 y 4 Ecclesiasticus 
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Hon.  Ml  Ecclesiasticus  of  King  Henry  VIII.,”  as  printed  under  the  authority  of  the 
Justice  Littledak.  Record  Commission  in  the  investigation  of  tithe  causes?  I do  not  know  that 
particular  edition,  but  I know  it  is  a very  useful  book. 

6 July  183G  8306.  Chairman.']  You  mean  that  that  record  is  referred  to  ? — Yes,  and  there- 

fore I should  say  that  is  a work  very  proper  to  have  printed.  I think  the  Parlia- 
mentary Survey  would  be  a very  desirable  work  to  have  printed,  which  is  con- 
sidered of  more  authority  than  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

8307.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  Do  you  refer  to  the  Parliamentary  Survey  in  the 
library  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth  ? — Yes.  On  recollection, 

I am  not  certain  that  it  is  kept  in  the  library  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
at  Lambeth.  . 

8308.  Chairman.]  Is  that  very  frequently  used  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  considered  of 

great  authority.  . 

8309.  Sir  R.  Inglis.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  those  publications  that  have 

issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  and  which  are  called 
Calendars  ?— No,  I have  only  a general  knowledge  of  them.  I have  not  suffi- 
ciently attended  to  them.  . 

8310.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  constitution  ox  the  Board  of 
the  Record  Commission  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  to  this  Committee  as  to  the 
propriety  of  continuing  it  under  its  present  system,  or  of  substituting  for  it 
a Board  of  salaried  Commissioners  ? — I have  seen  the  names  of  those  who  con- 
stitute the  Record  Commission,  and  1 hear  occasionally  of  their  going  there. 
I do  not  know  particularly  what  they  direct  when  they  are  there,  but  I should 
say  a Board  of  that  kind  would  be  better  than  a Board  of  salaried  Commis- 
sioners. A. Board  of  salaried  Commissioners  must  necessarily  be  confined  to 
a few.  I think  it  is  desirable  to  have  a number  of  persons  upon  a Board  of  that 
kind. 

8311.  Do  you  think  that  a complete  publication  from  the  best  manuscripts, 

and  from  a collation  with  manuscripts  of  those  which  have  been  printed  of  the 
chronicles  and  ancient  histories  of  England  would  be  desirable  ? — I certainly 
think  it  would.  _ 

8312.  Are  you  aware  that  such  a publication  was  undertaken  by  the  Kings 
authority,  in  pursuance  of  an  address  from  the  House  of  Commons  ?■  I have 
heard  of  such  things,  but  I do  not  think  anything  has.  been  published  upon  it 
yet.  I should  not  say  that  it  would  be  worth  while  to  publish  the  more 
modern  ones  of  Hollinshed  and  Grafton,  but  the  more  ancient  ones  the 
Latin  ones. 

8313.  Have  you  paid  such  attention  to  the  subject  as  to  enable  you  to  give  to 
this' Committee  an  opinion  of  the  preference  due  rather  to  the  plan  of.  Dom 
Bouquet,  or  to  the  plan  of  Muratori  ?— No,  I have  not  sufficiently  considered 
that ; but  I must  own  that  I thought  it  would  be  better  to  publish  the  historians 
themselves,  and  not  to  publish  them  in  periods.  I believe  one  objection  made 
to  the  publication  of  the  historians  was,  that  there  was  a great  deal  of  repetition, 
and  that  you  might  have  the  same  things  over  again : and  so  you  might.  It 
occurs  to  me,  that  if  that  was  done  by  means  of  proper  indexes  and  references, 
you  might  have  all  the  advantage  of  the  periods,  because  you  might  have 
a schedule  or  index  to  denote  the  periods  in  each  author,  so  that  you  might  get 
the  advantage  of  the  period  from  the  year  900  to  1000  and  1100  by  references, 
without  difficulty. 
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QUESTIONS  submitted  to  Dr.  Lingard  and  Dr.  Southey , by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Public  Records. 

i DOES  it  appear  to  you  that  the  national  archives  contain  a fund  of  historical 
information  relating  to  the  institutions  and  public  transactions  of  the  realm,  and  applica- 
ble in  various  ways  to  almost  every  department  of  historical  research  ? 

o.  Is  not  this  information  at  present  shut  up  from  you,  and  from  others  who  may 
desire  to  use  it ; and  does  it  appear  to  you  that  it  can  be  fully  opened  by  any  other  means 
so  well  as  by  printing  the  documents  that  contain  it,  either  at  large  or  in  the  form  of 
abstracts,  according  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  each  ? 

o Do  the  publications  of  many  of  these  documents,  which  have  appeared  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  contain  much  valuable  information, 
to  which  scholars  had  no  access  before,  and  afford  a reasonable  hope  that  fresh  informa- 
tion, equally  valuable,  may  be  obtained  from  the  same  depositories  ? 

4*  Would  it  appear  to  you  that  the  advantages  of  the  publication  of  so  much  new 
historical  matter  are  so  great  that  it  is  desirable  to  devote  to  it  a portion  of  the  national 
funds,  it  being  understood  that  there  is  no  probability  of  the  publication  of  it  being  under- 
taken by  the  enterprize  of  private  persons  ? 

c What  are  the  obstacles  which  at  present  render  the  contents  of  our  record  offices 
less  available  than  might  be  desired?  Are  not  the  dispersion  and  inconvenient  structure 
of  the  offices,  the  want  of  arrangement,  the  want  of  sufficient  and  accurate  public  indexes, 
or  catalogues,  in  all,  and  the  fees  in  some,  the  principal  impediments  to  inquirers  ? 

6.  Have  not  the  catalogues  printed  and  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  espe- 
cially those  to  the  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum,  been  of  essential  service  to  you, 
and,  as  far  as  you  can  judge,  to  other  historical  inquirers  ? 

7.  Are  not  similar  catalogues  or  indexes  to  the  contents  of  our  record  offices  much 
wanted  ? 

8.  Does  it  not  appear  to  you,  with  regard  to  the  historical  information  contained  in 
the  unpublished  records,  particularly  that  which  throws  light  on  ancient  manners,  arts  and 
social  institutions,  scattered  over  so  large  a space,  and  interspersed  by  so  much  uninter- 
esting and  utterly  useless  matter,  that  to  print  and  publish  the  whole  would  be  undesi- 
rable°but  that  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  most  desirable,  by  less  expensive  means,  to 
render  that  information  accessible  to  those  who  might  require  it  ? 

9.  At  the  time  at  which  your  historical  works  were  first  composed  and  published  how 
long  had  the  Record  Commission  been  in  existence? 

10.  Did  you  make  any  use  of  any  of  its  works  except  the  catalogues  ? 

11.  Will  you  point  to  any  references  in  your  published  works  to  those  of  the  Record 
Commission,  specifying  those  quoted  by  you  ? 

12.  On  what  important  historical  event,  or  on  which  of  our  institutions,  or  on  what 
portion  of  our  manners,  have  you  derived  any  valuable  information  from  the  works  of  the 
Record  Commission,  which  could  not  have  been  as  readily  derived  from  works  previously 
in  existence  ? 

13.  /What  important  historical  doubt  has  been  cleared  up  by  these  publications? 

14.  Is  the  cost  of  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission  such  as  to  place  them  within 
the  reach  of  historical  inquirers? 

15.  Which  of  them  had  you  in  your  own  possession  before  a package  of  them  was  sent 
to  you  by  the  Commission  within  the  last  month? 

16.  Without  impugning  the  propriety  of  printing  some  records,  would  not  a great  deal  of 
the  more  curious  and  interesting  information  contained  in  some  of  those  still  unpublished 
have  been  in  all  probability  by  this  time  laid  open  to  the  public,  in  works  similar  to  those  of 
Sir  Henry  Ellis,  and  Van  Raumer’s  Letters  on  the  History  of  the  16th  and  17th  Cen- 
turies, had  the  contents  of  the  record  offices  been  rendered  properly  accessible  and 
available  ? 

17.  Would  not  such  selections  as  these  be  calculated  rather  to  amuse  the  general 
reader  than  to  relieve  the  historian  from  his  laborious  research  among  manuscript 
records  ? 

18.  But,  without  relieving  the  historian  from  any  necessary  labours,  would  not  such 
publications  be  useful  in  stimulating  the  public  curiosity,  and  directing  it  to  the  valuable 
information  contained  in  sources  hitherto  little  appreciated? 

19.  Are  there  any  suggestions  which  have  occurred  to  you  respecting  the  course  of 
proceeding  or  future  operations  of  the  Board  ? 
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Answers  to  Queries 
by  Dr.  Lingard. 


Dr.  Lingard’s  Answers. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Record  Commission. 

Sir. — I hasten  to  return  to  you  the  following  answers  to  the  questions  which  you  did 
me  the  honour  to  address  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Public  Records.  I am,  &c., 

Hornby,  10  July  1836.  (signed)  John  Limard. 


1.  In  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  national  archives  contain  a vast  fund 
of  information,  applicable  in  various  ways  to  almost  every  department  of  historical  inquiry 

2.  This  fund  is  at  present,  in  a great  measure,  closed  against  historical  inquirers;  nor 
can  I imagine  any  means  by  which  it  may  be  opened  to  them  so  fully  and  satisfactorily  as 
by  the  publication  of  the  documents  themselves,  either  at  large  or  in  the  form  of  abstracts 
as  their  nature  may  suggest. 

3.  As  the  documents  already  published  by  the  Record  Commission  contain  much 

valuable  information  to  which  literary  men  had  previously  no  access,  it  seems  fair  to  infer 
that  from  the  publication  of  the  documents  which  are  still  unedited  information  equally 
valuable  may  be  derived.  ^ 

4.  It  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  expected  that  any  individual  or  companj’  of  indi- 
viduals will  ever  undertake  such  publications  on  his  or  their  risk.  If  the.  documents  are 
to  be  printed  at  all,  it  must  be  at  the  public  cost.  Hence  it  appears  to  me  desirable  that 
some  portion  of  the  public  monies  should  be  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

5.  Impediments  are  at  present  placed  in  the  way  of  research,  by  the  dispersion  of  the 
public  offices,  by  their  inconvenient  structure,  by  want  of  arrangement,  by  the  absence  of 
copious  indexes,  and  in  some  instances,  perhaps,  by  the  exaction  of  fees.  I must,  how- 
ever, be  allowed  to  say,  that  from  the  officers  themselves  I have  always  met  with 
great  civility  and  attention. 

6.  7.  The  usefulness  of  the  catalogues  published  by  the  Record  Commission  shows,  in 
my  opinion,  that  similar  catalogues  ought  to  be  composed  for  all  the  record  offices. 

8.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  among  the  documents  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the 
arts,  the  manners,  and  the  social  institutions  of  our  ancestors,  will  be  found  a great  mass 
of  uninteresting  and  useless  matter.  To  publish  all  such  documents  without  discrimina- 
tion would,  therefore,  be  a waste  of  public  money.  I cannot,  however,  think  that  any  plan 
for  rendering  such  information  more  accessible,  if  it  exclude  the  publication  of  the  more 
interesting  documents,  would  satisfy  the  wants  of  literary  men.  Besides  facility  of  access, 
the  historical  inquirer  demands  time  and  opportunity  to  compare  documents  with  one 
another,  and  with  other  authorities,  to  examine  them  attentively,  and  to  draw  his 
inferences  from  them  at  leisure.  Now  this  he  may  do  in  his  own  library,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Record  publications  •,  but  he  cannot  do  it  whilst  he  is  inspecting  a document  in  a 
particular  office. 

9.  The  Record  Commission  was,  I believe,  established  in  1800.  The  manuscript  of  my 
work  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  publisher  in  1818.  The  more  early  parts  of  it,  to  which 
the  Record  publications  were  applicable,  were  composed  some  years  before. 

10.  I am  noi  aware  that  the  Commissioners  had  at  that  time  published  any 'other  works 
likely  to  be  serviceable  to  me,  with  the  exception  of  the  1st  and  2d  vol.  of  the  Statutes, 
and  the  additions  to  Domesday.  Three  of  these  were  published  in  1816:  none  of  them 
were  within  my  reach. 

11.  Of  course  I could  not  quote  them,  nor  refer  to  them.  It  will  be  found,  however, 
in  the  forthcoming  edition  of  my  work,  that  I have  made  great  use,  not  only  of  these, 
but  of  several  other  publications  by  the  Record  Commissioners. 

12.  I have  derived  much  valuable  information;  ist.  respecting  the  condition,  the  rents 
and  services  of  villeins,  from  the  Bolden  Book ; 2d.  respecting  the  inhabitants,  and  internal 
polity  of  cities  and  boroughs,  from  the  Winton  Domesday  ; 3d.  respecting  the  nature  of 
the  grievances  which  called  forth  the  resistance  of  the  barons  under  John,  from  the  Close 
and  Patent  Rolls,  in  the  reign  of  that  monarch;  4th.  respecting  Magna  Charta,  and  its 
repeated  publication,  from  the  1st  vol.  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Realm;  5th,  respecting  the 
domestic  habits  and  expenses  of  our  kings,  from  the  Mise  Rolls  of  John  and  Edward  2. 

33.  1st.  It  appears  to  me  that  several  doubts  respecting  the  ancient  rights  of  the 
baronage  and  the  constitution  of  Parliament  have  been  cleared  up  by  the  publication  of 
the  Parliamentary  Writs.  2d.  Much  light  has  been  thrown  on  the  formation,  the  duties, 
the  rights  of  the  Privy  Council,  by  the  “ Acts  of  the  Privy  Council.”  3.  The  doubt 
which  existed  respecting  the  renunciation  of  all  right  of  superiority  over  the  Scottish 
Crown  by  Edward  3,  in  1328,  has  been  done  away  by  the  documents  inserted  in  the  New 
Rymer.  4.  Innumerable  errors  in  the  ancient  annalists  may  be  corrected  by  reference  to 
the  original  instruments. 

34.  The  first  price  of  these  publications  placed  them  out  of  the  reach  of  most  historica 
inquirers : even  at  the  reduced  price  it  must  be  a hardship  to  many  to  have  to  purchase 
them  for  the  sake  of  occasional  reference. 

15.  I made  application  for  some  of  these  publications  about  the  end  of  April,  before 
I had  heard  of  the  investigation  which  was  then  going  on.  In  consequence,  the  last 
package  of  books  was  sent  to  me.  I was  previously  in' possession  of  the  Statutes  of  the 
Realm,  of  Domesday,  of  the  New  Rymer,  of  the  Rotuli  Scotim,  of  the  Abbreviatio  Pla- 
citorum,  and  of  two  volumes  of  the  Acts  of  the  Council.  These  I had  received  from 
the  Commissioners  : the  Parliamentary  Writs  I had  purchased. 

16.  I cannot 
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16.  I cannot  persuade  myself  that  works  similar  to  those  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis  and  Van 
Raumer,  supposing  such  to  be  published,  would  satisfactorily  supply  the  place  of  the 
Record  publications.  The  compiler  of  such  collections  caters,  not  for  the  information  of 
the  historian,  but  for  the  curiosity  of  the  public.  With  him  a principal  object  is  to 
secure  remuneration  for  himself  and  his  publisher.  He  has  little  inducement  to  seek. after 
documents,  which  cannot  be  found  without  laborious  or  expensive  research,  and  confines 
his  inquiries  to  those  only  that  are  likely  to  interest  and  gratify  a large  portion  of  readers. 

17.  Hence,  works  of  this  description  would  afford  only  partial  relief  to  the  historian  : 
he  would  still  have  to  search  on  many  points  for  original  documents.  Such  works 
would  undoubtedly  be  useful  as  far  as  they  may  go ; but  he  cannot  expect  to  be  relieved 
from  the  labour  of  personal  research  by  any  publications  but  such  as  those  of  the  Record 
Commission.  The  inconvenience  of  personal  research  I have  already  noticed  in  answer  8. 

18.  Such  publications  as  those  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis  and  Van  Raumer  may  certainly  have 
the  effect  of  directing  the  attention  of  the  public  mind  towards  the  valuable  documents 
contained  in  the  record  offices. 

19.  Perhaps  a saving  might  be  effected  in  the  future  publication  of  records,  if  all  such 
documents  as  appear  not  likely  to  prove  useful  were  rejected  at  once,  and  the  others  were 
to  be  divided  into  two  classes  ; 1st,  of  the  more  important,  to  be  published  at  length ; 2d, 
and  of  the  less  important,  to  be  published  in  the  way  of  abstracts. 

John  Lingard. 


— No.  3.  — 

Dr.  Southey’s  Answers. 

Sir,  Keswick,  14th  July  1836. 

IN  return  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  propounding  certain  questions  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Public  Records,  I beg  leave,  after  acknow- 
ledging the  honour  which  such  a reference  confers  upon  me,  to  state  with  respect  to  those 
questions  seriatim  as  follows : 

1.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  national  archives  must,  from  their  very  nature,  contain  a 
fund  of  historical  information  relating  to  the  institutions  and  public  transactions  of  the 
realm ; and  that  such  information  must  necesarily  be  applicable  to  almost  every  depart- 
ment of  historical  research. 

2.  This  information  I certainly  consider  to  be  shut  up  from  those  who  might  desire  to 
profit  by  it,  so  long  as  it  is  confined  to  those  archives.  Nor  can  any  means  for  rendering 
it  available  be  so  obvious,  or  so  certain,  as  that  of  printing  the  documents  which  contain  it, 
either  at  large  or  in  the  form  of  abstracts,  according  to  their  subject. 

3.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  publications  which  have  appeared  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Commissioners  contain  much  information  which  was  not  accessible  before,  and  conse- 
quently it  may  be  expected  that  much  more  might  be  obtained  from  the  same  depositories. 

4.  The  advantages  of  such  publications  appear  to  me  so  great,  as  to  render  it  desirable 
that  a portion  of  the  national  funds  should  be  allotted  for  them,  there  being  no  probability 
that  they  would  ever  be  undertaken  by  private  persons. 

5.  I beg  leave  to  reply  that,  owing;  to  my  residence  in  a remote  part  of  the  kingdom, 
my  habits  of  life,  my  ignorance  of  official  forms  and  rules,  and  my  non-intercourse  with 
official  persons  (except  as  private  friends,  in  a very  few  instances),  I am  unable  to  answer 
this  question. 

6.  The  catalogues  of  the  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum  have  been  essentially'  useful  to 
me,  and  must  be  so,  I conclude,  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  any  literary  or  historical 
researches. 

7.  Similar  catalogues,  or  indices  to  the  contents  of  our  record  offices,  could  not,  I 
presume,  but  be  eminently  useful. 

8.  To  print  and  publish  the  whole  of  those  records  which  throw  light  on  our  history  in 
all  its  ramifications,  would  require  an  outlay  too  great  to  be  hoped  for,  unless  it  were  con- 
tinued through  a long  series  of  years. 

9.  10,  11,  12.  I know  not  how  to  answer  these  questions  more  clearly  than  by  stating 
that  the  two  large  historical  books  which  I have  published  (Histories  of  Brazil  and  of  the 
Peninsular  War)  relate  to  subjects  on  which  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission 
could  supply  no  information  whatever;  that  in  my  Naval  History  and  Biography  I have 
derived  much  assistance  from  some  of  those  publications  (especially  from  the  Foadera  and 
the  State  Papers);  and  that  I have  made,  and  am  making,  great  use  of  them  in  preparing 
materials  for  works  which  are  at  this  time  in  progress. 

13.  This  question  I am  unable  to  answer. 

14.  ’Whether  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  are  of  prices  which  brings 
them  within  the  reach  of  historical  inquirers  depends  on  the  relative  circumstances  of 
such  inquirers.  If  the  cathedral  libraries  were  supplied  each  with  a set,  they  would  be 
within  reach  of  persons  who  are  likely  to  make  use  of  them,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  able 
to  afford  the  purchase. 

35.  The  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  which  I possess  at  present  (July  14th) 
are  as  follows : — The  Statutes  of  the  Realm  ; Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland,  first 
volume  wanting;  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  as  far  as  Vol.  3,  Part  I.;  Catalogue  of  the  Harleian 
MSS.;  Catalogue  of  the  Cottonian  MSS. ; Catalogue  of  the  Lansdown  MSS. ; Domesday 
Additamenta ; Domesday  Indices;  Placitorum  Abbreviatio,  Ric.  1,  Edw.  2;  Placita  de 
Quo  Warranto,  Edw.  1-3;  Parliamentary  Writs,  vol.  1 ; State  Papers,  vol.  1. 
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16.  More  use  undoubtedly  might  have  been  made  of  the  records  if  they  had  been  more 
easily  accessible. 

1 7.  Such  selections  as  those  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis  are  highly  serviceable  as  far  as  they  go  • 

but  they  serve  rather  to  show  than  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  farther  research.  ’ 

18.  Whether  they  tend  to  excite  such  research  is  a question  which  I cannot  answer. 

19.  Neither  can  I presume  to  offer  any  suggestions  respecting  the  future  operations  of 

the  Board.  ^ ^ ^ 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  ^ Robert  Smiley. 

Record  Commission.  3 
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STATEMENT  respecting  the  Distribution  of  the  Works  published  by  the  Record 
Commission. 

From  the  year  1800,  when  the  first  Commission  issued,  to  1810,  the  number  of  copies 
printed  of  every  work  was  1,500.  A copy  of  each  work  was  presented  to  each  Member 
of  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  to  various  libraries  and  deposits  of  records  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  also  to  the  Commissioners,  the  Secretary  and  the  Sub-com- 
missioners. . .....  „ 

In  August  1810,  the  Parliamentary  distribution  was  discontinued,  in  consequence  of  an 
order  from  the  Treasury.  In  that  order  it  was  further  directed,  that  of  all  works  published 
by  the  Commission,  after  reserving  200  for  public  distribution,  the  surplus  copies  should  be 
sold  in  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commission.  At  that  period  it  was  determined 
that  the  number  of  copies  printed  should  not  exceed  1,000.  Of  the  statutes,  it  may  be 
observed,  only  500  copies  were  printed  ; and  this  was  the  number  of  copies  also  of  the  new 
edition  of  the  Fcedera,  when  the  publication  of  that  work  was,  at  a subsequent  period, 
determined  on.  . . 

The  200  copies  reserved  for  public  distribution  under  the  treasury  order  were,  in  1022, 
appropriated  thus : 

His  Majesty’s  Library  ------ 

State  Paper-office  -------- 

Parliament-office,  House  of  Lords  - 
Paper-office,  House  of  Commons  - 

Chapter  House,  Westminster  ------ 

Record-office,  Tower  - --  --  --  - 

Rolls  Chapel  

British  Museum  - --  --  --  -- 

Library  of  the  Inner  Temple  ------- 

Middle  Temple  ------ 

Lincoln’s  Inn  ------- 

Gray’s  Inn  ------- 

Library  of  Doctors’  Commons  ------- 

Sion  College  ---------- 

Royal  Society  - --  --  ___ 

Society  of  Antiquaries  - --  --  --  - 

Royal  Institution  - --  --  --  -- 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  -----  - - 

Duchy  of  Cornwall  - - --  --  --  - 

College  of  Arms  - --  --  --  -- 

King’s  Remembrancer’s-office  ------- 

Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s-office  - 
Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands,  Woods  and  Forests  - 
Auditors  of  the  Laud  Revenue  - - - 

First  Fruits’-office  --------- 

Augmentation-office  - --  --  --  - 

Town  Clerk’s-office,  City  of  London  ------ 

Episcopal  Libraries  - - - - - - - 5 

Cathedral  Libraries  --------26 

Libraries  of  Collegiate  Churches  -----  3 

Library  of  Winchester  College  ------  -l 

Eton  College  _ - - - - - - 1 

Cheetham  College,  Manchester  - - - 1 

Libraries  in  the  University  of  Oxford  - - - 

Cambridge  - 

Libraries  at  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  St.  Andrew’s  and  Glasgow 
Libraries  at  Dublin,  and  at  the  Cathedrals  of  Armagh,  Waterford 
and  Ossory  ------  --- 

Total  - - - 


37 
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This  constituted  the  whole  of  the  established  and  regular  public  distribution  in  1822, 
'recording  to  the  Return  then  made  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  remaining 
78  copies  were  reserved  for  the  Commissioners,  the  Secretary  of  the  Sub-commission,  per- 
sons in  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners,  or  aiding  in  the  prosecution  of  their  under- 
taking, particular  officers  and  offices  to  whose  business  the  particular  publication  may 
specially  relate,  and  for  the  future  Commissioners  and  Sub-commissioners  upon  their 
respective  appointments. 

An  account  was  at  the  same  time  (12th  February  1822)  rendered  to  the  House  of  all 
sums  of  money  which  had  been  received  for  copies  sold  since  the  date  of  the  Treasury  order 
of  August  1810.  The  whole  amount  was  3,354 1.  gs.  6d.;  whereupon  the  House,  on 
7th  March  1822,  resolved. 

That  the  sales  of  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission  from  the  com- 
mencement of  discontinuance  of  distribution  of  such  works  to  the  Members  of  this 
House,  under  the  Treasury  minute  of  1810,  have  produced  no  more  than  the  sum  of 
3>354  2.  9».  6 d.,  being  an  annual  produce  of  not  quite  300/.,  during  a period  of  nearly 
12  years,  subject  to  deductions  for  charges  of  sale ; and 
That  the  object  of  public  utility  will  be  better  consulted  by  reverting  to  the  former 
usage  of  distribution  of  such  works  as  are  particularly  connected  with  the  laws  and 
constitution,  rather  than  by  the  application  of  any  sums  of  such  small  amount  in 
diminution  of  the  expenses  attending  on  the  publication  thereof. 

These  resolutions  were  referred  to  a Select  Committee,  who  in  their  Report,  dated  29th 
March  1822,  state  the  impossibility  of  presenting  to  each  Member  of  the  House  a copy  of 
.the  Statutes,  without  having  a reprint  of  the  work,  but  submit  to  the  House, 

That  it  would  be  expedient  that  the  distribution  of  the  works  should  be  further 
extended,  by  granting  them  in  deposit  to  such  libraries  established  in  the  cities  and 
large  towns  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  the  Commissioners  may  think  most  likely  to 
preserve  them,  and  render  them  usefully  accessible  to  the  public ; and 
That  this  grant  might  properly  be  guarded  by  an  inscription  in  the  volumes,  im- 
porting that  they  are  given  in  trust  for  the  public;  that  in  the  event  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  establishment  they  are  to  be  returned  to  the  Home  Secretary  of  State’s  Office ; 
and  that  while  in  the  possession  of  the  grantees  they  are  to  be  accessible  without  dif- 
ficulty to  any. 


The  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  were  adopled  by  the  House  and  by  the 
Commissioners;  and  when  a Return  of  the  distribution  was  made,  on  1st  July  1825,  the 
following  libraries  are  found  added  to  the  original  list : 


Bristol  Library  Society. 

Liverpool  Royal  Institution. 

London  Institution. 

Dr.  Williams’  Library,  Red  Cross-street. 
Exeter  Institution. 

Reading  Institution. 

Cork  Royal  Institution. 

Portico  Library,  Manchester. 

Public  Library,  Norwich. 

Irish  Office,  London. 

Somerset  and  Taunton  Institution. 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society, Newet 


Sheffield  Subscription  Library. 

York  Subscription  Library. 

Birmingham  Public  Library. 

Cupar,  Fife,  Public  Library. 

Bath  Institution. 

Subscription  Library,  Coventry. 

East  India  College,  Hertford. 

Yarmouth  Public  Library. 

Leeds  Subscription  Library. 
Kingston-upon-Hull  Subscription  Library. 
Montrose  Public  Library. 


In  all  23,  which,  added  to  122,  makes  the  total  number  of  deposits  up  to  July  1825,  145. 


In  a similar  Return,  dated  17  April  1828,  it  is  found  that  the  two  following  libraries 
had  been  added  to  the  list : 

The  library  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  and  the  Shrewsbury  School 
library. 

When,  in  March  1831,  the  present  Commissioners  entered  on  their  labours,  they  found 
that  the  distribution  was  made  according  to  the  list  of  1828,  with  the  addition  of  seven 
foreign  libraries,  to  which  sets  had  recently  been  sent,  and  of  seven  other  libraries  or  places 
of  deposit  at  home,  which  had  either  been  admitted  upon  the  list,  or  whose  applications 
were  then  under  consideration.  The  total  number  was  161. 

In  England,  the  distribution  extended  to  125  sets.  But  of  those  74  were  in  three 
localities,  namely,  London  and  the  two  Universities ; 35  in  cathedrals  or  episcopal  libraries, 
or  libraries  of  ancient  foundation,  governed  by  particular  statutes,  which  precluded  that  easy 
public  access  which  is  so  essential  to  the  utility  of  those  works.  Only  16  had  been  placed 
in  libraries  in  the  country  towns,  which  were  founded  by  voluntary  associations,  and  where 
the  access  was  at  all  times  easy  and  convenient. 

In  Wales,  the  only  sets  were  those  which  had  been  placed  in  the  four  cathedral  libraries. 

To  Scotland,  11  sets  were  sent,  viz.,  five  to  Edinburgh,  four  to  the  libraries  of  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  Glasgow  and  St.  Andrew’s,  and  two  to  the  subscription  libraries 
at  Cupar  and  Montrose. 

The  number  of  sets  transmitted  to  Ireland  was  14,  of  these  10  were  placed  in  various 
0.33.  4 z 3 libraries 


Appendix  (6.) 
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Appendix  (B.)  libraries  at  Dublin.  The  cathedral  libraries  of  Armagh,  Ossory  and  Waterford  had  each 
one,  and  one  set  was  placed  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Institution  at  Cork. 

No.  1.  The  distribution  abroad  was  confined  to  seven  sets,  two  to  His  Majesty’s  library  at  Hanover, 

Distribution  of  an(j  the  library  of  the  university  at  Gottingen.  The  other  five  were  sent  to  Berlin,  Berne, 
Works  published  by  Copenhagen,  Frankfort  and  Paris.  None  had  been  sent  to  the  United  States  of  America’, 
tho  Commission.  qp|ie  co]onjes  anc]  British  dependencies  had  not  been  included  in  the  distribution. 

— It  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  that  by  such  a distribution  the  recommendation  of  the 

Select  Committee  of  1822  was  but  imperfectly  carried  out,  and  it  was  immediately  resolved 
that,  where  the  stock  of  works  on  hand  enabled  them  to  do  so,  a much  more  extensive 
scheme  of  distribution  should  be  adopted.  Taking  in  the  basis  of  the  new  system  the 
spirit  of  the  recommendation  to  which  reference  has  just  been  made,  that  the  point  of 
utility  was  that  at  which  it  was  proper  to  aim  in  the  distribution  of  their  works,  and 
regarding  this  as  being  the  object  contemplated  by  His  Majesty  and  by  Parliament  in 
di renting0 that  these  records  should  be  printed,  they  have  encouraged  applications  from  all 
parts  of  the  empire,  and  have  even  in  some  instances  sought  out  places  of  convenient 
deposit  in  parts  of  the  empire  from  which  no  direct  applications  had  been  made. 

The  Commissioners  have  not,  however,  extended  their  home  distribution  without 
reference  to  another  principle,  which  may  be  said  to  be  embodied  in  the  second  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee.  Where  the  works  have  not  been  placed  in  deposits 
which  are  connected  with  the  civil  polity  of  the  country,  or  in  libraries  of  chartered  socie- 
ties, or  in  other  libraries  for  which  perpetuity  is  secured  by  the  foundation,  but  in  libraries 
collected  by  voluntary  associations,  whether  under  the  name  of  institutions  or  the  humbler 
name  of  subscription  libraries,  they  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  that  there  was  a rea- 
sonable probability  that  such  associations  would  be  permanent.  The  tests  by  which  they 
have  in  this  respect  been  guided,  have  been  the  existence  ofi  buildings  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  the  library,  the  amount  of  subscriptions  for  the  formation  or  support  of  it, 
and  the  regular  attendance  of  a librarian.  But  they  have  also  adopted  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Select  Committee,  by  a notice  impressed  upon  each  work,  that  it  is  to  be 
returned  to  the  Home  Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  in  the  event  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
society.  They  have  also  required  from  such  societies  as  these  that  access  shall  be  allowed 
to  all  persons  who  may  wish  to  consult  them  for  literary  or  legal  purposes,  whether  mem- 
bers of  the  association  or  not. 

To  what  extent  this  has  been  done,  the  schedules  annexed  will  show.  On  the  whole, 
the  Commission  of  March  1831  has,  up  to  31st  December  1835,  added  226  deposits  to  the 
154  which  they  found  on  the  home  distribution  list,  making  a total  of  380  deposits  of 
those  works  in  the  British  isles. 

They  have  also  acted  upon  a principle  sanctioned  by  the  former  Commissions  from  the 
beginning,  that  the  point  of  utility  might  be  in  some  instances  well  secured  Dy  placing 
copies  of  particular  works  in  the  libraries  of  individuals  engaged  in  researches  requiring 
constant  or  frequent  reference  to  them.  This  they  have  done,  sometimes  in  the  way  of 
loan  and  sometimes  by  gift. 

It  was  also  very  early  suggested  to  the  present  Commission,  that  it  was  expedient  to 
introduce  upon  the  distribution  list  some  of  the  British  colonies  or  dependencies,  for  the 
convenience  oflegal  and  literary  persons  residing  in  them,  and  to  foster  an  attachment  to 
the  mother  or  the  protecting  country,  by  being  a constant  memorial  amongst  them  of  its 
early  greatness  and  its  ancient  glories.  It  will  be  seen  in  schedule  (C),  that  19  sets  have 
been  thus  distributed;  viz.,  two  to  the  Channel  Islands,  three  to  Gibraltar,  Malta  and  the 
Ionian  Islands,  five  to  the  North  American  Colonies,  eight  to  the  several  Presidencies  of 
India,  and  one  set  to  Australia. 

A limited  foreign  distribution  had  been  introduced  into  the  operations  of  the  former 
Commission.  The  Commissioners  of  March  1831  determined  upon  a great  extension  of 
this  distribution,  seeing  in  it  an  easy  mode  of  cultivating  a friendly  understanding  with  an 
influential  class  of  persons,  and  of  producing  a friendly  correspondence  among  the  learned 
in  different  countries  engaged  in  the  more  profound  researches  into  the  history  of  Modern 
Europe,  and  they  received  for  this  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty’s  Government.  Many  sets 
have  been  transmitted  to  libraries  in  the  United  States  of  America,  where  they  are  valued, 
not  only  as  a pledge  of  a friendly  disposition,  but  as  containing  the  best  information  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  institutions  or  usages  which  are  common  to  them  and  to  the  mother 
country.  The  countries  abroad  to  which  the  works  have  been  sent  will  be  seen  in 
Schedule  (D).  The  Commissioners  have  had  reason  to  know  that  their  liberality  has  been 
justly  appreciated,  and  it  has  produced  in  one  or  two  instances  the  reciprocation  of  similar 
civilities. 

The  total  number  of  sets  distributed,  according  to  the  list  made  up  to  3lst  December 
1835,  is  511 5 but  these  sets  are  not  in  all  cases  complete  sets  of  the  Record  publications; 
of  the  statutes,  for  instance,  and  the  Fcedera,  only  500  copies  were  printed.  These  have 
been  given  only  where  there  appeared  to  be  a peculiar  propriety  in  including  them  in  the 
new  grants.  Of  the  publications  of  the  present  Commission  the  number  of  copies  printed 
has  seldom  exceeded  500,  and  sometimes  fallen  below  that  number.  Of  these,  therefore, 
the  distribution  has  not  been  made  with  the  same  liberality.  They  have  not  been  presented 
even  to  all  the  libraries  which  were  in  the  original  distribution  list,  it  having  appeared  to 
the  Commission  that  the  purpose  of  utility  would  be  secured,  in  respect  to  the  universities, 
by  placing  sets  in  the  public  libraries  and  in  the  libraries  of  a few  of  the  colleges,  and  that 
a diminution  might,  without  injury,  take  place  in  the  list  of  libraries  and  offices  in  London 
to  which  the  works  of  the  Commission  had  usually  been  sent. 

ANALYSIS 
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ANALYSIS  of  the  Distribution  List,  as  made  up  to  31st  December  1835. 
.Schedule  (A). 

Total  distribution  by -the  old  Commission  ------  161 

Added  by  the  existing  Commission  - 7 35° 

Total  distribution  - - - 511 


Schedule  (B). 


Old  Commission. 

1 New  Commission. 

TOTAL. 

■ • 

The  Home  distribution  - - - - 1 

154 

226 

380 

The  Colonial  distribution  - 

19 

59 

The  Foreign  distribution  - - - - 

7 

105 

112 

Total  - 

161 

350 

5U 

Appendix  (B.) 
No.  1. 

Distribution  of 
Works  published  by 
the  Commission. 


Schedule  (C). 

The  Colonial  Distribution. 

The  Channel  Islands 
The  Mediterranean,  8tc.  - 
The  North  American  Colonies 
India  - - - - 

Australia  - - - 

Total  - - - 19 


Schedule  (D). 

The  Foreign  Distribution. 


Germany  and  the  Prussian  Dominions 

France  - - - 

Italy  ------ 

Mgium  - 

Switzerland  ------ 

Portugal  ------ 

Hungary  ----- 

Sweden  ------ 

Prussia  ------ 

Denmark  - - - - 

America,  the  United  States 

Total  - 


Old  Commission.  New  Commissi 


34 

3 

4 
4 
3 
3 


Schedule  (E). 

The  Home  Distribution. 


Old  Commission. 

New  Commission,  j 

TOTAL. 

England  - 

125 

139 

0 

Wales  - - - - - - _ ' 

4 

8 

12 

Scotland 

11 

46 

57 

Ireland  ------ 

H 

33 

47 

Total  - - - 

5 54 

226 

380 

0-33*  " 4 z 4 Schedule  (F.) 
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Appendix  (B,)  Schedule  (F.) 

Classification  of  Libraries  and  other  Depositories  in  the  Home  Distribution. 

Distribution  of  The  King’s  Library - - - , 

Works  published  by  T,je  Ljbjary  0f  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  --------  J 

the  Commission.  _ 1 

Cathedral  Libraries  - ^ 

Episcopal  Libraries  - --  --  --  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 5 

Libraries  of  Collegiate  Churches  - - - - - - - - - - o 

The  Libraries  of  Universities  - - - - - - - - - _,g 

The  Libraries  of  Colleges  (not  in  Universities)  -------  .7 

The  Libraries  of  Grammar-schools  - --  --  --  --  g 

The  Library  of  the  London  University  ----------  * 

Libraries  in  Parish  Churches  -----------  2 

Libraries  attached  to  Ecclesiastical  Courts  --------  2 

Libraries  of  the  Inns  of  Court  -_----  - - -.--7 

Libraries  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  - - - - - - - - 2 

The  Library  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  1 

Record  Offices  - - - - - - - - “ “ - - 17 

Public  Offices  - ^ 

Libraries  of  Chartered  Societies  connected  with  Literature  - - - - - 7 

Libraries  of  other  Chartered  Societies  - --  --  --  --  4 

Libraries  of  Law  Associations  - --  --  - - - - - 7 

Libraries  founded  by  individuals  - --  --  - - - - - 8 

Libraries  founded  by  Private  Associations  - - - - - - - -140 

Municipal  or  County  Offices  -------  * - - 77 

Total  - - - 380 


Schedule  (G.) 

Classification  of  Libraries  and  other  Depositories  in  the  English  Distribution. 


The  King’s  Library  ------- 

The  Cathedra!  Libraries 

Episcopal  Libraries  ------- 

Libraries  of  Collegiate  Churches  - ~ ' 

The  Universities  : Oxford,  23  ; Cambridge,  18  ; Durham,  1 

The  Libraries  of  Colleges,  not  in  Universities  - 

The  Libraries  of  Grammar-schools  - 

The  Library  of  the  London  University  - 

Libraries  in  Parish  Churches  (Marlow  and  Wisbeach) 

Libraries  attached  to  Ecclesiastical  Courts  - 

Libraries  of  the  Inns  of  Court  ----- 

Libraries  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  - 

The  Library  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  - 
Record  Offices  - --  --  --  - 

Public  Offices  - - - - " 

Libraries  of  Chartered  Societies  connected  with  Literature 
Libraries  of  other  Chartered  Societies  _--- 
Libraries  of  Law  Associations  _ 

Libraries  founded  by  individuals  - - 

Libraries  founded  by  Private  Associations  - 
Municipal  or  County  Offices  - 


22 

3 

42 

6 

3 

2 

2 

4 
2 


- 12 

- 4 

- 5 

- 4 

..  4 

- 6 

- 96 

- 39 

Total  - - - 264 


Schedule  (H.) 

Classification  of  Libraries  and  other  Depositories  in  the  Welsh  Distiibution. 

The  Cathedral  Libraries  - --  --  --  --  - 

The  Library  of  St.  David’s  College,  Lampeter ; 

Libraries  founded  by  Private  Associations  ------ 

Municipal  or  County  Offices  - --  --  --  --  ' 

Total  - - - 


Schedule  (I.) 

Classification  of  Libraries  and  other  Depositiories  in  the  Scottish  Distribution. 

University  Libraries  - - - - - “ , ” “ . “ 

Libraries  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  and  the  Writers  of  the  Signet,  Edinburgh. 
Record  Offices 

The  Library  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  737 

Libraries  of  Law  Associations  -----  3 

Gray’s  Library,  Haddington  - - - - - - - - - -1 

Libraries  founded  by  Private  Associations  --------27 

Municipal  or  County  Offices  ----------  *5 

Total  - - - 57 


Schedule  (K.) 


Classification  of  Libraries  and  other  Depositories  in  the  Irish  Distribution. 

The  Library  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  -------- 

Cathedral  Libraries  

The  Library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin  - --  --  --  - 

The  Library  of  the  Hon.  Society  of  King’s  Inns,  Dublin  ------- 

Record  Offices  - ------ 

Ordnance  Survey  Office  ---------- 

Library  of  the  Royal  Irish  Office  - --  --  --  - 

The  Library  of  Steven’s  Hospital  - - - --  --  -- 

Libraries  founded  by  Private  Associations  ------- 

Municipal  or  County  Offices  - ------ 


•5 

x 

1 

3 


15 

18 


Total  - - - - 47 


Schedule  (L.) 


The  English  Distribution  in  respect  of  Counties,  with  the  Population  of  each  County, 
according  to  the  Census  of  1831. 


COUNTY. 

Population.  | 

Distri- 

bution. 

COUNTY. 

Population. 

Distri- 

bution. 

Bedford  - - - - j 

95»483 

2 

Norfolk  - 

6 

Berks  - 

145.389 

3 

Northampton  - 

179,336 

Bucks  - 

146,529 

3 

Northumberland 

222,912 

Cambridge  (*)  - 

H3.955 

3 

Nottingham  - 

225,327 

Chester  - 

334,391 

4 

Oxford  (‘)  ... 

152,156 

19,385 

Cornwall  - 

300,938 

5 

Rutland  - 

O 

Cumberland  - 

169,681 

4 

Salop  - 

222,938 

Derby  ...  - 

237,170 

494,478 

2 

Somerset  - 

404,200 

5 

Devon  - 

7 

Southampton  - 

314,280 

Dorset  - 

159,252 

1 3 

Stafford  - 

410,512 

296,317 

8 

Durham  - 

253,910 

! 5 

Suffolk 

3 

Essex  - 

317,507 

2 

Surrey  - 

486,334 

Gloucester  ... 

387,019 

7 

Sussex  - 

272,340 

Hereford  - 

111,211 

2 

Warwick  - 

6 

Hertford  - 

143,341 

4 

Westmorland  - 

0 

Huntingdon  - 

53,192 

2 

Wilts  - 

240,156 

5 

Kent  - 

Worcester  - 

Lancaster  - 

1,336,854 

16 

York,  viz.  East  Riding 

168,891 

2 

Leicester  - 

197,003 

1 ' 

— City  and  Ainsty 

2 

Lincoln  - 

317,465 

6 j 

— North  Riding  - 

190,756 

Middlesex  - 

Monmouth  - 

1,358,330 

98,130 

49  : 
1 

— West  Riding 

976,350 
Total  - 

12 

223 

(')  University  not  included. 


Schedule  (M.) 

Places  in  the  English  Distribution,  arranged  in  Counties. 

- Bedford,  the  Level. 

- Reading,  Sandhurst. 

- Eton,  Marlowe,  Wycombe. 

- Cambridge,  Ely,  Wisbeach. 

- Chester,  Macclesfield,  Stockport. 

- Falmouth,  Liskeard,  Penryn,  Penzance,  Truro. 

- Carlisle,  Cockermouth,  Rose-Castle. 

- Derby.' 

5 a Devon 


Bedford  - 
Berks 
Bucks 
Cambridge 
Chester  - 
Cornwall 
Cumberland  - 
Derby 
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Appendix  (B.)  Devon 

Dorset  - 

tv  * -w'  1-  f Durham  - 

Distribution  of 
Works  published  by  ®SSEX 
the  Commission.  Gloucester 

— Hereford 

Hertford 
Huntingdon  - 
Kent 

Lancaster 

Leicester 
Lincoln  - 
Middlesex 
Monmouth 
Norfolk  - 
Northampton  - 
Northumberland 
Nottingham  - 
Oxford  - 
Rutland  - 
Salop 
Somerset - 
Southampton  - 
Stafford  - 
Suffolk  - 
Surrey  - 
Sussex 
Warwick- 

W ESTMORLAND  - 

Wilts 
Worcester 
York,  viz. 


- Devonport,  Exeter,  Honiton,  Plymouth,  Tavistock,  Totness. 

- Bridport,  Dorchester,  Weymouth. 

- Durham,  Bishop’s  Auckland,  Sunderland. 

- Harwich,  Maldon.  . 

- Bristol,  Cirencester,  Gloucester,  Stroud. 

- Hereford 

- Hertford,  Royston,  St.  Albans. 

- Godmanchester,  Huntingdon. 

- Canterbury,  Chatham,  Maidstone,  Rochester. 

- Blackburn,  Bolton,  Bury,  Lancaster,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Preston,  Roch- 

dale, Warrington,  Wigan. 

- Leicester. 

- Boston,  Grantham,  Lincoln,  Stamford. 

- Fulham,  Harrow,  London,  Westminster. 

- Usk. 

- Lynn,  Norwich,  Thetford,  Yarmouth. 

- Northampton,  Peterborough. 

- Alnwick,  Berwick,  Morpeth,  Newcastle. 

- Newark,  Nottingham,  Retford,  Southwell. 

- Henly,  Oxford. 

- Bridgenortli,  Shrewsbury,  Wenlock. 

- Bath,  Bridgewater,  Frome,  Taunton,  Wells. 

- Newport,  Portsmouth,  Southampton,  Winchester. 

- Burslem,  Handley,  Lichfield,  Newcastle,  Stoke,  Walsal,  Wolverhampton. 

- Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Ipswich,  Sudbury. 

- Guildford,  Lambeth,  Southwark. 

- Brighton,  Chichester,  Lewes. 

- Birmingham,  Coventry,  Rugby,  Tamworth,  Warwick. 


Chippenham,  Cricklade,  Marlborough,  Salisbury. 

Evesham,  Hartlebury,  Kidderminster,  Worcester. 

The  East  Riding : Beverley,  Hull. 

City  and  Ainsty:  York. 

The  North  Riding : Richmond,  Scarborough,  Whitby. 

The  West  Riding:  Bradford,  Doncaster,  Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Knaresborough, 
Leeds,  Pontefract,  Ripon,  Rotherham,  Sheffield,  Wakefield. 


Schedule  (N.) 

Places  in  the  Home  Distribution  to  which  more  than  One  Set  have  been  sent. 


Aberdeen 
Ayr  - 
Birmingham  - 
Boston 
Bristol 

Cambridge  - 
Canterbury  - 
Carlisle 
Chester 
Chichester  - 
Derby  - 
Dublin 
Dumfries 
Durham 
Edinburgh  - 
Ely  - 
Exeter 
Glasgow 
Gloucester  - 
Haddington  - 
Hereford 
Hertford 


3 Kirkcudbright 

2 Lichfield  - 

2 Lincoln  - 

2 Linlithgow  - 

2 Liverpool  - - - 

18  London  - 

2 Manchester  - 

2 Newcastle-upon-Tyne  - 

2 Norwich  - 

2 Oxford  - 

2 Paisley  - 

13  Peterborough 

2 Reading  - 

2 Ripon  - 

8 Salisbury  - - - 

2 Shrewsbury  - 

2 Sunderland  - 

3 Waterford  - 

3 Winchester  - 

2 Worcester  - 

2 York  - 

2 


3 

25 

3 

2 

2 


2 
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STATEMENT  on  the  subject  of  a General  Record  Office. 

Appendix  (B.) 

The  convenience,  not  to  say  the  necessity,  of  having  ready  access  to  the  Records  of  for-  ' 

jjjer  proceedings,  for  the  officers  of  any  public  courts,  would  naturally  lead  to  the  establish-  No.  2. 
inent  of  places  of  deposit  for  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rooms  in  which  such  courts  were  General  Record 
ordinarily  held.  We  therefore  commonly  find  that  the  Records  of  proceedings  in  the  Office. 

baronial  courts,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  were  deposited  in  buildings  generally  within  the  — 

walls  of  the  castles  in  which  the  courts  were  held,  or  in  apartments  of  the  castle  itself.  The 
same  thing  is  found  in  respect  of  the  Records  of  the  English  sovereignty.  After  the  Con- 
quest, and  probably  long  before,  the  Curia  Regis  was  held  ordinarily  in  the  King’s  Palace  at 
Westminster.  There  tne  Conqueror  established  his  Court  of  Exchequer ; and  we  accord- 
ingly find  that  the  earliest  and  most  august  depository  of  the  National  Records  was  the 
Kino’s  Palace  at  Westminster,  in  and  about  which  many  apartments  have  been  devoted  to 
this  purpose  from  the  earliest  periods  down  to  our  own  time. 

There  are  no  means  of  determining  at  what  time  any  Records  were  first  deposited  in  the 
Tower  of  London.  But  that  there  were  Records  in  the  Tower  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  IL  is  evident  by  a writ  upon  the  Close  Rolls,  addressed  to  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, by  which  the  King  commands  them  to  employ  a competent  number  of  able  clerks 
to  superintend,  arrange,  and  methodize  the  Rolls  Book  and  Memoranda  of  the  times  of  his 
progenitors,  then  in  his  Treasury  [at  Westminster]  and  in  the  Tower  of  London,  touching 
his  Exchequer,  which  he  states  were  not  then  so  properly  arranged  for  his  and  the  public 
weal  as  they  ought  to  be/'  This  writ  was  dated  at  Westminster  on  7th  August,  in  the  14th 
year  of  his  reign ; add  in  the  1 6th  year  of  his  reign  he  issued  a Record  writ,  which  is  also 
found  in  the  Close  Rolls,  directing  that  calendars  should  be  made  of  the  bulls,  charters, 
writings  and  memoranda  in  those  depositories.  The  Tower  must  from  the  beginning  have 
presented  various  apartments  which  admitted  of  being  appropriated  to  this  purpose  ; and 
there  was  the  additional  advantage  of  its  being  a fortress  and  capable  of  defence,  thus  afford- 
ing security  to  documents  of  so  important  a character,  which  the  Palace  at  Westminster  did 
not  possess.  The  almost  total  wreck  and  loss  of  our  national  Records  before  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  is  perhaps  best  explained  by  reference  to  the  contests  of  the  rival  parties  in  the 
reign  of  Stephen. 

The  general  principle  on  which  the  division  of  Records  between  Westminster  and  the 
Tower  seems  to  have  been  settled,  was,  that  the  Records  of  Chancery  were  placed  in  the 
Tower,  while  those  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Courts  of  King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas 
remained  at  Westminster. 


It  is  in  the  nature  of  Records  to  be  in  a state  of  continual  accrescence,  and  consequently 
to  be  for  ever  outgrowing  the  repositories  that  may  be  provided  for  them.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  it  was  found  necessary,  or  at  least  expedient,  to  add  a third  depository  to  the 
two  great  depositories  already  existing.  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  III.  a church  had  been 
erected  for  the  especial  use  of  Jews  who  should  embrace  the  Christian  religion,  with  houses 
around  it  for  their  residence.  The  name  of  the  establishment  was  the  Domus  Convercorum 
Judmorum.  But  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  Jews  being  banished  from  England,  the 
Domus  Convercorum  became  nearly  useless,  and  it  was  soon  dissolved.  In  the  51st  year 
of  King  Edward  III.  the  sites,  with  the  church  and  all  the  other  buildings  thereon,  were 
granted  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  as  a place  of  residence  for  him,  and  a place  in  which  to 
deposit  the  Records  that  were  under  his  care.  This  great  depository  of  Chancery  Records 
is  what  is  now  called  the  Rolls  or  the  Rolls  Chapel. 

As  the  mass  of  Records  continued  to  increase,  it  became  necessary  to  seek  out  other 
places  of  deposit.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  some  of  the  choicest  of  the  national  Records  are 
found  to  have  been  in  the  Chapter  House  of  the  Conventual  Church  of  Westminster,  and  in 
a portion  of  the  adjoining  cloisters ; and  that  large  edifice  became  by  degrees  filled  with 
the  overflowing  of  the  ancient  depositories  in  the  Palace  of  Westminster.  One  of  the  chapels 
of  the  Temple  Church  was  also  seized  upon  as  a place  of  deposit  for  a large  mass  of  the 
Pedis  Finium,  where  they  remained  till,  under  the  direction  of  the  Record  Commission,  they 
were  added  to  other  documents  of  the  same  class  at  the  Chapter  House. 

Farther  relief  to  the  great  depositories  was  obtained  by  the  severence  of  certain  branches 
of  the  Exchequer.  When  particular  officers  were  appointed  for  any  particular  service  and 
places  assigned  them  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  provision  was  made,  as  well  as  cir- 
cumstances admitted,  for  the  deposit  of  the  Records  belonging  to  that  particular  depart- 
ment in  or  near  the  building  appropriated  to  it.  Hence  it  is  that  most  of  the  deposits  arose 
which  are  found  about  the  Inns  of  Court  and  Somerset  House. 

As  it  is  not  intended  to  give  more  than  an  outline  of  the  distribution  of  the  Records  of 
the  Realm,  we  pass  over  the  various  deposits  of  the  Records  of  proceedings  in  the  various 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  and  in  other  Courts  which  are  not  branches  of  the  Four  Great  Courts, 
as  well  as  every  Court  of  which  the  Records  are  not  preserved  in  deposits  in  London  or 
TV  estminster.  It  is  indeed  the  Records  of  the  Four  Courts  alone  for  which  it  has  been  in 
contemplation  to  provide  one  general  place  of  deposit. 
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The  inconvenience  of  having  the  Records,  to  which  access  is  so  frequently  necessary,  in 
so  many  different  deposits,  is  felt  in  two  ways  : First,  the  loss  of  time  in  going  on  a search 
from  one  office  to  another,  from  the  Tower  (for  instance)  to  the  Chapter  House,  or  the  Aug- 
mentation Office  at  Westminster ; and  secondly,  the  difficulty  of  knowing  to  which  office  to 
have  recourse  for  any  particular  document,  and,  as  a consequence  of  this,  the  loss  of  time 
and  increase  of  expense  which  attend  searches.  Both  these  inconveniences,  however,  admit 
of  being  much  reduced.  No  one,  it  is  presumed,  would  think  of  undertaking  a search  who 
had  not  previously  made  himself  acquainted,  more  or  less,  with  the  species  of  document  to 
be  found  in  each  particular  office.  He  would  not  (for  instance)  go  to  the  Exchequer  Offices 
for  documents  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  to  the  Rolls  for  Chancery  proceed- 
ings before  the  reign  of  Richard  III.  If  his  inquiry  respected  monastic  property  which 
was  given  to  the  Crown  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  he  would  not  think  of  going  anywhere 
but  to  the  Augmentation  Office,  in  the  first  instance  at  least.  If  he  was  inquiring  for  an 
early  fine,  he  would  go  at  once  to  the  Chapter  House.  Not  that  the  Records  have  been 
in  all  instances  kept  thus  distinct,  so  that  each  office  has  Records  of  a particular  class  and 
no  other.  In  the  long  tract  of  time  it  may  well  be  supposed  that  some  irregularities  have 
been  introduced ; and  single  documents  are  sometimes  found  in  certain  offices,  the  great 
mass  of  documents  of  that  description  being  in  another  depository.  Knowledge  of  this  kind 
is  not  to  be  obtained  without  some  close  attention  to  the  subject.  To  the  persons  whose 
profession  it  is  to  make  searches  in  the  Record,  these  irregularities  (which  after  all  are  not 
very  great)  are  well  known;  and  the  Appendixes  to  the  Report  on  the  Public  Records  of 
1800  contain  a vast  body  of  information  on  this  head,  of  which  any  person  who  pleases  may 
avail  himself;  and  much  additional  information  of  the  same  kind  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Report  which  the  existing  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  are 
about  to  make  to  His  Majesty. 

But  there  are  circumstances  connected  with  the  dispersion  of  the  Records,  and  the 
nature  of  their  present  deposits,  of  much  greater  moment  than  the  mere  loss  of  time,  and 
the  increase  of  expense  to  persons  who  may  have  occasion  to  make  searches  in  them.  In 
such  a multitude  of  places  of  deposit,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  all  will  be  equally  secure 
from  danger  by  fire,  that  all  will  be  equally  free  from  damp,  and  that  the  various  presses 
and  repositories  will  be  equally  suited  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  constructed.  With 
such  a variety  of  keepers,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  will  be  equally  vigilant  to  prevent 
mischief,  and  all  equally  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  treasures  committed  to  their  keeping. 
With  a constant  increase  of  the  documents,  while  the  places  themselves  remain  the  same, 
it  is  manifest  that  in  many  of  the  depositories  great  inconvenience  must  in  time  be  found, 
both  to  the  officers  themselves,  and  to  the  public  who  may  have  occasion  to  resort  to  them ; 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  documents  of  great  curiosity  and  historical  interest  have  been  usurped 
upon  by  documents  of  a more  recent  date  and  greater  practical  value,  till  they  have  been 
buried  and  lost  to  the  public.  Again,  places  ill  adapted  to  receive  such  frail  and  perishable 
articles  must  sometimes  be  their  deposits,  out  of  the  mere  necessity  of  depositing  them 
somewhere,  and  no  other  suitable  place  being  to  be  found.  Thus  no  person  would  have 
thought  of  depositing  a portion  of  the  Records  which  were  in  the  custody  of  the  late  clerk 
of  the  Pipe  in  the  vaults  at  Somerset  House,  if  a more  suitable  place  could  have  been 
found ; and  no  one  could  forsee  that  that  place  of  deposit  would  have  been  rendered  less 
suitable  in  a few  years  by  the  erection  of  King’s  College  on  a site  adjoining.  In  general, 
on  the  present  plan,  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is,  first,  danger  of  destruction  by  fire,  and 
secondly,  danger  of  that  slower  process  of  destruction  which  is  the  result  of  being  com- 
pelled to  have  resort  to  places  which  are  not  free  from  damp,  or  even  vermin,  where  there 
are  not  means  of  adequate  protection  from  dust,  and  where  there  is  also  greater  danger  of 
small  portions  being  lost,  in  consequence  of  their  being  placed  in  unsuitable  or  crowded 
presses. 

Even  the  largest  and  most  important  depositories  are,  at  present,  exposed  to  hazard 
from  fire.  An  explosion  of  the  gunpowder  in  the  fortress  of  the  Tower  would  reduce  the 
whole  edifice  to  a ruin,  and  destroy  every  atom  of  record.  The  Rolls  is  surrounded  at 
present  by  ordinary  dwelling-houses,  in  which  a fire  might  at  any  time  happen.  The 
Heralds’  College  and  Doctors’  Commons,  containing  some  of  the  most  important  Records 
of  the  country,  are  notoriously  in  one  of  the  most  crowded  localities  of  the  metropolis. 
The  Chapter  House  is  connected  with  the  kitchens  of  one  of  the  adjoining  houses.  All  those 
edifices  were  erected  long  before  there  was  any  idea  of  constructing  buildings  that  should 
be  fire-proof.  But  even  the  Augmentation  Office,  where  there  is  very  little  wood-work  in 
the  construction  of  the  building,  but  all  is  as  far  as  possible  of  stone  and  iron,  was  lately 
exposed  to  imminent  danger  of  destruction,  with  the  Records  deposited  in  it,  when  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 

The  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Record  Commissions,  and  of  other  persons  interested 
in  this  subject,  has  been  turned  from  time  to  time  on  the  circumstances  above  noticed,  and 
to  the  consideration  of  the  best  means  by  which  a remedy  might  be  provided.  But  what 
gave  a more  definite  and  distinct  character  to  the  consideration,  were  the  circumstances  in 
which  a great  mass  of  Exchequer  and  Common  Pleas  Records  has  been  ever  since  the  year 
1822.  This  great  mass  of  documents  was  ejected  from  the  ancient  depositories  which  it 
had  so  long  occupied  in  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  when  the  new  courts  of  justice  were 
erected  on  the  west  side  of  Westminster  Hall.  No  receptacle  had  been  provided  for  them; 
in  fact,  none  that  was  suitable  could  then  be  found.  As  the  only  resource,  a long  wooden  shed 
was  constructed  in  the  Hall,  and  in  this  the  Records  were  placed.  It  was  obviously  only  a 
temporary  expedient ; but  there  they  lay,  year  after  year,  in  a state  of  the  utmost  confusion, 

exposed 
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exposed  to  pillage,  shut  up  from  all  access,  and  (as  it  at  length  appeared)  suffering  from  Appendix  (B.) 

the  depredation  of  vermin,  and  in  part  from  dampness  and  the  fermentative  process.  The  — 

removal  to  this  shed,  it  may  also  be  added,  had  been  conducted  in  the  most  careless  2> 

manner.  On  the  coronation  of  His  present  Majesty,  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  general  Kecora 

cWl.  and  the  Records  within  it.  Still  no  suitable  or  convenient  place  had  been  provided  ,ce' 

for  them;  but  as  a second  temporary  expedient,  they  were  transferred  to  certain  rooms  in  the 

King’s  Mews.  While  there,  all  was  done  that  could  be  done  for  their  better  arrangement 

and  security.  The  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  obtained  leave  to  arrange,  cleanse 

and  repair  them.  Then  it  was  that  the  injury,  which  they  had  sustained  while  in  the  shed, 

was  first  fully  manifested.  But  the  Mews  was  an  inconvenient  place  for  such  operations, 

and  altogether  unsuitable  as  a place  of  deposit  for  Records.  In  a short  time,  moreover,  it 

was  wanted  for  other  purposes.  It  had  been  decided  that  the  National  Gallery  should  be 

erected  upon  the  site.  Again,  therefore,  the  Records  were  to  be  removed  : some  were  taken 

back  to  Westminster,  and  placed  in  rooms  adjoining  to  the  Augmentation  Office  ; but  the 

larger  mass  was  taken  to  the  only  vacant  place  which  could  be  found,  the  Riding  House  of 

the  late  Carlton  Palace,  where  they  now  remain. 

In  the  fate  of  these  Records  there  was  enough  to  call  for  the  most  serious  attention  of 
the  Commissioners  to  the  proper  and  the  best  remedy  for  evils  which  were  thus  made 
evident.  In  addition  to  the  great  mischief  which  attended  these  frequent  removals,  and  to 
the  placing  of  these  documents  in  buildings  obviously  unsuited  for  them,  was  the  large 
expense  incurred  in  providing  a succession  of  temporary  deposits,  an  expense,  which  (it 
has  been  alleged)  has  almost  equalled  what  would  have  been  the  expense  of  erecting  a 
suitable  edifice  for  them,  when  first  they  were  ejected  from  their  ancient  and  prescriptive 
repositories,  and  in  which  other  houseless  or  ill-accommodated  Records  might  have  found  a 
secure  and  convenient  resting  place.  It  was  manifest  that  something  must  be  done ; and 
the  question  soon  assumed  this  form,  Whether  it  would  be  more  expedient  to  erect  a build- 
ing for  the  reception  of  the  Records  of  this  branch  of  the  Exchequer,  and  of  the  Common 
Pleas  Records,  which  were  in  the  same  state  of  adversity,  (supposing,  which  seemed  to  be 
the  case,  that  there  was  no  building  to  be  found  except  it  were  a private  house  to  deposit 
them,)  or  to  raise  a more  spacious  edifice,  constructed  purposely  with  a view  to  its  being, 
now  and  in  all  time  to  come,  the  repository  of  the  whole,  or  of  great  portion,  of  the 
National  Records.  . 

It  has  appeared  to  Commission,  that  the  only  adequate  remedy  to  some  of  the  incon- 
veniences which  attend  the  present  plan,  is  the  erection  of  one  other,  or  of  several  other 
places  of  deposit.  It  is  in  vain  to  complain  of  the  unsuitableness  of  any  particular  deposi 
tory,  unless  it  can  be  shown,  either  that  the  depository  is  more  unsuitable  than  it  might  be 
made,  or  that  there  is  some  other  place  of  deposit  to  which  the  Records  in  it  might  be 
removed.  On  the  whole,  the  feeling  has  been  strong,  that  the  time  was  come  when  it  was 
requisite  to  provide  some  new  and  extensive  repository  in  which  might  be  collected  the 
great  mass  of  the  National  Records,  with  provision  for  that  accrescence  which  is  constantly 


The  subject  was  not,  however,  one  which  merely  engaged  a certain  amount  of  attention 
and  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners ; but,  strongly  impressed  as  they 
became  with  the  importance  of  it,  and  the  necessity  of  some  immediate  steps  being 
taken,  they  determined  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  His  Majesty’s  Government. 
As  early  as  1831,  Sir  John  Leach,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  had  formed  a scheme  for  en- 
larging the  depository  at  the  Rolls,  by  surrendering  the  Master’s  house  to  form  an  additional 
place  of  deposit,  not  only  for  the  overflowings  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  but  for  the  King’s 
Bench  Records  at  Westminster,  and  for.  those  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  which  were  in  the 
vault  at  Somerset  House.  This  scheme  in  a short  time  expanded  into  a scheme  for  the 
erection  of  a General  Record  Office.  The  Master  was  willing  to  resign  his  interest  in  the 
whole  Rolls’  estate.  A.  space  of  ground  of  more  than  two  acres,  lying  between  Chancery- 
ane  and  Petter-lane,  would  be  thus  obtained,  which  it  was  thought  would  afford  ample 
space  for  the  erection  of  a detached  edifice,  and  at  the  same  time,  according  to  the  design, 
a suit  of  chambers  for  the  Judges.  The  situation  appeared  admirably  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose,  being  central  to. the  population  of  the  metropolis,  and  close  to  the  various  Inns  of 
Court.  Not  less  important,  perhaps,  is  its  proximity  to  the  newly  erected  Law  Institution, 
a place  of  frequent  resort  to  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession. 

A survey  of  the  ground,  with  reference  to  this  purpose,  was  made  by  Mr.  Deering,  an  archi- 
tect of  eminence,  whose  plans  and  estimate  were  laid  before  the  Board  by  the  late  Lord 
Dover,  one  of  the  Commissioners.  Doubts  had  been  suggested  whether  the  edifice  which 
was  contemplated  could  contain  the  great  mass  of  the  national  Records.  Mr.  Deering  laid 
before  the  Board  an  actual  admeasurement  of  the  superficial  area  of  the  Records  at  the 
Tower,  the  Chapter  House,  the  King’s  Mews  and  other  depositories  ; and  showed  that  the 
space  in  the  proposed  edifice  would  be  sufficient  for  the  whole,  and  one  half  more. 

It  is  not,  however,  intended  here  to  enter  into  the  details  of  Mr.  Beering’s  plan,  farther 
than  to  show  that,  however  any  one  may  be  impressed  with  the  apparent  magnitude  of  the 
mass  of  National  Records,  as  he  surveys  them  in  the  Chapter  House,  the  Rolls  Chapel  or 
the  Tower,  yet  that  a building  might  easily  be  erected  on  the  site  proposed  which  should 
contain  them  all,  with  provision  for  their  increase  during  two  or  three  centuries,  and  in  which 
they  might  be  deposited  in  a manner  far  more  easily  accessible  than  in  the  places  in  which 
they  now  are.  . , 

It  was  proposed  that  the  expense  of  the  building  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Suitors 
Fund. 
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When  the  scheme  had  thus  far  proceeded,  it  was  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government,  and  was  favourably  entertained.  In  a representation  to  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury, drawn  up  by  Mr.  Protheroe  in  April  1833,  “The  Commissioners  beg  to  call  their 
Lordships’  attention  to  a project  which  they  have  under  their  consideration,  of  erecting  a 
General  Depository  of  Records  on  the  Rolls’  Estate,  with  money  derived  from  the  Suitors’ 
Fund.  The  plan  has  the  advantage  of  being  unaccompanied  by  any  demand  of  public 
money,  or  any  application  for  a site  on  Crown  Land.” 

On  the  25th  of  January  1834,  a letter,  addressed  by  the  Honourable  James  Stewart  from 
the  Treasury  to  the  Commissioners,  was  laid  before  the  Board ; in  which  he  states,  “ and  I 
am  to  acquaint  you  farther,  in  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  in  your  representation  on  the 
subject  of  the  Rolls’  Estate,  that  any  feasible  plan  which  you  can  suggest  for  erectino-  a 
General  Depository  of  Records,  without  expense  to  the  public,  must  meet  with  the  entire 
concurrence  of  this  Board.” 

Wherefore  a Bill  was  drawn,  intituled,  “ An  Act  for  empowering  the  Commissioners  of 
His  Majesty’s  Woods,  Forests,  Land  Revenues,  Works  and  Buildings,  to  erect  a General 
Record  Office ; and  to  empower  the  Society  of  Judges  and  Sergeants-at-Law  to  build  new 
Chambers  for  the  Judges,  and  for  other  purposes.”  This  Bill  was  approved  of  and  settled 
by  Sir  John  Leach  ; and  Lord  Duncannon,  then  Chief  Commissioner  of  Land  Revenue,  gave 
notice  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  should,  on  the  11th  of  July  1834,  move  for  leave 
to  bring  it  in.  His  Lordship  being  about  that  time  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  the  farther  proceeding  in  this  matter  was  postponed  to  the  ensuing 
Session  of  Parliament. 

The  decease  of  Sir  John  Leach,  in  the  summer  1834,  was  another  interruption  to  the  pro- 
gress of  this  business  : and  on  the  18th  of  March  1835,  W.  G.  Adam,  esq..  Accountant- 
general  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  addressed  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission, inclosing  a statement  of  the  present  amount  of  the  Suitors’  Fund,  its  income,  and 
the  charges  upon  it,  and  protesting  against  any  part  of  the  Suitors’  Fund  being  made  appli- 
cable to  the  expense  of  erecting  a General  Record  Office. 

Whether  that  is  the  proper  fund  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  the  proposed  improvement 
ought  to  be  defrayed,  the  Commissioners  have  not  felt  themselves  called  upon,  nor  been  in 
a condition  absolutely  to  determine.  It  appeared  to  them  that,  as  so  large  a portion  of  the 
Records  for  which  a convenient  repository  was  to  be  provided  was  Records  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  there  could  be  no  great  impropriety  in  applying  to  the  surplus  income  of  the  fund 
belonging  to  the  suitors  in  that  Court.  But  all  which  they  did  was,  to  suggest  this  to  His 
Majesty’s  Government,  and  to  embody  it  in  the  Bill;  leaving  the  whole  subject,  and  this 
part  in  particular,  to  be  dealt  with  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  might  seem  meet. 

The  two  Lords  who  since  the  death  of  Sir  John  Leach  have  held  the  office  of  Master  of 
the  Rolls  have  shown  themselves  not  indisposed  to  carry  into  effect  the  design  of  their 
predecessor. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  particular  measure,  and  whatever  opinion  may  ulti-  ' 
mately  be  formed  on  any  part  of  the  details,  should  the  scheme  in  its  present  form  be  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament,  the  Commissioners  will  still  remain  impressed  with  a sense  of  the 
necessity  of  providing  some  new  and  extensive  repository,  as  the  only  adequate  remedy  for 
many  existing  evils. 

They  see  in  it  the  only  means  of  remedying  the  inconvenience  of  which  so  much  com- 
plaint is  made,  of  the  want  of  knowing  where  searches  for  particular  documents  are  to  be 
made  with  the  best  chance  of  finding  them,  and  the  necessity  of  going  in  many  instances 
from  office  to  office  situated  remote  from  each  other. 

They  see  in  it  the  best  means  of  providing  for  a better  arrangement  of  the  Records,  and 
consequently  that  the  contents  of  the  offices  shall  be  more  completely  known  than  is  (in 
some  instances)  at  present  the  case  to  those  persons  who  have  the  care  of  them,  and  on 
whose  knowledge  those  who  have  occasion  to  search  in  them  must  chiefly  depend,  when 
they  desire  to  know  whether  a particular  document  is  or  is  not  on  record. 

They  see  in  it  the  best,  and  they  believe  at  last  the  cheapest,  mode  of  providing  for  the 
preservation  and  security  of  the  existing  Records,  as  well  as  for  the  reception  of  those  which 
are  being  daily  created  and  added  to  the  ever-accumulating  mass,  both  as  respects  their 
general  preservation  when  contemplated  as  masses,  and  the  preservation  of  particular  docu- 
ments which,  from  their  position  in  the  present  depositories,  may  be  more  exposed  to  danger 
than  others. 

It  also  appears  to  them,  that  such  an  entire  revolution  in  the  system  of  Record  keeping 
as  this  scheme  would  occasion  would  be  most  favourable  to  the  introduction  of  many  bene- 
ficial, if  not  necessary  reforms,  in  respect  of  the  hours  of  attendance,  the  facilities  of  access, 
the  business  of  making  calendars  and  indexes,  and  the  general  management. 

They  further  contemplate  in  it,  and  for  this  object  provision  was  made  in  the  Bill,  a very 
considerable  saving  to  the  public  in  the  amount  of  salaries  paid  to  various  keepers  and 
clerks  in  the  present  repositories,  together  with  a great  reduction  in  the  fees  which  at 
present  the  keepers  of  those  repositories  are  authorized  to  demand. 

They  also  submit,  that  the  present  is  not  a question  between  Movement  and  Inaction,  for 
that  in  respect  of  certain  of  the  Records  something  must  be  done  for  their  better  preserva- 
tion and  more  convenient  use,  if  it  is  intended  that  they  shall  continue  to  be  used,  and  if  it 
is  thought  important  to  hand  down  the  memorials  of  the  proceedings  of  the  past  for  the 
information  of  future  generations. 
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Mk.  COOPER’S  STATEMENT  concerning  the  “ School  of  Transcribers.” 

My  design  of  establishing  a School  of  Transcribers  of  Records  was  publicly  intimated  in 
my  Preface  to  the  “ Account  of  the  most  Important  Public  Records,”  published  in  1832  ; 
wherein,  after  showing  the  usefulness  and  economy  of  making  faithful  transcripts  of  Records 
which  could  not  well  be  printed,  I proposed  that,  “ In  order  to  insure  a succession  of  skilful 
transcribers,  a school  should  be  established  for  teaching  young  men  the  languages  and  the 
characters  in  which  our  ancient  rolls  are  written,  who  should  be  employed  as  copyists  in  the 
offices,  and  should  eventually  be  promoted  to  the  situation  of  clerks,  deputy-keepers,  &c.  as 
vacancies  might  occur.”  In  a note  to  the  same  passage,  the  Ecole  des  Chartes,  which  was 
founded  at  Paris  in  1821,  by  an  ordinance  of  Louis  18,  was  mentioned  as  the  prototype 
of  the  design ; and  farther  particulars  of  that  foreign  institution  were  promised  as  forth- 
coming in  a preface,  designed  to  be  prefixed  to  the  catalogue  of  such  part  of  the  French 
Archives  as  relates  to  Great  Britain,  the  future  publication  of  which  was  there  announced. 

It  was  in  the  summer  of  1834  that  Mr.  Black  removed  from  Oxford  to  London,  and  was 
directed  to  employ  himself  (among  other  things)  in  forming  a chronological  catalogue  of 
Rymer’s  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.  On  the  transcription  of  those  MSS.  I had  then  set 
some  of  the  young  men  who  were  employed  by  the  Board;  namely,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Wylde 
and  Mr.  Nelson.  The  superintendence  of  the  young  men  so  engaged  was  committed  by  me 
to  Mr.  Black,  with  instructions  to  fill  up  the  number  to  six  or  seven.  Mr.  Bond,  who  had 
been  longest  employed  there,  and  whose  acquirements  were  understood  to  be  considerable, 
was  then  removed  to  the  Tower  (to  transcribe  Records  of  a more  difficult  nature).  Mr. 
Wylde  was  so  irregular,  and  so  much  absent,  that  he  was  discharged  in  or  before  September 
in  that  year.  To  Mr.  Nelson  were  added  Mr.  Birch,  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Hertslet,  about 
the  end  of  August  1834  ; and  in  September  Mr.  Hornby  was  also  engaged.  He  worked  at 
Mr.  Black’s  house  and  under  his  eye,  but  continued  only  six  months.  By  the  desire  of  one 
of  the  Commissioners  Mr.  Emperor  was  taken  into  this  school,  in  January  1835,  who  left  in 
the  following  December  for  a different  employment ; and  by  the  recommendation  of  another 
Commissioner  Mr.  Slack  was  employed  at  my  chambers  in  New  Boswell-court,  partly 
under  my  direction,  and  partly  under  Mr.  Black’s,  as  a plain  copyist  for  the  Board  : the 
latter  continued  but  very  few  months,  and  then  suddenly  left  his  work.  At  Midsummer 
1835  Mr.  Noakes  was  engaged  as  one  of  these  pupils  : he  has  chiefly  been  occupied  at  Mr. 
Black’s  house,  and  his  is  the  last  name  to  be  reported. 

Ten  young  men  have  therefore  been  in  this  school ; but,  beside  the  others  whose  dis- 
continuance has  been  mentioned,  Mr.  Birch  having  gone  to  more  difficult  work  at  the 
Tower,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  September  last,  Mr.  Black  has  only  four  at 
present  in  his  establishment,  namely,  Nelson,  Green,  Hertslet  and  Noakes,  who  are  very 
steady,  teachable,  and  well-conducted  young  men.  They  have  been  engaged  at  the  small 
salary  of  40 1.  a year,  on  the  express  understanding  that  they  were  rather  pupils  than 
clerks,  (yet  in  fact  they  are  the  latter  as  to  their  occupation)  and  must  hope  for  increase 
of  income  in  proportion  to  their  advancement  in  knowledge  and  skill  in  Records.  Though 
the  principal  work  on  which  they  are  employed  is  the  transcription  of  Rymer’s  MSS.,  than 
vvhich  it  is  impossible  to  select  an  occupation  more  useful  to  the  Board,  and  at  the  same 
time  instructive  to  themselves,  being  less  difficult  than  the  handwriting  of  the  original 
Records,  yet  they  have  by  no  means  been  confined  to  this  task.  The  transcription  of  ori- 
ginal charters  and  other  documents,  making  extracts  from  MSS.,  copying  for  the  press  or 
other  business,  perusing  MSS.  and  Records  for  various  researches  so  far  as  could  be  in- 
trusted to  them,  perusing  lists  or  indexes  of  various  articles  for  like  purposes,  and  framing 
catalogues  and  calendars  of  Records,  have  been  among  their  various  employments,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  degrees  of  learning  and  skill.  Among  these  works  may  be  ex- 
pressly mentioned,  a Calendar  of  three  bundles  of  original  Signet-Bills  of  Charles  I.,  in  the 
Chapter  House,  w'hich  was  wanted  on  one  occasion  ; and  a Calendar  of  Records  contained 
m eight  very  large  volumes  among  the  Ilarleian  MSS.  which  consist  of  15  King’s  Bills  of 
Charles  I.,  37  Signet-Bills  of  Charles  II.,  and  780  Signet-Bills  of  Queen  Anne ; all  which  are 
originals,  and  of  which  no  other  calendar,  catalogue  or  index,  is  in  existence  beside  this, 
of  which  a copy  is  designed  to  be  placed  in  the  British  Museum. 

By  reason  of  the  instructions  which  Mr.  Black  originally  received  from  me  he  has 
thought  it  his  duty  to  use  all  proper  means  of  instructing  these  young  men  in  the  business 
for  which  they  were  destined,  and  he  has  done  so  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  his  other  duties, 
and  often  at  their  leisure  hours  when  they  have  called  at  his  house.  They  have  shown 
great  diligence  in  improving  themselves  and  each  other  in  the  knowledge  of  the  hand- 
writing, language  and  purport  of  Records,  and  in  the  method  of  ascertaining  or  reducing 
dates.  But  the  principal  means  of  instruction  which  Mr.  Black  designed,  that  of  giving 
familiar  lectures  in  paleography  and  diplomatics,  he  has  never  yet  had  leisure  enough  to 
bestow  on  them.  A selection  of  fac-similes  was  also  designed  to  be  made  for  the  use  of 
such  pupils  ; but  as  yet  there  have  been  selected  only  the  12  plates  of  writing  anterior  to 
the  Norman  Conquest,  and  of  Irish  hands,  which  are  given  in  the  supplement  to  Appen- 
dix^.); and  they  have  scarcely  attempted  the  tracing  of  fac-similes  yet.  The  regular 
organization  and  instruction  of  this  class  of  pupils  were  certainly  among  the  objects 
contemplated  in  the  formation  of  the  library  of  the  Commission ; and  when  employed  in 
°-33-  5 a 4 one 
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one  of  the  rooms  of  that  library,  as  two  or  three  of  them  have  been  for  months  together, 
their  use  of  the  books  was  not  only  frequent  but  constant. 

Of  the  junior  clerks  of  the  Board,  employed  at  the  Chapter  House  and  at  the  Tower,  I 
cannot  observe  much,  not  having  had  the  same  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the 
steps  taken  to  instruct  them : I shall  therefore  only  add,  (beside  my  assurance  that  such 
an  institution  for  the  study  of  diplomatics,  on  a very  small  scale,  and  much  inferior  to  those 
in  France,  Bavaria  and  Portugal,  must  be  a public  benefit,)  that  Mr.  Black  long  ago 
designed  to  compile  and  print  a Diplomatic  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  young  transcribers; 
and  the  proposal  met  with  my  approbation,  so  far  that  Mr.  Black  obtained  from  the  King’s 
printers  impressions  of  all  the  diplomatic  types  used  in  their  office,  and  would  have  pro- 
ceeded to  set  up  a specimen  of  the  Manual;  but  his  other  occupations  induced  him  to  lay 
aside  the  design  till  a more  auspicious  opportunity.  Its  contents  were  to  have  been  the 
following : 

1.  An  Alphabet  of  Diplomatic  Types,  explaining  the  uses  of  the  characters  employed 
in  printing  Records;  enlarged  from  what  Mr.  Black  had  formerly  published  in  the 
Excerpta  Historica. 

2.  A Vocabulary  of  all  the  principal  Abbreviated  Words  met  with  in  such  Records  as 
have  been  printed  (with  occasional  examples)  and  in  others  most  likely  to  occur  to  the 
transcribers ; adapted  from  Mr.  Hardy’s  table  in  the  Introduction  to  the  Close  Rolls,  and 
enlarged. 

3.  A Chronological  Table,  exhibiting  in  one  view  the  regnal  or  official  years  of  the  Empe- 
rors, the  Kings  of  England  and  France,  the  Popes,  and  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury;  also, 
the  Dominical  Letters,  Day  of  Easter,  and  the  Indiction,  from  the  year  rooi  to  a recent 
or  the  present  time ; chiefly  adapted  from  Sir  Harris  Nicolas’s  Chronology  of  History,  which 
is  a text-book  in  this  diplomatic  school,  though  partly  compiled  before  the  publication  of 
that  useful  work. 

4.  Other  Chronological  Tables,  and  rules  for  the  reduction  of  dates. 

5.  An  instructive  List  of  the  most  useful  Books  of  reference  for  diplomatic  purposes. 


— No.  4. — 

CHARGE  of  that  kind  of  Imperfection  which  is  to  be  remedied  by  more  extended  Searches 
in  the  various  Offices,  against  the  Publications  of  the  Board,  examined. 

1 . Catalogue  of  the  Cottonian  M SS.  1 

2.  Catalogue  of  the  Harleian  MSS.  1-does  not  at  all  apply. 

3.  Catalogue  of  the  Lansdownian  MSS.J 

4.  The  Statutes.  Does  not,  it  is  believed,  apply. 

5.  The  Exon  Domesday,  Inquisitio  Eliensis,  the  Winton  Domesday,  and  the  Boldon 
Book.  Each  of  these  is,  it  is  believed,  an  entire,  perfect,  and  independent  Record.  I never 
heard  of  copies  of  them  being  found  in  the  offices  of  Record  here  in  town,  which  ought  to 
have  been  collated.  Other  documents  might  perhaps  be  found,  similar  in  their  nature,  and' 
belonging  to  nearly  the  same  period,  which  it  might  be  well,  if  found,  to  publish ; but  the 
publication  of  any  such,  if  such  are  found,  would  not  make  this  work  imperfect. 

6.  Abbreviatio  Placitorum.  This  is,  in  one  sense,  imperfect ; but  not  in  a sense  which 
any  researches  in  the  offices  would  remedy. 

7.  The  Testa  de  Nevill  and  Liber  Feodorum.  This,  as  a work  of  the  13th  century,  or 
beginning  of  the  14th,  has  an  entirety  of  its  own,  an  independent  existence,  and  as  such 
was  committed  to  the  press.  The  whole  is  printed ; and  no  charge  of  imperfection  can  be 
justly  made  against  it,  because  similar  matter  not  in  the  Testa  may  be  found.  No  doubt 
much  other  matter  relating  to  the  feudal  distribution  of  England  exists,  which  it  may  or 
may  not  be  expedient  to  collect  and  print;  but,  if  collected  and  printed,  still  the  work 
called  Testa  de  Nevill  or  the  Liber  Feodorum  would  retain  its  character  of  entirety  and 
individuality. 

8.  The  Hundred  Rolls  and  Rolls  of  Quo  Warranto.  This  work  is  more  open  to  suspicion 
of  imperfection,  of  the  kind  we  are  speaking  of,  than  any  of  the  preceding.  I can  say  nothing 
decisive  respecting  it. 

9.  Pope  Nicholas’s  Taxation.  Manuscripts  of  the  whole  or  of  the  greater  portion  of  this 
Taxation  exist  in  the  University  Library  at  Cambridge,  and  in  the  Tower.  It  may  be  a 
question  whether  these  (and  perhaps  other  early  copies  of  the  whole  or  part  might  no 
doubt  be  found)  should  have  been  collated  as  well  as  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  and  the 
Cottonian  copy.  But  this  is  a question  of  collation  rather  than  of  completeness.  Is  there 
reason  to  suppose  that  portions  of  this  Taxatio  anywhere  exist  which  are  not  in  the 
printed  volume?  The  Taxatio  for  Ireland  would  be  a Record  very  proper  for  publication ; 
but  the  existence  of  any  portion  of  it  does  not  impeach  the  completeness  of  this  volume. 

10.  The  Nonce  Rolls.  It  is  asserted  that  many  Rolls  of  this  class  have  been  discovered 
since  the  publication  of  this  work. 

11.  Calendars  to  the  Charter  Rolls  and  the  Inquisitions  ad  quod  damnum.  These  are  to 
be  regarded  but  as  calendars  of  a recent  date,  admitted  to  be  (to  a certain  extent)  imper- 
fect, but  not  chargeable  with  that  kind  of  imperfection  which  is  to  be  remedied  by  disco- 
veries of  lost  Records,  if  it  were  probable  that  such  discoveries  would,  in  the  case  of  these 
Records,  be  made. 

12.  Calendar 
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12.  Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls.  The  same  remark  applies  to  this  volume.  But  this 
calendar  was  never  meant  to  include  all  the  Writs  on  these  Rolls,  only  certain  selected  ones. 

13.  Calendar  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem.  The  same  remarks  apply.  If  it  was 
thouffht  expedient  to  print  calendars  at  all,  not  those  in  use  in  the  Record  Office  at  the 
Tower,  but  calendars  formed  purposely  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  should  have  been 
prepared. 

14.  Abstract  of  the  Originalia.  This  is  of  the  nature  of  a calendar,  and  the  same  remarks 
apply- 

15.  The  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  26  Henry  VIII.  The  custody  of  this  very  important  Record 
was  committed  to  the  officers  of  the  First  Fruits  and  Tenths.  All  of  it  which  now  exists  in 
their  custody  is,  it  is  believed,  printed.  At  the  same  time  considerable  portions  of  it  are 
lost : when,  or  how,  no  one  knows,  but  it  was  long  ago.  Possibly  some  of  these  may  one 
day  or  other  come  to  light,  but  this  is  more  a case  of  possibility  than  of  probability.  As  for 
the  papers  which  have  been  represented  as  portions  of  the  Valor,  they  have  not  the  smallest 
pretension  to  be  so  regarded,  and  it  is  an  injurious  proceeding  so  to  represent  them.  No- 
thing is  contained  in  the  Valor  but  what  was  certified  into  the  Exchequer  under  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners,  sworn  to  make  true  returns  on  the  matters  given  them  in  charge*. 

16.  Calendars  of  Chancery  Proceedings  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  This  work  is  calen- 
dar, not  record ; I know  not  whether  all  these  proceedings  for  that  reign  had  been  collected 
before  it  was  made. 

17.  Ducatus  Lancastriee.  This  also  is  but  a calendar,  and  perhaps  both  parts  may  not 
contain  all  the  Records  which  ought  to  have  been  noticed  in  it. 

18.  The  Parliamentary  Writs,  f There  is  scarcely  any  saying  what  documents  might  not 

19.  The  Fcedera.  - - /find  a place  in  such  works  as  these;  and  they  will  be 

deemed  complete  or  incomplete,  susceptible  of  additions,  or  the  contrary,  according  to  the 
principle  which  any  one  fixes  in  his  own  mind  respecting  the  documents  of  which  works 
such  as  these  should  be  composed.  It  is  said,  however,  that  some  documents  have  been 
discovered  which  would,  if  known,  have  appeared  in  the  Parliamentary  Writs. 

20.  The  publications  of  the  Scottish  branch  of  the  Commission.  On  these  it  is  not 
intended  here  to  enter.  But  it  .is  supposed  that  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  that  any 
researches  in  the  offices  in  London  will  establish  a charge  of  imperfection  against  them. 
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21.  The  Chancellor’s  Rolls,  3 John.  Complete. 

22.  The  Miscellaneous  Volume  from  the  Chapter  House.  No.  I.,  No.  II.  complete; 
No.  III.  only  extracts,  professedly  so. 

23.  The  Pipe  Roll  of  31  Henry  I.  Complete. 

24.  The  Pipe  Rolls  of  Henry  II.  Richard  I.  and  John.  This  publication  is  ordered  and 
begun,  but  no  part  yet  published.  The  series  is  known  to  be  complete  from  the  end  of 
Henry  II.  and  there  is  no  room  to  suppose  it  could  be  more  so. 

25.  The  Fines  of  Richard  I.  and  John.  Every  effort  is  made  to  collect  them  together, 
that  the  work  may  be  complete,  as  containing  all  the  fines  remaining  of  record  in  the 
proper  custody.  It  is  possible  that  a stray  fine  or  two  of  those  reigns  may  be  found  out  of 
its  proper  custody,  but  inquiry  has  been  made  with  no  successful  result. 

26.  The  Close  Rolls.  Not  the  smallest  probability  that  this  volume  does  not  contain  all 
which  it  can  be  expected  shall  ever  be  found  of  these  Rolls  for  the  proposed  period. 

27.  The  Patent  Rolls.  The  same, remark  applies. 

28.  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis.  To  these  also,  I believe,  the  same  remark  would  apply. 

29.  Rotuli  Normanniee.  The  same  remark  applies. 

30.  Excerpta  e Rotulis  Finium.  The  same  remark  applies. 

?■  The  Introduction  to  Doomsday.!  0f  course  ont  of  the  reach  0f  the  objection. 

33.  oir  Francis  Falgraves  Essay.  J J 

34.  The  Privy  Council  Books.  Possibly  some  portion  of  these  may  not  have  been  used ; 
but  diligent  search  it  is  believed  has  been  made. 

The  result  is  : 

(I.)  That  this  charge,  which  has  been  put  forth  in  various  forms,  does  not  apply  to  the 
publications  of  the  present  Board. 

(II.)  That  if  at  all,  it  applies  to  very  few  of  the  publications  of  the  old  Board. 

(III.)  The  instance  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  the  only  one  which  Mr.  Protheroe  pro- 
duced in  his  evidence,  he  made  the  assertion  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  present 
inquiry  to  examine,  and  concerning  which  he  deposed,  that  portions  of  it  relating  to  one  of 
the  Welsh  dioceses  had  been  recently  discovered,  is  no  instance  of  the  discovery  of  portions 
of  that  record  after  the  publication  of  it ; the  Commissioner  probably  having  relied  upon 
information. given  him  by  some  one,  who,  in  this  instance,  has  shown  a want  of  discrimi- 
nation in  distinguishing  documents  which  resemble  one  another,  but  are  really  different,  or 
having  himself  not  remarked  the  distinctive  character. 


• Those  accounts  of  the  dioceses  of  St.  Asaph  and  Bangor  in  the  sixth  or  supplementary  Volume 
are  not  Valor;  and  it  was  inexpedient  to  print  them,  even  as  a supplement,  except  as  they  show  some- 
thing of  the  manner  in  which  the  Commissioners  proceeded.  A portion  of  the  same  accounts,  which 
seems  to  have  been  rejected  on  account  of  the  state  of  great  decay,  when  the  rest  were  bound  several 
years  ago,  are  what  are  alluded  to  above. 


0-33- 
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MR.  COOPER’S  Statement  with  reference  to  the  Evidence  given  in  answer  to  Questions 
1435-1480  and  1589. 

Charges. 

I.  The  Board’s  ignorance  of  the  remuneration  of  editors. 

II.  The  want  of  any  apportionment  or  expense,  and  the  consequent  impossibility  of 
forming  a judgment  upon  any  one  branch  of  the  duties  submitted  to  the  Board. 

III.  The  omission  of  all  calculations  or  estimates  of  any  proposed  works,  so  that  no 
judgment  can  be  formed  upon  the  economy  or  extravagance  in  any  one  work,  pamphlet, 
book,  or  anything  else  published  under  the  orders  of  the  Board. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  consider  these  charges  with  reference  to  the  returns  of  Decem- 
ber 1833  and  of  January  last,  rather  than  with  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  and  the  accounts,  as  the  returns  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  and 
may  be  easily  turned  to  in  verification  of  my  remarks. 


1.  Ignorance  of  remuneration  of  editors.  The  printed  return  of  December  1833  purports 
to  coutain  the  names  of  the  sub-commissioners  and  other  persons  then  engaged  in  editing 
and  compiling  the  different  works  printed  and  undertaken  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Record  Board,  also  of  the  persons  employed  in  cleaning,  repairing  and  sorting  the 
records,  and  as  clerks,  copyists,  &c.,  with  a statement  of  the  particular  works  upon  which 
they  were  engaged,  and  of  their  salaries,  wages  and  other  remuneration.  Now  the  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  these  sub-commissioners  and  other  persons  : Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and 
his  five  clerks,  William  Matchwick,  George  Aungier,  John  Thomas  Jovvett,  Joseph  Brett 
and  Henry  Williams ; Mr.  Caley,  Mr.  Petrie,  Mr.  Anewrin  Owen,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter, 
Mr.  Charles  Panton,  Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Mr.  William  Kingston,  Sir  Harris 
Nicolas,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Charles  Roberts,  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  Mr.  William  Hardy,  Mr.  Charles 
Devon,  Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  Mr.  Joseph  Stevenson,  Mr.  Julius  Drescher,  Mr.  Henry 
Cole,  Mr.  John  Trickey,  Mr.  Richard  Downer  Bond,  Peter  Paul,  Henry  Barber,  Josiah 
Blainey,  Richard  Martin,  Charles  Gay,  Henry  Gay,  James  Barber,  Robert  Hanney,  Mr. 
George  Smith,  William  Henry  Bennett,  John  Catling  and  Mary  Smith.  Upon  going 
through  these  names,  it  will  be  seen  that  wherever  there  is  an  omission  of  the  amount  or 
rate  of  salary,  wages  or  other  remuneration,  the  reason  is  assigned,  except  in  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Cole.  It  is  stated  that  he  had  occasional  employment  out  of  office  hours,  for 
which  he  was  remunerated  according  to  the  nature  of  the  work,  but,  from  some  over-sight, 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  salary  for  his  regular  service;  but  what  this  was,  no  commissioner 
could  be  ignorant  after  the  letter  printed  in  the  Agenda,  p.  436,  and  the  decision  come  to 
thereupon.  The  return  of  January  last,  now  on  the  table  of  the  Committee,  also  contains 
the  names  of  the  sub-commissioners,  editors,  clerks,  transcribers,  workmen,  and  other  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  on  the  31st  December  1833,  together  with  a 
statement  of  their  salaries,  wages  or  other  remuneration.  The  names  are,  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
grave, Mr.  Charles  Devon,  Mr.  Frederick  Devon, Bevans,  Mr.  J.  T.  Jovvett,  Mr.  J. 

Burtt,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  Mr.  Francis  Lestock  Hunter,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  Mr.  Baker, 
Sir  Henry  Ellis,  Mr.  Joseph  Stevenson,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Birch,  Mr.  Charles 
Roberts,  Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Mr.  Benjamin  Thorpe,  Mr.  Anewrin  Owen,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Brewer,  Mr.  William  Henry  Black,  Mr.  Walter  Nelson,  Mr.  Henry  Charles  Hertslet,  Mr. 
Thomas  Green,  Mr.  Benjamin  Noakes,  Mr.  Julius  Drescher,  Mr.  George  Smith,  William 
Henry  Bennett,  Daniel  Richardson,  Mary  Smith,  Charles  Gay,  senior,  J.  Blaney,  W.  Hull, 
H.  Barber,  R.  Hanney,  Peter  Paul,  W.  Y.  Finley,  R.  Toovey,  C.  Gay,  junior,  A.  Gay  and 
R.  Martin.  With  respect  to  every  one  of  these  individuals  it  will  be  found  that  the  return 
contains,  as  it  professes  to  do,  the  amount  of  yearly  salary,  weekly  wages,  or  the  mode  and 
rate  of  remuneration,  except  in  the  case  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  editor  of  a volume  of  records 
supplemental  to  Doomsday  Book.  It  is  stated  that  sufficient  progress  had  not  been  made 
in  that  work  to  render  it  possible  to  come  to  any  definite  arrangement  as  to  the  remunera- 
tion. Copies  of  the  printed  return  of  December  1833  were,  as  I stated  before,  sent  to  all 
members  of  the  Board  not  in  Parliament,  and  the  particulars  contained  in  the  return  of 
January  last  have  always  been  accessible  to  every  commissioner,  and  if  they  have  not  been 
formally  and  officially  communicated,  the  only  reason  is  that  thy  have  not  been  called  for 
in  that  way.  Questions  have  occasionally  been  put  to  me  at  the  Board,  but  more  fre- 
quently in  conversation  with  individual  commissioners,  and  I recollect  no  instance  in  which 
the  reply  was  not  satisfactory.  The  fact  is,  that  the  understanding  of  the  Board  being  that, 
with  one  exception,  the  salary  of  no  sub-commissioner  or  editor  should  exceed  450/.  a year, 
and  that  the  services  to  be  performed  for  such  salary  should  be  equivalent  at  the  least  to  the 
labour  of  editing  three  octavo  volumes  ; and  the  scale  ©f  payment  for  editorship,  both  of  tne 
octavo  and  folio  volumes,  having  been  fixed,  as  I have  shown  in  other  parts  of  my  exami- 
nation, no  commissioner  could  be  in  the  dark  upon  this  subject.  That  an  auditor  could 
be  in  that  situation  was  impossible,  unless  when  perusing  the  vouchers  for  quarterly  and 
other  payments  to  sub-commissioners  and  editors  he  might  choose  to  shut  his  eyes. 
Wherever,  however,  the  principles  and  rules  previously  adopted  and  prescribed  by  the 
commissioners  did  not  precisely  apply  to  the  new  engagement  which  it  was  in  contempla- 
lion  to  make,  the  matter  has  not  only  invariably  been  brought  before  the  Board,  and  its 

direction 
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■direction  been  obtained,  but  a very  full  entry  of  what  passed  has  been  made  upon  the  Appendix  (B.) 

minutes  of  the  proceedings.  I mention  this  last  point  because  it  never  was  the  usage  of  

the  former  commissioners  thus  to  record  any  transactions  of  this  kind.  The  minute-books  No.  5- 
from  1800  to  1831  contain  no  notices  of  the  pecuniary  engagements  made  by  the  secretary  Mr.  Cooper  s State- 
with  sub-commissioners,  editors  or  others.  In  illustration  of  this  difference  between  the  ment  of  Questions 
practice  of  the  old  and  the  new  Boards,  I may  mention  the  course  adopted  with  respect  to  1435-14°°- 15°9< 
the  new  editions  of  the  Welsh  Laws  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  Law's.  First,  as  to  the  Welsh  — — — 

Laws,  Mr.  Parrey,  who  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Petrie  to  prepare  a new  text  and  a trans- 
lation of  the  Welsh  Law's,  having  died  before  much  progress  had  been  made  in  the  work, 

Mr.  Petri  e entered  into  a second  engagement.  Such  engagement  was  with  Mr.  Anewrin 
Owen,  and  under  it  the  latter  was  to  receive  after  the  rate  of  200Z.  per  annum,  together 
with  his  travelling  expenses,  and  on  the  completion  of  his  task  such  addition  was  to  be 
made  to  this  sum  as  his  labour  might  be  thought  to  require.  Under  these  engagements 
there  was  paid  to  Mr.  Parrey  the  sum  of  200 /.,  and  in  February  1831  there  had  been  paid  to 
Mr.  Anewrin  Owen  the  sum  of  1,196/.  15s.  3d.  Again,  as  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws. 

The  Rev.  William  Conybeare,  who  was  appointed  by  a resolution  of  the  Board  a sub-com- 
missioner for  settling  the  text  and  making  a translation  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  (the 
resolution  is  silent  respecting  the  mode  or  amount  of  remuneration,)  not  being  able  to  spare 
time  for  the  task,  Mr.  Petrie  entered  into  an  engagement  with  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Price, 
by  which  that  gentleman  was  to  receive  500/.  per  annum  whilst  employed  in  editing  this 
work.  In  February  1831  Mr.  Price  had  received  the  sum  of  2,875 /.  It  is  true  that  these 
engagements  are  mentioned  in  the  annual  reports  of  Mr.  Petrie,  and  such  reports  having- 
been  at  some  period  entered  on  the  minute-books,  it  is  presumed  they  must  have  been 
laid  before  the  Board,  but  whether  they  were  or  not,  1 do  not  doubt  that  the  commissioners 
had  in  some  manner  become  acquainted  with  their  contents.  All  that  I mean  to  impress 
upon  the  Committee  is,  that  in  the  minutes  of  proceedings  no  trace  is  discoverable  of  the 
Board  having  been  consulted  upon  such  matters,  or  of  the  formal  approbation  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  M r.  Petrie.  I will  now  show  from  the  minute-books  the 
course  taken  by  the  existing  Board  respecting  these  two  works.  At  a meeting  of  the 
commissioners,  which  took  place  at  the  house  of  the  Speaker,  on  the  17th  May  1834,  a 
report  was  read  of  a committee,  consisting  of  the  Bishop  of  LlandafF,  Mr.  Williams  Wynn, 

Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  Mr.  Petit,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Protheroe,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  a recommendation  of  such  committee  it  was  ordered  that  the  prosecution  and 
completion  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  should  be  committed  to  some 
Anglo-Saxon  scholar  competent  to  the  task,  who  should  be  directly  responsible  to  the 
Board,  and  the  secretary  was  authorized  to  propose  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Thorpe  to  undertake 
the  prosecution  and  completion  of  such  work  for  a gross  sum  of  600/.,  of  which  50/. 
should  be  advanced  quarterly  until  400 /.  should  have  been  paid,  but  the  remaining  200/. 
was  not  to  be  paid  until  the  completion  of  the  work.  In  pursuance  of  a further  recom- 
mendation of  such  committee  it  was,  at  the  same  Board,  ordered  that  Mr.  Anewrin  Owen 
should  for  the  future  prosecute  and  complete  the  new  edition  of  the  Welsh  Laws  indepen- 
dently of  Mr.  Petrie,  and  that  he  should  receive  for  the  task  the  sum  of  600/.,  of  which  50/. 
should  be  paid  every  three  months  during  two  years,  beginning  the  1st  of  May  1834,  and 
the  remainder  should  be  paid  when  the  work  was  finished  at  press.  Mr.  Owen  attended 
the  Board,  and  undertook  to  prosecute  and  complete  the  work  upon  those  terms. 

2.  I pass  next  to  the  topic  of  apportionment  of  expense,  and  the  impossibility  of  forming 
a judgment  upon  anyone  branch  of  the  duties  submitted  to  the  Board.  The  complaint 
upon  this  head,  like  all  the  others,  is,  as  the  Committee  is  already  aware,  confined  to  a 
single  commissioner,  and,  as  far  as  I can  understand  it,  without  foundation.  By  appor- 
tionment of  expense  must,  I apprehend,  be  intended  a plan  for  the  application  of  the  Par- 
liamentary grant,  distinguishing  what  portion  of  it  ought  to  be  allotted  to  printing,  what 
portion  to  arranging  and  calendaring,  what  portion  to  cleaning,  repairing  and  binding,  8tc. 

But  unfortunately  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  Commission  has  hitherto  been  such  as 
to  make  any  apportionment  of  this  kind  idle.  During  the  whole  period  before  the  present 
Commission  was  issued  the  money  voted  by  Parliament  for  the  service  of  the  current  year 
had  been  always  anticipated,  and  went  as  soon  as  received  towards  the  liquidation  of  debts 
accrued  due  in  preceding  years.  Further  liabilities  too  had  been  incurred  in  respect  of 
the  works  in  progress,  to  an  amount  generally  equal  to  two  years’  present  income  of  the 
Board.  On  turning  to  the  return  of  January  last,  the  Committee  will  perceive  that  of  the 
48,500/.  received  by  the  present  commissioners,  a sum  of  not  less  than  20,364  /.  14  s.  8 d. 
lias  been  received  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  their  predecessors,  from 
which  it  is  manifest  that  the  average  yearly  sum  that  could  have  been  apportioned  for  the 
five  years  that  have  elapsed  since  March  1831  would  have  been  very  little  more  than 
5,600  /. ; and  when  there  is  deducted  from  that  average  yearly  sum  the  salaries  of  the  sub- 
commissioners, secretary,  transcribers  and  clerks,  and  the  weekly  wages  of  the  workmen 
engaged  in  cleaning  and  repairing  in  the  different  repositories,  the  bills  of  the  binders,  and 
the  cost  of  parchment  and  other  materials,  it  is  plain  that  there  really  has  been  but  a very 
small  annual  residue  that  could  have  been  made  the  subject  of  any  apportionment.  It  is, 
for  these  reasons,  submitted  that  the  want  of  an  apportionment  of  expense  cannot  have 
prevented  a commissioner  from  forming  a judgment  upon  any  one  branch  of  the  duties  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board.  I ought  to  add,  that  no  proposal  for  any  such  apportionment  has 
ever  been  brought  before  the  commissioners,  nor  do  I recollect  ever  to  have  met  with  it  any- 
where until  I saw  it  in  the  evidence  taken  before  this  Committee ; it  may,  however,  exist 
m the  mass  of  documents  to  which  I have  elsewhere  alluded. 

°-33-  5 B 2 3-  The 
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Appendix  (B.)  m£t  c>n  be  fol.med  upon  the  economy  or  extravagance  m any  one  work,  pamphlet,  book, 

— or  anything  else  published  under  the  orders  of  the  Board,  The  suggest, on  to  lay  before 

Mr  Cooks' State-  the  commissioners  every  estimate  previously  to  the  printing  of  a pamphlet  for  instance  Mr. 
ment  "omstions  Protheroe’s  Letter  to  the  Secretary  upon  the  continuation  of  Sir  Francs  Palgrave  s edition 
1435-1480.  1580.  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  I cannot  believe  to  be  serious  and  shall  pass  it  over.  What  is 
435  4 9 meant  by  the  words  “ anything  else,”  I do  not  know.  In  my  remarks  I shall  consider 

them  as  comprehended  under  the  terms  “ work”  or  “ book.  The  assertion  appears  to  mean 
that  the  commissioners  have  in  the  first  instance  directed  the  printing  of  works  without 
any  previous  inquiry  into  the  costs ; and  in  the  next  place,  that  when  the  works  have  been 
completed  they  have  been  furnished  with  no  documents  from  which  they  could  judge 
whether  such  works  had  been  executed  in  an  economical  or  extravagant  manner.  The 
Committee  has  fortunately  called  for  a return,  that  will  probably  he  thought  to  render 
unnecessary  an  examination  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  in  order  to  prove  the  incorrect- 
ness of  the  first  part  of  this  assertion.  That  return  is  entitled  “ Copies,  extracted  trom  the 
Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Record  Board,  of  all  orders  relative  to  printing,  tran- 
scribing and  publishing  works,  with  the  dates  when  such  orders  were  made.  Now 
although  this  return  was  not  prepared  with  the  slightest  view  to  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
works,  yet  in  the  first  two  or  three  pages  it  contains  notices  of  such  documents  having 
bee  n ordered  and  furnished.  For  instance,  on  the  26th  April  1831  the  secretary  is  directed 
to  procure  proper  estimates  of  the  yearly  or  other  expenses  of  continuing  two  works,  the 
Valor  Ecclesiasticus  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th,  and  the  Rolls  of  Parliament.  On  the 
20th  May  1831  an  order  was  made  that  the  secretary  do  procure  from  Mr.  Ihomsoo  an 
estimate  of  the  time  and  yearlv  or  other  expense  requisite  for  completing  the  compilation 
and  printing  of  the  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  distinguishing  the  particular 
charges  for  compiling,  editing,  correcting  the  press,  printing  and  paper ; and  also  an  esti- 
mate of  the  time  and  yearly  or  other  expense  requisite  for  completing  the  compilation  and 
transcription  of  the  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  of  recopy.ng 
and  printing  the  same,  and  for  completing  the  transcription  of  the  ancient  charters  and 
the  printing  of  the  same ; and  that  the  secretary  do  desire  Mr.  Thomson  to  furnish  the 
Board  with  a detailed  statement  of  his  reasons  for  recommending  the  termination  of  the 
Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal  in  the  form  hitherto  followed  in  the  reign 
of  James  the  6th  ; and  also  with  an  estimate  of  the  time  and  yearly  or  other  expense 
necessary  for  completing  the  Parliamentary  Records  of  Scotland,  distinguishing  the 
expense  of  completing  the  first  volume;  and  also  the  expense  of  cancelling  and  reprinting 
the  Records  of  the  Parliament  of  Charles  the  ist,  and  also  the  expense  of  compiling  and 
printing  the  General  Index  of  Matters  ; and  the  secretary  is  also  to  desire  Mr.  Ihomson 
to  furnish  the  Board  with  his  opinion  as  to  the  subdivision  of  the  index  into  periods,  and 
the  reason  of  his  opinion  in  detail.  On  the  17th  November  1831  letters  were  produced 
from  Mr.  Bayley  (they  contained  estimates)  respecting  the  Chancery  Proceedings,  when  it 
was  ordered  that  the  3d  volume  of  the  Chancery  Proceedings,  temp.  Elizabeth,  should  be 
forthwith  completed,  and  that  a selection  of  the  Chancery  Proceedings  prior  to  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  should  be  transcribed  and  got  ready  for  the  press.  On  the  23d  June  1832 
I see  that  an  order  was  made  that  the  3d  volume  of  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  Court  of 
Lancaster  should  he  completed  at  press.  Respecting  the  production  of  estimates  no.t‘‘ing 
is  said  in  this  return,  but  1 well  recollect  that  the  same  were  required  and  were  furnished, 
although  it  is  probable  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the  minute-book.  In  short,  not  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Committee  by  going  through  all  the  items  of  that  return,  I unhesitatingly 
affirm  that  no  “ work”  or  “ book”  has  been  directed  to  be  undertaken  or  printed  without 
the  Board  being  apprized  within  a few  pounds  what  would  be  the  expense  thereof.  Ihe 
foreign  collections  for  the  Fcedera  are  the  only  exception  that  occur  to  my  mind,  and  these, 
from  their  nature,  obviously  put  all  previous  calculation  of  price  at  defiance,  although  it  can 
be  now  safely  affirmed  that  the  diplomes  which  monthly  come  to  hand  cost  very  little  more 

than  the  4 d.  per  folio  payable  for  transcription.  The  circumstance  that  papers  of  the  kind  in 
question  are  not  entered  on  the  minutes  by  no  means  warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  same 
were  not  laid  before  the  Board  ; the  usage  for  30  years  prior  to  1831  having  been  not  to  record 
such  papers  on  the  proceedings.  The  second  part  of  the  assertion  upon  which  I am  now 
animadverting  is  not  more  accurate  than  the  first  part.  It  is  indeed  true  that  after  the 
completion  of  any  “ work  ” or  “ book  ” no  documents  have  been  entered  in  the  minutes  or 
proceedings,  enabling  the  commissioners  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  economy  or  extra- 
vagance with  which  such  work  or  book  has  been  produced.  But  documents  of  this  sor 
not  only  now  exist,  but  the  same  have  always  existed  from  the  period  the  first  works  were 
finished  at  press  (in  1833);  anc*  the  same  have  not  only  been  open  to  the  inspection  of  al 
the  commissioners,  but  have  been  examined  by  several;  and  if  the  same  have  not  been 
examined  by  all  those  commissioners  who  attend  the  Board,  the  reason  is  obvious.  U 
the  cost  of  completing  the  works  left  unfinished  by  the  old  Board  estimates  were  made 
and  read  at  the  Board  before  the  same  were  resumed;  and  with  respect  to  the  new  works 
any  inquiry  was  unnecessary,  either  as  to  the  folio  Volumes  (of  which  there  are  only  two, 
the  Close  Rolls  and  the  Patent  Rolls,)  or  as  to  the  octavo  volumes,  as  it  was  notorious  tha 
the  price  for  transcription  was  4 c?.  per  folio,  and  a scale  for  the  remuneration  of  editors, 
not  being  sub-commissioners,  had,  as  appears  from  other  parts  of  my  evidence,  been  settled. 
Under  the  head  of  printing  and  paper,  too,  it  had  been  ascertained  as  early  as  the  summei 
of  1831  that  no  saving  could  be  effected.  At  that  time  the  tenders  of  different  printers 
for  the  continuation  of  the  old,  and  the  execution  of  the  new  works,  were  laid  before  Lor 

Brougham 
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Brougham,  tlie  late  Lord  Dover,  and  Mr.  Bellenden  Ker,  who  took  a great  deal  of  pains 
■ considering  them.  Their  conclusion  was,  that  the  Board  would  gain  nothing  by  ceasing 
to  employ  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode.  I must  not  forget  to  mention,  that  since  I have 
been  appointed  secretary  I have  uniformly  required  these  gentlemen  to  furnish  an  account 
of  printing  (distinguishing  cancels  and  corrections)  and  of  paper  for  each  volume,  separate 
from  the  binding,  &c.  To  this  account,  when  obtained,  I have  then  subjoined  the  expense 
of  transcribing  and  editing,  and  so  have  got  at  the  total  cost  of  each  volume.  It  is  from 
these  accounts  that  that  portion  of  the  return  made  in  January  was  taken,  which  is  headed 
“ Costs  of  some  of  the  principal  works  published  by  the  present  Board,  distinguishing 
what  was  paid  for  printing,  paper,  transcription,  compilation  and  editorship.  I will  read 
one  of  the  items  in  this  portion  of  the  return,  lest  the  Committee  should  still  entertain  any 
doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  documents,  from  which  it  may  be  readily  learnt  whether  a 
work  has  been  executed  in  an  economical  or  extravagant  manner. 


Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England,  £.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

vol.  I,  382  sheets  royal  8vo.  (including  6 1 sheets  cancels).  No. 

500,  with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 1. 1 s.  - - 118  19  - 

Extra  for  index,  small  letter,  brace  matter,  extra  proofs, 

corrections  and  labels -85  26 

Used  40  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and 
revises,  at  32  s.  - - - - - - - - - 64-- 

268  l 6 

Transcriptions  of  the  text,  1,450  folios  - - - - - - 24  3 4 

Compilation  of  the  chronological  abstract,  2 l sheets,  at  3 1.  3 s.  per 
.sheet  - --  --  --  --  --  --  718 

Index,  two  sheets,  at  4 /.  4 s.  per  sheet  -----  - 88- 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  editorship  - -------  150  - - 


Total  Cost  - - £.  457  14  6 


— No.  6.  — 


OUTLINE  of  Mr.  Stevensoji’s  Operations  at  the  Tower,  since  the  commencement  of  his 
Employment  there  in  August  1834. 


Volume  of  transcripts  from  documents  intended  for  insertion  in  the  Fcedera,  con- 
taining 317  leaves. 

Similar  volume  for  the  same  purpose,  601  leaves. 

Privy  Seals,  temp.  Edw.  I.,  analysis  of,  on  3,944  slips,  each,  on  an  average,  consisting  ot 
eight  lines. 

Taxatio  Ecclesiastica  analyzed,  consisting  of  430  entries,  with  reference  from  each  to  the 
corresponding  page  in  the  printed  volume. 

County  Placita,  analysis  of,  on  865  slips. 

Papal  Bulls  from  Innocent  III.  to  Gregory  XL,  177  slips. 

Cart®  Antiqu®,  abstract  of,  750  slips. 

Miscellaneous  Documents,  abstracts  of,  2,818  slips.  . ... 

Chronological  Catalogue  of  the  Miscellaneous  Documents,  printed  by  Prynne,  in  vol.  11. 
and  iii.  of  his  Records. 


Similar  Catalogue  of  Instruments  of  the  same  class  m the  Fcedera.  New  edition. 
Transcript  made  of  the  Office  Calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  Documents. 

Itinerary  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  framed  from  the  Rolls  and  Miscellaneous  Docu- 
ments. 


Ancient  Correspondence ; namely, 

Transcript  from  the  letter-box,  &c.,  1,382  slips. 

Ditto  - from  Miscellaneous  Documents,  670  slips. 

Ditto  - from  Cottonian  and  Harleian  MSS.,  53  slips. 

Ill  the  formation  of  this  series  a very  great  number  of  miscellaneous  bundles  of  records 
have  been  examined,  the  catalogues  of  the  MSS.  and  charters  in  the  Museum  have  een 
consulted,  the  year  to  which  ma'ny  of  the  undated  letters  refer  has  been  ascertained,  and 
the  work  is  nearly  ready  for  press.  It  will  form  about  three  8vo.  volumes. 

Cart®  Antiqu®,  three  rolls,  transcribed  for  press.  , , ~ 

F Mr.  Stevenson  has  the  assistance  of  two  clerks;  namely,  Mr.  Hamilton,  a a sa  aiy 
100/.,  and  Mr.  Bond,  at  80 1.  per  annum. 
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— No.  7-  — 


RECEIPTS  of  the  Present  Record  Board  for  the  Years  1831  to  1835,  inclusive. 


1831 

1830 

*833 

1834 

‘835 


Total  - 


£•  s.  d. 

- 

10,500  - _ 

- 

10,000  - _ 

- 

8,000  - _ 

- 

10,000  - _ 

“ 

10,000  - - 

£. 

48,500  - _ 

RECEIPTS  of  the  Old  Record  Board  for  the  Years  1826  to  1830,  inclusive. 


No.  i« — Bills  paid  to  the  King’s  Printers  in  England  for  Printing,  including  Paper 
and  Binding. 


1826 

1827 

1828 
1820 
1830 


£.  ..  d. 

3*236  13  9 
3*933  7 4 
4,018  10  11 
4*301  14  9 

5*9^  u 1 


£.  j 21,401  17  10 


For  Disbursements  to  various  Persons  for  Transcribing  for  the  Press,  Binding  and 
Securing  Records,  and  for  Rent  and  Insurance. 


1826 

1827 


1830 


£•  s.  d. 
4,807  10  3 
3*633  11  4 
2,433  10  8 
3,380  10  10 
2,029  17  10 

16,285  - 11 


1826 

1827 

1828 


No.  2. — Bills  paid  to  the  King’s  Printer  in  Scotland. 

£.  s.  d. 

---------  - 2,205  17  11 

651  7 3 

505  7 6 

481  5 - 


£.  I 3,843  17  8 


No.  3. — Monies  paid  at  the  Treasury  upon  the  Certificates  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Compensation  fit  and  proper  to  be  made  to  the  Secretary,  the  Sub-com- 
missioners and  others  employed  under  the  Board. 


1826 


1827 


1830 


Scotland 

Scotland 

£. 


£. 

4,011 

i*735 

2,361 

4*346 

5,789 

6,624 


6,112  10 


30,979  18  5 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 
No.  3. 


Totals. 

£.  s.  d. 
21,401  17  10 
- 16,285  - 11 

3*843  17  8 

30,979  18  5 


£.  72,510  14  10 
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- No.  8.  — 


AN  ANALYSIS  of  the  Record  Commission  Disbursements,  from  12th  March 
1831  to  12th  March  1832,  made  with  reference  to  the  Returns  to  Parliament  of 
December  1833. 

Mr.  Palgrave - 

King’s  printers’  bill,  England  -------- 

Mr.  Caley  as  Secretary  to  the  late  Commission,  salary  from  March  1830 

to  March  1831 

Mr.  Richard  Price  for  salary,  at  500 1.  a year,  as  Editor  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  Chronicle  and  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  : 

1831  i Aug.  29. — One  quarter’s  salary  - £.125  - - 

_ Nov.  30. — Ditto  - 125  - - 


50 


1832:  Feb.  28.— Ditto 

1831 : Dec.  22. — Mr.  Thomas  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  for  disburse- 
ments, &c.,  as  per  account  and  vouchers 
— King’s  printers’  bill,  Scotland 
1831  : Dec.  28. — Mr.  Anewrin  Owen,  as  Editor  of  the  Welsh  Laws,  in 
part  of  salary  - - - 

Cleaning,  repairing  and  binding  the  Records  in  the 
Augmentation  Office,  Chapter  House,  Rolls  Chapel 
and  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  from  March  1831  to 
March  1832 : 

1831  : Aug.  27. — Cash  paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  of  expenses  on  the 
reparation  of  the  Public  Records  in  the  Augmenta- 
tion Office  and  other  repositories  for  the  current 
year  - - - - - - £.  200  — — 

— Dec.  29. — Cash  paid  Mr.  Caley  for  bookbinders’  bills, 

from  March  1830  to  March  1831  - 87  xi  6 

1832:  Feb.  6i — Cash  paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account,  for  repa- 
ration of  Records  in  Augmentation 
Office  and  other  repositories  - - 100  - - 


1832 March  2. — Rent  of  rooms 


Clerks’  Salaries: 


1831 : July  16. — Bennet,  one  quarter’s  salary 
Nov.  2.— Ditto  - - 

1832  : Jan.  10. — Ditto  - 

Feb.  28. — Smith,  half  year’s  salary 


6 6 


- £.  14 

- 14 

14  6 6 
27  10  - 


Miscellaneous  transcribing,  printing,  books,  deed- 
boxes  for  records,  stationery,  parchment  for  mending 
records,  postage,  porterage,  coach-hire,  &c.,  March 
1831  to  March  1832  - 

Total  Amount  of  Disbursements  from  March  1831  to  March  1832  £.j 


£.  s.  d. 
*>588  3 4 
2,929  13  10 

2X0  - - 


2,9x2  - - 
1,031  14  - 


387  11  6 
lS  15  - 


70  9 6 


363  15  10 


9,862  3 


The  item  of  363L  15s.  lod.  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament,  closing  the  account  of  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  beginning  March  1831  and  ending  March  1832,  is  made  up  as 
follows : 

March  1831  to  March  1832  : Miscellaneous  Transcribing. 

1831  : Nov.  23. — Chambers,  for  writing  - - - - £.  1 14  - 1 £.  s.  d. 


Dec.  2. — Petiljean,  ditto  - -r  - - - - iio-r 

3 4- 

March  1831  to  March  1832  : Printing. 

Aug.  27. — Roworth  - - - - - - - -£.811  - 

Nov.  24 — Ditto - - - 1 17  - 10  8 - 
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March  1831  to  March  1832:  Books.  £- 

1831:  Aug.  27.-T-Dulau  ----- 

— 27. — Sweet  - - “ " " 1 

gi. — Mr.  Price,  for  a book,  Sec.  - - 2 

Sept.  3. — Sweet,  for  books  - - - - " 

Nov.  1. — Ditto  ---  ~ - ~ " * 

— 23. — Priestley  -------2 

— 23. — Sweet  - i 

23. — Books,  Noms  Frodaux  1 

Dec.  2. — New,  for  books  ------ 

1832  : Jan.  5.— Priestley,  for  books 42 

Feb.  2. — Ditto  - --  --  --79 

March  6. — Rodd,  for  books  2 

— 13. — Wilson,  ditto  ------  o 

Nov.  18.— MS.  Catalogue  of  French  Archives  - 

March  1831  to  March  1832  : Boxes  for  Records. 

1831  : June  10.— Box  for  letters,  &c.  - - - - “ £ • 1 

Aug.  27. — Rackett,  for  boxes  -----  7 

1832:  Feb.  17. — Rackett,  for  a box 


Marcli  1831  to  March  1832 : Stationery,  Parchment 
FOR  MENDING  RECORDS. 


1831 : Aug.  29. — Dixon,  for  stationery  - - 

Coach-Hire,  Postage,  Porterage,  Carriage  of  Parcels  and 
Sundries,  not  included  under  other  heads. 

£.  s.  a. 

1831:  April  2 to  18  - ; o 12  - 

April  19  to  May  5 -----  3 12 

May  5 to  

May  22  to  June  9 - 

June  10  to  July  1-  - - “ ' " 4 7 7 \ 

July  2 to  30-  - - 3 9 1 

August  2 to  23  - - - “ " 0 0 

August  24  to  31-  - - “ - " _ 4~9 

August  31  to  October  14 2 12  11 

October  14  to  November  1-----139 
November  l to  8 - - - - ' “ 5 ~ 1 1 

November  11  to  23  - - - - “ “ 7 7 1 

November  23  to  December  5 4 44 

December  5 to  15  - " " ” “ 7 *4  4 

December  16  to  30  - - “ “ * “ 2 2 

December  31  to  January  16,  1832  - - - - 0 1 3 

1832:  January  16  to  27  - f ~ ? 

January  28  to  February  9 -----  o 5 9 

February  10  to  21  - - - “ ” " 12  „ 

February  23  to  March  1 0 ^ 

March  2 to  12  ------  2 10  5 

March  1831  to  March  1832: 

Nov  i8*u  —Sundry  Disbursements  paid  by  Mr.  Cooper  in  his  endeavours 
' durino-  a two  months’  residence  at  Paris,  to  procure  cata- 

] loo-ues,  See.  of  the  French  Archives,  and  to  discover  the 
Stuart  Papers,  Sec.,  police,  copyists,  messengers,  coach- 
hire,  postage,  See.  &c.  ------- 

Error  n carrying  forward,  discovered  by  the  Treasury  Auditors 

This  sumbeino-  0n  the  12th  March  1833,  the  balance  of  petty  cash  in 
hand  not  disbursed,  credit  is  given  for  it  in  the  Account  ending  the 
12th  March  1835.  ^ 
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Appendix  (C.) 


RETURNS  TO  PARLIAMENT  RELATIVE  TO  THE  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


— No. 


1.— 


A RETURN  #f  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Record  Commission,  for  the 
period  between  the  30th  April  1830  and  31st  March  1831 ; also,  of  all  Debts  and  Liabilities 
of  the  Record  Commission  in  March  1831 ; specifying,  as  far  as  can  be  now  done,  the 
Nature  and  Amount  of  each,  the  Parties  to  whom  due,  and  the  Date  when  contracted. — Pre- 
sented to  The  House  pursuant  to  order. 


Appendix  (C.) 
No.  1. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 
Commissioners, 
1830-31. 


(1.)— RECEIPTS  and  DISBURSEMENTS,  between  April  1830  and  March  1831  : 


King’s  Printers’  Bill  for  Printing,  and  for  Monies  paid  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, from  April  1829  to  February  1830 - 

[The  printing  comprised  in  this  bill  was  for  a volume  of  the  Parliamentary 
Writs,  begun  September  1827,  and  a volume  of  the  Fcedera,  begun  Novem- 
ber 1825.] 

Warrant,  signed  by  the  Commissioners  25th  March  1 830,  for  payments  to  be  made 
to  Mr.  Petrie,  the  Reverend  J.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Palgrave,  Mr.  Holbrook,  Mr.  Caley, 
Mr.  Thomson  and  Richard  Bull,  for  services  performed  between  March  1829  and 
March  1830,  amounting  to  - --  --  --  --  - 

[The  above  two  sums  of  7,941  8s.  11  d.  and  6,112 1.  10s.  it  is  presumed 

were  duly  paid,  no  demand  ever  having  been  made  upon  the  present  Board  in 
respect  of  the  items  comprised  in  such  King’s  Printers’  bill,  or  in  respect  of  any 
of  the  services  mentioned  in  such  Warrant.] 


£.  s.  d. 
7,941  8 11 


Total  Amount  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 


- £.  14,053  18  11 


(2.)— DEBTS  and  LIABILITIES  in  March  1831 ; specifying,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
Nature  and  Amount  of  each,  the  Parties  to  whom  due,  and  the  Date  when  contracted : 


King’s  Printers’  Bill  to  Christmas  1830,  partly  for  printing  and  binding,  and  partly 
for  payments  made  subsequent  to  March  1830,  by  order  of  the  Commissioners  - 
Further  bills' of  the  King’s  Printers,  for  printing  previous  to  the  1 2th  March- 1831  - 
[The  printing  of  some  of  the  works  in  this  bill  commenced  in  1827.] 

King’s  Printers,  for  printing  vol.  5 of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem  ... 

[The  volume  was  sent  to  press  in  April  1829.] 

King’s  Printers,  for  printing  the  ,third  volume  of  Calendars  of  Chancery  Proceedings 
[The  printing  of  this  volume  began  in  April  1830.] 

King’s  Printers,  for  printing  vol.  6 of  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  and  Introduction  - 
[The  printing  of  this  volume  was  begun  in  1827.] 

King’s  Printers,  for  printing  vol.  4 of  the  Fcedera  (an  unfinished  volume) 

[This  volume  was  sent  to  press  in  June  1830.] 

King’s  Printers,  forprinting  vol.  2 of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Writs  of  Military 
Service  - - - - 

[The  printing  commenced  some  time  in  the  year  1829.] 

King’s  Printers,  for  printing  vol.  3 °f  Calendars  of  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster - - - - - - * • " 

[The  printing  of  this  volume  was  commenced  in  December  1827.] 

King’s  Printers,  for  printing  portions  of  the  National  Historians  - 
[This  work  was  first  sent  to  press  in  January  1830.] 

Thomas  Thomson,  esq.,  for  salaries,  disbursements,  &c.  at  Edinburgh  - - 

[All  the  items  in  this  Account  are  prior  to  April  1st,  1831.  Mr.  Thomsons 
salary  was  in  arrear  from  June  1829.] 

Remuneration  awarded  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  27th  day  of  January 
1835  to  Mr.  Robert  Pitcairn,  writer  to  the  signet,  for  services  performed  during 
several  years  at  the  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh,  under  an  arrangement 
made  by  the  old  Board  - - - - - - ” " 

[This  liability,  arising  out  of  an  engagement  which  appeared  to  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  former  Commissioners,  has  not  yet  been  satisfied.] 


£.  s.  d. 
2,929  13  10 
4,539  J9  - 
3i  1 - 
481  3 - 

557  15  - 
49  19  - 

L38i  7 G 

636  19  6 
1,328  12  6 
2,912  - - 

700  - - 
( continued) 


0.33. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (C.) 
No.  l. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 

Commissioners, 

1830-31. 


Messrs.  Roworth  & Son,  for  printing  Papers  relative  to  Mr.  Pitcairn’s  case  - 

Francis  Palgrave,  Esq.,  for  transcription  and  editorship  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 

V01"  2r-phe  volume  in  respect  of  which  this  expense  was  incurred  was  sent  to  press 
in  18  29,  and  completed  by  the  present  Board  in  1834.] 

Henry  Petrie,  esq.,  for  expenses  incurred  in  respect  of  the  unfinished  volumes  of 
the  National  Historians.  The  late  Mr.  Richard  Price  and  Mr.  Aneurin  Owen, 

for  expenses  and  trouble  in  editing  the  same  work 

[It  has  been  already  stated  that  these  volumes  were  sent  to  press  in  January 
1 830.  The  present  Board,  for  reasons  which  it  is  not  requisite  here  to  men- 
tion, some  time  since  suspended  the  further  prosecution  of  the  work.] 

The  late  John  Caley,  esq.,  for  arrears  of  his  salary,  as  secretary  to  the  former 
Board,  for  editorship  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  under  the  former  Board,  and  for 
expenses  in  repairing  and  binding  the  Records,  and  for  superintending  that  work, 
partly  under  the  former  and  partly  under  the  present  Board  * 

[The  operations  of  repairing  and  binding  (principally  at  the  Augmentation 
Office,  of  which  Mr.  Caley  was  keeper,)  which  were  carried  on  under  Mr. 
Caley ’s  directions,  together  with  his  own  employment,  are  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  engagements,  express  or  implied,  of  the  old  Commission,  that  it  is 
to  that  the  whole  of  this  debt  has  invariably  been  ascribed.  Upon  Mr.  Caley’s 
death,  no  person  was  appointed  in  his  place,  and  most  important  changes  were 
made  in  the  system  under  which  the  operations  of  repairing  and  binding  had 
been  previously  carried  on.] 

Mr.  Cox,  for  Index  to  Records  at  Augmentation  Office 

[This  Index  was  compiled  under  an  order  given  by  Mr.  Caley,  as  secretary 
to  the  late  Commission.] 

Mr.  Palmer,  for  Calendar  of  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  - 
[This  Index  was  compiled  prior  to  March  1831.] 

Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  for  Index  to  an  unfinished  volume  of  the  Fcedera 
[Compiled  prior  to  March  1831.] 

F.  Holbrooke,  esq.,  for  his  services  as  Sub-Commissioner,  from  25  March  1830 
to  25  March  1 831  - - - - - - " 

[Mr.  Holbrooke  was  employed  upon  the  Fcedera.] 

Mr.  Hodgson,  for  Transcripts - . ' ' " 

[The  Secretary  is  unable  to  give  any  information  respecting  tins  sum.] 

The  late  Mr.  Minchin  and  Mr.  William  Hardy,  for  compilation  and  editorship  of 
the  3d  volume  of  Calendars  of  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  - 
[The  volume  was  begun  in  1827,  as  before  mentioned.] 

The  late  Mr.  Robert  Lemon,  for  transcribing  and  collating  Documents  - - 

[These  documents  were  intended  by  the  late  Board  for  the  new  edition  of 
the  Fcedera ; they  were  copied  prior  to  March  1831.] 

The  late  Mr.  Robert  Lemon,  for  Indexes  to  the  6th  volume  of  the  Valor  Ecclesias- 


£.  s.  d. 
3i  5 6 


[This  work  was  done  prior  to  the  date  of  the  existing  Commission.] 

Mr.  Bayley,  late  of  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower,  for  editing  volume  3 of  the 
Chancery  Proceedings  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  - 
[The  printing  of  this  volume  began  in  1830.] 

Mr.  Leaver  and  Mr.  Williams,  for  copying  proceedings  of  Mr.  Bayley’s  Com- 
mittee - - - - * - ■ ■ ■ " 

[The  proceedings  of  this  Committee  exclusively  related  to  the  work  men- 
tioned in  the  last  item.  The  volume  was  completed,  and  the  work  discon- 
tinued.] 

Messrs.  Roworth,  for  printing  various  Reports  and  Papers  relative  to  the  Parliamen- 
taiy  Writs  and  Calendars  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  - 

[The  last  volume  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  went  to  press  in  1829.  The 
present  Board,  after  much  investigation,  came  to  the  determination  not  to 
prosecute  the  work.  It  will  appear,  from  preceding  remarks,  that  the  Calendars 
of  Proceedings  in  Chancery  was  a work  of  the  old  Commission.] 

[A  large  additional  sum  has  been  paid  for  transcribing  different  bills,  me- 
morials, letters,  reports,  and  other  papers  concerning  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 
the  Chancery  Proceedings  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  Mr.  Pitcairn’s  case,  the 
amount  of  which  cannot  be  specified.] 

The  whole  of  the  preceding  items  are  comprised  in  the  recent  Return  made 
to  Parliament  under  the  head  of  “ Debts  and  Liabilities.”  The  ensuing  item, 
although  inserted  in  the  former  Return  printed  December  1833,  has  by  inad- 
vertence been  omitted  in  the  last  Return. 


373  16 


145  8 
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King’s  Printer’s  Bill,  Scotland,  to  Christmas  1830 : 

Printing  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  under  the 

authority  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  186  sheets, 
small  pica,  folio,  with  corrections  and  extra  proofs, 
26  copies,  fine  medium  ------ 

pgg  gj. printing  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  under  the 

authority  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  208  sheets, 
small  pica,  folio,  with  corrections  and  extra  proofs, 
26  copies,  fine  medium  ------ 


£.  s.  d.  £.  4.  d. 

492  4 6 


539  9 6 


1.031 


14  - 


£.  26,051  2 


2 


Total  of  the  Debts  and  Liabilities  of  the  former  Commission, 
including  such  last  mentioned  sum  of  1,031 1.  14s.  ...  £.26,051.  2.  2. 


New  Boswell-court,'l  C.  P.  Cooper, 

11  February  1836.  J Sec.  Com.  Pub.  Rec. 


— No.  2. — 

RECEIPTS,  EXPENSES  AND  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 


— Nos.  1 & 2.  — 

AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Sums  of  Monies  Received  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Records,  from  the  Date  of  the  present  Commission,  being  the  12th  March  1831,  to  the 
1st  August  1833,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  such  Monies  have  been  Expended. — Ordered 
by  The  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed,  14  February  1834. 


(1.)— RECEIPTS  : 

1831  : 

Aug.  8.— Cash  received  from  Messrs.  Payne  & Foss,  for  books  sold  by  them 

26. — Cash  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  being  the  Parliamentary 
Grant  for  the  year  March  1831  to  March  1832  - 

30. — Cash  received  from  Messrs.  Longman  & Co.,  for  Books  sold  by  them  - 
1832; 

Mar.  30. — Cash  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  being  the  Parliamentary 
Grant  for  the  year  March  1832  to  March  1833  - 

Cash  received  from  Messrs.  Payne  & Foss,  for  Books  sold  by  them 


£.  «.  d. 
109  15  - 

10,500  - - 
15  17  ’ 

10,000  - - 
96  2 - 


Nov.  16 Cash  received  from  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Co.,  for  Books  sold  by  them 


(2.)— DISBURSEMENTS : 


800  17  - 
£.  21,522  11  1 


£.  s.  d. 


Mr.  Palgrave,  Editor  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament : — 

Mar.  1831  "I 

to  '1831,  March  25,  one  year’s  salary,  due  this  day  - 
Mai.  1832. J Qa]en(jar  0f  Writs  of  Election  and  Returns,  Edward  2d, 
145  sheets,  at  0.1.  125.  6d.  per  sheet  - 
Completion  of  Digest  of  Persons,  Edward  2d ; Digests  of 
Places  and  Principal  Matters,  Edward  1st  & 2d,  250 
sheets,  at  3 1.  - 


£.  s. 
500  - 

380  12 
750  - 


d. 

6 


Corrections  of  77  sheets  of  Digest,  103  to  14,  at  1 1. 1 s. 


80  17  - 


N.  B. — The  corrections  of  the  preceding  sheets  have 
been  paid  to  Mr.  Palgrave  by  His  Majesty’s 
Printers,  upon  the  orders  of  Mr.  Caley. 


0.33. 


5 c 2 
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PAPERS  LAID  BEFORE  THE 


Appendix  (C.) 
No.  2. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 
Commissioners, 

1831-33- 


Disbursements ; viz.  £ s d 

Mar  1831"]  ®ne  year  s saIary>  Henry  Cole,  writing  clerk  - 125  - - 
to  j>Ditto,  William  Matchwick,  ditto  - - 34  - - 

Mar.  1832.J  Foxton,  jun.,  of  the  Remembrancer’s  Office, 

for  transcript  of  Exchequer  records  - - 694 

Stationery,  as  per  bills  - - - - 10  3 6 

Luxmore,  messenger  at  the  Tower  - - 11- 


Deduct  imprest  received  1830  - 

[This  bill  was  incurred  under  the  ai'rangement  made 
by  the  old  Commission.] 

King’s  Printer’s  Bill,  to  Christmas  1830: 
Calendars  of  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ; to  which  are 
prefixed  examples  of  earlier  proceedings  in 
that  court,  namely,  from  the  reign  of  Richard 
the  2d  to  that  of  Richard  the  3d  inclusive, 
from  the  originals  in  the  Tower  ; vol.  ii.,  157 
sheets  folio,  including  cancels,  No.  1,000,  £.  s.  d. 
with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  a’  4 1.  2 s.  643  14  - 
Very  many  alterations  and  corrections,  and 
deleted  matter  in  the  proofs  and  revises  - 143  16  - 
Used  for  this  volume  316  reams  of  fine  wove 
demy  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises,  in- 
cluding interest  and  insurance,  a’  29  s.  6 d.  466  2 - 
Working  in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title- 
page  - - - - - - - 6 15  - 

Binding  250  copies  of  this  volume  in  Basil, 
broad  bands,  filletted  and  double  lettered, 
a’ 8 s.  gd.  - - - - - - 109  7 6 

Tying  up  the  1,000  copies  in  brown  paper, 

and  porterage,  a’  3d.  - - - 12  10  - 


For  packing-cases,  carriage  and  postage  - 45 

For  various  bindings  of  the  public  records,  for 
special  purposes  - - - - - 61 


176  13  10 


- 1,588 


1830  : Paid,  by  Order  of  the  Commissioners;  viz 

Mar.  27. — Paid  to  Robert  Lemon  on  account  of  col- 
lating and  transcribing  documents  for  Ry- 
mer’s  Fcedera  ----- 
Interest  on  ditto  to  March  31st,  1831,  12 
months  ------ 

April  8 To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of 

correcting  proof  sheets  and 
compiling  indexes  to  proceed-  £.  s.  d. 
ings  in  Chancery ; vol.  ii.  - 164  7 6 

- 24. — To  Thomas  Cadell,  one  year’s 

warehouse-rent  to  Christmas 

1829  - - - - 63  - - 

- 26. — To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of 

compiling  calendars  and  in- 
dexes of  pleadings  - - 91  10  - 

- 27. — To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of 

repairing  and  binding  public 

records  - - - - 150  - - 


Interest  on  ditto,  1 1 months 


79  I2  8 

3 ’9  8 


468  17  6 


May  26. — To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of 
collating  and  transcribing  Re- 
cords for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  - 85  13  - 

To  ditto,  on  account  of  the  3d 
volume  of  Proceedings  in 
Chancery  - - - - 127  19  - 


213 


12  - 


Interest  on  ditto,  10  months  - - - 8 18  - 

July  9. — Paid  insurance  of  20,000 1,  on 
record  books,  to  Midsummer 
1831 55  - - 
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1830: 
July  19- 

- 20.- 

- 21.- 

Aug.  14-" 
Oct.  23.- 
_ 26.- 

Nov.  1.- 

Dec.  3.- 
- 20.- 


1829: 
Dec.  5, 

o-33- 


—To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  £.  s.  d. 
compiling  calendars  and  in- 
dexes of  pleadings  - - 104  12  - 

-To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of 
repairing  and  binding  public 
records  - - - 150  - - 

-To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of 
collating  and  transcribing  re- 
cords for  llymer’s  Fcedera  - 100  - - 


Interest  on  ditto,  8 months  ... 
-To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  collating  and 
transcribing  records  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera 
Interest  on  ditto,  seven  months  - 
-To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of 
repairing  and  binding  public 
records  - - - 150  — - 

-To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of 
the  third  volume  of  Proceed- 
ings in  Chancery  - - 246  16  6 

Interest  on  ditto,  five  months  - 
—To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of 
compiling  calendars  and  in- 
dexes of  pleadings  - - 97  17  6 

To  Francis  Palgrave,  on  account 
of  correcting  proof  sheets  of 
Parliamentary  writs  - - 134  8 - 

Interest  on  ditto,  four  months  - - 

—To  H.  W.  Walker,  for  copying 

Returns  to  Parliament  - 10  3 6 

To  Charles  Gay,  for  assistance 
in  preparing  Returns  to  Par- 
liament - - 27  3 - 

—To  ditto,  on  account  of  repair- 
ing andbindingpublic  records  100  - - 

Interest  on  ditto,  three  months  - - - 


396  16  6 


232  5 
3 17 


137  6 
1 14 


Interest  on  1,949/.  15  s.  6 d.,  the  money  advanced  in  the 
former  Account,  from  April  30th  to  August  17th,  1830, 
when  the  money  was  paid,  say  three  months  - 


24  7 6 


Deduct  paid  on  account 


3,639  16 
710  2 


[The  whole  of  this  Bill  is 
former  Commission.] 


i respect  of  work  done  under  the 


Mr.  Caley,  as  secretary  to  the  late  commission  - . 

Mr.  Richard  Price,  in  part  of  salary  (500 1.  a year)  as  editor  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  Chronicle  and  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  ------ 

[This- arrangement  was  made  by  the  former  Board.] 


Mr.  Thomas  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  for  Abridgment  of  £.  5.  d. 

Register  of  Seisins,  13  persons  employed  - - - 1,300  - - 

Register  of  Royal  Charters  ------  400  - - 

Transcripts  of  Parliamentary  Records  and  Royal  Char- 
ters, &c. 675  - - 

Balance  of  account  last  year  -----  - 37  - - 

In  arrear  of  Mr,  Thomson’s  salary,  from  June  1829  to 
April  1st,  1831  -------  - 500  - - 


[The  whole  a debt  due  from  the  old  Commission.] 

King’s  Printer’s  Bill,  Scotland,  to  Christmas  1830: 

. — Printing  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  186  sheets,  small 
pica,  folio,  with  corrections  and  extra  proofs,  26  copies, 
fine  medium  - --  --  --  - 492  4 6 

5 c 3 


2,912  - - 


(continued) 
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1830 : 

Dec.  31. — Printing  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  208  sheets,  small 
pica,  folio,  with  corrections  and  extra  proofs,  26  copies,  £. 
fine  medium  - - - --  --  - 539 


[The  whole  of  this  sum  was  due  from  the  old  Commission.] 

Mr.  Aneurin  Owen,  as  editor  of  the  Laws  of  Howell  Dhu  and  the  Welsh 
Chronicles,  in  part  of  salary  (250 1.  a year)  - 

[This  arrangement  made  by  the  old  Board.] 

Cleaning,  repairing  and  binding  of  the  Records  in  the  Augmentation 
Office,  Chapter-house,  Rolls’  Chapel,  and  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  - 
Rent  of  rooms  ------- 

Clerks’  salaries  ----------- 

Miscellaneous  transcribing,  printing,  books,  deed  boxes  for  Records, 
stationery,  parchment  for  mending  Records,  postage,  porterage, 
coach-hire,  &c.,  March  1831  to  March  1832  - 

Mar.  1832"]  Mr.  Palmer,  Calendar  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem  at  the  Rolls 

to  > Chapel  ---- ... 

Mar.  1 833. J [A  debt  of  the  old  Commission.] 

Mr.  Price,  editor  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws,  &c.  travelling  expenses 
[A  debt  of  the  old  Commission.] 

Ditto,  his  salary  - --  --  --  --  - 


King’s  Printer’s  Bill,  previous  to  March  12th,  1831 


Begun 

Dec.  i827.-Warehouse  rent  to  Christmas 

Calendar  of  Pleadings  in  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  vol.  iii. 
in  part,  6g  sheets,  folio,  No. 
1,000,  with  strong  ink  and 
extra  manner,  a’  4 1.  7 s.  6 d. 

Corrections  - 

Used  for  this  volume  138  reams 
of  fine  wove  demy  paper,  a’ 
27«- 


£.  s.  d. 
301  17  6 
9 16  - 


Begun 

1827.- 


.Yalor  Ecclesiasticus,  vol.  vi.  in 
part,  containing  Supplement 
and  Index,  41  sheets,  folio, 

No.  1,000, with  strongink  and 
extra  manner,  at  3 1.  13  s.  - 149  1 3 
Numerous  corrections  in  the 

proofs  and  revises  - - 33  17 

Used  for  this  volume  82  reams 

of  fine  wove  demy  paper,  265.  106  12 


Begun 

May  i830.-Calendar  of  the  Proceedings  in 
Chancery,  vol.  iii.  in  part,  52 
sheets,  folio,  No.  1,000,  with 
strong  ink  and  extra  manner, 
a’  4 1.  2 $.  - 

Numerous  alterations  and  cor- 
rections in  the  proofs  and 
revises  - - - - 

Used  for  this  volume  104  reams 
of  fine  wove  demy  paper, 
a’  26  s. 


June  iSso.-Fcedera  Conventiones,  &c.,  vol. 

iv.  in  part,  38  sheets,  folio, 
small  letter,  No.  500,  with  the 
finest  ink  and  extra  manner, 
a’  4 1.  7 s.  6 d.  - 
Many  corrections  in  the  proofs 
and  revises  - 
Used  for  this  volume  38  reams 
of  fine  thick  wove  demy  paper, 
a’  40  s.  6 d. 


76  19 


£.  • 
63 


257  *8 


£-  s.  d. 

1,031  14  _ 

50  - - 

387  11  6 
18  i5  _ 
70  9 6 

363  15  10 

177  - _ 

40  13  10 

| 575  - - 
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Begun 

1829.- 


Begun 
Jan.  1830.- 


-The  Parliamentary  Writs  and 
Writs  of  Military  Service,  vol. 
ii.  in  part,  226  sheets,  folio, 

No.  750,  with  strong  ink  and 
extra  manner,  viz.  30  sheets, 
a’  4 L 8 s.  - - - 132 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six 
sheets  of  Alphabetical  Digest, 
a’ 6/.  16s.  6d.  - - -1,337  H -] 

Innumerable  alterations  and  cor- 
rections in  the  proofs  and  re- 
vises, and  deleted  matter  - 333  10 
Forms  for  making  Entries  to  fa- 
cilitate the  compilation  of  the 
Digest  - - - - - 45  9 6( 

Used  for  this  volume  339  reams 
of  fine  wove  demy  paper,  a’ 

27  s. 461  14 

Used  two  reams  of  foolscap,  a’ 

22  s.  6 d.  - - - - 25 


-The  National  Historians,  vol.  i. 
in  part,  114  sheets,  folio,  No. 

750,  with  fine  ink  and  extra 
manner,  a’  2 1.  tgs.  6d.  - 339  3 

Extra  for  Saxon  and  references  - 16  14 

Innumerable  alterations  and  cor- 
rections in  the  many  proofs  and 
revises  -----  191  9 
Used  for  this  volume  171  reams  of 
fine  wove  crown  paper,  a’  21  s.  179  11 


2,312  12  6 I 


726  17 
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No.  2. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 
Commissioners, 

1831-33- 


Paid  on  account  of  this  sum  of  4,539 1.  19  s.  - 

[The  whole  of  this  sum  due  from  the  old  Commission.] 

Mr.  Caley,  balance  of  his  salary  of  325  l.  per  annum,  as  Secretary  to  the  former 
Board  - - - - - - - - - - ‘ 

Messrs.  Roworth,  for  printing  the  Account  of  the  Public  Records,  2 vols.  8vo. : the 
Proposal  for  a Record  Office,  8vo.:  the  Observations  on  the  Calendars  of  Chan- 
cery Proceedings,  &c.  - - - - - - - - - - 

Mr.  Robert  Lemon,  for  transcribing  and  collating  Documents  for  the  new  Edition 
of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  - - 

[A  debt  of  the  former  Commission.] 

Mr.  Palgrave,  Editor  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  one  year’s  salary  - £.  500  — - 
Correcting  45  sheets  - --  --  --  - 47  5- 

Text  of  Parliamentary  Writs,  200  sheets  - - - - - 41  o - - 

Chronological  Abstract,  55  sheets  - - - - - - 165-  - 

Mr.  Cole,  one  year’s  salary  - - - - - - - 125  — - 

Mr.  Matchwick,  the  like  - - - - - - - 36126 

Stationery,  &c.  - --  --  --  --  19  23 

[This  bill  also  incurred  under  the  old  arrangement.] 

Cleaning,  repairing  and  binding  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  Chapter 
House,  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  and  Rolls  Chapel  - 
Mr.  Holbrook,  as  Sub-Commissioner,  on  the  New  Edition  of  the  Fcedera,  one  year’s 
salary,  due  March  1831  - --  --  --  --  - 

[A  debt  of  the  old  Commission.] 

Balance  due  to  the  late  Mr.  Minchin,  as  editor  of  the  Calendar  of  Records  in  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  - --  ------ 

[A  debt  of  the  old  Commission.] 

Mr.  Bayley,  as  editor  of  the  Calendar  of  Chancery  Proceedings  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ------------ 

[A  debt  of  the  old  Commission.] 

Mr.  Webster,  arranging  of  the  Returns  made  from  the  Record  Offices  in  England 
and  Wales,  to  the  Circular  Questions  of  the  Board,  70  - - . - 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Mr.  Cole,  Mr.  Drescher  and  others,  for  editing  and 
transcribing  the  Close  Rolls,  on  account  - - 

Books  for  the  library  formed  for  the  use  of  the  editors,  sub-editors,  clerks  and  other 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  - --  --  --  - 

[The  few  hooks  that  belonged  to  the  old  Commissioners  were  kept  in  the 
Speaker’s  Galleiy,  and  were  inaccessible  to  those  for  whose  accommodation 
they  had  been  purchased.  The  present  library  is  in  Boswell-court,  where  the 
general  business  of  the  Board  is  carried  on ; and  the  library  is  open  from 
9 o’clock  in  the  morning  until  10  at  night,  and  often  to  a later  hour ; but  the 
°*33-  5 c 4 


4,250  - - 
262  10  - 
413  - 8 

42  15  4 


1,302  19  9 

578  7 9 
300  - - 

182  5 3 

150  - - 

105  - 

525  6 8 

497  6 - 


( continued ) 
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gentlemen  engaged  in  editing  the  works  are  allowed  the  use  of  any  volumes 
they  may  want  at  their  own  houses,  a liberty  of  which  most  of  them  avail 
themselves.  Of  many  expensive  volumes  in  constant  requisition,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  purchase  several  copies,  as  L’  Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates ; 
Lewis’s  Topographical  Dictionary ; the  quarto  edition  of  Madox  s History  and 
Antiquities  of  the  Exchequer,  &c.  &c.  Some  books  are  only  wanted  for  tem- 
porary purposes,  and  when  done  with,  will  be  exchanged  for  others,  with  the 
exception  of  those  (principally  German  works,)  of  which  no  copies  are  to  be 
found  in  the  library  of  the  British  Museum,  and  which  it  is  proposed  should 
be  presented  to  that  institution.] 

Mr.  Charles  Devon,  for  transcribing  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  Early  Fines,  and  other 
Records,  on  account  ---------- 

Mr.  Drescher,  half  a year’s  salary  - 

Mr  Henry  Cole,  for  transcribing  ancient  Foreign  Letters  in  the  lower  - - 

Mr.  William  Hardy,  for  transcripts  of  the  3d  volume  of  the  Calendars  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  Records  ----------- 

Mr.  Charles  Panton,  cleaning,  sorting  and  repairing  the  Pipe  Rolls,  Somerset-house 

Mr.  Baker,  transcripts  for  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council 

Catalogue  of  Ancient  Documents,  &c.  in  the  French  archives  - - - - 

Mr.  Henry  Cole,  one  month’s  salary  (150  l.  a year)  - - - - " " 

Messrs.  Hodgson,  Leaver,  Williams,  Bannister,  Bacon,  Maddon  and  Hardy,  tor 
various  transcripts,  copies  and  miscellaneous  work  and  assistance  - 
Messrs.  Koch,  Lappenberg,  Warnkcenig  and  Royer  Collard,  for  various  transcripts 
of  Historical  Documents  in  the  archives  and  libraries  of  Switzerland,  Germany, 
Belgium  and  France.  (These  transcripts  are,  for  the  most  part,  intended  as  a 
Supplement  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera.)  - 

Mr.  Smith,  for  keeping  the  accounts,  paying  the  workmen,  &c. ; his  salary  for 
a year  and  a quarter  ------- 

Mr.  Bennett,  clerk,  his  salary  for  12  months  - 

Rent  of  rooms  for  a year  ------ 

Laundress,  nine  months’  wages  - --  --  --  -- 

Dr.  Bandinell,  for  Report  of  the  uncatalogued  Manuscripts  and  Documents  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  that  may  be  useful  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  on 
account  - - - 

Secretary,  his  salary  for  a year  and  a half 

Miscellaneous  transcribing  and  copying,  bags  for  Records,  baskets  for  ditto,  desks 
and  stools  for  clerks,  parchment  for  mending  Records,  stationery,  postage,  porter- 
age, coach-hire,  &c. 

£. 


£•  s-  <1. 


150  - - 

40  - - 

20  - _ 

14  4 6 

45  13  9 
38  1 6 

21  _ _ 
12  io  - 

186  17  7 
178  18  3 


57  6 - 
70 

15 


50 

750 


608  13  2 


It  will  be  seen  by  a comparison  of  the  receipts  with  the  disbursements,  that  the  latter,  on 
the  12th  March  1833,  had  exceeded  the  former  by  the  sum  of  69  (.  45.  3 which  was  there- 
fore due  to  the  Board.  No  money  was  received,  either  from  the  Treasury  or  the  sale  of  books, 
between  the  12th  March  and  the  1 st  August  last.  The  accounts  of  the  disbursements  not  hav- 
ing been  made  up  subsequently  to  the  12  th  March,  no  Return  of  the  same  between  that  period 
and  the  1 st  August  can  be  conveniently  given  at  the  present  moment. 


NAMES  of  the  Sub-Commissioners  and  other  persons  now  engaged  in  Editing  and  Compiling 
the  different  Works  printed  and  undertaken  under  the  Superintendence  of  the  Record  Board; 
also,  of  the  Persons  employed  in  Cleaning,  Repairing  and  Sorting  the  Records,  and  as  Clerks, 
Copyists,  &c.;  with  a Statement  of  the  particular  Works  upon  which  they  are  engaged,  and  ot 
their  Salaries,  Wages  or  other  Remuneration. 


Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  Editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis,  &c.  &c. 
A Sub -Commissioner.  Salary,  1,000 1.  per  annum. 


[Under  the  old  Commission,  Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  emoluments  were 
It  is  proper  to  state,  that  in  case  of  this  gentleman  succeeding  to  tlx 
Records,  it  is  understood  that  the  emoluments  of  such  place  will  go 
under  the  Board.] 


much  more  considerable.^ 
: situation  of  Keeper  ot 
i reduction  of  his  salary 


Clerks  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave; 

William  Matchwick,  yearly  salary  - 

George  Aungier  ------- 

John  Thomas  Jowett  ------ 

Joseph  Brett  - --  --  --  - 

Henry  Williams  ------- 


£.  63 


- 63 

- 30 

- 30 


Mr.  Caley, 
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TVr  Caley,  Superintendent  of  the  cleaning,  sorting,  and  repairing  of  the  Records  in  the  Aug-  Appendix  (C.) 

ntation  Office,  Chapter  House,  Rolls  Chapel  and  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office.  Salary  500 1.  per  

;tne  unl  for  several  months  past  this  gentleman  has  been  unable  to  perform  this  duty,  which  has  Lu.  2. 

Ten  discharged  by  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Caley’s  great  age  renders  it  improbable  he  will  ever  again  Receipts,  &c.  of 
be  able  to  discharge  this  duty.  He  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  more  than  30  years.  Commissioners, 

Mr  Petrie,  (Keeper  of  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London,)  Principal  Editor  of  the  Materials  for  1831-33. 
the  History  of  Britain.  No  remuneration. 

Mr  Aneurin  Owen,  Editor  of  the  Laws  of  Howell  Dhu  and  the  Welsh  Chronicles,  being  part  of  the 
last-mentioned  work.  Salary  250 Z.  a year;  but  which  will  be  discontinued  in  March  next. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  Editor  of  the  Series  of  Pipe  Rolls,  &c.  &c.  A Sub-Commissioner. 

Salary  300 /.  per  annum  *. 

Mr.  Charles  Panton,  (of  the  late  Pipe  Office,)  Transcriber  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  at  the  rate  of  4^.  per 

^Mr^Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  (Record  Office,  Tower  of  London.)  He  is  principally  engaged  in 
editing  the  Close  Rolls,  of  which  one  volume  has  been  .published.  He  receives  two  guineas  per 
sheet  tor  passing  this  work  through  the.  press.  The  transcript  is  paid  at  4 1/.  a folio,  being  the  rate 
actually  paid  to  the  copyist. 

Mr  William  Kingston.  He  is  employed  as  a clerk,  under  Mr.  Hardy’s  superintendence,  f r va- 
rious miscellaneous  business  of  the  Board.  Salary  60 Z.  per  annum. 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  Editor  of  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council.  He  receives  150Z.  per  octavo 
volume.  Each  volume  has  a short  preface,  and  the  text  is  occasionally  elucidated  by  notes.  Three 
volumes  have  been  printed. 

Mr.  Baker.  He  transcribes  the  above  work  for  the  press,  at  the  rate  of  4 d.  per  folio.  He  also 
compiles  the  Indexes,  for  which  he  will  receive  4 Z.  4 s.  per  sheet. 

Mr  Charles  Roberts,  (Record  Office,  Tower,)  Compiler  and  Editor  of  the  Calendarium  Hmredum, 
designed  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  five  volumes  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem.  He  will 
receive  two  guineas  and  a half  per  sheet  (large  folio,  with  three  columns  in  each  page)  for  compiling 
from  the  original  Inquisitions,  and  two  guineas  per  sheet  for  Editorship. 

Sir  Henry  Ellis,  (Principal  Librarian  of  the  British  Museum,)  Editor  of  a volume  of  Records, 
supplemental  to  Domesday  Book,  consisting  of  Territorial  Surveys  to  the  time  of  King  John ; also 
of  a Territorial  Survey  of  Lands  in  Wales,  of  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Third.  Sufficient  pro- 
gress has  not  yet  been  made  in  these  works,  to  render  it  possible  to  come  to  any  definite  arrangement 
as  to  the  rate  of  remuneration. 

Mr  William  Hardy,  (Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,)  Compiler  and  Editor  of  the  third  volume  of  the 
Calendar  of  certain  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

He  will  receive  for  this  work  4 1.  4 s.  per  sheet  (large  folio)  for  compiling,  and  ills,  per  sheet  for 
passing  through  the  press. 

Mr  Charles  Devon,  (Record  Office,  Chapter  House,  Westminster.)  He  has  been  employed  in 
various  works,  but  from  peculiar  circumstances,  no  remuneration  has  been  given  him  except  as 
a transcriber  of  the  Chancellor's  Roll,  Early  Fines,  &c.  at  the  rate  of  4 d.  per  folio. 

Mr  Frederick  Devon,  (Record  Office,  Chapter  House.)  He  receives  a trifling  sum  for  extra  at- 
tendance at  the  Chapter  House,  in  order  to  facilitate  certain  works  in  progress  there. 

Mr  Joseph  Stevenson,  (MS.  Department,  British  Museum.)  He  is  engaged,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  in  making  a Calendar  of  the  Documents  transcribed  some  years  since  for  the  New 
Edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera.  No  final  arrangement  has  been  made  as  to  his  emolument. 

Mr.  Julius  Drescher.  Salary  80 Z.  per  annum.  Mr.  Edward  Augustus  Bond.  Salary  80 Z.  per 
annum.  These  two  gentlemen  are  engaged  in  certain  works,  to  which  the  Secretary  gives  his  volun- 
tary and  gratuitous  llbour  and  superintendence.  At  the  present  moment  Mr.  Lond  is  employed  in 
copying  the  valuable  but  long-neglected  Collectanea  of  Rymer,  m the  British  Museum. 

Mr.  Henry  Cole,  under  the  Secretary’s  superintendence,  has  the  direction  of  the  important  work 
of  cleaning,  repairing  and  sorting  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  King  s Remembrancer  s Office, 
and  the  whole  of  which,  under  a recent  Warrant  of  the  Treasury,  have  been  transferred  to  the  tem- 
porary custody  of  the  Board.  For  some  time  past,  too,  Mr.  Cole  has  had  the  direction  of  the  work 
of  cleaning,  repairing,  and  sorting  the  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  and  Ohapter  House. 

Mr.  Cole,  out  of  the  office  hours,  which  are  from  nine  to  four  o’clock,  has  other  occasional  employ- 
ment, for  which  he  is  remunerated  according  to  the  nature  of  the  work- 


The  Names  and  the  Emoluments  of  the  different  Persons  employed  in  the  departments  of  cleaning, 
repairing  and  sorting,  are  as  follows : 

Mr.  John  Trickey,  (Bag  Bearer  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,)  salary  150  Z.  a year. 

Richard  Downer  Bond,  salary  60  Z.  per  annum. 


Peter  Paul 
Henry  Barber  - 
Job  Barber 
Josiali  Blainey  - 
Richard  Martin 
Charles  Gay  - 
Henry  Gay 
James  Barber  - 
Robert  Hanney 


per  week  1 


6 Sir  Thomas  Phillipps,  Bart,  is  Honorary  Editor  of  the  Pipe  Rolls  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  II. 
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Mr.  George  Smith, 
tradesmen’s  bills,  &c. 
yearly  sum  of  55 1. 


He  pays  the  wages  of  the  persons  in  the  weekly  employ  of  the  Board,  the 
&c. ; he  also  keeps  the  accounts,  &c.  For  this  trouble  he  is  allowed  the 


William  Henry  Bennett.  His  time  is  wholly  occupied  in  fair  copying,  &c.;  the  letters  written 
or  dictated  by  the  Secretary  have  averaged  one  thousand  yearly.  He  receives  1 l.  5 s.  a week. 


John  Catling,  Porter  and  Messenger.  Wages,  1 1.  per  week. 


Mary  Smith,  Laundress,  20 1.  a year. 

There  are  some  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  works  proceeding  under  the  order  of  the  Board,  but 
their  relations  with  the  Board  will  be  of  such  brief  duration,  that  it  has  not  been  thought  proper  to 
introduce  their  names  into  the  foregoing  list.  Dr.  Bandmell  is  an  example. 


— No.  4.  — 

LIST  of  the  Principal  Works  Printed,  Compiled  and  Transcribed  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Record  Board,  since  March  1831,  and  also  of  those  now  in  Progress. 

A General  Introduction  to  Domesday  Book,  accompanied  by  Indexes  of  the  Tenants  in  Chief 
and  Undertenants  at  the  time  of  the  Survey,  as  well  as  of  the  Holders  of  Land  mentioned  in  Domes- 
day, anterior  to  the  formation  of  that  Record ; with  an  Abstract  of  the  Population  of  England  at  the 
close  of  the  Reign  of  William  the  Conqueror  ; 2 vols.  8vo.  (published.) 

Third  Volume  of  the  Calendars  to  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ; 
folio,  (published.) 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Clausarum  in  Turri  Londinensi,  asservati  ab  Anno  1204  ad  Annum  1224  folio, 
(vol.  i.  published,  vol.  ii.  printing.) 

The  Chancellor’s  Roll,  or  Antigraph  of  the  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  of  the  Third  Year  of  King  John, 
preserved  in  the  Chapter  House,  Westminster ; 8vo.  (published.) 

Rotulus  Magnus  Pipte  de  Anno  Tricesimo  Primo  Regis  Henrici  Primi,  commonly  called  the  Roll 
of  Stephen ; 8vo.  (published.) 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Equitable  Jurisdiction,  as  deduced  from  the  Ancient 
Transactions  of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament ; 8vo  (published.) 

An  Account  of  the  most  important  Records  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Publications  of  the  Record 
Commissioners ; together  with  other  Miscellaneous,  Historical  and  Antiquarian  Information ; 2 vols. 
8vo.  (published.)  This  Work  has  for  some  time  been  out  of  print. 

Appendix  and  General  Index  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  temp.  Henry  8th  ; folio.  This  forms  the 
6th  and  concluding  volume  of  the  Work.  (The  whole  of  the  volume  is  printed ; it  will  be  published 
in  a few  days.) 

Third  volume  of  the  Calendar  to  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  ; folio  (the  printing  nearly  finished.) 

Division  3 of  vol . ii.  of  the  Parliamentary  W rits,  &c.  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  2d ; folio  (the  printing 
nearly  complete.) 

Magnus  Rotulus  Pipm  de  Anno  Secundo  Regis  Henrici  Secundi ; 8vo.  (printing.) 

Magnus  Rotulus  Pips  de  Anno  Primo  Regis  Ricardi  Primi ; 8vo.  (printing.) 

A volume  of  Records,  supplemental  to  Domesday  Book,  consisting  of  Territorial  Surveys  to  the 
time  of  King  John ; folio,  (preparing  for  the  press.) 

A Territorial  Survey  of  Lands  in  Wales,  to  the  time  of  King  Edward  3d ; folio,  (preparing  for 
the  press.) 

Memoranda  de  Traditione  Magni  Sigilli  Angliae  Rotulis  Cancellarias  Excerpta;  8vo.  (transcribed 
for  the  press.) 

The  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the  Reigns  of  Richard  2d  and  Henry  4th,  Henry  5th  and  Henry 
6th  ; 3 vols.  8vo.  (printed,  and  will  shortly  be  published.) 

Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum ; 8vo.  (published.) 

Rotuli  Curias  ac  Justicariorum  Regis  of  the  Reigns  of  Richard  ist  and  John,  preserved  at  the  Chap- 
ter House;  8vo.  (printing.) 

Fines  of  the  Reigns  of  Richard  1st  and  John ; 8vo.  (The  whole  transcribed  for  the  press;  the 
printing  of  those  of  the  Reign  of  Richard  commenced.) 

A volume  of  Miscellaneous  Records  selected  from  the  Chapter  House.  Contents : — Rotulus  Lit- 
terarum Patentiuin  de  AnnoRegni  Regis  Johanis  Septimo;  Transcripta  Litterarum  Patentium 
Hiberni  Temporibus  Regum  Henrici  Quinti  et  Sexti ; Placita  ( Anno  52  Regis  Henrici  Tertii)  de 
Terris  datis  et  occupatis  Occasione  Turbacionis  in  Regno  Anglite;  8vo.  (printed,  and  will  shortly  be 
published.) 

Appendix 
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Appendix  to  the  volume  of  Nona  Rolls,  (transcribed  for  the  press.)  Appendix  (C.) 

Petitions  in  Chancery  in  the  Reigns  of  Edward  3d,  Richard  2d,  Henry  4th,  Henry  5th,  Henry  6th  — — 

and  Edward  4th,  (transcribed  for  the  press.)  . 

Office  Calendar  of  the  whole  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Reign  of  John  now  remaining  at  the  Tower,  (the  c^^Sg{onejs^ 
transcript  nearly  finished.)  1831-33. 

Office  Calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  at  the  Tower,  (transcribing.)  ; 

Manuscripts  containing  a Series  of  Docquets  of  all  Commissions,  Grants  of  Honours,  Pardons, 
and  other  Patents  of  Charles  1st,  while  he  was  at  Oxford,  from  28th  November  1642  to  the  11th 
June  1646.  This  Manuscript  is  amongst  the  collections  of  Sir  William  Dugdale,  in  the  Library  of 
the  Ashmolean  Museum,  Oxford  ; 8vo.  (transcribed  for  the  press.) 

Ancient  Historical  Records  and  Documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation  of  Salisbury, 

(transcribing.) 

Catalogue  of  the  inedited  Manuscripts  and  Papers  illustrative  of  the  General  and  Local  History 
of  the  Country,  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  and  not  described  in  any  printed  work, 

(compiling.) 

Appendix  to  the  four  volumes  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  preserved  at  the  Tower.  (This  is 
the  Calendarium  Heeredum.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  this  compilation  ; no  part  is 
yet  printed.) 

A Proposal  for  the  Erection  of  a General  Record  Office,  Judges’  Hall  and  Chambers,  and  other 
Buildings,  on  the  Site  of  the  Rolls  Estate  ; 8vo.  (published.) 

Questions  circulated  under  the  authority  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records 
of  the  Kingdom,  with  the  view  of  procuring  Information  respecting  Records,  Manuscripts,  &c.  in 
the  possession  of  Corporations  and  Individuals,  illustrative,  of  History  and  Antiquities  of  England 
and  Ireland,  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  Norman  Isles;  folio,  pp.  26. 

Catalogue  of  Documents  from  the  year  790  to  the  Close  of  the  15th  Century,  preserved  in  the 
Archives  of  France,  Hotel  Soubise,  Paris ; List  of  Manuscripts  and  Documents  connected  with 
British  History  and  Literature,  in  the  Libraries  and  Archives  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  &c. ; 8vo. 

(Printed.  These  will  form  the  Appendix  to  the  Secretary’s  Report  on  the  plan  to  be  adopted  in  the 
continuation  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera.) 

Foreign  State  Letters  in  the  Tower  of  London;  being  Letters  from  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain, 
the  Kings  of  the  Romans,  the  Dukes  of  Norway,  and  the  Earls  of  Holland  and  Flanders,  addressed 
to  the  Kings  of  England  and  Britain,  during  the  period  that  elapsed  from  the  beginning  of  the  Reign 
of  Henry  3d  to  the  end  of  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  3d. 

Proceedings  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  June  1832, 

August  1833.  (l  vol.  folio.  Printed,  but  not  for  sale.)  This  volume  contains  numerous  Extracts 
from  the  early  Wardrobe  Accounts ; the  Memoranda  Rolls ; the  Placita  Curia;  Regis ; the  Early 
Fines,  &c. ; and  copies  of  numerous  short  ancient  Records  and  Documents.  It  will  be  found  in  the 
Library  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain  ; folio.  The  first  volume  is  printed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Prolegomena.  The  principal  contents  are,  Gildas,  Nennius,  Bede,  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  the  Welsh 
Chronicle,  Asser,  Athelweard’s  Chronicle,  Florence  of  Worcester,  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  Simeon  of 
Durham,  &c. 


Besides  the  foregoing  Works,  various  Reports  and  Papers  have  been  printed  for  the  private  use  of 
the  Board ; the  principal  of  which  are, 

Mr  Illingworth’s  Observations  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Four  Courts  at  Westminster,  and  on 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1800,  for  rendering 
them  more  accessible  to  the  Public ; 8vo. 

Observations  on  the  Calendars  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  and  on  the  Parliamentary 
Writs  ; 8vo. 

Report  of  the  Committee,  on  the  Utility  and  Expediency  of  collecting  and  publishing  the  Consti- 
tutional Records,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  Accession  of  Edward  1st;  8vo. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mode  of  remunerating  the  Sub-Commissioners ; 8vo. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker,  upon  the 
Parliamentary  Writs ; 8vo. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Protheroe,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  upon  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; 8vo. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Calendars  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ; 8vo. 

The  Bill  of  John  Bayley,  Esq.  Principal  Clerk  in  the  Record  Office,  Tower,  for  Searches,  Office 
Copies,  &c.  of  Records  relative  to  the  Claim  of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  to  the  Town  Dues; 
folio,  pp.  32. 


Work  of  Cleaning,  Repairing,  Sorting,  Describing,  and,  Cataloguing  the  Recards. 

There  is  an  important  work,  of  a different  nature  from  any  of  those  above  mentioned,  and  which 
is  also  carried  on  with  the  greatest  diligence  under  the  orders  of  the  Board,  that  is  to  say ; the  opera- 
tion of  cleaning,  repairing,  sorting,  describing,  and  cataloguing  Records  and  Manuscripts  in  different 
offices.  Some  notion  of  the  extent  of  this  operation  may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that  in  the  Aug- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix-  (C.) 
No..  2. 

Receipts,  &c.  oi 
Commissioners, 

1&31-1833- 


764 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


mentation  Office  alone,  15,483  Records  have  been  cleaned  flatted,  &c.  since  the  sad  of  June  Hut* 
whilst  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  the  number  of  Miscellaneous  Records  cleaned,  repaired, 
described,  catalogued  and  arranged  chronologically,  from  the  23d  May  to  the  28th  instant,  amounts 
to  3,028,  of  which  105  belong  to  the  reign  of  Henry  3d  and  preceding  reigns,  1,212  to  the  reign  of 
Edward  1st,  658  to  that  of  Edward  2d,  and  the  remainder  to  the  reign  of  Edward  3d. 

But  this  is  not  all  that  has  been  done  in  this  particular  department ; for,  to  use  the  words  of  a 
recent  Return  to  the  Board.  “ besides  this  work,  much  sortation  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  has  taken  place,  and  many  thousand  Writs,  Charters,  Inquisitions, 
and  small  instruments  have  been  cleaned,  many  arranged,  and  all  the  remainder  ready  for  arrange- 
ment ; so  that  the  Catalogue  and  number  of  Rolls  above  given  (3,028)  is  only  a portion  of  the  work, 
perhaps  Jive-eighths.” 

These  Miscellaneous  Records  were  formerly  in  the  wooden  shed  in  Westminster  Hall,  where  great 
numbers  were  destroyed  by  the  damp;  and  they  have  recently,  under  a warrant  from  the  Treasury, 
been  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  Record  Commissioners.  They  are  for  the  most  part  of  great 
value  Many  of  the  same  class  were  purloined  and  sold  about  three  years  ago,  when  several  were 
purchased  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  who  gave  for  one  the  sum  of  wol,  and  for  another  the  sum  of 
73/.  10s.  The  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  also  bought  several ; two  of  them  at  the  price  of 
51  /.  12  s.  each. 


— No.  5.  — 

ALPHABETICAL  LIST  of  the  Libraries  to  which  the  Works  printed  under  the  Direction  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  are  presented;  1833, 


Note.— The  Libraries  marked  thus  * are  those  to  which  the  works  were,  first  given  by- order  of  the 
present  Board. 


England,  Ireland  and  Scotland. 


Aberbrothock,  the  Subscription  Library. 
Aberdeen,  New,  the  University  of  Marischal 
College. 

— - Old,  the  University  of  King’s  Col* 

lege. 

Armagh,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Bangor,  the  Cathedral  Library 
Bath  Institution. 

Birmingham  Library,  Birmingham. 

Bishops  Auckland,  Bishop  of  Durham's  Library. 
Bristol  Library  Society. 

— the  Cathedral  Library. 

Cambridge,  Catherine  Hall. 

— Christ’s  College. 

— Clare  Hall. 

— Corpus  Christi  College. 

— Downing  College. 

— Emanuel  College. 

— Gonvil  and  Caius  College.. 

— Jesus  College. 

— King’s  College. 

— Magdalen  College. 

— Pembroke  Hall; 

— Public  Library. 

— Queen’s  College. 

— Saint  John’s  College. 

— Saint  Peter’s  College. 

— Sidney  Sussex  College,. 

— Trinity  College. 

— Trinity  Hall. 

Canterbury,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Carlisle,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Chester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Chichester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Cork  Royal  Institution. 

Coventry  Subscription  Library. 

Cupar,  Fife,  Public  Library. 

Doncaster  Library. 

Dublin  Castle  Library. 


Dublin,  Christ  Church,  the  Cathedral  Library; 

— King’s  Inns  Library. 

— ‘Library  Society. 

— Office  of  Ulster  King  at  Arms. 

— Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle. 

— Royal  Academy. 

— Society. 

— St-  Patrick,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— Stevens’  Hospital. 

— Trinity  College. 

‘Dundee,  Public  Library. 

Durham,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Edinburgh,  the  College  of  the  University  Library. 
— General  Registry  House. 

— the  Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advo- 

cates. 

— the  Writers  to  His  Majesty’s  Signet; 

— the  Lyon  Office. 

Ely,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Eton  College  Library. 

Exeter,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

Fulham,  Bishop  of  London’s  Library. - 
Glasgow,  the  University  Library. 

Gloucester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Hartlebury  Castle,  Worcestershire,  Bishop,  of 
Worcester’s  Library. 

Hereford,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Hertford,  East  India  College. 

Hull  Subscription  Library. 

♦Ipswich,  Corporation,  for  use  of  County  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Leeds  Subscription  Library. 

Lichfield,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Lincoln,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Liverpool  Royal  Institution. 

Llandaff,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

London,  Antiquaries,  Society  of. 

London, 
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London,  Arts,  Society  of,  Adelphi. 

Auditors  of  Land  Revenue. 

Augmentation  Office. 

British  Museum. 

Chapter  House,  Westminster. 

Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests,  and 

Land  Revenues. 

Corporation  of  London,  Guildhall. 

Doctors’  Commons  Library. 

Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

__  First  Fruits  Office. 

Gray’s  Inn  Library. 

Heralds’  College. 

House  of  Commons  Library. 

Lords  Library. 

_ Inner  Temple  Library. 

__  Institution. 

— Irish  Office. 

_ *King’s  College, 

King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  Ex- 
chequer. 

__  Lambeth  Palace. 

Law  Institution. 

Lincoln’s- Inn  Library. 

Lord  Treasurer's  Remembrancer’s  Office, 

Exchequer. 

Middle  Temple  Library. 

Rolls  Chapel. 

__  Royal  Institution. 

— Library,  British  Museum. 

— Society. 

St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  Library. 

Sion  College. 

_ State  Paper  Office. 

Tower  Record  Office. 

— Town  Clerk’s  Office. 

University  Library. 

— Westminster,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— Williams,  Dr.  Library,  Red  Cross- 
street. 

Manchester,  Library  in  the  College. 

— Portico  Library. 

Montrose,  Public  Library. 

Newcastle,  Literary  and  Philosophical  Library. 
Norwich,  Library  of  the  Corporation. 

— the  Cathedral  Library. 

*Nottingham,  Subscription  Library. 

Ossory,  the  Cathedral  Library, 

Oxford,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— All  Soul’s  College. 

— *Ashmolean  Museum. 

— Baliol  College. 

— Bodleian  Library. 

— Brazen  Nose  College. 

— Christ  Church  College. 

— Corpus  Christi  College. 

— Exeter  College. 

— Hertford  College. 

— Jesus  College. 

— Lincoln  College. 

— Magdalen  College. 

— Merton  College. 

— New  College. 


Oxford,  Oriel  College. 

— Pembroke  College. 

— Queen’s  College. 

— Radcliffe  Library. 

— Saint  John’s  College. 

— Trinity  College. 

— University  College. 

— Wadham  College. 

— Worcester  College. 

Peterborough,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Beading  Literary  Institution. 

Ripon,  Library  of  the  Collegiate  Church. 
Rochester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Rose  Castle,  Cumberland,  Bishop  of  Carlisle’s 
Library. 

Salisbury,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

^Sandhurst,  Library  of  the  Royal  Military  Col- 
lege. 

Sheffield  Subscription  Library. 

Shrewsbury  School  Library. 

Southwell,  Library  of  the  Collegiate  Church. 

St.  Andrew’s,  University  Library. 

St.  Asaph,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

St.  David’s,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Taunton,  Somerset  and  Taunton  Institution. 
Waterford,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Wells,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Winchester,  the  College  Library. 

— the  Cathedral  Library. 

Worcester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Yarmouth,  Public  Library. 

York,  Subscription  Library. 

— the  Cathedral  Library. 

Foreign  Libraries, 

Berlin,  the  Royal  Library. 

Berne,  the  Public  Library. 

*Bremen,  the  Public  Library. 

*Bruxelles,  the  Public  Library. 

Copenhagen,  the  Royal  Library. 

‘“Dresden,  the  Royal  Library. 

“Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  Public  Library. 
“Florence,  the  Public  Library. 

Gottingen,  the  University  Library. 

'“Ghent,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

“Genoa,  the  Public  Library. 

Hanover,  His  Majesty’s  Library. 

“Hamburg,  the  Library  of  the  Senate. 

* Halle,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

* Leipzig,  the  University  Library. 

“Lubeck,  the  Library  of  the  Senate. 

* Munich,  the  Royal  and  National  Library. 
“Moscow,  the  Imperial  Library. 

Palis,  the  Royal  Library,  Rue  Richelieu. 

* — Library  of  the  Chamber  of  Peers. 
•Petersburgh,  the  Imperial  Library. 

“Rome,  the  Vatican  Library. 

* Stockholm,  the  Royal  Library. 

'“Tubingen,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

* Turin,  the  Royal  Library. 

* Vienna,  the  Imperial  Library. 

“Wolfenbiittel,  the  Public  Library. 

« Washington,  the  Library  of  the  United  States; 
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The  publications  of  the  old  Commissioners  have  been  always  given  to  the  Sub-Commissioners  and 
gentlemen  in  the  frequent  employ  of  the  Board.  Occasionally,  too,  the  same  publications  have  been 
given  to  persons  engaged  in  historical  and  antiquarian  pursuits.  Complete  sets  have  been  given  (tent) 
to  Dr.  Southey  and  Dr.  Lingard ; particular  Works  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Edward  Baines,  Mr. 
Douce,  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  Mr.  George  Baker,  &c. 

The  total  value  of  the  Works  so  given  to  Public  Libraries  and  individuals  exceeds  the  sum  of 
35,000  L . , „ 

A smaller  number  of  copies  is  printed  of  the  Works  of  the  new  Board,  and  it  is  not  therefore  in- 
tended to  send  them  to  the  whole  of  the  above-mentioned  Libraries.  . . 

In  making  a selection,  it  will  probably  be  thought  expedient  to  omit  the  College  Libraries  at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  the  Cathedral  Libraries,  and  many  of  the  Public  Offices  in  London, 
Dublin,  &c. 


Lincoln’s  Inn,"! 
Dec.  30, 1833./ 


C.  P.  Cooper,. 

Sec.  Com.  Pub.  Rec. 


0-33. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM.  THE 


Appendix  (C.) 
No.  2. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 
Commissioners, 

1833-1835- 


- No.  3.  - 


A RETURN  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  the  Record  Commission,  from  the  12th 
March  1833  (the  period  down  to  which  the  Account  of  such  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
is  brought  by  the  Return  dated  30th  December  1833,)  to  31st  December  1835;  showing  the 
Dates  of  the  Chief  Payments,  the  mode  in  which  the  last  Parliamentary  Grant  has  been 
expended  the  Liabilities  of  the  Commission,  and  the  Cost  of  the  principal  Works;  also  the  Names 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners,  Editors,  Clerks,  Transcribers,  Workmen,  and  others,  m the  employ  0f 
the  Commission,  and  a Statement  of  their  Salaries  or  other  Remuneration ; a List  of  the  chief 
Works  published,  printed,  compiled  or  transcribed  since  lath  March  1831 ; a List  of  the  Libraries 
and  other  Repositories  at  home  and  abroad,  to  which  its  Publications  in  the  whole,  or  in  great 
part  have  been  presented  by  His  Majesty ; and  a Catalogue  of  the  Books  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  Commission,  since  the  lath  March  1831.— Presented  to  The  House  of  Commons  pursuant 
to  order. 


jggg;  (1.) — RECEIPTS; 

Sept.  23. — Cash  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  being  the 
Parliamentary  Grant  for  the  year  March  1833  to  March 

1834  

Jan.1*- Cash  received  from  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Co.,  for  books  sold 

by  them  --------- 

June  16 Cash  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  being  the 

Parliamentary  Grant  for  the  year  March  1834  to  March 

1835  

April  ^30. Cash  received  from  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Co.,  for  books  sold 

by  them  - --  --  --  -- 

Aug,  20. — Cash  received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  being  the 
Parliamentary  Grant  for  the  year  March  1835  to  March 

1836  

Nov.  2. — Cash  received  for  official  fees  for  searches  in  the  Augmen- 
tation Office  Records  

[See  the  remark  at  the  end  of  the  Account  of  Disburse- 
ments.] 


£.  s.  d. 

8.000  - - 
808  6 - 

10.000  - - 
379  8 1 

10,000  - - 
52  6 4 


29,240  - 5 


(2.)— DISBURSEMENTS : 

£.  s.  d. 

1834-  King’s  Printers’ Bills. 

Jan.  2.— Balance  of  King’s  Printers’  Bill  for  certain  works  done  pre- 
viously to  the  issuing  of  the  present  Commission  - 

[See  the  last  Return  as  printed  by  Order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  pages  4 and  5.] 

1834:  Account  for  Printing,  &c. 

Jan.  2. — Calendars  of  the  proceedings  in  Chancery, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  from  the 
originals  in  the  Tower,  Vol.  3 (remainder), 
50  £ sheets  folio,  No.  1,000,  with  strong 

£.  s.  d. 

ink  and  exta  manner,  a’  4 1.  2 s. 

207  1 - 

Numerous  alterations  and  corrections  in  the 

proofs  and  revises  - - * - 

Used  for  this  volume  101  £ reams  of  fine 
wove  demy  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  re- 

35  8 - 

vises,  a’  26  s. 

131  19  - 

Writing  in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title- 

page 

Binding  250  copies  of  this  volume  in  basil, 
broad  bands,  filletted  and  double  lettered, 

6 15  - 

a’  7 s.  9 d. 

Tying-up  the  250  copies  in  brown  paper,  and 
porterage,  a’  3 d.  - 

[This  is  one  of  the  volumes,  the 
printing  of  which  had  been  commenced 
by  the  old  Commission.] 

Calendarium  Inquisitionum  Post  Mortem, 
vol.  5,  in  part,  six  sheets  folio,  viz. 

96  17  6 
326 

♦81  3 - 

Printed  off  three  sheets,  No.  1 ,000,  a’  3 J.  1 1 s. 

10  13  - 

Composed  three  sheets,  a’  2 1.  7s. 

7 1 ~ 

Corrections  on  ditto  - 

Used  for  the  three  sheets,  six  reams  of  fine 

5 8 - 

wove  demy  paper,  a’ 26s.  6tf. 

[This  volume  belongs  to  a work  of 
the  former  Commission.] 

7 19  - 

31  1 - 
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1834: 


. Printing  New  Works  : 


jan_  2. Record  Commission,  12th  March  1831, 

printed  in  8vo.  for  the  use  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, on  fine  thick  royal  paper,  No.  50 
Labels  for  ditto,  No.  25  - - - 

July  8, A General  introduction  to  Doomsday  Book, 

by  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  2 vols.  demy  8vo,  68 
sheets,  No.  500,  a’  2 Z.  1 1 s.  6 d.  - 
Extra  for  Index,  Saxon,  proofs,  labels,  and 
corrections  ------ 

Used  for  the  above  volumes  68  J reams,  and 
for  proofs  and  revises,  a’  26  s. 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Clausarum  in  Turri  Lon- 
dinensi  Asservati,  vol.  1,  210  sheets  folio, 
including  half-sheet  cancelled,  No.  500, 

a’  3 Z.  5s-  - 

Corrections  and  deleted  matter  in  the 
proofs  and  revises  - - - 

Specimen  of  the  Work,  proofs  of  the  Intro- 
duction, engraving  on  wood,  and  working 
in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title-page  - 
Used  for  the  210  sheets  211  reams  of  fine 
wove  demy  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  re- 
vises, a’  2 6 s. 

Rotulus  Cancellarii,  vel  Antigraphum  Magni 
Rotuli  Pipse  de  Tertio  Anno  Regni  Regis 
Johannis,  royal  8vo,  48  sheets,  including 
cancels  and  Appendix,  not  used,  No.  250, 
a’  3Z.  3«-  6tZ. 

Five  sheets  composed,  not  printed  off,  at 
2 Z.  14  s.  6 d. 

Extra  for  indexes,  tables,  small  letter,  proofs 
and  corrections  - 

Paid  for  engraving  on  copper  four  pages  of 
specimens  of  Pipe  Roll,  and  printing  300 
sets  on  large  royal  paper  - 
Used  for  the  above  volume  24  \ reams  of 
fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and 
revises,  a’  32  s. 

Magnus  Rotulus  Scaccarrii  de  Anno  Trice- 
simo  Primo  Regni  Henrici  Primi,  royal 
8 vo,  13  J g sheets, No.  250,  a’  3Z.  35.  (id. 
Extra  for  Index,  and  corrections  and  extra 
copies  ------ 

Used  for  the  above  volumes  seven  reams  of 
fine  wove  royal  paper,  a’  32  i. 

An  Essay  upon  the  Authority  of  the  King’s 
Council,  demy  8vo,  10  | sheets,  No.  250, 
a’  1 Z.  17  «. 

Corrections  and  small  letter  on  ditto 
Used  5 \ reams  of  fine  demy  paper,  a’  26s.  - 


Account  for  Binding,  &c. 

2.— For  various  bindings  of  the  Public  Records, 
for  special  purposes  in  1831,  including 
sets  for  the  Commissioners ; also  for  bind- 
ing copies  of  the  Commission 
Carriage  and  Postage  - 

[The  above  bindings,  and  carriage  and 
postage,  were  principally  for  works 
given  to  foreign  libraries.] 


3 10 
- 4 


3 H 6 


175 
80  i 


1,068  13  6 


13  12  6 


27  8 - 


283  6 6 


23  13  - I 
6 16 


351  I9 
33  *7  - I 


49  18 


385 


Appendix  (C.) 


£ 9 d iN0,  3- 

' * ' " Receipts,  &c.  of 

Commissioners, 
1833-35- 


1,826  5 


9 


385  16  - 
(continued) 
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No.  2. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 
Commissioners, . 
18.33-35- 


1834: 

July  8. — Binding  26  copies  of  the  General  Introduction 
to  Doomsday  Book, in  maroon  coloured  cloth, 
lettered,  2 vols.  at  3 4 d. 

Binding  474  copies  of  ditto  in  green,  2 vols.,  at 


Carriage  and  postage  - 

For  various  bindings  of  the  Public  Records  for 
special  purposes,  in  1832  - 

Binding  250  copies  of  Rotuli  Litterarum  Clau- 
sarum  in  basil,  broad  bands,  filletted  and 
double  lettered,  at  8 s.  3 d. 

Tying-up  the  500  copies  in  brown  paper,  and 
porterage,  at  3 d. 

Binding  25  copies  of  Rotulus  Cancellarii  ii 
puce  coloured  cloth,  lettered,  at  1 s.  4 d. 

Binding  225  copies  of  ditto  in  green,  at  1 i 

Binding  25  copies  of  Magnus  Rotulus  Scaccarij 
in  puce  coloured  cloth,  lettered,  at  X s.  2 d.  - 

Binding  225  copies  of  ditto  in  green,  at  lod.  - 

Binding  25  copies  of  Essay  on  the  Authority  of 
the  King’s  Council  in  puce  coloured  cloth, 
lettered,  at  1 s.  - 

Binding  225  copies  of  ditto  in  green,  at  9 d.  - 


g Other  Bills  for  Printing ; 

Sept26 Messrs.  Roworth  and  Son,  for  printing  Report  of  Committee  on  Remune- 

ration of  Sub-Commissioners ; Ditto,  on  Mr.  Palgrave,  &c. ; Ditto,  Mr. 
Bayley’s  publication ; Remarks  on  Mr.  Palgrave’s  Reply ; Letter  oi 
Bishop  of  Llandaif ; Ditto,  from  Mr.  Protheroe  ; Mr.  Webster’s  speci- 
men of  Index ; Questions  to  Record  Keepers,  Town  Clerks,  &c. ; Pro- 
posal for  erection  of  General  Record  Office ; Correspondence,  Survey 
and  Plans;  Survey  of  principal  Repositories  of  Public  Records  ; Bill  ot 
John  Bayley,  Esq. ; Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum  ; Appendix  B.  to 
Mr.  Cooper’s  Report  on  the  Feeders,  with  plates ; Sundry  Circulars, 
&c.  &c.  - - - * • ' " " “ ~ 

Nov.  7.— Messrs.  Roworth  and  Son,  for  printing  Appendixes  to  Mr.  Coopers 
Report  on  the  Feeder  a - --  --  --  -- 

June3x8.— Messrs.  Roworth  and  Son,  for  printing  the  Volume  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Commissioners  - 

Augf  22.— Messrs.  Roworth  and  Son,  for  printing  Appendixes  to  Mr.  Cooper’s 
Report;  Papers  relative  to  Mr.  Pitcairn’s  Case;  Papers  relative  to 
Building  a general  Record  Office  ; also  for  Plans,  Lithographs,  &c. 


240  15 


472  13 
1,282  2 


3 

6 

6 


g Other  Bills  for  Binding,  &c. : 

Aug.  2t'.— Messrs.  Roworth  and  Son,  for  binding  various  works,  printed  by  them  for 
the  Commission  ” “ 

- 2 X Messrs.  Roworth  and  Son,  repaid  to  them  the  cost  of  Advertisements  - 

[These  advertisements  were  partly  of  new  works,  but  for  the  most 
part  of  the  questions  which  it  was  required  should  be  answered,  to 
entitle  public  libraries  and  other  repositories  to  a set  of  the  new 
publications.] 


37  19  7 
42  10  q 


Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  Editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs;  paid  him  the  following 
Bill. 

X832,  1833. Sir  F.  Palgrave  in  Account  with  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public 

Records. 


Disbursements : £.  s.  d. 

Mr.  Cole,  salary,  15  March  1832,  30  June  X832  - - 33  15  - 

Mr.  Matchwick,  salary,  28  January  X832  to  28  January 

1833,  including  a balance  from  preceding  year  - - 69  12  XI 

Mr.  Parsons,  salary,  one  quarter  of  a year,  1 September, 

x December  1832 - - 710- 

Mr.  Burtt,  salary,  one  quarter  of  a year,  15  December  1832, 

X5  January  1833  - - - - - - - 710- 

Duty  upon  clerks  - - - - - - - 3 ~ ~ 

Stationery  and  binding  - - - - - - - 14  10  9 


135  18  3 
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Editorial  Charges : 


£.  5.  d. 


Text  of  Parliamentary  "Writs,  collected,  transcribed  and  collated  for  £.  s.  d. 

the  press,  190  sheets,  at  2 Z.  2 s.  per  sheet 399  - - 

Chronological  Abstract  prefixed  thereto,  70  sheets,  at  3 Z.  per  sheet  - 210  - - 

Correcting  the  press  of  38  sheets  of  Digest  - - - - - 60  18  - 

One  year’s  Salary,  due  25th  March  1833 5°°  - - 


£.1,305  16  3 


Charge  for  collating,  &c.  six  sheets  of  Borough  Charters,  disallowed 
by  Mr.  Cooper  on  statement  of  Accounts  - 

Balance  received  from  Mr.  Cooper 


18  - - 
- - - £. 


1,287  *6  3 


[The  above  volume  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  was  left  unfinished  by  the 
old  Board.] 
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No.  3. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 

Commissioners, 

1833-35- 


Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  editor  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  and  other  works,  his 
salary;  1833,  September  26th,  250 Z. ; October  26th,  250/. ; 1834,  January  23d, 

250/.;  June  18th,  250 Z. 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  salaries  of  his  clerks,  &c.;  1833,  September  26th,  61 Z.  10  s. ; 
October  26th,  61/.  10  s.;  1834,  January  23d,  62  Z.  15s.;  June  18th, 

81/.  15  9d- 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  payments  on  account  of  his  salar]'  and  the  salaries  of  his 
clerks,  and  the  extra  remuneration  to  Messrs.  Devon  and  Clarke,  conformably  to 
the  Treasury  Minute  made  when  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  was  appointed  Keeper  of 
the  Records  at  the  Chapter-house,  and  to  the  Report  transmitted  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  Letter  of  the  24th  April  1834 : — 
1834,  June  18th,  200 Z. ; July  29th,  200 Z. ; October  20th,  200 Z. ; 1835,  Ja- 
nuary 15th,  200 Z. ; August  22d,  459/.  9«. ; August  22d,  100 Z. ; 1835,  Octo- 
ber 5th,  5 Z.;  October  31st,  200  Z. ; December  26th,  200  Z.  - 
Mr.  Caley,  two  years’ salary ; 1833,  September  25th,  1,000  Z.;  one  year’s  ditto, 

due  Lady-day  1834,  July  3d,  500 Z. 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  editor  of  the  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of 
England;  1833,  April  13th,  100  l. ; September  25th,  50/.;  November  5th, 
100/.;  1834,  February  7th,  100 Z.;  26th,  50 Z. ; May  10th,  150 L;  July  24th, 

100 Z. ; October  14th,  150  Z. ; 1835,  January  8th,  100/. 

Mr.  Baker,  clerk  to  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  Transcripts  for  the  above  Work,  and  for 
compiling  the  Indexes;  1833,  April  2d,  44 Z.  9 s. ; June  26th,  20 Z. ; Septem- 
ber 25th,  40 Z. ; September  25th,  27  Z.  4 s.  10  of. ; December  23d,  46 1.  ■ 1834, 
May  7th,  28  l.is.-,  June  18th,  46 Z.  4 s.  4 d. ; August  5th,  49  Z.  13  *•  4 d. ; Sep- 
tember 20th,  32 Z.  18  s.  4 d. ; November  15th,  42  Z.  7 s.  6d. ; 1835,  August  21st, 
112  Z.  15  s.  8 d.  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  editor  of  the  Close  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls,  the  Norman 
Rolls,  &c.  &c. ; 1833,  April  20th,  16Z.  16  $. ; June  5th,  20 Z. ; July  6th,  20  Z. ; 
26th,  5 1.  5 «. ; July  ist,  30 Z. ; August  27th,  9 Z.  9 s. ; September  20th,  3 1-  3 ; 
25th,  282  l.  3 s.  6rf. ; 25th,  30 1. ; 28th,  11 1.;  29th,  60  L;  December  12th, 
100  l.;  1834,  February  28th,  50  l..;  21st,  100 1.;  May  22d,  50/.;  30th,  50  Z. ; 
July  4th,  100  Z. ; August  11th,  100  Z.;  October  4th,  100  Z. ; November  1st, 
50  Z. ; 29th,  70  Z.;  1835,  January  19th,  150  Z. ; March  1st,  20  Z. ; September 
25th,  923  Z.  8 s.  8 cZ. 

[Many  of  these  payments  were  for  transcripts  and  work  done  by  clerks,  and 
from  which  Mr.  Hardy  himself  derived  no  profit  whatever.  His  own  rate  of 
remuneration  will  appear  from  a subsequent  part  of  this  Return.  Some  pay- 
ments were  for  miscellaneous  services.] 


1=764  9 
1,500  - 


489  15 


2,351  16  2 


Mr.  Foxton,  for  transcription  of  the  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  of  the  3lst  Henry  the 

First,  and  assistance  in- the  editorship  thereof ; September  8th,  1834  - “ j 95  6 - 

Mr.  Charles  Devon,  for  transcription  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  Select  Rolls  from 
the  Chapter  House,  and  the  Fine  Rolls,  and  assistance  in  the  editorship  thereof, 
and  for  miscellaneous  services;  1833,  October  9th,  166Z.  35.  8 d. ; 1834,  J 

August  6th,  174  Z.  15  s.;  1835,  December  4th,  150  Z. | 49°  lS  ° 

Mr.  William  Hardy,  for  compilation  and  editorship  of  the  volume  of  the  Calendar  j 
of  certain  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  ; 1833,  September  25th,  | 

50  Z.;  1834,  April  24th,  50  Z.,  September  8th,  50  Z.;  1835,  August  22d, 

358Z.  9*.  11  d - - -!  508  911 

Mr.  Minchin,  deceased,  for  compiling  a prior  part  of  such  Calendar ; 1835,  Sep-  | 
tember  7th 29  10  9 


[This  volume  was  left  unfinished  by  the  old  Commission.] 


Sir  Henry  Ellis,  for  the  Introduction  to  Doomsday  Book,  2 vols.  8vo  ; 1833,  Sep- 
tember 26th  ...  - --  --  --  -- 

Sir  Henry  Ellis,  for  transcription  and  editorship  of  a volume  of  Records  supple- 
mental to  Doomsday  Book ; 1835,  August  24th 

0.33.  5 e 


300  - - 

t5°  - - 

(continued) 
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The  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  editor  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  the  Fine  Rolls,  and  various  other 
works;  1833,  September  25th,  75 1. ; 1834,  January  21st,  75 /.,  April  3d,  75 l.y 
June  27th,  95  /.,  Octoberad,  100  l. ; 1835,  January  6th,  150/.,  August  22d,  350/., 

October  7th,  100 1.,  December  29th,  100/.,  31st,  25  1.,  \ol.  3 s.  - - - 1,155 

Mr.  F.  L.  Hunter,  clerk  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  various  payments  in  respect  of 
his  salary  of  40 1.  a year ; 1835,  August  22d,  30/.,  December  31st,  20  l.  - - 50 


«.  d. 


3 - 


Mr.  Roberts,  compiler  and  editor  of  the  Calendar  of  Heirs  and  Excerpts  from  the 
Fine  Rolls  at  the  Tower;  1833,  April  24th,  14/.  gs. ; 1834,  July  3d,  100/., 
December  1 st,  75 1.  ; 1835,  September  26th,  220 1.  - - - • 


Mr.  Webster,  payments  made  at  different  times  for  arranging,  classing,  &c.,  the 
various  Returns  made  from  record  offices,  libraries  and  other  public  repositories 
in  England  and  Wales,  to  the  questions  circulated  by  the  Board  in  1832,  20 1., 
5 1.,  5 1. ; 1833,  September  25th,  Budd  & Calkin,  for  books  and  stationery  sup- 
plied to  Mr.  Webster,  14/.  9 s.,  65/.;  Bigg,  for  books  supplied  to  Mr.  Webster, 
gl.  2 s.  6 d.  - - r - - - - - - - - - 


6 


Mr.  William  Henry  Black,  editor  of  the  Docquet  Book  of  King  Charles  the  First ; 
1833,  November  gth,  25 1. ; 1834,  June  18th,  10/.,  July  11th,  10/.,  August  1st, 
50 /.,  26th,  100  /.,  September  27th,  2 1.  7 s.  6 d.,  October  1st,  20 1.  4 s.,  50 1., 
November  17th,  30/.,  December  12th,  4 l.  10  s.  gd.,  20th,  100/.;  1835, 
January  30th,  3/.  2 s.  6 d , February  Gth,  25 1.,  March  19th,  4 1.  10  s.  5d.,  26th, 
108 1.  os.  8 d,  June  3d,  25 1.,  July  22d,  3 1.  13s.  6d.,  August  24th,  100/., Sep- 
tember 28th,  200 1.,  December  28th,  4 1.  6 s.  6d.,  30th,  60/.,  50 1.,  11  L 5 s.  - 
[Mr.  Black,  under  the  Secretary’s  direction,  superintends  the  work  of  trans- 
cribing the  Collectanea  of  Rymer,  and  other  documents  and  manuscripts  in 
the  British  Museum  and  elsewhere ; he  has  also  the  task  of  arranging  and 
cataloguing  the  numerous  transcripts  received  from  Germany,  Italy,  Switzer- 
land, France,  Portugal  and  the  Netherlands.  The  above  payments  are  on 
account  for  services,  disbursements  and  clerks’  salaries.] 


997  2 10 


Mr.  Joseph  Stevenson,  compiler  of  the  Calendars  of  the  miscellaneous  and  unsorted 
Records  at  the  Tower,  &c.,  20 1.,  50 1.,  50  /.,  5 ol.,  100  L,  228  l.  18  s.  Sd.,  100 1., 

125 1.,  125 1.,  2 /.  gs.  6 d.,  12  s.  9 d. - - 

[The  above  sums  were  paid  for  services,  disbursements  and  clerks’ 
salaries.] 

Mr.  Edward  Augustus  Bond ; various  payments  in  respect  of  his  salary  of  80  /. 
a year,  25 /.,  20 1.,  20 1.,  20 /.,  20  L 

[Mr.  Bond  is  principally  employed  in  transcribing  at  the  Tower,  sometimes 
under  Mr.  Hardy,  and  sometimes  under  Mr.  Stevenson ; he  was  formerly 
engaged  at  the  British  Museum.] 

Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  for  various  transcripts,  searches,  extra  attendances,  &c. ; 
1833,  December  7th,  12/.  9 s.  3 d.;  1834,  January  24th,  21  /.  17  s.;  March  22d, 
12/.  gs.  3 d;  April  1561,75/.  5 s.;  June  24th,  59 /.  185.  8 d.;  October  31st, 
19/.  19  s.  4 d.;  1835,  December  11th,  15/.  15  s.  - - - - 

Mr  Frederick  Devon,  for  compiling  Index  to  one  of  the  volumes  of  the  Fcedera ; 
1833,  April  2d------  - - 

[This  is  a debt  of  the  old  Board.] 

Dr.  Julius  Drescher,  for  various  transcripts  and  translations,  framing  and  copying 
catalogue  of  Library,  and  miscellaneous  services;  1833,  May  10th,  5/.;  June 
17th,  15/.;  August  16th,  5I.;  23d,  5I.,  10/.;  November  16th,  20I.;  1834, 
February  16th,  20/.;  March  12th,  10/.;  May  16th,  20/.;  August  16th,  20/.; 
October  25th,  15  s.  ; November  16th,  20/.;  December  24th,  25/.;  1835, 
February  20th,  20/.;  May  16th,  20/.;  July  13th,  14  s.;  August  17th,  20/.; 
September  7th,  20/.;  November  17th,  20/.  ------- 

Mr.  J.  S.  Brewer,  for  framing  catalogues  of  certain  manuscripts  in  the  Bodleian 
Library,  and  in  the  libraries  of  various  different  Colleges  at  Oxford ; 1 834,  Oc- 
tober 1st,  20/. ; December  24th,  95/.  10;  1835,  August  22d,  150/. 

Messrs.  Murphy,  Bacon,  Stack,  Bell,  Wilde,  Berbrugger,  Gunton,  Matchwick  and 
Mitchell,  various  payments  for  transcripts,  searches,  short  reports  and  miscel- 
laneous labour  ------------ 

Mr.  Henry  Cole,  for  miscellaneous  services  performed  by  him  out  of  office  hours ; 
1833,  December  13th,  32/. ; 1834,  May  1st,  41  /.;  July  18th,  100 1. ; December 
20th,  80/.  12  s.;  1835,  December  31st,  223/.  3 s. 

Mr.  Robert  Lemon,  for  compiling  Indexes  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  Temp.  Hen. 
VIII. ; 1834,  June  25  th  - --  --  --  --  - 

[This  is  a debt  of  the  former  Commission.] 

New  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  searches  for  and  transcripts  of  materials  for  this 
work,  together  with  freight  of  papers,  some  few  books,  and  other  expenses,  from 
12th  March  1833  to  31st  December  1835;  payments  of  various  amount  to 
Messrs.  Masterton,  Greith,  Koch,  Lappenberg,  Maier,  Warnkcenig,  Teulet, 
Stadler,  Lacabane,  Castelnau,  Voigt,  Royer  Coilard,  Serrure,  Kansler,  Mone, 
De  Portugal,  Massmann.  De  la  Fontenelle,  Vandore,  Lechaude,  D'Ainsy,  Deville, 
Gachard,  Guillemot,  Marechal,  Herbst,  Lassberg,  Schreiber,  Jung,  Boehmer, 
Pape,  Lacomblet,  Fuchs,  Hullman,  Verachter  and  others,  for  the  most  part 
librarians,  archivists  and  professors  abroad  - 
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Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  new  Editions  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws  £.  s. 
and  Welsh  Laws. 


Various  payments  to  Mr.  Petrie  for  disbursements,  Mr.  Benjamin  Thorpe  and  Mr. 
Aneurin” Owen,  and  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Price  - 
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Receipts,  &c.  of 
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1833-35- 


Expenses  of  sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Records 
at  the  Augmentation  Office,  Chapter  House,  Pipe  Office,  King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s Office  and  Rolls’  Chapel. 

Augmentation  Office,  Chapter  House  and  Rolls’  Chapel : — Mr.  Caley, 
on  account;  1833,  June  6th,  100 1. ; balance,  August  6th,  £•  s.  d. 

wHiiW-  - - - - - - - - -•***• 

Trickett  and  Leighton  and  Sons ; bills  for  binding  the  Records  at  the 
Augmentation  Office,  Rolls’  Chapel,  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  and 
Chapter  House;  1833,  December  19th,  109Z.  is.  6d. ; 1834,  No- 
vember  1st,  3/.  15s-?  1835,  August  21  st,.  2 1/.  135.  - - - 134  9 6 

[This  work  was  done  under  Mr.  Caley’s  direction.] 

Pipe  Office: — Mr.  Charles  Panton  ; 1833,  March  13th,  15 1. ; October  8th,  30  Z. ; 
1834,  March  15th,  50 August  9th,  66 1.  os.  6 d-  - - - 

[Some  small  part  of  these  payments  were  for  disbursements,  the  remainder 
were  for  services.] 

Kind’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  Mr.  Trickey;  1833,  March  14th,  50  L;  Octo- 
ber 2d,  37/.  10s.;  November  4th,  37 Z.  10 s.;  1834,  January  nth,  37/.  10s.; 
June  18th,  7 5Z.;  October  21st,  37 Z.  10s.;  1835,  January  30th,  37Z.  10s.; 

May  27th,  37  Z.  10  s.  - - - - " 

[The  whole  of  these  monies  were  paid  tor  labour.] 

Mr.  Adlington  ; 1834,  June  28th 
[The  whole  for  services.] 

1833,  August  15th ; Mr.  Robert  Thompson  ; disbursements  in  respect  of  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  Records  in  the  Stone  Tower,  Westminster  - 
Mr.  Cole;  payments  at  various  times  at  the  rate  of  150Z.  per  annum,  for  services 
at  Boswell -court,  where  the  Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  were 
for  some  time  repaired,  at  the  King’s  Mews,  Carlton  Ride  and  the  Augmentation 
Office  - - - - ■ * ' * 

Mr.  R.  D.  W.  Bond ; payments  at  different  times  for  services  at  the  King’s  Mews 
and  the  Augmentation  Office  - - - 

Wages  of  workmen  employed  at  Boswell  court,  King’s  Mews,  Carlton  Ride, 
Augmentation  Office,  Rolls’  Chapel  and  elsewhere,  in  sorting,  cleaning  ana 
repairing  the  Records  ----------- 

Batchelor  ; various  bills  for  repairing  and  binding  the  Records  in  the  above- 

mentioned  repositories  - ' 

Howard ; for  bags  for  the  Records,  principally  in  the  Augmentation  Office  and 
King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  - --  --  --  -- 

Heard,  Parker  and  Skipsey ; for  various  bricklayers  and  carpenters,  and  other 
work,  principally  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  Boswell-court,  and  the  Chapter 
House,  including  chests  and  boxes  for  the  Records  - 
1835,  December  31 ; King’s  Printer,  for  labels  for  presses  at  Chapter  House,  &c.  - 
Dixon,  Gibbs,  Lloyd,  Bonsor  and  others ; bills  for  parchment,  vellum,  tracing 
paper,  steel  and  quill  pens,  paper,  sponge,  tape,  cord,  sealing  and  other  thread, 
paste,  starch,  linen  and  woollen  cloths,  soap,  candles,  oil,  wood,  and  various 
other  materials  and  articles,  also  for  presses  and  tools  used  in  repairing  and 
cleaning  the  records  - - - - - * " * . " 

[These  bills  include  the  paper  supplied  to  all  the  sub-commissioners,  editors, 
transcribers  and  clerks ; the  tracing  paper  used  in  repairing  the  Records  is  all 
procured  from  France,  principally  from  Bordeaux,  no  species  manufactured  in 
this  country  being  adapted  for  the  purpose.] 

Haybittle ; coals  at  Boswell-court  and  Augmentation  Office  - 
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Purchase  of  Palteographical  books  in  all  languages,  such  as  Mabillon  De  rc 
Diplomatica,  Waltheri  Lexicon  Diplomaticum,  Kopp  Palreograplua,  Rodriguez 
Bibliotheca  Universal  de  la  Polygraphia,  &c.— [This  department  ot  the  Library 
of  the  Board  is  now  nearly  complete,  and  has  been  already  found  of  great  utility 
to  the  school  of  young  transcribers.]  Purchase  of  books  for  the  new  edition  of 

Rymer’s  Fcedera [These  consist  principally  of  works  published  in  Germany, 

Italy,  France,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Spain,  Portugal,  Belgium,  Switzerland  and 
Russia,  containing  Royal  and  public  letters,  diplomes  and  other  historical 
materials,  almost  entirely  unknown  in  this  country,  but  which  are  of  a nature 
similar  to  the  documents  inserted  in  Rymer,  and  an  acquaintance  with  which  is 
indispensable  to  those  to  whom  the  superintendence  of  the  task  of  continuing 
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the  compilation  in  question  may  be  confided.  The  whole  of  these  works  have 
been  already  used  for  the  Report  upon  the  Fcedera,  commenced  by  the  Secretary 
in  the  summer  of  the  year  1831,  and  of  which  Report  four  volumes  (each  con- 
taining as  much  as  three  octavo  volumes  of  the  size  usually  adopted  by  the 
Board)  are  now  finished  at  press.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  it  will  be  expe- 
dient to  reprint  these  scattered  letters,  diplomes,  &c. ; but  it  is  apprehended  no 
doubt  can  exist  as  to  the  utility  of  forming  a Chronological  Catalogue  of  them 
upon  the  plan  of  the  Regesta  Chronologico  Diplomatica,  of  Georgisch,  or  the 
Table  Chronologique  des  Diplomes,  Chartes,  Titres  et  Actes  imprimes,  of  Bre- 
quigny.  The  Society  for  the  publication  of  the  Monumenta  Germanise  Historica, 
patronized  by  all  the  German  States,  have  found  it  necessary  to  commence  this 
branch  of  their  labours  by  compiling  Works  of  the  same  kind ; for  instance,  the 
Regesta  Chronologico  Diplomatica  Regum  atque  Imperatorum  Romanorum 
inde  Conrado  I.  usque  ad  Henricum  VIII.,  1831,  Regesta  Chronologico  Diplo- 
matica Karolorum,  1833,  Regesta  Chronologico  Diplomatica  Regis  Romanorum, 
l 834,  3 vols.  4to.]  Purchase  of  some  few  miscellaneous  books  for  the  use  of 
the  editors,  sub-editors,  clerks  and  other  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Board. — 
[In  all  upwards  of  2,100  volumes,  exclusive  of  a considerable  number  the  titles 
of  which  are  not  given  in  the  Catalogue  forming  the  last  part  of  this  Return,  that 
are  not  wanted  for  immediate  use  here,  and  are  deposited  at  Paris,  Ghent  and 
Hamburgh,  in  the  expectation  that  an  opportunity  may  occur  of  their  being  sent 
free  of  charge.  The  total  cost  of  books  since  the  issuing  of  the  commission  is 
l ,576 1.  1 3 s.  3 d.  *]  [It  is  conceived  that  for  the  future  the  yearly  outlay  for 
books  will  be  very  trifling]  - - - - - - 
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Carriage  of  parcels,  containing  printed  questions,  addressed  to  various  corporate 
bodies  and  other  institutions  supposed  to  be  possessed  of  ancient  records  and 
manuscripts;  1833,  June  27,  8/.  17s.  4 d.;  March  15,  47 1.  135.  2d.;  1834, 
May  24th,  30 1.  4 s.  10  d.  ---------- 

Expenses  attending  the  forwarding  at  sundry  times  certain  Works  of  the  Board  to 
Paris,  Ostend,  Ghent,  Hamburgh,  Rotterdam,  Lisbon,  Leghorn,  Dublin,  Isle  of 
Man,  Guernsey,  &c. ; also  expenses  of  transmitting  to  and  receiving  back  from 
some  of  the  above-mentioned  places  proof-sheets  of  the  Appendixes  to  the 
Secretary’s  Report  on  the  Fcedera,  &c.  -------- 

Circulars  to  clerks  of  the  peace,  town-clerks,  bailies  and  other  officers  in  England, 
Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  relative  to  public  libraries,  counties,  boroughs,  &c. ; 
1834,  March  31st,  4 1.  18  s.  10  d.;  April  17th,  7 2.  55.  gd. ; June  gtb, 
13/.  11s.  5%d. ; July  22d,  4 1.  10 s.  8 \d.  ------- 

Desks  and  other  articles  of  furniture  --------- 

Leaver,  Hardiman  and  others ; for  copying  Returns  to  Parliament,  Reports,  and 
various  papers  and  documents  for  the  use  of  the  Board  - - - - - 

Interest  paid  to  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode,  Messrs.  Williams  & Co.  (Birchin- 
lane),  and  Messrs.  Snow  & Co.  (Strand),  for  money  advanced  - - - - 

Paid  for  a copy  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  to  be  used  in  collating  - 
Paid  Cochrane  for  a copy  of  Dugdale’s  Monasticon,  given  to  Dr.  Lappenberg 
Paid  Cox  for  Index  to  the  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office  - 

[This  is  a debt  of  the  old  Board;  the  Index  has  been  given  by  the  present 
Commissioners  to  the  British  Museum.] 

Paid  Mr.  Stewart  for  a transcript  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Cecil  Papers  at  Hatfield 
House,  four  large  folio  volumes,  1835,  October  23d  - - - - - 

Mr.  Kritnitsky : translation  of  Documents  in  the  ancient  Russian  language,  pre- 
served in  the  Imperial  archives,  Moscow,  connected  with  English  history  - 
Secretary’s  salary  to  December  1835,  3 years  and  3 months  - - - - 

Mr.  George  Smith’s  salary,  from  March  1st,  1833,  to  December  1st,  1835,  2 years 
9 months  - --  --  --  --  --  -- 

Mr.  Bennett,  ditto,  from  January  1833  to  December  31st,  1835,  3 years  - 
Messenger  ; wages  from  16th  March  1833  to  December  1835,  being  2 years  and 
41  weeks,  at  1 1.  per  week  - --  --  --  --  - 
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* The  items  that  make  up  this  sum  have  been  extracted  by  the  Secretary  himself.  Since  the  present  Return 
was  prepared  it  has  been  noticed  that  the  above  sum.  of  774  /.  17  s.  3 d.,  added  to  the  sum  of  497  /.  6 s.  stated 
by  the  last  printed  Return  (December  1833)  to  be  the  cost  of  the  Library,  falls  short  of  this  total  01 
1,576/.  13  s.  Sd.  Upon  examining  the  rough  and  imperfect  notes  from  which  the  last-mentioned  Return 
appears  to  have  been  prepared,  there  seem  to  be  three  reasons  for  this  discrepancy  : first,  that  the  accountant 
had  mistaken  a printed  catalogue  (5  vols.  folio),  which  cost  32/.,  for  a manuscript  compilation  ^secondly, 
that  he  omitted  to  take  any  account  of  the  various  small  sums  of  money  from  time  to  time  paid  for  books, 
comprised  in  the  petty  cash  disbursement  book,  and  which  exceed  100/.;  thirdly,  that  there  were  two  or 
three  large  lots  of  books,  that  having  been  wanted  for  temporary  purposes,  were  placed  in  the  hands  or  a 
bookseller  and  stationer,  and  the  value  being  to  be  allowed  in  exchange  tor  parchment,  vellum  and  paper, 
was  carried  to  the  latter  head  ; eventually,  however,  the  lots  were  exchanged  for  other  books,  or  sent  to  the 
British  Museum ; and  the  amount  of  the  value  ought,  therefore,  to  be  transferred  from  the  head  comprising 
parchment,  vellum  and  paper,  to  the  head  of  books;  and  this  has  now  been  done. — (Vide  Mr.  Cooper  s Letter, 
p.  788,  and  “ Observations  of  Mr.  Protheroe,”  p.  874. 
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Laundress;  wages  from  ist  March  1833  to  1st  December  1835,  2 years  and  9 
months  • 

Rent  of  rooms  from  December  1832  to  December  1835,  3 years 


£.  4. 

55  - 
210  - 


Postage,  carriage  of  parcels,  extra  porterage,  coach-hire,  cab-hire,  van-hire,  cart- 

hire,  boat-hire,  truck-hire,  &c.  &c. 

[The  large  amount  of  this  item  is  principally  occasioned,  first,  by  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  libraries  at  home  and  abroad,  511  in  number,  to  which 
the  Publications  of  the  Commissioners  have  been  sent ; secondly,  by  the  cor- 
respondence arising  out  of  the  distribution  of  the  questions  mentioned  in  a 
former  part  of  this  Return;  and,  thirdly,  by  coach-hire  during  the  long  vaca- 
tions, and  also  the  Easter  and  Christmas  vacations  of  1832,  1833  and  1834; 
the  Easter  vacation  and  part  of  the  long  vacation  of  1835,  when  Dr.  Drescher 
and  the  messenger  conveyed  almost  daily  to  and  from  the  Secretary’s  house,  in 
St.  John’s  Wood,  volumes  used  in  the  Appendix  A.  to  the  Report  on  the 
Foedera,  and  the  materials  for  British  History  in  Foreign  Libraries.] 
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December  28,  1835. — Mr.  Roworth,  senior,  for  trouble  in  analyzing  the  King’s 
Printers’  Bills,  from  the  year  3801  to  the  year  1831,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the 
cost  of  the  different  printed  works  -------- 
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Other  disbursements  not  comprised  under  any  of  the  foregoing  heads,  and  monies 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  George  Smith  arising  from  advances  made  by  Bankers  or 
Secretary 


[On  the  1 2th  March  1833,  there  was  a balance  in  hand,  arising  from  an 
advance  made  by  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode.] 

[The  returns  made  December  1833  of  receipts,  comprise  only  the  Par- 
liamentary Grants,  and  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  books ; hence,  I 
according  to  that  Return,  there  was  on  12th  March  1833  a small  sum  due  to  ■ 
the  Board.  During  the  period  embraced  by  the  foregoing  accounts,  further 
advances  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode,  by  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams & Co.,  by  Messrs.  Snow  & Co.,  and  by  the  Secretary.  Part  of  the 
advances  made  by  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode,  and  all  the  advances  made 
by  Messrs.  Williams  & Co.,  have  been  repaid.  But,  in  order  to  render  the 
preceding  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  more  simple  and  intelligible, 
such  advances  and  partial  repayments  have  been  omitted.  All  notice  too  of 
items,  either  on  the  debit  or  credit  side  of  the  account,  in  respect  of  errors, 
has  for  the  like  reason  been  forborne.  The  statement  exhibits  the  actual 
receipts  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  the  sale  of  Books,  and  Augmentation 
Office  fees  ; and  the  actual  disbursements.  These  last,  it  will  be  found,  exceed 
the  former  by  a very  large  sum,  which  is  due  to  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode 
and  Messrs.  Snow  & Co.,  and  the  Secretary.  The  debts  and  liabilities  of  the 
Board  of  every  description,  including  all  tradesmen’s  bills,  and  the  salaries 
payable  at  the  four  usual  quarterly  feasts,  have  been  satisfied  to  Christmas  last, 
with  the  exception  of  the  balance  above-mentioned,  and  the  King’s  Printers’ 
Bills,  which  are  partly  for  printing  and  paper,  and  partly  for  binding,  and 
other  expenses  attending  the  presentation  of  the  works  of  the  Commission  to 
public  libraries  and  other  repositories.]  ^ 


40,040  - 5 


(3.)— LIABILITIES. 

A very  erroneous  impression  respecting  the  existing  Debt  may  be  produced,  unless  the  statement 
of  it  is  accompanied  by  an  account  of  the  Debts  and  Liabilities  of  the  old  Commission,  which  the 
present  Board  has  discharged. 


Debts  and  Liabilities  of  the  old  Commission  which  have  been  paid  and  satisfied  by  the 
new  Board. 


£.  4. 


d. 


Aug.  27.— Paid  King’s  Printer 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  of  salary  as  Secretary  to  the  late  Com- 
mission ----------- 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  for  the  reparation  of  the  Public  Records  - 

- 29. — Paid  R.  Price,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle  - - - 

Sept,  t.- — Paid  F.  Palgrave,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  - - - 

Nov.  30.— Paid  R.  Price,  Esq. 

Pec.  22 — Paid  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  for  Disbursements,  &c.  &c.  at  Edinburgh 

- 28 — Paid  A.  Owen,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Welsh  Chronicles  ... 
“ 29.— Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  bookbinders’  bills  ------ 


2,929  13  10 

210  - 

200  - - 

125  - - 

1,588  3 4 

125  - - 
2,912  - - 
50  - - 
87  11  6 
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1832 : 

Feb.  6 — Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  for  reparation  of  Records  - 

- 28.— Paid  R.  Price,  Esq.  --------- 

May  10.— Paid  R.  Price,  Esq.  - - - 

June  1. — Paid  Mr.  Palmer  for  Index  to  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem  - - - 

- 2. — Paid  R.  Price,  Esq.  - - - 

Paid  11.  Price,  Esq.  for  travelling  expenses  - 
Paid  King’s  Printer  on  account 

- 4. — Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  arrears  due  to  him  for  services  on  the  Valor 

Ecclesiasticus,  &c.  - --  --  - - -- 

- 9. — Paid  Mr.  Lemon  for  transcribing  and  collating  documents  - 

- 19.— -Paid  Mr.  Palgrave,  as  per  account  ------ 

- 22. — Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  bookbinders’ bills  ------ 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  reparation  of  Records  - - - - - 

July  10. — Paid  Hodgson  for  transcripts  - ------- 

- 13. — Paid  F.  Holbrooke,  Esq.  for  his  services  as  Sub-Commissioner  from 

25th  March  1830  to  25th  March  1831  ------ 

- 18. — Paid  Mrs.  Minchin,  executrix  of  W.  Minchin,  Esq.  deceased,  for 

arrears  due  to  the  estate  of  the  said  William  Minchin,  in  respect  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  ------ 

- 28. — Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  for  reparation  of  Public  Records 

Aug.  10. — Paid  Leaver  for  copying  proceedings  of  Mr.  Bayley’s  Committee,  &c. 

&c.,  as  per  account  - --  --  --  -- 

Paid  Williams  for  copying  proceedings  of  Mr.  Bayley’s  Committee, 
&c.  &c.,  as  per  account  - --  --  --  - 

- 17. —Paid  Mr.  Bayley  for  Chancery  Proceedings  temp.  Elizabeth 

- 22. — Paid  R.  Price,  Esq.  - 

Nov.  23. — Paid  R.  Price,  Esq.  --------- 

Dec.  8. — Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  binding  and  repairing  the  Records  - 

1833: 

March  2. — Paid  R Price,  Esq.  --------- 

Paid  Messrs.  Roworth  for  printing  various  Reports  and  Papers  relative 
to  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Calendars  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery 
in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  - - 

Paid  for  copying  various  Reports,  Accounts  and  Papers,  for  the  most 
part  relating  to  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Calendars  of  Chancery 
Proceedings. 

[The  amount  cannot  be  exactly  ascertained.] 

- 30. — Paid  Mr.  Petrie  on  account  of  collection  of  materials  for  the  History 

of  Britain  - --  --  --  --  - 

April  2. — Paid  Mr.  Frederick  Devon  for  Index  to  an  unfinished  volume  of  the 
Fcedera  -----------  j 

Sept.  25. — Paid  A.  Owen,  Esq.  - --  --  --  -- 

Paid  Mr.  William  Hardy  on  account  of  the  unfinished  volume  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  . - 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  - --  --  --  --  - 

Dec.  19. — Paid  Trickett  for  binding  -------- 


1834: 

Jan.  2 — Paid  King’s  Printers  for  balance  of  a bill  for  work  done  under  old 
Commission  - - - 

Paid  King’s  Printers  for  printing  volume  of  Calendars  of  Chancery 
Proceedings,  left  unfinished  by  the  former  Board  - 
Mar.  29. — Paid  Mr.  Petrie  on  account  of  the  collection  of  materials  for  the  His- 
tory of  Britain  ----  - - - - -- 

April  24.  —Paid  Mr  William  Hardy  on  account  of  unfinished  volume  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  - - - - - - 

June  25. — Paid  Mr.  Robert  Lemon  for  Indexes  to  the  6th  volume  of  the  Valor 
Ecclesiastjcus  - - - 

July  3.— Paid  Miss  Caley,  executrix  of  Mr.  Caley  . 

- 8.— Paid  King’s  Printers,  vol.  5 of  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem  - 
Aug.  5.— Paid  Miss  Caley  balance  due  to  Mr.  Caley’s  estate  for  binding 
Records 

8cpt-  8. — -Paid  Mr.  William  Hardy  on  account  of  the  3d  volume  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lapcastgr  Records  --------- 


£■  s.  d. 
too  - _ 

50  - _ 
75  — - 

125  - _ 
40  13  10 
4.250  - _ 

262  10  _ 

42  15  4 

1>302  19  6 

93  8 6 
127  1 1 
20  - _ 

300  _ _ 
*82  5 3 

150 

18  18  _ 

10  15  _ 
150  - - 
125  _ _ 
12  5 _ _ 
207  18  2 

125  - - 

56  3 3 


28  3 , 

31  10  - 
250  - - 

50  - - 
1 ,000  - - 
109  1 6 

289  19  - 

481  3 - 

16  15  - 

50  - - 

373  16  - 
500  - - 
3i  1 

123  5 8 

50  “ - 
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Sept.  12.— Paid  Cox  for  Index  to  Records  at  Augmentation  Office  - 

_ 2g_ Paid  Messrs.  Roworth  for  printing  different  Letters,  Reports,  &c.  upon 

the  Chancery  Calendars  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  upon  the  Par- 
liamentary Writs  - --  --  --  -- 

Paid  for  transcribing  different  Bills,  Memorials,  Letters,  Reports,  and 
other  Papers  mostly  concerning  the  publication  of  the  Parliamentary 
Writs,  and  the  Chancery  Proceedings  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

[The  amount  cannot  be  stated.] 
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—Paid  Trickett  for  binding  under  Mr.  Caley’s  direction  - - - 

Paid  Messrs.  Roworth  & Son  for  printing  Papers  relative  to  the  case  of 
Robert  Pitcairn,  Esq.,  writer  to  the  Signet  in  the  employ  of  the  for- 
mer Board  ---------- 

Paid  for  copying  various  Documents  and  Papers  relative  to  Mr.  Pit- 
cairn’s case. 

[The  sum  cannot  be  ascertained.] 

Paid  Mr.  Hardy  balance  in  respect  of  unfinished  volume  of  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  Records  - --  --  --  -- 


Sept.  7- 


-Paid  the  Estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Minchin,  for  unfinished  volume  of 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  ------- 


Debts  of  the  Old  Board  still  Unpaid. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  vol.  6,  printing  and  paper 

Introduction  to  ditto  ? ------- 

Fcedera  Conventiones,  printing  and  paper,  &c.  (an  unfinished  volume)  - - - 

National  Historians,  printing  and  paper  -------- 

Ditto  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

Ditto  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

Ditto  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

Parliamentary  Writs  and  Writs  of  Military  Service,  printing  and  paper 
Calendar  of  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  printing  and  paper  - 

Ditto  - --  --  --  - 

Remuneration  awarded  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  27th  day  of 
January  1835  to  Mr.  Robert  Pitcairn,  for  services  performed  during  several  years 
at  the  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh  -----  - - 

£. 

Actual  Debts -and  Liabilities. 

Money  borrowed  from  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode  ------ 

King’s  Printers’  Bills  for  the  following  Works  completed  at  press  : five  volumes  of 
the  Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England  ; a volume  of 
Records,  selected  from  the  Chapter  House  ; first  volume  of  Rolls  of  Normandy  ; 
the  first  volume  of  Fines;  the  first  volume  of  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls; 
the  two  volumes  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  ; the  first  volume  of  the  Patent 
Rolls ; the  volume  of  Oblata  Rolls,  and  the  8vo.  edition  of  the  Introduction  to 
the  Patent  Rolls  --------  ---- 

Bills  for  binding,  carriage,  postage  and  other  expenses  attending  the  presentation 
of  the  publications  of  the  Board,  in  His  Majesty’s  name,  to  different  libraries, 
and  other  repositories  at  home  and  abroad  ------- 

Money  due  to  the  Bankers  and  the  Secretary  (January  15,  1836)  about 

£. 


[The  accounts  subsequent  to  the  12th  March  1835,  not  having  been  audited 
or  regularly  balanced,  the  exact  amount  of  this  last  item  cannot  be  stated.] 

Amount  of  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Commission  paid  and  satisfied  by  the 
new  Board  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

Debts  of  the  old  Commission  still  unpaid  -------- 

Total  amount  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  Old  Commission  - - 


Amount  of  the  present  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  New  Board 


358  9 u 

29  10  9. 


20,364  14  8 


49  19 
9°9  8 
209  4 
14  11 
195  8 
1,381  7 
633  3 
3 16 


4,654  13  6 


3,361  16  6 


1,806  3 10 
8,000  - - 


16,168  — 4 


20,364  14  8 
4,654  13  6 


25,019  8 2 


16,168  - 4 
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(4.)— COST  of  some  of  the  Principal  Works,  published  by  the  present  Board,  distinguishing  what 
was  paid  for  Printing,  Paper,  Transcription,  Compilation,  and  Editorship. 


A General  Introduction  to  Doomsday  Book,  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis, 

2vols.  demy  8vo.  68  sheets,  No.  510,  at  2 1.  11  s.  6 d.  - - 175  2 

Extra  for  index,  Saxon,  proofs,  labels  and  corrections  - - 80  1 1 

Used  for  the  above  volumes,  68  £ reams  of  fine  wove  demy  paper,  and 
for  proofs  and  revises,  at  26  s. 89  1 


Sir  Henry  Ellis,  for  authorship  and  editorship  of  the  two  volumes  ... 

Total  cost  - - - £. 


Rotuli  Litterarum  Clausarum  in  Turri  Londinensi  Asservati,  Vol.  I._, 

210  sheets  folio,  including  half  sheet  cancelled,  No.  500,  at  3 1.  5 s.  682  10  - 
Corrections  and  deleted  matter  in  the  proofs  and  revises  - - 106  7 - 

Specimen  of  the  work,  proofs  of  the  Introduction,  engraving  on  wood, 
and  working  in  various  inscriptions  in  the  title-page  - - - 5 10  6 

Used  for  the  210  sheets,  211  reams  of  fine  wove  copy  demy  paper, 
and  for  proofs  and  revises,  at  26  s.  - - - - - - 2746- 

Transcription  of  Record,  being  about  11,808  folios  of  72  words  each,  at  4^.  per 
folio  - - * ■ " * 7 , - 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  for  editorship  195  \ sheets,  at  two  guineas  per  sheet  - 

Compilation  of  the  index 

Total  cost  - - - £. 


Rotulus  Cancellarii,  vel  Antigrapha  Magni  Rotuli  Pipie  de  tertio 
anno  regni  Regis  Johannis,  royal  8vo.,  48  sheets,  including  cancels 
and  appendix  not  used,  No.  250,  at  3 1.  3 s.  6 d. 

Five  sheets  composed,  not  printed  off,  at  2 1.  14  s.  6 d.  - 
Extra  for  indexes,  tables,  small  letter,  proofs  and  corrections  - 
Paid  for  engraving  on  paper  four  pages  of  specimens  of  Pipe  Roll, 
and  printing  500  sets  on  large  royal  paper  - 

Used  for  the  above  volume,  24  \ reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and 
for  proofs  and  revises,  at  32  s. 

Transcription  of  the  Record,  1,664  folios,  at  4 d.  per  folio 
Mr.  Charles  Devon,  assistance  in  the  editorship  - 


152  8 
13  12 
50  14 


Total  cost  - 


344  H - 
300  - _ 


644  14  _ 


1,068  13  6 


196  1 
410  1 


1.776  - 6 


283  6 6 
27  14  8 
100  - - 


[It  was  found  necessary  that  this  work  should  be  revised  by  one  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners,  but  no  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  value  of  that  por- 
tion of  his  time  which  was  occupied  by  such  revision.] 


Magnus  Rotulus  Scaccarii  vel  Magnus  Rotulus  Pipee  de  anno  tri- 
cesimo  primo  regni  Henrici  Primi  (ut  videtur),  royal  8vo.,  13  \ §• 
sheets,  No.  250,  at  3 1.  3 s.  6 d. 

Extra  for  index  and  corrections,  and  extra  copies  - 
Used  for  the  above  volume,  seven  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper, 
at  32  


42  17  3 

21  18  - 
11  4 - 


Mr.  Foxton,  for  transcription  of  the  Roll  and  for  assistance  in  the  editorship 


75  19  3 
95  6 - 


Total  cost 


171 


5'  3 


[The  preface  was  written  by  Mr.  Hunter,  who  gives  his  whole  time  to  the 
Board  under  the  arrangement  elsewhere  mentioned.] 


Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England,  Vol.  I., 

38  % sheets,  royal  8vo.  (including  6 £ sheets  cancels),  No.  500,  with 
strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 1.  l s.  - - - - -11819 

Extra  for  index,  small  letter,  brace  matter,  extra  proofs,  corrections 

and  labels  - - - - - - - - - -85  2 

Used  40  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  s.  - - - - -64- 


Transcription  of  the  text,  1,450  folios  ^ 

Compilation  of  the  chronological  abstract,  2 £ sheets,  at  3 /.  3 s.  per  sheet  - 
Index,  two  sheets,  at  4 1.  4 s.  per  sheet  ------- 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  editorship  - --  --  --  - 


Total  cost  - - - 


268  1 6 

24  3 4 

7 1 8 

8 8- 

- 150  ~ ~ 

£.  457  »4  6 
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Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England,  Vol.  II., 

SQ  3 sheets,  including  half  sheet  cancelled,  No.  500,  with  strong  ink 

and  extra  manner,  at  3I.  is. gt  10- 

Extra  for  index,  small  letter,  brace-matter,  corrections  and  labels  - 51  12  6 

Ticprl  10 1 reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 

----- 48x6  - 

Transcription  of  the  text,  1,468  folios 

Chronological  Abstract,  2 £ sheets  

Index,  two  sheets  * 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  editorship 

Total  cost  - - - £. 


Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  in  England,  Vol. 

III.,  31 1 sheets,  royal  8vo.,  No.  500,  with  strong  ink  and  extra 

manner,  at  3 1.  1 s. 9712  - 

Extra  for  index,  small  letter,  deleted  matter,  corrections  and  labels  - 47  4 6 

Used  32 1 reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  s.  - - - - - ~ ' 52  - - 

Transcription,  folios  1,436 

Chronological  Abstract,  3 sheets  --------- 

Index,  1 £ sheet 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  editorship  - 

Total  cost  - - - £. 


Rotuli  Select!,  23  J sheets,  royal  8vo.,  including  1 J sheet  cancelled, 
No.  250,  with  strong  ink  and  other  extra  manner,  at  3 1.  3 s.  6 tf.  - 
Extra  for  index,  deleted  matter,  corrections  and  labels  - 
Paid  for  engraving  and  tracing  fac-similes  not  used  - - - 

Used  12  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  s.  - - - _ 

Transcript  <*f  the  text,  1,510  folios  ------ 

Mr.  Charles  Devon,  for  assistance  in  the  editorship  - 


74  12 
29  16 
26  15 


[The  preface  to  this  work  was  written  by  Mr.  Hunter,  who  also  performed 
some  other  editorial  duties  upon  it.] 

Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council,  Vol.  IV.,  35 1-  sheets 
(including  cancels),  No.  500,  with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at 

3fcw.  109  16  - 

Extra  for  index,  small  letter,  deleted  matter,  extra  proofs  and  correc- 
tions - - - - - - - - - - - 50  1 2 - 

Used  36  £ reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32s.  - - - - - - - - - - " 58  8 - 

Transcription  of  the  text,  1,428  folios  - --  --  --  - 

Chronological  Abstract,  three  sheets  - --  --  --  - 

Index,  one  and  a half  sheets  - --  --  --  --  - 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  for  editorship  - --  --  --  -- 

Total  cost  - - - £. 


Rotuli  Normanniee,  Vol.  I.,  34  sheets,  royal  8vo.,  No.  500,  with  strong 
ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 1.  7 s.  6 d.  - - • - - iJ4  *5 

Extra  for  brace-matter,  deleted  matter  and  corrections  - - 3 1 2 

Used  34 1 reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  s.  - - - - - - - - - - - 55  12 

Transcription  of  the  Rolls,  containing  about  2,000  folios  - 

Compilation  of  index  - --  --  --  --  - 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  for  editorship  - - - - - 
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191  18  6 
24  — 6 
7 17  6 


382  14  6 


196  16  6 
23  18  8 


386  10  2 


218  16  - 
23  6 - 


33  16  8 

19  13  8 
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Fines,  Vol.  I.,  29  \ sheets,  royal  8vo„  No.  500,  including  cancels,  with 
strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 /.  5 s.  6 d. 

Extra  for  index,  deleted  matter,  corrections,  and  250  of  three  sheets 
cancelled 

Paid  for  lithograph  printing,  paper,  and  tinting  500  copies 

Used  31 1 reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  s. 

Transcription  of  the  text,  1 ,853  folios 

Mr.  Charles  Devon,  for  assistance  in  the  editorship  - 

Total  cost 

[The  other  editorial  duties  were  performed  by  Mr.  Hunter.] 


£.  s.  d. 
96  12  3 


45  H 6 
64- 


198  18  9 

30  17  7 
75  - - 
304  iG  4 


Excerpta  e Rotulis  Finium,  Vol.  I.,  39  \ sheets,  royal  8vo.,  No.  500, 
with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 1.  7 s.  6 d.  - - - 1 33  6 3 

Corrections  on  ditto  - - - . - * " - - .3719~ 

Used  40  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  325.  - - - - - - ■ ' - ‘ - 64  - - 


Transcription,  3,030  folios  - 

Compilation  of  index,  7 \ sheets,  at  4 1.  4 s.  per  sheet 
Mr.  Charles  Roberts,  for  editorship  - - - 


Total  cost  - - - £. 


Rotuli  Curiae  Regis,  2 Vols.,  72  j sheets,  royal  8vo.  (including  cancels), 

No.  500,  with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 1.  5 s.  G d.  - - 239  1 ® 

Corrections  on  ditto  - - - - - - - ' -1252- 

Paid  for  engraving,  printing,  and  paper  ■■  - - - - - 23  16  6 


235  5 3 
50  io  - 
31  10  .. 
150  - - 

467  5 3 


Used  74  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  


[These  two  volumes  having  been  edited  and  transcribed  by  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  and  his  clerks,  who  have  all  fixed  salaries,  and  are  constantly  engaged 
in  various  work  of  a miscellaneous  description,  no  further  particulars  of  their 
cost  can  be  given.] 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Patcntium,  Vol.  I.,  Pars  I.,  89  sheets  demy  folio, 

No.  500,  with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner,  at  3 Z.  2 s.  - - 275  18  - 

Extra  for  table,  brace-matter,  extra  proofs,  and  corrections  - - 103  11  - 


Used  90  reams  of  fine  \ 
at  26  $. 


; demy  paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 


Itinerarium  Henrici  Tertii  Regis,  6 \ sheets,  No.  490 
Ruling  ditto  with  faint  lines  - - - 

Used  6 £ reams  of  fine  writing  foolscap,  at  23  s. 


- 5 6 
7 9 6 


506  8 - 


496  9 


Transcription  of  the  Rolls,  about  3,600  folios  ------- 

Compilation  of  the  Index 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  for  editorship,  69  sheets,  at  2 1.  2 s.  per  sheet  - 

Total  cost  - - - £• 

[A  further  claim  has  been  made  for  writing  the  Preface  and  framing  the 
Itinerary.] 


60  - 
103  - 
144  18 
822  11 


6 


6 


Rotuli  de  Oblatis,  royal  8vo.,  53  sheets,  No.  500,  with  strong  ink  and 


extra  manner,  at  3 1.  6 s.  6 d.  -------  176  4 

Extra  for  deleted  matter  and  corrections  - - - - 42  1 

Used  54  reams  of  fine  wove  royal  paper,  and  the  proofs,  and  revises, 
at  32  s.  - - - - 86  8 


Transcription  of  text,  about  3,398  folios  - 

Compilation  of  index  - 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  for  editorship 


6 


Total  cost  - - - £. 


304  13 
56  12 
38  - 

150  - 


6 

8 


489  6 2 
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proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council,  Vol.  V.,  42  A sheets 
(including  six  pages  cancelled),  No  500,  with  strong  ink  and  extra 
manner,  at  3 1.  1 s.  - - - - - - - - - 129  12  6 

Extra  for  index,  small  letter,  deleted  matter,  corrections,  labels,  and 
25  extra  of  five  sheets  of  the  Appendix  .....  too  19  6 

Paid  for  cutting  a diagram  on  wood , -13  9 

Used  43  £ reams  of  fine  wove  royal'paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises, 
at  32  69  4 - 


s.  d. 


9 9 
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Receipts,  &c.  of 
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Transcription,  1,764  folios 
Chronological  Abstract,  three  sheets 
Index,  two  sheets  - 
Sir  Harris  Nicolas  for  editorship 


- 

29  - - 

9 9- 

- 

8 8 - 

- 

150  - - 

- £. 

497  6 9 

[In  the  printed  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board,  pages  86-89,  *s  a 
detailed  estimate  from  which  a Judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  saving  effected 
by  the  change  in  the  form  of  printing,  as  well  as  of  the  reduction  in  the  charges 
for  transcription  and  editorship.  The  ordinary  charge  for  copying  common 
writing  was  formerly  three  times  that  now  allowed  for  copying  the  most 
difficult  record.  In  the  instance  alluded  to,  the  sum  of  2,626 1.  was  paid  for 
transcription  and  editorship,  when  according  to  the  system  laid  down  and 
acted  upon  by  the  present  Board,  150 1.  would  have  been  an  ample  remu- 
neration.) 


(5.)— NAMES  of  the  Sub-Commissioners,  Editors,  Clerks,  Transcribers,  Workmen,  and 
other  Persons,  who  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  on  the  31st  of  December  1835 ; together 
with  a Statement  of  their  Salaries,  Wages  or  other  Remuneration. 


Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  editor  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  and  other  works.  A sub-com- 
missioner. He  receives  such  yearly  sum  as  with  the  salary  of  400 1.  and  fees  to  which  he  is  entitled 
as  keeper  of  the  Records  at  the  Chapter  House,  will  make  up  the  net  income  of  1,000  A per  annum. 

Mr.  Charles  Devon  (Chapter  House,  Westminster).  He  receives  at  the  rate  of  4 d.  per  folio  for 
transcripts  made  by  him  out  of  office  hours  or  on  holidays,  and  has  no  other  allowance  for  extra 
attendance,  but  he  receives  at  the  same  rate  for  transcripts  made  by  a clerk  whom  he  employs. 

Mr.  Frederick  Devon  (Chapter  House  and  Westminster).  He  receives  an  allowance  of  two 
guineas  per  week  for  attendance  out  of  office  hours  and  on  holidays ; he  has  been  employed  also  in 
making  fair  transcripts  of  calendars  in  the  evening  at  his  own  house,  and  in  extracting  and  sorting 
index  matter ; his  charge  for  transcripts  is  4 d.  per  folio ; and  for  other  work  which  cannot  be  cal- 
culated by  the  folio,  he  receives  according  to  the  nature  thereof. 

Bevans,  the  messenger  at  the  Chapter  House.  He  receives  at  the  rate  of  9 d.  per  hour 

for  attendance  out  of  office  hours ; he  is  employed  in  such  extra  time  in  washing  and  cleaning 
Records. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Jowett,  and  Mr.  J.  Burtt,  clerks  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  the  Commission ; they  are 
engaged  on  the  general  business  of  the  Chapter  House  Record  Office,  in  sorting,  arranging  and 
stamping  Records,  &c.,  and  in  making  transcripts,  &c.,  for  the  works  carried  on  under  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave's  direction,  at  the  following  salaries,  viz.  Mr.  J.  T.  Jowett,  63 1.,  Mr.  J.  Burtt,  50 1. 

The  Reverend  Joseph  Hunter,  editor  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  and  other  works.  A sub-commissioner. 
At  present  he  gives  his  whole  time  to  the  business  of  the  Commission,  with  the  understanding  that 
in  no  year  is  his  remuneration  to  exceed  450 1. 

Mr.  Francis  Lestock  Hunter,  clerk  to  the  Reverend  Joseph  Hunter.  His  salary  is  40 1.  a-year. 


Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  editor  of  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council.  He  receives  150 1.  per  octavo  volume  ; 
five  volumes  are  completed  at  press. 

Mr.  Baker,  clerk  to  Sir  H.  Nicolas.  He  transcribes  the  above  work  for  the  press,  at  the  rate  of 
4 d.  per  folio;  he  compiles  the  Chronological  Abstract,  for  which  he  receives  3 1.  3 s.  per  sheet,  and 
the  indexes,  for  which  he  receives  4 1.  4 s.  per  sheet. 


Sir  Henry  Ellis,  editor  of  a volume  of  Records,  supplemental  to  Doomsday  Book,  consisting  of 
territorial  surveys  to  the  time  of  King  John  ; also,  of  a Territorial  Survey  of  Lands  in  Wales  at  the 
time  of  King  Edward  the  3d.  [No  (]  sufficient  progress  as  to  the  rate  of  remuneration. 


Mr.  Joseph  Stevenson,  formerly  in  the  department  of  Manuscripts,  British  Museum.  He  is 
engaged  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary,  in  forming  a Catalogue  of  the  Miscellaneous  Docu- 
ments in  the  Tower,  and  in  transcribing  for  the  press  the  Ancient  Correspondence  there ; salary, 
250 1.  a year.  He  is  also  employed  at.  extra  hours  in  preparing  and  passing  through  the  press  an 
Abstract  of  the  Materials  transcribed  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  for  which  he  receives  5 A 5 s. 
per  octavo  sheet.  , , 

0.33.  5 1 2 CIerks 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (C.) 
No.  3. 

Receipts,  &c.  of 
Commissioners, 
1833  -35' 


Clerks  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  Tower,  30  December  1835  : Mr.  Hamilton 
receives  100  l.  per  annum,  Mr.  Bond,  80  l.  Mr.  Birch,  40  l.  Mr.  Bond  attends  from  10  till  3 o’clock, 
the  others  from  10  till  4. 

Mr.  Charles  Roberts  (Record-office,  Tower  of  London),  compiler  and  editor  of  the  Calendarium 
Hseredum,  designed  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  five  volumes  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem. 
He  will  receive  two  guineas  and  a half  per  sheet  (large  folio,  with  three  columns  in  each  page)  for 
compiling  from  the  original  Inquisitions,  and  two  guineas  per  sheet  for  editorship.  He  is  also 
editor  of  be  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  3d,  for  which  work  he  receives 
4 d.  per  folio  for  transcription,  150 1.  per  volume  for  editing  the  text  and  writing  the  preface,  and 
4 1.  4 s.  per  sheet  for  compiling  the  index. 

Mr.  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy  (Record-office,  Tower  of  London).  He  is  employed  by  the  Secretary 
under  an  order  of  the  Board,  dated  17  May  1834,  directing  that  the  earliest  of  each  series  of  Rolls 
at  the  Tower,  as  the  Patent,  the  Almain,  the  Roman,  the  Norman,  the  Gascon,  &c.,  should  be  sent 
to  the  press,  the  advance  of  the  printing  to  be  regulated  by  the  amount  of  the  funds  that  might  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  and  the  expense  of  the  other  operations  carrying  on.  Mr.  Hardy’s 
rate  of  payment  is  as  follows : octavo  volumes,  editorship,  150  l.  a volume;  folio  volumes,  editor- 
ship, il.is.  per  sheet.  In  both  cases,  the  transcripts  are  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  4 d.  per  folio,  and 
the  money  out  of  pocket  only  is  allowed  for  compiling  the  indexes.  A question  has  arisen  as  to  the 
remuneration  for  prefaces  to  the  folio  volumes.  In  future  no  remuneration  will  be  allowed  unless 
under  very  special  circumstances. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Thorpe,  editor  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws.  In  May  1834  he  undertook  to  prosecute 
and  complete  this  work  for  a gross  sum  of  600/.,  of  which  50/.  is  to  be  advanced  quarterly  until 
400  l.  shall  be  paid,  but  the  remaining  200  l.  is  not  to  be  paid  until  the  entire  work  shall  be  finished 
at  press. 

Mr.  Aneurin  Owen,  editor  of  the  Ancient  Welch  Laws,  under  the  order  of  the  Board,  dated 
17  May  1834.  Ibis  order  gives  him  for  the  task  the  sum  of  600 1.,  of  which  50 1.  is  to  be  paid  every 
three  months  during  two  years,  beginning  the  — May  1834,  and  the  remainder  upon  the  work  being 
finished  at  press. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq.  (Queen’s  College,  Oxford).  He  is  engaged  in  forming  catalogues  of  certain 
manuscripts  in  the  Bodleian  Library  and  in  the  libraries  of  different  Colleges  at  Oxford.  His  remu- 
neration varies  with  the  length  and  nature  of  the  catalogue. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Black.  The  nature  of  his  present  employment  has  been  already  minutely 
described.  He  is  to  receive  the  sum  of  300  l.  for  his  whole  time,  from  July  1835  to  July  1836. 

Clerks  of  Mr.  Black  : Mr.  Walter  Nelson,  Mr.  Henry  Charles  Kertslet,  Mr.  Thomas  Green  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  Noakes.  Each  receives  a salary  of  40 1.  a year.  The  three  former  are  principally 
employed  in  copying  the  Manuscript  Collectanea  of  Rymer  at  the  British  Museum. 

Mr.  Julius  Drescher,  salary,  80  l.  per  annum.  Mr.  Drescher  is  at  present  principally  engaged  in 
assisting  the  Secretary  in  passing  through  the  press  portions  of  the  Appendixes  to  the  Report 
upon  the  Fcedera,  and  the  materials  for  early  English  History  in  foreign  libraries  and  archives. 

Mr.  George  Smith.  He  pays  the  wages  of  the  persons  in  the  weekly  employ  of  the  Board,  the 
tradesmen’s  bills,  &c.  &c.  He  also  keeps  the  accounts,  &c.  &c.  For  this  trouble  he  is  allowed  the 
yearly  sum  of  55  l. 

William  Henry  Bennett.  His  time  is  wholly  occupied  in  fair  copying,  &c.  the  letters  written  or 
dictated  by  the  Secretary.  He  receives  1 l.  5 s.  a week. 

Daniel  Richardson,  porter  and  messenger,  1 1.  per  week. 

Mary  Smith,  laundress,  20  l.  a year. 


NAMES  of  the  Persons  Employed  under  the  Orders  of  the  Secretary,  at  the  Augmentation 
Office  and  elsewhere,  in  Cleaning,  Sorting  and  Repairing  the  Records,  with  a Statement  of  their 
Weekly  Wages. 


G.  Gay,  senior 
J.  Blayney 
W.  Hall  - 

H.  Mogford 
W.  Goodenough 
H.  Gay  - 

H.  Barber  - 
R.  Hanney 
1\  Paul  - 
W.  Y.  Finley 
R.  Toovey 
C.  Gay,  junior 
A.  Gay 
R.  Martin  - 


pur  Week. 
£.  a.  d. 


1 5 - 
1 5 - 
1 - - 
1 5 - 
1 5 - 


1 - xo 


1 5 - 
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/0\__LIST  ol?  Works  Printed,  Compiled  and  Transcribed  under  the  Direction  of  the  Record 
' ' • Board,  since  March  1831 ; and  also  of  those  now  in  progress. 

A General  Introduction  to  Doomsday  Book,  accompanied  by  Indexes  of  the  Tenants  in  Chief 
and  Undertenants  at  the  .time  of  the  Survey,  as  well  of  the  Holders  of  Land  mentioned  in  Doomsday, 
anterior  to  the  formation  of  that  Record,  with  an  Abstract  of  the  Population  of  England  at  the  close 
of  the  Reign  of  William  the  Conqueror;  2 vols.  8vo.  (Published). 

A volume  of  Miscellaneous  Records,  selected  from  the  Chapter  House.  Contents : Rotulus  Litte- 
rarum  Patentium  de  Anno  Regni  Regis  Johanis  Septimo  ; Transcripta  Litterarum  Patentium  Hibernia; 
temporibus  Regum  Henrici  Quinti  et  Sexti,  Placita  (anno  520  Regis  Henrici  Tertii)  de  terris  datis 
et  occupatis  occasione  Turbacionis  in  Regno  Anglia; ; 8vo.  (Published.) 

Third  Volume  of  the  Calendars  to  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ; 
folio.  (Published). 

Third  Volume  of  the  Calendar  to  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth;  folio.  (Published). 

Division  3 of  Vol.  2 of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  &c.  in  the  reign  of  Edward  2d ; folio. 
(Published.) 

Hotuli  Litterarum  Clausarum  in  Turri  Londinensi  asservati,  ab  anno  1204  ad  annum  1224;  folio. 
(Vol.  1,  published;  vol.  2,  printing). 

'Ihe  Chancellor’s  Roll,  or  Antigraph  of  the  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  of  the  3d  year  of  King  John, 
preserved  in  the  Chapter  House,  Westminster ; 8vo.  (Published). 

Rotulus  Magnus  Pip®  de  Anno  Tricesimo  Regis  Henrici  primi,  commonly  called  the  Roll  of 
Stephen;  8vo.  (Published). 

proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the  Reigns  of  Richard  2 and  Henry  4,  Henry  5 
and  Henry  6.  (Five  volumes  are  published,  two  more  volumes  are  in  the  press). 

Appendix  and  General  Index  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  temp.  Henry  8 ; folio.  This  forms  the 
sixth  and  concluding  volume  of  the  work  ; folio.  (Published). 

An  Introduction  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  of  King  Henry  8,  with  a Map  of  England  and  Wales, 
showing  the  distribution  in  Dioceses ; 8vo.  (Published). 

Rotuli  Normanni®  in  Turri  Londinensi  asservati,  Johanne  et  Henrico  V.  Angli®  Regibus;  8vo. 
vol.  1.  (Published). 

Excerpta  d Rotulis  Finium  in  Turri  Londinensi  asservati,  Henrico  Tertio  Rege;  8vo.  (Vol.  x 
published ; vol.  2,  printing). 

Rotuli  de  Oblatis  et  Finibus  in  Turri  Londinensi  asservati,  Tempore  Regis  Johannis ; 8vo. 
(Published). 

Fines  sive  Pedes  finium  sive  finales  Concordi®  in  Curia  Domini  Regis,  A.  d.  1x95-1 214 : 8vo.  (The 
first  volume  is  published,  the  second  volume  is  in  the  press). 

Rotuli  Curi®  ac  Justiciarorum  Regis  of  the  Reigns  of  Richard  1 and  John,  preserved  at  the 
Chapter  House;  2 vols.  8vo.  (Published). 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Patentium  in  Turri  Londinensi  asservati,  a.  d.  1201-1216;  folio.  (Published). 

A Description  of  the  Patent  Rolls,  and  an  Itinerary  of  King  John  ; 8vo.  (Published). 

An  Account  of  the  most  important  Records  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Publications  of  the  Record 
Commissioners,  together  with  other  Miscellaneous,  Historical  and  Antiquarian  information  ; 2 vols. 
8vo.  (Published.  This  work  has  for  some  time  been  out  of  print). 

Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  Essay  on  the  origin  of  Equitable  Jurisdiction,  as  deduced  from  the  ancient 
transactions  of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament ; 8vo.  (Published.) 

A Proposal  for  the  erection  of  a General  Record  Office,  Judges’  Hall  and  Chambers,  and  other 
Buildings,  on  the  Site  of  the  Rolls  Estate ; 8vo.  (Published.) 

Papers  relative  to  the  project  of  building  a General  Record  Office,  with  Plans;  8vo.  (published.) 

Proceedings  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom ; June  1832, 
August  1833.  This  volume  contains  numerous  Extracts  from  the  Early  Wardrobe  Accounts,  the 
Memoranda  Rolls,  the  Placita  Curi®  Regis,  the  Early  Fines,  &c.,  and  Copies  of  numerous  short 
Ancient  Records  and  Documents;  folio.  (Published.) 

Selections  from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the  Ex- 
chequer; folio.  These  Selections  are  intended  to  form  an  Appendix  to  the  next  volume  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board ; folio  (printed). 

Questions  circulated  under  the  authority  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records 
of  the  Kingdom,  with  the  view  of  procuring  Information  respecting  Records,  Manuscripts,  &c.  in  the 
possession  of  Corporations  and  Individuals,  illustrative  of  the  History  and  Antiquities  ot  England  and 
Ireland,  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  Norman  Isles ; folio,  pp.  26. 

La  Commission  des  Archives  d’Angleterre  aux  Savans  et  Antiquaires  Framjais  ; 8vo.  (published.) 

Die  A rchiv- Commission  Gross-britanniens  an  die  Alterthumsforscher  Deutschlands  und  des  nord- 
lichen  Europas  ; 8vo.  (Published.) 

Memoria  da  Commissao  dos  Arquivos  da  Gran-Bretanlia  dirigida  aos  Cartorarios,  Bibliothecarios, 
e Antiquarios  de  Portugal,  pelo  que  respeita  aos  trabal-hos  ; e exames  da  mesma  Commissao  ; 8vo. 
(Published.) 

Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum,  8vo.  (Printed.) 

Manuscript  containing  a series  of  Docquets  of  all  Commissions,  Grants  of  Honours,  Pardons,  and 
other  Patents  of  Charles  I.  while  he  was  at  Oxford,  from  28th  November  1642  to  the  11th  June  1646. 
This  Manuscript  is  amongst  the  collections  of  Sir  William  Dugdale,  in  the  Library  of  the  Ashmolean 
Museum.  Oxford;  8vo.  (Printed,  and  will  shortly  be  published.) 

The  Ancient  Calendars  and  Inventories  of  the  Treasury,  Vol.  1,  containing  Bishop  Stapleton’s 
Calendar,  the  Memoranda  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  III,  and  illustrative  Records. 
(Printed,  and  will  shortly  be  published.) 

The  like,  Vol.  2,  containing  the  Memoranda  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Reigns  from  Richard  II.  to 
Henry  VI.  inclusive,  Inventories  of  the  Plate  and  Jewels  in  the  Treasury  at  different  periods,  and 
Agard’s  Compendium.  (Printed,  and  will  shortly  be  published.) 

The  like,  Vol.  3,  containing  the  Memoranda  of  the  Treasury  from  Edward  IV.  to  Henry  VIII. 

0.33.  5 F 3 inclusive ; 
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inclusive  ; the  Indentures  and  Writs  of  Deposit  and  Transmission,  from  Edward  I.  to  George  II.,  and 
illustrative  Documents.  (Printed,  and  will  shortly  be  published.) 

Catalogue  of  Documents  from  the  Year  790  to  the  Close  of  the  15th  Century,  preserved  in  the 
Archives  of  France,  Hotel  Soubise,  Paris ; List  of  Manuscripts  and  Documents  connected  with 
British  History  and  Literature,  in  the  Libraries  and  Archives  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  &c.;  8vo. 
(Printed.  These  form  part  of  the  Appendixes  to  the  Secretary’s  Report  on  the  plan  to  be  adopted 
in  the  continuation  of  the  new  edition  of  Fcedera,  &c.) 

Specimens  of  Catalogues,  or  Inventories  of  Records,  namely ; A Calendar  of  the  Surveys  of  the 
Estates  of  King  Charles  the  First,  his  Queen,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  taken  pursuant  to  Ordinances 
of  Parliament  In  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  (in  the  Augmentation  Office);  Original  Surrenders 
made  by  certain  Religious  Houses,  now  extant  in  the  Augmentation  Office;  Catalogue  of  Records 
remaining  in  the  Office  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer;  List  of  Ministers’  Accounts  for 
Bedfordshire  and  Berkshire, in  the  Augmentation  Office;  folio.  (Printed.) 

New  Edition  of  the  Ancient  Welsh  Laws ; in  folio  and  in  8vo.  (Printing.) 

Incdited  Documents  relating  to  and  elucidating  the  Ancient  History  of  Scotland;  Alexander  3d 
to  Robert  1st ; Vol.  1,  8vo.  (Printing.) 

The  Third  Volume  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  of  the  Reign  of  King  John  ; 8vo.  (Printing.) 

Magnus  Rotulus  Pi  pm  de  Anno  Secundo  Regis  Henrici  Secundi ; Svo.  (Printing.) 

Magnus  Rotulus  Pipse  de  Anno  Primo  Regis  Ricardi  Primi ; 8vo.  (Printing.) 

Abstract  or  Catalogue  of  all  Diplomes,  Royal  Letters,  and  other  documents,  transcribed  for  the 
Supplement  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera;  8vo.  (Printing.) 

The  Liberate  Rolls  of  the  Reigns  of  John  and  Henry  the  3d  ; 8vo.  (Printing.) 

The  Charter  Rolls  of  the  Reigns  of  John  and  Henry  the  3d  ; folio.  ('Ihe  text  of  the  First  Volume 
is  printed.) 

The  Gascon  Rolls,  commencing  with  the  26th  year  of  Henry  the  3d,  and  ending  with  the  39th 
year  of  Henry  the  6th  ; folio.  (Printing.) 

A volume  of  Records,  Supplemental  to  Doomsday  Book,  consisting  of  Territorial  Surveys  to  the 
time  of  King  John;  folio.  (Printing.) 

A Territorial  Survey  of  Lands  in  Wales,  to  the  time  of  King  Edward  3d  ; folio.  (Printing.) 

Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain;  folio.  The  First  Volume  is  printed,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Prolegomena ; the  principal  Contents  are,  Gildas,  Nennius,  Bede,  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  the 
Welsh  Chronicle,  Asser,  Athelweard’s  Chronicle,  Florence  of  Worcester,  Henry  of  Huntingdon, 
Simeon  of  Durham,  &c.  (The  prosecution  of  this  Work  has  been  suspended  for  some  months.) 

Calendars  of  the  Assize,  Plea,  Iter,  Coronatoria,  and  other  Judicial  Rolls  in  the  Record  Office  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer.  (Preparing  lor  the  press.) 

Calendars  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  and  Privy  Seals,  in  the  same  Repository.  (Preparing 
for  the  press.) 

The  Great  Roil  of  Normandy,  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  2d.  (Preparing  for  the  press.) 

New  edition  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws ; in  folio  and  Svo.  (Preparing  for  the  press.) 

Memoranda  dc  Traditione  Magni  Sigilli  Anglia?  e Uotulis  Cancellaria?  excerpta;  8vo.  (Tran- 
scribed for  the  press  ) 

Appendix  to  the  volume  of  Nona?  Rolls.  (Transcribed  for  the  press.) 

Petitions  in  Chancery  of  the  Reigns  of  Edward  3d,  Richard  2d,  Henry  4H1,  Henry  5th, 
Henry  6th.  and  Edward  4th.  (Transcribed  for  the  press.) 

Appendix  to  Four  Volumes  of  the  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  preserved  at  the  Tower.  (This  is 
the  Calendarium  Hanedum ; considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  this  compilation ; no  part  is 
yet  printed.)  . 

' Letters  of  Frederic,  Elector  Palatine  and  King  of  Bohemia,  to  Ins  wile  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
James  the  1st ; written  between  the  years  1612  and  1632.  (Transcribed.) 

Ancient  Historical  Records  anti  Documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation  of  Salisbury. 
(Transcribing.) 

Catalogue  of  the  Inedited  Manuscripts  and  Papers  illustrative  of  the  General  and  Local  History  of 
the  Country,  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  and  not  described  in  any  printed  work, 
(Compiling.)  . 

Foreign  State  Letters  in  the  Tower  of  London,  being  Letters  from  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spam, 
the  Kings  of  the  Romans,  the  Dukes  of  Norway,  and  the  Earls  of  Holland  and  Flanders,  addressed 
to  the  Kings  of  England,  and  written  during  the  period  that  elapsed  from  the  beginning  of  the  lleign 
of  Henry  3d  to  the  end  of  the  Reign  of  Richard  3d.  (A  considerable  number  transcribed  for 

' ^French \lolls,  commencing  with  the  16th  Year  of  Henry  the  36,  and  ending  with  the  Reign  of 
Edward  the  4th.  (Partly  transcribed  for  the  press.) 

Miscellaneous  unarranged  Records  at  the  Tower  of  London.  An  Abstract  or  Catalogue  is  framing ; 
a selection  of  the  most  curious  will  be  transcribed,  and  printed. 

A Calendar  of  Orders  and  Decrees  in  the  Court  of  Augmentations,  from  the  Feast  of  St.  George, 
in  28  Henry  8th,  to  the  end  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  6th.  This  Calendar  is  framed  from  the  Inrol- 
ment  Books  in  the  custody  of  the  Second  Secondary  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer  in  the  Exchequer. 
(A  fair  copy  in  two  large  volumes  folio  has  been  placed  in  the  British  Museum  for  public  use,  where 
they  are  numbered  9781  and  9782,  in  the  Catalogue  of  “Additional  Manuscripts.”) 

A Calendar  or  Catalogue  of  the  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  according  to  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  them.  (Manuscript.) 

A Catalogue  of  the  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts  and  Records  in  the  Custody  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer of  the  Exchequer,  arranged  as  far  as  is  practicable  in  Chronological  Order.  This  contains 
numerous  articles,  the  existence  of  which  was  lately  quite  unknown.  (Manuscript.) 

A Calendar  of  the  numerous  documents  entered  in  the  Office  Book  of  the  Exchequer,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Liber  Rubeus,  or  the  Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer,  with  an  Account  of  the  other 
Contents  of  that  volume.  (Manuscript.) 

A Calendar  of  the  Documents,  and  an  account  of  the  other  matters  contained  in  the  Liber  de 
Antiquis  Legibus  ; a Manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  and 
historically  the  earliest  and  most  important  Manuscript  possessed  by  them.  (Manuscript.) 

A full  and  minute  Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts,  121  in  number,  which  were  bequeathed  by  Sir 
Matthew  Hale  to  the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  and  preserved  in  their  Library.  Amongst 
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these  Manuscripts  are  several  volumes  made  up  of  papers  written  or  collected  by  Selden  ; numerous 
volumes  of  Transcripts  of  Records,  Year  Books,  and  Reports,  many  of  which  have  never  been  printed ; 
Chronicles,  and  other  Historical  and  Juridical  Writings.  These  Manuscripts  are  very  little  known, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  restrictions  which  the  Learned  Judge  imposed  upon  the  Society,  in  respect  of 
the  use  of  them.  (Manuscript.) 

A similar  Catalogue  of  a Collection  of  Manuscripts,  Historical,  Record,  and  Leeal,  made  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Maynard,  87  Volumes.  These  are  also  in  the  Library  of  Lincoln’s  Inn.  (Manuscript.) 

A similar  Catalogue  of  the  remaining  Manuscripts  in  that  Library,  271  Volumes,  many  of  which 
are  only  Modern  Reports  or  Notes  of  Cases ; but  amongst  them  arc  many  volumes  of  great  curiosity 
and  value.  (Manuscript.) 

An  Abstract  of  Ecclesiastical  Surveys  made  during  the  Commonwealth,  now  in  the  Archives  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  at  Lambeth,  bound  in  24  large  Volumes.  These  Surveys  are, 

1.  Of  Lands  and  other  Possessions  belonging  to  the  Bishops  and  to  the  Deans  and  Chapters. 

2.  Of  the  State  of  the  Parishes  in  respect  of  Spiritual  Superintendence,  Ministers’  Main- 

tenance, &c.,  with  Suggestions  in  respect  of  the  Union  or  Division  of  Parishes.  The 
Surveys  of  this  class  are  not  complete.  (This  Abstract  remains  in  Manuscript.) 

An  Account  of  the  Manuscripts  in  the  Public  or  University  Library  at  Cambridge,  which  relate 
to  Records,  Law,  or  History,  formed  for  the  most  part  from  the  unpublished  Catalogue  of  them 
made  by  Nasmith.  (Manuscript.) 

A similar  Account  of  the  Manuscripts  of  the  same  Classes  in  the  Libraries  of  the  several  Colleges 
of  that  University.  (Manuscript.)  * 

A minute  and  full  Account  of  the  Contents  of  the  161  Volumes  of  Record,  Charter,  Legal  and 
Historical  Collections  made  by  Dodsworth,  an  Antiquary  of  the  former  half  of  the  17th  Century,  now 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford.  These  Volumes  contain  an  immense  number  of  Transcripts 
from  the  Public  Records  both  of  Chancery  and  the  Exchequer,  as  they  existed  two  Centuries  ago, 
and  from  Charters  both  Public  and  Private,  which  no  longer  exist.  (Manuscript.) 

Catalogues  of  the  Manuscripts  in  the  Libraries  of  All  Souls,  Queen’s,  New  College,  and  other 
Colleges  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  intended  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  only  printed  Cata- 
logues of  the  Manuscripts  in  those  Libraries;  namely,  those  in  the  Folio  Volume  entitled  “ Catalogi 
MSS.  Anglia;  et  Hibernia;,”  published  in  1697.  (Manuscript.) 

Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  and  State  Papers  belonging  to  the  Most.  Noble  the  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  at  Hatfield  House.  Vol.  1,  Miscellaneous  MSS.  and  Papers ; Vol.  2,  Letters,  particular 
and  general  Arrangement,  to  1597  ; Vol.  3,  Letters,  general  Arrangement,  1597  to  1602 ; Vol.  3, 
Letters,  general  Arrangement,  1602-3  to  1643.  (Transcribed  by  permission  of  Lord  Salisbury.) 

The  Letters  Missive,  in  the  Tower,  sent  by  the  King  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  ordering  the  execution 
of  various  Mandates.  They  extend  from  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  2d  to  that  of  Richard  the  3d, 
inclusive,  relate  solely  to  Domestic  Affairs,  are  all  written  in  English,  upon  paper ; and  if  printed, 
would  occupy  3 vols.  8vo.  (Transcribed  for  the  press.) 

An  immense  mass  of  transcripts,  diplomes,  letters  and  other  public  documents,  from  the  Archives 
and  Libraries  of  Paris,  Lille,  Ghent,  Bruxelles,  Antwerp,  St.  Omer,  Hamburgh,  Konigsberg,  Dres- 
den, Munich,  Stuttgard,  Vienna,  St.  Gall,  Rome,  Lisbon,  &c.  &c.  These  will  be  for  the  most  part 
used  for  the  Supplement  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera. 

Manuscript  Collectanea  of  ltymer  in  the  British  Museum.  The  transcription  is  complete  to  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  There  are  also  two  volumes  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  tran- 
scribed, and  two  or  three  volumes  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth  are  in  the  course  of  transcription. 


Besides  the  foregoing  Works,  various  Reports  and  Papers  have  been  printed  for  the  private  use  of 
the  Board  ; the  principal  of  which  are, 

Mr.  Illingworth’s  Observations  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Four  Courts  at  Westminster,  and  on 
the  Measures  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  The  House  of  Commons,  in  1800,  for  rendering 
them  more  accessible  to  the  Public ; 8vo. 

Observations  on  the  Calendars  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  and  on  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; 
8vo.' 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Utility  and  Expediency  of  Collecting  and  Publishing  the  Con- 
stitutional Records,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  Accession  of  Edward  I. ; 8vo. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mode  of  Remunerating  the  Sub-Commissioners ; 8vo. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  LlandafF  to  the  Right  Honourable  The  Speaker,  upon 
the  Parliamentary  Writs ; 8vo. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Protheroe,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  upon  the  Con- 
tinuation of  the  Parliamentary  Writs;  8vo. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Calendars  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ; 8vo. 

The  Bill  of  John  Bayley,  Esq.,  Principal  Clerk  in  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower,  for  Searches, 
Office  Copies,  &c.  of  Records  relative  to  the  Claim  of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool  to  the  Town 
Dues ; folio,  pp.  32. 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretary  with  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.,  Deputy  Clerk  Register ; Memorial 
of  Robert  Pitcairn,  Esq.,  Writer  to  the  Signet;  Reports  of  the  Deputy  Clerk  Register,  from  1822  to 
1831 ; 8vo. 
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(No  7 )— LIST  of  the  Libraries  and  other  Repositories  to  which  Copies  of  the  Publications 
Appendix  (C.)  0f  t]ie  ]>)0arji  jn  the  whole  or  in  great  part,  have  been  presented  in  His  Majesty  s Name ; arranged 

betically  in  three  Classes;  viz.:  those  in, 

No.  3.  I — The  British  Islands. 

Receipts,  &c.  of  II._The  British  Dependencies  and  Colonies. 

Commissioners,  1 

! 833-35.  III. — Foreign  States. 

An  asterisk  (•)  is  prefixed  to  those  Libraries  and  Repositories  which  have  received  them  in  pur- 

suance  of  Grants  made  under  the  Commission  which  bears  date  March  12,  1831. 


j._The  British  Islands. 


•Aberbrothock  (Arbroath),  the  Subscription  Li- 
brary. 

* Aberdeen,  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Advo- 

cates. 

New,  the  Library  of  Marischal  College. 

_ Old,  the  Library  of  King’s  College. 
‘‘Alloa,  the  Sheriff  Clerk’s  Office. 

* Alnwick,  the  Subscription  Library. 

* Annan,  the  Archives  of  the  Royal  Burgh. 

* Antrim,  the  Public  Sessions  House. 

Argyll.  See  Inverary. 

Armagh,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

•Ayr,  the  Library  of  the  Book  Society. 

* t'lie  Library  of  the  Mechanics’  Institution. 

•Ballinrobe,  the  County  (Mayo)  Court-house. 
*Bandon,  the  Public  Library. 

* Banff,  the  Library  of  the  Institution  for  Litera- 

ture, Science  and  the  Arts. 

Bangor,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Bath,  the  Library  of  the  Literary  and  Scientific 
Institution. 

•Beaumaris,  the  Corporation  Library. 

•Bedford,  the  Subscription  Library. 

•Bedford  Level,  the  Library  of  the  Corporation 
of  the.  . 

•Belfast,  the  Library  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Knowledge. 

•Berwick-upon-Tweed,  the  Subscription  Library. 
•Beverley,  the  Corporation  Library. 
•Birmingham,  the  Law  Library. 

the  Subscription  Library. 

•Blackburn,  the  Subscription  Library. 

* Bol ton-1  e-Moors,  the  Subscription  Library. 
•Boston,  the  Permanent  Library. 

* the  Subscription  Library. 

•Bradford  (Yorkshire),  the  Subscription  Library. 
•Bridgnorth,  the  Borough  Library. 

•Bridgwater,  the  Office  of  the  Town  Clerk. 
•Bridport,  the  Institution  Library. 

* Brighton,  the  Town-hall. 

Bristol,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— the  Subscription  Library. 

•Burslem,  the  Subscription  Library. 

•Bury  (Lancashire),  the  Subscription  Library. 
•Bury  Saint  Edmunds,  the  Guildhall. 
Caithness-shire.  See  Wick. 

Cambridge  University ; viz. 

The  University  Library. 

The  Library  of 

Catherine  Hall. 

Christ’s  College. 

Clare  Hall. 

Corpus  Christi  College. 

Downing  College. 

Emanuel  College. 

Gonvil  and  Caius  College. 

Jesus  College. 

King’s  College. 

Magdalen  College. 

Pembroke  Hall. 

Queen’s  College. 

Saint  John’s  College. 

Saint  Peter’s  College. 

Sidney  Sussex  College. 

Trinity  College. 

Trinity  Hall. 


Canterbury,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— the  Library  of  the  Archbishop,  Lam- 
beth. 

* — the  Library  of  the  Philosophical  and 

Literary  Institution. 

•Cardiff,  the  County  Record  Office. 

Carlisle,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— the  Library  of  the  Bishop,  Rose  Castle. 

the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

•Carlow,  the  Court-house. 

•Carmarthen,  the  Shire-hall. 

•Carnarvon,  the  Borough  Library. 
•Carrickfergus,  the  Corporation  Library. 
•Carrick-on-Shannon,  the  Couuty  Court-house; 


not  yet  sent. 

•Cashel,  the  Office  of  Public  Records  for  the 
Corporation. 

•Cavan,  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 
•Chatham  and  Rochester,  the  Library  of  the  Phi- 
losophical and  Literary  Institution. 

Chester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* — the  Old  City  Library. 

Chichester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* the  Subscription  Library. 

•Chippenham,  the  Council-chamber  of  the  Cor- 
poration. 

•Cirencester,  the  Permanent  Public  Library. 
•Cockermouth,  the  Subscription  Library. 
•Coleraine,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Cork,  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Institution. 
Cornwall.  See  Truro. 

Coventry,  the  Subscription  Library. 

*Cricklade,  the  Office  of  the  High  Bailiff. 
Cupar,  Fife,  the  Public  Library. 

Denbigh.  See  lluthin 
•Derby,  the  Corporation  Library. 

* — the  County  Hall. 

•Devonport,  the  Public  Library. 

Devonshire.  See  Exeter. 

•Dingwall,  the  Office  of  the  County  Clerk  ofRoss- 


shire. 

•Dollar,  the  Library  of  the  Institution. 
Doncaster,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Donegal.  See  Letterkenny. 

•Dorchester,  the  County  Hall. 

•Downpatrick,  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace. 

•Drogheda,  the  Society  Library. 

Dublin,  Academy,  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Irish. 

— the  Castle  Library. 

the  Cathedral  Library,  Christ  Church. 

— the  Cathedral  Library,  St.  Patrick. 

Dublin  Society,  the  Library  of  the. 

— King’s  Arms,  the  Library  of  the. 

« — the  Ordnance  Survey-office. 

* — the  Record-office,  Custom-house. 

the  Record  Tower  at  the  Castle. 

* — the  Library  Society’s  Library. 

— ' Stevens’  Hospital,  the  Library  of. 

— Trinity  College  Library.  , 

— Ulster  King  of  Arms,  the  Office  of  the. 
•Dumbarton,  the  Dumbartonshire  County  Li- 
brary, Court-house. 

•Dumfries,  the  Burgh  Library  and  Record. 

* — the  Office  of  the  Sheriff  Court  <» 

Dumfi’ies-sbire.  ,. 

• DundaiX 
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•*Dundalk,  the  Library  of  the  Literary  Society. 
‘Dundee,  the  Public  Library. 

Durham,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

’ the  Library  of  the  Bishcp,  Bishop’s 

Auckland. 

* the  University  Library. 

Edinburgh,  Advocates,  the  Library  of  the  Fa- 
culty of. 

— Lord  Lyon  King  of  Arms,  the  Office 
of  the. 

* — Physicians,  the  Library  of  the  Royal 

College  of. 

The  General  Register-house. 

— Solicitors,  the  Library  of  the  Cor- 
poration of. 

* the  Subscription  Library. 

the  University  Library. 

— the  Writers  to  His  Majesty’s  Signet, 
the  Library  of. 

‘Elgin,  the  Record-office  of  the  Shire. 

Ely,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

*  the  Consistory  Court. 

‘Ennis,  the  Corporation  Library. 

‘Enniskillen,  the  Court-house. 

Eton,  the  College  Library. 

‘Evesham,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Exeter,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

the  Library  of  the  Devon  and  Exeter 

Institution. 

‘Falmouth,  the  Subscription  Library. 

‘Fortrose,  the  Subscription  Library. 

‘Frome,  the  Public  Library. 

‘Galway,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Glasgow,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

« — the  Library  of  the  Andersonian  Uni- 
versity. 

* — the  Sheriff’s  Office. 

Gloucester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace- 


Lichfield,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* — the  Subscription  Library, 

‘Lifford,  the  Public  Court-house. 

‘Limerick,  the  Library  of  the  Institution. 
Lincoln,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* — the  Grand  Jury-room. 

‘Linlithgow,  the  County  Library. 

* — the  Library  of  the  Council-chamber. 
‘Lisburn,  the  Library. 

‘Liskeard,  the  Public  Library. 

‘Liverpool,  the  Athenseum. 

* — the  Corporation  Library. 

— the  Library  of  the  Royal  Institution. 

* — the  Law  Library. 

* — the  Public  Library,  founded  in  1753. 

Llandaff,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

London,  Antiquaries,  the  Library  of  the  Society  of. 
— Arms,  the  Library  of  the  College  of. 

* — Arts,  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  the 

Library  of  the  Society  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of,  Adelphi. 

— Auditors  of  the  Land  Revenues,  the 
Office  of  the ; now  dissolved. 

— the  Augmentation  Office. 

* — Belgrave  Literary  and  Scientific  Insti- 

tution, the  Library  of  the. 

— the  Cathedral  Library. 

— the  Library  of  the  Bishop,  Fulham. 

— the  Chapter  House,  Westminster. 

* — Clarence  Literary  Society,  the  Library 

of  the. 

— Commons,  House  of,  the  Library. 

— Cornwall,  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of. 

— the  Corporation  Library,  Guildhall. 

— Doctors’  Commons,  the  Library  of. 

“ — East  India  Company,  the  Library  of  the 

* — Exchequer,  the  Library  of  the  Court  of. 

— — the  Office  of  the  King’s 

Remembrancer. 
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* — the  Permanent  Library.  — 

‘Godmanchester,  the  Corporation  Library. 

‘Grantham,  Dean  Newcome’s  Library. 

‘Greenock,  the  Subscription  Library.  — 

‘Guilford,  the  Council-chamber,  — 

‘Haddington,  Gray’s  Library. 

* — the  Sheriff’s  Office.  — 

‘Halifax,  the  Library  of  the  Philosophical  and  * — 

Literary  Society.  * — 

‘Handle}',  the  Subscription  Library.  * — 

‘Harrow,  the  School  Library.  — 

‘Harwich,  the  Archives  of  the  Borough.  — 

*Henley-upon-Thames,  Dean  Aldrich’s  Library.  t 
Hereford,  the  Cathedral  Library.  — 

* — the  County  Library. 

‘Hertford,  the  Library  of  the  Hertfordshire  Lite-  — 
rary  Society. 

— the  Library  of  the  East  India  College.  — 
‘Honiton,  the  Borough  Library.  * — 

‘Huddersfield,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Hull,  the  Subscription  Library.  — 

‘Huntingdon,  the  Public  Library.  — 

‘Jedburgh,  the  Public  Subscription  Library.  * — 

‘Inverary,  the  Library  of  the  Sheriff  Court  of  the  * — 
County  of  Argyll. 

‘Inverkeithing,  the  Subscription  Library,  — 

‘Inverness,  the  Inverness-shire  Library.  — 

‘Ipswich,  the  Corporation,  for  the  use  of  the 

County  of  Suffolk.  — 

‘Kidderminster,  the  Public  Library.  * — 

‘Kilkenny,  the  Society’s  Library.  — 

Kincardineshire.  See  Stonehaven..  * — 

‘Kirkcudbright,  the  Steward’s  Office. 

* — the  Subscription  Library.  — 

‘Kirkwall,  the  Orkney  Library.  — 

‘Knaresborougli,  the  Subscription  Library. 

‘Lampeter,  the  Library  of  St.  David’s  College.  — 

‘Lancaster,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Leeds,  the  Subscription  Library.  — 

‘Leicester,  the  Town  Library.  — 

‘Letterkenny,  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  — 

for  the  County  of  Donegal.  — 

‘Lewes,  the  Subscription  Library. 
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— the  Office  of  the  Lord  Trea- 

surer's Remembrancer ; 
abolished 

the  First  Fruits  Office. 

Gray’s  Inn,  the  Library  of  the  Honour- 
able Society  of. 
the  Irish  Office. 

Irish  Society,  the  Office  of  the,  Guildhall, 
the  King’s  Library. 

King’s  College,  the  Library  of. 
Lancaster,  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of. 
Law  Society,  the  Library  of  the  Incor- 
porated. 

Lincoln’s  Inn,  the  Library  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Society  of. 

London  Institution,  the  Library  of  the, 
Moorfields. 

Lords,  House  of,  the  Library. 
Mary-le-bone  Literary  and  Scientific 
Institution,  the  Library  of  the.  - 
Museum,  British,  the  Library  of  the. 

— the  Royal  Library, 

the  Ordnance  Office. 

Poor  Law  Commissioners,  the  Office  of 
the. 

the  Rods  Chapel. 

Royal  Institution,  the  Library  of  the, 
Albemarle-street. 

Royal  Society,  the  Library  of  the. 
Russell  Institution,  the  Library  of  the. 
Sion  College  Library,  London  Wall. 
Southwark  Literary  Society,  the  Library 
of  the. 

the  State  Paper  Office. 

Temple,  the  Library  of  the  Hon.  Society 
of  the  Inner. 

— the  Library  of  the  Hon.  Society 

of  the  Middle. 

Tower,  the  Record  Office  at  the. 

Town  Clerk,  the  Office  of  the. 
University,  the  Library  of  the  London. 
Westminster,  the  Library  of  the  Dean1 
and  Chapter  of. 

London, 
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London,  Williams,  Dr.  Daniel,  the  Library  of, 
Red  Cross-street. 

— Woods,  Forests  and  Land  Revenues, 
the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  of. 
“Londonderry,  the  Library  Institution. 

“Longford,  the  County  Record  Library. 

“Lynn  Regis,  the  Corporation  Library. 
“Macclesfield,  the  Subscription  Library. 
“Maidstone,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Maldon,  Archdeacon  Plume’s  library. 
Manchester,  Cheetham’s  College  Library. 

* — the  Law  Library. 

the  Portico  Library. 

“Marlborough,  the  Town  Hall. 

“Marlow,  Great,  the  Library  of  the  Vicar  and 
Churchwardens. 

“Merthyr  Tydvil,  the  Borough  Library. 
“Milnathort,  the  Subscription  Library. 
“Monaghan,  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 
Montrose,  the  Public  Library. 

“Morpeth,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Newark,  the  Subscription  Library. 
*Newcastle-under-Lyne,tlie  Town  Clerk’s  Office. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  Library  of  the  Lite- 
rary and  Philosophical  Society. 

* the  Library  of  the  So- 

ciety of  Antiquaries. 

“Newport,  the  Library  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  In- 
stitution. . 

♦Newry,  the  Library  of  the  Literary  Society. 
“Northampton,  the  County  Hall. 

Norwich,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

the  Corporation  Library. 

* the  Subscription  Library. 

^Nottingham,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Omagh,  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 

for  the  county  of  Tyrone. 

Orkney.  See  Kirkwall. 

Ossory,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Oxford,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* — the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

— University,  viz. 

The  Ashmolean  Museum. 

The  Bodleian  Library. 

The  Radcliffe  Library. 

The  Library  of 

All  Soul’s  College. 

Balliol  College. 

Brazen  Nose  College. 

Christ  Church  College. 

Corpus  Christi  College. 

Exeter  College. 

Hertford  College,  now  dissolved. 
Jesus  College. 

Lincoln  College. 

Magdalen  College. 

Merton  College. 

New  College. 

Oriel  College. 

Pembroke  College. 

. Queen’s  College. 

Saint  John’s  College. 

Trinity  College. 

University  College. 

Wadham  College. 

Worcester  College. 

“Paisley,  the  Library. 

* — the  Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Procu- 

rators. 

* — the  Trades  Library  Society’s  Library. 
“Peebles,  the  County  Library. 

•Penrhyn,  the  Archives  of  the  Corporation. 
“Penzance,  the  Subscription.  Library. 

“Perth,  the  Public  Library. 

Peterborough,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* — the  Library  of  the  Antient  Book 

Society. 

“Plymouth,  the  Library. 

“Pontefract,  the  Public  Library. 


“Portsmouth,  the  Library  of  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society. 

“Preston,  Dr.  Shepherd’s  Library. 

“Reading,  the  Library  of  the  Justice  Room. 

— the  Library  of  the  Literary  Institu- 
tion. 

“Renfrew,  the  Library  of  the  Council  Chamber. 
“Retford,  East,  the  Corporation  Library. 
“Richmond  (Yorkshire),  the  Borough  Library. 
Ripon,  the  Library  of  the  Collegiate  Church. 

* — the  Town  Hall. 

“Rochdale,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Rochester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Rochester.  See  Chatham. 

* Roscommon,  the  Peace  Office  Library. 

Rosshire.  See  Dingwall. 

“Rotherham,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Rothesay,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Royston,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Rugby,  the  School  Library. 

“Ruthin,  the  county  of  Denbigh  Library. 

“Saint  Alban’s,  the  Corporation  Library. 

Saint  Andrew’s,  the  University  Library. 

Saint  Asaph,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Saint  David’s,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Salisbury,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* — the  Corporation  Library. 

“Sandhurst,  the  Royal  Military  College  Library. 
“Scarborough,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Selkirk,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Sheffield,  the  Subscription  Library. 

* Shrewsbury,  the  County  Hall. 

— the  School  Library. 

“Sligo,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Somerset.  See  Taunton. 

“Southampton,  the  Corporation  Library. 
Southwark.  See  London. 

Southwell,  the  Library  of  the  Collegiate  Church. 
“Stamford,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Stirling,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Stockport,  the  Court  House. 

“Stoke- upon- Trent,  the  Subscription  Library. 
“Stonehouse,  the  Library  of  the  Sheriff  Court  of 
Kincardineshire. 

“Stroud,  the  Public  Library. 

“Sudbury,  the  Corporation  Library. 

“Sunderland,  the  Library. 

* — the  Library  of  the  Literary  and 

Phil&sophical  Society. 

“Swansea,  the  Library  of  the  Museum. 

“Tam  worth,  the  Town  Hall. 

“Tavistock,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Taunton,  the  Library  of  the  Somerset  and  Taun- 
ton Institution. 

♦Thetford,  the  Record  Office. 

“Totness,  the  Subscription  Library. 

*Truro,  the  Cornwall  Subscription  Library. 
Tyrone.  See  Omagh. 

“Usk,  the  Sessions  House. 

“Wakefield,  the  Subscription  Library. 

* Walsall,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Warrington,  the  Subscription  Library. 
^Warwick,  the  Court  House. 

Waterford,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

* the  Library  of  the  Institution. 

Wells,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

*Wenlock,  the  Borough  Library. 

Westminster.  See  London. 

“Wexford,  the  Corporation  Library. 

“Weymouth,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Whitby,  the  Subscription  Library. 

“Wick,  the  Record  Room  of  the  Shire  of  Caith- 

“Wicklow,  the  Court  House. 

“Wigan,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Wight,  Isle  of.  See  Newport. 

“Wightown,  the  Subscription  Library. 
Winchester,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

— the  College  Library. 

“Wisbeche,  the  Church  Library. 

“Wolverhampton, 
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•Wolverhampton,  the  Subscription  Library.  *Wycombe,  the  Subscription  Library. 

Worcester,  the  Cathedral  Library.  Yarmouth,  the  Public  Library. 

the  Library  of  the  Bishop,  Hartlebury  York,  the  Cathedral  Library. 

Castle.  — the  Subscription  Library. 


II.  The  British  Dependencies  and  Colonies. 


•Bengal,  three  Public  Libraries  in  the  Presi- 
dency of. 

•Bombay,  two  Public  Libraries  in  the  Presi- 
dency of. 

•Canada,  Lower,  the  Public  Library,  Quebec. 

* Upper,  the  Public  Library,  Toronto. 

•Gibraltar,  the  Public  Library. 

•Guernsey,  the  Record  Office  of  the  Island. 
•Jersey,  the  Public  Library. 

•Ionian  Islands,  the  Library  of  the  Senate,  Corfu. 


•Madras,  two  Public  Libraries  in  the  Presidency 
of. 

•Malta,  the  Public  Library. 

•Mauritius,  the  Library  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
•New  Brunswick,  the  Public  Library,  Frederick 
Town. 

•New  South  Wales,  the  Library  of  the  Australian 
College. 

•Nova  Scotia,  the  Public  Library,  Halifax. 

* — the  Library  of  King’s  College, 

Windsor. 
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III.  Foreign  States. 

1 . The  Continent  of  Europe. 


•Antwerp,  the  Public  Library. 

Berlin,  the  Royal  Library. 

Berne,  the  Public  Library. 

•Besancon,  the  Public  Library. 

•Boorn^  the  Library  of  the  Royal  University. 
•Bremen,  the  City  Library. 

•Breslau,  the  Library  of  the  Royal  University. 
•Brussels,  the  Public  Library. 

•Carlsruhe,  the  Grand  Ducal  Library. 

•Coimbra,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
Copenhagen,  the  Royal  Library. 

•Darmstadt,  the  Ducal  Library. 

•Dresden,  the  Royal  Library. 

•Erlangen,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Florence,  the  Fublic  Library. 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine,  the  Public  Library. 
•Genoa,  the  Public  Library. 

•Ghent,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Giessen,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Gotha,  the  Ducal  Library. 

Gottingen,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Greisswalde,  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Univer- 
sity. 

•Halle,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Hamburgh,  the  Library  of  the  Senate. 

Hanover,  His  Majesty’s  Library. 

•Heidelberg,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Jena,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Kiel,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Konigsberg,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Leipzig,  the  Public  Library. 

* — the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Liege,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Lille,  the  Public  Library. 

* — the  Archives  of  the  Department  of  the 

North. 

•Lisbon,  the  Public  Library. 

•Louvain,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Lubeck,  the  Library  of  the  Senate. 


•Lucerne,  the  Public  Libraiy. 

•Lyons,  the  Public  Library. 

•Moscow,  the  Imperial  Library. 

•Munich,  the  Royal  National  Library. 

— the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Nismes,  the  Public  Library. 

•Oporto,  the  Public  Library. 

•Paris,  the  Archives  de  France. 

— the  Library  of  the  Chamber  of  Peers. 

*'  — the  Library  of  the  Ecole  de  Droit. 

* — the  Library  of  the  Louvre. 

* — the  Royal  Library. 

* — the  Royal  Library  Department  of  Manu- 

scripts. 

•Pesth,  the  Library  of  the  Hungarian  National 
Society. 

•Petersburgh,  the  Imperial  Library. 

•Poictiers,  the  Public  Library. 

•Presburg,  the  Public  National  Library. 

•Rome,  the  Vatican  Library. 

•Rostock,  the  Library  of  the  University. 

•Rouen,  the  Public  Library. 

•Stockholm,  the  Royal  Library. 

•Strasburgh,  the  Public  Library. 

•Stutgard,  the  Royal  Library. 

•Toulouse,  the  Public  Library. 

•Treves,  the  Public  Library. 

•Tubingen,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Turin,  the  Public  library. 

•Vienna,  the  Imperial  Library. 

•Upsala,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Weimar,  the  Public  Library. 

•Wolfenbuttel,  the  Public  Library. 

•Wiirzburg,  the  Library  of  the  University. 
•Zurich,  the  Public  Library. 

•Eight  sets  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  King  of  the  French,  to  be  deposited  in 
public  libraries  or  archives  in  France. 


2. — The  United  States  of  America. 


The  National  Library. 

•Alabama,  the  Library  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of. 

•Amherst  College,  the  Library  of. 

•Annapolis,  the  Library  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
•Baltimore,  the  City  Library. 

•Boston,  the  Athenmum. 

* — the  Library  Society’s  Library. 

•Bowdein  College,  the  Library  of. 

•Brown  University,  the  Library  of. 

•Carolina,  North,  the  Library  of  the  University 
of  the  State  of. 

•Carolina,  South,  the  Library  of  the  College  of. 
*Charlestown,  the  Society  Library. 

Columbia  College.  See  New  York. 

•Dartmouth,  the  Libraiy  of  the  College  of. 
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•Georgia,  the  Library  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of. 

•Harvard  University  Library. 

Maryland.  See  Annapolis. 

•New  Jersey,  the  Library  of  the  College  of. 
•Newport,  Rhode  Island,  the  Redwood  Library. 
•New  York,  the  Columbia  College  Library. 

* — the  Law  Institute  Library. 

• — the  Society  Library. 

* — the  State  Library. 

• — the  Library  of  the  University  of 

the  State  of. 

•Ohio,  the  Library  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of. 

•Philadelphia,  the  Library. 

} 2 * Philadelphia, 
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No.  5. 

Books  purchased 
for  use  of  the  Com- 
mission. 


“Philadelphia,  the  Library  of  the  American  Phi- 
losophical Society. 

“Portland,  the  Atlienum. 

Rhode  Island.  See  Newport. 

“Saint  Lewis,  the  Library  of  the  University  of. 
“Salem,  the  Athendum. 

“Transylvania,  the  Library  of  the  University  of. 
“Vermont,  the  Library  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of. 


“Virginia,  the  Library  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of. 

“Washington,  the  Library  of  the  Department  of 
State  of  the  United  States. 

“Worcester,  Massachusetts,  the  Library  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society. 

“Yale  College,  the  Library  of. 


[The  publications  of  the  Commission  have  been  always  given  to  the  sub- commissioners, 
editors,  and  other  persons  in  the  frequent  employ  of  the  Board  ; and  occasionally  they  have  been 
given  to  gentlemen  known  to  be  engaged  in  historical  and  antiquarian  inquiries,  as  Dr.  Lingard, 
Dr.  Southey,  the  late  Mr.  Douce,  &c.] 


— No.  4.  — 

LETTERS  of  Mr.  Cooper,  explaining  the  foregoing  Returns, 
gjj.  New  Boswell  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  April  13,  1836. 

I am  directed  by  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom  to  request 
that  the  Returns  of  the  Disbursements  of  the  Board,  beginning  the  12th  March  1833,  and  ending 
the  31st  December  1835,  which  were  forwarded  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  treasury  on  the 
! cth  dav  of  January  last,  may  be  amended,  by  erasing  an  explanatory  note  to  the  item,  “ Purchase 
ofpalsosraphical  books  in  all  languages,  &C-,  774k  17/-  8 i.”  «"*«*>*  note  begins  will,  the 
words,  “ the  items  that  make  up,”  and  ends  with  the  words,  “ and  this  has  now  been  done. 

I have,  &c. 

F.  Baring,  Esq.  , C’ F'  CooV,r- 

p.  g. This  letter  is  sent  in  duplicate,  as  it  is  presumed  it  must  be  laid  before  the  House  of 

Commons. 


g.r  New  Boswell  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  June  2,  1836. 

I aw  instructed  by  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  to  request  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  Returns  transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  on  the  15th  January  last,  and  a dupli- 
cate copy  of  which  is  now  on  the  table  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  is 
headed  ^Liabilities,”  maybe  amended,  by  altering  the  heading  “ Debts  of  the  od  Board  still 
unpaid,”  to  “ Debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Board  still  unpaid;  and  the  heading,  “ Actual  debts 
and  liabilities,”  to  “ Present  debts  of  the  new  Board and  the  item,  “ Debts  of  the  old  Commission 
still  unpaid  4,6*1 J.  13  s.  6d.,”  to  “Debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Commission  still  unpaid, 
4 6*4/.  13  s.  6 d. and  the  item,  “ Amount  of  the  present  debts  and  Labilities  of  the  new  Board, 
16,168 1.  OS.  5d.,”  to"  “ Amount  of  the  present  debts  of  the  new  Board,  16,168/.  os.  5(1. 

A duplicate  of  this  letter  is  sent,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

I have,  &c. 

C.  P.  Cooper. 


Francis  Baring,  Esq. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


- No.  5.  — 


[In  compliance  wiili  the  request  of  Mr.  Cooper  [Ques 
Catalogue  of  Books,  a Proof  sheet  for  that  purpose  v 


CATALOGUE  of  Books  purchased  for  the  Use  of  the  Commission  since  the  12th  March  1831. 

islion  3152]  to  be  allowed  to  correct  the  Press  of  this 
sent  to  him ; but  such  correction  was  declined, 

The  Catalogue  has,  therefore,  been  printed  verbatim.] 

Modus  Legendi  Abbreviationes  passim  in  jure  tarn  civili  quam  pontificis  occurrentes  Colonial. 

5No’titia  y Pean  de  un  Viage  para  recorocer  Archivos,  M.  Abella.  Madrid,  1795  5 4to. 
Abhandlungen  der  Churfiirstlich  Baierischen  Akademie  der  Wissenschaften.  Munchen,  7 3- 

Neiie*  H^rn'ische  Abhandlungen  der  Baierischen  Akademie  der  Wissenschaften.  Munchen,  1779- 
Neue  Historische  Abhandlungen  der  Baierischen  Akademie  derWissenscliaften.  Munchen,  1004, 

Historische  Abhandlungen  der  Koniglich  Baierischen  Akademie  der  Wissenschaften.  Miinclien, 

18 Abhandlungen  der*  Historischen  Classe  der  Koniglich  Bayerischen  Akademie  de  Wissenschaften 
Erster  Band,  Theil  II.  Entlialtend  die  Stammreihe  und  Gesclnchte  der  Grafen  von  o 

Some  ”\ccoimt  fee  Alien  Priories,  and  of  such  Lands  as  they  are  known  to  have  possessed  in 
England  and  Wales.  London,  1787;  folio  (3  copies).  . . „ . „ . . QO  w.n 

A Critical  and  Historical  Account  of  all  the  celebrated  Libraries  in  Foreign  Countne., 
ancient  as  modern.  London,  1789;  i2mo.  . ...  „ . 

Spicilegium  sive  Collectio  veteruni  aliquot  Scriptorum  qui  m Gallia  Bibliothecis  deht 
L.  d’Achery.  Parisiis,  1723;  3 vols.  folio.  >rhe 
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The  Lawes  and  Actes  of  Parliament  made  by  James  I.  and  his  Successors,  &c.  Edinburgh,  Appendix  (C.) 

15The  Acts  and  Orders  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Estates  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  holden  1689.  jj0.  ^ 

Actes  °rk  1 at  if 's  k 'l  .dr. ! ou  v ell  e Organisation  de  la  Bibliotheque  Imperiale,  St.  Petersbourg,  1812  ; 8vo.  fo^o^he^om- 
Keues  Lehrgebaude  der  Diplomatik,  welches  in  Frankreich  von  einigen  Benedictinern  ausgeferti-  m-  ■ n 
get  worden,  iibersetzt  und  mit  Anmerkungen  versclien  von  T.  C.  Adelung.  Erfurt,  1759.  1769; 

9 Diplomatico  di  Sicilia  sotto  il  Governo  degli  Arabi,  pubblicato  per  opera:  e studio  di  Al- 

fonso Airoldi.  Palermo,  1789.  1792  ; 6 vols.  4to. 

Leonis  ab  Aitzema  Historia  Pacis,  a feederatu  Belgis  ab  Anno  1621,  a hoc  usque  tempus  tractatx. 

^ ALud  Magnf^detlusulis  cognomento  universalis  Opera.  Opere  et  studio  It.  D.  Caroli  de  Viseii. 

Antwerpiee,  1654;  folio-  . ; 

Alberici  Monachi  Trium  Fontium  Chronicon  e Manuscripts  nunc  pnmum  editum  a G.  G.  Eeib- 
nitio.  Lipsias,  1693 ; 4to.  , 

B Flacci  Albino  seu  Alcuini  Abbatis  Opera  cura  ac  studio  Frobemi.  Ratisbon,  1777 ; 5 vols. 

^Beitray  zur  praktischen  Diplomatik  fiir  Slaven,  voiziiglick  fiir  Bohmen  F.  C.  Alter.  Wien, 

1^Extrait°des  Chartes,  et  autres  Actes  Normands  ou  Anglo-Normands,  qui  se  trouvent  dans  les 
Archives  de  Calvados  Lechaude  d’Ainsy.  Caen,  1834,  1835 ; 2 vols.  8vo.  (,2  copies.) 

Rerum  Anglicarum  Henrico  VIII.  Edward  VI.  et  Maria  Regnantibus  Annales  nunc  pnmum 

e^Rerum  Anglicarum  Henrico  VIII.  Edward  VI.  et  Maria  Regnantibus,  Annales.  Londini,  iGq8  ; 4to. 

Codex  Belgicus  seu  Jus  edictale  a Principibus  Belgarum  sancitum  A.  Anselmus.  Antwerpen, 

164.0;  folio.  . . , , . 

Briefre  et  sommaire  Description  de  la  Vie  et  Mort  de  Dorn  Antoine,  premier  du  nom,  et  dixhuic- 
tiesme  Roy  de  Portugal.  Paris,  1629 ; 8vo.  _ 

Antonius  Augustinus  Bibliothecae  Manuscripla.  iaracone,  1500  ; 4to. 

Historisch.  Onderzock  naer  den  Oorsprong  en  den  waren  naem  der  openbare  plaetsen  en  andere 
Oudheden  van  de  Stad  Antwerpen,  van  stads  wege  intgegeven,  1828  ; 8vo.  . 

Archteologia  Americana;  Transactions  and  Collections  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  vol.  1. 

Worcester,  Massachusetts,  1820 ; 8vo.  ...  e v 

Archasologia  Aliana;  or,  Miscellaneous  Tracts  relating  to  Antiquity.  Published  by  the  Society  ot 

Antiquaries  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  1822.  1832;  2 vols.  4to. 

Die  g'coffneten  Archive  fiir  die  Geschichte  des  Konigreichs  Baiern.  Munchen,  1821  ; Hamberg, 

1824;  4 vols.  8 vo. 

Das  Arcliivwesen  in  Bayern.  Munchen,  1832 ; 4to.  r,  . , 

Bevtrage  zur  Geschichte  und  Literatur  voizriglich  aus  den  schatzen  der  pfalz  Baienschen  Oentral- 
bibliothek  zu  Munchen  Sterausgegeben  von  T.  C.  von  Aretin.  Munchen,  1803-1807  ; 9 vols.  8vo. 

An  Argument  proving,  from  Ancient  Histories  and  Records,  that  William  Duke  ot  Normandy 
made  no  absolute  Conquest  of  England  by  the  Sword.  .London,  1G82  ; 8vo.  ; _ R . 

. Epistoke  Arnulphi,  Episcopi  Lexoviensis,  Ex  Bibliothecas  C.  Turnebi  Hadnam.  Pansns,  1585, 

I2Fulberti  Carnutum  Episcopi  Liber  Epistolarum  Opera  P.  Massoni.  Parisiis,  1585. 

Lupi  Abbatis  Epistolarum  Liber.  Parisiis,  1588.  . 

De  Fontibus  Adami  Bremensis  Commentationem  scnpsit  1 . Asmassen.  Kilia,  1834  ; 4“- 
Bibliotheca  Medica  Laurentiana  et  Palatina  Codicum  MSS.  Onentalium  Catalogus.  S.  E. 

Assemannus.  Florentia,  1742 ; folio.  . . . 

The  Origin  and  Progress  of  Writing.  T.  Astle.  London,  1803;  4to.  (4  copies.) 

Bibliotheca  Santa  ac  Metropolitana  Ecclesia  Turonensis  studio  et  Opera  D.  Victoris  d Avanne 

•Casaroduni  Turonum,  1706 ; i2mo.  , _ . • • .t,  - 

Calendars  of  the  Ancient  Charters,  &c.,  and  of  the  Welsh  and  Scotch  Rolls,  now  remaining  m the 
Tower  of  London.  Ayloffe.  London,  1772 ; 4to.  (3  copies.)  P • 

Sylloge  Anecdotorum  omnis  ari  Chronicorum  D.plomatum,  &c  H.stor.as  et  res  Germanicas 
exterasque  Civiles  et  Ecclesiasticas  Illustrantium,  Ex  recencione  C.  F.  Ayrmanm,  Francofurtis  1. 

17 A Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  hitherto  undescribed,  consisting 
of  5,000  volumes.  S.  Ayscough.  London,  1782,  2 vols.  4_to.  Three  copies.  R 

Baader,  Reisen  durch  verscliiedene  Gegenden  Deutchlands,  m Bnefen.  Augsburg,  W95  > 

Bacmeister,  Essai  sur  l’Origine  et  1’Etat  actuel  de  la  Bibliotheque  Imperiale  de  St.  Petersbourg, 

1776 ; 8vo. 

Liber  Regis.  J.  Bacon.  London,  1786;  4to. 

Bailly,  Notices  Historiques  sur  les  Bibliotheques.  Pans,  1828  ; 8vo. 

Scriptores  Illustres  Majoris  Britannia.  J.  Balaus  Basilea ; 4*o.  Two  copies. 

Stephani  Baluzii  Miscellanea,  hoc  est  Collectio  veterum  Monumentorum  qua  hactenus  latuerant 
in  variis  Codicibus  ac  Bibliothecis.  Parisiis,  16,  1700 ; 6 vols.  8vo.  . p ... 

Epistolarum  Innocentii  III.  Romani  Pontificis  Libri  undecim.  S.  Baluzius  College,  etc.  Parisiis, 

1682 ; 2 vols.  folio,  (2  copies.)  . , 

Catalogus  Codicum  Latinorum  Bibliotheca  Medica  Laurentiana.  A.  M.Bandmius.  Florentia, 

/ Catalogus'  Colhcum°It°alicorum  Bibliotheca  Medica  Laurentiana.  A.  M.  Bandinius.  Florentia, 

1778 ; folio. 

Miscellanea  Cracoviensia  vova  Bandke,  Fasciculus  l.  Cracovia,  1829;  4to.  _ 

Clavis  Diplomatica  Studio  et  Opera.  D.  E.  Baringii.  Hanovera,  1737  ; 4t0- 

D.  E.  Baringii.  Clavis  Diplomatica.  Hanovera,  1754 ; 4t0;  (2  copies).  , . , -.fiRR- 

The  History  of  that  most  victorious  Monarch  Edward  3d,  &c-  J-  Barnes.  * 0 , ’ 

fo,i°.  . r 

Jacobus  Baroccius,  Indice  degli  Libri,  Scritti  e Penna  nella  sua  Librena.  ene  11s,  t i/. 

Baudelot  de  Dairval,  de  PUtilitG  des  Voyages  Litteraires.  Paris,  1093 ; ovo. 

Dictionnaire  Geographique  et  Historique,  M.  A.  Baudrant.  Pans,  1705 ; folio  (2  copies). 

0 r 1 1 „ Baronins, 

0.33.  5®3 
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Baronius,  Annales  Ecclesiastica,  una  cum  critica,  critica  historico  chronologica  Pagii  et  Lucca 
1738-1746;  19  vols.  folio.  . 

Martyrologium  Ecclesiae  Germanic®  pervestustum,  m publicum  prodit.  M.  F.  Beckius.  Aug. 
Vindel,  1687 ; 4to.  _ _ , _ . . „ „ „ 

Literatur  der  alteren  Reisebeschreibungen.  J.  Beckmann,  Gottingen,  1808-1810  ; 2 vols.  8vo. 
Beckmann’s  Catalogus  Bibliotheca  Universitatis.  Frankofurt  an®  Francofurti  ad  Viadrum,  1706; 

^Venerabilis  Bed®  Opera  quotquot  repiriri  potuerunt  omnia.  Colonise  Agr.,  1612  ; 8 vols.  folio. 
Rerum  Hispanicarum  Scriptures  aliquot.  R.  Belus.  Francofurti,  1579. 

De  Rebus  Gestis  a F.  Ximenio  Cisnerio,  studio  J.  Sambuci.  Francofurti,  1581 ; folio. 

Histoire  Litteraire  de  la  France.  Par  Religieux  Benedictins,  1723.  1732  ; 17  vols.  4to. 

Histoire  Litteraire  de  la  Congregation  de  Saint  Maur,  Ordre  de  S.  Benoit.  Bruxelles,  1770 ; 4to. 
Bibliotheque  Generate  des  Ecrivains  de  1’ Ordre  de  S.  Benoit.  1777.  1777 ; 4 vols.  4to. 

Berdes,  Catalogus  Bibliothecae  Summi  Regii,  Tribunalis  Wismariensis.  Wismar,  1703  ; folio. 
Bernardus,  Sanctus,  Opera  qu®  quidem  Colligi  undequaque  in  hunc  risque  diem  potuere  omnia. 
Par.  1632 ; folio. 

Codex  Traditionum  Ecclesi®  Ravennateusis  in  papyro  Scriptus  et  in  regia  Bibliothecae  Bavarica 
asservatus.  Edidit  J.  B.  Bernhart.  1810;  4to. 

Lettres  sur  differens  sujets,  ecrites  pendant  le  cours  d’un  Voyage  par  l’AUemagne,  la  Suisse,  la 
France  meridionale,  et  en  Italie,  en  1774  et  1775.  J.  Bernouilli.  Berlin,  1777.  1779 ; 3 vols.  8vo. 
Bernouilli,  Bescliriebung  Wissenschaft  licher  Reisen.  Berlin,  1781.  1786 ; 18  vols.  8vo. 

Concilia  Rotomagensis  Provinci®  Accendunt  Diocesan®  Synodi,  Pontificum  Epistol®.  G.  Bessin 
Rotomagi.  1717;  folio. 

Beyerus,  Arcana  Sacra  Bibliothecarum  Dresdensium.  Ejusdein  operis  continuatio  prima.  Dres- 
den, 1738;  i2mo. 

J.  L.  Bianconi  Lendsclireiben  an  P.  Hercolani.  Leipzig,  1764 ; 8vo. 

Bibliotheca  Nova  Tigurinourum  Publica  Private,  1629  ; 4to. 

Bibliotheca  Augusta  Dni  Augusti  Ducis  Brunovicensis  et  Lun®burgensis  qu®  est  Wolferbyti. 

Bibliotheca  Bavarica,  oder  Sammlung  verschiedener  kleiner  Schriften,  Abhandlungen  und 
Nachrichten  aus  alien  Theilen  der  Baierischen  Geschichte.  Miinchen,  1767;  2 bande  in  l vol. 
l2mo. 

Bibliotheca  Vaticana.  Lipsi®,  1803. 

Bibliotheca  Ministerii  Sacri  Scaphusiensis.  1820;  8vo. 

Bibliothec  inclyt®  Reipublic®  Augustan®  utriusque  turn  Gr®c®  turn  Latin®  librorum  et  impres- 
sorum  et  manu  exazatorum  Catalogus.  Aug.  Vindel,  1600. 

Bibliothec®  Medic  Laurentian®  Catalogus.  A.  M.  Biscionius.  Florenti®,  1752 ; folio. 
Bibliothec®  Academi®  Ingolstadensis  Incunabula  Typographica.  Ingolstadii,  1787 ; 4 vols.  4to. 
Bibliothec®  llegi®  Catalogus.  Londini,  1820.  1829  ; 5 vols.  folio. 

Nachrichten  von  der  Ehemaligen  aus  lauter  Handschriften  bestandenen  Bibliothek  in  Fulda.  Leip- 
zig, 1812 ; i2mo. 

Essai  Historique  sur  la  Bibliotheque  du  Roi.  Paris,  1782  ; i2mo. 

Notices  et  Extraits  des  Manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotheque  du  Roi.  Paris,  1787.  18; 


1 2 vols.  4to. 
n Latinam  vertit, 


Bibliotheque  Protypographique.  Paris,  1830;  4to. 

Josephi  Binghami  Origines  sive  Antiquitates  Ecclesiastic®,  ex  Lingua  Anglicana  ii 
J.  I-I.  Grischovius  accedit  Prefatio.  J.  F.  Buddei.  Hal®,  1724.  1729 ; 10  vols.  4to. 

Bjorustahls  Briefe  auf  seinen  Auslandischen  Reisen  aus  dem  Schwedischen  iibersetzt.  Leipzig 
und  Rostock,  1780.  1783  ; 6 vols.  8vo. 

Petri  Bizzarii  Varia  Opuscula.  Venetiis,  1565  ; 8vo. 

Blainville’s  Reisen  durch  Holland,  Deutschland,  die  Schweiz  und  Italien.  1759 ; 3 vols.  4to. 
Ambassades  de  Monsieur  de  la  Boderie  en  Angleterre  sous  le  Regne  d’Henri  IV.,  et  la  Minorite  de 
Louis  XIII.,  depuis  lesannees  1606  jusqu’en  1611.  175° ; 5 v0^s-  12mo- 

Codex  Epistolaris  Rudolfi  I.  Rom.  Regis  Epistolas  230  Anecdotas  continens.  F.  J.  Bodmann. 
Lipsi®,  1806;  8vo. 

Scriptores  ad  Germanicam  Historiam  pertinentes  nonnulli  rariores.  J.  H.  Boeclerus.  Argentorati ; 
1685,  folio. 

Regum  Pariumque  Magn®  Britannia  Historia  Genealogica. 

Prafationes,  Tractatus,  Diatrib®  et  Exegeses  Praliminares,  atque  nonnulla  venerand®  antiquitatis 
monumenta,  a T.  Bollando  c®terisque  etc.,  elucubratis  in  Acta  Sanctorum  voluminibus  prafixa. 
Venetiis,  1749;  3 vols.  folio. 

Diplomatische  Bcytrage  zur  Untersuchung  der  Schlesischeu  Rechte  und  Geschichte  Bohme. 
Berlin,  1770.  1775 ; 6 theile  in  2 vols.  4to. 

Regesta  Chronologico  Diplomatica  Karolorum.  J.  T.  Rohmer.  Frankfurt,  1813  ; 4to. 
Charterbock  der  Hertogen  van  Gelderland  en  Graaven  van  Zutphen.  Pieter  Bondam.  Utrecht, 
1783 ; folio. 

A.  Bonfinii  Rerum  Ungaricarum  Decades  quatuor  cum  dimidia,  his  accessere,  J.  Sambria,  aliquot 
Appendices,  &c.  Hanovi®,  1606;  folio. 

Epistol®  S.  Bonifacii  Primi  Moguntini  Archiepiscopi.  S.  Serarius.  Mogunti®,  1605 ; 4to. 

Musei  Borgiani  Velitris  Codices,  MSS.  Rom®,  1 793 : 4to. 

P.  P.  Bosch®  de  Origine  et  Statu  Bibliothec®  Ambrosian®  Hemidecas  Mediolani.  1672;  4to. 
Floriacensis  vetus  Bibliothec®  Benedictina.  J.  A.  Bosco.  Lugduni,  1605  ; 8vo.  (2  copies). 
Recueil  des  Historiens  des  Gaules  et  de  la  France.  M.  Bouquet,  M.  J.  J.  Brial.  Paris,  173°- 
1813;  1 6 vols.  folio. 

An' Historical  Treatise  of  Cities  and  Burghs,  or  Boroughs.  Rob.  Brady.  London,  17°4»  '°‘10 
(4  copies). 

Scriptores  Rerum  Brandenburgensium  quibus  Ilistoria  Marchia  Brandenburgensis  ejusque  van® 
mutationes,  etc.,  illustrantur.  Francofurti  ad  Viadrum,  1751,  1752  : 2 vols.  4to. 

Braun  Notitia  Historico  Litteraria  de  Codicibus  Manuscriptis  in  Bibliotheca  Libri  ac  Imperials 
Monasterii  Ordinis  S.  Benedicti  ad  S.  S.  Udalricum  et  dfram  August®  extantibus.  Aug.  Vindel, 
1791.  1796;  6 vols.  4to. 

C.  Briethanpti  Ars  Decifratoria.  Helmstadii,  1737  ; 8vo. 

Merkwiirdige 
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Merkwurdige  Urkunden  eines  Vertrags  zwischen  Jacob  II.  Von  Schottland  und  der  Stadt  Bremen.  Appendix  (C.) 
Bremen,  17^9  j *\-to • ■ 

Table  Cbronologique  des  Diplomes,  Cliartes,  Titres  et  Actes  imprimis  concernant  l’Histoire  de  No.  5. 

prance.  M- de  Brequigny.  Paris,  1769.  1783 ; 3 vols.  folio  (2  copies).  Books  purchased 

Diplomata,  Chart®,  Epistol®,  et  alia  Documenta,  ad  Res  Francicas  Spectantia.  Ediderunt,  &c.,  for  use  0f  tj)e  Com- 
E.  G.  0.  Feudrix  de  Brequigny,  F.  I.  G.  la  Porte  du  Theil.  Parisiis,  1791 ; 3 vols.  folio.  mission. 

Historia  Britannica ; hoc  est,  de  Rebus  Gestis  Britannia  seu  Anglia;  Commentarioli  tres.  Oxoni®,  

1640;  i2mo. 

Fuldensium  Antiquitatum,  libri  4.  R.  P.  C.  Brower  us.  Antwerpi®,  1012,  1012;  4to. 

Antiquitatum  et  Annalium  Trevirensium,  libri  25.  C.  Browerus  et  J.  Masenius.  Leodii,  1670, 

3671 ; 2 vols.  folio.  . . , 

Brackmannus,  Epistola  Itineraria  de  Bibliothecis  Vindobonensibus  pr®cipius.  W olttenbuttel, 

^Beitrfge  zur  Kritrischen  Bearbeitung  unbenuzter  Alter  Standschriften  Drucke  und  Urkunden, 
herausgegeben.  Von  P.  J.  Bruns.  Braunschweig,  1802;  8vo. 

Germania  Top©  Chrono  Stemmato  Graphica,  Sacra  et  Profana,  Opera  et  Studio.  G.  Bucelini. 

Aug.  Vindel,  1655;  2 vols.  folio. 

Bulletin  de  la  Societe  de  l’Histoire  de  France.  Paris,  1834,  1835 ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

Burckhard,  Historia  Bibliothec®  Augustas,  que  Wolffenbutteli  est.  1744.  > 2 vols.  4t0- 

Catalogue  des  Livres  de  la  Bibliotheque  de  M. Par  Guillaume  Bur&.  Paris,  1792  ; 

The  History  of  the  Reformation  of  the  Church  of  England.  G.  Burnet.  London,  1679.  1753  5 
o vols.  folio. 

Ricardus  de  Bury,  Philobyblon  sive  de  Amore  Librorum  et  Institutione  Bibliothecae  tractatus. 

Spiree,  1483  ; 4to.  Parisiis,  1500.  Oxoni*,  1599,  cum  Appendice  de  MSS.  Oxoniensibus. 

Butkens,  Trophies tant  Sacres  que  Profanes  du  Ducche  de  Brabant.  Hague,  1724.  1726. 

The  Lives  of  the  Fathers,  Martyrs,  and  other  Principal  Saints.  Alban  Butler.  Dublin,  1779> 

1780;  12  vols.  8vo. 

A General  Calendar  of  the  Reigns  of  the  Kings  of  England.  London,  1035. 

Cancellaria  Hispanica  Adjecta  sunt  Acta  Publica.  Treistadii,  1622  ; 4to. 

Thesaurus  Monumentorum  Ecclesiasticorum  et  Historicorum  sive  Henricii  Camsn  Lectiones 
Antique,  ad  Smculorum  Ordinem  digeste,  varisque  Opusculis  auct®,  quibus  Notas,  &c.,  adjecit. 

J.  Basnage.  Antwerpi®,  1725  ; 6 vols.  folio.  .....  . ^ . . . 

De  Antiquitate  Britannic®  F.cclesiae  et  nominatim  de  privilegiis  Ecclesi*  Cantuanensis,  atque  de 
Archiepiscopis,  ejusdem  70  Historia.  Hanovi®,  1605;  folio. 

Hieronymus  Cardanus  Catalogus  Librorum  suorum. 

A General  History  of  England.  T.  Carte.  London,  1747.  1755;  4 vols.  folio.  - 

Alphabetum  Tironianum,  seu  Notas  Tironis  explicandi  Methodus,  Lahore  et  Studio.  D.  P.  Car- 
pentier.  Luteti®  Par.  1747 ; folio.  . , 

Glossarium  Novum  ad  Scriptores  Medii  iEvi  cum  Latinos  turn  Galhcos  seu  Supplementum  ad 
Auctiorum  Glossarii  Cangiani  editionem.  D.  P.  Carpentier.  Parisiis,  1766 ; 4 vols.  folio  (2  copies). 

A Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  of  the  King’s  Library ; an  Appendix  to  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Cottonian  Library.  D.  Casley.  London,  1753;  4to.  ' 

Bremische  Historische  Nachrichten  und  Urkuwen  aus  Licht  gestellet.  Von  J.  P.  Cassel.  Bre- 
men, 1766,  1767  ; 2 vols.  8vo.  . „ 

Sammlung  ungedruckter  Urkunden,  welche  die  Geschichte  der  xreien  Keichsstadt  Bremen  m 
vorigen  Zeiten  aufklaren,  aus  Licht  gestellet.  Von  J.  P.  Cassel.  Bremen,  1763  ; 8vo. 

Catalog  over  Islands  Stifts  Bibliothek.  Kiobenliavn,  1828  ; 8vo. 

A Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh,  1742.  1807  ; 

3 ^Catalogue  des  Rolles  Gascons,  Normans  et  Francais,  conservees  dans  les  Archives  de  la  Tour  de 
Londres.  Londres,  1743 ; 2 vols.  . . . 

Catalogue  des  Livres  Imprimes  de  la  Bibliotheque  du  R01.  Paris,  1753 ; o vols.  rolio. 

A Catalogue  of  the  Archiepiscopal  MSS.  in  the  Library  at  Lambeth  Palace.  London,  1812 ; 

Catalogue  of  Maps,  Prints,  Drawings,  &c.,  presented  by  King  George  IV.  to  the  British  Museum. 

London,  1829 ; folio. 

Catalogue  of  the  Arundel  Manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum.  1834;  folio. 

Catalogi  Librorum  MSS.  Angli®  et  Iliberni®  in  unum  collecti  cum  Indice  Alphabetico.  Oxom®, 

1697  ; folio,  (2  copies).  _ 

Catalogus  Librorum  MSS.  Augustan®  Bibliothec®.  Aug.  Vindel,  1575* 

Catalogus,  Codicum,  y sunt  in  Bibliotheca  Reip.  Augustan®  Vmdehc®,  quadruplo  quam  antea 
auctior.  Aug.  Vindel,  1595 ; 4to.  . , 

Catalogus  Librorum  quos  vel  excudit  Comelinus,  vel  quorum  Exemplana  ad  se  recepit,  accedunt 
Libri  Manuscripti  ex  ejus  Bibliotheca ; 1599.  ...... 

Catalogus  Gr®corum  Manuscriptorum  Codicum  qui  asservantur  m inclyta  Seremssion  utnusque 
Bavari®  Ducis  Bibliotheca  Ingolstadt,  1602  ; 4to. 

Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Lugduno  Batav®  noviter  recognitus.  Lugdum  Bat.,  1074;  4to. 

Catalogus  Trajectino  Batav®  Trajecti  ad  Rhenum  ; 1718,  folio. 

Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliothec®  Regi®.  Parisiis,  1739.  1744;  4 vols.  folio. 

Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Harleiand.  Londini,  1743  ; 5 vols.  8vo. 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothec®  Tigurin®.  1744.  1809 ; 6 vols.  8vo.  ...  • o 1 • 

Catalogus  Historicus  criticus  Codicum  MSS.  Ecclesi®  Metropolitan®  Colomensis  Colom®, 

1752  ; 4to.  . . 

Catalogus  Librorum  in  Bibliotheca  Aul®  Div®  Catharin®,  Cantabrigi®,  1771 ; 4to. 

Catalogus  Vande  Bmken  der  Nationale  Bibliothick,  Haag,  1800 ; 8vo. 

Librorum  Impressorum  qui  in  Museo  Britannico  adservantur  Catalogus. 

8 vols.  8vo. 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothec®  Aroviensis.  1776;  8vo. 

Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Public®  Amstel®darnensis.  i79®j  4t0-  i 

Catalogus  Librorum  quos  complectitur  Bibliotheca  Publica,  ad  ®dem  S.  Laurentu,  Roterodami, 

1814  5 4to- 

Catalogus 


Londini,  1813.  1819 ; 
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Catalogs  Librorum  qui  in  Bibliotheca  Cathedralis  Eliensis  ad  servantur  1815 ; 8yo. 

A Catalogue  of  the  Printed  Books  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London. 
London,  1816;  4to. 

Catalogues  of  Scottish  Writers.  Edinburgh,  1833;  8 vo. 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothecas  Academia).  Upsaliensis,  4to. 

Bibliotheca;  Upsaliensis  Historia.  O.  Celsius.  Upsalia,  1745  ; 8vo. 

Bibliotheca;  Stockholmensis  ltegiae  Histona.  M.  Celsius.  Holmiee,  1751  ; i2mo. 

Charta  Authentica  Roberti  Seiieschalli  Scotia;  ex  Archivo  Collegii  bcotorum  ransiensis  edita. 

PaRegesta9Chrono'logico  Diplomatica  Ruperti  Regis  Romanorum.  J.  Climel.  Frankfurt,  1834; 

4tMusei,  sive  Bibliotheca;  Extructio,  Instructio,  Caru,  Usus,  Accessit, Descriptio  Regiae  Bibliothecee 

S.  Laurentii  Escurialis.  Claudius  Clemens.  Lugduni,  1635;  4to. 

Codice  Diplomatico  Colombo  Americano.  Genovas,  1823;  410. 

Codices  Manuscripti  in  Bibliotheca,  S.  Vedasti,  apud  Atrebatiam  ; 1828 ; 8vo. 

Historical  and  Political  Memoirs,  containing  Letters  written  by  Princes,  Ministers,  &c.,  beginning 
with  1697  to  the  end  of  1708.  Collected  by  Ch.  Cole.  London,  1735  5 f°l>°- 
Colerus,  Oratio  Auspicalis  cum  habita  solemni  Panegyri,  Bibliotheca  Mario  Magdalenasa,  Libris 
auctior  et  cultu  ornatior,  24  Nov.  1644 ; usibus  publicis  dedicaretur.  Vratislavia; ; 1699,  4to. 
Collectanea  Topographica  et  Genealogica,  10  Parts.  London,  1833.  1835  ; 8vo. 

Congetture  Popra  una  Carta  papiracea  dell’  Archivo  Diplomatico  in  Firenze.  Un  socio  Etrusco 
Firenze,  1781 ; 4to.  . . . 

Hermannus  Conrinmus,  De  Augusta  Bibliotheca  Ducis  Brunsvicensis  et  Luneburgensis  qua;  est 
in  arce  Wolffenbuttelensi.  Helmstadii,  1651 ; 4to.  ...  „ _ 

Baltazar  Corderius,  Catalogus  Manuscriptorum  Bibliothecas  Scorialensis.  Antwerpim,  1648;  8vo. 
Von  dem  m-ossen  Namenszeicher  Maximilians  I.  bey  Unterzeichnung  der  Urkunden  in  teutschen 
Reichssachen.  T.  W.  Cosmann.  Mainz,  1786 ; 8vo. 

Cotgrave’s  French  and  English  Dictionary;  (3  copies.) 

An  exact  Abridgment  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London,  collected  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton. 
Revised,  &c.  by  W.  Prynne.  London,  1657  ; 410;  (3  copies.) 

Epistola;  Romanorum  Pontificum,  et  qua;  ad  eos  scrip tas  sunt,  studio  P.  Constant.  Pansus, 
1721 ; tomus  I.,  folio.  . 

Pontificum  Romanorum  a S.  Clemente  usque  ad  S.  Leonem  M.  Epistola;  genumas,  etc.  Ex 
recensione  et  cum  notis  P.  Constantii  et  fratrum  Balleriniorum.  Curavit  C.  T.  G.  Schoenemann. 
Gottingas,  1796 ; tomus  I.,  8vo. 

Cyprianus.  Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliotheca;  Gottsanse  Clarorum  Virorum  Epis- 
tola; 1x7  e Bibliothecee  Gottsana;  Autographis.  Lipsire,  1714;  4to. 

Daebuert,  Academia;  Grypeswaldensis  Bibliotheca.  Greifswalde,  177 5>  177®  > 3 v0*s-  4t0* 
Bibliotheca  Daneschioldiana  Havnias,  1732  ; 4to. 

L’Art  de  verifier  les  Dates  des  Fails  Historiques,  des  Chartes,  des  Chromques  et  autres  Anciens 
Monumens.  Paris,  1780.  1787  ; 3 vols.  folio,  (2  copies.) 

L’Art  de  verifier  les  Dates,  &c.  avant  l’Ere  Chretienne  ; 5 tom.  8vo.  Par.  1819. 

Depuis  la  Naissance  de  Notre  Seigneur;  18  tom.  8vo.  Par.  1818,  1819;  (q  copies.) 

Manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotlieque  de  Lyon.  A.  F.  Delandine.  Paris  et  Lyon,  1812  ; 3 vols.  8vo. 
Denis,  Die  Merkwiirdigkeiten  derli.K.garellischen  Bibliothek  am  Theresiano.  Vienna,  1780  ; 4to. 
Denis,  Codices  Manuscripti  Theologici  Bibliotheca:  Palatinse  Vindobonensis  Latim  aliarumque, 
Occidentis  Linguarum.  Viennas,  1793;  1802  ; 6 vols.  folio. 

Nouveau  Traite  de  Diplomatique  par  deux  Religieux  Benedictins  de  la  Congregation  de  S.  Maur. 
Paris,  1750.  1765;  6 vols.  4to. ; (2  copies.) 

Dobrowsky  Litterarisclie  Reise  Nachrichten  von  einer  Reise  nach  Schweden  und  Russland.  Prague, 
1796;  8vo.  . . . . 

Historia  de  Expeditione  Friderici  Imperatoris  Edita  a quod  am  Anstnensi  Clenco,  qui  eidem 
interfuit,  nomine  Ansbertus.  J.  Dobrowsky.  Pragre,  1827 ; 8vo. 

Histoire  de  l’Abbaye  de  S.  Denys  en  France.  Jacques  Dovolet.  Paris,  1025 ; 4to. 

Bibliotheca  Classica,  sive  Catalogus  Officinalis  in  qui  singuli  singularum  Facultatum  ac  Pro- 
fessionum  libri,  qui  in  quavis  fere  lingua  extant,  &c.  recensentur.  G.  Draudius,  Francofurti,  1625; 

2 vols.  4to. 

J.  C.  I-I,  Dreyer,  Notitia;  Librorum  Manuscriptorum  Historic  Ainbncte  omms  aigumenti  pen- 
culum  primum  Scriptores  Historic  Ecclesiastics  Cimbricse  Anecdotos  recenseos.  Rostochu  et 
Wismaria;,  1759;  4to.  ....  . ,. 

Monumenta  Anecdota  Virorum  post  fata  illustrium  et  clarorum  quibus  vana  rei  htterana;,  iusto- 
riarum,  antiquitatum  et  junis  Germanici,  argumenta  illustrantur  et  expenduntur.  Recensuit,  etc. 

T.  C.  I-I.  Dreyer.  Tomus  I.  Lubeca;  et  Altona;,  1780;  4to. 

Historic  Francorum  Scriptores,  Opera  et  Studio  Andrea;  du  Chesne.  Lutitia;.  Par.  1030. 
1649 ; 5 vols.  folio.  , 

Histoire  d’Angleterre,  d’Ecosse,  et  d’lrlande.  Par  Andre  du  Chesne.  Paris,  1666 : folio. 

Another  edition,  1641. 

R.  Duellii  Miscellanea  quse  ex  Codicibus.  MSS.  collegit.  Aug.  Vindel  et  Gnecii,  1723>  1724>  1 
2 vols.  4to. 

R.  Duellii  excei-ptorum  Genealogico  Historicorum  libri  duo  Lipsiae,  1725 ; folio. 

A perfect  Copy  of  all  the  Summons  of  the  Nobility  to  the  great  Councils  and  Parliaments  of _this 
Realm,  from  the  49th  of  King  Henry  III.,  until  these  present  times.  W.  Dugdale.  London,  1685; 
folio  ; (4  copies.)  ' 

Glossarium  ad  Scriptores  Mediae  et  Infimae  Litinitatis,  auctore  Carole  Dufresne,  Domino  du  Cange. 
Editio  nova  opera  et  studio  Monachorum  ordinis  S.  Benedicti.  Parisiis,  1733.  173*5;  6 vols. folio; 

2 copies.  , 

Dumont,  Corps  Universel  du  Droit  des  Gens.  Amsterdam,  1726.  1731 ; 11  vols.  folio. 
Supplement.  Amsterdam,  1739 ; 6 vols.  folio.  > 

Le  Ceremoniel  des  Cours  de  l’Europe.  Recueilli  par  Mr.  du  Mont,  mis  en  ordre  et  augments  par 
Rousset.  Amsterdam  & Hague,  1709 ; 2 vols.  folio. 

Traitez  toucliant  les  Droits  du  Roy  tres  Chretien  sur  plusieurs  Etats  et  Seigneuries  voisins.  Dupuy. 
Paris,  1655  ; folio,.  , 

Ebel. 
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Ebel,  Anleitung  auf  die  niitzlichste  und  genussvollete  Art  die  Schweiz  zu  bereisen.  Zurich, 
1804,  1805;  4 vols.  8vo. 

Geschichte  und  Beschreibung  der  Konigl.  Bibliothek  zu  Dresden.  F.  A.  Ebert.  Leipzig, 
1822 ; 8vo. 

Zur  Handschriftenkunde  F.  A,  Ebert.  Leipzig,  1825.  1827;  2 vols.  8vo. ; 2 copies. 

Ebert,  Ueberlieferungen  zur  Geschichte  & Kunst  der  Vor  und  Mitwelt.  Dresden,  1826 ; 8vo] 
Corpus  Historicum  Medii  TEvi,  seu  Script.ores  Res  in  Orbe  Universo,  prsecipue  in  Germania,  gestas 
cnarrantes  aut  illustrantes,  e variis  Codicibus  MSS.  collecti  et  nunc  primum  editi  a T.  G.  Eccardo. 

' Lipsia;,  1723;  2 vols.  folio. 

Eckhardus,  Codices  Manuscripti  Quedlinburgenses.  Quedlinburg,  1723  ; 4to. 

C.  H.  Eckhardi  Introductio  in  rem  diplomaticam,  pra2cipue  Germanicam.  Jente,  1753;  4to. 
Commentarii  de  Rebus  Franciai  Orientalis  et  Episcopatus  Wirceburgensis.  T.  G.  ab  Eckhart. 
Wirceburgi,  1729;  2 vols.  folio. 

Ehingerus,  Catalogus  Bibliothecas  amplissimas  lieipublicas  Augustanas.  Aug.  Vindel,  1633. 
Commentatio  I.  Historico  Ecclesiastico  Litteraria  de  Origine,  Fatis  et  Incrementis  Bibliotheca; 
Ccenobii  Bergensis  propter  Magdeburgum.  T.  T.  von  Einem.  Magdeburg,  1732  ; 4to. 

Elisius,  Diarium  Europasum.  Francofurti,  i 657.  1681  ; 42  parts  in  70  vols.  4to. 

A complete  History  of  England,  with  the  lives  of  all  the  Kings  and  Queens  thereof.  London,  1719; 
3 vols.  folio. 

Historia  Episcopatuum  Fcederati  Belgii.  Antwerpia;,  1 755 : 2 tomi  in  1 vol. 

Epistola;  Principum,  Rerumpublicarum,  ac  Sapientum  Virorum,  etc.  Venetiis,  1574;  8vq. 
Sylloge  Epistolarum  e variis  Anglia;  Principibus  Scriptarum,  8vo. 

Sylloge  Epistolarum,  Orationum  et  Carminum  Regalium.  Londini,  1640  ; i2mo. 

Manuscript  Samling  i det  store  Kougelige  Bibliothek.  J.  Erichsen.  Kiobenhavn,  1786 ; 8vo. 

H.  Erustius  Catalogus  Librorum  Refertissimae  Bibliothecae  Medicae,  quae  Florentiae  Asservatur  in 
Ccenobio  D.  Laurentii.  Amsterodami,  1641  ; 4to. 

Excerpta  Historica,  or  Illustrations  of  English  History;  4 parts.  London,  1830  ; 8vo. 

Bibliotheca  Ecclesiastica.  Curante  Alberto  Fabricio.  Hamburg!,  1718  ; folio. 

Fabricius  Dissertatio  Historico  Litteraria  de  Transpositione  Bibliothecarum  Memorabiii.  Helms- 
tadii,  1724;  4to. 

J.  A.  Fabricii,  Bibliotheca  Latini  Medii  TEvi  et  Infimae  JEtatis.  Accedunt  Wippomis,  Presb.  Pro- 
verbia  ad  Henricum  Conradi  Imp.  Filium.  Hamburgi,  1724.  1746  ; 6 vols.  8vo. 

Sammlungen  zur  naheren  Kunde  des  Vaterlandes.  Herausgegeben  Von  N.  Falk.  Altona,  18x9. 
1825  : 3 vols.  8vo. 

Codex  Traditionum  Corbeiensium.  J.  F.  Falke.  Lipsia;  et  Guelpherbyti,  1752  ; folio. 

Joh.  Henr.  de  Falkenstein,  Codex  Diplomaticus  Antiquitatum  Nordgaviensium,  &c.  Francofurti 
et  Lipsiee,  1733  ; folio. 

Scriptores  Rerum  Suecicarum  Medii  TEvi,  edidit  E.  M.  Fant.  Upsalise,  1818;  2 vols.  folio. 
(2  copies.) 

Decretum  Originale  Andreee  Secundi  quo  Regnum  Hungarise,  constituit  Anno  1222.  Detexit 
ac  Illustravit  G.  Fejer.  Budee,  1829;  8vo. 

Codex  Diplomaticus  Hungariffi  Ecclesiasticusac  Civilis,  cum  Indice.  Studio  et  Opera  G.  Fejer, 
Budte,  1829,  1830  ; 14  vols.  8 vo. 

Histoire  de  l’Abbaye  Royale  de  Saint  Denys  en  France.  M.  Felibien.  Paris,  1706  ; folio. 
Monumenta  Inedita  Variisque  Linguis  Conscripta,  nunc  singulis  trimestribus  prodeuntia  e Museo. 
J.  F.  Felleri,  Jenee,  1714;  4to. 

Fellerus,  Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliothecee  Paulinee  in  Academia  Lipsiensi. 
Lipsise,  1826 ; i2mo. 

Original  Letters  written  during  the  Reigns  of  Henry  6tli,  Edward  4th,  and  Richard  3d.  Sir 
T.  Fenn.  London,  4 vols.  4to. 

Novissima  Scriptorum  ac  Monumenlorum  rerum  Germanicarum,  Collectio  ex  Bibliotheca. 
F.  C.  J.  Fischeri.  Halee,  1781 ; 4to. 

Fleischer,  Catalogus  Codicum  MSS.  Bibliothecee  Dresdensis.  Lipsise,  1831  ; 410. 

Vetustius  Occidentalis  Ecclesiee  Martyrologium  Romanum.  F.  M.  Florentinius.  Lucee,  1668 ; 
folio. 

Florilegium  Historico  Criticum  Librorum  rariorum.  Groningee  & Bremaa,  1763 ; 8vo. 

Florus  Anglo  Bavaricus.  Leodii,  1685  ; 4to. ; (2  copies.) 

Justi  Fontanini  Forojuliensis  Vir.diciee  Antiquorum  Diplomatum  Adversus  B.  Germonii  Discep- 
tationem  de  veteribus  Regum  Francorum,  Diplomatibus  etc.,  libri  duo.  Rom®,  1705  ; 410. 

Revue  Anglo  Franchise,  publice  sous  la  direction  de  Mr.  de  la  Fontenelle  de  Vandore.  Poitiers, 
1833. 1835;  3 vols.  8vo.  ’■  .... 

The  Antiquary’s  Portfolio,  or  Cabinet  Selection  of  Historical  and  Literary  Curiosities.  J . S 
Forsyth.  London,  1825;  2 vols.  8vo. 

Notice  des  Diplomes,  des  Chartes,  et  des  Actes  relatifs  a l’Histoire  de  France,  par  Mr.  l’Abbc  de 
Foy.  Paris,  1765:  4to.  tom  1. 

Rerum  Bohemicarum  Antiqui  Scriptores  aliquot  insignes.  Ex  Bibliotheca  M.  Freheri.  Hanovia;, 
1602  ; folio. 

Corpus  Francis  I-Iistoriee  veteris  et  sinceree.  Freherus.  Hanovia;,  1613  ; folio. 

Sammlung  Historicher  Schriften  und  Urkunden.  M.  Von  Freiberg.  Stuttgart  und  Tubingen, 
1827.  1835;  4 bande,  8vo. 

A new  Method  of  studying  History,  Geography  and  Chronology.  Languet  der  Fresnoy.  trans- 
lated by  R.  Rawlinson.  London,  1730  ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

Thesaurus  Historia;  Helvetica;  Fuessly  Figuri.  1735;  folio. 

Codice  Diplomatico  Sant  Ambrosiano  delle  carte  dell’  ottavo  e nono  Secolo,  illustrate  con  Note  da 
Angelo  Fumagalli.  Opera  Postuma,  publicata  da  Carlo  Amoretti.  Milano,  1805 ; 4to. 

Collection  de  Documens  inedits  concernant  l’Histoire  de  la  Belgique ; publice  par  L.  P.  Gacliard. 


Bruxelles,  1833.  1835  ; 3 vols.  8vo\  . 

Jacobus  Gaffarellus.  Index  Codicum  Cabalisticorum  Manuscriptorum,  quibus  est  usus  Joannes 
Picus  Mirandulanus.  Parisiis,  1651  ; 8vo. 

Miscellanea  de  Rebus  Gallicis ; folio,  (various  dates.)  . 

Traite  Historique  des  plus  belles  Bibliothcques  de  l’Europe.  Parle  Sieur  Le  Gallois.  Pans, 
1680.  1685  ; i2mo.  „ ..  • 
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J.  0.  Gatteri,  Elementa  Artis  Diplomatic®  universalis,  Volumen  prius.  Gotting®,  1765;  4*0. 
Gatterer,  Abriss  der  Diplomatik.  Gottingen,  1798 ; 8vo.  (2  copies). 

Ueber  den  Ursprung  der  Stadt  Regensburg  und  aller  alten  Reichsctadte,  nament  lich  der  Stadte 
Basel,  Strasburg,  Speice,  Worms,  Mainz  und  Colin.  K.  T.  Gemeiner.  Regesisburg,  1817  ; 8vo. 
The  Gentleman’s  Magazine.  New  Series.  5 vols.  8vo. 

M.  Gerberti,  Iter  Alemannicum,  accedit  Italicum  et  Gallicum.  Sequuntur  Glossaria  Theotisca. 
San  Blasii,  1765 ; 8vo. 

M.  Gerberti  Iter  Alemannicum,  accedit  Italicum  et  Gallicum.  San  Plarii,  1773;  8vo. 

Codex  Epistolaris  Rudolplii  I.,  Romanorum  Regis.  Opera  M.  Gerberti.  San  Plarii,  1772  ; folio. 
Codex  Diplomatics  Brandenburgeriis.  Herausgegeben  von  P.  W.  Gerken.  Lalzwedel,  1769. 
Stendal,  1782  ; 8 tomi  in  4 vols.  4to. 

Gerken  Reisen  durch  Schwaben,  Bailra,  Franken,  &c.  Stendal  & Worms,  1783, 1788  ; 4 vols.  8vo. 
De  Veteribus  Regum  Francorum  Diplomatibus,  de  Arte  Secernendi  Antiqua  Diplomata  vera  a 
Falsis,  Disceptationes.  P.  Germon.  Parisiis,  1700,  1707;  3 vols.  12010.  (2  copies.) 

Regesta  Chronologico  Diplomatica  in  quibus  Recensentur  omnis  generis  Monumenta  N.  Docu- 
menta  Publica.  P.  Georgisch.  Francofurti  et  Lipsiee,  1740,  1744;  4 vols.  folio. 

Gervasii  Tilberiensis  de  Imperio  Romano  et  Gotf.orum  Lombardorum,  Brittorium,  Franconum, 
Anglorumque  Regnis  Commentatio.  Edita  a J.  T.  Madero.  Helmestadii,  1673  ; 4to. 

Gesta  Dei  per  Francos,  sive  Orientalium  Expeditionum,  et  Regni  Francorum  Hierosolimitani 
Historia.  Hanovi®,  1611  ; 2 tomi  in  1 vol.  folio. 

Catalogue  Descriptif  et  Raisonne  des  Manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotheque  de  Cambrai.  A.  le  Glay. 
Cambrai,  1831  ; 8vo. 

Goetzius  de  Bibliotheca  Lenatus  Lipsiensis.  Lipsi®  ; 4to. 

Gbtze,  Die  Merkwiirdigkeiten  der  Koniglichen  Bibliothek  zu  Dresden.  Dresden,  1743. 1746; 

3 vols.  4to. 

Goffridi  Abbatis  Vindocinensis  Epistol®,  Opuscula,  Sermones  Toe  Sirmondus  nunc  primum  in 
lucem  emit,  ac  Notis  Epistolas  illustravit.  Parisiis,  1610 ; 8vo. 

Petri  Abbatis  Cellensis  Epistolarum,  libri  9.  Item  Alexandri  III.  Pap®  ad  Petrum  eundem  et 
alios  Epistol®  56.  Luteti®  Par.  1613  ; 8vo. 

M.  H.  Goldastus : — 

Alamannicarum  rerum  Scriptores  aliquot  vetusti. 

Alamannicarum  rerum  Scriptores  aliquot  veteres. 

Alamannicarum  rerum  Scriptores  aliquot  recentiores. — Francofurti,  1661  ; folio. 
Paraencticorum  veterum,  Pars  1.  In  qua  producuntur  Scriptores,  8.  Cum  Notis  M.  H.  Goldasti. 
Ex  Bibliotheca  B.  Scliobingeri  Adject®  C.  Rittershusii  Conjectur®  in  Panegyricos  veteres.  Insul®, 
1604 ; 4to. 

Collectio  Constitutiorum  Imperialum.  M.  Goldastus  Haimiusfeldius.  Francofurti,  1713  ; 4 vols. 
folio. 

Mronicon  Goturcense.  Tegernseu.  1732  ; 2 vols.  folio. 

Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Grammian®  Havin®,  1748;  8vo. 

Origines  Genealogic®,  or  the  Sources  whence  English  Genealogies  may  be  traced  from  the  Con- 
quest to  the  present  time.  Stacey  Grimaldi.  London,  1828  ; 4to. 

W.  C.  Grimm,  Ueber  Teutsche  Rimen.  Gottingen,  1821  ; i2mo. 

Collectio  Novissima  Scriptorum  et  Rerum  Wirceburgensium,  Opera  et  Studio,  T.  Gropp.  Fran- 
cofurti, 1741.  1744;  2 vols.  folio. 

Sylloge  I.  Variorum  Diplomatariorum  Monumentorumque  veterum  ineditorum  ad  hue,  et  res 
Germanicas  in  primis  vero  Mogun,  et  mas  lllustrantium.  V.  F.  de  Gardenus.  Francofurti,  1788, 8vo. 
Codex  Diplomaticus  exhibens  A.necdota  ab  anno  881  ad  1300.  Moguntiaca.  In  lucem  protaxit. 

V.  F.  de  Gudenus.  Goetting®,  1743.  1768  ; 5 tomi,  4to. 

Bibliotheca  MSS.  Codicum  a Marquardo  gudio  Congesta.  Kiel,  1706  ; 4to. 

Catalogus  Mstorum  quos  dum  viveret  Colligere  licuit.  M.  Gudio.  Kiel,  1709 ; 8vo. 

Bibliotheca  Lebresiana.  S.  Guichenon.  Lugduni,  1660  ; 4to. 

Gundling,  Historic  der  Gelahrlieit.  Frankfurt  und  Leipzig,  1734.  1746  ; 5 vols.  4to. 

Codex  Rheno  Mosellanus  Urkunden  Sammlung  zur  Geschichte  der  Rhein,  und  Mosellande,  &c. 

W.  Gunther.  Coblenz,  1822. 1826  ; 5 vols.  8vo. 

Analecta  Medii  TEvi  Illustranda  jura  et  res  Germanicas,  edidit  F.  D.  H®berlin.  Norimberg®  et 
Lipsi®,  1764;  8vo. 

Catalogi  Librorum  Manuscriptorum  in  Bibliothecis  Galli®,  Helveti®,  Belgi®,  Britanni®  M.,  His- 
pani®,  Lusitani®  asservantur,  nunc  primum  editi  a J.  Hanel.  Lipsi®,  1830;  4to.  (2  copies.) 
Hagemeirus.  Commentarius  de  lfoedera  Civitatum  Hanseaticarum.  Franc.  1662  ; 4to. 

Von  der  Hagen,  Denmale  des  Mittelalters.  Berlin,  1824  ; 8vo. 

L.  F.  Hahnii  Collectio  Monumentorum  veterum  et  recentium  ineditorum.  Brunsvig®,  1724. 
1786 ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

Hahnius  Conspectus  Bibliothec®  Regi®  Hanoverian®.  Hanover,  1 787 ; folio. 

An  Help  to  English  History,  containing  a Succession  of  all  the  Kings  of  England.  R.  Hall. 
London,  1811;  i2mo. 

Directorium  Historicorum  Medii  potissimum  iEvi  post  M.  Freherum  et  iteratis,  J.  D.  Koeleri  curas 
recognovit,  &c.  M.  G.  C.  Hambergerus.  Gotting®,  1772  ; 4to. 

Germania  Sacra.  M.  Hansizius.  Aug.  Vindel,  1727.  1729;  2 vols.  folio  (2  copies.) 

Von  der  Hardt,  Memorabilia  Rudolphe®  nov®.  Helmstadiensis  Bibliothec®  a Rudolpho  Au- 
gusto  Academi®,  su®  Juli®  donat®  ; 1702. 

Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliothec®  Regi®  Bavaric®.  J.  Hardt.  Monachii,  1806. 
1812  ; 5 vols.  4to. 

Hardreinus,  Conciliorum  Collectio  Regia  Maxima.  Paris,  1714,  1715;  12  vols.  folio. 

Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  1794;  4to. 

Hansmann,  De  Bibliothecis  Hanoveranis  Publicis.  Hanover,  1724;  4to. 

Scriptores  Ilerum  Germanicarum,  J.  M.  Heineceii  et  J.  G.  Luckfeldi.  Cum  variis  Diplomatibus 
et  Indicibus  in  unum  volumes  colleeti.  Francofurti,  1707;  folio. 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothec®  D.  Heinsii.  Aug.  Bat.  1656;  8vo. 

Allgemeines  Bircher  Lexikon.  W.  Heinsius.  Leipzig,  1812,  1813;  4 vols.  4to. 

Das  Emaligo  Fiirrstenthum  Pfal,  Zweibr'iicken,  und  seine  Herzoge.  P.  C.  Heintz.  Erster 
Thcil,  Miinchen,  1833;  4b*. 
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Inv.entarium  Diplomaticum  Historian  Saxoniee  inferioris  et  omnium  dictionum  Brunsvico  Lunebur- 
gicarum.  P.  G.  Hempel.  Hanover  et  Leipzig,  1785  ; Theile  in  1 vol.  folio. 

0 Hendrisch,  Notitia  Bibliothecas  quam  Fredericus  Gulielmus  Marchio  et  Elector  Brandenburgicus 
in  Aula  sua.  Colonise  ad  Spream  pindavit.  Berlin,  1687  ; 4to. 

Hentznerus  Itinerarium  Germanise,  Gallise,  Anglise,  Italias.  Nuremberg,  1629;  i2mo. 

Genealogia  Diplomatica  August®  Gentis  Habsburgicse.  M.  Hergott.  Viennse,  1737 ; 3 vols. 
folio. 

Monumentorum  Geielficorum  Pars  Historica.  G.  Hess,  Cam-pidorii,  178  ; 4to. 

J.  Heumanni  Commentarii  de  Re  Diplomatica  Imperatorum  ac  Regum  Germanicorum  inde  a 
Caroli  M.  Temporibus  adornati.  Norimbergse,  1745.  1749;  3 vols. : 4to. 

J.  Heumanni  Opuscula  quibus  vari  Juris  Germanici  itemque  historica  et  philologica  Argumenta 
explicantur  Norimbergse,  1747  ; 4to. 

Historical  Collections,  relating  the  Originals,  Conversions  and  Revolutions  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  Norman  Conquest,  in  a continued  Discourse.  London,  1706;  8vo. 

Venerabilis  Hildeberti  Turonensis  Archiepiscopi  Opera  Accesserunt  Marbodi  Redonensis  Archie- 
piscopi  Opuscula  Lahore  et  Studio  A.  Beaugendre. 

Mysterium  Artis  Steganographicse  novissimum.  Editum  in  luam  ex  Musseo.  L.  H.  Hilleri. 
Ulm®,  1682 ; 8vo. 

Hincmari  Archiepiscopi  Remensis  Opera.  Cura  et  Studio,  J.  Sirmond.  Lutetise  Par.,  1645; 
2 vols.  folio. 

Versuch  einer  Besclireibung  sehenswiirdiger  Bibliotheken  Teutschlands.  Heraiisgegeben  von 
K.  G.  Hirsching. 

Hispanise  Bibliotheca,  seu  de  Academiis  ac  Bibliothecis.  Francofurti,  1608  ; 4to. 

Stockerus,  Bibliotheca  Heilsbronnensis.  Nuremberg,  1731 ; folio. 

Nova  Scriptorum  ac  Monumentorum  partim  rarissimorum  partim  ineditorum  Collectio.  C.  G. 
Hoffmannus.  Lipsise,  1731.  1733  ; 2 vols.  4to. 

S.  G.  Hoffmanni  et  IL.  Oberkamp  de  Re  Diplomatica  Lucubrationes.  F.didit  H.  G.  Francke. 
Lipsise,  1758 ; 4to. 

Bibliotheca  Holiendorfiana.  Hague,  1730 ; 3 tomes,  8vo. 

Lucas  Holstenius  Catalogus  Librorum  MSS.  magis  variorum  Bibliothecas  Medicse. 

Hontheim,  Historia  Trevirensis  Diplomatica  et  Pragmatica,  ab  anno  418.  Augsburg  & Wurz- 
burg, 1750  ; 3 vols.  folio. 

J.  H.  Hottingeri.  Bibliotbecarius  Quadripartitus.  Figuri,  1664;  4to. 

II.  Hugo  de  prima  scribendi  Origine  et  Universa  rei  Literariae  Antiquitate,  cui  Notas,  Indices,  etc. 
Adfecit  C.  H.  Trotz,  Trajecti  ad  Rhenum,  1738  ; 8vo. 

English  Monastic  Libraries.  J.  Hunter.  London,  1831 ; 4to. 

An  Index  to  the  Records,  with  Directions  to  the  several  Places  where  they  are  to  be  found,  &c. 
London  ; 8vo. ; (3  copies.) 

Index  Villaris.  London,  1700  ; folio;  (3  copies.) 

Index  Corporis  Historico  Diplomatici  Livonise,  Estponire,  Curonise,  Riga  & Dortpat.  1833.  1835  ; 
folio,  2 vols. 

The  British  Historical  Intelligencer.  Westminster,  1829;  8vo. 

Diplomatische  Besclireibung  der  Manuscripte  welche  sich  in  der  Konigl.  Universitats  Bibliothek 
zu  Erlangen  befinden.  I.  C.  Irmischir.  Erster  Band.  Erlangen,  1829 ; 8vo. 

Historise  Scoticse  Nomenclatura  Latino  Vernacula.  C.  Irvinus.  Edinburghi,  1582 ; i2mo. 

Rerum  Italioorum  Scriptores,  ab  1000  ad  1600.  Florentiee,  1748.  1770.  2 vols.  folio. 

Ivonis  Episcopi  Carnotensis  Epistol®  Parisiis,  1610 ; 8vo. 

Traicte  des  plus  belles  Bibliotlicques  Publiques  et  Particulieres  qui  ont  este  et  qui  sont  a present 
dans  le  Monde.  L.  Jacob.  Paris,  1644  ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

Le  Bibliotheeaire  Universel  des  plus  belles  Biblioiheques.  L.  Jacob.  Paris,  2 partes,  in 

1 vol.  8vo. 

Ludovici  Jacob  a Sancto  Carolo,  de  Claris  Scriptoribus.  Cabilonensibus,  libri  3.  Parisiis,  1652  ; 4to. 
Vollstandige  Beschreibung  der  Offentlichen  Bibliothek  zu  Bamberg.  Von  H.  J.  Jseck.  Nurn- 
berg,  1831.  1835;  3 theile,  8vo. 

Viele  Alphabete  und  ganze  Schriftmuster,  vom  8 bis  zum  16  Jalirhunderte  aus  den  Iiand- 
sehriften  der  Offentlichen  Bibliothek  zu  Bamberg.  Jasck.  Leipzig  und  Bamberg,  1833  ; folio. 

Systematisches  Verzeichniss  aller  wichtigeren  Druckscriften  der  Offentlichen  Bibliothek  Qn. 
Bamberg.  H.  J.  Jceck.  Nurnberg,  1834;  8vo. 

Petri  jEenichii  Notitia  Bibliotheca  Thorunensis.  Jen®,  1723;  4to. 

Janozki,  Specimen  Catalogi  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliotheca  Zaluscian®.  Dresden,  1752  ; 
4to. 

.1.  F.  Joachim’s  Einleitung  zur  Teutschen  Diplomatik.  Halle,  1 754 ; 8vo. 

J.  F.  Joachim’s  Einleitung  zur  Teutschen  Diplomatik.  Halle,  1785  ; 8vo. 

Tabularum  Litterarumque  veterum  usque  hue  nondum  editarum  Spicilegium.  G.  C.  Joannes. 
Francofurti,  1724 ; 8vo. 

Crymogeea  sive  Rerum  Islandoriem,  libri  3.  Per  A.  Jonam.  Hamburgi;  4to. 

Index  to  Records,  called  the  Originalia  and  Memoranda,  on  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s 
side  of  the  Exchequer.  E.  Jones.  London,  1793.  1795  ; 2 vols.  folio;  (2  copies.) 

Diversarum  Gentium  Historise  Antiquee  Scriptores  tres  Joinandes,  Isidorus  Hispalensis,  Paulus 
Wamefudus.  F.  Lindenbrogius  recensuit.  Hamburgi,  1611  ; 4to. 

Journal  de  l’lnstitut  Historique.  Paris,  1834,  1835  ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

: Bibliotheca  Historise  Litterariee  Selecta,  etc.  cujus  primas  lineas  duxit,  B.  G.  Struvius.  Post 
variorum  Emendationes,  etc.  opus  ita  formavit  ut  fere  novum  did  queat.  J.  F.  Ingler.  Jense,  1754. 
17.63  ; 3 vols.  8vo. 

Juncker  Historische  Nachricht  von  der  Offentlichen  Bibliotlieque  des  Gymnasii  zu  Eisenach,  etc. 
Eisenach,  1709 ; 4to. 

F.  Junii  Etymologicum  Anglicanum.  Oxonii,  1743;  folio. 

A Dictionary  of  the  Norman  or  Old  French  Language,  to  which  are  added  the  Laws  of  William 
the  Conqueror.  It.  Kelham.  London,  1779;  8vo. 

Keyssler,  Neueste  Reisen  durch  Deutschland,  Bohmen  Ungarn,  die  Schweiz,  Italien  und 
Lothringen.  Hanover,  1751 ; 4to. 

Kitschins,  Tabella  Titulorum  Bibliothecee.  Anhaldinse.  1609;  l2mo. 
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Catalogus  Librorum  quos  olim  possedit.  T.  de  Klevenfeldt.  Hafniee,  1777  ; 8vo. 

T.  D.  Kohlers  Anweisung  fur  Reisende  Gelelirte.  Frankfurt  und  Leipzig,  176a  ; 8vo. 

Kollarius  Analecta  Monumentorum  omnis  ZEvi  Vindobonensia.  Vindobon*,  1761,  1762  ; 2 vols 

Kollarius,  ad  Lambecii  Commentariorum  Libros  octo  Supplementum.  Liber  primus  postliumus. 
Vindobon*,  1790;  folio.  . 

Pal*ographia  Critica.  U.  F.  Kopp.  Mannheim,  1 8 1 7.  1 829 ; 4 vols.  4to. 

Krantz,  Memorabilia  Bibliotheca;  Public*  Elisabethan*  Wratislaviensis,  Rehdigerian*  diet*. 
Wratislavi*,  1 699  5 4^*  ., 

Krauss,  Bibliotheca;  Principalis  Ecclesi*  et  Monasterii,  ord.  S.  Benedict!  ad  S.  Emmeranium 
Epis.  et  Mart.  Ratisbon,  1748  ; 4 vols.  i2tno. 

C.  J.  Kremer’s  Geschichte  des  Rheinischen  Franziens  unter  den  Merovingischen  und  Karolin- 
gischen  Konigen  bis  in  das  Jahr  840.  Herausgegeben  von  A.  Lamey.  Manheim,  1778 ; 4to. 
fa  Bibliotheca  Mellicensis  seu  Vitee  et  Scripta  Benedictinorum  Mellicensium,  auctore  M.  ICropff, 
qui  etiam  Catalogum  Selectorurn  nonnullorum  Manuscriptorum  addidit.  Vindobonee,  1747  ; 410. 

1 Kundmannus,  Academiee  et  Scholee,  German*,  preecipue  Ducatus  Silesise,  cum  Bibliothecis  in  * 
Mummis.  Wratislaviee,  1741  ; 4-to. 

Nova  Bibliotheca  Manuscriptorum  Librorum.  Opera  ac  Studio  P.  Labbe.  Pansiis,  1057; 

2 vols.  folio. 

P.  Labbis  nova  Bibliotheca  MSS.  Parisiis,  1653 ; 4to. 

Sacrosancta  Concilia.  Studio  P.  Labbis  et  G.  Cossartii.  Lutetiee,  Par.  1671,  1672  ; 18  vols.  folio. 
Petrus,  Prodromus  Historic  Litterariee.  Hamburg!,  1654 ; folio. 

Lambecius,  Commentarii  de  Bibliotheca  Ceesarea,  Vindobonensi.  Vindobonee,  1665.  1679; 

8 vols.  folio. 

Lambecius,  Commentarii,  etc.  Op  eraet  studio  A.  F.  Kollarii.  Vindobonee,  1766,  1782; 

8 vols.  folio.  . . . 

Lambecius.  Diarium  Iteneris  Cellensis,  Prodromus  Historiee  Litterariee.  Lipsiee  et  Francofurti, 
1710;  folio.  , 

Merkwaerdige  Gebeurtenissen,  vooral  in  Vlaenderen  en  Brabant,  van  1377,  tot  1443.  Olivier  van 
Dixmunde.  Verrykt  met  eone  Voorede,  &c.  door  T.  T.  Lambin.  Ypre,  1835  ; 4to. 

Catalogus  Codicum  MSS.  qui  in  Bibliotheca  Riccardiana  Florenti*  Adservantur. 

Liburni,  1756 ; folio. 

Notitia  Manuscriptorum  Rehdigeriand  Bibliothecae  a Cl.  Bibliothecano  G.  Krantz  10  summa 
cum  fi  et  dexteritate  A.  1695,  18  Nov.  seq.  tradita,  communicato  vero  illius  autographo  descripta 
manu.  J.  E.  Lammeri,  1718,  1719 ; 4*?-  . . „ . . . „ . RR  , .. 

G.  Lammers,  Catalogus  Librorum  Universitatis  Gromngee  et  Omlandee.  Gronmgee,  1004;  tolio. 
Lanfranci  Cantuariensis  Archiepiscopi  Opera  Omnia.  Lutetiee,  Par.  1648  ; folio. 

Scriptores  Rerum  Danicarum  Medii  TEvi,  J.  Langebeck.  P.  F.  Suhin.  Hafniee,  1772.  1792; 

7 vols.  folio.  . 

Codex  Principis  olim  Laureshamensis  Abbatiee  Diplomaticus,  ex  jEvo  maximo  Carolengico  diu 
multumque  desideratum.  Edidit,  recensuit,  etc.  Academia  Theodora  Palatina  Mamshemii,  1768. 
1770  ; 3 vols.  4to. 

Ordonnances  des  Roys  de  France  de  la  Troisieme  Race.  M.  de  Lauricire.  M.  de  Vilevault. 
Paris,  1723. 1757  ; 19  vols.  folio. 

De  Gentium  aliquot  Migrationibus.  W.  Lazius.  Francofurti,  1600;  folio. 

Oliverii  Legipontii  Dissertationes  Philologico  Bibliographic*.  Norimberg*,  1747;  4t0- 
Codex  Juris  Gentium.  Leibintz,  1747  ; folio,  (2  copies). 

G.  G.  Leibintii  Accessiones  Historic*.  Lipsi*,  1668 ; 4to. 

G.  G.  Leibintii  cura.  Scriptores  Rerum  Brunsvicensiunc.  Hanover*,  1707.  1711  ; 3 vols. folio. 
G.  G.  Leibintii  Mantissa  Codicis  Juris  Gentium  Diplomatici  Guelferby,  &c. ; 1747 ; folio. 
Origines  Guelfic*,  Opus  Pr*cunte,  G.  G.  Leibintio  stilo  F.  G.  Eccardi  litteris  consignatum, 

• postea.  J.  D.  Grubero  Animadversionem  ibus,  &c.  Castigatum,  jam  vero  in  lucem  emissum  a 
C.  L.  Schedio.  Hanover*,  1750.  1780;  5 vols.  folio. 

Codex  Juris  Gentium  Diplomaticus.  G.  G.  Leibintius.  Hanover*,  1693  ; folio. 

Leibintius  Inclyt*  Bibliothec*  Norimbergensis  Memorabilia.  Norimberg*,  1674;  i2mo. 
Bibliotbeque  Historique  de  la  France.  J.  Lelong.  Revere,  etc.  par  M.  Fevrat  de  Fontette. 
Paris,  1771.  1778;  5 vols.  folio. 

Archives  Historiques  et  Littcraires  du  Nora,  de  la  France,  et  du  Midi  de  la  Belgique. 

Leon,  Kurtzgefasste  Beschreibung  der  K.  K.  Hoff-Bibliothek  in  Wien.  Wien,  1820.  i2mo. 
Leonard  Recueil  des  Traitz  de  Paix  de  Treve,  de  Neutrality  etc.  Paris,  1690;  6 vols.  4to. 
Leonis  I.  Pap*  Epistol*  qu*  quidem  hactenus  reperiri  potuerunt  omnes.  Lovanii,  1566  ; i2mo. 
L.  Lessis  Opera.  Antverpi*,  1603;  8vo.  Petris  Abbatis  Cellensis  Epistolarum,  libri  9.  Luteti* 
Par.  1613 ; 8vo. 

A Topographical  Dictionary  of  England.  S.  Lewis,  London,  4 vols. ; 4to.  (3  copies). 
Archffiologia  Britannica.  E.  Lhuyd.  Oxford,  1707  ; folio. 

Diplomatarium  Suecanum,  collegit  et  edidit  J.  C.  Liljegren ; vol.  1.  Holmi*,  1829 ; 4to. 

E.  Lindenbrogii  Scriptores  Rerum  Germanicarum  Septentrionaiium.  Hamburgi,  1706  ; folio. 
Justus  Lipsius  de  Bibliothecas  Syntagma.  Antverpi*,  1613  ; 2 vols.  folio;  1637,  4 vols.  folio. 
Theorie  de  Loix  Politiques  de  la  Monarchic  Franchise.  Lizardiere.  Paris,  1792  ; 8vo.  8 vols. 
Niromberger  Jahrbircher.  Herausgegeben  von  G.  W.  K.  Lochner.  Erstes  Heft.  Nurnberg, 
1833 ; 4to.  . 

Londorpius,  Acta  Publica,  etc.  der  Kayserlichen  Majestat,  etc.  Frankfurt,  1668.  1721 ; 19  vols. 
folio.  . . , 

Londorpius,  suppletus  et  continuatus  sive  Acta  Publica  oder  allerhan  denk’  w'ardige  scruteicne 
Handlungen,  etc.  Frankfurt  and  Leipzig,  1739.  1744 ; 4 vols.  folio. 

Lucius  Catologus  Bibliothec*  Public*  Moeno  Francofurtensis.  Francofurti,  1728  ; 4to. 
lteliqui*  Manuscriptorum  omnis  iEvi  Diplomatum  ac- Monumentorum,  ineditorum  adhuc.  Ex 
Musio  T.  P.  Ludewig.  Francofurti  et  Leipsi*,  1720.  Hal*,  1741;  12  vols.  8vo.  . 

Liinig,  Publicorum  Negotiorum  ab  Augustissimo  Romanorum  Imperatore  universis  Europ*  Regi- 
bus, etc.  Francofurti  et  Lipsi*,  1694;  4to.  Ejusdem  Continuatio,  etc.,  1702;  2 vols.  4to. 
Liter*  Procerum  Europ*.  Edit*  a J.  C.  Liinig.  Lipsi*,  1712  ; 3 vols.  8vo. 

Liinig,  Orationes  Procerum  eorundemque  Ministrorum,  etc.  Lipsi*,  1713;  3 parts,  8vo.  . 
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Liinig,  Die  Teutsche  Reichs  Cantzley.  Leipzig,  1714;  8 parts,  8vo. 

Lunig,  Das  Teutsche  Reichs  Archiv.  Leipzig,  1713.  1722  ; 24  vols.  folio. 

Liinig,  Europaische  Staats  Gonsitia.  Leipzig,  1715  ; 2 vols.  folio. 

Codex  Italiee  Diplomaticus.  Collegit,  T.  C.  Liinig.  Francofurti  et  Lipsi®,  1725.  *73 5 5 4 v°Is. 

^Codex  Germanise  Diplomaticus.  T.  C.  Liinig.  Francofurti  etLipsiee,  1732,  1733  ; 2 vols.  folio. 
Bibliotheca  X.uxdorpiana.  Havni®,  1789  ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

Scriptoves  duo  Anglici  de  Vitig  Pontificum  Romanoruni.  Videlicet,  Rob.  Barns  & Job.  Baleus, 
quos  a Venebris  vindicavit  et  usque  ad  Paulum  V.  continuavit.  J.  M.  Lydius.  Lug®  Bat., 
1617;  8vo.  . . ' 

Acta  Sanctorum  Ordinis  S.  Benedicti,  L.  d’Achery,  J.  Mabillon,  et  T.  Ruinart.  Luteti®  Par. 
1668.  1701  ; 9 vols.  folio. 

Mabillon,  Museum  seu  Collectio  V eterum  Scriptorum  ex  Bibliothecis  Italicis.  Parisiis,  1687; 
2 vols.  4t°- 

Trait6  des  Etudes  Monastiques.  J.  Mabillon.  Paris,  1691  ; 8vo. 

Histoire  des  Contestations  sur  la  Diplomatique,  avec  1’ Analyse  de  cet  ouvrage,  compose  par  J. 
Mabillon.  Paris,  1708  ; i2mo. 

J.  Mabillonii  Iter  Germanicum,  N.  J.  Launonii  de  Scholis  celebribus  a Carolo  M.  N.  post  Caro- 
lurii  M.  in  Occidente  inetauratis  liber.  Accedunt  Facultas  Parisiensis  de  Doctrina  pronuncians  et 
veteres  formula  protestationum,  Romas  a Pontificibus  in  Parisiensi  et  quibusdam  abiis  academiis  a 
Doctoribus  fieri  solitarum  Pr®missa  est  Preefatio.  J.  A.  Fabricii.  Hamburgi,  1717 ; 8vo. 

Vetua  Analecta,  Cum  Itivere  Germanico.  J.  Mabillon.  Parisiis,  1723;  folio. 

Annales  Ordinis  S.  Benedicti  Occidentatium  Monachorum  Patriarchs.  T.  Mabillon.  Luteti®, 
Parisiorum,  1703.  1739;  6 vols.  folio. 

Mabillon,  Liturgia  Romana  Vetus.  Venetiis,  1748  ; folio. 

Ouvrages  posthumes  de  J.  Mabillon  et  de  J.  Ruinart  V.  Thuillier.  Paris,  1724 ; 3 vols.  4to. 

J.  T.  Maderus,  De  Bibliothecis  atque  Archives.  Helmstadii,  1666;  4to. 

De  Bibliothecis  atque  Archivis  virorum  clarissimorum  Libelli  et  Commentationes.  J.  T.  Maderus. 
Helmestadi,  1702  ; 4to. 

Fomulare  Anglicanum ; or  a Collection  of  Ancient  Charters  and  Instruments  ot  divers  kinds, 
taken  from  the  originals.  Madox.  London,  1702  ; folio. 

Madox,  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Exchequer.  London,  1769  ; 2 vols.  4to. 

The  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Exchequer.  Madox.  London,  1711  ; folio  (3  copies.) 

Istoria  Diplomatica,  che  serve  d’lntroduzione  all,  arte  critica  in  tal  materia.  S.  Maifer.  Mantova, 
1727  ;,4to. 

Conm-egationis  Anglicans  Ordinis  S.  Benedic  ti  Patriarchis  Trophsa.  Collecta  per  E.  Maiheu. 
Remis,  1 625 ; 3 vols.  4I0. 

B.  Malinkrot.  Catalogus  Librorum  qui  Colonis  editi  sunt.  Parisiis,  1524  ; 4to. 

Scriptores  Rerum  Lusihicarum  antiqui  et  recentiores.  C.  Manlius.  Lipsiset  Budisss,  1719 ; folio. 
Scipionis  Marants  Expostulatio  in  Bartholomsum  Germonium  pro  antiquis  diplomatibus,  & codi- 
cibus  manuscriptis.  Messans  ; 8vo 

Marier  et  Quercetanus,  Bibliotheca  Cluniacensis.  Parisiis,  1614 ; folio. 

1 Papiri  Diplomatici,  raccolti  ed  illustrati  dall  Abbate  Gaetano  Marini.  Roma ; folio. 

Epistols  Gerberti,  postea  Romani  Pontificis  Silvestri  II.  Parisiis. — Epistols  Joannis  Saresbe- 
riensis.  -Epistols  Stephani  Episcopi  Tornacencis— Nunc  primum  edits  e Bibliotheca.  P.  Massoni. 
Parisiis,  1611  ; 4to. 

Thesaurus  norres  Anecdotorum.  E.  Martine  et  U.  Durand.  Lutelis  Par. ; 5 vols.  folio. 

Veterum  Scriptorum  et  Monumentorum  Historicorum,  Dogmaticorum,  Moralium  Amplissima 
Collectio.  E.  Martine  et  U.  Durand.  Parisiis,  1724.  1733  ; 9 vols.  folio. 

Martens  Recueil  des  principaux  Traites  cV Alliance,  de  Paix,  etc.  Gottingen,  1791.  1801  ; 7 vols. 

8vo. 

Index  to  various  Records  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  A.  Martin.  London,  1819 ; 8vo. 

A Bibliographical  Catalogue  of  Books,  privately  printed.  J.  Martin.  London,  1834;  8vo. 
Matthsi  Index  Manuscriptorum , Grscorum  Bibliothecarum  Mosquensium  S anctissimi  Syodi 
Ecclesis  Orthodoxs  Grsco  Rossics.  Petersburgh,  1780  ; 4to. 

Yeteris  iEvi  Analecta  seu  vetera  monumenta  hactenus  nondum  visa.  Edidit  A.  Matthsus.  Hags 
Comitum,  1738  ; 10  vols.  4to. 

Krabani  Mauri  Opera,  a Georgio  Calvinerio.  Colon.  1627  ; 3 vols.  folio. 

Zeitschrift  fur  Archivkunde  Diplomatik  und  Geschichte.  Herausgegeben,  von  L.  F.  Hoefer,  H.  A. 
Erhard,  und  L.  B.  von  Medem.  Hamburgh,  1833,  1834;  3 Hefte;  8vo.  1 vol. 

Rerum  Germanicarum,  tomi  3.  Edidit  H.  Meibomius.  Helmsstadii,  1688  ; m 2 vols.  folio. 
Chronicon  Benedictoburanum.  Opera  et  Studio  C.  Meichelbeck.  Opus  posthumum  inlucem  prodit 
A.  I-Iaidenfeld.  Benedictoburi,  2 parts  in  1 vol.  folio,  _ 

Notes  of  Charters,  &c.,.  by  the  Right  Flonourable  Thomas  Earl  of  Melrose,  afterwards  Earl  ot 
Haddington,  to  the  Vassals  of  the  Barony  of  Diem.  From  1615  to  1627.  Edinburgh,  1830  ; 4to. 
Memoirs  pour  servir  a l'Histoire  Litteraire  des  Pays  Bas.  Louvain,  1763.  1770  ; 18  vols.  12010. 
Memorias  para  a Historia  das  Inquiricdes  dos  primeiros  Reinados  de  Portugal.  Lisboa, 
1815  ; 410. 

Memorias  de  la  Real  Academia  de  la  Historia.  Madrid,  179®-  ® vo‘s-  4t0-  . . 

Memorials  of  the  English  Affairs  ; or  an  Historical  Account  of  what  passed  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  1 to  King  Charles  2 his  happy  Restauration.  London,  1682  ; folio. 

Memorials  and  Letters  relating  to  the  History  of  Britain  in  the  Reign  of  James  1 and  Charles  1. 
Glasgow,  1766;  2 vols.  8vo.  _ . T • ,• 

Scriptores  Rerum  Germanicarum  1,  Prtecipue  Saxonicarum  Edidit.  J.  B.  Menckenms.  Lipsias, 
1728.1730;  3 vols.  folio.  T 

Diplomatisches  Lesebuch.  E.  C.  Mereau  Erster  Theil,  mit  civern  Bande  Kupperhafeler.  Jena, 

Escuela  de  leer  Letras  cursivas  Antiguas  y Modernas.  A.  Merino.  Madrid,  1780;  folio.  ^ 
Messager  des  Sciences  et  des  Artes  de  la  Belgique,  ou  Nouvelles  Archives  Histonques,  Litteraires 
et  Scientitiques.  Gand,  1832.  1835  ; 4 vols.  8vo.  „ _ , . n 

Bibliotheca  Historica.  Instructa  a B.  G.  Shruvio,  aucta  a C.  G.  Budero,  nunc  vero  a L G. 
Marcelio  ita  digesta,  amplificata  et.  emendata,  sit  pame  novum  opus  videri  possit.  Lipsim,  17  - 
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Teutsches  Kiinstler  Lexikon.  Nebst  einem  Verzeichniss  sehenswiirdiger  Bibliotheken.  J.  G. 
Mensel.  Lemgo,  1808.  1814;  3 vols.  8vo. 

Archis  fiir  Stoots  und  Kirchengeschichte  der  Herzogthumer  Schleswig,  Holstein,  Lauenburg. 
Redigert  von  A.  L.  J.  Michelsen  und  J.  Asmassen.  Altona,  1833  ; 8vo. 

Urkunden  Buch  zur  Geschichte  des  Landes  Dithmarschen.  Gesamelt  von  A.  L.  T.  Michelsen. 

^Bibliotheca  'cantabrigiensis  ordinanda  methodus  quadam  Conyers  Middleton.  Cantabrigi*, 

17Francis°van  Mieris,  Groot  Charter  Book  van  Holland,  Zeeland  en  Vriesland,  totde  doodder  Graviu 
Jacoba  van  Bajeren.  Leyden,  1753.  1756  ; folio. 

Auberti  Mirsei  Opera  Diplomatica  et  Iiistorica.  J.  F.  Foppens  Notas  et  Indicis  addidit,  Diplomata 
plura hactenus  inedita  adjunxit,  etc.  Lovain,  1723;  Bruxellis,  1743  ; 4 vols.  folio. 

Originum  Monasticarum,  Libri  4.  Anbertus  Miraus.  Coloriaagr,  1620  ; 8vo. 

Miscellanea  Flistorica  de  Rebus  A nglicis;  4to. 

Miscellaneorum  ex  MSS,  Libris  Bibliotheca  Collegii  Romani  Societatis  Jesu.  Rom*,  1754, 
1757;  2 vols.  ato.  , 

Bibliotheca  Codicum  MSS.  Monasterii  S.  Michaelis  Venetiarum  prope  Murianum  una  cum  Appen- 
dice  librorum  impressorum  Secuti  XV.  Opus  Posthumum  J.  B.  Mittarelli.  Venetiis,  1779  • folio. 

Moellerus,  Catalogus  Librorum  tarn  Manuscriptorum  quam  Impressorum  qui  jussu,  Divi  Augusti 
Ducis  Saxo  Gothani  a Beato  Leezenio  in  Oriente  anti  in  Bibliotheca  Gothana  asservantur.  Gotha, 
1825,  1826;  4to. 

Traite  de  1’ Arrangement  des  Archives,  etc.  Par  M.  Le  Moine.  Metz,  1765 ; 4to. 

Breve  fra  Lverrige.  C.  Molbech.  Kibbenhavn,  1814.  1817;  3 vols.  8vo. 

Om  offentlige  Bibliotheker.  Bibliothecarer,  og  det,  man  har  haldet  Bibliotheksvidenskab. 
C.  Molbech.  Kibbenhavn,  1829;  8vo. 

Fortegnelse  over  de  paa  Pargament  trykkede  Roger  i det  store  Kongebge  Bibliotheke,  etc. 
C.  Molbech.  Kibbenhavn,  1830 ; 8vo.  _ . 

Ueber  Bibliothekwissenschaft  oder  Einrichtnus  und  Verwaltrius  Oftentlicher  bibliotheken,  von 
C.  Molbech.  Uebersetzt,  von  H.  Ratjen.  Leipzig,  1833;  8vo. 

J.  Molleri  Cimbria  Literati.  Havniee,  1744 ; folio,  3 vols. 

Recensio  Librorum  quos  relinquebat,  B.  Moll-manus.  Havniee,  1783  ; 8vo.  _ 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothecae  Academic  Lausannensis.  Lausanna,  1792?  Cum  duobus 
Supplements,  Ann.  1800  et  1812.  Supplementum  tertium,  1829.  C.  Monnard.  8vo. 

Diarium  Italicum.  B.  de  Montfaucon.  Parisiis,  1702  ; 4to. 

Bibliotheca  Bibliotliecarum  Manuscriptorum  nova.  B.  de  Montfaucon.  Parisiis,  1739  ; 2 vols.  folio. 
Dictionnaire  Diplomatique,  ou  Etymologies  des  Termes  des  Bas  Siecles.  M.  Montignot.  Nancy, 
1787 ; 8vo.  „ , A , 

Monumenta  Boica.  Edidit  Academ.  Scient.  Monadm,  1763.  1834;  30  vols.  4to.  (2  copies.) 
Monumenti  Ravennati  de  Secoti  di  Mezzo  par  la  maggior  parte  iuediti.  Venezia,  1801.  1804; 

Estratto  delle  Dissertazioni  del  Morcelli  sullo  scrivere  degli  antichi  Romani.  Roma,  1823;  8vo. 
Mortrofi  Polyhistor.  4to.  Lubec,  x 741.  , 

Catalogue  of  Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  College  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  Moskwa.  Moskva, 
1813.  1828;  4 vols.  folio. 

Bibliotheca  Heraldica  Magna  Britannia.  T.  Moule.  London,  1822  ; 8vo. 

Littera  Critica  sopra  un  manoscritto  in  cera.  A.  Colchi  Mugellano.  Firenze,  1 740 ; 4to. 

M.  C.  G.  Mueller.  Notitia  et  Recensio  Codicum  MSS,  qui  in  Bibliotheca  Episcopatus  Num- 
bergocizensis  asservantur.  Lipsia,  1806.  1811  ; 8vo.  . 

Catalogus  der  Burger  Bibliothek  der  Stadt  Schaffhausen  Verzeichniss  der  Buchersaramlung,  von 
J.  G.  Mueller.  Schaffhausen,  1824;  8vo. 

Antiquitates  Italic*  Medii  iEvi.  L.  A.  Muratorius.  Mediolani,  1738.  1742  ; 6 vols.  folio. 
Rerum  Italicarum  Scriptores.  L.  A.  Muratorius.  Mediolani,  1723.  T.  B.  Mittarelli.  Venetiis, 
1771 ; 26  vols.  folio. 

De  Murr,  Beschreibung  der  vornehmston,  Merkwiirdigkeiten  in  Nurnberg  und  aug  der  hohen 
Schule  zu  Altdorf.  Nuremberg,  1778 ; 8vo.  . 

De  Murr,  Memorabilia  Bibliotliecarum  Norumbergensium  et  Umversitatis  Aitdorhna,  (3  parts.) 
Norimberga,  1786.  1791  ; 8vo. 

Memorabilia  Academia  Jenensis.  J.  C.  Mylius.  Jena  et  Weissenfelsae,  1746  ; 8vo, 

Notitia,  Origines  domus  Boica  Seculis  10  et  11.  A.  Nagel.  Monachii,  1804  ; 8vo.  (2  copies.) 
Description  du  Pays  et  Duche  de  Normandie,  appellee  anciennement  Neustne.  Extract  de  la 
Cronique  de  Normandie,  faicte  par  feu  J.  Nagerel. 

Catalogus  Codicum  MSS.  Bibliotheca  Casaria  Vindobonensis.  D.  de  Nessel.  Vmdobona  et 
Norimberga,  1690 ; 2 vols.  folio.  . . 

Codex  Diplomaticus  Alemannia  et  Burgundia  Transjurana  intra  fines  Diocesis  Constantiensis  an 
Fundamentum  ejusdem  Diocesis.  Edidit  Neugart.  San  Beasii,  1791  • x795  > 2 vo^s-  4t0- 

Neumannus,  Epistola  de  Bibliotheca  Halensii.  Hala,  1710,  4to.  . 

Fasti  Ecclesia  Anglican*,  or  an  Essay  towards  deducing  a regular  succession  of  all  the  Princi- 
pal Dignitaries  in  each  Cathedral,  Collegiate  Church  or  Chapel,  in  England  and  Wales.  John  Le 
Neve.  1716;  folio.  . 

De  Controversia  in  Curia  Militari  inter  Ricardum  le  Scrope  et  Robertum  Grosvenor,  Mnites.  011 
H.  N.  Nicolas.  Londini,  1832 ; 2 vols.  4to.  _ . 

The  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  Libraries.  W.  Nicolson.  London,  1736;  folio,  (2  copies.) 
Munsterischi  Urkundensammlung.  F.  Niesert.  Coesfeld ; 4 vols.  8vo. 

Urkundensammlung  zur  Geschichte  der  Herrschaft  Steinford.  J.  Niesert.  Coesfeld, 

2 vols.  8vo. 

De  Charta  ejusque  usu  apud  antiquos. 

F.  M.  Nigrisoli  Epistola  ad  Liborium  Brixianum.  Venetiis,  1669  ; i2mo. 

Gedenkwaardigheden  rut  de  Geschridenis  van  Gelderland.  J.  A.  Nijhoff.  Arnhem,  : 

Deel;  4to. 

Nikolai  Reisedurch  Deutschland  und  die  Schweitz.  Berlin  und  Stettin,  1783. 1787 
Noms  Feodaux,  ou  Noms  de  ceux  qui  ont  tenu  Fifes  en  France.  Paris,  1826 
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Memoires  de  la  Societe  des  Antiquaires  de  la  Normandie.  Caen  et  Paris,  1824.  1833;  10  vols. 
3 vo. ; plates  in  folio. 

gpicilegium  Bibliographicum  E.  Nyerup.  Havnise,  1782. 

Bucher  und  Schriften  der  Lesegesellschaft  in  Zuzern.  1821 . 

Recensio  Manuscriptorum  Codicum  Bibliothecae.  Vaticanm.  Lipsiee,  1803. 

Beitrage  zur  Kenntniss  der  Bibliotbek  S.  Michaelis  in  Liineberg.  A.  Martini,  1827  ; 8vo. 

R.  Nyerups  Reiser  til  Stockholm  i Aarene,  1810,  oz.  1812.  Kibbenhavn,  1816;  8vo. 

Miscella  Litteraria  Maximam  partem  Argentoratensia.  J.  T.  Oberlinus.  Argentorati,  1770 ; 
4to.  ■ . . . . 

Artis  Diplomatics  Prims  Lins  in  usum  auditorum  duxit,  J.  T.  Oberlinus. 

Observations  on  the  Statutes,  chiefly  the  more  ancient,  from  Magna  Charta  to  the  21st  of  James  I. 
Ch.  xxvii. ; with  an  Appendix.  London,  17 66  ; 4to. 

Reiuni  Hibernicarum  Scriptores  veteres.  C.  O’Conor,  Buckingham!®,  1814,  3 vols.  4to, 

A descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  in  the  Stowe  Library.  C.  O’Conor.  Vol.  I.,  Buck- 
ingham, 1818  ; 4to. 

Rerum  Boicarum  Scriptores  nusquam  antehac  editi.  A.  F.  Oefelius.  Aug.  Vindel,  1763;  2 vols. 
folio. 

Ideen  einer  Theorie  ber  Archivwissenschaft.  J.  A.  Oegg.  Gotha,  1804;  8vo. 

Oelrichs  Entwrirf  einer  Geschichte  der  Koniglichen  Bibliothec  zu  Berlin.  Berlin,  1752  ; 8vo. 
Olerin,  Essai  sur  un  Nouvel  Ordre  Bibliographique  pour  la  Bibliotheque  Imperiale.  St.  Peters- 
burg, 1809,;  4to. 

Casimiri  Oudini  Commentarius  de  Scriptoribus  Antiquis,  etc.  Francofurti,  1722;  3 vols.  folio. 
Prosopographia  He'rorum  atque  Illustrium  Virorum  totius  Germanis.  H.  Pantaleo.  Basils,  1565, 
1566 ; 3 partes,  1 vol.  folio. 

Analecta  ad  Historiam  seissi  Belgii  potissimum  attinentia.  Collegit,  digessit,  Notisque  illustravit. 
C.  P.  Hoynck  van  Papendrecht.  Hags  Com.  1743  ; 6 vols.  4to. 

Catalogus  Librorum  Manuscriptorum  quos  Collegio  corporis  Christi  et  B.  Maris  Virginis  in 
Academia  Cantabrigiensi  legavit.  M.  Parker.  Edidit,  J.  Nasmith.  Cantabrigs,  1777  ; 4to. 
Codices  MSS.  Bibliotheca  Regii  Taurinensis  Athens!.  J.  Pasinus.  Taurini,  1749;  folio. 

Tatin,  Voyages  en  Allemagne,  Angleterre,  Hollande,  Boheme,  Suisse,  &c.  Amsterdam, 
i2mo. 

Recueil  de  Litres  et  autres  Pieces  justificatives  employes  dans  le  Memoire  sur  la  Constitution 
Politique  de  la  Ville  et  Cite  de  Perigueux,  &c.  Paris,  1775;  4to. 

Archiv  der  Gesellschaft  fur  altere  Deutsche  Geschichthuade.  Herausgegeben  von  T.  L.  Biichler. 
J.  G.  Diimge.  G.  H.  Pertz.  Frankfurt,  1819.  Hanover,  1831;  6 vols.  8vo. 

Monumenta  Germanis  Historica.  Edidit  G.  H.  Pertz.  Hannovris,  1826.  1835 ; 3 vols.  folio. 
Recherches  sur  les  Bibliotheques  Anciennes  et  Modernes,  jusqu’a  la  fondation  de  la  Biblio- 
theque Magazin.  L.  C.  F.  Petit  Nadel.  Paris,  1819;  8vo. 

Petri  Venerabilis  cluniacensis  quondam  abbatis  opera  baud  vulgari.  Cura  et  labore  Petri  de  ronte 
Martyrorum.  Parisiis,  1522 ; 4to. 

Petri  Abbatis  Cellensis  Epistolarum,  libri  9.  Item  Alexandri  III.  Paps  ad  Petrum  eundem  it 
alios  Epistols  56.  Lutetis  Par.  1613;  8vo. 

Petri  de  Vineis  Epistolarum,  libri  6.  Ambergs,  1609;  8vo. 

Petri  de  Vineis  Epistolarum,  libri  6.  Cuavit  J.  R.  Iselius.  Basils,  1740. 

Petri  Blesensis  Pathomienrs  in  Anglis  Archdiaconi  Opera  Omnia.  Parisiis,  1667 ; folio. 

Sueva  Ecclesiastica.  R.  D-  F.  Petrus,  Aug.  Vindel,  et  Dilings,  1699  ; folio. 

Scriptores  Rerum  Austricarum  veteres  ac  genuini.  R.  D.  P.  H.  Petz.  Lipsis,  1721.1755 
3 vols.  folio. 

B.  Pezii  Bibliotheca  ascertica  antique  nova.  Ratisbons,  1723.  174°  > 12  v°ls.  8vo. 

Thesaurus  Anecdotorum  novissimus,  ita  veterum  Monumentorum,  prscipue  Ecclesiasticorum, 
ex  Germanicis  portissimum  Bibliothecis,  adornata  Collectio  recentissima.  B.  Pezius.  Aug.  Vindel. 
et  Grsii,  1721.  1729;  6 vols.  folio. 

Antonius  de  Leone  Pinello.  Epitome  Bibliothecs.  Madrid,  1629 ; 4to. 

Rerum  Germanicarum  Scriptores  aliquot  insignes.  Collectore  J . Pistorio  Nidano.  Curante  B. 
G.  Henvio.  Ratisbons,  1726;  3 vols.  folio. 

T.  Pitseus.  De  Rebus  Anglicis.  Parisiis,  1619 ; 4to.  (3  copies.) 

Polonicaru'm  Rerum  Latini  recentiores  et  veteras  Scriptores  quotquot  extant.  Basils ; folio. 
Pontificale  Romanum  summorum  Pontificum.  Urbini,  1818;  folio. 

De  furtivis  literarum  notis  vulgo  de  Ziferis  libri  quinque.  T.  P.  Porta.  Neapoli,  1602  ; 4to. 
Direction  for  Search  of  Records  remaining  in  the  Chancerie  Tower,  Exchequer.  T.  Powell. 
London,  1622  ; 4to.  (3  copies.) 

Pratie,  Die  Herzogthiimer  Bremen  und  Verden.  Bremen,  1757.  1762  ; 6 vols.  8vo. 

Catalogue  des  Livres  de  la  Bibliotheque  Publique  fondee  par  M.  Prousteau.  Paris  et  Orleans, 
1777 ; 4to. 

Diplomataria  sacra  Ducatus  Styris,  dim  Collegit.  S.  Pusch.  Edidit  auxitquo.  E.  Froelich. 
Vienne,  Prags,  Tergesti,  1756;  2 vols.  4to. 

Scriptores  Ordinis  Prsdicatorum  recensiti,  Notisque  illustrati.  Inchoavit,  R.  P.  F.  T.  Quetef. 
absoluit.  R.  P.  F.  T.  Echard.  Lutetis  Par.  1719.  1721  ; 2 vols.  folio. 

Bavaria  Sancta,  Matthsus  Raderus,  1615.  1617.  Olium  per  R.  Sadeler  venum  exposita,  et  nunc 
recusa  sumptibus.  J.  C.  Bencard.  Monachii,  1704 ; 3 vols.  folio  (2  copies.) 

• Bavaria  Pis,  Matthsus  venum  exposita,  et  nunc  recusa  sumptibus.  J.  C.  Bencard,  1704;  folio. 
Ausfiihrliche  Schreibungslehre  der  Teutsclien  Sprache.  J.  G.  Radlof.  Frankfurt,  1820;  8vo. 
Kurtzgefasste  Beschreibung  der  N urnbergischen  Stadt-bibliothek  mit  einigen  Bezlogen  und  dem 
Abdruck  einer  Handschraft.  Von  G.  C.  Raumer.  Nurnberg,  1821  ; 8vo. 

Histoire  d’ Angleterre,  M.  de  Rapin  Thoyras.  Haye,  1724.  1736  ; 13  vols.  4to. 

Abrege  Historique  de  ce  qui  est  contenu  dans  les  Actes  publics  et  imprimes  a Londres  en  17°4> 
A'C. ; recueilles  par  T.  Rymer.  Rapin  de  Thoyras.  Amsterdam,  4to. 

Acta  Regia,  or  on  account  of  the  Treaties,  Letters  and  Instruments  between  the  Monarchs  of 
England  and  Foreign  Powers.  Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Rapin,  as  published  by  Le  Clerc. 
London,  1727  ; 4 vols.  8vo. 

' Sammlung  ungedenckter  Urkunden  zur  Brandenburgischen  Geschichte.  Herausgegeben  von 
W.  von  Raumer.  Berlin,  Stettin  & Elbing,  1831.  1833;  2 vols.  4to. 
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Alexander  Ravnaldus,”  Index  Librorum  Manuscriptorum  Latinorum,  qui  ex  Spoliis  Electoris 
Palatini  et  Heidelberga  in  Vaticanam.  Bibliothecam,  anno  1623  advecti  sunt 

Bibliothecae  Cleri  Londinensis  in  Collegio  Lionensi  Catalogus  G.  Reading.  Londoni,  1724  ; folio. 
Recueil  de  divers  Traitez  de  Paix,  de  Commerce,  &c.  faits  depuis  soixante  ans  entre  les  Etats 
Souverains  de  I’Europe.  A la  Haye,  1707  ; 2 vols.  i2mo.  c . 

Historical  Account  of  the  Institution  and  State  of  the  General  Register  Office  of  Scotland,  1815; 

° S°ome  Account  of  the  General  Register  House  of  Scotland.  1817  ; folio. 

Supplsr-ent  a l’Art  de  verifier  les  Dates,  et  aux  divers  Recueils  Diplomatiques,  ou  Memoire  sur 
quelques  anciens  Fiefs.  Par  le  Baron  de  Reiffenberg.  Bruxelles,  1834  ;4to. 

1 Reimannus,  Bibliotheca  Acromatica,  Theologica,  Juridica,  Medica,  Philosophica,  Histonca  et  Phi- 
loloo-ica.  Hanover,  1712 ; 8vo. 

Catalogo  General  de  la  Libraria  del  Sennor  Don  Diego  le  Arce  y Remoso.  Madnti,  1660 
Archiv  fiir  Rheinische  Gescliichte.  Herausgegeben  von  K.  A.  Grafen  von  Reisach  und  P.  A.  Linde. 
Coblenz,  1833;  8vo,  Erster  Theil.  . 

Litterarische  Reise  durch  Deutschland.  Leipzig,  1786  ; 8 vo.  . .. 

Reiserus,  Index  Manuscriptorum  Bibliotheca;,  Augustaiue,  cum  Appendice  duphci.  Aug.  Vmdel, 

l6The  Repertorie  of  Records  remaining  in  the  four  Treasuries  on  the  receipt  side  at  Westminster; 
the  Two  Remembrancers  of  the  Exchequer.  London,  1631  ; 4to.  (4  copies.) 

The  Report  of  the  Lords’  Committees,  appointed  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  view  and  consider  the 
Public  Records,  etc.  London,  1719 ; 8vo.  (4  copies.) 

p J.Resenii  Bibliotheca  Regiee  Academia;  Hafmensi  donatse.  Hatnice,  1085  ; 4to. 

Veterum  Scriptorum,  qui  Cmsarum  et  Imperatorum  Germanicorum  res  per  aliquot  secula  gestas, 
literis  mandarunt,  Tomus  unus.  J.  Reuberus.  Hanovke,  1619. 

Witichindi  Monachi  Corbeiensis  Annalium  libri  treg.  Opera  et  Studio.  H.  Meibomn,  francofurti, 

1 Chronici  Ditmari  Episcopi  Mersepurgii,  libri  7,  nunc  primum  in  lucem  editi.  R.  Reinccius.  Fran- 
cofurti,  1580;  folio.  . . . . 

Veterum  Scriptorum,  qui  Cmsarum  et  Imperatorum  Germanicorum  res  per  aliquot  stecula  gestas 
litteris  mandarunt.  Tomus  unus,  a T.  Reubero  olim  editus,  auctus,  etc.  curante  G.  C.  Joanms. 

Reuss^  Beschreibung  der  Universitats  Bibliothek  zu  Tubingen.  Tubingen,  1778  ; 8vo. 
Thuringia  sacra,  sive  Historia  Monasteriorum,  qua;  olim  in  Thuringia  floruerunt.  AcceduntS. 
Revheri.  Monumenta  Landgraviorum  Thuringia;  et  Marchionum  Misnim.  Francofurti,  1737 ; folio. 
Catalogus  Scriptorum  religionis  societatis  Jesu.  P.  P.  Ribadeneira.  Antverpue,  1613 ; 8vo. 
Lettres  et  Memoires  d’Etat.  J.  Ribier.  Paris,  1666  ; 2 vols.  folio. 

Bibliotheca  Rinclciana  seu  Pupillex  Librorum  tarn  Impressorum,  quam  Manuscriptorum,  quos  col- 
legit.  E.  G.  Rinck.  Lipsice,  1747  ; 8vo.  . 

Radulphus  a Rivo,  Catalogus  Librorum  Manuscriptorum.  Per  Belgium. 

Index  of  Scottish  Records.  W.  Robertson.  Edinburgh,  1798  5 4*o.  (2  copies.) 

Bibliotheca  Universel  de  la  Polygraphia;  Espanola;  compuesta:.  Por  Don  C.  Rodriguez.  Madrid, 

^Vetustiora  Latinorum  Scriptorum  Chronica  ad  MSS.  Codicus  emendata,  et  cum  castigatioribus 
Editionibus  collata,  Notisque  illustrata,  in  unum  corpus  collecta,  &c.  Collegit  I.  Koncallius. 
Patavii,  1787;  2 partes,  4to. 

Bibliotheca  Rostgardiana,  in  duas  partes  divisa.  Hafnim,  1 72O  ; bvo. 

Die  Kunst  sich  eine  Bibliothek  zu  sammeln  und  ordnen.  J.  V.  Rothe.  Konneburg,  1798 ; 8vo. 
Rotoli  de  Dominabus  et  Pueris  et  Puellis  de  Donatione  Regis  in  12  Comitatibus.  Londim,  1830 ; 

4tHistohe1(de  l’Abbaye  Royale  de  S.  Oven  de  Rouen.  Par  un  Religieux  Benedictine.  Rouen, 
1662  ; folio. 

Histoire  des  Archevesques  de  Rouen.  Rouen,  1607  ; folio.  . , _ . 

Recueil  Historique  d’Actes,  Negociations,  Memoires  et  Traites,  depuis  la  Paix  d Utrecht  jusquau 
cond  Congres  de  Cambray  inclusivement.  Par  M.  Rousset.  A la  Haye,  1728;  Amst.  74  • 


1 Ecclesise  Cathedralis,  Dunelmensis  Catalogus  Classicus.  T.  Rud. 


second  Congres  de  Cambray  i 
19  vols.  in  21,  i2mo. 

Codicum  Manuscriptorur 

DljnC'R1£de 1 Rutdodf'0 Consilia  et  Negotim  Politica.  Accedit  Epistolarum  Familiarium  ejusdem 
Autoris  Collectio.  Ex  Bibliotheca  Locniana.  Francofurti,  1725 ; folio. 

Placita  Parliamentaria  una  cum  Indiciis  forensibus,  etc.  G.  Ryley.  Londim,  lbbi , folio. 

^ Foedera  Litterse  et  Acta  Publica.  T.  Rymer.  Londini,  1705.  172G;  20  vols.  folio. 

Fccdera,  etc.  T.  Rymer.  Londoni,  1727  ; 18  vols.  folio. 

Fcedera,  etc.  T.  Rymer.  Hagae  Comitis,  1739,  a745  1 10  vols.  folio. 

Casparis  Sagittarii  Antiquitates  Thuringia;.  Terra,  1685  ; 4to. 

Gallia  Christiana.  D.  Samartliannies.  Parisiis,  1716.  1785 ; 13  vols.  folio.  u„ 

A.  Sanderus,  Dissertatis  Parametica  pro  Institutione  Bibliotheca;  Publics  Gandavensis.  biuxenes, 
1631  ; 4to. 

Bibliotheca  Belgica  Manuscripta.  A.  Sanderus.  Insulus,  1641 ; 4to,  . . 

Jos.  de  Sartori.  Catalogus  Bibliographicus  Librorum  in  Bibliotheca  Cies.  Reg.  et  Equestns  Ac  - 
demise  Therisana;  extan tium.  Vienna;,  1801.  1806 ; i3vols.  4to. 

Sartorius,  Gescliichte  des  Hanseatischen  Bundes.  Gottingen,  1802,  1808;  3 vols.  8vo. 

G.  F.  Sartorius.  Urkundliclie  Geschichte  des  Ursprunges  der  Deutchen  Hanse.  Herausgege  en 
von  J.  M.  Lappenberg.  Hamburg,  1830;  2 vols.  4to. 

The  Librarian.  J.  Sauvage.  London,  1808,  l8cg  ; 3 vols.  8vo.  . . 

Sanbertus,  Historia  Bibliotheca;  Horibergensis  duabus  oratiunculis  illustrata.  Morimne  0 , 

Zeitsclirift  fiir  gescliichtliche  Rechtswissenschaft.  Savigny,  Eiclihorn,  und  Goschen.  1815. 1832 , 
8 vols.  8vo.  (3  copies.)  . , ••  r>  n <sanvi<n; 

Cronique  de  Flandres,  anciennement  composee,  et  nouvellement  mis  en  lumiere.  rar  u.  oau  0 • 

Lyon,  156a ; folio.  Continuation 
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C.  F.  Schannat.  Vindemi®  Literarise.  Fulda:  et  Lipsi®,  1783 ; folio.  No,  j. 

Diocesis  Fuldensis  cum  annexa  sua  Hierarchia,  etc.  J.  F.  Schannat.  Francofurti,  1727 ; folio.  Books  purchased 
Concilia  Germanise,  qua:  C.  J.  F.  Schamat  magna  ex  parte  primum  Collegit,  dem  P.  T.  Hartzheim,  for  use  of  the  Com- 
continuavit,  etc.  Col.  agr.  1759.  1761 ; 4 vols.  folio.  mission. 

Rerum  Germanicarum  Scriptores,  varii,  olim  a S.  Schardio  in  4 Tomos,  collecti  opera.  H.  Thom®  

Augustan.  Giessae,  1673  ; folio. 

Scheibel.  Nachrichten  von  den  Merckwurdigkeiten  der  Rehdigerisclien  Bibliothek  zu  Breslau. 

Breslau,  1794;  4^o. 

J.  Schefferi  Svecia  Literati  seu  de  Scriptis  et  Scriptoribus  Gentis  Sued®..  Opus  posthumum, 
editum  a T.  Mollero.  Hamburgi,  1698  ; i2mo. 

Anleitung  fur  Bibliothecare  und  Archivare.  Von  J.  G.  Schelhorn.  Ulm,  1788. 1791 ; 2 vols.  8vo. 

F.  Scheretzius.  Catalogus  rafissimorum  Librorum,  Bibliotheca:  Weimanni.  Lugd.  Bat., 

1663 ; 4to.  . 

Sclieuclizerus.  Alphabeti  ex  Diplomatibus  et  Codicibus  Thuricensibus  Specimen.  Zurich,  1730;  folio. 

Scheuchzerus.  I-Iinera  per  Helvetiam.  Leyden,  1723  ; 4 vols.  4to. 

Scbiada.  Arcana,  Bibliothecae  Synodalis  Typographiae  Moscuensis  sacra  tribus  Catalogis  Codicum 
Graecorum  retecta.  Lipsiae,  1724 ; 8vo. 

J.  Schitteri.  Thesaurus  Antiquitatum  Teutonicarum,  Ecclesiasticarum , Civiljum,  Litterarium 
nemae.  1728  ; 3 vols.  folio. 

Versuch  eines  vollstandigen  Systems  der  Allgemeinen  besonders  iilterem  Diplomatik.  C.  T.  G. 

Schonemann.  Hamburg,  1801,  1802;  2 vols.  8vo. 

Codex  fur  die  practische  Diplomatik  zum  Behuf  seiner  Vortesungen  herausgegeben.  Von  C.  T. 

G.  Schonemann.  Gottingen,  1800.  1803;  2 vols.  8vo. 

Schonemann.  Bibliotheca:  August®  sive  Notitiarum  et  Excerptorum  Codicum  Wolffenbutte- 
lanorum  Specimen.  Helmstadt,  1829;  4to. 

J.  D.  SchoefHini  Alsatia  TEvi  Merovingici,  Carolingici  Saxonici  Salici,  Svevici  Diplomatica. 

Mannhemii,  1772. 1775  ; 2 vols.  folio  (2  copies.) 

Diplomatische  und  curieuse.  Nachlese  der  Historie  von  Ober  Sachsen  und  Angrentzenden 
Landern.  C.  Schottgen  und  G.  C.  Kreysig.  Dresden  und  Leipzig,  1730.  1733;  li  Theile,  in 
3 vols.  8vo. 

Diplomataria  et  Scriptoi-es  Historiae  Germanic®  Medii  YEvi.  Opera  et  Studio  C.  Schoetgenii  et 
G.  C.  Kreysigii.  Accedit  Praefatio.  C.  G.  Buderi.  Altenburgi,  1753.  1760  ; 3 vols.  folio. 

Urkundenbuch  der  Stadt  Freyburg  im  Breisgdu  Herausgegeben.  Von  H.  Schreiber.  Freiburg, 

1828, 1829  ; 8vo.  2 vols.  in  4 Abtheilungen. 

Schriften  der  Gesellschaft  l’iir  Beforderung  der  Geschichthunde  zu  Freiburg  im  Breisgan.  Erster 
Band.  Freiburg,  1828;  8vo. 

Numismata  Anglia:  vetusta  in  Musei  nummario  regi®  Academia:  Upsaliensis  Adservata.  T.  H. 

Schroder.  Upsali®,  1 833 ; 4to. 

Codex  Diplomaticas,  exhibens  Chartas  Historian!  Medii  YEvi  illustrantes,  quas  e latebris  in  lucem 
protraxit,  exscripsit,  notisque  adjectis  piselo  dedit.  J.  P.  Schunck.  Mogunti®,  1697  ; 8vo. 

Schurzfleisch.  Notitia  Bibliothec®  Principalis  Vinariensis.  Jen®,  1715;  410. 

Scriptores  rerum  Hungaricarum  veteres  ac  genuini.  J.  G.  Schwandnerus.  Vindobon®, 

1746.  1748  ; 3 vols.  folio. 

Chartam  lineam  Antiquissimam,  etc.  judicio  eruditorum  exponit.  J.  G.  Schwandnerus.  Vin- 
dobon®, 1 788 ; 4to. 

Franciscus  de  Seine.  Bibliotheca  Slusiana.  Rom®,  1690. 

Lenebier.  Catalogue  raisonne  des  Manuscrits  conserves  dans  la  Bibliothhque  de  la  Ville  et 
Republique  de  Geneve.  Geneve,  1779;  8vo. 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothec®  public®  Universitatas  Lugduno  Batay®.  VV.  Senguerdius. 

J.  Gronovius.  J.  Heyman.  Lugduni  apud  Batavos,  1716  ; folio. 

Selecta  Historiarum  turn  Anecdota  turn  jam  edita,  sed  rariora.  H.  C.  Senckenberg.  Francofurti, 

1734.  1742 ; 6 vols.  8vo. 

H.  C.  Senckenberg.  Sammlung  von  Ungedruckten  und  raren  Handscriften.  Frankfurt,  1745. 

1751 ; 4 vols.  8vo. 

Manuscrits  de  la  Bibliotheque  d’Orleans.  A.  Septier.  Orleans,  1820;  8vo. 

Moguntiacarum  Rerum  Libri  quinque.  N.  Serarius.  Mogunti®,  1604;  4to. 

Colleccao  de  Livres  ineditos  de  Historia  Portugueza,  dos  Reinados  de  D.  Joao  I.,  D.  Quarte  de 
Affonso  V.,  e D.  Joao  II.,  publicados  de  Ordem  da  Academia  Real  das  Sciencias  de  Lisboa.  Por  Jose 
Correa  da  Serra.  Lisboa,  1790.  1824 ; 5 vols.  4to. 

N.  P.  Sibbern.  Bibliotheca  Historica  Dano  Norwegica.  Hamburgi  et  Lipsi®,  1716;  8vo. 

Aenee  Silvii  Piccolominei  Epistole.  4to. 

’ Catalogus  Codicum  MSS.  Bibliothec®  Bernensis.  T.  R.  Sinner.  Berne,  1760. 1772  ; 3 vols.  8vo. 

Sinner.  Bibliothec®  Bernensis  Librorum  typsis  editorum  Catalogus.  Bern,  1764;  2 vols.  8vo. 

Bibliothec®  Bernensis  Codicum  MSS.  Syllabus  ex  majore  opere  contractus.  Sinner.  Berne, 

1772;  8vo. 

Siri.  Je  Mercurio  overo  Historia  de  Correnti  tempi.  Geneva  et  Firenze,  1649. 1682  ; 15  vols.  4to. 

Siri.  Memorie  recondite  dall’  anno  i6ou 

Sino  al  1640.  Ronco.  Paris  et  Lyon,  1676,  1679;  8 vols.  4to. 

Acta  S.  Rumoldi  Episcopi  et  Martyris  Apostoli  et  Patroni  Mechliniensium  collegit,  digessit, 
illustravit.  T.  B.  Sollerius.  Antverpi®,  1718;  folio. 

Silesiacarum  Rerum  Scriptores  aliquot  ad  hue  inediti.  F.  W.  de  Sommersberg.  Lipsi®,  1729, 

1732  ; 3 vols.  folio. 

The  Historie  of  Great  Brilain  under  the  Conquests  of  the  Romans,  Saxons,  Danes  and  Normans. 

J-  Speed.  1650  ; folio. 

Glossarium  Archaiologicum.-  H.  Spelmannus.  Londini,  1687  ; folio. 

Spizelius,  sacra  Bibliothecarum  Arcana  retecta,  sive  MSS.  Theologicorum  in  pr®cipius  Europ® 

Bibliothecis  extantium  Designatio.  Aug.  Vindel,  1688  ; 8vo. 

Magistri  Stephani,  Abbatis  S.  Genovef®  Parisiensis  turn  Episcopi  Tornacensis  Epistol®  Studio. 

R- P.  Claudii  du  Molinet.  Luteci®,  Par.  1679 ; 8vo. 

Vocabularium  Latinitatis  Antiquioris  et  Medii  YEvi  Diplomaticum,  a P.  Bernardo  Shocker  Dilu- 
cidatum.  Nordling®,  1 805 ; 8vo. 

O. 33.  5 1 B.  G.  Struvn 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (C.) 

N~ 

Books  purchased 
for  use  of  the  Com 
mission. 


802 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


Jen*,  1713,  1718  ; 2 vols.  8vo. 
n rerum  Germanicarum.  Jen*,  1730;  2 vols.folio 


B.  G.  Struvii  Collectanea  Manuscriptorum. 

B.  G.  Struvii  Corpus  Historic  Germanics. 

Prsemittitur  C.  G.  Buderi  Bibliotheca  Scnptoru-  - - - _ • - 

Struvius.  Notitia  rei  Utterari*.  Cura  Fischen  - Francofurti  et  Lipsi*,  1754, 

Enistolse  Sugerii  Abbatis  S.  Dionysii  ad  Eugemum  III.  Papam,  ltegem  Ludoyicum  VII.,  etc. ; folio 
' H?storie  af  Denmark.  Ved  P.  F.  Sulim.  Kiobenhayn,  1782.  1828 ; 14  vols.  4to. 

F T.  Lulzer.  Altes  und  Neues  oder  Litteransche  Reise  durch  Siebengurgen,  den  Temeswa  e 
Barr'at,  Ungaro,  Oesterreich,  Bayern,  Schwaben,  Schweitz  und  Elsass,  etc.  1782  ; 8vo. 

Vitas  Sanctorum.  L.  Surius.  Col.  agr.  1617,  1618  ; 4 vols- folio. 

Sylburgius  Catalogus  Codicum  MSS.,  olim  m Bibliotheca  Palatina  nunc  Vaticana  asservatorum 

^'/Ten^Sy I vn °P i ccolomini  Senensis,  qui  post  adeptum  Pontificatum  Pius  ejus  nominis  secundus 
appellatus  est,  opera  qu*  extant,  omnia  Basile*  ; folio-  . 

Notitia  Monastica.  Th.  Tanner.  Londmi,  1744;  folio.  (3  copies.  . 

Bibliotheca  Britannico  Hibernica.  T.  Tanner.  Londim,  1748  ; folio,  (2  copies.) 

Notitia  Monastica.  Th.  Tanner;  reprinted  with  many  additions,  by  I.  Nasmith.  Cambridge, 

^Catafogus  Auctorum  qui  Librorum  Catalogos,  Indices,  Bibliothecas,  etc.  Scriptis  consignavuat. 

A.  Teisserius.  Genevas,  1686  ; 2 vols.  4to. 

Pallographia  Espanola,  que  contiene  todos  los  modos  conocidos,  que  ha  habida  de  escnbir  en 
Espans,  etc.  Madrid,  1758;  4to.  Estevan  Terre™  y Pando.  , t.  . 

Teschenmacher,  Annales  Clivise,  Julite,  Mo.itinam,  Marc*,  etc.  Francofurti  et  Lip™  l7at ; folio. 
Theatrum  Pacis,  h e.  Tractat.  atque  Instrumentorum  ab  Anno  1647  ad  1685,  Collectio,  Partes  II. 

^ °E^st  oteTe  t*  Vha'l^i om as  Archiepiscopi  Cantuariensis,  nec  non  Epistolffi  Alexandri  III.  Pontificis, 
Gallias  Regis  Ludovici  VII. ; Anglias  Regis  Henrici  II.,  &c.  Opera  et  Studio.  F.  C.  Lupi.  Bruxellis, 

1682 ; 4to.  (2  copies.)  . , 

J.  P.  Thomasinus  Bibliothecae  Patavinas  manuscript*  public*  et  privat*.  1039;  4to. 

J.  P.  Thomasinus  Bibliothecae  Venet*  public*  et  private.  1650;  4 to.  . . _ ... 

J.  P.  Thomasinus.  De  Bibliothecae  et  Musseo,  Laurentn  Pignorn  Patavim.  Canomci  iannsim, 
liber.  Venetiis,  1632  ; 4to ; Amstelodami,  1668.  . 

Thorkelin,  Analecta  quibus  Historia,  Antiquates,  et  Jura  tarn  publicum  quam  privatum.  Kegni 
Norvegi*  illustrantur.  Hafni*,  1778 ; 4to.  ,, 

Diplomatarium  Arna  Magnasanum,  exhibens  Monumenta  Diplomatic,  qu*  collegit  et  Umveisitati 
Havisnensi  Testamento reliquit  Arnas  Magneeus.  Edidit  G.  T.  Thorkelin.  Havim®,  1786 ; 2 \0ls.4t0. 

Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Charters,  Grants,  &c.  constituting  the  Muniments  of  Battle  Abbey. 

T.  Thorpe,  1835;  8vo. 

Catalogus  Bibliothec*  Thottian*.  Havni*,  1795;  8vo.  D 

Recued  de  Guerres  et  de  Traitfe  de  Paix,  de  Trive,  Alliance  d'entre  lea  Rois  de  Fiancee! 
d’Angleterre,  depuis  Phillippe  I.,  Roi  de  Fiance,  jusqu’a  Henri  II.  Par  Jean  du  Tillet.  Pans, 

15The  History  of  England,  as  well  Ecclesiastical  as  Civil.  By  Mr.  de  Rapin  Thoyras;  done  into 
English  by  N.  Tindal.  London,  1726.  1731  ; 15  vols.  8vo  rBm. 

The  Continuation  of  Mr.  Rapin’s  History  of  England.  By  N.  Tindal.  London,  1758,  1759, 

9 J°l Tollii  Epistol*  Itinerari*.  Cura  et  Studio.  H.  C.  Henninii.  Amstel*dami,  1711 ; 4to. 

F.  Torftei  Historia  rerum  Norwegicarum.  Hafini*,  1711  ; 4 v°ls.  folio.  „ 

Abstract  of  the  Charters  and  other  Papers  recorded  in  the  Chartulary  of  Torphichen,  fiom  1581 
to  1506.  Edinburgh,  1830;  4to.  . , _ . . , „ . . 

Paleographia  que  para  Inteligencia  de  los  Manuscritos  Antiguos  de  este  Pnncipado  Lscrivio  Don 
Joaquin Tos.  Barcelona;  4to.  . . , . 

Transactions  of  the  Society  of  the  Antiquaries  of  Scotland.  Vol.  l ; Edinburgh,  1 792 ; 4to. 
Polygraphi*,  Libri  VI.  Trithemii,  Abbatis  Peopolitani  quondam  Spanheimensis,  ad  Maximilia- 
mum  Cffisarem.  Clavis  Polygraph*.  J.  Trithemii;  4to. 

J.  Trithemii  Annales  Hirsangienses.  S.  Galli,  1690;  2 vols.folio.  ' ' 

Arte  di  Conoscere  l’Eta  de  Codici  Latini  e Italiani.  G.  G.  Trombelh.  Bologna,  1756  ; 4to- 
Forschungen  auf  dem  Gebiete  der  Geschichte.  K.  Turk,  Rostock  und  Schwerin.  1829.1030. 

4 hefte ; in  2 vols.  8vo.  . . 

De  usu  Chart*  papyrace*  in  Europa,  per  Medium  iEvum  usu  ej usque  termino  pnemissa  lllustratione 
duorum  fragmentorum  in  papyro  Scriptorum  commentatur.  T.  C.  Tychsen,  1818;  4to. 

Urkunden  Sammlungzur  Geschichte  des  Ursprungs  der  Stadte  und  der  Emfuhrung  und  Veib 
ung  Deutscher  Kolomsten  und  Rechte  in  Schlerien  und  der  Ober  Lansitz.  G.  A.  Tzschoppe  unu 
G.  A.  Stenzeo.  Hamburg,  1 832  ; 4to.  . . . 

Bibliotheca  Uffenbacliiana  Mssta,  seu  Catalogus  et  Recensio  Msstorum  qui  m Bibliotnec  . 
Z.  C.  ab  Uffenbach  Trajecti  ad  Mcenum  Adservantur.  Hal*,  1720;  folio. 

Catologus  Manuscriptorum  Codicum  Bibliothec*  Affenbachian*.  Francofurti,  1747 ; 8V0- 
Uffenbach.  Merkwiirdige  Reisen  durch  Neidersachsen  Holland  und  Engelland.  Ulm  una 
mingen,  1753,  1754;  3 vols.  8vo.  . ..  1 re 

Ughellus  Italia  Sacra,  sive  de  Episcopis  Itali*,  et  Insularum  adjacentium,  rebusque  ab  ns  pr®wa 
gestis  deducta  serie  ad  nostrum  *tatem.  . w TT  . .tr 

A Bibliographical  Account  of  the  principal  Works  relating  to  English  Topography.  • 1 
London,  1818  ; 3 vols.  4to. 

Urstisius  Germanise  Historici  Illustres.  Francofurti,  1585 » 2 v°^s-  f°k°- 
Dictionnaire  Raisonno  de  Diplomatique.  Dom  de  Vames.  Paris,  1774*  2 v0‘s'  ®v0, 

Augustus  Varenius.  Historia  Bibliothec*  Noribergensis. 

Verzeichniss  all er  Bucher  der  Lesegesellschaft  in  Luzern.  Luzern,  1821;  8vo. 

Verzeichniss  aller  auf  der  Stadt  Bibliothek  in  Bern  vorhandenen  Werke.  Bern,  lbn  ; 

8vo.  Supplement  1825 ; Zweite’s  Supplement,  1832.  . , r.Q„t=nheii 

Geschichte  Preussens,  von  den  alteston  Zeiten  bis  zum  Untergange  der  Herrscatt  des  Deucs 
Ordens.  VonJ.  Vorg.  Konigsberg,  1827.  1834 ; 6 vols.  8vo. 

Voyage  Litteraire  de  deux  Religieux  Benedictins.  Paris,  1717. 1724;  2 vols.  4to.  -qVnie, 

Histoire  d’un  Voyage  Litteraire  fait  en  1733,  en  France,  en  Angleterre  et  en  Hoilanae. 

1736 ; l2mo.  y,'achler 


3 vols. 
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Wachler  Thomas  Rehdiger  unci  seime  Bucher.  Sammlungin  Breslau.  Breslau,  1828;  8vo. 
Annales  Minorum  seu  trium  Ordinum  a S.  Francisco  lnstitutorum.  L.  Waddingus.  Opera  et 
Studio  J.  M.  Fonseca  ab  Ebora.  Romee,  1731.  1745 ; 19  vols.  folio. 

Verhandeling  over  de  Handvesten  en  Voorechtsbriefen  der  Stad  Dordrecht.  P.  H.  Van  de  Wall. 
Dordrecht,  1768;  8vo. 

A.  B.  Waltheri  Silesia  Diplornatica,  Oder  Verzeichnissderer  Gedruchten  Schlesischen  Diplomatum, 
Privilegiorum,  etc.  Breslau,  1741, 1742  ; 2 tomi,  4to, 

Lexicon  Diplomaticum.  Ulmce,  1756 ; folio. 

Bibliotheca  Historica.  C.  G.  Warmhoetz.  Stockholm,  1782  ; Upsala,  1817.  15  Delenin  Gvols.  8vo. 
Flandrische  Staats-und  Rechtsgeschichte  bis  zum  Jahr  1305.  Von  L.  A.  Warnkonig.  Erster 
Band.  Tubingen,  1835;  8vo. 

Noten  zu  einigen  Geschichtschreibern  des  Mittelalters.  Von  A.  C.  Wadekind.  Hamburg,  1821. 
1833;  3 vols.  8vo.  . . , . . 

Catalogus  Librorum  Impressorum  in  Bibliotheca  Ordinis  S.  Johannis  Hierosolymitam  asservantur. 
Ar^entorate  J.  N.  Weislinger.  Argentorate,  1749 ; folio. 

Apparatus  et  Instructors  Archivorum  ex  usu  nostri  Temporis.  T.  Wenckerus.  Argentorato, 
1713; 

Collecta  Archivi  et  Cancellarise  Jura.  J.  Wenckerus.  Argentorati,  1715;  4to. 

Anecdoton  Historiam  Svevrei  Regis  Norvegias  Illustrans,  cum  Versione  Latina,  edidit  E.  C.  Wer- 
lauff.  Havnice,  1815 ; 8vo.  ...  „ 

Symbol®  ad  Geographiam  Medii  iEvi  ex  Monumentis  Islandicis.  E.  E.  Werlauff. 

Historiske  Efterretunger  om  det  Store  Kong'elige  Bibliothek  i Kiobenhavn.  Ved  E.  C.  Werlauff. 
Kiobenhavn,  1825 ; 8vo. 

Monument  over  Vrong  Hans  og  Dronning  Christini  i St.  Kunds  Kirke,  i Odense.  E.  C.  Werlauff. 
Kiobenhavn,  1827 ; 4to. 

Monumenta  inedita  Rerum  Germanicarum  Praecipue  Cimbricarum  et  Megapolensmm.  E.  Codicibus 
erui  studuit,  &c.  E.  J.  de  Westphalen.  Lipsice,  1739.  1745 ; 4 tomi  folio. 

Archiv  fur  Geschichte  und  Alterthuns.  Kuude  Westphalens.  Herausgegeben  Von  P.  Wigand. 
Stamm,  1825.  1834;  24  Hefte  in  6 Banden  8vo. 

Wilken.  Geschichte  der  Bildrung  Beranbung  und  Vermchtung  der  alten  Heidelbergischen 
Buchersammlungen  Nebet  enien  meist  Beschreibenden  Verzeichniss  der  im  Jahr  1816.  Von  dem 
Pabst  Pius  VII.,  der  Uni versitat  Heidelberg  Zuruckgegebenen  Handschriften.  Heidelberg,  1817 ; 8vo. 
Geschichte  der  Koniglichen  Bibliothek  zu  Berlin.  Von  F.  Wilken.  _ Berlin,  1828  ; 8vo.  _ 

Wilisch,  Index  Bibliothecas,  quas  divinis  auspicus  et  tam  pii  tam  integri,  tarn  Sapientis  Patrice 
Patris  Munificentia,  in  usum  Gymnasii  Fridericiani  Altenburgi  ansgecit.  Altenburgi,  1721,  1722  ; 8vo. 
Wilisch,  Arcana  Bibliothecas  Annaebergensis,  in  partes  tres  divisa.  Lipsiae,  1730  ; 8vo. 

Hansische  Chronick  aus  beglanbton  Nachrichten  zusammengetragen.  Von  J.  P.  Willebrandt. 

Lubeck,  1743;  folio-  , . „ , _ . o 

Bibliothecae  quam  D.  Williams,  bono  Publico  legavit  Catalogus.  Londini,  1727  ; 8vo. 

- Catalogus  Bibliothecae  Windhagian®.  Viennae,  1733;  4to. 

Wolf.  Echsfeldio  docta,  sive,  Commentatio  de  Scholis  Bibliothecis  et  doctis  Eiclisfeldiaas.  Heili- 

genstadt,  1797 ; 8vo.  

Danica  Literatura  Antiquissima,  vulgo  Gotlnca  dicta  luci  reddita  Opera  O.  Wormmi  cui  accessit 
deprisca  Danorum  Poesi  Dissertatio.  Hafinie,  1636;  4to. 

Bibliotheca  Topographica  Anglicana.  J.  Worrall.  London,  1736  ; i2mo. 

The  Court-Hand  Restored.  By  A,  Wright.  London,  1776;  (4  copies.)  . 

Nova  subsidia  diplornatica  ad  selecta  juris  Ecclesiastici  Germanise  et  Historiarum  capita  eluci- 
denda,  ex  originalibus  documentis  congesta  et  edita,  a S.  A.  Wurdtwein.  Ileidelbergae,  1781. 1792  ; 

^Diplomataria  Moguntina,  etc.  In  lucem  protoxit  S.  A.  Wurdtwein.  Magontiaci,  1788,  1789: 
2 vols.  4to.  . ..  .. 

Epistolas  S.  Bonifacii  Archiepiscopi  Magontium  et  Martyns,  ordine  Chronologico  dispositac  notis 
et  variantibus  illustrato  a S.  A.  Wurdtwein.  Magentiaci,  1 789 ; folio. 

Collectanea  Monumentorum  veterum  Ecclesi®  Graccae  ac  Latinae  quae  hactenus  in  Bibliotheca  Vati- 
canae  delituerunt.  L.  A.  Zacagnius.  Tomus  I.  Romae,  1698 ; 4to. 

Bibliotheca  Pistoriensis  a F.  A.  Zacharia  descripta  Augusta  Taurinorum.  1752 ; 4to. 

F.  A.  Zachariae.  Excursus  Litterarius  per  Italiam.  Venetiis,  1754;  4to.  , 

G.  W.  Zapp.  Literarische  Reisen  durch  einen  Theil  von  Baiern.  Franken,  Schwalen  und  der 

Schweiz  in  den  Jahren,  1780, 1781, 1782.  Augsburg,  1783  ; 8vo.  „ 

Monumenta anecdota  Historiam  Germania  illustrantia.  Edidit  G.  G.  Zapp.  Aug.  Vindel,  1785 ; 4to. 
Zapp.  Reisen  in  einige  ICeoster  Schwabens,  durch  den  Schwarzwald  und  m die  Schweiz.  Erlan- 
gen, 1786 ; 4to. 

Zapp.  Litterarische  Reisen.  Augsburg,  1796 ; 8vo. 

Zeiller.  Itinerarium  Germania  nos  Antiqua.  Strasburg,  1632.  1640 ; 2 vols.  folio. 

Conspectus  Bibliotheca  Universalis  Historico  Literario  Critica  Epistolarum.  S.  J.  Arenhold. 
Hanovera,  1736:  4to.  „ 

Anzeiger  fur  Hunde  des  Deutschen  Mittelalteri.  Herausgegeben  von  H.  von  Aufsess  mone,  etc. 
Miinchen  Carlsruhe,  1832. 1835;  4 jahrgange;  4to.  . .. 

De  la  Bigne  et  alii.  Maxima  Bibliotheca  veterum  Patrum  et  Antiquorum  Scriptorum  Ecclesias- 
ticorum.  Lyons,  1678.  1717  ; 27  vols.  folio.  . „ 

A.  M.  Biscionii  Bibliotheca  Mediceo  Laurentiana,  Catalogus  Florentia.  1757  5 3 vols.  svo. 
Notice  sur  les  Cabinet  des  Chartes  et  Diplomes  de  l’Histoire  de  France,  par  M.  Champollion 
Figeac.  Paris,  1827 ; 8vo.  . . , 

L’Ystoire  de  L.  Normant,  et  la  Chronique  de  Robert  Viscart,  par  Aime,  Home  du  Mont  Cass  n. 
Publices  par  Aime,  Moine  du  Mont  Cassin.  Publices  par  Mr.  Champollion  Figeac.  Pans,  1835?  °vo. 
Cherubinus.  Magnum  Bullarium  Romanum  ab  Leone  Magno  usque  ad  Clementem  A.  Eugctam 


et  Luxemburgi,.  1692.  1758  ; 18  vols.  folio. 

Materialum  zur  Osterreichischen  geschichte  gessimmelt  und  herausgegeben. 

Linz,  1832 ; 4to. 

Conversation  entre  un  Homme  de  Lettres  et  un  ancien  Libraire.  8vo.  . „ . , P 

Depping.  Histoire  du  Commerce  entre  le  Levant  et  l’Europe  depuis  les  Croisades  jusqu  a c 
dation  des  Colonies  en  Amerique.  Pariis,  1830  ; 2 vols.  Svo. 

A short  Account  of  some  Particulars  concerning  Domesday-Book.  175b. 

0.33.  51  3 
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J Eisenhardt  Tractates  Juriclicus  de  Jure  Diplooiatum  Auctus  et  Emendates,  a G'.  S.  Wiesaod. 
Accedit  ejusdem  exercitatio  de  Diplomatics  veterum  Komanotem.  lap™.  1757  ; 4*0.'  . 

Memona  para  servir  de  Indice  dos  Femes  das  terras  do  Remo  de  Portugal  e sens  Dommos.  For 

^rate^'teEntstctaundluraahen  des  oberdeutschen  Stadtebundes  raid  dessen  Bekampfung 
und  Yernichtung  dutch  Friedrich  von  Landstrut.  J.  G.  Fessmaier.  Munclien,  1819  ; gto. 

Essai  sur  le  Systeme  des  divisions  Terntoriales  de  la  Gaule,  depuis  1 age  Romam  jusqu  b.  la  fin  de 
la  Dynastie  Carlovingienne.  M.  B.  Guerard.  Pans,  1832. 

Mallet.  De  la  ligne  Hanseatique.  Geneve,  1804  ; bvo. 

Jouraafdes^EtatsGenenm^tenu^i  Tours  en  1484  sous  le  Regne  de  Charles  VIII.  redigi  en  Latin 
»ar  Jehan  Mapelin.  Public  et  traduit  par  A.  Birmer.  Pans,  1835  ; 4to. 

1 Sir  James  Melvil’s  Memoires.  Published  from  the  original  MSS.  by  G.  Scott.  1C83 ; folio. 

Rovaume  des  Pays  Bas.  Messager  des  Sciences  et  des  Arts  Recueil  public  par  la  Societe  Royale 
des  Beaux  Arts,  et  des  Lettres,  et  par  alle  d’Agriculture  etde  Botan.que  Gand  Gand ; 6 yols  8vo. 
Negociations  relatives  a la  Succession  d’Espagne  sous  Louis  XIV.  M.  Mignet.  Pans,  1835 ; 

3 /Geschichte  der  K.  K.  Hofbibliothek  zu  Wien.  J.F.  von  Mosel.  Wien,  1835;  8«o. 

Peau  des  travaux  Litteraires  Ordonnes  par  sa  Majeste  pour  la  Collection  des  Monumens  de 
l’Histoire  et  du  Droit  Public  de  la  Monarchic  Francaise.  Paris,  1782  ; 8vo. 

Nouvelles  Archives  Historiques  des  Pays  Bas,  publies  par  le  Baron  de  Reiftenberg.  Bruxelles; 

6 Note  sur  un  Exemplaire  des  Lettres  d’lndulgence  du  Pape  Nicolas  IV.  pro  regno  Cypn.  Par  le 
Baron  de  Reiffenberg.  Bruxelles,  1829 ; 4to.  „ „ ,,  t 

Notices  sur  les  Archives  de  la  Ville  de  Louvain,  par  le  Baron  de  ReifFenberg.  Bruxelles,  1830 ; 4to. 
Rolls  of  Parliament.  7 vols.  folio  (several  copies.)  __  . „ „ . 

, Notice  sur  les  Registres  Manuscrits  du  Parlement  de  Pans,  par  M.  A.  H.  Taillandier.  Pans, 

l8jf Tin-Id  Bolingdumensis  de  rebus  Albionicis,  Britannicis  atque  Anglicis.  Commentariorum  libri 
duo.  Londini,  1590;  i2mo. 


New  Boswell-courtA 
15  Jan.  1836.  J 


Charles  Purton  Cooper, 
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TITLES  (so  far  as  can  be  now  made  out)  of  every  Book  stated  in  the  last  Parliamentary  Return, 
1837  (in  a Note  since  expunged),  to  have  been  wanted  for  temporary  purposes,  and  to  have  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a Bookseller  and  Stationer  for  exchange,  or  to  have  been  eventually  sent  to 
the  British  Museum ; and  of  the  Books  removed  from  the  Speaker’s  Gallery. 

Bibliotheca  Imperialis  Petropolitana  Akmos  om-nocunpect  go  no  baro  odpazo  lattat  Unnepa- 
mopekon.  Fuduomeku  8 Cattkmnemepdyprz,  1812.  With  a Lat.,  Fr.  and  Germ,  translation. 

Pashms  (Josephus)  Codicis  MS.  Bibliotheca  Regii  Taurinensis  Athensei  Ammadversiombus  Joseph 
Pasini,  et  aliorum;  2 pts.fol.  Taurini,  1749. 

Catalogus  Biblothec®  Trajectino  Batavm  fol.  Traj  ad  Rheum,  1718. 

Lambecius  (Petrus)  Prodromus  Historce  Literariee  et  Tabula  duplex  Chronografica  Universalis 
Accedunt  praster  Auctoris  iter  Cellense  et  Alex.  Ficheti  Arcanam  Studiorum  Metliodum,  atque 
Ideam  Locorum  Communium.  With  Catalogus  Librorum  MSS.  Bibliothecee  Medic®,  curante 
J.  A.  Fabricio;  fob  Lips.  & Francof.  1710.  _ . 

Catalogus  Librorum  tarn  Impressorum  quam  Manuscnptorum  Bibliothec®  Public®  Umversitatis 
Lugduno  Batav®  ; fol.  Lugd.  Bat,  1716.  . 

Denis  (M.)  Die  Denkurdigkeiten  der  K.  K.  garellischen  offentl.  Bibliothec®  Theresians;  qto. 
Abth.  4to.  Wien,  1950.  e , 

Lucius  (Job.  Jac.)  Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Public®  Mceno.  Francofurtensis ; fol.  Francof.  ad 
Mcen.,  1728. 

Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Public®  Lugduno.  Batav®;  fol.  Lugd.  Bat.  1074.  ( 

Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliothec®  Figurin®  ; 6 tom.  8vo.  Figuri,  1744.  1809. 

Bibliographia  Petropolitana  Oubimz  roloaro  Trud-norpacpureckaro  ropagka  gre  C.  Tl.  Iryprekon 
Umnepamopckoii  Trud  momekn,  4°  Cr.  Tlemporpagt,  1809.  . , 1 . „ „ , 

Essai  sur  un  nouvel  Ordre  Bibliographique  pour  la  Bibliotheque  Imperiale  de  St.  Petersbourg ; 4to. 
St.  Petersb.  1809. 

Catalogus  der  Burger,  Bibliothek  der  Staat  Schaffhausen ; 8vo.  Schattnausen,  1024. 

Laureshdni.  Codex  Laureshamensis  Diplomaticus.  Edidit,  revensuit  et  preefata  est  Academia 
Elect,  Scient- et  Elegant.,  Lit.  Theodora  Palatina ; 3 tom.  410.  Mannh.  1768-70. 

Kremer  (Christoph.  Jacob.)  Gerschichte  des  Hhemischen  Franziens,  bis  843,  herausg.  von  Andrea 
Lamey;  4to.  Mannheim,  1778.  . , 

Catalogus  Biblioth.  Bernensis  Verzeichniss  aller  auf  der  Stadt  Bibliothek  in  Bern  Vorhandene 
Gedruckten  Werke ; 3 tli.  8.  Bern,  1811. 

Bibadeneira  (Petrus)  Catalogus  Scriptorum  Religionis  Societatis  Jesu  ; 8vo.  Antwerp,  1O13. 
Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Public®  Amstel®damensis  ; fol.  Amst.  1796. 

Seemiller  (Seb.)  Bibliothec®  Acadamic®  Ingolstadiensis  Incunabula  Typographica ; 4 fascie,  4 0. 
Ingolst.  1787-92.  [Cum  notis  MSS.]  . oil 

Catalogus  Bibliothec®  Batav®,  Catalogus  van  de  Bocken  der  Nationale  Bibliothek ; 8vo.  In  cier 
Haag,  1800.  .....  o T- 

Ebert  (Frid.  Adolfus)  Bibliothec®  Guelferbytan®  Codicis,  Gr®ci  et  Latini  Classici ; 8vo.  laps. 
1827. 

Catalogus  Manuscriptorum  Codicum  Bibliothec®  Uffenbacliin® ; 8vo.  Francof.  ad  M.  1747-  . 
Lambecius  (Petrus)  Bibliotheca  Acromatica,  comprehendens  recensionem  specialem  omnium 
Codicum.  MSctorum  Bibliothec®  C®sari®  Vindobonensis  olim  a Petro  Lambecio  et  Dame  e 
Nesselio  Congests,  nunp  autum  restitutia  a Jac.  Frid.  Reimaum ; 8vo.  Hannor.  1712.  fl  ' ch 
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gchwezfleisch  (Henr.  Leonard),  Notitia  Bibliothecas  Principalis  Venariensis  Accedunt  Claudii  Appendix  (C-) 
Salmasii  in  Chronicum  Hieronymi  Latinum  var.  lectt.  et  eraenda. ; 4to.  Jen®,  1715. 

A^demia  Boica  Monumenta  Boica  Edidit  Academia  Scientiarum  Boica;  vol.  1.  XXVIII.  4to,  no.o. 

Unnach  1763.  1820.  Struvius  (Bure.  Gotti.)  Introductio  in  Notitiam  Rei  Litterarias,  aucta  et  Books  exchanged, 
£,“b  Cura  J.  C.  Fischeri ; 8,o.  Francof.  & Lips.  1754.  auu  r.a.cut.l  from 

Eno-el  (Samuel),  Bibliotheca  Selectissima ; 8vo.  Bern,  1743. 

Tohius  (Jacobus),  Epistolas  Itineraria:.  Cum  notis  Henrici  Christ.  Hennini  ; 4to.  Amst.  17H'- 
Boscha  (Petrus  Paulus),  De  Origine  et  Statu  Bibliothecas  Ambrosiame  Hernidicus ; 4to.  Mediol, 

^Bibliotheca  Hohendorfiana ; 8vo.  La  Haye,  1720. 

Sulzer  (T.  J.),  Altes  und  Neues  oder  litteralische  Reise  durch  Siebenbiirgen  den  Temeswarer 
Banat,  Ungarn  Oesterreich  Bayern  Schwaben  Schweiz  und  Elsass  in  drei  Sendschreiben,  an  Theodor 
Lange  5 8vo.  1782,  . 

Grimm  (Wilhelm  Carl),  Ueber  Deutsche  Rimen ; 8vo.  Gotting.  1831. 

Bacmeister  (Jean),  Essai  sur  la  Bibliotheque  et  le  Cabinet  de  Curiosites  et  d’Histoire  de  St. 

Petersbourg;  8vo.  1776-  ...  . 

Academia  Litteraria.  Bavaria.  Abhandlungen  der  der  Ohurfiirstlich  Caierischen  Akademie  der 
Wissenschaften,  10  Bd.;  4to.  Miinchen,  1763-76. 

Ditto  -----  Neue  Historiche  Abhandlungen 
der  Baierischen  Academic  der  Wissenchaften.  7 Bd.  die  serst  von. 1779-98  ; in  4to. 

Ditto  -----  2 Bd. ; 8vo.  Miinchen,  1807. 

Voyage.  Histoire  d’un  Voyage  Litteraire,  fait  en  1773  en  France,  en  Angleterre,  et  en  Hollande,  par 
Charles  Etienne  Jordan  ; 8vo.  La  Haye,  1735. 

Leon  (Gottlieb  von),  Beschreibung  der  K.  K.  Hof  Bibliothek  en  Wien  ; 8vo.  Wien,  1820. 

Bibliotheca  Ministerii  Sacri  Scaphusiensis ; 12  mo.  1820. 

Schiada  (Athanasius),  Arcana  Bibliothecas  Synodalis  et  Typographical  Moscuensis  Sacra  ; 8vo. 

Lips.  1724. 

Bibliotheca  Taldensis.  Nachrichten  von  der  Bibliothek  in  Fulda ; 8vo..  Leipzig,  1812. 

Bibliotheca  Bernensis  Supplement  zum  Catalog  der  Staat  Bibliothek  in  Bern,  enthaltend  dieje- 
nigen  Bucher  die  seit  1811,  bis  1825  auf  die  Bibliothek  gekommen  sind  ; 8vo.  Bern,  1825. 

Library.  The  Ancient  and  Modern  Library,  Vol.  I.  i2mo.  London. 

Fellerus  (L.  Joacli.),  Oratio  de  Bibliotheca  Academias  Lipsiensis  Paulina  ; 410.  Lips.  (167 6). 

Bibliotheca  nova  Tigurinorum  publico-privata ; 4to.  1629. 

Leibnitzius  (Joh.  Jac.),  Bibliothecas  Norimbergensis  Memorabilia  Accedit  C.  Arnoldi  Hydriota- 
phia;4to.  Norimb.,  1674.  . . L 

Schcenemann  (C.  P.  C.),  Bibliothecae  Augusta:  sive  notitiarum  et  Excerptbrum  Codicum  Wofen- 
buttelanorum  Specimen  ; 4to.  Helmstadt,  1829. 

Catalogus  Librorum  quos  complectetur  Bibliotheca  publica,  ad  AEdom.  S.  Laurentu,  Roteradimi ; 

4to.  1814-  ..  . Tr 

Zacharias  (Franciscus  Antonius),  Excursus  Litterarn  per  Italian! ; 4to.  Ven.  1754. 

Haym(N.  F.),  Bibliotheca  Italiani  ; 4to.  Ven.  1741. 

Kohler  (Johani  David),  Anweisung  fur  reisende  Gelehrte;  8vo.  Frankf.  Leipz.  1762. 

Bibliotheca  Principalis  Ecclesias  et  Monasterii  Ord.  S.  Benedicti  ad  S.  Emmeranum  Ratisbonas, 

4 partes;  8vo.  1748* 

Zapf  (Georg.  Wilhelm),  Litterarische  Reisen  ister.  Bd.  durch  einen  Theil  von  Baiern  Schwaben 
und  in  die  Schweiz ; 8vo.  Augsburg,  1796. 

Piccolomini  (AEneas  Syhrus),  Pius  II.  Epistole  in  Cardinalatu  edite ; 4to. 

Ditto  -----  4to.  Nu  mb.  imprensis.  Anth. 

Koberger,  1496. 

Dobrowsky  (J.),  Litterarische  Nachrichten  von  einer  Reise  nach  Schweden  und  Russland  ; 8vo. 

Prag.  1796. 

Spizelius  (Theophil.),  Sacra  Bibliothecarum  illustrium  Arcana  relecta ; 8vo.  Aug.  Vend.  1688.  _ 

Catalogus  Codicum  Mstorum  Grjecorum,  Aribacorum,  Latinorum,  ut  et  Librorum  cum  Mstis 
Collatorum  vel  notis  autographis  Doctt.  Virr.  illustratorum  quos  dum  viveret  colligere  licent  D.  Mar- 
quardo  Gudio ; 8vo.  Kilon,  1709.  . . 

Fellerus  (L.  Joacli.),  Catalogus  Codicum  Msstorum  Bibliothecas  Paulina:  in  Academia:  Lipsiensi ;■ 
i2mo.  Lips.  1686. 

Zapf  (Georg.  Wilhelm),  Reisen  in  einige  Klister  Schwabens  ; 4to. 

Reiserus  (Antonius),  Index  Manuscriptorum  Bibliothecas  Augustan; 

Tomasinus  (Jac.  Phil.),  Bibliotheca:  Patavinas;  4to.  Utini,  1639.  _ 

Bibliotheca  Rinckiana  seu  supellex  librorum  quos  collegit  Euchariu 
tiono  Adami  Frederici  Glafey ; 8vo.  Lips.  1747.  . . . . . 

Braun  (Placidus),  Notitia  historico  literaria  de  Codicibus  Manuscriptis  in  Bibliotheca  Liben  ac 
. Imperialis  Monasterii  Ordinis  S.  Benedicti  ad  S.  S.  Udalricum  et  Afiam  Augusta:  extantibus;  2 vols. 

4to.  Aug.  Vind.  1791-2.  . 

Eckhardus  (Tobias),  Codices  Manuscript!  Quedlinbergensis ; 4to.  Quedl.  1723. 

Bibliotheca  Antiqua  Vindobonensis  Civica,  Pars  1.  Cura  Phil.  Jac.  Lambacker.  4to. ; Vienna,  Aus- 
tria:, 1750. 

Catalogus  Historicus  Criticus  Codicum  MSS.  Bibliotheca  Ecclesias  Metropolitans  Colomensis. 

4to.  Colon.  Agripp.  1752.  „ , , 

Murr.  (Christoph  Theoph.)  De  IMemorabilia  Bibliothecarum  Pubhcarum  Norimbergensium  et 
Universitatis.  Altdorfinas.  3 partes,  8vo.  Norimb.  1786-91.  ... 

Senebier  (Jean),  Catalogue  Raisonne  des  Manuscrits  conserves  dans  la  Bibliotheque  de  la  Ville  et 
Republique  de  Geneve.  8vo. ; Geneve,  1779.  _ i . 

Gotze  (Johann  Christian),  Die  Merckwiirdigkeiten  der  Kon.  Bibliothek  zu  Dresd.  3 Bu.  4to. 

Dresden,  1743.  , T- 

Cyprianus  (Ern.  La!.),  Ca.talogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliotheca  Gotlianas.  tol. ; Bips. 

1714. 

Lannuis  (Jo.),  Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  que  in  Bibliotheca  Riccardia  Florentia:  adservan- 
tur.  fol. ; Liburni,  1756.  ...  „ 

Zacharias  (Franciscus  Antonius),  Bibliotheca  Pistoriensis.  fol.  Aug.  Taur.  1752. 

Nessel  (Daniel),  de  Catalogus  Manuscriptorum  Grrecorum  et  Orientalium  Bibliotheca:  Ga:sar£e 
Vindobonensis;  VI.  partes, fol.  Vindob.  et  Norimb.  1690. 
o.qo  1 413  Catalogus. 


Erlangen,  1786. 
e;  4to.  1675. 


s Gottlieb  Rinck,  cum  prcefa- 
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Catalogus.  Catalogus  Librorum  tam  impressorum  quam  Manuscriptorum  Bibliotheca  Public® 
Universitatis  Lugduno.  Batava,  fol.  Lugd.  Bat,  1716. 

Bibliotheca  Uffenbachiana  MS.  Sta  seu  Catalogus  et  Reeencis  MStorum  Codicum  qui  in  Biblio- 
theca Zachari®  Conradi  ab  UfFenbach  adservantur ; fol.  Hal.  Herat.  1720. 

Kollarius  (Ad.  Franc.),  Analecta  Monumentorum  omnis  am  Vmdobonensia.  2 lom.  fol.  Vindob. 

^Lambecius  (Petrus,)  Commentariorum  de  Bibliotheca  Caesar®  Vindobonensi  Libri,  8 Editio,  altera, 
opera  et  studio  Adami  Franc.  Kollarii ; fol.  Vindob.,  1766-8.  . , . . . . 

Denis  (Michael),  Codicis  Manuscripti  Theologici  Bibliotheca;  Palatm®  VmdoDonensi  Latim  alia- 
rumque  Occidentis  Linguarum;  6 partes,  fol.  Vindob.,  1793.  1802. 

Bisciomus  (Ant.  Maria).  Bibliotheca  Medico  Lauren tianee  Catalogus  ; 2 tom.  fol.  Flor.  1752. 
Bandini  (Aug.  Mar.)  Catalogus  Codicum  Latinorum  Bibliotheca;  Medicen  Laurentian®  ; 5 tom. 

^Hocker  (J  oh  arm  Ludwig).  Hailsbronnischer  Antiquitatem.  Schatz  ; fol.  Oonolzback,  1731. 

Hocker  (Johann  Ludwig).  Bibliotheca  Heilsbronnensis,  sive  Catalogus  Librorum  qui  in  Monas- 
terii  Heilbronnensis  Bibliotheca  asservantur ; fol.  Noriberg®,  1731. 

Schoepflimes  (Jo.  Dan.)  Alsatia  Diplomatica  ; 2 partes,  fol.  Mannhem,  1772-5. 

Aretin  (Johann  Christoph.  Freyhernn  von).  Beytrage’zur  Geschichte  und  Lueratur  oorziiglich  aus 
den  Schatzen  der  Kon  Bibliothek  zu  Miinchen  in  monatlichen  Heften  oor.  Juh  1803,  bis  mit  Decern. 
beri8o7  ; 8vo.  Miinchen,  1807.  . , _ 

Aretin  (Jo.  Christoph.)  Baro  de.  Catalogus  Codicum  Manuscriptorum  Bibliotheca;  Regi® 
Bavari® ; tom.  4,  4to.  Monach,  1806—12.  . . 

Academia  Litteraria  Bavarica  Historische  Abhandlimgen,  der  Kon.  Baierischen  Academie,  der 
Wissenchaften  ; 3 Bd.  410.  1807-23.  Miinchen,  1807-23. 

Pays-Bas.  Memoires  pour  servir  a l’Histoire  Litteraire  des  Dix-sept  Provinces  des  1 ays-Bas,  dela 
Principaute  de  Liege,  &c.  [Par  Jean  Noel  Paquot.]  18  tom.  8vo.  Lovain,  1763-70. 

Erichsen  (John).  Udsigt  over  den  gamle  Manuscript  Samling  in  det  store  Rougelige  Bibliothek; 
8vo.  Kiobenh.,  1786.  , • , . , „ . , , 

Ranner  (Gottfried  Christoph.)  Kuzgefasste  Beschreibung  der  Nurnbergischen  Stadt  Bibliothek  ; 

VCatalogus^Kbliothecse  Islandica  Catalog  over  Islands  Stifts  Bibliothek ; 8vo.  Kiobenh.,  1828. 
Wachler  (J.  W.)  Thomas  Rehdiger  und  seine  Biichersammberg  in  Breslau,  mit  einen  vouvorte 
von  Ludwig  Wachler ; 8vo.  Breslau,  1828.  _ 

Bailly  (J.  L.  A.)  Historiques  sur  les  Biblioth&ques,  Anciennes  et  Moderne ; 8vo.  Bar.,  1828. 
Beschreibung  von  mehr  als  1,100  theile  noch  ungedruckten  handschriften  vom  8,  bis  18,  jahrliun- 
dert  auf  pergament  in  der  Offentlichen  Bibliothek  zu  Bamberg,  von  H.  J.  Jaeck ; 8vo.  Numb., 
1831.  And  Historia  Pravvodawster  Slowiariskich,  praez  W.  A.  Maceiowskiegs ; 2 tom.  8vo.  War- 

ZaKatalog  und  Nachrichten  von  der  Landschriften  Bestanden  Bibliothek  in  Fulda ; 8vo.  Leip- 

A Collection  of  Imperial  Edicts,  preserved  in  the  College  for  Foreign  Affairs;  sh.  1-4,  fol. 
Mosc.  1813-28.  „ . ^ , . , . _ 

Catalogue  des  Livres  imprimez  de  la  Bibliotheque  du  R01.  Theologie ; 3 tom.  fol.  Par.  1739-42. 

Belles  Lettres;  2 tom.  fol.  Par.  1750.  Jurisprudence;  tom  1,  fol.  Par.  1753. 

Acta  (Historica)  Academic  Theodoro  Pal  a tin®  ; 7 tom.  4to.  March,  1776-94. 

Abhandlungen  der  Hirst.  Classe  der  Koniglische  Bayerischen  Akademie  der  Wissenchaften; 

, band.  1,  theil  2 ; 410.  Nurn.  1833.  _ . 0 

Denkmale  des  Mittelalton,  von  F.  H.  Von  der  Hagen,  1st  Heft ; 8vo.  Berl.  1824. 

Marquardres  (S.)  De  jure  Mercatorum  et  Commerciorum  ; fol.  Francof.  1662. 

Codex  Juris  Gentium  Diplomaticus  ; ex  recensione,  G.  G.  L. ; fol.  Guelferb,  i_747- 
Zaph  (G.  W.)  Reisen  in  einige  Kloster  Schwabens  duren  den  Scharzwald  und  in  die  et  bchwez 
in  jahr,  1781;  4to.  Erlang.,  1786. 

Ebert  (F.  A.)  Zur  Handschriftenkunde ; band  1,  8vo.  1825.  . 

Steinbrenner  (W.  L.)  Bemerkungen  auf  einer  reise  durch  einige  Teutsche,  Schweizer  und 
Franzosische  Provinzer ; 3 theil,  8vo.  Gott.  1791-2.  ... 

De  Murr  (C.  T.)  Memorabilia  Bibliothecarum  Publicarum,  Norimbergensium  et  Universitatis 
Altdorfin®;  3 partes,  8vo.  Nor.  1786-91.  , , 

Von  der  Hagen  (F;  H.)  Briefe  in  die  Heimat  aus  Deutschland  der  Schweiz  und  Italien;  4 band, 
8vo.  Breslau,  i8i8-2i.  , , 

Irmischer  (J.  C.)  Diplomatische  Beschreibung  der  Manuscripte  in  der  Bibliothek  zu  Erlangen, 
' nebst  der  geschichte  dieser  bibliothek  ; band  1,  8vo.  Erlang.,  1829.  . 

Wilken  (F.)  Gerschichte  der  Bildung,  Beranbung  und  Vernichtung,  der  alten  Heedelbergischen, 
Berchersammlungen ; 8vo.  Heidelb.  1817.  _ _ • 

Historische  efterretninger  omdet  store  Kongelige  Bibliothek  i Kiobenhavn.  Bed  F.  O.  Weslauit. 
8vo.  Kiob.  1 $25.  . 

Catalogue  der  MSS.  de  la  Bibliotheque  de  Cambrai.  Par  A.  Le  Glay.  8vo.  Cam.  1831, 
Duellen  und  fortschungen  zur  Geschichte  der  Teutschen  Literatur.  Von  F.  J.  Mone.  hvo. 
Aacher,  1830.  . , 

Udsigt  over  den  gamle  Manuscript  Samling  i det  Store  Kongelige  Bibliothek.,  Bed  John  Inch  sen. 
8vo.  Kiob.  1786. 

Petri  Abbatis  Cellensis  Epistol®.  Item  Alexandri  III.  Pap®  Epistol®.  8vo.  Lut.  Par.  1013. 


Some  Account  of  the  Alien  Priories,  and  of  such  Lands  as  they  are  known  to  have  possessed  in 
England  and  Wales.  London,  1779 ; 2 vols.  8vo.  . 

An  Account  of  all  the  Manors,  Messuages,  Lands,  Tenements  and  Hereditaments  in  the  dinerent 
Counties  of  England  and  Wales.  London,  1787 ; folio. 

The  Origin  and  Progress  of  Writing.  T.  Astle.  London,  1803  ; 4to.  . . 

Calendars  of  the  Ancient  Charters,  &c.,  and  of  the  Welsh  and  Scottish  Rolls,  now  remaining  in 
the  Tower  of  London.  Ayloffe.  London,  1772  ; 4to.  . . 

A Catalogue  of  the  Manuscripts  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  hitherto  undescribed,  consisting 
of  5,000  vols.  S.  Ayscough,  London,  1782  ; 2 vols.  4to. 

* s Scriptores 
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Scriptores  illustres  Majoris  Britannise.  J.  Balmus.  Basileae;  4to. 

An  Historical  Treatise  of  Cities  and  Burghs  or  Boroughs.  Rob.  Brady.  London,  1 704 ; folio. 
Catalogi  Librorum  MSS.  Anglice  et  Hibernia  in  unum  Collecti,  cum  Indice  Alphabetico.  Oxonia, 
1679;  folio. 

An  exact  Abridgment  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London.  Collected  by  Sir  Rob.  Cotton. 
Revised,  &c.  by  W.  Prynne.  London,  1657  ; 4to. 

Nouveau  Traite  de  Diplomatique,  par  deux  Religieux  Benedictins  de  la  Congregation  de  S.  Maur. 
Paris,  1750.  1765;  6vols-  4to. 

A perfect  Copy  of  all  the  Summonses  of  the  Nobility  to  the  Great  Councils  and  Parliaments  of 
this  Realm,  from  the  49th  of  King  Henry  III.  until  these  present  times.  W.  Dugdale.  London, 
1685;  folio. 

An  Index  to  the  Records,  with  Directions  to  the  several  places  where  they  are  to  be  found,  &c. 
London.  8vo. 

Index  Villans.  London,  1700 ; folio. 

Index  to  Records,  called  the  Originalia  and  Memoranda,  on  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s 
side  of  the  Exchequer.  E,  Jones.  London,  1793.  1795;  2 vols.  folio. 

The  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Exchequer.  Madox.  London,  1711  ; folio. 

The  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  Libraries.  W.  Nicolson.  London,  1736  ; folio. 

T.  Pitseus.  De  Rebus  Anglicis.  Parisiis,  1619;  410. 

Direction  for  Search  of  Records  remaining  in  the  Chancerie  Toweri,  Exchequer.  T.  Powell. 
London,  1622 ; 4to. 

The  Kepertorie  of  Records  remaining  in  the  Four  Treasuries  on  the  Receipt  Side  at  Westminster. 
The  Two  Remembrancers  of  the  Exchequer.  London,  1631 ; 4to. 

The  Report  of  the  Lords’  Committees,  appointed  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  view  and  consider  the 
Public  Records,  etc.  London,  1719  ; 8vo. 

Index  of  Scottish  Records.  W.  Robertson.  Edinburgh,  1798  ; 4to. 

Placita  Parliamentaria  una  cum  Indiciis  Forensibus,  etc.  G.  Ryley.  Londin,  1661  ; folio. 
Bibliotheca  Britannico-Hibernica'.  F.  Tanner.  Londini,  1748  ; folio. 

The  Court  Hand  Restored.  By  A.  Wright.  London,  1776  ; 4to. 

Rolls  of  Parliament.  6 vols.  folio. 

Magna  Charta,  with  Statutes.  8vo.  Tottell,  1576 ; a vols. 

- Ditto  - 1587;  2 vols. 

- - - - Ditto  - 8vo.  Wright,  1602. 

- Ditto  - 8vo.  Stationers’  Company,  1602. 

- Ditto  - ...  - 1608. 

- Ditto  -----  1618;  2 vols. 

Rastall’s  Alphab.  Collection  of  the  Statutes.  Folio.  Barker,  1579. 

Statutes.  Folio.  Barker,  1588. 

- Ditto  - f 1591. 

- Ditto  - Wight,  1598. 

- Ditto  - - 1603. 

- Ditto  - Stationers’  Company,  1615. 

Pulton’s  Kalendar  of  the  Statutes.  Folio.  Stationers’ Company,  1608. 

- Ditto  - Folio.  1612. 

- Ditto  - Folio.  1617. 

Pulton’s  Collection  of  Statutes.  Folio.  Stationers’  Company,  1618. 

- I)itto  - - - Folio.  1622. 

- Ditto  - Folio.  1640. 

Keble’s  Statutes  at  Large.  Folio.  1676. 

- Ditto  ...  1681. 

Statutes  at  Large  to  4th  of  Q.  Anne.  3 vols.  folio ; 1706. 

Cary’s  Abridgment  of  the  Statutes.  3 vols.;  1739. 

- Ditto  - 1762;  2 vols.  folio. 

Cary’s  Statutes  at  Large  to  14  Geo.  II.  7 vols.  folio  ; 1758. 

- Ditto  1 vol.  folio  ; 1758. 

Hawkins’s  Statutes  at  Large.  6 vols.  folio  ; 1735- 

- Ditto  - - 6 vols.  folio ; 1738. 

Cary’s  Statutes  at  Large.  8 vols.  folio;  1776. 

- Ditto  - 8 vols.  folio  ; 1776. 

Statutes  at  Large  to. 29  Eliz.  Folio.  Barker,  1587. 

Acts  of  Parliament,  1 t0'7  James  I.  3 vols.  folio. 

Manby’s  Collection  of  the  Statutes  in  the  Reigns  of  Charles  I.  & II.  Folio;  1067. 

Acts  13  & 14  Charles  II.  Folio. 

- 13  Charles  II.  1 William  & Mary.  Folio. 

- 29  Charles  II.  - - - - Folio. 

x James  II. 

- 1 & 7 William  III.  Folio. 

1 to  7 William  & Mary.  5 vols.  folio. 

- 13  William  III.  i°Anno.  Folio. 

- 9 to  12  Anne.  Folio. 

Scotch  Acts,  1 Charles  II.  Folio;  1661. 

Rastall’s  Statutes. ' Folio;  1621. 

Button's  Statutes.  Folio;  1661. 


The  Secretary  has,  at  different  times,  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  presented. a considerable 
number  of  books  to  the  Library  of  the  British  Museum : and  on  some  occasions  of  presentations  by 
the  Commissioners,  and  by  himself,  the  letters  of  thanks  have  been  wrongly  addressed,  namely,  to 
the  Secretary,  instead  of  the  Commissioners,  and  vice  versa.  It  is  probable,  therefor  e,  that  a Return, 
if  obtained  from  the  Museum,  will  not  in  every  item  accord  with  this  Return. 

0.33.  5 14 
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mmissioners,  in  executing  the  Orders  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public 
between  March  1829  and  March  1830. 


DUTY  performed  and 


Suitable 

Recompense. 


NAMES. 


March  1829  to  March  1830  (on  account) 


- - Collecting  materials  for  a History 
of  Britain  from  the  earliest  time  to 
the  Accession  of  King  Henry  8, 
and  correcting  press,  &c. 


- - Tower,  and 
elsewhere. 


Mr.  Petrie,  Rev. 
J.  Sharpe. 


25  March  1830;  salary  due  this 
day  - - ■ ' 

Chronological  Abstract,  35  sheets, 
at  3 Z.  - . - 

Editorship  and  collation  of  text,  as 
allowed  on  the  former  portions, 
29  sheets,  at  2 guineas  - 
Alphabetical  Digest,  315  sheets,  at 
3 guineas  - - - 

Paid  Mr.  Henry  Cole,  writing  clerk, 
1 year’s  salary  - 
Paid  Mr.  William  Matchwick, 
writing  clerk,  3 quarters  and  a 
half’s  salary  - 
Paid  for  stationery,  &c. 

Imprest  to  answer  expenses  of  the 
current  year,  and  on  account  of 


- - Collecting  materials  for  the  new 
edition  of  the  Parliament  Rolls, 
and  other  services  connected  there- 1 


- - Tower,  and 
elsewhere. 


March  1829  to  March  1830 


- - Compiling  Supplement  and  Con- 
tinuation to  Rymer’s  Feeders,  new 
edition,  and  correcting  it  for  press. 

- - Preparing  and  revising  for  press 
Eccl.  Valor,  26  Hen.  8,  and  supple- 
mentary articles  thereot)and  revising 
Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  vol.  v. 

- - Compiling  Supplement  and  Con- 
tinuation to  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  new 
editions,  and  correcting  proof  sheets. 
As  secretary  - 


- - Tower,  and 
elsewhere. 


Mr.  Holbrooke 


- First  Fruits 
Office  & Rolls! 
Chapel. 


Same  time 


- - Attending  boards  and  carrying 
out  summonses. 

- - Statutes  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Parliaments  of  Scotland,  and  dis- 
bursements incident  thereto. 


Richard  Bull 


Scotland, 
Mr.  Thomson 


1 April  1829  to  1 April  1830  (on  account) 


. General  Re- 
iter House. 


Payne  & Foss  58  7 
Longman  8s  Co.  1 19 
Buttefworth  - 9 12 


Balance  due  on  account  of  surplus  copies  of  Record  Books  sold  by  order  of, 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  1 


aid  Mr.  Palgrave  in  last  account,  on  calculation  of  274  sheets  at  2 guineas,  3 Z. ; the 
being  575  Z.  8 s.  instead  of  578  Z.  8 s.,  which  latter  was  the  sum  paid  to  him 


proper 


£. 

6,112  10  - 

d. 

4* 

6 

10  J 

— 

72  18  10} 

£. 

6,039  11  1} 
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PRINTED  for  His  Majesty’s  Service,  by  order  of  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  Measures  recommended  by  the  House  of  Commons,  respecting  the  Records  of  the  King- 
dom ; — by  His  Majesty’s  Printers. 


Begun  "I  The  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Writs  of  Military  Sum- 
Sep.1827,  l mons,  together  with  the  Records  and  Muniments 
Finished  ( relating  to  the  Suit  and  Service  due  and  performed  ] 

Mar.  1830.J  to  the  King’s  High  Court  of  Parliament  and  the 
Councils  of  the  Realm,  as  affording  evidence  of 
attendance  given  at  Parliaments  and  Councils  ; vol.  1 
2,  division  l,  containing  Chronological  Abstract 
and  Calendar;  189  sheets,  folio,  No.  750,  with 
strong  ink  and  extra  manner ; at  5 1.  185. 

Innumerable  alterations  and  corrections  throughout 
the  volume,  and  much  deleted  matter  - 
Used  for  this  volume  286  reams  of  fine  wove  demy 
paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises ; at  30  s. 

Working  in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title-page 
Binding  250  copies  of  this  volume  in  basil,  broad 
bands,  fillet  ted  and  double  lettered ; at  9 s.  4 d.  - 
Tying  up  the  750  copies  in  brown  paper,  and  porter- 
age ; at  3 d. 

The  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Writs  of  Military  Sum- 
mons, &c. ; vol.  2,  division  2 ; 268  sheets,  folio,  in- 
cluding (1 J sheet)  cancels,  No.  750,  with  strong  ink 
and  extra  manner;  at  4Z.  4s.  • 1 1,125  12  - | 


Innumerable  alterations  and  corrections  throughout  | 
the  volume,  and  much  deleted  matter  - - - 

Used  for  this  volume  405  reams  of  fine  wove  demy 
paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises ; at  30s. 

Working  in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title-page 
Binding  250  copies  of  this  volume  in  basil,  broad  bands, 
filletted  and  double  lettered ; at  9 s.  10  d. 

Tying  up  the  750  copies  in  brown  paper,  and  porter- 
age ; at  3d. 

Forms  of  Calendar  of  Wx-its  and  Returns ; four  half 
sheets,  No.  350,  rulework,  with  very  many  correc- 
tions ; at  3 l.  1 s. 

Another  Form  of  Calendar  of  Returns  by  Indenture, 
No.  25,  with  corrections  - 
List  of  persons  summoned  to  Parliament  in  the  differ- 
ent years  of  the  Reign  of  King  Edward  the  Second ; 
3!  sheets,  No.  15,  with  corrections  ; at  4 1.  10*.  Qd. 
A List  of  the  Knights  and  Soldiers  at  the  Battle  of 
Boroughbridge,  1 5 Edward  the  Second ; two  sheets, 
4to,  No.  8,  with  corrections  ; at  2 1.  o s.  6 d. 

Report  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  progress  of  the 
Parliamentary  Writs,  date  March  1,  1828;  one 
sheet,  No.  50,  with  numerous  alterations 
Report  made  to  the  Secretary,  March  1,  1829 ; one 
sheet,  No.  30  - --  --  -- 


607  10 
6 15  - 


15  16  9 


1 19  6 


Report  made  to  the  Secretary,  March  1,  1830;  one 
sheet,  No.  25,  with  corrections  - 
Statement  addressed  to  the  Right  Honourable  The 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Editor 
of  the  Parliamentary  Writs ; two  sheets,  No.  200, 
rulework,  with  many  alterations ; at  6 1.  8 s.  6 d.  - 
Used  for  the  above  Reports  and  Statement,  2 J reams 
of  fine  wove  demy ; at  30  s.  - 
Various  F orms  for  making  Entries,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  compilation  of  the  Alphabetical  Digest,  65 £ 
sheets;  viz.  half  sheet,  No.  200,  200,  200,  150, 100 
and  100  -------- 

One  sheet,  No.  250;  one  sheet,  No.  150;  one 
sheet,  No.  125 ; 28  sheets,  No.  100 ; 34  sheets, 

No.  25;  in  all  65  sheets;  at  19s.  6 d.  - - | 63  7 6 

5 k 
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Appendix  (C.) 
No.  7. 

Returns  of  ac- 
counts for  1830. 


Numerous  alterations  in  the  above  Forms  of  Entries  ■ 


Used  for  the  above  Forms,  10  reams  fine  yellow  wove 
foolscap  - 

Besrun  1 Fcedera,  Conventiones,  Litteraj,  et  cujuscunque  Gene- 
Nov  1825, 1 ris  Acta  Publica,  inter  Reges  Anglia:  et  alios  quosvis 
Finished  I Imperatores,  Reges,  Pontifices,  Prmcipes  vel  Com- 
Mar.  1830.J  munitates,  ab  Ingressu  Gulielmi  I.  m Angliam,  a.  d. 

1066,  ad  nostra  usque  Tempora  habita  et  tractata; 
vol.  3,  pars  2 ; 145  sheets,  folio,  small  letter,  worked 
with  the  finest  ink  and  extra  manner,  No.  500  ; at 

5 1-  

Extra  for  table  work  in  the  Chronological  List,  eight 
sheets;  at  2 l.  12  s.  - 

Many  alterations  and  corrections  in  the  proofs  and 
revises,  deleted  matter,  and  fair  proofs  from  time  to 
time  to  show  the  progress  of  the  work  - 
Used  for  this  volume,  and  for  proofs  and  revises,  147 
reams  of  fine  thick  wove  demy  paper,  including  in-  I 
terest  and  insurance  ; at  51  s.  6 d. 

Working  in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title-page 
Binding  250  copies  in  basil,  broad  bands,  filletted  and 
triple  lettered ; at  9 s.  4 d.  - 
Tying  up  the  copies  in  brown  paper ; at  3 d. 

For  packing-cases,  carriage  and  porterage 
For  various  bindings  of  the  Public  Records  for  special  j 
purposes  - 

Paid  by  order  of  the  Commissioners ; viz. 

April  24. To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compiling  Calendars 

and  Indexes  of  Pleadings  - 

Interest  on  ditto  to  April  30,  1830;  12  months  - 

jy[ay  11. To  Thomas  Cadell,  one  year’s  warehouse 

rent,  to  Christmas  1828  - - - £.63  - - 

16. To  John  Bayley,  for  collating  and  tran- 
scribing Records  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  276  17  - 


Interest  on  ditto,  11  months  - 

June  27. To  Charles  Gay,  for  transcribing  Returns  relative  to 

Records  - --  --  --  - 

Interest  on  ditto,  10  months  - 

July  8 To  insurance  of  20,000 1.  on  Record 

Books,  to  Midsummer  1830  - - £.  55  - - 

30. To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compiling 

Calendars  and  Indexes  of  Pleadings  - 90  13  6 

31 To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of  repairing 

and  binding  Public  Records  - - 150  - - 


Interest  on  ditto,  9 months  - 

Aug.  29. — To  John  Bayley,  for  collating  and  transcribing  Records 
for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  ------ 

Interest  on  ditto,  8 months  - 

Oct.  21. — To  J.  Cox  for  transcribing  Records  for  Valor  Ecclesi- 
asticus  - 

Interest  on  ditto,  6 months  - 

Nov.  3. — To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compiling 

Calendars  and  Indexes  of  Pleadings  -£.88  - j 
— 7. — To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of  repairing 

and  binding  Public  Records  - - 150  - - 


10-I 
. 16 


10  6 
15  - 


49  9 4 
85  19  6 


339  ] 
15  3 


5 5 
- 4 


295  13  6 
11  1 9 


241  16 
812I 


Interest  on  ditto,  5 months 
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T J.83°  '4  _To  Francis  Palgrave,  on  account  of  cor- 
recting proof  sheets  of  Parliamentary 
Writs,  vol-  2 - - - 

£.  s. 

d. 

165  18 

- 

___  14  To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  the  se- 
cond volume  of  Chancery  Proceedings 

115  13 

3 

_ 28.— To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compil- 
ing Calendars  and  Indexes  of  Pleadings 

91  12 

6 

To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of  repairing 
and  binding  Public  Records 

150  - 

Interest  on  ditto,  3 months 


<2.  £.  s.  d. 


9 

9 


Appendix  (C.) 
No  7. 

Returns  of  ac- 
counts for  1830. 


pet)>  24 To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  transcrib- 

ing and  collating  Records  for  Rymer’s 
Fcedera 

__  26. To  Frederick  Devon,  for  making  Indexes 

to  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  vol.  3,  part  2 


Interest  on  ditto,  2 months 


213  - - 

1 15  6 


Interest  on  3,272  l.  9 s.  5 d.  (the  money  advanced  in  the  former  Ac- 
count) from  May  31  to  August  12,  1829,  when  the  money  was 
paid ; say  2 months  - --  --  --  - 


27  5 6 


£.  7,941  8 1 


I hereby  certify  that  the  above  works  have  been  performed,  and  the  payments  made  that  are  here 
stated. 


18  June  1830. 


John  Coley,  Sec.  Com.  Pub.  Rec. 


PRINTED  for  His  Majesty’s  Service,  by  order  of  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
Measures  recommended  by  The  House  of  Commons,  respecting  the  Records  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
by  His  Majesty’s  Printers. 


Begun  1 Calendars  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery  in  the  reign 
Nov.  1 827, 1 of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  which  are  prefixed  Examples 
Finished  ( of  earlier  Proceedings  in  that  Court ; namely,  from 
Apr.  1830.  J the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second  to  that  of  Richard 
the  Third  inclusive,  from  the  originals  in  the  Tower ; 
vol.  2, 157  sheets,  folio,  including  cancels,  No.  1,000, 
with  strong  ink  and  extra  manner  ; at  4 /.  2 s. 

Very  many  alterations  and  corrections,  and  deleted 
matter,  in  the  proofs  and  revises  - 

Used  for  this  volume  316  reams  of  fine  wove  demy 
paper,  and  for  proofs  and  revises,  including  interest 
and  insurance ; at  29  s.  6 d.  - 

Working  in  various  inscriptions  on  the  title-page 

Binding  250  copies  of  this  volume  in  basil,  broad 
bands,  filletted  and  double  lettered ; at  8' s.  9 d. 

Tying  up  the  1,000  copies  in  brown  paper,  and  porter- 
age ; at  3 <2. 

For  packing-cases,  carriage  and  postage  - 

For  various  bindings  of  the  Public  Records  for  special 


643  14 


143  16  - 


466  2 

6 15 


109  7 6 


45  19 
61  5 


1,382  4 6 


107  4 5 

(continued) 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


812 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (C.) 
No.  7. 

Returns  of  ac- 
counts for  1830. 


1830: 
Mar.  27.- 


Paid  by  order  of  the  Commissioners : 

—To  Robert  Lemon,  on  account  of  collating  and 
transcribing  documents  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  - 

Interest  on  ditto  to  March  31, 1831,  12  months 
April  8. — To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  correcting  £.  s.  d. 
proofs  and  compiling  Indexes  to  Pro- 
ceedings in  Chancery,  vol.  2 - - 164  7 6 


24. — To  Thomas  Cadell,  one  year’s  warehouse 

rent,  to  Christmas  1829  ... 

26. To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compiling 

Calendars  and  Indexes  of  Pleadings 

27 To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of  repairing 

and  binding  Public  Records  - - 1 

Interest  on  ditto,  1 1 months 
May  26. — Paid  to  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  col- 
lating and  transcribing  records  for  Ry- 
mer’s Fcedera  - - - 

To  ditto,  on  account  of  the  third  volume 
of  Proceedings  in  Chancery  - - 1 


63 


July  9.- 

— 19. 


Interest  on  ditto,  10  months 
-Insurance  of  20,000 1.  on  Record  Books, 

to  Midsummer  1831  - - - - 55  - 

-To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compiling 

Calendars  and  Indexes  of  Pleadings  - 104  12 
—To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of  repairing 

and  binding  Public  Records  - - 150  - 

—To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  collating 
and  transcribing  Records  for  Rymer’s 
Fcedera  ------  100  - 


Interest  on  ditto,  8 months  - 

Aug.  14. — To  John  Bayley,  bn  account  of  collating  and  tran- 
scribing Records  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  - - - 

Interest  on  ditto,  7 months  - 
Oct.  23. — To  Charles  Gay,  on  account  of  repairing 

and  binding  Public  Records  - £.150  - - 

— 26. — To  John  Bayley,  on  account  of  the  third 

volume  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery  246  16  6 


Interest  on  ditto,  5 months  - 

Nov.  1. — To  W.  Minchin,  on  account  of  compiling 

Calendars  and  Indexes  of  Pleadings  - 97  17 
— 30. — To  Francis  Palgrave,  on  account  of  cor- 
recting proof  sheets  of  Parliamentary 
Writs 134  8 


Interest  on  ditto,  4 months  - 
3- — To  H.  W.  Walker,  for  copying  Returns  to 

Parliament  - - - - - to 


3 6 


To  Charles  Gay,  for  assistance  in  pre- 
paring Returns  to  Parliament  - - 27  3 - 

To  ditto,  on  account  of  repairing  and  bind- 
ing Public  Records  - - - - 100  - - 

Interest  on  ditto,  3 months  - 


79  I2  8 
3 19  8 


17  6 


409  1 2 - 
13  13  1 


122  8 6 
3 11  5 


396  16  6 
'85  4 


232  5 6 
3 17  5 


137  6 6 
1 14  4 


Interest  on  1,949 1.  15  s.  6 d.  (the  money  advanced  in  the  former 
Account)  from  April  30th  to  August  17th,  1830,  when  the  money 
was  paid ; say  3 months  -------- 


24  7 6 
3>639  16  7 


^1  hereby  certify  that  the  above  works  have  been  performed,  and  the  payments  made  that  are  here 


4.  March  1831. 


John  Caley,  Sec.  Com.  Pub.  Rec. 
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STATEMENT  of  the  Account  of  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  as  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  on  Appendix  (C.) 
the  Public  Records,  in  respect  of  Sums  issued,  &c.  to  him,  to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  No 

Commission,  from  the  Date  of  the  Commission  on  the  12th  of  March  1831,  to  the  12th  Treasury  analysis 
of  March  1 833.  of  accounts  from 

' 1831  to  1833. 


Charge : 


The  Accountant  is  charged  the  following  sums,  issued  from  the 
Exchequer,  for  this  service,  namely, 

1831,  August  26 

1832,  May  30 


£.  s.  d. 

6,538  12  2 
10,000  - - 


Mso  the  sums  stated  to  have  been  received  from  the  undermen- 
tioned Booksellers,  for  the  sale  of  Record  Publications,  viz. 

1831,  August  8,  of  Messrs.  Payne  & Foss  - 

’ 30,  of  Messrs.  Longman  & Co.  - 

1832,  June  6,  of  Messrs.  Payne  & Foss  - 

Nov.  16,  of  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Co.  - * . 


109  15  - 
15  7 1 
96  2 - 
800  17  - 


Also,  the  sum  stated  to  have  been  advanced  on  the  8th  March  1833,  by  the 
King’s  Printer,  as  a loan  to  the  Commission  ------ 


Total  Charge  - - £. 


16,538  12 


1,022  1 1 

1,000  - - 
18,560  13  3 


Discharge  : 

The  Accountant  claims  to  be  allowed  the  following  sums,  paid  to 
John  Caley,  esq. 

One  year’s  salary,  as  Secretary  to  the  late  Record  Commission,  to 
the  — March  1831  - - - 7 * : " ' 

On  account  of  expense  of  repairing  Public  Records  in  the  Aug- 
mentation Office,  1831  and  1832  - - 

Arrears  for  services  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera  and  Valor  Ecclesiasticus 
Bookbinders’  bills,  1831  and  1832 


Also  to  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  as  Editor  of  Rolls  of  Parliament,  namely, 

Salary  for  two  years,  to  25  March  1832  - 

Calendar  of  Writs  of  Election  and  Returns,  Edward  3d,  145  sheets, 
at2Z.  12  s.  6 d.  per  sheet  - - - ” “ " 

Completion  of  Digest  of  Persons,  Edward  2d;  Digests  ot  1 laces 
and  Principal  Matters,  Edward  1st  & 2d;  250  sheets,  at  3 l.  ■■ 
Corrections  of  77  and  45  sheets  of  Digest,  at  1 1.  1 s.  per  sheet, 
the  corrections  of  the  remaining  sheets  having  been  paid  to  Sir 
F.  Palgrave  by  the  King’s  Printers  - - - - - 

Text  of  Parliamentary  Writs,  200  sheets  - 
Chronological  Abstract,  55  sheets 
Henry  Cole,  writing  clerk,  two  years’  salary  ■ 

William  Matchwick,  ditto  - - - ~ ~ 

W.  Foxton,  jun.,  of  the  Remembrancer’s  Office,  for  Transcripts 
Stationery,  and  Duty  on  Clerks  - - ■ 

B.  Luxmore,  messenger,  Record  Office,  Tower  * 


£.  s.  d. 


784  19  3 
262  10  - 
181  - - 


1,000  - - 
380  12  6 
750  - - 


128  2 - 
410  — — 
165  - - 
250  - - 
70  12  6 

694 

29  5 6 


3,191  2 10 


Deduct  Imprest  in  1830,  allowed  in  the  final  Account  of  the 
late  Mr.  Caley 

Also  to  Robert  Thompson,  esq.,  Sub-Commissioner  for  Scotland, 
namely, 


Balance  due  upon  his  former  Account  to  the  1st  April  1830 
One  year’s  salary  to  1 April  1831  - 


£. 


2,891 


2 10 


Also,  Remuneration  to  the  following  Persons  for  their  Services  in 
the  Year  ended  1 April  1831,  namely, 

Cosmo  Innes,  compiling  Indexes  to  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Scot- 
land ---  ------- 

Rev.  W.  M.  Stirling,  transcribing  Parliamentary  Records,  &c.  - 

Alexander  Macdonald,  arranging  Records,  &c.  - 
Robert  Pitcairn,  W.  S.,  abridging  Register  of  Great  Seal  - 
Robert  Jameson  - - - ditto  - - - ditto  - 
James  Kilgour,  transcribing  Ancient  Charters,  &c.  - 

William  Whytock,  continuing  a tabular  Index  of  Retours,  &c. 
Adam  Thomson,  conducting,  &c.  Abridgment  of  Registers  - 


200 

150 

200 

200 

100 

50 

300 
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The  following  Persons,  for  Abridgment  of  the 
Registers  of  Seisins : 

D.  Macneillie  ------ 

John  Millar 

Thomas  Morrison  ■ 

Robert  Thomson 

J.  M.  Fraser  ------ 

Janies  Marjunnet  - 

George  Home  ------ 

Francis  Jackson  ------ 

Henry  Steele  ------ 

Robert  W.  Fraser  ...  - - 

James  Farish  ------ 


Deduct  Amount  unclaimed  by  Accountant 


2,925  - - 

13  - - 


Also,  the  sums  paid  to  the  late  John  Cajey,  for  stamps  upon  two  warrants,  directing 
issues  for  this  service  - " 

Also,  the  following  sums  paid  to  R.  Price,  esq.,  as  Sub-Commissioner,  namely , 
Salary  for  x £ year,  from  21  May  1831  to  21  Feb.  1833,  at 
500 1.  per  annum  -------- 

Travelling  expenses  - 


£.  s.  d. 
87 5 " - 
40  13  10 


100 

96 


Also,  to  Frederick  Holbrook,  esq.,  as  Sub-Commissioner,  salary  for  one  quarter,  to 

Also,  for  the  salary  of  this  Accountant,  as  Secretary,  for  lg  year,  to  26th  Septem- 
ber 1832,  at  500  l.  per  annum 

Also,  the  sums  paid  for  Salaries  to  the  following  Persons,  namely, 

W.  H.  Bennett,  as  clerk,  from  3d  April  1831  to  3d  Jan.  1833 
George  Smith,  as  ditto,  from  1st  June  1831  to  1st  March  1833 
Mary  Smith,  as  laundress,  for  three  quarters  ended  1st 
March  1833  - --  --  --  - 

The  same,  for  necessaries  ------- 

Thomas  Casley,  as  porter,  three  weeks’  wages  - 

Also,  the  sums  paid  to  sundry  individuals  for  their  services,  arranging  hooks  and 
papers,  &c.,  and  for  expenses  of  persons  as  witnesses  - * ".  “ 

Also,  the  sums  paid  for  rent  of  Record  rooms,  to  Christmas  1832,  including  5I.  5«- 
as  one  moiety  of  expense  of  watchmen  during  repairs  * 

Also,  the  sums  paid  for  furniture,  repairs,  &c.,  namely, 

Henry  Heard,  for  furniture  ------ 

F.  Madden,  for  repairs  ------- 

H.  Bobbin,  carpenter,  &c.  - - - 

W.  T.  Lowndes,  selecting  and  removing  Library,  &c.  - 
S.  Howard  - - - - ‘ " ’ . 

Also,  for  the  cost  of  sundry  boxes,  mats,  ironmongery,  chairs, 
coals,  wood,  soap,  and  other  necessaries  - 


£.  s.  1 
26  6 

5 5 
29  1 
16  16 

6 13 


Also,  the  sums  paid  for  transcribing,  copying,  collating  and 
namely, 

To  A.  Owen  - - - - 

Thomas  Palmer  - - - 

Robert  Lemon  ------- 

J.  D.  Hardy  ------- 

The  same  -------- 

M.  Bannister  - - - - 

M.  G.  Hodgson  ------- 

Executrix  of  W.  Minchin  - - - - - 

Henry  Cole  ------- 

J.  Leaver  - --  --  --  - 

Julius  Drescher  ------- 

Charles  Williams  - - 

J.  Bayley  ------- 

James  Bacon  ------- 

Charles  Panton  ------- 

J.  Baker  - --  --  --  - 

J.  Webster  - 
Charles  Devon 

W.  Hardy  - ----- 

Dr.  Bandinell  ------- 


preparing  works, 


177  - 
42  15 
400  - 
6 10 
5 - 
20  - 
182  5 
116  17 
18  18 
80  19 
10  15 


150 

41 

45 

38 

105 

150 


H 

50 


13 


4 


&c. 


4 


3 

8 


6 


£■  s.  d. 


2,912  - _ 
4 4 8 

9^5  13  10 
300  - - 
750 


217  2 6 
2Q  11  6J 
94  - - 


1 27  2 5.  | 
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Also,  the  sums  for  the  like  service,  claimed  in  Petty 
Cash  Account, 

To  Mr.  Price  ------ 

Robert  Chambers  ----- 

Pettijean  - 

F.  Madden  - 

W.  Foxton  ------ 

J.  Leaver  ------ 

James  Bacon  - 

J.  Baker  

J.  Mitchell  ------ 

C.  Williams  ------ 


£.  s.  d. 
286 


. n 6 
' 11  9 


4 h 


Also,  the  sums  paid  to  the  following  Persons,  for  Cost  of  Books, 
namely, 

To  Richard  Priestly 

Black,  Young  & Co. 

Dulau  & Co.  - --  --  --  - 

Thomas  Rodd  - --  --  --  - 

Frederick  Noldeke  ------- 

S.  Sweet  - --  --  --  -- 

T.  Thorpe ‘ 


£.  s.  d. 

13  16  ~ 

28  16  6 
2 17 


13  7 


19 


6 
5 

5 H 
1 10 

6 16 


86  3 i| 


174  2 
15  15 
123  1 
337  12 

10  5 
32  - 

11  6 


Also,  the  sums  for  the  like  service,  claimed  in  Petty 
Cash  Account,  namely, 

To  Dulau  & Co.  ------ 

S.  Sweet  ------ 

R.  Priestly  ------ 

W.  New  ------ 

Thomas  Rodd  - 

John  Wilson  ------ 

W.  Pickering  - 

Black,  Young  & Co.  - 

J.  B.  Coates  ------ 

T.  Thorpe  ------ 

J.  Drescher  ------ 

J.  Caley  ------ 


Also,  the  sums  paid  for  Stationery,  Printing  and  Binding,  namely, 

To  the  King’s  Printer,  on  account 

C.  Roworth  & Sons,  printers 

H.  Dixon,  stationery,  binding,  &c. 

Pens,  baskets,  tape,  &c. 

Also,  the  sums  paid  for  expenses  in  obtaining  from  the  Continent 
information  connected  with  the  Record  Publications,  namely, 

To  Royer  Collard,  Paris  ------- 

Mr.  Watson,  Paris  ------- 

Christian  Kock,  Frankfort  ' 

Mr.  Baur,  Altona  “ 

Professor  Warnkonig,  Ghent 

Manuscript  catalogues  of  French  archives  - - - 

The  Accountant,  for  his  own  expenses  on  the  Continent  - 
Freight  of  books  from  the  Continent  - 

Also,  the  sums  paid  for  Postages,  Porterages,  Ac.,  during  the  period 
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1,791  3 l k 


4,250  - 

423  16 

108  6 


58  18 
15  1 
40  - 
60  - 
20  - 
12  10 
5°  - 
8 4 


of  this  Account 


803  16  - 


264  13 


Total  Discharge 


17,606  17  8 

■ ■ 

953  15  7 

£. 

18,560  13  3 

Indebted,  according  to  the  aforegoing  statement  - - £■ 

Accountant’s  balance 

Difference,  being  the  amount  erroneously  claimed  by  the  Account- 
ant in  account  of  Petty  Cash  Disbursements,  in  carrying  forward 
the  balance  thereof,  on  12  March  1832  - X. 


953  15  7 
930  4 


23  10  9 i 


Treasury  Chambers,  2 July  1834. 

[ Vide  Appendix,  (D.  5,) P-  835-J 


W.  Speer. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


— No.  8. — 

RETURN  showing  the  Titles  of  all  Works  and  Number  of  Volumes  printed  since  March  1831,  whether  completed 
or  in  progress,  including  Specimens  of  Works ; the  Number  of  Copies  of  each  Work  or  Specimen  of  Work  printed; 
the  exact  Date  when  such  Work  or  Volume  of  Work  was  first  put  into  Type  ; the  Copy  of  the  Order,  and  the 
Date  thereof,  authorizing  the  Commencement  of  each  Work;  the  Cost  of  each  Work,  distinguishing  the  Expenses 
of  Corrections  and  Cancellations,  and  the  Number  and  Designation  of  Sheets  cancelled  in  each  Work. 


NAMES  OF  WORKS. 

dumber 

of 

Copies. 

Dates  when  put 
in  Type,  and 
when  Printed  off. 

Words  of  the 
Order  of 
the  Board,  and 
Date  *. 

COST. 

Corrections. 

Cancel- 

lations. 

Number  of 
Sheets 
Cancelled. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

500 

2 Feb.  1832 

- - order  of 

688 

- 6 prints 

106 

7 

- 

one 

2 Sll,  B, 

-Vol.  1. 

22  Mar.  - 

the  Secretary. 

274 

Vol.  n.  (unfinished) 

500 

28  Jan.  1834 
2 Feb.  - 

- ditto 

148 

57 

10  —prints 
4 - paper 

18 

1 

~ 

none 

Calendarium  Her£edum(specimen) 

6 & 6 

7 Feb. 1832 

- ditto 

2 

16  - prints 

- 

19 

~ 

- 

Welsh  Laws  (unfinished)  - 

75° 

19  Sept.  1832 
3 June  1834 

- ditto 

145  1 5 6 prints 
69  16  6 paper 

55 

18 

none 

Ditto,  in  royal  8vo.  (unfinished) 

500 

16  Jan.  1836 
12  Feb.  - 

- ditto 

20 

9 

8 -•  prints 
12  - paper 

3 

2 

none 

Authority  of  King’s  Council 

250 

2 Mar.  1832 
6 June  1833 

- ditto 

19 

6 

8 6 prints 
16  6 paper 

23 

13 

~ 

none 

Introduction  to  Doomsday,  Vols. 
1. & 11. 

500 

21  Apr.  1832 
5 May  - 

- ditto 

179 

89 

19  - prints 
1 — paper 

75 

14 

~ 

none 

256 

22  May  1832 

- ditto 

189 

14  6 print® 

27 

- 

- 

21 

13  i sll. 

25  Aug.  - 

39 

H.U.Q.T. 
Parts  of 
D.  F.  I.  K. 
L.N.O.F. 
S.U.Y.Z. 

Rotuli  Selecti  - 

250 

12  June  1832 

- ditto 

81 

18  7 J prints 

18 

i7 

- 

three 

1 1 sh.  B. 

1 Sept.  - 

19 

- - paper 

D.  & H. 

50 

20  July  1832 

- ditto 

2 

12  - prints 

- 

1 

- 

none 

1 

1 6 paper 

500 

13  Nov.  1832 

- ditto 

120 

6 3 prints 

80 

18 

- 

seven 

6i  sh.  B. 

cil,  Vol.  1. 

13  Jan.  1833 

62 

16  - paper 

o.u.b.c. 

Vol.  11.  - 

500 

16  Aug.  1833 

- ditto 

93 

5 3 pi'iMg 

47 

10 

- 

three 

6 pages, 

7 Oct. 

48 

— — paper 

500 

7 Dec.  1833 

- ditto 

98 

l 3 prints 

44 

7 

- 

none 

18  Dec.  - 

51 

12  - paper 

Vol.  iv. 

500 

11  Apr.  1834 

- ditto 

108 

16  9 prints 

49 

1 

- 

three 

E.  F.  Z. 

25  Apr.  - 

58 

- - paper 

Vol.  v.  .... 

500 

12  Aug.  1834 

- ditto 

134 

10  6 prints 

93 

6 

- 

three 

G pages, 

17  Sept.  - 

b9 

5 - PaPer 

Vol.  vi.  (unfinished) 

500 

3c  Dec.  1834 

- ditto 

74 

17  - prints 

28 

13 

6 

none 

2i  Jan.  1835 

30  10  -paper 

Vol.  vii.  (unfinished)  - 

500 

3 Nov.  1835 

- ditto 

69 

15  - prints 

23 

15 

- 

none 

9 Nov.  - 

32 

- - paper 

Rotulus  Magnus  Pipte 

250 

11  Dec.  1832 

- ditto 

47 

4 3 prints 

17 

11 

- 

none 

20  Mar.  1 833 

11 

4 - paper 

Rotulus  Pipae,  Hen.  II.  (un- 

500 

4 June  1833 

- ditto 

40 

ll  3 prints 

7 

9 

6 

none 

finished.) 

24  Dec.  - 

- - paper 

3 J-  sheets 

Fines  sive  Pedes  Finium, 

500 

11  June  1833 

- ditto 

100 

3 i£  prints 

4i 

- 

- 

four 

Vol.  1. 

12  July  - 

49 

12  - paper 

v.  x.  c. 

Vol.  11.  (unfinished) 

500 

7 Apr.  1835 

- ditto 

27 

10  6 prints 

4 H 

- 

none 

4 Aug.  - 

9 

12  - paper 

* The  words  of  the  order  of  the  Board  were  never  in  our  possession. 
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Words  of  the 

1 

Number  of 

names  of  works. 

of 

Copies. 

in  Type,  and 
when  Printed  off. 

the  Board,  and 
Date. 

COST. 

Corrections. 

lations. 

Sheets 

Cancelled. 

— 

£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Rotuli  Curie  Regis,  Vol.  I.  - 

500 

25  Sept.  1833 

) 

two 

f sh.  a.  in 

16  Dec.  - 

(order  of  thej 

238  7 10$  prints 

125 

2 

— 

. Vol.  n.  - 

500 

5 June  1834 

1 Secretary  1 

117 

12  - paper 

Pref.v.  r. 

15  July  - 

1 

a.do.v.2. 

Vol.  hi*  (unfinished)  - 

- 

12  Feb.  1836 

- ditto 

7 

17  6 comp® 

- 

- 

- 

none 

Rotuli  Pip®,  Ric.  I-  (unfinished) 

500 

6 Dec.  1833 
24  Dec.  - 

- ditto 

08 

7 3 prints 
16  — paper 

4 

4 

“ 

none 

Docquet  Book,  Car.  I.  (unfinished) 

500 

20  Feb.  1834 

21  Apr.  - 

- ditto 

94 

41 

8 9 print® 
1.3  - paper 

33 

7 

~ 

none 

Introduction  to  Valor  Ecclesias- 

25O 

22  Feb.  1834 

- ditto 

6 

19  6 prints 

1 

4 

- 

none 

ticus,  royal  8vo. 

25  Feb.  - 

4 

8 — paper 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Patentium, 

500 

i May  1834 

- ditto 

307 

9 - prints 

63 

11 

- 

none 

Vol.  X. 

4 June  ~ 

13  6 paper 

Introduction  to  ditto 

250 

7 July  1835 

- ditto 

57 

11  - prints 

- 

5 

- 

no  e 

10  July  - 

13 

12  — paper 

Excerpta,  Vol.  1. 

500 

13  May  1834 

- ditto 

132 

12  if  prints 

37 

X9 

- 

none 

15  Sept.  - 

fi3 

12  - paper 

Vol.  n.  (unfinished) 

5OO 

14  Oct.  1835 

- ditto 

108 

1 6 prints 

15 

12 

- 

none 

24  Oct.  - 

52 

16  - paper 

Rotuli  Normannise,  Vol.  1. 

500 

14  May  1834 

- ditto 

118 

14  — prints 

26 

17 

- 

none 

11  June  - 

55 

4 - paper 

Exchequer  Calendars,  Vol.  1.  ! 

500  ! 

24  Oct.  1834 

- ditto 

61 

10  3 prints 

27 

16 

- 

none 

(unfinished.) 

21  Nov.  - 

32 

- - paper 

Vol.  11.  (unfinished) 

500 

27  Apr.  1835 

- ditto 

7i 

2 9 prints 

20 

11 

- 

none 

7 May  - 

33 

12  - paper 

Vol.  hi.  (unfinished)  - 

500 

20  July  183.4 

- ditto 

89  15  6 prints 

55 

11 

- 

none 

13  Aug.  - 

43 

4 - paper 

Ditto,  Scotland  (unfinished) 

- 

29  Apr.  1835 

- ditto 

13 

2 6 comp" 

3 

1 

- 

none 

Rotuli  Chartarum,  Vol.  1.  (un- 

500 

5 Nov.  1834 

- ditto 

179 

4 — prints 

18 

5 

- 

none 

finished.) 

19  Nov.  - 

72 

16  - paper 

Rotuli  de  Oblatis  - 

500 

10  Nov.  1834 

- ditto 

179 

14  -prints 

38 

6 

- 

none 

24  Nov.  - 

«5 

12  - paper 

Extenta,  &c.,  ad  Walliam  (un- 

500 

13  Mar.  1835 

- ditto 

128 

2 - prints 

25 

- 

- 

none 

finished.) 

24  Apr.  - 

67 

4 - paper 

Inventory  of  Augmentation  Re- 
cords (Ministers’  Accounts), 

500 

June  1835 

- ditto  - 

6 

19  - prints 

4 

3 

- 

none 

22  July  - 

2 

14  6 paper 

(unfinished.) 

Rotuli  Vasconite,  Vol.  1.  (un- 

500 

22  May  1835 

- ditto 

27 

10  — prints 

5 

2 

. 

none 

finished.) 

6 June  - 

9 

2 - paper 

Rotuli  de  Liberate  (unfinished) 

500 

26  May  1835 

- ditto 

33 

10  - prints 

5 

H 

- 

none 

12  June  - 

- - paper 

Saxon  Laws,  royal  8vo.  (specimen) 

- 

30  June  1835 

- ditto 

- 

10  - 

- 

- 

Catalogue  of  Records  in  the 

500 

30  May  1835 

- ditto 

21 

18  —prints 

3° 

15 

6 

none 

King's  Remembrancer’s  Uffice, 
(unfinished.) 

29  June  — 

9 - paper 

Inventory  of  Surveys,  &c.  (un- 

25 

June  1835 

- ditto 

6 

2 6 prints 

1 

7 

- 

none 

finished.) 

3 July  - 

- 

4 — paper 

Inventory  of  Surrenders,  &c.  - 

25 

June  1835 

- ditto 

2 

5 - prints 

- 

1 

- 

none 

1 July  - 

2 - paper 

His  Majesty’s  Printing  Office,! 
25  February  1836.  j 


Eyre  8f  Spotiiswoode. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (C.) 

No.  9. 
Loans  from 
King’s  Printer, 
1833-1834. 


No.  10. 

Messrs.  Baldwin’s 
Return  of  the 
sale  of  Publications 
and  Sum  produced, 
1831  to  1835. 


— No.  9.  — 

RETURN  of  all  Sums  of  Money  advanced  by  the  King’s  Printer; — the  Amount  of  each  Loan, 
the  Date  when  made,  and  the  words  of  the  Order  upon  which  such  Loan  was  made,  and  the 
Interest  charged  thereupon,  since  March  1831. 


Amount  of  Loan. 

Date  when  made. 

Words  of  the  Order  *. 

Interest. 

— 

£.  s.  d. 
1,000  - - 
1,000  - - 
1,000  - - 
1,000  - - 
1,000  - - ; 

8 March  1833 

1 June  1833 

9 Jan.  1834 

22  Feb.  1834 

11  April  1834 

Request  of  the  Secretary 

- - ditto  - 

- - ditto 

- - ditto  - 

- - ditto 

£.  s.  d. 

| 120  16  - j 

1 56  7 - 

J 209  - 9 

f8  July  1834;  re- 
Lpaid  this  day. 

8 July  1834. 

30  Nov.  1835. 

* The  words  of  the  Order  were  never  in  our  possession. 

Eyre  Sf  Spottiswoode. 


— No.  10.  — 

RETURN  of  the  Publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  from  March  1831  to  December  1835; 
with  the  Number  Sold;  Amount  at  Retail  Price;  and  Sum  produced. 


NAME  OF  THE  WORK. 

No,  Sold. 

Retail  at 

Amount. 

Cooper  on  the  Public  Records,  2 vols.  8vo.  - 

144 

£.  s.  d. 
1 10  - 

£.  s.  d. 
216  - - 

Cooper’s  proposal  for  a Record  Office,  8vo,  - - 

32 

9 12  - 

Chancery  Proceedings,  folio,  vol.  3 
Ellis’s  Introduction  to  Domesday,  2 vols.  8vo. 

H 

1 10  - 

21  - - 

87 

Close  Rolls,  folio,  vol.  1 

20 

4 4 - 

84  - - 

Pipe  Rolls,  8vo.  ------- 

22 

- 18  - 

19  16  - 

Palgrave  on  the  King’s  Council,  8vo. 

44 

13  4 - 

Chancellor's  Rolls,  8vo.  vol.  1 

22 

1 5 - 

Hunter’s  Introduction  to  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  8vo. 

4 

- 2 6 

- 10  - 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  folio,  vol.  6 - 

n 

1 10  - 

16  10  - 

Nicolas’s  Privy  Council,  2 vols.  8vo.  - 

*9 

1 5 - 

23  f5  - 

Parliamentary  Writs,  folio,-  vol.  2,  part  3 

Hunter’s  Rotuli  Selecli,  8vo.  ----- 

12 

7 7 - 

88  4 - 

15 

1 — — , 

15  - - 

Nicolas’s  Privy  Council,  8vo.  vol.  3 

- 15  - 

13  10  - 

Ditto  - - - vol.  4 ----- 

- 15  - 1 

12  - - 

Roberts’s  Excerpta,  &c.,  8vo.  vol.  1 - 

13 

- 18  - j 

11  14  - 

Hardy’s  Rotuli  Normannite,  vol.  1 - - - - 

13 

- 18  - 

Fines  (Hunter),  8vo.,  vol.  1 ----- 

12 

- 12  - , 

7 4 - 

Ducatus  Lancastrian  folio,  vol.  3 - 

2 12  6 . 

Rotuli  Curia:  Regis,  vols.  1 & 2,  8vo.  - - - - 

14 

1 10  - 

21  - - 

— Patentium,  folio,  vol.  1 - - . - ■ - j 

7 1 

1 10  - 

10  10  - 

Deduct  one  third  for  commission,  trade  allowance,! 

774  3 - 

and  expenses  -----  -J 

Net  Sum  acco 

1 unted  for 

- - - £. 

516  2 - 

Paternoster- Row,'l  Baldwin  Sf  Cradock. 

3 March  1836.  j 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


— No.  11.— 

TURN  of  all  Books  Published  by  the  Record  Commission,  which  have  since  the  ist  day  of  January  last  been  sent  as 
Gifts  or  Loans  to  any  Individuals  or  Public  Bodies  ; specifying  the  Names  of  such  Individuals  or  Bodies,  the  Titles, 
-mther  with  the  Size  and  Number  of  Volumes  of  such  Works,  and  the  Dates  at  which  such  Present  or  Loan  was 
made,  and  the  Value  of  each  of  them. 


Note. — The  Value  of  each  not  known  to  the  King’s  Printer. 


1836: 
March  4 

- 5 

- 7 


January  19 


February  5 


Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  01 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 


April 


May 


January  19 


Taxatio  Ecclesiastica,  P.  Nicholai  IV. 
(folio) : 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

Calendarium  Rotul.  Patentium,  (folio): 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

Catalogue  of  the  Cottonian  Manuscripts, 
(folio): 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  2 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras. 

Calendarium  Rotulorum  Chartarum, 
(folio) : 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras. 

Rotulorum  Originalium,  vols.  1 & 2,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Island  of  Mauritius. 
The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Upper  Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College,  home. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

Calendarium  Inquis.  Post  Mortem, 
vols.  1 to  4,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 


836: 

February  5 


Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  01 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent; 


April 


May 


January  19 


February  5 


April 


•May  18 


January  19 
March  4 


Calendarium  Inquis.  Post  Mortem, 
vols.  1 to  4 — continued. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 
The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  9.  Brewer,  esq. 

Inquisitiones  Nonarum,  (folio): 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 
The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
John  Gage,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

Sir  Charles  Wetherell. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Testa  de  Nevill,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

( continued ) 
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Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 


1836: 
March  5 


- 25 

May  20 


January  19 

- 21 

- 23 

February  5 

- 13 
March  4 

5 

7 

- 25 

- 29 
April  2 1 

- 30 


May  18 


20 

June  9 

- 18 

- 24 


January  19 
- 21 


February  .5 

- 13 
March  4 

5 

7 

- 25 

- 29 
April  21 

- 30 


May  18 


June  18 
- 24 


January  19 
March  4 
5 
7 


Testa  de  Nevill — continued. 

The  F.ast  India  Company,  for  the  Presidency 
of  Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 
The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 

Catalogue  of  the  Harleian  Manuscripts, 
vols.  1 to  4,  (folio); 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 
The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  i armstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
John  Gage,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Abbreviatio  Placitorum,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library  of  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Domesday  Book,  Indices  and  Additamenta, 
(folio); 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copi 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

Statutes  of  the  Realm,  (folio), 
vols.  1 to  9,  and  Indexes  : 


1836: 
January  21 
February  5 

- 13 
March  25 

- 29 
April  2 1 

- 39 


May  28 

- 20 
June  18 

- 24 


January  19 


February  5 

- 13 
March  4 

5 

7 

- 25 

- 29 
April  21 

- 30 


May  18 

- 20 
June  9 

- 18 

- 24 


January  19 

- 21 

- 22 
February  5 

- 13 
March  4 

7 

- 25 

- 29 
April  21 

- 30 


May  18 


- 24 


Statutes  of  the  Realm,  (folio), 
vols.  2 to  9,  and  Indexes. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 
The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library  of  Darmstadt. 
The  Royal  Library,  St  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S-  Brewer,  esq. 


Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  vols  1 to  6,  (folio) ; 
The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 
The  Grand  Ducal  Library  of  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College  at  Rome. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

Sir  C.  Wetherell. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Rotuli  Hundredorum,  vols.  1 & 2,  (folio): 
The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 
The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Ducal  Library  of  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 


January  19 
March  4 


The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  • for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - Madras,  2 copies. 


January  19 
- 21 


Rotuli  ScotitE,  vols.  1 & 2,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 
The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea, 
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DATE. 

Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 

DATE.  I 
1 

1836: 

Rotuli  Scotiae,  vols.  1 & 2 — continued. 

1836: 

February  5 
13 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

January  22 

George  Baker,  esq. 

February  5 

March  4 
5 

The  East  India  Company. 

13 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

March  4 

7 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

- 5 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

- 7 

25 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

- 

_ 29 

The  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

25 

April  21 
- 3° 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

29 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

April  21 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 

30 

Canada. 

- - 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 

Canada. 

- - 

May 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

May  18 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

20 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

- 

June  9 

John  Gage,  esq. 

- - 

18 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

- 20 

- 24 

Mr.  J.  S.  Brewer. 

June  9 

18 

Catalogue  of  Lansdowne  Manuscripts, 
parts  1 & 2,  (folio)  : 

24 

January  19 

The  Hon.  T.  Spring  Rice. 

21 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

22 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

January  19 

February  5 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

— 21 

13 

George  Baker,  esq. 

- 22  ] 

March  4 

The  East  India  Company. 

February  5 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

13 

7 1 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

March  4 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

- 5 

- 25 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

7 

29 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

- - 

April  21 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

25 

30 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

29 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 

April  2 1 

Canada. 

28 

_ 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 

30 

Canada. 

- - 

May  18 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

_ 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

- — 

_ _ 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose.- 

May  18 

20 

The  English  College  at  Rome. 

June  9 

John  Gage,  esq. 

- 

- 18 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

- 

- 24 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

20 

June  9 

Fcedera,  3 vols.,  2 parts  each,  (folio) : 

14 

January  19 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

18 

21 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

24 

February  5 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

13 

George  Baker,  esq.' 

The  East  India  Company. 

March  4 

5 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

January  19 

7 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

- 21 

- 25 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

- 22 

. " 29 

The  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

February  5 

April  21 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

13 

30 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

March  4 

- 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 

5 

Canada. 

7 

- 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 

- 

May  18 

Canada. 

- 25 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

- 29 

20 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

April  21 

June  18 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

23 

30 

Placita  de  Quo  Warranto,  (folio): 

January  ig 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

- 

- 21 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

0-33- 

5L3 

Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 


Placita  de  Quo  Warranto — continued. 

The  Librarj'  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

George  Baker,  esq 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library  of  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Calendar  to  Pleadings,  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
vols.  1 to  3,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

J.  Stevenson,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  Si  Brewer,  esq. 


Calendars  of ' Proceedings  in  Chancery, 
vols.  1 to  3,  (.folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

J.  Stevenson,  esq. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

'1  he  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

( continued ) 
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DATE. 


Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individaals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 


1836: 


Calendars  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery, 
vols.  1 to  3 — continued. 


183G: 


The  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Scotland 
vols.  2 to  n,  (folio):  ’ 


May  18 

_ 20 

June  9 
18 

24 


January  19 
- 21 

22 

February  5 
13 

March  4 
7 

29 

April  21  | 

30  | 


May  1 8 


- 20 

June  9 
18 
24 


April 

May 


9 

11 

14 

18 

24 


January  19 
21 

- 22 

February  5 
13 

March  4 
7 

25 

29 

April  21 

30 


May  18 

June  1 8 

24 


The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

Sir  Charles  Wetherell. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Parliamentary  Writs,  (folio), 
vol.  1,  and  div,  1,  2 & 3 of  vol.  2 : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden.  | 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 
The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

1 he  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Inquis.  ad  Capellam  Domini  Regis  Retorna- 
tarum,  vols.  l to  3,  (folio)  : 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Madras. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

'I  lie  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

J.  Stevenson,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether 
J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Registrant  Magni  Sigilli  Regum  Scotorum, 
&c.,  vol.  1,  (folio) : 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

The  Library  of  the  Museum,  Swansea. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
George  Baker,  esq. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 
The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  library,  Lincoln. 

The  English  College,  Rome. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 


March  4 
5 
7 

April  30 


May  18 


June  9 
1 1 
14 
18 
24 


January  5 
19 

- 21 

23 

February  1 
5 
9 


13 

22 

25 


27 

29 


March  4 
5 
7 


April 


24 

25 

29 

28 

30 


May  18 

- 20 
June  9 

- 10 


The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 conies’ 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

J.  Stevenson,  esq. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Clausarum,  vol.  1,  (folio) • 
C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

A.  Owen,  esq. 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Sun- 
derland. 

The  Subscription  Library,  Royston. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Sir  Robert  Peel. 

The  Burslem  Subscription  Library. 

The  York  Subscription  Library. 

George  Baker,  esq. 

The  Cathedral  Library,  Lichfield. 

The  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

The  Alnwick  Subscription  Library. 
Canterbury  Literary  and  Philosophical  Insti- 
tution. 

The  Public  Library,  Penzance. 

The  Subscription  Library,  Scarborough. 
Newark  Stock  Library. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Institution. 

The  Dublin  Library  Society. 

The  Doncaster  Subscription  Library. 

The  Greenock  Public  Library. 

Stroud  Institution. 

Dr.  Plume's  Library,  Maldon. 

The  Birmingham  Library. 

The  Advocates’  Library,  Aberdeen. 

The  Bolton-le-Moors  Public  Library. 

The  Belfast  Society  library. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

Dr.  Lingard. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 
The  Royal  Library.  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
The  Rev.  James  Raine. 
j The  Library  of  the  Royal  Academy,  Dublin- 
The  Office  of  Ulster  King-at-Arms,  Dublin. 
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Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent! 

DATE. 

1836: 
June  1° 

3 

20 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Clausarum,  vol.  1, 
— continued. 

The  Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle. 

The  Dublin  Castle  Library. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

Lord  Lyndhurst. 

Lord  Wynford. 

1836: 
Feb.  29 

- 

Lord  Denman. 
Lord  Abinger. 

_ 

- ; 

Lord  Devon. 
Sir  E.  Sugden. 

: : 

June  21 

Sir  W.  Follett. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Wylde. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie. 
Sir  W.  Horne. 

Dr.  Lushington. 

March  4 
5 
7 

- 

The  Attorney-General. 
The  Solicitor-General. 
Chief  Justice  Tindal. 

24 

25 
29 

April  14 

- : 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stephens. 
The  Vice-Chancellor. 

_ 

T.  Pemberton,  esq.,  m.  p. 

- 21 

_ 

Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 

- 28 

22 

The  Hon.  Cutlar  Fergusson. 

30 

_ 

A.  H.  Lynch,  esq.,  m.  p. 

- - 

- 

W.  H.  Tancred,  esq.,  m.  p. 
Sir  J.  F.  Pollock. 

_ 

- 27 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. 
Mr.  Justice  Littledale. 
Mr.  Baron  Alderson. 
Horace  Twiss,  esq.,  m.  p. 

May  18 

_ 

Sir  George  Rose. 

I 28 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  Law,  m.  p. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd. 

June  3 

_ 

Dr.  Nicholl,  m.  p. 

9 

_ 

Mr.  Baron  Gurney. 

10 

_ 

Lord  F.  Egerton. 

- - 

_ 

Sir  James  Graham. 

- - 

_ 

Professor  Empson. 

- 

Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse. 

1 1 

Viscount  Morpeth. 

20 

_ 

Lord  Stanley. 

- - 

_ 

Viscount  Howick. 

- - 

_ 

Earl  of  Carlisle. 

- - 

_ 

J.  L.  Knight,  esq. 

- - 

July  1 

Lord  Mahon. 

- 

Baron  Bolland. 

- 21 

The  Taunton  and  Somerset  Institution. 

- 

" 

The  Subscription  Library,  Morpeth. 

: : 

January  a 

Rotuli  Litterarum  Patentium,  vol.  1,  (folio) : 
C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

; : 

12 

Rev.  J.  Hunter. 

- 

- 19 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

- 

21 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

- - 

- . 23 

A.  Owen,  esq. 

- 

C.  Roberts,  esq. 

- - 

February  1 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Sun- 

22 

- 5 

derland. 

The  Subscription  Library,  Royston. 

24 

27 

- - 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

~ - — 

9 

The  Lion.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

- - 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

- 

- 

Sir  Robert  Peel. 

- 

- 

Lord  Viscount  Melbourne. 

- 

n 

The  Burslem  Subscription  Library. 

- 28 

12 

The  Subscription  Library,  York. 

- — 

- 

The  Cathedral  Library,  Lichfield. 

- - 

22 

The  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

— 

25 

Ihe  Alnwick  Library. 

- - 

- 

The  Canterbury  Literary  and  Philosophical 

- 

_ 

Institution. 

The  Penzance  Public  Library. 

_ 

- 

The  Scarborough  Subscription  Library. 

- 

- 27 

iiic  Newark  Stock  Library. 

Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  scut. 


Rotuli  Litterarum  Patentium,  vol.  1, 

— continued. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

Isle  of  Wight  Institution. 

The  Dublin  Library  Society. 

The  Doncaster  Subscription  Library. 

Stroud  Institution. 

Dr.  Plume’s  Library,  Maldon, 

The  Birmingham  Library. 

The  Advocates  Library,  Aberdeen. 
Bolton-le-Moors  Public  Library. 

Belfast  Society  Library. 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - “Madras,  2 copies. 

Dr.  Lingard. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

John  Bruce,  esq. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Montrose  Public  Library. 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

The  Rev.  James  Raine. 

The  Royal  Academy,  Dublin. 

The  Office  of  Ulster  King-at-Arms,  Dublin. 
The  Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle. 

The  Dublin  Castle  Library. 

W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

Sir  E.  Sugden. 

Lord  Lyndhurst. 

Lord  Wynford. 

Lord  Denman. 

Lord  Abinger. 

Lord  Devon. 

Sir  W.  Follett. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Wylde. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie. 

1 Sir  W.  Horne. 

Dr.  Lushington. 

I The  Attorney-General. 

The  Solicitor- General. 

Chief  Justice  Tindal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stephens. 

The  Vice-Chancellor. 

T.  Pemberton,  esq-,  m.  p. 

Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 

The  Hon.  Cutlar  Fergusson. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. 

Mr.  Justice  Littledale. 

Baron  Alderson. 

H.  Twiss,  esq.,  m.  p. 

Sir  George  Rose. 

The  Hon.  C.  Law,  m.  p. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd. 

Dr.  Nicholl,  m.  p. 

Mr.  Baron  Gurney. 

Lord  F.  Egerton. 

Sir  James  Graham. 

Professor  Empson. 

Sir  John  Cam  Hobliouse. 

Viscount  Morpeth. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Viscount  Howick. 

( continued .) 
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Rotuli  Litterarum  Patentium,  vol.  1, 

1836 

— continued. 

June 

28 

Earl  of  Carlisle. 

_ 

- 

J.  L.  Knight,  esq. 

July 

1 

Lord  Mahon. 

Baron  Bolland. 

The  Taunton  and  Somerset  Institution. 

- 

" 

The  Subscription  Library,  Morpeth. 

Privy  Council  Proceedings, 

vols.  1 to  4,  (8vo.) : 

January 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

21 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

A.  Owen,  esq. 

_ 

C.  Roberts,  esq. 

February  1 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Sun- 

derland. 

Sir.  F.  Palgrave. 

* 1 

The  Subscription  Library,  Royston. 

_ 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  Duke  ot  Wellington. 

_ 

Sir  R.  Peel. 

_ 

The  Burslem  Subscription  Library. 

_ 

12 

The  Subscription  Library,  York. 

_ 

George  Baker,  esq. 

The  Cathedral  Library,  Lichfield. 

18 

The  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

The  Alnwick  Subscription  Library. 

Canterbury  Literary  and  Philosophical  Insti- 

tution. 

_ 

The  Penzance  Public  Library. 

The  Newark  Stock  Library. 

The  Scarborough  Subscription  Library. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Institution. 

The  Doncaster  Subscription  Library. 

_ 

Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

_ 

_ 

The  Dublin  Library  Society. 

_ 

The  Greenock  Public  Library. 

_ 

Stroud  Institution. 

_ 

Dr.  Plume’s  Library,  Maldon. 

_ 

_ 

The  Birmingham  Library. 

_ 

The  Advocates  Library,  Aberdeen. 

The  Public  Library,  Bolton-le-Moors. 

_ 

_ 

The  Belfast  Society  Library. 

March 

The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

_ 

Dr.  Lingard. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

_ 

29 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

April 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

28 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

_ 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

_ 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 

Canada. 

_ 

_ 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 

• Canada. 

May 

18 

The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

_ 

_ 

The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

_ 

_ 

The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 

June 

Robert  Benson. 

_ 

Rev.  James  Raine. 

_ 

_ 

John  Gage,  esq. 

_ 

10 

The  Royal  Academy,  Dublin. 

_ 

The  Office  of  Ulster  King-at-Arms,  Dublin. 

The  Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle. 

_ 

The  Dublin  Castle  Library. 

_ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

_ 

20 

Sir  E.  Sugden. 

_ 

! Lord  Lyndhurst. 

- 

- 

j Lord  Wynford. 

DATE. 

Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 

Privy  Council  Proceedings,  vols  1 to  4, 

1836: 

— continued. 

June  20 

Lord  Denman. 

_ _ 

Lord  Abinger. 

_ _ 

Lord  Devon. 

- 21 

Sir  W.  Follett. 

_ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Wylde. 

_ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie. 

_ _ 

Sir  W.  Horne. 

_ 

Dr.  Lushington. 

_ _ 

The  Attorney-General. 

_ _ 

The  Solicitor-General. 

_ _ 1 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal. 

_ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stephens. 

_ _ 

The  Vice-Chancellor. 

_ _ 

Thomas  Pemberton,  esq.,  M.  r. 

_ 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay, 

_ 22 

The  Right  Hon.  R.  C.  Fergusson. 

_ _ 

A.  H.  Lynch,  esq.,  m.  p. 

_ _ 

H.  W.  Tancred,  esq.,  m.  p. 

_ _ 

Sir  J.  F.  Pollock. 

24 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

27 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. 

Mr.  Justice  Littledale. 

_ 

Mr.  Baron  Alderson. 

_ _ 

Horace  Twiss,  esq.,  m.  p. 

_ 

Sir  George  Rose. 

_ _ 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  Law,  m.  p. 

28 

Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd. 

_ _ 

Dr.  Nicholl,  m.  p. 

_ 

Mr.  Baron  Gurney. 

_ _ 

Lord  F.  Egerton. 

_ 

Sir  James  Graham. 

_ 

Professor  Empson. 

29 

Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse. 

Viscount  Morpeth. 

_ _ 

Lord  Stanley. 

_ _ 

Viscount  Howick. 

_ _ 

Earl  of  Carlisle. 

3° 

J.  L.  Knight,  esq. 

July  1 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Mahon. 

4 

Mr.  Baron  Bolland. 

The  Somerset  and  Taunton  Institution. 

" 

The  Subscription  Library,  Morpeth. 

Privy  Council  Proceedings, 

vol.  5,  (8vo.) : 

January  5 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

- 12 

The  Rev.  J.  Hunter. 

_ 

Lord  Brougham. 

_ _ 

H.  Hobhouse,  esq. 

_ 

The  Speaker. 

_ _ 

The  Secretary  of  State. 

_ _ 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

_ 

Mr.  Justice  Park. 

_ 

Lord  Register  of  Scotland. 

_ _ 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

_ _ 

Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart. 

_ 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

_ 

L.  H.  Petit,  esq. 

_ 

The  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

_ _ 

H.  B.  Kerr,  esq. 

_ _ 

H.  Hallam,  esq. 

_ _ 

J.  Allen,  esq. 

_ _ 

Hon.  Thomas  Grenville. 

_ 

Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

_ _ 

The  Hon.  C.  W.  W.Wynn. 

_ 

Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet. 

_ - 

! W.  Brougham,  esq. 

_ _ 

| The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

19 

i The  Library  of  the  House  of  Lords 

| Ditto  - ditto  - House  of  Commons. 

_ _ 

| His.  Majesty’s  Library. 

_ 

j The  State  Paper  Office. 

- ' 

] Westminster  Cathedral. 
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January  19 


_ 16 

- 19 
21 

- 23 
February  1 


9 


12 

13 


25 


- 27 

- 29 


March  4 


- 24 
25 
29 

April  21 

- 28 

- 30 


May  18 


The  Chapter  House. 

The  Augmentation  Office. 

The  Royal  Institution  Library. 

The  Record  Office. 

The  British  Museum. 

The  Royal  Library,  British  Museum. 

The  Inner  Temple  Library. 

The  Middle  Temple  Library. 

Gray’s-Inn  Library. 

Lincoln’s-Inn  Library. 

Rolls  Chapel. 

Doctors’  Commons  Library. 

College  of  Arms  Library. 

The  Antiquarian  Society  Library. 

The  Royal  Society’s  Library. 

The  King’s  College  Library. 

The  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office. 

The  London  Institution  Library. 

The  London  Corporation  Library. 

Sion  College  Library. 

Dr.  Williams’s  Library,  Red-cross-street. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury’s  Library. 

Sir  H.  Nicolas.  6 copies. 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

A.  Owen,  esq. 

C Roberts,  esq. 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Sun- 
derland. 

Sir  F.  Palgrave. 

The  Subscription  Library,  lloyston. 

Joseph  Stevenson,  esq. 

The  Library  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Sir  R.  Peel. 

The  Burslem  Subscription  Library. 

The  York  Subscription  Library. 

George  Baker,  esq. 

The  Cathedral  Library,  Lichfield. 

The  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

The  Alnwick  Subscription  Library. 

Canterbury  Literary  and  Philosophical  Insti- 
j tution. 

Penzance  Public  Subscription  Library. 
Newark  Stock  Library. 

Scarborough  Subscription  Library. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Institution. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

Dublin  Library  Society. 

Greenock  Public  Library. 

Stroud  Institution. 

Dr.  Plume’s  Library,  Maldon. 

The  Birmingham  Library. 

The  Advocates’  Library,  Aberdeen. 

The  Public  Library,  Bolton-le-Moors. 

| Belfast  Library  Society. 

| The  East  India  Company. 

Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 
Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

Dr.  Lingard. 

The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 
Canada. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 
Canada. 

I The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 
The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

The  Montrose  Public  Library. 


DATE. 


Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
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May 

June 


July 


3 

9 


10 


3 

20 


22 


24 

27 


29 


4 


The  Library  of  the  English  College,  Rome. 
W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

R.  Benson,  esq. 

The  Rev.  James  Raine. 

John  Gage,  esq. 

The  Royal  Academy,  Dublin. 

The  Office  of  Ulster  King-at-Arms,  Dublin. 
The  Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle. 

The  Dublin  Castle  Library. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Merewether. 

Sir  E.  Sugden. 

Lord  Lyndhurst. 

Lord  Wynford. 

Lord  Denman. 

Lord  Abinger. 

Lord  Devon. 

Sir  W.  Follett. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Wylde. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Spankie. 

Sir  W.  Horne. 

Dr.  Lusliington.  & 

The  Attorney-General. 

The  Solicitor-General. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stephen. 

The  Vice  Chancellor. 

J.  Pemberton,  esq.,  m.  p. 

Lord  Stuart  de  Rothsay. 

The  Hon.  R.  C.  Fergusson. 

A.  H.  Lynch,  esq.,  m.  p. 

H.  W.  Tancred,  esq.,  m.  p. 

Sir  J.  F.  Pollock. 

J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. 

Mr.  Justice  Littledale. 

Mr.  Baron  Alderson. 

Horace  Twiss,  esq.,  m.  p. 

Sir  George  Rose. 

The  Hon.  C.  Law,  m.  p. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd. 

Dr.  Nicholl,  m.  p. 

Mr.  Baron  Gurney. 

Lord  F.  Egerton. 

Sir  James  Graham. 

Professor  Empson. 

Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse. 

Viscount  Morpeth. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Viscount  Howick. 

Earl  of  Carlisle. 

J,  L.  Knight,  esq. 

Lord  Mahon. 

Baron  Bolland. 

Somerset  and  Taunton  Institution. 

The  Subscription  Library,  Morpeth. 


Fines  sive  Pedes  Finium,  vol.  X ; Rot. 
Normannire,  vol.  1 ; Excerpta,  vol.  1 ; 
Introduction  to  Domesday,  and  Indices, 
vols.  x & 2 ; and,  Rot.  Cur.  Regis, 
vols.  x & 2 (8vo.)  : 


January  5 

- x 2 
19 

- 21 
23 

February  x 
5 
9 


C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

Rev.  J.  Hunter. 

The  Hon.  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

A.  Owen,  esq. 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Sun- 
derland. 

The  Subscription  Library,  Royston. 

The  Grand  Ducal  library,  Baden. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Viscount  Melbourne. 

( continued ) 
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Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  or 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 


Fines.  Rot.  Normannise.  Excerpta.  Introd. 
to  Domesday  & Rot.  Cur.  Regis. — contd. 


Fines.  Rot.  Normannias.  Excerpta.  Introd 
to  Domesday,  & Rot.  Cur.  Regis .~eonld  r°  ’ 


ry  9 Sir  R.  Peel. 

1 1 The  Burslem  Subscription  Library. 

12  The  York  Subscription  Library- 

13  George  Baker,  esq. 

- The  Cathedral  Library,  Lichfield. 

22  The  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

25  The  Alnwick  Subscription  Library. 

29  The  Doncaster  Subscription  Library. 

_ The  Newark  Stock  Library. 

_ The  Isle  of  Wight  Institution. 

_ The  Canterbury  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society. 

- The  Penzance  Subscription  Library. 

The  Scarborough  Subscription  Library. 

_ Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

_ Dublin  Library  Society. 

_ The  Greenock  Public  Library. 

_ Stroud  Institution. 

_ Dr.  Plume’s  Library,  Maldon, 

- The  Birmingham  Library. 

_ The  Advocates’  Library,  Aberdeen. 

- The  Public  Library,  Bolton-Le-Maors. 

The  Belfast  Society. 


1836:  to  Domesday,  & 

June  24  J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 


27  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. 

- Mr.  Justice  Littledale. 

- Mr,  Baron  Alderson. 

- Horace  Twiss,  esq.,  M.  I’. 

_ Sir  George  Rose. 

- The  Hon.  C.  Law,  m.  p. 

- Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd. 

- Lord  F.  Egerton. 

- Sir  James  Graham. 

- Professor  Empson. 

_ Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse. 

- Dr.  Nicholl,  m.  p. 

_ Mr.  Baron  Gurney. 

29  Viscount  Morpeth. 

Lord  Stanley. 

- Viscount  Howick. 

- The  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

30  ,J.  L.  Knight,  esq. 

X Lord  Mahon. 

4 Baron  Boiland. 

- The  Taunton  and  Somerset  Institution. 

- The  Subscription  Library,  Morpeth. 


4 The  East  India  Company. 

5 Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

7 Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

_ Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

24  Dr.  Lingard. 

25  The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

28  The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh. 


Rot,  de  Oblatis,  (8yo). 


April  ax  The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

„ 28  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

_ 30  The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

_ - The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 

Canada. 

_ _ The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 

Canada. 

May  18  The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

_ _ The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

_ The  Public  Library,  Montrose. 

20  The  English  College,  Rome. 


q R.  Benson,  esq. 

_ Tire  Rev.  J.  Raine. 


_ John  Gage,  esq. 

10  The  Royal  Academy,  Dublin. 

_ The  Office  of  Ulster  King-at-  Arms,  Dublin. 

- The  Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle. 

_ The  Dublin  Castle  Library. 

xi  W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

.3  Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

20  Sir  E.  Sugden. 

- Lord  Lyndhurst. 

- Lord  Wynford. 


Lord  Denman. 

Lord  Abinger. 

Lord  Devon. 

Sir  W.  Follett. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Wylde. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie. 

Sir  W.  Home. 

Dr.  Lushington. 

The  Attorney-General. 

The  Solicitor-General. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stephens. 

The  Vice-Chancellor. 

Thomas  Pemberton,  esq.,  M.  P. 
Lord  Stuart  de  Rothsay. 

The  Hon.  R.  C.  Fergusson. 

A.  H.  Lynch,  esq.,  M.  P. 

II.  W.  Tancred,  esq,  m.f. 

Sir  J.  F.  Pollock. 


January  5 C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

- 10  Rev.  J.  Hunter. 

- 11  Lord  Brougham. 

_ _ H.  C.  Hobhouse,  eeq. 

_ _ The  Speaker. 

- The  Secretary  of  State. 

_ The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

_ — The  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

- - Mr.  Justice  Park. 

_ _ The  Lord  Registrar  of  Scotland. 

- The  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

_ — Sir  R.  H.  Inglis. 

_ The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

_ - L.  H.  Petit,  esq. 

- The  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

— II.  B.  Kerr,  esq. 

- II.  Hallam,  esq. 

_ _ John  Allen,  esq. 

_ _ Hon.  Thomas  Grenville. 

_ Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

- Hon  C.  W.  W.  Wynn. 

- Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet. 

_ _ W.  Brougham,  esq. 

- 15  The  Library  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

„ _ Ditto  - - - - House  of  Commons. 

- His  Majesty’s  Library. 

- The  State-Paper  Office. 

_ The  Cathedral.  Westminster. 

- The  Chapter-House. 

_ The  Augmentation  Office. 

- The  Royal  Institution. 

- The  Record  Office,  Tower. 

- - The  British  Museum. 

_ _ The  Royal  Library,  British  Museum. 

- - The  Library  of  the  Inner  Temple. 

_ Ditto  - - - - Middle  Temple. 

- Ditto  - - - - Gray’s-Inn. 

- - Ditto  - - - - Lincoln’s-Inn. 

_ _ The  Rolls  Chapel. 

_ _ The  Library  of  Doctors’  Commons. 


- College  of  Arms. 

- Society  of  Antiquarians. 

- Royal  Society. 

- King’s  College. 

- Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

- London  Institution. 

- Corporation  of  London. 
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Rot.  de  Oblatis.— continued. 

The  Library  of  Sion  College. 

Dr.  Williams’s  Library,  Red- cross-street. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury’s  Library. 

The  Honourable  Spring  Rice. 

The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

A . Owen,  esq. 

T.  D.  Hardy,  esq. 

C.  Roberts,  esq. 

The  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Sun- 
derland. 

The  Subscription  Library,  Royston. 

Mr.  Stevenson. 

Lord  Melbourne. 

The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Baden. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  Goulburn. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Sir  Robert  Peel. 

The  Burslem  Subscription  Library. 

The  York  Subscription  Library. 

George  Balter,  esq. 

The  Cathedral  Library,  Lichfield. 

The  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

The  Alnwick  Subscription  Library. 

The  Newark  Stock  Library. 

The  Doncaster  Subscription  Library. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Institution. 

The  Canterbury  Literary  and  Philosophical 
. Society. 

The  Penzance  Public  Library. 

The  Scarborough  Public  Library. 

The  Devon  and  Exeter  Institution. 

The  Dublin  Library  Society. 

The  Greenock  Public  Library. 

The  Stroud  Institution. 

Dr.  Plume’s  Library,  Maldon. 

) 'Flic  Birmingham  Library. 

- The  Advocates’  Library,  Aberdeen. 

- The  Public  Library,  Bolton-le-Moors. 

- The  Belfast  Society. 

|.  The  East  India  Company. 

5 Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal  , 3 copies, 

7 Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

- Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

|.  Dr.  Lingard. 

5 The  Library  of  the  College,  Homerton. 

5 The  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh, 
i The  Grand  Ducal  Library,  Darmstadt. 

3 His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

3 The  Royal  Library,  St.  Lucia. 

- The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Upper 

Canada. 

- The  Library  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Lower 

Canada. 

8 The  Library  of  Waterville  College,  Maine. 

- The  Public  Library,  Lincoln. 

- The  Public  Library,  Montrose, 
o The  English  College,  Rome. 

9 R.  Benson,  esq. 

- The  Rev.  J.  Raine. 

- John  Gage,  esq. 

0 The  Royal  Academy,  Dublin. 

- The  Office  of  Ulster,  King-at-Arms,  Dublin. 

- The  Record  Tower,  Dublin  Castle- 

- The  Dublin  Castle  Library. 

1 W.  H.  Black,  esq. 

3 Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 
o Sir  E.  Sugden. 

- Lord  Lyndhurst. 

- Lord  Wynford. 

- Lord  Denman. 

- I Lord  Abinger. 

Lord  Devon. 

- Sir  W Follett. 


1836  : Rot.  de  Oblatis. — continued. 

June  20  Mr.  Serjeant  Wylde. 

- - Mr.  Serjeant  Spankie. 

_ _ Sir  W.  Horne. 

- - Dr.  Lushington. 

_ _ The  Attorney-General. 

- 2 1 The  Solicitor-General. 

- - Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal. 

- - Mr.  Serjeant  Stephen. 

- — The  Vice-Chancellor. 

- Thomas. Pemberton,  esq.,  m.p. 

- - Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 

- The  Hon.  II.  C.  Fergusson. 

- A.  H.  Lynch,  esq.,  m.p. 

- - H.  W.  Tancred,  esq.,  M.  p. 

- Sir  J.  F.  Pollock. 

- 24  J.  S.  Brewer,  esq. 

27  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge. 

- Mr.  Justice  Littledale. 

- - Baron  Alderson. 

- - Horace  Twiss,  esq.,  m.  p. 

- Sir  George  Rose. 

- - Hon.  C.  Law,  m.  p. 

28  Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd. 

- - Dr.  Nicholl,  m.  p. 

- - Mr.  Baron  Gurney. 

- Lord  F.  Egerton. 

, - - Sir  James  Graham. 

- - Professor  Empson. 

. June  9 Sir  J.  C..  Hobhouse. 

- - Viscount  Morpeth. 

- - Lord  Stanley. 

- - Viscount  Howick. 

- - Earl  of  Carlisle. 

- 30  j J.  L.  Knight,  esq. 

July  l Lord  Mahon. 

4 Baron  Bolland. 

- - The  Somerset  and  Taunton  Institution. 

- - The  Subscription  Library,  Morpeth. 

Rotuli  Selecti,  (8vo). 

January  5 C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

- 19  The  Honourable  Spring  Rice. 

21  The  Supreme  Court,  Island  of  Mauritius. 

- 23  A.  Owen,  esq. 

February  9 The  Hon.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

- - The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

- - Sir  R.  Peel. 

- 13  G.  Baker,  esq. 

March  4 The  East  India  Company. 

- Ditto  - for  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  3 copies. 

- Ditto  - - ditto  - - Bombay,  2 copies. 

- Ditto  - - ditto  - - Madras,  2 copies. 

- 28  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

Description  of  the  Patent  Rolls,  (8vo). 
January  2 C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.,  2 copies. 

- 5 Ditto  - - - - a copies. 

- 1 2 The  Rev.  J.  Hunter. 

- C.  P.  Cooper,  esq. 

- - Lord  Brougham. 

- — H.  Hobhouse,  esq. 

- - The  Speaker. 

- — The  Secretary  of  State. 

- - The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

- - The  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

- - Mr.  Justice  Parke. 

- - The  Lord  Registrar  of  Scotland. 

- - The  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

- - Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart. 

_ _ The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

_ _ L.  H.  Petit,  esq. 

_ - II.  liallam,  esq. 
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Description  of  the  Patent  Rolls.— continued. 
John  Allen,  esq. 

Honourable  Thomas  Grenville. 

Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

C.  W.  W.  Wynne,  esq. 

Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet. 

W.  Brougham,  esq. 

The  Library  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Ditto  - - - House  of  Commons. 

His  Majesty’s  Library. 

The  State-Paper  Office. 

The  Cathedral,  Westminster. 

The  Chapter-House. 

The  Augmentation  Office 
The  Royal  Institution. 

The  Record  Office,  Tower 
The  British  Museum. 

The  Royal  Library,  British  Museum. 


1836: 
January  1 2 


Titles  of  the  Works,  and  Names  of  Individuals  01 
Public  Bodies  to  whom  Works  sent. 


Description  of  the  Patent  Rolls continued. 

The  Library  of  King’s  College. 

Ditto  - - Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

Ditto  - - London  Institution. 


Corporation  of  London. 
Sion  College. 


Ditto 
Ditto 

Dr.  Williams’s  Library,  Red-cross-street. 
The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury’s  Library." 
The  Hon.  T.  Spring  Rice. 

A.  Owen,  esq. 

T.  D.  Hardy,  esq. 

C.  Roberts,  esq. 

Lord  Melbourne. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Sir  Robert  Peel. 

George  Baker,  esq. 


- The  Library  of  the  Inner  Temple. 

- Ditto  - - - - Middle  Temple. 

- Ditto  - - - - Gray’s-Inn. 

- Ditto  • - - - Lincoln’s-Inn. 

- The  Roils  Chapel. 

- The  Library  of  Doctors’  Commons. 


April 

May 


June 


28 

3 

9 


His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Merewether. 

R.  Benson,  esq. 

The  Rev.  James  Raine. 


22  The  Hon.  R.  C.  Fergusson. 
- A.  H.  Lynch,  esq.,  M.  p. 


- Ditto  - - College  of  Arms. 

- Ditto  - - Society  of  Antiquaries. 

- Ditto  - - Royal  Society. 


- H.  W.  Tancred,  esq.,  m.  p. 

- Sir  J.  F.  Pollock. 


His  Majesty’s  Printing  Office,") 
16  July  1836.  j 


Eyre  fy  Spottiswoode. 
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PAPERS  DELIVERED  TO  THE  COMMITTEE,  FROM  THE  TREASURY, 
RELATING  TO  THE  FINANCIAL  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


Appendix  (D.) 


No.  x. 

Resolution  appoint- 
ing a Committee. 


— No.  1.— 

COPY  of  Resolution  appointing  the  Committee  on  the  Pecuniary  Affairs  of 
the  Commission. 

17  December  1835. 

Present, — His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; the  Right  honourable  Lord 
Brougham;  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department;  the 
Right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  the  Right  honourable  Mr.  Justice 
Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart..,  M.  P. ; L.  H.  Petit,  esq.;  H.  B.  Ker,  esq.;  Henry 
Ilallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.;  E.  V.  Utterson,  esq. ; William 
Brougham,  esq. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  stated  that  it  appeared  from  the  accounts 
forwarded  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that  there  was,  on  the  12th  March  1835,  a sum 
of  nearly  5,000  l.  due  to  the  bankers  and  the  secretary,  and  the  secretary  stating  that, 
notwithstanding  the  receipt  of  the  last  grant,  the  existing  debt  was  of  a larger  amount ; 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to 
a letter  addressed  to  the  Board  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  month 
of  July  1834,  and  the  secretary  stating,  that  although  many  of  the  suggestions  contained 
in  that  letter  would  be  found  to  be  adopted  in  the  accounts  of  the  year  succeeding  July 
1834,  and  which  began  12th  March  1835,  yet  that  other  suggestions  could  not  be  adopted 
by  reason  of  the  large  debt  incurred  by  the  Board,  and  wholly  arising  out  of  the  liabilities 
of  the  former  Board,  which  it  had  discharged,  and  that  there  were,  in  his  judgment,  other 
grave  defects  in  the  system  under  which  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Commission  were 
carried  on,  which,  from  the  same  cause,  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  remedy ; — 

Itwas  ordered, that  the  Right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Brougham 
and  Mr.  Protheroe,  do  form  a committee,  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  above-men- 
tioned matters. 
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— No.  2. — Appendix  (D.) 

EXTRACT  from  Minute-book,  as  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  the  No.  2. 

Pecuniary  Affairs  of  the  Board.  Extracts  from 

At  a Committee  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  (Committee 

upon  the  state  of  the  Finances  and  Accounts  of  the  Board)  meeting  held  at  the  

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer’s  house,  Downing-street,  on  Tuesday  the  22d  day  of 
December  1835. 

Present; — -The  Right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ; William  Brougham,  esq. 

The  secretary  attended  the  Committee,  and  stated  in  detail  the  debts  and  liabilities  of 
the  old  and  new  Boards  ; the  secretary  also  stated  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  him 
from  the  importunities  of  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  calling  upon  him  to  make 
advances  on  account,  applications  which  he  had  much  difficulty  in  refusing,  from  the  know- 
ledge which  such  persons  had  that  his  signature  to  cheques  was  alone  required. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  undertook  to  prepare  a report  to  the  Board,  and  to 
forward  it  to  Mr.  Brougham  and  Mr.  Protheroe,  for  their  approbation  and  signature. 

N.  B.  On  Saturday  the  26th  December,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Forshall,  the  secretary  of  the  British 
Museum,  together  with  the  accountant  of  that  institution,  attended  at  the  house  of  the 
Chancellor  <?f  the  Exchequer,  in  Downing-street,  and  exhibited  to  the  secretary  the  account- 
books,  cheque-books,  and  different  papers  and  documents,  connected  with  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts  and  carrying  on  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Museum. 


SUGGESTIONS  for  the  consideration  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer,  of  the  heads  under  which  the  Expenditure  of  the  Record  Board  should  SuggeJ^-fijr 


for  the  future  be  arranged. 


consideration  of 


(A.)  Sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Public  Records  in  the  Augmen-  the  Chancellor  of 
tation  Office,  King’s  Remembrancer's  Office,  Rolls  Chapel  and  other  Repositories:  Exchequer. 

1.  Wages  of  workmen  employed.  , 

2.  Materials,  parchment,  vellum,  paper  of  different  kinds,  sponge,  soap,  tape,  thread, 

bags,  woollen  and  linen  cloths,  8tc.,  presses,  tools,  &c. 

3.  Bills  for  binding.  , , ... 

4.  Bills  for  chests,  boxes,  articles  of  furniture  ; also  bricklayers  and  carpenters  bills, 

if  any  more  should  occur. 

5.  Coals,  wood,  &c. 

(B.)  Printing  of  the  Public  Records : 

1.  King’s  printer’s  bills,  for  printing  and  paper  only. 

2.  Any  other  printers’  bills. 

(C.)  Transcription : 

1 . The  salaries  of  clerks  employed  in  copying : 

2.  The  sums  paid  to  persons  not  having  salaries  ; stating  the  copies  made,  the  length 

and  rate  per  folio.  . ,,  . T n 

3.  A distinct  account  of  the  sums  paid  for  searches  and  transcripts  at  Pans,  Lille, 

Konigsberg,  Rome,  Lisbon,  and  elsewhere  abroad. 

(D.)  Compilation  (of  Catalogues,  &c.) : 

1.  Libraries  of  the  persons,  if  any,  exclusively  employed  in  this  work. 

2.  A statement  of  the  sums  paid  to  persons  having  no  salaries. 

(E.)  Salaries  and  other  Remuneration  of  the  Sub-commissioners  Editors,  Sub-editors  and 
other  persons  in  the.  employ  of  the  Board,  not  comprehended  under  any  of  the  fore- 
going heads. 

(F.)  Bills  for  Books,  with  an  explanation  for  what  particular  object  the  same  are  pur- 
chased. . 

(G.)  Expenses  attending  the  distribution  of  the  Publications  of  the  Board  to  Libraries  and- 
other  Repositories  at  home  and  abroad;  as  binding,  printing  the  names  of  such 
libraries  and  repositories  on  the  reverse  of  the  title-page  of  each  volume;  packing- 
cases,  packing,  carriage,  porterage,  postage  and  other  charges. 

[These  expenses  have  hitherto  formed  part  of  the  King  s printer  s bills  for  printing 
and  paper.] 

(H.)  Stationer’s  Bills  for  Copying,  as  Returns  to  Parliament,  fcc. 

(I.)  Rent  of  Rooms  and  Incidental  Expenses  there. 

(J.)  Postage,  Porterage,  Coach-hire,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  each. 

(K.)  A separate  head  for  each  printed  volume,  exhibiting  the  exact  cost  for  transenptron 
compilation,  whether  of  text  or  indexes,  authorship,  edrtorship,  printing,  paper,  &c. 

New  Boswell-court,  "1  (signed)  C.  P.  Cooper. 

14  Jan.  1836.  J 


o-33’ 
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— No.  4.  — 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  accounts  of  the  Record  Commissioners  have 
examined  into  the  same,  in  conjunction  with  the  Treasury  auditors,  and  have  agreed  on  the 
following  Report:  . 

The  present  accounts  are  entered  in  two  books,  into  which  all  entries  of  disbursements 
are  made  chronologically ; the  one  a general  account,  and  the  other  a petty  cash  account. 
The  distinction  between  these  two  accounts  is  merely  regulated  by  the  fact,  whether  the 
payments  are  made  by  the  secretary  or  by  his  clerk : in  the  latter  case,  the  sums  issued 
are  placed  to  the  account  of  petty  cash. 

All  disbursements  are  made  by  the  secretary  or  his  clerk.  The  accounts  are  submitted 
to  auditors,  named  by  the  Commissioners  from  their  own  body ; and  when  considered,  are 
signed  by  them,  after  an  inspection  of  the  vouchers.  The  authority  for  the  payment  is 
attested  by  a quorum  Commissioner ; and  the  whole  are  biennially  rendered  to  the  Treasury 
auditors,  who  report  thereon. 

All  payments  are  directed  by  cheques,  signed  singly  by  the  secretary.  The  grant  is  paid 
in  to  a private  banker,  from  whom  advances  are  made  in  anticipation  of  the  Parliamentary 
vote,  interest  at  4 1.  per  cent,  being  charged  on  such  advances. 

Prior  to  1834  advances  were  also  obtained  from  the  King’s  printer  for  the 

service  of  the  Commission,  on  which  advances  interest,  at  5 1.  per  cent.,  was  charged.  This 
part  of  the  system  has  been  abandoned,  by  desire  of  the  Treasury,,  signified  in  an  official 
letter,  dated  22  July  1834.  That  letter  contained  several  other  suggestions  in  respect  to 
alterations  in  the  financial  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Commission ; but  as  it  was 
received  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  it  has  not  been  as  yet  carried  into  practical  effect. 

Your  Committee  consider  this  entire  system  of  disbursement  and  of  account  to  be  capable 
of  considerable  improvement,  and  they  submit  the  following  observations  to  the  Board  : 

They  conceive  that  the  audit  of  these  accounts  should  hereafter  take  place  at  the  Treasury, 
not  biennially,  but  once  every  year ; and  that  the  letters  of  the  Treasury,  founded  on  the 
reports  of  the  auditors,  be  entered  in  the  Agenda,  and  specifically  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  next  board. 

They  recommend  that  hereafter  the  Parliamentary  grant,  as  well  as  all  other  receipts, 
should  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England,  to  the  credit  of  the  Record  Commission,  to  be 
drawn  out  on  cheques,  signed  by  three  Commissioners,  at  a Board  meeting,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  secretary,  and  stating  the  name  of  the  party  to  whom  each  check  is  payable 
and  the  service  for  which  it  is  due. 

Your  Committee  recommend,  that  in  addition  to  the  accounts  now  kept  of  the  cash  dis- 
bursements, there  should  also  be  made  out  a regular  analytical  account,  under  the  following 
heads : 

1 . Cleaning  and  arranging  of  Records. 

2.  Salaries  and  other  Expenses  in  transcribing. 

3.  Foreign  Expenditure. 

4.  Compiling  Catalogues. 

5.  Stationery. 

6.  Printing. 

7.  Bookbinding. 

8.  Purchase  of  Books. 

9.  Salaries  and  Wages. 

10.  Repairs,  Chests,  Furniture. 

11.  Rent,  Coals,  Candles,  Soap,  and  other  Necessaries. 

12.  Coach-hire. 

13.  Porterage. 

14.  Postage. 

From  the  above  heads  it  is  proposed  that  accounts  should  be  also  kept  of, 

1st.  The  expense  attending  presentation  copies. 

And  also  that  a separate  account  should  be  opened  for  all  the  principal  works  carrying  on  by 
authority  of  the  Commissioners,  in  order  to  show  the  amount  expended  on  each  publication. 

The  amount  now  included  under  the  head  of  Petty  Cash  appears  to  your  Committee  far 
too  great,  and  regulated  upon  a very  defective  principle.  All  wages  and  salaries  should  be 
brought  into  the  principal  account-under  their  respective  heads,  and  also  all  payments  for 
stationery,  binding,  and  purchase  of  books.  . 

Your  Committee  consider  that  entries  of  payments  on  account  create  great  confusion  and 
uncertainty.  So  far  as  is  possible  payments  should  be  made  in  full,  and  when  this  cannot 
be  effected,  that  payments  should  clear  the  accounts  to  a given  day,  and  should  set  forth 
how  much  remains  due  to  the  day  of  payment. 

Your  Committee  consider  that  much  complexity  will  be  avoided  if  one  account  with  a 
single  bookseller  be  substituted  for  the  many  accounts  now  subsisting.  All  stationery,  and 
everything  that  can  be  procured  through  the  Stationery-office,  being  ordered  from  thence, 
and  all  the  printers’  bills  being  regularly  submitted  to  the  comptroller  before  payment. 

Your  Committee  regret  to  say  mat  some  difficulties  will  be  found  to  exist,  and  to  impede 
the' immediate  execution  of  these  necessary  changes,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  debt, 
amounting  to  21,822/.,  to  which  the  Board  is  stated  by  the  secretary  to  be  liable.  This  sum 
amounts  to  two  years’  ordinary  income  of  the  Board,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  incurred  in 
consequence  of  the  payment  of  a similar  sum  for  the  old  Board.  How  much  may  be  due  for 
wages  and  salaries,  and  what  may  be  the  expenditure  for  the  next  quarter,  has  not  been  stated. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


831 


But  it  appears  of  the  most  urgent  necessity  that  these  accounts  should  be  forthwith  made 
out  in  order  that  the  opinion  of  the  Treasury  may  be  taken  thereon,  previous  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary estimate,  as  your  Committee  consider  it  wholly  inexpedient  that  the  present  system 
of  debt  and  deferred  payment  should  be  persevered  in,  by  which  the  Parliamentary  vote  is 
constantly  exceeded,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  House  of  Commons  or  the  authority  of 
the  Treasury.  _ . 

The  Committee  annex  to  their  Report  a more  particular  statement  which  they  have 
received  from  Mr.  Cooper  since  his  verbal  communication  to  them,  on  the  subject  of  the 
actual  amount  of  the  old  and  the  present  debt ; and  they  also  annex  a memorandum  which 
they  have  received  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Forshall  (the  Secretary  to  the  British  Museum) 
describing  the  regulations  observed  in  the  management  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of 
that  establishment. 

(signed)  T.  Spring  Rice. 

W.  Brougham. 

Edward  Protheroe. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT. 

The  amount  of  the  dobt6  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Commission  left  unpaid  was 
Of  which  there  has  been  liquidated  by  the  present  Commission  - 

Leaving  a balance  still  unpaid  off  - 


£.  s.  d. 
25,008  7 2 
20,353  13  8 


4,654  13  6 


That  die  debt  incurred  by  the  present  Commission  may  be  estimated  as  follows ; viz. 


Loan  from  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswood 
Bills  for  new  works  completed  - 
Expenses  on  account  of  presentation  copies  - 
Due  to  the  banker  and  secretary,  about 


- £.  3,000  - - 

- 3,361  16  6 

1,806  3 10 

8,000  - - 


For  ordinary  expenses  to  5th  April  1 836 


16,168 

1,000 


4 


— . 17,168  - 4 
£.  21,822  13  10 


New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

Sir,  11  January  1836. 

I have  die  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information  a statement  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the 
former  Record  Commission  which  nave  been  paid  and  satisfied  by  the  new  Board,  as  ako  of  the 
debts  of  the  old  Board  Btill  unpaid.  The  former  amount  to  20,353/.  13  s.  8 d.,  the  latter  to 


4,654/.  13  s.  6 d.  The  items  will  appear  more  fully  by  the  Returns. 

The  Debts  of  the  New  Board  are  as  follows : £.  s.  d. 

Money  borrowed  from  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswood  • 3,000  - - 

Bills  for  new  works  completed,  printing  and  paper  -----  3,361  j6  6 

Bills  for  binding,  postage,  and  other  expenses  attending  the  presentation  of 
the  publications  of  the  Board,  in  His  Majesty !6  name,  to  different  libraries, 
and  other  repositories  at  home  and  abroad  ------  1,806  3 10 

Due  to  the  bankers  and  secretary,  about  -------  8,000  - - 


I have  stated  this  last  amount  as  about  8,000/.,  as  the  accounts  subsequent  to  the  12th  March 
last  have  not  been  audited,  nor  have  they  been  examined  by  any  person  conversant  with  such  mat- 
ters, or  regularly  balanced. 

I trust  that  I shall  be  able  to  forward  the  Returns  to  the  Treasury  in  the  course  of  a few  days. 
The  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  my  bringing  them  down  to  the  31st  December,  as  well  as  by  the 
endeavour  to  classify  the  items,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  cost  and  expenses  of  the  different  works  and 
operations. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  What  sum  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  necessary  outgoings  from  the  pre- 
sent period  to  the  1st  April  ? I conceive  that  the  sum  of  1,000  /.  would  be  ample.  In  this  calculation 
1 comprise  some  few  salaries,  payable  quarterly,  that  will  not  become  due  until  Lady-day,  and  any 
trifling  delay  in  the  payment  of  which  would  be  a great  inconvenience  to  the  parties. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

The  Right  Hon.  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  C.  P.  Cooper. 


Debts  and  Liabilities  of  the  Old  Commission  which  have  been  Paid  and  satisfied  by  the 
New  Board. 


183! 

: Aug.  - 

- 

Aug.  27 

Aug.  29 

— 

Sept.  1 

— 

Nov.  30 

— 

Dec.  22 

— 

Dec.  28 

— 

Dec.  29 

°-33- 

Paid  King’s  printer  ------- 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account  of  salary,  as  secretary  to  the  late 
Commission  - --  --  --  -- 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account,  for  the  reparation  of  the  public 
records  - --  --  --  --  - 

Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  editor  of  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle 
Paid  Francis  Palgrave,  esq.  editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs  - 
Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  - --  --  --  - 

Paid  '1'.  Thomson,  esq.  for  disbursements,  &c.  &c.  at  Edinburgh 
Paid  A.  Owen,  esq.  editor  of  Welsh  Chronicles 
Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  bookbinders’  bills  ~ 

5 M 4 


£.  «.  d. 

2,929  13  10 

210  - - 

200  - - 
125  - - 

1,588  3 4 

125  - — 
2,912  - - 
50  - - 
87  11  6 

( continued ) 
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1832;  Feb.  6 
— Feb.  28 
— May  10 
— June  1 
— June  2 


— June  4 

— June  9 

— June  19 

— June  22 

— July  10 

— July  13 

— July  18 


— July  28 

— Aug.  10 


— Aug.  17 
— Aug.  22 
— Nov.  23 
— Dec.  8 
1 833 : Mar.  2 


— Mar.  30 
— April  2 
— Sept.  25 

— Dec.  19 
1834:  Jan.  2 

— Mar.  29 

— Apr.  24 

— June  25 

— July  3 
— Aug.  5 

— Sept.  8 

— Sept.  12 
— Sept.  26 


— » Sept.  7 


Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account,  for  reparation  of  records 
Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  - --  - - --  - 

Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  - --  --  --  - 

Paid  Mr.  Palmer  for  Index  to  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem 
Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  -------- 

Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  for  travelling  expenses  - 

Paid  King’s  printer  on  account  ------ 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  arrears  due  to  him  for  services  on  the  Valor 
Ecclesiasticus  ------ 

Paid  Mr.  Lemon  for  transcribing  and  collating  documents 
Paid  Mr.  Palgrave,  as  per  account  - 
Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  bookbinders’  bills  - - - - • 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  reparation  of  records  - - - - 

Paid  Hodgson  for  transcripts  - - - - - - 

Paid  F.  Holbrooke,  esq.  for  his  services  as  sub-commissioner, 
from  March  25,  1830,  to  March  25,  1831  - - - - 

Paid  Mr.  Minchin,  executrix  of  W.  Minchin,  esq.  deceased,  for 
arrears  due  to  the  estate  of  the  said  William  Minchin,  in 
respect  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  - 
Paid  Mr.  Caley  on  account,  for  reparation  of  public  records  - 
Paid  Leaver  for  copying  proceedings  of  Mr.  Bayley’s  committee, 
&c.  &c.,  as  per  account  ------- 

Paid  Williams  for  copying  ditto,  &c.  &c.,  as  per  account 
Paid  Mr.  Bayleyfor  Chancery  proceedings,  temp.  Elizabeth  - 
Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  - --  --  --  - 

Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  - --  --  --  - 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  for  binding  and  repairing  the  records 
Paid  R.  Price,  esq.  - - - 

Paid  Messrs.  Roworth  for  printing  various  reports  and  papers 
relative  to  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Calendars  of  proceed- 
ings in  Chancery  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
Paid  for  copying  various  reports,  accounts  and  papers,  for  the 
most  part  relating  to  the  Parliamentary  Writs  and  Calendars 
of  Chancery  proceedings. 

[The  amount  cannot  be  exactly  ascertained.] 

Paid  Mr.  Petrie  on  account  of  collection  of  materials  for  the 
History  of  Britain  - - - - * 

Paid  Mr.  Frederick  Devon  for  Index  to  an  unfinished  volume 
of  the  Fcedera 

Paid  A.  Owen,  esq.  - - - - * " 

Paid  Mr.  William  Hardy  on  account  of  the  unfinished  volume 

of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records 

Paid  Mr.  Caley  - 

Paid  Trickett  for  binding  ------- 

Paid  King’s  printers  for  balance  of  a bill  for  work  done  under 
old  Commission  - - - - - " " 

Ditto  - - ditto  for  printing  volume  of  Calendars  of  Chancery 
Proceedings,  left  unfinished  by  the  former  Board 
Paid  Mr.  Petrie  on  account  of  the  collection  of  materials  for 
the  History  of  Britain  - - - - - 

Paid  Mr.  William  Hardy  on  account  of  an  unfinished  volume 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  - - 

Paid  Mr.  Robert  Lemon  for  Indexes  to  the  sixth  volume  of 
the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  ------- 

Paid  Miss  Caley,  executrix  of  Mr.  Caley  - - - - 

Paid  Miss  Caley  balance  due  to  Mr.  Caley ’s  estate,  for  binding 
records  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~„ 

Paid  Mr.  William  Hardy  on  account  of  the  third  volume  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  - 
Paid  Cox  for  Index  to  Records  at  Augmentation  Office  - 
Paid  Messrs.  Roworth  for  printing  different  letters,  reports,  &c. 
upon  the  Chancery  Calendars  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  upon  the  Parliamentary  Writs  - - 

Paid  for  transcribing  different  bills,  memorials,  letters,  reports 
and  other  papers,  mostly  concerning  the  publication  of  the 
Parliamentary  Writs  and  the  Chancery  Proceedings  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

[The  amount  cannot  be  stated.] 

Paid  Trickett  for  binding,  under  Mr.  Caley’s  direction. 

Paid  Messrs.  Roworth  & Son  for  printing  papers  relative  to  the 
case  of  Robert  Pitcairn,  esq.  writer  to  the  signet,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  former  Board  - - - - - 

Paid  for  copying  various  documents  and  papers  relative  to  Mr. 
Pitcairn’s  case. 

[The  sum  cannot  be  ascertained.] 

Paid  Mr.  William  Hardy  balance  in  respect  of  an  unfinished 
volume  of  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  - 
Paid  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Minchin  for  an  unfinished  volume 
of  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records  ------ 


75 

177 


262  10 
42  15 
1,302  19 
93  8 
127  1 
20  - 


125  _ _ 
125  - _ 
207  18  2 


1,0( 


56  3 3 


28  3 - 

31  10  - 
250  - - 

.50  - - 

109  1 6 

289  19  - 

481  3 - 

16  15  - 

50  - - 

373  16  - 
500  - - 

123  5 8 

50  - - 
105  - - 

89  4 £ 


21  13  - 
31  5 6 


358  9 11 
29  10  9 
20,353  13  8 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION. 


833 


Debts  of  the  Old  Board  still  Unpaid. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  vol.  6,  printing  and  paper  ------ 

Introduction  to  ditto  - - - -'  - 

ftedera  Conventiones,  printing  and  paper,  &c.,  an  unfinished  volume  - - - 

National  Historians,  printing  and  paper  - --  --  --  - 

Ditto  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

Ditto  - - - ' - " 

Ditto  - - _ - - - • - - - - 

Parliamentary  Writs  and  Writs  of  Miiitaiy  Service,  printing  and  paper 

Calendar  of  records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  printing  and  paper  - - - 

Ditto  ------ - - - 

Remuneration  awarded  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  day  of 

1835  to  Mr.  Robert  Pitcairn,  for  services  performed  during  several  years  at  the 
General  Register  House,  Edinburgh  -------- 


Actual  Debts  and  Liabilities. 

. Money  borrowed  frpm  Messrs.  Eyre  & Spottiswoode  - - - 

King’s  printer’s  bills  for  the  following  works  completed  at  press ; five  volumes  of 
the  Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England  ; a volume  of 
Records  selected  from  the  Chapter  House  ; first  volume  of  Rolls  of  Normandy  ; 
the  first  volume  of  Fines ; the  first  volume  of  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls  ; the 
two  volumes  of  the  Polls  of  the  Curia  Regis ; the  first  volume  of  the  Patent 
Rolls;  the  volume  of  Oblata  Rolls,  and  the  octavo  edition  of  the  Introduction  to 
the  Patent  Rolls  ------------ 

Bills  for  binding,  carriage,  postage,  and  other  expenses  attending  the  presentation 
of  the  publications  of  the  F oard,  in  His  Majesty’s  name,  to  different  libraries  and 
other  repositories  at  home  and  abroad  - - - . - 

Due  to  the  bankers  and  secretary,  about  - 


s.  d. 
1 iT  6 


25  1 

49  i 


195 

1,381 

633 


■700  - - 


3,361  16  6 
1,806  3 10 


British  Museum. 

Tiie  annual  Parliamentary  grant  passes  by  four  equal  instalments  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Batik 
of  England,  from  whence  it  is  drawn  by  the  cheques  of  the  Trustees,  as  ordered  at  their  meetings. 
The  cheques  ait  drawn  for  the  sums  due  for  each  account  as  presented  and  certified  by  the  officers 
at  the  heads  of  the  several  departments,  and  are  signed  by  three  Trustees.  Similar  cheques  are 
drawn  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers. 

The  cheques  and  accounts  pass  from  the  secretary  to  the  principal  librarian,  who  is  expenditor ; 
are  paid  by  him  to  the  parties  entitled  to  receive  the  money,  and  the  receipts  are  then  handed  to 
the  accountant,  who  charges  them  in  the  ledger  under  the  respective  heads  of  expenditure,  and 
has  the  custody  of  the  vouchers. 

The  salaries  and  wages  of  the  assistants,  attendants  and  servants,  with  accounts  under  5/,  are 
paid  by  the  expenditor,  to  whom  the  Trustees  issue,  by  cheques,  sums  of  money  as  imprests,  to  meet 
the  payments  which  are  expected  to  fall  due  previous  to  their  next  meeting.  This  account  is 
annually  audited  by  the  Trustees. 

6 January  1836.  (signed)  M.  Cowtan,  Accountant. 


— No.  5.  — 

TREASURY  Letter  and  Report  as  to  the  Record  Commission  Account. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  16  Feb.  1836. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  received  from  the  auditors 
of  this  Board  a report  on  the  'accounts  of  your  secretary  for  the  expenditure  of  the  period 
commencing  12th  March  1833  and  ending  12th  March  1835,  in  the  principles  and  recom- 
mendations contained  in  which  report  my  Lords  entirely  concur,  I have  it  in  command  to 
transmit  herewith  a copy  of  that  report,  and  of  the  statement  therein  contained,  with  the 
recommendation  of  this  Board  that  you  should  give  such  instructions  upon  the  subject  as 
may  appear  to  you  to  be  necessary  for  placing  this  matter  for  the  future  upon  the  footing 
suggested  by  the  Treasury  auditors,  if  you  shall  concur,  which  my  Lords  do  not  doubt,  in 
opinion  with  this  Board  as  to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of  those  re- 
commendations. 

I am.  See. 

(signed)'  A.  Y.  Spearman. 

The  Commissioners  of  Public  Records. 


°-33-  5 n 
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Appendix  (D.)  My  Lords,  Treasury  Chambers,  11  Feb.  1836. 

No.  5.  In  obedience  to  your  Lordships’ commands,  we  have  examined  the  accounts  of  C.  P. 

Treasury  Letter  Cooper,  Esq.,  as  secretary  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  kingdom  for  the 

and  Report  on  years  ended  the  12th  March  1 834  and  the  12th  March  1835,  and  have  the  honour  to  report. 

Record  Accounts.  attac}}e(i  t0  the  said  accounts  are  the  certificates  of  the  Right  honourable  Lord 

Brougham,  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Right  honourable  James  Abercrombie,  as  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Commons ; that  these  accounts  have  been  audited  by  Messrs.  Hallam,  Allen, 
and  Protheroe,  three  of  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  several  disbursements  stated  in  the 
accounts  have  been  made  by  the  authority,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  on 
the  Public  Records ; also  the  certificates  of  the  before  named  Commissioners  that  they  have 
examined  the  vouchers  produced  for  the  principal  payments  included  in  these  accounts, 
which  they  have  found  to  be  exact,  and  that  the  balance  of  4,934  ^ 4 s-  9 $ d.  should  be  car- 
ried to  Mr.  Cooper’s  credit  in  his  next  account;  and  we  find  the  accountant  has  duly 
charged  himself  the  sum  of  953  l.  15  s.  7 d.,  indebted  upon  his  former  account  for  this  ser- 
vice to  the  12th  March  1833,  upon  which  a report  was  submitted  to  your  Lordships  on  the 
2d  July  1834  ; also  the  several  sums,  amounting  to  18,000  issued  from  the  Exchequer  for 
this  service  during  the  period  of  the  present  accounts,  together  with  808 1.  6 s.  received  for 
the  sale  of  surplus  record  publications,  and  the  sums  of  4,000 1.  and  200  l.  advanced  on 
loan  by  the  King’s  printers  and  Messrs.  Williams  & Co.,  bankers.  And  with  reference  to 
the  discharge  part  of  this  account,  we  find  that  satisfactory  vouchers  are  produced  for  the 
whole  of  the  payments  claimed  therein,  with  the  exception  of  5 s.  6 d.  erroneously  claimed 
in  the  bill  of  H.  Heard,  builder,  which  we  propose  to  surcharge ; also  for  the  several  sums 
claimed  as  petty  cash  payments,  for  wages  of  labourers  employed  in  the  several  record  depo- 
sitories, for  the  cost  of  books  and  stationery,  postages,  porterages,  coach  and  cab  hire,  and 
other  incidental  expenses,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  services  rendered  it  practicable ; and 
having  caused  the  computations  and  castings  of  such  of  the  tradesmen’s  bills  and  other 
documents  as  have  been  produced,  to  be  examined,  the  whole  have  been  found  accurate,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sum  of  5 s.  6 d.  before  adverted  to.  We  have  accordingly  prepared,  and 
take  leave  to  enclose,  a statement  of  this  account,  in  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  classify 
the  several  payments  upon  the  principle  adopted  in  the  preceding  account,  and  should  your 
Lordships  be  pleased  to  approve  of  the  said  account  and  statement,  the  accountant  will  be 
in  surplusage  thereon  the  sum  of  4,933  l 19  s.  3 f d.  (exclusive  of  3,000 1.  remaining  due  to 
the  King’s  printer  for  advances  on  loan),  which  sum  of 4,933 1 1 9 _3 1 d-  ^ may  ProPer  he 
should  be  directed  to  carry  forward  to  his  next  account  for  this  service.  In  consideration  of 
the  principle  upon  which  this  Commission  is  constituted,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  its  duties, 
coupled  with  the  certificates  of  the  accuracy  thereof,  as  before  adverted  to,  we  have  in  our 
examination  of  this  account  adopted  the  mode  sanctioned  by  your  Lordships  with  respect  to 
the  previous  accounts  for  this  service  by  considering  it  simply  as  a cash  account,  without  re- 
ference to  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure,  which  we  hope  may  meet  your  Lordships’  appro- 
bation. . . 

We  beg  leave  further  to  state  to  your  Lordships,  that  during  our  examination  of  this 
account  we  received  from  a committee  of  members  of  the  Record  Commission  an  intimation 
of  their  desire  to  communicate  with  us  on  some  points  connected  with  the  mode  of  manag- 
ing the  financial  affairs  of  the  Commission,  which  the  committee  then  had  under  their 
consideration. 

In  this  communication  we  had  an  opportunity  of  making  some  suggestions  respecting 
the  accounts  rendered  by  the  Commission,  which  we  should  otherwise  think  it  our  duty  to 
submit  to  your  Lordships’  consideration;  but  as  the  committee  most  cordially  concurred  in 
our  views,  and  furthered  them  by  measures  of  their  own  proposing,  we  have  now  little 
more  to  do  than  to  state  to  your  Lordships  the  several  improvements  in  the  system,  which 
the  committee  expressed  to  us  their  intention  of  recommending  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners. 

These  improvements  were  as  follow  : 

1.  That  there  should  be  a clear  and  satisfactory  classification  of  the  whole  expenditure, 
under  appropriate  heads,  as  similar  as  circumstances  will  permit  with  the  classification 
observed  in  the  annual  estimates  and  accounts  laid  before  Parliament  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum. 

2.  The  expediency  of  applying  to  the  Treasury  for  the  means  of  liquidating  the  debts 
which  the  Commission  have  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  claims  which  the  late  Com- 
mission left  undischarged. 

3.  The  avoidance  of  borrowing  money  from  the  King’s  printer,  or  from  any  private 
banker  or  other  person,  in  future. 

4.  The  deposit  of  the  funds  of  the  Commission  at  the  Bank  of  England,  with  a regulation 
' by  which  the  drafts  for  payments  thereout  shall  in  future  be  signed  by  three  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  countersigned  by  the  secretary,  each  cheque  stating  the  name  of  the  person 
paid,  and  the  service  for  which  the  payment  is  made. 

5.  The  . payments  to  be  always  in  full  of  a service,  up  to  a particular  day,  instead  of  being 
made  on  account., 

6.  The  accounts  of  the  Commission  to  be  rendered  to  the  Treasury  annually,  instead  of 
biennially. 

7.  That  all  articles  of' stationery  should  be  obtained  from  the  Stationery -office. 

8.  That  the  King’s  printer’s  bills  should  be  submitted  to  the  comptroller  of  the  Sta- 
tionery-office before  payment. 
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9.  That  the  dealings  of  the  Commission  for  books  should  be  confined,  if  possible,  to  one 
bookseller,  so  that  there  may  be  only  one  account  for  this  part  of  the  service. 

With  reference  to  the  classification  of  the  future  accounts  for  this  service,  commencing 
with  the  account  to  be  rendered  for  the  year  ending  the  12th  March  next,  it  may  be  satis- 
factory to  your  Lordships  to  see  the  several  principal  heads  under  which  it  is  proposed 
hereafter  to  distribute  the  disbursements ; namely, 

1.  Cleaning  and  arranging  the  Records. 

2.  Salaries  aiidother  Expenses  in  transcribing. 

3.  Foreign  Expenditure. 

4.  Compiling  Catalogues. 

5.  Stationery. 

6.  Printing. 

7.  Bookbinding. 

8.  Purchase  of  books. 

9.  Salaries  and  Wages. 

10.  Repairs,  Chests  and  Furniture. 

1 1 . Rent,  Coals,  Candles,  Soap  and  other  Necessaries. 

12.  Coach-hire. 

13.  Porterage. 
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14.  Postage. 

Distinct  from  the  above  heads  it  is  proposed  that  an  account  should  be  kept  of  the  ex- 
penditure attending  presentation-copies,  and  that  a separate  account  should  also  be  opened 
for  all  the  principal  works  carrying  on  by  authority  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  amount  expended  on  each  publication. 

In  reference  to  the  whole  of  the  debts  of  the  present  Commission,  we  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  our  humble  opinion,  that  as  they  must  at  some  time  be  cleared  off,  and  as 
the  sums  borrowed  are  attended  with  an  annual  charge  for  interest,  and  the  accounts  are 
embarrassed  and  rendered  complicated  by  them  as  long  as  they  continue,  the  sooner  they 
are  entirely  liquidated  the  better. 

We  would  further  suggest,  that  whenever  an  account  is  rendered  to  the  Treasury  by  the 
Commission,  or  an  estimate  is  submitted  for  your  Lordships’ approval,  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  such  account  or  estimate  should  be  invariably  accompanied  with  a brief  state- 
ment of  the  funds  and  liabilities  of  the  Commission. 

We  have,  &c., 

(signed)  T.  C.  Brooksbanlc. 

Henri/  Sanford. 


Appendix  to  Treasury  Report. 

Statement  of  the  Account  of  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  as  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public 
Records  of  the  Kingdom,  in  respect  of  Sums  issued,  &c.  to  him  to  defray  the  Expenses  01  t e 
Commission,  from  the  12th  March  1833  to  the  12th  March  1835. 

Charge. 

The  accountant  is  charged  the  sum  indebted  on  his  former  account  for  this  service 
to  the  12th  March  1833,  exclusive  of  1,000 1.  advanced  on  loan  by  the  Kings 
printers,  as  stated  in  the  report  submitted  to  your  Lordships  on  the  2d  July  1034 

Also  the  sums  issued  from  the  Exchequer  for  this  service,  namely, 

1833 : September  23  - - - * ' £.4,000  - 


1834 : June  16- 


irplus 


Also  the  sum  stated  to  have  been  received  of  Messrs.  Baldwin  & Co.  for 
record  publications,  &c.  sold  by  them  - 
Also  the  following  sums,  stated  to  have  been  received  of  the  following  persons  as 
advances  on  loan  to  the  Commissioners,  in  addition  to  1,000/.  included  in  the 
preceding  account  for  this  service,  as  one  advance  by  the  King  s printer ; gamely , 
The  King’s  printers.— 1833  : June  1 - 

Ditto  1834:  Jan.  9 

Ditto  --  Feb.  22 

Ditto  — April  1 1 - - * 

Messrs.  Williams  & Co.  bankers,  5 September  1833 


1,000  - 
1,000 


The  accountant  has  also  charged  himself  the  following  sums,  namely,  so  much  re- 
paid by  Mr.  Spooner,  being  amount  advanced  to' him,  as  stated  in  the  discharge 
part  of  this  account,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  manuscripts  111  Spain  - 
Also  Mr.  Cole,  being  part  of  the  sum  of  10/.  advanced  to  him  for  expenses  in 

recovering  records  supposed  to  have  been  stolen  - - " 

Amount  of  an  error  in  carrying  forward  the  receipts  for  this  service  from  tolio  3 to 
4 in  the  ledger  of  this  accountant  --  ------- 

Surcharge. 

The  accountant  is  surcharged  the  amount  claimed  in  discharge  part  of  this  account, 
for  an  overpayment  to  H.  Heard,  builder  ------- 

Total  Charge  - - - £. 

0.33.  5 N 2 


£.  ■ 
953  1 

18,000 


4,200  - - 


5 G. 


23>989  “ 7 
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Discharge. 

Tlie  accountant  claims  to  be  allowed  the  following  sums,  paid  to  the  late  John 
Caley,  esq.,  and  his  representatives,  namely,  materials  and  wages  in  the  pre- 
paration of  records  for  binding,  from  l December  1832  to  4 May  1833,  for 
Augmentation  Office,  Chapter  House,  Westminster  Duchy  Office,  Lancaster, 
and  Rolls  Chapel  - - - ' - - - - - - £.  223  5 8 

Three  years’ retired  allowance,  ended  Lady-day  1834  ^ - - 1,500  - - 


Also  to  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  as  editor  of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament ; namely, 

Clerks’ salaries,  stationery,  and  sundry  editorial  charges  - £.1,101  12  - 
Salary  for  one  year  and  a half,  ended  the  25th  March  1834  1,500  - - 

On  account  of  salary  from  t he  last-mentioned  period  - - 800  - - 

Also  for  the  salary  of  this  accountant  for  two  years  and  one  quarter,  ended  26th 
December  1834,  at  500 1.  per  annum  - - - - - 

Also  for  transcripts,  collating  clerks’ salaries,  &c.  paid  to  the  following  persons; 
namely, 

P.  E.  Adlington,  for  services  in  1S32  - - - - £.84  - - 

J.  Baker,  transcripts  Privy  Council  Books  - 376  19  4 

J.  S.  Brewer,  Queen’s  College,  Oxford  - - ° - 115  10  - 

W.  H.  Black,  transcripts  Docquet  Book  Charles  1st,  &c.  - 420  - - 

Edward  Bell,  for  salary  ------  - 29  10  - 

W.  H.  Bennett  - - - ' - - - - 65  - - 

R.  D.  W.  Bond  - - - - - - - - 115  14  - 

E.  A.  Bond  - --  --  --  --  105  - - 

James  Bacon,  general  assistance  - - - - 20  - — 

Henry  Cole,  salary  - - - - - £.  300  - - 

Extra  service  ------  274  6 - 

574  6 - 

K.  Cox,  for  index  to  records  Augmentation  Office  - - 105  - — 

F.  Devon,  for  index  to  Fcedera,  &c.  - 233  8 6 

C.  Devon,  transcripts  Pipe  Rolls,  &c.  - - - - 340  18  8 

D.  J.  D reseller,  for  salary  - - - - £.  160  - — 

Extra  service  - --  --  - 25  - - 

W.  Foxton,  editing  Great  Rolls  of  Pipe  - - - - 95  6 - 

Henry  Gay,  for  services  ------  - 14  iij  - 

J.  Hunter,  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  - - - - 570  — - 

W.  Hardy,  editor  of  Close  Rolls,  &c.  - - - - _ 150  — — 

T.  D.  Hardy,  - ditto  - - - - - - - 1,362  3 6 

J.  Leaver,  copying  returns  to  Parliament  - - - - 4134 

R.  Lemon,  sen.,  compiling,  & c.  analytical  indexes  to  vol.  6, 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus  -------  - 373  16  — 

Dennis  Murphy,  for  services  - - - - - - 45  - - 

Sir  Henry  Ellis,  Introduction  to  Doomsday  Book  - - - 300  - — 

Sir  N . H.  Nicolas,  editing  Proceedings  of  Privy  Council  - goo  - - 

Anewrin  Owen,  for  salary  - - - - - - 671  10  — 

Charles  Panton,  arranging  Pipe  Office  Records  ...  161  _ 6 

Richard  Price,  balance  of  salary  - - ",  - - - - 125  - - 

Charles  Roberts,  transcripts  of  Close  Roils  - - 189  9 - 

George  Smith,  salary  - - - . . . . . 41  5 - 

J.  Stevenson,  works  for  Fcedera  - - - - - - 270  - - 

FI.  Wylde,  jun.,  transcribing  - - - - - - 14  io  - 

B.  Thorpe,  for  business  done  . . . - _ 160  — — 

John  Trickey,  work  in  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  - - 312  10  - 

J.  Webster  - - - - - - - - - 95  - — 

H.  Petrie  - - - - - - - - - 44  18- 


Also  the  Sums  paid  for  printing,  binding,  &c.  of  Record  works;  namely, 

J.  Batchelor,  binding,  l-epairing,  &c.  - - - - - £.265  17 

C.  Roworth  and  Sons,  printers  - - - - - - 935  19 

Trickett,  for  binding  - - - . - . . . -1091 

King’s  printers,  printing  various  record  works  ...  3,209  15 


Also  the  Sums  paid  for  Foreign  Expenditure  connected  with  the  Records ; namely, 
Adrian  Berbrugger  . - ,-  Paris  - - - - £.  60  - - 

M.  Baur  ....  Altona  - - - 378  18  5 

P.  R.  Collard  - - - Paris  - - - - 556  14  3 

John  Kortnisky  - - - — . . . . 31  30  — 


C.  Kock  and  G.  Kock 
G.  W.  Bethmana  - 
Charles  Masterton  - 
P.  Grio  and  Co. 

L.  A.  Warnkoing  - 
C.  P.  Serrure 

M.  W.  Spomer  - 


Frankfort 

ditto 

Lisbon 

Milan 

Ghent 

ditto 

Spain 


104  1 

39  » 
230  - 

40  2 
558  18 

40  - 


£ ■ s.  d. 


4,520  13  0 


2,060  7 6 
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Also  for  cost  of  Books,  Stationery,  &c.  as  follows  : £.  d. 

J.  and  A.  Arch  - - - - - . . _i8_ 

J.  Bigg 15  n 3, 

Black,  Young,  & Co.  --- 130  18 

James  Bohn  - - - - - _ . qq- 

W.  II.  Bond  - . 12  _ _ 

John  Cochrane  - - - - - - _ . . 36  15- 

Calkin  & Co.  14  9 - 

H.  Dixon 6 6 

Dulau  & Co.  - 85- 

VV.  Pickering _ _ . 25  16- 

J.  Sweet . . 4q  1 1 6 

J- Thorpe - - 18  4 - 

J.  Wilson  - - - - - - . . . 02  — 

T.  Rodd _ - . 171  13  - 

The  Sums  paid  for  Repairs  to  Buildings,  Furniture,  Necessaries,  &c.;  namely, 

J.  Howard,  for  bags  - - - - . . _ - £.  37  10  - 

H.  Bobbin,  for  a desk  - - - . . . „ • . 85- 

Carriage  of  general  report  to  mayors  and  chief  officers  of 

cities  and  towns  - - - - . . . . 77  18  - 

Joseph  Crane,  for  a table  - - - . . _ _ 66- 

Freights  from  Calais,  Hamburgh,  &c.  - - - . . 63  6- 

J.  Gibbs,  for  parchment  . - - . . . . 58  3- 

D.  Haybittle,  coal-merchant  - - - - . 32  3 — 

T.  Morris,  for  presses  - - - - . _ . . 815- 

J.  Parker,  for  boxes  - - - - - . _ . 516  8 

G.  Smith,  rent  of  Record  rooms,  New  Boswell-court  - - *o  - - 

R.  Thompson,  work  in  Stone  Tower,  Westminster  - - ‘3  17  6 

H.  Heard,  builder,  including  5 s.  6ci.  surcharge,  namely. 

Record  rooms,  New  Boswell-court  - 382  15  - 

Chapter  House  and  Augmentation  Office  - - - - 528  13  6 

Foreign  letters,  their  postage  - - - . . . -148 


Also  the  Sum  repaid  to  Messrs.  Williams  & Co.,  bankers,  in  repayment  of  Loan 
from  them,  namely, 


Principal 

Interest 


- £.200  - 
3 4 


Also  to  the  King’s  Printers,  in  part  repayment  of  Loan  from  them  of  5,000 1., 
namely, 

Principal £.2,000  - - 

' - - - - W7  3 - 


Interest 


The  Accountant  also  claims  the  following  Sums  as  petty  cash  disbursements,  of 
which  detailed  accounts  are  rendered,  but  without  classification,  consisting  of 
numerous  daily  payments,  chiefly  for  \wages  to  labourers  employed  on  various 
depositories  for  the  records,  necessaries,  petty  stationery,  books,  &c.,  and  for 
postage,  porterages,  coach  and  cab-hire,  &c. ; namely, 


In  the  year  ended  12  March  1834  - 


— 18; 


Total  Discharge  - 
Total  Charge 


Accountant  in  Surplusage  - 


837 


739  18  3 


1,458  6 6 
1,521  13  3f 


28,922  19  lOf 
23,989  - 7 


4,933  19  35 


Accountant,  in  surplusage,  4,933 1.  19  s.  3 ft/.,  in  addition  to  which  the  sum  of  3,000 1.  remains 
payable  to  the  King’s  printer,  in  respect  of  money  advanced  by  him  on  loan,  and  credited  in  this 
account. 


Treasury  Chambers, \ 
11  Feb.  1836.  J 


(signed)  T.  C.  Brooksbank . 
• Henry  Sanford. 


( Vide  App.  C.  7,  p.  813.) 


°-33. 
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TREASURY. 


Bought  of  R.  Priestley,  Bookseller,  143,  High  Holborn. 


1831: 
Decem.  5 


- 14 

- 19 


£.  s.  d. 

Archasologia,  22  vols.,  with  Index  and  Catalogue  of  Books  of  the  Anti- 

quarian  Society,  24  vols.  - --  --  --  - 

Alien  Priories,  2 vols.  - --  --  --  -- 

Archceologia,  Vol.  23  - 

Binding  Archajologia,  Vols.  20,  21,  22,  and  23  ; 4 vols.  - 

Gentleman’s  Magazine,  1827,  November,  December,  and  Supplement 

Ditto,  1830,  August  and  September  ------ 

- 4 - 

1 16  - 

Hemingford  Chart’  ab  Hearne,  2 vols.,  scarce  - 

4 14  6 

£. 

42  16  6 

The  Honourable  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  bought  of  Richard  Priestley. 


1832: 
February  1 


( returned ) 


Warner’s  Ireland,  2 vols.  4to.  ------- 

O’Flaherly’s  Ogygia  Hib.  - --  --  --  - 

Ware’s  Ireland,  by  Harris,  2 vols.  - - - - - 

O'Connor’s  Rerum  Hibernicarum  Scriptores  Veteres,  4 vols.,  very 
scarce  - --  --  --  --  -- 

Tyrell’s  Bib.  Politica  - --  --  --  -- 

Ames,  by  Herbert,  3 vols.  -------- 

Nichols’  Illustrations  - --  --  --  -- 

Anderson’s  Collections,  4 vols.  ------- 

Keith’s  Scotland  ---------- 

Scotch  Bishops,  4to.  - - - - - - - 

Gutch’s  Collectanea,  2 vols.  -------- 

Valiencey’s  Collectanea  de  Rebus  Hibernicis,  6 vols.,  8vo.  - - - 

Harris’s  Hibernica,  folio  - - - - - 


£.  s. 


2 2 
12  12 

31  to 

1 5 

3 10 
3 13 
3 3 
3 13 
1 1 
1 4 

12  12 


d. 


6 

6 


6 


“ Query  3 vol.  by  Herbert  returned.” 

( Remark  in  pencil.) 


£■  79  J9  6 


The  Honourable  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  bought  of  R.  Priestley. 


1832: 
April  13 


Rushworth’s  Historical  Collections,  8 vols.,  best  edition 
Nelson’s  Historical  Collections,  a vols.  - - - 

Lambard’s  Perambulation  of  Kent  - 
Forbes’  State  Papers,  2 vols.  - - - - - 

Stafford’s  Letters,  2 vols.  - - - - - 

Burghley's  State  Papers,  2 vols.  - - - - 

Catalogue,  mss  , Ang.  Hibernica,  1697  - - - 

Rearing’s  Catalogue  of  Sion  College  Library 
M'Pherson’s  State  Papers,  2 vols.  - - - - 

Archdall’s  Monasticon  Hibernica  - - - - 

Croft’s  Excerpta,  8vo.  ------ 

, Monasticum  Hibernicum  - 
I Parker’s  Catalogue,  mss.,  4to.  - 
Binding  Keith’s  Scotland  - - - - - 

I Keating’s  Ireland,  folio  ------ 


£.  i.  d. 


1 4 - 

1 16  - 

2 12  6 

4 H 6 
1 4 - 
1 4 - 

1 10  - 

2 2 - 
- 8 - 

- H - 

- 14  - 

5 5- 
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1832 : 

April  13  Anderson’s  Independ.  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland 
Carte’s  Letters,  2 vols.  - 
Ruddimasmi  Epistola  - - - 

Culloden  Papers,  4to.  - 
Nichols’  Literary  Anecdotes,  4to.  - - 

Binding  ditto 

Ancient  Irish  Historians,  2 vols.  - 
Jamieson’s  Scottish  Dictionary,  (scarce)  - 
Fosbrook’s  British  Monachism 
Binding  ditto,  4to.  .... 

* Lodge’s  Illustrations,  3 vols.  - 
Binding  ditto,  3 vols.  - - 


2 12 
- 10 

3 10 


51  6 


The  Honourable  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  bought  of  Thomas  Rodd. 


1832: 
August  2 1 


Heidelberg < 


Monlfaucon’s  Bibliotheca,  mss.  - - 

Watson’s  English  Marty rology  - 

Catalogue  des  mss.  de  Geneve  ... 
Dibdin’s  Tour,  3 vols.  - 
Gerbesri  Itinerarmiu  - 
Butler’s  Lives  of  the  Saints,  12  vols.  - - 

Struvii  et  Menselii  Bibliotheca,  12  vols.  - 
Catalogue  of  Lord  Guilford’s  MSS. 

Reimmani  Bibliotheca  - 

Catalogue  mss.  de  Cambray  - 

Wharton’s  Hist.  English  Poetry,  4 vols.  - 

Dunlop’s  Hist,  of  Fiction,  3 vols.  - 

Ellis’s  Metrical  Romances,  3 vols.  - 

Kollarii  Analecta,  2 vols.  - 

Lambecii  Comment,  de  Bib.  Vindobon,  6 vols. 

Cat.  mss.  Biblioth.  Paulinte  - - - 

Arcana  Bib.  Synod.  Moscuce  - 

Spizelii  Biblioth.  Sacra,  mss.  - 

Kohler’s  Anweisung  - « 

Reiseri  Biblioth.  Augusti  - 
Schmell  de  Bibliothecis  - 
Schurzfleisch  Biblioth.  Vineriensis  - 
Bibliotheca  Sebusiana  - - 

Wenker  de  Archivis  - 
Cat.  Bib.  Mceno-Francfordiensis  - 
Labbei  Nova  Biblioth.,  MS.  - 
Cat.  mss.  Bib.  Gothana  - 
Notitia  Cod.  mss.  in  Biblioth.  Brann. 
Burckhard  Notitia  Cod.  Wolfenbut. 

Denis  Cat.  mss.,  6 vols.  fol.  - 
Hist.  Litteraire  du  Conv.  de  St.  Maur 
Struvii  Biblioth.  Collectio  MSS,or  - 
Legiponti  Dissertationes  - 
Fabricii  Bibliotheca  Ecclesiastica  - 
Germon  Arte  Discernendi  Diplom.,  3 vols. 
Plan  des  Travaux  Litteraires  - 
Montigny  Dictionnaire  Diplomatique 
Mariee  Traite  des  Archives  - 
Figeac  Notice  des  Chartes  - 
Stocker  Vocabulaire  Latin  Diplom. 

Weylie  Glossarium  Juridicum  - 


Koccheri  de  Idololatria  Literana 
Czuittingeri  Hungaria  Literaria 
Tessier  Cat.  Biblioth.  Catalogus 
Clemens’  Musei  * 

Zachariaj  Excursus  Literaria  - 
Tomassini  Bibliotheca  Patavina 
Cat.  Bib.  Pub.  Rotterodami  - 
Molleri  Cimbria  Literaria,  3 vols. 
Cat.  Cod.  MSS.,  Riccardiana  - 
Cat.  Bib.  Pub.  Amst. 

Cat.  Bib.  Traject.  Batavorum 
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Weslphalen  Monumenta  Inedita  - • , 

Scriptures  Rerum  Hungaricarum,  3 vols.  - 
Goldasti  Collectio  Constitutiones,  4 vols. 
Heineccii  Scriptores  Rerum  Germ. 

Gropp  Scriptores  Wirceburgensis  - 
Thesauros  Hist.  Helvetia  - - 

Duellin  Excerpt.  Genealoz.  Diplom. 

Alavi  de  Insulis  Opera  - * * 

Du  Mont  Ceremonial  de  l’Europe  - 
Matthsei  Vet.  CEvi  Analecta,  16  vols. 
Baringii  Clavis  Diplomatica  - 
Heumau  de  Re  Diplomatica,  3 vols. 
Heumanni  Opuscula  - 
Ouvrages  Posthumes  de  Mabillon,  3 vols. 
Fontanini  ^ in  d.  Antiq.  Diplom. 

I ■Pfe’htrfSs-dc  Sec7ens"£«4ieiis 


Speculum  Regale  - - 

Thorkelin  Diplomata  Arna  Mag.  - 
Sibbern  Bibliotheca  Historica 
Mabillon  de  Studiis  Monasticis 
Lodovici  Sachsische  Weichbild 
Eckhart  Rebus  Francio  Oriental 
Ayrman  Anecdota  Diplomat. 

Goldasti  Parameticon  Vet.  Script.  - 
Oudin  de  Script.  Ecclesiastecis,  3 vols. 
Hist.  Francicae  Scriptores 
Petrus  Cellensis  Epistolas 
Index  to  O'Reilly’s  Irish  Writers  - 
Ritson’s  Bibliographia  Poetica 
Vernuldi  de  Prop.  Fidei  in  Belg. 
Cancellaria  Hispanica  - 
Bronweri  Hist.  Fuldensis 
Cat.  Bib.  Lugd.  Battavo 


Saggittarii,  Hist.  Eccl.  Thuringii  - 
Alcuini  Opera,  3 vols.  - 
Episcoporum  Belgicorum 
Godwin  de  Prcesulibu3  Anglia: 

Projet  pour  Bib.  de  St.  Petersb. 
Bibliotheca  Norimb.  Memorib. 

Hergott  Hist.  Diplomat.  Iiapsburg 
Schannat  Hist.  Fuldensis 
Lazius  de  Migralionibus 
Gallia  Christiana,  16  vols. 

Tollii  Itineraria  - - - - 

Canisii  Lectiones,  6 vols. 

Cat.  MSS.  Bib.  d’Orleans 
Recherchds  sur  les  Bibliolheques 
Cat.  des  Nat.  Bibliothek 
Cat.  Bib.  Lugd.  Bat.  fol. 

D’Achery  et  Mabillon, , 4 vols. 

Bonifacii  Epistolie  - 

Bucelini  Germania  - 

Langebeck  Rerum  Dan.  Script.  7 vols. 
Voyage  Literaire  des  Benedictines 
Montf'aucon  Iter  Italicum 
Ludwig  Reliquae  MS,0ru‘“  12  vols. 
Reuberi  Rerum  Germ.  Scriptores  - 
Goldasti  Scriptores  Rerum  Alamic. 
Meibomii  Rerum  Germ.  Script. 
Menckenii  German.  Scriptores 
Leibnitz  Rerum  Brunsvis.  Script.  - 
Le  Long  Biblioth&que  Hist.,  5 vols. 
Eccardi  Scriptores  Medii  CEvi 
Ordonnances  des  Rois  de  France,  19  vols 
Glossaire  des  Ordonnances,  2 vols.  - 
Mirdi  Diplomat.  Belg.  - 
Hoffman  Rerum  Lusat.  Script. 

Joannis  Tabularurn  Literaria 
Gesta  Dei  per  Francos  - 
Martene  et  Durand  Thesauros 
Georgisch  Register  Diplom.  - 
Leibnitz  Codex  Juris  Gentium 
Pistorii  Amoenitates  Juridici  - 
Bouquet  Historiens  de  Gaule  - 
Double’s  Hist,  de  St.  Denis  - 
Felibien  Hist,  de  St.  Denis  - 
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1832 : 
August  21 


Heidelberg 


Heidelberg 

Ditto. 


Hamburg 


Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates 
Duchesne  Hist.  Francorum  Sc.ipt.  - 
Chronicon  Gotwicensi  - 
Brequiguy  Tables  des  Diplomes 
Rerum  Silesiacarum  Scriptores 
Urstesii  Rerum  Gerui.  Scriptores 
Rerum  Bohemiearum  Scriptores 
Lambecii  Prodromus  Hist.  Lit. 

Petri  de  Vineis  Epistolae  * - 

Ritson’s  Metrical  Romances  - - 

Granville’s  Travels,  2 vols.  - 
Hartshorne’s  Metrical  Tales  - - - 

Utterson’s  Popular  Poetry,  2 vols.  - 

Bedre  Opera,  2 vols,  - - - 

Van  de  Waal  Diplom.  Dordon. 

MSS.  Orient,  in  Bib.  Lug.  Bat. 

Gallois  Biblothfeques  de  l’Europe  - 
Monumenta  Guelficm  Hist.  - 
Weber’s  Romances,  3 vols.  - 

Uffenbach’s  Reise,  3 vols.  - 

Hottingeri  Bibliotheca  Quadript.  - 
Irmischen  Erlanger  Bibliothek 
Steinbramer’s  Reise,  3 vols. 

Ebert’s  Handschriften  Kunde,  3 vols. 
Ebert’s  Dresden  Bibliothek  - 

Wilken’s  Heidelburgisches  Beschrieb. 

Von  der  Hagen’s  Brief,  4 vols. 

Gudemi’s  Sylloze  Diplomat.  - 
Jugleri  Bibliotheca  Hist.,  3 vols- 
Mensel’s  Kunstler  Lexicon,  3 vols.  - 
Ebert  Biblioth.  Guelferbeytunae  - • - 
Pertz  Reise  ------ 

Zapf’s  Reise  ----- 

Keysler’s  Neuste  Reisen-  - - - 

Marquardi  de  Jure  Mercatorum 
Bernouilli’s  Lettres,  3 vols.  - - - 

Senckenberg’s  Selecta  Juris,  6 vols  - 
Senckenberg’s  Samlung,  3 vols. 

Struvii  Introductio  in  Not.  Rei.  Lit. 
Suevia  Sacra  - - ■ 

Catalogus  Bibliotheca  Stowensis 
Mabillon  Annales  Ord.  Benedict.,  6 vols. 
Archteologia,  vol.  - - - - - 

Pantaloon  Illustrium  Germ.  - 

Historia  Treverensis,  2 vols.  fol. 

Cat.  Bibliotheca  Hohendorfiana 
Hist.  Lit.  des  Pais  Bas,  18  vols. 


- 15 

- 3 


- 9 

- 18 
• - 13 
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sury. 


Deduct  - - - £•  \ 


The  Record  Commission,  bought  of  Thomas  Rodd. 


1832: 

Decem.  27  j 

Brequigny  Diplomata,  3 vols.  - - 

Burnet’s  Travels  - - - - 

£.  s.  d. 
7 17  6 
- 5 ~ 

Le  Bas’s  Life  of  Wicliff 

f. 

8 8 6 

The  Honourable  the  Record  Commission,  bought  of  Thomas  Rodd. 


1832-33: 

March  12. 


Transactions  Antiquarian  Society,  Newcastle 
Reuberi  Scriptoris  Rerum  Germ111  - 
Gudenii  Sylloge  Diplomaturum,  5 vols  - 
Gesta  Danorum  extra  Daniam 
Willebrandt’s  Hansiche  Chronicle  - 
Schunck  Codex  Diplomaticus 

5 0 


4 8 - 

28- 
1 16  - 
-*  16  .**.■: 

- 9 - 

- 7 .6 

, ( continued ), 
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1832-33: 

March  12. 


(For  Mr. 
Murphy) 
(For  Mr.  \ 
Webster)  -j 


March  22 
30 


April  - 19 

May  - 14 


July 


(Mr.  Hunter) 
August 
October  18 


Nov.  - 6 

- - 9 


Schcepflini  Alsatia  Diplomatica 
Hearne’s  Gulieimus  Neubrigisiensis 
Transactions  American  Ant.  Society 
Cat.  mss.  Biblioth.  Medicca  - 
Memoires  de  Ribier  - 
Adams’s  Index  Villaris  - 
Lanigan’s  History  of  Ireland  - 


O'Reilly’s  Catalogue  Irish  Writers  - 


Joachim’s  Inleitung  - - 

Cosman 

Orti  Ilinerario  - - - • 

Eckhardi  Introductio  in  Res  Diplom. 

Fabricii  Bibliotheca  - - - - 

Vita  S.  Rugonis  - 
Hahn’s  Collection  Monumenta,  2 vols. 

Schelhorn’s  Anleitung  - 

Leibnitz  Accessiones  Historica 
Leibnitz  Chronicon  Albericus 
Merkwurdigkeiten  der  Bib.  Dresden 
Fischeri  Scriptores  Rerum  Germ"1  - 
Bonfinii  Rerum  Hungaricum  Script. 

Gerberti  Codex  Epist.  Rudolphi 
Petri  de  Vineis  Epist.  - 

La  Croze,  Voyage  Literaire  - 
Literal  Procerum  Europae 
Lunig  Codex  Germanite  Diplom. 

Oefele  Scriptoris  Rerum  Boicarum  - 
Lye’s  Saxon  Dictionary,  2 vols.) 

Vallancey’s  Irish  Grammar  for  M.  Warnkcenig^ 

O’Reilly’s  Irish  Dictionary 
Hearnii  Benedictas  Abbas 
Hearnii  Thome  de  Elmbam 
Hearnii  Titii  Livii  Forojuliensia 
Cat.  Biblioth.  Pub.  Argent 
Trithernii  Annalis  ... 

Bavaria  Sancta  - - - - 

Rerum  Mogunticarum  Serrarii 
CEnei  Sylvii  Epistolae  - 
Petri  Abbatis  Cluniacensis  Opequ  - 
Torfiei  Historia  Norvegica  - _ - 
Essais  sur  la  Biblioth&que  du  Roi  - 
Catalogue  of  mss.  Cathedral  of  Durham  • 

Cirbied  Notice  d'une  Mss.,  4S-  Hanroet  s,le  with  commission,! 

Guduis  Cat.  mss.,  8 s.  - - - > _ s 

Casiru  Cat.  mss.  Bib.  Escurial,  16  s.  I 6 
Madox’s  History  of  the  Exchequer  - 
Irish  Dictionary  (for  Warnkcenig)  - 
Essai  de  Diplomatic  sur  le  Brabant 
CEnei  Sylvii  Opera  - 
Bibliothecaj  Universalis  Epistolte  - 
Eckhardi  Introductio  in  Rem  Diplom. 

Hoffmanni  Nova  Scriptorum,  2 vols. 

Codices  mss.  Quedlenburgensis 
Diplomatic  Ober  Sachsen,  2 vols.  - 
Scipionis  Marantce  Expostulatio 
Notice  Historique  sur  Gunilde 
Belez  van  Ypre  ..... 

Petri  Blesensis  Opera  - 
Cat.  mss.  Biblioth.  Tanrimens,  3 vols.  - 
Pez  Thesaurus  Anecdotorum,  5 vols. 

Scharduis  Scriptores  Rerum  Germ"1 
Mollern’s  Cat.  Cod.  mss.  Gotharii  - 
Moreau  Diplomatisch  Lesbuch 
Bochme’s  Diplomatische  Beytrage  - 
Tychsen  de  Cbarti  Popyracev 
Eisenhard  de  Jure  Diplomatica 
Brun’s  Beitrage  - 
Schoenemann  Ueber  der  Vestim 
Gatterert  Abress  der  Diplomat. 

Codex  Epist.  Rudolfi  .... 

Joachim’s  Inleitung  der  Deutshen  - 
Haberlin  Analecta  Medii  iEvi 
Schottelin’s  de  Singularibus  in  Germ"1 
Cat.  Codd.  mss.  Uffenbachiana 
Mabillon’s  Ach.  Martyrum  Benedict 
Johnstone’s  Antiquitates  - 
Sanderi  Cat.  Codd.  mss.  Belgice  - 


£.  s.  d. 

2 12  _ 
- 16  - 


2 11  - 

- 10  6 


- 7 - 

- 3 - 

- 14  - 
3 10  - 

- 4 6 

2126 
l 11  - 

1 18  - 

2 10  - 

- 5 - 

- 10  6 

- 5 - 


- 6 - 

- 3 6 


1 16 

- 12 

- 6 
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£.  s.  d. 

Adams’s  Index  Villaris  in  op.  Red.  Mer.  (Rev.  Mr.  Hunter) 

2 2 - 

Johannis  Glestoniensis  Chronicon  Hernia:  ----- 

3 8 - 

Sprotti  Chronica  Hearnii  - --  --  --  - 

- 10  - 

Fordini  Scotichronicon  a Hearnii,  5 vols. 

4 - - 

Robert  de  Avesbery  Historia  Hernii  ------ 

112  - 

Schannut  Antiquit’  Fuldensis  -------- 

Gestu  Dunorum  extra  Dunium  - - - - - - - : 

- 15  - 

Bibliotheca  Gothana  - --  --  --  -- 

Lumbicii  Hist.  Literar’  --------- 

- 10  - 

- 5 - 

Veith  Scriptores  Augustina:  -------- 

1 10  - 

Catalogue  Etie  de  Bordeaux  -------- 

- 4 - 

Catalogue  Duplikut  Bib.  Palretzky  ------- 

Difference  in  the  value  of  various  books  exchanged  and  returned  during 

the  course  of  three  years,  1832-33,  as  agreed  upon  with  Mr.  Smith 

19  19  6 

£. 

124  15  6 

Appendix  (E.) 

Booksellers’  Bills 
sent  from  the  Trea- 
sury. 


1833: 

March  1 8,  By  cash  on  account 
Sept.  - 25,  Ditto  - - ditto 

1834  s 

March  19,  By  cash  on  account 
May  - 24,  Ditto  - - ditto 


£.  s.  d. 

15  - - 

59  *5  6 

30  - - 

20  - - 

£■ 

124  15  6 

The  Honourable  the  Record  Commissioners,  bought  of  James  Bigg ; for  Books  £ 
Mr.  Webster,  &c. 

supplied  to 

£.  s.  d. 

Aug.  6 

Report  on  Public  Records,  1800  ------- 

1 - - 

Ditto  - ditto  1732 

Ditto  - ditto  2 vols,  1800-1819 

3 3 - 

- 25 

Report  of  Commissioners  on  Fees  in  Courts  of  Justice,  England  - 

1 5 - 

Report  on  Court  of  Exchequer,  1822  ------ 

- 5 - 

Ditto  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  2 Parts,  1832  - 

Ditto  Archbishop  of  Canterbury’s  Courts  ----- 

- 15  - 

- 3 - 

Ditto  Bishop  of  London’s  Courts  ------ 

- 2 - 

Ditto  Admiralty,  Delegates,  and  Appeals  for  Prizes  - - - 

- 4 - 

Return  of  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  3d  April  -1828  - 

- 1 6 

Ditto  Probates  of  Wills,  30th  May  1828  ----- 

- 3 - 

Ditto  Legacy  Duty  Office,  5th  M'ay  1829 

1 - 1 - 

Ditto  Probates  of  Wills,  lCth  April  1829  ----- 

- 3 6 

Ditto  Ditto  ditto  5th  April  1 830 

- 1 - 

Ditto  Archdeaconry  Courts,  26th  March  1 830  - 

— 2 — 

Ditto  Parish  Registers,  26th  March  1831  ----- 

- 2 - 

Ditto  Intestate’s  Estates,  30th  March  1833  ...  - 

- 2 - 

- 3 - 

Dec.  3 

Various  Parliamentary  Papers,  and  for  reading  Mirror  of  Parliament, 
10  vols.  - - " - - * 

1-6 

£. 

926 

The  Honourable  the  Record  Commissioners,  bought  of  John  Cochran , 108,  Strand. 


Dugdale’s  Monasticon,  Sm.  P.  54  Parts,  complete  - 
(No.  156) 

For  the  use  of  Dr.  Lappenberg  of  Hamburgh. 


- 3 


£.  i.  d. 
6 15  - 


5 


o 2 
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Appendix,  (F.) 

— No.  1.  — - 

EXTRACTS  FROM  MINUTE  BOOKS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


DAYS  of  the  Meetings  of  Boards  and  Committees  of  His  Majesty’s  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Public  Records, “from  March  1831  to  December  1835,  with  the 
Names  of  the  Commissioners  present. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,  at  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  on  the  26th  of 
March  1831. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor  ; the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sutton, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  the  Right 
Hon.  William  Dundas,  Lord  Chief  Register  of  Scotland ; the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn;  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  ; the  Right  Hon.  George  Agar  Ellis  ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  knight; 
Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; William 
Brougham,  esq. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,  at  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  the  26th 
April  1831. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls; 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Agar  Ellis;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Parke;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Bosanquet;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart. ; Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. ; 
Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  in  the  Lord 
Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  the  26th  of  April  1831. 

Present,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,  at  the  Roll’s  House,  Chancery-lane,  on  the  4th  of  May  1831. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  George  Agar 
Ellis  ; the  Hon.  Mr-  Justice  Parke;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  Robert  Harry 
Inglis,  bart.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq. ; Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; 
Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Rolls 
House,  Chancery-lane,  the  4th  of  May  1831. 

Present,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of 
the  Kingdom,  at  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  the  20th 
of  May  1831. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor; 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  m p.  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls; 
the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff ; the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams 
Wynn,  m.  p.;  the  Right  Hon.  George  Agar  Ellis,  m.  1*.:  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Parke;  Sir 
Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart. ; Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq. ; Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq. ; Henry 
Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. ; Edw.  Protheroe,  esq.,  m.p.  ; William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Chapter 
House,  the  25th  of  May  1831. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  m.p.;  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.  p.  ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq.,  m.  p. 


COMMITTEE 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  Mr.  Petit’s 
Chambers  in  Lincoln’s  Inn,  the  20th  of  May  1831. 

present,  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.,M.  p.;  John  Allen,  esq. 

rOMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Chapter 
House,  the  1st  of  June  1831. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis, 
bait.,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Tower 
of  London,  June  gth,  1831. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.;  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  m.p.;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart,,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.; 
John  Allen,  esq. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,  at  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  Friday,  June 
the  10th,  1831. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor • the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sutton, 
m.p.  • the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff ; the  Right  Hon,  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; 
the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  m.p.  ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.  ; Louis 
Hayes  Petit,  esq.,  m.p.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.,  m.p.;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq.; 
William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Rolls 
Chapel,  June  17th,  1831. 

Present,  the  Ri«ht  Hon.  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  m.p.;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W. 
Wynn,  m.p.;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of 
the  Kingdom,  at  the  Earl  Marshal’s  room,  at  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Monday,  June 
the  27th,  1831. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls-  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James 
Mackintosh,  m.p.;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Parke  ; the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir 
Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.,  m.p.;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker, 
esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq.;  William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 


BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of 
the  Kingdom,  at  the  Earl  Marshal’s  room,  at  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Monday, 
August  the  22d,  1831 . 

Present,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff; 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Dover;  Sir  Robert  Hacry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit, 
esq.,  m°p. ; John  Allen,  Esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.,  m.p.;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq. 


BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  room,  Westminster,  on  Thursday,  November  17th,  1831. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Parke ; the 
Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  W.  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p.; 
H.  B.  Ker,  esq. ; E.  V.  Utterson,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  rooms  at  Westminster  Hall,  on  Monday  the  28th  of  November  1831. 

Present,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  John 
Allen,  esq. ; William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  Wednesday  the  30th  of  November  1831. 
Present,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  II.  Inglis, bart.,  m.p.  ; John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  Thursday  the  8th  of  December  1831. 
Present,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  William 
Brougham,  esq.,  m.p.  ; John  Allen,  esq. 

0.22.  r o q COMMITTEE 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Rublic  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  Wednesday,  December  the  14th,  1831. 
Present,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  William 
Brougham,  esq.,  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.,  m.p.;  John  Alien,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  in  the  Lord 
Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster,  on  Wednesday  the  21st  of  December  1831. 
Present,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Louis 
Hayes  Petit,  Esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of  the 
Kingdom,  at  the  Rolls  House,  Chancery  Lane,  on  Saturday  nth  of  February  1832. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk 
Register  of  Scotland  , the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff ; the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Dover;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.,  m.p.;  Henry 
Bellenden  Ker,  esq.;  William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at  the 
Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster  Hall,  on  Saturday  the  16th  day  of  June 
1832. 

Present  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon. 
C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p. 
L.  H.  Petit,  esq.,  m.p.  ; H.  B.  Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. ; William 
Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Rolls  House, 
Chancery  Lane,  the  23d  day  of  June  1832. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.;  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Parke;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  L.  H.  Petit,  esq.,  m.p.;  H.  B.  Ker,  esq.; 
Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen  esq. ; E.  V.  Utterson,  esq. 

BOARD  of  his  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  Rolls  House,  Chancery  Lane,  on  Saturday  the  30th  of  June  1832. 

Present  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff; 
the  Rio-htHon.C.  VV.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  L.H  Petit,  esq. 
m.p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  E.  V.  Utterson,  esq.;  W.  Brougham, 
esq.,  m.p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house 
of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Westminster,  on  Tuesday 
the  10th  day  of  July  1832. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Parke;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet ; John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  Westminster,  on  Tuesday  the  17th  day 
of  July  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  Brougham, 
esq.,  m.  p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  Room,  Westminster,  on  Wednesday  the  18th  of  July  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  Brougham, 
esq.,  M.  p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  Westminster,  on  Friday  the  20th  of 
July  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  Brougham* 
esq.,  m.p. 

COMMITTEE 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Westminster,  on  Monday  the  23d  day  of 
July  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  hart.,  m.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Tower, 
on  Monday  the  30th  of  July  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.;  Henry  Hallam,  Esq.;  William  Brougham, 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Tower, 
on  Saturday  the  4th  day  of  August  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; William  Brougham, 
esq.,  m.  p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  Westminster,  on  Monday  the  6th  day  of 
August  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; William  Brougham, 
esq.,  M.  p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  Westminster,  on  Tuesday  the  7th  of 
August  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  Brougham, 
esq.,  m.  p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  at  Westminster,  on  Wednesday  the  8th  of 
August  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  Brougham, 
esq.,  M.  P. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of 
the  Kingdom,  at  the  Roils  House,  Chancery-lane,  on  Thursday  the  9th  day  of 
August  1832. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon.  C. 
W.  W.  Wynn,  m.  p.  ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.  ; Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.,  m.  p.; 
H.  B.  Ker,  esq. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Rolls 
House,  Chancery-lane,  on  Thursday  the  9th  day  of  August  1832. 

Present,  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; William  Brougham, 
esq.,  m.p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Tower, 
on  Monday  the  21st  day  of  August  1832. 

Present,  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.  p. 

BOARD  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Majesty  on  the  Public  Records  of 
the  Kingdom,  at  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster,  on  Monday  the 
19th  day  of  November  1832. 

Present  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Althorp,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker.  esq. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq.; 
John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. ; William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Monday 
the  26th  day  of  November  1832. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  ; L.  H.  Petit,  esq.,  M.  P. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Saturday  the 
1st  of  December  1832. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ; the  Hon.  M r. Justice 
Parke  ; Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. ; L.  H.  Petit, 
esq. ; William  Brougham,  esq.,  x.  v.  COMMITTEE 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
Sir  R.  H.  Ino-lis,  bart.,  k.  f.  ; No.  11,  Manchester-buildings,  Westminster,  on  Satur- 
day the  1st  of  December  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  M.  p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; W.  Brougham,  esq.,  m.  p. 


COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p..  No.  66,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square,  the 
day  of  December  1832. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  M.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; W.  Brougham,  esq.,  m.  p. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  meeting  at  the 
house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Tuesday 
the  18th  day  of  December  1832. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Parke;  the  Hon.  Mr. 

Justice  Bosanquet;  H.  B.  Ker,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. 


BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s private  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Tuesday,  January  the  22d,  1833. 
Present  the  Ri-ht  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  ; the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Hobhouse ; 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart,  m.  p.  ; L.  H.  Petit,  esq. ; H.  B. 
Ker,  esq. ; H.  Hallam,  esq. ; J.  Allen,  esq. 


COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.,  No.  1 1 , Manchester-buildings,  Westminster,  on  Thursday 
the  24th  January  1833. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  M.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; W.  Brougham,  esq.,  m.  p„ 


COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.  p.',  No.  11,  Manchester-buildings,  Westminster,  on  Monday, 
January  the  28th,  1833. 

Present,  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart..  m.  p.  ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. 


BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Roll’s  House, 
Chancery-lane,  on  Monday,  February  the  nth,  1833. 

Present  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  ; the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Llandaff;’the  Hon! Mr.  Justice  Parke;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Louis  Hayes 
Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward 
Protheroe,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  2d  of 
March  1833. 

Present  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W. 
W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; Sir  R.  H.  Inglis, bart.  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Bellenden 
Ker,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  9th  day  ot 
March  1833. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland ; the  Right 
Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.; 
Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bait.,  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Bellenden 
Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  c-sq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.;  William 
Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  30th  of 
March  1833. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; the  Right  Hon  the  Speaker  the 
House  of  Commons ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland ; the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.;  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Dover;  Sir  Robert 
Harry  Inglis,  bart,  m.p.  ; Louis  Haves  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.; 
Edward  Protheroe,  esq. ; Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. 

COMMITTEE 
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COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  held  at  the  Appendix  (F.) 

house  of  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart,  m.p.,  No.  11,  Manchester-buiidings,  Westminster,  on  

Monday  the  22d  of  April  1833.  N.i. 

Present,  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  William  ^oa^dsanTcom- 
Brougham,  esq.,  m.p.  mittees. 


BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  27th  of 
April  1833. 

Present,  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.:  Louis 
Hayes  Petit,  e*q. : Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  Edward  Pro- 
theroe,  esq. ; Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. ; William  Brougham,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house 
of  Sir  R.  II.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p..  No.  11,  Manchester-buiidings,  Westminster,  on  Satur- 
day the  27th  of  April  1833. 

Present,  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.  m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  Esq.;  William 
Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  1st  of 
June,  1833. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Hobhouse ; the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Bosanquet;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward 
Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house 
of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  New  Palace-yard,  West- 
minster, on  Saturday  the  1st  of  June  1833. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Bosanquet ; Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMUTER  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room,  at  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Friday  the  7th  of  June  1833. 

Present,  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward 
Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Friday,  the  21st  of  June  1833. 

Preseut,  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq'. ; Henry  Hallam,  Esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Maj  esty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
the  Honourable  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  2ad  of 
June  1833. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Louis  Hayes 
Petit,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  22d  of 
June  1833. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ; the  Right  Rev.  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.;  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Parke;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart., 
m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John 
Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
Henry  Hallam,  esq.,  No.  67,  Upper  Wim pole-street,  on  Thursday,  July  4th,  1833. 

Present,  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  Esq.  ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq.  Mr.  George 
Smith  attended,  and  produced  the  accounts. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  No.  7,  New 
Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  on  Saturday,  July  6th,  1833. 

Present,  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 
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BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon,  the  Speaker,  New  Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  3d  of 
August  1833. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  Sir  Robert  Harry 
Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.  j CJohn  Allen,  esq. 

cnMMTTTFF  ofHis  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s room,  House  of  Lords,  Tuesday,  the  12th  of  November  1833. 

Present,  John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

BOARD  ofHis  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at  the 
Lord  Chancellor’s  private  room,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  23d  of  November  1833. 
Present  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls; 
the  RiehtHon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart  m.p.  ; 
John  Allen,  esq. ; Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq. ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq.:  Edward  Vernon 
Utterson,  esq.;  William  Brougham,  esq.,  m.p. 

BOARD  ofHis  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  private  room  of 
His  Honor  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Westminster,  on  Saturday  the  25th  of  January  1834. 

Pre«ent  the  RiAit  Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk 
Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  Sir  Robert  Harry 
Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  February  the 
8th,  1834. 

p,_nl  ,he  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ; the  Right  Hen.  the 
Muster^  of  the  Rolls;  the  Right  W.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ; the  Right 
Rev  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.  ; B.  H.  Petit,  esq. ; Henry 
Hallam, esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  ofHis  Maiesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  February 
the  8th,  1834. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  L.  H.  Petit,  esq.; 
John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Earl 
Marshal’s  room  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday  the  13th  day  of  February  1834. 
Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis, 
hart.,  m.p.  ; Loufs  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward 
Protheroe,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  March  the 
2 2d,  1834. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon. the 
Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ; the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  L andaff ; the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  m.p.  ; Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  Louis 
Hayes  Petit,  esq. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  ofHis  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  house  of 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  March  the 
22d,  1834. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ; the  Right  Rev.  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W Wynn,  m.p.  ; Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  ban., 
m.p.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
at  the  Earl  Marshal’s  room  at  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Monday  the  7th  day  of  April 
1834.  . 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland ; Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq. ; 
Henry  Hallam,  esq. 

CONSOLIDATED  COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public 
Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at  the  Earl  Marshal’s  room,  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday 
the  8th  day  of  May  1834. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq. ; Henry 
Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.  CONSOLIDATED 
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CONSOLIDATED  COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Appendix  (F.) 

Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at  the  Earl  Marshal’s  room.  House  of  Lords,  on  Monday  

the  X 2th  of  May  1834.  No.  1. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  rf^oards^ndCom- 
Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. ; Edward  Protheroe,  esq.  mittees 


BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  New  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  on 
Saturday  the  17th  of  May  1834. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; the  Right  Rev.  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  m.p.  ; the  RigliL  Hon.  Henry 
Hobhouse;  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Baron  Parke;  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet; 
Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.; 
Edward  Vernon  Utterson,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  held  at  No.  7, 
New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s-inn,  on  the  24th  day  of  June  1834. 

Present  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
at  the  Earl  Marshal’s  room,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Wednesday,  16th  July  1834* 

Present,  L.  H.  Petit,  esq;  William  Brougham,  esq.  m.p. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  Lord  Chancellor’s 
private  room,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday  the  14th  day  of  August  1834, 
at  Three  o’clock. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor;  William  Brougham,  esq.  m.p.;  Louis 
Hayes  Petit,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
His  Majesty’s  State  Paper  Office,  Duke-street,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  January 
the  17th,  1835,  at  Three  o’clock. 

Present,  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons ; the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
Baron  Parke;  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bait.,  m.p.; 

L.  H.  Petit,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
held  at  His  Majesty’s  State  Paper  Office,  Duke-street,  Westminster,  on  Monday, 
January  19th,  1835. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  g.c.b.  ; the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Llandaff ; Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.  ; L.  H.  Petit,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
at  His  Majesty’s  State  Paper  Office,  Duke-street,  Westminster,  on  Tuesday,  January 
27th,  1835,  at  10  o’clock. 

Present,  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  Sir  R.  II.  Inglis,  bart.  m.p.  ; L.  H. 
Petit,  esq. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
His  Majesty’s  State  Paper  Office,  Duke-street,  Westminster,  on  Saturday,  February 
14th,  1835. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  g.c.b.  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ; the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bart., 
m.p.  ; L.  H.  Petit,  esq. ; Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom, 
(Augmentation-Office  and  Tower  of  London  meeting  held),  Thursday,  February  19th, 

Present,  Mr.  Petit  and  Mr.  Hallam. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  House  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  No.  7,  Carlton  Gardens,  on  Saturday, 
April  nth,  1835,  at  One  o’clock. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Brougham  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons;  the  Right  Rev.  ihe  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff;  the  Right  Hon.  C.W.W.Wynn, 

M, p,»  Sir  R.  II.  Inglis,  bart.,  m.p.;  L.  H.  Petit,  esq.;  H.  B.  Ker,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam, 
esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.;  Ed  ward  Protheroe,  esq. 

o-33.  5P2  BOARD 
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BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  No.  7,  Carlton-gardens,  on  Saturday,  May 
23d,  1835,  at  Three  o’clock. 

Present  the  Right  Hon.  lord  Brougham;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons’-  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland  ; the  Right  Hon.  C.  W. 
W Wynn  m.p.;  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Hobhonse ; the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bosan- 
ouet-  ysir  R H Inglis,  bait.,  m.f.  ; L.  H.  Petit,  esq.;  H.  B.  Ker,  esq.;  Henry 
Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen,  esq.;  Edward  Prolheroe,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  No.  7.  Carlton-gardens,  on  Saturday,  irt 
August  1835,  at  Three  o’clock. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons;  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland;  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lkmdaff;  the 
it  Hon  c W W Wvnn,  m.p.;  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Hobhouse;  Sir  R.  H. 
bar.:,  LH  Petit,  esq.!  H.  B.  £er,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  Edward 

Protheroe,  esq. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at 
the  Library  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Thursday, 
the  6th  August  1835. 

Present  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Brougham  ; the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  ; the  Right  Rev. 
the  Lord  BishopSof  Llandaff;  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  bait.,  st.l.;  L.  H.  Petit,  esq.;  John 
Allen,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  No.  7,  New 
COKL 1 Boswell-court,  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  August  1835. 

Present,  Henry  Hallam,  esq. ; John  Allen, esq.;  Edward  Protheroe,  esq. 

COMMITTEE^  orH^h^^sty’sC^mmsmners^on ^the ^Huhhc ig^'S  ^ajeslJ'9 

,4' The Kg'ta Horn  Henry  K’oMe^lh^  SKIlTSf  “ Committee,  was’ 

also  present. 

BOARD  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Pnblic  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  at  the 
house  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  m Down.ng-street,  on 
Friday,  18th  December  1835,  at  One  o’clock. 

Edward  Protheroe,  esq.  ; E.  V.  Utterson,  esq.;  William  Brougham,  esq. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  at  the  chambers 
■ of  Mr.  Petit,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  on  Monday  the  gist  day  ol  December  1835. 

Present  L II  Petit,  esq.;  Henry  Hallam,  esq.;  John  Allen,  esq.  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr. 
Hardy  attended  the  Committee.  Mr.  Chadwick  was  also  permitted  to  attend  the  Com 
mittee  on  Mr.  Cole’s  behalf. 

COMMITTEE  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Record^  State  of  the 

Finances,  and  Accounts,  at  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  s house,  Downing 
on  Tuesday  the  22d  day  of  December  1835. 

Present,  the  Right  Hon. the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  William  Brougham,  esq. 
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Appendix  (F.) 


COPIES  extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Record  Board,  of 
all  Orders  relative  to  Printing,  Transcribing  and  Publishing  Works,  with  the  dates 
when  such  Orders  were  made. 


Pi  oceedings  of  the 
Board  relative  to 
Printing,  &c. 


Board,  26  April  1831. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  Henry  8 : 

Ordered,  That,  the  Index  to  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  be  completed  and  printed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

Rolls  of  Parliament,  8tc. : 

Ordered,  That  this  work  be  continued. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  procure  proper  estimates  of  the  yearly  or  other  expense  of 
continuing  the  two  last-mentioned  works,  and  of  the  time  required  for  their  completion. 

Rymer’s  Ecedera : 

Ordered,  That  all  measures  for  the  continuation  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  be  suspended. 

Chancery  Proceedings,  temp.  Elizabeth : 

Ordered,  That  all  measures  for  the  continuation  of  the  Calendar  to  Chancery  Proceedings 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  be  for  the  present  suspended. 

Index  Records,  Duchy  Lancaster  : 

Ordered,  That  all  measures  for  the  continuation  of  the  Index  to  the  Records  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  be  for  the  present  suspended. 

Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain: 

Ordered,  That  this  work  be  continued,  but  that  Mr.  Petrie  do  confer  with  Mr.  Petit  and 
Mr.  Allen  upon  the  contents  of  the  different  volumes  before  they  are  sent  to  press. 

Board,  20  May  1831. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  cause  the  Observations  of  Mr.  Illingworth  on  the  Public 
Records  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Commissioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  procure  from  Mr.  Thomson  an  estimate  of  the  time  and 
yearly  or  other  expense  requisite  for  completing  the  compilation  and  printing  of  the  Abridg- 
ment of  the  Register  of  Seisins,  distinguishing  the  particular  charges  for  compiling,  editing, 
correcting  the  press,  printing  and  paper ; and  also  an  estimate  of  the  time  and  yearly  or 
other  expense  requisite  for  completing  the  compilation  and  transcription  of  the  Abridgment 
of  the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  of  recopying  and  printing  the  same,  and  for  com- 
pleting the  transcription  of  the  Ancient  Charters,  and  the  printing  of  the  same.  And  that 
the  secretary  do  desire  Mr.  Thomson  to  furnish  the  Board  with  a detailed  statement  of  his 
reasons  for  recommending  the  termination  of  the  Abridgment  of  the  Register  of  the  Great 
Seal  in  the  form  hitherto  followed  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Sixth.  And  also  with  an  esti- 
mate of  the  time  and  yearly  or  other  expense  necessary  for  completing  the  Parliamentary 
Records  of  Scotland,  distinguishing  the  expense  of  completing  the  first  volume;  and  also 
the  expense  of  cancelling  and  reprinting  the  Records  of  the  Parliament  of  Charles  the  First; 
and  also  the  expense  of  compiling  and  printing  the  General  Index  of  Matters.  And  the 
secretary  is  also  to  desire  Mr.  Thomson  to  furnish  the  Board  with  his  opinion  as  to  the  sub- 
division of  the  Index  into  periods,  and  the  reason  of  his  opinion  in  detail. 


Board,  27  June  1831. 

The  secretary  read  to  the  Board  a letter  from  the  Hon.  J . Stewart,  one  of  the  secretaries 
to  the  Treasury,  dated  the  18th  June  1831. 

The  secretary  stated  that  upon  the  receipt  of  such  letter  from  Mr.  Stewart,  the  bills  for 
printing  in  England  alone  exceeding  8,000/.,  the  whole  of  which  are  unprovided  for,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  direct  that  all  printing  should  be  suspended  until  the  Commissioners 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  subject  into  consideration. 

Board,  22  August  1831.. 

The  secretary  stated  that,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  he  had  com- 
menced a compilation,  drawn  from  the  published  works  of  the  Commissioners,  the  various 
Reports  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  beginning  with  the  Report  from  the  Lords’  Com- 
mittees in  1719,  the  Minute  Books,  and  a considerable  manuscript  collection  in  his  hands, 
the  design  of  which  was  to  show  in  a short  space  the  nature  and  particulars  of  the  different 
•works  printed  or  transcribed  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  to  give 
some  details  respecting  the  principal  kinds  of  records,  their  use,  repositories,  &c.,  and  that 
h O.33,  5 P 3 lie 
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Proceedings  of  the 
Board  relative  to 
Printing,  &c. 


he  proposed  to  print  such  compilation  in  an  8vo.  form,  as  cheaper  and  more  convenient  for 
use  than  the  folio  form  hitherto  adopted  in  the  Reports,  &c.  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
secretary  stated  he  conceived  that  such  work,  with  a short  supplemental  volume,  would 
supersede  the  necessity  of  any  general  report  such  as  the  Commissioners  had  formerly  been 
in  the  habit  of  making,  and  the  printing  of  which  has  cost  several  thousand  pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  at  liberty  to  continue  and  complete  such  compilation,  and 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  printed.  , „ _ , 

Produced,  A letter  from  Mr.  Lemon,  dated  the  30th  of  July  1831. 

The  secretary  stated  that,  after  consulting  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  some  other  Com- 
missioners, he  had  given  directions  for  resuming  and  completing  the  printing  of  the  last 
volume  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  mentioned  in  such  letter,  in  pursuance  of  a former 


Order  of  the  Board.  _ , . _ , _ . , , 

Produced,  A letter  from  Mr.  Petrie,  dated  the  22d  of  July  1831  ; and  also  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Peterie,  dated  the  27th  of  July  1831. 

The  secretary  stated  that,  after  consulting  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  some  other  Com- 
missioners, he  had  directed  that  the  printing  of  the  materials  for  the  History  of  England 
should  be  resumed.  .....  . 

The  secretary  stated  that  the  printing  of  all  the  other  works  including  those  commenced 
in  Scotland,  still  remained  suspended,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Board. 

The  secretary  laid  before  the  Board  a letter  from  Mr.  Palgrave,  dated  the  20th  of  August 

Ordered,  That  the  essay  mentioned  in  such  letter  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Commis- 


sioners. 


Board,  17  November  1831. 

Produced,  A volume  containing  further  extracts  from  the  ancient  Placita,  in  the  Chapter 
House,  made  by  Mr.  Devon,  and  also  a letter  from  Mr.  Devon,  dated  the  1st  of  November 
1831.  * The  secretary  stated  that  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  a Committee  of  the 
Commissioners  he  had  not  only  given  directions  for  having  the  ancient  Placita  repaired, 
but  also  for  having  the  same  transcribed  with  a view  to  printing  at  some  future  period. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

The  secretary  stated  that,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Board,  he  had  given  orders  for 
printing  the  general  indexes  to  the  five  volumes  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  a statement  that  those  indexes  would  be  of  little  or  no  use,  and  which  statement, 
upon  investigation,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  to  be  correct,  he  had  countermanded 
such  orders.  The  completion  and  printing  of  such  indexes  would,  according  to  the  esti- 
mate, cost  at  least  1 ,coo  l. 

Produced,  Two  letters  from  Mr.  Bayley  respecting  the  early  chancery  proceedings,  dated 
the  30th  of  August  1831  and  15th  November  1831.  ..  _ 

Ordered,  Upon  a statement  made  by  the  secretary,  that  the  third  volume  of  the  Chancery 
Proceedings  temp.  Elizabeth  be  forthwith  completed,  and  that  a selection  of  the  Chancery 
Proceedings  prior  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  not  already  printed  in  the  prefaces  to  the  two 
first  volumes  of  Chancery  Proceedings  temp.  Elizabeth,  be  transcribed,  translated,  and  got 
ready  for  the  press. 


Board,  11  February  1832. 

The  secretary  stated  that  he  had  given  directions  to  Mr.  Devon  to  commence  the  trans- 
cription of  the  early  Placita,  as  stated  at  the  last  Board,  and  also  the  early  Fines  and  a 
duplicate  of  a Pipe  Roll  of  the  reign  of  John,  preserved  at  the  Chapter  House,  and  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  have  the  latter  printed  as  soon  as  the  transcript  should  be  completed. 
Note.— This  Pipe  Roll  and  the  Roll  of  Stephen  are  intended  as  specimens. 

The  secretary  stated  that  he  had  made  arrangements  with  Mr.  Hardy,  one  of  the  clerks  at 
the  Tower,  for  commencing  the  printing  of  the  Close  Rolls  ; that  it  was  proposed  that  500 
copies  should  be  printed  in  the  form  of  a small  folio. 

Board,  23  June  1832. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus : , 

It  was  finally  resolved  that  the  Sixth  volume  of  this  work  should  be  completed  at  the 
press. 

Records  of  the  Duchy  Court  of  Lancaster. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  volume  of  this  work  be  completed  at  the  press. 

Chancery  Proceedings  temp.  Elizabeth  : , 

The  third  volume  was  produced,  and  it  was  Ordered  that  the  New  Commission  should  be 
prefixed  to  it,  and  the  volume  published  in  the  usual  way. 

Materials  for  the  History  of  England  : 

Produced,  M r.  Petrie’s  annual  report  and  estimate. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  order  the  King’s  printer  to  commence  the  printing  of  the 
Welsh  Laws,  whenever  Mr.  Petrie  shall  think  it  expedient. 
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Produced,  A letter  from  Mr.  Ellis,  relative  to  the  reprint  of  the  Introduction  to  Domes- 
dav  Book. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  desire  Mr.  Ellis  also  to  prepare  a list  of  all  the  possessors 
of  lands  named  in  Domesday,  who  were  also  possessors  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor. 

Produced,  Three  letters  from  Mr.  Charles  Devon,  of  the  Chapter  House,  relative  to  trans- 
cripts making  by  him  in  that  repository. 

Board,  30  June  1832. 

Nonas  Rolls,  lately  discovered.  Survey  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  upon  the  grant  to 
Edward  the  Black  Prince.  Mr.  Vanderzee  to  proceed  in  the  transcription  of  these  records. 

Parliamentary  Writs,  vol.  2,  div.  3 : 

Ordered,  That  the  printing  of  this  division  be  completed. 

The  Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland  : 

Ordered,  That  the  compilation  and  printing  of  the  first  and  last  volumes  of  this  work  be 
resumed. 


Board,  9 August  1832. 

Parliamentary  Writs.  The  Speaker  proposed  amongst  other  things,  that  Mr.  Palgrave  be 
instructed  to  make  collections  to  complete  his  transcripts  for  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  on  the 
plan  which  he  has  hitherto  pursued,  but  that  this  restriction  to  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
shall  not  prevent  Mr.  P.  from  making  transcripts  for  the  period  antecedent  to  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.,  which  tend  to  illustrate  the  early  history  of  our  parliamentary  and  other  remedial 
courts. 

The  Board  passed  a resolution  to  the  above  effect. 

Board,  1 December  1832. 

Foreign  State  Papers,  Tower  of  London  : 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  be  authorized  to  make  search  amongst  all  the  mis- 
cellaneous documents  and  records  in  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower,  for  all  letters  and 
correspondence  to  and  from  foreign  powers,  and  other  documents  connected  with  thq 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  and  that  Sir  F.  Palgrave  and  the  secretary  do  appoint 
some  proper  person  to  make  the  transcripts  of  such  as  they  shall  select  as  fit  to  be  trans- 
cribed, and  that  the  secretary  do  write  to  Mr.  Petrie  and  send  him  a copy  of  this  order, 
and  do  request  him  to  give  every  facility  for  the  making  of  the  above  searches  and  tran- 
scripts. 


Board,  22  January  1833. 

Pipe  Rolls  at  the  Tower : 

Proposal  to  transcribe  and  print  two  Pipe  Rolls  at  the  Tower.  No  order  made,  the  secre- 
tary having  omitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  this  number  of  the  notes  of 
business. 

Board,  11  February  1833, 

Pipe  Rolls : 

Ordered,  That  the  two  Pipe  or  Chancellor’s  Rolls  at  the  Tower,  6 Rich.  1,  & 7 John,  be 
transcribed  and  printed  as  suggested  in  the  notes  of  business  for  the  last  Board,  No.  XII. 
p.  60,  and  that  the  secretary  do  take  the  necessary  steps  for  that  purpose. 

Calendar  to  the  whole  of  the  Rolls  of  the  reign  of  King  John,  now  remaining  at 
the  Tower : 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  write  to  Mr.  Petrie  and  request  that  a transcript  of  this 
Calendar  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Board. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with  Mr.  Bayley’s  Publication  of  the  Calendars  in  Chancery,  and  his  charges 
for  the  same : 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  and  evidence  be  printed,  25  copies  only,  and  for  the  private 
use  of  the  Board. 


Board,  2 March  1833. 

Resolved,  Reference  being  had  to  some  recent  orders  of  the  Board,  that  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  be  appointed  Sub-commissioner  for  the  formation  and  publication  of  Calendars  of 
the  miscellaneous  unsorted  and  uncalendered  records  at  the  Tower. 

The  form  of  the  order  to  be  fixed  at  the  next  Board. 

Board,  9 March  1833. 

New  edition  of  the  General  Introduction  to  Domesday  Book,  8tc.,  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis, 
2 vols.  8vo. 

Publication  of  this  work  ordered. 

®'33*  5 p 4 Board, 


Appendix  (F.) 
No.  2. 

Proceedings  of  tli 
Board  relative  to 
Printing,  &c. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix  (F.) 
No.  h. 

Proceedings  of  the 
Board  relative  to 
Printing,  &c. 


8s6  ' appendix  to  report  from  the 

Board,  30  March  1833. 

Survey  of  the  principal  Repositories  of  Public  Records: 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  laid  before  the  Board  the  Report  prepared  by  himself  and  Mr.  Hallara, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Commissioners. 

Ancient  Surveys,  Terriers,  and  Extents  of  Lands,  Registers  of  Services,  volumes 
supplementary  to  Domesday: 

Produced  The  notes  drawn  up  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  and  printed  in  the  notes  of  business. 
Ordered  That  Sir  Henry  Ellis  be  authorized  to  prepare  for  the  press,  a volume  of  the 
q„rvovs  &c  soecified  in  his  notes;  but  this  is  not  to  preclude  the  insertion  in  the  volume  of 
anv  other  similar  surveys,  and  that  Sir  Henry  Ellis  do  from  time  to  time  communicate  with 
Mr.  Wynn  upon  that  portion  of  his  work  which  relates  to  Males. 

Inquisitiones  post  mortem  Calendar  of  Heirs  : 

Produced,  The  Specimens  printed  in  the  notes  of  business.. 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Roberts  be  authorized  to  commence  the  compilation  of  a Genealogical 
Calendar  of  the  Inquisitions  post  mortem,  an  is  suggested,  such  calendar  to  be  so  framed 
that  the  manuscript  be  in  itself  a perfect  calendar,  although  such  part  of  tt  is  only  to  be 

minted  as  will  supply  the  defects  in  the  published  volumes. 

t That  Mr  Roberts  do  also  frame  a General  Calendar  of  the  Inquisitions  post 

mortem  recently  discovered,  upon  the  plan  recommended  by  Sir  >•'.  Palgrave,  with  such 

alterations  and  additions  (if  any)  as  may  hereafter  appear  advisable. 

Survey  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  made  upon  the  grant  to  Edward  the  B ack  Prince. 
Statement  of  the  reasons  for  countermanding  the  order  for  transcribing  this  Record,— & 
the  Notes  of  Business. 

Board,  27  April  1833. 

The  Sixth  Volume  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  : 

Ordered,  That  all  the  volumes  of  the  Valor  be  collated  with  the  original  Record,  and 
„ T.,j,ie  0f  Corrioenda  be  printed  with  the  sixth  volume,  and  that  the  task  of  collating  be 
entrusted  to  thc^Rev.  S.  Hunter,  the  secretary,  stating  that  that  gentleman  was  about  to 
come  to  London,  with  the  view  of  taking  permanent  employment  under  the  Board. 

The  Yelverton  Manuscripts : . , , , , T 1 /-<  m * 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  apply  to  the  Right  honourable  Lord  Ca  thorpe,  that  an 
account  of  the  contents  of  these  Manuscripts  may  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Board. 

The  Manuscripts  at  Holkham : . ■ 

Ordered  That  the  secretary  do  apply  to  Mr.  Coke,  that  the  Board-may  be  allowed  to  have 
a copy  made  of  the  Catalogue  of  these  Manuscripts. 

State  Papers  at  Hatfield  House : , , . ,,  , , 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  apply  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  that  the  Board  may  be 
permitted  to  have  a Catalogs  of  the  Papers  made  for  their  use;  also  to  have  the  Com- 
pendium Recordorum,  by  Agarde,  collated  with  Powell  s printed  volume. 

Board,  1 June  1833. 

Acts  of  the  Privy  Council : 

Produced  The  remarks  on  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council  printed  in  the  Notes  of  Business. 
The  secretay  stating  that  he  had  instructed  the  King's  printer  to  put  into  type  a specimen 

Ordetod/I’hat  Si^Harrl^Nicolas  be  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  printing  of  this  work, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 

Board,  22  June  1833. 

Transcription  and  Publication  of  the  early  great  Rolls  of  the  Pipe  : 

Proposal  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  bart.,  who  has  undertaken  to  collate  the  printed  sheets 
with  the  original  Records,  that  a smaller  type  should  be  adopted  on  the  ground  of  a con- 
siderable  saving  of  expense. 

Produced,  Specimens  of  each  species  of  type  ; also  T 

Produced,  A letter  from  Mr.  Macdonald  of  the  King  s printer  s office,  d*“d 
Ordered,  That  the  series  of  Rolls  of  the  Pipe  be  printed  m the  same  type  and m the  same 
form  as  the  Roll  commonly  called  the  Roll  of  St.  Stephen,  editing  by  Mr.  Foxton,  and  tire 
Chancellor’s  Roll  of  John,  edited  by  Mr.  Charles  Devon. 

The  Inquisitiones  post  mortem — Calendar  of  Heirs  : 

Produced,  The  statement  on  this  subject,  printed  in  the  Agenda ; also 
Produced,  A letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Roberts,  dated  the  11th  day 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberts  be  directed  to  proceed  in  the  formation  of  this  Oateod*  uP?e 
the  plan  originally  suggested  by  him;  but  this  matter  is  to  be  again  brought  befoie 
Board,  should  Mr.  Protheroe  desire  it. 


Board,  3 August  1833. 

The  First  Volume  of  the  Close  Rolls.  The  Chancellor’s  Roll : 
Ordered,  That  these  volumes,  when  completed  at  the  press,  be  published. 


The 
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The  Sixth  Volume  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  : 

It  being  stated  that  it  would  take  Mr.  Hunter  1 2 months  to  re-collate  the  whole  of  the 
Valor — ^ . 

Ordered, That  this  volume  be  published,  the  General  Introduction  and  General  Map  being 
prefixed,  should  they  appear  necessary. 

Ancient  Fines  at  the  Chapter  House  : 

The  whole  of  those  for  the  reigns  of  Richard  I.  and  John,  having  been  transcribed,  the 
printing  is  to  proceed,  but  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  otherworks. 

The  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera,  the  collations,  researches,  &c.  suggested  in  the  Agenda, 
page  452,  to  be  commenced  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary. 

The  Liber  de  Antiquis  Legibus ; Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  and  Registrum 
Brevium : 

Produced,  A letter  from  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  an  extract  from  which  is  printed  in  the  Agenda. 

Such  one  of  these  Manuscripts  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  as  Sir  F.  Palgrave 
and  the  secretary  shall  upon  further  consideration  select. 

Board,  23  November,  1833. 

The  Pipe  Roll  of  Stephen,  and  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Equi- 
table Jurisdiction.  These  works  being  finished  at  the  press : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published. 

Board,  8 February  1834. 

The  Docquets  of  Patents  of  Charles  I.  whilst  at  Oxford  : 

Ordered,  That  the  transcript  of  this  manuscript  be  sent  to  the  printer. 

Board,  22  March  1834. 

Privy  Council  Books,  two  volumes  being  finished  at  press : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published. 

Board,  17  May  1834. 

Extracts  from  the  Fine  Rolls,  to  facilitate  the  compilation  of  the  Calendarium 
Genealogicum.  Read  Mr.  Charles  Roberts’  letter : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberts  be  authorized  to  print  these  Extracts  in  an  octavo  volume. 

Earliest  Patent  and  other  Rolls  preserved  at  the  Tower  : 

Ordered,  upon  the  statement  of  the  Secretary,  That  the  earliest  of  each  series  of  Rolls, 
as  the  Patent,  the  Almain,  the  Roman,  the  Norman,  the  Gascon,  the  Fine,  be  sent  to  the 
press,  and  that  the  calendaring  of  such  (if  any)  portion  of  the  Rolls  so  to  be  printed  as 
may  be  now  in  progress,  be  suspended ; the  advance  of  the  printing  to  be  regulated  by  the 
amount  of  the  funds  that  may  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  and  the  expense  of 
the  other  necessary  operations  now  carrying  on. 

General  Report  to  His  Majesty. 

Produced,  The  Report  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter  upon  the  Returns  intended  to  be  com- 
prised in  the  Appendix  to  such  General  Report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do  proceed  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Returns,  and  do  draw 
up  heads  of  the  proposed  Report. 

Copy  of  the  Office  Inventory  or  Repertory  of  all  the  Records  at  the  Tower  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  write  to  Mr.  Petrie,  and  request  that  this  copy  be  made 
instead  of  a copy  of  the  Office  Calendar  of  the  Miscellaneous  Records  there. 

Parliamentary  Writs,  vol.  ii.  div.  3 ; Privy  Council  Books,  vols.  3 and  4 ;• 
volume  of  Miscellaneous  Records  from  the  Chapter  House;  volume  of 
Early  Fines ; concluding  volume  of  the  Duchy  . of  Lancaster  Calendars  : 

Ordered,  That  these  volumes,  when  completed  at  the  press,  be  published. 

Board,  17  January  1835. 

The  printed  Case  of  Robert  Pitcairn,  Esquire,  Writer  to  His  Majesty’s  Signet, 
together  with  the  Correspondence  of  Thomas  Thomson,  Esquire,  Deputy 
Clerk  Register  and  the  Secretary;  and  an  Appendix  of  Mr.  Thomson’s 
Quarterly  Reports,  from  January  1832  to  March  1831,  was  laid  before  the  Sic.  orig~ 
Board : 

Acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  vol.  v. ; Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis,  vols.  i.  anu  ii. ; 

Docquet  Book  of  King  Charles  the  First,  whilst  at  Oxford ; Patent  Rolls, 
vol.  i. ; Norman  Rolls,  vol.  i. : 

Ordered,  That  these  volumes,  when  completed  at  the  press,  be  published. 

Board,  14  February  1835. 

Plan  to  be  adopted  in  the  continuation  of  the  new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera.  Tran- 
scripts for  this  work  at  home  and  abroad.  The  Secretary  produced  sundry  portfolios  of 
transcripts  made  in  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  France  and  Portugal;  also,  such  poition 
°-33-  5 Q of 
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8s8  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  PROM  THE 

of  the  Appendixes  to  his  proposed  Report  as  has  been  printed,  and  stated,  that  he  hoped 
to  complete  the  Report  in  the  course  of  next  long  vacation  so  as  to  be  able  to  lay  it  before 
the  Commissioners  for  their  consideration  in  the  month  of  November. 

Board,  11  April  1835. 

Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls  at  the  Tower  of  London.  This  volume,  being 
completed  at  press,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  published  and  distributed  to  the  public  libraries  m the  usual  course. 

Plan  for  erecting  a General  Record  Office  upon  the  site  of  the  Rolls  Estate. 
Produced,  A small  volume  of  Documents  and  Letters  upon  this  subject,  printed  for  the 

™ Produced  ““statement  of  the  Rolls  at  the  Tower  of  London  in  the  coarse  of  being  tran- 
scribed  and  printed,  under  the  order  of  the  Board,  dated  17  May  1834. 

First  Volu'me  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis.  A passage  in  page  5 of  the  Intro- 

^Ordered,  That  this  passage  be  expunged,  or  altered,  before  the  volume  is  distributed  to 
the  different  public  libraries. 

Board,  23  May  1835. 

Produced,  a Report  of  Sir  Harris  Nicolas  respecting  the  Continuation  of  the  Publication 

°f  Ordered,  ThS'seaS  be°made  at  the  Privy  Council  Office,  the  State  Papr  Office  and 
amongst  the  Records  that  lately  belonged  to  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  for 
materials  for  the  future  volumes  of  this  work,  and  that  the  Secretary  write  to  the  piopei 

PeTheSprlntingloflhe1HarieiauSMS.,S No.  433,  mentioned  in  Sir  H.  Nicolas's  Report,  is  left 
to  his  judgment. 

Board,  l August  1835. 

The  Volume  of  the  Oblata  Rolls : , 

Ordered,  That  this  volume,  when  completed  at  the  press,  be  published. 

The  printing  of  an  octavo  edition  of  the  Anglo  Saxon  Laws  and  the  Welsh  Laws  pio 
duced  an  estimate  by  the  King’s  printers ; also  a specimen  of  the  proposed  octavo  volumes. 
Ordered,  That  the  folio  edition  be  also  published  in  an  octavo  form,  and  that  500  copies 

0fpmduoed,bApnPuted  list  of  libraries  and  repositories  to  which  such  pubhcations  have 
been  distributed,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  signed  Eyre  So  Spottiswood,  dated  February  1835. 
Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Eyre  So  Spottiswood  print  the  entire  list  in  alphabetical  order. 
Produced,  A specimen  of  the  catalogue  of  the  miscellaneous  records  m the  office  of  the 
King’s  Remembrancer,  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  catalogue  be  put  to  press.  , 

Produced,  A specimen  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Records. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  catalogue  ofllecords  in  the  Augmentation  Office  go  to  press 
The  printing  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Board  to  His  Majesty.  The  attention 
of  the  Speaker  was  drawn  to  this  matter,  in  order  that  he  might,  when  applied  to,  direct  a 
sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  Report  and  Appendix  to  be  worked  off  for  the  use  ot 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  . , , ..  ..  e T 

Produced,  Letters  from  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  respecting  the  publication  ot  the  Letters 
and  Correspondence  of  Hugh  le  Despenser,  the  Black  Prince,  See.  . , • 

Ordered,  That  Sir  F.  Palgrave  be  at  liberty  to  direct  the  documents  mentioned  m bis 
letter  to  be  transcribed. 


— No.  3.  — 

SUMMARY  from  the  Minute-Books  of  some  Measures  taken  by  the  Board  for  pre- 
serving the  Records  and  rendering  the  use  ot  them  more  convenient  to  the  Public.  c 
the  Evidence  of  C.  P.  Cooper , Esq.,  16th  March  1836. 


No.  3. 

Measures  taken  for 
preserving  Re- 
cords. 


Information  ob- 
tained. 

Mr.  Illingworth’s 
Observations. 


On  first  entering  on  their  duties,  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  was  naturally 
directed  to  the  possibility  of  obtaining  accurate  information  respecting  the  state  and  conoi- 
tion  of  the  several  depositories  of  Records,  the  usage  and  regulations  observed  m them, 
officers,  their  fees,  salaries  and  emoluments,  and  at  the  same  time  to  obtain  from  peis 
acquainted  with  these  affairs  that  information  which  might  guide  them  in  the  course  ot  retorn 
and  improvement  on  which  they  hoped  to  enter.  Mi, 

At  the  Board  held  26  April  1831,  It  was  ordered  that  the  secretary  do  request  iui- 
Illingworth  to  communicate  to  the  Board  his  opinion  upon  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  ro 
the  conservation  and  arrangement  of  the  Public  Records;  and 

At  the  Board  held  May 20  following,  “The  secretary  laid  before  the  Board  the  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Illingworth  on  the  Public  Records  drawn  up  in  pursuance  of  the  requestor 
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Board when  it  was  “ ordered  that  the  secretary  do  cause  the  observations  of  Mr.  Illing- 
worth to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Board,”  which  was  accordingly  done. 

These  observations  are  the  result  of  the  knowledge  obtained  by  a practical  man  who 
had  been  all  his  life  conversant  with  records,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  which  attend  the  existing  system,  the  impediments  to  the 
fair  and  reasonable  use  of  these  documents,  the  abuses  which  he  supposed  to  exist,  and  the 
state  of  many  of  the  most  important  of  the  records.  They  apply,  1.  To  the  Tower;  2.  The 
Rolls  Chapel ; 3.  The  Petty  Bag  Office ; 4.  The  King’s  Bench  Records  ; 5.  The  Records 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ; 6.  The  Exchequer  Records,  viz.  those  of  The  King’s  Re- 
membrancer’s Office,  The  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  The  Pipe  Office,  The 
Surveyor  General’s  Office,  The  Auditor’s  Office,  The  First  Fruit’s  Office,  The  Augmenta- 
tion Office,  The  Chapter  House. 

At  the  same  Board,  held  20  May  1831,  it  was  “ ordered  that  the  secretary  do  prepare  a 
series  of  questions  to  be  addressed  to  the  keepers  of  the  repositories  of  public  records  relative 
to  the  contents  of  such  repositories,  the  state  of  the  buildings,  the  arrangement  and  condi- 
tion of  the  records,  the  calendars  and  indexes  thereto ; the  officers  and  clerks  employed  in 
the  custody  and  arrangement  of  the  records,  their  duties,  salaries,  fees,  and  emoluments, 
days  and  hours  of  attendance,  and  other  particulars,  the  number  of  searches,  certificates  and 
copies  yearly  made  in  the  different  offices,  the  alterations  in  the  ancient  arrangement  and 
condition  of  the  different  offices  that  have  taken  place  since  the  returns  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  year  1800,  and  in 
particular  what  records  have  been  cleaned,  repaired  and  bound,  and  by  whom,  and  by  whose 
direction,  and  out  of  what  fund  the  expenses  thereof  have  been  defrayed ; the  measures 
necessary  or  expedient  for  rendering  the  use  of  the  records  more  convenient  to  the  public.” 

The  questions  were  prepared  accordingly,  and  transmitted  to  the  several  keepers.  They 
were  produced  at  the  Board  held  on  17  November  1831,  with  a list  of  the  several  offices  to 
which  they  had  been  sent,  when  an  order  was  made  that  they  should  be  transmitted  to  cer- 
tain other  offices  not  in  the  foregoing  list,  to  whom  similar  questions  had  been  sent  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800. 

The  twelve  questions  embraced  every  particular  head  of  inquiry  to  which  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  had  thought  it  proper  to  direct  their  attention  in  1800,  together 
with  a few  additional  inquiries. 

I.  What  are  the  several  sorts  and  descriptions  of  public  records,  rolls,  instruments,  and 
manuscript  books  and  papers,  in  your  custody  as  keeper  or  deputy  keeper  of  records, 
distinguishing  the  periods  of  time  to  which  each  sort  relates,  so  far  as  you  are  able  ? 

II.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  building  in  which  they  are  lodged,  as  to  security  and 
accommodation  for  the  keeping  thereof  ? 

III.  In  what  sort  of  preservation  are  the  said  records  &c.,  and  are  they  arranged  in  any, 
and  what  order  ? 

IV.  How  many  volumes  of  calendars  and  indexes,  &c.  are  there  relating  to  the  records, 
&c.  in  your  custody;  distinguishing  the  number  of  volumes  of  calendars  belonging  to  each 
class  of  records ; and  specifying  to  which  of  these  classes  there  are  Indexes  Locorum, 
Virorum  et  Rerum ; and  are  there  complete  and  general  catalogues,  calendars,  schedules 
or  repertories,  and  also  particular  indexes  to  each  sort ; or  in  what  respect  are  the  said 
catalogues,  &c.  and  indexes  defective  ? What  proportion,  in  bulk  or  number,  of  the  records 
in  your  custody  are  unprovided  with  any  detailed  calendar  or  index,  and  what  is  their 
general  nature,  and  in  what  part  of  the  repository  are  they  placed  ? 

What  degree  of  utility  would  result  from  any  defective  catalogues,  &c.  and  indexes 
being  completed  1 State  the  shortest  time  within  which  such  as  would  be  useful  might  be 
completed,  by  the  ordinary  diligence  of  the  persons  employed  in  your  office,  and  specify 
such  extra  assistance  (if  any)  as  would  be  necessary  for  completing  them,  and  the  time 
within  which  the  same  might  be  so  completed ; and  in  case  any  such  catalogues,  &c.  or 
Indexes  as  are  wanting  in  your  office  are  known  to  exist  elsewhere,  specify  the  place  where, 
or  the  persons  in  whose  hands  they  are  or  lately  were,  and  whether  they  are  public  or 
private  property. 

V.  Which  of  the  above  calendars  would  it  be  useful  to  the  public  to  have  printed,  and 
which  of  them  are  sufficiently  correct  and  complete  for  the  press,  or  maybe  made  so  by  the 
ordinary  diligence  of  the  persons  employed  in  your  office,  or  with  any  and  what  assistance, 
and  within  what  period  from  the  time  of  beginning  to  prepare  the  same  for  the  press  ? 
Specify  how  many  printed  volumes  each  of  these  sets  would  make  in  the  same  sized  paper 
and  type  as  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  and  containing  800  pages  in  each  volume. 

VI.  How  many  volumes  of  calendars  and  indexes  to  the  Records  in  the  said  office  have 
been  added  thereto,  for  the  public  use,  during  the  last  30  years,  or  since  the.  present  keeper 
of  the  records  came  into  office;  distinguishing  those  which  have  been  made  by  the  officers 
or  clerks  employed  therein,  and  those  which  have  been  added  thereto  by  gift  or  purchase, 
or  otherwise '( 

VII.  What  officers  or  clerks  are  employed  for  the  custody  and  arrangement  of  the  records, 
&c.  in  your  office  ? Specify  their  general  duties,  so  far  as  they  regard  the  custody  or 
arrrangement  of  the  said  records,  81c.,  and  the  days  and  hours  of  their  attendance  for  that 
purpose,  together  with  an  account  of  their  net  annual  salaries,  allowances  and  emoluments 
(if  any)  paid  to  them  by  the  public,  or  derived  from  any  and  what  other  source,  in  respect 
of  such  custody.  See.,  and  a Table  of  the  several  Fees  demanded  for  each  search,  certificate 
or  copy  of  the  said  x’ecords,  &c.,  or  attendance  therewith ; together  with  an  account  of  the 
net  annual  amount  thereof  upon  the  average  of  the  last  three  years,  for  which  the  same  can 
be  made  up. 
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VIII.  Is  there  any  person  specially  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  said  records,  Sec.  whose 
duty  it  is  to  attend  upon  every  search,  and  to  take  care  that  every  record.  Sec.  be  duly  and 
safely  restored  to  its  proper  place,  and  what  is  the  name  of  his  office,  or  is  there  any  other 
and  what  regulation  observed  for  effecting  these  purposes  ? 

IX  What  number  of  searches,  certificates  and  copies  respecting  the  said  records,  See. 
have  been  made  in  your  office  during  the  last  three  years,  whereof  any  account  has  been 
kept?  Specify  the  particular  years,  and  the  number  of  such  searches,  certificates  and  copies 

respectively  in  each  year,  so  far  as  you  are  able.  ' 

X.  Has  any  and  what  alteration  taken  place  in  the  contents,  arrangement  or  condition  of 
your  office,  or  in  any  other  material  circumstance  respecting  the  said  records,  See.  since  the 

ye  XI8  Have  any  and  what  number  of  records  been  cleaned,  repaired  and  bound  in  your 
office  since  the  year  1800?  Specify  the  sorts  and  descriptions  of  the  same,  and  in  what 
years  the  same  were  cleaned,  repaired  or  bound,  and  by  whom,  and  by  whose  direction,  and 
at  whose  expense ; and  out  of  what  fund  the  expenses  thereof  have  been  defrayed? 

XII.  Are  there  any  matters  not  comprised  in  the  preceding  questions  which  it  is 
necessary  or  expedient  to  observe  for  rendering  the  use  of  the  said  records,  See.  in  your 
custody  more  convenient  to  the  public ; and  what  are  those  matters  ? 

Answers  were  obtained  to  the  questions  from  all  the  principal  offices,  and  from  most  of 
the  smaller  offices,  presenting  a large  body  of  information  on  all  the  subjects  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Commissioners  was  to  be  directed.  At  the  Board  held  on  23  June  1832, 
the  answers  were  referred  to,  and  it  was  then  proposed  that  they  should  be  printed  as  an 
Appendix  to  a General  Report,  on  the  model  of  the  First  Report  and  Appendix  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800;  inquiry  was  to  be  made  as  to 
a proper  person  to  digest  and  methodize  them;  and  at  the  Board  held  October  1832, 
Mr.  Webster  was  appointed  to  execute  this  duty.  The  returns  were  subsequently  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hunter,  a Sub-commissioner,  whose  report  upon  them  was  pro- 
duced at  the  Board  held  on  12  May  1834,  when  it  was  “Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunter  do 
proceed  in  the  arrangement  of  the  returns,”  most  of  which  are-now  printed  as  a portion  ot 

the  Appendix  to  the  intended  General  Report. 

Another  measure  which  appeared  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  highly  expedient  and  neces- 
sary for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  committed  to  them,  was  to  make  a personal 
inspection  of  the  principal  depositories  of  records.  The  suggestion  was  made  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  at  the  Board  held  26  November  1832;  upon  whose  motion  it  was 
“ Resolved  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  towrite  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  His  Majesty  s 
Treasury  stating  that  this  Board  consider  it  to  be  their  duty  to  recommend  that  the  several 
repositories  of  public  records  be  forthwith  surveyed  and  examined  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether,  in  their  present  state,  they  are  sufficient  for  the  commodious  reception  of 
the  records  appropriated  to  them,  having  regard  to  security  from  fire  and  damp,  and  to  a 
convenient  disposition  of  the  records  for  the  public  access;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  in 
their  present  state  they  are  not  sufficient,  whether  by  any  and  what  means  they  can  be 
rendered  sufficient.  And  further,  that  this  Board  takes  the  liberty  to  suggest  to  the  Lords 
■Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  the  propriety  of  directing  some  one  of  the 
architects  now  employed  under  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  to  make  the 
survey  and  examination  here  recommended ; and  that  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
efficacy  of  this  examination,  the  Board  will  nominate  two  of  their  members  to  be  in  com- 
munication with  him.  And  the  secretary  is  further  instructed  to  request  that  the  secretary 
will  submit  his  letter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ireasury. 
It  was  also  “ Resolved,  That  Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  be  requested  to  take  the 
trouble  to  attend  the  architect  who  shall  be  appointed  at  the  several  repositories  of  records, 
for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  foregoing  resolution.”  . . , , . . . „■ 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  undertook  the  task  enjoined  by  the.  resolution.  His 
Maiestv’s  Government  consented  to  name  an  architect  for  the  purpose,  and  the  said  Com- 
missioners immediately  placed  themselves  in  communication  with  Sir  C.  B.  Stephenson  at 
the  office  of  Woods  and  Forests,  Land  Revenue  and  Works.  . 

They  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  their  task,  accompanied  by  two  gentlemen  trom  that 
office  on  several  days,  when  they  visited,  1 . The  King’s  Mews,  then  the  temporary  deposi- 
tory of  the  immense  mass  of  records  which  for  so  many  years  were  contained  m the  wooden 
shed  in  Westminster  Hall,  belonging  to  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  office  of  the  King  s 
Remembrancer;  2.  The  Pipe  Office;  3.  The  office  of  the  Lord  Treasurer  s Remembrancer  ; 
4.  The  Tower;  5.  The  Rolls  Chapel ; 6.  The  Chapter  House;  7.  The  Stone  lower  at  West- 
minster. The  Report  was  laid  before  the  Board  on  27th  April  1833,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Commissioners.  . , 

At  a subsequent  Board  held  on  22d  June  1833,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Protheroe, 
in  the  midst  of  a statement  respecting  the  operation  of  cleaning  and  repairing  records 
which  were  going  on  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  laid  before  the  Board  some  remarks  on 
the  state  of  the  records  in  that  office,  and  the  exposure  of  them  to  accident  from  fire,  which 
the  subsequent  event,  when  they  narrowly  escaped  destruction  in  the  fire  which  consumed 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  rendered  remarkable. 

MEASURES  taken,  founded  on  the  Information  received. 


1. — Repositories.  Records  in  Masses. 

At  a Board  held  on  20th  May  1831,  it  being  represented  (by  Mr.  Illingworth,  in  the 
observations  before  referred)  that  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  the  Kora 
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Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  and  in  the  Pipe  Office,  now  deposited  in  the  vaults  on 
the  eastern  side  of  Somerset  House,  are  in  great  danger  of  perishing  from  damp  and  other 
causes ; also,  that  certain  Records,  kept  in  the  roof  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  have  suffered  con- 
siderable injury  from  being  alternately  exposed  to  excessive  heat  and  damp,  and  other 
Records  under  the  organ-loft  have  suffered  much  from  the  dust  to  which  the  same  are  there 
exposed  ; that  the  Records  in  the  Chapter  House  are  exposed  to  danger  from  fire,  from  a 
building  lately  erected,  adjoining  that  repository ; and  that  the  Records  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  were  deposited  in  the  wooden  shed,  in  Westminster  Hall,  are  in  a very 
insecure  state,  and  suffering  great  injury  from  damp. 

Ordered,  That  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn  and  Edward  Protheroe,  Esq.,  do  form  a Committee  to  consider  whether  - 
,it  be  expedient  to  remove  any  of  the  Public  Records  from  their  present  repositories,  and 
also  to  consider  where  it  will  be  expedient  to  provide  repositories  for  the  Records  to  be  so 
removed;  and  also,  to  inquire  what  changes  and  alterations  have  taken  place  in  the  repo- 
sitories of  Public  Records  since  the  Report  of  the  Record  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1800. 

The  Committee  assembled  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  when  they  were  furnished  by 
-the  secretary  with  some  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  Chapter  House,  the  Tower,  the  Pipe 
Office,  and  the  Rolls  Chapel,  chiefly  in  reference  to  what  had  been  recommended  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800,  and  done  in  consequence.  The 
attention  of  the  Committee  was  also  especially  drawn  by  him,  1.  to  the  Records  in  the  vaults 
under  the  eastern  side  of  Somerset  House ; 2.  to  the  danger  of  fire  from  some  buildings 
lately  erected  near  the  Chapter  House;  and  3. to  the  records  recently  removed  to  the  King’s 
Mews,  or  still  remaining  in  the  wooden  shed  in  Westminster  Hall. 

Mr.  Wynn  and  Mr.  Protheroe  visited  the  vaults  at  Somerset  House  and  the  parts  of  the 
King’s  Mews  in  which  the  Records  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  were  deposited. 

At  the  next  Board,  which  was  held  on  10th  June  1831,  notes  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Committee  were  read. 

1.  The  Chapter  House.-*-Certain  improvements  respecting  the  keeping  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  Records  recommended,  That  the  surveyor-general  should  be  directed  to  report 
on  the  buildings  adjoining,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  fire,  arising  from  the  contiguity. 

2.  The  vaults  at  Somerset  House  reported  to  be  utterly  unfit  repositories  for  Records: 
the  Records,  it  was  thought,  were  about  to  be  removed. 

3.  The  King’s  Mews. — Records  lately  removed  thither;  others  to  be  brought:  danger 
front  fire  arising  from  a canteen,  which  has  been  lately  erected  against  the  wall  of  the 
building,  and  from  a quantity  of  old  timber  and  building  materials  piled  up  near  it: 
recommended  that  they  shall  be  removed. 

At  the  Board  which  was.  held  1 December  183a,  the  secretary  reported  that  he  had  had 
several  interviews  with  Sir  Benjamin  Stephenson,  on  the  subject  of  the  buildings  adjoin- 
ing the  Chapter  House,  and  is  enabled  to  state,  that  although  it  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory  had  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster  removed  the  insignificant  building 
which  has,  as  it  appears,  for  a century  past  created  some  alarm  for  the  safety  of  this 
repository,  yet  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  the  apprehensions  that  have  been  felt. 

He  also  reported  at  the  same  Board,  That  the  canteen  and  the  piles  of  timber,  which 
were  supposed  to  endanger  the  Records  at  the  King’s  Mews,  had  been  removed,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  application  made  by  him  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance. 

Notice  was  not  taken  by  this  Committee  of  the  Records  in  the  roof  of  the  Rolls  Chapel, 
which  had  been  reported  to  be  in  an  unsafe  state,  through  exposure  to  alternate  heat  and 
damp,  in  consequence  of  a plan  being  at  that  time  under  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty’s 
Government  for  the  great  enlargement  of  the  accommodation  afforded  to  the  Records  in  the 
Rolls  Chapel,  by  the  conversion  of  the  house  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  into  a repository 
of  Records. 

The  Memorial  of  Sir  John  Leach,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  addressed  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  setting  forth  the  extreme  desirableness  of  the  pro- 
posed changes,  was  produced  by  him  to  the  Board,  held  on  June  10th  1831,  when  he 
stated  that  if  the  plan  met  with  the  favourable  consideration  of  His  Majesty’s  Government, 
the  Records  in  the  vaults  at  Somerset  House,' as  well  as  those  of  the  King’s  Bench,  at  West- 
minster, which  are  there  in  an  inconvenient  repository,  might  be  received  into  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls’  House.  The  Commissioners  resolved  to  lend  their  support  to  the  plan,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor  was  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
respecting  it. 

The  following  Letter  was  also  addressed  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas 
Spring  Rice,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

New  Boswell  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

Sir,  July  7th  1831. 

I am  commanded  by  the  Commissioners  on  Public  Records  to  request  that  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  will  be  pleased  to  give  instructions  to  the  Sur- 
veyor-general to  inspect  the  King’s  Bench  Office  at  Westminster,  and  the  rooms  above 
and  below  and  adjoining  the  same,  and  also  the  Rolls  House,  in  Chancery  Lane,  and 
report  upon  the  practicability  of  removing  the  records  in  the  above  office  to  the  first  floor  of 
the  Rolls  House,  and  of  erecting  a court  for  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  with  the  requisite 
accommodation,  upon  the  site  of  the  King’s  Bench  Record  Office : and  also  to  inspect  the 
records  in  the  vaults  under  the  eastern  side  of  Somerset  House,  and  to  report  upon  the 
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j-  rv\  practicability  of  removing  the  same  to  the  second  floor  of  the  Rolls  House  : and  also  to 
Appendix  (F.)  J ct  cert'in  Records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  to  report  upon  the  practicability  of  rernov- 

" jncp  the  same  to  part  of  the  ground  floor  of  the  Rolls  House.  The  Commissioners  also 

Measures  taken  for  request  that  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  the  Surveyor-general  to  survey  the 
eJi  vS K Re-  buildings  contiguous  to  the  Chapter  House,  and  report  what  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to 
cords.  prevent  the  danger  of  fire,  to  which  this  repository  is  exposed  from  the  contiguity  of  such 

buildings.  j have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

The  Right  Honourable  T.  Spring  Rice,  C.  P.  Cooper. 

° Sec.  See.  See. 


King’s  Bench  Re- 
cords. 


Records  of  the  Pipe 
Office  and  Lord 
Treasurer’s  Re- 
membrancer. 


Records  formerly 
in  the  Shed  at 
Westminster  Hall. 


Common  Pleas 
Records. 


King’s  Remem- 
brancer's Records. 


Chancery  Records 
at  the  Tower. 


In  consequence  of  these  representations  the  Government  ordered  that  the  Records  in  the 
treasury  of  the  King’s  Bench  at  Westminster,  should  be  removed  to  the  Rolls  House, 
which  was  communicated  to  the  Board  on  the  11th  February  1832,  and  they  were  removed 
accordingly,  but  no  order  was  made  respecting  the  Records  in  the  vaults  at  Somerset  House: 
whereupon  the  Commissioners  directed  their  attention  to  the  possibility  of  somewhat  im- 
proving the  state  of  those  Records;  and  at  the  same  Board,  the  secretary  produced  a letter 
from  Mr.  Panton,  one  of  the  sworn  clerks  in  the  Pipe  Office,  in  reply  to  one  addressed  to 
him,  in  which  inquiry  was  made  concerning  a report  that  some  of  the  Records  in  those 
vaults  had  lately  been  removed  in  a state  of  decomposition;  in  which  Mr.  Panton  informs 
the  secretary  that  the  injury  had  been  sustained,  while  the  Records  were  closely  packed  in 
canvas  bags,  and  lodged  in  the  attics  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  quadrangle : and  that  he 
was  then  employed,  at  the  expense  of  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  Pipe,  m selecting  those 
accounts  which  were  partially  decayed,  in  order  to  clean  and  better  arrange  them,  that  they 
may  receive  no  further  injury  : that  the  partially  decayed  Records  are  comparatively  few, 
chiefly  accounts  of  the  duties,  excise,  customs,  and  of  public  accountants  at  home  and 
abroad,  between  the  years  1600  and  1780,  and  are  scarcely  ever  searched  into,  either 
by  the  public  or  the  officers  of  the  department.  The  secretary  stated  that  he  had  great 
hopes  of  soon  being  able  to  make  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Panton,  and  some  other  gentle- 
men, for  the  sorting  and  cleaning  the  Records  in  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s 
Office. 

Not  a little  has  been  done  for  the  better  preservation  of  these  Records  : but  nothing  short 
of  their  removal  from  their  present  depository  to  one  which  is  better  adapted  for  the  recep- 
tion of  them,  can  ever  be  regarded  as  meeting  the  just  expectations  of  the  public.  At  the 
same  time  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  Records,  of  which  we  speak,  are  not  the  very 
important  series  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  which  is  preserved  in  a repository  where  they  are  easily 
accessible,  and  in  a state  of  reasonable  security. 

In  1822,  on  the  erection  of  the  New  Courts,  at  Westminster,  an  immense  mass  ot  valu- 
able records,  which  were  those  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer, 
were  expelled  from  their  ancieut  repositories,  and  found  a temporary  shelter  in  the  large 
wooden  shed,  which,  for  many  years,  disfigured  the  great  Hall  at  Westminster.  When  this 
shed  was  removed,  preparatory  to  the  coronation  of  His  present  Majesty,  these  records 
required  to  be  removed  to  some  other  place  of  deposit,  and  no  place  more  convenient  could 
at  that  time  be  found  than  certain  buildings,  parts  of  the  King’s  Mews  at  Charing  Cross. 
The  removal  of  the  Records  of  the  Common  Pleas  took  place  by  direction  of  bir  Nicholas 
Tyndall  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  was  superintended  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Hewlett.  The 
removal  occupied  six  days  between  the  8th  and  15th  of  October  1830.  Mr.  Hewlett  made 
a report  on  the  removal  and  the  arrangement  and  distribution  of  them  in  their  new  deposi- 
tory, to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  which  report  was  laid  before  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
on  June  loth  1831 . It  did  not  appear  that  anything  more  was  in  the  power  of  the  Commis- 
sion in  respect  of  these  important  documents,  as  long  as  they  remained  in  what  was  become 
their  place  of  temporary  deposit.  Nor  when  the  King’s  Mews  was  taken  down  to  make 
way  for  the  National  Gallery,  could  more  be  done  than  to  be  assured  that  the  transference 
of  them  to  the  Carlton  House  Riding  School,  the  only  place  which  could  then  be  allotted 
for  the  reception  of  them,  was  done  in  a satisfactory  maimer,  which  was  reported  to  the 
Board  held  on  April  llth  1835.  ? 

Much  more  was  done  by  the  Commission  in  respect  of  the  Records  of  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer, which  were  also  removed  from  the  wooden  shed  to  the  King’s  Mews  in  1831.  They 
were  in  a state  of  the  greatest  confusion,  and  many  portions  of  them  in  the  last  stage  of 
decay,  having  been  exposed  to  every  kind  of  accident  while  in  the  shed.  Of  the  other  ope- 
rations notice  will  be  taken  afterwards,  most  of  these  record's  have  since  found  a more  con- 
venient and  more  suitable  resting-place  in  rooms  adjoining  the  Augmentation  Office,  while 
others  were  removed  to  the  Riding-house.  • • 4 

The  Records  at  the  Tower  have  presented  nothing  to  the  Commission  as  requisite  and 
practicable  for  their  better  conservation  as  a mass,  or  for  the  improvement  of  the  buildings 
to  which  they  are  preserved  ; but  it  being  understood  that  certain  vaults  beneath  the  room 
in  which  a great  portion  of  the  Records  in  this  depository  are  laid  up,  were  lately  converted 
into  a magazine  for  gunpowder,  the  same  was  reported  at  the  Board  held  30th  June  1832 ; 
when  it  was  Ordered, 

That  the  secretary  do  write  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and  request  that  such  maga- 
zine be  removed. 

A correspondence  ensued,  but  it  led  to  no  favourable  result.  It  appears,  however,  that 
as  long  ago  as  1732,  it  was  reported  respecting  this  repository,  that  although  Caesar’s  Chapel 
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was  a commodious  receptacle  for  Records,  yet  there  are  underneath  stores  of  gunpowder  be- 
longing to  the  office  of  Ordnance.  Again,  it  being  reported  that  alterations  have  been  lately 
made,  by  direction  of  the  Ordnance  Office  in  the  White  and  Wakefield  Towers,  endangering 
the  safety  of  the  Records,  at  the  Board  held  on  February  14th,  1835,  it  was  referred  to  Mr. 
petit  and  Mr.  Hallam  to  enquire  into  this  matter,  who  on  February  19th  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Petrie  on  the  subject. 

At  the  Board  held  March  30th,  1833,  the  subject  of  the  Records  belonging  to  the  late 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  land  revenue  for  Wales,  and  of  the  land  revenue  of  England  was 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners.  It  appeared  that  by  the  Act, 
2 Will.  IV.  c.  1,  intituled  “ An  Act  for  uniting  the  Office  of  the  Surveyor-general  of  His 
Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings  with  the  Office  of  His  Majesty’s  Woods,  Forests, 
and  Land  Revenue,”  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury 
to  provide  a proper  building  for  the  reception  of  them,  and  to  appoint  a keeper ; and  on  fur- 
ther inquiry  a report  was  made  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  April  22d,  1834,  that  this  sub- 
ject was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Treasury. 

The  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pells  being  abolished  by  the  Act,  4 Will.  IV.,  c.  15,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commission  was  directed  on  the  Records,  which  were  in  the  custody  of  that 
officer;  and  at  the  Board  held  April  11th,  1835,  the  secretary  stated  he  had  been  in  corres- 
pondence and  communication  with  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  Newport  (to  whose  cus- 
tody the  said  Records  had  been  transferred)  and  the  Treasury  respecting  these  valuable 
Records,  and  that  arrangement  had  been  made  for  having  them  cleaned,  sorted,  repaired,  and 
catalogued  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board. 

In  all  their  inquiries  into  the  present  state  of  the  repositories  for  Public  Records,  both  as 
regards  conservation,  and  facilities  of  access  and  reference,  the  Commissioners  have  seen 
reason  to  regret  the  inadequacy  of  many  of  the  existing  repositories  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
case,  and  especially  when  the  Records  have  been  in  a state  of  gradual  and  constant  accres- 
cence.  They  have  been  sensible  to  the  evils  which  attend  the  removals  which  have  been 
rendered  necessary  in  respect  of  a vast  mass  of  the  national  Records,  first  from  the  shed  in 
Westminster  Hall  to  the  King’s  Mews,  and  then  from  the  M ews  to  Carlton  House  Riding- 
school,  or  other  places  to  which  any  portions  of  that  great  mass  have  been  removed.  The 
risk  and  the  expense  were  important  considerations.  The  remedy  which  alone  presented 
itself  as  adequate  to  the  necessity,  was  the  erection  of  an  edifice  constructed  especially  with 
a view  to  the  reception  of  the  national  Records,  and  not  like  the  present  repositories,  built 
for  some  purpose  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  serving  the  purpose  of  such  a repository,  and 
only  made  to  serve  that  purpose,  because  no  better  place  of  deposit  could,  as  the  exigencies 
from  time  to  time  arose,  be  anywhere  found.  The  great  and  manifold  advantages  of  such 
a general  repository,  both  as  respects  conservation,  arrangement,  and  the  public  convenience 
in  respect  of  access  (one  of  the  great  inconveniences  of  the  present  system  being  that  a 
search  must  in  many  cases  be  made  in  different  offices  lying  apart  from  each  other,  and  at 
distances  perhaps  even  from  the  Tower  to  the  Chapter  House  at  Westminster,)  determined 
the  Commissioners  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  attention  of  His  Majesty’s  Government, 
confident  as  they  are  that  anything  short  of  this,  however  it  might  palliate  an  existing  evil, 
would  be  no  effectual  remedy,  and  that  similar  evils  would  present  themselves  in  quick  suc- 
cession, with  the  growth  of  the  constantly  accumulating  mass ; and  that  an  expense  might 
be  incurred  in  minute  (though  large)  sums,  which  in  the  aggregate  would  afford  the  means 
of  carrying  into  effect  a plan  adequate  to  the  whole  necessities  of  the  case. 

The  proposal  of  Sir  John  Leach,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  to  surrender  the  Rolls  House,  to 
form  an  additional  repository  of  Records,  to  which  reference  has  before  been  made,  opened 
to  the  Commissioners,  of  whom  he  was  one,  a prospect  of  being  able  to  present  to  the 
consideration  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  a scheme  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
object.  The  site  of  the  Rolls  House,  with  the  garden  adjoining,  lying  between  Chancery 
Lane  and  Fetter  Lane,  appeared  to  offer  as  convenient  a site  for  such  a general  record  office 
as  it  could  reasonably  be  expected  to  obtain  ; and  as  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  willing  to 
surrender  it  for  the  purpose,  a great  preliminary  difficulty  seemed  to  be  overcome.  Many 
of  the  details  of  this  scheme  are  set  forth  in  a pamphlet  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Board 
in  May  1832. 

During  the  remainder  of  that  year  and  in  the  early  months  of  1833,  the  scheme  was  fre- 
quently under  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners  : and  in  April  1833  Mr.  Protheroe  in 
the  name  of  the  Board  made  a representation  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  strongly  urging 
on  their  attention  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  proposed  or  some  similar  plan. 

On  September  4th,  1833,  a letter  was  addressed  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Commissioners* 
expressing  a general  approbation  of  the  plan,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  effect  without 
expense  to  the  public. 

On  January  25th,  1834,  the  Board  came  to  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  due  preservation  of  the  Records  now  kept  in  one 
wing  of  the  King’s  Mews,  Charing-cross,  and  in  the  vaults  on  the  east-side  of  Somerset 
House,  that  a proper  building  be  forthwith  erected  for  their  reception,  and  his  Honor,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  consenting  that  the  Rolls-garden,  Chancery-lane,  be  applied  for  the 
purpose,  after  appropriating  space  on  the  south-side  thereof  for  new  chambers  for  the  judges. 
The  secretary  is  directed  to  make  a communication  to  that  effect  to  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury,  and  to  suggest  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  money 
requisite  for  the  new  building  to  contain  such  records  should  be  taken  from  the  Suitors’ 
Fund  in  Chancery,  and  the  secretary  is  to  request  that  the  Treasury  will  appoint  some  per- 
son to  communicate  with  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  as  to  the  site  of  such  building,  and  to 
o-33-  5 Q 4 make 
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sioner for  the  pur- 
pose. 
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1.  The  Chapter 
House. 

2.  The  Augmen- 
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Lancaster  Office. 

4.  The  Rolls 
Chapel, 
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make  a plan  and  estimate  of  such  proposed  building,  with  an  instruction  that  it  may  be  so 
constructed  as  to  be  capable  of  enlargement  as  occasion  may  require.  > 

A Bill  for  this  purpose  was  drawn,  and  Lord  Dancannon,  on  July  14th,  1S34,  gave  notice 

for  leave  to  introduce  it  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Objections  soon  arose  to  the  appropriation  of  so  large  a portion  of  the  Suitors  Fund  as 
20  000  l which  was  the  sum  contemplated  in  the  drawing  of  the  Bill,  and  Sir  John  Leach, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  being  deceased,  and  Sir  C.  C.Pepys  being  nominated  his  successor, 
it  was  become  necessary  to  ascertain  the  disposition  which  that  gentleman  might  entertain, 
towards  the  proposed  plan.  Whereupon  at  a Board,  held  April  1 ith,  1835,  there  was  pro- 
duced a volume  of  documents  and  letters  upon  this  subject,  printed  for  the  use  ot  the  Board, 
when  it  was:  Ordered,  “ That  the  secretary  do  write  to  his  Honor  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,, 
to  inquire  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  the  plan  of  erecting  a General  Record  Office 
upon  the  site  of  the  Rolls-garden,  as  disclosed  by  the  aforesaid  printed  documents  and 
papers  conformably  with  the  intention  of  Sir  John  Leach,  upon  the  understanding  that  his 
Honor  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  Rolls  House  as  a residence,  either  by  an  increase 
of  salary,  or  by  another  fit  habitation  for  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  being  provided  elsewhere, 
and  if  his  Honor  should  not  be  adverse  to  the  execution  of  the  plan  upon  such  condition, 
then  the  secretary  is  to  communicate  to  the  Commissioners  of  Land  Revenue  in  reply  to 
General  Stephenson’s  letter,  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  that  a Bill  similar  to  that 
of  which  a copy  is  printed  amongst  the  above-mentioned  papers  should  be  brought  in,  but. 
with  a clause  for  such  compensation  as  is  suggested.” 

The  consent  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  signified  by  a letter  addressed  to  the  secre- 
tary, dated  30th  April  1835.  This  was  communicated  to  the  Board,  held  on  May  23d,  when 
« The  secretary  stated  that  upon  receiving  such  letter  from  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  he  had, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution  passed  on  the  last  Board,  communicated  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Land  Revenue  the  recommendation  of  the  Board,  that  a Bill  similar  to  that 
referred  to  by  the  Resolution  should  be  brought  into  Parliament,  hut  with  a clause  for  such 
compensation  as  is  there  suggested.”  . . , u.  A/r  . , , 

Some  further  communication  has  taken  place  between  the  Commission  and  His  Majesty  s 
Government  on  this  eminently  important  subject. 


II.  Sorting,  arranging,  repairing,  binding,  &c. 


These  operations  had  been  going  on  in  four  principal  offices  under  the  formei  Board,  who 
committed  the  superintendence  of  them  to  their  secretary,  Mr.  Caley.  When  a new 
secretary  was  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  present  Commission,  which  was  held,  on 
March  26th  1831,  it  was  “Resolved,  that  Mr.  Caley  should  be  appointed  a sub-commis- 
sioner to  superintend  these  operations and  on  the  20th  May  ensuing  it  was  Ordered,, 
that  the  secretary  do  procure  from  Mr.  Caley  an  account  of  the  offices  in  which  the  work 
of  repairing  and  binding  the  Public  Records  is  proceeding  under  Ins  discretion;  what  are 
the  records  now  repairing  and  binding;  what  number  has  been  repaired  and  bound  since 
the  present  Commission  issued ; what  expense  has  been  incurred  during  the  same  period; 
and  out  of  what  fund,  and  by  whom  that  expense  has  been  paid ; and  what  will  be  the 
yearly  and  other  expenses  in  future,  and  how  long  it  is  probable  such  expense  will 
continue?”  , ..  ■ 

Mr.  Caley  replied,  in  a letter  dated  May  31st  1831,  that  the  operations  were  going  on 


The  Chapter  House,  Westminster,  where,  of  a series  of  letters  and  papers,  four  volumes 

were  already  bound  and  two  more  ready  for  the  binders.  .... 

The  Augmentation  Office,  where  depositions  in  the  court  and  certain  miscellaneous 
documents, ’sufficient  for  five  volumes,  of  which  two  were  bound  and  three  ready. 

The  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  where  pleadings  in  the  Duchy  Court,  from  35  Llizabctn, 
up  to  which  time  all  had  previously  been  done  to  38  Elizabeth,  had  been  smoothed  tor  the 

* The  Rolls  Chapel,  where  two  volumes  of  Inquisitiones  Post  Mortem,  of  22  Elizabeth,, 
and  one  volume,  of  23  Elizabeth,  were  made  ready  for  binding.  , 

Seven  workmen  were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Caley,  of  whom  four  were  employed  a 
the  Augmentation  Office,  for  the  records  in  that  office,  and  the  Chapter  House  m its  im- 
mediate vicinity,  one  at  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  one  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  one 
at  Mr.  Caley’s  own  residence.  , ■ 

Mr.  Caley  continued  to  make  quarterly  reports  of  the  progress  made  in  these  works  m 
the  four  offices  till  March  1833  ; he  presented  also  yearly  summaries,  from  which  it  appears 
that 


To  March  1832 : 

To  March  1833 : 

Vote,  bound. 

! Rolls  cleaned,  &c. 

Vols.  bound. 

Rolls  cleaned,  &c. 

The  Chapter  House 

31 

many. 

33 

many. 

1,624 

Augmentation  Office 

35 

L550 

35 

The  Rolls  Chapel  - 

19 

— 

17 

The  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  - 

18 

23 

The 
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The  Board  trusted  in  part  to  Mr.  Coley’s  knowledge  and  long  experience  in  everything  Appendix  (F.) 

relating  to  Records,  but  their  attention  having  been  drawn  from  other  quarters  to  some  par-  

Su  ar  classes  of  Records,  they  were  recommended  to  his  especial  attent, on,  and  are  included  No.  3. 

“ them  which  were  cleaned,  repaired  or  bound.  The  documents  so  recommended  to  Measures  taken  for 
ITm  were  the  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  at  the  Chapter  House,  the  Records  of  the  earliest  Paving  Re- 

judicial  proceedings  in  England  and  perhaps  in  Europe : the  5998  Parliamentary  wi its  and  j 

returns  from  “V*  Henry  VIII.  to  the  last  Parliament  before  the  Restoration,  m the  Rolls 
Chapel : and  to  the  Parliamentary  surveys  of  Ecclesiastical  Benefices,  in  three  volumes,  in 
a.  game  repository,  all  of  which  were  in  a state  of  greater  or  less  decay. 

Mr  Caley’s  state  of  health,  however,  after  awhile,  was  such  as  to  incapacitate  mm  for 
much  active  superintendence.  There  was  a resolution  of  the  Board  on  April  1833.  that  the 
secretary  was  at  liberty  to  assist  Mr.  Caley  ; and  from  that  time  to  the  present  the  same 
number  of  workmen  have  been  employed  in  these  operations  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  secretary  (Mr.  Caley  having  died  in  1834)  and  of  proper  and  efficient  persons  to  whom 

the  oversight  of  those  operations  was  committed  by  him.  . . , 

The  Kind’s  Rememembrancer’s  Records.— When  the  present  Commission  entered  on  5 The  Kings . 
their  labours, they  found  the  Records  in  tl.ree  distinct  repositories,  viz.  the  Stone  Tower  Remembrancers 
idioinino-  the  great  gate  at  Westminster  Hall,  the  Record-room  beneath  the  Exchequer  Office,  Records, 
in  the  Inner  Temple,  and  the  large  Wooden  Shed  in  Westminster  Hall,  from  whence  m the 
lone  vacation  of  1831,  they  were  removed  to  the  King’s  Mews.  The  state  of  decay,  dis- 
order and  confusion  in  which  the  latter  portion  of  these  valuable  Records  was  lying  at  the 
Mews,  was  described  to  the  Commissioners  as  demanding  their  immediate  attention.  Mr. 

Vincent,  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  in  his  return  to  the  circular  questions  of  the  Commis- 
sion gave  his  testimony  to  their  decayed  and  neglected  state.  On  10th  March  1832,  the 
Board  addressed  itself  to  Mr.  Vanderzee,  one  of  the  sworn  clerks  in  the  Kings  Remem- 
brancer’s Office,  requesting  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  in  the  arranging  and  cleaning 

th  M^Vanderzee,  who  had  been  a Sub-commissioner  under  the  former  Commission,  under- 
took to  reduce  the  mass  of  confusion  to  some  degree  of  order,  taking  to  his  assistance  Mr. 

George  Vanderzee,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Adlington,  two  of  the  side  clerks,  and  Mr.  Trickey,  the 
bao-bearer ; the  operations  proceeded  under  their  direction  during  the  summer  ot  i°32- 
As  winter  approached,  their  labour  slackened  ; Mr.  Vanderzee  the  younger  was  obliged 
to  leave  town  About  this  time  Mr.  Robert  Thompson,  another  of  the  side  clerks,  under- 
took the  task,  and  worked  for  some  time  in  the  house  of  the  Commission,  in  ISew  Boswell- 
court.  Mr.  Vanderzee  made  a report  to  the  Board  on  6th  March  1833.  These  opeiations 
were  then  placed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Cole,  who  was  not  an  officer  of  the  King  s Remem- 
brancer, that  officer  having  expressed  his  readiness  to  admit  him  to  the  Records  ; and  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Cole,  assisted  by  workmen  of  the  Commission,  the  business  of  sort- 
ing, arranging  and  correlative  with  it  cataloguing,  proceeded  at  the  expense  of  the 
Board.  These  operations  were  carried  on  at  the  house  m Boswell-court.,  at  the  Mews,  and 
afterwards  at  the  Augmentation  Office.  Access  was  obtained  also  to  other  portions  of  the 
Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  and  a great  and  manifest  change  has  taken  place  in 
respect  of  most  of  these  valuable  documents,  both  in  respect  of  their  state,  of  the  arran|e- 
ment  of  them,  and  consequently  of  the  facility  of  access  to  documents  which  had  been  for 
many  years  nearly  inaccessible  and  exposed  to  every  species  of  depredation. 

A valuable  communication  from  Mr.  Robert  Thompson  respecting  the  port  books  and 
port  bonds  in  the  custody  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  was  laid  before  the  Board  on  2 d 
June  1833,  and  the  subject  of  investigating  and  forming  some  arrangement  ot  themselves, 
again  brought  before  the  Board  on  3d  August  1833.  . p.  p n . 

The  Pipe  Rolls.  -The  Chancellor's  Rolls.-The  Pipe  Rolls  which  contain  the  annual  ac-  6 P pe  Ro  1,  a d 
compts  of  the  sheriffs  and  other  ministers  of  the  Crown  rendered  into  the  Exchequer,  are  Cnancelloi 
perhaps  the  most  splendid  series  of  rolls  which  any  nation  possesses.  There  is  one  of 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.,  though  generally  regarded  as  being  of  the  fifth  year  of  kin 
Stephen.  But  from  the  second  year  of  king  Henry  II.  there  is  a series  which  is  almost 
complete  to  the  present  reign.  It  was  known,  however,  that  several  of  these  rolls  could  not 
be  produced  by  {he  officers  who  had  the  custody  of  them  Tins  circumstance  was  brot  gh 
under  the  notice  of  the  Board' by  the  secretary  on  tltb  pebruary  1830,  when  be  stated  that 
he  had  given  directions  that  search  should  be  made  for  them,  and  especially  among 
the  Chancellors  Rolls,  which  are  the  counter  rolls  to  those  of  the  Pipe,  m the 
custody  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer.  The  Board  obtained  in  this  search  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Messrs.  Panton,  officers  on  the  Pipe  establishment,  and  the  issue  of  this 
exertion  was  to  produce  xx  of  the  rolls  which  had  long  been  absent  Irom  their  p aces  m the 
series,  reducing  the  number  not  known  to  exist  in  that  long  senes  to  two,  and  also  the  dis- 
covery of  the  roll  of  the  Corpora  Comitatnum,  which  had  long  lain  unknown  in  a confused 
mass  of  Records.  The  Messrs.  Panton  were  encouraged  to  complete  their  task  byundertaking 
to  perfect  a design  which  it  appears  had  been  begun  by  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  1 ipe, 
namely,  the  cleaning,  cleansing,  repairing,  new  t.cketing,  and  arranging  these : rolls,  which 
are  now,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  before  alluded  to,  placed  in  regular  order,  and  are 
easily  accessible.  The  Comptroller’s  or  Chancellor’s  Rolls  are  a species  of  duplica t€ * 

Pipe  Rolls,  which  are  the  Treasurer’s  Rolls.  The  series  of  these  is  far  less  ■ complete,  and  t hey 
are  inferior  to  the  Pipe  Rolls  in  dignity  and  importance.  1 he  Commission,  however, .while 
its  attention  was  directed  upon  these  officers,  thought  proper  to  direct  that  as  many  of  these 
rolls  as  could  be  found  should  be  separated  from  the  other  Records,  and  in  ■ chrono- 

logical order.  Reports  on  this  work  were  made  from  time  to  time.  Pmafiy,  the  Cmnroission 
prevailed  with  the  proper  authorities  (seeing  the  Chancellor  s Rolls  are  not  referred  to  when 
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7.  The  Tower. 


The  Tower. 


The  ChapterHouse- 


Augmentation  Office. 
King’s  Remembrancer’s 
Records. 

Parliamentary  Surveys. 

Lambeth. 

MSS.  Lincoln’s 
Inn. 


Dodsworth  MSS. 
at  Oxford. 

Calendar  of  Wills. 


Private  Indexes. 


Mr.  Kipling’s. 


the  Pipe  Rolls  are  in  existence)  to  allow  of  their  being  removed  to  the  British  Museum, 
where  they  might  be  consulted  by  the  public  with  the  greatest  convenience. 

The  Tower. — Mr.  Petrie,  the  keeper  of  the  Records  in  this  repository,  reported  to  the 
Board,  on  20th  March  1832,  that  in  the  past  year  “ the  general  sorting  and  classing  of  the 
hitherto  unarranged  rolls,  and  other  instruments  noticed  in  his  last  report,  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  that  a considerable  number  of  miscellaneous  petitions  to  Parliament  had  been 
arranged  and  calendered.”  Again,  on  1st  March  1833,  that  progress  continued  to  be  made 
in  the  arran°-ement  and  calendaring  the  miscellaneous  petitions  to  Parliament,  and  in  the 
reparation  and  improved  disposition  of  the  Inquisitions. 

At  the  Board  held  14th  February  1835,  two  members  of  the  Commission  were  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  progress  making  in  the  sorting  and  calendaring  the  miscellaneous 
records  in  the  Tower,  as  well  as  at  the  Augmentation  Office  and  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
Office,  and  they  made  their  report  to  the  next  ensuing  Board,  which  was  held  on  the 
11th  April. 


III. — Calendars,  Indexes,  Catalogues. 

The  immensity  of  the  mass  of  the  public  records  must  for  ever  preclude  the  expectation 
of  having  a complete  body  of  calendars  and  indexes.  It  has  been  calculated,  on  an 
attentive  consideration  of  the  question,  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  secretary,  that  it 
would  require  a sum  of  not  less  than  300,000 1.  to  engage  the  assistance  that  would  be 
rsquisite  for  the  proper  execution  of  this  duty,  in  respect  of  the  records  in  the  Tower  of 
London  alone.  Much  has  been  done  by  the  labours  of  persons  who  in  succession  have 
filled  the  offices  of  keepers  or  clerks  on  the  several  establishments ; and  much  work  of  this 
kind  is  yearly  performed.  But  the  calculations  above -referred  to  must  plainly  show,  that 
the  expectation  of  such  calendars  and  indexes  being  formed  as  would  place  in  view,  and 
make  easily  accessible  all  the  information  contained  in  these  repositories,  is  never  to  be 
fulfilled. 

The  Commission,  however,  has  not  been  inattentive  to  operations  of  this  nature.  The  busi- 
ness of  calendaring  has  gone  on  at  the  Tower  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Petrie,  as  part  of 
the  duties  of  the  clerks ; but  beside  this,  the  Commission  has  had  constantly  in  its  service 
gentlemen  at  that  repository,  who  have  been  engaged  in  making  calendars  or  transcripts  of 
those  documents,  which  are  many  and  important,  not  belonging  to  any  of  the  great 
series,  but  falling  under  the  description  of  miscellaneous  and  unsorted  documents.  The 
calendaring  and  indexing  at  the  Chapter  House,  by  the  clerks  of  that  establishment,  has 
proceeded,  and  been  reported  from  time  to  time  to  the  Board.  They  apply,  as  far  as  they 
have  gone,  to  the  fines,  the  privy  seals,  and  the  miscellaneous  Records.  Large  calendars 
have  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Cole  of  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  and  in  the  custody 
of  the  King’s  Remembrancer.  A complete  calendar  or  abstract  has  been  framed  by  the 
Board  of  the  24  volumes  of  Parliamentary  Surveys  of  the  lands  of  the  bishops  and  deans 
and  chapters,  and  of  ecclesiastical  benefices,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  at  Lambeth;  also,  catalogues,  very  minute  in  their  analysis,  of  the  historical 
and  legal  manuscripts,  many  of  which  contain  transcripts  of  Records,  collected  by  Sir 
Matthew  Hale,  and  given  by  him  to  the  Society  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  but  with  restrictions  as 
to  the  use  of  them,  which  have  operated  to  produce  almost  an  utter  exclusion  from  the 
use  of  them,  or  a knowledge  of  their  contents ; and  similar  catalogues  of  the  manuscripts 
in  the  Bodleian  Library,  at  Oxford,  containing  the  vast  collections  of  Dodsworth,  a great 
Record  antiquary  of  the  17th  century. 

A work  belonging  to  this  class  of  operations,  of  eminent  public  utility,  has  long  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  commission,  but  hitherto  without  being  accomplished.  The  disadvan- 
tages of  having  no  printed  calendars  of  the  wills  deposited  in  the  various  courts  having  the 
power  of  granting  probate  is  felt  at  once  by  the  practical  man,  and  the  literary  enquirer. 
The  attention  of  the  public,  and  of  the  Board,  was  drawn  to  this  subject  by  a gentleman, 
who  is  now  a sub-commissioner.  A very  able  memorial  on  this  subject,  with  a specimen  of 
such  calendar  prepared  by  another  gentleman  of  great  experience  in  the  use  of  documents 
of  the  class  in  question,  was  laid  before  the  Board  on  June  22d,  1833 ; and  a second  plan,  in 
which  a more  condensed  form  of  the  calendar  was  described,  was  presented  to  another 
Board  held  on  August  3d,  1833.  This  important  object  is  still  kept  in  view. 

Beside  the  calendars  and  indexes  in  the  offices,  which  are  public  property  descending 
with  the  Records,  there  are  in  some  of  the  offices  what  are  called  private  indexes,  that  is,  in- 
dexes the  property  of  individuals,  who  have  the  power  of  granting  or  withholding  access  to 
th  em  to  persons  who  resort  to  these  offices  for  the  purposes  of  legal  or  literary  research. 
The  right  of  possession  of  these  indexes  appears  to  be  unquestionable.  They  have  obtained 
them  by  purchase  or  gift.  The  fees  demanded  for  the  use  of  them  are  complained  of  as 
being  enormous,  and  it  may  be  feared  that  the  existence  of  them  interferes  in  some  degree 
with  the  performance  of  that  part  of  the  duty  of  the  clerks  on  those  establishments,  which 
consist  in  employing  the  hours  not  demanded  for  searching  in  extending  the  official  or  pub- 
lic indexes. 

The  most  important  of  these  private  indexes  is  that  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  late  the  property 
of  Mr.  Kipling;  and  it  appeared  to  be  an  object  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
to  ascertain  whether  it  was  not  practicable  to  obtain  those  indexes  on  moderate  terms, 
for  the  use  of  the  public.  The  business  was  brought  before  the  Board  on  May  20th,  1831, 
w hen  it  was  “ Ordered,  that  the  secretary  do  ascertain  whether  it  be  practicable  to  pur- 
chase  for  the  public  use  such  of  the  indexes  to  the  Records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  as  are 
t he  private  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Kipling,  and  upon  what  terms.” 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION 


It  was  afterwards  communicated  to  the  Board  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls;  that  the 
price  demanded  for  those  indexes  (50  vols.  in  number),  some  years  before  had  been 
5,000/.;  that  Mr.  Kipling  had  expressed  a wish  that  they  should  be  given  on  his  de- 
cease to  the  clerks,  who  had  been  with  him  nearly  30  years,  that  they  had  accordingly 
been  presented  by  Mr.  Kipling’s  executors  to  Mr.  Palmer,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and 
the  other  clerks,  and  they  are  willing  to  appropriate  them  to  the  use  of  the  public  for 
the  sum  of  1,500/.,  which  he,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  thought  a very  moderate  de- 
mand ; but  at  the  next  Board  held  on  June  30th,  1832,  this  proposal  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  negotiation  was  not  afterwards  resumed. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Caley,  the  subject  of  certain  private  indexes  belonging  to  him 
was  brought  before  the  Board.  A sum  was  proposed  for  them,  and  declined  on  the  part  of 
his  representatives,  by  whom  they  were  sold  at  public  auction. 

IV. — Establishments,  Officers’  Fees. 

A proposal  was  made  at  the  Board,  held  on  30th  June  1832,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  or  committees  “ to  inquire  into  the  duties  of  the  several  officers,  clerks  and 
other  ministers  having  the  care,  custody  or  management  of  the  Public  Records  in  all  the 
several  departments,  and  as  to  the  salaries,  fees  and  other  emoluments  and  perquisites 
received  by  such  officers,  clerks,  ministers  and  other  persons;  and  also  into  the  rules,  usages 
and  regulations  of  the  several  Record  offices  and  other  repositories  of  Public  Records, 
and  the  general  course  of  business  therein,  and  all  matters  connected  therewith ; and  also 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  reforms,  alterations,  amendments  and  improvements,  may 
be  beneficially  introduced  therein ; and  more  especially  with  a view  to  the  better  arrange 
ment,  preservation  and  more  convenient  use  of  the  Records  and  papers,  and  how  such 
reforms,  alterations,  amendments  and  improvements  may  be  best  carried  into  effect.”  The 
appointment  of  the  committee  or  committees  was  postponed. 

Information  on  the  state,  in  these  respects,  of  the  several  offices,  was  about  this  time 
obtained,  in  answer  to  the  twelve  queries  circulated  by  the  Commission.  From  many  of 
these  the  secretary  selected  those  portions  which  related  to  the  subjects  above  enumerated ; 
together  with  extracts  from  former  returns  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
from  the  Appendix  to  the  Twenty-seventh  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Finance, 
1798,  and  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  examining  into  the  Duties, 
Salaries  and  Emoluments  of  the  Officers,  Clerks  and  Ministers  of  the  several  Record 
Courts  of  Justice,  1818  and  1822.  These  formed  a body  of  information  on  these  topics. 
The  extracts  were  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Commission,  as  was  also,  at  different  periods, 
such  other  information  on  the  subject,  especially  concerning  the  fees  in  the  different  record 
offices,  as  the  secretary  was  y.ble  to  collect  from  previously  printed,  or  from  manuscript 
authorities. 

The  subject  of  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  the  various  persons  engaged  about  the  cus- 
tody of  Records,  the  time  of  their  attendance,  and  the  business  in  which  they  should  be 
employed,  continued  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners ; and  in  the  bill  drawn 
under  their  sanction,  and  intended  to  have  been  introduced  into  Parliament  by  Lord  Dun- 
cannon,  in  pursuance  of  his  Lordship’s  notice  of  motion  for  leave,  on  14th  July  1834,  for 
erecting  a general  Record  Office,  clauses  were  introduced,  which  went  to  the  extent  of  the 
reversal  of  the  whole  of  the  existing  system,  and  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
on  Public  Records,  together  with  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  a power  to  create  a new  system 
in  these  respects,  by  which  it  was  hoped  that  the  custody  of  the  Records,  the  facility  of 
access,  and  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  public,  would  be  better  secured  than  at 
present. 

But  though  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  to  make  any  general 
representation  to  His  Majesty  on  these  subjects,  which  are  surrounded  with  difficulties  in 
the  present  state  of  these  offices,  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  interfering  beneficially 
for  the  public  in  respect  of  two  of  the  principal  offices  containing  Records. 

The  office  of  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Chapter  House  became  vacant  in  1834,  hy  the 
death  of  Mr.  Caley.  On  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  his  successor,  a ietter 
from  the  Honorable  James  Stewart,  dated  April  24th,  was  addressed  to  the  Commissioners, 
by  direction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  inclosing  a copy  of  the  Treasury  Minute  relative 
to  this  appointment,  and  requesting  that  the  Commissioners  would  consider  and  state  to 
the  Treasury  what  establishment  would  in  their  opinion  be  necessary  for  assisting  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  in  the  proper  execution  of  his  office,  and  what  fees  should  be  charged  for 
searches  or  for  copies  of  documents  furnished  to  the  community  : when  it  was  “ Ordered, 
That  the  Right  Honorable  C.  W.  Williams  Wynn,  M.  P.,  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq.  H.  Bel- 
lenden  Ker,  esq.,  and  Edward  Protheroe,  esq.  be  appointed  a committee  to  consider  and 
report  to  the  Board  upon  the  matter ;”  whose  Report,  tendered  to  the  Board  on  August 
14th,  1834, was  adopted,  and  a copy  of  it  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  on  the 
part  of  the  Commissioners. 

Again,  it  being  reported  to  the  Board,  May  17th,  1834,  that  “the  office  of  chief  clerk  in 
the  Record  Office,  at  the  Tower,  was  vacant,  occasioned  by  Mr.  Bayley’s  long  absence ;”  the 
Board  considering  that  it  is  desirable  that  some  more  effectual  arrangement  should  be  made 
to  ensure  the  clerks  appointed  in  the  Record  Offices  at  the  Tower  and  the  Chapter  House 
performing  the  work  of  calendering,  indexing,  &c.  and  for  which  work,  since  the  decrease 
of  searches  that  has  lately  taken  place,  they  have  much  more  leisure  than  formerly ; and 
the  consideration  of  the  Chapter  House  establishment  being  already  referred  to  a committee, 
0-33-  5 R 2 it 
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it  is  “ Ordered  That  the  secretary  do  write  to  Mr.  Petrie  and  the  Treasury  to  request  that 
no  stens  be  taken  to  fill  up  the  above-mentioned  vacancy  without  previous  communication 
with  the  Board.”  At  the  Board,  held  on  February  14th  1835,  the  secretary  stated  that,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  made  at  the  Board  of  the  17th  of  May  1834,  he  had  written  to  the 
Treasury  and  Mr  Petrie ; that  the  vacancy  had  not  in  consequence  been  filled  up,  and  it 
was  probable  the  place  would  be  abolished,  but  he  had  not  as  yet  received  any  official 

C0^-esnect  of  facilities  of  access,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  applications  were  at  different 
times  made  to  the  Board,  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps  and  Sir  Frederick  Madden,  soliciting 
the  interference  of  the  Board  to  obtain  for  them,  access  to  the  various  depositories  of  public 
records  for  the  purpose  of  making  extracts  from  them  without  payment  of  lees,  for  the 
literarv  works  in  which  those  gentlemen  were  engaged.  The  Board  did  not  feel  itself  em- 
powered to  make  any  direct  order  on  the  subject,  but  it  has  used  its  influence  in  favour  of 
the  principle  involved  in  new  applications,  and  it  is  known  that  such  gratuitous  access  is 
now  afforded  to  literary  and  historical  inquirers  at  the  principal  offices. 


Appendix  (G.) 

REPORTS  AND  COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  COMMISSIONERS. 

— No.  1.— 

Letters  and  Opinions  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Board. 


(->  > LETTER  of  Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  Esq.  to  the  Secretary,  respecting  the  Constitution 

of  the  Board. 

My  dear  Sir  Lincoln’s  Inn,  3 June  1836. 

I have  read  Mr.  Allen's  observations  on  the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board,  and 
I fully  concur  in  the  remarks  and  suggestions  he  has  made.  . 

1 think  however,  it  would  be  important  to  add  that  it  is  essential  that  the  Commission 
should  have  more  extended  powers  over  the  record  depositories  and  record  keepers  ; unless 
these  are  given,  the  Commissioners  will  not  be  enabled  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  reforms 
and  improvements  which  they  may  conceive  ought  to  be  made. 

The  experience  of  the  past  abundantly  proves  the  necessity  ot  this. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  I am,  your  faithful  servant^ 

Secretary,  &c.  


H.  Bellenden  Ker. 


/2.) LETTER  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  to  the  Secretary, 

respecting  the  Constitution  of  the  Board. 

Dear  Sir  Grosvenor-street,  June  3. 

With  Mr.’ Allen’s  observations  I entirely  agree,  and  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to 
endeavour  to  add  to  his  statement.  Would  the  public  service  be  better  attended  to,  or 
would  its  confidence  be  more  readily  given  to  any  three  persons  with  probably  professional 
pursuits,  than  to  those  who  compose  the  present  Commission,  some  of  them  whose  lives 
have  been  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  history  and  literature  of  their  country,  and  others 
(with  the  exception  of  myself,  an  official  Commissioner),  men  of  high  character,  eminent  for 
learnino-  and  ability.  Are  the  three  new  gentlemen  to  act  without  check  or  control,  and  to 
meet  about  five  or  six  times  in  the  year,  without  interruption  to  any  other  pursuits,  they  may 
be  engaged  in?  The  plan  does  not  surprise  me ; I have  long  expected  it. 

0 & Your  s faithfully, 

' C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  W.  Dundas. 

(3.)—OPINION  of  Mr.  William  Brougham,  respecting  the  Constitution  of  the  Board. 

I have  read  the  observations  of  Mr.  Allen  upon  the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board, 
and  beg  to  state  that  I entirely  concur  with  him  in  the  view  he  takes,  both  as  to  that  point 
and  also  as  to  the  appointment  of  paid  Commissioners.  In  my  opinion  such  appointments 
would  be  useless,  and  would  lead  to  no  result  except  the  creation  of  sinecure  places. 

Southampton-buildings,  4 June  1 836.  W-  Brougham. 


(4.)— LETTER  from  Mr.  Hallam  to  the  Secretary,  on  the  Constitution  of  the  present 
Record  Board,  &c. 

My  dear  Sir,  Wimpole-street,  6 June  i°3b- 

I concur  for  the  most  part  in  the  observations  of  Mr.  Allen  on  the  constitution  01 1 
Record  Commission.  It  might  naturally  occur  to  a person  unacquainted  with  the  parti- 
cular business  belonging  to  it,  that  a Board  of  Commissioners  yielding  gratuitous  service, 
and  composed  in  part  of  men  engaged  in  distinct  functions  of  high  importance,  would  not 
prove  so  efficient  as  one  whose  remuneration  would  be  a pledge  for  their  giving  a more 
undivided  attention  to  their  duties.  This  would  doubtless  be  the  case  if  the  Record  Com- 
mission were  at  present,  or  could,  beneficially  for  the  public,  become  a Board  of  arduous  ana 
extensive  labour  ; but  I fully  agree  with  Mr.  Allen,  and  other  persons  conversant  with  the 
subject,  in  thinking  that  asalaried  Board  of  Commissioners  would  either  spend  their  time 
in  doing  nothing,  or  if  they  should  interfere  with  the  editors  and  others  in  subordinate 
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employ,  might  do  a great  deal  of  harm.  The  editors  ought  to  be  men  better  conversant  Appendix  (G.) 

with  the  business  they  undertake  than  Commissioners,  unless  persons  altogether  ot  the  

same  description,  can  be  expected  to  be;  and  when  once  selected  judiciously, should  be  as  No.  j. 

little  subjected  to  systematic  and  minute  controul  as  an  artist  who  receives  a commission  Letters,  &c.  on  the 
for  a picture.  Constitution  of  the 

If  the  Commissioners  are  to  be  literary  men  accustomed  to  similai  labours,  the  objections  Board, 
would  be  rather  different,  but  by  no  means  less  powerful. 

The  present  constitution  of  the  Board,  mixing  some  high  officers  of  state  and  some  ot  the 
judges  with  gentlemen  of  independent  fortunes  and  literary  habits,  appears  in  practice  to  be 
the  best  that  could  be  adopted. 

The  influence  of  the  Board  with  Government  is  augmented,  and  the  risk  ot  collision  vvitn 
officers  having  the  legal  custody  of  records  is  diminished  by  the  former  class  of  Commis- 
sioners, whikT  the  latter  both  secure  a sufficiently  numerous  attendance,  and  take  upon 
themselves  the  occasional  business  for  which  the  others  might  not  have  leisure.  A substi- 
tut  «n  of  a few  salaried  Commissioners  for  the  present  Board,  would  probably  necessitate 
an  Act  of  Parliament  to  define  and  extend  their  powers,  and  that  might  bring  on  consi- 
derable difficulties  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the  present  custodes  of  Public  Records. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  various  opinions  may  be  entertained  as  to  the  distribution  of  the 
funds  allotted  by  Parliament  for  this  Commission,  and  that  works  may  have  been  selected 
for  publication,  or  other  expense  incurred,  which  in  the  opinion  of  this  or  that  individual 
should  have  been  postponed  to  more  eligible  objects.  This  seems  inevitable  under  any  con- 
stitution of  office,  and  I do  not  feel  myself  either  competent  or  called  upon  to  defend  every 
act  of  the  Commission.  As  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  I should  say,  that  the  sorting  and 
arranging  these  documents,  which  at  present  lie  in  a perfect  state  of  disorder,  requires 
much0 of  our  attention,  and  I am  not  aware  that  the  erection  of  a Record  Office  is  a neces- 
sary preliminary  for  this  purpose ; but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  want  of  a proper 
repository  is  the  best  justification  for  the  continuance  of  some  part  of  the  records  (not 
I hope  a very  material  part)  in  places  very  unfit  to  contain  them.  ... 

I do  not  altogether  concur  with  Mr.  Allen  in  wishing  to  abolish  the  distinction  of  quorum 
Commissioners,  as  whatever  inconvenience  may  have  arisen  from  the  distinction  mig-ht  be 
obviated  by  adding  two  or  three  names  to  the  quorum,  and  it  serves  to  keep  up  what  I 
really  consider  a beneficial  ingredient,  the  aristocracy,  if  I may  so  call  it,  of  the  Board. 

I have  also  some  doubts  about  the  necessity  of  a treasurer,  except  as  a person  whose  signa- 
ture the  Bank  of  England,  if  it  is  thought  fit  to  lodge  there  the  funds  of  the  Commission, 
might  recognize,  and  even  that  is  liable  to  the  disadvantage  of  rendering  the  absence  of 
the  treasurer  inconvenient.  The  accounts,  I conceive,  should  continue  to  be  kept  by  the 
secretary.  ...  ~ , T , , 

The  appointment  of  an  inspector  of  record  offices  might  be  useful ; 1 am  not  at  present 
able  to  give  a decided  opinion  about  it. 

It  is  possible  that  other  suggestions  might  be  made,  in  order  to  secure  as  far  as  possible 
the  regularity  and  deliberate  decision  of  the  Board  on  the  various  subjects  that  come  before 
it;  but  I shall  content  myself  with  expressing  a general  opinion  that  the  business  is  not 
likely  upon  the  whole  to  be  better  managed  by  a different  arrangement,  though  I can  have 
no  personal  solicitude  about  the  matter. 

I am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  very  faithfully, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Henr,J  Hallarn. 


(5.)— LETTER  of  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet  to  the  Secretary, 
respecting  the  Constitution  of  the  Board. 

My  dear  Sir,  Montague  Place,  9 June  1836. 

I have  to  apologize  for  having  delayed  to  reply  to  your  request,  that  I should  communi- 
cate to  you  my  opinion  respecting  the  observations  of  Mr.  Allen  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Record  Commission,  to  which  I have  hitherto  been  prevented  from  paying  attention  by 
continued  occupation.  . , 

I have  now  considered  those  observations,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hallam  upon  the 
same  subject,  and  I concur  generally  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  both  these  gentlemen, 
and  particularly  on  those  points  which  relate  to  the  constitution  of  a Board  composed  of 
salaried  Commissioners.  A Board  of  such  a description  I think  highly  objectionable.  I he 
duties  to  be  performed  by  the  Commissioners  are  not  such  as  justify  the  payment  of  salaries, 
and  the  Commissioners  ought  to  be  persons  of  such  a description  as  not  to  require  them. 

If  the  present  establishment  of  the  Board  be  not  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
required,  it  may  be  necessary  that  some  additional  officers  should  be  appointed,  who  should 
be  paid  for  their  services ; but  any  such  officers  should  be  subordinate  to  and  under  the 
entire  control  of  the  Commissioners. 

I am  not  at  present  prepared  to  say  whether  the  appointment  of  two  such  officers  as  have 
been  suggested  by  Mr.  Allen,  viz.  a treasurer  and  an  inspector  of  Records,  in  addition  to 
the  secretary,  be  necessary.  At  present  I doubt  the  necessity  of  so  considerable  an  addition 
to  the  establishment,  and  I should  not  like  to  offer  any  decided  opinion  without  hearing  the 
subject  discussed,  when  further  information  might  be  obtained  respecting  existing  dithcul- 
ties  and  inconveniencies.  . . 111 

I am  by  no  means  disposed  to  think  the  abolition  of  quorum  Commissioners  advisable, 
though  some  addition  to  their  number  may  possibly  be  desirable. 

I am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  J- B‘  Bosanquet. 

0.33-  5 R 3 
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(6.) — LETTER  of  Mr.  Utterson  to  the  Secretary,  respecting  the  Constitution  of  the  Board. 

My  dear  Sir,  ^ Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  9 June  1836. 

Owing  to  an  unexpected  length  of  absence  from  home,  Mr.  Allen’s  “Observations  on 
the  Constitution  of  the  Record  Board”  did  not  reach  my  hands  until  yesterday.  I lose  no 
time  therefore  now  in  stating,  that  having  perused  the  remaks  of  that  gentleman  with  some 
attention,  I feel  bound  generally  to  subscribe  to  their  propriety. 

I fully  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  a body  of  paid  Commissioners  would  supply  no 
deficiency  existing  under  the  present  organization.  Of  such  the  general  duties  must  be 
light,  and  would  afford  a ground  of  complaint  on  that  score ; and  were  they  to  have  the 
uncontrolled  power  of  selecting  for  publication,  and  editing,  works  of  our  ancient  historians 
for  the  advancement  of  historical  and  constitutional  knowledge,  I cannot  but  think,  that 
the  probability  of  producing  standard  works,  generally  and  essentially  useful,  would  be 
much  lessened.  For  if  two  or  three  individuals  only  were  to  be  the  selectors  of  and  respon- 
sible for  the  publication,  instead  of  a more  numerous  body  with  opinions  less  narrowed  bv 
long  cherished  predilections  as  to  the  fitness  of  the'subject  matter  of  such  works,  I apprehend 
that  the  latter  would  be  likely  to  adopt  a course  better  calculated  to  execute  with  impar- 
tiality the  task  of  affording  the  most  valuable  information. 

From  the  circumstance  of  my  frequent  absence  from  the  metropolis,  it  has  not  been  nay 
lot  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  so  frequently  as,  if  resident  in  London,  I should 
have  done ; I cannot  therefore  venture  to  express  a decided  opinion  on  the  necessity  of 
doing  away  with  the  quorum  Commissioners,  to  facilitate  the  dispatch  of  the  ordinary 
business ; but  I do  not  recollect  any  occasion  when  I have  been  present  on  which  any 
inconvenience  has  arisen  from  this  cause ; and  it  does  appear  to  me  that  more  importance 
is  given  to  the  meetings,  by  requiring  the  presence  of  one  at  least  of  the  distinguished  indi- 
viduals invested  with  that  character.  Some  of  the  minor  alterations  also  suggested  by  Mr. 
Allen  appear  well  calculated  to  produce  the  desired  improvement  in  added  activity  and 
efficiency  ; although  I fear  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  any  alteration  or  modification  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Record  Commission  would  be  altogether  satisfactory  to  all  parties, 
since  cases  must  occur  in  which  frustrated  hopes  or  supposed  unrequited  services  would  still 
excite  disappointment  and  complaint. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.  I am,  my  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

See.  &c.  &c.  Edward  Y.  Utterson. 


(7.) — LETTER  of  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  Secretary,  respecting  the 
Constitution  of  the  Board. 

My  dear  Sir,  Lambeth,  June  gth,  1836. 

I have  read  with  attention  Mr.  Allen’s  “ Observations  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Record 
Board,”  and  I am  of  opinion  that  the  modification  which  he  recommends  combines  all  that  is 
necessaiy  for  the  attainment  of  the  important  public  objects  to  which  the  labours  of  the 
Commissioners  are  directed.  Mr.  Allen  has  stated  so  clearly  the  principle  on  which  such  a 
Board  should  be  formed,  and  the  manner  in  which  its  operations  should  be  conducted,  as  to 
make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  assign  any  reasons  for  my  concurrence  in  his  general  views. 

I remain,  my  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.  W.Cantuar. 


(8.) — LETTER  of  Louis  Hayes  Petit,  Esq.  to  the  Secretary,  inspecting  the  Constitution 
of  the  Board. 

No.  9,  New-square,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

My  dear  Sir,  Saturday,  June  11th,  1836. 

Circumstances  have  prevented  me  from  addressing  you  sooner:  but  now,  after  fully 
considering  the  subject,  I can  state,  that  I entirely  concur  with  Mr.  Allen,  both  in  his  objec- 
tions to  paid  Commissioners,  and  also  as  to  the  principles  on  which  a Board,  intended  to  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  the  present  Record  Commission  was  issued,  ought  to  be  constituted. 

I do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  minuter  details,  suggested  by  him ; and  will  therefore  merely 
express,  that  to  increase  the  number  of  quorum  Commissioners  would,  in  my  judgment,  be 
better  than  to  abolish  them  altogether ; that  I am  not  fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
creating  any  new  officers : but,  if  deemed  expedient  to  do  so,  I think  they  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Board,  and  made  subject  to  its  inspection,  regulation  and  control;  and 
that  I deem  it  essential  to  the  well  working  of  such  a Commission,  that  the  power  of  sus- 
pending the  labours  of  any  person  whatever,  employed  under  the  Board,  should  be  vested 
in  the  secretary,  subject  to  the  restriction  specified  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Allen’s  observations. 

I remain,  my  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.  Louis  Hayes  Petit. 


(9) — OPINION  of  Lord  Brougham  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board,  &c. 

Having  read  ahd  considered  the  letters  of  Mr,  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam,  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet, 
and  others  of  which  the  secretary  has  been  so  good  as  to  favor  me  with  copies,  and  having 
considered  as  fully  as  I am  .able  the  subject  of  those  letters,  I agree  so  entirely  with  the 
view  taken  by  Mr.  Allen  (excepting  as  to  the  appointment  of  a treasurer,  which  I am 

entirely 
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entirely  against,  and  that  of  an  inspector,  about  which  I have  at  present  some  doubt),  that 
I think  it  unnecessary  to  enter  at  any  length  into  the  question.  My  opinions  are,  I believe, 
well  known  to  have  been  unfavourable  to  the  existence  of  Boards  composed  of  persons  not 
able  to  give  a regular  attention  to  the  duties  cast  upon  them,  and  leaving  the  business 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  subordinate  officers  (whom  they  arm  with  their  authority),  and 
for  reasons  too  obvious  to  require  being  stated.  But  although  in  general  I should  prefer  a 
Board  of  a small  number  of  paid  Commissioners,  it  is  quite  clear  that  this  principle  can 
only  be  applicable  to  cases  where  there  is  regular  occupation  for  such  a Board,  and  1 have 
always  been  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  Record  Commission  does  not  fall  within  the 
description  of  cases  to  which  the  principle  applies.  Mr.  Allen  has  clearly  shown  this,  and 
I really  can  conceive  no  measure  more  entirely  without  justification  than  the  appointment 
of  a Record  Board  of  paid  Commissioners  would  be. 

If  it  should  be  thought  that  after  all  the  improvements  already  made,  and  those  further 
ones  now  suggested,  there  is  still  any  objection  to  the  constitution  of  the  Commission,  and 
that  it  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  more  responsible  functionaries,  I am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  these  should  be  sought  among  the  great  officers  of  state  who  have  no  official 
duties,  or  next  to  none.  A place  of  Keeper  of  the  Records  might  be  created,  but  always 
attached  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Council  or  the  offices  of  Privy  Seal  or  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
The  advantage  required  would  thus  be  obtained  without  a proceeding  so  very  objectionable 
as  the  one  in  question.  But  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  present  Commission,  with  the 
improvements  suggested,  would  answer  every  purpose. 

I strongly  recommend  that  the  audit  should  be  made  an  effectual  one ; I never,  till  I read 
the  evidence,  had  any  doubt  that  the  auditors  required  the  authority  for  the  expenditure  as 
well  as  the  vouchers  of  the  fact  to  be  produced. 

13  June  1836.  Brougham. 


(1)0.— LETTER  of  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  to  the  Secretary,  respecting  the  Constitution  of 
the  Board. 

My  dear  Sir,  Leamington,  16th  June  1836. 

It  has  not  been  in  my  power  from  ill  health,  until  very  lately,  to  give  my  attention  to 
the  papers  you  have  sent  me  concerning  the  Record  Commission. 

I have  now  read  attentively,  and  with  much  pleasure,  Mr.  Allen’s  observations  and  Mr. 
Hallam’s  letter  to  yourself  on  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  and  I can  without  hesitation 
declare  my  concurrence  in  the  general  positions  maintained  in  both  these  documents. 

That  there  should  be  no  paid  Commissioners,  but  that  under  a Board,  constituted  as  the 
present  Board  is,  there  should  be  a paid  officer,  of  superior  qualifications,  and  literary 
rank,  combining  legal  experience  with  the  knowledge  of  historical  and  legal  records,  pos- 
sessed of  a general  control  over  the  individuals  employed  in  the  several  departments,  editors 
as  well  as  others,  amenable  always  to  the  authority  of  the  Board  upon  complaint  made, 
this  has  ever  appeared  to  me  essential  to  the  orderly  and  systematic  proceedings  of  the 
Commission. 

Whether  the  secretary  alone  should  be  invested  with  this  general  superintending  power, 
or  whether  an  additional  officer,  such  as  Mr.  Allen  suggests,  may  not  be  requisite  to  regulate 
matters  of  daily  occurrence  and  detail,  and  whose  whole  time  should  be  given  to  these 
duties,  may  be  open  to  discussion,  especially  as  the  amount  of  salary  is,  under  the  limited 
Parliamentary  grant,  a material  consideration.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  appointment 
of  such  an  officer  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present  system,  and  that  the  authority 
given  to  him,  being  exercised  in  communication  with  the  secretary,  and  in  cases  of  doubt, 
with  his  consent,  would  tend  to  the  methodical  and  diligent  progress  of  the  several  works, 
and  would  prevent  those  dissensions  and  complaints  which  have  too  frequently  interrupted 
the  business  of  the  Commission. 

I am,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.  E.  Llandaff". 


(11.) — LETTER  of  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Baron  Parke  to  the  Secretary,  respecting 
the  Constitution  of  the  Board. 

My  dear  Sir,  Park-street,  20th  June  1836. 

I i-iave  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  you  have  afforded  me  of  perusing  the 
observations  of  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Hallam.  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet,  and  Lord  Brougham,  upon 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Record  Commissioners,  and  having  given  them  due  consi- 
deration, I beg  to  express  my  entire  concurrence  with  their  opinions  as  to  the  impropriety 
of  establishing  a Board  of  salaried  Commissioners.  The  objections  to  such  an  application 
of  the  money  of  the  public  are  so  clearly  and  forcibly  expressed  by  Mr.  Allen,  that  I can  add 
nothing  to  them. 

Upon  some  of  the  other  points  which  are  discussed  in  the  letters  above  referred  to,  I am 
not  quite  satisfied.  I feel  a doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  appointing  a treasurer  or 
inspector  of  records ; I prefer,  to  the  total  abolition  of  the  distinction  of  quorum  Commissioners, 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hallam,  that  their  numbers  should  be  augmented.  In  all  other 
respects  I believe  I may  say  that  I approve  entirely  of  Mr.  Allen’s  observations. 

I remain,  my  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  esq.  J.  Parke. 

& c.  &c.  &c. 

°-33-  5 R 4 
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Appendix  (G.) 
No.  2. 

Letter  from  Sir  J. 
Leach  on  purchase 
of  Private  Indexes. 


— No.  2. — 

LETTER  from  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  John  Leacli,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  purchase  for  public  use  of  the 
Private  Indexes  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  and  which  ^vas  read  at  the  Board  of  the  23d  June 
1832. 


May  I request  you  to  submit  the  following  statement  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pub- 
lic Records  at  their  meeting  this  day.  In  the  year  1800,  a Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Public  Records  of  the  kingdom. 
Their  First  Report  was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed  on  the  4th  July  1800. 
By  that  Report,  in  page  2,  it  appears  that  the  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  had 
not  then  fewer  than  fifty  volumes  of  indexes  relating  to  the  Patent,  Close  and  Fine  Rolls  under 
his  custody,  which  he  had  purchased  from  his  predecessor  in  office,  and  which  were  there- 
fore his  private  property ; and  that  the  Committee,  considering  the  importance  of  these 
documents,  recommended  that  they  should  be  purchased  for  the  public  use,  and  appropriated 
to  the  office.  A particular  description  of  these  indexes  appears  in  the  return  made  to  the 
Committee  by  Mr.  Kipling,  their  keeper,  or  clerk  of  the  Records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel, 
which  is  stated  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  beginning  at  page  90. 

It  is  understood  that  in  consequence  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  some  negotiation 
was  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  these  indexes,  which  failed  by  reason  of  the  price  then 
demanded,  which  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  5,000 1. 

Mr.  Kipling,  late  keeper  or  clerk  of  the  Records,  died  about  two  years  ago,  and  I am  in 
formed  that  in  consequence  of  the  desire  of  Mr  Kipling,  expressed  to  that  effect,  as  a re- 
muneration for  the  services  of  his  clerks  who  had  been  with  him  nearly  39  years,  the 
executors  of  Mr.  Kipling  have  presented  these  indexes  to  Mr.  Palmer,  his  principal  clerk, 
to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  the  other  clerks ; and  Mr.  Palmer 
has  stated  to  me  that  he  is  ready  to  appropriate  these  indexes  to  the  office,  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  a sum  of  1,500 1, 
which  appear^  to  me  a very  moderate  demand. 

The  immediate  advantage  of  the  purchase  to  the  public  will  be,  that  instead  of  the  large 
discretionary  fee  which  is  imposed  for  a search  in  these  indexes,  and  which  is  the  present , 
profit  of  these  indexes,  there  will  be  paid  only  the  customary  fee  of  1 s.  for  the  search  in 
each  year,  and  under  every  letter  of  the  alphabet. 

The  customary  fee  was  approved  and  recommended  by  the  Report  of  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed under  the  Great  Seal  in  1816,  for  examining  into  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  in 
and  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  other  courts  of  justice. 

It  is  true  that  the  keeper  of  the  Records,  who  receives  the  customary  fees  for  the  benefit  of 
himself  and  his  clerk,  would  to  some  extent  be  benefited  by  this  purchase,  but  he  is  quite 
willing  to  renounce  that  advantage  and  his  own  legal  fees,  and  to  give  those  facilities  for 
searches  to  the  public  which  are  noticed  in  Mr.  Kipling’s  Return  to  the  Select  Committee  of. 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  have  since  been  recommended  in  Mr.  Illingworth’s  state- 
ment to  the  Record  Commission,  if  salaries  are  provided  for  himself  and  his  clerks 
equal  to  their  present  legal  emoluments. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours. 

To  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  John  Leach,  M.R. 

Secretary  to  the  Record  Commission. 


No.  3. 

Hints  by  Mr.  Allen 
for  regulating  the 

distribution  of 

Works. 


— No.  3.— 

HINTS  by  Mr.  Allen,  for  regulating  the  Distributions  of  Works  published  by  the  Board. 

x.  A broad  line  of  distinction  ought  to  be  drawn  between  the  publications  of  the  former 
Commissions,  of  which  1,500  or  2,000  copies  were  printed,  and  those  of  the  present  Commis- 
sions, of  which  500,  or  at  most  750  copies  have  been  thrown  off’.  It  is  obvious,  that  of  the 
former  there  may  be  a more  extensive  distribution  at  home  than  of  the  latter,  leaving  still  a 
sufficient  number  of  copies  for  sale,  and  for  public  libraries  abroad,  where  for  some  years  the 
demand  for  our  Record  publications  has  been  increasing,  and  may  be  expected  to  increase. 

2.  There  seemed  to  be  two  considerations  that  ought  chiefly  to  be  attended  to  in  select- 
ing the  libraries  at  home,  to  which  the  Record  publications  are  to  be  given;  viz.  1.  The  pub- 
lication of  the  copy ; and,  2.  The  use  likely  to  be  made  of  it;  so  far  from  being  incompati- 
ble, these  two  objects  will  be  found  in  general  to  go  hand  in  hand.  Where  a book  is 
wanted  it  will  be  preserved  with  care  ; where  it  is  not  used,  it  will  be  neglected  and  allowed 
to  perish.  Innumerable  copies  of  Magna  Charta  have  been  sent  at  different  times  to  the 
cathedral  libraries,  where  they  were  not  wanted.  Very  few  of  them  have  been  preserved, 
and  of  those  still  in  existence,  several  owe  their  preservation  to  antiquarian  collectors, 
who  bought  or  purloined  them  from  the  places  where  they  were  originally  deposited.  There 
is  but  one  copy  of  Domesday.  It  has  been  in  constant  use,  and  is  in  as  good  condition  ao 
present  as  when  first  transcribed  by  the  Conqueror’s  orders. 

3.  Having  the  first  of  these  considerations  in  view,  it  is  obvious  that  no  library  can 
have  any  claim  to  a gift  of  the  Record  publications,  unless  its  permanent  existence  be 
secured  by  a charta-deed  of  foundation,  or  some  other  provision  that  makes  it  independent 
of  the  caprice  and  fortuitous  support  of  individuals.  If  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to 

supply 
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supply  with  the  Record  publications  any  library  that  could  not  give  that  security,  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  loan,  and  not  by  gift,  the  managers  of  the  library  giving  a receipt  for 
the  books  lent  to  them,  and  binding  themselves  and  their  successors  to  return  to  the 
Record  Commission  the  books  with  which  they  had  been  furnished  in  case  the  library  under 
their  direction  should  ever  be  broken  up  and  dispersed. 

4.  And  taking  the  other  considerations  into  account  it  becomes  a question,  whether  any 
library  ought  to  receive  the  Record  publications,  which  is  not  open  to  the  public,  or  accessi- 
ble at  least  to  professional  and  literary  men,  who  may  be  desirous  of  consulting  them  for 
purposes  of  use  or  curiosity.  In  this  view  it  has  been  suggested  that  no  library  should 
receive  copies  of  the  Record  publications,  which  has  not  a regular  librarian  attached  to  it, 
with, stated  hours  and  days  of  attendance. 

5.  Public  utility  being  one  of  the  chief  objects  for  the  distribution  of  these  publications, 
it  cannot  be  necessary  to  send  more  than  a certain  number  of  copies  to  the  same  place.  To 
some  places  it  may  be  proper  to  send  a greater  number  of  copies  than  to  others;  but  surely 
there  can  be  no  reason  why  every  college  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge  should  have  a separate 
copy.  If  the  public  libraries  of  the  University  and  some  of  the  principal  colleges  are  sup- 
plied, more  cannot  be  wanted  for  any  useful  purpose. 

6.  Twenty  copies  of  every  publication  are  sent  at  present  to  different  public  offices,  some 
of  which  have  no  libraries  at  all,  and  many  have  no  use  or  desire  for  such  publications. 
On  this  head,  as  well  as  on  the  last,  and  on  the  distribution  to  cathedral  libraries, 
where  no  access  is  given  to  the  public,  it  is  conceived  that  a considerable  reduction 
may  be  made  in  the  number  of  copies  to  be  distributed  gratuitously. 

7.  Compilations,  such  as  Cooper  on  the  Public  Records,  and  Ellis  on  Domesday;  and 
Essays,  such  as  Palgrave  on  the  Ancient  Authority  of  the  KTng’s  Council,  ought  not  to  be 
distributed  gratuitously.  They  are  not  records  ; and  if  they  cannot  be  sold  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  defray  the  expenses  of  publication,  they  ought  not  to  be  printed  at  the  expense 
of  the  Record  Commission. 

8.  The  same  rule  should  be  adopted  with  regard  to  Mr.  Petrie’s  collection  of  works  on 
English  History.  No  copies  of  that  work  should  be  distributed  in  this  country,  besides 
those  which  are  required  by  Act  of  Parliament,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  libraries 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons. 


— No.  4.  — 

REPORT  of  Mr.  Hallam  and  Mr.  Petit  on  the  Work  carrying  on  at  the  Augmentation 

Office  and  Record  Office  in  the  Tower,  under  the  authority  of  the  Board,  19  February 

1835- 

W e have  the  honour  to  report  to  the  Board,  that  in  pursuance  to  their  directions  we 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  progress  made  in  arranging,  calendering  and  repairing  the 
Public  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office.  We  found  that  since  the  fire  which  destroyed 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  at  which  time  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  Records  with 
all  possible  expedition,  they  have  been  examined  and  arranged  in  boxes  according  to  the 
counties  to  which  they  relate.  Mr.  Cole  states  that  the  former  arrangement  was  much  less 
regular  and  convenient  for  the  public.  The  work  of  forming  adequate  calendars  of  these 
Records  is  proceeding,  and' here  again  it  appears  that  from  the  confused  and  defective 
manner  in  which  they  were  formerly  entered,  it  will  be  necessary  to  perform  anew  what 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  completed  once  for  all. 

The  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  have  been  partly  re- 
moved for  examination  to  the  Augmentation  Office;  but  the  greater  portion  remain  at  the 
Mews.  They  are  immensely  numerous,  and  in  complete  disorder.  Mr.  Cole  has  com- 
menced the  task  of  sorting  them,  and  it  appears  that  among  the  most  miscellaneous  docu- 
ments and  papers,  some  properly  belong  to  his  office,  while  other  instruments  now  in  the 
Augmentation  Office  should  more  strictly  be  under  the  custody  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer. 
It  seems  of  considerable  importance  that  every  Record  should  be  transferred  to  the  office 
where  it  would  naturally  be  sought ; and  the  principal  officer  of  which  is  presumed  to  be 
responsible  for  its  appearance. 

The  reparation  of  Records  injured  by  time,  damp,  dirt,  or  other  means,  is  going  forward, 
as  it  appeared  to  us  successfully,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Cole,  and  so  far  as  a 
short  inquiry  and  observation  authorizes  us  to  form  a judgment,  we  hope  that  the  business 
in  the  Augmentation  Office  will  be  put  on  a footing  convenient  to  those  who  have  recourse 
to  it  for  legal  evidence,  the  number  of  whom,  however,  though  still  considerable,  has  been 
greatly  reduced  by  the  lace  alterations  in  the  law  of  tithes. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  Tower  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  progress  made  by 
Mr.  Stevenson,  in  arranging  the  Miscellaneous  Records  in  that  repository.  These  he  in 
formed  us  were,  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  near  60,000  in  number.  They  are  of  the  most 
truly  miscellaneous  nature,  from  charters  of  Anglo  Saxon  kings  to  private  letters  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Stevenson  is  preparing!  on  separate  slips  of  paper  short  abstracts, 
or  rather  extended  titles  of  each  document,  the  basis  of  catalogues,  which  must  of  course 
be  arranged  according  to  the  very  different  contents  of  these  miscellanies.  It  appears  to 
us  highly  probable  that  much  of  considerable  importance  to  the  historian  and  legal  anti- 
quary may  be  discovered  in  the  course  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  labours. 

We  finally  made  some  inquiries  with  respect  to  the  excavations  recently  made,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  under  the  White  Tower,  from  which  Mr.  Petrie  apprehended 
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some  possible  danger  to  that  building.  It  appears  that  in  consequence  of  his  remonstrance 
to  the  Board  of  Works,  their  surveyor  has  vrewed  the  place,  and  the  operation  ot  excavating 
a passage  for  stores,  which  had  gone  on  for  some  time,  has  been  suspended  It  is  of 
course  impossible  for  us  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  a subject  ot  this  kind  ; but  the  founda- 
tions of  the  White  Tower  did  seem  to  be  so  far  hollowed  out,  as  to  make  Mr.  Petrie's 
solicitude  not  unreasonable.  Mr.  Petrie  complained  also  that  some  outhouses  not  of  the 
pleasantest  description,  had  been  erected,  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  Wakefield  lower,  m 
which  his  own  business  is  carried  on.  ^ ^ ^ honour  to  be.  Sec.  Sec.  Stc. 

Louis  Hayes  Petit. 

Henry  IJal/um. 


— No.  5.  — 

REPORT  of  the  Committee  appointed  January  27th  1836,  to  examine  and  compare  the 
Ledger  and  Petty  Cash  Book  Accounts  with  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  of 
Income  and  Expenditure,  from  March  1831  to  March  1833. 

We  having  examined  the  ledger  and  the  petty  cash  book  and  having  compared  the  results 
both  of  income  and  expenditure,  from  March  1831  to  March  1833,  with  the  return  made  to 
Parliament  for  the  same  period,  find  that  they  agree  m the  gross  amount,  although  there 
are  some  discrepancies  in  items  of  minor  importance,  as  for  instance,  in  the  article  of 
books,  charged  at  497 1.  6 s.  in  the  Parliamentary  Returns ; whereas  the  agg legate  ^ book- 
sellers’bills,  in  the  ledger  alone,  is  714 1.  16  s.  6d.,  besides  77 1 13 s*  charged  for 
books  in  the  petty  cash  account.  . ...  , f ,, 

But  as  there  appears  to  be  not  the  slightest  ground  for  supposing  that  any  part  of  the 
public  money  has  been  misapplied  or  lost,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  worth 
while  to  investigate  the  whole  of  those  accounts,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  explaining^ how 
these  discrepancies  arose,  it  being  clear,  that  if  too  much  has  been  charged  under  one  head, 
too  little  has  been  charged  under  another. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  satisfied  that  from  the  improved  method  of  keeping  the  accounts 
now  directed  to  be  observed,  such  inaccuracies  are  not  likely  to  occurjn  fijture^ 

^ „ q„/v  Edward  Protheroe. 

3 January  1030. 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Document*  produced  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Board,  27  January  1836. 

Since  signing  the  annexed  Report  the  undersigned  Commissioner  has  received  from  the 
Bishop  of  Llandaff  a paper,  purporting  to  be  an  explanation  of  discrepancies  to  which  they 

b^lm^m^ersigned  Commissioner  is  quite  uncertain  whether  he  is  to  understand  that  the 
note  contained  in  this  document  appears  in  the  Returns  to  Parliament,  of  which  the  former 
part  of  the  document  is  an  extract;  or  whether  it  is  a note  written  solely  for  the  inhu- 
mation of  this  Committee.  , , . . . , , , 

If  it  appears  in  the  Returns  which  have  been  last  made,  and  which  have  been  he  believes,, 
for  some  weeks  at  the  Treasury,  he  has  to  complain  of  the  unnecessary  trouble  which  the 
secretary  has  given  not  only  him,  but  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  by  not  having  mentioned 
at  the  Board,  when  the  Committee  was  appointed,  the  fact  of  his  having  acknowledged 
and  remarked  in  his  last  communication  to  the  Treasury,  the  alleged  errors  in  the  forme. 
Returns ; the  Committee  having  been  appointed  with  instructions  to  do  nothing  more  than 

in^T  dfe ^ote^vas  written  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Committee,  he  begs  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Board  to  this  fact,  that  the  two  Returns  to  Parliament,  that  printed  February  1834, 
and  those  made  in  this  present  year,  do  not  agree  in  their  statements. 

The  item  may  be  thought  of  trifling  importance,  but  the  fact  seems  worthy  of  notice,, 
since  this  is  a difference  about  the  only  item  which  has  been  examined ; and  the  last 
Returns  have  not  been  sanctioned  by  the  Board,  nor  ever  seen  by  any  Commissioner. 

The  undersigned  Commissioner  has  no  desire  to  criticise  with  seventy,  either  the 
Returns  or  the  reasons  here  given  for  their  inaccuracy;  but  as  he  was  forward  in  protessin 
a belief  in  the  probability  of  his  being  himself  in  error,  he  can  scarcely  be  expected  to 
refrain  from  observing,  that  the  differences  discovered  and  these  subsequent  acknow- 
ledgements, show  that  the  Returns  were  reasonably  not  satisfactory  to  him. 

With  reference  to  the  reasons  assigned,  it  appears  that  the  accountant,  whoever  he  w ,. 
was  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  accounts,  and  that  his  calculations  were  not  cor- 
rected by  any  person  competent  to  direct  him. 

This  remark  will  apply  equally  to  the  two  first  reasons.  There  was  nothing  in  the  entry- 
sheet  for  catalogue  of  the  King’s  Library,  32 1,  which  should  lead  to  the  omission  ot  this 
item  more  than  of  any  other  book.  . . 

The  extracts  made  by  the  undersigned  Commissioner  of  books  charged  in  tne  p y 
cash  book,  do  not  amount  to  above  84 1.,  but  if  they  exceed  100  l.,  this  is  only  a lurt 
proof  of  the  incompetency  of  the  accountant.  With- 


* Note  to  item  of  books  in  Parliamentary  Return,  presented  February  1836,  vide  p.  772,  ante. 
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With  reference  to  the  third  reason,  which  is  to  account  for  172  l.  10  s.,  he  can  only 
remark,  as  no  bills  are  produced,  that  he  feels  prepared  to  admit  it,  on  the  word  of  the 
secretary,  observing  however  that  the  transfer  of  books  to  the  British  Museum  cannot 
properly  account  for  any  error,  as  the  books  were  given,  and  not  sold  to  that  institution. 

On  the  three  reasons  he  has  to  observe,  generally,  that  he  thinks  they  would  not  be 
admissible  in  affairs  which  were  conducted  with  the  accuracy  observed  in  the  transactions 
of  commerce  or  of  government,  but  that  every  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  effects  of 
a system  which  has  been  condemned  as  bad,  and  which  is  now  to  be  changed  for  a good 
one.  _ _ 

With  reference  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Committee,  he  thinks  it  due  to  the  Board  to  state 
that  it  has  been  conducted  in  the  most  liberal  and  confiding  spirit  towards  the  secretary, 
inasmuch  as  their  investigation  has  been  limited  to  the  gross  amounts,  and  not  pursued 
through  the  petty  cash  book,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  disbursements  of  the  sum  of  # 682  l. 
which  remains  for  miscellaneous  expenditure,  after  deducting  all  charges  for  books. 

2 February  1836.  Edward  Protheroe,  jun. 


An  Additional  Note  with  reference  to  the  Report  of  this  Committee,  which  Mr. 
Protheroe  informed  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  he  should  append  to  their  Joint  Report. 


The  undersigned  Commissioner,  on  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee,  observed  with 
great  surprise  that  the  instructions  did  not  embrace  the  only  object  to  which  he  wras  anxious 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  should  be  directed;  which  was  the  formation  of  an  analysis 
of  the  past  expenditure  of  the  Commission,  on  the  system  proposed  for  the  classification  of 
the  future  disbursements  by  a committee,  of  which  he  was  a member,  and  which  has  been 
since  sanctioned  by  the  Board. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  undersigned  Commissioner  to  state  why  the  returns  were  not 
satisfactory  to  him,  as  the  secretary  had  asserted  their  sufficiency,  and  it  was  certainly 
desirable  that  they  should  undergo  an  examination,  as  he  had  impugned  their  accuracy,  but 
to  this  limited  and  almost  personal  question  his  wishes  were  not  ever  confined. 

His  object  has  always  been  to  obtain  such  a document  as  would  enable  the  Commis- 
sioners, both  individually  and  collectively,  to  judge  of  the  administration  of  their  affairs. 

He  submits  to  the  Board  respectfully,  that  the  Commissioners  have  not  even  the  advan- 
tage of  possessing  any  document  prepared  for  Parliament,  which  shows  them  faithfully  or 
clearly  the  appropriation  of  the  Parliamentary  grants. 

The  only  abstracts  which  have  been  made  are  these  returns,  now  acknowledged  not  to  be 
accurate,  and  a statement  in  the  Agenda  of  June  3,  1833. 

These,  it  will  be  seen  by  comparison,  do  not  agree  in  several  important  items. ' 

The  Returns  are  such  as  the  undersigned  commissioner  would,  had  he  been  in  Parlia- 
ment, have  refused  to  accept,  because  they  do  not  exhibit  a clear  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture, and  they  are,  for  the  same  reason,  useless  to  the  Board.  The  last  Returns  have  not 
been  submitted  to  the  Board,  nor  have  they  been  examined  by  any  commissioner  acquainted 
with  the  accounts. 

The  absence  of  such  an  analysis  as  the  undersigned  Commissioner  desires,  precludes  the 
possibility  of  the  Board,  or  the  Commissioners  individually,  expressing  with  confidence  any 
opinion  on  the  conduct  of  their  affairs. 

They  know  not  the  sums  expended  on  foreign  collections,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  stock 
they  have  acquired,  or  its  value.  The  very  uses  to  which  they  are  applied  are  equally 
unknown  to  them. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  books,  of  the  mere  titles  of  which  they  have  no  account 
submitted  to  them,  and  which  are  purchased  and  parted  with,  both  transactions  being  alike 
unknown  to  the  Board. 

Of  the  extent  of  the  miscellaneous  expenditure,  or  of  the  secretary’s  establishment,  no 
unimportant  items,  there  are  no  documents  to  give  them  any  knowledge. 

Of  the  expense  of  printing  and  publishing  their  books,  they  have  no  detailed  account, 
enabling  them  either  to  commend  economy  or  correct  extravagance. 

And,  finally,  as  no  account  is  rendered  of  the  sums  paid  to  gentlemen  engaged  as 
editors,  or  employed  in  the  arrangement  of  Records,  they  are  actually  incapable  of  forming 
a judgment  on  the  comparative  deserts  and  merits  of  any  one  person  employed  under  their 
authority. 

2 February  1836.  Edward  Protheroe,  jun. 


To  be  read  at  the  next  Board,  after  the  joint  Report 
Mr.  Protheroe. 


from  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff  and 
E.  P. 


PAPER  annexed  to  Mr.  Protheroe’ s Note. 


Books  charged  in  the  ledger  - 

Ditto  - - ditto  Petty  Cash-book  - - - 

Total,  according  to  Mr.  Protheroe’s  calculation  - 
Deduct  charged  in  Returns  - 

Difference  to  be  accounted  for  - 
°-33-  5 3 2 


£. 

s.  d. 

7°4 

16'  - 

82 

10  - 

787 

6 - 

497 

6 - 

290 

- - 

Appendix  (G.) 

No.  5. 
Report  of  the 
Bishop  of  Llandaff 
and  Mr.  Protheroe 
on  accuracy  of  Par. 
liamentary  Returns. 


*The  annexed 
Paper  explains  this 
statement. 
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Appendix  (G.) 

■No.  5- 
Report  of  the 
Bishop  of  Llaiidaff 
and  Mr.  Protberoe 
on  accuracy  of  Par* 
liamentary  Returns. 


No.  6. 

Mr.  Protheroe’s 
Notices  for  the 
Board,  on  23  Nov. 

183.3- 


Miscellaneous  head,  inclusive  of  Books,  Pari.  Returns,  1833 

Remains  for  other  Sundries  - - - “ 

Add  the  other  Miscellaneous  Head  in  the  same  Pari. 

Remains  for  the  Miscellaneous  Expenditure,  from  1831 1 
to  1833,  March  - 


Charged  for  Books  in  1836 
Ditto  - - - in  1832 


Which  deducted  from  the  Sum  said  to  be.  expended  - 

Leaves  a difference  to  be  accounted  for  - 
£.  32  Account  for  Catalogue  King’s  Library  1 _ 

£.  100  Petty  Cash-books  “/ 

£.  132 


1 - 

£.  s.  d. 
363  15  10 
290  - - 

IS  - 

• 73  15  10 
608  13  2 

->■ 

682  9 - 

E.  P. 

- 

774  17  3 
497  6 ~ 

£. 

1,272  3 3 
1,576  13  3 

- 

304  10  - 

- 

132  - - 

£. 

172  10  - 

To  be  accounted  tor  by  charges  of  Books  for  Parliament,  of  which  no  vouchers,  8cc.  are 
produced.  ^ p 


— No.  6.  — 

Mr.  Protheroe’s,  Notices  for  the  Board,  on  23d  November  1833. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Protheroe  has  requested  that  the  ensuing  letter  may  be  inserted 
in  the  “Agenda;”  but  no  “ Agenda”  having  been  prepared  for  the  ensuing  Board,  the 
Secretary  has  adopted  this  mode  of  communicating  the  abovementioned  letter  and  notices  to 
the  Commissioners. 

Nov.  1 833.  __ 

Whe/mi'.  Allen  Mr.  Hallam  and  I were  appointed  auditors  of  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
mission, I expected ’to  find  not  only  a chronological  series  of  bills,  payments  and  entries, 
such  as  we  examined,  but  also  a brief  analysis  of  the  expenditure,  from  the  appointment  of 
the  Commission  to  that  period,  or  that  the  result  of  our  examination  would  have  been  the 
production  of  such  a paper,  written  by  us,  or  at  our  direction.  Unavmdable  absence  from 
Boards  subsequently  held,  has  alone  prevented  me  from  proposing  that  such  a statement 
should  be  made,  and  so  hereafter  annually  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  subsequently 
verified  by  the  auditors  when  they  audit  the  accounts.  The  document  I desire  is  scarcely, 
if  in  any  degree,  more  specific  in  its  details  than  the  account  usually  appended  to  the  esti- 
mate given  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  expenses  of  the  British  Museum. 

I now  send  you  a notice  to  this  effect,  which  I request  you  to  have  inserted  in  the  Agenda 
for  the  next  Board,  together  with  this  letter,  should  you  doubt  the  expediency  of  thia,  pro- 
posal ; the  other  notices  on  other  matters  I beg  may  be  also  given.  . , . . 

I should  have  thought  there  was  something  much  too  formal  and  serious  in  this  notice 
and  application,  upon  what  appears  to  me  merely  a common  every-day  act  of  business;  and 
1 should  have  avoided  making  it,  had  I not  reason  to  think  you  disapprove  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  information,  or  doubt  whether  a Commissioner  be  not  overstepping  the  limits 
of  his  duty  in  requiring  it.  ' . 

I am  well  aware  that  the  next  Board  is  summoned  for  the  special  purpose  of  allowing 
Mr.  Allen  and  myself  an  opportunity  of  submitting  to  the  other  Commissioners  a question 
relative  to  Sir  F.  Palgrave  and  Mr.  Petrie;  but  as  no  one  can  limit  the  board  to  any  pre- 
cise business  for  a particular  day,  I am  anxious  to  take  the  chance  of  our  finding  time  toi 
discussing  other  matters. 


C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq. 


I remain,  my  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

E.  Protheroe,  jun. 


I. — To  direct  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  following  passage  in  the  Royal  Com- 
mission : — “ Apd  also  to  make  full  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  duties  of  the  several 
officers,  clerks  and  other  ministers  having  the  care  and  custody  or  management  of  the 
Public  Records,  &c.” — page  8 of  the  8vo.  edition. 

II.  — 1.  A general  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Commission  in  each  year,  dis- 

tinguishing the  sums  paid  for  editorship,  stating  salaries  separately  from  payments  for 
piecework,  transcription,  purchase  of  books,  binding  and  repairing  MSS.,  &c.,  and 
a balance,  with  the  receipts.  , 

2.  A synoptical 
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2.  A synoptical  view  of  the  work  donq  under  the  Commission,  giving  the  names  of  Appendix  (G.) 

all  persons  employed  as  editors  and  transcribers,  their  salaries,  payments  made  to  — — 

them,  and  terms  of  engagement  and  rate  of  remuneration.  No.  6. 

3.  A quarterly  report  of  the  progress  made  in  the  various  works,  similar  to  that  Mr.  Protheroe’s 

made  by  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  and  hitherto  by  Mr.  Caley ; and  the  same  from  all  Record  Notices  for  the 
officers  employed  in  making  indexes  and  arranging  the  Records  in.  their  offices  Board,  on  23  No. 
respectively.  

4.  Estimate  of  works  completed,  cost,  &c.,  and  of  works  in  progress  or  proposed. 

HI. — Mr.  Caley’s  salary,  and  his  nominal  superintendence. 

IV.  — Appointment  of  a responsible  person  as  superintendent  of  the  cleansing  and 
arrangement  of  the  Records  of  the  Exchequer,  those  at  the  Rolls,  Chapter  House  and 
Augmentation  Office,  who  shall,  as  Mr.  Caley  has  done  heretofore,  make  a quarterly  report 
to  the  Board. 

V.  — An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  having  a calendar  made  of  the  wills  in  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury,  and  published. 

This  estimate  cannot  be  made  unless  some  person  be  appointed  by  the  Board  to  form 
such  a calendar,  to  the  extent  of  six  or  seven  sheets,  from  the  wills  in  that  office.  The 
specimens  given  in  the  Agenda  were  formed  from  wills  in  other  ecclesiastical  courts,  where 
no  jealousy  exists  of  a free  examination  of  wills.  A person  who  has  been  recommended  as 
qualified  for  this  work  is  Mr.  Courthope,  who  has  been  employed  by  gentlemen  of  the 
Herald’s  College  in  making  searches  among  these  Records,  and  particularly  by  Mr.  Young, 
from  whose  pen  some  of  the  articles  in  the  Agenda  upon  this  subject  have  proceeded.  It  is 
submitted,  that  the  individual  to  whom  such  a task  shall  be  entrusted,  should  be 
experienced  in  Records  of  this  nature,  but  strictly  confined  to  the  making  a calendar. 

VI .  — Inquiry  as  to  the  future  * Agenda.’  ” 


Appendix  (H.) 


RETURNS  AND  COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  SUB-COMMISSIONERS. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  Mr.  Petrie,  respecting  the  Works  at  the  Tower,  from  March 
1834  to  March  1835. 

A Repoiit  of  the  several  works  performed  in  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower,  under  the 
direction  of  the  keeper  of  the  records,  as  supervisor  of  the  work  of  digesting  and  putting  in 
order  the  records  within  the  Tower  of  London,  between  the  2d  of  March  1834  and  the  1st 
of  March  1835. 

The  keeper  of  the  records  has  to  report,  That  progress  continues  to  be  made  in  filling  up 
and  completing  the  calendar  to  the  Charter  Rolls ; 

In  forming  a complete  calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls ; 

In  making  a calendar  to  the  Fine  Rolls ; and 

In  the  reparation  and  improved  arrangement  of  the  Inquisitions. 

The  keeper  of  the  records  thinks  it  right  also  to  state,  for  the  information  of  His  Maj  esty’s 
Commissioners  on  Public  Records,  that  certain  works,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  having  been  begun  in  and  near  the  White  Tower,  which  appeared  likely  to  affect 
the  safety  of  His  Majesty’s  records  deposited  therein,  he  has  requested  of  His  Majesty’s 
Commissioners  for  Woods  and  Forests  that  they  would  cause  the  said  works,  so  far  as  they 
might  be  connected  with  the  safety  of  his  charge,  to  be  fully  examined  ; but  he  has  not  yet 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  result  of  such  examinations. 

Ail  which  is  submitted  to  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  Public  Records. 

Henry  Petrie, 

Record  Office,  Tower,!  Keeper  of  the  Records  at  the  Tower. 

17  April  1835.  J 


Appendix  (H.) 
No.  1. 

Annual  Report  of 
Mr.  Petrie  re- 
specting Works  at 
the  Tower, 
1834-35- 


— No.  2.  — 

No.  2. 

Transcription  and 
Publication  of 
Records  at  the 
Tower. 


A LIST  of  Communications  received  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Record  Commission, 
relating  to  the  Transcription  and  Publication  of  Records  at  the  Tower. 

1832:  May  7. — Letter  from  Secretary.  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  Public  Records 
have  given  directions  to  Mr.  Hardy  to  transcribe  early  Close  Rolls. 

0.33.  5 S3  1833:  March  13. 


Sir,  Record  Office,  Tower,  6 March  1836. 

In  compliance  with  the  tenor  of  your  note  of  Thursday  last,  I subjoin  a list  of  such  com- 
munications from  the  Secretary  to  the  Record  Commission,  relating  to  the  transcription  and 
publication  of  records  in  my  custody,  as  have  thus  far  occurred. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Charles  Buller,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  Henry  Petrie. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Record  Commission. 
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No.  2. 

Transcription  and 
Publication  of 
Records  at  the 
Tower. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Stevenson’s 
Reports. 


1833 : March  13.— Letter  from  Secretary.  Sir  F.  Palgrave  employed  on  Foreign  State 
Papers,  &c.  Pipe  Rolls  at  Tower  to  be  printed.  Copy  of  order  of  Board  for  Sir  F.  Pal- 
grave, as  above.  ^ ■>  . 1 1 

March  22.— Letter  from  Secretary,  and  copy  of  order  for  Sir  b.  Palgrave  to  make  calen- 
dors  to  the  Miscellaneous  Records.  Copy  of  order  for  printing  Pipe  Rolls 

April  16. Letter  from  Secretary,  and  copy  of  order.  Mr.  C.  Roberts  employed  on 

Inquis.  P.  Mort.  . . . . 

August  28.— Letter  from  Secretary.  Mr.  Hardy  to  collate  certain  instruments  m the 
Fcedera,  and  to  prepare  a list  of  additional  matter  for  that  work. 

1834 : June  5. — Letter  from  Secretary.  Secretary  to  take  steps  for  continuing  the  calen- 
daring of  Miscellaneous  Records.  _ ,,  .. 

June  c.— Letter  from  Secretary.  Mr.  Hardy  to  transcribe,  and  send  to  press  the  earliest 
part  of  each  series  of  Rolls.  „ , 

June  11. — Wrote  to  Secretary  for  copy  of  order  relating  to  Mr.  Hardy. 

July  6. — Letter  from  Secretary,  and  copy  of  order  relating  to  Mr.  Hardy. 

August  7.— Letter  from  Secretary.  Mr.  Stevenson  authorised  to  continue  the  collection 
of  materials  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Fcedera. 


COPIES  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  Reports  of  Works  performed  by  himself  and  Clerks  at  the 
Record  Office,  Tower,  from  September  1834  to  December  1835. 

In  framing  this  my  first  quarterly  Report  relative  to  the  catalogue  of  the  miscellaneous 
documents  in  the  Tower,  the  preparation  of  which  the  Honourable  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  Public  Records  have  done  me  the  honour  to  commit  to  my  care,  I shall  endeavour,  in 
the  first  place,  to  convey  some  general  idea  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  these  documents ; in 
the  next,  to  state  the  system  upon  which  I have  hitherto  proceeded  ; and  shall  then  attempt 
to  form  some  estimate  of  the  time  which  such  an  undertaking  will  demand. 

The  slio-htest  acquaintance  with  the  nature  and  number  of  the  miscellaneous  documents  in 
the  Tower  is  enough  to  show  that  they  have  not  hitherto  met  with  the  attention  which  they 
deserve.  Although  Prynne  has  frequently  cited  records  of  this  class,  which  he  “ rescued  as 
well  from  dust  and  putrefaction  as  oblivion,”  and  speaks  of  “bundles  of  writs  and  records 
long  interred  in  dust  and  cobwebs  in  a confused  heap  in  the  White  Tower although 
Rymer  and  his  editors  have  printed  many  exceedingly  curious  articles,  “ ex  orig.  m Turre, 

“ e bundela  litterarum,”  “ e bundela  litterarum  et  brevium,”  “ e nova  bundela  in  lurre 
Lond.,”  or,  “ex  orig.  in  Turre  Lond.  in  lib.  cui  ti.  Littera  Regum,”  references  which  it  is 
thought  would  have  excited  the  curiosity,  and  stimulated  the  exertions  of  those  who  had 
access  to  that  repository,  so  little  was  done  until  a comparatively  recent  period,  that  in 
1812  it  was  announced  that  the  heap  of  unsorted  records  had  been  begun  to  be  examined. 
Since  that  period  they  have  been  placed  in  bundles,  portfolios,  boxes  and  bags,  and  it  is  now 
stated  that  there  are  no  longer  any  “unsorted”  documents  in  the  Tower. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a more  miscellaneous  collection  than  that  now  under  consider- 
ation : it  embraces  instruments  of  all  classes,  subjects,  and  ages.  In  the  present  early  stage 
of  my  researches,  I do  not  venture  to  enter  into  detail,  (although  it  might  be  easy  to  do  so 
to  a certain  extent,  from  the  notes  which  I have  made  from  time  to  time,)  yet  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  an  outline  of  their  general  character,  I subjoin  to  this  paper  a brief  table  of 
contents. 

This  Table  will  also  convey  some  idea  of  their  extent,  but  a very  imperfect  one.  lne  term 
“ box,”  “ basket,”  &c.,  is  so  indefinite,  that  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  instruments 
which  it  may  probably  contain  can  be  formed  previous  to  examination.  The  bundles  vary  in 
size  : those  of  the  Privy  Seals  of  Edward  I.,  upon  an  average,  consist  of  250  instruments ; but 
a file  of  writs,  “ de  custod  pacis,”  contained  above  1,100.  The  same  remark  applies  with 
o-reater  force  to  the  boxes  : one  of  those  consisting  of  the  early  correspondence,  decidedly 
the  most  curious  portion  of  documents  which  has  hitherto  come  under  my  observation,  con- 
tained above  2,000  letters.  . , 

II.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  a catalogue  of  these  instruments,  it  was  determined 
to  affix  some  press-mark  upon  each  of  the  bundles,  &c.  into  which  they  are  at  present 
divided,  and  then  to  number  the  contents  of  each  bundle,  so  that  reference  from  the 
description  of  any  individual  document  to  the  original  thereof  might  hereafter  be  easy 
and  certain.  It  is  obvious  that  such  a process  was  necessary  in  limine , and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  it  was  not  long  since  adopted,  for  its  absence  prevents  the  immediate 
recognition  of  any  of  the  documents  printed  by  Prynne  or  Rymer. 

Two  modes  of  proceeding  then  seemed  to  present  themselves  in  regard  to  arrange- 
ment. The  first  was  that  the  catalogue  should  follow  the  order  in  which  the  documents  are 
already  placed  in  their  present  repository,  that  I should  begin  with  the  first  bundle  upon 
the  list,  and  go  through  its  contents  without  viewing  them  in  connexion  with  what  might 
follow.  The  advantages  which  would  arise  from  such  a plan  are  the  following : it  would, 
shorten  the  labour  ; it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  all  arrangement  on  my  part ; it  would 
preclude  investigation  into  the  dates  of  undated  instruments,  and  would  enable  me  in  a short 
time  to  send  a portion  of  my  work  to  press.  On  the  other  hand,  I am  aware  that  the  result 
would  be  a confused  mass  of  matter  equally  destitute  of  classification  and  chronology,  by  no 
means  calculated  to  satisfy  those  who  might  consult  it,  or  to  reflect  credit  upon  its  compiler. 
I therefore  came  to  the  resolution  of  adopting  a more  satisfactory,  though  more  laborious 

system 
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system.  I have  arranged  my  description  of  each  document  according  to  the  date  of  the  ori-  Appendix  (H.) 

ginal,  inserting  as  nearly  as  I could  from  internal  evidence,  or  from  a comparison  with  other  

authorities,  undated  instruments  in  their  proper  order.  The  advantages  of  such  a chrono-  No.  3. 

logical  plan  will  in  my  opinion  more  than  counterbalance  the  additional  time  and  labour  Mr.  Stevenson  3 
vvhich  it  necessarily  involves.  I have  already  had  proof  of  its  utility,  inasmuch  as  documents  RePor  s- 
relative  to  the  same  event  have  been  found  in  two,  three  or  four  bundles,  but  the  descriptions  ’ 
being  brought  into  a connected  view,  will  exhibit  to  the  reader  at  one  glance  all  the  informa- 
tion which  he  can  expect  from  the  work  before  him.  It  has  been  my  constant  object  to 
extract  and  to  incorporate  in  my  catalogue  as  much  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  instrument 
described  as  could  possibly  be  done  in  a work  of  this  character.  For  instance,  in  letters  I 
have  given  the  full  designation  of  the  writer,  of  the  individual  addressed,  a brief  abstract  of 
the  information  conveyed,  and  the  place  and  period  of  the  date.  In  charters  I have  men- 
tioned the  reasons,  if  any,  in  consequence  of  which  the  grant  was  made,  have  specified  the 
lands  granted,  the  names  of  their  former  possessors,  the  manner  in  which  they  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  grantor,  the  limitation,  the  tenure,  the  rent,  and  the  witnesses’  names.  A similar 
plan  has  been  preserved  throughout  other  instruments,  modified  of  course  according  to  the 
nature  or  importance  of  these  instruments,  but  constantly  tending  to  the  preservation  of  as 
many  names  of  persons  and  of  places,  and  of  as  much  historical,  topographical,  genealogical 
or  general  information  as  could  be  legitimately  inserted  in  a catalogue.  The  phraseology  of 
the  original  has  always  been  preserved  in  the  description,  omitting  however  all  unnecessary 
repetitions,  and  making  such  slight  grammatical  changes  as  the  change  of  form  demanded. 

I have  deviated  from  this  plan  in  regard  to  such  instruments  as  I have  ascertained  to  be 
printed,  giving  in  that  case  the  shortest  possible  description,  and  referring  to  the  work  where 
it  may  be  seen  entire.  Where  a roll,  &c.  has  an  original  title,  or  heading  or  endorsement, 

I have  given  it  between  inverted  commas,  but  have  added  such  fuller  description  as  seemed 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  uniformity  of  plan. 

III.  The  length  of  time  which  will  be  required  for  the  completion  of  such  a work  is  the 
next  object  of  inquiry.  This  will  depend  much  upon  the  assistance  which  the  Board  may 
be  inclined  to  allow  me.  At  present  I have  two  clerks,  both  learners ; one  has  been  with  me 
for  a few  months,  the  other  is  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  early  writing  to  render  me 
any  essential  service.  The  consequence  is,  that  although  a considerable  portion  of  my  time 
is  (and  still  more  has  been)  expended  in  communicating  information,  and  in  correcting  the 
papers  brought  to  me,  1 find  that  a large  proportion  of  the  work  done  has  been  done  by 
myself.  Allowing  that  no  further  aid  is  granted  me,  and  that  no  alteration  takes  place  in 
the  present  system,  I apprehend  that  between  seven  and  eight  years  will  elapse  before  I can 
calculate  upon  terminating  my  task.  I would  suggest,  however,  that  my  time  would  be  em- 
ployed with  more  advantage  to  the  Commission  if  I had  only  to  superintend  the  labours  of 
others ; that  is,  if  I had  as  many  clerks  as  would  supply  matter,  the  correction  of  which 
would  occupy  all  my  time.  If  this  were  the  case,  I think  the  period  would  be  reduced  to 
five  years.  At  the  same  time,  I respectfully,  but  earnestly,  urge  the  necessity  of  being  autho- 
rized to  employ  some  one  to  work  at  my  own  house  in  the  evening  under  my  directions  upon 
the  papers  already  accumulated.  There  is  much  to  be  done  which  neither  can  be  done,  nor 
should  be  done  at  the  Tower,  where  there  are  none  of  the  necessary  books  of  reference,  and 
where  time  is  too  valuable,  and  which  should  yet  be  done  under  my  own  constant  inspection 
and  directions.  This  cannot  be  commenced  too  soon  with  the  papers  already  upon  hand,  for 
it  is  obvious  that  the  proper  and  available  arrangement  of  a mass  of  dated  instruments  is  the 
surest  and  shortest  method  of  arriving  at  the  chronological  position  of  those  which  are  with- 
out date.  The  assistance  thus  solicited  could  be  gained  at  the  rate  of  50 1.  or  60 1.  per 
annum,  and  if  instructed  at  present  to  do  so,  I believe  I could  secure  the  services  of  a 
competent  individual  at  that  rate  of  remuneration. 

25th  Dec.  1834.  Jos.  Stevenson. 
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g;r  Record  Office,  Tower,  25  March  1835. 

The  period  which  has  elapsed  since  I last  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  as  secretary 
to  the  Record  Commission,  a report  of  my  operations  at  the  Tower  has  been  employed  in 
carrying  into  effect,  upon  the  earliest  portion  of  the  miscellaneous  documents  there,  the  plan 
of  which  a sketch  has  formerly  been  submitted  for  approval.  The  experience  which  I have 
now  gained  of  the  advantages' of  that  plan,  authorizes  me  to  state  that  I have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  its  practicability,  and  that  its  results  will  be  equal  to  what  I anticipated. 

The  documents  -which  have  chiefly  occupied  my  attention  are  the  Privy  Seals,  a senes  ot 
mandates  addressed  in  most  instances  to  the  Chancellor  by  the  King,  ordering  the  prepara- 
tion of  letters  patent,  close,  or  charters;  a few  are  found  addressed  to  the  Barons  ot  the 
Exchequer,  or  to  some  other  official  agents  of  the  Crown,  the  occurrence  of  which  can  be 
accounted  for.  At  the  commencement  of  this  period,  when  the  Chancellor  discharged  the 
duties  of  secretary  for  Home  and  Foreign  department,  and  the  busy  and  wandering-  life  ot 
the  Sovereign  frequently  prevented  the  possibility  of  verbal  instructions,  even  upon  the  most 
minute  particular,  it  is  obvious  that  information  of  almost  every  description  must  be  found, 
here  recorded,  and  such  is  the  case.  It  must  be  conceded  that  their  value  is  in  most  cases 
rendered  negative  by  the  enrolment  of  the  writ  originating  from  them,  in  the  preambles  0 
which  we  sometimes  have  information  not  inserted  in  the  Privy  Seal,  but  which  has  been 
introduced  by  the  Chancellor  for  the  better  elucidation  of  the  case  to  which  the  writ  may 
refer.  There  are,  however,  many  exceptions  in  which  the  Privy  Seal  claims  the  superiority ; 
for  instance,  amongst  them  we . have  drafts  of  letters  to  foreign  powers,  whereas  on  the 
roll  we  have  reason  to  expect  only  the  fair  copy  as  transmitted;  we  have  letters  advising 
the  Chancellor  upon  an  emergency  to  execute  certain  commissions,  which  was  done  without 
the  preparation  of  any  ulterior  warrant,  and  of  which  there  are  no  traces  on  the  roll ; we 
have  private  and  confidential  communications  from  the  King  to  the  Chancellor.  From  these 
new  information  is  to  be  gathered,  and  it  is  therefore  obvious  that  a judicious  selection  from 
this  class  of  documents  will  be  worthy  of  a place  in  a future  continuation  of  the  Fcedera. 

Original 
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transmitted  to  the  Chancellor  that  he  might  the  better  understand  or  enforce  the  mandate  ‘ 

with  which  they  were  connected ; hence  we  find  petitions,  inquisitions,  proclamations,  See.  See.  No.  3. 
where  we  might  not  at  first  be  inclined  to  expect  them.  For  instance,  the  document  printed  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
by  Rymer,  1 Feed.  881.  entitled  “ De  treugis  per  Regem  Anglice  prorogatis  et  nominatis  con-  Reports. 

feederatorum  ” is  in  a bundle  of  Privy  Seals,  and  the  same  bundle  supplies  us  with  letters  

patent,  in  which  the  King  notifies  his  agreement  to  a treaty  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
Portugal.  . , . . „ , 

Rymer  and  his  editors  appear  to  have  paid  very  little  attention  to  this  series  or  documents, 
the  first  volume  of  the  Fcedera  containing  only  three  writs  under  the  Privy  Seals.  It  is 
rather  singular  that  of  these  three  not  one  is  now  to  be  found  in  the  bundle  allotted  to  the 
year  to  which  they  belong.  In  some  future  report,  when  the  investigation  has  been  further 
pursued,  I shall  offer  a few  remarks  upon  the  instances  which  present  themselves  of  docu- 
ments having  been  mislaid  since  the  days  of  Prynne. 

In  my  progress  through  the  Privy  Seals  of  Edward  I.,  I have  incorporated  at  the  periods 
to  which  they  respectively  belong  such  other  bundles  of  documents  and  rolls  of  which  the 
dates  are  indicated  in  the  Tower  calendar,  or  have  been  ascertained  by  my  own  investiga- 
tion. I am  inclined  to  think  that  by  thus  making  the  most  numerous  class  of  instruments 
belonging  to  one  reign  the  groundwork  of  the  calendar  for  that  reign,  and  by  incorporating 
in  succession  the  contemporaneous  instruments  of  whatever  description,  I adopt  a plan  pre- 
ferable to  confining  myself  solely  to  the  Privy  Seals,  unconnected  with  any  other  class  of 
records.  By  thus  confining  the  attention  within  a narrow  period,  the  memory  becomes  more 
familiar  with  the  varied  events  which  occurred  within  its  limits ; and  the  accumulation  of 
dated  instruments  bearing  upon  a circumscribed  era,  renders  the  location  of  undated  ones  a 
matter  of  comparative  facility. — I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Jos ■ Stevenson. 

Sec.  Com.  Public  Records. 


Sir,  Record  Office,  Tower,  25  June  1835. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  in  this  my  third  quarterly  Report  a statement  of  my 
proceedings  at  the  Tower  since  the  25th  of  March  last. 

In  consequence  of  having  pursued  the  same  plan,  and  having  employed  myself  in  analyz- 
ing for  the  most  part  the  same  description  of  documents  as  were  mentioned  in  my  last  two 
quarterly  Reports,  I have  but  little  to  add  to  the  statements  therein  contained.  It  is  gratify- 
ing for  me  to  be  able  to  say,  that  nothing  has  occurred  to  show  me  that  the  plan  hitherto 
pursued  is  less  valuable  or  less  practicable  than  when  it  was  first  put  into  execution ; on  the 
contrary,  I may  state  that  matured  experience  convinces  me  more  and  more  of  its  utility. 
The  writs  of  Privy  Seal,  as  hitherto,  are  made  the  groundwork  of  the  catalogue,  and  amongst 
these  are  incorporated  the  less  numerous  classes  of  documents  of  every  description.  During 
the  quarter  now  terminated  I have  examined  a small  portion  of  the  County  Placita,  chiefly 
for  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  length  of  time  which  they  will  ultimately  demand  from  me. 
Of  these  a publication  and  some  progress  seems  to  have  been  made  prior  to  March  1807, 
and  in  March  1808  it  is  stated  in  the  General  Report  that  this  work  has  been  executed  for  21 
counties,  and  that  11  only  remain  to  be  done.  This  calendar,  extending  to  the  end  of 
“ Norfolk,”  has  been  transcribed  under  my  directions,  and  has  been,  in  part,  examined  with 
the  originals.  Mr.  Illingworth’s  plan  did ‘not  permit  him  to  enter  into  that  detail  which,  to 
me,  seems  necessary,  and  consequently  less  advantage  has  been  derived  from  his  labours 
than  might,  at  first,  be  anticipated.  In  his  catalogue  he  confines  each  separate  suit,  how- 
ever elaborate,  to  one  single  entry ; he  does  not  notice  the  different  steps  through  which  it 
passed,  although  each  of  these  steps  may  be  attended  by  different  circumstances,  and  under 
a different  date.  But  the  system  which  is  now  pursued  demands  a separate  article  in  the 
catalogue  for  each  distinct  instrument,  and  each  charter,  &c.  which  may  be  recited  is 
analyzed.  In  consequence  of  this  alteration  in  the  plan,  the  35  articles  in  which  the  Placita 
for  the  county  of  Bedford  were  dismissed  have  been  extended  to  105. 

I take  advantage  of  this  appropriate  opportunity  again  to  invite  your  attention  to  a subject 
which  the  limited  funds  of  the  Commission  only  prevented  from  receiving  your  approbation 
when  last  I had  the  honour  of  mentioning  it.  I refer  to  the  long  anticipated  publication  of 
the  early  foreign  and  domestic  correspondence  preserved  in  this  repository,  forming,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  by  far  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  miscellaneous  documents.  The 
greater  part  of  these  letters  are  already  transcribed  for  the  press,  by  Sir  Francis  Pulgrave 
and  Mr.  Hardy ; a month  would  probably  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  series,  and  they 
might  be  arranged  and  prepared  for  the  printer  without  much  time  or  difficulty.  The  cost 
of  copying  having  been  already  incurred,  there  is  no  work  which  could  be  produced  with  so 
little  outlay  to  the  Commission,  and  from  its  nature,  there  are  few  works  which  would  pos- 
sess a more  widely-diffused  interest,  or  be  a more  valuable  addition  to  early  historical  litera- 
ture. As  it  has  been  hitherto  delayed  solely  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the  funds  of  the 
Record  Commission,  I may  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the  grant 

for  the  present  year  the  publication  of  these  volumes  may  be  ordered. 

I do  not  bring  forward  the  subject  of  the  necessity  of  having  further  assistance  in  carrying 
on  the  work  entrusted  to  my  care,  knowing  that  I shall  be  provided  with  the  necessary 
permission  to  secure  it  whenever  such  permission  can  be  granted. 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  since  the  analysis  was  commenced  the  progress  made  has 
been  as  follows : 

Privy  Seals  - - 3,850  | Miscellanies  - - 2,600 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sec.  Com.  Public  Records,  See.  Sec.  J°s-  Stevenson. 

0.3-3.  ■ r>  T b,r 
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gjr  Record  Office,  Tower,  30  June  1835. 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  observations,  originating  in  verbal 
instructions  communicated  by  you  to  me,  upon  the  25th  instant. 

I am  directed,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  recommend  the 
publication  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  correspondence  preserved  in  the  Tower.  They  are 
briefly  as  follows : 

A conviction  of  its  value.  Any  illustrations  of  this  point  seem  at  present  unnecessary,  the 
superiority  of  confidential  correspondence  over  every  other  species  of  evidence  being  univer- 
sally admitted  and  the  peculiar  nature  and  importance  of  this  collection  having  been 
already  brought  before  the  notice  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  by  Mr.  Lysons,  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  and  Mr.  Hardy.  . , 

The  facility  and  economy  with  which  this  work  might  be  published,  rive  volumes  m folio 
of  transcripts  have  already  been  made  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  and  Mr.  Hardy,  illustra- 
tive chiefly  of  the  period  between  Henry  III.  and  Edward  III.  Of  these  about  one-half  have 
been  corrected  for  the  press,  so  that  arrangement,  collation,  and  a few  annotations  would 
soon  render  these  fit  for  the  printer.  Their  publication  would,  moreover,  materially  abridge 
the  catalogue  of  the  miscellaneous  documents,  of  which  these  letters,  if  unprinted,  would, 

from  their  importance,  constitute  a prominent  feature. 

The  extent  which  this  collection  would  attain  naturally  depends  upon  the  period  within 
which  its  contents  are  to  be  limited.  The  letters  already  transcribed,  together  with  those  in 
the  Tower,  and  the  very  few  in  the  Museum,  which  are  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the 
series  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  might  easily  be  included  within  two  volumes 
in  octavo.  But  should  the  publication  be  carried  down  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Richard 
III  when  this  class  of  the  Tower  records  ends,  other  two  volumes  would  at  least  be 


necessary.  „ , . , , 

The  series  would  be  made  more  complete,  and  consequently  more  valuable,  were  the  con- 
nected portion  of  the  correspondence  preserved  on  the  Close  Rolls  (such,  I mean,  as  are  not 
to  be  printed  entire)  inserted  in  its  appropriate  place. 

Should  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  be  pleased  to  direct  the  publication  of  this  work,  it 
is  of  importance  that  instructions  should  be  given  whether  it  should  contain  those  letters 
relative  solely  to  English  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  whether  a subdivision  into  counties  or 
one  o-eneral  chronological  series  should  be  adopted  in  the  arrangements  of  its  contents. 

I am  directed,  in  the  second  place,  to  lay  before  you  in  writing  the  request,  verbally  urged, 
of  being  permitted  to  engage  further  assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  my  labours  at  the 
Tower.  1 be«-  leave  to  remind  you  that  the  work  upon  which  I am  employed  is  one  of  con- 
siderable magnitude ; that  knowing  that  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  are  anxious  for  its 
completion,  l have  undertaken  to  finish  it  within  the  least  possible  time ; that  I am  autho- 
rized at  present  to  employ  only  one  assistant,  although  my  estimate  of  the  period  within 
which  my  catalogue  was  to  be  produced  was  made  when  four  clerks  were  allowed  me,  and 
before  any  change  in  that  number  was  anticipated  ; and  that  much  of  my  time  is  now  given 
to  the  duties  of  a copying-clerk,  instead  of  being  confined  to  the  correction  of  the  labour  of 
others.  I therefore  respectfully  but  earnestly  solicit  permission  to  engage  three  other  assist- 
ants, that  by  having  the  advantages  formerly  enjoyed,  I may  again  be  in  a situation  to 
carry  on  my  work  at  the  rate  which  the  calculation  before  mentioned  renders  necessary. 
I have  to  report,  that  finding  I had  not  made  sufficient  progress  in  my  collections,  I did  not 
avail  myself  of  the  permission  formerly  granted  of  engaging  an  assistant  in  the  evening,  but 
that  it  is  my  intention  to  do  so  in  the  commencement  of  the  autumn. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Jos • Stevenson. 

Sec.  Com.  Publ.  Rec.,  &c.  &c. 


gjr  Record  Office,  Tower,  21  September  1835. 

I have  the  honour  to  report,  that  during  the  quarter  expiring  this  day,  I have  been 
employed  in  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  which  I received  from  you  relative  to  the 
transcription  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  correspondence  in  the  Tower.  It  is  gratifying  tor 
me  to  be  able  to  repeat  the  sentiments  which  I formerly  expressed  as  to  the  curiosity  ancl 
value  of  this  class  of  the  records,  and  to  state  that  I still  believe  that  its  publication  will  be 
an  acceptable  addition  to  our  historical  literature.  The  documents  contained  in  the  Letter 
Box”  are  nearly  all  transcribed,  and  that  portion  of  the  work  will  probably  be  terminated  in 
six  weeks  ; but  the  work  must  not  then  be  supposed  to  be  finished,  numerous  letters  being 
scattered  through  bundles  of  records,  in  which,  at  first  sight,  their  occurrence  would  not  be 
anticipated.  The  bundles  of  Privy  Seals  are  an  instance,  letters  being  frequently  sent  0 
the  Chancellor  with  a writ,  ordering  him  to  direct  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  the  mos 
curious  portion  of  the  correspondence  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second  is  derived  horn 
this  source.  Upon  this  point  I have  to  report,  that  the  bundles  of  Privy  Seals  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  have  been  examined,  and  that  the  ietteis 
which  they  contain  have  been  transcribed  and  collated.  . 

In  regard  to  future  operations,  I beg  leave  to  state,  that  it  is  my  intention,  after  havin° 
exhausted  the  contents  of  the  “ Letter  Box,”  to  glean  from  the  bundles  of  Privy  Seals,  an 
such  other  sources,  all  documents  connected  with  this  subject,  to  go  through  the  Close  Kol  s, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  and  then  to  levy  contributions 
from  the  Cottonian  and  Harleian  collections  of  manuscripts  and  charters.  After  this  is  done, 
it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  be  authorized  to  extend  my  search  to  the  Chapter  House  and  other 
Record  Offices,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  value  of  such  a collection  increases  with  its  com- 
pleteness, and  that  a series  of  isolated  papers,  however  curious  they  may  be  individually,  is 
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vastly  inferior  to  one  in  which  the  succession  of  documents  is  so  connected  that  each  Appendix  (H.) 

receives  illustration  from  its  neighbour.  But  in  this  I shall  not  venture  to  take  any  steps  

without  receiving  your  approbation  and  instructions.  No.  3.  _ 

I have  to  mention  another  subject  connected  with  my  operations  in  this  office,  although  Mr.  btevenson  s 
one  of  very  inferior  moment ; it  is,  that  the  correspondence  is  at  present  kept  in  a large  box,  Reports, 
without  the  least  arrangement,  either  chronologically,  numerically,  or  according  to  subjects,  ■ — 

consequently  when  any  letter  is  wanted  the  whole  mass  must  be  examined.  Unless  directed 
by  you  to  the  contrary,  I shall  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks  direct  one  of  my  clerks  to 
restore  them  to  the  volumes  in  which  they  were  formerly  kept,  placing  them  according  to 
reicms,  and  numbering  the  contents  of  each  volume,  for  some  such  arrangement  must  be  made 
before  they  are  printed.  . , . . , 

It  only  remains  to  state,  that  the  assistant  whom  1 am  allowed  to  employ  during  the 
evening  is  proceeding  with  the  arrangement  of  what  has  already  been  done  at  this  office. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Jos.  Stevenson. 

Sec.  Com.  Publc  Records,  &c.  8cc. 


Sir  London,  25  December  1835. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  as  secretary  to  the  Record  Commission,  of  myproceed- 
ings  at  the  Tower  during  the  quarter  now  terminated. 

'My  operations,  as  hitherto,  have  been  chiefly  directed  to  the  transcription  of  the  ancient 
correspondence.  This  class  of  the  miscellaneous  documents  has  been  found  so  far  to  exceed 
the  numbers  at  which  it  was  at  first  computed,  that  there  seems  reason  to  believe  that  it  would 
furnish  materials  for  at  least  two,  perhaps  even  three,  octavo  volumes,  equal  in  bulk  to  the 
Proceedings  of  Privy  Council.  The  letters  transcribed  from  the  repository  called  “ The 
Letter  Box,”  since  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  amount  to  a few  beyond  900,  to  which  have 
been  added  286  transcripts  of  a similar  nature  selected  from  the  bundles  of  Privy  Seals.  It 
would  give  me  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state  the  number  of  letters  yet  unexamined, 
that  thereby  some  idea  of  the  length  of  time  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  work  might 
be  formed ; but  I regret  that  this  cannot  be  done,  partly  because  the  instruments  are  dis- 
persed through  numerous  unexplored  bundles,  partly  because  the  class,  of  documents 
styled  “ Ancient  Correspondence”  is  so  arranged  in  books,  drawers,  &c.,  that  I cannot 
easily  have  a general  view  of  its  extent.  I therefore  beg  leave  to  refrain  from  passing  any 
opinion  upon  this  point,  for  the  calculations  which  I have  already  ventured  to  form  upon 
the  subject  have  been  erroneous. 

It  may  be  enough  to  state,  that  the  general  abstract  of  the  miscellaneous  documents  has 
■been  continued  upon  the  same  plan  as  heretofore,  and  that  during  the  quarter  now  expired 
1,550  instruments  have  been  analyzed.  These  consist  for  the  most  part  of  writs  during  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.,  a few,  however,  of  a prior  date  have  been  included. 

Since  it  was  found  difficult  to  decide  the  reign  to  which  many  of  these  documents  are  to 
be  ascribed,  the  utility  of  an  itinerary  of  Edward  I.  became  obvious,  for  by  its  aid  it  would 
be  easy  to  decide  whether  an  instrument  with  the  clause  “ Teste  rege  apud  . ...”  or 
“ Teste  meipso  apud  . . . . ” was  to  be  ascribed  to  that  Sovereign.  This  work  was  accord- 
ingly commenced,  and  has  now  proceeded  to  the  middle  of  the  ninth  regnal,  and  will  be 
completed,  it  is  presumed,  within  a month. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Jos.  Stevenson. 

Sec.  Com.  Publ-  Records, 

See.  See.  Sec. 
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No.  4. 


Mr.  Black’s  Cata- 
logue of  Foreign 
Four  portfolios,  Transcripts. 


“ Transcripts  of  Documents  in  the  Archives  and  Libraries  of  France.” 
thus  lettered. 

(1.)  Contains — . . . _ 

Miscellaneous  transcripts  from  the  Archives  of  France,  illustrating  the  reign  ot 
Henry  VI.  , . 

Extracts  from  the  Registers  of  the  Parliament  of  Pans,  1293,  relating  to  transac- 
tions with  England. 

Transcripts  from  the  Archives  of  Senlis. 

Transcripts  from  the  Archives  of  France,  relating  to  the  period  ot  English  history 
from  Richard  II.  to  Henry  VI. 

Continuation  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  33  documents. 

Royal  Library,  62  documents  of  the  same  reign.  . 

Archives,  17  important  documents  of  the  time  of  Henry  I.  and  other  early  reigns, 
14  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  and  eight  of  the  time  of  Henry  VI. 

0.33.  5 t 2 Archives, 
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Mr.  Black’s  Cata- 
logue of  Foreign 
Transcripts. 


Archives,  29  documents,  from  1344  to  1438. 

Archives,  38  documents,  from  1378  to  1411. 

Archives,  86  documents,  from  Henry  II.  to  Henry  III. 

Archives,  13  documents,  from  1437  to  1439. 

(2.)  Contains — 

From  the  Archives  of  France,  42  documents,  from  1422  to  1437. 

Royal  Library,  50  documents  from  1438  to  1453. 

Archives,  four  documents  relating  to  the  Great  Charter,  dated  in  1216,  1263,  1310 

Archives  42  documents,  one  of  Richard  I.,  the  others  '.from  Henry  III.  to  Edward  II. 
Archives*  80  documents,  from  1439  to  1444.  These  are  a selection  of  the  documents 
catalogued  in  the  last  part  of  Appendix  (D.) 

Archives,  69  documents,  from  1439  to  1443. 

Archives  58  documents,  of  the  reigns  of  Richard  I.,  Edward  II.,  and  a continuation 
of  the  series  of  Henry  VI.  from  1444  to  1450. 

Archives,  42  documents,  from  1301  to  1368. 

Archives,  80  documents,  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

(3.)  A large  collection  of  documents  relating  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  from  the  Royal 

^.^Transcripts  of  48  documents,  of  the  period  from  Henry  III.  to  Edward  III.,  from  the 
French  Archives.  . . 

From  the  same,  52  documents,  completing  the  senes  for  the  reign  ot  Henry  V HI. 


Belgium. 

I.  “ Transcripts  of  Documents  in  different  Archives  and  Libraries  of  the  Low  Countries.” 
Three  portfolios,  thus  lettered.  _> 

(1 ) Contains  transcripts  from  the  Archives  of  Alost,  Antwerp,  Arras,  Bruges,  Brussels, 
Dinant,  Douai,  Gand  (or  Ghent),  Hambourg ; but  the  greater  bulk,  to  the  number  of  some 
hundreds,  is  from  Antwerp  and  Gand. 

(2.)  Contains  a vast  quantity  of  documents  from  the  Archives  of  Lille. 

(3.)  Documents  from  the  Archives  and  Libraries  of  Louvain,  Malines,  Middelbourg,  Mons, 
Nimegue,  S.  Omers,  Tournay,  Ypres. 

II.  “ Ex  Archivis  Belgicis.”  Nine  transcripts  of  important  records  in  the  Royal  Archives* 
bound  up  into  a volume. 

Switzerland. 

“ Record  Commission.”  A portfolio,  thus  entitled,  contains  the  Fragmenta  San-Gallensia, 
a collection  of  transcripts  and  extracts  from  ancient  MSS.  in  S.  Gall’s  Abbey,  together  with 
dissertatory  notes  on  the  same,  and  nearly  70  fac-similes  and  drawings.  This  curious  col- 
lection is  of  o-reat  importance  to  the  ancient  literature  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  Ireland, 
most  of  the  MSS.  having  been  written  by  Irish  monks,  at  a very  early  period. 

“ De  Scottigenis  apud  S.  Galium.”  The  MS.  volume  (m  quarto)  thus  entitled  contains 
a learned  historical  dissertation,  chiefly  drawn  from  the  same  sources,  and  relating  to  the 
same  subject,  as  the  foregoing  collection. 


Italy. 

“ Monumentorum  Britannia  Antiquitates,  qua  in  diversis  urbis  Roma  vel  etiam  in  alus 
Italia  armariis  habentur.  Collectio  Prima,  Secunda,  Tertia.”  Three  quarto  volumes  thus 
entitled.  They  contain  notices,  extracts,  and  in  some  cases  complete  transcripts  ot  MSb. 
chiefly  in  the  Vatican  Library,  which  relate  to  English  history,  or  to  the  early  literature  of 
this  country,  and  are  composed  in  Latin,  by  the  learned  Abbe  who  collected  the  papers  de- 
scribed under  the  head  of  “ Switzerland.” 

Portugal. 

“ Documents  from  Portugal.”  One  portfolio,  thus  lettered.  It  contains  lists  of  all  docu- 
ments found  in  the  Royal  Archive  of  the  Torre  do  Tombo,  which  relate  to  the  objects  of  the 
Record  Commission,  and  numerous  authenticated  copies  of  such  of  them  as  have  yet  been 
transcribed  from  that  or  other  repositories  in  that  country. 

“ Documents  from  Portugal : New  Series.”  A portfolio,  thus  lettered,  contains  a continu- 
ation of  the  valuable  transcripts  from  the  Torre  do  Tombo,  which  are  now  in  regular  course  ot 
transmission  hither. 

The  transcripts  thus  described,  and  which  are  in  my  custody,  exceed  the  number  of  2,000, 
whereof  1,000  has  been  obtained  from  Paris  alone.  If  to  these  be  added  516  documents 
from  Normandy,  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  the  numerous  transcripts  which 
have  been  already  printed,  particularly  in  Appendix  (C),  the  number  of  documents  ob- 
tained from  abroad  for  the  Fcedera  may  be  safely  reckoned  at  3,000.  Not  only  are  most 
of  them  highly  proper  for  insertion  in  the  Supplement  and  Continuation  of  that  work,  but 
many  are  instruments  of  great  public  interest  and  importance. 

In  addition  to  the  transcripts  obtained,  and  others  yet  expected  from  Portugal,  a va‘aa' 
ble  supplement  to  the  records  of  transactions  with  that  country  has  been  procured,  in  a MS. 
of  Privilegios  dos  Inglezes,  containing  176  documents.  This  collection  was  made  in  1746, 
for  the  use  of  the  English  factory  in  Lisbon,  and  the  MS.  perished  in  the  great  earthquake 
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Appendix  (I.) 


COPY  OF  CIRCULAR  QUESTIONS  TRANSMITTED  TO  KEEPERS 
OF  RECORDS. 


in  1755,  together  with  many  of  the  original  records  ; but  a transcript  had  been  taken  by  the 
Mamuii  Pombal,  which  hr  its  turn  perished  in  the  late  civil  war;  yet,  fortunately.  Lord 
S,“rt  de  Rothsay  had  caused  a transcript  to  be  made  while  lie  was  in  Portugal  winch  has 
fern  communicated  for  the  use  of  the  Record  Commission,  and  is  now  being  transcribed 

.under  my  dirartion.  William  Henry  Black. 

19  Feb.  1836.  J 


1.  What  are  the  several  sorts  and  descriptions  of  Public  Records,  Rolls,  Instruments, 
and  Manuscript  Books  and  Papers  in  your  custody  as  Keeper  or  Deputy  Keeper  of  Records, 
distinguishing  the  periods  of  time  to  which  each  sort  relates,  so  far  as  you  are  able  . 

2.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  building  in  which  they  are  lodged,  as  to  security  and 
accommodation  for  the  keeping  thereof? 

3.  In  what  sort  of  preservation  are  the  said  Records,  &c.,  and  are  they  arranged  in  any 

How  many  volumes  of  Calendars  and  Indexes,  &c.,  are  there  relating  to  the  Records, 
fcc  , in  your  custody;  distinguishing  the  number  of  volumes  of  Calendars  belonging  to  each 
class  of  Records,  and  specifying  to  which  of  these  classes  there  are  Indexes  Locorum,  Vno- 
rum,  et  Rerum ; and  are  there  complete  and  correct  general  catalogues,  calendars,  schedules. 


r repertories,  and  also  particular  indexes  to  each  sort,  or  in  what  respect  are  the  said  cata- 
ioffuis,  &c„  and  indexes  defective?  What  proportion,  in  bulk  or  number  of  the  Records  in 
your  custody  are  unprovided  with  any  detailed  calendar  or  index,  and  what  then  generaj 


nature,  and  in  what  part  of  the  repository  are  they  placed?  What  degree 1 of 
result  from  any  defective  catalogues,  &.C.,  and  indexes  being  completed  . State  the  shortest 
time  within  which  such  as  would  be  useful  might  be  completed  by  the  ordinary  diligence  of 
the  persons  employed  in  your  office,  and  specify  such  extra  assistance  (if  any)  as  would  be 
necessary  for  completing  them,  and  the  time  S^ffi^ar^own  to 


and  in  case  any  such  catalogues,  &c.,  or  indexes  as  are  wanting  in  your  office  1 
exist  elsewhere,  specify  the  place  where,  or  the  person  in  whose  hands  they 


r lately 


were,  and  whether  they  are  public  or  private  property.  ■ , , j 

r.  Which  of  the  above  calendars  would  it  be  useful  to  the  public  to  have  printed,  and 
which  of  them  are  sufficiently  correct  and  complete  for  the  press  or  may  be  made  so  by  the 
ordinary  diligence  of  the  persons  employed  in  your  office,  or  with  any  and  what  assistance, 
and  within  what  period  from  the  time  of  beginning  to  prepare  the  same  for  the  press  , 
specify  how  many  printed  volumes  each  of  these  sets  would  make  ill  the  same  sized  papei 
and  type  as  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  and  containing  800  pages  m each  volume. 

6.  flow  many  volumes  of  calendars  and  indexes  to  the  Records  111  the  said  office  have 
been  added  theJeto  for  the  public  use  during  the  last  30  years,  or  since  the  present  Keeper 
of  the  Records  came  into  office ; distinguishing  those  which  have  been  made  by  the  officers 
or  clerks  employed  therein,  and  those  which  have  been  added  thereto  by  gift  or  purchase,  or 

0,t“  What  officers  or  clerks  are  employed  for  the  custody  and  arrangement  of  the  Records 
&c',  in  your  office!  Specify  their  general  duties,  so  far  as  they  regard  the  custody  o, 
arrangement  of  the  said  Records,  &c.,  and  the  days  and  hours  of  iheir  attendance  foi  that 
purpose,  together  with  an  account  of  their  net  annual  salaries,  allowances,  and  emoluments 
(if  any)  paid  to  them  by  the  public,  or  derived  from  any  and  what  other  source,  m respect 
of  such  custodv,  8cc„  and  a Table  of  the  several  fees  demanded  for  each  search,  certificate 
or  copy  of  the  said  Records,  See,,  or  attendance  therewith  ; together  with  an  account  of  the 
net  annual  amount  thereof  upon  the  average  of  the  last  three  years  for  which  the  same  can 

bT  brieve  any  person  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  said  Records,  See  whose  duty  it  is 
to  attend  upon  every  search,  and  to  take  care  that  every  record.  See.,  be  duly  and  safely  te- 
etered to  its  proper  place,  and  what  is  the  name  of  his  office,  or  is  there  any  other  and  what 

regulation  observed  for  effecting  these  purposes  ? p j e.. 

9.  What  number  of  searches,  certificates,  and  cop.es  respecting  the  said  Records,  £c., 
have  been  made  in  your  office  during  the  last  three  years,  whereof  any  account  has  been 
kept  ? Specify  the  particular  years,  and  the  number  of  such  searches,  ceitificales,  and 
copies  respectively  in  each  year,  so  far  as  you  are  able. 

to.  Has  any  and  what  alteration  taken  place  in  the  contents,  arrangement,  01  condition 
of  your  office,  or  in  any  other  material  circumstance  respecting  the  said  Records,  fate.,  since 

theu.eHave°My  and  what  number  of  Records  been  cleaned,  repaired,  and  bound  in  your 
office  since  the  year  1800  ! Specify  the  softs  and  descriptions  of  the  s?me>  “d  “ 
years  the  same  were  cleaned,  repaired,  or  bound,  and  by  whom  and  by  whose  direction,  and 
at  whose  expense,  and  out  of  what  fund  the  expenses  thereof  have  been  detayed. 

12.  Are  there  any  matters  not  comprised  in  the  preceding  questions  which  it  s necessary 
or  expedient  to  observe  for  rendering  the  use  of  the  said  Records,  &c.,  in  y 
convenient  to  the  public ; and  what  are  those  matters  ? 
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PAPFRS  RELATING  TO  KING’S  REMEMBRANCER’S  OFFICE  AND 

* augmentation  office. 


— No.  1.— 

COPIES  of  Letter  and  Reports  respecting  some  Records  of  the  King  s Remem- 
brancer’s Office,  supposed  to  have  been  stolen. 

King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  Temple, 

Si  29  April  1834. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April,  conveying  certain  information  on  the 
subject  of  some  Records  which  appeared  to  belong  to  this  office,  being  in  the  hands  of 
MrJ  Pickering,  a bookseller  of  Chancery-lane,  I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  1 immediate  y instructed  two  officers  of  this  office 
to  make  every  inquiry  that  was  possible  into  the  circumstance,  and  I herewith  transmit 
cony  of  a Report  which  they  have  this  morning  laid  before  me  upon  the  subject 
Tshall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  taking  the  instructions  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  upon 
the  matter  in  case  MsXordship  should  deem  any  proceedings  advisable,  and  should  m 
the  meantime  be  happy  to  be  favoured  with  any  suggestions  from  the  Board  winch  they 
might  deem  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  being  tad  1 before  tam  or  the  Treason^ 

The  Secretary  of  the  Record  Commission.  Henry  William  V,ncent. 


jjear  gjr  Exchequer  Office,  Temple,  29  April  1834. 

Agbeeably  to  your  wish  we  have  seen  Mr.  Pickering  (a  highly  respectable  bookseller 
and  nublisher  residing  in  Chancery-lane),  who  produced  to  us  the  documents  referred  to  in 
the  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  to  you  on 
Friday  last  being  23  in  number,  of  which  on  examination  we  could  find  only  fora  which 
appera  to  have  hfen  takentfrom  amongst  the  Records  in  the  custody  of  the  ICmg  s Remem. 
brancer,  and  which  we  will  here  describe,  viz. 

7 Edw  III— Dorset,  Transcript  of  an  Inquisition  post  mortem  Ahce  I-overas 
4 Hen.  VIII. — Sussex,  Transcript  of  an  Inquisition  post  mortem  E,1^etl?  , 

Hen  VIII  —Hertford,  Transcript  of  an  Inquisition  post  mortem  Nicholas  Mattock. 
64Car  I -12  Feb.  A Writ  of  Sol.  Fa.  issued  out  of  this  court  upon  the  bond  of  James 
Duckington,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Huntingdon,  with  the  Sheriffs  Return 
indorsed  there  on.  . . „ , 

You  will  observe  that  the  first  three  of  these  documents  are  transcripts  or  copies  of  the 
origiral’inquisitions  \riiich  were  usually  returned  into  the  Court  o Chancery,  the  process 
unon  which  they  were  taken  having  issued  out  of  that  court,  and  theiefoie  the  ongmal  in- 
quisitions will  doubtless  be  found  either  in  the  Tower  of  London  or  at  the^olls  Chapel  in 
Chancerv-lane  the  respective  repositories  for  the  Records  of  the  Couit  ot  Uianoeiy. 

The  fourth  document  is  of  no  importance  as  a public  Record,  being  nothing  moie  than 
the  process  of  the  court  to  compel  the  appearance  of  the  party  against  whom  it  issues. 

Upon  inquiring  of  Mr.  Pickering  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  became  possessed  of  the 
above-mentioned  documents,  he  informed  us  that  lie  purchased  them  “ “f  c2 
cels  of  Mr.  Harris,  a dealer  in  books  and  curiosities,  dwelling  in  Bedfoid-court,  Covent 
r,  1 , 1 off pr wards  repaired  for  further  information,  and  learnt  from  Mi. 

Tffiose  documents  from  Mr.  Mark  Malta  (who  was 
fonnerlv  a clerk  or  agent  in  the  Exchequer  Office,  but  is  now  a solicitor  practi sing  ... 
Barnard's  Inn  Holborn),  of  whom  inquiries  have  been  made  respecting  the  said  documents, 
miTbv  whom  we  ha,™  been  given  to  understand  that  he  either  received  them  ‘h 

executor  of  the  late  Mr.  Milled,  of  Barnard’s  Inn,  who  was  in  bis  lifetime  a gieat  eollectoi 
or purchased  them  at  public  sales.  Mr.  Malta  0®-  .0  give  any  informa- 
tion you  may  require  from  lrim  as  to  his  possession  of  the  documents  in  question. 

Ve  are  0?  opinion  therefore,  that  these  documents  must  have  been  abstracted  at  a t pe led 
long  antecedent  to  that  of  your  appointment  as 1 King’s  Remembrancer  and 
reoSleeted  that  at  the  time  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  seversd wrats at  Westminster  Hali  l 
1822,  the  Records  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  were  removed ifrom  the  looms  ad 
court  in  which  they  were  then  deposited,  to  a temporary  shed  or  7°od“  b“*d‘S 
minster  Hall,  by  a number  of  bricklayers  and  other  labourers  ™pfoy?d  “ ;,™s 

works  in  baskets,  and  without  any  responsible  person  to  superintend  the  removal,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  presume  that  depredations  may  have  been  committed  at  that  penod, and pro- 
bably to  a greater  extent  than  has  hitherto,  been  ascertained,  and  that  documents  so 
abstracted  may  have  been  found  in  the  public  sale  rooms. 

We  have  the  honour  to  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servants, 

F.  H.  Davis. 

Thos.  Ellis  Adlington. 
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— No.  2.- 


COPY  of  the  Treasury  Warrant  of  3d  August,  1833,  authorizing  the  King’s  Remem- 
brancer to  place  the  miscellaneous  and  unsorted  Records  of  his  office  in  the  temporary 

custody  of  the  Record  Board,  in  order  that  the  same  might  be  cleansed,  sorted,  and 

calendared. 

Whereas  there  are  at  present  divers  unarranged  Records  in  the  Repository  at  the 
Kin°'’s  Mews,  Charing  Cross,  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  but  apart  from  the 
arranged  Equity  Records  thereof,  and  it  has  been  represented  to  us,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  tlie  same  be  forthwith  placed  under  the  temporary  custody  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Records,  to  be  deposited  in  a place  of  proper  security  to  be  cleansed,  sorted,  and 
calendared,  under  the  regulations  hereafter  mentioned.  And  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Public  Records  having  acceded  to  the  said  regulations,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  having  expressed  his  entire  concurrence  in  such  arrangement,  these 
are  to  authorize  and  require  you  to  surrender  or  cause  to  be  surrendered  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Pubic  Records,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  authorized  by  them 
to  receive  the  same,  all  the  unarranged  Records  hereunder  mentioned,  (that  is  to  say) 

1.  Special  Commissions,  and  inquisitions  taken  thereupon. 

2.  Inquisitions  post  mortem. 

3.  Extents  of  manors.  . . 

4.  Ministers’ accounts  of  manors,  lands,  and  other  possessions,  belonging  to  or  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown. 

5.  Escheat  Rolls. 

6;  Extents  of  manors,  lands,  and  the  possessions  of  the  alien  priories. 

7.  Ministers’  accounts  of  them. 

8.  Extents  of  the  manors,  lands,  and  possessions  of  the  Knight  Templars. 

9.  Ministers’  accounts  of  them. 

10.  Subsidy  and  tax  rolls  and  duplicates. 

11.  Court  rolls  and  rentals. 

12.  Accounts  of  various  sorts. 

13.  The  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  Records  relating  thereto. 

14.  Wales. 

15.  Ireland. 

16.  The  orders  and  decrees  which  have  been  passed  and  entered  in  books. 

17.  Depositions  taken  before  the  Barons. 

18.  Inquisitiones  Nonarum  and  Nona  Rolls,  together  with  such  other  unarranged  Records 
as  may  appear  necessary.  Provided  nevertheless  that  the  said  Records  be  eventually 
returned  to  the  legal  custody  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  that  all  lists,  indexes  and 
catalogues  which  may  be  made,  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  such  documents  may  be 
ascertained,  be  furnished  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  that  while 
these  documents  are  in  possession  01  the  said  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  or  their 
officers,  access  without  fee  or  charge  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
one  of  their  officers,  be  secured  to  the  officers  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer ; and  you  are  to 
take  care  that  all  Memoranda  Rolls  previous  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  be  forthwith, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  conveniently  may  be,  replaced  in  the  Stone  Tower  ait  West- 
minster. And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  warrant.'  Whitehall  Treasury  Chambers,  the 
23rd  day  of  August  1833. 

Althorp. 

To  Henry  William  Vincent,  Esq.  R-  Vernon  Smith. 

Acting  King’s  Remembrancer  in  His  Majesty’s  Court  of  Exchequer.  T.  F.  Kennedy. 


Appendix  (K.) 


No.  2. 

King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s Office. 


— No.  3.— 

CORRESPONDENCE  between  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  and  H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.,  the  King’s  No.  3. 

Remembrancer,  relative  to  the  Record  Board  retaining  Possession  of  the  Records  of  the  

Augmentation  Office  after  Mr.  Caley’s  death.  Augmentation 

New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  Office. 

My  dear  Sir,  8 April  1834. 

When  you  come  to  town  I shall  be  glad  to  meet  you  and  arrange  some  plan  tor  con- 
tinuincr  the  transcribing  of  the  Pipe  Rolls  for  the  Record  Commission,  as  also  for  cleaning, 
sorting  and  calendaring  the  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  late  Pipe  Office.  These  and  some 
other  matters  require  our  immediate  attention,  and  will  be  settled  by  a meeting  much  sooner 
and  better  than  by  correspondence. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.  C.  P.  Cooper. 


Dear  Sir,  Temple,  9 April  1 834. 

I have  the  honour  to  receive  your  note  this  morning;,  and  shall  be  happy  to  consici 
any  plan  which  may  appear  expedient  to  you  for  continuing  the  transcribing  ot  the  rip 
Rolls  for  the  Record  Commission,  and  for  cleaning,  sorting  and  calendaring  the  iuis 
laneous  Records  of  the  Pipe.  t 
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Augmentation 

Office. 


I had  intended  to  have  troubled  you  with  a line  this  morning  even  had  I not  been 
favoured  with  yours,  in  consequence  of  finding  that  you  had  given  directions  for  assuming 
the  custody  of  the  Records  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  of  which  (as  they  appear  to  belong, 
properly  speaking,  to  the  Pipe  Office,  which,  under  the  Act  of  last  session,  I represent) 
j am  sure  you  would  have  apprised  me  but  for  my  accidental  absence  for  the  Easter 
vacation  (though  indeed  I was  not  too  far  for  correspondence).  I dare' say  you  are  all 
right  • but  what  are  your  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  Record  Commission  are  the 
Custo’des  of  these  Records  on  the  death  of  a man  appointed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  ? 
I do  not  think  you  or  they  are  Record  Keepers;  are  you  ? Pray  be  kind  enough  to  let  me 

hear,  in  a letter,  your  view  on  the  subject.  . ...  , 

[ was  averse  from  troubling  you  before,  because  I found  it  stated,  in  a note  of  yours, 
that  “ What  you  had  done  arose  out  of  an  interview  with  Lord  Grey  but  being  since 
informed,  by  a letter  from  Lord  Grey’s  secretary,  “ that  Lord  Grey  has  no  recollection  of 
havino-  given  any  authority  to  you  to  take  possession  of  these  Records,”  and  that  Mr.  Rice 
received  your  observation  “ that  they  had  fallen  under  the  custody  of  the  Commissioners 
as  a piece  of  information,  not  knowing  anything  to  the  contrary,”  it  appears  that  either 
you  or  I must  have  overrated  the  extent  of  sanction,  and  that  the  matter  still  remains  to  be 
discussed  on  its  own  grounds.  What  these  are,  I suspend  all  judgment  upon,  until  I hear 
upon  what  you  have  formed  an  opinion  which  has  led  to  such  prompt  measures ; and 
I shall  be  truly  obliged  to  you  for  a line  upon  the  subject.  1 have  no  wish  to  keep  them 
from  vou  and  the  Commission  if  you  ought  to  have  them,  but  let  all  be  done  openly  and 
officially;  at  present  there  is  a shrewd  doubt  if  it  is  even  legally.  I shall  be  very  ready  to 
talk  over  these  or  any  other  matters  with  you  if  necessary,  at  any  time  after  tomorrow  ; but 
I am  not  sure  that  I do  not  partially  differ  from  you  in  the  opinion  “that  matters  are 
arranged  by  a meeting  much  better  than  by  correspondence,”  as  I think  that  the  more 
sanctions  and  transactions  are  upon  paper  the  better : the  old  “ litera  scripta  ma.net”  is  not 
the  worse  for  being  trite.  A sentence  or  two,  clearly  written,  saves  a world  of  miscon- 
struction and  misapprehension.  Pray  let  me  beg  of  you  to  allow  me  to  hear  from  you  as 
soon  as  you  can  on  this  subject,  as  I must  make  some  inquiries  as  to  the  rights  of  it. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  H-  Wm-  Vincent. 


New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn. 

My  dear  Sir,  . 9 April  1834. 

With  the  late  Mr.  Caley’s  assent,  an  arrangement  was  some  time  since  made,  under  which 
the  Records  at  the  Augmentation  have  for  some  months  been  in  the  care  of  the  Record 
Board,  whose  people  are  employed  in  cleaning,  sorting  and  repairing  them.  On  Caley’s  death 
it  was  proposed  at  the  Treasury  to  give  this  place  to  Palgrave,  but  l informed  both  Lord 
Grey  and  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  that  I doubted  the  authority,  and  besides  thought  a union  of  the 
two  offices  would  be=inexpedient;  and  I added,  that  the  Record  Commissioners  would  keep 
possession,  as  a matter  of  course,  until  a legal  keeper  should  be  appointed,  and  it  might  be 
doubted  whether  such  could  be  appointed  except  by  Parliament.  Whoever,  however,  was 
appointed,  steps  must  be  taken  that  the  money  spent  by  the  Record  Board  upon  the 
Augmentation  Office  may  not  be  thrown  away.  It  never  seems  to  have  occurred  to  any  one 
that  Caley’s  office  was  abolished  and  his  Records  transferred  to  you.  1 am  quite  sure  the- 
old  man  himself  had  no  notion  of  it,  but  continued  to  receive  the  fees,  8cc.,  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  1 am,  &c., 

H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.  __  c-  1 • Cooper. 


New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

Dear  Sir,  10.  April  1834. 

A press  of  professional  business  prevented  me  from  answering  your  letter  so  rally  as 
I wished.  The  Record  Board  are  in  all  instances  desirous  of  consulting  the  convenience  of 
the  keepers  of  Record  Offices  and  their  clerks,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  due  execution 
of  the  important  works  entrusted  to  them.  What  the  Commissioners  require  in  the  King’s 
Remembrancer’s  Office  is  access  to  their  clerks  to  copy  such  Records  as  they  may  determine 
to  publish,  and  to  such  persons  as  they  may  appoint,  to  sort,  clean  and  repair  the  Miscel- 
laneous Records.  At  the  period  when  the  Records  of  the  Pipe  Office,  &c.,  were  transferred 
to  you,  the  work  of  transcribing,  sorting,  &c.,  was  performed  by  a gentleman  in  the  office. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  continue  that  arrangement.  Any 
official  order  that  you  may  require  shall  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  you,  and  we  are 
even  desirous  of  complying  with  any  suggestions  that  you  may  make  as  to  the  form,  and 
for  that  reason  I enclose  a copy  of  the  last  order  made  upon  this  subject : it  applied  to  the: 
Tower,  the  Chapter  House  and  the  Augmentation  Office. 

I remain,  &c., 

H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.  C.  P.  Cooper. 


Order  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  His  Majesty’s  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Public  Records,  held  April  27th  1833. 

Record  Offices,  Tower  of  London,  Chapter  House  and  Augmentation  Office. 
Necessity  of  extending  the  hours  of  attendance  at  those  offices,  to  enable  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave  to  execute  the  various  tasks  enjoined  him  by  the  Board. 

Produced, 


* See  the  Secretary’s  evidence  respecting  this  passage. 
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Produced.  Various  papers  on  this  subject,  which  are  printed  in  the  Notes  of  Business. 

Ordered.  That  the  Keepers  of  His  Majesty’s  Records  in  the  Tower,  and  the  Keeper  of 
the  Records  in  the  Chapter  House,  and  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  be  severally  informed 
by  the  secretary,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public 
Records,  that  these  officers  should  make  such  arrangements  in  their  respective  establish- 
ments as  shall  enable  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  or  any  other  gentleman  under  the  orders  of  the 
Board,  and  deputed  to  have  access  to  the  documents  in  the  said  depositories,  to  have  such 
access,  and  for  such  length  of  time  during  daylight,  as  may  be  required  for  the  speedy 
and  uninterrupted  discharge  of  the  duties  with  which  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  or  any  other 
gentleman  under  the  orders  of  this  Board,  may  be  entrusted. 


Dear  Sir,  Temple,  10th  April  1834. 

Many  thanks  for  your  letters:  they  seem  scarcely  to  clear  up  the  difficulty.  Perhaps  you 
will  be  good  enough  to  let  me  have  copies  or  extracts  of  any  papers  by  which  Mr.  Caley 
placed  his  charge  in  the  care  of  the  Record  Board,  and  the  authority  and  conditions  under 
which  it  was  done.  The  officers  of  the  court  do  not  hold  themselves  authorized  to  make 
such  surrenders  without  those  precautions,  I believe.  In  short,  there  appears  to  be  some 
mistake  : I will  tell  you  the  case  as  shortly  as  I can,  and  leave  you  to  judge.  The  letters 
patent  of  Philip  and  Mary  transfer  these  Records  to  the  custody  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer.  In  the  appointment  of  Lord  William  Bentinck  as  clerk  of  the  Pipe, 
these  Augmentation  Office  Records  are  specifically,  and  by  name,  committed  to  his  charge, 
and  Lord  William  appointed  Mr.  Caley  as  his  Record  keeper.  If  Mr.  Caley  had  died  while 
there  was  yet  a Pipe,  Lord  William,  and  nobody  else,  would  have  appointed  another. 
These  Records,  therefore,  belong  to  the  court,  who  will  certainly,  I apprehend,  not  suffer 
them  to  pass  out  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  are  surely  without  doubt  transferred  to  me  by 
the  15th  Section  of  the  Act  of  last  Session,  with  the  rest  of  the  relics  of  the  Pipe,  whether 
that  circumstance  occurred  to  any  body  on  the  late  occasion  or  not.  An  application  to  the 
proper  authority  will,  no  doubt,  always  secure  the  laudable  objects  of  the  Commission  ; 
but  I must  not,  in  the  meantime,  as  the  Court’s  officer,  permit  their  Records  to  be  taken 
en  masse  out  of  their  jurisdiction  and  my  superintendence.  I am  sure  you  will  perceive 
this.  I have  therefore  to  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  forward  to  me,  at  your 
early  convenience,  the  keys  of  the  depositories  at  Mr.  Caley’s  late  office,  so  far  as  the  same 
related  to  the  Court  of  Augmentation  (without  any  interruption  of  the  useful  labours  of  the 
Commission),  in  order  that  I may  take  the  requisite  measures  for  their  security,  in  which  I 
shall  be  happy  to  be  favoured  by  any  suggestions  from  the  Board. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  I am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

Record  Commission.  Henry  Wm.  Vincent. 


New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s-Inn, 

Dear  Sir,  1 ith  April  1834. 

I was  aware  of  all  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  your  letter  as  to  the  Augmentation 
Office  Records,  and  wrote  yesterday  to  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject.  If  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  Records  in  question  have  been  legally  transferred  to  your  custody,  of  which  I 
am  at  present  by  no  means  satisfied,  all  I can  say  is,  that  it  is  a surprize  upon  the  Record 
Board  and  myself,  and  steps  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  inconvenient,  not  to  say  the 
injurious  consequences.  I have  stated  to  the  Treasury  what  naturally  follows,  from  the 
doubt  that  has  arisen  that  the  Board  will  keep  possession  of  the  Records  until  the  question 
is  decided.  You  seem  hardly  to  be  aware  that  from  700 1.  to  800 1.  per  annum  has,  for 
almost  10  years  past,  been  spent  in  cleaning,  repairing,  and  binding  these  Records,  in  the 
form  of  books,  in  russia,  calf,  &c.  Except  too,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  letters 
patent  (which  I have  carefully  read)  declaring  them  to  be  part  of  the  Exchequer  Records, 
they  are  no  more  connected  with  that  court  than  with  any  other  tribunal.  The  truth  is,  that 
independent  of  other  reasons,  the  public  interest  requires  they  should  be  confided  to  a dis- 
tinct custody,  and  if  your  construction  of  the.  Act,  8tc.,  is  correct,  the  matter  must  be  set 
light  by  a clause  in  the  Act  for  establishing  a General  Record  Office,  the  plans  for  which 
are  now  before  me.  I say  nothing  as  to  access  for  our  clerks  to  the  Pipe  Rolls,  &c., 
because  there  seems  to  be  some  misunderstanding  upon  the  subject,  and  I am  loth  that 
this  should  lead  to  any  arrangement  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  any  of  the  gentlemen  of 
your  establishment,  and  perhaps,  after  all,  not  more  advantageous  to  the  public  interest. 

I am,  &,c. 

H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.  C.  P.  Cooper. 


Letter  to  the  Treasury,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter  to  Mr.  Vincent. 

New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

Sir,  April  10th,  1834. 

I am  instructed  by  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  to  request  that 
you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  to  the  state  in 
which  the  Records  preserved  in  the  Augmentation  Office  are  placed,  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Caley,  the  late  keeper,  and  the  operation  of  the  Act  of  last  Session,  c.  99,  for  abolishing 
certain  offices  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  The  Augmentation  Office  Records  are  the 
o-33-  5 u • Records 
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Records  of  a court  which,  by  letters  patent  of  the  time  of  Philip  and  Mary  was  united  to 
ttecoms  01  a court  wi  ,y  T?ecords  being  very  valuable,  and  of  a different  nature 
the  Court  of  Ex.CpeTl  ’ pec0rds  it  was  thought  that  they  ought  to  be  kept  distinct, 
anTthev  to  The  custody  of  the  (ferklf  the  Pipe,  to  he  kept 

and  they  were  accormgy  0 th by  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer. 

ThSe”cielk  o tL  P^e  a^eSs  bo°„„  to  hive* abandoned  this  trust  to  a deputy,  who  has 
Hie  OleiK  or  ine  1 l ) , f h Augmentation  Office,  but  who  received  no  salary, 

*L wwSEta  the  late  alt’erations  in  the  law  were  4 
being  remunerateu  y lhe  01erl.  of  the  p,„e  nov  any  other  person  participated, 

so”that‘in  fac?  toe  Court  of  Exchequer  was  connected  with  the  Augmentation  Records  so 
far  only  as  they  were  declared  to  haye  the  same  validity  as  the  general  Records  of  that 

CThe  Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  however,  acquired  and  retained  the  patronage  of  the  place  of 
keeniof  the  Augmentation  Records.  Mr.  Caley  had  held  this  office  ever  since  the  year 
and  for  sole  years  before  he  ceased  to  be  Secretary  to  the  Record  Board  very  large 
sums’ of  money  were  yearly  expended  in  sorting,  repairing  and  binding  the  Reeoids  in  his 
custody  an  operation  which  the  present  Commissioners  have  thought  so  important  that 
£ hare  riven  to  it  a still  greater  extent,  and  Mr.  Caley  having  for  many  mouths  been  too 
ill  to  supelntend  the  work  himself,  the  Records  were,  with  his  concurrence  committed  to 
to  charge  of  a gentleman  in  the  employ  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  Mr  Caley  however 
receiving  all  thelees  and  emoluments  np  to  the  time  of  his  death.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  Act  above-mentioned  is  wholly  silent  as  to  this  place,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
was  not  at  that  time  in  the  contemplation  of  those  who  framed  it,  that  the  place  should be 
abolished.  A difficulty  is,  however,  created  by  the  circumstance  that  the  office  ot  Ueik  of 
the  Pine  s abolished  iy  that  Act,  so  that  there  is  no  person  m existence  on  whom,  as  it 
mav  be  presumed  there  was  any  intention  of  conferring  the  power  to  appoint  to  the  vacant 
So  The  Commissioners,  however,  apprehend  that  this  difficulty  may  easily  be  removed 
bv  the  Crown  vesting  the  custody  of  these  Records  either  in  the  Record  Board  or  some 
nprsoii  in  its  emnlov  the  fees  being  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  Treasury.  That  the 
CX  noiLXIler  to  do  this  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  if  any  doubt  exist  ,t  may  be 
removed*  by  a dale  in  the  Act  to  be  passed  for  erecting  a general  Record  Office  upon  the 
site  of  the  Rolls’ Estate.  It  1ms  been  lately  suggested  that  the  Aa‘o1 the  Com 
transferred  these  Records  in  question  to  the  King’s  Remembrancers  Office,  but  the  bora 
missioned  are  unable  to  find  any  words  in  the  Act  to  justify  such  a construction.  Certain 
it  is  that  neither  the  Board  nor  Mr.  Caley  contemplated  any  interference  wltil  ‘h®  custody 
JtaST»  the  mischievous  consequences  of  such  a measure  would  have  been 
taught  to  the  attention  of  Government.  The  Record  Board  will  of  course  return  posses- 
sion if  the  Records  until  such  time  as  a legal  keeper  is  appointed. 

TheKlmHte.T'&ePri°gRi0e'  (signed)  C.’P.  Cooper. 

v,  , o-  Temple,  April  11, 1834. . 

We  have‘now  done  what  probably  appeared  to  each  to  be  his  duty tad  the  nmtteys 
now  clearly  in  the  right  course  to  be  settled  by  the  higher  powers.  I do  not  look  upon  ‘he 
ultimate  decision  of  it  either  way  as  quite  so  important  as  you  appeal  to  do  (provided  it  is 
properly  decided  as  to  mode),  but  that  we  need  not  discuss.  ^ 

C.P.  Cooper,  Esq.  Bonn,  Wm.  Vhcfnt. 

New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

t»  , g- . April  n,  1834. 

I MUST  not  lose  a moment  in  noticing  a passage  in  your  polite  note.  Be  ass"red  "“‘i11”* 
was  further  from  my  thoughts  than  to  find  any  fault  with  the  course  you  havetakem  I am 
quite  aware  you  are  only  doing  what  you  consider  to  be  your  duty.  It  is  quty, 
that  the  Augmentation  Office  did  net  occur  to  you  when  the  Bill  was  m “ 

when  the  Act  came  into  operation.  The  truth  is,  the  point  is  casus  omissus,  and  Government 


must  now  do  whatever  may  be  most  for  the  public  advantage. 
H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq. 


Yours  very  truly, 

C.  P.  Cooper. 


No.  4. 

Custody  of  Aug- 
mentation Office. 


— No.  4.  - 

LETTER  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  AMnger  to  the  Honourable  J.  Stewart, °f  the 
Secretaries  to  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  custody  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Reeoids. 
cir  New-street,  Spring  Gardens,  18  December  1835. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  together  w‘ 
minute  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  of  the  8 th  instant,  and ^ 
ing  letter  of  Mr.  Vincent,  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Cooper,  respectmg  the  cus ^ a 
and  papers  of  the  Court  of  Augmentation,  whereupon  them  Eordships  have _ u p ta 
desire  to  have  my  opinion  upon  the  course  of  proceeding  which,  under  tne  cncu 
stated  in  those  letters,  will  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  service.  Ia 
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In  answer  to  which  I beg  leave  to  state  that,  by  the  statute  1 st  Mary,  sess.  2.  cap.  1 0,  the 
queen  was  authorized  by  her  letters  patent  to  dissolve  the  Court  of  Augmentation,  and  to 
annex  it  to  any  other  Court  of  Record.  Provided,  that  in  case  she  annexed  it  to  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  then  all  things  that  were  in  the  survey  of  the  dissolved  court,  should  be 
ordered  in  like  manner,  to  all  intents,  as  the  Court  of  Exchequer  is,  or  ought  to  be,  by  the 
common  law  and  statutes  of  the  realm;  and  Her  Majesty’s  letters  patent,  when  passed, 
were  to  be  deemed  to  have  the  same  force  and  authority  as  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

That  accordingly,  immediately  after  passing  the  statute,  letters  patent  were  granted  by  the 
queen,  for  the  purposes  in  the  Act  mentioned,  and  duly  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
whereby  the  Court  of  Augmentation  was  dissolved  and  united  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
in  which  letters  patent,  certain  parts  of  the  Records  and  documents  belonging  to  the  Court 
of  Augmentation  were  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer, 
and  other  parts  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  to  be  kept  in  such  place  or  places 
as  the  Lord  Treasurer  and  the  court  should  appoint. 

That  from  the  time  of  these  letters  patent  to  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Pipe,  by  the  statute  of  3d  and  4th  William  IV.,  cap.  99,  the  Records  in  question  remained 
in  his  custody,  and  upon  the  extinction  of  his  office,  ought,  by  the  45th  section  of  that 
Act,  to  have  been  transferred  by  him  to  the  custody  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer. 

That  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  have,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in 
their  letters,  and  their  Lordships’  Minute  of  the  8th  instant,  adopted  the  only  legal  course 
that  was  open  to  them,  in  causing  these  Records  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  King’s 
Remembrancer. 

I have  only  further  to  suggest,  for  their  Lordships’  consideration,  that  it  may  be  expe- 
dient, with  a view  to  remove  ail  doubt  of  these  Records  (which  are  of  great  value)  being 
in  proper  custody,  and  therefore  admissible  in  evidence,  that  an  order  should  be  made  by 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  and  three  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  to  confirm 
the  custody  of  them  by  the  King’s  Remembrancer  till  further  order,  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  of  the  45th  section  of  the  Act. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Abinger. 
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— No.  1.— 

EXTRACT  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  His  Majesty’s 
Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  held  the  9th  March,  1833, 
relative  to  the  Salary  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 

Present, 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland. 

The  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bishop  of  LlandafF. 

The  Right  Honourable  Charles  W atkin  Williams  Wynn,  M.P. 

Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bart.,  M.P. 

Louis  Hayes  Petit,  esq. 

Henry  Bellenden  Ker,  esq. 

Henry  Hallam,  esq . 

John  Allen,  esq. 

Edward  Protlieroe,  esq. 

William  Brougham,  esq.,  M.P. 

The  salary  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  as  Sub-Commissioner  for  the  Formation  and  Publica- 
tion of  Calendars  of  the  Miscellaneous,  unsorted  and  uncalendered  Records  at  the  Tower, 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Transcription  of  the  Foreign  State  Papers,  Pipe  Rolls  and  other 
Records  and  Documents,  as  Editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  &c.  &c.  See. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1,000  l.  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  be  tendered  to  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  for  his  services  to  the  Board,  under  the  orders  already  passed  for  his  em- 
ployment, and  under  any  other  orders  to  be  issued  through  the  secretary  to  him,  such  salary 
not  to  be  considered  to  preclude  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  from  any  avocation  or  employment 
not  inconsistent  with  his  duties  under  the  Board,  and  Sir  Francis  being  to  make  reports  of 
his  progress  to  a committee  of  inspection  three  times  in  a year. 


— No.  2.— 

COPY  of  a Treasury  Minute,  dated  18th  April  1834. 

(7331  •) 

Earl  Grey  states  to  the  Board  that  a vacancy  has  occurred  in  the  office  of  Keeper  of 
the  Records  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Chapter  House,  Westminster,  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Caley,  and  he  recommends  to  my  Lords  to  appoint  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  who  is  well  quali- 
0.33.  5 u 2 fied 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


fied  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office,  to  fill  the  vacancy  with  an  annual  salary  of  400 1, 
that  heretofore  received  by  the  Keeper  of  the  Records,  and  the  present  fees  or  such  fees  as 
that  neretotore  rereiveo  oy  1 for  c0  ies  fornished  to  the  public,  but  reserving  the 

shall  be  ' b necessarv,  the  appointment  to  which  will  be  made 

rZ lord? “or ffSS  after  my  lords  shS  have  had  a proper  opportunity 
of  ToLufting  thereupon  with  the  Commissioners  of  Records.  His  Lordship  at  the  same 
time  states  to  the  Board,  that  in  receiving  this  appointment  it  is  clearly  understood  by  Sir 
F^atoave  ?hat  his“  rvices  under  the  Commissioners  of  Records  are  to  be  continued ; but 
Lt  ft? remuneration  for  such  services  is  to  be  so  measured  for  the  future  as  that  the  annual 
that  the  reniuneia . tbat  50urce,  with  his  salary  of  400  I.  a year  as  Keeper  of 

toe  Records  and  the  produce  of  such  fees  to  be  received  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  in  the  whole 
exofed  ",ooot  thulium  at  present  paid  to  him  as  salary  by  the  Commissioners  of 

RLeEdaSwarrant  be  prepared  for  the  signature  of  my  Lords,  constituting  and  appointing  Si, 
Francis  Pa“grave  to  be  Keeper  of  theBRecords  of  the  Exchequer  at  the  Chapter  House, 
Westminster,  accordingly. 


—.No.  3.— 

TREASURY  CONSTITUTION,  appointing  Sir  Fmmis  Pakraae  Keeper  of  the  Records 
of  the  Exchequer  at  the  Chapter  House,  15  May  1834. 

TiS^S^fw^ 

Sot-^ 

itv  of  Sir  Francis  Pal°rave,  Knight,  have  nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  do  by 

and  to  do  execute  and  perform  all  other  matters  or  things  whatsoever  as  may  conduce  to 
and  be  found  useful  and  necessary  for  the  service  aforesaid.  And  tor  the  better  encouiage- 

bme  iifi  S rnlde  i/toie  work,  we  do  hereby 

Pronris  Palprave  to  certify  to  us  or  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  ot  His  Majesty  s nea-ury 
te  . riLg,  .0  be  signed  by  himself  toe 

nerformed  in  every  quarter  subsequent  to  his  appointment,  stating  therein  the  services 
which  have  been  performed  during  the  said  quarter  by  toe  several  clerks  who  have  been 
already  appointedby  us  or  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  to  assist 
him  in  ffexecutioSr  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  And  moreover,  we  do  hereby  will  and 
require  the  said  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  diligently  to  attend  to  the  performance  and  executron 
ofthis  service,  and  to  take  especial  care  that  the  Records  papers  and  writings  which toy 
the  delivery  of  the  keys  which  were  m the  possession  of  the  said  John  Caley  will  be,  and 
be  iemedyand,akenyunder  his  care  and  charge,  alone,  be  no. .embezzled U«»de- 
faced  in  any  manner  or  kind,  or  by  any  means  whatsoever,  as  he  will  answei  to  the  con 
trary  at  hjperil.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  the  Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehalh 
thereto  day  of  May  1834,  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Wiliiak 
‘ Fonurn,  by  toe  G,L  of  God,  of  toe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

Kina:,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

& (signed)  Grey,  (l.  s.; 

Althorp , (L.  s.) 

George  Ponsonby.  (t.  s.) 


— No.  4.— 

COPY  of  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Establishment  necessary  for  assisting  Sir 
Francis  Palgrave  at  the  Chapter  House,  and  on  the  Fees  that  ought  to  be  charged  m 
that  Establishment. 

The  Committee  of  Commissioners  of  Records  appointed  to  consider  and  state  to  theTrea 
aury  what  establishment  will  in  their  opinion  be  necessary  for  assisting  wr 
grave  in  the  proper  execution  of  his  office  of  Keeper  of  Records  at  the  Chapter  Ho  > 
and  what  fees  should  be  charged  for  searches  or  for  copies  of  documents  furnished  t tn 
community,  have  examined  into  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  agreed  upo 
following  Report : q]ie 
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The  establishment  of  the  Chapter  House  consists  at  present  of  three  office  clerks  and  one  Appendix  (Ik) 
messenger  or  attendant.  

The  clerks  are.  No.  4. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Clarke,  appointed  in  the  year  1810,  and  who  now  receives  a salary  of  156 1.  19  s.  Papers  relating  to- 
per annum.  Sir  F-  Palgrave.- 

Mr.  Charles  Devon,  appointed  in  the  year  1818,  and  who  receives  a net  salary  of  128  — »■» 

and, 

Mr.  F.  Devon,  appointed  in  the  year  1819,  and  who  receives  a net  salary  of  100 1.  18  s. 

The  late  Mr.  Caley  allowed  these  gentlemen  to  receive  a portion  of  the  fees  for  searching, 
amounting  (on  the  average)  to  80 1.,  which  was  divided  between  them. 

The  hours  of  attendance  are  from  ten  till  one. 

The  office  is  closed  on  the  Exchequer  holidays,  amounting  to  about  in  the  year, 

and  the  clerks  have  been  allowed  six  weeks’  vacation  in  the  course  of  the  year,  under  no 
other  restriction  excepting  that  not  more  than  one  clerk  should  be  absent  at  the  same  time. 

This  practice  was  stated  by  the  late  Right  honorable  George  Rose  to  be  the  custom  of  the 
office.  Neither  Mr.  Rose  nor  Mr.  Caley  appear  to  have  exercised  any  control  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  clerks,  and  as  it  further  appears,  Mr.  Caley  led  them  to  consider  that  the 
arrangement  of  the  Records  and  the  making  of  calendars  thereof  were  only  subordinate  por- 
tions of  their  duty. 

The  salaries  of  these  gentlemen  are,  as  we  believe,  considering  the  few  hours  of  attendance, 
higher  than  the  usual  rate  paid  in  similar  establishments,  and  the  time  devoted  by  them  to 
the  office  business  is  much  too  short  to  enable  them  to  clear  off  the  vast  arrear  of  indexing 
and  calendaring  which  remains  to  be  performed.  But  as,  from  the  length  of  time  which 
these  gentlemen  have  held  their  situations,  they  would  be  entitled  to  retiring  allowances, 
and  as  they  have  all,  upon  the  faith  of  their  first  retainers,  arranged  their  other  avocations 
and  employments  with  reference  to  their  official  employment,  we  consider  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  and  unjust  either  to  remove  them  from  their  situations  or  to  demand  any  further 
attendance  without  additional  remuneration,  but  that  they  should  be  continued,  provided 
they  will  undertake  to  discharge  their  duties  sufficiently,  in  such  manner  as  the  principal  of 
the  office  may  direct. 

We  find  it  expedient  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  this  proviso,  because  during  the 
time  of  the  late  Mr.  Rose,  and  also  of  Mr.  Caley,  the  management  of  the  office  was  left 
almost  wholly  to  the  clerks,  the  principal  scarcely  ever  giving  his  attendance,  and  there- 
fore, as  might  naturally  be  expected,  the  relative  situations  of  the  principal  and  of  the  esta- 
blishment are  undefined,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  clerks  should  be  informed  that  they 
should  act  under  the  direction  of  the  principal. 

We  are  informed  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  that  the  clerks  are  all  willing  to  give  additional- 
attendance  on  being  paid  for  the  same,  and  it  has  been  proposed  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave 
that  such  additional  remuneration  should  be  made  by  paying  them  according  to  the  extent 
and  nature  of  the  work  performed,  the  same  to  be  certified  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Re- 
cord Commission,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  annual  grant;  and  on  the  whole  we  consider 
that  this  arrangement  is,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  best  that  can  be  effected  for  the 
public  service.  From  the  very  great  extent  of  the  Records  remaining  to  be  calendared,  it 
is  our  opinion  that  it  may  be  desirable  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  should  employ  an  extra  clerk  or 
clerks  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  formation  of  the  calendars ; and  we  think  that  after 
the  experiment  has  been  made  of  employing  the  other  clerks  during  extra  hours,  so  as  to- 
ascertain  the  rate  of  their  progress,  it  will  be  advisable  to  allow  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  to  do 
so,  and  that  the  expense  be  paid  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  Commission ; but  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  secretary  should  have  notice  previous  to  the  appointment  of  such  extra 
clerk  or  clerks,  and  that  the  assent  of  the  Board  should  be  obtained  thereto.  We  think  it 
will  be  proper  that  the  Treasury  should  be  made  fully  acquainted  with  the  vast  arrear  of 
work  which  remains  to  be  performed. 

It  is  now  calculated  by  Mr.  Clark,  that  working  during  office  hours,  he  would  require  15 
years  to  complete  the  index  of  the  Fines,  which  form  only  a small  part  of  the  uncalendared 
Records. 

The  state  of  the  building  is  such  as  is  described  in  the  Report  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  to 
the  Board  ; and  it  appears  to  us  that  the  alterations  and  additions  pointed  out  by  him  are 
expedient  and  necessary,  and  that  he  cannot  give  his  due  attendance  unless  a proper  apart- 
ment be  provided  for  him,  and  that  the  present  entrance  into  the  office  from  Poet’s  Corner 
is  unsafe  and  inconvenient.  We  have  also  inspected  the  boxes,  prepared  under  his  direc- 
tions for  the  arrangement  of  the  Records,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  mode  is  convenient 
and  advantageous,  and  that,  in  particular,  it  will  save  much  trouble  and  expense  in  the 
event  of  the  erection  of  a new  Record  Office,  as,  in  such  case,  the  Records  can  be  removed 
without  disarranging  them,  and  the  boxes  being  re-arranged  according  to  their  numbers 
and  letters,  no  difficulty  or  confusion  will  arise. 

Some  works  of  absolute  and  immediate  necessity,  such  as  putting  locks  on  the  presses, 
providing  a few  boxes  for  the  beginning  of  the  arrangement,  &c.,  have  been  executed,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  secretary,  by  the  workmen  employed  for  the  Commission ; but  as 
such  works  are  of  the  nature  of  permanent  improvements,  and  might  materially  encroach 
upon  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  and  devoted  to  other 
purposes,  the  same  ought  to  be  performed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  and  Sir  Francis  Pal- 
grave has  addressed  an  application  to  that  Board  accordingly ; and  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  Record  Commissioners  should  address  a letter  to  the  Board  of  Works  supporting  the 
application  so  made,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  any  articles  absolutely  necessary  should 
be  supplied  in  the  usual  way,  under  the  direction  of  the  secretary. 

°-33-  ' 5 u 3 Tlie 
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The  messenger  Beavan,  who  receives  a salary  of  18  j.  per  week,  is  now  bed- 

ridden: bat  tie  duty  is  performed  by  his  son  Charles  Beavan,  who  is  also  paid  7 d.  per 
hour  for  his  extra  attendance,  viz.  from  9 to  t o,  and  from  1 ti  1 4. 

This  last  mentioned  allowance  has  been  paid  out  of  the  grant  made  to  the  Record  Com- 
missioners.  During  the  extra  hours  Beavan,  jun.  binds  and  cleans  the  Records  but  he 
Sn  onlv  execute  thl  common  works  ; and  cleaning  of  the  office,  that  is,  washing  the  floors, 
&c.,  cannot  be  adequately  performed  by  one  person,  who  has  also  to  attend  to  the  general 

^The^uu^gmnerally  allowed  by  the  Treasury  for  the  office  contingencies  is  Sol.,  which 
have  been  apportioned  in  the  following  manner : 


Rent  paid  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  for  the  offices 
Coals,  average  " . " 

Water  ------- 

Sundries,  fire-wood,  &c.  - 

Salary  and  allowance  made  to  Beavan  - 


£.  s.  d. 
2 2 - 
6 - - 
11- 
1 - - 

47  10  ~ 


57  3 10 


Out  of  the  balance,  amounting  to  about  Ml.  l6*.  oi.,  Mr.  Caley  supplied  the  very 
small  quantity  of  stationery  used  in  the  office,  not  exceeding  10  l.j  and  no  other  expenses 
were  incurred  by  him  in  relation  thereto,  the  cleaning,  See.,  Saying  been  wholly  neglected 
The  permanent  salary  paid  to  the  messenger  is,  we  believe,  higher  in  proportion  than  the 
ordinary  salary  usually  received  by  porters  of  that  description;  but  on  account  of  ms  age 
and  infirmities,  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  just  to  discontinue  it ; and  we  think  that  the 
extra  allowance  made  to  Beavan  is  reasonable,  and  that  he  should  be  continued  to  perform 
his  father’s  duty.  The  binding,  cleaning  and  repairing  of  the  Records  require  a much 
more  extended  and  efficient  establishment;  and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  binders  and 
cleaners,  at  least,  will  be  required  until  some  impression  is  made  upon  the  Records.  Some 
Records  have  been  recently  repaired  and  cleaned  at  the  binding  establishment  at  the  Aug- 
mentation Office ; and  as  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  expresses  his  satisfaction  at  the  mode  in 
which  the  work  has  been  performed,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  should  be  continued 
there,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Cole,  but  subject  to  Sir  Francis  Pa  grave  s inspection 
and  approbation ; and  we  also  are  of  opinion  that  two  persons  should  attend  at  the  Chap- 
ter Hoise  to  perform  such  cleaning  and  repairing  of  Records  as  may  be  conveniently 
effected  in  the  depository  where  the  Records  are  placed,  and  that  the  necessary  funds 
should  be  supplied  for  that  purpose.  . , t 

The  expenses  of  pasteboard  toxes,  portfolios,  parchment  and  other  articles  required  for 
the  repair  and  arrangement  of  the  Records,  will  be  considerable;  and  a much  larger  supply 
of  stationery  will  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  office  than  can  be  covered  by  the  balance 
of  the  80 1.  hitherto  allowed.  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  has  therefore  addressed  a lettei  to  the 
Treasury,  requesting  that  an  order  may  be  given  to  the  Stationery  Department  to  supply 
such  stores  as  may  be  needed.  Their  Lordships  have  postponed  their  reply  until  they  have 
the  whole  question  of  the  establishment  before  them;  and  as  we. are  of  opinion  that  the 
supply  is  unquestionably  required,  we  recommend  to  the  Board  to  support  the  application 

S°The  Chapter  House,  from  its  size  and  construction,  will  require  the  constant  attendance 
of  a female  servant  to  light  the  fires,  clean  the  floors,  and  perform  other  similar  domestic 
operations;  and  we  recommend  that  an  annual  allowance,  not  exceeding  40/.,  be  made  to 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave  for  such  purpose,  and  for  other  outgoings  ot  the  office. 

We  have  inspected  the  Calendars  referred  to  in  Sir  Francis  Palgrave  s Report,  and  think 
that  it  will  be  desirable  that  the  more  ancient  should  be  prepared  for  the  press,  as  they 
furnish,  in  several  instances,  the  only  evidence  of  the  former  existence  of  documents  which 
have  since  disappeared,  and  that  the  secretary  should  be  authorized  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  for  such  publication. 

Your  Committee  do  not  see  reason  to  recommend  any  alteration  in  the  fees  now  payable 
upon  searches  incidental  to  legal  proceedings  which  continue  to  be  the  sameas.vere 
reported  to  the  Record  Committee  in  1800,  and  which  will  also  be  found,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Caley,  in  pages  106  and  107  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Record  Commission ; all  searches 
made,  or  extracts  taken  for  literary  or  historical  purposes,  being  exempt  from  all  lees, 

as  lieietofoie.  (signed)  Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn. 

Louis  Hayes  Petit. 
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RECORDS  RELATING  TO  THE  DUCHY  OF  CORNWALL. 


— No.  I.— 

CORRESPONDENCE  of  Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Record  Board, 
with  Sir  George  Harrison  and  Sir  Herbert  Taylor . 

. Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  13th  October  1835. 

As  auditor  and  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  I take  the 
liberty  of  addressing  you,  and  of  requesting  that  you  will  submit  my  present  application,  in 
that  character,  to  the  Commissioners  on  tne  Public  Records,  for  their  consideration,  and  I 
trust  for  their  favourable  decision  thereon. 

On  a reference  to  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  you  will  find 
that  in  or  about  the  year  1800  the  “ Ministers’  Accounts,”  exclusively  relating  to  the  Office 
of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  then  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  were  by  the  order  or  authority 
of  the  said  Commissioners,  transferred  from  that  Office  to  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall.  J 

The  perfect  knowledge  of,  and  easy  reference  to  these  accounts  so  readily  acquired  at  the 
Duchy  Office  through  the  means  of  this  transfer,  have  practically  been  found  to  have  been 
of  the  most  material  use  to  the  latter  office  generally,  but  more  particularly  in  the  late  most 
important  trial  of  Rowe  and  Brenton,  at  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  which 
after  six  days’  hearing,  terminated  so  successfully  in  its  favour. 

I have  recently  found  that  there  are  still  in  the  Augmentation  Office  many  other  most 
valuable  and  important  Records,  which  relate  exclusively  to  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  and  which  would  therefore  (when  properly  arranged)  be  of  infinite  value  and  im- 
portance to  that  office,  but  are  in  reality  of  no  possible  use  to  any  other. 

e'rJlaV'n®  *36fn  oriSinally  deposited  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  instead  of  the  Office 
of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  is  very  satisfactorily  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  circumstance  of 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  having  (since  the  grant  by  Edward  3 to  the  Slack  Prince)  so  often 
reverted  to  the  Crown  in  the  vacancy  of  a Duke  of  Cornwall. 

Ihe  advantage  to  the  Duchy  of  having  all  the  Records  which  exclusively  relate  to  it  pro- 
perly arranged  in  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  itself,  will  be  too  obvious  to  the  Commissioners 
to  need  any  observation  or  comment  from  me  on  that  subject. 

I have,  therefore,  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  submit  all  these  circumstances  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Commissioners  thereon,  and  further  to  request  their  order 
and  authority  for  the  transfer  which  I have  taken  the  liberty  thus  to  suggest. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Charles  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.  Your  very  faithful  humble  servant. 

Sec.  Rec.  Com.  George  Harrison. 


°Ir»  TT  ...  Brighton,  9th  January  1836. 

dir  George  Harrison  having  desired  me  to  submit  to  the  King  the  copy  of  a letter 
which  he  addressed  to  you  in  October  last  (which  for  the  convenience  of  reference  I be°-  to 
enclose),  and  having  represented  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  His  Majesty’s  sanc- 
tion to  the  application  which  is  therein  made  for  the  transfer  to  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall  of  the  Ministers’  Accounts  and  other  documents  now  deposited  in  the  Record 
Office,  which  relate  exclusively  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  I have  received  His  Majesty’s 
commands  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  the  Record  Commissioners  that  His  Majesty 
entirely  concurs  in  the  propriety  ot  the  application  which  has  been  made  by  Sir  Georo-e 
Harrison,  and  with  respect  to  the  importance  and  utility  of  placing  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall 
Office  in  the  possession  of  the  Records  in  question,  and  that  the  compliance  of  the  Com- 
missioners with  that  application  will  therefore  be  satisfactory  to  His  Majesty. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  ' 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  //.  Taylor. 


q- , New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

v ir> , „ 15th  January  1836. 

10UR  letter  ot  the  9th  instant  was  yesterday  sent  to  me  by  Sir  George  Harrison.  In 
reply  1 beg  to  state  that  I consider  it  my  duty  to  summon  a Board  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners without  delay,  and  to  lay  before  them  Sir  George  Harrison’s  application,  and  at  the 
ame  ime  acquaint  them  that  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  signify  that  their 
compliance  with  such  application  will  be  satisfactory  to  His  Majesty. 

11s  intimation  of  the  King’s  pleasure  will,  I make  no  doubt,  enable  the  Commissioners 
“ ,1,emT°,ve1the  difficulty  which  might  otherwise  present  itself  on  the  part  of  the  Barons 
0 e Exchequer,  to  whose  court  the  Records  in  question  at  present  belong. 

°'33'  5^4  I beg- 
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T , ■„  •,  4-Vimno'h  vou  humbly  to  assure  His  Majesty  that  every  endea- 

1 b<?  Jit.' T jrmypaS^ to I^efet  £ the  manifestation  of  is  Royal  will, 
vour  shall  be  used  on  my  part  to  D j jiave  tlie  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(signed)  C.  P.  Cooper. 


Sir  Herbert  Taylor, 

Brighton. 

New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

1 3 January  1 836. 

Dear  Sir,  , informed  vou  that  there  has  been  no  meeting  of  the 

Mr.  Frederick  f special  purpose,  since  October  last,  when  I received 

Record  Commissioners,  excp  P of  Records  relative  to  Cornwall  from  the 

th^  Speaker 'and  get  him  the  mher 

he  regarded  as  commands.  j baye  tbe  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

Sir  George  Harrison,  (signed)  C.  P.  Cooper. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  5 

„ , „.  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  M January  1836. 

My  dear  Sir,  . „ ■ ,i,,  of  the  public,  that  the  Records 

A mistaken  idea  appears  to  have  , ;dl  j baye  sol£jted  from  the  Commis- 

exclusively  belonging  to  the  Duchy  of  ,fu„TI, station  Office,  will  not  be  accessible ; 

sioners,  for  the  transter  to  this  office  from  he  A ’f  aU  the  jodges,  in  the 
that  this  is  an  erroneous  opinion  will  be > erndentfi Courl  of  Ki;!g’'Bench,  m 
case  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  which  v'ljs  tn  f'  f th®’  Duchy  of  Cornwall  was  as  much 

which  the  judges  unanimously  decided  tl it  » therefore  clear  that  the 

^ - they  now  are  ra 

the  Augmentation  Office.  j baye  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

^ „ t-i  Yours  most  sincerely, 

Chas.  Purton  Cooper,  Esq.,  £eo.  Harrison,  Auditor. 

Sic.  8tc.  &c. 

4,  Spring  Garden-terrace, 

' 26  January  1836. 

lEm^ronstotional  malady,  the  gout,  will  S 

summons  to  The  Speaker’s  House,  in  Car  ,?b~|yr  Jn.b  putting  you  in  possession  of  my 
I should  not  be  able  to  attend,  I take  the  liberty  of  thus  putting  you  P d ti 

a compliance  with  the  Royal  wishes,  so  decided  y interested  and  the  Duchy  also, 

^e^h  respect  which  I so  sincere.y  and  - eXSfemmet 

to  whom  this  difficulty  may  have  presented  , induced  humbly  to  hope  that 

“ ft°m  ttee 

^"i^r^oS'SrJnoncomphance  with  the  Royal  wish  are  sohd  and^ub- 
stantial  reasons,  they  would  be  equally  so  m prevenbou  of  there  ta:  * I in  the 

at  all,  and  any  keeper  of  public  Records  in  the  Due  y , P much  ater  pr0. 

Duoliy,  and  probably  to  the  extent  of  49/50*  parte  at  lee*, (if  f ■ | solicited) 

portion)  than  those  in  the  Augmentation  °®f  - o7llecord  of  the  Duchy  is 

already  in  the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy,  and  that  the  office  of  favourable  to 

legally  a Record  Office,  will  presently  be  shown.  Any  public  Kecorus  in 

a suitor  against  the  Duchy  or  the  Duchy  interests  would  much  more  probably  10  bably 
the  Reoo?d  Repository  It  the  Duchy  then 

speaking  much  within  compass  when  I assert,  that  49/50th  parts  ot  n 

exclusively  relate  to  the  Duchy,  are  now  m the  Record  “X  " h part  of 

therefore,  if  solid  and  substantial,  would  be  available  reasons  only  as  to  tne  5 P 

the  subject  matter  of  them.  . . . , in  the  trial  at  Bar, 

andly.  I have  the  authority  of  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  judges,  m th  ^ the 
in  the  Court  of  Kino’s  Bench, in  the  case  of  Rowe  and  Bienton,  toi  the  asse 
Sachy  Office  of  Record  is  an  office  of  Record,  just  as i much  M X3"taTeDedy 
itself,  the  Tower,  the  Chapter  House,  or  the  Rolls  ; and  that  all  the  Records  m t ^ M jf 

Repository,  and  now  in  the  custody  of  their  keeper,  are  just  as  much  public  tbey 
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they  were  in  any  of  the  repositories  before-mentioned;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be:  in  fact  they  are  just  as  much  open  and  accessible  to  the  inspection  of  the 
public,  and  to  have  copies  or  extracts  made  from  them,  as  if  they  were  actually  in  any  of 
the  repositories  of  Public  Records  above-mentioned. 


_3dly-  ^ the  reasons  now  assigned  be  solid  and  substantial  reasons  for  a non-compliance 
with  the  Royal  wish,  that  all  the  Records  exclusively  relating  to  the  Duchy  should  now  be 
removed  from  the  Augmentation  Office  (wherein  they  ought  never  to  have  been  placed)  to 
the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy  (their  only  proper  repository),  these  reasons  are  in 
direct  opposition  to  and  would  decidedly  impeach  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Public  Records  in  the  year  1800,  for  they  recommended  “ that  the  Records  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  and  Cornwall  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  should  be  transferred  to  the  res- 
pective offices  to  which  they  relate;”  and  by  their  Minute  of  the  22d  July  1800,  this 
transfer  was  ordered  and  was  carried  into  effect,  in  regard  to  many  important  Records  (the 
Ministers’  Accounts,  &c.),  which  were  then  transferred,  pursuant  to  that  order,  from  the 
Augmentation  Office  to  the  Duchy  Office  of  R.ecord.  Many  of  these  very  Records  (thus 
coming  legally  and  properly  into  the  custody  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Duchv  Records)  were 
read  m evidence  in  the  said  trial  of  Rowe  and  Brenton,  in  which  the  Duchy  had  so  o-reat 
an  interest,  that  the  Lord  Lyndhurst  (then  His  Majesty’s  Attorney-general)  deemed  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  advise  the  Duchy  to  take  the  legal  proceedings  altogether  out  of  the  hands  of  its 
lessees  (who  had  had  two  or  three  trials  of  the  subject  matter  in  litigation,  at  an  enormous 
expense  in  the  country)  into  its  own  hands,  and  to  insist  upon  a trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  and  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  that  trial.  The  whole  of  the  Records 
in  the  year  1800  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  exclusively  relating  to  the  Duchy,  as  well  as 
the  Ministers’  Accounts,  &c.,  would  have  been  removed  to  the  Duchy  Office  of  Record  at 
the  same  time,  if  they  had  been  known  then  to  exist:  they  have  since  been  discovered.  The 
removal  was  actually  ordered  35  years  ago.  If  it  was  then  justified,  which  it  undoubtedly 
was,  why  is  the  order  now  to  be  rescinded  as  to  a part  only  of  the  Records?  It  would  be 
very  difficult,  nay  impossible,  to  allege  any  other  satisfactory  reason  why  all  the  other 
exclusive  Duchy  Records  were  not  transferred  as  well  as  the  Ministers’  Accounts,  See.,  which 
were  so  actually  transferred,  than  that  they  were  not  then  known  to  exist.  The  order  is 
still  in  existence;  its  execution  has  been  defective,  but  is  defective  only  for  a reason  which 
ought  not  to  prevent  its  present  execution.  If  the  non-execution  of  the  order  for  the 
reason  above-mentioned  has  rendered  the  order  obsolete,  surely  it  ought  to  be  revived,  not 
rescinded.  The  order  remains  in  full  force,  although  defectively  executed.  The  attempt  to 
raise  any  distinction  between  these  two  classes  of  Records  would  be  a manifest  absurdity. 
Who  would  ever  think  of  searching  in  the  Augmentation  Office  for  Records  exclusively 
relating  to  the  Duchy,  until  he  had  ransacked  the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy  (their  only 
proper  place  of  deposit)  for  that  purpose  in  vain  ? I am  informed  that  dining  a trial  at 
Westminster  (Crease  v.  Barret),  before  Lord  Lyndhurst,  when  an  inquisition  could  not  be 
found  in  the  Duchy  Office  by  one  party,  but  was  found  elsewhere  by  the  other,  his  lordship 
was  pleased  to  observe,  “ If  it  is  not  in  its  proper  repository,  the  Duchy  Office,  there  can  be 
no  blame  for  not  finding  it,  for  how  can  the  public  know  where  else  to  search  .?”  The  reason 
of  their  improper  deposit  in  the  Augmentation  Office  has  been  sufficiently  explained  in  the 
letter  which  I first  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you. 

As  the  Record  Office  in  the  Duchy  Court  of  Lancaster  is  mentioned -in  the  order  of  the 
Commissioners,  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  allude  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  as  stand- 
ing precisely  in  a similar  situation  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  No  individual  will  attempt 
to  deny  but  that  there  are  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  public  Records,  properly  so  called, 
which  are  open  and  accessible  to  the  public  for  every  purpose  for  which  a Record  or  its 
exhibition  can  possibly  be  wanted.  But  no  man  in  his  senses  will  ever  contend  that 
there  are  not  also  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  office  documents  (such  as  the  private 
minutes  and  orders  in  council  of  the  Chancellor  and  Council,  &c.,  and  various  other 
documents  of  a confidential  and  private  nature)  which  are  not.  public  Records,  and  which 
therefore  the  public  can  have  no  right  whatever  to  see  : such  is  precisely  the  case  with 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

I may  here  observe  that  the  conventionary  tenants  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  in  then- 
answers,  almost  always  refer  to  the  Records  in  the  Duchy  Office  in  the  following  or  similar 
terms,  viz. : “ As  by  the  Records  thereof  remaining  with  the  auditor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  unto  which,  for  the  more  certainty,  we  refer  ourselves.” 


4thly.  If  I might  be  permitted,  without  offence,  to  say  one  word  respecting  the  present 
and  succeeding  persous  holding  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Duchy  Office  of 
Record,  I would  beg  to  protest  against  the  justice  of  those  reasons  which  1 understand  are 
likely  to  be  assigned  for  a noncompliance  with  the  Royal  wish.  I should  beg  leave  to  say 
that  if  1 were  to  assent  to  their  justice  I should  acquiesce  both  in  my  own  crimination  and 
that  of  my  successors  in  office.  For  what  is  the  reason  assigned  ? Why,  “ that  there  are 
suits  in  agitation,  and  likely  to  be,  wherein  the  Duchy  may  have  an  interest.”  What  is 
this  but  imputing,  by  necessary  implication,  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the 
lluchy  (be  he  whom  he  may)  the  probability  of  dishonesty  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duty  as  such.  The  reason  assigned  for  the  non-removal  of  one-fiftieth  part  only  of  the 
■Duchy  Records  now  improperly  in  the  Augmentation  Office  (as  avowed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Records  by  their  conduct  in  1800),  is  a reason  which  by  necessary  impli- 
cat‘°n  j°uld  imPute  dishonesty  in  the  Keeper  of  the  Duchy  Records  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  duties  as  to  the  other  49-50^1  parts  of  the  public  Records  (exclusive  of  those  removed- 
°-33*  5 x 35 
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35  years  ago  by  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  themselves)  which  are  avowedly  and 

legally  in  custody  as  such.  d Breaton  (in  which  the  Duchy 

I beg  leave  here  to  state  as  a fact  that  the  'trial  or  ^ s Bench . that  r ttttended  itf_ 

> had  so  great  an  interest)  lasted  J -tl  aU  mv  Records,  (which,  for  readiness  of  access 

i 

f°Tluld“entam  toln^reThete 

“ ,he  ^the^keepers  of  th^  Record's  in  {he  Augmentation  Office  itself,  the  Tower,  the  Chapter 
House^or  tlm^lls.0^I  would  uee^e^of^he^ecord^a^mTo^orii^of  the^offices^might 

other  of  these  two  litigant  parties  any  Record,  the 

productmn  of  w^mh^ouh^perate  mhm  ffivour^  ^ ^ ^ ^ leg?til„ate  c uatos  of 

the’  S"des  £ Sffigdo-i,  and  that 

Sing  «Po  bepresumed  thlt  His  Majesty  in ft. ™ of  this  prerogative, 

would  have  a due  consideration  to  the  Co, •vemenceol : hi, t sublets.  j ^ deapai,  of 

Ssli issp^figs 

°ffSthettX— ^Xfto»contdnrimth.twofo^fctt^^ 

letter  to  von  of  the  October  last.  Sir  Herbert  Taylor's  letter  of  the  Jenuaiy, 

my  letter  of  the  instant,  and  my  present  letter,  to  be  inserted  upon  t 

their  Board.  j have  tlle  p0n0nr  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 

Charles  Purton  Cooper.  Esq.,  Very 

&c.  &c.  .T  Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. 


New  Boswell  Court,  Lincoln’s-Inn, 

My  dear  Sir,  January  3oth,  1836. 

I am  commanded  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records 1 « t 1 K g 
dom  to  inform  you,  that  on  Wednesday  they  carefully  and  anxiously  consiappl° Jtioo 
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application  for  the  removal  of  the  Records,  mentioned  in  your  different  letters,  from  the 
Augmentation  Office  to  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  upon  reference  to  the 
terms  of  the  Commission  appointing  them,  and  upon  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  Records, 
which  are  clearly  part  of  the  Records  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  they  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  have  no  authority  to  make  any  change  in  the  custody.  Mr.  Baron 
Parke  and  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet  gave  much  attention  to  the  matter,  and  they  consider  that 
the  order  of  22d  July  1800  was  irregular. 

The  Board  have  directed  all  your  letters,  as  well  as  that  of  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  to  be 
entered  upon  the  Minutes  of  their  proceedings. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 

Y our  faithful  servant. 

Sir  George  Harrison.  (signed)  C.  P . Cooper. 
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P.  S.  I am  directed  to  send  a copy  of  this  letter  to  Sir  Herbert  Taylor. 


New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s-Inn, 

Sir,  February  2d,  1836. 

By  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  I inclose 
to  you,  for  His  Majesty’s  information,  a copy  of  a letter  written  to  Sir  George  Harrison, 
respecting  the  recent  application  for  changing  the  custody  of  certain  Records.  I am  at  the 
same  time  directed  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  represent  to  the  King  the  great 
regret  felt  by  the  Commissioners,  at  finding  that  they  possess  not  the  authority  which  might 
have  enabled  them  to  comply  with  the  intimation  of  His  Majesty’s  wish  upon  this  subject. 

Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

&c.  8cc.  &c.  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Brighton.  (signed)  C.  P.  Cooper. 


My  dear  Sir,  No.  4,  Spring  Garden  Terrace,  3d  February  1836. 

1 have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult. 

I bow  with  submission  (but  certainly  without  conviction)  to  the  determination  of  His 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  of  the  Kingdom,  on  my  application  to  them 
through  you  in  October  last.  I am  not  at  all  convinced,  and  therefore  I cannot,  by  any 
means,  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  their  determination;  because  the  reasons  which  the 
Commissioners  have  been  pleased  to  assign  for  it  appear  (in  my  humble  judgment,  and 
upon  the  fullest  and  most  anxious  consideration  which  I have  been  enabled  to  give  to  the 
subject)  to  be  wholly  insufficient  to  justify  it. 

It  is  a very  great  and  decisive  satisfaction  to  my  mind,  that  my  very  humble  opinion  upon 
this  subject  appears  to  have  received  support  and  confirmation  from  that  expressed  by 
Lord  Lyndnurst  in  the  trial  before  his  Lordship,  in  the  case  of  Crease  and  Barret,  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  wherein  his  Lordship  appears  to  consider  the  Duchy  Office  of  Record 
as  the  only  proper  repository  for  Records  relating  to  the  Duchy;  and  when  I see  in  the 
list  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  in  the  year  j8oo  (besides 
the  great  officers  of  state),  the  names  of  Sir  Richard  Arden  (afterwards  Lord  Alvanley), 
of  Sylvester  Douglas  (afterwards  Lord  Glenbervie),  of  Sir  John  Mitford  (afterwards  Lord 
Redesdale),  of  Sir  William  Grant  (late  Master  of  the  Rolls),  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, and  of  Charles  Abbott,  Esq.  (afterwards  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
finally  Lord  Colchester),  all  of  whom  I had  the  honour  of  personally  knowing,  and  of 
being  personally  cognizant  of  their  talents,  j udgment  and  wisdom,  I never  can  consent  so 
far  to  disparage  the  memories  of  those  high,  honourable  and  wise  personages  (who  are 
none  of  them  alive  to- vindicate  the  propriety  of  their  own  conduct),  as  for  a moment  to 
entertain  the  supposition  they  had  not  well  considered  every  subject  before  they  acted,  or 
that  they  would  ever  do  or  sanction  the  doing  of  any  act  whatever  which  was  improper  or 
irregular. 

By  their  minute  of  the  22d  July,  they  most  justly  and  properly,  as  I humbly  conceive, 
intended  to  order,  and  did  in  fact  order,  the  whole  of  the  Records  in  the  Augmentation 
Office,  exclusively  relating  to  the  Duchy,  to  be  removed  to  the  Record  Office  of  the 
Duchy ; and  the  whole  would  then  have  been  removed,  if  the  whole  had  been  known  then 
to  exist;  but  the  remaining  part  (the  removal  of  which  has  been  now  unsuccessfully 
solicited)  would,  as  well  as  the  Ministers’  Accounts,  &c.,  then  have  been  actually  removed 
to  the  Duchy  Office,  if  then  they  had  been  known  to  exist:  but  they  have  been  discovered 
since  this  order  was  given. 

Requesting  that  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records  will  do  me  the 
honour  to  direct  that  this  letter,  as  well  as  my  primary  letters,  and  that  of  Sir  Herbert 
Taylor,  may  be  recorded  on  the  Minutes  of  their  Board, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Sir,  your  very  faithful  servant. 

Geo.  Harrison, 

Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

0.33.  5x2 
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Dear  gir  No.  4,  Spring  Garden  Terrace,  7 May  1836. 

I did  not  know  until  the  day  before  yesterday  that  you  were  a member  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Public  Records,  or  I should  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
addressing  you  before.  _ „ „ 

I now  address  vou  as  a member  of  the  Record  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  a subject  on  which  I feel  of  course  a natural  anxiety,  as  keeper  of  the ‘Records  and 
other  muniments  and  documents  of  various  descriptions  in  the  office  ot  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall.  I trust  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I have  taken. 

I am  desirous  to  prevent  any  inferences  being  drawn  from  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee,  which  are  not  well  founded,  as  to  the  perfect  accessibility  which  the  public 
may  have  (and  to  the  best  of  my  belief  actually  have)  to  search  for  and  inspect  and  to 
extract  from  or  copy  all  such  Records  in  the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy,  as  the  public 
universally  have  any  right  to  see,  &c. 

I take  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  my  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  Public  Records  (which  I have  reason  to  believe  the  Committee  have  before  them), 
and  of  sending  you  my  order  (as  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Duchy  Office)  respecting 
the  Records  there  ; also  copy  of  the  joint  opinion  of  Lord  Abmger,  now  Lord  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  (then  Sir  James  Scarlett,  the  Kmg  s Attorney-general) ; Sir 
Nicholas  Tindal,  now  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  (then  the  Kings 
Solicitor-general);  and  of  the  Attorney-general  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  which  was 
taken  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  the  officers  of  the  duchy,  as  to  what  description 
of  Records  the  public  universally  had  a right  to  search  for,  &c.  &c.  Sec.  and  what  "ascrip- 
tion of  the  muniments  or  documents  under  the  keeper  s custody  the  Duchy  Office  of  Record 
had  a ri-dit  to  withhold  from  public  inspection,  &c.  See.  See.  1 his  joint  opinion  was  taken 
previously  to  the  trial  of  the  great  cause  of  Rowe  and  Brenton,  which  was  tried  at  bar,  in 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  in  the  9 Geo.  4,  which  lasted  six  whole 
days  and  which  was  terminated  (according  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Lord  lenterden 
and  the  other  judges  of  that  court)  successfully  for  the  duchy  rights. 

According  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  his  Lordship  and  the  other  judges  on  that  trial, 
the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  under  the  only  proper  definition  and  significa- 
tion of  a public  Record,  and  in  the  only  proper  light  in  which  a public  Record  ought  to  be 
considered,  was  decided  to  be  as  much  a public  office  of  Record  (as  to  all  muniments  which 
are  essentially  Records)  as  any  other  office  of  public  Record  in  London.  1 here  cannot 
exist  a stronger  proof  of  the  fact,  than  that  our  enrolment-books  were  admitted  to  be  read 
in  evidence  upon  that  trial.  It  would  be  the  very  height  of  absurdity  to  imply  from  that 
decision,  or  to  suppose  that  the  private  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners 
or  other  officers  of  the  duchy,  or  any  other  documents  of  a similar  nature,  are  to  be  open  to 
the  public  inspection. 

The  real  questions  are, 

1st  What  is  a public  Record,  essentially  such,  and  therefore  accessible  to  all  the  public, 
who  have  a right  to  search  for  and  inspect,  to  make  extracts  from,  or  to  copy,  without  any 
.distinction  of  persons  ? 

2d.  What  is  that  description  of  Record,  or  muniment,  or  document  (however  denominated), 
in  regard  to  which  a particular  portion  only  of  the  public  have  such  right?  as,  for  instance, 
the  copyhold  or  assessionable  tenants  of  a manor,  who  have  a perfect  right  to  search  for 
and  inspect,  to  make  extracts  therefrom,  or  to  take  copies  thereof,  even  as  against  then- 
lord.  The  public  generally  have  no  such  right. 

qd.  What  are  those  muniments  or  documents  which  are  not  accessible  to  the  public,  of 
any  description  ? Under  this  3d  head  I take  leave  to  refer  to  the  joint  opinion  of  Lord 
Abinger,  Sir  Nicholas  Tindal,  and  the  Attorney-general  of  the  duchy. 

From  the  questions  put  to  my  deputy,  and  his  answers,  it  might  possibly  be  inferred 
that  the  practice  of  refusing  to  allow  the  public  to  have  access  to  the  catalogues  and 
indices,  &c.,  is  a practice  peculiar  to  the  Record  Office  of  the  duchy,  and  not  existing  in 
the  other  unquestionable  offices  of  Record.  I have  good  reason  to  believe  (and  it  is  with 
the  utmost  respect  and  deference,  and  I hope  without  offence,  that  1 make  the  statemen  ) 
that  any  such  inference  would  be  wholly  incorrect.  I am  informed,  and  believe  upon  un- 
questionable authority,  that  catalogues,  indices,  &c.,  are  never  exhibited,  and  are  therefore 
not  accessible  to  the  public,  according  to  the  invariable  rule  and  practice  of  every  Record 
Office  in  London.  They  are  private  documents,  made  out  and  compiled  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Record  keeper,  and  to  facilitate  his  researches,  and  are  never  accessible  to  the  public. 
If  any  Record  is  applied  for,  the  Record  keeper  or  his  clerks  alone  refer  to  the  catalogue  or 
index,  to  ascertain  whether  the  Record  is  in  the  office ; but  the  applicant  has  no  right 
whatever  to  search  in  the  catalogue  or  index  ; if  he  does  so,  it  is  by  the  voluntary  permis- 
sion of  the  Record  keeper,  and  may  unquestionably  be  refused. 

From  the  questions  put  by  the  Committee  (it  is  with  equal  respect  and  deference,  and 
equally  I hope  without  offence,  that  the  present  humble  remark  is  made)  an  inference  might 
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be  drawn  that  the  applicant  would  be  refused  the  inspection,  extract  or  copy  of  any  Appendix  (M.) 

Record,  muniment  or  document  which  he  would  have  a right  to  inspect,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  but  

which  might  be  unfavourable  to  the  duchy.  The  keeper  of  the  Records  humbly  takes  leave  No.  2. 

to  say  that  any  such  inference  would  be  wholly  incorrect.  If  the  Record,  muniment  or  Records  relating  to 
document  was  of  such  a description  that  the  applicant  had  a right  to  search  for  and  in-  the  Duchy  of 
spect,  extract  or  copy  it,  it  would  be  just  as  much  open  and  accessible  to  him  as  at  any  Cornwall, 
other  Record  Office  in  London,  whether  it  were  unfavourable  to  the  duchy  or  not,  and  ' 

wholly  without  reference  to  any  such  consideration. 

With  much  better  reason,  and  with  greater  justice,  might  such  a corrupt  motive  be  im- 
puted to  every  lord  of  every  manor  having  copyhold  tenants,  throughout  the  kingdom.  A 
copyhold  tenant  of  a manor  has  a right  to  inspect,  &c.  See.  See.,  the  Court  Rolls  of  his  lord. 

Be  the  particular  Record  (denominate  it  what  you  please)  upon  the  Court  Rolls,  which  the 
copyhold  tenant  wishes  to  inspect,  Sec.  Sec.  Sec.,  unfavourable  to  his  lord’s  interest  or  not, 
the  tenant  has  a perfect  right  to  inspect,  Sec.  8tc.  Sec.,  the  Court  Rolls,  and  the  lord,  unless 
corruptly,  has  no  right  to  refuse  the  permission.  In  a case  unfavourable  to  the  lord,  he 
has  a manifest  direct  private  and  personal  interest,  greater  or  less,  to  withhold  from  his 
tenant  a sight  of  the  Court  Roll  unfavourable  to  the  lord’s  interests.  But  does  the  lord 
corruptly  do  so  ? It  is  to  be  hoped,  and  I really  and  conscientiously  believe,  that  he 
does  not. 

As  to  the  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  duchy,  he  has  no  private  or  personal  interest  of 
any  kind  to  gratify  ; he  has  a public  duty  to  perform;  a duty,  in  the. first  instance,  to  the 
king,  or  the  duke,  his  gracious  master,  to  whom  his  zeal,  but  not  his  dishonesty,  is  due ; 
and”at  the  same  time  he  has  a duty  to  perform  to  the  public,  to  whom  his  zeal  (as  keeper 
of  the  public  Records,  although  not  otherwise)  and  his  honesty  are  equally  due.  What 
right,  therefore,  has  any  person  whatever  (be  he  whom  he  may)  to  impute  to  the  keeper  of 
the  Records  in  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  a corrupt  motive,  which  might  equally 
be  imputed  to  every  other  keeper  of  public  Records  in  the  case  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Commissioners,  and  which  might,  with  much  better  reason,  and  with  in- 
finitely greater  justice,  be  imputed  to  every  lord  of  every  manor  throughout  the  kingdom? 

In  real  truth,  none  whatever.  The  same  reason,  if  it  be  a good  one,  would  be  (as  it  has 
been  shown  to  be)  of  very  general  and  extensive  application. 

It  might  also  be  inferred  that  a distinction  existed  between  the  Duchies  of  Lancaster  and 
Cornwall,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Records,  muniments  or  documents  in  the  office  of  the  one 
or  of  the  other,  and  in  their  relative  accessibility  to  the  public  ; any  such  inference  would 
be  equally  incorrect.  There  is  in  fact  no  distinction  whatever  in  these  respects  ; they  stand 
precisely  upon  the  same  footing  as  to  what  are,  and  what  are  not,  Records,  and  what  are 
and  what  are  not  open  and  accessible  to  the  public. 

I take  the  liberty  also  of  sending  you  the  copy  of  a letter  which  I addressed  to  Sir 
Charles  Lemon  on  the  8th  of  March  last,  of  which  I believe  that  Sir  Matthew  W.  Ridley 
also  has  a copy. 

You  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  you  please  of  this  communication.  My 
only  object  in  troubling  you  is,  that  no  erroneous  impressions  may  exist  in  the  minds  either 
of  the  Committee  or  of  the  public  upon  these  subjects. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  very  faithful  servant, 

Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  Bart.,  M.P.  George  Harrison. 


(A.) — OPINION  respecting  the  Inspection  of  the  Documents  and  Papers  in  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  parties  have  no  right  to  the  inspection  of  any  document 
that  does  not  relate  to  .the  subject  in  dispute,  or  that  is  not  of  a public  nature. 

Of  the  first  description  is  the  book  called  the  Tertia  Pars,  which  we  therefore  think 
ought  not  to  be  submitted  to  their  inspection. 

We  apprehend  the  Indices  and  Calendars  are  of  the  second  description,  having  been 
compiled  by  the  officers  of  the  Duchy  for  their  own  convenience  in  making  occasional 
researches. 

We  should  not,  however,  object  to  the  inspection  of  these  as  a matter  of  courtesy,  if  they 
were  confined  to  the  matters  in  dispute;  but  being  informed  that  they  contain  various 
other  matters,  some  of  which  are  not  of  a public  nature,  we  think  this  a sufficient  reason 
for  withholding  them.  As  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Council,  we  conceive  it  to  be  of  a 
private  nature,  relating  to  a particular  transaction,  and  that  the  parties  have  no  claim  to 
inspect  it. 

(signed)  J.  Scarlett. 

Westminster,  15  May  1827.  N.  C.  Tindal. 

W.  Harrison. 
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No.  2. 

Records  relating  to 
the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall. 


(B.) ORDER  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office  Record  Fees. 

The  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  directs  that  Mr. 
Frederick  Devon,  the  Record  clerk  in  that  office,  should  forthwith  prepare  and  hang  up  ir. 
a conspicuous  part  of  the  office  a scale  of  fees  to  be  received  from  the  public  for  all 
searches  in  the  Record  Office,  and  for  all  copies  or  extracts  of  the  Records  in  the  Record 
Office ; and  he  directs  that  such  scale  be  according  to  the  lowest  scale  of  fees  received  in 
any  of  the  Record  Offices  in  London.  The  keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Duchy  Office,  to 
whom,  of  course,  all  fees  receivable  on  this  account  are  legally  due,  will  personally  relin- 
quish, during  his  occupancy  of  the  office,  all  such  fees ; and  he  directs  that  their  distribu- 
tion shall  be  in  the  following  manner;  namely,  one-half  thereof  shall  go  to  Mr.  Abbot,  his 
deputy  in  the  said  office;  one-fourth  part  thereof  to  Mr.  Tucker,  the  first  clerk  in  the  said 
office ; and  the  remaining  fourth  part  thereof  to  Mr.  Frederick  Devon,  the  Record  clerk  in 
the  said  Duchy ; and  he  directs,  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  an  account  be  made  out  and 
delivered  to  him  by  the  Record  clerk  of  the  fees  received  (distinguishing  each  fee  and  on 
what  account  received)  in  the  Record  Office  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  quarter,  and  of 
the  distribution  thereof,  according  to  the  scheme  before  directed. 


(C.)— COPY  of  Letter  to  Sir  C.  Lemon. 

Mv  dear  Sir  Charles,  No.  4,  Spring  Garden  Terrace,  8 March  1836. 

That  no  misunderstanding  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Records,  of  which  you  are  a member  (in  case  the  refusal  of  the  Duchy  to  permit  Mr.  Cole 
to  inspect  a document  in  the  Surveyor-general’s  Office  should  be  brought  before  it,  but  I 
do  not  desire  it  otherwise),  1 take  the  liberty  of  sending  to  you  the  following  statement  of 
facts,  which  is  taken  from  authentic  documents,  and  may  therefore  be  relied  upon. 

On  the  31st  December  1835  Mr.  Cole  wrote  to  Mr.  Abbott,  stating  that  he  was  autho- 
rized, on  behalf  of  Mr.  Trevannion,  ofCaerhays,  to  request  permission  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall  to  inspect,  and,  if  requisite,  to  be  allowed  to  possess  a copy  of  a survey  of  the 
manor  of  Treverbyn,  made  about  the  17th  Jac.  1. 

It  is  necessary  that  I should  explain  the  nature  of  the  document  in  question.  It  is  not 
in  the  custody  of  the  keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Duchy,  but  in  the  custody  of  the  sur- 
veyor-general, and  kept  in  his  office  : it  is  not,  therefore,  a public  Record,  of  which  the 
public^have  any  right  to  have  the  inspection,  or  a copy,  or  extract;  but  it  is  a document  or 
muniment  in  the  custody  and  office  of  the  surveyor-general,  of  which  Mr.  Trevannion,  as 
holding  the  uninclosed  wastes  of  this  manor,  in  common  with  the  Duchy  and  the  tenants 
of  the  manor  of  Treverbyn  Courtenay,  has  a perfect  right  to  inspect,  &c.  The  distinction 
between  those  Records  which  the  public  have  a right  to  inspect,  copy  or  extract,  and  those 
which  are  of  a private  nature,  and  over  which  the  public  have  no  such  right,  is  clearly 
defined  in  an  opinion  given  some  years  since  by  the  present  Lord  Abinger,  then  Sir  James 
Scarlett,  and  the  law  officers  of  the  Duchy. 

On  the  nth  January  1836,  Mr.  Cole  addressed  another  letter  to  Mr.  Abbott,  referring  to 
the  former  application,  and  requesting  an  answer. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Duchy  Office  learnt,  from  undoubted  authority,  namely,  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Trevannion  himself,  that  no  person  whatever  had  authority  from  him  to  inquire 
at  the  Duchy  Office. 

On  the  26th  January  1836  Mr.  Abbott  wrote  to  Mr.  Cole,  inquiring  upon  what  authority 
he  made  the  application  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Trevannion,  that  gentleman  having  stated 
“ that  no  person  whatever  had  authority  from  him  t.o  inquire  at  the  Duchy  Office.” 

On  the  27th  January  1836  Mr.  Cole  referred  Mr.  Abbott  to  Mr.  Coode,  of  Guilford- 
street,  as  his  authority  for  the  application,  and  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  the  request 
contained  in  his  letter  of  the  31st  December  and  11th  January  was  granted  or  refused ; and 
also  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds  of  the  delay. 

On  the  29th  January  1836  Mr.  Abbott  was  instructed  to  inform  Mr.  Cole,  that  Mr.  Tre- 
vannion’s  name  having  been  used  without  his  authority,  the  application  made  by  him  could 
not  be  complied  with. 

The  Records  which  the  public  have  any  right  to  inspect,  copy  or  extract,  are  just  as  open 
and  accessible  to  the  public  in  the  Record  Office  of  the  Duchy  as  in  any  other  Record 
Office  in  London. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  Sir  Charles,  your  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 

Sir  Charles  Lemon,  Bart.,  M.P.  (signed)  George  Harrison. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Appendix  (N.) 


LETTER  of  R.  Byham,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  Answer  to  the  Appendix  (N) 

Application  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  that  the  Gunpowder  under  Cassar’s  Chapel,  

at  the  Tower  of  London,  might  be  removed.  Letter  of 

R,  Byham,  Esq. 


III. 

Records  in  Cfesar’s  Chapel,  Tower  of  London,  Magazine  of  Gunpowder.  See  Notes  of 
Business  for  last  Board,  No.  VI.  p.  40.  The  Secretary  has  received  the  following 
Letter  upon  the  subject. 

Sir,  Office  of  Ordnance,  10  December  1832. 

I am  directed  by  the  Master-general  and  Board  of  Ordnance  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter,  dated  the  19th  ult.,  signifying  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Public 
Records,  that  immediate  orders  may  be  given  for  the  removal  of  the  gunpowder  from  the 
magazine  under  the  White  Tower  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

In  answer  thereto,  I am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  magazine  in  question  contains  the  proportion  of  ammunition  considered 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Tower,  in  case  of  attack,  and  also  a large  quantity  of  small- 
arm  cartridges  for  the  supply  of  troops  on  any  emergency.  The  Master-general  and  Board 
consider  it  absolutely  necessary  that  this  store  should  be  kept  up,  experience  having  proved 
that  an  attack  upon  the  Tower  should  not  be  considered  so  visionary  as  to  warrant  the 
abandonment  of  the  necessary  means  for  defending  it : and  with  regard  to  the  store  of 
small-arm  ammunition,  experience,  and  that  of  a recent  date,  (the  Master-general  and 
Board  allude  especially  to  the  Bristol  riots)  has  also  shown  that  there  is  no  place  from 
whence  ammunition  can  be  dispatched  to  any  part  of  England  with  equal  rapidity  as  from 
the  Tower ; the  early  receipt  of  the  Master-general  and  Board’s  orders  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  ready  communication  with  the  proprietors  of  every  sort  of  conveyance  on  the  other, 
affording  facilities  which  are  not  possessed  in  an  equal  degree  at  any  other  station 
whatever. 

The  Master-general  and  Board  would  therefore  regard  the  removal  of  the  store  of 
ammunition  as  a serious  injury  to  His  Majesty’s  service,  by  rendering  the  department  less 
efficient  in  time  of  need  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 

It  may  however  be  remarked,  by  the  Commission  on  the  Public  Records,  that  the  object 
sought  is  not  the  removal  of  the  ammunition  from  the  interior  of  the  Tower,  but  only  from 
the  precise  spot,  underneath  the  Record  rooms,  where  it  is  now  deposited  : — to  which  the 
Master-o-eneral  and  Board  beg  to  reply,  that  the  same  quantity  of  ammunition  in  any  other 
spot  within  the  Tower  would,  on  the  supposition  of  its  explosion,  bury  the  Records  under 
the  ruins  of  the  building  containing  them ; and  the  Master-general  and  Board,  therefore,  do 
not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  remove  the  powder  from  a safe  place,  where  it  now  is,  to 
one  less  safe,  though  a little  more  distant  from  the  Records. 

The  Master-o-eneral  and  Board’s  opinion  is,  that  the  magazine  in  question  is  perfectly 
safe ; but  in  order  that  so  important  a matter  might  be  fully  considered,  they  have  called 
upon  their  officers  within  the  garrison  to  state  their  opinion  on  the  subject,  grounded  on 
their  local  and  professional  knowledge,  particularly  the  officer  commanding  the  Royal 
Artillery,  who,  after  minutely  inspecting  the  magazine,  entirely  concurred  with  the  Master- 
general  and  Board,  both  as  to  its  safety,  and  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  giving  it  up. 

The  Master-general  and  Board  would  beg  permission  to  remark,  that  the  Public  Records 
preserved  in  the  White  Tower,  whatever  maybe  their  importance,  can  scarcely  be  of  greater 
than  that  of  the  large  store  of  small  arms,  the  crown  and  regalia  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
lives  of  His  Majesty’s  troops  and  other  inhabitants  within  the  garrison;  all  of  which  are 
equally  exposed  to  destruction  if  the  magazine  should  be  blown  up,  and  all  of  which  are 
considered  as  secure  under  the  existing  magazine  regulations. 

If,  however,  the  Commissioners  should  view  this  differently,  and  consider  the  safe  custody 
of  the  Records  within  a fortified  place  as  inconsistent  with  the  keeping  a store  of  powder 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  the  Master-general  and  Board  beg  to  suggest, 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  advisable  and  consonant  with  what  is  due  to  the  first  consi- 
deration, the  security  of  the  Tower,  that,  under  all  circumstances,  the  Records  should  be 
removed  rather  than  the  ammunition. 

C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.,  I am,  Sir, 

Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

the  Public  Records.  R-  Byham. 
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MR  HARDY’S  SPECIMENS  AND  ESTIMATE  OF  PROPOSED  CALENDARS 
OF  THE  CHANCERY  ROLLS  PRESERVED  IN  THE  TOWER. 


In  submitting  the  following  Estimates  of  the  probable  cost  and  time  necessary  for  the 
completion  of  a perfect  and  satisfactory  Calendar  of  the  Rolls  of  Chancery  in  the  Tower, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.; 
it  may  be  proper  to  show,  why  I have  not  begun  with  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

Mv  reasons  for  not  including,  in  those  Estimates,  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  are  these ; 
namely,  that  a complete  transcript  of  the  Rolls  of  Henry  III.  can  be  made  at  a cost  of 
about  1,200 1. ; and,  more  especially,  because  they  can  be  copied  in  a shorter  time,  and  at 
less  cost,  than  it  would  take  to  have  them  calendared. 

The  Calendars  proposed  to  be  made,  will  contain  the  names  of  all  persons  and  places 
mentioned  in  each  instrument,  with  the  date,  and  a brief  account  of  its  nature,  as  in  the 
following  specimens : 


Patent  Rolls. 

Rot.  Pat.  13  Edw.  1.  p.  1. — Memb.  8. 

Licence  to  Queen  Elianor,  the  King’s  Consort,  to  give  and  assign  to  the  Friars  Preachers 
of  Chichester,  a plot  of  ground,  contiguous  to  their  close  there,  which  she  had  bought  of 
John  le  Bel. — Chichester,  28  July.  . . 

Grant  to  William  Arnaldi  for  1 0 years  of  50  librates  of  land  and  rent  issuing  out  ot  the 
wardships  belonging  to  the  King. — Woliner,  3 August.  , , 

Grant  to  Adam  de  Bavent,  confined  by  illness,  that  he  shall  not  during  life  be  placed 
on  assizes,  &c.,  nor  be  made  sheriff,  coroner,  &c.,  against  his  consent.  Same  date. 

Grant  of  customs  to  the  Burgesses  of  Coventry  for  paving  that  town ; from  Michaelmas 
next  coming  for  three  years. — Same  date.  . 

Inspeximus  and  confirmation  of  the  Charter  by  which  Robert  de  Saint  John,  son  and 
heir  of  William  de  Saint  John,  acquits  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Boxgraveand  their  tenants 
of  the  assize  of  bread  and  ale,  and  of  all  suit  of  the  said  Robert’s  court  of  Halnaker  and  of 
his  other  manors. — Same  date.  . . . ...  , 

Letters  of  safe  conduct  for  one  year  for  certain  Monks  and  Conversi,  sent  by  the  Abbot 
of  Waverley  to  Yarmouth,  to  procure  herrings,  &c.  for  the  use  of  their  house.  Same  date. 


Charter  Roll,  12  Edw.  2. 

Grant  to  John  GUM  of  Chilynton  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  of  free  warren  in  ail  his 
demesne  lands  of  Chylynton  and  Walton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford.  York,  22  of  May. 

Grant  to  Roger  Mortimer,  of  Chirk,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  of  a market  on  every  Wednes- 
day, at  his  manor  of Wynfreton  in  the  county  in  Hereford,  and  two  fairs  there  every  year: 
one  011  the  eve,  the  day  and  the  morrow  of  St.  James ; the  other  on  the  eve,  the  day  and 
the  morrow  of  St.  Crispin  and  St.  Crispian:  and  of  a market  on  every  Thursday,  at  Ins 
manor  of  Blaunchelaunde  in  South  Wales  ; and  two  fairs  there  every  year,  one  on  the  eve, 
the  day  and  the  morrow  of  the  Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  ; the  other  on  the  eve, 
the  day  and  the  morrow  of  the  Nativity  of  the  same  virgin ; with  all  liberties  and  free  cus- 
toms to  such  market  and  fairs  pertaining. — York,  20  May. 

Grant  to  Godefry  Fitz  Henry  of  a messuage  and  one  carrucate  of  land,  with  appurte- 
nances in  the  Town  “ de  Saltu  Salmonls,”  to  have  and  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  evei, 
at  fee  farm;  rendering  yearly  to  the  Exchequer  at  Dublin  four  marks. — York,  6 June. 


Close  Roll,  26  Hen.  6. 

Memb.  10. 

Writ  of  Ousterlemain  addressed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  respect  of 
the  manor  of  Cubleston,  the  manor  of  Acton  Trussell,  and  the  moiety  of  the  manor  ot 
Sherefhales,  granted  by  William  Mosse,  parson  of  the  church  of  Langeport,  and  Walter 
Sevan,  parson  of  the  church  of  Pembrugge,  to  Isabelle  Pembrigge  and  the  heirs  begotten 
between  her  and  Sir  Fulc  Pembrigge,  Kn'.,  with  remainder  to  William,  son  of  Laurence 
Trussell,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  The  premises  being  held  of  others  than  of  the. 
King,  and  having  been  seized  into  <.ne  King’s  hands  upon  the  death  of  the  said  Isabella 
without  heir.—  Westminster,  3 June.  .. 

Similar  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  Shroj  hire,  in  respect  of  the  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Shernt- 
hales  granted  and  holden  as  above,  and  seized  into  the  King’s  hands  for  the  same  reason. 
— Same  date. 

Livery 
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Livery  of  seizin  to  the  Escheator  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  for  John,  son  and  heir  of  Appendix  (0), 

William  Horwode  deceased,  tenant  in  chief,  in  respect  of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  whereof  

his  father  died  seized  in  that  bailiwick.  The  said  John  having  proved  his  age  before  the  Mr.  Hardy's 
said  Escheator.  Specimens  and 

Grant  from  Thomas  Bele,  citizen  and  tailor,  of  London,  to  Walter  Moyle,  Serjeant-at-  pS^m?te  °^, 

Law;  Master  Philip,  ap  Rys,  Clerk ; Thomas  Kenegy,  notary;  Thomas  Baccheford,  hostel  ChanceTv  Rolls  in 
keeper,  and  Richard  Toll,  tailor,  citizens  of  London,  of  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  as  well  the  Tower. 

in  the  City  of  London  and  suburbs  thereof  as  elsewhere,  within  the  realm  of  Englandj  to  ’ 

dispose  of  at  their  free  will  and  pleasure,  without  further  claim  on  behalf  of  the  said  grantor 
or  his  heirs  for  ever. — London,  1 J uly. 


Fine  Rolls. 

Rot.  Fin.,  34  Edw.  1. — Memb.  2. 

Writs  addressed  to  the  Sheriffs  of  York,  Nottingham,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  commanding 
them  to  arrest  Pain  Tybetot,  who  departed  from  the  King’s  army  in  Scotland,  without 
licence,  and  to  seize  into  the  King’s  hands  all  his  lands,  goods  and  chatells. — Lanercost , 
a 8 October. 

Similar  writs  were  addressed  to  various  Sheriffs,  against  Robert  de  Toney,  Gilbert  de 
Clare,  Piers  Gaveston,  Robert  de  Kendale,  Walter  de  Beauchamp,  William  de  Beauchamp, 
Giles  Argenteyin,  Robert  Darcy,  John  de  Wateville,  Walter  de  Bermingham. 

Writ  addressed  to  the  Sheriff  of  London,  informing  him  that  the  King  understood 
that  certain  knights  and  men  at  arms  have  crossed  the  sea  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
tournaments,  without  his  licence,  and  in  contempt  of  his  authority;  their  bodies  are 
therefore  to  be  arrested  and  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
and  all  their  lands,  goods  and  chattels  seized.' — Lanercost,  21  October. 


The  following  short  Abstract  will  show  the  probable  cost  of  calendaring  the  whole. 


Time  of  Three  Clerks. 

Cost  of  Clerics  a1 

ND 

Editorship. 

Years.  Months. 

Weeks.  Days. 

Hours. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

Patent 

- 90 

3 

5 

6 

9,606 

- 

- 

Close 

- 44 

- 

5 

1 

4,673 

- 

- 

Charter 

8 

1 

6 

219 

4 

- 

Fine 

- 

36 

l 

- 

2 

3,819 

- 

Vascon  - 

- 

5 

2 

5 

3 

605 

- 

- 

Norman 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

368 

- 

— 

French 

- 11 

2 

_ 

— 

1,  2 13 

4 

— 

Liberate  - 

- 

5 

1 

4 

6 

574 

10 

16  7 

<2 

4 

6 

21,077 

18 

~ 

Miscel. 

2 

2,640 

- 

- 

Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,  &c.,  2 vols. 

1,650 

- 

£•25,367  18  - 


PATENT  ROLLS. 


Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 


REIGN  S. 

of  Tlirt 
300  Days 

TIME 

:e  Clerks,  employed 
per  Year,  Eight  Hours 

COST 

of 

said  Three  Clerks,! 
at  2 s.  per  Hour,  j 

EDITORSHIP 
each  K<  'gn, 

600 1.  per/  lum. 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Months. 

TFeeis.  Days. 

HourS' 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Edward  I. 

- 

888 

1,628 

Edward  II.  - 

10 

- 

621 

518 

Edward  III.  ... 

3 3 

4 

2,125 

1>771 

3,896 

Richard  II.  - 

421 

35i 

Henry  IV. 

2 2 

4 

323 

269 

592 

Henry  V. 

2 

6 

280 

Henry  VI.  ... 

8 

1 5 

- 

406 

Edward  IV.  ... 

3 

3 2 

4 

2*1 

.85 

406 

90 

3 5 

6 

^*3  9 

4,367 

9,6o6 

°-33-  5 Y 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (O). 


FINE  ROLLS. 


Mr.  Hardy’s 
Specimens  and 
Estimate  of 
Calendars  of 
Chancery  Rolls  in 
the  Tower. 


Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 


REIGNS. 

TIME 

of  Three  Clerks,  employed 
300  Days  per  Year,  Eight  Hours  s 
per  Day'. 

COST 

of 

;aid  Three  Clerks, 
at  2 s.  per  Hour.  ( 

EDITORSHIP  1 
each  Reign, 

500 i.  per  Annum. 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Edward  I.  - 
Edward  II.  - 
Edward  III.  - 
Richard  II.  - 
Henry  IV.  - 
Henry  V. 
Henry  VI.  - 
Edward  IV.  - 

Weeks.  Days.  Hours. 
39 

14  3 4 

21  4 - 

26  2 - 

13  1 

6-2 
16  - - 

814 

£. 

560 

210 

312 

375 

189 

88 

230 

119 

£. 

468 

»75 

260 

312 

158 

72 

192 

99 

£. 

1,028 

385 

572 

687 

347 

160 

422 

218 

145  - 2 

2,083 

1,736 

3,819 

CHARTER  ROLLS. 

Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 

REIGNS. 

TIME 

of  Three  Clerks,  employed 
300  Days  per  Year,  Eight  Hours 
per  Day. 

COST 

of 

said  Three  Clerks, 
at  2 s.  per  Hour. 

EDITORSHIP 
each  Reign, 
at 

600  i.  per  Annum. 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Edward  I.  - 
Edward  II.  - 
Edward  III.  - 
Richard  II.  - 
Henry  IV.  - 
Henry  V.  - 
Henry  VI.  - 
Edward  IV'.  - 

Weeks.  Days.  Hours. 

2 1 4 

- 3 7 

327 
4 1 

- 2 

- 1 1 

-26 

1 4 

£.  S. 
32  8 
9 6 
50  - 
9 18 
4 18 

2 18 
6 14 

3 I2 

£.  s. 
27  - 

7 15 
41  15 

8 5 

4 - 

2 5 

5 10 

3 - 

£.  S. 

59  8 

17  1 
91  15 

18  3 
8 18 

5 3 
12  4 

6 12 

816 

119  14 

99  10 

219  4 

FRENCH  ROLLS. 

Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 


REIGNS. 

TIME 

of  Three  Clerks,  employed 
300  Days  per  Year,  Eight  Hours 
per  Day. 

COST 

of 

said  Three  Clerks, 
at  2 s.  per  Hour. 

EDITORSHIP, 
each  Reign, 

600 1.  per  Annum. 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Edward  I.  - 
Edward  II.  - 
Edward  III.  - 
Richard  II.  - 
Henry  IV.  - 
Henry  V. 
Henry  VI.  - 
Edward  IV.  - 

Weeks.  Days.  Hours.  j 

“52 

17  3 “ 

8 5 - 

2 3 6 

24- 

10  1 6 

3 l 2 

£.  s. 

12  10 
252  - 
126  IO 

37  16 

38  - 
148  4 

46  4 

£.  S. 
10  10 
106  - 

31  10 

32  - 
123  10 

38  10 

£.  s. 

23  ' 
462  - 

232  IO 

69  6 

271  14 
84  14 

46 

661  4 

552  - 

1,213  4 
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Appendix  (0). 


REIGNS. 

TIME 

Of  Three  Clerks,  employed 
SOO  Days  per  Year,  Eight  Hours 
per  Day. 

COST 

Of  said  Three 
Clerks,  at  2 s. 
per  Hour. 

EDITORSHIP  1 
each  Reign, 
at  £.  600  per  | 
per  Annum.  ; 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Weeks.  Days.  Hours. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

Edward  I. 

844 

126  - - 

105  - - 

231  - - 

Edward  II.  - 

248 

40  - - 

34  - - 

74  - - 

Edward  III.  - 

9 1 

132  - - 

110  - - 

242  - - 

Richard  II.  - 

3 

7 - - 

6 - - 

13  - - 

Henry  IV.  - 

1 4 

4 - - 

3 - - 

7 - - 

Henry  V. 

5 

1 10  - 

15-1 

2 15  - 

Henry  VI.  - 

9 

2 10  - 

2 5 - 

4 15  " 

Edward  IV.  - 

— 

— 

2146 

313  - - 

261  10  - 

574  10  - 

Mr.  Hardy’s 
Specimens  and 
Estimate  of 
Calendars  of 
Chancery  Rolls  in 
the  Tower. 


NORMAN  ROLLS. 

Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 


TIME 

COST 

EDITORSHIP 

REIGN. 

Of  Three  Clerks,  employed 
300  Days  per  Year. 

of  said  Clerks, 
at  2 s.  per  Hour. 

600 1.  per  Annum. 

TOTAL. 

Weeks. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Henry  V.  - - - j 

14 

200 

168 

368 

VASCON  ROLLS. 


Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 


REIGNS. 

TIME 
of  Three  Clerks,  ei 
300  Days  per  Year,  ] 
per  Day. 

iighfllours  j 

COST 

of 

said  Three  Clerks, 
at  2 s.  per  Hour. 

EDITORSHIP 
| each  Reign, 

6001.  per  Annum. 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Weeks.  Days. 

Honrs. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Edward  I. 

3 

- 

50 

42 

92 

Edward  II.  - 

2 

- 

48 

40 

Edward  III.  - 

'2 

- 

135 

112 

247 

Richard  II.  - 

2 

5 

3 

42 

35 

77 

Henry  IV.  - 

1 

- 

19 

35 

Henry  V.  - 

- 

2 

4 

5 

Henry  VI.  - 

2 

- 

4 

30 

25 

55 

Edward  IV.  - 

— 

— 

22 

5 

3 

330 

275 

605 

CLOSE  ROLLS. 

Time  and  Cost  Estimate  of  Calendaring. 


REIGNS. 

TIME 

of  Three  Clerks,  err 
300  Days  per  Year,  E 
per  Day. 

1 ployed 
ight  Hours 

COST 

of  said  Clerks, 
at  2 s.  per  Hour. 

EDITORSHIP 
each  Reign, 

600  l.  per  Annum. 

TOTAL 
each  Reign. 

Months. 

Weeks.  Days.  Hours.  1 

£. 

£. 

£. 

5 

- 2 

4 

294 

245 

539 

5 

2 1 

— 

319 

5^5 

Edward  III.  - - - | 

16 

1 

4 

937 

1,718 

6 

3 

1 

392 

326 

Henry  IV.  - 

- 

230 

192 

Henry  V.  - 

1 

1 - 

- 

63 

Henry  VI.  - 

3 

3 3 

4 

224 

1 

Edward  IV.  - 

1 

1 3 

4 

90 

J57 

44 

- s 

1 

2,549 

2,124 

4,673 

0.33..  • 5 Y 2 
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Appendix  (0). 

Mr.  Hardy’s 
Specimens  and 
Estimate  of 
Calendars  of 
Chancery  Rolls  in 
the  Tower. 


appendix  to  report  from  tiie 


PATENT  ROLLS. 


ROLLS 
in  each  Reign. 

MEMBRANES 
on  each  Roll. 

INSTRUMENTS 

COST 

of  Calendaring, 

KINGS. 

Membrane. 

On  each  Roll. 

In  each  Reign. 

exclusive 
of  Editorship. 

Edward  I. 
Edward  II.  - 
Edward  III.  - 
Richard  II.  - 
Henry  IV.  - 
Henry  V. 
Henry  VI. 
Edward  IV.  - 

No. 

37 

37 

125 

57 

34 

18 

84 

59 

Average  No. 
3° 

24 
34 

37 

38 
34 
29 

25 

Average  No. 
60 
45 
25 
10 
20 
13 
9 
3 

Average  No. 
1,800 
1,080 
850 

370  | 

760 
442 
261 
75 

Average  No. 

66,600 
39»96° 
106,250 
2 1 ,090 
25,840 
7,956 

21,924 

4,425 

£.  «.  d. 
888  - - 
621  - _ 
2,125  - - 
421  - - 
323  - - 
153  - - 
487  - _ 
221  - _ 

£. 

5,239  - - 

CLOSE  ROLLS. 


KINGS. 

ROLLS 
in  each  Reign. 

MEMBRANES 
on  each  Roll. 

INSTRUMENTS 

COST 

of  Calendaring, 
of  Editorship. 

On  each 
Membrane. 

On  each  Roll. 

In  each  Reign. 

No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

£.  s.  d. 

Edward  I. 

35 

14 

42 

588 

20,580 

294  - - 

Edward  II. 

22 

29 

35 

1,015 

22,330 

319  - - 

Edward  III.  - 

7i 

33 

20 

660 

46,860 

937  - - 

Richard  II.  - 

28 

35 

20 

700 

19,600  ] 

392  - - 

Henry  IV.  - 

18 

32 

20 

640 

11,520 

230  - - 

Henry  V.  - - 

10 

25 

17 

425 

4,250 

63  - - 

Henry  VI.  - 

40 

28 

12 

336 

13,440 

224  - - 

Edward  IV.  - 

22 

27 

8 

216 

4,752 

90  - - 

£. 

2,549  - - 

CHARTER  ROLLS 


COST 

ROLLS 

INSTRUMENTS 

of  Calendaring, 

KINGS. 

in  each  Reign. 

in  eaeh  Reign. 

exclusive 
of  Editorship. 

No. 

No. 

£.  s.  d. 

Edward  I. 

35 

1,617 

32  8 - 

Edward  II. 

21 

927 

96- 

Edward  III. 

43 

1,490 

50  - — 

Richard  II. 

13 

298 

9 18  - 

Henry  IV. 

12 

146 

4 18  - 

Henry  V.  - 

7 

87 

218  - 

Henry  VI. 

4 

200 

6 14  - 

Edward  IV. 

7 

10  9 

3.12  - 

£. 

119  16  - 

FINE  ROLLS. 


I 

KINGS. 

1 

ROLLS 
in  each  Reign. 

MEMBRANES 
on  each  Roll. 

INSTRUMENTS 

COST 

of  Calendaring, 
exclusive 
of  Editorship. 

On  each 
Membrane. 

On  each  Roll. 

In  each  Reign. 

No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

£.  s.  <1. 

Edward  I. 

35 

20 

78 

1,560  ! 

54,600 

560  - - 

Edward  II. 

21 

20 

32 

640 

13,440 

210  - - 

Edward  III.  - 

52 

34 

16 

544 

28,288 

312  - “ 

Richard  II.  - 

25 

30 

27 

810 

20,250 

375  " " 

Henry  IV. 

15 

28 

25 

700 

10,500 

189  - - 

Henry  V. 

1 1 

32 

17 

544 

5,984 

88  - - 

Henry  VI. 

40 

23 

17 

39i 

15,640 

230  - - 

Edward  IV.  - 

22 

27 

13 

351 

7,722 

119  - - 

£. 

2,083  - - 
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KINGS. 

ROLLS 
in  each  Reign. 

MEMBRANES 
on  each  Roll. 

INSTRUMENTS 

COST 
of  Calendaring, 
exclusive 
of  Editorship. 

On  each 
Membrane. 

On  each  Roll. 

In  each  Reign. 

No. 

Average  No.  , 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

£.  s.  d. 

Edward  I. 

20 

10 

17O 

3,4-00 

50  - - 

Edward  II, 

15 

16 

12 

192 

2,880 

48  - - 

Edward  III.  - 

52 

13 

12 

156 

8,112 

135  - - 

Richard  II. 

16 

13 

12 

156 

2,496 

42  - - 

Henry  IV. 

7 

18 

9 

162 

1,134 

19  - - 

Henry  V. 

5 

12 

6 

72 

360 

Henry  VI.  - 

2 5 

12 

5 

60 

1,500 

30  - - 

Edward  IV.  - 

l 

4 

2 

8 

8 

— 

£. 

330  - - 

Mr.  Hardy’s 
Specimens  and 
Estimate  of 
Calendars  of 
Chancery  Rolls  in 
the  Tower. 


NORMAN  ROLLS. 


KING.  | 

ROLLS  I 
in  this  Reigu. 

INSTRUMENTS 

COST 
of  Calendaring, 

| of  Editorship. 

on  each  Roll. 

On  each 

On  each  Roll.  In  this  Reign. 

Henry  V. 

| No. 

Average  No. 
40 

Average  No. 

19 

Average  No.  i Average  No. 
760  j 7,000 

£.  s.  d. 
200  — - 

FRENCH  ROLLS. 


KINGS. 

ROLLS 
in  each  Reign. 

INSTRUMENTS  j 

COST 
of  Calendaring, 
exclusive 
of  Editorship. 

on  each  Roll, 

On  each 
Membrane. 

On  each  Roll. 

In  each  Reign. 

No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

£.  «.  d. 

•Edward  I. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Edward  II.  - 

5 

10 

18 

180 

9°° 

12  10  - 

Edward  III.  - 

42 

20 

21 

420 

17,640 

252  - - 

Richard  II.  - 

23 

22 

17 

374 

8,602 

126  10  - 

Henry  IV. 

12 

21 

168 

2,016 

Henry  V. 

10 

19 

12 

228 

2,280 

38  - - 

Henry  VI. 

39 

19 

10 

190 

7,4io 

Edward  IV.  - 

22 

21 

126 

2,772 

46  4 - 

£■  661  4 _ 


LIBERATE  ROLLS. 


INSTRUMENTS 

COST 
of  Calendaring, 
exclusive 
of  Editorship. 

KINGS. 

in  each  Reign. 

on  each  Roll. 

On  each 
Membrane. 

On  each  Roll. 

In  each  Reign. 

No. 

Average  No. 

Average  No. 

m | 

£.  f.  d. 

Edward  I. 

35 

9 

21 

189  1 

6,615 

126  - - 

Edward  II. 

20 

21 

i°5 

2,100 

Edward  III.  - 

4J 

8 

21 

168 

6,888 

Richard  II.  - 

15 

28 

420 

420 

Henry  IV.  - 

1 

7 

20 

140 

140 

Henry  V. 

1 

6 

17 

102 

102 

1 10  - 

Henry  VI.  - 

1 

6 

2 IO  - 

Edward  IV.  - 

0-33- 

5 Y 3 

£. 

313  - “ 
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Appendix  (P.)  IRELAND:— LIST  OF  WORKS  PRINTED  BY  IRISH  COMMISSION. 


IrishC ora missi on.  Reports  from  the  Commissioners  respecting  the  Public  Records  of  Ireland ; being  their 

lstj  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  Annual  Reports,  with  Supplements  and  Appendixes,  folio, 

1810 — 1815,  boards,  5Z.  5 s- 

This  volume  contains  returns  from  the  several  Record  Offices  and  Repositories,  describing 
their  general  contents,  and  the  state  of  the  Records  in  each;  with  supplemental 
reports  and  indexes  ; and  also  with  engraved  fac-similes  of  ancient  Records  and  plans 
of  buildings,  ordered  by  the  Commissioners;  affording  a complete  general  view  of 
the  state  of  the  Public  Records  of  Ireland  at  the  opening  of  the  Commission  in  1810. 

Reports  from  the  same  Commissioners,  being  their  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th  and  10th  Annual 
Reports ; with  Supplements  and  Appendixes,  folio,  1816 — 1820,  boards,  3 Z.  3 s. 

In  addition  to  the  various  reports  and  proceedings  of  the  Commission  contained  in  this 
volume,  the  Supplement  to  the  Eighth  Report  comprises  catalogues  and  inventories  of 
the  contents  of  the  Old  Birmingham  Tower  Record  Room ; of  the  Parliamentary  Record 
Office;  the  State  Paper  Room  in  the  Tower;  the  Surveyor-general's  and  Auditor- 
general’s  Offices  ; the  Rolls  and  Chief  Remembrancer’s  Offices ; the  Quit-Rent  Office, 
and  the  Prerogative  Office. 

Reports  from  the  same  Commissioners,  being  their  11th,  12th,  13th,  14th  and  15th  An- 
nual Reports,  folio,  1821 — 182.5,  boards,  3 Z.  3 s. 

This  volume  contains  an  Appendix,  comprising  abstracts  and  references  to  the  principal 
Records  and  public  documents  connected  with  the  Acts  of  Settlement  and  Explanation, 
preserved  in  the  Rolls’  and  Chief  Remembrancer’s  Offices,  Four  Courts,  Dublin. 

Inquisitionum  in  Officio  Rotulorum  Cancellarim  Hibernia;  asservatarum  Repertorium, 
vol.  1,  folio,  1826,  boards,  2 Z.  2 s. 

The  present  volume  contains  a repertory  to  the  inquisitions  in  the  Rolls’  Office,  and  com- 
prizes the  several  counties  within  the  province  of  Leinster.  The  Inquisitiones  post 
Mortem  were  taken  under  commissions  directed  to  the  escheators  of  each  province, 
and  others  joined  with  them,  finding  by  the  oath  of  a jury  what  lands  any  person  died 
seized  of ; by  what  rents  and  services  they  were  held  ; and  who  was  the  next  heir,  and 
his  age ; by  all  which  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  escheat  or  wardship  was  ascertained. 

N.  B.— The  text  of  the  Ulster  volume  has  been  printed,  and  will  be  published  in  a volume 
similar  to  that  of  the  Repertory  of  the  Leinster  Inquisitions,  as  soon  as  the  printing 
of  the  Indexes  .Nominum  et  Locorum,  which  is  in  progress,  shall  have  been  completed. 

Rotulorum  Cancellariee  Calendarium  in  Hibernia,  vol.  1.  part  1,  folio,  1828,  boards, 
2 Z.  2 s. 

Upon  the  Rolls,  of  which  this  calendar  is  an  abstract,  are  to  be  found  grants  of  lands  in 
fee  or  otherwise;  creation  of  honors;  charters  of  incorporation;  grants  of  offices; 
presentations ; denizations  ; wardships ; pardons ; antient  statutes  ; King’s  letters, 
and  other  State  documents ; with  several  inquisitions,  and  many  deeds,  conveyances, 
letters  of  attorney,  and  Chancery  proceedings. 

N.  B. — The  first  part  of  the  foregoing  volume  commences  with  a Patent  Roll  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  First,  being  the  earliest  extant  on  Record,  and  ends  with  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Seventh.  The  second  part,  of  the  volume,  now  at  press,  will  contain  the 
reigns  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  Edward  the  Sixth,  Philip  & Mary,  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. The  second  volume,  which  is  a continuation  of  the  Calendar,  is  also  at 
press,  and  will  contain  the  reign  of  James  the  First. 
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No  2>  Present  State  of  the  Works  undertaken  to  be  Published. 

State  of  Works  Printed  and  Published. 

undertaken.  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  with  Supplements,  See.  - 1810—1815. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners,  with  Supplements,  &c.  - 1816 — 1820. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners,  with  Supplements,  &c.  - 1821 — 1828. 

Repertory  to  the  Inquisitions  of  Leinster. 

Repertory  to  the  Inquisitions  of  Ulster. 

Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls  of  Chancery  to  Henry  VIII. 

In  Progress  of  Printing,  and  Suspended  by  the  Revocation  of  the  Patent  of  the 
Commission. 

Calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls  of  Chancery  to  James  I. 

Calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls  of  Chancery  to  William  III. 

Collection  of  Charters  to  Cities,  Towns,  and  other  corporate  bodies. 

Prepare  d for  the  Press,  but  of  which  no  Parts  have  yet  been  Printed. 
Repertory  to  the  Inquisitions  of  Munster. 

Repertory  to  the  Inquisitions  of  Connaught. 

Repertory  to  the  Inquisitions  of  Ireland  in  the  Exchequer. 

Catalogue  of  MSS.  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

Works 
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Works  Completed,  and  of  which  MS.  Transcripts  were  deposited  in  their  respective 
Public  Offices,  for  Reference. 

Repertory  to  the  Decrees  in  Chancery. 

Repertory  to  the  Fiats  in  Chancery. 

Index  to  the  Books  of  Patents  in  the  Vice-Treasurer’s  Office. 

Index  to  the  Distribution  Books  in  the  Vice-Treasurer’s  Office. 

Index  to  the  Wills  and  Administrations  in  Prerogative  Office. 

Works  Prepared  for  the  Press,  or  for  Fair  Transcript,  and  remaining  in  MS. 
Unpublished. 

Authentic  Edition  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 

Collection  of  State  Papers  relative  to  Ireland. 

Transcripts  of  Ancient  Deeds  and  Wills  found  on  the  Inquisitions  of  the  Chancery  and 
Exchequer. 

Classified  Schedule  and  Index  of  the  Parliamentary  Papers. 

Repertories  to  the  First  Fruits,  Records,  and  Royal  Visitation  Books. 

Works  Undertaken  by  the  Irish  Record  Commission,  but  taken  from  under  their 
Superintendence,  and  executed  by  the  British  Government. 

Repertory  to  the  Grants  of  Civil  Offices,  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
George  III.  Printed  but  not  Published. 
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Comparative  View  of  Fees  in  some  of  the  Record  Offices  in  Dublin. 


OFFICE. 

Number  of  Sheets.  | 

FEE. 

£.  s.  d. 

Registry  of  Deeds  _ - - 

16 

- 9 6 

Prerogative  - 

13 

- 10  - 

Rolls,  Chancery  - 

12 

- 9 8 \ 

Chief  Remembrancer  Exchequer  - 

17 

- 17  6 

Vice-Treasurer  - 

8 

148 

- - " - 

12  skins 

10  1 - 

Fees  for  Re-attestation  in  some  of  the  preceding  Offices. 


OFFICE. 

Number  of  Sheets.  1 

Original  Fee. 

Ro-attestation. 

£.  s.  1 1. 

£.  s.  d. 

Registry  of  Deeds  - 

16 

- 9 6 

- 1 6 

Rolls  Chancery  - 

82 

3634 

- 15  6 

Chief  Remembrancer  Exchequer 

41 

112  2 

- 15  8* 

Vice-Treasurer  - 

8 

I48 

- 12  4* 

_ 

12  skins  j 

10  - - 

5-6* 

The  fees  for  re-attestation  marked  thus  (*)  are  charged  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  the 
original  fee,  according  to  the  rules  of  these  Offices  in  all  cases. 
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CATALOGUE  of  Historical  Works  printed  for  the  Bannatyne  Club,  instituted 
in  February  1823. 

The  publications  of  the  Bannatyne  and  Maitland  Clubs  are  in  quarto. 

Vitas  Dunkeldensis  ecclesise  Episcoporum,  a primasedis  fundatione,  ad  an.  1515,  auctore 
Alexandra  Miln,  ejusdem  eccleske  canonico.  Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  - 1823 
The  Bannatyne  Miscellany,  2 vols.  1824,  1827.  Printed  under  the  superintendence  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott  and  David  Laing,  Esq. 

Recit  de  l’Expedition  en  Escosse,  Pan  1546,  et  de  la  battayle  de  Muscleburgh.  Parle 
n 00  /-  y A Sieur 
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Works  printed  by 
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Papers  delivered  in 
Witnesses. 

No.  l. 

Works  Printed  by 
Clubs. 


la  appendix  to  report  from  the 

Slew  Berteville,  „ Roy  Edouard  VI.  Edited  by  Mr.  Constable.  Printed  from  the 

original  Manuscript  in  the  Cottonian  Library  ~ ■ o d 

Heetoris  Boetii  Murthlacensium  et  Aberdonensram  Episcoppium  vitse,  15M  - - 18.5 

neetoris  coeui  muiw  “ . T the  g,ext;  being  an  Account  of  the  Affairs  of 

The  Histone  and  ° h year  1506;  with  a short  continuation  to  the  year 

Scotland,  from  the  yeai  i5bb  to  tne  ye  oJ  > Tthr-irv  of  the  Marn  iPw 

1617.  Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq  , from  a MS.  m the  Libiary  ot  tne  Marquess 

of  Lothm  at  ?e7^*le  f Claaerhonse,  Viscount  of  Dundee  ; with  illustrative  Docu- 
PriuSf  ta  the  origina!  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  1826 
DeVito  et  Morte  Robert!  Rollok,  Academim  Edinburgeme  Pnmam,  Narratrones ; Auctonbus 
DeVitoet  Morte  no  Charteris.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Lee  - 1826 

M?mo0S‘of  bt  own'Life  by  Sir  James  Melville  of  W.  1549-1693-  Edited  from 
the  nrip-inal  MS.,  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  - - - "r-.  7 

Cbrcmicon  Cmnobii  Sanctm  Cracis  Edinburgensrs.  From  the  original  MS.  in  the  Library 
it  T ambeth-palace.  Edited  by  Robert  Pitcairn,  Esq.  - - “ . .. 

Thorn* ^ Dempster.  Historia  ecclesiastica  _gent,s  Scotorum  s.ve_  de  Soriptonbus  W 

„ fldrifmfhe  Desnltohes  of  M.  Courcelles,  French  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Scot- 
B l“d  ^58®  Sd  by  Robert  Bell,  Esq.,  Advocate  ; from  a MS.  in  the  possession 

Siw^Mtie,^fe ^Edinburgh,  1689.  Printed  from  a MS.  in  the  Library  of  the 

Lefteia  from  the  Lady  Margaret  Kennedy  to  John,  Duke  of  Lauderdale  - " " i®2^ 

The  History  of  the^Troubles  and  memorable  Transactions  in  Scotland  and  England, 
16-24  Zs,  by  John  Spalding.  Edited  by  JameeSkene,  Esq.,  of  Rub.slaw,  Advocate, 

2 vols.  - - “ . ■ p T7-;n„  ramps  ,1.,.  sixth  of  Scotland,  with  the  Princess 

AraVof  DmSalk!  “s9 ; mid  thf  fSrm  and  manner  of  her  Majesty’s  Coronation  at 
Holyrood  House,  159!  Printed  chiefly  from  original  documents  in  the  General  Register 

A Diafy  ofthe  Proceedings  in  the  Parliament  and  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  May  si, 
1700 ; March  y,  lyoo.  By  Sir  David  Hume,  of  Closer, gg,  one. of- * = S“at01s  i*e 
College  of  Justice  ; printed  from  a MS.  in  the  possession  of  John  Orr,  Esq.  1828 

Memoir!  of  bis  own  £fe  and  Times,  by  Sir  James  Turner,  1632-1670.  Edited  from  the 
original  MS.,  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  “ ...  , j tv/tcq 

Ancient  Criminal  Trials  in  Scotland;  compiled  from  the  original  records  and  MSS.  with 
Historical  Illustrations.  By  Robert  Pitcairn,  Esq.,  3 vols.  - • .1  t>  , 

Leff  Affaires  du  Si  de  Bold.  Tan  1568.  Printed  from  the  original  MS.  in  the  Royal 
Library  of  Drottningholm,  m Sweden  - - - " “ o„* 

Letters  from  Archibald,  Earl  of  Argyll,  to  John,  Duke  of  Lauderdale  - - . ' 182  9 

The  Diary  of  Mr.  James  Melvill,  1556-1601.  Printed  from  the  original  MS.  in  tne  M- 

MlmorialsL<if’ aloSoBaoltyne'.  Edited  by  Sir  Waiter Scott.  Bart.  - 1829 

The  History  of  Scotland,  from  the  Year  1436  to  1561 ;.  by  John  Leslie,  Bishop  of  Ross 
From  MSS  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  and  the  Bodleian  library  - 839 
Memoirs  of  the  War  carried  on  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  1689-1691.  By  Major-general 
Hugh  Maokav  Commander-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces.  With  an  Appendix  of 
original  Papers.  Edited  by  James  Maitland  Hog,  Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  and  Adam 

Urouhart  Esors  Advocates,  from  the  MS.  preserved  in  the  advocates  Libiary  - 1833 

A Diurnal  of  Remarkable  Occurrences  that  have  passed  within  the  comitey  of  Scotland, 
since  the  Death  of  King  James  IV.,  till  the  year  i675-  a MS-  belonging  to 

Sir  John  Maxwell  of  Pollock,  Baronet.  Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  - 1833 

Instrumenta  Publica  sive  processus  super  fidelitatibus  et  homagus  Scotorum  domino  Regi 
Cgta  taCoV-wgS  Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.,  from  the  originals  in  the 

ChfotoS  de  Mailros,"  e codice  unioo  in  Bibliotheca  Cottoniana  servato,  nnnc  iterum  in 

M"!‘f  TiaSon!  from  a MS.  Monging  to  the  Uni™, 

sity  of  Edinburgh  ------- 

Books  preparing  for  Publication  by  the  Bannatyne  Club. 

The  Bannatyne  Miscellany,  vol.  ii.  part  1 . . . . f ..v.  a uv,^  nf 

Munimenta'  de  Mailros:  being  the  Chartulary  and  original  Charters  of  the  Abbey 

Chartularium  Moraviense ; or  Chartulary  of  the  Diocese  of  Moray. 

The  Accompts  of  the  Chamberlains  of  Scotland,  4 vols. 

The  Household  Books  of  James  V.,  1527-1538. 


CATALOGUE  of  Historical  Works  printed  for  the  Maitland  Club,  instituted  in 
March  1828. 

The  History  of  the  Troubles  and  memorable  Transactions  in  Scotland  and  England,  16  -4 
1645,  by  John  Spalding.  Edited  by  by  James  Skene,  esq.  2 vols.  - - 182  » Thye 
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The  History  of  the  House  of  Seytoun,  to  the  year  1559-  By  Sir  Richard  Maitland,  of  Leth- 
ingtoun,  knight.  With  the  continuation,  by  Alex.  Viscount  Kmgstoun,  101687.  Edited 
by  John  Fullarton,  esq.,  from  two  MSS.  belonging  to  the  Library  of  the  Faculty  or 
Advocates  1629 

The  D iary  of  J ohn  Lamont,  of  N ewton,  1 649-1 67 1 . Edited  by  Mr.  Kinloch  - - 1 830 

Histoire  de  la  Guerre  d’Ecosse,  pendant  les  Campagnes  1548  et  1549.  1 ar  Jean  de  Beau- 
oue.  Edited  by  the  late  Joseph  Bain,  junior,  of  Moriston,  esq.  - " 1°3° 

Memoirs  of  the  Affairs  of  Scotland.  By  David  Moysie,  1577-1603  - - - - 1030 

A Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  from  Fergus  I.  to  James  VI.,  m the  year  ibn. 

Printed  from  an  original  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  - - 183° 

Register  of  Ministers,  Exhorters  and  Readers,  and  of  their  stipends,  after  the  period  of  the 
Reformation.  Printed  from  a MS.  in  the  General  Register  House,  Edinburgh  - 1830 
Registrum  Metellanum  primum  - - - - - - - “ ~ ' -,1,. 31 

Descriptions  of  the  Sheriffdoms  of  Lanark  and  Renfrew,  compiled  about  1710.  By  William 
Hamilton,  of  Wishaw.  Edited  by  John  Dillon  and  John  Fullarton,  esquires,  from  a MS. 
in  the  Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  - - - - " “ 1 .3 

The  Chronicle  of  Perth,  a Register  of  Remarkable  Occurrences,  chiefly  connected  with 
that  City,  from  the  year  1210  to  1668.  Printed  from  a MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates  - - - - - - - “ " ' &} 

A Diurnal  of  Remarkable  Occurrences  that  have  passed  within  the  country  of  Scotland, 
since  the  death  of  King  James  IV.,  till  the  year  1575.  From  a MS.  of  the  16th  century, 
in  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Maxwell,  of  Pollock,  baronet.  Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson, 
Esq.  --------------  .1832 

Miscellany  of  the  Maitland  Club ; consisting  of  original  Papers,  and  other  Documents,  illus- 
trative of  the  History  and  Literature  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  part  1 - - - - 183* 

Burgh  Records  of  the  Ci  ty  of  Glasgow,  1572-1581  ------  1832 

Registerium  Monasterii  de  Passelet;  Cartas,  privilegia,  conventiones,  aliaque  mummenta 
complectens  a domo  fundata,  A.D.  1163,  usque  ad  A.D.  1529,  ad  fidem  codicis  MS.  in 
Bibliotheca  Facultatis  Juridical  Edinensis  servati;  nunc  primum  typis  mandatum. 
Edited  by  Cosmo  Innes,  esq.,  Advocate  - - - .7  " * ‘ M “ .3* 

Ancient  Criminal  Trials  in  Scotland,  compiled  from  the  original  Records  and  MSS.,  with 
historical  Illustrations,  etc.  By  Robert  Pitcairn,  Esq.,  3 vols.  - - - ' l833 

Cartularium  comitatus  de  Levenax,  ab  initio  seculi  decimi  tertii  ad  annum  1397,  ad  fidem 
usque  apographi  Bibliothecte  Facultatis  Juridical  Edinensis  servati,  cum  alus  MSS. 
collati.  Edited  by  James  Dennistoun,  junior.  Esq.  ------  1833 

Memoirs  of  the  Wars  carried  on  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  1689-1691.  By  Major-general 
Hugh  Mackay,  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  Forces.  With  an  Appendix  ot 
original  Papers  - _-  --  --  --  --  -133 

Collections  upon  the  Lives  of  the  Reformers  and  most  eminent  Ministers  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  By  the  Rev.  Robert  Wodrow,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Eastwood  - 1 »34 
Miscellany  of  the  Maitland  Club;  consisting  of  original  Papers  and  other  Documents, 
illustrative  of  the  History  and  Literature  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  part  2 - - - 1034 

History  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots ; a Fragment,  translated  from  the  original  French  of 
Adam  Blackwood.  Edited  by  Alexander  Macdonald,  Esq,  - l834 

Illustrations  of  Scottish  History,  from  the  Twelfth  to  the  Sixteenth  Century.  Selected 
from  unpublished  Manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum  and  Tower  of  London.  Edited  by 
Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.  - - - - - " ~ , _ ~ -I-.,?  84 

Records  of  the  Burgh  of  Prestwick,  in  the  Sheriffdom  of  Ayr,  1470-1782.  With  an 
Appendix  and  illustrative  Notes.  Edited  by  John  Fullarton,  Esq.  - - - i»34 

Papers  relative  to  the  Royal  Guard  of  Scottish  Archers  in  France,  from  original  Docu- 
ments. Edited  by  Alexander  Macdonald,  Esq.  ------  1035 

Letters  to  King  James  the  Sixth,  from  the  Queen,  Prince  Henry,  Prince  Charles,  the 
Princess  Elizabeth,  and  her  Husband  Frederick  King  of  Bohemia  and  from  their  Son 
Prince  Frederick  Henry.  From  the  Originals  in  the  Library  o.  the  Faculty  of^Ad- 

Reportfon  the  State  of  certain  Parishes  in  Scotland,  made  to  His  Majesty’s  Commission- 
ers for  Plantation  of  Kirks,  etc.,  in  pursuance  of  their  Ordinance,  dated  12  April  ib27. 
From  the  Originals  preserved  in  His  Majesty’s  General  Register  house.  Edited  by 
Alexander  Macdonald,  Esq.  - - - - - - “ " ~ * 35 

Scalacronica.  By  Sir  Thomas  Grey,  of  Heton,  Knight ; a Chronicle  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, from  a.d.  1066  to  a.d.  1372.  Now  first  printed  from  the  unique  Manuscript 
belonging  to  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge.  With  an  Introduction  and  Notes 
Edited  by  Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.,  Sub-Commissioner  of  Public  Records  - - i»3° 

Catalogue  or  List  of  the  Works  printed  for  the  use  of  Members  of  the  Maitland  Club. 

The  Cochrane  Correspondence,— Papers  illustrative  of  the  Rebellion  in  Scotland,  1745. 
By  James  Dennistoun,  of  Dennistoun,  Esq. 

Index  to  Memorabilia  of  the  City  of  Glasgow.  Selected  from  the  Minute  Books i of  the 
Burgh,  by  John  Smith,  ygst..  Esq.  - - - - - - " -15001750 

Rob  Stone’s  Dream,  an  Historical  Poem,  from  a MS.  in  the  Leightonian  Library,  Dun- 
blane - - l8^ 

0.33.  5 z 
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No.  1. 

Works  printed  by 
Clubs. 


LIST  of  Historical  Works  in  the  Press,  or  under  the  Consideration  of  the  Council 
of  the  Maitland  Club. 

A Collection  of  Testaments  of  remarkable  Persons,  and  of  Individuals  distinguished  in 
the  History  and  Literature  of  Scotland,  during  the  16th  century.  By  Alexander 

Mi^cellanTof  the^Maitland  Club,  consisting  of  original  Papers  and  other  Documents  illus- 
trative of  the  History  and  Literature  of  Scotland.  VoL  ii.  part  l . 

Miscellany  of  the  Maitland  Club,  consisting  of  original  Papers  and  other  Documents  illus- 
trative of  the  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities  oT  Scotland.  Vol.  i.  part  i . 

A Series  of  Documents  illustrative  of  the  History  of  Scotland  during  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Mary  from  the  Originals  in  the  British  Museum,  the  College  of  Arms,  and  the  State 
Paper  Office.  Preparing  for  the  press,  under  the  superintendence  of  Joseph  Stevenson, 
Esq.,  Sub-Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Miscellaneous  Papers,  principally  illustrative  of  events  in  the  Reigns  of  Queen  Mary 
and  King  James  VI.  Preparing  under  the  superintendence  and  Editorship  of  W.  J. 

A^lecta”frSqthe  original  MSS.  in  the  Advocates’ Library.  By  the  Rev.  Rob.  Wod row. 

Wodrow’s  Collections  upon  the  Lives  of  the  Reformers,  vol.  u.,  part  I. 

Original  Letters  and  Documents,  selected  from  the  Pollock  Papers. 

Argyle  Letters,  comprising  fac-similes  of  the  Correspondence  of  the  Sovereigns  of  Scotland 
and  England  with  that  Family.  m 

Chronicon  de  Lanercost,  1201-1346.  Prepared  for  the  press  under  the  superintendence  of 

Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.,  Sub-Commissioner  of  Public  Records.  . . 

Registrum  Majorum  Testamentorum  domini  vicarii  generalis  Glasguensis.  Preparing  for 
press  under  the  superintendence  of  John  W . Mackenzie  and  Alexander  Macdonald,  Esqrs. 

Cartularium  Episcopatus  Glasguensis.  . . r,. 

Maonus  Rotulus  Scotiee,  from  the  contemporaneous  Rolls  m the  lower  and  the  Chapter 

Selections  relative  to  Scotland,  during  the  Reigns  of  Edward  I.,  II.  and  HI , from  the 
Patent,  Close  and  Charter  Rolls. 

Accompts  of  Expenses  relative  to  Scotland,  from  the  Pipe  Rolls,  Wardrobe  Accounts,  and 
Liberate  Rolls.  . . , „ 

Miscellaneous  Documents  relative  to  Scotland,  from  Originals  preserved  in  the  lower. 

Epistolce  Regum  Scottorum,  from  MSS.  preserved  in  the  British  Museum. 

Acta  Sanctorum  Scoti®,  from  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  Bodleian  Library,  etc. 

Documents  illustrative  of  the  Life  and  Times  of  Wallace,  from  the  British  Museum, 

Selections  from  the  Documents  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  relative  to  Scotland. 

Correspondence  illustrative  of  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Scotland  at  the  period  of 
the  Reformation,  from  the  Originals  in  the  State  Paper  Office. 

Cartularium  Conventus  de  Caldestreme. 


No.  2. 

Reprint  of  Mr. 
Cooper’s  Letter 
(26  Dec.  1833)  to 
Mr.  Holbrooke. 


— No.  2.— 


LETTER  Printed  in  Mr.  Holbrooke’s  Evidence  (Question  1270),  Reprinted  here  more 
correctly. 


New  Boswell-court,  Lincoln’s  Inn, 

Dear  Sir,  26  December  1833. 

Your  letter  of  the  21st  of  November  found  its  way  unfortunately  into  a wrong  portfolio, 
which  is  the  reason  that  it  has  so  long  remained  unanswered. 

There  is  no  probability  of  our  resuming  the  Fcedera  at  present.  The  only  person  whose 
attention  is  directed  to  the  subject  is  the  Secretary.  I am  in  correspondence  with  many 
of  the  librarians  of  the  Continent,  to  ascertain  what  materials  for  the  work  are  to  be  touna 
in  foreign  collections ; I suspect  not  many.  Lists  are  making  of  those  m English  libraries, 
and  an  accurate  catalogue  is  forming  under  my  directions  of  the  transcripts  made  by  the 
order  of  the  old  Board.  I have  also  had  some  of  the  sheets  of  the  printed  work  collated 
with  the  originals  at  the  Chapter  House  and  in  the  Tower.  This  is  all  that  has  been  done, 
and  all  that  is  likely  to  be  done;  for  I find  so  little  gratitude  for  my  exertions,  that  1 am 
half  disposed  to  throw  up  my  office,  which  has  been  to  me  the  source  of  no  small  loss  in 


my  profession. 

Frederick  Holbrooke,  Esq. 


I remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

C.  P.  Cooper. 


— No. 


3.  — 


N0.3. 

Note  to  Mr.  Thom- 
son’s Evidence. 


NOTE  to  Mr.  Thomson’s  Evidence. 

I have  already  alluded  to  the  defective  state  of  our  calendars  and  indexes  at  an  early 
period.  In  reference  to  recent  times,  I should  say  that  what  has  been  done  or  is  now 
doing  will  go  far  to  answer  all  ordinary  purposes  of  legal  research.  For  example,  in  the 
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great  Register  of  Deeds,  already  spoken  of,  there  exist  general  calendars  from  the  earliest 
period  ; but  in  these  an  extensive  research  was  extremely  laborious,  and  a regular  series  of 
alphabetical  indexes  of  grantors  and  grantees  was  desirable.  With  the  aid  of  the  Record 
Commission  that  object  was  attained  about  20  years  ago,  in  reference  to  a preceding  period 
of  40  years ; and  by  means  of  a new  arrangement  in  the  office  of  the  Keepers  of  that 
Record,  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  the  regular  continuation  of  those  indexes  has 
been  secured.  Nearly  the  same  statement  may  be  made  as  to  the  great  Judicial  Records 
preserved  in  the  Register-house.  To  the  official  calendars  which  have  always  existed,  are 
now  added  a series  of  alphabetical  indexes,  by  which  every  ordinary  research  may  be 
speedily  and  securely  completed.  As  to  the  proper  Registers  of  Land  Rights,  a great  deal 
also  has  been  done,  or  is  now  in  progress,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  more  easily 
accessible.  Of  these  there  are  four  classes;  the  Registers  of  Seisins,  that  of  Adjudications, 
those  of  Inhibitions,  and  that  of  Entails.  To  the  Registers  of  Adjudications  and  of 
Inhibitions,  alphabetical  indexes  for  periods  of  40  years  preceding  1820  have  been  framed, 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  Record  Commission  were  printed  for  official  use  in  three  volumes, 
folio,  and  are  in  daily  use.  These  have  since  been  regularly  continued  in  manuscript,  and 
have  proved  of  great  utility.  An  elaborate  abridgment  of  the  Register  of  Entails  was 
framed  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Commission,  and  brought  down  from  its  com- 
mencement in  1685  to  the  year  1811,  which  was  the  latest  period  at  the  time  of  its  com- 
pilation; but  its  use  has  hitherto  been  superseded  by  an  alphabetical  index,  which,  though 
far  from  perfect  in  its  form,  has  been  found  practically  sufficient  in  reference  to  a Record 
which  is  not  in  itself  very  extensive.  But  the  Registers  of  Seisins  are  those  as  to  which 
the  greatest  defects  existed,  and  the  greatest  exertions  have  been  required.  Agreeably  to 
a plan  which  was  the  result  of  much  consideration,  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
preparing  a very  complete  set  of  abridgments  and  indexes;  but  these  have  not  yet  been 
brought  into  actual  use. 


Appendix  (R.) 


MR.  BREWER’S  PAPER  ON  ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  “MATERIALS 
FOR  HISTORY  OF  BRITAIN.” 

A STATEMENT  respecting  the  Disadvantages  resulting  from  following  Bouquet's  Plan, 
or  any  Plan  similar  to  Bouquet's,  in  the  Publication  or  the  early  Monkish  Chroniclers 
of  this  Nation. 

All  who  have  had  occasion  to  consult  our  early  Chronicles  must  be  fully  aware  how 
much  those  editions  we  at  present  possess  of  them  are  defective  in  judgment  and  critical 
sagacity.  Before  the  members  of  the  Record  Committee,  who  have  acknowledged  the  use- 
fulness and  necessity  of  printing  Rolls  and  Records,  and  of  making  the  stores  of  historical 
information  accessible  to  the  public,  it  were  needless  to  enlarge  upon  the  equal  necessity  of 
publishing  new  editions  of  the  Monkish  Chroniclers,  or  of  printing  such  (and  there  are 
many)  as  have  never  yet  been  given  to  the  public*.  Without  the  Chronicles,  Rolls  and 
Records  must  be  comparatively  useless  as  historical  data:  they  may  produce,  or  substan- 
tiate, or  verify  facts ; but  they  can  never  supply,  what  is  infinitely  of  more  importance — 
the  connexion  of  facts — the  articulation,  complexion  and  vitality  of  history.  Were,  indeed, 
the  Chroniclers  in  themselves  of  little  value,  or  the  information  which  they  furnished 
trivial  or  inaccurate,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  considering  their  publication  as  a sub- 
sidiary object  of  the  Commission.  But  since  they  furnish  almost  the  entire  materials  for 
the  early  ecclesiastical  and  civil  history  of  this  country,  and  much  for  the  mere  legal 
inquirer ; since  they  have  frequently  preserved  public  acts  and  documents  which  cannot 
be  found  elsewhere,  they  have  a particular  claim  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commission; 
to  say  nothing  of  the  fact,  that  in  point,  of  accuracy  and  minuteness  of  detail,  the  monastic 
annals  of  England  are  surpassed  by  no  other  country.  But  it  must  be  needless  to  enlarge 
upon  this  subject,  especially  as  the  principal  question  now  to  be  considered  is,  whether 
Bouquet’s  plan  be  the  most  desirable  to  be  adopted  for  printing  the  early  historians. 

To  form  a candid  judgment  of  that  plan,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state  the  advantages 
proposed  to  be  derived  from  it.  By  dividing  the  History  of  France  into  periods,  and  plac 
ing  together  in  one  volume  all  the  materials  relative  to  one  particular  period,  Bouquet 
furnished  the  historical  student  with  all  the  data  (as  he  conceived)  necessary  for  compos- 
ing a history  of  that  period.  He  abridged  the  labour  of  arrangement ; furnished  the  student 
with  the  readiest  means  of  comparing  a passage  of  one  author  with  passages  of  a similar 
import,  in  other  authors ; placed  his  materials  in  chronological  order ; omitted  such  passages 
as  appeared  to  be  useless,  or  occurred  totidem  verbis  in  another  part  of  the  volume ; in 
short,  placed  all  his  material  before  the  student  in  such  order,  shape  and  form  as  he  who 
was  intending  to  write  a history  of  any  such  period  might  be  supposed  would  have  done 
previous  to  actual  composition.  To  execute  this  plan  it  became  necessary  that  such 

Chronicles 


•*  We  owe  to  the  spirited  exertions  of  the  Maitland  and  Bannatyne  Clubs,  the  publication  of  two 
Chronicles  from  unique  MSS., — the  Scala-Chronica,  4to.  pp.  433,  and  the  Lanercost,  2 vols.  ato.  (not 
yet  completed);  most  carefully  and  accurately  edited  by  Joseph  Stevenson,  Esq.,  a Sub-Commissioner 
of  the  Record  Commission. 
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Chronicles  as  extended  beyond  any  one  of  these  periods,  should  be  divided  into  as  many 
fragments,  corresponding  to  each  period ; consequently,  part  of  a Chronicle  is  placed  in  one 
volume,  a second  part  in  a second,  a third  part  in  a third,  and  so  on. 

But  it  becomes  a most  important  question  whether  this  plan  of  Bouquet's  can  really  and 
completely  be  carried  into  effect ; for  otherwise  it  is  productive  of  great  injury  and  con- 
fusion: for  this  plan  professes  to  give,  in  a certain  compass,  all  the  historical  data  of  a 
certain  period,  and  that  in  a form  most  adapted  to  the  convenience  of  the  reader.  But  if 
the  materials  for  any  given  period  be  found  elsewhere,  if  they  cannot  be  brought  into  the 
compass  of  those  volumes  which  pretend  to  give  all  the  information  required,  this  plan  not 
only  loses  its  advantages,  but  is  likewise  productive  of  positive  evil.  It  leads  the  reader 
to  suppose  that  he  has  exhausted  all  the  stock  of  material  necessary  for  the  study  of  a cer- 
tain portion  whereas  more  information  may  be  found  elsewhere.  For  an  historical  writer 
does  not  always  confine  his  narrative  to  the  strict  order  of  time  : much  is  often  narrated  by 
anticipation  ; a general  view  and  important  facts  are  given  in  an  introduction  to  a history, 
far  removed  from  the  period  of  which  the  body  of  the  history  treats.  How  then  is  Bou- 
quet’s plan  to  be  followed  here?  Are  such  passages  to  be  violently  torn  from  their  con- 
text in  order  to  be  inserted,  as  isolated  fragments,  into  that  portion  of  the  Corpus 
Historicum  to  which  they  chronologically  belong?  Surely  not.  Their  very  context  is 
often  necessary  for  the  complete  understanding  of  them ; besides,  such  a proceeding  would 
so  garble  the  Chronicle  as  to  render  it  utterly  unintelligible.  If,  then,  such  passages  are 
not  to  be  taken  from  their  context,  but  published  with  the  rest  of  the  work  to  which  they 
belong  the  reader  of  any  single  volume  of  Bouquet  is  left  with  this  il!  impression,  that  there 
may  be,  and  probably  is,  other  matter  relative  to  the  period  upon  which  he  is  engaged, 
besides  that  contained  in  this  or  that  particular  volume,  but  which,  from  the  very  form  of 
the  publication,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find.  Further,  in  writers  of  miscellaneous  his- 
torical anecdote,  some  of  which  are  the  most  valuable  of  all  our  early  writers,  such  as 
Walter  Mapes,  Gyraldus  Cambrensis,  Gascoigne’s  Theological  Dictionary,  which,  though 
not  professedly  historical,  contain  most  curious  historical  information,  what  is  to  be  done  . 
Are  these  writers  to  be  cut  up  into  as  many  fragments  as  they  contain  historical  anecdota  . 
Such  a proceeding  would  be  perfectly  preposterous.  If  not,  then  the  advantages  of  Bou- 
quet’s plan,  the  chronological  arrangement,  the  compression,  the  ensynoptical  idea  of  his- 
torical material,  is  utterly  lost.  The  same  argument  applies  to  another  class  of  writers, 
those  who  have  written  or  collected  early  poems  and  epigrams  relative  to  different  distin- 
guished personages,  such  as  Serlo  and  the  Prior  of  VVinton.  If,  therefore,  it  be  impossible 
to  carry  Bouquet’s  plan  into  effect  without  almost  utterly  destroying  the  Chroniclers,  m 
short  re-writing  them ; and  if  the  failing  to  carry  that  plan  perfectly  into  effect  lose  the 
very  advantages  it  proposes,  it  ought  certainly  to  be  abandoned,  because  it  is  m itself 
radically  and  irremediably  deficient. 

For  Bouquet’s  plan  is  grounded  upon  an  imperfect  view  of  the  study  of  history  ; an  error 
not  unusual  in  his  time  ; since  it  is  but  lately  that  critical  sagacity  has  been  exercised  in  the 
study  of  early  historians,  that  men  have  first  learned  to  study  and  discover  the  sources  of 
historical  writers,  before  they  suffered  themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  the  truth  of  men-  his- 
tory. The  same  criticism  which  Heyne  applied  to  Diodorus  Siculus,  Heerm  to  Plutarch, 
Lachmann  to  Livy,  and  Niebuhr  to  the  Roman  Historians  in  general,  must  be  applied  to  our 
early  English  Historians,  before  we  can  study  their  annals  with  advantage.  But  to  return : 
Bouquet’s  error  consists  in  supposing  that  a person  engaged  in  writing  the  history  of  any 
particular  period,  needs  only  to  consult  such  parts  of  the  writings  of  the  early  historians  as 
professedly  relate  to  that  period.  But  a prior  and  more  important  task  requires  to  be  per- 
formed. He  who  has  to  draw  his  information  from  other  historical  writers,  must  first  gain 
certain  data  for  the  interpretation  of  those  writers.  He  must  first  learn  their  opportunities 
of  information,  how  and  how  far  they  made  use  of  such  opportunities,  their  prejudices,  their 
general  honesty,  capacity  and  character ; and  until  all  this  can  be  discovered,  he  cannot  with 
safety  or  with  certainty  make  use  of  any  statements  with  which  they  furnish  him.  A Chro- 
nicle may  be  for  the  greatest  part  perfectly  trustless,  and  yet  contain  passages  of  the  utmost 
importance ; or  the  reverse.  Another  may  be  composed  partly  from  written,  yet  now  lost 
sources,  partly  from  personal  information ; yet  either  one  or  the  other  may  deserve  no  cre- 
dit. A Chronicler  may  generally  be  very  honest,  and  yet  not  to  be  trusted  in  particular 
facts  ; and  the  like.  These  observations  more  especially  apply  to  our  English  Chronicles ; 
for  the  greater  part  of  them  were,  at  first,  nothing  else  than  skeleton  Chronicles  taken 
literally,  or  abbreviated  from  some  other  Chronicle  into  which  the  monks  incorporated  the 
local  information  of  their  own  particular  neighbourhood.  In  this  way  the  Chronicle  ot 
Marianus  Scotus  is  the  basis  of  the  Worcester  Chronicle  (called  Florence  of  Worcester), 
and  in  that  preserved  at  Worcester  information  touching  that  diocese  prevails;  whereas 
the  copy  of  the  same  chronicle  preserved  formerly  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  contains  informa- 
tion relative  to  that  place  not  found  in  the  former ; and  many  instances  of  this  kind  might 
be  produced.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  consulting  with  extreme  care  every  MS.  of  every 
Chronicle,  because  though  the  Chronicler  may  himself  be  worthless,  some  MSS.  of  his 
history  may  contain  important  local  information.  The  necessity,  therefore,  of  investigating 
the  sources  of  our  early  historians  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  But  how  far  is  such  a study 
promoted  by  Bouquet’s  plan?  How  is  an  investigation  of  this  kind,  demanding  the  great- 
est acuteness,  discrimination,  soundness  of  judgment  and  discretion,  to  be  carried  on 
where  authors  are  so  mutilated  as  they  appear  in  Bouquet ; one  part  appearing  m one 
volume,  another  part  in  a second,  another  in  a third,  and  so  on  ? The  Chronicle  of  at. 
Denys,  for  instance,  is  partly  to  be  found  in  the  3d  vol.  of  Bouquet,  in  the  5th,  6th,  7th, 
8th,  loth,  11th,  12th  vols.,  and  I know  not  whether  in  some  of  the  subsequent  volumes. 

Another 
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Another  abbreviated  Chronicle  of  no  great  duration,  “ Abbrev.  Gest.Fr.,”  is  found  in  parts  in 
the  6th,  7th,  10th,  11th,  12th  vols.,  and  other  instances  might  readily  be  multiplied.  So 
that  a person  who  wishes  to  consult  either  of  the  above  Chronicles,  will  have  to  purchase 
and  to  use  all  the  above  volumes.  The  very  trouble  of  turning  from  volume  to  volume, 
and  from  index  to  index,  is  in  such  inquiries  productive  of  evil  effect ; to  say  nothing  of 
this  arbitrary  division  of  an  author  into  segments,  which  nothing  but  strict  necessity 
can  justify.  Besides  the  difficulty  of  comparing  an  author  with  himself,  when  published 
according  to  Bouquet’s  plan  (and  in  such  a process  an  author  continually  requires  to  be 
interpreted  by  himself),  how  can  a just  and  correct  view  be  tolerably  formed  of  any  one 
writer  thus  mutilated  and  crowded  in  different  portions  among  a whole  mass  of  others 
of  “ different  climes,  complexions  and  degrees  ?”  Here  a Norman,  there  an  anti-Norman 
writer ; here  one  following  one  chronology,  and  next  another  following  another ; here  a 
favourer  of  the  Court,  there  of  the  Pope ; here  an  eye-witness,  there  a mere  compiler ; here 
one  living  in  the  time  of  Richard  I.,  and  next  one  of  a century  or  so  earlier.  Must  not 
the  very  juxtaposition  of  excerpta  be  productive  of  ill  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  histo- 
rical student,  and  lead  him  to  consider  them  prima  facie  of  equal  authority,  and  of  equal 
originality?  at  all  events  will  almost  entirely  destroy  the  power  of  discrimination  in 
those  cases  where  an  author  is  partly  trustworthy  and  in  part  not.  if  any  doubt  this 
statement,  let  them  subject  to  the  process  here  detailed  an  author  thus  mutilated  by  Bou- 
quet. Nor  ought  the  opinion  of  learned  men  upon  this  subject  to  have  been  disregarded, 
since  it  is  well  known  that  Bouquet’s  plan  was  never  cordially  approved  by  the  most  learned 
of  his  own  countrymen,  among  whom  we  might  mention  the  celebrated  Du  Cange,  whose 
judgment  upon  this  point  ought  to  have  outweighed  Bouquet’s,  as  much  as  he  was  superior 
to  Bouquet  in  learning  and  knowledge  of  the  ancient  authors.  Nor  has  this  plan  been  fol- 
lowed by  any  other  foreign  editor  of  ancient  Chronicles;  neither  by  Muratori,  nor  by 
Langebek,  nor  by  Perz,  men  who  are  highly  esteemed  for  their  excellence  in  this  species 
of  literature.  Nor  need  we  refer  to  theory  for  a confirmation  of  these  views.  The  celebrated 
Eichorn  published  a Corpus  Historicum  of  Greek  History  exactly  upon  the  same  plan; 
yet  who  engaged  in  studying  or  writing  Greek  History  would  ever  think  of  reading  it  from 
Eichorn  ? And  the  absurdity  in  this  instance  is  still  more  apparent ; because  the  entire 
authors  from  whom  Eichorn  extracted  his  excerpta  were  already  in  print,  whereas  in  the 
case  of  English  History  such  will  not  be  the  fact. 

But  might  not  an  approximation  to  Bouquet’s  plan  ensure  all  its  advantages,  and  avoid  all 
its  disadvantages?  Certainly  not;  for  if  the  periods  of  time  over  which  each  volume 
extends  be  shortened,  the  plan  becomes  impracticable,  as  has  been  already  stated  ; if  those 
periods  be  lengthened,  the  advantages  of  Bouquet’s  plan  are  sacrificed,  most  of  its  disadvan- 
tages retained,  and  others  incurred.  For  suppose,  in  the  case  from  our  own  history,  that  the 
first  volume  of  a new  edition  of  the  Chronicles  were  published,  extending  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  our  annals  to  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  (a  much  longer  period  than  any 
adoptedj  by  Bouquet),  and  suppose  the  rest  of  the  historical  material  for  this  period  occu- 
pied four  or  five  more  folio  volumes,  then  as  each  volume  would  contain  matter  immediately 
antecedent  to  the  Conquest,  if  a person  were  engaged  in  writing  a history  of  England  from 
the  Danish  Invasion  to  the  Conquest,  he  would  have  to  purchase  all  these  five  or  six  folio 
volumes,  and  to  wade  through  an  immensity  of  extraneous  matter  before  he  could  gather 
the  information  he  desired.  By  such  apian  the  material  would  he  rather  scattered  than  not 
over  a wider  field,  and  the  difficulties  of  research  be  much  greater,  than  if  each  author  were 
published  entire,  and  by  himself.  For  where  an  author  is  thus  published  in  a mutilated 
form,  part  being  given  in  one  volume  and  part  in  anothex-,  he  who  has  no  knowledge  of  such 
an  author,  can  have  no  means  of  becoming  generally  acquainted  with  his  contents ; and  he 
who  has,  can  by  no  means  so  easily  turn  to  such  parts  of  the  author  as  contain  the  information 
he  desires.  He  will  first  have  to  learn  in  what  particular  volumes  the  excerpta.  containing 
the  information  he  desires  are  to  be  found,  and  then  to  turn  to  them.  For  instance,  he 
who  has  Florence  of  Worcester  entire  before  him,  can  turn  to  any  part  of  the  volume  for 
the  information  he  requires,  but  his  investigation  must  be  considerably  retarded  if  Florence 
of  Worcester  be  contained  in  two  or  more  of  six  or  seven  folio  volumes.  And  what  must 
that  labour  be  when  (as'  in  Bouquet)  a folio  volume  contains  140  or  200  extracts  from  as 
many  different  authors  ? 

What  then  is  the  plan  which  seems  naturally  pointed  out  for  publishing  such  a collection  ? 
The  plan  of  M uratori,  Langebek,  and  Perz ; the  plan  which  a person  who  wishes  to  obtain 
a clear  and  accurate  view  either  of  English  history  generally,  or  of  any  isolated  period,  must 
pursue.  The  first  object  of  such  a person  would  be  to  learn  what  authoi's  had  written  upon 
the  subject  of  his  inquiry,  not  what  particular  passages  or  excerpta  merely  could  be  col- 
lected illustrative  of  that  period.  His  next  endeavour  would  be  to  gain  a general  informa- 
tion touching  those  writers,  their  time,  their  prejudices,  their  means  of  information,  character, 
and  the  like ; and  in  such  inquiries  each  one  must  to  a certain  degree  search  and  examine 
for  himself.  No  editor’s  preface,  upon  points  so  open  to  debate  as  these,  can  or  ought  to  be 
sufficient;  every  data,  every  possible  facility  for  such  investigations  must  and  ought  to  be 
afforded  to  the  reader.  Having  then  acquired  a general  knowledge  of  his  historian,  (the 
oldest  and  most  original),  he  will  then  proceed  to  that  particular  period  in  his  narrative 
which  he  is  anxious  to  investigate.  This  being  considered,  he  will  test  the  accuracy  of  the 
information  and  facts  thus  acquired,  or  endeavour  to  increase  them  by  consulting  passages 
of  similar  import  in  other  writers.  Should  any  discrepancy  or  variation  be  observable,  he 
will  have  to  subject  this  second  writer  to  the  same  process  and  the  same  scrutiny  as  the 
first ; and  then  a third  writer,  and  so  on.  commencing  with  the  earliest  of  all.  Suppose 
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that  such  a process  must  be  pursued  with  hall  a dozen  Chroniclers,  which,  according  to 
Bouquet’s  plan,  would  be  scattered  in  fragments  through  considerably  more  than  half  a 
dozen  volumes,  the  reader’s  trouble  becomes  more  than  ten-fold  increased,  his  inquiries 
obstructed,  if  not  wholly  frustrated.  , 

The  plan,  therefore,  which  I propose  should  be  adopted  is,,  to  publish  each  Chronicler 
complete  at  once,  in  the  same  way  as  a person  would  publish  an  Herodotus,  a ihucydides, 
or  a Plutarch  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  each  lived,  and  not  m the  order  ot  time  to  which 
the  Chronicle’  refers.  By  publishing  them  complete,  l do  not  mean  that  everything  which 
a Chronicler  wrote  or  compiled,  or  which  is  attributed  to  him,  should  be  published. 
For  instance  if  Hoveden  merely  transcribed  Benedictus  Abbas,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  repeat  in  Hoveden  what  in  fact  does  not  belong  to  him  ; but  whatever  variations  Hoveden 
had  introduced  into  his  transcript  would  appear  either  at  the  foot  of  the  text  of  Benedictus 
Abbas  or  introduced  into  his  text  with  an  obelus,  accordingly  as  they  might  appear  to  be  in- 
terpolations or  variations  of  the  original  MSS.  From  such  a collection  one  would  evidently 
omit  whatever  was  not  original,  wherever  that  original  existed  ; but  the  greater  object  would 
be  that  the  collective  and  genuine  writings  of  each  Chronicler  should  appear  at  once  and 
entire.  By  such  a plan  the  unity  of  each  author  would  be  preserved,  the  means  of 
consuming  him  facilitated,  the  purchase  of  each  author  more  feasible,  the  sources  of  his 
information  and  his  literary  history  more  easy  and  obvious,  and  the  studies  of  the  critical, 
and  biographical,  as  well  as  the  historical  student,  better  promoted ; the  uncertainty 
and  doubt  resting  upon  the  mind  of  a reader  who  peruses  a mutilated  and  dismembered 
author  removed,  a division  of  labour  more  easily  introduced,  and  a more  rapid  progress 
made  in  publication.  The  benefits  of  Bouquet’s  plan  might  be  insured  by  chronological 
abstracts  and  good  indices;  and  our  early  Chronicles  published  in  such  a form  as 
miaht  invite  instead  of  disgusting  the  student  who  peruses  with  delight  the  pages  of  Thucy- 
dides or  Tacitus. 
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LETTER  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  to  Charles  Purton 
Cooper,  Esq-  &c.  See.  London. 

In  the  prosecution  of  its  main  object,  “ the  editing  of  the  Ancient  Manuscripts  of  Iceland 
and  Scandinavia,  and  the  Illustration  of  the  Antiquities  of  the  North,”  the  Royal  Society  of 
Northern  Antiquaries  aims  at  diffusing  a broader  light  over  the  history,  language,  jurispru- 
dence and  antiquities,  not  only  of  these  Northern  regions,  but  also  of  other  countries,  that 
in  remote  times  have  had  connexion  with  the  North  of  Europe.  The  materials  afforded  by 
our  ancient  manuscripts  for  the  illustration  of  the  history  of  foreign  countries  are,  how- 
ever, scattered  in  many  different  works,  some  of  which  have  never  been  printed,  or  not 
correctly  edited,  while  others  have  only  been  published  in  the  original  language,  and  con- 
sequently are  of  difficult  access  to  foreigners.  A publication  of  them  from  the  best  manu- 
scripts, and  in  separate  works,  seems  therefore  to  be  very  desirable.  The  most  considerable 
of  all  such  literary  monuments  are  those  which  relate  to  the  early  History  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  it  is  precisely  these  which  it  has  long  been  our  wish  to  collect  and  to  edit; 
an  undertaking  to  which  we  have  been  exhorted  by  many  distinguished  British  and  Irish 
scholars.  In  the  mean  time,  before  proceeding  to  put  such  a plan  in  execution,  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  society  to  bring  to  completion  the  more  extensive  works  which  it  had  previously- 
commenced.  We  expect  in  the  course  of  a few  months  to  have  attained  this  object,  when  it 
will  be  in  our  power  to  commence  other  undertakings,  and  particularly  the  one  above  alluded 
to,  as  announced  in  the  accompanying  prospectus. 

In  order  that  the  work  may  attain  a more  extensive  circulation  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  with  the  history  of  which  countries  it  is  most  nearly  connected,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  transmitting  this  prospectus  to  the  British  and  Irish  members  of  the  society,  and  also  to 
a few  other  gentlemen,  whose  well  known  patriotic  sentiments  lead  us  to  hope  that  they  will 
take  an  interest  in  the  undertaking.  We  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  class  you  among  those 
whom  we  ought  not  to  omit  making  acquainted,  by  a direct  communication,  with  a work  of  this 
nature,  which  we  now  accordingly  do  ; adding  at  the  same  time  a prospectus  of  another  work 
expected  to  issue  from  the  press  in  the  course  of  the:  present  summer,  viz.  “ A Collection  of 
the  Accounts  of  the  Voyages  of  Discovery  undertaken  by  the  Ancient  Scandinavians  to 
America,”  a publication  which  we  hope  will  also  excite  interest  throughout  the  British 
Islands. 

William  Schlegel,  President. 

Finn  Magnuson,  Vice-President. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  Charles  C.  Rafn,  Secretary. 

Copenhagen, 

13  February  1836. 
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ANTIQUITATES  BRITANNIC  AS  ET  HIBERNICJE,  or  a Collection  of  Accounts  Appendix  (S.) 

elucidating  the  Earlier  History  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  extracted  from  

Ancient  Icelandic  and  Scandinavian  MSS.  and  other  Historical  Sources:  with  a Latin  T No  1. 
Translation,  Geographical  and  Archaeological  Notes,  Facsimiles  and  Maps.  Edited  by  betters,  &c.  ol  llle 
The  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries.  Royal  Society  of 

. J ^ Northern  Anti- 

THE  most  ancient  written  sources  of  British  and  Irish  History,  in  so  far  as  they  have  (Iuar’es- 
been  preserved  to  modem  times,  had  for  a long  period  and  to  a great  extent  either  lain  by 
unpublished,  or  were  only  made  known  by  means  of  faulty  and  incomplete  editions ; until 
in  our  days,  by  order  of  Parliament,  a critical  edition  of  them,  and  one  worthy  of  the  nation, 
has  been  intrusted  to  men  of  competent  learning  and  abilities.  In  aid  of  a common  object, 
we  take  this  opportunity  to  announce  the  publication  of  the  accounts  which  are  contained  in 
the  ancient  language  of  Scandinavia,  a language  which  formerly  over  the  whole  North,  even 
in  Norway  and  Iceland,  received  the  name  of  Danish,  but  which  now  is  generally  called  the 
Old-northern,  or  from  the  name  of  the  country  in  which  it  may  still  be  considered  vernacular, 
the  Icelandic.  Of  such  accounts  relating  to  the  history  of  Britain  and  Ireland  there  are 
many,  and  those  doubtless  not  unimportant,  preserved  in  the  Sagas,  which  have  been  chiefly 
written  in  Iceland.  The  word  Saga,  which  has  affinity  with  the  English  word  sailing, 
means  strictly  speaking  a narrative,  whether  true  or  fictitious,  just  as  Story  was  in  its  origin 
synonymous  with  History,  and  therefore  the  Sagas  are  of  very  different  kinds.  They  may 
however,  be  classed  as  follows  : — a.  Mythic,  or  the  legends  of  the  olden  time  respecting 
heathen  Deities  and  Heroes,  8tc.  written  in  the  middle  ages.  b.  Genuine  Historical,  written 
during  the  same  period,  c.  Purely  Fictitious,  which  last  are  chiefly  of  more  modern  date. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  three  preceding  centuries  modern  authors  were  wont  to 
look  on  all  the  Sagas  as  historical,  and  as  entitled  to  almost  implicit  belief;  other  authors 
again,  our  immediate  predecessors  or  contemporaries,  perceived  the  absurdity  of  such  a sup- 
position, and,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  rushed  into  the  opposite  extreme,  and  looked  on  the 
whole  mass  of  Sagas  as  fictitious  and  unworthy  of  reliance.  The  truth  here,  as  well  as  on 
most  other  occasions,  will  be  found  in  the  middle  way.  It  is,  besides,  a circumstance  of 
some  importance,  that  up  to  the  year  1773,  there  was  scarcely  a single  Saga  that  in  any 
respect  had  been  correctly  edited.  At  that  period  a new  and  brighter  era  may  be  said  to 
have  commenced  in  the  mode  of  publishing  these  literary  monuments.  Still,  however,  very 
few  of  those  that  have  since  seen  the  light  have  been  edited  with  the  requisite  critical  accu- 
racy arid  attention,  and  this  remark  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  such  as  relate  to  the  ancient 
English,  Scottish,  or  Irish  history. 

Ihe  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen,  founded  for  promoting  the 
publication  of  ancient  Northern,  and  more  especially  Icelandic,  literary  monuments,  and  for 
the  elucidation  of  Northern  antiquities,  is,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  present  is  the  right 
epoch  for  collecting,  transcribing,  elucidating  and  publishing  the  ancient  Icelandic  and  other 
Old-northern  writings  and  accounts  of  this  sort  which  are  still  extant,  but  which  must  be 
searched  for  in  almost  innumerable  manuscripts  and  printed  books,  an  undertaking  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  a single  individual  to  accomplish.  Many  of  these  accounts  are 
contained  partly  ii e 1 ' 1 • 


To  supply  this  deficiency,  which  must  be  felt  by  every  lover  of  the  ancient  history  of  the 
British  kingdoms,  the  society  has  embraced  the  resolution  of  publishing  a collection  of  those 
ancient  accounts,  which,  it  is  evident,  can  be  collected,  arranged  and  published  with  copious- 
ness and  exactness  in  this  place  only,  where  all  the  most  important  manuscripts  are  to  be 
round.  The  work  will  be  entitled,  “ Antiquitates  Britannic®  et  Hibernicae,  sive  Scriptores 
Septemtrionales  Reruin  Britannicarum  Medii  A2vi.”  We  cannot  as  yet  give  a detailed 
specification  of  all  that  it  will  contain,  but  we  may  state  the  following  as  part  of  its 
contents : r 


A.  Of  separate  Sagas,  we  may  mention 

a.  Jatvardar  Saga  ens  helga,  or  a History  of  the  canonized  King  Edward,  surnamed  the 
Confessor. 

b.  The  Sagas  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  Dunstan,  Thomas  and  Anselm. 

None  of  these  have  hitherto  been  published : they  will  therefore  be  now  for  the  first 
time  brought  to  light,  and  be  printed  partly  from  ancient  parchments. 

e.  Orhneyinga  Saga,  or  the  History  of  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Isles,  and  partly  of 
Scotland,  from  a.  d.  865  to  1231. 

Of  this  remarkable  work  there  is  only  one  edition,  (Copenhagen,  1780)  chiefly  printed 
Rom  a modern  paper  manuscript,  and  by  no  means  from  the  celebrated  “ Codex  Flatey- 
ensis  (written  on  parchment  in  the  14th  century),  which  has  not  at  all  been  used  or  consulted 
ln  lts  publication,  but  will  now  form  the  basis  of  our  new  edition,  which  will  also  be 
augmented  by  many  additions,  and  various  readings  from  other  codices,  which  have  been 
neglected  in  the  older  edition ; an  edition  that  moreover  does  not  correspond  with  its  own 
text,  and  this  partly  from  want  of  suitable  types,  and  partly  from  errors  of  the  transcriber 
one^”Utei  " k°Pe  ^iere^ore  that  our  edition  will  be  the  first  authentic  and  complete 

d.  Saga  Magnus  Eyiajarls  bins  helga,  containing  a minute  account  of  the  life  of  the  Jarl 
iagnus  Erlendson,  who  died  in  1110,  and  was  afterwards  canonized  and  generally  wor- 
shipped in  Northern  Britain  and  Scandinavia. 
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TOs  Saga  also  has  onlyheenone^^^ 
be  published  for  the  first  tune : ta  th  W J “ d various  readings  which  other  remarkable 

same  time  be  furnished  with  ttie  c.^  o-ive  a very  luminous  description  of  the 

transcripts  afford.  These  two  last-ment oned ^Sagas  gnja  ▼ ^ ^ beginnin/of  the  13th 
state  of  political  society  and  manne  * d ;tedJ  articularly  in  as  far  as  regards  the 
centuries  of  the  Scottish  isles,  ana  ,,  0f  Scandinavian  origin,  from  whom 

districts  which  had  been  inhabited  Shetland  and  Caithness,  &c.,  chiefly  descend; 

the  present  inhabitants  of  the  Orkt  y , a l h above-mentioned  general  history  of  the 
The  life  of  Magnus  was  Tprffom  mneh  more  ancient  writings,  about  1240. 

oiaer  *ian  that  °f  anynatiye  &oott,sih,s‘ 

‘Tin  Account  of  Beige  and  Vlf,  inhabitants  of  the  Orkneys,  from  an  ancient  manuscript, 

t.  Snorrc  Sturlesm’s  ceblrated  Hanahnngla.  . , , of  which  that  published  at 

Of  tins  work  we  have  four  editions  m the  > but  it  by  no 

Copenhagen  (1777  a 1783  m 3 vols.  foho)  is  the  me very  gratuitously  put 

togeiher  afroraS dl^rent^codices^occamonallj  ^^  ^^a^ag^ave3 taken6 are  frequently 

— be  " deto- 

mined.  „ . . . ..  wl.icb  We  shall  insert  in  the  publication  now 

The  portions  of -this  important  wor  oldest  and  best  skin  manuscripts  that 

announced  shall  be  accurately  transcribe  additions  from  other  good  transcripts, 

are  extant,  and  shall  be  furmsW  called  also  Liber  6rigi- 

g.  Ike  Landmma,  as  it  is  called,  or^mdnmmoonoj  in  Ic(!ltmd. 

num  Islcindiai.  It  contains  the  is  JJ  . « g ,-tajn  or  Ireland  who  during  the  eighth. 

Those  portions  of  it  which  relate ® shall  here  be  inserted 

ninth,  or  tenth  centuries  had  established  ^ editions . but  in  n0ne  of  them 

Of  this  important  work  we  have,  it  is  t , tbe  wovk  consists  of  three  different 

has  due  attention  been  P^TwXrent  Short  the  eldest  of  which  ought  to  form  the 

°»iZte  In^ the^present  ‘publication  St 

accounts  may  be  critically  determined.  f Norway  and  Denmark, 

h.  men,  who  during  the 

also  of  Icelandic  Warriors,  Scalds,  &m,  “f  Scotlandor  Ireland*. 

middle  ages  have  had  anyconnexionw  J,merate  the  extracts  which  we  communicate 
Of  these  writings,  which  we,caT.ascribed  from  the  best  codices  now  extant,  and  shall 
shall,  like  tire  before  mentioned,  be  transcribe  ^ md  c jete  a manner  as  possible, 

also  be  collated  with  the  best  transc  P longer  postponed,  inasmuch  as  the 

Such  a work  as  the  present  cams. >t  well  b^m^long^  ^ daii  „ miBg 

manuscripts,  besides  being  liable  p . tllat  they  incur  the  risk  of  soon 

more  and  more  faint,  or  m»TTf3  nTos!  of  a correct  publication. 
bTExtacTftom“heT«  HLoriaJani  Chroniclers  of  Denmark  and  Sweden;  also 
chronological  annotations.  ■ 1fn„  issued  in  the  Orkney  or  Shetland  Isles,  or  in 

« having  reference  to  Britain  or  Ireland  ; of  winch  a 

BlT whole  will  be 
elu^idatedCbmh‘lby‘pMlol^carand  Mstorical  a^fdhu  isles‘°ap]mi^ning  to  them, 

8kin  ot  aie  most 

importaixt  historical  documents.  ni,ari.. 

Tlhe  work  will  consist  of  three  or  four  volumes  royal  fliarto.^ 

„ ,,  , • Finn  Maanuson,  Vice-President. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquanes,  Charles  C.  Rafn,  Secretaiy. 

Copenhagen,  19  November  1835. ^ 

* Agreeably  to  tl.e  wish  expressed  by  several  British romances  con- 

la'fcimem  J„f  laeghage,  dec.,,  are  wet, 

deserving  of  interest. 
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Antiquitates  Britannic.®  et  Hibernic®.  Appendix  ($.) 

Mode  of  Publication  and  Conditions  of  Subscription.  No.  1. 

The  work  will  consist  of  three  or  four  volumes  in  royal  quarto.  Letters,  6cc.  of  the 

To  give  the  edition  a higher  value  to  subscribers,  it  has  been  determined  on  that  the  5.°^  Society  of 
impression  shall  be  restricted  to  360  copies.  Northern  Anti- 

In  order  that  each  subscriber  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  convince  himself  that  this  deter-  fluaries> 
mination  is  adhered  to,  a list  of  subscribers  shall  be  inserted  in  the  work,  numbered  ' 

according  to  the  order  in  which  the  subscriptions  are  announced  ; and  at  a convenient  part 
of  the  work,  each  of  the  360  copies  shall  be  furnished  with  its  No.,  corresponding  to  the 
number  in  the  subscription-list,  and  certified  by  the  signature  of  the  secretary. 

As  soon  as  300  subscribers  have  announced  themselves,  the  subscription-list,  agreeably 
to  what  is  above  said,  shall  be  closed. 

One  half  of  the  subscription  price,  or  6 l.,  is  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  the  remaining  half 
on  receiving  the  work.  The  other  extensive  literary  undertakings  which  the  society  has 
commenced,  the  prosecution  of  which  employs  the  greater  part  of  its  income,  renders  this 
stipulation  a matter  of  necessity,  to  prevent  the  publication  of  the  work  from  being  pro- 
tracted through  a long  course  of  years. 

Should  any  subscriber  wish  a copy  on  imperial  vellum  paper,  on  condition  of  paying  a 
proportionally  higher  price  in  advance,  he  is  requested  to  notify  his  wish  to  that  effect. 

Several  subscribers  have  already  announced  themselves,  not  only  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  but  also  on  the  Continent.  We  may  here  mention 

His  Majesty  Frederick  IV.,  King  of  Denmark,  eight  copies, 

Her  Majesty  Maria,  Queen  of  Denmark,  four  copies  ; 
a few  have  also  announced  themselves  from  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  the 
West  Indies,  being  those  who  have  in  general  subscribed  to  all  the  works  edited  by  the 
society,  so  that  we  have  a tolerably  certain  hope  of  being  enabled  to  accomplish  the  publi- 
cation of  this  work. 

As  soon  as  the  subscriptions  amount  to  360,  notice  of  the  same  shall  be  given  in  the 
London  Literary  Gazette,  to  prevent  any,  after  that  time,  from  making  fruitless  application. 

The  final  preparation  of  the  work  for  the  press  shall  then  without  delay  commence,  and 
thereafter  be  prosecuted  without  intermission ; the  printing  also  shall  be  expedited  with  as 
much  haste  as  is  compatible  with  a careful  correction  of  the  proof  sheets. 

Each  subscriber  is  requested  to  mention  the  name  of  a person  in  one  of  the  larger  sea 
ports  to  whom  his  copy  may  in  due  time  be  addressed,  unless  he  should  prefer  its  being  sent 
direct  to  himself. 

Each  subscriber  is  moreover  requested  to  give  reference  to  his  banker  in  one  of  the 
larger  trading  towns  (in  Europe,  it  is  immaterial  in  which ; in  America,  we  would  prefer 
Boston  or  New  York ; in  the  West  Indies,  St.  Thomas)  on  whom,  as  soon  as  the  subscrip- 
tion-list shall  have  been  closed,  a bill  at  three  months’  sight  will  be  drawn  for  the  prenu- 
meration price  (i.  e.  half  price).  In  cases  where  no  banker’s  name  is  given,  the  bill  will 
be  drawn  direct  on  the  subscriber  himself.  Along  with  this  bill  there  shall  be  sent  to  each 
subscriber  an  intimation,  signed  by  the  secretary,  specifying  the  No.  of  the  copy  of  the  im- 
pression so  restricted  which  he  is  to  receive. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  give  an  accurate  statement  of  their  address,  and  to  write 
their  names  at  full  length,  and  legibly,  to  prevent  errors  from  taking  place  in  the  printed 
subscription-list. 

Notices  of  subscription  to  be  transmitted  direct  to  the  undersigned,  Copenhagen,  40,  Crown 
Prince-street. 

Charles  C.  Rafn,  Secretary. 

Copenhagen,  19  November  1835. 


ANTIQUITATES  AMERICAN.®,  or  a Collection  of  the  Accounts  extant  in  Ancient 
Icelandic  and  other  Scandinavian  Manuscripts,  relative  to  Voyages  of  Discovery  to 
North  America  made  by  the  Scandinavians,  in  the  10th  ancl  following  Centuries: 
with  Latin  and  Danish  versions,  Geographical  and  Archceological  Notes,  Facsimiles, 
Maps  and  Plates.  Edited  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries. 

The  intelligence  which  our  ancient  literary  monuments  embody  respecting  the  discovery 
of  America  by  the  Scandinavians,  and  their  voyages  thither  at  a period  long  antecedent  to 
the  era  of  Columbus,  has  not  hitherto  received  that  serious  consideration  which  it  merits, 
it  occurring  but  to  few  to  look  to  the  North  of  Europe  for  information  on  that  head.  It 
is,  however,  unquestionable  that  these  remains  comprise  testimony,  the  most  authentic  and 
irrefragable,  to  the  fact,  that  North  America  was  actually  discovered  by  the  Northmen 
towards  the  close  of  the  10th  century,  visited  by  them  repeatedly  during  the  11th  and 
12th  (some  of  them  even  settling  there  as  colonists),  rediscovered  towards  the  close  of  the- 
13th,  and  again  repeatedly  resorted  to  in  the  course  of  the  14th;  and  that  the  Christian 
religion  was  established  there,  not  only  among  the  Scandinavian  emigrants,  but,  in  all  pro- 
bability, likewise  among,  other  tribes  previously,  or,  at  all  events,  then  seated  in  those- 
regions. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations,  and  by  the  circumstance  that  the  greater  majority  of 
the  ancient  writings  adverted  to,  important  as  they  thus  are  to  the  history  of  the  world,  of 
geography,  of  commerce  and  of  navigation,  have  never  yet  been  printed,  even  in  the  origi- 
nal, the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  has  determined  on  publishing  a complete 
°-33.  6 a " edition 
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(S.)  edition  of  them,  the  rather,  as  the  very  style  in  .which  the  intelligence  they  embody  is  con- 

^ ' veved  serves  materially  to  corroborate  their  authenticity  , , e , . 

veyea  sen  es  liiciue  y • h Jes  some  entire  Sagas,  and  extracts  of  others,  selec- 

■ Ti?  ™rk’  ^ 1 .SS^tSd  anS,  will  be  published  in  tire  original  Icelandic, 

Letters  &c.  of  the  tions  from  ancient  geogr  j Danish  versions  and  will  be  furnished  with  a critical  appa- 
Royal  bociety  of  with  accompanying  Latin  and  Damsh  ve  , one  chronological  and  several 

Northern  Ann-  ratus  of  variorum  “ (desoent  0?  celebrated  characters  in  Ice- 

SSohiS  mrd  archaeological  disquisitions  (likewise  m Latin)  respecting  the  first  landing 
SeTmd  eSiest  settlemlnts  of  the  Northmen  in  America,  and  the  vestiges  some  hypo- 
thetical some  authentic)  of  their  migration  to,  and  sojourn  in  that  country , disquisitions. 
Swarfs  wh”h  material  assistance  has  been  furnished  by  several  men  of  science  and  erudition 

“ iSite  compflation  we  have  availed  ourselves  of  an  abundant  store  of  the  most  valuable 
materials  preserved  in  the  public  libraries  and  MSS.  collections  of  Copenhagen,  among 
which  noth  few  parchment  codices,  never  before  employed,  or  even  known  to  uxist. 

The  work  will  he  embellished  with  several  maps,  as  also  with  facsimiles  of  the  pimcipal 
codices  employed,  and  copper-plate  engravings  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  .remains. 

What  sehes  in  no  small  degree  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  ancient  writings  is  the  great 
auuarent  probability,  amounting  indeed  almost  to  certainty,  that  it  was  a knowledge  of 
tSse  fact?  that  prompted  the  memorable  expedition  of  Columbus  himself,  which  terminated 
rf  hTs  discovery  oh  the  New  World ; for  it  is  a well-authenticated  fact  that  the  great  navigator 
visited  Iceland  in  the  year  1477,  on  which  occasion  he  could  scarcely  fail  to  obtain  some 
SfmmatiS.  from  its  inhabitants,  particularly  its  clerical  functionaries,  with  whom,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  times,  he  probably  conversed  m Latin  respecting  the  voyages  of 
their  ancestors  to  those  regions.  Schlegel,  President 

The  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries, 

Copenhagen,  19  November  1835.  Charles  C.  Hap,  becretaiy. 


Antiquitates  Americans. 

Mode  of  Publication  and  Conditions  of  Subscription. 

The  work,  which  has  been  in  progress  for  several  years  past,  and  will  leave  the  press 
before  the  close  of  the  ensuing  summer  1836,  will  consist  of  one  volume,  royal  4to 

A summary  of  tile  work,  in  English  or  French,  will  be  delivered  gratis  to  the  subsenbers, 
its  size  to  be  regulated  by  the  number  of  subscribers. 

ilj^™p£rhavfbee?struioff  on  thick  imperial  vellum,  at  a proportionally  higher 

^Subscribers  are  requested  to  transmit  their  full  names  and  address,  written  m a legible 
hand,  to  the  undersigned,  Copenhagen,  40,  Crown  Prince-street. 

The  copies  subscribed  for  shall  be  forwarded  to  their  respective  destinations  through  the 
medium  of  an  agent  in  London,  Edinburgh  or  Dublin.  ^ ^ ^ Secretary. 

Copenhagen,  Denmark,  19  Nov.  1835. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  French 
Record  Commis- 
sion. 


— No.  2.  — 

COLLECTION  de  Documents  Ineuits  sur  l’Histoire  de  France,  publies  par  Ordre  du 
Roi  et  par  les  Soins  du  Ministre  de  ^Instruction  Pubhque. 

Rapports  au  Roi  et  Pieces. 

le  Budget  du  Ministere  de  Instruction  Publique 
pour  l’Exercice  1835. 


I. — Extrait  du  Rapport  au  Roi  sur  le 
pour  1’. 

Depuis  quince  ans  environ  l'6tude  des  sources  historiques  a repris  me  activite  nouvelle. 
Des  hommes  d’un  esprit  clairvoyant,  d’une  science  rare,  d’une  Constance  laboriense  oat 
pdn&re,  les  uns  dans  le  vaste  ddpdt  des  archives  dn  royaume,  les  autres  dans  les  collections 
ae  manuscrits  de  la  bibliothisque  royale  ; qnelques-uns  ont  ponssd  ears  reeherches  jusque 
dans  les  bibliothiques  at  archives  des  ddpartements.  Partont  ll  a ete  prouve  des , les 
premiers  essais.  en  foaillant  on  hasard,  que  de  grandes  richesses  eta.ent  restees  entomes. 
Les  efforts  ont'redouble,  etl’on  n’a  pas  tarde  it  obtemr  des  deconvertes  anssi  important 
au’inattendues,  de  vdritables  reflations  qni  eclairent  d’nn  jour  nouveau  tels  on  tels  evene- 

ments,  tels  on  tels  siiicles  de  notre  histone ; it  ce  point  quhl  est  ?eut-etre  permis  d avancer 
que  les  manuscrits  et  monuments  originaux,  qui  out  etc  jusqu  a present  mis  au  jorn, 
surpassent  guere  en  nombre  ni  en  importance  ceux  qui  sont  restes  inedits. 

Depuis  que  ce  fait  est  constate,  il  ne  se  passe  pas  un  jour  sans  que  les  hommes  jaloux  de 
progres  de  la  science  et  de  la  gloire  litteraire  de  la  France  n’expriment  le  regret  de  vou 
Sexploitation  d’une  mine  si  riche  abandonee  tides  individus  isoles,  dont  les  plus  granas 
efforts  ne  peuvent  produire  que  des  resultats  partiels  et  homes.  A la  vente,  painn  ces 
explorateurs  volontaires,  il  taut  distinguer  l’academie  des  inscriptions,  qui  trava»2  J 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORD  COMMISSION.  923 

recueillir  diverges  series  de  monuments  relatifs  a notre  histoire  nationale.  Mais  Votre  Append.*  (S.) 
Majeste  a pu  se  convaincre,  il  y a quelques  instants,  de  l’extrcme  exiguite  des  ressources  No>  „ 
dont  l’academie  dispose  pour  la  publication  de  ces  receuils,  et  de  la  lenteur  qui  en  resulte  jlep0rtS  of  French 
inevitablement.  Aussi,  quelle  que  soit  ^excellence  de  ses  travaux,  ils  sont  insuffisants  pour  Recovcj  Commis- 
calmer  les  regrets  et  satisfaire  les  desirs  de  ceux  qui  voudraient  entrer  en  possession  de  tant  sjoni 
de  tresors,  encore  inutiles  ou  ignores.  - 

Le  besoin  de  voir  mettre  un  terrne  a ces  efforts  isoles  commence  a etre  si  vivement  senti, 
que  quelques  personnes  se  sont  recemment  formees  en  society  pour  tenter  de  concentrer  et 
de  coordonner  les  rechercbes  de  tous  les  hommes  qui  se  vouent  a ce  genre  de  travaux  *. 

J’espere  que  cette  societe  n’aura  pas  fait  un  vain  appel  aux  amis  de  la  science ; je  m’assoeie 
a ses  efforts;  mais  je  ne  puis  me  dissimuler  que,  lors  meme  qu’elle  parviendrait  a disposer 
de  ressources  plus  considerables  qu’il  n’est  permis  de  le  supposer,  son  action  ne  serait  encore 
que  partielle,  et  ses  publications  n’embrasseraient  que  quelques  series  de  monuments. 

Au  gouvernement  seul  il  appartient,  selon  moi,  de  pouvoir  accomplir  le  grand  travail 
d’une  publication  generale  de  tous  les  materiaux  importants  et  encore  inedits  sur  l’histoire 
de  notre  patrie.  Le  gouvernement  seul  possede  les  ressources  de  tout  genre  qu’exige  cette 
vaste  entreprise.  Je  ne  parle  meme  pas  des  moyens  de  subvenir  aux  depenses  qu’elle  doit 
entrainer ; mais,  comme  gardien  et  aepositaire  ae  ces  legs  precieux  des  siecles  passes,  le 
gouvernement  peut  enrichir  une  telle  publication  d’une  foule  d’eclaircissements  que  de 
simples  particulars  tenteraient  en  vain  d’obtenir.  C’est  la  une  oeuvre  toute  liberate,  et  digne 
de  la  bienveillance  de  Votre  Majeste  pour  la  propagation  de  l’instruction  publique  et  la 
diffusion  des  lumieres. 

! Mais  cbaque  jour  de  retard  rend  la  tache  plus  difficile;  non-seulement  les  traditions 
s’effacent  et  nous  enlhvent  en  s’effagant  bien  des  moyens  de  completer  et  d'internreter  les 
temoignages  ecrits ; mais  les  monuments  eux-memes  s’alterent  materiellement.  Il  est  une 
foule  de  depots,  surtout  dans  les  departements,  oh  les  pieces  les  plus  anciennes  s’egarent 
ou  deviennent  indechifirables,  finite  des  soins  necessaires  a leur  entretien.  Jecroisdonc 
qu’il  est  urgent  que  Fentreprise  soit  mise  a execution,  et  qu’elle  recoive  immediatement  une 
assez  grande  extension. 

Une  des  premieres  operations  serait  de  dresser  un  inventaire  des  richesses  paleographiques 
de  tous  les  departements.  Les  rechercbes  seraient  faites  dans  deux  sortes  d’etablissements ; 
d’abord  dans  les  bibliotheques  communales,  en  second  lieu  dans  les  depots  d’arehives,  soit 
communales,  soit  departementales.  Je  sais  deja  qu’il  est  plusieurs  bibliotheques  qui  pour- 
raient  etre  exploitees  avec  grand  profit,  et  presque  toutes  offriraient  quelque  chose  a recueillir. 

Ce  sont  surtout  des  eclaircissements  sur  l’histoire  des  localites,  des  particularites  toutes 
provinciales,  que  fourniraient  ces  bibliotheques.  Mais  sous  ce  rapport  on  trouverait  plus 
de  richesses  encore  dans  les  archives  que  dans  les  bibliotheques.  Malgre  les  ravages  qui 
depuis  quarante  ans  ont  produit,  dans  la  plupart  de  ces  depots,  d’irreparables  lacunes,  on 
peut  encore  y faire  une  abondante  moisson.  Il  en  est  meme  qui,  par  un  heureux  hasard, 
ont  ete  preserves  du  pillage ; et  quand  le  sort  a voulu  que  ce  fut  dans  une  de  ces  viiles, 
anciennes  capitales  d’importantes  provinces,  telles  que  Dijon  ou  Lille  par  exemple,  on  sent 
combien  de  laits  precieux  doivent  y rester  enfouis.  Il  est  telle  de  ces  viiles  qui  peut  nous 
offrir  une  correspondance  non  interrompue  avec  tous  nos  souverains  pendant  cinq  ou  six 
siecles,  telle  autre  qui  possede  plus  de  deux  ou  trois  mille  chartes,  plus  de  dix  mille  pieces 
de  tout  genre  non-seulement  incites,  mais  ineonnues  des  paleographes,  et  dont  aucune 
analyse,  aucun  catalogue  n’a  encore  revele  l’importance.  En  un  mot,  les  bibliotheques  et 
les  archives  departementales  deviendraient  probablement  une  des  sources  ou  seraient  puises 
les  plus  nombreux  materiaux  de  cette  grande  publication. 

Le  departement  des  manuscrits  de  la  bibliotheque  royale  serait  egalement  fouille,  et 
fournirait  une  masse  de  documents  originaux,  dont  il  serait  difficile  de  calculer  l’importance. 

Les  collections  dites  de  Colbert,  de  Brienne,  de  Dupuy,  de  Gaignieres,  et  tant  d’autres 
qu’il  serait  trop  long  d’enumerer  n’ont  encore  ete  pour  ainsi  dire  qu’entr’ouvertes.  La  sont 
ensevelis  des  correspondances,  des  memoires,  des  ecrits  de  toute  espece,  reflets  vivants  de 
tous  les  siecles,  repertoires  des  jugements  que  chaque  epoque  a portes  sur  elle-meme. 

Aucun  autre  depot  n’est  plus  riche  que  la  bibliotheque  royale  en  materiaux  pour  cette  sorte 
d’histoire  qu’on  peut  appeler  contemporaine,  histoire  qui  ne  consiste  pas  moins  dans  la 
revelation  des  idees  que  dans  celle  des  faits. 

Les  archives  du  royaume  au  contraire  jetteraient  de  vives  lumieres  sur  telles  ou  telles  cir- 
constances  d’evenements  defigures  par  la  tradition.  On  y puiserait  des  rectifications  impor- 
tantes,  des  renseignements  cui-ieux  sur  tous  les  faits  sociaux  qui  laissent  de  leur  passage  une 
trace  officielle  et  authentique.  Il  est  aussi,  dans  le  depfit  des  archives,  des  tresors  qu’on  ne 
serait  pas  tente  d’y  chercher,  tels  que  des  correspondances  diplomatiques,  des  traites  de 
politique,  des  fragments  d’histoire.  Ainsi,  en  resume,  bibliotheques  et  archives  des  de- 
partements, bibliotheque  royale  et  bibliotheques  secondaires  de  Paris,  archives  du  royaume, 
tels  seraient  les  principaux  etablissements  dont  il  s’agirait  de  produire  les  richesses  au  grand 

j°ur- 

Mais  il  est  une  autre  source  historique  plus  abondante  encore  peut-etre,  et  jusqu’ici  plus  ■ 
inconnue. 

Les  depfits  dont  je  viens  de  parler  sont  publics;  le  gouvernement  ne  ferait  qu’en  extraire 
et  rendre  plus  abordable  a tous  les  lecterns  ce  qu’avec  de  grand  efforts  sans  aoute  les  par- 

ticuliers 


* I.a  socicte  de  l’histoire  de  France,  londee  en  Juin  1833,  compte  dejii  plus  de  deux  cents  membres, 
et  a d6ja  fait,  independanmient  de  son  Bulletin,  qui  paraii  tous  les  mois,  plusieurs  publications  import- 
antes. 
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ticuliers  peuvent  accomplir  par  eux-mtaes.  Le  bienfait  serait  immense ; mais  le  gouveme- 
ment  doit  faire  davantage.  II  possMe  d'autres  archives  dont  lm  seal  dispose  et  dent  .1 
pent,  sans  aucnn  inconvenient,  communique!-,  en  pattie  du  moms,  les  mappr&iables  trfeqrs : 
je  yeux  parler  des  archives  des  dffirents  mimstin-es,  et  notamment  dn  mimstbie  des  affaires 

^JufquhcL  tantot  la  nature  du  gouvemement,  tantdt  de  justes  convenances  ont  rendu  ces 
gmnd?ddp6ts  a peu  pres  inaccessibiles ; mais  la  separation  est  si  profonde  entre  notre  temps 
et  les  temps  pass6s,la  politique  de  notre  epoque  est  si  peu  solidaire  de  celle  des  species 
anterieurs,  que  le  gouvemement  peut,  sans  cramte  et  sans  scrupule,  associer  le  public  a une 

Pa£s4S^  4“  dernier  s&le,  nonseulement  Knt«t  de  l’fitat, 

mais  l’interet  des  families  ne  pourra  souffnr  la  momdre  attemte. 

Evidemment  les  faits,  les  documents  anterieurs  au  r&gne  de  Louis  XV.  n appaitiennent 
plus  ft  la  politique,  mais  si  l’histoire,  et  rien  n’empfiche  plus  de  publier  ceux  qui  mentent  la 

PUEn1exploitant  ainsi  avec  sagesse  les  archives  des  divers  niimsteres,  et  surtout  celles  des 
affaires  etrangeres,  qui  sont  dans  un  ordre  parfait,  la  publication  que  1 ai  1 honneur  de  pro- 
noser a Votre  Maieste  sera  un  monument  tout  a fait  digne  d elle  et  de  la  Fiance. 

1 L’histoire  des  villes,  des  provinces,  des  faits  et  des  usages  locaux,  sera  eclaircie  par  les 
bibliotheques  et  les  archives  d6partementales ; l’histoire  generale  des  idees,  des  usages,  des 
mceurs  et  des  rites,  par  les  manuscrits  des  grandes  bib hoth&ques  de  Pans,  par  les  archives 
du  rovaume;  enfrn  l’histoire  particuliere  des  traites  et  des  ambassades  par  les  archives  des 
affaires  etrangeres ; celle  de  la  legislation  et  des  grands  proces,  par  les  archives  du  parle- 
ment;  celle  des  sieges,  des  batailles,  de  la  marine  et  des  colonies,  par  les  archives  de  la 
o-ii er re  et  de  la  marine.  , . , 

Je  ne  puis  dans  cet  expose  offrir  Votre  Majestd  qu’un  sommaire,  une  ebauche  incom- 
plete de  l’entreprise  que  je  soumets  a son  approbation.  Je  souhaite  que  les  lesultats  que 
!e  ne  puis  quefaire  entrevoir,  mais  qu’on  serait  assure  d attemdre,  justifient  aux  yeux  de 
Votre  Maieste  et  a ceux  des  chambres  ma  demande  d une  allocation  extraoidmane.  Si  ce 
credit  est  accorde,  j’aurai  l’honneur  de  presenter  a Votre  Majeste  un  plan  plus  detaille  de 
cette  grande  publication  nationale,  et  de  lui  soumettre  les  moyens  d execution  les  plus 
propres  a en  assurer  le  succes. 

Je  suis  avec  le  plus,  profond  respect, 

Sire,  De  Votre  Majeste, 

Le  tres-humble  et  trCs-obeissant  serviteur  et  fidele  sujet, 

Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat 
au  Departement  de  1’ Instruction  Publique, 
Paris,  31  Decembre  1833.  Guizot. 


II. Rapport  auRoi  surles  Mesures  Prescrites  pour  la  Recherche  et  la  Publication 

des  Documents  Inedits  Relatifs  a l’Histoire  de  France. 

Sire, 

Votre  Majeste  a daigne  accueillir  les  vues  que  j’ai  eu  l’honneur  de  lui  soumettre 
-relativement  a la  recherche  et  a la  publication  des  monuments  inedits  de  l’histoire  de  France. 
Les  chambres  ont  vote,  dans  le  budget  de  1835,  un  credit  de  120,000  francs  consacre  a ces 
iravaux,  et  qui  atteste  hautement  l’mteret  qu’inspire  l’entreprise  scientifique  et  nationale  qua 
approuvee  Votre  Majeste. 

Je  me  suis  applique  a en  preparer  le  succes,  et  je  demande  a Votre  Majeste  la  permission 
de  mettre  sous  ses  yeux  le  plan  que  je  me  propose  de  suivre  et  les  dispositions  que  j ai  deja 
prescrites. 

Des  le  22  Novembre  1833  je  me  suis  adresse  a MM.  les  prefets  pour  leur  demander  des 
renseignements  precis  et  detailles  sur  la  situation  des  bibliotheques  et  des  archives  des  de- 
partements  qu’ils  administrent,  ainsi  que  sur  les  divers  ouvrages  manuscrits  qui  peuvent  etre 
contenus  dans  ces  depots  *.  Les  reponses  que  j’ai  regues  mont  deja  foumi  quelques  docu- 
ments curieux ; elles  m’ont  surtout  mdique  les  voies  qu’il  convient  de  suivre  pour  arnver 
a des  resultats  importants. 

Le  20  Juillet  dernier  je  me  suis  mis  en  rapport  avec  les  academies  et  societes  savantes 
etablies  dans  les  departements  ; j’ai  sollicite  leur  concours;  j’ai  cherche  a encourager  leurs 
efforts,  et  tout  me  porte  a croire  qu’elles  me  seconderont  avec  zele  et  efficacite  t- 

Le  18  Juillet  dernier  j’ai  forme,  aupres  du  ministere  de  l’instruction  publique,  un  comite 
ou  se  veunissent  quelquesuns  des  homines  les  plus  considerables  par  leur  savoir  et  par  le 
merite  de  leurs  travaux  historiques  X-  Ce  comite  sera  specialement  charge  de  surveiller  et 
•de  diri°er,  de  concert  avec  moi,  tous  les  details  de  cette  vaste  entreprise.  II  s’est  assemble 
plusieurs  fois  sous  ma  presidence,  et,  grace  it  l’assistance  eclairee  que  ses  membres  ont  bien 
voulu  me  preter,  on  entrevoit  dej  a les  resultats  qu’il  sera  possible  cl’obtenir. 

Un  premier  soin  a du  occuper  le  comite,  celui  de  determiner  nettement  le  but  que  doit  se 
proposer  l’administration,  et  les  limites  dans  lesquelles  il  convient  de  se  renfermer.  II  suffit, 


* Pieces,  No.  VI.  f Pikes,  No.  VII.  % Pieces,  No.  IV. 
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a cet  egard,  de  s’en  tenir  rigoureusement  aux  termes  memes  de  la  loi  de  finances  de  1835.  Appendix  (S.) 

11s  contiennent  et  expliquent  toute  la  pensee  de  l’entreprise.  Puiser  a toutes  les  sources,  

dans  les  archives  et  les  bibliotheques  de  Paris  et  des  departements,  dans  les  collections  pub-  No.  a. 

liques  et  particulieres ; recueillir,  examiner  et  publiev,  s’il  y a lieu,  tous  les  documents  Reports  of  French 
inedits  importants  et  qui  offrent  un  caractere  historique,  tels  tjue  manuscrits,  cliartes,  di-  Record  Commis- 
plomes,  chroniques,  memoires,  correspondances,  ceuvres  memes  de  philosophic,  de  litterature  slor1, 

ou  d’art,  pourvu  qu’elles  revelent  quelque  face  ignoree  des  mceurs  et  de  l’etat  social  d’une  

epoque  de  notre  histoire : tel  sera  le  but  de  ces  travaux. 

J’ai  examine  soigneusement,  avee  le  comite,  quels  seraient  les  plus  surs  moyens  d’exe- 
cution. 

La  recherche  des  documents  presente  d’assez  grandes  difficultes.  A Paris,  et  dans 
quelques  villes  en  petit  nombre,  il  existe  des  archives  classees  methodiquement  et  dans 
lesquelles  a ete  dresse  avec  exactitude  l’inventaire  des  pieces  qui  s’y  trouvent  deposees ; 
mais  partout  ailleurs  regnent  le  desordre  et  la  confusion.  A l’epoque  des  troubles  revolu- 
tionnaires,  une  foule  de  documents,  j usque-la  conserves  dans  les  anciens  monasteres,  dans 
les  chateaux  ou  dans  les  archives  des  communes,  ont  ete  livres  tout  a coup  au  pillage  et  a la 
devastation.  Des  amas  de  papiers  et  de  parchemins,  transports  dans  les  municipalites 
voisines,  ont  ete  jetes  pelc-mele  dans  des  greniers  ou  dans  des  salles  abandonnees ; le  sou- 
venir meme  s’est  efface,  dans  plusieurs  enaroits,  de  ces  translations  operees  negligemment 
et  sans  formalites.  De  la  l’opinion  generalement  etablie  et  devenu,  pour  ainsi  dire,  de 
tradition  dans  un  grand  nombre  de  departements,  que  tout  a peri  dans  ces  temps  d’agitation. 

II  est  certain,  neanmoins,  qu’on  peut  retrouver  encore  une  partie  considerable  des  anciennes 
archives,  notamment  dans  les  villes  d’6v6che  et  de  parlement,  et  qu’une  foule  de  pieces 
importantes  ont  ete  sauvees  et  rendues  aux  villes,  lorsque,  plus  tard,  une  autorite  conser- 
vatrice  fit  deposer  dans  les  chefs-lieux  des  districts  les  debris  des  anciennes  abbayes,  con- 
fondus  avec  les  chartes  et  autres  monuments  authentiques.  Plusieurs  pieces  aussi  furent 
gardees  alors  comme  titres  de  propriete  ou  de  droits  utiles  des  biens  qui  avaient  ete  vendus 
par  l’autorite  publique. 

Je  ne  saurais  former  le  dessein  de  proceder  actuellement  et  directement  a un  classement 
general  et  methodique  de  toutes  les  archives  locales,  soit  des  departements,  soit  des  com- 
munes : le  temps  et  les  ressources  manqueraient  pour  un  si  immense  travail.  La  biblio- 
theque  du  Roi  possede  d’ailleurs  un  inventaire  general  de  toutes  les  archives  qui  existaient 
en  France  avant  la  revolution,  inventaire  dresse,  vers  1784,  sous  le  ministere  de  M.  Bertin, 
et  auquel  est  joint  un  grand  nombre  de  cartulaires  ou  repertoires  des  principales  pieces  que 
ces  archives  locales  renfermaient.  Ces  renseignements  suffiront  aux  premieres  recherches ; 
a mesure  que  Ton  penetrera  dans  les  depots  publics  pour  en  explorer  les  richesses,  on 
eprouvera  le  besoin  de  les  mettre  en  ordre ; de  premieres  ameliorations  susciteront  le  zele 
qui  aspire  a des  ameliorations  nouvelles,  et  le  zele  creera  des  ressources.  Les  autorites 
locales,  les  conseils  generaux  et  municipaux  seront  naturellement  provoques  et  conduits,  on 
peut  l’esperer,  d reintegrer  leurs  archives  dans  des  lieux  convenables,  et  a faire  dresser  le 
catalogue  des  pieces  qu’on  y conserve.  II  convient  done  de  se  mettre  des  a present  a 
l’ceuvre,  sans  pretendre  commencer  methodiquement  par  un  travail  de  classement  general 
qui  ofFrirait,  dans  Tetat  actuel  des  choses,  plus  d’embarras  que  d’avantages,  et  que  nos 
recherches  ameneront,  d’ailleurs,  presque  necessairement. 

J’ai  cherchd,  de  conceit  avec  MM.  les  membres  du  comite,  quels  pouvaient  etre,  dans 
chaque  departement,  dans  chaque  ville,  les  hommes  deja  connus  par  leurs  travaux  sur 
l’histoire  nationale,  et  capables  de  s’associer  a ceux  que  je  dois  faire  entreprendre.  Nous 
avons  dresse  une  premiere  liste  de  quatre-vingt-sept  personnes  avec  lesquelles  je  me  propose 
de  me  mettre  en  rapport,  affin  de  les  charger  specialement  des  recherches  relatives  aux 
lieux  qu’elles  habitent.  Une  correspondance  reguliere  s’etablira  entre  elles  et  mon  departe- 
ment, par  l’intermediaire  de  MM.  les  prefets ; et,  sans  imposer  partout  un  ordre  toujours 
le  meme,  une  organisation  systematique  et  uniforme,  qui  s’accorderaient  mal  avec  les 
besoins  et  les  ressoflVces  particulieres  de  chaque  localite,  j’ai  redige  cependant  des  instruc- 
tions generales  qui  peuvent  s’appliquer  egalement  a toutes  les  recherches  et  a tous  les  pays, 
et  qui  seront  adressees  a tous  les  correspondants  de  mon  ministere  *. 

Dans  les  lieux  ou  je  ne  pourrai  obtenir  le  concours  de  quelques  correspondants  propres 
a ce  genr.e  de  travail,  je  tacherai  d’y  suppleer  en  envoyant  des  commissaires  speciaux  deja 
exerces,  et  dont  le  me  rite  me  soit  bien  connu.  Du  reste,  j ’accueillerai  avec  empressement 
toutes  les  communications,  toutes  les  propositions.  Je  sais  que  beaucoup  d’hommes  1110- 
destes  et  laborieux  vivent  disperses  et  presque  ignores  sur  notre  territoire,  prets  a mettre 
leur  savoir  et  leur  zele  a la  disposition  d’une  administration  bienveillante.  J e serai  attentif 
a les  rechercher,  et  heureux  de  les  decouvrir.  Le  comite  central  se  tiendra  constamment 
au  courant  des  diverses  recherches  qui  seront  entreprises  a Paris  et  dans  les  ddpartements. 

II  dirigera,  par  des  instructions  particulieres,  tous  les  travaux  que  j’aurai  prescrits  ou  auto- 
rises  ; il  transmettra  aux  correspondants  du  ministere  les  renseignements  qui  leur  seront 
mdispen sables  pour  juger  de  la  valeur  de  telles  ou  telles  archives,  de  tels  ou  tels  manuscrits. 

Aussitot  qu’une  decouverte  importante  aura  ete  signalee  a mon  attention,  Tun  des  membres 
du  comite  sera  charge  specialement  de  l’examiner,  de  s’entendre  avec  la  personne  qui  m’aura 
adresse  cette  communication,  de  rechercher  toutes  les  pieces  relatives  au  meme  sujet,  qui 
pourraient  exister  dans  d’autres  collections ; et  toutes  les  fois  qu’apres  cet  examen  la  publi- 
cation de  tel  ou  tel  manuscrit,  de  telle  ou  telle  piece,  aura  ete  jugee  convenable,  eile  aura 

lieu 


0,33 
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l,e»  sous  la  surveillance  du  comitd,  soil  par  les  sofas  directs  de  Pun  de  ses  membres,  soil 
par  une  revision  attentive  du  travail  de  ^eacorr esponda  • adopter.  L’exScution 

Tel  est,  Sire,  dans  ses  1-  P-miers  et  prochains 

en  est  deja  commencee,  et  je  puis  en  H 

resultats.  . ...  , rnvaume  sont  en  assez  bon  ordre  et  assez  bien  connues 

Les  archives  de  plusieurs  vill  - s cl’utiles  travaux.  La  bibliotheque  publique  de 

pour  qu’on  ait  pu  s’y  livrer  irn^ediatement  a.  d utiles  travaux.  ^i 

Besaugon  est,  Sepuis  Wj-  tout£  les  W-  *«• 

Quint  et  de  Philippe  II-,  d un  JL  c t u se  compose  des  correspondances 
siecle,  du  de' tes S et  de  CSs  les  pfaees  relates  4 son  admmistration 

de  ce  mimstre,  des  notes  cte  ses  0 , xi  » cormu  des  savants,  jusqu  a ce 

dans  les  Pays-Bas  etdansle  rogume . l^e^  de  quijuesVces 

jour,  que  par  1 ebauche  d un  cata  og  P siecle.  J’ai  forme  a Besangon,  sous  la 

que  l’on  doit  a un  rehgieux  bene  1 ^ yyeiss,  une  commission  chargee  de 

Les  riches  etprecieuses  aichives  d • >au  x,e  siecle.  Je  prends  des  mesures, 

de1  conTif^ Kmpour  *L  explorer  ces  archives  et  en  tirer  tons  les 

d°ClT?eM 

trouvera  des  renseignements  mteiessan  s p . jjes  spoliations  nombreuses  et  une 

relations  des  rois  de  France  avee  le  Ireservees  srkce  au  zele  du  bibliothecaire 

**“»  - **■“*  e“e 

M^Redet^M^ChSle^  dlbve^e^a^meme  fade,  alte  egalement  envoyd  S.  Lyon  avee  le 

“ bibliothdques  et  les  archives  de  Paris,  les  travaux  sontddji  en  pleine  activity  et 

promettent  d’importants  rdsultats.  rovale,  depot  immense  de  matdriaux  de 

Le  ddparteriient  des  maimsents,  a la  biMiotheque troyale,  nepo  ^ ^ , ulii!re,  n 

toute  espece,  est,  pour  la  des  hoJJ,mes  instmits  sur  des  snjets  divers 

presente  des  coips  d ouviages  ledigcs,  P , transmettre  a la  postente  le  detail 

de  notre  histoire,  tantdt  par  des  personas  JUi&s  de  pieces  de- 

des  affaires  auxquelles  dies  ont  pra  pa vb  Je*d°  documents  anthentiques  sur  presque 
tachees  en  nombre  considerable,  formantdes  , narticuliers  dont  elles  ont  conserve  les 
tons  les  snjets.  Des  collections  dfePGa  “Ss,  de  Baluxe,  dn  president 

noms:  eelles  de  CoBart,  d.M,W^6j«^  apis  la  molt  de 
de  Mesmes,  et  plusieurs  autres,  y ont  deposdes  dans  ' de<=.ont  c£al.gdS;  sous  la 
leurs  possesseurs.  Des  jeunes  gens  exerce  g Chamnollion-Eigeac  et  Guerard, 

surveillance  et  la  direction  des  conseryateurs  , MM. Ctonpolbm  Fg  ou  autres 

d’explorer  ees  mines  feondes  et  de  . gnaler  7“  mit6  en  fasse  ensuite 

pieces,  qui  leur  paraitraient  dignes  P * onvrkges  ont  dtd  puisds  d cette  source  et 
Pobjet  d'unexamen  special.  Dda  P“s’eJs  ^publication.  Je  eiteral  entre  autres 

fortlbrdgde,  seront  publics  avee  une 

traduction  Frangaise et  les  WaircissOTmte  neeessaii^.  bibliothijque  royale 

Dn  journal  des  feats  Gdneranx  tenus  * ! Sj“  : ETfe  des  memtres  de  ees 

possede  plusieurs  copies,  a dte  rddige  en .Lata  ,»r  Je«n  M^sel.^  ^ iafcs  poli. 

dtats.  Les  nombreux  details  qu  ll  fourmt  su  historiens.  Quelques-uns  se 

tiques  de  ce  temps,  ont  etc,  en  grande  partie,  G1-1  t pi|s,  R sera 

so.it  contends  de  le  faire  connatae  P”  ^tSXSwtnLm 
publie,  pour  la  premiere  fois,  dans  son  texte  ori0  ^ , piqistoire  d’un  temps  deja  recule, 
Un  monument  important  de  la  langue,de  *“  P° . ; p(  rp.,  daIls  le  langage  du  pays, 

est  une  vaste  chronique  en  vers  de  la  guerre  des  Alb|eo«,  ecr te  dans  ^ 

a une  dpoque  tres-voisine  encore  de  cet  evdnemen  , P s„aipment  interessants  pour  les 
faits  qu’il  raconte.  C’est  une  source  de  renseignem  G monuments  litteraires  du 
philologues  et  pour  les  historiens,  et  aussi  1 un  des  plus  cuneux 

illP  siecle.  Le  sofa  de  sa  publication  est  confie  a M.  ^ a““-  b „ compos6 

Apres  la  paix  de  1768,  M.  de  Breqmgny  fut  envoye  a.^f!“  Xslux  archives  de  la 
de  sept  personnes,  pour  y prendre  copie  de  toutes  les  P P o t avad  dm-a  plusieurs 

Tour  de  Londres,  qui  pouvarent  se  rapporter  h 1 lnstoire  de  a olio  de  copies  de 

annees ; il  a produit  une  collect, on  d environ  cent  ^lomtemps  sous 

documents  divers  concemant  eelles  denos  provinces  qm  avarent  ett ^.angces  ng  1 • 

la  domination  Anglaise.  Les  ongmaux  de  plusieurs  de  ees  se  » ^^faaux 

depuis  h la  Tour  Se  Londres.  La  nature  de  ces  reclierches  leur JOTuer 
dvlnements  qui  out  eu  lieu  depuis  qu’elles  ont  ete  accomfaies,  tout  “™““sonnd  le  d|. 
a cette  immense  collection  nn  interet  que  le  temps  n a fai  q . ■ , des  docu- 

ponillement  de  ce  recueil,  deposd  mamtenant  ii  la  bibliotheque  du  Ro. , chacim  ^ 
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merits  qu’il  renferme  sera  successivement  examine ; ceux  c^ui  n’ont  point  encore  ete  publies, 
et  qui  neanmoins  meriteront  de  l’etre,  seront  releves,  classes  et  mis  au  jour. 

Une  autre  collection,  que  je  crois  propre  a jeter  des  lumieres  nouvelles  sur  l’histoire  poli- 
tique de  l’ancienne  monarchic  Fran§aise,  sera  celle  des  chartes  concedees  aux  villeset  aux 
communes  par  les  rois  et  les  seigneurs,  du  xie  au  xve  siecle.  Ces  chartes  sont  en  grand 
nombre ; elles  embrassent  presque  toute  l’etendue  de  la  France,  et  la  teneur  en  est  fort 
variee.  Plusieurs  ont  deja  ete  publiees,  mais  beaucoup  d’autres  n’ont  point  vu  le  jour;  et 
peut-etre  ces  dernieres  ne  sont-elles  pas  les  moins  curieuses  et  les  moms  importanies.  La 
bibliotheque  du  Roi  en  possede  une  collection  formee  par  les  soins  de  Dupuy,  et  qui  remplit 
quelques  volumes  in-folio.  Elle  sera  soumise  a une  severe  analyse : on  evitera  de  repro- 
duce ce  qui  est  deja  connu ; on  y ajoutera  les  pieces  et  les  documents  necessaires  pour  la 
completer.  Enfin  j’ai  l’intention  d’y  faire  joindre  les  chartes  et  constitutions  primitives  des 
differentes  corporations,  maitrises  et  societes  particulieres  etablies  en  France,  de  telle  sorte 
que  cette  collection  rapproche  et  mette  dans  toutleur  jour  les  nombreuses  et  diverses  origines 
de  la  bourgeoisie  Frangaise,  c’est-a-dire  les  premieres  institutions  qui  ont  servi  a affranchir 
et  a elever  la  nation.  Ce  travail  s’executera  sous  la  direction  de  M.  Augustin  Thierry. 

Les  archives  generates  du  royaume,  compulsees  en  meme  temps  et  de  la  meme  maniere 
que  la  bibliotheque  du  Roi,  fourniront  un  grand  nombre  de  pieces  detachees,  actes  de 
l’autorite  publique,  relations  d’evenements  particuliers,  diplomes,  chartes  et  autres  monu- 
ments authentiques  propres  a jeter  de  nouvelles  lumieres  sur  les  points  les  plus  obscurs  de 
notre  histoire,  et  a corriger  souvent  des  versions  fautives  ou  incompletes. 

Les  archives  speciales  des  differents  ministeres  nous  promettent  encore  de  plus  impor- 
tantes  richesses ; ces  materiaux  doivent  etre  exploites  avec  prudence  et  discernement : aussi 
nos  recherches  s’adresseront-elles  exclusivement  aux  epoques  qui  peuvent  etre  considerees 
comme  tombees  dans  le  domaine  de  l’histoire.  Mais  nous  trouverons  dans  ces  limites  de 
quoi  exciter  et  satisfaire  la  plus  avide  curiosity  des  savants  et  du  public.  MM.  les  direc- 
teurs  de  ces  precieux  depdts  ont  bien  voulu  me  promettre  leur  concours  le  plus  empresse. 

Les  archives  du  ministere  des  affaires  etrangeres,  classees  avec  un  ordre  parfait,  forment 
le  dep6t  historique  le  plus  considerable  par  l’abondance  et  la  valeur  de  ses  documents. 
Les  publications  que  je  me  propose  d’y  puiser  s’executeront  par  les  soins  du  directeur, 
M.  Mignet,  qui  a deja  prepare  un  recueil  important  et  etendu  destine  a en  commencer  la 
serie.  Les  longues  et  curieuses  negociations  relatives  a la  succession  d’Espagne,  ouverte 
par  la  rnort  de  Charles  II.  seront  l’objet  de  ce  recueil.  Entamees  immediatement  apres  le 
traite  des  Pyrenees  en  1659,  elles  n’ont  ete  terminees  qu’en  1713,  a l’epoque  ou  la  paix 
d’Utrecht  vint  fixer  enfin  le  droit  public  de  l’Europe  et  sa  distribution  territorial©  sur  de 
nouvelles  bases.  Cette  publication  fera  connaitre  la  marche  progressive  des  grands  evene- 
ments  qui  en  sont  l’objet,  et  mettra  pour  la  premiere  fois  au  jour,  dans  toute  sa  r6alite  et 
toute  son  etendue,  la  politique  de  Louis  XIV. 

Les  archives  du  depot  de  la  guerre  seront  consultees  en  meme  temps  que  celles  des 
affaires  etrangeres,  et  les  renseignements  empruntes  a ces  deux  sources  differentes  seront 
rapproches  entre  eux  et  compares  les  uns  avec  les  autres.  Ainsi,  tandis  que  l’on  recherchera, 
dans  les  archives  de  notre  diplomatic,  tout  ce  qui  se  rapporte  aux  negociations  qu’entraina 
l’affaire  de  la  succession  d’Espagne,  le  depot  de  la  guerre  mettra  a notre  disposition  l’histoire 
des  campagnes  qui  suivirent  et  seconderent  ces  negociations,  accompagnee  de  la  correspond- 
ance  de  Louis  XIV.,  de  Philippe  V.,  du  due  d’Orleans,  du  marechal  de  Berwick  et  du  due 
de  Vendome. 

A ces  dernieres  publications  seroxrt  joints  les  cartes  et  plans  necessaires  pour  l’intelligence 
des  operations  militaires ; M.  le  directeur  du  depot  actuel  de  la  guerre  a bien  voulu  m’offrir 
les  riches  materiaux  de  ce  genre  qu’il  a recueillis  lui-meme.  Ils  seront  mis  au  jour  par  ses 
soins  personnels  et  sous  sa  surveillance. 

Des  travaux  analogues  seront  executes  aussi  dans  les  archives  du  ministere  de  la  marine : 
l’etat  de  notre  marine,  l’histoire  de  nos  campagnes  maritimes  ou  des  grandes  batailles 
navales,  celle  de  nos  colonies  depuis  plus  de  cent  cinquante  ans,  y sont  conserves  dans  des 
collections  authentiques  dont  le  choix  sera  fait  par  des  hommes  verses  dans  cette  etude 
toute  specials. 

Apres  1’hTstoire  politique,  l’histoire  intellectuelle  et  morale  du  pays  a droit  egalement 
a notre  attention ; e’est  aussi  une  grande  et  belle  partie  des  destinfees  d’un  peuple  que  la 
serie  de  ses  efforts  et  de  ses  progres  dans  la  philosophic,  les  sciences  et  les  lettres.  Sans 
doute  l’abondance  et  le  caractere  special  des  monuments  de  ce  genre  doivent  nous  prescribe 
it  cet  egard  quelque  reserve ; ils  ne  sauraient  etre  accueillis  facilement  ni  en  tres-grand 
nombre  dans  une  collection  dont  l’histoire  proprement  dite  est  l’objet  dominant.  Mais  les 
ouvrages  qui,  a certaines  Epoques,  ont  fortement  agite  les  esprits  et  exerce  une  action  puis- 
sante  sur  le  developpement  intellectuel  des  generations  contemporaines,  ceux  qui  ont  ouvert, 
dans  le  mouvement  des  idees,  une  6re  nouvelle,  ceux  enfin  qui,  sous  une  forme  purement 
litteraire,  nous  revelent  des'  mceurs  oubliees,  des  usages  ou  des  faits  sociaux  dont  on  avait 
perdu  la  trace,  de  tels  ouvrages  se  rattachent  de  bien  pres  a l’histoire ; et  si  nous  de- 
couvrions  quelques  monuments  de  ce  genre,  nous  croirions  devoir  nous  empresser  de  les 
publier,  en  en  formant  dans  la  collection  generale  une  serie  particuliere. 

Jepuis  deja,  Sire,  signaler  en  ce  genre  a Votre  Majeste  une  decouverte  recente  et  d’un 
haut  interet  pour  les  personnes  qui  se  vouent  a l’etude  de  la  philosophic  et  de  son  histoire 
parmi  nous.  Le  manuscrit  du  fameux  ouvrage  d’Abailard,  intitule  le  Oui  et  Non,  (Sic  et 
Non),  vient  d’etre  retrouve  dans  la  bibliotheque  d’Avranches.  Ce  livre,  qu’on  croyait  irre- 
parablement  perdu,  est  celui'  qui  donna  lieu  a la  condamnation  d’Abailard,  au  concile  de 
Sens,  en  1140.  M.  Cousin  en  surveillera  la  publication. 

0.33.  6 a 4 Enfin 
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, , ■ , nlnoe  flans  cevaste  ensemble  de  recherehes, 

Enfin,  Sire,  l’histoire  des  arts  01  » des  destin6es  nationales.  Aucune  etude 

qm  embrasse  toutes  les  partly  le  veritable  esprit  des  generations 

peut-etre  ne  irons  rfivdle  plus  publics,  domestiqnes,  des  iddes  et 

passees  que  celle  de  leurs  nm  fonstruetion  l’dtude,  en  un  mot,  de  toutes  les 

tS,resgetS  dtTuSsTs  ISons  de  1’arcbitecture,  qni  est  a la  fois  le  commencement  et  le 

te ‘jTme^mpos^1 S.“e?de  fane 

matiere:  je  m appliqueiai  a . d tmites  les  epoques  qui  ont  existe  ou 

raisonne  des  monuments  Un  tel  travail,  en  raison  de  sa  nature  speciale,  de 

existent  encoie  sui  le  sol  ae  ia  ria  , distinct  des  autres  travaux  histonques 

eon  importer est-elle  dbn  con«J  .a 
fcetioi  rnn  cS  social,  et  d'en  faire  l’objet  de  erasures  particulreres  que  j aura, 
l’honneur  de  proposer  a Votre  Majeste.  / ' u proietees  pour  assurer  l’accom- 

Telles  sont,  Sire,  les  mesures  que  a^ises  dJes  cha*nbres  a r6pondu  aux 

plissement  de  la  grande  entrepnse  a j q ^ un  effort  accidentel  et  passager; 

vues  de  Votre  Majeste.  Cetteen  p P instituti0n  durable  en  l’honneur  des 

ce  sera  un  long  hommage  i et,  i pour  amsi  6rer  que>  ™ au  savant  et 

origines,  des  souvenirs  et  de  la  g1®11®  ® , ■ seconder  les  premiers  resultats  ne  se  feront 

t = noble  pensde  dont  Votre  M** 

a daigne  me  confier  1’ execution. 

Je  suis  avec  le  plus  profond  respect. 

Sire,  de  Votre  Majeste, 

Le  tr&s-humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur  et  fidele  sujet, 
Le  Ministre  Secretaire  cl’Etat 


Paris,  27  Novembre  1834. 


au  Departement  de  l’lnstruction  Publique,^ 


an  SST*  “ ‘ ““ 

/eTens  nnjSti  In,  laiie  coirnaitre  Wat  des  travaux  entrepns  jusqu  a ce 

ss=g|ig!i iissei 

premier  comltd  dont  J a,  d6]i  entieK  j lucres.  Les  deux  comites, 

aes  homines  les  J1™  nrfeidence  ont  assidtanent  accompli  lent  mission;  la 

f^dlp" 

tine  intelligence  profondeet  execute  avec  un  som  P , t g pdfiteur,  un 

archives  du  ministere  des  affaires  etrangeres,  est  devenu,  giace  au  taien  gu 

ouvrao-e  original,  non  moins  qu’une  collection  de  pieces  diplomatiques.  M.  g 
encZr  cef  pifces,  qui  forjit  1 peu  plus  lee  deux  tiem  if * °“™f  ^^1^“- 
substantial,  entremele  de  savantes  explications.  Ce  f/^ntTeTm^eriaux  inconnus  jusqu’a 
matie  Francaise  de  1660  a 1738  ; histone  authentique  et  dont  les  matem'ix,  mcoi  j i 

publics  par  M. le  |enM  baron  Al^directenrdu  depot  deja  guerre, 
temps^aik  lLtoant-gSral  divlult,  aneien  directeur 

rations  de  ces  campagnes  celebres,  et  presentera  amsi  le  cote  militaue  de  la  g 

dont  le  travail  de  M . Mignet  offrira  le  cote  diplomatique.  Dss 


* Pieces,  No.  V. 


t Voir  la  Rapport  du  27  Novembre  18; 
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Des  cartes  jointes  a ce  recueil,  et  presque  toutes  encore  inedites,  en  rendront  le  texte  Appendix  (S.) 

parfaitement  intelligible.  Six  cartes  appartiennent  au  premier  volume,  et  seront  incessam-  

ment  publiees.  __  __  No.  2. 

Enfin,  Sire,  un  quatrieme  volume  parait  en  meme  temps  que  les  precedents:  c’est  le  Reports  of  French 
“Journal  des  fitats  Generaux  tenus  a Tours  en  1484,”  par  Jehan  Masselin,  official  del’arche-  I?ecord  Commit 
veque  de  Rouen,  et  depute  a ces  etats.  La  traduction  Frangaise,  par  M.  Adhelm  Bernier,  S10n‘ 
est  imprimee  en  regard  du  texte  Latin : cet  ouvrage,  qui  n’etait  connu  que  par  quelques  ' 

extraits  ou  fragments  detaches,  contient  une  foule  de  renseignements  precieux,  qu’on 
chercherait  vainement  ailleurs,  sur  le  ceremonial,  les  usages,  les  formes  observees  dans  la 
tenue  des  Etats  Generaux  de  1’ancienne  monarchic,  ainsi  que  sur  leur  juridiction,  et  l’eten- 
due  des  droits  et  des  pouvoirs  qui  leur  etaient  devolus.  On  y trouve  d’ailleurs  une  expi-ession 
fidele,  une  vivante  representation  des  idees  politicoes  et  administratives  qui  occupaient,  vers 
la  fin  du  xve  siecle,  les  hommes  les  plus  distingues  de  la  societe  Frangaise,  nobles,  prelats, 
bourgeois  reunis  en  une  assemblee  de  trois  cents  personnes,  discutant  et  deliberant  de 
concert  sur  les  questions  les  plus  graves  pour  notre  pays. 

Ces  quatre  volumes,  Sire,  sont  entierement  termines,  et  ouvren  t,  dSs  a present,  la  serie  de 
nos  publications  historiques ; mais  plusieurs  autres  sont  depuis  lon^temps  livres  a l’im- 
pression  et  ne  tarderont  pas  a paraitre.  Je  demande  a V otre  Majeste  la  permission  de  les 
lui  indiquer. 

“ L’Histoire  en  vers  de  la  Croisade  contre  les  heretiques  Albigeois,”  publiee  d’apres  un 
manuscrit  de  la  bibliotheque  du  Roi,  et  traduite  sur  le  texte  Provengal  par  M.  Fauriel, 
ouvrage  de  la  plus  haute  importance,  et  dont  j’ai  entretenu  Votre  Majeste  dans  l’un  de  mes 
precedents  rapports,  sera  incessamment  terminee. 

La  “ Chronique  en  vers  des  dues  de  Normandie,”  par  Benoit  de  Sainte-More,  dont  le 
texte,  ecrit  en  langue  Normande  du  commencement  duxme  siecle,  a ete  copie  par  M.  Fran- 
cisque  Michel,  d’apres  mes  instructions,  sur  le  manuscrit  original  de  la  Tour  de  Londres, 
est  egalement  sous  presse.  La  necessite  d’envoyer  et  de  collationner  les  epreuves  a Londres, 
en  retardera  un peu  la  publication;  mais  le  travail  est  suivi  avec  assiduite. 

J’ai  confie  a M.  Ravenel,  bibliothecaire  de  la  ville  de  Paris,  le  soin  de  publier  les 
“ Carnets  du  Cardinal  Mazarin,”  dont  j’ai  dejarendu  compte  a Votre  Majesty.  Dans  ce 
volume  seront  egalement  inserees  diverses  notes  de  Mazarin,  sa  correspondance  avec  Colbert, 
et  plusieurs  autres  pieces  relatives  aux  troubles  de  la  Fronde.  Ce  travail  difficile,  qui  exige 
beaucoup  de  soins  et  de  patience,  sera  termine  dans  quelques  mois,  et  livre  des  lors  a 
l’impression. 

Deux  chroniques  tres-importantes  pour  l’histoire  des  l'egnes  de  Charles  VI,  Charles  VII, 
et  Louis  XI,  “ la  Chronique  du  religieux  de  Saint-Denis,”  et  celle  d’Amelgard,  manquent 
aux  diverses  collections  publiees  dans  ces  derniers  temps.  M.  Bellaguet  est  charge  d’en 
publier  le  texte  et  la  traduction,  sous  la  surveillance  particuliere  de  M.  le  baron  de  Barante, 
qui  connait  si  bien  et  a si  bien  retrace  l’histoire  de  cette  memorable  epoque. 

La  commission  institute  a Besangon  sous  la  presidence  de  M.  Weiss,  bibliothecaire  de 
cette  ville,  et  chargee  de  diriger  le  depouillement  des  quatre-vingt-cinq  volumes  in-folio  des 
papiers  du  Cardinal  de  Granvelle,  est  deja  fort  avancee  dans  son  travail.  Pendant  les  six 
derniers  mois  de  cette  annee,  plus  de  vingt-cinq  volumes  de  cette  vaste  collection  ont  ete 
analyses  completement,  etles  pieces  en  langues  etrangtSres,  qu’ils  contiennent  en  grand  nombre, 
ont  ete  traduites  lorsqu’elles  ont  paru  offrir  de  l’importance.  Des  que  le  depouillement  sera 
termine,  la  commission  s’occupera  du  choix  des  pieces  qu’il  serait  convenable  de  publier. 

Un  autre  ouvrage,  dont  le  manuscrit  existe  aussi  a la  bibliotheque  de  Besangon,  m’a  paru 
digne  d’etre  mis  au  jour.  C’est  une  “ Histoire,  en  seize  livres,  des  guerres  de  la  Franche- 
Comte,  de  1632  a 1642,”  par  un  conseiller  au  parlement  de  Dole,  le  sieur  Girardot  de 
Beauchemin,  membre  du  gouvernement  de  la  province  a cette  epoque.  C’est  un  tableau 
tres-anime  de  la  resistance  de  la  Franche-Comte  aux  entreprises  de  Richelieu,  de  la  politique 
de  ce  ministre,  de  celle  de  la  eour  d’Espagne,  des  deux  invasions  successives  du  prince  de 
Conde,  et  du  due  de  Saxe-W eimar,  enfin  du  long  attachement  de  cette  province  a la  maison 
d’Autriche  et  de  ce  qu’elle  souffrit  alors  pour  cette  cause.  On  peut  considerer  cet  ouvrage 
comme  un  episode  de  la  guerre  de  trente  ans,  episode  d’un  grand  inter6t  pour  l’histoire  de 
France,  puisqu’il  retrace  les  destinees,  encore  separees,  d’une  province  qui  depuis  s’est 
intimement  unie  a la  France,  sous  le  rapport  moral  aussi  bien  sous  le  rapport  politique. 

M.  Guerard,  membre  de  l’institut  et  du  premier  comite  central,  m’a  propose  de  faire 
extraire,  sous  sa  direction:  1°  les  registres  originaux  du  parlement  de  Paris;  2°  les  registres 
de  la  chambre  des  comptes ; 3°  le  tresor  des  Chartes,  recueils  remplis  de  documents  neufs 
et  interessants  a publier.  Je  ferai  incessamment  entreprendre  ce  grand  travail,  que 
M.  Guerard  est  si  capable  de  bien  diriger. 

Le  depouillement  des  grandes  collections  de  manuscrits  que  possede  la  bibliotheque  royale 
se  poursuit  avec  activite,  sous  la  direction  de  M.  Champollion-Figeac,  l’un  ^es  conservateurs 
du  departement  des  manuscrits  de  cet  etablissement,  et  membre  du  premier  comite  central. 

Douze  personnes  sont  employees  a ce  travail.  Les  premieres  collections  analysees  ont  ete : 

1°  celle  de  Dupuy,  a laquelle  appartient  I’immense  recueil  d’anciens  titres,  chartes,  diplomes, 
etc.,  originaux  ou  en  copie,  rassembles  ou  transcrits  par  Pierre  Pithou,  formant  ensemble 
neuf  cent  cinquante  volumes  in-folio  et  in-4° ; 2“  la  collection  de  Brienne,  composee  de  pieces 
diplomatiques  et  de  documents  qui  se  rapportent  aux  diverses  affaires  du  royaume ; 3°  la 
collection  de  Brequigny,  composee  de  copies  executees,  par  l’ordre  de  l’ancien  gouverne- 
ment, aux  archives  de  la  Tour  et  de  l’Bchiquier  de  Londres.  Le  meme  travail  s’accomplit 
en  ce  moment  sur  les  diverses  collections  reunies  dans  le  fonds  de  Colbert,  si  riche  en  mate- 
riaux  de  tout  genre,  relatifs  aux  affaires  etrangeres  et  aux  affaires  interieures  de  la  France. 

Les  trois  premiers  recueils  sont  completement  depouilles ; les  cartes  qui  en  contiennent  le 

0.33.  6 b releve 
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plan  aura  re9u  son  les  pieces  qui  peuvent  se 

mdiquera  sur-le-champ  a ft  seHgt  superRu  d’inslster  sur  l’utilrtd  d’un 

rattacher  a 1 objet  special  de  s rPaultat  de  livrer  A. t’histoire,  et  aux  sciences  qui  s’y 

pared  travail ; il  aura  evidemm  ? Qt  dont  elles  n’ont  pu  s’aider  qu’incompletement 
rattachent,  une : “Sof Tiultt  "qnXe  prLenx  ?u-il  soil,  le  report  pas 

jusqu  a ce  jom.  Mais  ce lesjt  t,  , q ^1  am(fflait  aussi  . mettre  an  jour,  des  il 
entierement  aux  vues  ^ une  T&itable  importance  sous  lc  rapport 

present,  ceux  de  ces  docum  q p . tr&s-prochamement  atteint. 

historique:  deja  les  mesiires  son  pri  eP,qt  anaiysges  le  comite  central  determines 
Panel  lcs  pieces  medites  1--^  “X  Xent  offrir,  mdriteront  d'entrer 

documents  relatifs  d 1'histoS  dc  France.  Cette  publication 

qui  s’executent  it  la  bibliothequr i royale , s Xes  |e  Fmnce  aux  rois,  reines,  princes  et 
les  lettres  des  rois,  1 ernes,  pun  P Xne  si&cle  iusqu’a  la  fin  du  xvie.  Les  mate- 

SxdTcefte' SSSn Srassemblds  en  graude  partie.  ^'impression  en  est  commences 

3 la  France  sous  les  deux 


l’unde  ces  monuments,  le  Cartulaire , de  la  S de  slinlOmer,  ei 

achevee  d’aprbs  le  manusc nUpj  t * fi6  & M.  Claude,  se  poursuit  sous  les  yeux  de 

- de 

l’annee  1835  a la  bibliotheque  royale.  deolove  dans  les  departements, 

Un  zcle,  sinon  aussi  frnctueux,  du  d^efSfrt TbjS  desoigneuses 

et  deja  la  plupart  des  blbll0tM^e®  ministere  ont  ete  aides  dans  leurs  recherches  par 
explorations.  Les  correspondants  de  m t nombre  d'hommes  instraits 

a « 

par  les  Godefroy  avant ■ M® I , il  a £gn , trouye®  t point  dans  l'ddition  imprimfe; 

deux  chapitres  de  la  Chromque  de  Molmet  qui  i . ^attention  les  “ Memon-es  de 

il  a fait  connaitre  enfin  deux  outrages  qur  paraissent  danB  Tarmie^de  la  Ligue  du 

Robert , d'Esdaibes,”  gentmromme  du  Wt Vuverden,”  contenant  nl  foule 

MM.  Redet  et  de  la  Fontenelle  ont  exptac  les  ^ “i  “““"aSolues 

Saintes,  M.  MaiUet  celles  de  Rennes,  M JMonmcr  cdles  du  Jura.  Des^trava ^ & 

voyages  etaient  entrepns  par  mes  ordres,  soit  en  France,  s g d Doubs  et 

M Weiss  ix  ete  charge  d’entreprendre  une  tournee  dans  les  clepaitemeni!,  u 
du  Jmu,X  d’y  examiner  toutes  les  collections  publiques  ou  parties  de  livres  et  de 

“ ““Skhelet  a xisitd  tousles  ddpbts  qni  se  ttouvent 1 de  Pol‘,er^® Inve- 
rt Toulouse  et  Montauban,  de  Cabots  it  Bourges  et  Orleans.  Le  rdsoltat  de 
gations  est  consign!?  dans  un  rapport  etendu  quTl  m w . s“l ; en  relati„„ 
M.  Granier  de  Cassagnac,  en  se  rendant  dans  le  midi  de  la  France,  s est  mis  ,;1 

personnels  avec  les  correspondants  de  men  mmistere  WaWjB  4™»  ,“s  4 ?0B- 

a narcourues:  il  s’est  enquis  aupres  deux  de  1 etat  des  depots  qxiils  so  PP  . , 
sxdter,  des  rcsultats  qu’ils  ont  obtenus  jusqu’a  ce  jour,  de  la  ^ur  disposition 

donner  a leurs  recherches  ulterieures,  et  des  moyens  qu  on  pounait  metti  < P 

Michel  en  Angleterre  a donne-  des  resnltats  asses  con- 
siderablrtn°  Il  a transcrit  la  “Chronique  nmiie  des  dues  de  Normandie.  P“  ® ^ ; 6 

Sainte-More ; “ L’Histoire  des  rois  Anglo-Saxons,”  de  Geoffro.  Gannar,  le , ppeme  dts  g 
par  le  savant  abb4  de  La  Rue  sous  le  trtre  de  » Voyage  de  Charlemagne  a 
et  plusieurs  autres  ouvrages  dont  les  onginaux  manquent  a la  Fiance.  collections 
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collections  du  Musee  Britannique,  les  bibliotheques  des  university  d’Oxford  et  de  Cam-  Appendix  (S.) 
bridge,  et  a pris  note  de  tous  les  manuscrits  qui  lui  ont  paru  oftnr  quelque  mteret  pour  notre  Nq_  2 

histoire  et  notre  ancienne  litterature  nationale.  . ReDorts  of  French 

Le  second  comite  etabli  pres  mon  ministere  s’est  occupe  exclusiyement  des  monuments  ^ecor(j  Commis- 
qui  se  rapportent  aux  divers  developpements  de  l’intelligence  humaine  dans  notre  patne.  S-Qn. 

Ces  monuments  se  distinguent  naturellement  en  deux  classes  : les  uns  interessent  1 histoire  — 

des  sciences,  des  lettres,  de  la  philosophic ; les  autres  celle  de  l’art,  envisage  sous  toutes  ses 

formes  et  dans  ses  productions  de  toute  nature.  Ces  deux  ordres  de  travaux  ne  sauraient 

etre  concus  ni  executes  d’apres  le  meme  plan.  Pour  tout  ce  qui  tient  a,  l’histoire  pliilo- 

sophique,  scientifique  et  litteraire,  il  s’agit,  de  meme  que  pour  l’histoire  politique  et  sociale, 

de  recueillir  et  de  publier  des  manuscrits  inconnus  ou  in^dits,  de  compulser  par  consequent 

les  bibliotheques  de  Paris  et  des  departemente,  d’examiner  la  valeur  des  resultats  fournis 

par  cette  investigation,  et  de  decider  quels  sont  les  manuscrits  qui  doivgnt  etre  livres  a la 

publicite.  Cette  march  e a ete  suivie  par  le  second  comite  corame  elle  l’avait  ete  par  le 

premier.  Une  circulaire  contenant  des  instructions  precises  et  detaillees  sur  cet  objet  a ete 

adressee  a tous  les  correspondants  de  mon  ministtire  #. 

Le  recueil  des  “ Fragments  inedits  d’Abailard,”  publie  par  M.  Cousin,  est  presque 
entitlement  imprime,  et  paraitra  avant  trois  mois.  Ce  recueil  se  compose  de  trois  parties 
distinctes:  1°  fragments  du  Sic  et  Non,  formant  environ  un  grand  tiers  de  l’ouvrage 
original;  2°  fragments  d’un  traite  de  dialectique,  sous  la  forme  d’un  long  commentaire 
d’Abailard  sur  l’Organon  d’Aristote  ; 3°  fragments  et  opuscules  philosophiques  d’Abailard. 

Dans  cette  derniere  partie  se  trouvent  des  Glossee  in  Porphyrium,  qui  meritent  d’etre  lues 
avec  soin.  Ce  volume  est  d’une  importance  reelle  pour  l’histoire  de  la.  philosophic  scolas- 
tique,  et  le  gouvernement  seul  pouvait  faire  les  frais  d’une  telle  publication. 

Un  travail  special,  destine  a servir  en  quelque  sorte  d’introduction  aux  publications  du 
comite  charge  de  la  recherche  de  nos  monuments  litteraires,  a ete  confie  a M.  Sainte-Beuve, 
l’un  de  ses  membres.  Ce  travail  doit  consister  en  un  compte  rendu  precis  et  complet  des 
developpements  successifs  qu’ont  regus  en  France,  durant  les  trois  derniers  siecles,  l’etude 
et  l’histoire  critique  de  notre  ancienne  litterature  +.  Ainsi,  au  moment  ou  cette  partie  si 
interessante  de  la  vie  intellectuelle  du  pays  recommence  a exciter  parmi  nous  une  curiosite 
si  generate  et  si  vive,  M.  Sainte-Beuve  rappellera,  resumera  et  appreciera,  avec  la  sagacite 
qui  le  distingue,  toutes  les  recherches  dont  elle  a deja  ete  l’objet  depuis  le  commencement 
du  xvie  siecle  jusqu’a  nos  jours.  , 

Quand  on  quitte  les  sciences  et  les  lettres  pour  s’occuper  des  arts,  il  faut  necessairement 
changer  de  methode.  Ici  il  ne  s’agit  plus  de  decouvrir  et  d’imprimer  des  ouvrages  inedits. 

A part  quelques  traites  speciaux  et  en  petit  nombre,  l’histoire  des  arts  n’est  point  dans  les 
livres ; elle  est  ecrite  dans  les  monuments  eux-memes,  dont  les  formes,  variables  suivant 
les  temps  et  les  lieux,  repr^sentent  non-seulement  les  principes  et  les  regies  suivies  par  les 
diverses  ecoles,  mais  surtout  l’esprit,  les  idees,  les  connaissances  memes  qui  appartiennent 
aux  siecles  qu’elles  rappellent.  Ce  sont  done  les  formes  des  monuments  qu  il  faut 
reproduire,  au  moyen  d’une  description  courte  mais  exacte,  en  ayant  soin  de  noter  minu- 
tieusement  les  dift’erences  caracteristiques  qui  se  remarquent  dans  chacun  d eux.  lous  les 
monuments  qui  ont  existe  ou  existent  encore  sur  le  sol  de  la  France  seront  1 objet  d une 
etude  particuliere  dans  chaque  commune,  dans  chaque  hameau,  dans  chaque  groupe 
d’liabitations.  Aux  notices  descriptives  on  joindra  souvent  un  plan,  une  coupe  et  au  moins 
une  ou  deux  elevations  des  constructions  qu’on  aura  mentionnees ; tous  les  plans  et  dessins 
seront  ramenes,  autant  qu’il  sera  possible,  a une  echelle  unique,  et  l’ensemble  de  ces  travaux 
formera  une  veritable  statistique  monumentale  de  la  France,  etudiee  a ses  differents  ages. 

En  ce  moment  M.  Ramey  execute  un  specimen  de  ce  travail  pour  tous  les  monuments 
qui  existent  dans  trois  cantons  du  departement  de  l’Oise,  et  M.  Grille  de  Beuzelin,  pour 
deux  arrondissements  du  departement  de  la  Meurthe. 

M.  Merinke,  inspecteur  des  monuments  historiques  de  la  France,  et  1 un  des  membres 
du  comite,  a parcouru,  pendant  les  derniers  mois  de  cette  annee,  toute  l’ancienne  province 
de  Bretagne.  Les  nombreuses  observations  qu’il  m’a  transmises  interessent  principalement 
l’histoire^de  l’architecture  Bretonne,  dans  laquelle  il  croit  avoir  reconnu  un  style  particulier. 

Il  m’a  adresse,  en  outre,  ainsi  qu’a  M.  le  ministre  de  l’interieur,  diverses  propositions  rela- 
tives a la  conservation  des  edifices  du  moyen  age  qu’il  a visites.  Enfin,  il  s’est  rendu,  par 
mes  ordres,  dans  le  departement  de  la  Vienne,  afin  d’y  examiner  les  restes  de  l’ancienne 
abbaye  de  Charroux,  de  constater  l’etat  actuel  de  ce  monument,  et  de  faire  les  demarches 
necessaires  pour  en  assurer  la  conservation. 

Partout  M.  Merimee  a remarque  un  grand  empressement  a garder  et  a etudier  les  monu- 
ments de  notre  histoire.  Des  societes  savantes  s’occupent  du  soin  de  les  decrire ; un  grand 
nombre  d’artistes  et  de  particuliers  entreprennent  des  fouilles  a leurs  frais ; chacun  s efiorce 
d’entrer,  autant  qu’il  est  en  son  pouvoir,  dans  les  vues  de  radministration.  Cependant  de 
telles  recherches  exigent  des  connaissances  speciales,  et  par  consequent  doivent  etre  dirigees 
d’apres  des  instructions  detaillees  et  precises.  Le  comite  s’est  charge  de  redigm-  ces 
instructions  qui  constitueront,  a elles  seules,  un  travail  considerable.  M.  Albert  Lenoir, 
membre  du  comite,  s’est  occupe  de  tout  ce  qui  concerne  les  monuments  publics  Gaulois, 

Grecs,  Romains  et  Chretiens,  jusqu’au  xie  siecle ; M.  Auguste  Le  Prevost,  des  monuments 
religieux  depuis  le  xie  siecle  jusqu’a  nos  jours;  M.  Merimee,  de ^ l’architecture  mih- 
taire  de  toutes  les  epoques,  en  y comprenant  les  routes  qui,  dans  l’ongme,  sont  toutes 

miluaires.. 


0.33. 
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Appeii'dix  (S.)  militaires.  M.  Lenormant  a traite  de  tous  les  monuments  meubles  des  divers  ages,  des 

vases  et  ornements,  des  medailles,  des  vignettes  et  manuscrits  a miniature,  etc.  etc.  La 

No.fi.  premiere  partie  de  ces  instructions  est  completement achevee  et  sera  bientot  livree  a l’im- 

RecorQS  Commis-  Passion.  Des  gravures  sur  bois,  ajoutees  a l’ouvrage,  en  rendront  ^intelligence  plus  nette 

sion  " et  P^us  ^ac^e<  . , t- 

‘ , J’ai  pense  ou’au  moment  ou  l’on  execute  avec  taut  de  soin  la  carte  de  France,  au  ministere 

M de  la  guerre,  ll  serait  utile  de  faire  dresser,  par  les  habiles  ingenieurs  de  ce  departement,  une 

carte  de  la  vieille  France,  avec  l’indication  de  ses  voies  antiques  et  des  anciennes  villes  de 
toutes  les  epoques.  M.  le  general  baron  Pelet,  directeur  du  depot  de  la  guerre,  a accueilli 
cette  proposition,  et  il  a offert  d’extraire  de  la  grande  carte  de  France  une  carte  en  quatre 
feuilles,  ou  tous  les  monuments  et  toutes  les  donnees  relatives  a l’archeologie  seront  notes 
d’une  maniere  particuliere.  M.  le  general  Pelet  a donne  des  instructions  en  ce  sens  a MM. 
les  officiers  d’etat-major  charges  de  la  redaction  de  la  carte  generate. 

Un  dernier  travail  enfin  completera  celui  du  comite.  II  existe,  sans  doute,  un  assez 
o-rand  nombre  d’hommes  capables  de  lire  les  anciennes  ecritures,  des  manuscrits  ou  des 
inscriptions  monumentales ; toutefois,  ces  connaissances  paleographiques  ne  sont  pas, 
a beaucoup  pres,  suffisamment  repandues ; plus  elles  deviendront  vulgaires,  plus  les  monu- 
ments anciens  seront  connus  et  apprecies,  plus  aussi  les  recherches  entreprises  sur  tous  les 
points  de  la  France  acquerront  de  valeur  et  de  certitude.  L’enseignement  des  habiles 
professeurs  de  l’ecole  des  chartes  ne  s’addresse  qu’a  un  petit  nombre  d’eleves  rassembles 
a Paris.  D’une  autre  part,  les  traites  de  paleographie  qui  sont  entre  les  mains  des  savants 
ne  sont  que  d’un  faible  secours  pour  ceux  qui  veulent  se  livrer  a cette  etude.  Les  ouvrages 
des  Benedictins  sont  trop  volumineux  ou  manquent  de  methode ; d’a.utres  ofFrent  des 
planches  mal  executees ; les  traites  Allemands  sont  d’une  science  diplomatique  trop  haute  et 
ne  peuvent  etre  utiles  que  pour  les  manuscrits  Germaniques.  Un  seul  livre  de  ce  genre, 
compose  en  Anglais,  celui  de  Thomas  Astle,  est  excellent  pour  les  travaux  du  moyen  age ; 
les  ecritures  cursives  et  calligraphiques  y sont  representees  dans  de  nombreux  exemples, 
avec  abreviations  et  alphabets  chronologiques.  II  m’a  paru  qu’il  serait  utile  de  repandre 
dans  le  public  un  ouvrage  semblable,  qui  apprendrait  a reconnaitre  les  divers  modes 
d’ecriture  employes  en  France  dans  tout  le  cours  du  moyen  age,  et  donnerait  les  abreviations 
les  plus  usitees  et  les  exemples  les  plus  frappants  empruntes  a chaque  si^cle,  dans  les 
manuscrits  du  Nord  et  dans  ceux  du  Midi.  Ce  but  sera  completement  atteint,  au  moyen 
d’une  douzaine  de  planches  ajoutees  au  texte.  J’ai  charge  de  la  redaction  de  ce  manuel 
paleographique  M.  Natalis  de  Wailly,  chef  de  la  section  administrative  des  archives  du 
royaume,  dont  le  zfele  et  l’instruction  m’etaient  particulierement  connus.  Cette  publication, 
sans  pretention  scientifique,  mais  d’une  utilite  pratique  incontestable,  marche  rapidement  et 
sera  bientot  terminee.  , 

Tel  est,  Sire,  l’ensemble  des  travaux  historiques  executes  pendant  le  cours  de  1 annee 
1835.  Votre  Majeste  pensera,  je  l’espere,  qu’une  utile  impulsion  a ete  donnee,  et  je  crois 
pouvoir  l’assurer  que  les  resultats  obtenus  en  garantissent  de  ^ plus  importants  encore. 
Ainsi  la  France  devra  a la  haute  protection  de  Votre  Majeste,  aidee  du  concours  eclaire  des 
Chambres,  une  illustration  plus  complete  de  ses  annales,  et,  ce  qui  n’est  pas  un  moindre 
bienfait,  une  carriere  nouvelle  ouverte  aux  hommes  actifs  et  laborieux  qui  veulent  se  vouer 
a l’etude  serieuse  du  passe  de  notre  patrie ; etude  non-seulement  pleine  d’attrait,  mais 
propre  a elever  l’esprit  et  la  moralite  de  la  nation.  / 

Je  suis  avec  le  plus  profond  respect,  Sire,  de  Votre  Majeste, 

Le  tres-humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur  et  fidele  sujet, 

Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat  au  Departement  de  l’lnstruction  Publique, 
Pais,  2 Decembre  1835.  Guizot. 


IV  _Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat  au  Departement  de  l’lnstruction  Publique 
Arrete  ce  qui  suit : 

Article  Premier. 

Il  est  forme,  pres  le  ministere  de  l’instruction  publique,  un  comite  charge  de  concourir, 
sous  la  presidence  du  ministre,  a la  direction  et  a la  surveillance  de  recherches  et  publications 
qui  doivent  etre  faites,  a l’aide  des  fonds  votes  au  budget  de  l’exercice  1835,  sur  les  docu- 
ments inedits  relatifs  a l’histoire  de  France. 


Art.  2. 

Sont  nommes  membres  du  comite  : 

MM.  Villemain,  pair  de  France,  vice-president  du  comite  en  l’absence  du  ministre ; 
Daunou,  membre  de  l’institut,  garde  general  des  archives  du  royaume ; 

Naudet,  membre  de  l’institut ; 

Guerard,  membre  de  l’institut ; 

Mignet,  membre  de  l’institut; 

Champollion-Figeac,  conservateur  au  departement  des  manuscrits  de  la  bibliotheque 
royale;  v 

Fauriel,  conservateur-adjoint  de  la  bibliotheque  royale,  professeur  a la  faculte  des 
lettres ; 

Vitet,  secretaire  general  du  ministere  du  commerce ; 

Jules  Desnoyers,  secretaire  de  la  societe  de  l’histoire  de  France  ; 

Granier  de  Cassagnac. 

Fallot,  eleve  de  l’ecole  des  chartes,  qui  remplira  les  fonctions  de  secretaire  du 
comite. 

• Art.  3- 
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Art.  3. 

Pourront  etre  adjointes  au  comite  et  assister  aux  seances,  d’une  maniere  soit  teinporaire, 
soit  permanente,  les  personnes  chargees  de  travaux  speciaux  relatifs  a la  recherche  et  a la 
publication  des  documents  dont  il  s’agit. 

Art.  4. 

Le  comite  se  reunira  au  moins  une  fois  tous  les  quinze  jours. 


Appendix  (S.) 
No.  2. 

Reports  of  French 
Record  Commis- 
sion. 


Paris,  le  18  Juillet  1834. 


Guizot. 


V. — Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’fitat  au  Departement  de  l’lnstruction  Publique. 

Vu  Particle  53  du  chapitre  8 du  budget  de  l’exercice  1835,  en  vertu  duquel  il  est 
alloue  au  ministere  de  l’instruction  publique  un  credit  de  120,000  francs,  consacre  a la  re- 
cherche et  a la  publication  des  monuments  inedits  de  l’histoire  de  France ; 

Considerant  qu’il  importe  de  reunir  dans  une  serie  distincte  tous  les  documents  qui  peu- 
vent  se  rapporter  a Phistoire  morale  et  intellectuelle  du  pays, 

Arrete  ce  qui  suit : 

Article  Premier. 

Il  est  forme,  pres  le  ministere  de  Pinstruction  publique,  un  comite  specialement  charge  de 
concourir,  sous  la  presidence  du  ministre,  a la  recherche  et  a la  publication  des  monuments 
inedits  de  la  litterature,  de  la  philosophic,  des  sciences  et  des  arts  consideres  dans  leurs  rap- 
ports avec  Phistoire  generate  de  la  France. 

Art.  2. 

Sont  nommes  membres  de  ce  comite  : 

MM.  Cousin,  pair  de  France,  conseiller  au  conseil  royal  de  Pinstruction  publique,  vice- 
president  du  comite ; 

Vilet,  secretaire  general  du  ministere  du  commerce,  membre  de  la  Chambre  des 
deputes ; 

Auguste  Leprevost,  depute  du  departement  de  l’Eure ; 

Pierre  Merimee,  inspecteur  general  des  monuments  historiques ; 

Victor  Hugo ; 

Ch.  Lenormant,  conservateur  adjoint  au  departement  des  medailles  antiques  de  la 
bibliotheque  royale ; 

Albert  Lenoir,  architecte; 

Didron,  secretaire  du  comite. 

Paris,  le  10  Janvier  1835.  Guizot. 


V. — Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat  au  Departement  de  Pinstruction  Publique, 
k.  M.  le  Prefet  du 

Monsieur  le  Prefet, 

Les  biblioth&ques  publiques  des  departements  sont  depuis  quarante  ans  dans  une  situation 
qu’on  peut  appeler  provisoire : formees  en  general  par  le  hasard,  sans  but,  sans  methode  ; 
collections  precieuses,  mais  presque  toujours  incoherentes,  d’ouvrages  de  tout  genre  amon- 
celes  autrefois  dans  les  monasteres,  et  transportes  pele-mfile  dans  chaque  district  du  de- 
partement, ce  sont  bien  souvent  des  depots  de  livres  plutot  que  des  bibliotheques. 

Un  tel  etat  de  choses  doit  cesser.  Je  me  propose  de  prendre  ou  de  provoquer  des  mesures 
qui  me  permettent  de  vivifier  ces  etablissements,  et  d’en  faire  un  puissant  moyen  d’instruc- 
tion,  non-seulement  en  coordonnant  leurs  richesses,  mais  en  les  augmentant,  et  surtout 
en  les  appropriant  aux  besoins  speciaux  des  populations.  J’essaierai,  en  meme  temps,  dans 
l’interet  general  de  la  science,  de  tirer  de  la  poussiere  et  de  mettre  en  circulation  les  tresors 
inconnus  qu’elles  ne  peuvent  manquer  de  receler. 

Deja,  a diverses  epoques,  le  gouvernement  a demande  a MM.  les  prefets  des  renseigne- 
ments  sur  les  bibliotheques  publiques  de  leurs  departements.  Tous  n’ont  pas  repondu  a cet 
appel,  et  ceux  qui  ont  fourni  des  renseignements  ne  sont  presque  jamais  entres  dans  des 
details  assez  circonstancies.  L’enquete  a done  ete  incomplete,  ou,  pour  mieux  dire,  elle  n’a 
pas  eu  lieu;  le  moment  est  venu  de  l’accomplir ; et  ce  sont  les  elements  de  cette  enquete 
que  je  reclame  de  vous,  monsieur  le  prefet.  Je  vous  prie,  en  me  repondant  dans  le  plus  bref 
delai  possible,  de  vous  conformer  aux  instructions  que  je  vais  vous  tracer. 

Ainsi  que  je  viens  de  vous  .le  dire,  mon  but  est  a la  fois  d’ameliorer  la  situation  presente 
des  bibliotheques,  de  les  rend're  utiles  aux  villes  qui  les  possMent,  et  de  mettre  au  jour  les 
richesses  qui  y sont  enfouies.  Je  vous  entretiendrai  d’abord  de  ce  qui  est  a faire  pour 
Famelioration  des  bibliotheques.  f 

Un  fait  m’est  signale  presque  partout : e’est  que  la  plupart  des  bibliotheques  ne  sont  fre- 
quentees  que  par  un  tres-petit  nombre  de  lecteurs.  Cette  indifference  peut  bien  provenir  en 
partie  de  l’indifference  pour  l’etude  elle-meme ; mais  elle  a encore  une  autre  cause,  savoir  : 
le  defaut  d’harmonie  entre  les  besoins,  la  direction  d’esprit  des  lecteurs,  etle  genre  d’ouvrages 
qu’on  peut  leur  offrir  en  lecture.  Dans  telle  ville  ou  l’on  etudie  la  medecine,  la  bibliotheque 
n’est  riche  qu’en  theologie ; dans  tel  autre  ou  fleurissent  les  sciences  exactes,  on  n’a  que  des 
0.33.  6 b 3 livres 
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livres  de  belles-lettres.  On  me  cite  des  ports  de  me  r qui  ne  possMent  pee  un  litre  d’hydro- 
graphie,  pas  une  carte  marine ; des  vffles  manufactankes  qui  manquent  totalement  de  trades 
de  chimie  et  de  meeanique.  ...  , ,,,  , 

La  premike  eliose  it  fade  est  de  corriger,  autant  qu’.l  se  pourra,  par  on  systisme  d echanges 
hien  entendu  cette  repartition  vicieuse  des  nchesses  litteraires  locales.  Dans  la  plupart  des 
bibliotheques,  les  memes  ouvrages  et  souvent  les  memes  editions  existent  deift  et  trois  fois. 
T1  v a nlii«  • on  trouve  dans  quelques-unes  les  premiers  volumes  d ouvrao-es  dont  un  autre 
dffij  SidJtadSffll.  infin  il  est  certaines  editions  de  luxe,  certaines  mretgs  typo- 
a-raphiques  qui  n’ont  aucun  prix  dans  telle  bibliotheque  obscure,  tandis  quelles  seraient 
facilement  echangees  contre  d’excellents  ouvrages  moms  precieux  sous  le  rapport  typo- 

^esconseilsmonicipaox,  quelles  que  fussent  lent  intelligence  et  ley  bonne  volontd  lie 
pooniient  accomplir  seals  et  par  eua-mdmes  oe  difflc.  e travail : Intervention  de  1 admi- 
nistration sup&ieure  est  indispensable  pour  rendre  les  Changes  vraiment  utiles,  non-seaie- 
ment  narce  que  les  communes  ne  sauraient  consommes  ees  spites  d alienations  sans  y etre 
dument  autorisdes,  mais  parce  que  Tautoritd  centrale  est  settle  en  position  dimpruner 
i une  telle  operation  l’unite  de  direction  sans  laquelle  on  n obtiendrmt  aucun  suecta- 
Lorsqu'une  fois,  par-  Tapplication  de  oe  systbme  d echanges,  to  fends  actuel  des  biblio- 
thbquet  aura  dte  mieux  rdparti  et  appropnd  aux  convenances  des  diverses  locality , le 
gouvernement,  bleu  instruit  de  fours  besoins,  pourra  distribuer  utilemetit  et  sans  limi- 
tation les  livres  dont  il  felt  don  cheque  amide -aux  bibliothisques  des  departements. 
Auiourd’hui,  ne  connaissant  ni  les  livres  qu’elles  possbdent,  ni  ceux  dont  elles  manquent, 
ni  ceux  qui  four  attireraient  des  lecteurs,  il  risque  de  se  temper  sans  cesse  dans  cette 
distribution.  La  mfene  mesure  qui  amdliorera  la  situation  pr&ente  des  bibliothbqnes  leur 
assurera  done  dans  l’avenir  une  amelioration  progressive.  ..  . 

Voici  monsieur  le  pr^fet,  quels  documens  sont  necessaires  a 1 administration  supeneure 
nour  mener  a bien,  de  concert  avec  les  autorites  locales,  cette  utile  operation. 

P Chaque  bibliothecaire  devra,  dans  le  plus  bref  delai,  m’adresser,  par  votre  entremise,  une 

“XusMves!1 monEur  le  prdfet,  que  le  ddcret  du  8 pluvibse  an  XI.  present  aux  blbiiothe- 
'res  de  dresser  un  inventaire  exact  des  livres  qui  leur  sont  confies.  Je  dois  done  supposei 
n cette  formality  indispensable  a ete  partout  accomplie  ; je  le  dois  d autant  plus  que  des 

, . 1 . l «+  unnnmmoralP  I PC  SBD'ftS  nlSTlOSl- 

culaires  mmisteru 
tions  de  ce  decret. 


cSmlaitemfofst&ieiles  out,  & plnsieuisf  reprises,  rappeld  et  reeommande  les  sages  disposi- 
que  dans  plus  d’une  ville,  s’il  existe  un  catalogue,  le  bibhothfaure 


peut  seul  en  avoir  la  clef,  faute  par  lui  de  s’fitre  conforme,  dans  la  redaction,  aux  di- 
visions bibliographiques  consacrees  par  l’usage.  Il  existe  des  catalogues  faits  par  oidie 
de  tablettes,  d’autres  par  ordre  alphabetique,  d autres  par  ordre  d entree  dans  la  biblio- 
theque.  Tous  ces  modes  sont  egalement  defectueux.  fl  est  desirable  que  tous  cata- 
logues soient  dresses  dans  la  forme  generalement  adoptee,  c est-a-dire  par  oidie  des 
matieres,  et  conformement  aux  cinq  grandes  divisions : theology  jurisprudence,  sciences 
et  arts,  belles  lettres  et  histoire.  Vouz  comprendrez  d’ailleurs  aisement  que,  pour  le  tia- 
vail  general  d’echange  dont  je  viens  de  vous  entretemr,  il  importe  quil  y ait,  autant  que 
cela  se  pourra,  conformity  dans  les  documents  qui  seront  consultes. 

Yeuillez  done,  monsieur  le  prefet,  si  les  catalogues  des  bibliotheques  de  votre  departe- 
ment  n’etaient  pas  dresses  selon  la  forme  convenable,  vous  concerter  avec  les  autorites 
municipales  pour  qu’ils  soient  refaits  ou  rectifies.  Mais  je  ne  me  dissimule  pas  que  ce 
travail  entrainera  necessairement  des  lenteurs  et  probablement  des  frais,  auxquels  cer- 
taines communes  ne  pourront  suffire  seules,  du  moms  dans  un  court  delai.  Jin  attendant 
done  que  les  catalogues  soient  completes  ou  reformes,  et  que  vous  men  ayez  transnus 
des  copies,  ie  vous  invite,  monsieur  le  prefet,  a m’envoyer  provisoirement  un  etat  som- 
maire  du  nombre  des  volumes  que  possede  chaque  bibliotheque  de  votre  departement, 
et  a m’indiquer  de  quelles  especes  d’ouvrages  elle  est  le  plus  abondamment  pourvue. 

Soitque  vous  m’envoyiez  cet  etat,  soit  que  vous  m’adressiez  la  copie  du  catalogue  meme, 
vous  voudrez  bien  ajouter  a cet  envoi : 

1°  La  liste  exacte  de  tous  les  ouvrages  doubles  ou  triples  ; 

2°  La  liste  des  ouvrages  d4pareilles ; 

3°  La  liste  des  ouvrages  donnes  depuis  vingt-cinq  ans  a la  bibliotheque  par  le  o'ouveme- 
ment.  On  notera  particulierement  ceux  qui,  publics  par  livraisons,  sont  demeures  mcoin- 
plets,  soit  que  l’ouvrage  ait  cesse  de  paraitre,  soit  que  l’envoi  des  livraisons  ait  ete  mtei- 
rompu  par  un  motif  quelconque ; 

4°  La  liste  des  raretes  typographiques,  editions  des  xve  et  xvie  siecles,  editions  s 
velin,  ouvrages  a figures  et  autres  livres  de  prix ; 

5°  Une  note  sur  les  depenses  et  les  ressources  de  chaque  bibliotheque,  sur  les  sommes 
affectees  a la  conservation  et  a l’achat  des  livres,  sur  les  chances  d’accroissement  du  ion  s 
de  la  bibliotheque  par  donation,  succession  ou  autre  voie ; a » 

G°  Des  renseignements  sur  le  nombre  habituel  des  lecteurs,  sur  leur  fige  et  leur  proies- 
sion,  sur  les  ouvrages  qu’ils  demandent  de  preference;  et  enfin,  l’indication  des  hvies 
qu’on  pyesumerait  devoir  amener  a la  bibliotheque  un  plus  grand  nombre  de  lecteurs 
studieux.  . . 

Je  vous  prie,  monsieur  le  prefet,  de  veiller  par  vous-meme  a ce  que  ces  mdicatioi 
me  soient  donnees.  , , N i- 

Je  passe  maintenant  au  second  objet  des  instructions  queje  vous  adresse,  c est-a-a  , 
a la  recherche  des  richesses  scientifiques  ou  litteraires  qui  demeurent  ignorees  dan 
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les  bibliotheques  ou  les  depots  des  departements,  et  qu’il  serait  interessant  de  mettre  Appendix  (S.) 
en  lumihre.  . , , ' 

A tres-peu  d’exceptions  prhs,  ce  ne  sera  pas  dans  les  livres  impnmes  que  pourront  etre  Wo.  2. 
faites  des  decouvertes  de  ce  genre : sauf  quelques  pamphlets,  quelques  histoires  locales,  Reports  of  French 
quelques  editions  de  province,  il  est  trhs-peu  de  livres  imprimes  qui  ne  soient  connus  record  Commis- 

de  nos  savants  bibliographes,  et,  sous  ce  rapport,  il  n’y  a pas  de  resultats  importants  S10n-  

A esperer.  . A . 

Mais  il  n’en  est  pas  de  meme  des  manuscrits  : jusqu  a present  aucun  travail  general  et 

complet  n’a  ete  entrepris  sur  les  manuscrits  des  bibliotheques  des  departements.  Il  est 
urgent  de  s’y  livrer. 

Les  manuscrits  des  bibliotheques  des  departements  sont  de  plusieurs  natures  : les  uns 
purement  ecclesiastiques ; ce  sont  des  bibles,  des  missels,  des  rituels,  des  psautiers,  des 

evangiles,  etc.  Les  manuscrits  de  cette  sorte  ne  peuvent  etre  precieux  que  par  leur  plus 

ou  moins  grande  antiquite,  par  la  beaute  de  l’ecriture,  la  qualite  du  velin,  la  richesse  des 
enluminures ; ils  appartiennent  a l’histoire  de  l’art,  comme  les  sculptures  de  nos  vieilles 
cathedrales.  Il  peut  etre  du  plus  haut  interet  d’en  publier  des  facsimile  qui  confinneraient 
des  exemples  deja  connus,  on  reveleraient  des  faits  entierement  nouveaux. 

Il  est  une  seconde  classe  de  manuscrits  dont  les  bibliotheques  des  departements  sont 
moins  richement  dotees,  mais  qu’il  importe  egalement  d’etudier : ce  sont  les  manuscrits 
d’ouvrages  classiques,  Grecs  ou  Romains.  On  me  signale  des  manuscrits  de  Terence,  de 
Quintilien,  de  Suetone,  de  Tite-Live,  de  Ciceron,  des  glossaires  Grecs,  des  manuscrits  pa- 
limpsestes,  etc.  Ces  manuscrits  ont-ils  ete  collationnes  avec  assez  de  soin  et  y>ar  des 
hommes  assez  habiles?  Ont-ils  meme  ete  jamais  collationnes?  Peut-on  esperer  d’y 
trouver  quelques  fragments  inconnus  des  chefs-d’oeuvre  de  l’antiquite  ? C’est  ce  dont  il 
faudra  s’assurer. 

Vient  enfin  une  troisieme  classe  de  manuscrits,  la  plus  importante  sans  doute : je  veux 
parler  des  manuscrits  qui  ont  rapport  a notre  histoire  nationale.  Il  n’est  point  de  biblio- 
theque  de  departement  qui  ne  poss&de  sinon  des  volumes,  au  moins  quelques  pieces  inedites, 
relatives  soit  a l’histoire  dela  province,  soit  a celle  de  telle  ou  telle  ville,  de  telle  ou  telle 
famille,  de  tel  ou  tel  individu.  Quelquefois  ces  manuscrits  ne  sont  pas  anciens  : ce  sont 
des  copies  de  chartes,  des  journaux,  des  recueils  d’anecdotes  ecrits  par  quelque  ecclesias- 
tique,  par  quelque  amateur  patient  et  laborieux.  Ces  pieces,  quelle  que  soit  leur  date,  n’en 
ont  pas  moins  leur  prix.  Tout  est  a consulter,  tout  est  il  recueillir  en  ce  genre.  Sans  doute 
les  bibliotheques  de  France  ne  nous  fourniront  pas  toutes,  comme  celle  de  Besangon,  l’im- 
mense  et  precieuse  correspondance  d’un  cardinal  Granvelle,  ou  comme  celle  de  Poitiers,  les 
recherches  et  les  compilations  d’un  Dom  Fonteneau ; mais  partout  il  se  trouvera  quelques 
materiaux  plus  ou  moins  incomplets,  qu’il  importera  de  reunir. 

Un  tel  travail  serait  imparfait  si  l’on  se  bornait  a faire  des  recherches  dans  les  bibliotheques 
publiques  ; il  est  d’autres  dep6ts,  savoir : les  archives  departementales  et  communales,  qui 
sont  peut-etre  encore  plus  riches  en  documents  de  ce  genre.  Rien  n’est  plus  desirable 
qu’un  depouillement  exact  de  ces  archives.  Je  sais  qu’il  n’est  peut-etre  pas  quinze  villes  en 
France  oh  ce  depouillement  soit  seulement  ebauche  ; je  sais  que  pour  mener  a fin  une  telle 
entreprise  il  faudra,  non-seulement  faire  quelques  depenses,  mais  attendre  plusieurs  annees. 

Quoi  qu’il  en  soit,  il  faut  commencer,  et  temoigner  des  a present  le  ferme  dessein  d’accom- 
plir  cette  ceuvre.  Veuillez  done,  monsieur  le  prefet,  aviser  aux  mesures  necessaires  pour 
faire  dechiffrer  et  cataloguer  les  archives  departementales  et  communales  de  votre  departe- 
ment. Si  vous  n’avez  pas  sous  la  main  des  personnes  capables,  ou  si  tel  autre  obstacle  vous 
arrete,  vous  voudrez  bien  m’en  avertir;  je  m’appliquerai  a vous  transmettre  promptement, 
ou  du  moins  a preparer  les  moyens  de  vous  seconder.  En  attendant,  je  vous  prie  de  pres- 
crire  a tous  les  bibliothecaires  de  votre  departement  de  m’adresser  un  catalogue  des  manu- 
scrits de  tout  genre  confies  a leur  garde.  Ce  catalogue  ne  devra  pas  etre  un  simple 
inventaire,  mais  une  revue,  une  liste  raisonnee,  contenant  des  indications  sommaires  sur  les 
matieres  traitees  dans  les  manuscrits,  sur  le  nombre  des  feuillets,  sur  la  conservation  et  la 
beaute  des  caracteres,  vignettes,  etc.  etc. 

Tels  sont,  monsieur  le  prefet,  les  renseignemens  dont  j’ai  besoin  pour  atteindre  le  but  que 
je  me  propose,  et  qui-  doit  avoir,  pour  les  villes  en  particulier  comme  pour  la  science  en 
general,  de  si  precieux  resultats.  J’attache  une  grande  importance  a ce  qu’ils  me  soient 
exactement  et  promptement  adresses.  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  MM.  les  maires  et  les  conseillers 
municipaux  ne  soient  disposes  a vous  seconder ; ne  negligez  rien  pour  leur  faire  apprecier 
tous  les  avantages  que  les  localites  retireront  d’un  semblable  travail  et  pour  vous  assurer 
de  leur  concours.  De  mon  cote,  convaincu  qu’il  est  de  l’interet  general  du  pays  que  le 
zele  local  soit  encourage  et  soutenu  dans  toutes  les  entreprises  de  ce  genre,  j ’examinerai  si 
quelques  mesures  legislatives  ne  seraient  pas  necessaires  a cet  effet,  et  j’espere  que  le  Roi 
m’autorisera,  s’il  y a lieu,  a les  provoquer. 

Recevez,  monsieur  le  prefet,  l’assurance  de  ma  consideration  distinguee. 

Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat 
au  Departement  de  l’lnstruction  Publique, 

Paris,  le  Novembre  1833.  Guizot. 


VII. — Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat  au  Department  de  l’lnstruction  Publique,  a MM.  les 
Membres  composant  la  Societe . 

Messieurs, 

J e vois,  par  les.  renseignements  que  j ’ai  recueillis  sur  les  diverses  societes  savantes  etablies 
dans  les  departements,  que  leur  situation  ne  repond  pas  toujours  au  but  de  leur  institu- 
0.33.  6 s 4 tion, 
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Appendix  <M  tion,  ni  m d&tas  de  leurs  honorebles  membres  et  quMles~ne  possMent  pas  tons  les 

?P 1 ‘ moyens  d’aetion  doat  dies  out  besoin,  ni  tout*  1’mSuence  qu’elles  ponrment  exercer 

No: ».  Deux  conditions  de  succ&s  me  paraissent  manquer  surtout  aux  societies  savantes,  1 encou- 

Reports  of  French  ™,ment  et  la  publieite.  Deli,  Mnertie  des  societes  elles-memes  qui  se  sentant,  en  quelque 
Record  Commis-  s0°te  abandonees,  n’apportent  pas  toujours  dans  leurs  travaux  1 activite  et  1 esprit  de  suite 

sion.  sans  ieSquels  on  n’obtient  que  des  resultats  trhs-bornes  et  fugitifs  De  la,  aussi,  1 mdifFe- 

rence  du  public  qui,  n’etant  point  tenu  au  courant  des  efforts  des  homines  eclaires^dont  se 
composent  les  societes  savantes,  ne  les  seconde  pas  de  son  influence,  penr  trop 

souvent  des  germes  heureux  qui  mentaient  qu’on  prit  som  de  leur  developpement  Com- 
bien  de  nobles  esperances,  combien  d’utiles  tentatives  sont  ainsi  demeurees  mfructueuses  ! 
Les  esprit®  les  plus  actifs  se  refroidissent,  la  tristesse  et  le  discouragement  semparent  des 
ames,  lorsque  le  zele  n’est  pas  soutenu,  jusqu’a  un  certain  point,  par  la  sympathie  et  le 

SU<Pour  mettre  un  terme  a ce  facheux  etat  de  choses,  il  faut,  d’une  part,  que  les  societes 
savantes  recoivent  du  gouvernement,  protecteur  naturel  de  1 activite  mtellectuelle  aussi  bien 
aue  de  l’activite  materielle  du  pays,  un  encouragement  soutenu ; de  1 autre,  que  leurs  travaux 
soient  effectivement  portes  a la  connaissance  du  public.  Les  plus  sur  moyen,  je  pense, 
d’arriver  a ce  double  resultat,  c’est  d’instituer,  entre  ces  societies  et  le  mimstere  de  1 instruc- 
tion publique,  des  relations  frequentes  et  regulieres.  . , , . 

II  ne  s’a°it  ici,  messieurs,  d’aucune  centralisation  et  d affaires  et  de  pouvoir.  Je  n ai  nul 
dessein  de  porter  atteinte  a la  liberte,  a ’individuality  des  societes  savantes,  m de  leur 
imposer  quelque  organisation  generate  ou  quelque  idee  dommante.  11  s agit  umquement 
de  leur  transmettre,  d’un  centre  commun,  les  moyens  de  travail  et  de  succ6s  qm  ne  sau- 
raient  leur  venir  d’ailleurs,  et  de  recueillir,  a ce  meme  centre,  les  fruits  de  leur  activite,  pour 
les  repandre  dans  une  sphere  etendue.  Loin  qu’une  telle  mesure  puisse  rien  fa.ire  perdre 
aux  societes  savantes  de  leur  independance  ou  de  leur  importance  locale,  elle  doit,  au  con- 
traire,  l’assurer  et  l’accroitre,  en  dormant  plus  d’efficacitd  et  de  portee  a leurs  efforts. 
A l’aide  de  ces  communications  habituelles  et  reciproques,  les  materiaux  et  les  resultats  des 
travaux  intellectuels  ne  seront  plus  exclusivement  accumules  dans  un  depot  unique ; lls 
penetreront  partout : les  hommes  instruits  echapperont  amsi^  aux  inconvenients  de  1 isole- 
ment,  et  pourront,  sans  se  deplacer,  se  livrer  avec  confiance  a des  etudes  devenues  et  plus 
faciles  et  plus  profitables.  . . „ . . , 

Enfin,  il  est  un  genre  particulier  de  travaux  executes  a Pans,  et  pour  lesquels  une  cor- 
respondance  assidue  entre  le  gouvernement  et  les  societes  savantes  departementales  serait 
de  la  plus  haute  importance : je  veux  parler  des  recherches  qui  seront  mcessamment  entre- 
prises  sur  tous  les  points  du  royaume,  pour  mettre  en  lumiere  les  monuments  inedits  lelatifs 
a l’histoire  de  France.  Tant  de  richesses  enfouies  dans  les  departements  ne  peuvent  etre 
recueillies  que  sur  les  lieux  et  par  les  soins  des  hommes  qui  sont  restes,  en  quelque  tagon, 
les  seuls  depositaires  des  anciennes  traditions  locales.  Cest  prmcipalement  dans  cette 
circonstance  que  la  cooperation  active  des  societes  savantes  et  de  leurs  nombreux  corres- 
pondants  pourra  fournir  beaucoup  de  lumieres,  epargner  beaucoup  de  missions  speciales,  de 
temps,  de  depenses,  et  concourir  puissamment  a 1’illustration  de  notre  histoire  nationale. 

Je  me  propose,  messieurs,  afin  de  parvenir,  s’il  est  possible,  a ces  resultats, 

1°  D’etablir,  entre  le  ministere  de  l’instruction  publique  et  les  chyerses  societes  savantes 
des  departements,  une  correspondance  regultere.  Les  societes  me  feront  connaitre  les  tra- 
vaux dont  elles  s’occupent  ou  voudraient  s’occuper,  ce  qui  leur  manque  en  ressources  de 
tout  eenre,  livres,  instruments  de  travail,  renseignements  scientifiques,  etc.^  J e m appli- 
querai  de  mon  cote  a leur  procurer  ce  qui  pourrait  leur  etre  necessaire  et  a les  seconder 
autant  qu’il  sera  en  mon  pouvoir ; .. 

2°  De  faire  publier,  chaque  annee,  sous  les  auspices  du  gouvernement,  un  recueil  conte- 
nant  quelques-uns  des  memoires  les  plus  importants  presentes  aux  principales  societes 
savantes  du  royaume,  et,  en  outre,  un  compte  rendu  sommaire  des  travaux  de  toutes  les 
socidtes,  redige,  soit  d’apres  leurs  propres  comptes  rendus,  soit  d apres  les  relations  qu  elles 
m’auront  adressees  et  les  indications  qu’elles  m’auront  fournies.  , 

Ce  recueil  serait  un  veritable  monument  de  l’activite  intellectuelle  du  pays,  en  tant  du 
moins  qu’elle  s’exerce  et  se  manifeste  par  la  voie  des  societes  savantes. 

Un  dernier  motif,  messieurs,  me  porte  encore  a cette  mesure,  et  je  n hesite  point  a vous 
l’indiquer.  Au  moment  oh  l’instruction  populaire  se  repand  de  toutes  parts,  et  oi\  les  ettor  s 
dont  elle  est  l’objet  amenent,  dans  les  classes  nombreuses  qui  sont  vouees  au  travail 
manuel,  un  mouvement  d’esprit  energique,  il  importe  beaucoup  que  les  classes  aisees,  qu 
se  livrent  au  travail  intellectuel,  ne  se  laissent  point  aller  a 1 indifference  et  a.  1 apatme. 
Plus  l’instruction  elementaire  deviendra  generale  et  active,  plus  il  est  necessaire  que 
hautes  etudes,  les  grand  travaux  scientifiques  soient  egalement  en  progres.  bi  le  mou 
ment  intellectuel  allait  toujours  croissant  dans  les  masses  pendant  que  1 inertie  reSne^ ' 
dans  les  regions  elevees  de  la  societe,  il  en  resulterait  tot  ou  tard  une  dangereuse  pertui  - 
tion.  Je  regarde  done  comme  un  devoir  impose  an  gouvernement,  dans  1 interet  socia  , 
preter  egalement  son  appui,  et  d’imprimer,  autant  qu’il  est  en  lui,  une  impulsion  harmoniqu 
a toutes  les  etudes,  a la  science  haute  et  pure  aussi  bien  qu’a  l’instruction  pratique 

^ Il  appartient  aux  societes  savantes  d’exercer  a cet  egard  une  salutaire  influence,  Pu‘s" 
qu’elles  renferment  dans  leur  sein  l’elite  des  hommes  remarquables  par  leur  instruction,  leu 
position  sociale,  leur  gout  eclaire  pour  les  sciences  et  les  lettres.  ^ • 

Je  ne  doute  pas,  messieurs,  que  vous  ne  vous  empressiez  de  eooperer  aux  eftorts  que  j 
me  propose  de  faire  dans  ce  dessein.  J’ai  done  l’honneur  de  vous  inviter : 
lo  A me  faire  connaitre,  d’une  manihre  precise  et  detaiflee,  l’objet  liabituel  des  ti'ava 
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de  votre  societe,  et  les  occupations  speciales  auxquelles  elle  desirerait  se  livrer,  soit  qu’elle  Appendix  (S.) 
ait  l’intention  de  s’y  livrer  tout  entiere,  soit  qu’elle  veuille  en  charger  quelques-uns  de  - 

seB  besoms,  et,  en  g&faal,  tout  ce  qui  lui  manque  pour  atteindre  Plus  ^eScenmS-1' 
surement  le  but  qu’elle  se  propose ; . sion. 

30  A me  communiquer  la  liste  complete  de  ses  membres  et  tous  les  reglements  qui  la  

regissent;  ,, 

4°  Enfin,  a m’envoyer,  chaque  annee,  un  compte  rendu  de  ses  travaux,  et  inn,  au  moms, 
des  principaux  memoires  qui  lui  auront  ete  presentes,  afin  que  je  puisse,  de  mon  cote, 
prendre  connaissance  des  ouvrages  les  plus  importants  des  diverses  societes,  et  recueillir 
ainsi  les  materiaux  du  compte  rendu  general. 

Vous  voudrez  bien  m’adresser  votre  correspondance  par  l’mtermediaire  de  M.  le  preiet  qe 
votre  departement.  . . . 

Agreez,  messieurs,  1’assurance  de  ma  consideration  tres-distinguee. 

Le  Ministre  Secretaire  d’Etat 
au  Departement  de  l’Instruction  Publique, 

Paris,  le  23  Juillet  1834.  Guizot. 


Appendix  (T.) 

PAPERS  RELATING  TO  MR.  ROWLEY  LASCELLES. 


Appendix  (T.) 

EXTRACT  from  a Letter  of  Lord  Redesdale,  dated  30  September  1828,  in  answer  to  “ — “ 

one  of  Mr.  Lascelles,  on  the  subject  of  future  Public  Employment  after  completing  the  Bxtract  Lelter 
Liber  Hibernije.  from  Lorc]  Redes- 

« Should  Mr.  Goulburn  condescend  to  apply  to  me  on  your  subject,  I can  only  repeat  daletoMr.Lascelles. 
what  1 have  already  said,  to  which  it  seems  Mr.  Goulburn  is  little  disposed  to  pay  attention. 

I very  much  fear,  therefore,  that  you  will  be  finally  treated  as  my  unfortunate  nephew  has 
been  treated.” 

To  Rowley  Lascelles,  Esq. 


COPY  of  the  Note  from  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  the  King’s  Printer,  No>  2 

25  September  1830.  gir  Charles  Flint’s 

Sir  Charles  Flint  presents  his  compliments  to  the  King’s  Printer,  and  requests  to  be  ^ote  to  the  Kings 
informed  of  the  amount  of  the  expense  to  complete  the  printing  of  the  remainder  of  the  ‘ g 

second  volume  of  Mr.  Lascelles’  work  (exclusive  of  any  index),  as  also  the  amount  of  . any  or- 
additional  expense  that  may  have  been  incurred  in  printing  the  work  since  the  last  account 
was  furnished  by  the  King’s  Printer. 

Irish  Office,  London,! 

25  Sept.  1830.  / 


— No.  3.  — 

THE  King’s  Printer’s  Letter,  31  October  1831,  to  Mr.  Lascelles,  containing  the  Under- 
secretary’s Note  to  him  about  completing  the  Liber  Hibernije.  . No.  3. 

- King’s  Printer’s 

Dear  Sir,  , Letter  to 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  upon  my  making  a communication  to  you  of  bir  Charles  Mr.  Lascelles- 

Flint’s  letter  of  the  25th  September  1830,  you  came  to  our  office,  and  thereupon  made  up  an  

Estimate  of  the  Unfinished  Parts,  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  that  letter. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  your’s  very  truly, 

His  Majesty’s  Printing  Office,  Robert  Spottiswoode. 

31  October  1831. 
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I —LIST  of  the  Principal  Headings  contained  in  the  following  Index, 
with  the  Page  of  the  Index  at  which  they  will  be  respectively  found, 

II. — LIST  of  Offices,  &c.,  respecting  which  Evidence  was  given  before 
the  Committee,  with  the  Names  of  the  Witnesses  examined. 


I. — Alphabetical  List  of  the  Principal  Headings. 
Accounts 

1.  Analysis  of  Accounts  -------- 

2.  Mode  of  keeping  Accounts  ------- 

3.  Audit  of  Accounts  -------- 

4.  Correspondence  -------- 

Acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament  ------- 

Agenda  ------------ 

Agents  --------  ---- 

Anglo-Saxon  Laws  - --  --  --  -- 

Anglo-Saxon  Manuscripts  -------- 

Antiquarian  Society  --------- 

Appendixes  - - - 

Augmentation  Office: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  -- 

2.  Custody  of  - --  --  --  -- 

3.  State  of  Building,  Indexes,  Calendars  - 

4.  Consequence  of  burning  of  Houses  of  Parliament 

5.  Fees  past  and  present  ------- 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - 

Authority  of  the  Commission  - - - - • " 

Bank  of  England  ---------- 

Battle  of  Hastings  - --  --  --  -- 

Board  of  Commissioners  - 


x 

x 

2 

2 


3 

4 
4 
4 


4>  5 


5 

6 
6 
6 
7 
7 

7 

8 
9 


Booksellers  : 

1.  Opinion  that  publication  of  Records  might  be  undertaken  by  private  means  - xo 

2.  Opinions  of  the  impossibility  of  Booksellers  os-  others  publishing  such  works 

as  Records  - - - - - - - - - - - - xo 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - - - io 


Books : 

1.  Pus-chased  by  Commission  - 

2.  Used  by  Secretary  ------- 

3.  Used  by  Sub-commissioners  and  Editors  - 

Bracton  - --  --  --  --  - 

Britain,  History  of  - 

British  Museum  - --  --  --  -- 

Britton  - --  --  --  --  - 

Brougham,  Lord  - --  --  --  -- 

Buildings  - --  --  --  --  - 

Calendarium  Hceredum  -------- 

Calendars  : 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  - 

2.  To  Works  published  by  the  Record  Commission  - 

Caley,  Mr.  - - - - - - 

o-33-  6 D 


- xx 

- xx 


13 


- 13 

- 13 

- 14 

- 14 

- 14 

- 15 

Cartularies 
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I.— Alphabetical  List  of  the  Principal  Healings— continued. 


Cartularies 
Catalogues  - 

Catalogues  by  Mr.  Cole  -------- 

Chancellor’s  Roll  - - - ' - 

Chancery  Records: 

1.  Generally  -------- 

2.  Fees  - . ~ 

3.  Indexes 

Chapter  House , Westminster: 

1.  Generally  -------- 

2.  Fees  - - - _ " “ 

3.  Indexes  - 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - 

Charter  Rolls  - 

Chronicles  ^ -----  - 

Close  Rolls: 

1.  Generally  -------- 

2.  Indexes  --------- 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - 

Clubs  ------- 

Cole,  Mr.  - - --  --  -- 

College  of  Arms  

Commissioners  of  Records 

Committees  of  Record  Commissioners  - 

Common  Pleas  ------- 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  RECORD  COMMISSION : 

1.  Generally  - - — - 

2.  Opinions  in  favour  of  the  present  and  unsalaried  Board 

3.  Opinions  in  favour  of  the  alteration  and  salaried  Board 

4.  Official  Appointments,  advantages  and  disadvantages  - 

5.  Supervision  of  recommended 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - 


- l5 

- 15 

- 16 

- 16 

1 6, 17 

- 17 

- !7 

- 17 

- 18 

- 18 

- 18 

- 18 

- 18 


- !9 

- 19 

- 19 

- 19 

- 21 

- 22 

- 22 


- 22 


23 

23 

24 
24 
24 
24 


Cornwall,  Duchy  of: 

1.  Generally 

2.  Documents  belonging  to,  found  in  Augmentation  Office 

3.  Public  and  private  Documents  - - 

4.  Fees  - --  --  --  -- 

5.  Indexes 

6.  Searches 

7.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - 
Corporation  Commission  ------ 

Correspondence  - --  --  --  - 

County  Histories  ------- 

Courts  of  Law  ; 

1.  Arrangement  of  Records  - - - - - 

2.  Evidence  ------- 

3.  Fees  - - - --  --  - 

4.  Indexes  -------- 

Curice  Regis  Rotuli  ------- 

Custody  of  Records  ------- 

Debts  and  Liabilities : 

1.  Generally , - - - - " 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - 

Denmark  - --  --  --  -- 


- 29 

- 30 

- 30 

- 30 

- 30 

- 30 

- 30 

- 30 

- 31 

- 31 

- 31 

- 31 

- 31 

- 31 

- 32 

- 32 

- 33 

- 33 

- 33 

Distribution 
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I. — Alphabetical  List  of  the  Principal  Headings — continued. 

Page  of 

Distribution  of  Record  Publications  ---------  33 

Docket  Books  -----------  - -£<\ 

Doomsday  Book  -------------  34 

Ecclesiastical  Courts  - - -----35 

Ecclesiastical  Survey ----  -35 

Edinburgh  Registry  Office: 

1.  Building  - - - - - - " “ “ “ ”35 

2.  Fees  - --  --  --  --  " - - - 35 

3.  Indexes  and  Calendars  - --  --  --  --  -36 

4.  Records  ----------“--36 

Editors: 

1.  English  Records  - --  --  --  --  --  36 

2.  French  Records  - --  --  --  --  --36 

FZZis,  Sir  j£T.  -------------  37 

Engagements  -------------  - 37 

Equitable  Jurisdiction  - --  --  --  --  --  - 37 

Estimates  - --  --  --  --  --  --  -37 

Evidence  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 38 

Exchequer  Records  - - - --  - -----38 

Expenditure  -------------  - 3^ 

.Fees  - --  --  --  --  --  --  --39 

Finance  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 40 

Fine  Rolls: 

1.  Indexes  -------------40 

2.  Editing  and  Printing  - - - - - - - - - -40 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - - -40 

Firsi  Fruits  Office  - ----------  40 

Fleta  --------- 41 

Foreign  Collections  - --  --  --  --  --  -41 

French  Government  - - - - - ' " “ “ " " - 41 

French  Record  Commission: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  --  --  -42 

2.  Expenditure  - -----------  42 

3.  Printing  - --  --  --  --  --  -42 

4.  Publications  ------------42 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - -42 

Gay,  Mr.  C.  - - - 43 

Genealogical  Inquirers  - --  --  --  --  ---43 

General  Record  Office  : 

1.  Opinions  in  favour  ---------  - 43,  44 

2.  Opinions  against  - --  --  --  --  --  44 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - • - -44 

General  Report  - --  --  --  --  --  --44 

Grants  by  Parliament  - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ “45 

Manse  Towns  - ~ ------  47 

Hardy,  Mr.  --------------48 

Historical  Inquiries,  Use  of  Record  Publications  - - - - - - -50 

Historical  Works 

Indexes  : 

1.  Generally  - --  --  - -----53 

2.  Chronological  and  Topographical  - --  --  --  -53 

3.  Private  Indexes  - --  --  --  --  --  53 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - 53*  54 

Indexes  ( Ireland ) - ,---------““-54 

0.33.  s *>3 
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T — Alphabetical  List  of  the  Principal  Headings  continued. 

Page  of 
Index. 

India  54 

Inquisitiones  post  Mortem  - - ~ " “ “ " " “ “ 54 

Irish  Manuscripts  - - - " ‘ " “ " " " " “54 

Keepers  of  Records  - - ~ ~ ~ " “ “ “ " “55 

King’s  Bench: 

1.  Generally  ------------  5^ 

2.  Indexes  -----------  - “ 56 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - --  --  --  -56 

King's  Printers  -------------  56 

King’s  Remembrancer : 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  --  --  - 57 

2.  Arrangement  ------------  57 

3.  Fees  -------------  57 

4.  Removal  - - - - ~ ~ ~ “ ' " " “ “57 

5.  State  of  Records  -----------  57 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - --  --  --  - 57 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  --  --  - 58 

2.  Fees - “ “ “ “ “58 

3.  Indexes  -----  - 58 

4.  Public  and  Private  Documents  --------  58 

Land  Revenue  Office,  RECORDS  OF  - --  --  --  - 58,  59 

Liber  Hibernia  - --  --  - - - --  --  - 60 

Libraries: 

1.  Distribution  of  Publications  of  Record  Commissions  -----  60 

2.  Foreign  Libraries  searched  - - - ’ - - - - 61 

3.  Returns  to  Commissioners  of  Records  , - - - - - - -61 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - - - 61 

Lingard,  Dr.  - --  --  --  --  --  --  61 

Literary  Searchers  - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - - 61 

Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  - - - --Q^ 

2.  Arrangement  ------------  6a 

3.  Fees  -------  - -----  62 

4.  Indexes  ------------  - 62 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  --------  62 

Manuscripts  -----------  - - -63 

Ministers’  Accounts  - --  --  --  --  - --65 

Miscellaneous  Records: 

1.  King’s  Remembrancer  - --  --  --  --  - 65 

2.  Rolls  - --  -- 65 

3.  Tower  - - - - - - - - - - - -66 

National  Archives  - - - - - - - - - - -66 

Nonce  Rolls  - 68 

Norman  Rolls  - --  --  --  --  --  --68 

• Oblata  Rolls  - --  --  --  --  --  --  68 

Parliamentary  Writs  ------------71 

Patent  Rolls: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  --  --  - 71 

2.  Index  - --  --  --  --  --  --  72 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - --  --  --  - 72 

Pedes  Finium  for  Richard  and  John  - - - - - - - - -72 

Pell 
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I. — Alphabetical  List  of  the  Principal  Headings — continued. 

Page  of 

Pell  Office:  Iudex- 

1.  Arrangement  ----------  - - 72 

2.  Fees  - --  --  --  --  --  --  72 

3.  Index  - - - - - - ~ " ~ " ' 7- 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - ■ - ~ - ~ 72 

Pensions  - --  --  --  --  --  --  - 72 

Petrie,  Mr.  --------------73 

Petty  Bag  Office  ---------  - 73 

Pipe  Office: 

1.  State  of  Records  ---------  - "74 

2.  .Bad  State  of  the  Office  ---------  - 74 

3.  -Fees  - --  --  --  --  --  --  74 

4.  Index  - --  --  --  --  --  --  74 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - - “74 

Pipe  BoFs  -------------  - 75 

Prefaces  : 

1.  Generally  - ----------75 

2.  To  particular  Works  - --  --  --  ---75 

Presents  of  Works  of  Commission  - - - - - - - - - -76 

Price  of  publication  of  Record  Commission  - - - - - - - 7® 

Printing  : 

1.  Generally  _____  ------  7® 

2.  Authority  of  the  Board  for  printing  -------- 

3.  Comparative  advantage  of  printing  and  arranging  - - - - 77 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - .-  "77 

Private  Acts  - -'  - - - - - - - - - "77 

Private  Records  - --  --  --  --  --  --  77 

Privy  Council,  Acts  and  Ordinances  of: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  --  --  -77 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - - - - - - 78 

Privy  Seals  -------------  - 78 

Publicaton  of  Records: 

1.  Generally  - --  --  --  --  --  - 80 

2.  Value  of  the  works  published  to  Authors  -------  80 

3.  Expense  of  Publications  - - - - - - - - - 81 

4.  Sale  of  Publications  of  Commissioners  -------  81 

5.  Publications  of former  Commission  alleged  to  be  imperfect, from  want  of  arrange- 
ment in  Record  Offices  - - - - - - - - - - 81 

6.  Selection  of  works  generally  - - - - - - - - 81 

7.  Of  the  present  Commission  in  particular  -------  82 

8.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee : 

i.  Generally  - - - - - - - - - - - 82 

ii.  Works  printed,  compiled  and  transcribed  ------  82 

iii.  Expense,  cost  and  number  sold  -------  82 

Receipts  and  Expenditure  - --  --  --  --  --  83 

Record  Offices  - --  --  --  --  --  --83 

Records: 

1.  Access  to  Records  - --  --  --  --  --  84 

2.  Arrangement  of  Records  ----------84 

3.  Dispersion  of,  in  various  Offices  ------->--84 

4.  Removal  of  , and  injury  sustained  - - - - - - - -85 

5.  Sale  of  public  Records  as  private  property  - - - - - - - 85 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - --  --  --  -85 

0.33.  6 d 3 Records 
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I.-Alphabeticai  List  of  the  Pmkcifal  Headings-*, ntinued. 

Records,  Ireland  ------ 

Records,  Scotland  - 
Remuneration  - 

Report  Office  - ~ 

Returns  to  Parliament  - 

Rolls  Chapel  : 

1.  Arrangement  of  Records  - 

2.  Inconvenient  as  a deposit  for  Records  - 

3.  Custody  of  Records  - 

4.  Fees  - ~ ~ ~ 

5.  Indexes  - - - - 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - ~ 

Rolls,  Master  of  - " " - 

Rotuli  Selecti  ~ 

Rymer’s  Fcedera  : 

1.  Generally 

2.  Appendix  - - - — 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  ------ 

Salaries  - ~ ~ ~ _ 

Secretary  ------ 

Selection  from  Exchequer  Records 
Seisins,  Registry  of  Scotland  - 

Six  Clerks  Office  - 
Somerset  House  - 
State  Paper  Office: 

1.  Arrangement,  Access  and  Indexes 

2.  Publications  by  Government  - 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - 

Statutes  - - -• 

Stevenson,  Mr.  - 

Sub-commissioner 

Suspended  Works  , 

Tenders  for  Printing 

Testa  de  Neville  ------ 

Tithes  - - 

Topography  - 

Tower: 

1.  Arrangement,  Access  and  Building  - 

2.  Fees  - 

3.  Indexes  - - ~ ~ ~ 

4.  Transcripts  r - " . 

5.  Papers  laid  before,  the  Committee : 

i.  Progress  in  Arrangement  - 

ii.  Reports  - 

iii.  Chancery  Records  at  the  Tower 

iv.  Miscellaneous  Records 

v.  Letter  from  Mr.  Petrie  ------  ~ 

Transcribers,  School  of  - - - - - 

Transcripts: 

1.  Generally  ------- 

, 2.  Rates  of  Payment 

Treasury  - 

Treasury,  ancient  Calendars  and  Inventories 


Page  of 

- 86 
- 86 
- 86 
■-  87 
- 87 


9°>  91 

- 9i 

- 9i 

. - 91 

- 92 

- 92 

- 93 

- 93 

- 93 

- 95 

- 95 

- 95 

- 95 

- 96 

- 97 

- 98 

- 99 

- 99 
-:  100 

- 100 


- xoo/ 

- 101 
-.  101 

- 101 

- 101 

- 101 
101, 102 

- 102 
- 102 
- 102 

- 102 
- 102 

- 103 
- 103 
Unpaid 
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’ I. Alphabetical  List  of  the  Principal  Headings— continued. 

Page  of 
Index. 

Unpaid  Labour  - --  --  --  --  --  --  104 

Van  Jtaumer  - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ “ ~ " " “ l-°4 


Valor  Ecclesiasticus: 

1.  Errors  in  the  printed  Edition  - - - - - ~ - - -104 

2.  Discovery  of  Documents  which  should  have  formed  part  of  the  Work  - 104,  105 

Verdict  Rolls  : 

1.  Common  Pleas  - --  - - --  --  --  105 

2.  Exchequer,  Law  Side  - - - - - - - ~ -105 

3.  Kings  Bench  - - - - - - - - - - - -105 

Westminster  Hall  - - - - - - ■**  ■ - ■ - - ~ -106 

Wills - 107 

Year  Books  - ----------  -108 


II. — LIST  of  Offices,  &c.,  respecting  which  Evidence  was  given  before  the 
Committee,  with  the  Names  of  the  Witnesses  examined. 


ENGLAND. 

Antiquarian  Society  : Gurney,  Hudson,  5078-5106,  5213-5233.  Merivale,  J.  Her- 
man,  5573-6687.  Nichols,  X B.,  58/)  2-5877.  Taylor,  Edgar,  6151-6183. 

Arms,  College  of  : Beltz,  George  Ludwith,  6694-6750. 

Augmentation  Office:  Adlingion,  J.  E.,  4793-4828.  Boteler,  H.  F.,  6101-6120. 
Cole,  Mr.,  3331-4954,  7906-7911.  Cooper,  Charles  Burton,  1-1281,  1474- 
2.969,  7692-8163.  Gage,  John,  4984-5077.  Grimaldi,  Stacey,  6494-6630. 
Hardy,  T.  D.,  3521-3724.  Hewlett,  W.  H.,  530-824.  Protheroe,  Edward,  1282- 
1669,  1965-2156,  3352,  3353.  Vincent,  William  Henry,  1670-1751. 

British  Museum  : CoZe,  Mr.,  3331-4954,  7906-7911.  Cooper,  Charles  Burton,  7962- 
8163.  Ellis,  Sir  H.,  5540-5591.  Hardy,  T.  D.,  3521-3724.  Hodgson,  John, 
3360-3386.  Madden,  Sir  F.,  5063-5537.  Brotheroe,  Edward,  1282-1669,  1965- 
2156,3352,3353. 

Chancery  Records  : Cooper,  Charles  Purton,  1-1281,  1474-2969,  7692-8163.  Drewe, 
David,  6690-6693.  Freshfield,  J.  William,  jun.,  8075-8697.  . Merivale,  J.  Her- 
man, 5573-6687.  Parkes,  Joseph,  4374-4413.  Petrie,  Henry,  3387-3576. 
Standen,  John  Henry,  6254-6265.  Sugden,  Sir  Edward,  7981-8042.  Vice-Chan- 
cellor, 6657—6689.  Wether  ell.  Sir  Charles,  5984-6055. 

Chapter  House,  Westminster:  Cooper,  C.  P.,  1-1281,  1474-2969,  7692-8163. 
Gage,  John,  4984-5077.  Grimaldi,  Stacey,  6494-6630.  Kempe,  Alfred  John, 
6184-6198.  Pa/grave,  Sir  F.,  4115-4266,  5258-5272.  Merivale,  John  II., 
5573-6687.  Phillips,  Sir  Thomas,  7476-7577. 

College  of  Arms:  Beltz,  George  Ludwith,  6694-6750. 

Common  Pleas:  Cooper,  Charles  Purton,  1-1281,  1474-2969,  7692-8163.  Hewlett,  W. 
II.,  530-824.  Illingworth,  William,  827-991.  Leake,  William,  6123-6150. 

Cornwall,  Duchy  of  : Abbott,  Thomas,  2962^-3053*.  Cole,  3331-4954,  7906-7911. 

Coode,  Henry,  3990-4050.  Cooper,  Charles  Purton,  1-1281,  7692-8163.  Hardy, 
T.  D.,  3521-5724. 

Courts  of  Law  : Freshfield,  J.  W.,  jun.,  8075-8097:  Grimaldi,  Stacey,  6494-6630.  Lynd- 
hurst.  Lord,  8192-8217.  Sugden,  Sir  Edward,  7981-8042. 

Crown  Office:  Cooper,  Charles  P.,  1-1281,  1474-2969,  7692-8163. 

Examiner’s  Office  : Leake,  William,  6 1 23-6 f 50.  Spence,  George,  5783-5840. 

Exchequer  Office  : Cooper,  C.  P.,  1-1281,  1474-2969,  7692-8163.  Eden,  Arthur 
7264-7309.  Freshfield,  J.  W.,  jun.,  8075-8097.  Grimaldi,  Stacey,  6494-6630. 
Leake,  William,  6123-6150.  Protheroe,  Edward,  1282-1669,  1965-2156,  3352, 
3353- 

0.33.  6D4  First 
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Office  : Cole,  3331-4964,  7906-7911.  Cooper,  C.  Pmton,  1-1281,  1474- 
7692-8163.  Gunthorpe,  George,  7220-7263. 


ayuy,  yuy-  oivo.  -1  ' - - - . 

Cl  Office  - AmdonMordm-neU^m.  Illingworth,  William,  827-991. 

G"‘  iSL.  JH*.  LyndhuU , Loid,  8192-8017.  Littledale,  Mr.  Jus- 
to  Sl-Ssia  Merivale,  J.  H„  5673 -8O87.  Po/gioos  Sir  F.,  4115-4066, 
5258-5272.  Parlies,  Joseph,  4374-4413-  Sir  7981-8942. 

Wet  her  ell,  Sir  Charles,  5984-6055. 

INROI.ME NT  Office:  Spence,  George,  57.83-5840. 

W.  I 560-80;"  Sfe  , TO&J  6123-6150.  »r  P,  4H5-4266, 

5258-5272. 

King’s  Rememeeamce* : Cole,  3331-4954.  7906-791 1-  g»»FD  C.  P.,  1-1281,  1474- 
™6a  7692-8163.  /*>■*,,  T.  D„  3521-3724.  Hunter,  Rev.  /.,  3115-3358, 
6267-6313,  7946-8812.  Vincent , J/e»ny  1670-1751. 

Lambeth  Palace  : Rofe/er,  IF.  F.,  6101-6120. 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of:  Baines,  Edward,  m.  p.,  .5386-5461  • Cooper,  C.  P.,  1-1281, 
1474-2969,  7692-8163.  Darners,  Frederick  D.,  71 ?3-7219- 

**■ 

lom  G%nt  ?sC* 

Vincent,  William  Henry,  1670-1751. 

Pell  Office:  Cooper,  C.  P 1-1281.  Eden,  Arthur,  7264-7309. 

Rett V.  Bag  Office  : .Cooper, ,C.  P„  1474-2969.  Hewlett,  W.  II.,  530-824,  1 

Pife  Office  • Cooper,  C.  P,  1-1281,  1474-2969,  3056-3157,  6842-6900,  7692-8163, 
P : Gage'.Joht,  4984-5077.  Hardy,  T.  IX,  35=1-3724-  P««».  “»’*»•  7041-7107- 

Repoet  Office  : Standen,  Wm.  Henry,  6254-6265.  Turton,  Wm.  6634-6656. 

Rolls  Chapel:  Belts,  Geo.  LuiwiA,  6694-6750.  Bottler,  H.  F.  6101-6120.  Cooper, 
CP  1-1281  1474-2960.  Gage,  John,  4984-5077.  Grimaldi,  Slaa:y,  6494-6630. 
Bandy.  T.  D,  3521-374,  6631-6633-  &*«,  f-  4-,  530-824.  Hodgson, 
John!  3360-3386.  Illingworth,  Wm.,  827-991.  Langdale,  Lord,  4476  4564. 
Lyndhunt , Lord,  8192-8217.  Palmer,  Thomas,  6199-6252.  Parses,  Joseph, 
4374-4413.  Merivale,  J.  H.,  5673-6687. 

Six  Clerks  Office:  Drewe,  David,  6690-6693.  Leake  William,  6123-6150.  _Vice- 
Chancellor,  6657-6689.  Spence,  George,  5783“5840-  Standen,  John  Heniy, 
62.54-6265.  Turton,  William,  6634-6682. 

Somerset  House:  Cole,  3331-49547  79°6-7911- 
William,  827-991. 

State  Papke  Office  : Murray,  Jot*.  5»78-S3*« I Hicohs,  Sir  H.,  3873-4589-’  Vylhr, 
P.  F„  4246-4301,4564-4584,  8191,  8226-8234. 

Towee.:  Baines,  Edward,  ...  F.,  5386-5462.  Cooper,  C.  P„  1-1281  ^ge, 

John  4084-5077.  Grimaldi,  Stacey,  6494-6630.  Ha> ay,  J.  V.,  35-1  37  4, 
£§-$*1:  Llodgson,  John,  3360-3386.  Palgrave  Sn  F jW*" 

5258.  4 Pclrkes , Joseph,  4374-4413.  Petrie,  Henry,  3387-3578-  Robeits,  Cliailes, 
6942-7040. 

I RELAND. 

Dublin  Castle:  Groves,  Rev.  Edward,  5107_5135- 
Rolls  Office  : Fleming,  James,  8238-8251. 

Registry  of  Deeds  Office  : Groves,  Pev-  Edward,  oloysiSo’ 

Prerogative  Court:  Groves,  Rev.  Edward,  $107-51 35. 

Remembrancer’s  Office:  Groves,  Rev.  Edward,  5107-5135- 
Vice-Treasurer’s  Office  : Groves,  Rev.  Edward,  5™7r.5\3&'- 

SCOT LAND 

Edinburgh  Registry  Office:  Alderson,  Baron,  7642-' 

3725*-38i9* 


Cooper,  C.P.,  1-1281.  Illingworth, 


.7689.  Thomson,  Thomas, 
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N.B. — In  the  following  Tiidex,  Rep.  refers  to  the  page  of  the  Report;  the  Figures  following  the 
Names,  to  the  Questions  in  the  Evidence;  and  App.p.  to  the  page  of  the  Appendix. 


.ABBOTT,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Deputy  auditor  and  surveyor  to  the 

Commission  for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  2962* Records  kept 

in  the  custody  of  the  auditor,  Sir  G.  Harrison,  2963^-2965* Records  kept  in  dry 

rooms,  and  are  in  a good  state,  2966^-2970 On  application  for  permission  to  search, 

reference  made  to  law  officers,  2980 Nature  of  catalogues,  2985 Amount  of  fees, 

2993 Nature  of  documents  which  are  not  open  to  the  public,  2999,  3000 Duchy 

of  Cornwall  the  property  of  the  Privy  Purse  when  there  is  no  Prince  of  Wales,  3001- 

3004 Records  belonging  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office, 

3005-3013 Distinction  in  the  case  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  as  to  Private  or  Public  Re- 
cords, 3020 'Nature  of  public  documents  found  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  3033 

Opinion  of  Messrs.  Scarlett,  Tindall  and  Harrison  on  the  subject  of  right  of  search 

of  documents  and  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  3054. 

Abelard.  Inedited  work  of  Abelard’s  published  by  the  French  Record  Commission, 
Wright  8272. 

Abinger,  Lord.  Letter  from  him  to  the  Honourable  J.  Stewart,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Treasury,  as  to  the  custody  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Records,  Cooper  410,  App.  ]>■ 
890. 

Abolition  of  Offices.  Number  of  small  Exchequer  offices  which  have  been  abolished,  the 
Records  of  which  exist  distinct  in  other  departments.  Cooper  1823. 

Access  to  Records.  See  Admiralty.  Augmentation  Office.  Bankruptcy  Court.  Chancery. 
Chapter  House.  College  of  Arms.  Courts  of  Law.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of.  Crown  Office. 
Edinburgh.  First  Fruits  Office.  King’s  Remembrancer.  Lancaster,  Duchy  of . Land 
Revenue.  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer.  Pell  Office.  Petty  Bag  Office.  Pipe 
Office.  Records,  1.  Rolls  Chapel.  Six  Clerks  Office.  State  Paper  Office,  Tower. 

Accounts:  * 

1.  Analysis  of  Accounts. 

2.  Mode  of  keeping  Accounts. 

3.  Auditing  Accounts. 

4.  Correspondence. 


1.  Analysis  of  Accounts. 

Examination  as  to  attempt  of  witness  to  obtain  an  analysis  of  accounts  from  the  se- 
cretary, Protheroe  1475 Further  examination  as  to  modes  of  keeping  accounts,  and 

expenditure  of  Commissioners ; suppression  of  analysis  of  accounts  drawn  out  by  witness, 
Protheroe  1965-1988 Evidence  explanatory  of  analysis  of  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
mission, Cooper  2335 Analysis  of  accounts  showing  expenditure  upon  the  work  of 

classing,  calendaring  and  arranging  and  binding  the  Records,  Cooper  7808 Treasury 

analysis  of  accounts  for  the  years  1830-1832,  App.p.  808. 


2.  Mode  of  keeping. 

Correspondence  with  the  Treasury,  1834,  not  before  the  Board,  Cooper  131 

Witness  never  manifested  the  least  unwillingness  to  adopt  any  improvement  in  the  mode 
of  keeping  accounts,  Cooper  7941 Unavailing  attempts  of  witness  to  procure  informa- 
tion of  the  expenditure  of  the  Commission,  Protheroe  1331,  1333.  1345>  1475 

Unwillingness  of  secretary  to  keep  the  accounts  in  the  way  they  ought  to  be  kept,  Pro- 
theroe 1434 Difference  in  the  accounts  given  in  the  “Agenda’’’  and  in  the  returns 

made  to  Parliament,  Protheroe  1439-1442 Ineffectual  endeavours  of  witness  to  correct 

the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts,  Protheroe  2147 Secretary  responsible ; Commis- 

sioners in  no  ways  cognizant  of  returns  ordered  by  Parliament,  nor  answerable  for 

inaccuracies.  Cooper  2245-2257 -Accounts  not  submitted  to  the  Board,  Cooper  2252, 

2261 Further  explanation  of  accounts,  and  explanation  of  former  day’s  evidence  rela- 

lative  to  accounts  and  debts,  Cooper  7921 Evidence  as  to  examination  of  accounts  by 

Messrs.  Brooksbank  and  Sandfurd,  Cooper  7929 Difficulty  of  adopting  plans  for 

improvement  in  mode  of  keeping  accounts  during  the  existence  of  the  present  debt. 
Cooper  7935. 

0,00  a 3.  Audit 
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Accounts  —continued. 

3.  Audit  of  Accounts.  examining  the  accounts,  Protheroe  1381,  1403, 

Evidence  as  to  mode  of  auditi  g n f the  Exchequer  for  this  purpose,  Pro- 

1450,  1458 System  proposed  by  “426-1433 Many  items  of  expen- 

theroe  1385 Jo  be  adopted  nft  j accounts  0f  4Which  witness  had  no  idea  of  the 

diture  became  ,known  at_^_s  taken  by  witness  in  order  to  get  a better  system  of 
existence,  Protheroe  18J  P and  to  get  for  Commission  a more  complete  control 

keeping  and  .“fit  T4  °6— ^ Financill  department  should  be  under  strict  control, 
over  the  funds,  rrotneroe  14  o knowledge  of  its  own  expenditure;  no 

SpanUe  7460 ^iS'under-  the  former  Commission  ; mode  at  present  established ; 

audit  whatever  was  practised  trader  the  orme  228-l2!!ga -‘Accounts  annually 

form  of  the  of  certificates  (/auditors  of  secretary’s  accounts.  Cooper 

Treasury,  Cooper  8r4t-8t47. 

4,  Correspondence.  ts  with  the  Treasury,  which  was  never  submitted  to 

the  b^f  byX'coopfr,  JProtAeroe.1531 Nature  of  any  correspondence  between 

Expenditure. 

Account  Boole  None  belonging  to  the  old  Board;  present  mode  a great  improvement, 
Cooper  2267.  . - 

Act  of  Settlement  All  property 

stant  reference  by  legal  persons,  Groves  5U3- 

Acta  Dominorum  Auiitacum.  Nature  of  this  work,  and  its  publication  on  the  plan  proposed 
by  witness,  Thomson  3815*. 

nation  of  modern  Europe,  Cooper  2239. 

Ads  of  Parliament.  See  Private  Acts.  Repealed  Statutes.  Statute,. 

Acts  of  Parliament,  Ireland.  These  rolls  of  the  Acts  of  1 Charles  are  among  the  Records 
designated  as  miscellaneous  at  the  Rolls,  Palmer  6248. 

Acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament.  Published  under  the  superintendence  of  witness  on  a 
broader  plan  than  the  work  was  first  commenced  on ; witness  employed  on  it  many  yeais , 
DisooveSy  of  documents  relating  to  the  period  of  1640-1651,  wh.eh  have  retarded  the 
work,  Thomson  38i8*-3820*. 

Acts  of  the  Privy  Council.  Edited  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  Cooper  46 Engagement  between 

secretary  and  ‘Sir  H.  Nicolas  as  to  printing,  Cooper  60,  237. 

See  also  Baker,  Mr.  Pnvy  Council. 

A tlhnatan  J E.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Keeper  of  Augmentation  Office,  appointed 
by  ^King’s  Remembrancer,  produces  some  ministers’  accounts,  47p~4798— Evidence 
as  to  ifjury  done  to  misters'  accounts,  by  separation  effected  by  Mr.  Cole  in  h.s 
arrangement  of  the  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  4799-4823,  4828. 

Adlinaton  Mr  Nature  of  bis  employment  in  writing  and  cleaning  Records,  Cooper 

Vincent  .725 HowUa?  he  superintends  Mr.  Gay  and  the  workmen. 

Cooper  Xl  91. 

Admiralty.  Deposit  of  Admiralty  papers,  state  in  which  they  are  kept.  Cooper  1065- 
Advertisements.  Sum  paid  for  advertisements  by  the  Record  Commission  in  1835,  App. 
p.  768. 

Asenda.  Directions  that  Agenda  should  be  printed  and  sent  round  to  Commissioner*  on 

‘Board  being  summoned.  Cooper  16 -Mode  of  preparing  the  Agenda  entirely  under  the 

control  of  the  sccretaiy,  Protheroe  1321-1325 Evidence  as  to  Mr.  Protheroe  s 

adjourned  notices,  Protheroe  2085;  Coo per  7817,  7818 Motive  for  printing  m toe 

Ao-enda  various  letters  from  foreign  authorities,  acknowledging  the  receipt  ol  books  i 

tbe  Record  Commission,  Cooper  8140 Not  a useful  work,  has  been  an  lnjudiciou 

compilation,  Protheroe  1646 Reports  are  written  by  various  gentlemen  who  expe 

remuneration,  a verv  expensive  work,  partly  by  Mr.  Cole  and  an  index  by  Mi.  tui  y, 
Protheroe  1652 -Miscellaneous  Records  of  King’s  Remembrancers  Office  printed  * 
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Agenda— continued. 

Appendix  to  Agenda,  Cooper  2666 Evidence  concerning  preface  and  title  page,  Cooper 

2637 The  greater  part  of  the  extracts  printed  in  the  Agenda  were  done  by  Mr.  Cole, 

Cooper  2676 Evidence  as  to  proposed  publication  of  a volume  of  appendix  to  the 

Agenda  of  miscellaneous  records  to  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  Protheroe  2010-202 
— -—Publish in o-  records  in  such  a work  as  the  Agenda  a waste  of  paper  and  print, 
Nicolas  4230  —Notices  from  the  Agenda  authorizing  the  steps  taken  as  to  drawing  up 
the  report  relative  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Cooper  2189.  0 , . _ , 

See  also  General  Report.  Miscellaneous  Records.  Pensions.  Selections  from  Exchequer 
Records.  Rymer's  I'ccdera.  Transcripts. 

Agents.  Evils  of  keepers  of  Records  and  their  clerks  acting  as  private  agents  of  parties  in 

searches  made  at  their  own  office,  Rep.  xxvii Evil  of  allowing  record-keepers  to  act 

as  agents,  Illingworth  913 Witness’s  opinion  that  keepers  and  clerks  should  not  be 

allowed  to  be  record-agents,  Mco/as  3873-3874. Dunsany,  Lord,  8107. Fleming, 

8248. 

Agincourt,  Battle  of.  Original  letter  in  the  Records  at  Salisbury  relative  to  the  Battle  of 
Agincourt,  Benson  4975. 

Alderson,  Hon.  Baron.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)—  Very  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
repository  for  the  general  preservation  of  all  the  Records  of  the  country,  7642  — Advan- 
tages which  the  general  place  of  deposit  of  Records  at  the  General  Registry  Office  at 

Edinburgh  affords,  7643 Documents  should  be  transferred  to  general  office  after 

certain  periods,  taking  care  by  Act  of  Parliament  that  changing  the  place  of  custody 

should  not  injure  the  legal  evidence  of  the  Records,  7644 Convenient  that  the  current 

Records  should  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  the  Court,  7645 Strong 

argument  in  favour  of  a general  repository  that  the  documents  of  courts  of  law  50  or  00 

years  old  would  be  together  in  one  building,  <7648 It  is  to  be  desired  4hat  we  should 

have  good  editions  of  books,  such  as  Fleta  and  Bracton,  but  doubtful  whether  with  the 
expense,  764a.  ....  „ , 

Very  much  to  be  desired  that  there  should  be  a good  edition  of  the  Year  books, 

7650 Very  few  practising  lawyers  do  pay  attention  to  the  Year  Books,  7y57 

Knowledge  of  Saxon  law  necessary  to  a perfect  understanding  of  the  English  law, 

7663 -A  good  knowledge  of  the  Roman  law  is  of  great  importance  to  the  English 

law,  7664 The  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  has  afforded  assistance  to  persons  in  tithe  causes, 

7665 Mode  in  which  some  of  the  Records  might  be  made  more  valuable  by  making 

them  prima  facie  evidence,  7665 Publications  of  the  Record  Commission  very  instruc- 

tive to  persons  desirous  of  knowing  what  the  original  institutions  of  the  countiy  are, 

7672 -There  would  be  considerable  saving  in  the  trial  of  causes  from  making  certain 

Records  prima  facie  evidence,  7673. 

Use  of  catalogues,  calendars  and  indexes  to  the  Records  most  used  for  legal  purposes, 

7674 Doubts  whether  there  would  be  enough  to  do  for  a salaried  Board,  7683—— 

Witness’s  opinion  as  to  the  formation  of  a Board  of  Record  Commissioners,  7683,  7684 

Digit  fees  are  a great  obstruction  to  justice;  all  fees  should  be  reduced  as  low  as 

possible  consistently  with  the  proper  doing  of  the  business  of  the  office,  7685— —If  the 
country  would  be  at  the  expense  of  building  a Record  Office  the  present  loss  of  time  in 
making  searches  might  be  prevented,  7687— — Much  time  lost  by  deficiencies  of 

indexes,  7688 A great  evil  the  indexes  being  private  property,  7689. 

Allen,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Commissioners  of  Records,  731 1— Has  found 

publications  of  the  Record  Commission  extremely  useful,  7313, 7314 Publications  have 

contributed  material  assistance  to  persons  engaged  in  writing  history,  7315,  731b— 
Value  of  “ Rotuli  Curim  Regis”  and  “ Fragments  of  Scottish  History,  now  publishing 

7ol7 Observations  by  Mr.  Allen,  one  of  the  Commissioners  upon  the  constitution  of 

the  Record  Board,  7321 Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Allen  to  Lord  Brougham,  19th 

June  1836  p.  652 Evidence  concerning  formation  of  board,  and  advantage  of  official 

persons  being  on  the  Commission,  7322-7332 To  place  the  Records  of  the  country 

• under  the  superintendence  of  half  a dozen  literary  men  would  be  a hazardous  experiment, 

7006 Difficulties  as  to  building  a . general  Record  Office,  want  of  funds,  7337 

Reason  for  failure  of  Bill  for  that  purpose  to  have  been  brought  in  by  Lord  Duncannon, 

7330 Further  examination  as  to  official  Commissioners,  7343~7353>  7358-7367 

Bill  was  for  concentration  of  Records  and  building  a Record  Office,  7357. 

Custody  of  Records  could  not  be  lightly  changed,  persons  who  have  custody  of  money 

the  same  right  as  a patent  office,  7369 Necessity  of  a paid  secretary  in  reference  to 

witness’s  plan  for  remodelling  the  Board,  7371 Witness  is  of  opinion  against  the  intro- 
duction of  salaried  Commissioners,  7375 Judges  are  legal  and  regular  keepers  ofRecords 

in  their  own  courts, 7376— Judges  frequent  atlenders  at  the  Board,  7379 — -Examination 
as  to  nature  of  publications,  and  value  of  Pipe  Rolls;  mode  of  selection  by  the  -board, 

7381-7397 Publications  of  the  present  Board  have,  generally  speaking,  been  within 

the  estimate,  except  in  some  few  instances  where  great  alterations  were  made  by  editors, 

7oqn Extent  to  which  works  of  Record  Commission  have  been  useful  to  witness  m 

literary  pursuits,  7402-7408 Works  give  opportunities  of  information  to  those  who 

engage  in  historical  inquiry  which  they  had  not  before,  7409 Evidence  as  to  suspended 

work,  and  debt  of  the  Commission,  7410-7414. 
n 00  a 2 upmion 
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Allen,  John — continued.  , , , f ,.Vi  , 

Opinion  of  the  parliamentary  writs,  74^ -No  person  can  doubt  of  the  utdity  and 

value  of  the  work,  7421 Value  of  Close  Rolls,  Patent  Rolls  and  Pipe  Rolls,  7409, 7423 

Value  of  the  work  entitled  “ Materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain,  7424 

Reasons  why  present  histories  of  this  country  are  not  such  as  should  satisiy  us  7425— - 
Record  Commission  right  to  avail  themselves  of  the  peace  of  Europe  to  collect  materials 

from  foreign  countries,  74118 Witness  received  a letter  from  Copenhagen,  stating  that 

the  Danish  Government  was  willing  to  open  the  archives  of  Denmark  to  the  British  Re- 
cord Commission,  7409 Witness  knows  nothing  of  the  Appendixes  that  have  -been 

prepared  for  the  Report,  743°* 

Almain  Rolls.  Have  only  a very  defective  old  calendar.  Cooper  ioSx. 

Althorp , Lord.  Unwillingness  of  Lord  Althorp  to  go  to  Parliament  to  pay  off  the  debts  of 

the  old  Board,  Cooper  2399 Unsatisfactory  application  of  Lord  Brougham  to  Lord 

Althorp  for  assistance  as  to  funds  to  pay  off  debts.  Cooper  2537-2540. 

See  also  Debts  and  Liabilities,  1. 

America.  The  patent  of  gd  February  1498,  granted  by  Henry  VII.  to  Sebastian  Cabot, 
establishing'  the  first  discovery  of  the  American  Continent  by  an  English  expedition,  late 
found  among  a confused  heap  of  privy  seal  and  signed  bills  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Rep.  x. 

America,  North.  Feelings  with  which  presents  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sion have  been  received  in  America,  Rich  6339 List  of  public  libraries  in  America  to 

which  the  publications  have  been  sent.  Rich  6340,  p.  576. 

List  of  libraries  and  other  repositories  in  the  United  States  to  which  copies  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Board  in  the  whole,  or  in  great  part,  have  been  presented  in  His  Majesty’s 
name,  App.  p.  784. 

Analists.  See  Ancient  Analists. 


Analysis  of  Accounts.  See  Accounts,  1. 

Ancient  Analists.  Innumerable  errors  therein  may  be  corrected  by  reference  to  the  original 
instruments,  Lingard,  App.  13,  p.  73°- 

Ancient  Charters,  Scotland.  Assistance  of  the  Commission  wanting  for  the  completion  of 
this  work,  to  which  a great  deal  has  already  been  done,  Thomson  3830*. 

See  also  Charters. 


Ancient  Law  Books.  See  Bracton.  Britton.  Beta.  Glanville. 

AnAo-Norman  Laws.  Importance  of  the  Anglo-Norman  laws  to  the  present  law  of  England, 
Stephens  6774-6835. 

Anglo-Saxon  Laws.  Compilation  committed  to  Mr.  Thorpe ; terms  agreed  on  for  comple- 
tion of  the  work  ; work  proceeding  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Cooper  2167 — —Familiar 
knowledo-e  of  Anglo-Saxon  laws  necessary  for  writing  a history  of  the  lavv  -of  England, 
Wetherefl  5990 — -Knowledge  of  would  be  highly  valuable  in  a constitutional  point  of 

view,  Spanhie  7444,  7-145 Extent  to  which  such  publication  could  be  considered  useful, 

Vice-Chancellor  6660-6662 Knowledge  of  Saxon  laws  necessary  to  the  understanding 

the  English  law,  Alderson  7663 Committee  appointed  on  this  work,  Cooper  7723- — 

Publication  of  originated  out  of  materials  for  history  of  Britain,  Cooper  7914 Publica- 

tion of  more  a matter  of  antiquarian  research  than  of  any  public  utility,  Litlledale  8302. 

Anglo-Saxon  Manuscripts.  Are  contained  in  Appendix  (B.)to  the  Fcedera,  being  transcriptions 

and  fac-similes  found  on  the  Continent,  Cooper  2191 Appendix  (B.)  contains  every 

fragment  of  Saxon  witness  has  been  able  to  discover,  with  the  exception  of  a Psalter  and 
some  homilies  found  in  Italy,  Cooper  3122 Anglo-Saxon  legends  contained  in  Appen- 
dix (B.)  to  Rymer,  Protheroe  2057,  2058 Publications  undertaken  by  the  Society  of 

Antiquaries,  Taylor  6173-6183. 

Anglo-Saxon  Poems.  Witness  not  aware  that  a volume  had  been  prepared  containing  a col- 
lection of  old  Anglo-Saxon  poems,  Petrie  3446. 

Antiquarian  Society.  The  wardrobe  accounts  and  household  accounts  of  Edward  III. 

are  the  only  Records  published  by  the  Antiquarian  Society,  Stapleton  5185 Has  no 

funds  for  publishing  Records,  Gurney  5213 Does  not  profess  to  publish  Records,  has 

no  funds  for  the  purpose,  Gurney  5214 Useful  to  historical  writers,  if  they  had 

followed  the  plan  of  the  Academy  of  inscriptions  and  Belles  Lettres  in  France,  Allen  7425. 

Anliquilales  Britanniccc  et  Hibernia.  Editing  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quaries at  Copenhagen,  and  contains  several  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  this 
country,  Cooper  8152-8154. 

Appellate  Jurisdiction.  Witness  always  considered  that  the  administration  of  justice  could 
not  be  complete  without  an  appellate  jurisdiction  from  the  East  Indies;  always  wished 
to  see  one  established,  Johnston  5960. 

Appendixes.  Appendixes  A.  B.  C.  D.  E.  for  Fcedera,  so  marked  for  convenience  of  the 
Committee,  Cooper  21 88— — -Nature  of  the  documents  contained  in  the  various  port- 
0 folios, 
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Appendixes — continued. 

folios,  Cooper  2188 -The  volumes  reluctantly  produced  in  an  unfinished  state  by  order 

of  the  Committee,  Cooper  2243. 

Appendix  ( A.)  Evidence  as  to  composition  of  this  work  undertaken  by  witness ; labour 

of  the  work.  Cooper  2202-2242- Collection  of  all  works  contained  in  the  different 

libraries  of  Germany  and  Switzerland,  of  manuscripts  and  documents  relating  to  British 
history,  Cooper  2199,  3 1 49- 

Appendix  (B.)  comprises  the  transcripts  and  fac-similes  of  Anglo-Saxon  manuscripts 
found  on  the  continent ; this  may  be  regarded  as  a distinct  compilation.  Cooper; 2191, 3123. 

Appendix  (C.)  contains  documents  communicated  on  condition  that  they  should  be 
printed,  Cooper  2191,  3133. 

Appendix  (D.)  consists  of  documents  from  the  Royal  Archives  of  France  relating  . to 
English  affairs,  Cooper  2181 Might  be  published  as  a separate  work,  Cooper  3140. 

Appendix  (E.)  is  a chronological  catalogue' of  the  materials  transcribed  for  the  new 
edition  of  the  “ Fcedera,”  Cooper  2191  ; Stevenson  3869. 

These  volumes  may  be  looked  upon  as  calendars  or  indexes  for  materials  of  British 
history.  Cooper  2194 Employment  of  witness  on  this  work,  remuneration,  Sec.,  Steven- 
son 3789,  3791 Most  desirable  that  it  should  form  an  independent  work  ; reasons  for 

this  opinion,  Stevenson  3800-3803. 

See  also  Agenda.  Battle  of  Hastings.  Drescher,  Dr.  Miscellaneous  Records,  liymer's 
Feeder  a. 

Applications  for  Publications.  See  Libraries  1. 

Appointment.  Witness  never  named  a friend  or  relation  as  applicant  for  an  appointment  of 
any  sort  under  the  Record  Commission,  Cooper  7943. 

See  also  Clerks  and  Transcribers.  Editors.  Engagements.  Sub-commissioners. 

Appointment  of  Official  Commissioners.  See  Constitution  of  the  Record  Commission,  4. 

Archives.  See  France.  Royal  Archives. 

Archives  of  Germany.  Not  edited  by  Government,  Gamier  4066 Published  by  a society 

established  1818  under  the  pi-esidency  of  the  Prussian  minister  Von  Stein,  Gamier  4068 
-Nature  of  funds,  private  subscription.  Gamier  4073. 

Arcliiv  der  Gesellschaft  fur  Deutsche  Geschichtskunde.  Periodical  published  by  the  society 
established  for  editing  Archives  of  Germany,  Gamier  4068 Work  on  this  plan  recom- 

mended for  England,  Gamier  4083. 

Arranging  and  Printing,  comparative  Advantage  of.  See  Printing,  3. 

Arrangement  of  Records.  See  Auditors  of  Exchequer.  Augmentation  Office.  Bankruptcy 
Court.  Calendars.  Catalogues.  Chapter  House.  Cartce  Miscellanece.  Chancery. 

Charter  Rolls.  College  of  Arms.  Common  Pleas.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of.  Courts  of 

Law.  Croton  Office,  Edinburgh.  Examiner's  Office,  Chancery.  First  Fruits  Office. 
General  Record  Office.  House  of  Commons.  Indexes.  King's  Bench.  King's  Remem- 
brancer. Lancaster,  Duchy  of.  Land  Revenue.  Lord  Treasurer's  Remembrancer,  2. 
Miscellaneous  Records.  Parliament  Office.  Pedes  Finium.  Pell  Office.  Petty  Pay 
Office.  Pipe  Office.  Prerogative  Court.  Printing.  Privy  Seals.  Records,  2.  Re- 
gistrar of  Chancery.  Report  Office.  Rolls  Chapel,  J . Six  Clerks  Office.  State  Paper 
Office.  Tower,  1.  Verdict  Rolls. 

Arrangement.  The  executory  clause  of  every  commission  enjoins  the  necessity  of  arrange- 
ment and  preservation.  Rep.  v. 

Arts  and  Manufactures.  See  CVose  Rolls. 

Ashmolean  Library.  See  Beclcington,  Mr. 

Assize  Rolls.  State  of  these  documents  at  the  Chapter  House  as  to  preservation,  Palgrave 
4338 Their  arrangement  is  topographical  and  chronological,  Palgrave  4338. 

Auditing  Accounts.  See  Accounts,  3. 

Auditor  and  Chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer.  A new  arrangement  made  since  1800,  which  is 
stated  in  the  return  to  be  as  convenient  as  the  character  and  nature  of  the  Records  will 
admit  of,  Cooper  671. 

Augmentation  Office: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Custody  of 

3.  State  of  Building  and  Office  past  and  present,  Indexes  and  Calendars. 

4.  Consequences  of  the  Burning  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

5.  Fees,  past  and  present. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Records  deposited  there  are  subject  to  all  the  accidents  of  private  dwellings,  Rep. 
jj.  viii.— rr— Danger  thereto  from  fire,  shown  by  the  danger  to  the  office  during  the  burn- 
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AUGMENTATION  OFFICE— 1.  Generali}— continued. 

,,,  „ parliament  - dii’ty  state  of  the  rooms  and  Records  ; want  of  arrange- 

ing  of  the  Houses  of  Pa  ’ ^ , keepership,  and  suspension  of  them  since  his 

ment;  improvements  doling  f£  methodizing  this  office  formerly; 

remova1,  Rep . xvi.  xvu.  C ^ Committee  of  1800  to  be  issued  for  methodizing 

similar  oommissmn  recomm  y Calendars  are  not  good;  new  Calendars  form- 

? her  iReC°M  OgT ■ have  since  been  discontinued,  Rep  ^ L— Pri- 

rng  when  Mr.  Cole  was  . tho  employ  of  the  public  have  passed  by  public  sale 

Tf  S’ef^^&SwdSb,  M been  thus  lost  to  the  public.  Rep.  x*  Hi.— 
into  the  hands  of  pri  , . durino1  the  period  Mr.  Cole  had  the  custody  of  the 

office0X,e°Sv  ISh The  late  Mr.  Caley  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  the  Records 

S;  Anementation  Office  to  his  house  in  Spa-fields,  where  they  suffered  severely  from 

of  the  Augmentatio  The  present  Commission  has  taken  part  m 

the  most  Cooper  247 Employment  of  Mr.  Cole 

on%“rSeof  Mr.  Catay,  Coojwr  19B,  4»6’;  Cole  4500 It  has  been  stated  before 

this  Committee  that  there  has  been  a new  and  gn-eatly  unproved  arrangement  niade  in 
this  office,  under  the  care  of  the  Commission;  upon  this  point  former  paits  of  my  evi- 
dence may  be  consulted,  Cooper  672. 

Mav  ■ bf  'considered  in  the  custody  of  the  King's  Remembrancer  Cooper  410  J03 
—Defert  in  Act  on  this  subject,  Cooper  410— Letter  of  Lord  Ab.nger  to  the  Trea- 
snryas  to  the  custody  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Reconta,  Cooper  10*6 
letter  to  Mr.  S.  Rice  relative  to  custody  of  Augmentation  Office,  Cooper  0108  State 
meni  and  correspondence  concerning  transactions  with  Mr  Vincent  tespeetmg  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Augmentation  Office  Records,  Cooper  1474 Correspondence  and  evidence 

concerning  the*  Augmentation  Office;  disputes  with  the  secretary  of  the  Record  Com- 
mission, Vincent  1677-1696 Circumstances  under  which  Mr  P rotherol" 

resnondence  with  Mr.  Cooper  relative  to  the  Augmentation  Office  to  Mr. 1 rotheioe, 

Vincent  1741 Evidence  concerning  the  disputes  and  correspondence  of  Mr.  Vm. ran t 

„i  a iT ..  Cnonov  Protheroe  i«2 -On  witness’s  dismissal,  he  deposited  the  keys  of  the 

office  with  the  Treasury,  Cole  4709 K“P“  f a‘i°“  °f8“o  X°8  Y 

King’s  Remembrancer ; evidence  as  to  arrangement,  Adlmgton  4799,  4°-3>  4 

3.  State  of  Building,  Indexes,  Calendaring. 

Mr  Protheroe’s  report  on  the  insecurity  of  the  buildings  from  fire.  Cooper  419 
Witness’s  statement  concerning  the  dirty  state  of  the  office  in  no  way  eia°8efa  ® ’ 

PrSeroe  row,  1.351;  Cole  4590 Calendars  in  this  office  not  good.  Cooper  447 

Calendars  in  preparation  by  Mr.  Cole  remain  in  the  office,  Coope?-  4 7 

State  of  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office  during  Mr.  Caley  s life,  difficffity  of 

reference  Tc.  Hewlett  776 ; Hardy  3635;  Cole  w* Great  facilities  afforded 

since  Mr.  Cole’s  arrangement,  Hewlett  M Witness’s  intention  as  to  classification 

of  Records  had  he  not  been  interrupted,  Cole  Cffiey  i s was 

Tllimnonrth  070 Want  of  arrangement  in  Mr.  Caley  s plan,  superiority  or  iui. 

Cole’s,  Protheroe  1355,  1360-1365 disapproval  of  Mr  fi'f'L^Instances 

9 ,08  ■ Hunter  0281-^44 Explanation  of  Mr.  Cole,  Cole  4615-4019  instance 

of  Mr.  Caley’s  arrangement  of  the  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  Co/e  4833 

System  Adopted  by  witness  in  arranging  the  Records;  arranged  m . f a 

topographical  arrangement.  Cole  4696 This  arrangement  will  supply  the  place  of  a 

^Arrangement^ adopted  by  witness  by  sorting  topographically,  and  subdividing  chro- 
nologically Cole  4836 — -Proceeding  with  the  calendar  when  labours  were  inter- 
rupted, Cole  4838— —From  Mr.  Caley’s  plan  a considerable  outlay  of ^public 1 money 
has  been  lost  in  arranging  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  Cole  4»42 
Cause  of  witness  having  cut  off  tickets  placed  to  Records  by  M'’  °ayley’B5 'llerf 

Evidence  concerning  Mr.  Cole  having  cut  off  tickets,  Cooper  1081—  Bad  state  ot 

Records  in  Mr.  Caley’s  life-time,  Hardy  3635 -Great  improvement,  effected .byMr. 

Cole,  not  only  in  arrangement,  but  also  in  making  them  more  accessible.  Hardy  3W 
Evidence  as  to  division  of  a minister's  account.  Hardy  3637-3641—— When  firat  witness 
saw  the  Augmentation  Office,  1833,  it  was  in  a most  disgraceful  state.  Cole  4659 

■ -Classes  of  Records  were  very  badly  arranged  locally,  Cole  4660 Re-arrangement 

' of  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office  after  witness’s  appointment  as  keeper  by  Mr. 

Cooper,  Cole  4670 Good  state  of  arrangement  at  this  office.  Gage  5051  ; Gnmatxa 

6509  ; Phillips  7504 Records  better  classed  and  more  accessible  than  formerly, 

Phillips.  7504. 

4.  Consequences  of  Burning  of  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Manner  in  which  Records  were  saved  at  the  fire ; destruction  of  those  belonging  to  the 

Augmentation  Office,  Cooper  474 ; Cole  4687-4692 Confusion  caused  in  the  Records 

of  the  Augmentation  Office  owing  to  dispersion  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  or  Parnamen  , 
Hewlett  810 Evidence  as  to  insecurity  of  Records  from  fire,  Protheroe  1317  Exer- 

tions made  to  save  the  Records  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  Protheroe  1373 
1379. Conduct  of  witness  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament ; rewarded  by  Com- 

missioners for  his  exertions,  Cole  4687-4692— — Steps  taken  to  arrange  the  Records^m^ 
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Augmentation  Office — 4.  Consequences  of  Burning  of  Houses  of  Parliament. — contd. 
thrown  into  confusion,  Cole  4693 Loss  of  Records  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 

ment, Phillips  7552. 

5.  Fees,  past  and  present. 

Table  of  old  fees,  and  those  approved  of  by  Commissioners  of  1822,  Cooper  217 

While  the  Board  was  in  possession  of  the  Office,  injunction  to  Mr.  Cole  to  allow  search 

without  payment  of  fees,  Cooper,  499 No  fees  have  been  reduced  except  those  at  the 

Augmentation  Office,  Hewlett  768 Charged  ad  libitum,  Illingworth  918;  Cole  4712 

Evidence  as  to  fees,  Cooper  1805 Reduction  of  fees  by  witness  on  being  appointed 

to  the  office,  Cole  4712-4715. 

6,  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Sum  paid  for  index  to  the  Records  at  this  office,  App.  p.  772 Expenses  of  sorting, 

cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Records  at  this  office,  App.  p.  771— — 
Report' of  M essrs.  Hallam  & Petit  on  the  work  carrying  on  at  this  office  under  the 

authority  of  the  Board,  dated  19  Feb.  1835,  App.  p.  873 Correspondence  between 

C.  P.  Cooper,  esq.  and  H.  W.  Vincent,  esq.  relative  to  the  Record  Board  retaining  pos- 
session of  the  Records  of  this  office  after  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  App.  p.  887-890. 

See  also  Abinger,  Lord.  Adlington,  Mr.  Caley,  Mr.  Binding.  British  Museum. 
Cole,  Mr.  Court  or  Manor  Rolls.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of,  2.  Gay,  Mr.  Reports. 

Authority  of  the  Commission.  Has  little  or  no  authority  over  keepers  of  Records,  Cooper 

317. The  Board  has  no  power  to  repair  and  bind  without  leave  of  the  keepers  who 

have  the  legal  custody,  Cooper  439 How  far  authorized  to  print  works  not  ancient 

Records,  Cooper  1868,  2031. 

See  also  Constitution  of  the  Commission,  1.  Board  of  Commissioners.  Printing,  2. 
Secretary.  Sub-commissioners. 

Authority  of  the  Commission  for  Printing.  See  Printing,  2. 

B. 

Babbage,  Mr.  Extract  from  Mr.  Babbage’s  statement  of  the  expenses  of  printing  his  Eco- 
nomy of  Manufactures,  Rees  5384. 

Bacon  Francis.  Assistance  given  by  Mr.  Bacon  in  compiling  the  account  of  the  public 

Records,  Cooper  2966 Did  not  receive  payment  for  writing  article  on  Commission  in 

Edinburgh  Review,  Cooper  2960. 

Bacon  Roger.  Collection  of  his  inedited  works  being  published  by  the  French  Record 
Commission,  Wright  8274. 

Bagga  de  Secretes.  Evidence  concerning  the  Bagga  de  Secretes,  Cooper  1776-1780. 
Bailey,  Mr.  Witness  emploped  to  examine  his  bills  to  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool ; 
result  thereof,  Illingworth  853. 

Baker,  Mr.  Receives  only  4 d.  per  folio  for  transcribing;  he  demanded  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  6cL,  Cooper  1856. 

Sum  paid  him  for  transcript  of  the  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of 
England,  and  for  compiling  the  indexes  thereto,  App.  769. 

Baldwin  and  Cradock.  See  Publication  of  Records,  4. 

Ballads.  Extent  to  which  early  ballads  are  necessary  in  forming  materials  for  history, 
Cooper  3086. 

Bank  of  England.  The  present  proposition  is  that  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Bank 
of  Enoland;  to  be  drawn  out  on  the  sanction  of  three  Commissioners,  Protheroe  1430- 
X43i,° — Mode  in  which  grant  for  Record  Commission  might  best  be  paid  into  the  Bank 
of  England,  Cooper  7780. 

Banhnipitcy  Court.  Nature  of  arrangement  of  documents ; places  of  deposit ; custody  of 
Records,  Lawes  6751-6767. 

Bannatyne  Club.  Evidence  of  the  anxiety  of  this  club  to  print  useful  manuscript  Records, 

Tytler  457 5 Already  has  published  works  which  abridge  the  labour  of  the  Scottish 

historian,  Tytler  4580. 

Catalogue  of  historical  works  printed  for  this  club,  App.  p.  911,  912.  Books  preparing 
for  publication  by  the  club,  App.  p.  912. 

Baririo ■ Mr.  Letter  from  him  authorizing  removal  of  Mr.  Petrie  from  editorship  of  the 
History  of  Britain,  Cooper  2169. 

Letters  from  him  to  F.  Baring,  esq.,  dated  April  13th  and  June  2d  1836,  respecting 
certain  returns  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Record  Board,  App  p.  788. 
Barnes,  Edward.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  published  a voluminous  History  of  the 

County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  5386 Has  found  the  works  of  the  Record  Commission 

of  essential  service  in  facilitating  historical  investigations,  5387' Their  publications 
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Barnes,  Edvard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

' extremely  judicious,  ,5388-5416 Advantages  witness  has  , 

cations  from  the  Commission  generally,  5390-5401 

Examination  as  to  value  P ^ different  Records  in  various  offices,  which 

The  Commission  has  for  the  ™™lster  ^ ^ Re00rd8  ^ been 

metholTd1  ' ^and  calendars  and  catalogues-  have  been  ™de 
catalogues  to  a person  residing  at  a distance  from  London r 5405-5407 

publications  of  mass  of 'information  from  the  Records  in 

general  histonca^nquu  ^ courM  of  historical  inquiry  in  the  country  has  been 

the  Tower,  5441  = ]siours  of  the  Commission.  The  Commission  the  greatest 

SS L “2 rtilt  Weired  upon  the  historical  and  topographical  literature  o the 
beneht  that  wa  , f usefdlness  of  the  works  to  those  writing  on  lopo- 

omnhical  subiects  M47-5449--Evhlence  as  to  Whittaker's  History  of  Manchester  and 
and  Cottonian  catalogues  of  great  service  m country 

histories,  5462. 

n of  r/mftVs  Poem  in  praise  of  William  the  Conqueror,  copied  from  library  at 

^Brussels  in  Apfendix  (A.)  to  Rymer,  Cooper  2191 Metncal  acc.°"n*  »f  King  William  s 

Brussels,  PP  v J gg  J Evidence  concerning  a poem  De  Bello 

descent  at  the  -nted  by  Mr.  Petrie,  Cooper  3136 

-™EScePconcerning  JJoem-  De  Bello  Hustingensio,”  printed  by  witness,  and  reported 
apparently  with  witness’s  emendations  in  Appendix  (C.)  by  Commission,  Petrie  3455  3467. 
Baumgartenberg.  Evidence  concerning  the  library  at  this  monastery.  Cooper  tmo4. 

Kaaha  Mr  Report  of  Committee  of  his  bills  in  chancery  ; form  of  printing,  &c„  Cooper 

igoi— -His  engagement  as  editor  of  proceedings  rn  chancery.  Cooper  19M-— Com- 
mittee appointed  on  Mr.  Bayley's  publication  of  Calendars  in  chancery,  Cooper  77  4. 
.Bavaria,  History  of.  Reasons  why  this  work  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Record 
Commission,  Cooper  3147- 

Bedford,  Duke  of.  Answer  given  to  him  when  desirous  of  using  some  document  m the 
State  Paper  Office,  Nicolas  3979* 

Belgium.  Nature  of  commission  issued  by  the  King  of  the  Belgians  for  collecting  Records. 
,e  Tm, S^fdoiSrtl?diSnt  archives  and  libraries  of  the  Low  Countries, 
App.p.  884.  . 

it  at  his  own  expense,  Nicolas  3965. 

Beclshampstead.  Curious  document  discovered  by  witness  in  reference  to  property  pur- 
chased  at  Beckhampstead  by  King  Richard  II.,  Pa/grave  4333- 

Belt-  George  L (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)-Member  of  the  corporation  of  the  College  of 

lielU,  Ue°]g  tt  fh  nublications  of  the  Record  Commission  for  genealogical 

Arms,  6604  Deficiencies  in  the  Calendars  from  want  of  columns  of  heirs 

indemnity  for  the  expense,  6704,  6705-6707 Works  issued  under 

more  creditable  as  to  usefulness  and  accuracy  than  those  issued  by 'former  Commas 
6708 Library  at  the  College  of  Arms  open  to  any  lrterant  poison  . to  m*e  extract^ 

6712,  6713 Use  of  the  works  in  assisting  witness  in  collecting  matenals  lor  a new 

h" !WitneLthas°odtebeen  saLfied  w'iKhe  accuracy  of  calendars ; 

erroneous  6710-6723 Value  of  a Calendanum  Hseredum  ; such  wotk  now  beino  pre 

pared  by  order  of  the  Board,  6723-6726 -Witness  has  found  mistake^  tbe  new  editio^ 

of  the  Feeders,  which  have  been  continued  from  the  former  woilts  6730^6732  igm 
mission  has  exercised  a sound  judgment  in  suspending  the  publication  of  the  woik.,07 33 

A supplement  or  continuation  of  Rymer  would  be  most  expedient,  0734 

has  found  many  valuable  materials  inforeign  libraries,  which .might  form  part  of 's  mh  S“PJ 
plement,  6736—  Calendar  of  the  Inquisitions  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  would  be  a veiy  useful 

work,  6738 State  of  Records  at  College  of  Arms,  6740 -Indexes,  6740-6,44 

Nature  of  fees  for  searches;  110  charges  made  to  literary  men,  6747—-' Have > 
every  work,  but  preparing  others  on  a better  and  more  accessible  scale,  0744, 0749,  070  • 
Benson,  11.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Recorder  of  Salisbury,  4955—Consulted 

many  of  the  Record  offices,  4957 Researches  been  made  with  a view  to  lllustiate 

Topography  of  Wiltshire,  nowin  progress,  4959 Idas  derived  the  greatest 

from  the  publications  of  the  Commissioners  of  Records,  4960— —Without 
witness  could  not  have  gained  the  information  he  wanted,  4962 Publicati Record 
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Benson,  R.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Record  Commission  has  been  serviceable  in  advancing  a knowledge  of  English  law  and 
jurisprudence,  49(34-- — Great  value  of  the  authentic  document  of  the  Statutes  of  the 
Realm,  4965— — -Has  examined  the  works  published  by  the  new  Commission,  and  con- 
siders them  all  of  great  utility,  4968 Value  of  the  Calendars  of  Proceedings  in 

Chancery,  4969 -Proceedings  of  the  Curice  Regis  make  complete  our  knowledge  of  the 

constitution  and  proceedings  of  our  courts,  4970 Rolls  of  Chancery  and  all  other 

Records  should  be  printed  entire  down  to  the  end  of  King  John,  4971— — Witness 
much  struck  with  the  Planta  Coronee  inserted  in  Curias  Regis,  made  during  the  Itinera 

of  the  J udges  in  Eyre,  4973 The  Final  Concords,  speaking  topographically,  must  be 

very  useful,  4974- Nature  of  the  Records  preserved  at  Salisbury,  4975 Witness’s 

opinion  as  to  the  best  formation  of  a Record  Board ; should  be  a Board  of  unpaid  Com- 
missioners, 4976' Nature  of  errors  in  the  publication  of  the  Quo  Warranto  Notes, 

4978- 

Bill  in  Parliament.  Nature  of  the  Bill  about  to  be  introduced  by  Lord  Duncannon,  1834, 

on  the  subject  of  building  a Record  Office,  and  reduction  of  fees,  Cooper  359 

Reasons  of  failure  of  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  building  a Record  Office,  Allen  7339. 

Binding.  Errors  committed  by  Mr.  Cayley  in  binding,  Illingworth  987 ; Protheroe  1352 
Evidence  respecting  binding  Records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel ; Witness’s  plan  of  port- 
folios sanctioned  by  the  secretary.  Cole  4737 Evidence  explanatory  of  the  mode  in 

which  Records  bound  in  volumes  are  removed  for  copying,  and  replaced  without  injury, 
Palmer  6252. 

Sum  paid  by  the  Record  Commission  for  binding,  &c.,  from  January  to  Julv  1834, 
App.  767,  768. 

See  also  Doomsday  Book, 

Black,  Mr.  Entrusted  with  the  drawing  up  of  the  Report  on  Rymer’s  “ Fcedera,” 

Cooper  2189,  2190 Department  superintended  by  him;  amount  of  remuneration 

received  by  him,  Cooper  2947 Informed  witness  that  there  was  no  intention  of  print- 
ing a new  edition  of  the  “ Fcedera”  at  present,  Protheroe  1996 Has  written  the 

Report  to.  the  new  edition  of  Rymer,  Protheroe  2079. 

Black,  Mr.  TV . H.  Edits  the  Docquet  Book  of  King  Charles  I.  at  Oxford,  Cooper  46. 

Sum  paid  him  as  editor  of  th'e  Docket  Book  of  King  Charles  I.,  App.p.  770 

Synoptical  Catalogue  of  foreign  transcripts  in  his  custody,  App.p.  883-885. 

Board  of  Commissioners.  Mode  of  calling  meetings  of  the  Board  at  present  and  formerly. 
Cooper  10,  13,  14 — ■ — Explanation  of  former  evidence  concerning  meeting  of  boards. 
Cooper  p.  17 Correspondence  by  witness,  as  secretary,  not  a hundreth  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence laid  before  the  Board,  Cooper  128 Present  Board  has  not  fulfilled  its  duty, 

Protheroe  1297 Not  so  effective  as  it  might  have  been  with  even  its  present  powers; 

not  so  effective  as  it  it  would  have  been  with  increased  authority,  Protheroe  2155 

Comparison  as  to  mode  of  conducting  business  by  former  and  present  Boards,  Protheroe 
1632-1636 — —Order  in  which  Commissioners  should  proceed  in  the  work  entrusted  to 

. them,  Protheroe  1293 Mode  of  calling  Boards  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary, 

Protheroe  1312-1316,  1340 Evidence  as  to  intercourse  of  King’s  Remembrancer  with 

the  Commission ; Difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  Board  and  secretary,  Vincent  1 733, 
1739 Evidence  explanatory  of  the  reasons  for  witness’s  letter  to  Mr.  Ker,  on  the  sub- 

ject of  difficulty  of  getting  Boards  to  meet,  was  during  the  meetings  in  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s room.  Cooper  7799-7806 Order  of  the  Board  that  all  future  engagements  shall 

be  made  in  writing,  Cooper  7797- 

Days  of  the  meetings  of  Boards  and  committees  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on 
the  Public  Records,  from  March  1831  to  December  1835,  with  the  names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners present,  App.  p.  844-852. 

See  also  Authority  of  Commission.  Constitution  of  Commission.  Commissioners  of 
Records.  Correspondence.  Custody  of  Records. 

Boards  and  Committees.  Days  of  the  meetings  of  boards  and  committees  of  His  Majesty’s 
Commissioners  on  the  Public  Records,  from  March  1831  to  December  1835,  with  the 
names  of  the  Commissioners  present,  App.  p.  844-852. 

See  also  Committees. 

Bodleian  Library.  The  Commission  have  obtained  copies  of  catalogues  of  transcripts  of 
Mr.  Dodsworth  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Rep.  xxii. 

A catalogue  of  the  manuscripts  there  has  been  framed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board, 

App.  866. 

See  also  Brewer,  Mr.  J.  S. 

Bolden  Booh.  Very  valuable  information  respecting  the  condition,  the  rents  and  services, 
of  Villeins  to  be  derived  from  this  work,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  12 ,p.  730. 

Bond,  Messrs.  Discharged  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Hardy  were  dismissed,  Pro- 
theroe 1632 His  discharge  from  the  Augmentation  Office,  Stevenson  3856 E.  Bond 
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Bond,  Messrs-conhn«e^  Hardy  toread  and  transcribe,  than  removed  by  the 

no  sooner  rendered  competent  by  by  Mr>  Cole  to  understand  Records, 

secretary,  Cole  47  b1  mr* 

Ctat«e'of  Mr.  E.  Bond’s  employment,  and  payments  made  in  respect  thereof,  App.  p. 
bIa  Keeping.  Mode  of,  adopted  by  witness  in  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  Record  Com 
deco-  Book, 

B0°KSB?l%n  that  publication*  of  Records  might  be  undertaken  by  private  means 
2.  Opinions  of  the  impossibility  of  Booksellers  or  others  puMuhsng  such  wo 
Records. 

■ 3 Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Opinions  ,1 Ha,  publications  might  be  undertaken ^ o( 

Witness  has  thought  it  pioWjta Petl l6„g Witness  quite  satisfied  that 

Hterary  men  XSlteKSSf  & it  worth  the^while  ,0  publish  interesting  Records 
at  their  own  expense,  Cofe  4917.  , 

2.  Opinions  of  the  impossibility  of  Booksellers  or  others  pubhsh, ng  such  no 

Moult  tSersons  who  would 

Not  possible  for  any  individuals  to  pubhs  hRecoius  ann^  ^cuiatiojl>  Stapleton 

favour  or  subscription  it  might  be  done,  u , ^seller  t .ubUsii  any  series  of  Records 

4180 Utterly  impossible  for  any  individual  “okseller  to  pu  , Class 

fuch  as  would  4 polished  by  the  Govemrrmnt  of  ^"^’a  Sutile  speculation  to 
literature  laid  open  by  the  ^hich  have  been  published  by  Commis- 

speculation,  or  by  associated  booksellers,  o groK^5  ^ exp6nse,  Palgrave  5269 

They  could  have  been  printed  in  no  y individual  or  by  any  combination 

Works  could  not  ^nde^^^^^^*^  oyf  thL  of  Record 

among  the  booksellers,  Murray  5274  , individual  or  by  any  combination 

Commission  could  not  be  undertaken,  either  by  ™ of  the  nature  of 

of  booksellers,  with  any  prospeet  of.  profit,  ^3^52^9  without  great  loss, 

Records  could  not  be  undertaken  by  booksellers,  would  have 

Madden  5477 No  individual  bookseller,  01  comp  y It  would  be  next  to 

entered  into  such  a speculation  as  publish  a k ’ f tlie6Sture  of  the  Record  Com- 

-‘h  the  expense,  Nichols 

584Such  publications  as  those  of  the  K««4 
could  be  undertaken  by  booksellers  as 

doubts  much  whether  any  bookseller  wou  bookseller  woulS  undertake  publication  of 

Record  Commission,  Id  ether  ell  6o-i  o . g071 Private  persons  could  not 

Records  even  with  access  to  the  Record  Offices,  JW  6071  ^ P Botder  6l04 

have  undertaken  the  publication,  the  expens  j as  could  have  realized  a profit, 

Works  published  by  the  Commission  by  no  means  such  as  cou satisfied 

or  indemnified  the  bookselling  trade  foi  the  • P ’ P-  . any  person  publishing 
that  there  could  he  no  profit,  nor  any  reasonable  c°mp=^-  * ' “J  nPever  hM? 

such  works  as  those  of  the  Commission,  Brayley  636b  lhe  wot 

been  published  as  a matter  of  commercial  speculation  “Ihope  of  indemnity, 

•Record  works  could  not  have  issued  from  a private  source . with  booksollerto 

Belts  6704-6707 Sale  of  such  undertake 

undertake  the  work,  Phillips  7514 No  bookseller  of  p Invariable  answer  of 

h work  of  the  nature  of  a Record  publication,  Hallam  7581 lnvariapi s a u 

booksellers  that  printing  Records  would  not  pay  for  publication,  would 

Quite  impossible  for  any  bookseller  to  have  undertaken  Record  , p und'ertake 

have  ruined  him,  Merivale  570c,  5704 No  company  or  individual  w: ill  ‘ sy  jr 

to  publish  at  their  own  risk  the  contents  of  the  national  archives,  Lma  , VP- 
p.  730;  Southey,  App.  Q.  1,71-731- 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee.  ,i„  Record 

Selections  from  different  booksellers’  bills  of  the  works  bought  of  them  by  the 
Commission,  App . p-  838-843.  BOOKS : 
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Books: 

1.  Purchased  by  Commission. 

2.  Used  by  Secretary. 

3.  Used  by  Sub-commissioners  and  Editors. 

1.  Purchased  by  Commission. 

Expenditure  of  1800Z.  on  books,  entirely  under  the  discretionary  power  of  the  secretary, 

Protlieroe  2087,  2088 Evidence  as  to  purchase  of  books  by  witness  while  forming  the 

materials  for  a Report  on  the  Fcedera  purchased  at  witness’s  own  expense  to  the  extent  of 

500Z.,  Cooper  p.  88,  Ev.  1281,  3141,  2374,  2390 Reasons  for  the  purchase  of  various 

publications  for  the  use  of  the  Commission,  Cooper  3141—3156  — -Explanations  relative 

to  books  purchased.  Cooper  8115 Witness  aware  the  Commission  possesses  a library 

Avhich  has  cost  several  hundred  pounds,  and  it  is  kept  at  Boswell  Court,  Iiallam  7630-7634* 

Catalogue  of  books  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Commission  since  12  March  1831, 
App.  p.  788-804. 

2.  Used  by  Secretary. 

Witness  read  or  went  through  upwards  of  2000  volumes  in  compiling  Appendix  (A.)  to 

Ttymer’s  Fcedera,  Cooper  2202 ’Evidence  concerning  books  purchased  or  examined 

for  the  compilation  of  Appendix  to  Report  on  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Cooper  2202-2244. 

3.  Used  by  Sub-commissioners  or  Editors.  . 

Ten  pounds’  worth  of  books  may  have  been  purchased  for  the  Augmentation  Office, 

Cole  4782 Impossible  to  say  where  the  library  of  the  Commission  is  kept.  Cole  4789 

Witness  had  a few  books  ‘belonging  to  the  old  Commission,  but  has  been  compelled 

to  buy  for  himself  to  the  extent  of  60 1.  or  70 1,  Hardy  3683 Witness  has  borrowed 

books  from  the  library  of  Record  Commission  for  his  private  use,  not  for  Commission 

work,  Stevenson  3858-3863 Works  purchased  by  witness  to  enable  him  to  complete 

catlaogue  of  documents  transcribed  for  the  Fcedera,  Stevenson  3864  Has  been  desired 
by  Mi\  Cooper  to  charge  the  Commission  for  books,  but  has  not  done  so,  Stevenson  386b 

Only  instance  in  which  witness  purchased  a book  at  expense  of  Commission,  was 

Tanner’s  Notitia  Monastica,  Stevenson  3867. 

See  also  Transcribers. 

Boohs  produced  before  the  Committee.  See  Publications,  1. 

Bosanquet,  Mr.  Justice.  Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  9 June  .1836,  respecting 
the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board,  Jpp.p.  869. 


Bolder,  H.  F.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— King’s  Counsel  and  Recorder  of  Canterbury, 

6100- Great  service  of  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicolas,  the  Nonas  Rolls  and  the  \ alor 

Ecclesiasticus  to  parties  engaged  in  tithe  causes,  6101-6105 Private  persons  would 

not  have  undertaken  the  publication,  expense  would  have  been  too  great,  0104  - 

Parliamentary  survey  in  Cromwell’s  time  also  much  referred  to,  6108 Ministers 

accounts  preserved  in  the  Augmentation  Office  referred  to  very  much  in  tithe  causes, 

'6100 Terriers  preserved  in  the  registries  of  the  different  dioceses  repeatedly  referred 

t0  g110 No  index  of  the  Parliamentary  Survey,  6112 Nor  any  published  of  the 

grants  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  6112 At  the  Rolls  Chapel  the  officer  can  find  without 

difficulty,  certain  data  being  given,  6113 Great  convenience  to  the  public  if  the 

Parliamentary  Survey  at  Lambeth  was  printed,  6116,  6117 Single  copy  only  of  the 

work : destruction  of  the  document  by  fire  would  be  attended  with  less  mischief  if 

printed  6117 Does  not  know  the  mode  in  which  officers  of  the  Rolls  find  Records; 

but  always  receives  them  immediately  6118 The  indexes  to  Pope  Nicolas’s  Taxation, 

Nome  Rolls,  and  Ecclesiastical  Survey  are  very  useful,  6119 -Value  of  the  Inquisitiones 

Post  Mortem,  from  the  assistance  they  afford  in  tracing  the  descent  of  families,  or  the 
history  of  estates,  6120. 


Bouauet,  Dorn,  and  Muratori.  Comparative  merits  of  their  plans  for  large  historical  works, 

Garidet  4076-4079,  4083 ; Madde » 5494 Prefers  the  plan  of  Muratori  to  that  of  Dorn 

Bouquet,  Ellis  5561-5563 Collection  of  Dom  Bouquet  carried  on  at  expense  of  Insti- 
tute with  Government  assistance,  Wright  6930 Statement  by  him  respecting  the 

disadvantages  resulting  from  the  following  Bouquet’s  plan  or  any  plan  similar  to  Bouquet  s, 
iuthe  publication  of  the  early  monkish  chronicles  of  Britain,  App.  p.  915. 

See  also  Gallia  Jiistoria. 


Brazils,  History  of.  The  publications  of  the  Record  Board  could  supply  no  information 
relative  thereto,  Southey,  App.  Q.  9~12P-  731* 


Bracton  New  edition  of  this  work  a desirable  publication,  Wetherell  5988,  5989 ; Stephens 

6768;  Spankie  7035 Reasons  for  reprinting  this  and  other  ancient  law  books, 

Wetherell  ■ 704.Q A wild  speculation  of  any  bookseller  to  attempt  to  publish  such  a woik. 

Sweet  6060— Attempt  of  Mr.  Butterworth  to  collect  subscribers  to  anew  publication 
of  given  up  though  the  editor  had  made  considerable  progress.  Sweet  6obi-  Publica- 
tion of  such  works  would  be  more  valuable  among  historians  and  antiquaries  than  lawyeis. 

Vice  Chancellor  6659 Desirable  that  there  should  be  good  editions  of;  but  doubtful 

whether  worth  the  expense,  Alderson  7649 Would  be  honourable  to  the  country, 

Sitgden  8010 Whether  it  should  be  published,  Littledale  8294.  ^ ^ 
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Brave  Peerage.  Fees  paid  to  officers  of  Record  offices  for  copies  of  rolls,  production  of 

papers  and'  attendance,  Nicolas  3916-39*31  394B  4*66 Fees  paid  for  production  of 

wills  from  Doctors’  Commons,  Nicolas  394 1 • 

Brayley,  Edward  Wedlake.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Librarian  of  the  Russell  Institu- 
tion, 6346 Engaged  for  many  years  in  topographical  pursuits,  6347— Had  frequent 

occasion  to  consult  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  6349 -Witness  regards 

them  as  containing  the  largest  materials  for  topography,  as  well  as  for  constitutional 
history  which  the  country  has  produced,  6353-— Witness  s opinion  of  the  new  edition  of 

Rymer’s  Fcedera,  6355 Catalogues  published  by  the  Commission  very  useful  6357 

——Means  of  economizing  the  time  of  literary  and  legal  inquiries,  6359,  63bo- — Works 
generally  of  <neat  utility  in  all  branches  of  literature  connected  with  subjects  ot  antiquity, 

6o6o -Minutes  of  the  Privv  Council  and  the  Close  Rolls  are  very  valuable,  equal  to 

any  that  have  gone  before,  if  not  superior,  6364 Cause  of  general  literature  would 

suffer  if  publications  were  discontinued,  6365 Witness  perfectly  satisfied  that  there 

could  be  no  profit,  nor  any  reasonable  compensation  to  any  person  publishing  such  works 

as  those  of  the  Commission,  6366 Regards  their  publication  at  the  public  expense, 

to  be  a justifiable  application  of  public  money,  6367 Examination  as  to  expenses 

of  the  Commission,  6369 Quotation  in  a work  of  witness  s,  from  selections  from 

the  Miscellaneous  Records  in  the  Exchequer,  work  lent  by  Mr.  Cooper,  6380-6384. 

Brewer,  Mr.  J.  S.  Payments  made  to  him  for  framing  catalogues  of  certain  manuscripts 
in  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  in  the  libraries  of  various  different  colleges  at  Oxford, 

App.p.  770. 

Bristol  Port  of.  Difficulty  of  finding  a document  of  essential  importance  in  a great  suit  at 
law  respecting  the  port  of  Bristol,  Rep.  xii. Records,  discovered  by  witness  in  search- 

ing unsorted  bags  of  Records,  of  the  highest  importance  respecting  the  dues  on  exports 
and  imports  at  Bristol,  Illingworth  941  • 

Britain  History  of.  Evidence  as  to  nature  of  the  work  entitled  “ Historians  of  Britain,” 
edited  by  Mr.  Petrie,  Protheroe  1638 Authority  under  which  the  Commission  proceeds 

in  this  work.  Cooper  2160,  3057 Nature  of  the  work’  extent  copying  from  ancient 

authors  necessary.  Cooper  2163 Cause  of  the  work  being  suspended,  Cooper  2 166, 2167 

Address  of  House  of  Commons  founded  on  Mr.  Petrie’s  plan  for  carrying  forward  this 

work  Cooper  3057, 3058,  3062 Progress  made  towards  the  completion  of  the  collection 

of  the  Ancient  Historians  of  Great  Britain,  Cooper  3157 How  far  the  plan  of  Muraton 

havino-  been  preferred  to  Dom  Bouquet’s  would  have  expedited  the  work.  Cooper  3161 

Bette° to  proceed  on  plan  of  Muratori  after  the  first  volume,  Cooper  3162- Extent  to 

which  it  is  necessary  to  search  for,  and  nature  of  materials  necessary  fora  complete  History  ot 

Britain,  Cooper  3057-3163 To  whom  the  publication  of  the  materials  for  the  History  ot 

Great  Britain  would  be  a great  convenience,  Iiallam  7637 Former  historians  have  been 

less  successful  in  writing  their  histories  than  they  might  otherwise  have  been  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  collections  for  materials,  Petrie  3472.  , 

A person  capable  of  undertaking  the  task,  of  writing  history  would  labour  under 
great  disadvantages  from  the  absence  of  such  a work,  Petrie  3475»  34° 7 Desirable 
that  a more  accurate  history  should  be  written  than  we  at  present  possess,  Peine 

0474 Doubts  as  to  whether  desirable  to  place  different  periods  in  different  hands, 

Petrie  3477 Origin  of  the  work;  meeting  at  Lord  Spencer’s;  application  to  Parlia- 
ment, Petrie  3419-3423 Searches  for  materials  by  witness  on  the  continent,  Petrie 

3425! Witness  had  no  communication  with  the  Board  as  to  being  supplied  with 

information,  Petrie  3427 Ho  co-operation  between  witness  and  secretary ; not 

aware  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  collecting  information  for  materials  for  History  of  Great 

Britain  on  the  continent,  Petrie  3430-3441 Copies  of  witness’s  work  in  press  been 

sent  abroad ; unfairness  of  the  step,  Petrie  3470 Nature  of  communications  between 

witness  and  the  Board  on  the  subject  of  suspending  the  work,  Petrie  3406-3418. 

Opinion  on  difficulties  experienced  by  Mr.  Petrie  in  prosecuting  his  work  on 
materials  for  British  History  from  danger  of  printing,  and  afterwards  discovering  new 

MSS  in  unsearched  and  uncatalogued  collection,  Tytler  4297- \\  ltness  s opinion  01 

the  materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  and  of  the  plan  on  which  the  work  should  be 

followed  up,  Madden  5490-5493 ; E//is  5561-5563 Prefaces  and  notes  to  such  a 

work  should  decidedly  be  in  English,  Madden  5493;  Ellis  5568 Value  of  the  work 

entitled  “ Materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain,”  Allen  7424 Work  suspended; 

editorship  withdrawn  from  Mr.  Petrie,  Cooper  2793 Order  of  Board,  1831,  that  Mr. 

Petrie  should  confer  with  Mr.  Petit  and  Mr.  Allen  upon  the  contents  of  the  Materials  for 
the  History  of  Britain,  Cooper  7704 — ■ — Committee  appointed  to  consider  whether  Mr. 
Petrie’s  plan  for  the  publication  of  Materials  of  History  was  in  accordance  with  address  of 

House  of  Commons,  Cooper  7709 Committee  appointed,  1832,  relative  to  Materials  for 

History,  Cooper  7716. 

Statement  respecting  the  disadvantages  resulting  from  following  Bouquet’s  plan,  or  any 
similar  plan,  in  the  publication  of  the  early  monkish  chronicles  of  this  nation,  App.  P- 
915-918- 

See  also  Baring,  Mr.  Bouquet , Dom.  Spencer,  Lord. 

British 
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British  Museum.  Advantage  to  the  public  that  the  British  Museum  should  be  longer  open. 

Cooper  2841 Private  letter  of  witness  which  found  its  way  into  the  British  Museum, 

Protheroe  1286 Evidence  concerning  a letter  written  by  'Mr.  Cooper  in  the  name  of 

Hughes,  giving  books  to  the  British  Museum,  Cole  4951 ; Protheroe  1289;  Cooper  2799. 

Index  of  the  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office  has  been  given  to  the  British  Mu- 
seum, App.  p.  772 Memorandum  of  Mr.  Cowtan  as  to  the  mode  of  keeping  the 

accounts  of  the  British  Museum,  App.  p.  833. 

Britton.  New  edition  of  this  work  a desirable  publication,  Wetherell  5988,  5989- 

Reasons  for  re-printing  this  and  other  ancient  law  works,  Wetherellyo^ A wild  specu- 
lation in  any  bookseller  to  publish  a new  edition,  Sweet  6060 Might  be  useful  to  his- 
torians and  antiquaries  more  than  lawyers,  Vice-Chancellor  6659 Would  be  honourable 

to  the  country,  Sugden  80 to. 

Brougham,  Lord.  His  desire  to  sweep  away  impediments  and  abuses  in  the  Record  Com- 
mission, Illingworth  856,  860. Statement  delivered  in  by  Sir  R.  Inglis  from  Lord 

Brougham,  relative  to  the  refusing  to  appoint  either  Mr.  Hardy  or  Mr.  Cole  a Sub- 
commissioner at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances,  p.  214 Selection  of  new 

Board  of  Commissioners  undertaken  by  him  ; re-appointed  every  person  who  had  taken 

an  active  part  in  the  former  Commission,  Nicolas  3884 Considerable  doubt  whether 

Lord  Brougham  is  at  present  Commissioner,  Nicolas  3889-3896 Made  many  repre- 
sentations as  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  old  Board,  Cooper  2403 Extract  of  a 

letter  from  witness  to  Lord  Brougham,  Allen,  p.  632 Interview  with  Lord  Brougham 

on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole,  Cooper  7692 Evidence  as  to  Lord 

Brougham  quitting  the  chair  when  Mr.  Protheroe  had  a motion  to  make,  Protheroe  1303, 
7813  ; Cooper  7809. 

His  opinion  respecting  the  constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board,  App.  p.  870-871. 

Brougham,  Mr.  W.  His  opinion  respecting  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  App.  p.  868. 

Bruce,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  acquainted  with  the  works  of  the  Record 

Commission,  5879 Works  principally  consulted  by  witness ; Commission  has  acted 

wisely  in  its  selection,  5882 Publication  of  the  works  has  been  an  assistance  to  his- 
torical inquiries,  5884 Valuable  information  has  been  discovered  relative  to  the  reigns 

of  Kings  John  and  Richard  II.  from  the  publication  of  the  Commission,  5885-5887 

Information  more  valuable  and  more  authentic  from  Records  than  Chronicles,  5892 

History  of  the  Barons’ . wars  with  King  John,  and  disputes  between  the  King  and  the 

Pope,  have  been  greatly  illustrated  by  works  of  Commission,  5893 Works  generally 

of  essential  importance  to  the  historical  student,  5894 Proceedings  under  the  present 

Commission  a great  improvement  upon  proceedings  of  former  Commissions,  5895-5899. 

Examination  as  to  expense  of  publishing  the  Scotch  Rolls,  5900 — -Study  of 
Records  a liberal  pursuit  which  can  only  be  carried  on  by  gentlemen  of  talent  and  educa- 
tion; such  men  ought  to  be  well  paid,  5905 Publication  of  the  Pipe  Roll  a proper 

measure;  right  date  established  by  Mr.  Hunter;  of  importance  to  have  it  accurately 

dated,  5908-5912 Valuable  information  contained  in  the  Prefaces  to  the  Close  Rolls 

and  Privy  Council  Books,  5916,  5917 Entertains  a high  opinion  of  the  value  of  the 

edition  of  the  Statutes,  5920 Witness  entertains  a high  opinion  of  the  value  of  the 

Close  Rolls,  5922 Of  the  Patent  Rolls,  5923 Of  the  Rotuli  Curias  Regis,  5926 

Such  publications,  witness  should  think,  could  be  undertaken  by  booksellers  as  a 

matter  of  commercial  speculation,  5929 Witness  always  found  the  Docket  Rolls  and 

Judgment  Rolls  of  the  King’s  Bench  in  a satisfactory  state,  5932. 

Buccleugh,  Duke  of.  See  Cartularies. 

Buchanan.  See  Loseley  Papers. 

Buildings.  Commission  has  never  possessed  the  actual  control  and  regulation  of  Record 
buildings  ; their  representations  as  to  insufficiency  not  attended  to,  llep.  vii. Build- 
ings containing  Records  are  too  much  scattered.  Rep.  vii. -Necessity  for  one  entire 

fire-proof  building  for  the  rolls  of  courts  of  justice,  Rep.  viii. Steps  taken  by  Com- 

missioners to  obtain  accurate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  buildings  where  Records  are 

deposited,  Cooper  342 Commission  have  neither  power  nor  funds  to  do  much  as  to 

buildings,  Cooper  1784. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office,  3.  Bill  in  Parliament.  General  Record  Office. 

Petty  Bag  Office. 

Bulls.  Witness  to  have  been  employed  in  forming  a descriptive  catalogue  of  the  Bulls 
which  had  been  transcribed  from  the  Papal  Registers,  Stevenson  3746. 

Burning  of  Houses  of  Parliament.  See  Augmentation  Office,  4. 

Burrell  v.  Nicholson.  See  Richmond  Terrace. 

Byham,  Mr.  Letter  handed  in  from  Mr.  Byham  relative  to  Record  Offices  in  the 
Tower,  Cooper  p.  87. 

Letter  of  R.  Byham,  esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  answer  to  the 
application  of  the  Record  Commissioners  that  the  gunpowder  under  Csesar’s  Chapel  at 
the  Tower  of  London,  might  be  removed,  App.p.  903. 
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the  boot  would  never  have  paid  as  a bootselling  speculation,  Taylor  6177. 

Cam.  Records  at  Caen  have  been  sorted,  and  a calendar  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  Stapleton  5181. 

r : . A denosit  for  Records,  Cooper  1060 Evidence  concerning  the  danger 

tomany  of fte  Records  deposited  in  the  Tower  from  the  vicinity  of  a powder  magazine, 

^Lelteffrom  R.  Byham,  esq.  against  the  removal  of  the  magazine,  App.  p.  So3- 

Win  supply  the  defect  in  the  calendar  to  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem  Hw^e? 

S 6600-6700 Value  of  the  work.  Belt-,  6703-6706- Progress 

V -pljjLts  6qr.c  6q6q Cause  of  delay  from  state  of  Records,  and  inaccuiacy  of 

Srangemenl  in  fte’calen3dars  of  the  former  Commission  Rofcfts  6968— fTcl/ 
this  work  to  correct  a great  many  inaccuracies  and  supply  deficiencies  in  the  old  calen 

ts  RobZs J974;  Andy  7006- Index  to  Inqnis'.t, ones  post  Mortem  defective  for 

want  of  column  of  names  of  heirs,  Danvers  7179-7181. 

Calendars: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  To  Works  published  by  the  Record  Commission. 

Obi'ects'of  the  Commissions  to  provide  for  making  and  printing  calendars,  R‘P-W- 

Even  where  the  Records  are  well  arranged  calendars,  are  wanting  or  aie  veiy  lnsuf 

ficient  Ren  xx The  Commission  has  not  completed  a single  calendar  01  index  to  the 

content/oTany  public  repository,  or  commenced  any  in  1 most  of  ‘^m ; "ames  of  he 

fSes  orStS  bySe  late  Record  Commission,  Rep.  xix.  xx.—  Recommendation  0 
Select  Committee  of  ,800  TKeSdars  w£e 

flip  calendars  of  the  former  Commission,  Roberts  0908,  0901  /.10~a  J P 

fern  tire  dd  Manuscript  calendars  without  any  .examination  of  original  documents 
Roberts  6q82-6q85 -Witness  thinks  that  after  certain  steps  have  been  taken  s 

to  ^which  the 

SS^ZnH  Sattenaiore^ntlg  any  of  the  Records,  6553 

Better  to  have  cdendared  and 

before  the  Records  are  arranged, 

Grimaldi  6555-6559. 

2.  To  Works  published  by  Record  Commission. 

Defects  in  the  index  to  the  Close 

tions  and  Abbreviatio  Placitornm  not  well  done,  Stapleton  5M7-— The  Comm  ss, on  has 
provided  indexes  to  the  different  Records  in  various  offices  which  did  not  exist  betoie, 

\aines  5401 In  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  the  Records  have  been  methodized 

and  calendars  and  catalogues  been  made,  Baines  6402 1 Pope 

person  residing  at  a distance  from  London,  Baines  54°5  54°7  R finn 

Nicolas’s  Taxation,  Nome  Rolls,  and  Ecclesiastical  Survey  are  very  useful  Softer  Bn  9 

Catalogues  published  by  the  Commission  very  aseM,  Brayley  p37——Are  tae 

means  of  economizing  the  time  of  inquirers,  Brayley  6359.  6360— -Witness  frequent  y 
consulting  Records  which  he  could  not  make  use  of  without  the  calendars  and  indexes 
which  have  issued  under  the  Commission,  Grimaldi  6500-6503  Witness  has  o° 
satisfied  with  the  accuracy  of  calendars,  frequently  found  them  erroneous,  lieltz  07  9 

67See  also  Calendarium  Hccredum.  Caley,  Mr.  Catalogues.  Charter  Rolls.  Cauits 
of  Justice  Records.  Courts  of  Law.  Indexes.  Fine  Rolls.  French  Rolls. 
Inquisitiones  post  Mortem.  Printing , 3.  Records,  2. 

Caley,  Mr.  Regrets  that  he  did  not  suggest  arrangements  to  the  Board  which  would  have 
insured,  the  safe  transport  of  the  Records  across  Westminster  Hall,  Kep.  *«•- 
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Caley,  Mr. — continued. 

Opinion  of  former  Commission  as  to  appointment  of  Sub-commissioners,  Cooper  32— - 
Engaged  at  Augmentation  Office,  Rolls  Chapel,  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  and  Chapter 

House  Cooper  33 Arrangement  of  Records  by  Mr.  Caley  or  Mr.  Gay,  Cooper  428 

Nature  of  Calendars  sold  at  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  his  private  property.  Cooper  44«— 

Offer  of  purchase,  Cooper  1026 Nature  of  Mr.  Cole’s  representations  as  to  the  value 

of  Mr.  Caley’s  Calendars,  Cooper  465,  1026 Examination  concerning  Mr.  Caley  s 

incapability  of  performing  his  duties,  Cooper  527-529 S^te  of  Records  at  Augmen- 

tation Office  during  Mr.  Caley’s  life;  difference  between  Mr.  Caley  s and  Mi.  Coles 

arrangement,  Hewlett  802,  806 Able  man  at  Records,  Ilhngmrth  867  Correctness 

of  Mr.  Hewlett’s  description  of  Records  being  removed  to  Mr.  Caley  s house,  Illingworth 

020 His  services  did  not  entitle  him  to,  neither  had  the  Commission  power  to  give  him 

coo  l per  annum,  Protheroe  1523 Impropriety  of  his  income  of  500/.  ou  retl™g> 

Nicolas  3906 Circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Caley  received  his  salary,  Cooper  7819 

Minutes  of  the  Board  relating  to  salary  of  Mr.  Caley,  Cooper  8139. 

Sum  paid  him  by  the  Record  Commission  for  two  years’  services,  App.p.  7b9— 
His  appointment  as  a Sub-commissioner  to  superintend  the  sorting,  arranging,  repair- 
ing, binding,  See.  of  the  Records,  and  offices  at  which  performed,  App.p.  804. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office,  6.  Carta  Miscellanea.  Seals.  1 tenets. 


Cancelled  Sheets.  See  Privy  Council. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of.  Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  9 June  1836,  respecting 
the  constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board,  App.  p.  870. 

CardinaVs  Bundles.  Inquisitions  taken  of  the  several  monasteries  surrendered  to  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  and  the  inquisitions  taken  after  his  death,  now  bound  up  with  “ Inquisitiones 
post  Mortem,”  are  designated  as  “ Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Rolls  Chapel, 
Palmer  6248. 

Carlton  Ride.  Records  deposited  in  the  stables  of  the  late  Carlton  Ride,  -Rep.  viii 
The  Records  that  were  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Charing  Cross, 

were  in  1835  removed  to  the  Carlton  Riding-school,  Rep.  xiv. Common  Pleas 

Records  deposited  there,  Rep.  xix. The  Land  Revenue  Records  are  deposited  in 

this  building,  Cooper  1809  ; Fearnside  7133- 
See  also  Exchequer.  Pleas. 

Carte,  Mr.  His  opinion,  that  to  procure  proper  materials  for  history  of  England,  it  was 
necessary  to  consult  the  records  and  repositories  of  papers  in  foreign  countries,  Cooper 
2174. 

Carta  Miscellanea.  Inconvenient  arrangement  by  Mr.  Caley  of  24  volumes,  intituled 

“ Cart*  Miscellanem,”  Cole  4838 The  very  worst  arrangement  has  been  adopted  in 

every  respect.  Cole  4838. 

Cartularies.  Of  Glasgow : Witness  hopes  soon  to  see  this  valuable  Record  published,  Tytler 

4r7g Of  Leveiiax : value  of  this  document,  published  in  Scotland,  Tytler  4578 

Of  Melrose  : value  of  this  document,  now  publishing  at  the  expense  of  the  Duke  of  Buc- 

cleugh,  Tytler  4274,  4275 Of  Paisley  : published  by  a private  club ; value  of  the 

document  as  compared  with  publications  of  antiquaries,  lytler  4274- 

Cat,  Skeleton  of.  Found  among  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer  in  sorting  and 
removing  them.  Cooper  1222;  Cole  4590,  4591- 

Catalogues.  Effect  which  formation  of  good  catalogues  would  have  in  opening  the  stores  of 

the  Record  offices,  Tytler  4267 Judging  from  the  works  the  Record  Commission  have 

published,  they  have  been  led  into  error  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  calendars  and  cata- 
logues, Tytler  4285,4286 Many  series  of  Records  which  might  be  published,  being 

complete,  without  being  delayed  by  the  catalogues  necessary  for  others,  Nicolas  4589  5 

Tytler  4567 First  efforts  of  Commissioners  should  have  been  devoted  exclusively  to 

the  formation  of  catalogues  raisonnees  of  historical  materials  existing  in  England,  lytler 

4251 This  should  be  done  before  any  works  are  printed,  however  valuable,  Tytler 

4253 Greatest  benefit  the  Commissioners  could  render  the  country,  in  an  historical 

point  of  view,  would  be  to  provide  better  and  ampler  catalogues  of  the  Records,  Parkes 

4385 Value  of  catalogues,  and  arrangement  of  Record  offices,  Ellis  5583 Use  of 

catalogues,  calendars  and  indexes  to  Records  most  used  for  legal  purposes,  Alderson 
7674-^. — Catalogues  to  Records  should  be  first  made,  but  after  a certain  progress  Com- 
missioners should  commence  printing,  Tytler  4278,  4279,  4584 ylf  there  were  only 

funds  sufficient  for  producing  a complete  catalogue,  witness  would  wish  to  see  the  funds 

devoted  exclusively  to  that  purpose,  Tytler  4568 Evidence  explanatory  of  witness  s 

plan  of  catalogues  raisonnees,  Tytler  8185. 

Similar  catalogues  to  those  published  by  the  Record  Board  should  be  composed  tor  all 
Record  offices,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  6,  7,  p.  730 ; Southey,  App.  Q-  1,  p-  731-— Usefulness 
of  those  published  by  the  Record  Board,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  6,  7 ,p.  730  Those  of  the 
0.33-  b 4 
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Catalogues — continued.  . „ . . . 0 . 

MSS  in  .the  British  Museum  have  been  essentially  useful  to  witness,  Southey,  App. 

^ Progress* made  by  the  Board  in  preparing  catalogues  of  the  Records  ill  the  different 

°&SidslPAugme,dation  Office,  3,  Brewer,  J.  S.  Calendars.  Catalogues  by  Mr.  Cole. 

Dodsivorih’s  Manuscripts..  Indexes.  Records,  1,  2. 

Catalogues  by  Mr.  Cole.  Original  intention  that  the  catalogues  should  be  edited  and 
printed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Cole,  Cooper  2747 Reasons  for  their  discon- 
tinuance, Cooper  2752 His  plan  of  topographical  arrangement  impracticable.  Cooper,  p. 

214  Ev  2428 Inaccuracies  were  pointed  out  byMr.  Hunter,  Cooper  27S2— — iiviclence 

as  to  suspension  of  the  work,  and  errors  stated  by  Mr.  Hunter  Protheroe  1606— Work 
suspended  previous  to  any  opinion  being  asked  of  witness.  Hunter  3344— —Evidence 
.concerning  catalogues  made  by  Mr.  Cole ; nature  of  inaccuracies ; witness  disapproves 
of  the  chronological  arrangement,  Hunter  3281-3344 Explanation  of  witness.  Cole 

46 C^use*  of  difference  between  sheets  produced  by  Mr.  Hunter  and  volume  in  pos- 
session of  the  Committee,  Cole  3331-3336 Favourable  opinion  of  specimens  of 

catalogues  formed  by  Mr.  Cole,  expressed  by  Mr.  Cooper,  Stevenson  3820-3825— 
Catalogues  and  calendars  would  serve  in  many  cases  as  well  as  the  publication  of  entire 

documents.  Hunter  6304 Witness  has  seen  specimens  of  Mr.  Cole’s  calendar  and 

considers  them  excessively  useful.  Hardy  3649 Catalogue  formed  by  vvitness  to  Mis- 
cellaneous Records  has  been  printed.  Cole  4.609-4611 Considerable  approbation 

expressed  of  its  execution,  Cole  4613 — —Printing  suspended ; Mr.  Hunter  employed  to 
discover  reasons  ; unfairness  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  strictures  on  the  catalogue  ; explanation  ol 
alleged  mistakes.  Cole  4616. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office , 3.  Cole,  Mr. 

Cathedral  Libraries.  If  the  cathedral  libraries  were  furnished  with  a set  of  the  publica 
tions  of  the  Record  Board,  it  would  be  a great  advantage,  Southey,  App.  Q.  14.  P-  731- 

Cecil  Papers.  Sum  paid  for  a transcript  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Cecil  Papers  at  Hatfield 
House,  App.  p.  772. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  See  Accounts.  Finance. 

Chancellor’s  Roll.  Mr.  Devon  editor  of  Chancellor’s  Roll;  mistakes  therein.  Cooper 

X899 Preface  written  by  Mr.  Hunter  to  supply  that  written  by  Mr.  Devon;  motives 

for  selecting  it  for  printing,  Cooper  1899,  i.913-1916,  *921 Evidence  as  to  publica- 
tion of,  Protheroe  1548 ; Cooper  1897 Suppression  of  the  preface  of  Mr.  Devon  by 

the  secretary,  being  unfit  for  publication,  Protheroe  1548,  1555>  15695  Cooper  1899  _ 
Business  of  the  work  transferred  to  Mr.  Hunter,  Protheroe  1568— —Employed  to 
collate  Mr.  Devon’s  edition  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  Hunter  3258 Extent  of  inac- 
curacies; plan  of  index,  Hunter  3262-3270 Reason  given  for  its  publication,  that 

it  was  easy  of  access,  Protheroe  1548 Printed  partly  to  pave  the  way  to  the  tian- 

scription  and  publication  of  the  Rolls  of  Pipe  Office,  Cooper  1916-  Evidence  as  to 
meaning  of  phrases  in  the  preface.  Hunter  3271-3273 Publication  of  the  Chan- 

cellor’s "Roll,  generally  speaking,  a very  fair  work.  There  are,  however,  a good  many 

errata,  Stapleton  5211 Are  inferior  to  the  Pipe  Rolls  in  importance,  App.  p-  865- 

Sum  paid  by  the  present  Board  for  printing,  paper,  transcripts,  compilation  and  editor- 
ship of  the  “ Rotulus  Cancellarii,  vel  Autographa  Magm  Rotuli  Pipa  de  tertio  anno 
regni  Regis  Johannis,  App.  p.  776. 

See  also  Devon,  Mr. 

Chancery  Proceedinss.  Imperfect  calendars  to,  formed  by  the  late  Commission,  Rep.  xx. 

Engagement-  of  Mr.  Bailey  as  editor  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  Cooper  1922— - 

Value  of  the  Calendars  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  Benson  4969 Value  of  the 

Record  publications  in  Chancery  proceedings,  S pence  5787. 

Chancery,  Observations  on  the  Calendar  of  the  Proceedings  of  Object  of  the  publication ; 
presentation  of  a copy  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  British  Museum,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hughes 
of  Ross,  Cooper  2794-2808. 

Chancery  Records  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Fees. 

3.  Indexes. 


1.  Generally. 

Extent  thereof ; indexes  and  calendars,  Cooper  1181 Witness’s  proposition,  when 

in  Parliament,  that  all  the  Records  should  be  collected  into  one  office,  Spence  5805  - 

No  public  office  in  which  greater  facilities  are  afforded  as  to  Records  than  the  Court  of 
r Chancery 
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Chancery  Records — 1.  Generally — continued. 

Chancery,  Wether  ell  6005—6008 Mode  of  keeping ; removal  to  the  Tovver  every  60 

or  70  years,  Vice  Chancellor  6673 Better  accommodation  is  necessary  for  some  Records 

than  at  present  afforded.  Vice  Chancellor  6674 Has  heard  no  complaint  of  the 

manner  in  which  the  modern  Records  of  the  Six  Clerks’  Office  are  kept.  Vice  Chancellor 

6689 Records  in  a good  state,  well  kept,  good  indexes,  good  repositories,  Turton 

6638-6642,  6682,  6683  ; Drew  6690-6693  ; Merivale  6687 ; Freshfield  8097 The 

returns  from  Six  Clerks’  Office  and  other  minor  offices  in  Chancery  manifest  no  want  of 
order  and  arrangement.  Cooper  671. 

Witness’s  testimony  to  the  accurate  manner  in  which  Records  are  kept  at  the  Chancery 
Offices ; nothing  could  be  more  regular  or  proper  than  the  mode  employed  for  the  pre- 
servation and  arrangement  of  Chancery  Records,  Merivale  6687 No  complaint  or 

difficulty  in  obtaining  access  to  Records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Sugden  7997,  8001, 

8004 Offices  which  contain  the  most  important  Records  belonging  to  the  Court  of 

Chancery,  Freshfield  8081 Arrangement  convenient,  access  easy,  Freshfield  808.2 — * — 

Never  found  any  difficulty  in  making  searches  or  obtaining  copies,  Freshfield  8083 

Fees  generally  moderate,  Freshfield  8034 With  reference  to  property  generally,  the 

Records  the  most  important  in  the  kingdom,  Freshfield  8085. 

See  also  Examiner’s  Office.  Report  Office.  Six  Clerks’  Office.  Tower. 

2.  Fees. 

Fees  generally  moderate,  Freshfield  8092 Fees  are  moderate  as  regards  ancient 

documents,  Freshfield  8094 Fees  taken  for  copies  of  proceedings  in  suits  actually  in 

progress  are  excessive  for  that  purpose,  Freshfield  8094 Charges  for  searches  in  the 

Report  Office  6s.  per  year,  Standen  6257 Charges  for  copies  gd.  per  folio;  charge 

regulated  by  Lord  Hardwicke’s  order,  Standen  6259. 

3.  Indexes. 

Nature  of,  at  the  Report  Office,  Standen  6255 Not  a document  which  could  not 

be  produced  immediately,  Standen  6265 There  is  an  index  locorum  to  the  deeds 

enrolled  in  Chancery,  from  the  reign  of  John  to  Edward  IV.,  which  is  the  only  valuable 
index  which  could  be  made,  Hewlett  634,  636. 

See  Orders  and  Decrees.  Tower  5.  iii. 

Chancery  Rolls.  Number  of  offices  in  which  they  are  deposited,  and  evils  thereof.  Rep.  viii. 

Should  have  been  printed  and  circulated  in  a cheap  form,  Parkes  4412 Utility  of 

the  work  much  lessened  by  the  expense,  Parkes  4413 Rolls  of  Chancery  and  all  the 

other  Rolls  should  be  printed  entire,  down  to  the  end  of  King  John,  Benson  4971. 


Chapter  House,  Westminster : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Fees. 

3.  Indexes. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Records  deposited  in  the.  Chapter  House  of  Westminster  Abbey,  Rep.  via. In- 

secure state  of  the  Chapter  House  in  1732  and  in  1819,  from  the  proximity  of  brewhouses 
and  washhouses ; attempts  made  to  add  to  its  security ; arrangements  of  the  Records 
bad  ; by  whom  clerks  employed ; amount  of  salaries  paid  them,  and  by  whom ; allowance 
for  repairs  ; sum  required  for  binding,  cleaning  and  repairing  documents  belonging  to  the 

classes  already  begun,  Rep.xv.  xvi. There  are  not  sufficient  Calendars  or  Indexes;  certain 

that  are  preparing  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  Rep.  xxi. Appointment 

of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  to  the  sinecure  office  of  Keeper ; objection  to  the  system,  Rep.  xxvi. 

The  present  Commission  have  taken  partin  the  management  of  the  Records  at  this 'office, 

Cooper  250 Management  of  Chapter  House  under  control  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave ; expenses 

partly  defrayed  by  Commission,  partly  by  Treasury,  through  the  Stationery  Office, 
Cooper  183. 

Evidence  as  to  safety  of  building,  superintendence  of  work,  indexes,  8tc.,  Cooper 

1168-1172 Several  classes  of  documents  are  kept  apart;  and  of  the  documents 

called  “ miscellaneous,”  of  which  the  number  is  very  great,  there  are  calendars,  with 
references  to  the  places  of  their  deposit,  so  that  reference  can  be  made  to  many  of  them 
at  any  time.  The  sub-arrangement  in  the  classes  is  in  some  said  to  be  complete.  In 
other  classes  there  is  a great  want  of  arrangement.  There  are  also  many  miscellaneous 
documents  not  ascertained  or  arranged;  but  the  work  of  assorting,  arranging  and 
calendaring  is  going  on  under  the  care  of  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  Cooper,  p.  671-  -Irans- 
actions  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  as  Keeper  of  the  Chapter  House, 

Cooper  1474 Committee  appointed  upon  the  occasion  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  being  named 

Keeper  of  Records  at  Chapter  House,  Cooper  7724 Satisfactory  arrangement  of 

Records  at  the  Chapter  House,  Gage  5039,  5065. 

Witness  has  found  every  facility  for  searching  at  this  office,  Gage  5063 ; Grimaldi  6529 
Greater  part  of  Records  unarranged,  Grimaldi  6573 Calendar  of  Pedes  Fimum 

0.33-  ‘ Vefy 
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Chatter  IIovse,  Westminster— 1.  Bene, ally—  continued. 

a "Nature  of  witness’s  office,  Palgrave  4115 History  of  the 

S^bf^^^tolfcreigB<rfCimute,PolSrTO4'* Appointment  of witness 

omce  can  De  caiue  & t or(j  Grey ; ao-reement  as  to  salary ; nature  of  duties, 

th/o’fficl  Palgrave  43opl-Witne5S  fopnd 

Palgrave  4130-  410  _n  • tmentj  in  an  extremely  neglected  state,  Palgrave  4357 

Letter  from  witness  to  MrP  Spearman,  stating  details  as  to  Records  at  the  Chapter  House, 

Palgrave  4344 Great  improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Chapter  House 

since  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  appointment,  Merivale  5761. 

2.  -Fees.  inouired  into  bv  Fee  Commissioners,  who  saw  no  reason  to  make 

AmC“,tiS  Co  p er  t ^ a?5— Reduction  of  fees  at  the  Chapter  House  for  legal  in- 

auuiM 'no  fees  - charged'  to  historical  inquirers,  Palgrave  4303— Witness  removed  all 

obstacles  as  to  making  searches  directly  he  became  appointed,  Palgrave  4346 

of  the  Chapter  House,  Grimaldi  6581,  6606, 6010. 

3.  Indexes.  ., 

There  is  an  Index  to  the  Fines  and  a. small  and  very  imperfect  Index  to  theTlacita 

Grimaldi  6577 Also  an  Index  to  some  papers  or  proceedings  of  the  Couit  of  Waids 

and  Liveries,  Grimaldi  6578. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Expense  of  sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  reparing  and  binding  the  Records  at  the 
Chapter  House  Ann  p.  771 Improvments  recommended  respecting  the  keepmg  and 

arrangrnimnt'of*  the^Recm^s  deposited  there,  App.p.Sfci  annomtin^^^F^^l^swe 

datecf  18  Anri!  1834,  App.  p.  891 Treasury  constitution  appointing  Sir  h.  Falgiave 

Keeper  of  th"  Reootds  l lie  Exchequer  at  the  Chapter  House,  App  p.  89"---Repoi 
of  Committee  on  the  establishment  necessary  for  assisting  Sir  E.  Palgrave  at  Chapter 
House,  and  on  the  fees  that  ought  to  be  charged  in  that  establishment,  App.  p.  89c  894. 

' See  also  JMu  Polk.  Common  Pleas.  County  Soft >•  &**  »/  Gf™. 

Regis.  King’s  Bench  Rolls.  Martin’s  Le  Grand,  St.  Palgrave,  Sir  Irancis.  a tat 

Chamber.  Treasury. 

Owing-cross.  Care  taken  by  Mr.  Vincent  to  prevent  ^ 

Westminster  Hall  to  Charing  Cross,  Rep.  xn.  xiv.- State  of  the  Records  in 

reported  on  by  the  Commissioners  in  1832,  Rep.  xiv. 

Charities.  Instance  of  witness  being  employed  as  to  some  chmity 2land®^ 
indexes  not  searched  on  account  of  expense  of  fees,  Hewlett  762— 
tion  of  documents  relating  to  poor  and  chanties,  expense  of  searching  indexes,  Mewle  t 

759-763- 
See  also  Poor. 

Charters.  Evidence  concerning  indexes,  Illingworth  903 A most  valuable  obj^t  of  the 

Commission  should  have  been,  some  years  since,  to  have  published  extiacts  fiom  ancient 
charters,  and  entire  prints  of  all  governing  charters,  Parker  43°7- 
See  also  Ancient  Charters.  Normandy.  Royal  Charters,  deals. 

Charter  Molls.  Imperfect  calendars  to,  formed  by  the  late  Commission,  Hep.  xx.—— To  what 

extent  calendared  or  indexed,  Cooper  1081 Expense  of  making  a calendar  to  these 

rolls  2l9i.,  Hardy  3619 Inaccuracy  of  the  calendar  printed  by  former  Commission, 

Hardy  6087;  Roberts  7011.  „ . 

Time  and  cost  estimate  of  calendaring  Charter  Rolls  m the  Tower,  App.  p.  906  908. 

Chartularies.  See  Osmund,  Saint. 

Checks.  Are  not  signed  by  Commissioners ; payments  are  made  by  the  Secretary  alone* 

Protheroe  1411 No  considerable  expenses,  under  present  arrangements,  can  be 

incurred  without  knowledge  of  the  Board,  Protheroe  1429* 

Chevy  Chase.  Examination  as  to  the  value  of  this  ballad  as  an  historical  document, 
Cooper  3071. 

Chronicle  of  England.  In  Appendix  B.  to  Rymer,  there  is  a short  inedited  Chronicle  of 
England,  Cooper  2190. 

Chronicles.  Publication  of  Chronicles,  Holingshed,  8cc.  by  Messrs.  Longmans ; reasons  for 

discontinuance,  Rees  5334 Information  more  valuable  and  authentic  from  Kecoi  s 

than  Chronicles,  Bruce  5892 Value  of  manuscripts  unprinted  ; important  documents 

the  reigns  of  King  Henry  V.  and  VI.  are  still  unpublished,  and  little  known  to  historians, 
Nicholas  3977. 

See  also  Historical  Documents. 

Chronological  Indexes.  See  Augmentation  Office,  3.  Catalogues  by  Mr.  Cole.  Indexes,  2. 
Church  Livings.  Surveys  of  Church  Livings,  during  the  Usurpation,  have  been  bound. 
Cooper  1027. 

See  also  Ecclesiastical  Survey.  Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

J Clarke , 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Commission : 1836.] 


CHR 


COL 


19 


Clarhe,  Dr.  A.  Extract  from  his  Report,  as  a Sub-commissioner,  in  1808,  on  the  necessity 
of  searching  foreign  libraries  for  documents  relating  to  English  history,  Cooper  2174. 

Clerk  of  the  Pells.  See  Pell  Office. 

Clerks  and  Transcribers.  Are  the  third  class  of  persons  employed  by  the  Commission, 

Cooper  62 — : — Discharged  without  any  previous  order  of  the  Board,  Cooper  119 

Control  exercised  over  gentlemen  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  by  Commissioners,  Cooper 
7771-7774. 

See  also  Officers.  Transcribers. 

Close  Rolls: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Indexes. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

The  volume  is  an  invaluable  accession  to  our  historical  materials,  and  well  edited,  Cooper 
1932— — 'Want  of  funds  has  prevented  the  publication  of  the  second  volume.  Cooper 

1941 Edited  by  Mr.  Hardy;  reasons  why  printing  was  suspended,  Cooper  1942 

Publication  of  Close  Rolls,  printed  without  reference  to  witness,  who  compiled  the  work; 
dedication  to  Secretary,  at  his  request;  surprise  of  Mr.  Protheroe  at  the  work  being 

dedicated  to  the  Secretary  instead  of  the  Board,  Hardy  3651-3655 Publication  of 

better  adapted  to  a record  board  than  private  clubs  or  individuals,  Tytler  4273 — ■ — 

Valuable  collection  of  documents,  admirably  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy,  Tytler  4279 May 

be  published  as  a complete  series,  Nicholas  4589 Witness  placed  by  the  present  Com 

mission  to  assist  Mr.  Hardy  on  the  Close  Rolls,  Cole  4420. 

Close  Rolls  contain  much  relating  to  arts  and  manufactures ; important  entries  in  them 

connected  with  the  Painted  Chamber  and  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  Gage  4997-; 

Accuracy  of  the  Close  Rolls,  Stapleton  5193 One  of  the  most  valuable  publications 

of  the  Record  Commission,  Madden  5479 A valuable  publication,  Bruce  5922; 

Allen  7409,  7423 Are  important.,  and  form  a great  fund  of  materials"  for  history, 

Ellis  5558 Of  the  greatest  importance,  Meriva/e  6397 Valuable  information 

contained  in  the  preface,  Bruce  5916 Are  very  valuable;  equal  to  any  that  have  gone 

before,  if  not  superior,  Brayley  6364—= — On  comparing  Close  Rolls,  as  published  with 

the  MS,  not  found  the  variation  of  a letter,  Grimaldi  6525 Publication  highlyexpe- 

dient,  Phillips  75I2. 

2.  Indexes. 

To  what  extent  calendars  or  indexes  are  made,  Cooper  1081 Evidence  concerning 

the  state  of  the  indexes,  Illingzcorth  903 Defects  in  the  index  or  calendar  to  the  Close 

Rolls,  Hodgson  3563 Important  that  the  public  should  have  more  ready  access  to 

those  documents,  Hodgson  3371 The  Close  Rolls  could  be  calendared  for  4,673 1„ 

Hardy  3619- Acceptable  gift  to  the  public  would  be  a calendar  to  these  Rolls,  Steven- 

son 3816. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Information  respecting  the  nature  of  the  grievances  which  called  for  the  resistance  of 
the  Barons  under  John  to  be  obtained  from  a perusal  of  them , LingartP,  App.  Q.  12, 

p.  730 Time  and  cost  estimate  of  calendaring  the  Close  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  App.  p. 

907,  908 Sum  paid  for  printing,  paper,  transcription,  compilation  and  editorship  of 

this  work  by  the  present  Board,  App.  p.  776. 

See  also  Hardy,  Mr. 

Clubs.  Number  of  Clubs  instituted  for  the  publication  of  historical  documents,  Tytler 

4262 Bannatyne  Club,  Maitland  Club,  Surtees  Club,  Iona  Club,  Tytler,  4262 

These  societies,  and  others  of  a similar  nature,  would  publish  historical  works  if  the 
sources  of  information  were  thrown  open,  Tytler  4263 Evidence  of  anxiety  of  Ban- 
natyne and  Maitland  Clubs  to  print  useful  manuscript  records,  Tytler  4575 Reasons 

why  witness  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  permanent  reliance  can  be  placed  upon 
the  efforts  of  clubs  for  the  publication  of  the  great  stores  of  materials  for  British  history, 
Nicolas,  4585. 

See  also  Bannatyne  Club.  Booksellers.  Literary  Societies.  Maitland  Club. 

Clutterbuck,  Mr.  Loss  of  copy  money  to  Record-keeper,  from  an  extract  of  his  History  of 
Hertfordshire  being  allowed  to  be  read  in  court  as  evidence,  Illingworth  910. 

Cole,  Mr.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Cause  of  the  difference  between  the  sheets  produced 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  as  part  of  witness’s  work,  and  the  volume  now  in  possession  of  the 
Committee,  3331-3336- 

(Second  Examination.)  Engaged  in  the  employ  of  the  Record  Commission  thirteen  or 

fourteen  years,  4414 Not  now  employed,  4416 Introduced  to  Commission  by  Sir 

F.  Palgrave,  with  whom  witness  was  engaged,  4420 Placed  by  the  present  Com- 
mission to  assist  Mr.  Hardy  on  Close  Rolls,  4420 From  1833  to  1835  in  preparing 

0.33.  c 2 the 
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Cele,  Mr.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 
the  composition  of  calendar  and  indexes,  and  superintending  ptintingc44ao--Natute 
of  Mr.  Cooper's  alleged  superintendence,  4400-4407— Record  Offices  with  which 

witness  has  been  acquainted,  4408 Scattered  state  of  the  Records  in  the  office  of  he 

King's  Remembrancer,  4429 Attempts  made  at  carious  periods  to  arrange  that 

portfon  requiring  arrangement,  443- . 443?— °f  a 

4437-4446 Custody  of  the  Records  of  King’s  Remembrancer  s Office,  4438,  4439, 

Orders  made  by  Barons  of  Exchequer  with  regard  to  these  Records,  4440— Wit- 
ness’s oninion  that  the  Commission  was  bouud  to  take  care  of  the  Records  111  their 
removals  oarticularly  those  the  arrangement  of  which  had  been  perfected  at  their  ex- 
pense^ 44X4450— Purchase  by  a labourer  of  an  apron  full  of  Records  for  five  shillings, 
Lv  depotited  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  446*— Damage  sustained  by  Records  m 

their  removal  to  and  during  their  deposit  in  Westminster  Hall,  4453 Bad  and  un- 

examined  state  of  Records  in  the  Stone  Tower  of  Westminster  Hall,  4454-4456,  4462 
-—-Superintendence  under  which  Records  were  moved  m 1831  by  Mr.  Adlington  when 
as  much  care  was  taken  as  could  be  in  sending  them  to  the  King  s Mews,  4466-4469 

Operations  in  cleaning  and  removing  the  miscellaneous  Records  ot  the  Exchequer 

rnn Filthv  state  in  which  they  were,  4590 Skeletons  of  rats  and  a cat  found 

imong  them,  4590-4591 Explanations  of  Mr,  Hunter’s  and  Cooper’s  partial  sup- 

pressions  of  witness’s  report,  4591. 

Disputes  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  4597— No  superin- 
tendence exercised  over  witness  by  secretary  ; no  plan  suggested  4605-4606 Catalogue 

formed  by  witness  to  Miscellaneous  Records  has  been  printed,  4609-4611— —Consider- 
able approbation  expressed  of  its  execution,  4613— Printing  suspended  ; Mr.  Hunter 
employed  to  discover  reasons,  4615 Unfairness  of  Mr.  Hunter  s strictures  on  the  cata- 
logue 4616-4627 Explanations  of  alleged  mistakes,  4616 Reasons  why  witness 

did  not  give  a long  account  of  the  Liber  Niger,  4616 Explanation  of  the  alleged  mis- 
quotation from  Le  Neve’s  MS ; remark,  4616. These  reasons  assigned  for  continuing 

the  suspension  of  the  work ; work  suspended  before  they  were  discovered,  4619. 

Witness  never  able  to  procure  the  Nonte  Rolls,  though  the  order  of  Mr.  Vincent  was 

given  for  their  delivery,  4629 The  Commission  has  not  sufficient  legal  authority, 

Xfioo Author  of  the  Selections  from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer, 

Jfioo-4.648 Collected  with  a view  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  documents  to  be 

found  in  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  4634 Volume  completed  1834,  but  not 

published.  4637-4639 Evidence  concerning  the  title-page  suppressed  by  Mr.  Cooper, 

4640 Work  begun  on  Mr.  Cooper’s  responsibility,  4643 Volume  now  published 

as  Agenda ; injudicious  mode  of  publishing  valuable  Records  in  this  manner,  464b—— 
Evidence  as  to  printing  a bill  for  medicines  of  Edward  I.,  4647 — -Evidence  as  to 
sale  of  Exchequer  Records,  and  one  bought  by  Mr.  Pickering  ; others  sold  at  Mr.  Craven 
Ord’s  death,  as  private  property,  4649-4657 When  first  witness  saw  the  Augmen- 

tation Office,  in  1833,  it  was  in  a most  disgraceful  state,  4658-4659— Classes  ot 

Records  were  very  badly  arranged  locally,  4660 Re-arrangement  of  the  Records  at  the 

Augmentation  Office,  after  witness’s  appointment  as  keeper  by  Mr.  Cooper,  4670. 
Attempts  of  witness  to  procure  Mr.  Caley’s  private  indexes.  Valuation  of  them, 

4677-4679 One  index  sold,  which,  without  doubt,  was  public  property,  4679-4685 

——Conduct  of  witness  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament ; rewarded  by  Com- 
missioners for  his  exertions,  4687-4692 Steps  taken  by  witness  to  arrange  the 

Records,  thus  thrown  into  confusion,  4693 System  adopted  by  witness  in  arranging 

the  Records  arranged  in  classes  in  a topographical  arrangement,  4696 This  arrange- 
ment will  supply  the  place  of  a calendar,  4697 Bad  lettering  to  the  volumes  arranged 

by  Mr.  Caley,  4698-4699 Mr.  Caley  cut  off  the  seals  of  a great  number  of  con- 
ventual leases,  in  order  to  arrange  the  leases  in  volumes,  4700-4707 Evidence 

relatino-  to  the  discovery  of  a document  in  the  Augmentation  Office  relating  to  the  manor 
of  Tewington,  4709 — ^Discovery  of  some  portion  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  which 
ought  to  have  formed  part  of  the  supplemental  volume,  4710-4711— — Fees  charged  by 

Mi\  Caley,  reductions  made  by  witness,  4712-4715 Facilities  afforded  to  searchers, 

4?16 Witness’s  intention  as  to  classification  of  Records  had  he  not  been  interrupted, 

On  witness’s  dismissal,  he  deposited  the  keys  of  the  office  with  the  Treasury, 

JLg Employment  of  Charles  Gay  by  Mr. Caley;  certainly  not  competent,  without 

superintendence,  to  carry  on  the  plan  of  arrangement  in  the  Augmentation  Office  com- 
menced by  witness,  4734. 

(Third  Examination.)  Further  explanations  respecting  the  reports  drawn  up  by  witness. 
The  obliteration  of  words  Sub-commissioner,  which  title  had  been  sanctioned  by  Mr. 

Cooper,  4735-4736 Evidence  respecting  binding  Records  at  Rolls  Chapel  ; witness’s 

plan  of  portfolios  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary,  4737 Local  arrangement  of  the  Records 

at  Rolls  Chapel  very  inconvenient  and  detrimental  to  the  Records,  4739 Steps  neces- 
sary to' be  taken  on  searching  the  Records  at  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  4742- 

Evidence  as  to  search  at  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office  for  a document  wanted  by  Mr.  Coode 

for  Mr.  Trevanion,  4742 Distinction  between  the  property  held  as  Duke  of  Cornwall 

and  a private  person,  4745- 

No  documents  in  the  archives  of  the  Duchy  which  should  be  withheld  from  the  public, 

4«c0 Instance  in  the  case  of  Rowe  v.  Breaton,  in  which  documents  relating  to  the 

private 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Commission:  1836.] 


COL 


COL 


21 


Cole,  Mr.( Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

private  property  were  received  in  evidence,  4749 Duchy  officers  cannot  draw  the  line 

between  public  and  private  documents  ; doubts  of  Mr.  Abbot  as  to  ministers’  accounts, 

4753 Large  mass  of  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Records  found  in  Augmentation  Office,  4758- 

4760 A larger  number  of  Welsh  Records  than  the  Welsh  auditors  possess  are  in. 

the  Augmentation  Office,  4761 Distribution  of  Records  of  the  same  class  in  various 

offices,  4762 Publications  of  the  Record,  which  are  imperfect  from  this  cause,  4762 

Errors  in  the  published  volume  of  Testa  de  Neville,  4763-4769 Bad  state  of 

Records  of  the  Pipe  Office;  consequences  of  the  changes  from  dry  to  damp  in  their 
depository  at  Somerset  House,  4770. 

Document  relating  to  the  manor  of  Tywarnhale,  in  Cornwall,  found  among  them,  4773 

Many  crown  leases  in  the  same  office  in  a state  of  great  confusion,  4776,  4777 A 

mere  fiction  to  state  that  there  is  a school  of  young  transcribers ; a deception  upon  the 

Committee ; nature  of  the  instruction  at  the  British  Museum,  4780-4781 To  say  that 

books  have  been  purchased  for  this  school  for  gentlemen  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  to 

any  extent,  is  not  coincident  with  the  fact,  4781 £.10  worth  of  books  may  have  been 

purchased  for  the  Augmentation  Office,  4782 Impossible  to  say  where  the  library  of 

the  commission  is  kept,  2789 Explanations  as  to  ministers’  accounts  ; their  alleged 

injury  by  arrangements  of  witness  ; their  validity  in  their  present  form  as  evidence,  4799- 
4823,  4827-4830. 

Instances  of  Mr.  Caley’s  arrangement  of  the  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office, 

4833 Claim  of  the  calendar  at  his  decease ; its  sale  as  private  property,  4834 

Arrangement  adopted  by  witness,  4836 Proceeding  with  the  calendar,  when  labours 

were  interrupted,  4838  Inconvenient  arrangement,  by  Mr.  Caley,  of  twenty-four 

volumes,  intituled  Cartas  Miscellaneas,  4838 Arrangement  by  witness  of  documents 

entitled  Leases  or  Grants,  4839 Of  the  Court  or  Manor  Rolls,  4840 Cause  of 

witness  having  cut  off  tickets  to  Records  placed  by  Mr.  Caley,  4841 Different  modes 

of  arrangement  requisite  for  different  classes  of  Records  ; same  reasons  applicable  to  the 

formation  of  calendars  and  indexes,  4843 'Nature  of  witness’s  engagements  with 

Mr.  Cooper  as  to  salary ; emoluments ; employments  during  his  engagements  with  the 
Record  Commission ; disputed  accounts ; reasons  for  dismissal ; letter  of  Mr.  Devon 

to  Mr.  Cooper,  4845-4916 Witness  quite  satisfied  that  literary  men  and  booksellers 

would  find  it  worth  their  while  to  publish  interesting  Records  at  their  own  expense 

4917 Mr.  Knight  has  undertaken  to  publish,  on  his  own  risk,  documents  relative 

to  the  suppression  of  monasteries,  among  which  is  Henry  Eighth’s  scheme  for  the  creation 
of  bishopricks,  4918, 4919,  4922. 

(Fourth  Examination.)  Further  evidence  as  to  mode  of  witness’s  dismissal,  4923 

Mr.  Hallam’s  opinion,  in  an  extract  of  a letter,  of  the  unfairness  of  crediting  ex- 

parte  statements,  4924 Purchase  of  Records  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  4925^ Quantity 

of  Records  lodged  at  the  First  Fruits  Office,  which  do  not  belong  to  that  office,  4930 - 

Evidence  as  to  sale  and  removal  of  Records  from  place  of  deposit,  4926-49457 Evi- 

dence as  to  attendance  on  the  Board,  without  being  heard  in  his  own  defence  prior  to  his 

' dismissal,  4946-4950 Illustrations  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  unofficial  conduct,  4951 

Further  evidence  concerning  a letter  written  by  Mr.  Cooper,  in  the  name  of  Hughes, 
giving  books  to  the  British  Museum,  4951-4954. 

(Fifth  Examination.)  Witness’s  opinion  of  the  evils  of  the  present  Boards,  and  plan 
by  which  a salaried  Board  might  exist,  without  greatly  increasing  the  burden  to  the 
country,  7906-7910 Statement  respecting  documents  discovered  in  the  King’s  Remem- 

brancer’s Office  since  the  publication  of  the  several  works  in  which  they  should  have 
been  inserted,  7911. 

Cole,  Mr.  His  pamphlet  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  claiming  to  be  a Sub-commissioner, 

Cooper  112 Employment  of  Mr.  Cole ;’ nature  of  works  entrusted  to  him;  decision 

of  Commissioners  as  to  his  not  being  a Sub-commissioner,  Cooper  67-97,  114,117,  426 

Letters  between  Mr.  Cole  and  witness  relative  to  the  belief  of  the  former  as  to  his 

nomination  as  a Sub-commissioner,  Cooper  241 His  ‘ remuneration  for  editing  the 

Miscellaneous  Records,  Cooper  2934 Cause  of  his  dispute  with  witness,  Cooper  2941 

Evidence  as  to  increase  of  Mr.  Cole’s  income  by  piece-work.  Cooper  296,1,  2962 

Employed  on  Miscellaneous  Records  as  Appendix  to  Agenda,  in  order  to  increase  his 

salary,  Cooper  2666,  2667,  2700 His  opinion  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Caley’s  indexes. 

Cooper  1027 His  calendar  to  Miscellaneous  Records  of  King’s  Remembrancer’s 

Office;  evidence  as  to  whether  in  his  possession.  Cooper  1217 Causes  of  dismissal 

of  Mr.  Cole;  cause  of  the  stoppage  of  his  work,  Protheroe,  1606,  1607,  1613-1624 — - 

Consultation  of  the  Board,  in  Mr.  Cole’s  case,  Cooper  7789 Result  of  witness’s 

motion  to  reinstate  Mr.  Cole  as  a Sub-commissioner,  Protheroe  2149-2154 

evidence  concerning  the  disputes  between  the  secretary  and  Mr.  Cole,  and  the 

dismissal  of  the  latter  gentleman,  Protheroe  2091 Evidence  denying  any  participation 

in  striking  out  the  title  “ Sub-commissioner,”  as  connected  with  Mr.  Cole,  Hunter 
3345-3351- 

See  also  Augmentation  Office.  Catalogues.  Editors.  King’s  Remembrancer.  Memorials. 

Miscellaneous  Records,  1.  Selections  from  Exchequer  Records.  Sub-commissioners. 

O.33.  c 3 Collard, 
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Collari  Mr.  Roqer.  Employed  by  the  Commission ; has  received  money  for  sending  oyer 

trLmipts  from  collections  in  France,  Protheroe  2065-0067 Payments  made  to  him, 

Cooper  2950. 

Collation  of  Records.  See  Records , 1. 

C'nlhute  of  Arms  Library  at,  open  to  any  literary  person  to  make  extracts,  Beltz  6712, 

CS-;-S  offl  ’AeyAof  indexes,  Beltz  6740-6744— Nature  of 
feW for  searches;  no  charges  made  to  literary  men,  6747— H ^ 

work,  but  preparing  others  on  a better  and  more  accessible  scale,  Beltz  6744,  6749-6750 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  office  contains  any  documents  which  are  not 

perfectly  well  known  to  the  registrar  and  other  gentlemen  connected  with  it,  Cooper  671. 

r ninnies  Most  important  that  documents  relating  to,  should  he  published  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government,  for  the  advantage  of  Government  and  the  people  of  the  country, 
Johnston  5940,  5963 At  present  the  necessity  of  such  publications  greater  than  ever, 

Johnston  5964.  . . ' t>  • /-<  • i 

See  also  Appellate  Jurisdiction,  India.  Privy  Council. 

Colauhoun,  James.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Consul  for  the  Hanse  Towns,  and  Consul- 
General  for  Saxony,  6316 Answers  from  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Lubeck  and^Saxony, 


exnressing  acknowledgments  for  the  Commissioners  of  Records’  publications,  6319- 
Historical  science  of  the  Continent  has  been  benefited  by  the  labours  of  the  English 

Record  Commission,  632.5 The  present  of  these  works  has  contributed  to  promote 

friendly  international  relations,  6329 Applications  which  have  been  made  to  the 

King’s  Government  for  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  6334. 

Commission  of  Records.  See  Board  of  Commmissioners.  Constitution  of  Commission. 
Record  Commission. 

Commissions.  Standing  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  should  be  sessionally 
appointed  for  legislation ; Public  Records  and  other  objects  of  national  importance,  bpence 

cgqo Evils  of  the  want  of  supervision  for  all  Commissions,  -Spence  5832-5837 

Standing  Committees  would  insure  the  due  execution  of  the  duties  of  Commissioner, 
Spence  5835. 

See  also  Law  Reforms. 

Commissioners  of  Records.  Extent  to  which  witness  has  been  in  the  practice  of  consulting  and 
advising  with  Commissioners,  on  the  progress  of  works,  so  as  to  obtain  their  opinions  and 

assistance  Pahrave  5258 Witness  has  found  Commissioners  desirous  and  anxious  to 

do  everything  which  is  required  from  them  in  the  terms  of  their  Commission  and  to  do  it  m 

the  best  manner.  Hunter  6308 Competence  of  Commissioners  to  judge  of  merits  ot 

execution  of  works,  Cooper  7735 Ready,  when  called  upon,  to  examine  works  passing 

through  the  press,  Cooper  7736 Testimony  of  witness  to  the  propriety  and  anxious 

zeal  with  which  the  duties  were  performed  by  the  late  Commission,  lhomson  3031 
Witness  and  Mr.  Hardy  both  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  at 

which  the  decision  of  W.  Cooper  was  confirmed  by  the  Board,  Cole  4946 Result  ot 

this  meeting  never  communicated  to  witness  officially.  Cole  4949- 

See  also  Authority  of  Commission.  Board  of  Commissioners.  Boards  and  Committees. 

Committees.  Constitution  of  Commission.  Custody  of  Records.  Records. 


Committees  of  Record  Commissioners,  appointed  on  the  following  subjects 

1831 . On  best  mode  of  remunerating  Sub-commissioners ; of  best  manner  of  disposing 
of  stock  of  publications ; on  expediency  of  collecting  from  Conquest  to  Edward  I.,  and  on 
continuing  Parliamentary  writs ; on  expediency  of  removal  of  Records, ; on  Mr.  Petrie  s 
plan  for  publication  of  Materials  of  History,  Cooper  7696-7713. 

1832.  On  Mr.  Bayley’s  publication  of  calendars  in  Chancery;  on  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing Parliamentary  writs,  relative  to  Materials  for  History  of  Britain  ; survey  of  Record 
depositories,  Cooper  7714-7720. 

1 833.  Committee  to  superintend  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  progress,  Cooper  7721 . 

1834.  On  Welsh  laws;  on  Anglo  Saxon  laws;  on  the  occasion  of  Sir  F.Palgrave 
being  appointed  Keeper  of  the  Chapter-house,  Cooper  7724. 

1835.  On  Mr.  Pitcairn’s  case ; to  inspect  certain  sorting  and  calendaring  operations’ 
Cooper  7726. 


Common  Pleas.  The  docket  books  are  the  only  calendars  of  the  Records  which  are  not 

sufficient.  Rep.  xxii. They  are  deposited  in  the  Carlton  Ride;  inconvenience  of 

their  having  been  ten  years  in  temporary  buildings,  Rep.  xix. Communications  from 

Mr.  Hewlett;  nothing  that  requires  the  interference  of  the  Board,  Cooper  258 In  the 

Common  Pleas  formerly  there  were  persons  who  could  not  read  Latin,  or  the  character 

in  which  Records  were  written,  Illingworth  929-932 State  of  the  Common  Pleas 

Records,  Cooper  1823 State  of  Records  deposited  in  the  Chapter  House,  Pahrave 

4338 Arrangement  of  records  convenient ; access  easy ; never  found  any  difficulty  in 

making  searches ; fees  not  unreasonable,  Leake  6125,  6137-6139 Never  met  with  any 

difficulty ; great  facility  afforded  by  the  officer  of  the  court,  Leake  6142 Under  whose 

direction 
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Common  Pleas — continued. 

direction  and  superintendence  they  were  removed  from  the  shed  in  Westminster  Hall, 
App.  p.  862. 

See  also  Verdict  Rolls,  2. 

Compensation.  Monies  paid  at  the  Treasury,  upon  the  certificates  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners, of  the  compensation  fit  and  proper  to  be  made  to  the  secretary,  the  Sub-com- 
missioners and  others  employed  under  the  Board,  App.p.  750. 

Composition.  See  Destruction  of  Records. 

Conquest.  See  Battle  of  Hastings. 

Constitution  of  the  Record  Commission  : 

1.  Generally . 

2.  Opinions  in  favour  of  the  present  and  unsalaried  Board. 

3.  Opinions  in  favour  of  Alteration  and  salaried  Board. 

4.  Official  Appointments,  advantages  and  disadvantages  of. 

5.  Supervision  of,  recommended. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

The  constitutions  of  all  the  Commissions  have  remained  the  same,  with  the  exception  of 

those  since  1800,  having  nominated  ex-officio  and  quorum  Commissioners,  Rep.  v. 

Powers  conferred  on  the  present,  beyond  those  on  the  former  Commission,  Cooper  5 

Sir  J.  Leach’s  opinion  as  to  the  proper  number  of  Commissioners,  Illingworth  967 

Objects  of  Commission,  as  specified  in  the  wording  of  the  Commission,  unattainable.  Cooper 

1795 Construction  of  the  powers  of  the  Commission,  Cooper  1790-1799 As  it  at 

present  exists,  no  practical  benefit  whatever  can  be  produced,  Nicolas  4239,  424° • 

Impossible  that  a Commission,  composed  like  the  present,  can  be  qualified  for  the  task  of 
superintending  works  editing  under  its  sanction,  Nicolas  3985 Powers  of  Commis- 

sioners; construction  of  wording;  interpretation  of  the  extent  of  power  to  print,  Cooper 

2571 Reasons  why  meetings  of  Commissioners  much  more  frequent,  1832-1833,  than 

subsequently,  Cooper  7731 Cannot  fulfil  its  duties  without  a specific  Act  of  Par- 
liament, Nicolas  3914 Has  not  sufficient  legal  authority,  Cole  4630 Papers  and 

letters  from  various  persons,  on  the  subject  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  Cooper  8108. 

2.  Opinions  in  favour  of  the  present  and  unsalaried  Board. 

Witness’s  opinion  as  to  the  best  formation  of  a Record  Board  would  be  a Board  of 

unpaid  Commissioners,  Benson  4976 Witness  considers  present  Commission  works 

well ; would  be  extremely  sorry  to  see  paid  Commissioners ; would  lead  to  disgraceful 

jobs.  Gage  5001 Commission  has  worked  well,  its  published  works  have  done  it 

credit,  Gage  5036,  5049,  5050,  5055,  5074 The  Commission  the  greatest  benefit  that 

was  ever  conferred  upon  the  historical  and  topographical  literature  of  the  country, 
Baines  5442 — —Witness,  as  far  as  he  can  judge,  considers  the  constitution  of  the  present 
Commission  the  best  that  can  be  put  into  practical  operation,  Spence  5830 Incon- 

veniences which  would  flow  from  a paid  Board  as  contrasted  with  the  present  Board, 

Gurney  5099-5105 A Board  of  paid  Commissioners  interfering  in  everything  would 

be  the  worst  arrangement  for  the  public  service,  Gurney  5106 Witness’s  plan  against 

the  introduction  of  salaried  Commissioners,  Allen  7375 Constitution  of  the  present 

Board  perfectly  well  adapted  to  secure  its  objects,  Wetherell  6033- Reasons  why  it  is 

decidedly  not  better  to  vest  the  supreme  direction  in  persons  receiving  salaries,  Wetherell 

6034 Witness  does  not  think  it  advantageous  to  unite  the  direction  and  the  executioiE 

of  Record  publications  in  the  same  persons,  Wetherell  6035 Benefit  must  result  from 

having  persons  of  high  legal  and  political  situations  in  the  Commission,  Wetherell  6036. 

Duties  of  Commission  would  not  be  better  performed  if  a salaried  or  pecuniary 
remuneration  was  attached  to  them,  Merivale  5727 — —Duties  of  Commissioners, 

Merivale  5727-5738 Witness’s  opinion  generally  favourable  to  the  formation  of  the 

present  Board,  Merewether  8058 ; Merivale  5724 Witness’s  opinion  as  to  best 

formation  of  a Record  Board,  Thompson  3832*  3855*;  Allen  7321;  Alderson  7683, 

7684 Observations  of  Mr.  Allen,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  upon  the  constitution  of 

the  Record  Board,  A 'l/en  7321 — — Extract  of  a letter  from  witness  to  Lord  Brougham, 
Allen,  6632 Evidence  concerning  formation  of  Board,  and  advantages  of  official  per- 
sons forming  part  thereof,  Allen  7322-7332,  7343-7353 To  Place  tlie  Records  of 

the  country  under  the  superintendence  of  half  a dozen  literary  men  would  be  a hazardous 
experiment  Allen  7336 — - — Original  constitution  of  the  Record  Board  the  best  that 
could  be  taken,  viz.  men  of  high  official  station  as  Commissioners,  and  men  of  eminence 
employed  as  Sub-commissioners,  paid  by  salary  and  labour,  Gurney  5089 ; Vice-Chan- 
cellor 6678-6680. 

Inconveniences  which  would  flow  from  a paid  Board  as  contrasted  with  the  present 

Board,  Gurney  5099-5100,  5105 A salaried  Board  by  no  means  necessary, 

Spankie  7458 Board  would  degenerate  if  salaried,  Spankie  74*H  Extent 

to  which  witness  would  have  persons  employed  with  salaries,  Spankie  7465-7471, 

Allen  7321 Board  ought  to  select  editors,  Spankie  7472 Doubts  whether  there 

would  be  sufficient  occupation  for  a salaried  Board,  Alderson  7683,  7684  A Board 

0.33.  c 4 1,ke 
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Constitution  of  Rec.  Com.-2.  Opimommfaeonr  of  an  unsalaried  Boa, -i-coMimei. 

...  . ,.Her  tllan  salaried  Commissiouers,  Litlkdale  8310 Evidence  as  to 

like  the  present  lde‘*eI  , “ 3 „ Without  being  paid  there  are  many  persons 

constitution  of,  lynihmt,  ^ W 9the  duty,  Lord,  Son Duties  may 

,n  as  salaried  Commissioners,  Lyndlmnt,  Lord  8013 

^^Notbetter^iTvest  the  supreme  direction  in  a body  receiving  salaries,^*,.  8005; 
Lyndhurst,  Lord,  8213. 

3.  Opinions  infauour  of  Altcmtion  and  salaried  Board. 

~ as  it  is  can  never  be  efficient,  Protheroe  1509-1511 A 

Commission  consthuted  as  drs  c Prortm*  1510-1515 Board 

better  Board  would  resntt^m  pain  Effe(,taal  reform  mllst  be  by 

*““irafew  ablf  Li  efficient  individuals,  and  by  paying  them  for  their  labour, 

SarSmS  Vop?1 Ad^him 3873—Its  number  is  a great  objection ; 

tofAumeroT  a Boat/ to  work  well,  Nicola*  3885 D°<=?  not  contain  elements  of 

nracticad  utility;  would  neither  reform  abuses  nor  repress  jobbing,  N,colas  3899 

practical  uj,  secretary  on  the  subject  of  the  Commission,  Nicolas  3901 

Ma“ne”rnof  improving  fte  formation  of  the  Commission  by  appointing  paid  Commis- 

Si0Onffiio?ffevourabt  to  a paid  Commission,  Langdale,  Lord,  4584— Whether  pos- 
sib?ePto  have  a Commission  s0P constituted  that  some  persons  may  attend  to  genei  al  bust- 

r* pc c snd  other  persons  to  parts  of  it,  Langdale,  Lord,  4529 Evidence  as  to  eh0ibility 

of  th^Master  of  the  Rolls1  holding  the  office  of  Record  Commissioner,  Langdale,  JLord, 

Better  to  have  competent  persons  paid  for  regularly  attending  to  the 

Commission  and  responsible  for  its  being  transacted;  this  vvould  not  exclude  other  persons 
Commission  ana  iesi  T amriah  Lord  4556 Desirable  to  have  persons  who 

SpSiar  knowledge  of  history  and  antiquities  or  who  have  control  over  Particular 

I anpdale  Lord,  4557 Difficulty  of  making  arrangements  as  to  official  Com- 

Records, , La 1 g , 4 7 witness’s  opinion  of  the  evils  of  the  present  Board; 

SSySff  Sfc  might  exist  Without  increasing  tto  total 
ana  pian  uy  > Th  s|10Up  be  some  person  of  station  whose  whole  time 

Mere® ether  8058-8064. 

4 Official  Appointments,  advantages  and  disadvantages  of. 

Inconvenience  of  appointing  official  persons  Commissioners,  though  often  useful, 
inconvemei  1 1 of  annointins  as  Commissioners  high  official 

areangemrat^hstoofficial  appointments,  Langdale.  Lord,  4560 Advantages  of  official 

appointments,  Allen  7322. 

Like  another  Commissions,  wants  supervision,  Spence  583°— — Witness  proposeu  that 
stanffing  committees  for  legislation,  for  Public  Records,  and  other  subjects  of  national 
importance  should  be  appointed  sessionally,  Spence  5830. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee.  . 

Bosanquet,  Mr.  Justice;  his  opinions,  contained  in  a letter  to  the  secretary,  respecting 
the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board,  App.  p.  869.  , _ , „ , 

Brougham,  Lord;  his  opinion  respecting  the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board, 

brougham, 8filr.  W. ; his  opinion  respecting  the  constitution  of  the  Record  Board, 
^Dundas^Mr.  W. ; Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cooper  on  the  constitution  of  the  Board, 

4PHa8«m,8Mr. ; Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cooper,  6 June  1836,  on  the  constitution  of  *the 

present  Record  Board,  App.  p.  868,  869.  p„nl_ 

1 Ker,  Mr.,  Letter  from,  3 June  1836,  respecting  the  constitution  of  the  Recoid  Con 

mifiandaftf?B£ho6p8 0 f,  Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  16  June  1836,  respecting  the 

construction  of  the  Record  Board,  App.p.  871.  

Parke,  Mr.  Baron,  Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  20  June  1836,  lespectm.,  the 
constitution  of  the  Record  Board,  App.  p.  871.  , 

Petit,  Mr.  L.  H.;  Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  11  June  1836,  respecting  the 
constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board,  App.  p.  870. 

Utterson,  Mr. ; Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  9 June,  on  the  constitution  ot  the 

iommmoii.  Board  of  Commissioners.  Boards  and  Committees. 
Bosanquet  m.  Juftici  Brougham,  Lord.  Brougham,  Mr.  W.  Catalogues.  Charter 
Rolls.  Commissioners.  Committees.  Leach,  Sir  J. 
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Construction  of  the  power  of  the  Commission.  See  Constitution  of  the  Board,  1. 

Continent.  Remuneration  awarded  to  persons  employed  on  the  Continent,  Cooper  2949. 
See  also  Belgium.  Denmark.  France.  Germany.  Lisbon.  Iianse  Towns. 

Contractions.  Witness  approves  of  the  plan  of  printing  with  contractions,  which  affords 

great  protection  against  the  errors  of  transcribers,  Palgrave  5270-5272 Expenses  of 

printing  greatly  increased  where  there  are  contractions  or  Foreign  languages,  Rees 

5376-5383- 

Conventual  Leases.  Inspection  of,  by  Members  of  the  Committee,  from  which  Mr.  Caley 
had  cut  the  seals,  Rep.  xvii. 

Conveyances.  Deposit  of  enrolments  of  the  private  conveyances  of  land  and  other  descrip- 
tions of  property,  Hewlett  653. 

Coode,  Mr.  IL  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— A solicitor,  3990 Frequently  consults  the 

Records  of  the  office  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  3992 Unable  to  make  out  distinction 

between  public  and  private  Records,  3993-3994,  3996 Distinction  which  should  be 

drawn  between  those  considered  public  and  private,  3997_4007 Distinction  between 

property  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  estates  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  4009,  4010 

Sale  of  estates  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  under  the  Land-tax  Redemption  Acts ; documents 

relating  to  these  estates  should  be  given  up  to  purchasers,  4010 Conveyance  of  the 

manor  of  Tewington,  401 1 Should  advise  a client  purchasing  under  the  Land-tax 

Redemption  Act,  to  be  satisfied  with  the  title,  4014 Nature  of  tin  tolls  paid  to  the 

Duke  of  Cornwall,  4021 Doubt  whether  ministers’  accounts  are  considered  public  or 

private  documents,  4022 Examination  as  to  search  having  been  made  in  the  name  of 

Mr.  Trevanion  for  documents,  without  that  gentleman’s  knowledge,  4035-4050. 

Cooper,  C.  Purton.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Secretary  to  the  Commission,  2 Not 

connected  with  the  previous  Commission,  4 Powers  conferred  on  the  present  beyond 

those  of  the  former  Commission,  5 Mode  of  calling  meetings  of  the  Board  at  present 

and  formerly,  10 Direction  that  Agenda  should  be  printed  and  sent  round  to  Commis- 
sioners, on  Board  being  summoned,  16 Only  appointment  of  a Sub-commissioner  by 

the  present  Board,  is  in  the  instance  of  Rev.  J.  Hunter,  21 Capacity  in  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  been  employed,  31 Further  evidence  concerning  nature  of  duties  and  number 

of  Sub-commissioners,  32. Inaccurate  manner  in  which  witness  may  have  called  persons 

Sub-commissioners,  39 Inconvenience  occasioned  by  the  loose  use  of  the  term,  44 

Nature  of  duties,  andnames  of  editors  of  various  works,  44-46 Mode  of  engagement,  47. 

Natureof  arrangement  between  witness  and  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  as  to  printing  the  Acts  of 
Privy  Council,  60 Third  class  of  persons  employed  are  clerks  and  transcribers.  Sub- 
commissioners and  editors,  who  employ  clerks,  62 Fourth  class  of  workers  and 

labourers,  nature  of  their  employment,  62 -Works  on  which  Mr.  C.  Gay  has  been 

employed,  66 Employment  of  Mr.  Cole;  nature  of  the  works  intrusted  to  him; 

decision  of  Commissioners  as  to  his  not  being  a Sub-commissioner,  67-97 Names  of 

the  only  Sub-commissioners  who  have  been  employed  and  recognized  by  the  Board,  1 04 

Reasons  for  appointing  editors  and  clerks  instead  of  appointing  Sub-commissioneis,  107 

Further  evidence  as  to  calling  editors  or  Sub-commissioners  in  error,  108 Witness’s 

opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  employment  of  Mr.  Cole,  114-117 Order  of  Board 

obtained  before  any  works  of  transcription  or  printing  are  commenced,  123 Cor- 

respondence by  witness,  copies  are  kept,  127. 

Notahundredth  part  of  the  correspondence  is  brought  before  thenotice  of  the  Board,  128- 
Order  of  the  Board  authorizing  printing  witness’s  work  on  Records,  132 -Which  was  com- 
piled gratuitously,  1 33 Cause  of  the  expense  of  printing  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  ar- 
ranging and  methodizing,  136 Offices  in  which  are  Records  of  the  highest  historical  and 

legal  value,  143 Arrangements  of  the  Records  at  the  Tower;  Mr.  Stevenson  employed  in 

arranging  and  sorting  them,  146 Evidence  as  to  arrangements  in  the  Lord  Treasurer’s 

Remembrancer’s  Office,  153 State  of  Records  in  the  Pipe  Office,  154- Nature  of 

employment  of  Mr.  Panton,  157 Suspension  of  work  at  Pipe  Office,  owing  to  demand 

of  6d.  instead  of  4 d.  for  transcription,  169. 

Ability  with  which  Mr.  Panton  performed  his  duties,  178 Management  of  Chapter 

House  under  control  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave.  Expenses  partly  defrayed  by  Commission, 

partly  by  Treasury,  through  the  Stationery  Office,  183 Control  of  the  Pell  Office 

Records,  under  Sir  John  Newport ; expense  of  arranging  paid  by  Treasury  and  Stationery 

Office,  188 Superintended  by  Mr.  Devon,  clerk  in  the  Chapter  House,  189 

Employment  of  Mr.  Cole  at  the  Augmentation  Office  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Caley,  198 

Mr.  C.  Gay  now  performs  the  duties  of  Mr.  Cole,  to  a certain  extent,  210 Inconvenience 

of  the  repository  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  230 Evidence  concerning  dampness  in  the 

Pipe  Rolls,  231 Removal  of  Pipe  Rolls  from  vaults  in  Somerset  House,  233. 

(Second  Examination.) — Explanations  of  former  evidence  concerning  meeting  of  Boards, 
p.  17 Mode  adopted  as  to  conditional  engagement  of  editors,  237 Case  of  Sir  H.  Ni- 
colas as  to  printing  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  237 Explanations  respecting  Mr.  Gay; 

testimonials  to  his  usefulness  by  Mr.  Devon,  8tc.,  238-  — Letters  between  Mr.  Cole  and 
witness  relative  to  the  belief,  on  Mr.  Cole’s  part,  as  to  his  nomination  as  a Sub-com- 
missioner, 241 Offices  of  Public  Records  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present 

0.33.  rf  Commission 
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Conner  C.  Purton.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— continued. 

Loope,,  unon.  K y gir  R Inglis  and  Mr.  Hallam  as  to  the  dark. 

Commission,  *4  . • , , of  the  R0lls  Records,  269 All  Records  m the  Rolls 

rSnll  with  trifling  exceptions  are  arranged,  284 Defective  state  of  the  calendars 

and ‘Sixes  330— Otoationn  in  Mr.  Illingworths  report  on  the  state  of  the  indexes 
Sd  calendars  331 Value  of  Mr. Kipling's  private  indexes,  333 They  were  pur- 

ohased  by  Mr  Kipling  of  his  predecessor  in  office,  334 g™6"?  ,he 

chaseci  oy  mi  P «?  , steps  taken  by  the  Commissioners  to  obtain 

accurate  Snowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Records,  and  the  buildings,  of  the  officers’  fees  and 
emoluments  of  the  various  offices,  342.  . . P 

Amount  of  fees  not  altered  at  the  Rolls  Office;  Commissioners  not  possessed  of  power 

tolower  them  350 Nature  of  the  Bill  about  to  be  introduced  in  1834,  by  Lord  Dun- 

°‘0*!r  n the  subject  of  building  a Record  Office,  and  reduction  of  fees,  &<?.,  359— 
Power  if  making  iny  changes  in  the  Repository  at  tiro  Rolls  Chapels  rests  with  the 
Masterof  the  Rolls  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  384—  Keeper  of  the  Records  at  the  Rolls 
Chapel  holds  his  office  for  life,  and  receives  no  salary,  385— Representations  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  as  to  the  limited  space  and  bad  condition  of  the.  Repository  for 

to  the  Treasury,  3S6 Commissioners  have  no  effective  power  to  interfere 

£ Rectr’d  Offices  againsUhe  keepers  of  different  offices,  387-— -State  of  the  Records  m 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office ; Mr.  Danvers  has  the  custody  of  the  Records,  390- 
Kino'S  Remembrancer  may  now  be  considered  as  keeper  oi  the  Augmentation  Office, 
7,?_Defect  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  on  tins  subject  for  remodelling  the  Exchequer, 

T10 Mr.  Protheroe’s  report  on  the  insecurity  of  the  buildings  from  fire,  419  - 

Further  evidence  concerning  M r.  Cole’s  superintendence,  426 Arrangements  of  Records 

by  Mr.  Caley  or  Mr.  Gay,  428.  . . . . „ 

The  Commission  does  not  vest  the  custody  of  Records  m Commissioners,  438-- 

Calendars  in  the  Augmentation  Office  not  good,  447 Nature  of  calendars  sold  at 

Mr.  Cu ley's  death;  his  private  property,  448— -Nature  of  Mr.  Coles  representations 

as  to  value  of  Mr.  Caley’s  calendars,  465 Calendars  m preparation  by  Mi.  Cole 

remain  in  the  office,  467— Manner  in  which  Records  were  saved  at  the  fire  of  the  House 
of  Commons;  destruction  of  those  belonging  to  the  Augmentation  Office , 474— 

Evidence  as  to  improper  classification  by  Mr.  Caley,  481 VVhde  the  Board  were  in 

possession  of  the  Record  Office,  strict  injunctions  were  given  to  Mr.  Cole  to  allow  persons 
to  have  access  to  Records  without  paying  fees,  499— On  Mr.  Cole  s dismissal,  the 
custody  of  Augmentation  Records  was  given  by  the  Treasury  to  the  Kings  Remem- 
brance?, 503 Explanation  as  to  correspondence  with  Mr.  Vincent  521- -Records 

belonging  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  at  the  Augmentation  Office;  application  from  Sir 
G.  Harrison  ; letter  from  Sir  Herbert  Taylor  on  the  subject ; decision  ol  the  Boaid,  524. 
(Third  Examination.) — Explanations  as  to  former  evidence,  527-529. 

(Fourth  Examination.)— Produces  papers  directed  by  the  Committee  at  his  last  exami- 
nation 1026 -Witness’s  opinion  as  to  legality  of  moving  Records  from  one  court  to 

another1  ° correspondence  with  Sir  H.  Taylor  and  Sir  G.  Harrison  on  transfer  ol  documents 

to  Duchv  of  Cornwall,  1026 Evidence  concerning  Mr.  Caley  s indexes,  opinion  of 

Mr  Cole"  1027 Evidence  concerning  private  indexes  mthe  Rolls  Chapel  ; Augmenta- 
tion Office  and  Crown  Office  of  King’s  Bench,  1027 Evidence  as  to  mode  of  binding 

Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,  1027— Extent  of  binding  Returns  to  Parliament,  and  several 

other  Records,  1027 Evidence  as  to  cutting  off  the  seals  from  charters  by  Mi.  Caley, 

which areallffi  tbeoffice,  inboxes,  1027 base  of  Mr.  C.  Devon  laid  before  witness 

as  to  rioht  of  Officers  of  Rolls  Chapel  to  refuse  permission  to  make  an  extract  tiom  a 
Record  without  paying  for  whole  Roll ; his  opinion  thereon,  and  result,  1032-1041. 

Employment  of  Mr.  Petrie  at  the  Tower,  1044 Persons  now  employed  by  the 

Recori  Commission  at  the  Tower,  1050 Complaints  against  buildings  111  the  Tower; 

correspondence  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Byham,  \°61— t,  rf 

Admiralty  Papers  at  the  Tower,  1065, Progress  made  m arranging  the  Records  at 

the  Tower  1067 Extent  to  which  the  Commissioners  interfere  m calendaring 

and  indexing  Records  at  the  Tower,  1072-1074 Probable  expense  of  making  and 

completing  calendars  at  Tower,  and  Chancery  Proceedings,  £.200,000,  lOttJ-iO/g 
-Records  and  portions  of  Records  at  the  Tower  which  have  indexes  and  calen- 
dars either  complete  or  imperfect,  1081 Mr.  Petrie  formed  a calendar  of  the 

Records  of  the  reign  of  John  and  a portion  of  Henry  III.  s i 086 Results  of  steps 

taken  by  Commission  to  inquire  into  lees,  &c.,  of  officers  of  various  Record  Offices, 

and  of  reforms  necessary,  1091-1103 Steps  taken  to  prevent  officers  taking 

Records  from  offices  to  private  residences,  1104 Evidence  concerning  tees  at 

the  Tower,  1124 As  to  appointing  Mr.  Cole  to  make  transcripts,  1132— —Bad 

state  of  the  building  in  Somerset  House,  in  which  are  deposited  the  Pipe  Records, 
1144 Employment  of  Mr.  Panton  on  these  Records,  1148. 

Discontinuance  of  work  by  Commission  at  Pipe  Office,  in  consequence  of  arrangements 

with  King’s  Remembrancer,  1151-1163,  1167 Evidence  as  to  Chapter  House;  safety 

of  buildings  nnd  custody  of  Records  and  indexes,  1168-1172 Salary  of  Sir  F.  Pal- 
o-rave, 1187 Evidence  concerning  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  state  of  the  Records, 

&c.  1188, 1222 Employment  of  Mr.  Cole  at  Augmentation  Office,  1208 Evidence 

concerning  theft  of  Records,  1225- 1230 No  alteration  made  in  the  fees,  1232  " 

Removal  of  Records  to  private  residences,  in  spite  of  repeated  orders  of  court,  1235  - 

Deposit 
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Deposit  of  Records  of  Pell  Office,  1240 Employment  of  Mr.  Devon ; discovery  by 

him  of  a Norman  Pipe  Roll,  1243 Arrangement  now  going  on;  catalogued  by 

Mr.  Devon,  1247-1250 No  fees  charged  on  examination,  1253. 

(Fifth  Examination.) — Letter  handed  in  from  Mr.  Byham,  relative  to  Record  Offices  in 

the  Tower,  p.  87 Statements  concerning  Tower  Records,  publishing  or  to  be  published, 

p.  87 Evidence  as  to  purchase  of  books  by  witness,  while  forming  Appendix  to  Report 

on  Fcedera,  purchased  at  witness’s  own  expense  to  the  extent  of  500 1.  p.  88,  1281 

Evidence  concerning  Mr.  Caley’s  right  to  his  private  indexes,  1281. 

(Sixth  Examination.) — Statement  and  correspondence  concerning  transactions  with 

Mr.  Vincent,  respecting  the  custody  of  the  Augmentation  Office  Records,  1474 

Transactions  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  as  Keeper  at  Chapter  House, 

1474 Correspondence  with  ministers ; intercourse  with  Lord  Grey  on  that  subject,  1474 

Course  adopted  as  to  ratifying  by  the  Board  ; agreements  entered  into  by  secretary 

with  editors  of  works,  1474 Agreement  with  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  1474. 

(Seventh  Examination.) — Evidence  as  to  expense  of  calendars  to  Records  in  the  Tower, 

which  might  cost  316,800/,;  difference  between  calendars  and  indexes,  1755-1765 

King’s  Bench  Records,  former  and  present  repository,  are  in  a good  state,  1771-1774, 

1789 Evidence  concerning  the  Bagga  de  Secretes,  1776-1780 Commission  has 

neither  power  nor  funds  to  do  much  as  to  buildings,  1784 Uselessness  of  indexes  to  the 

older  Records  of  the  King’s  Bench,  1786 Docket  Rolls  are  sufficient  index,  1787-1789 

Evidence  as  to  intention  of  Commission  in  affording  facilities  to  the  historian  and  anti- 
quarian or  legal  inquirer,  1791-1800 Fees  of  the  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer,  Pipe 

Office  and  Augmentation  Office,  1805 Evidence  as  to  Land  Revenue  Records,i8o6 

Records  of  Welsh  Land  Revenue  Office,  their  state,  present  deposit,  1816-1821 

Records  of  Exchequer  of  Pleas  little  used,  1822 State  of  the  Common  Pleas  Records, 

1823- List  of  offices  which  might  demand  participation  in  the  funds  of  the  Commis- 
sion, 1823 Petty  Bag  Office;  Charity  Records  deposited  in  this  office;  fees  paid,  Sec., 

1823,  1827 First  Fruits  Office,  nature  of  Records,  See.,  1829 Errors  in  the  Valor 

Ecclesiasticus ; not  so  well  edited  as  publications  of  the  present  Board,  1830. 

State  of  Documents  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall ; assistance  of  Commission  not  wanted, 

1836-1845 State  of  indexes  and  calendars,  1841 Further  evidence  as  to  Records 

of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  being  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  1846-1852 Notice 

taken  in  the  Agenda  of  orders  of  the  Board  for  Transcripts ; expense  incurred  by  former 

and  present  Commission,  1854-1862,  1864 Authority  under  which  the  Board  have 

printed  and  published,  1865 Evidence  as  to  the  introduction  to  Doomsday  Book, 

expense.  See.,  1869-1889 Rates  of  remuneration  and  engagements  of  editors  of 

works;  evidence  as  to  whether  agreements  written,  1891,  1896 Editorship  of  the 

Rotuli  Selecti;  Mr.  Hunter’s  corrections  of  Mr.  Devon’s  MSS  work,  1897,  1910 

Mr.  Devon’s  edition  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll;  mistakes  therein,  1899 Evidence  as  to 

printing  a Patent  Roll  twice,  1900-1904 The  Chancellor’s  Roll;  Mr.  Hunter  wrote 

the  preface,  to  supply  Mr.  Devon’s  motives  for  selecting  it  for  printing,  1913-1918,  1921 

Engagement  with  Mr.  Bayley,  as  editor  of  proceedings  in  Chancery,  1922 Close. 

Rolls  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy,  1931-1934 Reasons  why  printing  was  suspended,  1942. 

(Eighth  Examination.) — Evidence  concerning  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Court  of 

Exchequer,  2157- Appendices  (A.)  to  (E.)  to  the  report  on  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  2158 

Authority  under  which  the  History  of  the  British  Isles  was  proceeded  in,  2160 Cause 

of  the  work  being  suspended,  2166,  2167 Steps  taken  for  proceeding  with  the  work, 

2169-2174 Origin  of  the  work  ; address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  2171,  2172 

Value  of  searching  foreign  Records,  2174 Authority  for  publishing  Rymer’s  Fcedera, 

2177 Recommendation  of  Committee,  1800, 2180 Selections  made  in  France,  2181 

In  Portugal,  2189 Report  on  Rymer;  expense,  &c.,  collecting  and  printing,  2189- 

2244' Evidence  as  to  accounts  laid  before  Parliament,  2245 Mode  of  receiving  cash 

and  keeping  accounts  of  Commission,  2262 Of  auditing  accounts,  2288 -Evidence 

concerning  the  analysis  of  the  accounts  by  the  Treasury,  2335 -Explanations  as  to 

expenditure  on  books,  2374-2390 Evidence  of  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old 

Board,  2394-2404 Further  explanation  of  accounts,  2408-2434. 

Fees  charged  at  the  Chapter  House,;?.  215 In  the  Record  Office,  Tower,;?.  215 

In  the  Rolls" Chapel  Record  Office, jp.  215 In  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  p.216 

Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office, p.  216 Records  of  Pipe  Office,;?. 21 6 

Augmentation  Office,  p.  217 Evidence  as  to  impossibility  of  topographical  arrangement 

ofRecords;  injury  which  it  would  occasion  to  Records,  2438-2463, 2563-2568 Evidence 

concernino-  the  separation  of  the  Record  of  a Treasurer’s  accounts,  2438-2489 Expla- 
nation of  inabilities  and  debts  of  old  and  new  Board,  2493-2562 Evidence  as  to  work 

printed,  and  authority  in  the  Commission  for  so  doing,  2569-2575 Roll  of  Stephen; 

earliest  Pipe  Roll;  reasons  for  printing  the  work,  2576 Indexed  by  Mr.  Hunter,  2579. 

Printing  proceedings  and  ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council,  edited  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas  ; 

evidence  as  to  transcripts  of  this  work,  2581-2609 Contradiction  of  statement  that 

any  part  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  has  been  discovered  since  the  printing  of  that  work, 

20! 0 Works  suspended  on  account  of  the  economy  necessary  on  account  of  debt, 

2611-2622 — Evidence  as  to  printing  witness’s  work  on  Records,  2631-2643 Sir 

F.  Palgrave’s  work  on  Equitable  Jurisdiction,  2644 Proposal  for  a general  Record 
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Office,  2663— — Evidence  concerning  the  Miscellaneous  Records  printed  as  Appendix  to 
the  Agenda,  2666. 

rWinth  Examination.') — Papers  laid  before  the  Committee,  p. 039— Evidence  concerning 

Hiberniee  2851 Remuneration  of  Editors,  0852-2969. 

tT.mh  Examination.)— Examination  with  respect  to  foreign  collections,  3056—  Autho- 
(TenthExamina  ^ collected  for  the  History  of  Britain,  3057 Address  of 

the  House  of^lomnions, founded  on  Mr. Petrie's  plan,  3057, 3058-3062  —Extent  to  which 
tne  uouse  oi  _niipf,fPfi  fov  the  work  so  A7 Examination  concerning  Appendix  (A.) 

coSncy  with  ft?  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet,  3088 Books  before  the  Committee 

nrodiiced  most  reluctaitly,  being  unfinished  works,  3103 Examination  as  to  Ap- 

Six  (B  V 31 22 Appendix  (&.'),  3133— Appendix  (D.),  3140— Purchase  ol  books, 

ora, ———Transcribers’  school  carried  on  at  British  Museum,  3144,  3145  Reason  for 

purchasing  History  of  Bavaria,  3147 Literary  tours  of  Germans,  3149- — Use  of 

look,  purchased  to  the  Commission  generally  3155,  31S.6- JK|TOrdB 

the  completion  of  the  collections  of  the  ancient  historians  of  Gieat  Britain,  3157. 

(Eleventh  Examination.)— Evidence  as  to  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in  the  exami- 
nation of  witnesses,  6842 To  depend  on  the  instructions  of  His  Majesty  s Commis- 
sioners for  Records,  6842-6900.  T i 

(Twelfth  Examination.)— Interview  with  Lord  Brougham  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hard  y 
and  Mr.  Cole,  7692—  Committee  appointed  on  the  best  mode  of  remunerating  Sub-com- 
missioners 7696— — Committee  also  appointed  to  consider  of  the  best  mode  of  disposing 
•of  the  stock  of  publications  of  the  Board,  7702— -Witness  knows  1 aoth^j  of  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee,  except  as  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  Boaid,  7703 
Order  of  the  Board,  26  April  1831,  that  Mr.  Petrie  should  confer  with  Mr.  Petit  and 
Mr  Allen  upon  the  contents  of  the  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  7704— —Committee 
appointed  to  consider  expediency  of  collecting  Records  from  Conquest  to  Edward  l an  l 
continuing  Parliamentary  Writs,  „o6-— W.tness  had  nothing  to  do  with  ft ’Report, 

7707 -Committee  appointed  to  consider  expediency  of  removal  of  Records,  7708. 

Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  Mr.Petrie’s  plan  for  publication  of  Materials 
of  History  was  in  accordance  with  Address  of  House  of  Commons,  7709-— Result  of 

inquiry  as  to  expediency  of  printing  with  the  King's  Printer,  7710— 7713 -Committee  on 

M?  Bayley’s  publication  of  the  Calendars  in  Chancery,  1832  J7>4 Committee  ap- 

pointed to  consider  expediency  of  continuing  Parliamentary  Writs  77'5— '833,  Com- 
mittee  appointed  relative  to  the  Materials  of  the  History  of  Britain,  7716  1833,  a 

survey  matle  of  the  Record  depositories ; their  report  to  the  Treasury,  7717 Witness 

does  not  know  who  drew  up  the  report,  7720 -1633,  Committee  appointed  to  superintend 

the  progress  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  7721 1834,  Committees  appointed  on  the  Welch  lan  s 

and  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  7723 Committee  upon  the  occasion  of  Sir  E.  Palgrave  s being 

named  Keeper  of  Records  at  Chapter  House,  7724—1 835,  Committee  respecting  M r.  Pit- 
cairn’s  case,  7725 A Committee  appointed  to  inspect  certain  sorting  and  calendanng 

^Reasons’ why  meetings  of  Commissioners  much  more  frequent,  1832-1833,  than  sub- 

seauentlv,  7731 Periodical  reports  made  by  editors  and  Sub-commissioners,  7732 

——Competency  of  Commissioners  to  judge  of  merits  of  execution  ol  works,  7735 

Willingness  to  inspect,  7736 Evidence  as  to  estimates  for  works,  printing,  Ac; , and 

other  expenses,  being  laid  before  the  Board,  viz.  of  old  works  of  former  Commission,  7775 

Of  new  publications  no  very  formal  estimate  necessary,  7740-7755  t5ut  in 

future  more  expedient  that  such  should  be  formed  and  laid  before  the  Board,  7750, 7751—— 
Assistance  given  by  Commission  in  repairing  and  binding  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem  at  the 

Rolls  Chapel,  7758 Assistance  and  superintendence  necessary  in  effecting  the  repairs 

at  different  offices,  7764-7767 Employment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  Tower  in  sorting 

and  calendaring  Miscellaneous  Records,  7770 Nature  of  control  exercised  over  gen- 

tlemen engaged  by  the  Board,  7772-7774. 

Mode  in  which  grant  for  Record  Commission  might  be  best  paid  into  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, 7780 — Instances  in  which  witness  has  had  recourse  to  the  Board  for  directions  as  to 

payments,  7781-7783 Casesof  Mr.  Pitcairn  and  Mr.  Cole,  7789-7796 Order  of  the 

Board  that  in  future  all  engagements  shall  be  in  writing,  7797”; Evidence  explanatory 

of  the  reasons  for  witness’s  letter  to  Mr.  Ker  on  the  subject  of  difficulty  of  getting  Boards 
to  meet ; this  was  during  their  meeting  in  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  room,  7999-7806  - 
Remarks  and  statement  of  witness  on  the  subject  of  printing  having  been  resumed  whilst 

there  were  Records  still  unarranged,  7807 Analysis  of  accounts  showing  expenditure 

upon  the  work  of  classing,  calendaring  and  arranging  and  binding  the  Records,  7808 

Evidence  as  to  Mr.  Brougham  quitting  the  chair  when  Mr.  Protheroe  had  a motion  to 

make,  7809 Mr.  Protheroe  never  desired  any  adjourned  notice  should  have  preference, 

or  it  would  have  been  so  placed  in  the  Agenda,  7817,  7818. 

Circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Caley  received  his  salary,  7819 Accounts  of 

the  Board  annually  audited,  7828 Nature  and  extent  of  debt  of  Record  Commission 

m with 
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with  bankers,  7839-7868 Evidence  as  to  presents  made  to  individuals,  or  loans 

of  works,  7869-7905 Publication  of  Welsh  laws  originated  as  part  of  the  materials 

for  the  History  of  Britain,  7912 Also  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws,  7914 Further 

explanation  of  accounts  and  explanation  of  former  day’s  evidence  relative  to  accounts 

and  debts,  7921 Copies  of  certificates  of  auditors  of  secretary’s  accounts,  7925 

Evidence  as  to  examination  of  accounts  by  Messrs.  Brooksbank  and  Sandford,  7929. 

Difficulty  of  adopting  plans  for  improvement  in  mode  of  keeping  accounts  during 
the  existence  of  the  present  debt,  7935 Witness’s  plan  for  classing  the  disburse- 

ments of  the  Board,  being  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  of  the  heads  under  which  the  expenditure  of  the  Record  Board  should  in 

future  be  arranged,  7939 Statement  respecting  the  distribution  of  the  different  works 

published  by  the  Record  Commission,  7940 Witness  never  manifested  any  unwilling- 
ness to  adopt  any  improvements  in  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts,  7941 Nature  of 

any  correspondence  between  witness  and  Mr.  Spearman,  7942- -Witness  never  named 

a friend  or  relation  for  an  appointment  of  any  sort  under  the  Board,  7943 Explanation 

relative  to  Mr.  Protheroe’s  statement  of  expenses  of  the  secretary’s  establishment,  7944, 7945. 

(Thirteenth  Examination.) — Statements  respecting  school  of  young  transcribers,  8x08 

Progress  made  in  copying  llymer  at  the  British  Museum,  81 08 Statement  as  to  Fcedera 

with  regard  to  foreign  collections,  8108 Copy  of  letter  to  Mr.  S.  Rice,  relative  to  custody 

-of  Augmentation  Office,  8108 Papers  and  letters  from  various  Commissioners  on  the 

subject  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  8108- Paper  intituled,  “ Charge  of  that  kind  of 

imperfections  which  is  to  be  remedied  by  more  extended  searches  in  the  various  Offices, 

against  the  publications  of  the  Board,  examined,”  8108 Statement  concerning  alleged 

Board’s  ignorance  of  remuneration  to  editors,  want  of  apportionment  of  expense  and 

omission  of  calculation  or  estimates,  8108 Explanation  relative  to  impropriety  of 

removing  documents  from  the  Augmentation  Office  to  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  8x09 

Evidence  relative  to  Parliamentary  grant  being  received  by  the  Secretary,  8xxo- Mode 

of  payment,  8xxo Debt  to  King’s  Printer,  8XX4 Explanations  relative  to  accounts 

for  books,  8x15,8x29. 

Observation  respecting  the  debt  contracted  by  the  present  Board,  owing  to  the  pub- 
lication of  new  works,  8x30 Minutes  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  salary  of  Mr.  Caley, 

8x39 Motive  for  printing  in  the  Agenda  various  letters  from  foreign  authorities, 

acknowledging  receipt  of  books  from  the  Record  Commission,  8x40 Audit  of  accounts 

at  the  Treasury,  814X-8X47 Officers  of  different  Record  Offices  who  were  in  attend- 
ance to  be  examined  if  necessary,  8x48 Evidence  ready  concerning  King’s  Printer’s 

charges ; px-esent  charges  approved  of  by  Commissioners,  and  lower  than  printers  in 

general,  8x50 Memorial  relating  to  ancient  Irish  manuscripts,  8X5X Antiquitates 

Britanniee  et  Hibernias,  editing  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  at  Copen- 
hagen, will  contain  several  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  this  country,  8x52-8155 
Papers  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  refuting  attacks  on  witness  and  the  Commis- 
sioners, 8x56 Further  explanation  as  to  accounts,  8x57-8x63. 


Cooper,  Mr.  Extent  to  which  Mr.  Cooper  made  unacknowledged  use  of  witness  in  his 

work  on  Records,  Illingxeorth  836-85X,  859 Mr.  Illingworth’s  papers  on  a general 

Record  Office  bears  no  resemblance  whatever  to  witness’s  proposal.  Cooper  2664 His 

statement  with  reference  to  the  evidence  given  in  answers  to  certain  questions,  App. 
746-749. 

See  also  Accounts.  Augmentation  Office,  6.  Books.  Expenditure.  Finance.  Secretary. 

Cooper  on  Records.  Order  of  the  Board  authorizing  printing  witness’s  book  on  Records, 

Cooper  1x2 Printed  by  order  of  the  Board,  Cooper  2631 Originally  intention  of 

witness  to  compile  and  print  the  work  at  his  own  expense,  Cooper  2633. 

Copy  Money.  Exorbitant  lees  charged  for  copies  of  Records,  and  in  almost  all  cases  far 

more  than  is  required.  Rep - xxv. Sums  paid  to  various  persons  for  copying  Returns  to 

Parliamentary  Reports  and  various  papers  and  documents  for  the  use  of  the  Board, 


App.  p-  772. 

See  also  Extracts. 


Rowe  v.  Brenton.  Transcribers.  Windsor  Forest. 


Cornwall,  Duchy  of  .- 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Documents  belonging  to,  found  in  Augmentation  Office. 

3.  Public  and  private  Documents. 

4.  Fees. 


5.  Indexes. 

6.  Searches. 

7.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 


1.  Generally. 

The  assistance  of  the  Commission  has  not  been  needed  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall ; the 

Records  are  kept  in  a private  house  given  to  Mr.  Abbot,  Rep.  xviii. All  the  Calendars 

are  private,  and  are  not  shown  to  the  public.  Rep.  xxii. Claim  by,  for  certain  docu- 

ments in  the  Augmentation  Office ; cause  of  the  claim  not  being  allowed,  Rejj.xxin. — - 
0.33-  it  3 
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Cornwall  Duchy  of  1.  ®f!'”^ecorl!s  0f  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  with  the  public 

Evils  of  the  : Ortm _of  * p Returns  and  reports  have  been  made  to  the  Board 

Eecorns  of  the  Duchy,  Rep.  x . Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office ; assistance 

from  this  Office,  ^ 6_Records  in  custody  of  Auditor,  Sir  G.  Harri- 
ot Commission  Mt  ™Aad,  CggrW 3 in  a room  and  £ a good  8late,  Abbot  a966- 

son,  Abbot  0962  --960  jped  identifying  the  property  of  the  Dnchy  of  Cornwall  being 

2770 Instance  of  a2**L  „ ai,0ng  documents  with  which  it  had  no  connexion, 

found  appear  from  the  return  that  the  contents  of  this  Office  are 

Strianged,  mac?y,  flrstin  glasses,  and  secondly  in  chronological  order,  Cooper  671. 
o tv  rcBtifo  helownns.  to,  found  in  Augmentation  Office. 

2.  Docume  °°  Dl,chy  of  Cornwall  at  the  Augmentation  Office  ; application 

Records  belon^m  from  Sir  H.  Taylor  on  the  subject;  decision  of  the  Board, 

{rm  ^urtW  evidence  as  to  Records  of  Duchy  of  Cornwall  being  found  m 

Cooper  524-—^'^  „ 1846-1852;  Abbot  3005-3013 — — Explanations  relative  to 

• Augmentation  Office,  P from  the  Augmentation  Office,  Cooper  8109 

impropriety  of  remov  d &]1  Records  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  Cole 
Large  mass  of  »s  opinion  as  to  legality  of  removing  Records  from  one  court  to 

475§"47^0,  ■■  nn  transfer  of  documents  to  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  Cooper  1026 

anotlwr;  correspond  officers  taking  Records  from  offices  to  private  residences, 

—Step  '{£_■ Evidence  as  to  removal  of,  improperly  from  Augmentation  Office, 
Cooper  2473. 

3.  Public  and  private  Documents.  . , r , 

. • aA  . wbnt  are  nublic  and  what  private  documents,  Loode  3993 

Office  undetei mi  , m be  drawn  between  public  and  private  documents,  Coode  3997 

Distinction  which  s“°  f the  Duchv  of  Cornwall  and  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Coode 

Distinct, on  between  P>ope,ty  <**^7  are  „ot  opan  l0  the  public.  Abbot  2999- 

4009-4010— —JN atm  Duchy  officers  cannot  draw  the  line  between 

3„„„ Ministers  Afibot  as  to  ministers’  accounts,  Coode 

cl  S‘53— SStak  between  the  property  held  as  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  a 

3993  ? Cote  4753  Co/e  4744 No  document  in  the  Archives  of  the  Duchy 

private  person  Abbot  3°°° . V** lio  Coh  4760 Instance  in  the  case  of  Rowe 

cuments.  Abbot  3020. 

4-  Fees-  ,,  Dud  of  Cornwall  Office  for  copies  of  documents i ; a 

portion'l a°ReH allowed  to  be  copied ; office  rather  not  make  copies  than  take  fees, 
Abbot  2992. 

Sat  ““catalogues  at  the  Dnchy  of  Cornwall  Office  chiefly  prepared  for  the  trial  of 
Rowe  v.  Brenton,  Abbot  2985-2988. 

DitSett' search ,»t this 

on  searching  the  Recoi  - ’f  Mr/Trevanion,  Coode  4035-4050 ; Cole  4742 

for  a document  wanted  by  MnOoode^lo  ^ M made  to  Jaw  officers,  Ahhot  2980 

■ On  applicatio  j Harrison  on  the  subjectof  right  of  search  of  Do- 

°r°d  Record^in  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  .At  3054— Opinions  of  Lord 

Serfen Sus tice  Bayley,  Juice  Littledale  and  J ustice  Parke  on  the  subject  of  the 
Documents  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  Cole  4743. 

7.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Records  relating  to  the  Dnchy  of  Cornwall,  App.  p.  895-902. 

See  also  Land  Tax.  Lessees.  Privy  Purse.  Tin. 

Corporation  Commission.  Evidence  as  to  Sir 

-n  j ne.  foe  Lme  he  was  a Corporation  Commissioner,  1 algiaye  435  435 
RPdgmlel  Implement  as  Corporation  Commissioner,  his  dut.es  and  emoluments, 

Parkes  4391”4411*  - 

Corporation  Archives.  Returns  from,  entrusted  by  Commissioners  to  witness,  to  arrange  for 
Appendix  to  Report,  Hunter  3276. 

Corporation  Searches.  See  Municipal  Searches. 

Corrections.  See  King’s  Printer. 

n asAonro  Crn-resnondence  between  King’s  Remembrancer  and  Secretary  not  laid 
°ESr£ >53  * correspondence  by  witness  as  Secretary, 
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Correspondence — continued . 

of  which  copies  are  kept ; not  a hundredth  part  of  the  correspondence  is  brought  before 

the  notice  of  the  Board  Cooper  128 Evidence  as  to  correspondence  between  the 

Treasury  and  the  Record  Commission  relative  to  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts,  which 

was  never  laid  before  the  Board,  Protheroe  1531 Letter  from  Mr.  Spearman  as  to  mode 

recommended  to  be  observed  in  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  Commission,  Cooper  2334. 

Letters  and  opinions  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  App. 
p.  868-871. 

Correspondence  between  C.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  and  H.  W.  Vincent,  Esq.,  the  King’s 
Remembrancer,  relative  to  the  Record  Board  retaining  possession  of  the  Records  of  the 
Augmentation  Office  after  Mr.  Caley’s  death,  App.p.  887-890. 

.Letter  and  report  respecting  some  Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  sup- 
posed to  have  been  stolen,  App.  p.  887. 

Correspondence  of  Mr.  Cooper,  Secretary  to  the  Record  Board,  with  Sir  George  Harri- 
son and  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  relating  to  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  App.  895- 
902. 

See  also  Accounts,  4.  Augmentation  Office.  Baring,  Mr.  British  Museum. 

Constitution  of  Commission,  6.  Holbrooke,  Mr.  Ring's  Remembrancer.  Lamb, 

Hon.  George.  Leach,  Sir  John.  Libraries.  Spearman,  Mr.  Treasury. 

Cottonian  Catalogue.  Printed  by  the  late  Record  Commissions,  at  the  recommendation  of 

the  Committee  of  1800,  Rep.  xx. Value  of  catalogues  published  by  Commission  to 

Historical  Inquiries,  Ellis  5548. 

. See  also  Prefaces. 

County  Histories.  Many  written  by  individuals  of  large  fortune ; form  a class  in  English 

literature ; England  rich  in  county  histories,  Tytler  4265 Value  of  the  works  of  the 

Record  Commission  in  writing  any  county  history,  Baines  5387,  5442,  5447 Madden 

547a In  the  last  20  years  considerable  improvements  have  taken  place  in  County 

histories,  which  is  attributable  to  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  Nichols 

5848. 

See  also  Durham  County  History. 

County  Rolls.  Deposited  at  the  Chapter  House ; arrangement  of  chronological  and  topo- 
graphical, Palgrave  4339. 

Court  or  Manor  Rolls.  A numerous  class  of  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  collected 

together  by  witness,  and  arranged  alphabetically  and  chronologically,  Cole  4840-4841 

Officers  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  are  arranging  and  indexing  the  Court  Rolls,  Danvers 

7210. 

Court  of  Requests.  Proceedings  and  Reports  of  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber  deposited  in  the 
Chapter  House  merely  tied  up  in  bundles ; impossible  to  use  them  without  being  flat- 
tened out  and  bound,  Palgrave  4343. 

Courts  of  Justice  Rolls.  Evils  of  their  being  dispersed  in  various  repositories.  Rep.  viii. 

Courts  of  Justice  Records.  The  docquet  books  are  the  only  calendars  or  indexes  to  the 
important  Records  in  the  courts  of  law,  which  are  not  sufficient.  Rep.  xxii. 

Courts  of  Law : 

1.  Arrangement  of  Records. 

2.  Evidence. 

3.  Fees. 

4.  Indexes. 

1.  Arrangement  of  Records. 

Has  never  heard  any  complaint  with  respect  to  impediment  or  difficulty  in  finding 

the  proceedings  of  the  courts  in  modern  times,  Lyndhurst,  Lord,  8204 King’s  Bench 

Records  and  "Common  Pleas  Records.  These  consist  for  the  most  part  of  a series  of 
rolls  and  bundles.  There  is  no  defect  in  the  arrangement,  Cooper  p.  671. 

2.  Evidence. 

Proposal  to  make  the  old  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  evidence  in  Courts 
of  Justice  was  never  entertained  by  the  Commission,  Cooper  2639. 

3.  Fees. 

Fees  in  the  courts  of  common  law  worse  than  others  ; you  copy  the  record  yourself, 

and  pay  as  if  it  had  been  copied,  Grimaldi  6605 Fees  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 

and  Common  Pleas  certainly  not  exorbitant,  Freshfield  8096. 

4.  Index. 

Highly  important  that  calendars  should  be  compiled  to  the  Placita  of  the  King’s  Bench, 

Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer-,  Grimaldi  6517 Examination  as  to  the  state  of  indexes 

to  Records  of  courts  of  law,  Sugden  8 000-8002 . 

See  also  Chancery.  Common  Pleas.  Courts  of  Justice.  Courts  of  Requests.  Evidence. 

Exchequer.  King’s  Bench.  Rolls. 

0.33.  d 4 Courts 
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Court,  of  Law  Ireland.  Four  courts  of  justice  have  the  custody  of  the  legal  records. 
Groves  51 09. 

Cromwell , Oliver.  See  Ecclesiastical  Survey. 

Crown.  In  all  Record  offices,  whenever  the  Crown  requires  Records,  the  same  fees  are  paid 
as  to  private  individuals ; impropriety  of  this  charge,  Nuwlas  4>73- 
r SrntltmA  The  documents  inserted  in  the  new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  has 

r^o^dffie  doubts  respecting  the  renunciation  of  all  right  ofsuper.or.ty  over  the  Scottish 

Crown  by  Edward  III.  in  1 3=8,  Lmgard,  App.  Q.  13,  V ■ 73°- 

Crown  Causes.  See  Woods  and  Forests. 

Crown  Grants.  Difficulties  which  would  arise  in  any  search  concerning  property  held  under 
Crown  grants,  Hewlett  688. 

r T Witness  was  enabled,  by  means  of  publications  of  Record  Commissioners,  to 
C7ove  ffie  Me  rfthe  Cm™  to  a Considerable  tract  of  land,  Grimaldi  6506-6509. 

Crown  Leases.  Necessity  for  their  arrangement  in  the  Pipe  Office,  Eep.uii.-Many  Crown 
leases  in  the  Pipe  Office  in  a state  of  the  greatest  confusion,  Cole  4776,  4777  btate 
of  Crown  leases  unarranged ; must  look  through  the  whole  when  one  is  wanted. 
Panton  7097-7101. 

Crown  Office.  All  the  Records  of  modem  date,  are,  as  would  appear  by  the  return  of  1831, 
well  ascertained,  Cooper  6671. 

Crown  Property,  Ireland.  Records  connected  with  Crown  property,  formerly  kept  in  Dublin 
Castle,  have  been  transferred  to  the  Custom  House,  Groves  5110. 

Crusades.  Reason  for  noticing  a work  of  Ansbertos,  an  Austrian  clergyman  in  Appendix 
(A.)  as  materials  for  history,  on  account  of  its  notice  of  Richard  I.,  Cooper  3112. 

Curia  Rents  Rotuli.  Edited  by  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  Cooper  2680— —Employment  of  witness  in 

editing  this  work,  Palgrave  4305 State  of  these  Records  as  to  preservation  at  the 

Chapter  House,  Palgrave  4338 Proceedings  of  the  Carf  Zl^Uness 

knowledge  of  the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  onr  court,  Benson 1 4970  Witness 
entertains  a high  opinion  of  this  work,  Bruce  5926— -Rolls  of  the  Cm^^gis  are 
judicial  proceedings,  which  illustrate  manners  as  well  as  history,  Ellis  5560  OtffUt 

importance,  Merivale  6397 Must  be  of  great  importance  to  persons  investigating  com 

stitutional  questions,  Taylor  6.66 Publication  of  these  Records  of  great  value, 

Stephen  6777  i Allan  7317*  , 

Salaries  of  the  editor  and  clerks  employed  in  preparing  the  Rolls  of  the  Cunaa  Regis  and 
other  works  for  press,  App.  769-1—  Sum  expended  by  the  present  Board  m preparing 
this  work  for  press,  Jpp.  p.  778. 

Custody  of  Records.  The  Commission  does  not  vest  the  custody  of  Records  in  the  Commis- 
sioners Cooper  438 Commissioners  have  no  power;  keepers  have  vested  interests, 

which  the  Commissioners  cannot  interfere  with,  Mcolas  3915  Custody  of  J^coids 
could  not  be  lightly  changed ; persons  who  have  custody  of  many,  the  same  right  as 
mtent  office  Allen  7369— Judges  are  legal  and  regular  keepers  of  Records  in  then- 

own  courts  Allen  7376- Incase  of  a general  Record  Office  being  built  convenient, 

that  the  custody  of  the  current  Records  should  be  with  the  officers  of  the  court,  Aldeison 

7 See  also  Admiralty.  Augmentation  Office.  Bankruptcy  Court.  Buildings.  Chancery. 
Chapter  House.  College  of  Arms.  Common  Pleas.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of  . Courts  of 
Law.  Crown  Office.  Ecclesiastical  Records.  Edinburgh.  First  Fruits  Office.  Gerieial 
Record  Office.  House  of  Commons.  Keepers  of  Records.  Kings  Bench.  Kings 
Remembrancer.  Lancaster,  Duchy  of.  Land  Revenue.  Lord  Ireasurers  Remem- 
brancer. Miscellaneous  Records.  Parliament  Office.  PellOffiice.  Petty  Bag  Office 
Pipe  Office.  Prerogative  Court,  Records.  Rolls  Chapels,  3.  Somerset  House.  State 
Paper  Office,  Tower. 

Custom  House,  Dublin.  Transference  to  the  Custom  House  of  documents  connected  with 
the  Crown  property  of  Ireland,  formerly  kept  in  Dublin  Castle,  Groves  5110. 


D. 

Dahlmann.  Professor  Dahlmann,  of  Gottingen,  has  undertaken  to  edit  single  authors  for  the 
Monumenta  Germanica  Historica,  Gamier  4075. 

Sec  Damp.  Pell  Office.  Pipe  Rolls.  Rolls  Chapel.  Somerset  House. 

Danvers,  Frederick  Dawes.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Clerk  of  the  Council  and  Keeper  of 

the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  7173 A large  collection  of  Records  well 

arranged  7174-7176 Calendars  made  by  Record  Commission  to  Inquisitiones  post 

Mortem  and  calendars  to  pleadings  in  the  Duchy  Court,  7178- Detective  as  to  names 

of  heirs,  7179-7181 Calendars  to  pleadings  of  great  utility,  7182-— -Quantity  or 

calendaring  executed  by  former  and  present  Commission,  7188-7189 Distinction  made 

between  documents  considered  public,  and  those  which  are  the  private  property  ot  tlie 

Crown 
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Danvers,  Frederick  Dawes.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Crown  7190-7203 All  matters  connected  with  the  revenue  department  are  considered 

private,  7195 Less  fees  charged  to  literary  persons  than  professional  searchers,  7204, 

7205 No  operations  now  carried  on  by  the  Commission  at  the  Duchy  Office,  7206 

The  officers  of  the  Duchy  are  arranging  and  indexing  the  Court  Rolls,  and  making  a 

register  of  Royal  Charters,  7210-7216 There  are  indexes  to  ministers’  accounts, 

registers  and  Court  Rolls,  7219. 

Debts  and  Liabilities  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Amount  of  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Board,  Cooper  2395-2397,  2402 Un- 

willingness of  Lord  Althorp  to  pay  off  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Board,  Cooper 

2399 -Representations  of  Lord  Brougham  requiring  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  old 

Board,  Cooper  2403 Evidence  as  to  suspended  works  and  debts  of  the  Commission, 

Allen  7410-7414 Nature  and  extent  of  debts  of  Record  Commission  with  bankers. 

Cooper  7839 Further  explanation  of  accounts  and  of  former  days’  evidence  relating  to 

debts.  Cooper  7921 — —Difficulty  of  adopting  plans  for  improvement  during  the  existence 

of  the  present  debt.  Cooper  7935 Explanations  relative  to  the  debts  and  liabilities  of 

the  old  and  new  Board  of  Commissioners,  Cooper  2569 Observations  respecting  the 

debt  contracted  by  the  present  Board  owing  to  publications  of  new  works.  Cooper  8130. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Debts  and  liabilities  of  the  old  Commission  which  have  been  paid  and  satisfied  by  the 

new  Board,  App.  p.  773-775 Debts  of  the  old  Board  still  unpaid,  App.p.  775 

Present  debts  and  liabilities,  App.  p.  775. 

See  also  Accounts.  Althorp,  Lord.  Brougham,  Lord.  King’s  Printer.  Receipt  and 

Expenditure. 

Dedication  of  Preface.  See  Close  Rolls. 

Deeds  Enrolled.  See  Chancery. 

Decrees  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  They  were  perfectly  accessible  when  at  the  mews  at 
Charing  Cross,  Rep.  xiv. 

Denmark.  Employs  the  Prussian  Historian  Vogt  to  transcribe  for  the  Brandenburgh 

Archives  at  Konigsberg,  all  matters  relating  to  Denmark,  Cooper  2244 Collection  of 

Records  made  by  Langebeck,  and  a x’oyal  Commission  at  Copenhagen  for  the  publication 

of  works  which  will  throw  any  light  on  early  history.  Madden  5475 Witness  received 

a letter  from  Copenhagen,  stating  that  the  Danish  Government  were  willing  to  open  the 
archives  of  Denmark  to  the  British  Record  Commission,  Allen  7429. 

See  also  Antiqiiitates  Brilanicce  et  Hibernia.  Scriptores  Rerum  Daniearum. 

Deposits  for  Records.  See  Admiralty.  Augmentation  Office.  Bankruptcy  Court.  Build- 
ings. Chancery.  Chapter  House.  College  of  Arms.  Common  Pleas.  Cornwall,  Duchy 
of.  Courts  of  Law.  Croton  Office.  Dublin  Castle.  Ecclesiastical  Courts.  Edinburgh. 
First  Fruits  Office.  General  Record  Office.  House  of  Commons.  King’s  Bench.  King’s 
Remembrancer.  Lancaster,  Duchy  of.  Land  Revenue.  Land  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer. 
Miscellaneous  Records.  Parliament  Office.  Pell  Office.  Petty  Bag  Office.  Pipe  Office. 
Prerogative  Court.  Records.  Rolls  Chapel.  Somerset  House.  State  Paper  Office.  Tower. 

Destruction  of  Records.  See  Damp.  Glue-makers.  Records,  4. 

Destruction  of  Records  from  use  of  Compositions.  Danger  to  Records  from  bringing  out  the 
writing  by  using  compositions  which  eventually  destroy  the  Record,  Nicolas  4173, 
4174. 

Devon,  Mr.  Employment  of  Mr.  Devcn.  Discovery  by  him  of  a Norman  Pipe  Roll, 

Cooper  1247-1250 Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  respecting  Mr.  Cole,  Cole  4913 

Testimonials  as  to  usefulness  of  Mr.  Gay,  Cooper  238. 

Amount  paid  him  for  transcription  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  Select  Rolls  from  the 
Chapter  House  and  the  Fine  Rolls,  and  assistance  in  the  editorship  thereof,  and  for  mis- 
cellaneous in  1833-1835,  App.  p.  769 Sums  paid  him  for  various  transcripts,  searches, 

extra  attendances.  See. ; and  also  for  compiling  index  to  one  of  the  volumes  of  the 
Fcedera,  App.  p.  770. 

See  also  Chancellor’s  Roll.  Extracts.  Pell  Office.  Rotuli  Selecti. 

Diaries  and  Journals.  Original  diaries  and  journals  should  form  one  branch  of  publication 
to  which  the  Record  Board  should  direct  its  attention,  Tytler  4280. 

D’ Israeli’s  Curiosities  of  Literature.  Evidence  concerning  this  work  being  found  in  a list 
of  books  purchased  for  the  Record  Commission,  Protheroe  2102  ; Cooper  2236. 

Discovery  of  Documents.  See  Augmentation  Office.  Chapter  House.  First  Fruits  Office. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

Dispersion  of  Records.  See  Records,  3. 
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...  , „ j Manner  in  which  the  Record  volumes  have  been  dis- 

.Dislributim  of  Rffd  ■ at  home  and  abroad,  Cooper  2820 Statement 

tnbuted  to  the  different  p diiferel,t  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission, 

respecting  the  distribution  of  tl  d AUm  fJ,r  regulating  the  distribution  ot  works 

Cooper  7940— Htoto  P'eP“  g-  AnsWer  received  from  German  cities  expressing 

published  by  the  Board  Coopei  of  ttecord  publications,  CM»  %19- 

their  acknowledgments  to  t ho  promote  friendly  international  relations. 

The  present  of  thes, = ; pt  wiilch  have  been  made  to  the1  King's  Government  for 

^°b?'cntions^f^thTTtocord  Commission,  Colquhoun  6334 f cities  and  libraries 

fn  America  to  which  works  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  forwarded,  iimi  6340, 

*■«*;  t the  libraries  and  other  repositories  in  the  British  Islands  to  which  copies 
r^h  °Iibli  cations  of  the  Record  Board,  in  the  whole  or  m great  part  have  been 

of  the  publicat  /Jnn  ».  784-787 Hints  for  regulating  the  distn- 

presented  m .His  M ^ ^ ^ p-  gyp Statement  respecting 

i“T.trLfiMfVe  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  App.  p.  732-738- 
ifeStoSmn-es,  1.  Library  Commission  Publications,  1.  Presents.  Rece.pt  and 
Expenditure. 

Division  of  Rolls.  Many  of  the  Patent  and  Charter  Rolls  have  been  divided;  many  without 
either  a contemporaneous  or  modem  title,  Hardy  3041. 

See  also  Ministers’  Accounts. 

rinrkef  Bool-s  They  are  the  only  calendars  of  the  Records  of  courts  of  justice;  they  are 

D Bel  xxii They  are  dry,  but  dusty  and  unfit  to  touch,  Rep.xix 

Bocket^lmlek  not  made  to  facilitate  searches,  but  by  the  party  docketing  the  jud™t 
£ 6l, L1n„  i„dex  to  the  enrolled  deeds  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  but  what 
Hewlett  017  llg  Hewktt  g47 Use  of  Docket  Rolls  in  searching 

5-  C°?  Bench  Record ^ Hewlett  548 Illustration  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Docket.  Rolls 

557— Kept  in  the  grand  jury  room  in  Westm™^ 

Half  a very  insecure  place,  Hewlett  569 Are  sufficient  index  to  King  s Bench 

Records  Cooper  1787-1789 Witness  always  found  the  Docket  Rolls  and  Judgment 

Rolls  of  the  King’s  Bench  in  a good  state,  Bruce  5932 -Docket  Books  of  King  s 

Bench  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which  wanted,  Sugden  8003  Bad  state  of 

Common  Pleas  Docket  Rolls,  Hewlett  569 Alphabetical  index  represented  in  1800, 

as  being  absolutely  necessary;  money  oftlie  Commission  could  not  be  judiciously  laid 
out  on  such  work.  Cooper  1823. 

See  also  Courts  of  Justice  Records.  Tithes. 

Docket  Book.  Of  King  Charles  the  First  at  Oxfcrd,  edited  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Black,  Cooper  46. 
Doctors’  Commons.  See  Wills. 

Dodsworth  Manuscripts.  A catalogue  thereof  has  been  formed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board,  App.  p.  866. 

Dom  Bouquet.  See  Bouquet. 

Doomsday  Book.  Index  to,  formed  by  the  late  Commission  at  the  recommendation  of  the 

n 'tt  a r.f  1 8nn  Ben  xx Very  badly  bound,  inner  margin  bound  in,  so  that  it 

Committee  of  1800,  ReP-  Fvidence  as  to  the  introduction  to  Doomsday  Book, 

cannot  be  seen,  H ,QQnl Amount  received  bySirH.  Ellis  for  his  work  on  Dooms- 

production,  KempeLm Value  of  the  publication  of  Doomsday  Book,  its  index  and 

preface,  Merewether  8049-8053.  . 

Cost  thereof,  distinguishing  what  was  paid  for  printing,  paper,  transcription,  com- 
pilation  and  editorship,  App.  p.  776. 

See  also  Ellis,  Sir  II..  Winton  Domesday. 

Drescker  Dr.  His  employment  under  Mr.  Cooper;  his  share  in  compiling  Appendix  (A.) 

to  the  General  Report,  Protheroe  2144 Taugkt  to  read  rolls  by  Mr.  ; no  sooner 

efficient  than  removed  by  the  secretary,  Cole  4781— -Payments  made  to Rimfoi  various 
transcripts  and  translations,  framing  and  copying  catalogue  of  library,  and  miscellaneous 
services,  App.  p.  770. 

Drew,  Mr.  See  Six  Clerics  Office. 

Drewe,  David,  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Evidence  as  to  fees  charged  at  the  Six  Clerks 
Office  for  searches  of  documents  ; does  not  know  whether  a fresh  charge  is  made  at  tn 
Tower,  6690-6693. 

Dublin  Castle.  Contains  the  Parliamentary  Records  and  State  Papers,  Groves  5109. 

Duchy  of  Cornwall.  See  Cornwall,  Duchy  of . 

Duchy  of  Lancaster.  See  Lancaster,  Duchy  of 

Duncannon,  Lord.  See  Bill  in  Parliament.  Dundas 
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Dundas,  Mr.  W.  Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  June  3,  1836,  on  the  constitution 
of  the  Record  Board,  App.p.  868. 

Biinsany,  Right  Hon.  Lord.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Impropriety  of  keepers  of  Records 
being  employed  as  agents  in  causes,  8107.  Case'  of  witness  who  found  Sir  W.  Beetham, 
King-at-Arms  in  Ireland,  in  legal  possession  of  documents,  &c.;  desired  to  search 
Sir  W.  Beetham,  being  agent  for  opposing  parties,  8098-8106. 

Durham,  County  History.  Mr.  Surtees  expended  large  sums  of  money  upon  his  county 
history,  and  has  produced  a valuable  work,  Tytler  4265. 

E. 

Early  Fines.  The  early  fines  are  very  important  in  questions  of  pedigree  and  genealogy, 
Taylor 6167. 

Early  Records.  All  documents  prior  to  Henry  III.  should  be  printed,  Madden  5487 

Chancery  Rolls  and  all  other  Rolls  should  be  printed  to  the  end  of  King  John,  Benson 
4971- 

See  also  Chancery  Rolls. 

East  India.  See  Appellate  Jurisdiction. 

Ecclesiastical  Courts.  Great  necessity  of  care  being  directed  to  the  safe  custody  of  papers 
belonging  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  having  jurisdiction  as  to  wills ; have  received  no 

attention,  Protlieroe  1495-1502 Unless  the  attention  of  Parliament  is  called  to  this 

subject,  a very  large  mass  of  them  will  be  lost,  Protlieroe  1495 These  Records,  in 

Ecclesiastical  Local  Courts,  are  not  in  place  of  proper  deposit,  but  in  rooms  and  private 
houses  scattered  over  the  kingdom  in  great  confusion,  Protlieroe  1496. 

Ecclesiastical  Records,  Ireland.  Records  relating  to  ecclesiastical  affairs  are  deposited  at 
the  King’s  Inn,  Dublin,  Groves  5110. 

Ecclesiastical  Survey.  Documents  relating  to,  to  be  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office, 

Lambeth  Palace,  Rolls  Chapel  and  Tower,  Cole  4762- Witness  had  a copy  of  the 

Parliamentary  Ecclesiastical  Survey  in  Oliver  Cromwell’s  time  for  a literary  purpose,  for 
which  fees  were  charged,  Hodgson  3378 Parliamentary  survey  of  the  time  of  Crom- 
well much  referred  to  in  tithe  causes,  Boteler  6108 Taken  in  the  time  of  Cromwell; 

much  used  in  tithe  causes,  Boteler  6108 No  index  to  the  Parliamentary  Survey, 

Bolder  6112 Great  convenience  to  the  public  if  the  Parliamentary  Survey  at  Lam- 
beth Palace  was  published,  Boteler  6116,  6117 Single  copy  of  the  work  ; destruction 

of  the  document  by  fire  would  be  attended  with  less  mischief  if  printed,  Boteler  6117 

Facilities  experienced  by  witness  in  preparing  an  analysis  of  the  Parliamentary 

Surveys,  in  the  library  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Hunter  6313 Parliamentary 

Survey  considered  of  more  value  than  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus ; would  be  a desirable 
work  to  have  published,  Littledale  8306. 

A complete  calendar  or  abstract  has  been  framed  by  the  Board  of  the  Parliamentary 
Surveys  of  the  lands  of  the  bishops,  and  deans  and  chapters,  and  of  ecclesiastical  bene- 
fices now  in  the  archives  at  Lambeth  Palace,  App.  p.  866. 

Eden,  Arthur.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — Deputy  Comptroller  of  the  Exchequer,  7264 

-Nature  of  Records  of  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  7265 Kept  in  the  eastern  tower  of 

Westminster-hall  before  they  were  removed  to  Scotland  Yard,  7268 Confusion  of 

Records  on  Sir  J.  Newport’s  appointment,  7270-7282 Application  to  Record  Com- 
mission; appointment  of  Mr.  Devon,  7270-7286 As  far  as  arranged  are  perfectly 

accessible,  without  any  fee,  7274,  7275 Two  volumes  of  Records  have  been  published 

by  Mr.  Devon,  7278 One-third  arranged,  7289 They  will  take  four  years  to 

finish,  7290 No  index  can  be  made  till  the  work  of  arrangement  is  done,  7293 

Attendance  of  Mr.  Devon,  7298-7309. 

Edinburgh  Registry  Office: 

1.  Building. 

2.  Fees. 

3.  Indexes  and  Calenders. 

4.  Records. 

1.  Building. 

Exceedingly  well  calculated  to  contain  a great  many  Records,  Thomson  3733* 

Expense  of  building  amounted  to  80,000 1. ; how  defrayed,  Thomson  3737#-3739* Dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  building  appropriated  to  different  Records,  Thomson  3740* Advan- 

tao-es  which  the  general  place  of  deposit  of  Records  and  the  General  Registry  Office  at 
Edinburgh  affords,  Alderson  7643. 

2.  Fees. 

Fees  paid  for  inspection  ot  Minute  Book  and  inspection  ofdocuments;feesgo  to  a general 

fund;  keepers  are  paid  by  salaries,  Thomson  3786* Evidence  as  to  present  state  of 

fees,  and  how  far  they  might  be  reduced,  and  to  what  extent  they  would  bear  the  expense 
.of  indexing,  Thomson  3787*-38o8*. 
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Edinburgh  Registry  Office— continued. 

3.  Indexes  and  Calendars. 

Greater  care  taken  now  than  formerly;  to  some  Records  good  Calendars,  toothers 

not  So™  3744* Down  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Commission  fends  were 

not,  iiiomon  3/44  „ t0  the  „.eseI1t  time;  the  expenses  of  making  indexes 

Sfenttal7f?Hen'upon  witness,  TlwvSon  3759.-3769*— Reasons  against  printing  a 
We  numbed  of  an  index,  of  the  nature  of  that  forming  by  witness,  Thomson  3771- 

, <■  : . ■ jpx  i,as  been  to  save  the  trouble  and  errors  of  iranscuption,  Thomson 

into  the  . Genera  Registry  Office  all 

Records  that  were  existing  in  private  hands  and  other  repositories,  Thomson  3836  •. 

4.  Records.  , 0„ 

Nature  of  documents  deposited  in  the  Record  Office  of  Edinburgh,  Thomson  37*8*- 

.„o*__Records  in  a state  of  perfect  accessibility,  are  arranged  systematically,  1 homson 

^0* Documents  arranged  in  classes  and  chronologically,  Thomson  3742*. 

See  also  Private  Records. 


1.  English  Records. 

2.  French  Records. 

1.  English  Records. 

Nature  of  duties  and  names  of  editors  of  various  works,  Cooper  44,  46-— Mode 

of  enpanement  Cower  47 Reasons  for  appointing  editors  and  clerks,  instead  of 

ammintmg  Sub-commissioners,  Cooper  107 Mode  adopted  as  to . conditions  engage- 
ment of  editors,  Cooper  237 Course  adopted  by  Board  as  to ' ^ ^°H  Nfo 

AP-reements  entered  into  by  secretary  with  editors  of  works,  agreement  with  Sir 

colas  Cooper  1474 Rates  of  remuneration  and  engagements  with  editors  of  works 

evidence  as  to  whether  agreements  written.  Cooper  1891-1896— Different  modes  of 
remuneration ; principles  on  which  distinction  is  made  as  to  piece-work  and  salaiy, 
Cooper  2852— Statement  concerning  alleged  ignorance  of  Board  of  remuneiation 
to  editors - want  of  apportionment  of  expenditure  on.  Cooper  8108  -1  enodical  Re- 

fll  lw  Wn J Conner  wa No  case  in  which  the  Board  has  suggested 

any  editor,  except  one, ’subsequently  withdrawn;  this  work  done  by  the  secretary,  J ro- 
theroe  1592-1595 Witness’s  opinion  that  editors  should  not  remain  dependent  on  the 

“SSisfictonTf  ^n^g^lemetfoehng  themselves  dependent  on  the  sectary, 

Protheroe  1604 Should  be  placed  in  an  honourable  and  responsible  situation  to  the 

Commission,  Protheroe  1669— -Witness  does  not  approve  of  the  ™e^^  - n 

which  editors  are  placed  under  the  secretary,  Protheroe  1591  Pow?r  y , 

dismissing  editors,  &c.,  sanctioned  by  the  Board,  in  the  cases  of  Mi.  Haidy  and 

Mr  ColeS Protheroe  1508-1600 If  editors  left  in  dependence  on  the  secretaiy  the 

Bomdtil  bl  de^oTthe  services  of  any  gentleman  when  aware 

X0O4 — — From  ignorance  in  which  Commission  is  kept  as  to  remuneration  of  editors. 
Board  not  able  to  form  a judgment  upon  the  duties  submitted  to  them,  Pr°thaoe no435~~ 

1480 Statement  delivered  in  by  secretary  in  answer  to  this  chai ge  Coopei  8108 

Left  to  the  secretary  to  nominate  whom  he  pleased  as  editor,  Nicolas  3984  Summary 
dismissal  of  at  fiat  of  secretary,  Nicolas  4215.  , ' ....  „ 

More  pains  have  been  taken  by  present  Commission  than  formerly  in  choosing  editois, 

Nicolas  3984 Extent  to  which  Commissioners  have  exercised  a sound  discretion  intile 

choice  of  editors,  Falgrave  5=67 -Works  generally  well  selected,  but  those 

by  the  old  Commission  were  executed  exceedingly  ill,  Madden  6467,  5468—  bince  the 
formation  of  the  present  Commission  the  execution  of  work  has  materially  improved, 
5460— Study  of  Records  a liberal  pursuit,  which  can  only  be  carried  on  by 
gentlemen  of  talent  and  education;  such  men  ought  to  be  well  paid,  Bruce  5905 
llany  gentlemen  of  high  legal  attainments  who  would  give  their  assistance  to  national 
publications,  but  who  would  not  labour  for  booksellers,  Sioeet  6063. 

2.  French  Tlecords. 

Manner  in  which  editors  are  paid  is  for  editing  and  transcribing,  Wright  6918 


manner  in  wnicn  euuuis  me  umu  i w — - - ~ 

Allowance  to  Mr.  Michel  while  transcribing  the  Chronicle  of  Normandy,  now  engaged. 

in  editing,  Wright  6984 Agents  are  also  sent  to  travel,  whose  expenses  are  paid, 

Wright  6924— —Employment  of  Mr.  Michel  in  England  by  the  French  Record  Cornmis  • 

See  also  Engagements.  Fine  Rolls.  French  Record  Commission.  Officers.  Quarterly 
Reports.  Remuneration.  Sub-commissioners. 

Ellis  Sir  II.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — Principal  Librarian  of  the  British  Museum,  5540 

[ Has  found  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  of  the  greatest  assistance, 

r r-A  2 Selection  of  publications  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Commissions  has  been 

iudicious  5543-5544 Improvement  in  editing  the  works  of  the  present  as  compared. 

with  former  Commissions,  5545 General  history  of  the  country  has  been  written  with 

greater  advantage  since  the  publication  of  the  Record  works,  5546 Valu<Lot  cata" 

loo-ues,  which  have  been  of  great  use  to  modern  historians,  for  instance,  Mr.  Flantas 

Colonial  Catalogue,  5548 French  Government  have  an  agent  in  this  country  making 

0 pvt.i'flr.ts 
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Ellis,  Sir  II.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— continued. 

extracts  from  Records  and  manuscripts,  5549 Works  which  have  issued  under  the 

authority  of  the  Commission  reflect  honour  upon  the  nation,  5551 No  individual 

bookseller  or  company  of  booksellers  would  have  been  likely  to  enter  into  such  a specu- 
lation, 5552 Pipe  Rolls  are  extremely  important  both  to  general  history  and  topo- 

graphy, and  very  serviceable  to  the  genealogist,  5557- 

Close  Rolls  are  important,  and  form  a great  fund  of  materials  for  history,  5558 

Privy  Council  books  form  a most  important  publication  for  English  history,  5560 

Rolls  of  the  Curias  Regis  are  judicial  proceedings,  which  illustrate  manners 

as  well  as  history,  5560 Acquainted  with  the  collection  of  materials  for  the  history 

of  Britain;  witness  would  prefer  the  plan  of  Muratori  to  that  of  Dorn  Bouquet, 

5561-5563 Evidence  of  the  great  fitness  of  Mr.  Petrie  for  the  work  of  editor  of  this 

work,  5562-5566 Preface  and  notes  of  such  a work  ought  decidedly  to  be  written  in 

English,  5568 Improvement  in  topographical  works  since  1800,  5575 Value  of 

catalogues,  and  arrangement  of  Records  in  offices,  5583. Publication  of  selections  of 

Records  interesting  to  the  public,  would  have  an  excellent  effect  in  inciting  historical 
curiosity,  and  directing  it  to  proper  sources,  5591. 

Ellis,  Sir  II.  Amount  paid  to  him  for  his  work  on  Doomsday  Book,  Cooper  2918 

His  engagement  on  the  general  introduction  to  Doomsday  Book,  Cooper  1872-1879 

Employed  on  a work  on  Records  supplemental  to  Doomsday  Book,  consisting  of  territo- 
rial surveys  to  the  time  of  King  John,  Cooper  1892 Engaged  on  a work  on  the  tr  Terri- 
torial Survey  of  Lands  in  Wales,”  of  the  time  of  Edward  ILL,  Cooper  1892 Value  of 

the  letters  published  by  Sir  H.  Ellis,  Tytler  4270. 

Publications  similar  to  those  written  by  him  would  not,  if  published,  supply  the  place 

of  the  Record  publications,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  16,  p.  731 They  would  only  afford 

partial  relief  to  the  historian,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  17 ,p.  731 They  might  have  the  effect 

of  directing  the  public  attention  towards  the  valuable  documents  contained  in  the  Record 

Offices,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  1 8,  p.  731 His  selections  are  highly  serviceable  as  far  as 

they  go ; they  rather  show  than  supersede  the  necessity  of  further  research,  Southey, 
App.  Q.  17,  p.  732. 

Sum  paid  him  for  the  introduction  to  Doomsday  Book,  App.  p,  769. Further  sum  for 

transcription,  and  editorship  of  a volume  of  Records  supplemental  to  Doomsday  Book, 
App.  p.  769. 

Embezzlement  of  Records.  See  Glue-makers.  Ord,  Craven,  M r.  Pickering,  Mr.  Records , 3. 
Seals.  Theft.  Verdict  Rolls,  2. 

Engagements.  Disputes  have  arisen  in  a great  degree  from  them;  there  have  been  no 

written  agreement  between  the  secretary  and  editors,  Protheroe  1627 Rarely  any 

occasion  to  make  written  engagements  with  editors ; works  edited  by  gentlemen  with 

fixed  salaries  or  paid  by  the  volume.  Cooper  1892 Order  of  the  Board)  that  in  future 

all  engagements  shall  be  in  writing,  Cooper  7797 Mode  of  making  engagement  with 

editors  ; in  some  instances  written  engagements  have  been  made.  Cooper  1891 Agree- 
ment made  with  Mr;  Bayley  ; notice  of  it  forgotten,  Cooper  1925 No  written  engage 

meat  .with  Sir  H.  Ellis,  Cooper  1884 —Witness’s  engagements  with  the  Commission; 

salary  ; accounts  delivered  in  settlement  of  the  same,  after  investigation  by  Committee ; 
protested  against  by  witness,  Cole  4845-4909. 

See  also  Appointments.  Editors.  Remuneration.  Sub-Commissioners, 

England,  History  of.  Extracts  from  Dr.  Clarke  and  Bishop  Nicholson,  proving  the  neces- 
sity of  searching  foreign  libraries,  with  a view  to  elucidate  many  periods  of  English 

history,  Cooper  2174 Cartes’  opinion  that  the  Records  and  repositories  of  papers  in 

foreign  countries  should  be  searched.  Cooper  2174. 

See  also  Britain.  History  of  Chronicles. 

Enrolled  Deeds.  See  Chancery,  3. 

Equitable  Jurisdiction.  Evidence  concerning  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  work  on  “ Origin  of  Equitable 
Jurisdiction,”  Cooper  2644 Stated  to  be  a re-publication  of  materials  which  were  for- 
merly published,  Protheroe  1576,  Cooper  2647-2649 Publication  objected  to  by 

witness,  such  a work  not  appearing  a fit  publication  for  a Record  Commission,  Pro- 
theroe 1575. 

Errata.  Tables  of  errata  wanting  to  many  of  the  works  published  by  the  Commission, 
Hunter  6287. 

Errors  in  Commissioners’ Works.  See  Calendars.  Catalogues.  Chancellor’s  Rolls,  lnqui- 
sitiones  post  Mortem.  Publication  of  Records.  Rotuli  Selecti.  Valor  Ecclesiasticus. 

Essay  on  Equitable  Jurisdiction  See  Equitable  Jurisdiction. 

Essoign  Rolls.  Have  neither  index  nor  calendar.  Cooper  1081. 

Estimates.  Evidence  as  to  nature  of  estimates,  and  to  what  extent  made  and  laid  before 

the  Board,  Cooper  1896 Estimates  should  be  made  and  handed  in  of  probable  cost  of 

any  new  work  about  to  be  undertaken,  Protheroe  1480 No  estimate  of  the  work  made; 

probably  no  estimate  submitted  to  the  Board  for  Sir  H.  Ellis’s  work.  Cooper  1823 

Evidence  as  to  estimates  for  works  printing  and  other  expenses  being  laid  before  the 

Board;  viz.  works  of  former  Commission,  Cooper  7775 Of  new  publications  no  very 

formal  estimate  necessary,  Cooper  7746-7775 But  in  future  more  expedient  that  such 

should  be  formed  and  laid  before  the  Board,  Cooper  7750,  7751 Statement  concerning 

omission  of  calculations  in  estimate.  Cooper  8108. 

See  also  Tower,  3. 
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Hit*.  Reason  for  the  introduction  of  his  name  in  the  Appendix  (A-jpon  materials  for 

British  history,  Cooper  308g.  . 

„ wifo  the  proposal  that  the  printed publications;..!  the 

Ewience.  Witness  does  not  apee  w,.h  P a8  tA  letter  in  the  State  Paper 

Bcmrd  should be ® e*hile  the  answer  in  (he  British  Museum  would  not  be  admissible. 
Office  may  be  that  an  Act  ought  to  be  passed,  enacting  that  every 

Nuola,  3974--Opm,on  o^witn^  (o  fce  recci>|d  m etidenMi  Palgnm  43„9 

work  printed  by  the  Commission  would  be  much  enhanced  if  they  were  made 

Value  of  P^bhcattoi^  of  Record  ^ Great  benefit  would  be  derived  to  the 

evidence  by  Ac  publication.  Records  were  made  pnmu  facte  evidence  for  legal 

Cur”os"sllroi’  lor  6183 In  that  case  the  cost  of  publication  would  be  amply  repaid  to  the 

““t?  LT JRti6o?d'offlce^mlt6ldoc'nments  should  be  transferred  to  general  office  after 
■ y wu  taking  care  by  Act  of  Parliament,  that  changing  the  place  of  custody 

Ch  H not  ?ni'urekthSe  legal  evidence  of  the  Records,  Alder, o?,  7644 Mode  m which 

Shrm  n Recoids  might  be"made  valuable,  by  making  them  prima  facie  evidence  m the 

certain  Kec  (y. , There  would  be  a considerable  saving  in  the  trial  of 

C°  from  maid nec^rtam  Records pritnd  facie  evidence.  Alien™  7673 In  case  of 

causes  from  | , ^ Care  shollld  be  taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  that 

changing0  tfo^place  of  Custody  should  not  injure  the  legal  evidence  of  the  Records, 
Alderson  7G44. 

Examination.  Case  where  a plaintiff  was  nonsuited  m consequence  of  exam.mng  the  Record 
at  the  office  of  the  Record  Keeper  instead  of  at  the  ireasury,  Rogers  1022. 

Examiner’s  Office.  Documents  relating  to  Chancery  proceedings  kept  in  this  office,  Spence 
Facilities,  afforded  to  searchers  of  documents,  ^6125-6129-—' The  arrange- 
ment in  all  respects  convenient,  and  access  to  them  easy,  Leake  6125-6129 tiever 

found  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  copies  of  documents,  Leake  6130 Pees  not  unreason- 

able,  Leake  6131. 

Exchequer  of  Pleas.  The  Records  kept  at  No.  9 Old  Square,  Lincoln  s-inn ; useful  state  of 
the  Records,  Rep.  xix. 

JExcheauer,  Law  Side.  The  Docket  Books  are  the  only  calendars  of  Records  which  are 
insufficient;  it  would  be  throwing  money  away  (m  the  secretary s opinion)  to  make 
calendars  or  indexes,  Rep.  xxii. 

Excheauer  Records.  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1800,  and  Report  of  the  Com- 
mit in  1810  upon  the  inconvenient  and  perilous  state  of  the  buildings  belonging  to 

Receint  Rev  xi. Mr.  Vincent’s  statement  of  the  manner  in  which 

SL?  kS wT2£3.  Hep.  xiii. Were  accessible  when  at  the  Mews  at 

Charing  Cross,  Rep-  xiv. Nothing  is  wanting  there.  Cooper  y Records  little 

impel  Coover  1822 Arrangement  of  documents  in  ah  respects  convenient,  and  the 

access  to  Them  easy,  Leake  6125-6135 Never  found  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  copies, 

Leake  6110.6135 Fees  not  unreasonable,  Lea/ce  6131,  0135. 

Bad  state  of  Exchequer  Records  kept  at  the  Carlton  Ride,  Grimaldi^-  Miscel- 
laneous Records  wholly  unarranged,  kept  m sacks,  Gnmaldi  6096-6509  Othei 
Exchequer  Records  well  arranged,  Grimaldi  660.-061 1 Never  experienced  |W.  diffi- 

culty iir  procuring  copies  of  papers  from  toe  Exchequer  Court,  Freshjietd  8092 
Mr  Cole  Informed  witness  he  was  author  of  a letter,  written  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Cooper, 
on  the  transference  of  the  Exchequer  Records  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer;  impro- 
priety  of  the  transaction,  Protlieroe  2104. 

See  also  Abolition  of  Offices.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of  1 . Decrees  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
auer. King's  Remembrancer.  Liber  Niger.  Miscellaneous  Records.  Ordinationes 
Scaccarii.  Ord,  Mr.  Craven.  Orders  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  Pell  Office. 
Pickering,  Mr.  Pipe  Office.  Records,  Removal  of.  Red  Book.  Selections  from 
Exchequer  Records.  Vanderzee,  Mr.  Vincent.  Mr.  Westminster  Hall. 


Expense  of  Publications.  See  Publications,  3. 

Expenditure.  Unavailing  attempt  of  witness  to  procure  information  of  the  expenditure  of 

the  Commission,  Protlieroe  1331, 1333.  *345 Power  of  secretary  oyer  the  funds  of  the 

Commission,  Protlieroe  1409-1411,  1415-1417. 1424 The  Commission  has  a pretty 

accurate  knowledge  of  its  own  expenditure,  Ilallam  7613 Witness  s plan  for  classing 

the  disbursements  of  the  Board,  being  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  of  the  heads  under  which  the  expenditure  of  the  Record  Board  should 

in  future  be  arranged,  Cooper  7939 From  the  ignorance  in  which  the  Commission  is  kept 

as  to  apportionment  of  expenditure,  they  cannot  form  a judgment  upon  any  one  branch  of 

the  duties  submitted  to  them,  Protheroe  1435, 1480,  1589 Statement  handed  in  by 

secretary,  in  answer  to  the  above,  Cooper  8108. 

Statement  of  the  account  of  S.  P.  Cooper,  Esq.  as  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  on 
the  Public  Records,  in  respect  of  sums  issued,  &c.  to  him,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Commission,  from  the  12th  March  1831  to  12th  March  1833,  App.p.  813-815. 

See  also  Accounts.  King’s  Printer.  Receipt  and  Expenditure. 

Extracta  Donationum.  Extent  to  which  Calendars  or  Indexes  are  made.  Cooper  1081. 

Extracts.  No  notes  or  extracts  whatever  allowed  to  be  taken  from  documents  at  the  Rolls 

Chapel,  Hewlett  716-718 Circumstances  under  which  extracts  are  allowed  to  be  made, 

without 
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Extracts — continued . 

without  paying  copy-money  for  the  whole,  Hewlett  728 Witness  often  put  to  the  ex- 
pense of  whole  copy,  when  extract  would  have  been  sufficient,  Parlies  4377 Bad 

practice  of  not  allowing  extracts  from  Records,  Illingworth  908 Case  of  Mr.  Devon 

laid  before  witness,  as  to  right  of  officers  of  Rolls  Chapel  to  refuse  permission  to  make  an 
extract  from  a Record  without  paying  for  the  whole  Roll ; his  opinion  thereon,  and  result, 
Cooper  1032. 

F. 

Fearnside,  Tarver  R.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Custody  of  Records  belonging  to  Auditors 
of  Land  Revenue  in  England  and  Wales,  7132 — Are  kept  partly  at  Spring  Gardens, 

partly  in  the  Carlton  Ride,  7133 Part  are  well  arranged ; Miscellaneous  Records  in  a 

very  confused  state,  7137 Inconsequence  of  their  having  been  moved  about,  7138, 

7139 Were  arranged  by  the  Record  Commission,  but  good  done  by  them  undone  from 

want  of  care  in  removals,  7140-7149 Care  is  now  taken  of  the  Records;  they  are  being 

repaired,  collected  and  bound,  7151 -About  two  hundred  volumes  in  a satisfactory 

state,  rather  more  than  half  the  Records  as  to  utility,  7155,  7156 To  what  extent  in- 
dexed, 7157 Difficulty  of  transferring  any  portion  to  the  custody  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum, 7160 Record  Commission  have  not  offered  assistance  in  repairing,  &c.  neither 

should  witness  have  felt  warranted  in  accepting  aid  without  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury, 
7161-7166.  J 

Fees.  Extracts  from  the  evidence  of  different  witnesses,  and  opinion  of  the  Committee  upon 

fees  charged  in  different  Record  Offices,  Rep.  xxiv Expenses  of  searching,  owing  to 

fees;  difficulties  of  want  of  calendars  much  aggravated  by  system  of  fees,  Hewlett  655, 

660,  668 Present  mode  of  charging  fees  a heavy  tax  on  the  administration  of  justice, 

Hewlett  723 Omission  of  the  Commission  to  reform  fees  of  various  offices,  Protheroe 

2148— — Fees  paid  for  copies  of  Rolls,  production  of  papers,  and  attendance  on  House  of 

Lords,  in  the  case  of  Braye  Peerage,  Nicolas  3916, 3923,  3941 Exorbitant  demand  for 

fees  for  production  of  Records,  a public  evil  which  ought  long  since  to  have  been  rescinded, 

Nicolas  394573948 Results  of  steps  taken  by  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  fees  of 

officers  of  various  Record  Offices,  and  of  reforms  necessary,  Cooper  1091—1103. 

Increase  of  demand  for  historical  works  which  would  be  occasioned  by  abolition  of  fees 

in  Record  Offices,  Tytler  4267 Fees  of  two  or  three  offices  often  paid  from  want  of 

knowledge  of  the  real  depository,  Parkes  4385 Evidence  concerning  fees  charged  at 

Record  Offices ; letter  written  by  witness  on  the  subject  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 

which  remains  unanswered.  Madden  5521-5537 All  fees  in  courts  of  law  are  fixed  by 

the  judges  of  the  court,  Spence  5815— Witness  found  the  fees  charged  at  Record  offices 

a great  impediment  and  annoyance,  Nichols  5853 Instance  of  expense  incurred  in  the 

prosecution  of  a topographical  inquiry  in  searching  the  Record  Offices,  Nichols  5859 

Great  benefit  to  authors  and  others,  if  fees  for  copying,  See.  were  abolished,  Nichols  5877. 

Present  amount  demanded  for  the  production  of  documents  is  a public  evil  which  ought 

long  since  to  have  been  rescinded,  Nicolas  3945-3948 Fees  generally  are  too  large  in 

every  office,  Grimaldi  658s Fees  often  complained  of.  Vice  Chancellor  6668 r-Higli 

fees  a great  obstruction  to  justice ; all  fees  should  be  reduced  as  low  as  possible,  consistent 

with  the  proper  doing  of  the  business  of  the  office,  Alderson  7685 Expenses  of  fees- 

application ; suggestion  that  fees  should  be  remitted  upon  searches  for  legal  or  historical 

purposes,  Sugden  7995 High  fees  in  certain  offices  a great  impediment  to  inquirers, 

Phillips  7487 Has  heard  complaints  of  high  fees,  Lyndhurst,  Lord,  8203 The 

exaction  of  fees  frequently  prevents  searches  being  made  at  public  offices,  Lingard,  App. 

Q-  5>P'  73° Those  demanded  for  an  inspection  of  a private  index,  in  some  of  the 

Record  Offices,  are  very  enormous,  App.p.  866. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office,  5.  Braye  Peerage.  Chancery,  2.  Chapter  House,  2. 
Charities.  College  of  Arms.  Common  Pleas.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of,  4.  Courts  of 
Law.  Crown.  Ecclesiastical  Survey.  Extracts.  Edinburgh  Registry  Office,  2. 
Fowler  v.  North.  Government  Remembrancer.  Historical  Works.  King’s  Remem- 
brancer, 3.  Lancaster,  Duchy  of,  4.  Literary  Searchers.  Lord  Treasurer.  Pad- 
dington\.  Parliament.  Pell  Office,  3.  Petty  Bag  Office.  Pipe  Office,  3.  Records. 
Rolls  Chapel,  4.  Salaries.  Scrope  and  Grosvenor  Peerage.  Suitors.  Tower,  2. 

Fees,  Ireland.  Reason  to  complain  of  fees  in  Ireland,  very  unequal  in  different  offices 

Groves  5135 Fees  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office  ; in  the  Prerogative  Court ; in  the’ 

Chief  Remembrancer’s  Office;  the  Vice  Treasurer’s  Office,  Groves  5135 Hardship 

of  the  expense  of  re-attesting  documents,  Groves  5135 Fees  taken  upon  every  thing 

Fleming  8246.  J 5’ 

Feodaries’  Certificates.  Among  the  documents  designated  Miscellaneous,  at  the  Rolls  Chapel 
Palmer  6248.  ' 

Final  Concords.  These  documents,  speaking  topographically,  must  be  very  useful,  Benson 
4974- 

Finance.  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  compare  the  ledger  and 
petty  cash  book  with  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  of  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
Board,  from  March  1831  to  March  1833,  -4pp. p.  874. 
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to  the  committee  appointed  by 

of  the  committee  on  the  pecuniaty 

affairs  of  the  Board,  1^-  P- 829-^^  ^ ^ R;  ht  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer^1 the  heads  under  which  the  expenditure  of  the  Record  Board  should  for  the 

?UtSiroTcnogmmittf  on  ^'accounts  of  the  Record  Board,  J„.P.  830,  831.  Ap- 

■ pef  neffrom  Mr^eami'an  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records,  dated  16  February 
^od  enckTng  Treasury  Report  on  the  Record  Commission  Account,  Arp.  p.  833-837- 
1 See  also  King’s  Printer.  Parliamentary  Grants. 

Fine  Rolls  : 

1.  Indexes. 

2.  Editing  and  Printing. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Towlmt  extent  there  are 

ffTJ^ as  to  the  e5St  to 
which  these  Rolls  should  be  printed,  Sugden  8034- 

2.  Editing  andP*  r Roberts,  Cooper  46 A work  of  considerable  utility, 

, -Aj  the  rei?eEdeito/hY  Mr.  Roberts,  and  done  exceedingly  well.  Madden  5488 

Madden  5484  -cAf  tea  »y  The  fi  are  very  imp0rtant  m ques- 

Are  a very  important  P«bhcat,on,  Taylor  OiH to  extent  to  which  these 

tions  of  pedigree  and  genealogy,  i aylor  0107  '-'P1 

— ng  Fine  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  App.  9o6,  9o8. 

See  also  Devon,  Mr. 

Tire  at  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  See  Augmentation  Office,  4. 

Bre  Buildings  have  continued  to  incur  continual  risk  of  destruction  by  fire,  Hep.  vm. 
lire  Proof.  Record  Office  at  Edinburgh  divided  into  several  small  apartments  nearly 
fire  proof,  Thomson  3733*  . . , 


First  Fruits  <#“•  m^te conlTport  rf  thl  CoSssioners  in  .8i9  represents  t 
dwellings,  Sef-TiUj-  — jRPolds  carried  there  from  the  King’s  Mewsbymu 
secure  state  oi  theoffice;  unsorted  Re^ids  cmnen  tne  received  no  retuvi 


the  in- 

secure  state  of  theoffice;  unsorted  Records  cameo  tpere  non,  XtS'iita 

*•  x,hW -^Pata  :“ommrpfeasSkecords  were  carried  by  mistake  to 

this  office r ; 

to  that  °fflce’-  Gu",korre 
^ received  any  aListance  from  the  Record  Commission  in  arrange- 
‘J^aLhorpe  7*59— No  difficulty  ,n  finding 

-528 Building  convenient,  space  for  many  yeais,  Lnintimpej  aaj 

dais  and  indexes,  Gunthorpe  7260-7263. 

Fees  taken  upon 

befOTelhe^time  of  ^Cromwellf  8250 All  worlds  of  the  Irish  Record  Commission  not 

published  given  in  charge  to  Sir.W.  Beetham,  among  which  are  all  the  manuscnp 
indexes,  8251.  Fletal 
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Fleta.  New  edition  of  this  work  a desirable  publication,  Wetherell  5988 ; Stephen  67 68  ; 

SpanTde  7435 Reasons  for  re-printing  this  and  other  ancient  law  books,  Wetherell 

7°43 A wild  speculation  of  any  bookseller  to  attempt  a publication  of,  Sweet  60G0 

Publication  more  valuable  among  historians  and  antiquarians  than  lawyers.  Vice 

Chancellor  6659 It  is  to  be  desired  that  there  should  be  a good  edition,  but  doubtful 

whether  worth  the  expense,  A/derson  7649 Would  be  honourable  to  the  country, 

Sugden  8010 Whether  the  work  should  be  published,  Littledale  8294. 

Fader  a.  See  Rymer’s  Fadera. 

Foreign  Collections . Foreign  searches  and  transcripts  have  cost  about  3,000 1.,  Cooper  2198 
Made  with  a view  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  and  to  obtain  information  relative  to  manu- 
scripts and  documents  connected  with  early  English  history.  Cooper  3055 Statement 

as  to  Fcedera  with  regard  to  foreign  collections,  Cooper  8108 — • — Evidence  as  to  foreign 

collections  ; expense  thereof ; portions  to  be  published  as  appendix,  Protheroe  2022 

Less  should  have  been  expended  on  foreign  collections  till  the  work  of  arrangement  had 

been  completed,  Protheroe  2055- Reasons  why  documents  from  abroad  should  not 

have  been  collected,  without  first  ascertaining  whether  they  were  in  England,  Iiardy 

3675*  3677 Witness  has  found  many  valuable  materials  in  foreign  libraries  which 

might  form  part  of  a supplement  to  Rymer,  Bellz  6736 Record  Commission  right  to 

avail  themselves  of  the  peace  of  Europe  to  collect  materials  from  foreign  countries,  Allen 
7428 — Foreign  collections  have  been  made  for  the  purposes  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  and 
materials  for  history  of  Britain  ; the  whole  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Cooper,  who  has 
employed  different  persons  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  Hallam  7622-7625. 

See  also  Appendixes,  llymer. 

Foreign  Correspondence.  See  Agenda. 

Foreign  Governments.  Papers  relating  to  inquiries  directed  by  foreign  governments  and 
societies,  App.  p.  918—922. 

Foreign  Fetters  at  the  Tower.  Evidence  as  to  witness  having  privately  ordered  letters  to 
be  copied  at  the  Tower,  Cooper  1134,  1854. 

Foreign  Letters  and  State  Papers.  No  calendar  to  the  foreign  letters  and  state  papers  at 

the  Tower,  Hardy  3613 Witness  employed  editing  foreign  correspondence  at  the 

Tower,  Palgrave  4305. 

Foreign  Libraries.  See  France.  Libraries,  2. 

Foreign  Records.  See  Belgium.  Carte,  Mr.  French  Records.  Germany.  House  Towns. 
Lisbon.  Royal  Archives. 

Foxton,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Sworn  officer  in  the  office  of  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer’s Remembrancer,  7116 Records  of  the  office  satisfactorily  arranged,  7117-7118. 

The  miscellaneous  unarranged  documents  are  very  few,  7121 Place  of  deposit 

subject  to  the  same  inconveniences  as  the  Pipe  Office  Records,  7127 An  index  exists, 

7130 — : — There  are  but  few  rolls  wanting,  and  these  are  known  to  be  absent,  7131. 

Forshall,  Mr.  Witness  employed  under  Mr.  Forshall  in  the  manuscript  department  at  the 
British  Museum,  prior  to  engagement  by  Record  Commission,  Stevenson  3735. 

Foivler  v.  North.  Case  in  which  witness  wished  to  examine  a record ; expenses  of  fees ; 
application  of  fees,  Sugden  7995. 

Foxton,  Mr.  Sum  paid  him  for  transcription  of  the  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  of  the  31 
Henry  I.,  and  assistance  in  the  editorship  thereof,  App.  p.  769. 

France,  Archives  of.  The  Commission  have  obtained  a catalogue  of  documents  from  the 
year  790  to  the  close  of  the  15th  century,  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  France,  Rep.  xxii. 

France.  Eight  sets  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  placed  at  the 

disposal  of  the  King  of  the  French,  App.  p.  787 Catalogue  of  transcripts  in  the 

archives  and  libraries  of  France,  App.  p.  883,  884. 

See  also  Royal  Archives. 

French  Government.  Constant  maxim  of  the  French  Government  to  contribute  largely  to. 

the  publication  of  historical  works.  Gamier  4092 Sums  voted  by  the  Chamber  of 

Deputies  for  making  researches  in  all  libraries  in  France  for  documents  relating  to  the. 

history  of  the  country,  Gamier  4092 French  Government  have  a gentleman  employed 

in  this  country  transcribing  documents  relating  to  France,  Madden  5472  ; Ellis  5549. 

See  also  Guizot,  Mr.  Pensions.  Royal  Printing  Office. 

French  Historical  Works.  Published  a volume  at  a time,  at  the  expense  of  government ; 
indexes  afterwards,  Rees  5373. 
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French  Record  Commission  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Expenditure. 

3.  Printing. 

4.  Publication. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generali;,.  b the  French  Record  Commission  during  1835, 

Miscellaneous  KfaisJ  of  Public  Instruction;  he  appoints  the  Com- 

Cooper  objects  „f  the  Commission,  Sa53 Instituted  1834  ; object 

mission,  ^ unedited  relating  to  history  of  France,  Wright 691 1 

WoAsPSlS  or™ preparation,  Wright  69.^14— Annual  report  made  to  the 
Chambers  and  the  King,  TFrtg/it  6937. 

hundred  and  twenty  thousand  francs  per  annum  allowed  to  the  Commission, 
tr  L fioo6--Eanenditure  has  hitherto  been  in  editing  and  preparing  manuscripts 

Wright  690?  “P,” V , Manner  in  which  editors  are  pard  is  for  editing  and 

“d  »ill  produce  greater  result  in  France; 

"St  and  pSintam  cheapm  than  in  England?  Wright  6908-6907. 

3.  Printing. 

Printing  done  by  government  establishment,  Wright  6928. 

4.  Publication.  . . ...  . , 

Plan  to  select 

publication  oTworks^best  known,  bright  825% These  publications  undertaken,  because 

too  expensive  for  individuals,  Wright  8262. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Reports  of  French  Record  Commission,  App.  p.  922-937. 

French  Rolls.  Have  two  calendars,  both  defective,  Cooper  \ 081  -Expense  of  making 
calendars  to  these  rolls  1,213?-, Hardy  3619.  . 

Time  and  cost  estimate  of  calendaring  the  French  rolls  in  the  Tower,  App.  p.  906,  yog. 

VrediMd  J William  iun.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— J obs  about  the  Bank  of  England, 
with  the  Records  in  the  Six  Clerks’ Office  8077— Agisters 

Office  8078— —Examiner’s  Office,  8079 Report  Office,  8080 -—These  offices  contain 

the  most  important  Records  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  8081 -Arrangement 

convenient  and  access  easy,  8082— Never  found  any  difficulty  m dicing  Marches* 
or  obtaining  copies  of  documents,  8083— Fees  generally  modeiate,  8o84  ~ With  le 
ference  to  property  generally  the  Records  the  most  important  in  the  kingdom,  8085-8089 

Never  experienced  any  difficulty  in  procuring  copies  or  papers  from  the  Exchequer 

Cour  t 8002— —Fees  are  moderate  as  regards  ancient  documents,  8094- Fees  taken  for 

copies’  of  proceedings  in  suits  actually  in  progress  are  excessive  for  that  purpose,  8094 
— —Fees  m the  Court  of  King's  Bench  and  Pleas  certainly  not  exorbitant;  not  any 

difficulty  in  finding  the  Records,  8096 .Of  opinion  that  practically  there  is  sufficient 

easy  access  to  all  Chancery  documents,  8097 A great  disadvantage  that  orders  and 

decrees  now  do  not  contain  recitals  of  the  proceedings  m the  cause ; course  necessary  in 
discovering  proceedings  in  a charity  suit,  8097. 

Froissart's  Chronicle.  Reason  for  introducing  a notice  of  this  work  in  Appendix  to  Rymer’s 

Fcedera,  Cooper  2230 Witness  not  aware  that  a new  edition  of  Froissart  was  to  be 

printed  by  the  Commissioners,  Petrie  3442- 

Parley's  Bible.  Reason  for  noticing  this  book  in  Appendix  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Cooper 
2222. 

G. 


Gage,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Director  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  4984 

Publications  in  which  witness  has  been  engaged,  4985 Had  frequently  to  make  use 

of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  4986 Has  found  them  of  the  greatest 

utility,  4987 Selections  and  publications  have  been  j udiciously  made,  4990 Pub- 

lications of  Commission  have  been  eminently  useful  for  the  purposes  of  local  and  general 
history,  and  for  archaiology,  biography  and  genealogy,  4991 — — Works  of  the  present 

Commission  generally  more  valuable  than  those  published  by  the  former,  4992 Value 

of  Pipe  Rolls,  Patent  Rolls  and  Close  Rolls,  4993 No  private  publisher  could  have 

repaid  himself,  but  would  have  suffered  a great  loss,  4994,4995 -Extent  to  which 

witness  considers  the  published  works  of  the  Commission  connected  with  the  history  of 

England,  4997 Witness  considers  present  Commission  works  well;  would  be  extremely 

sorry  to  see  paid  Commissioners ; would  lead  to  disgraceful  jobs,  5001. 

Preservation 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Commission:  1836.] 


GAG 


GEN 


43 


Gage,  John,  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Preservation  of  Records  at  the  Tower,  5006 Preservation  of  Records  at  the  Rolls, 

5007 Gentlemen  connected  with  literature  should  have  the  same  facilities  as  to  fees  at 

the  Rolls  as  at  other  offices,  5009 Situation  of  the  Pipe  Office  bad ; the  only  office 

where  witness  has  had  to  pay  fees,  5014 Examination  as  to  Lord  Treasurer’s  Office 

5017 Commission  has  worked  well;  its  published  works  have  done  it  credit,  5036* 

5049.  5°5°>  5°55>  5°74 Satisfactory  arrangement  of  Records  at  the  Tower,  5038  ° - 

At  the  Chapter  House,  5039,5065 Rolls  Chapel,  5042,5065 Want  of  indexes 

and  catalogues  for  the  use  of  the  public  at  the  Rolls,  5044 Arrangement  at  the 

Augmentation  Office,  5051 Witness  has  found  every  facility  at  the  Tower  and  the 

Chapter  House,  5063 Arrangement  and  publication  of  Records  should  go  on  at  the 

same  time,  5075, 5076 Witness  would  be  sorry  to  see  the  publication  of  Records 

suspended  till  the  Records  are  all  arranged,  5077. 

Gallia  Historica.  Published  by  a French  monk  at  Caen;  plan  of  the  work  considered 

preferable  to  Dom  Bouquet’s,  Gamier  4083 Book  brought  to  light  in  consequence  of 

the  searches  of  Mr.  Guizot,  Gamier  4083. 

Gall,  St.  In  the  library  of  this  monastery  may  be  found  many  MSS  written  by  Irish 
monks,  containing  glosses  and  other  pieces  in  the  Irish  language,  Cooper  2199 ; App. 
p.  884. 

Gamier,  II.  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Professor  at  the  Latin  College  of  Fribourg, 

4°59 Three  classes  of  archives  in  Germany,  4061 Custom  of  Germany  to  destroy 

legal  Records  after  the  lapse  of  100  years,  4062 In  a state  of  great  disorder  till  the 

beginning  of  the  present  century,  4065 Governments  of  Germany  do  not  edit  Records, 

4066 — -Publication  of  Records  has.  taken  place  under  a society  established  1818,  under 

the  presidency  of  the  Prussian  minister,  Von  Stein,  4068 Commenced  by  publishino- 

a periodical,  4068 Monumenta  Germanica  Historica  appeared  1828,  4068 Edited 

by  G.  H.  Pertz,  Royal  Librarian,  Hanover,  4068 Nature  of  the  collection,  plan  of 

work,  4069-4072 Funds  of  the  society,  4073 Work  executed  to  the  satisfaction 

of  learned  men  in  Germany,  4075 Comparison  of  plans  of  Muratori  and  Dom 

Bouquet,  4077,  4079,  4083 Scriptores  Rerum  Danicarum,  an  improvement' upon  the 

execution  of  Muratori’s  plan,  4079 Plan  of  Gallia  Historica,  4083 Assistance 

given  by  royal  printing  office  in  France  to  authors,  4084- Assistance  of  French  Govern- 
ment before  and  since  the  Revolution  as  to  publication  of  historical  works,  4092 Steps 

taken  by  M.  Guizot  to  search  libraries  in  France  and  abroad  for  Records  relating  to 

French  history,  4092 Sum  voted  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  for  making  researches 

in  all  libraries  in  France  for  documents,  4092 Opinion  that  Appendix  (A.),  being  a 

catalogue  of  all  documents  relating  to  the  British  Isles  in  libraries  in  Germany,  is 
defective ; notices  it  contains  inaccurate ; instances  of  errors,  4093-41 14. 

Garter,  Order  of.  Use  of  the  work  in  assisting  a witness  in  collecting  materials  fora  new 
history  of  the  order  of  the  Garter,  Beltz  6716. 

Gascon  Rolls.  Have  only  an  exceedingly  defective  calendar.  Cooper  1081. 

Gap,  Mr.  C.  Works  on  which  he  has  been  employed,  Cooper  66 Now  performs  the 

duty  of  Mr.  Cole  to  a certain  extent.  Cooper  210 Explanations  respecting  Mr.  Gay; 

testimonials  of  Mr.  Devon,  Cooper  238 Arrangement  of  Records  by  Mr.  Caley  or 

Mr.  Gay,  Cooper  428 Difficulty  of  reference  ; competence  of  Mr.  Gay,  Ilezdett  770- 

799 Great  use  of  Mr.  Gay,  Hewlett  814-819 But  not  calculated  to  superintend 

the  methodical  arrangement  of  Records,  Ilezdett  817-822 Character  of  Mr.  Gay;  an 

excellent  workman,  not  fit  to  methodize;  Illingworth  981-985,987 Character  of 

Mr.  Gay,  a good  workman,  but  not  fit  for  a Record-keeper,  Protheroe  1367 Employ- 

ment of  Mr.  Gay  by  Mr.  Caley  ; certainly  not  competent,’  without  superintendence,  to 
carry  on  the  plan  of  arrangement  in  the  Augmentation  Office  commenced  by  witness 
Cole  4734. 

Genealogical  Inquiries.  Great  benefit  which  would  result  from  opening  the  Record  Offices 

to  inquirers,  Protheroe  1663 Publications  of  the  Commission  of  great  use  in  makino- 

genealogical  researches,  Grimaldi  6498;  Beltz  6697,  6698 Pipe  Rolls,  Concords” 

Fine  Rolls,  Close  Rolls,  Patent  Rolls  and  Pleadings,  are  all  highly  important  for  the  pur- 
poses of  genealogical  inquiry,  Beltz  6702,  6703. 

Genealogy.  See  Early  Fines. 

General  Record  Office  : 

1.  Opinions  in  favour. 

2.  Ojnnions  against. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Opinions  in  favour. 

Projects  for  have,  at  various  times,  been  considered  by  the  Board,  but  no  plan  has  been 
carried  into  effect,  Rep.  xxvi. Proposal  of  witness  for  building  a Record  Office  on  the 
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General  Record  Office:— X.  Opinions  continued.  ' ? 

r„.  ,7  m-innld  all  be  kept  in  one  building,  which  could  not  be 

Rolls  Estate,  Illingworth  840  niinmoorth  878  870 Wrong  impression  that 

effected  wuhout  an  on  Mr.  iflingUrth’s  plan, 

witness  should  be  erected,  Protheroe  i48S Value  of  n 

Coopei  2663,  2664  tjiere  were  catalogues  raisonnees,  and  rooms  foi  study 

general  repps, tory  for f as  (()  f die  „f  a ne„  Record  Office; 

and  transcnpi bon V^f-t !?ed  should  be  arranging  and  binding  the  Records ; any  money 
would  not  he  laid  oft  to  so  much  advantage  as 

if  expended  afterwards a Record  depository  is  of  the  highest  importance  ; 

Witness  of  opm  on  fliat  I om  consalt;ngl  Records,  Partes  43S8,  44i3-— Cop- 

vvould  greatly  d>m“li#  gS P f GenerafRecord  Office  were  erected  it  should  be 
vement  to  the  legal  piotesmon,  trmt  ^ Ujndlurst,  Lord,  8217— 

built  on  Office  would  bf  serviceable  to  person's  interested  in  legal  mqui- 

Building  a General  Kecoi  o inrn  Objection  to  any  part  of  the  expenses 

vies, Lamdak, .Lord,  &„lt  „f  JChancery,  Ungiale,  Lord  45ia- 

Wdffigf  a general  Record  Office,  wait  of  funds,.  Allen  7337 
^W^findiLd  to  think 

La  t0  a11  RLrds  “ Henry  vn- 

S«;2ane,ent^ 

taking  care,  by  Act  if  ‘ na  I t0  hate  all  the  poblio  Rec0,ds 

Office?  the^present  lost  of  time  in  makingtearches  might  be  prevented,  Jlierson  7887. 
8232. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

See  also  Bill  in  Parliament.  Rolls  Coart.  Rolls  Estate.  Stators’  Fund. 

General  Report.  Witness’s  work  on  Records , order  for  pnnti ng  ’ by  the  Board  J^ention 
for  some  time  to  print  at  witness’s  expense;  reasons  foi  not,  Cooper  -031  Dein=> 

fm  f$pe  time  to  P p / 211'6 Witness  is  preparing  the  General  Report 

O n < witness  on  the  Wneral  Report  in  place  of 

Mr  Webster  IW/  3656-3658 Object  of  witness  in  giving  a notice  m the  Agenda 

^\o^ie  General  Repor^°Prof/(eroe  2109 Is  being  printed  without  first  being  sub- 

mitted to  the  Commissioners,  Protheme  2118  Evidence  as  to  is  ^‘"^G^neral 

before  the  Board,  Protheroe  2126 Evidence  concerning  the  printing  ot  the  general 

Report  • impropriety  of  such  a work  proceeding  without  the  knowledg-e  of  the  “ 

-sion,  PiW/ieroe  2109, 2118,  2138-2143 Mr.  Cole’s  Appendix  ; aIte™^ 

his  knowledge,  Protheroe  2123 Witness  informed  by  secretary  tha he  sh. ould  st  e 

nuously  resist  the  production  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  general  reports , ■ e 
2085— —Further  evidence  respecting  the  reports  drawn  up  by  witness,  the 1 obhteiation 
of  the  word  Sub-commissioner,  which  title  had  been  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Cooper,  Cole 
4735,  4736- 

Germany,  Archives  of.  The  Commission  have  obtained  a list  of  MSS.  and  dements  con- 
nected with  British  history  and  literature  in  the  libraries  and  archives  of  Germany, 

Rep.  xxii. Three  classes  of  archives  in  Germany,  Gamier  4061 Central  archives, 

town  archives,  and  courts  of  law  archives,  Gamier  4061-4063 Chronicles  publishing 

in  Germany  by  Mr.  Pertz,  Madden  5475* 

See  also  Archives.  Monumenta  Germanica.  Glaiiville 
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Glanville.  New  edition  of  this  work  would  be  valuable,  Wetherell  5988 » Stephen  6768 

Reasons  why  it  would  be  desirable  to  reprint  such  ancient  law  books,  Wetherell  7043 

A wild  speculation  to  attempt  a republication  of,  by  any  bookseller.  Sweet  6060 

Publication  more  valuable  to  historians  and  antiquaries  than  lawyers.  Vice  Chancellor 
6659 Honourable  to  the  country,  Sugden  8010. 

Glue-makers.  Evidence  as  to  large  quantities  of  Records  having  been  purloined  by  labourers, 
who  were  employed  in  moving  Records  at  Westminster  hall,  and  sold  to  glue-makers' 
Cole  4435. 

Gottingen.  See  Libraries,  2. 

Government.  When  Record  Offices  are  searched  for  Government,  fees  are  paid  as  for  indi- 
viduals, Illingworth  916. 

Grand  Jury  Rolls.  See  Docket  Rolls. 

Grants  by  Parliament.  Manner  in  which  witness  received  the  first  cash  voted  for  the  Com- 
mission, Cooper  2262 Error  respecting  the  financial  arrangements  of  the  Commission 

in  allowing  the  secretary  to  receive  the  Parliamentary  grant,  Nicolas  3906 Mode  in 

which  grant  for  Record  Commission  might  best  be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England,  Cooper 
7780-  —Evidence  relative  to  Parliamentary  grants  being  received  by  secretary.  Cooper 

Some  portion  of  the  public  monies  might  be  devoted  to  the  publication  of 

Records,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  4 p.  730.  Southey,  App.  Q.  4,  p.  731. 

See  also  Accounts.  Bank  of  England.  Expenditure.  King’s  Printer.  Receipts  and 
Expenditure. 

Granville,  Cardinal  de.  French  Record  Commission  making  selections  from  the  private 
papers  of,  for  publication,  Wright  8268. 

Great  Seal.  See  Registry  of  the  Great  Seal. 

Grey,  Lord.  Correspondence  with  ministers ; interview  with  Lord  Grey  on  the  subject  of 

appointing  Sir  F.  Palgrave  Keeper  of  Chapter  House  Records,  Cooper  1474 Letter 

from  secretary  of  Lord  Grey  to  Mr,  Vincent,  concerning  interference  of  Record  Com- 
mission, with  Records  of  Augmentation  Office,  Vincent  1687. 

Grimaldi,  Stacey.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Directed  his  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
Public  Records,  6494 — —Has  made  extensive  use  of  Commissioners’  publications,  6496 

In  writing  a work  entitled  Origines  Genealogicee,  6496 Publications  of  the 

Commission  of  great  use  in  making  genealogical,  topographical,  legal  and  historical 

researches,  6498— — Works  of  the  Commission  which  are  most  useful,  6499 Witness 

frequently  consulting  Records,  which  he  could  not  make  use  of  without  the  calendars  and 

indexes  which  have  issued  under  the  Commission,  6500,  6501-6503 In  the  capacity 

of  Record  solicitor  to  the  Woods  and  Forests,  witness  was  enabled  by  means  of  Record 

Commission’s  works  to  prove  the  Crown’s  title  to  a tract  of  land,  6506-6509 No  doubt 

whatever  that  the  ends  of  justice  have  been  furthered  by  these  publications,  6511 

The  works  could  never  have  been  published  as  a matter  of  commercial  speculation,  6512. 

The  expense  of  publication  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  nation,  6513 Witness  would 

rather  the  money  voted  by  Parliament  was  used  in  making  calendars  and  indexes  before 

printing,  6515,  6516 Highly  important  that  calendars  should  be  compiled  to  the  later 

Placita  of  the  King’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer,  651 7— — Incorrectness  of 
the  present  printed  Year  Books,  but  at  present  more  important  works  for  the  Record 

Commission  to  attend  to,  6519-6521 Works  executed  under  former  Commission  in 

many  instances  indifferently  performed;  works  executed  under  the  present,  with  few 

exceptions,  well  performed,  6524 On  comparing  Patent  and  Close  Rolls  as  published 

with  the  MSS,  not  found  the  variation  of  a letter,  6525 Both  works  admirably  per- 
formed, 6526- Great  assistance  given  in  searching  at  the  Tower,  Chapter  House  and 

Augmentation  Office,  6529. 

At  the  Rolls  the  conduct  of  those  in  charge  amounts  to  denial  of  justice,  6529— — 
From  the  amount  of  fees  demanded,  the  shortness  of  time  allowed  to  consult  documents, 

and  want  of  the  public  right  to  inspect  calendars,  6532-6536 On  making  a personal 

search  for  a private  purpose,  no  fee  demanded,  6537 Witness  thinks  that  after  certain 

steps  have  been  taken  as  to  arrangement,  calendaring  might  commence  before  all  monies 

were  expended  for  arrangement,  6551 Arrangement,  repairing  and  calendaring  are 

objects  which  the  Commission  should  have  attended  to  before  printing  any  of  the 

Records,  6553 Better  to  have  calendared  and  arranged  Records  at  the  Chapter  House 

than  to  have  printed  documents  from  it,  6554 Many  Records  in  the  Tower  in  perfect  • 

order,  of  which  calendars  should  be  printed,  either  simultaneously  or  before  other  Records 
are  arranged,  6555-6559 Rolls  well  arranged,  6560 Miscellaneous  documents  ill  ar- 
ranged, 6560 Privy  seal.  Signet  bills,  writs  and  summonses  arenearly  inaccessible,  6561. 

Some  public  calendars,  which  do  not  give  the  information  wanted  ; there  is  no  index 

of  places,  6565 Fees  charged  for  searching  private  indexes,  65 66 Rolls  are  not  ill 

arranged ; are  admirably  arranged ; miscellaneous  documents  not  arranged  at  all,  6567 
Rolls  are  infinitely  greater  in  number  than  the  miscellaneous  Records,  6570 

0.33:  “ / 3 Great 
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Grimaldi,  Stacej.  (.  y Chapter  House  unarranged,  6573 There  is  an 

Great  proportion  of  theKecord  at  rfeot  index  to  the  Plaoita,  6577 Also 

index  to  the  Fines,  and  a ''a? 0f  thePCoortof  Wards  and  Liveries,  6578 Fees 

an  index  to  some  papers  01  proceed  g too  large  in  every  office,  6582 Libe- 

of  the  Chapter  House,  8581— fe  g y |f  ^ who  at  0f  them,  6589 

!!^Ve“rdesofT  ‘hCy  h“V6  ; 

must  be  searched  by  means  of  t ie  0,C  ^ t t the  CarltonRide ; miscellaneous  Records 
Bad  state  of  the  Ex. =h eq.er  Exchequer  Records  are  ivell 

wholly  unarranged,  keptm  s r » Court  of  Common  Law  worse  than  others ; you 

arranged,  6601-6611  fee  been  copied,  6605 Further  evidence 

C°py  th?  hfbCXsl,  6606-6610— Witness  considers  the  work  on 

concerning  few  at  the  p , »w()rk  the  Commission  has  published,  6615—— 
Parliamentary  \viits  the  ■ • _ to  expend  money  on  foreign  missions  for 

Examination  as  to  authonty  ^rf  6619-6624  Evidence  concern- 

transcripts  of  Saxon  woiks,  P . ®6625. Witness  did  not  mean  to  imply 

ing  the  sale  of  Ee“"J ’S  it  mieht  nofbe  useful  to  the  general  student  in  historical 
totoe  m SustSnal  historyfeBac,— Works  of  Commission  should  be  open  to  the 
general  student  and  historian,  6630. 

T>  tp  7 a /■  a nn1wi«s  of  his  Evidence.)- -Sub.-commissioner  of  public  Records 

Gr»«S  Rev.  Edvard.  Arching  among  Records  in  Ireland,  510J 

ml IrnM„6c£«rSn ains the Patiiamentary  Records  and  State  Papers;  the  four 

Dublin  Castle  conta  ns  , 0Q— Records  relating  to  ecclesiastical  affairs 

courts  of  justice  have  the  W Kine»s  Inns,  51 10- Records  connected 

thework;  cause  of  its  remoya  to  London  6l«5  5126 Documents  in 

by  the  Commission,  of  the  nature  of  “to  complam  of  the  fees  very 

the  Irish  Records  easdy  accessible,  J34  » R istry  0f  Deeds  Office,  613S— -ln 

uneaual  in  diffeient  offices, 5^36  * > aig..  nor .Thp  Vice 

fea!Sf S^sS^S'Of  *•  «P^  °f  revesting  doonments,  5136- 

Guild  Certificates.  Greater  portion  collected  in  the  time  of  Richard  II. ; curious  documents, 
no  kind  of  relation  to  corporation  inquiries,  Palgtave  4335>  433  • 

ments  relating  to  French  History,  Gamier  4092. 

See  also  Gallia  Iiistorica. 

patronages.  See.,  7226 No  difficnlty  in  finding  Records  that  are  arranged  m the 

Jffice  ,128 Building  convenient,  room  for  many  years,  72?9-7a3l'  Nature  of  the 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus  7107-704,7 Evidence  as  to  portions  of  the  Valor  supposed  to  be 

found  in  tli^  Augmentation  Office,  7045—' The  printed  Valor  is. 11  many  mstiurces 
inaccurate,  7049— -Records  deposited  in  the  Fust  Fruits  Office,  parts  of  which  do  not 
belong  to  that^office,  7253-7257 Wot  received  any  assistance  from  the  Record  Com- 
mission in  arrangement,  7259 There  are  excellent  calendars  and  indexes,  7260  7»3- 

Gurney,  Hudson:  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)  -Vice-president  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 

15078 Acquainted  generally  with  the  works  ot  the  Record  Commission,  5 

Publications  of  the  first  necessity  as  books  of  reference,  5082 Many  of  them  of  the 

greatest  utility  to  any  one  engaged  in  researches  into  the  constitutional  history  o 

England.,  5083 The  Parliamentary  Writs  contain  an  immense  mine  ot  historical  intoi- 

mation,  5085 Alphabetical  digest  that  accompanies  Sir  F.  Palgrave  s work  ot  the 

greatest  possible  convenience,  5088 Original  constitution  ot  the  Record  Hoard  le 

best  that  could  be  taken,  viz.,  men  of  high  official  station  as  Commissioners,  and  men 
of  eminence  employed  as  Sub-commissioners,  paid  by  salary  and  labour,  5089 ——Sums 
received  by  persons  devoted  to  Records  less  than  those  received  by  persons  nourishing 

in  any  profession,  5094- Work  on  Parliamentary  Writs  ought  to  be  carried  on  to  the 

present  time,  5097 Inconveniences  which  would  follow  from  a paid  Board  as  contrasted 

with  present  Board,  5099,  5100-5105 A Board  of  paid  Commissioners  interfering 

with  every  thing  would  be  the  worst  arrangement  for  the  public  service,  510b. 
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Gurney,  Hudson.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

(Second  Examination) — Society  of  Antiquaries  has  no  fund  for  publishing  Records, 

5213 Does  not  profess  to  publish  Records,  has  no  funds  for  the  purpose,  5214,  5215 

Utterly  impossible  for  any  individual  bookseller  to  publish  any  series  of  Records 

such  as  would  be  published  by  the  Government  of  a country,  5218 Knowledge  of 

English  History  has  been  extremely  advanced  by  what  has  been  done  by  Commissioners, 

which  could  not  have  been  done  by  any  individuals  whatever,  5222,  5224 Evidence 

as  to  value  or  probability  of  such  works  as  Van  Raumer’s  Letters  being  published  and 

sold  as  extracts  from  Records,  5220-5225 -Publication  of  last  volumes  of  State  Paper 

Office  relating  to  Ireland,  though  valuable,  has  had  but  - a very  limited  sale,  5227 

Class  of  literature  laid  open  by  the  Commission  not  likely  to  answer  as  a mercantile 

speculation  to  any  body  of  publishers,  5228 No  other  mode  of  making  Records 

generally  accessible  than  by  putting  them  in  print,  5232 The  work  of  arrangement 

and  publication  should  both  be  gradually  proceeded  with,  5233. 

H. 

Hallam,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Extent  to  which  witness  availed  himself  of 
works  of  the  Record  Commission  in  his  historical  works,  7578,  7585-7603 Parlia- 

mentary Writs  contain  a vast  many  details  and  specific  information  as  to  the  state  of  the 

country  in  those  periods  to  which  they  relate,  7579 No  bookseller  in  the  present  day 

would  undertake  a work  of  the  nature  of  a Record  publication,  7581 Expenditure  of 

public  money  on  such  works  if  expedient,  7582 Great  use  of  the  Harleian,  Cottonian 

and  Lansdowne  Catalogues,  7594 Witness  as  a Commissioner  has  not  entirely  known 

what  works  were  going  to  make  their  appearance  under  the  sanction  of  the  Board,  7611 
The  general  management  of  the  Board  has  rested  with  the  secretary  and  some  Com- 
missioners with  whom  he  has  had  communications,  7611 Practically  the  affairs  of 

the  Board  have  fallen  very  much  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  7612 The  Com- 
mission has  a pretty  accurate  knowledge  of  its  own  expenditure,  7613 Foreign  collec- 

tions have  been  made  for  the  purposes  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  and  as  materials  for  the 

History  of  Britain,  7619 The  whole  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Cooper,  who  has 

employed  different  persons  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  7622-7625 Witness  aware 

the  Commission  possesses  a library  which  has  cost  several  hundred  pounds,  and  is  kept 

in  Boswell  Court,  7630-7634 To  whom  the  publication  of  the  materials  for  the 

History  of  Great  Britain  would  be  a great  convenience,  7637 Publication  of  Records 

must  be  desirable  to  many  classes  of  persons,  7638. 

Hallam,  Mr.  His  work  on  Constitutional  History  did  little  more  than  pay  its  expenses, 

Nicolas  3968 Opinion  of  Mr.  Hallam  in  an  extract  from  a printed  letter  of  the 

unfairness  of  crediting  ex-parte  statements,  Cole  4924 Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper, 

dated  6 June  1836,  on  the  constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board,  App.p.  868,  869. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office,  6. 

Hallam  and  Petit,  Messrs.  Their  Report  on  the  work  carrying  on]  at  the  Augmentation 
Office  and  Record  Office  in  the  Tower,  under  the  authority  of  the  Record  Board,  dated 
19  February  1835,  App.  p.  873,  874. 

Hamburgh.  -See  Hanse  Toions.  , 

Hanaper  Office.  Witness  does  not  think  Records  at  this  office  sufficiently  accessible  under 
the  present  arrangement.  Parlies  4374,  4375. 

Hanse  Towns.  Diplomas  collected  by  a learned  foreigner  for  a history  of  the  Hanse  Towns  ; 
all  relate  to  English  affairs;  copied  from  archives  at  Hamburgh;  transmitted  to  the 
Board  to  be  published ; form  Appendix  (C.)  to  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Cooper  2190 Evi- 
dence as  to  documents  printed  from  the  archives  at  Hamburgh,  Hardy  3719-3724 

Answers  from  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Lubeck,  See.,  expressing  their  acknowledgment  for 
the  Commissioners  of  Records’  publication,  Colquhoun  6319. 

See  also  Foreign  Libraries. 

Hardy,  T.  D.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Chief  clerk  at  the  Tower,  3521 Recom- 

mendation in  a work  of  the  Commission  that  the  office  should  be  abolished ; appointment 

from  the  Treasury,  3524 Employed  in  editing  works  for  the  Board,  3525 Believed 

he  was  a Sub-commissioner ; so  written  to  and  addressed  by  the  secretary,  3527-3538, 

3553' Informed  by  secretary  that  he  was  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Board,  3539 

Steps  taken  thereon,  3540 Consequences  of  application  to  the  Board,  3543 Wit- 
ness’s transcripts  demanded  by  secretary,  and  refused,  3547 Good  state  of  Records 

at  the  Tower ; the  arrangement  cannot  be  improved,  3554 — : — Employment  of  Mr.  Ste- 
venson at  the  Tower  in  copying  Records  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  3559,3561 Injustice  of 

Mr.  Illingworth’s  pamphlet  in  its  reflections  on  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower ; pub- 
lished by  Record  Commission ; no  notice  given  to  the  officers  at  the  Tower,  3564-3569. 

Evidence  as  to  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  employment  at  the  Tower  during  the  time  he  was 

a Corporation  Commissioner,  3571-3606 State  of  Miscellaneous  Records  at  the 

Tower;  their  general  arrangement,  3607-3613 Witness  has  heard  of  Mr.  Cooper’s 

estimate  for  forming  calendars  to  Records  at  the  Tower ; witness’s  estimate  makes  the 

whole  amount  to  25,367  /.,  3619 Basis  on  which  the  above  calculation  is  formed, 

3620 Visits  of  Commissioners  to  the  Tower,  3621-3623 Fees  at  the  Rolls  Chapel 

0.33.  /4  in 
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Hardy,  T.  D.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

3 ■ * ;n  ntiipr~  moderate,  3628 Calendars  not  so  good  as  could 

[n  som®  instan.cesLoo  ’ d{  J if  private  indexes  were  purchased  by  the  public;  3629 

be  wished ; evils  could  be  lemedied  p „ ogoi At  the  Augmentation 

-State  of  Records  at  the  Office,  3646— High 

Office,  ; considers  them  exceedingly  useful,  3648,^9.1-: 

0P!“l°“  ° n^e  Rolls  printed  without  reference  to  witness,  who  compiled  the 

Publication  of  Close  Ko  > 1 .-eauest  • surprise  of  Mr.  Protheroe  at  the  work 

work;  dedication  to  pcregry  ^ BoJrd>  3651-3655— Employment  of 

being  dedicated  to  the  te  y of  Mr.  Webster,  3656-3658 Report  drawn  up 

witness  on  the  General  Report  k . ■ Rynier>s  p^dera  on  the  present  plan, 

by  witness^on  the  inexfi  A yndix  (C.)  COrrected  by  witness;  transcripts  from  Ham- 

3660-3666—  Pal  Tower  3667-3674 Reasons  why  documents  from  abroad 

hm'hl  ’noT  tfhave  been  collected  without  first  ascertaining  whether  they  were  in  England, 
ought  nGt£n75nD(,e®  ents  s0  printed  were  enrolled  at  various  Record  Offices,  3677 — - 
oy„t»S“  Sng  the  printing  one  of  the  Retell  Select!  at  witness’s 

3680 A few  boys  employed  at  the- 

„ ty  L Lin.  for  l5r  Black,  3681 Could  require  no  hooks  to  be  purchased 

British  Museum  l$it=ess  tlad'a  few  books  from  tile  old  Commission,  bnt  lias  been  coni- 
fer them,  368a— -Witness  had  a lew  u Quantity  of  the  Record 

pelled  to  buy  for  him  elf  to  the  exta  ol t bo  - , 01  7 3 was  paid 

3693— Every  one  of  witness’s  works 
Jiave  been  suspended,  eve’n  those  on  eve  of  completion,  3699 Reasons  given  .or  sus- 

^Slhonf  Eiamination.)-Further  evidence  as  to  cost  of  calendaring  Records  at  the 
Tower ^ 3,03— Employment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  Tower ; never  had  the  custody  of 
Rmids3  TTO5— - Witness  has  seen  the  portion  of  Valor  Ecclesrasticus  discovered  by 

Mr  Col’e-  value  of  this  document,  3706,  371* Evidence  concerning  the  danger  to 

M Records  deposited  in  the  Tower,  from  the  vicinity  of  a powder  magazine, 

“ ^3— Further  evidence  as  to  documents  printed  for  Appendix  (D.)  from  the  archives  of 

H opinion  that  the  separation  of  the  , mi, blisters’  ac, counts 

bv  Mr  Cole  would  not  invalidate  their  testimony  in  a court  of  law  , 4824—— Court  would 
notlhsien  to  such  an  objection,  4805 Want  of  signature  would  not  excite  suspicion  of 

^Fourth  Examination.) — Evidence  as  to  expensive  manner  in  which  the  publioationsare 
offSed  to  UmpnS;  price  demanded  for  wnness’s  General  Introduction  to  the  Patent 

R ®fth  Examination.)-Has  heard  Mr.  Grimaldi’s  statement  of  theatate  of  the  Miscel- 

(Mtn  mammal  1 Chanel  6631 Their  bad  state  at  the  present  time  fully 

SSs  W»  dioriprion  663a— Eo  “Lgement  of  these  dooumensf  or  any  indexes 
provided  or  fees  diminished,  since  the  period  Mr.  Gnmaldi  adverts  to,  6633. 

P (Sixth  Examination.) — Calendar  to  the  Charter  Rolls  produced ; inaccuracy  of  the 

v tvW  of  omissions  6087 The  calendar  of  the  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem 

more  'inaccurate^  still,  6997,’  700? Calendar  to  the  Patent  Rolls  ten  times  worse  than 

either  6qQ7 The  Calendarium  Heeredum  will  supply  many  inaccuracies  of  the  old 

Calendar,  and  give  considerably  more  information,  embracing  all  the  genealogical  dates- 

contained  in  the  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,  7006.  ■ „ 

C0?^vehth  Examination.) — Reasons  why  no  calculation  was  made  of  the  expense  of 
indexing  Chancery  Proceedings  in  his  estimate  of  expense  of  indexing  Tower  Records, 
g ! 83 --Has  found  the  Liber  HiberniEe  of  considerable  use,  8x84. 

I-Iariii  Mr.  Ills  remuneration  as  editor,  Cooper  2929-— Has  the  task  of  editing  the  Rolls 
of  King  John,  and  other  Rolls  at  the-  Record  Office  and  Tower,  Cooper  46— His 
memorial  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  being  a Sub-oomm,ssjer  Co^er 

n; Ratline  of  dispute  between  secretary  and  Mr.  Hardy,  Piotlteioe  1606, 1620 

Contributed  to  the  compile, ion  of  the  Feeders,  Protheroe  2079 Ev.denceas  to  suspen- 

sion of  works  edited  by ; difference  as  to  rate  of  remuneration ; memorial  of  Mr  Hardy  , 
his  claim  referred  to  a Committee,  Cooper  ,944-1964— Sum  paid  hrm  as  editor  of  the 
Close  Rolls,  the  Patent  Rolls,  the  Norman  Rolls,  &c.  8cc.  during  the  yeais  1833  1835. 

See  also  Committees.  Editors.  Norman  Rolls.  Oblata  Rolls.  Patent  Rolls.  Sub- 
Commissioner. 

Hardy,  Mr.  William.  Sum  paid  him  for  compilation  and  editorship  of  the  volume  of  the 
Calendar  of  certain  Records  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  App.  p.  769. 

Iiarleian  Catalogue.  Printed  by  the  late  Commission  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  1800,  Rep.  xx. 

Harleian  and  Cottonian  Catalogues.  Are  of  great  service  in  writing  county  histories, 

Baines  5462 Great  use  of  these  Catalogues,  Hallam  7594. 

See  also  Prefaces. 

Harrison,  Sir  G.  See  Cornwall.  ■ ' . 

Hastings, 
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Harp  tree,  West  (Somerset).  A Special  Commission  in  reference  to  this  place  discovered  by 
accident  last  year,  on  a removal,  after  having  been  sought  for  in  vain  five  years.  Rep.  xiv. 

Harrison,  Sir  George.  Committee  join  in  the  wish  of  Sir  George  Harrison,  in  his  letter  of 
26  January  1836,  for  the  centralization  of  the  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  Rep. 
xxvii. 

Hastings.  See  Battle  of  Hastings. 

Hatfield  House.  The  Commission  has  procured  a copy  of  the  catalogue  of  the  manuscripts 
and  state  papers  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  at  Hatfield  House,  Rep.  xxii. 

See  also  Cecil  Papers. 

Hatton  Library.  Mistake  in  naming  this  library  by  Mr.  Cole  in  his  catalogue.  Hunter 
33x8 Corrected  in  the  printed-off  copy,  Cole  3336. 

Heilbronn  and  Heilsbronn.  Explanations  relating  to  the  mention  in  Appendix  (A.),  Cooper 

3097 Mistake  in  a work  of  the  Record  Commission  as  to  libraries  of  these  places. 

Gamier  4094-4105. 

Henry’s  Great  Britain.  A complete  history  must  embrace  all  the  divisions  of  this  historian. 
Cooper  313X. 

Henry  the  Third,  King.  See  Itinerarium  Henrici  Tertii  Regis. 

Hertfordshire.  See  Clulterbuck,  Mr. 

Hewlett,  H.  W.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — A solicitor,  530 Twenty  years  engaged 

in  searching  for  Records,  532 Great  importance  to  the  public  that  ready  access  should 

be  obtained  to  Records,  536 Lie  at  present  dispersed  in  different  parts,  537 Not 

easy  of  access  in  their  present  deposits,  540 Advantage  of  topographical  as  well  as 

chronological  arrangement,  543-545 King’s  Bench  Records  of  the  highest  import- 
ance in  legal  inquiries,  547 Use  of  Docket  Rolls  in  searching  King’s  Bench  Records, 

548 Want  of  indexes  to  Judgment  Rolls  exemplified  in  a fishery  cause,  554 Illus- 
tration of  the  usefulness  of  the  Docket  Rolls  as  guides  to  the  Verdict  Rolls,  557 

Many  actions  tried  which  might  be  settled  by  former  decisions,  if  indexes  enabled  the 

search  to  be  made,  567 Want  of  knowledge  of  Records  has  caused  many  causes  to  be 

decided  unjustly,  568. 

Docket  Rolls  kept  in  the  grand  jury  room  in  Westminster  Hall,  a very  insecure 

place,  569- Verdict  Rolls  of  King’s  Bench  at  the  house  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 

570 Verdict  Rolls  of  Common  Pleas  in  a good  state,  579 Part  of  these  Rolls 

kept  at  Chapter  House,  part  at  Carlton  House  Riding  School,  583 Bad  state  of 

the  Common-  Pleas  Docket  Rolls,  596 Want  of  indexes,  604 Search  made  by 

witness  for  the  Duke  of  Portland,  6x5 Docket  index  not  made  to  facilitate 

searches,  but  by  the  party  docketing  the  judgment,  617 Verdict  Rolls  of  the  Exche- 
quer are  in  great  confusion,  625 Reigns  are  mixed,  627 There  is  an  Index  locorum 

of  the  deeds  enrolled  in  Chancery  from  the  reign  of  John  to  Edward  IV.  which  is  the 

only  valuable  index  that  could  be  made,  634,  636 Indexes  of  a subsequent  date  to 

places  considered  as  the  private  property  of  the  keeper  of  Records  in  Rolls  Chapel,  639. 

No  index  to  the  enrolled  deeds  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  but  what  is  contained 

in  the  Docket  Rolls,  647 All  witness’s  objections  apply  to  want  of  Calendars  locorum, 

655 Expense  of  searching  owing  to  fees,  difficulties  of  want  of  calendars  much 

aggravated  by  the  system  of  fees,  655-660,  668 Fees  at  the  Tower,  661 Docu- 

ments relating  to  the  breaking-up  of  monastic  property  are  of  most  importance;  all  these 

are  deposited  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  675-677 Fees  paid  at  Rolls  Chapel,  678 

Difficulties  which  would  arise  in  any  search  concerning  property  held  under  old  Crown 

grants,  688' Welsh  case  in  which  the  absence  of  an  Index  locorum  was  of  great 

detriment  to  the  cause,  69X Fees  paid  for  consulting  the  index  at  the  Rolls  Office, 

701-706 No  notes  or  extracts  whatever  allowed  to  be  taken  from  documents  at  the 

Rolls  Chapel  without  payment,  7x6-7  x 8 Great  indulgence  shown  to  literary  men,  72X 

Present  mode  of  charging  fees  a heavy  tax  on  the  administration  of  justice,  723 

Circumstances  under  which  extracts  are  allowed  to  be  made  from  Records  at  Rolls  Chapel 

without  copy  money  for  the  whole,  728 Parliament  insists  always  on  the  original 

documeixt  being  produced;  Record  officer  charges  a guinea  for  each  Record  taken  to 
either  House  of  Parliament,  738 And  the  expense  as  if  the  document  had  been  copied, 

742-  . . 

Possible  number  of  searches  which  might  be  necessary  under  certain  circumstances, 

755 Important  collection  of  documents  relating  to  poor  and  charities ; expense 

of  searching  the  index,  759,  763 Instance  of  witness  being  employed  as  to  some 

charity  lands  at  Paddington;  Indexes  not  searched  on  account  of  expense  of  fees, 

762 No  fees  have  been  reduced,  except  those  at  the  Augmentation  Office,  768 

State  of  Records  in  Augmentation  Office  during  Mr.  Caley’s  life  ; difficulty  of  reference; 

competency  of  Mr.  Gay  to  search  for  Records,  776—799 Arrangements  of  Mr.  Cole 

very  beneficial,  801 Difference  between  Mr.  Caley’s  and  Mr.  Cole’s  arrangement, 

802-806 Great  facilities  afforded  by  Mr.  Cole’s  management  as  to  saving  time  of 

searchers,  808 — Confusion  caused  by  dispersion  of  Records  at  the  fire,  8x0 Deci- 

dedly of  opinion  that  Mr.  Cole  introduced  a material  improvement  in  the  arrangement  of 

documents  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  8xx Great  use  of  Mr.  Gay  in  the  office,  814, 

819 But  not  calculated  to  superintend  the  methodical  arrangement  of  Records,  8x7-822 

State  of  the  accounts  of  the  land  revenue ; totally  inaccessible ; no  possibility  of 

getting  at  them,  824. 
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Historical  Documents.  Important  documents  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  V.  and  VI.,  including 
the  most  valuable  contemporary  chronicle,  are  still  unpublished  and  little  known  to  his- 
torians, Nicolas  3977 Much  historical  information  could  be  collected  from  the  Records 

by  the  public  if  free  access  was  given,  Pr other oe  1661. 

Historical  Inquiries,  Use  of  Record  Publications.  Detriment  to  inquirers  ft  on  the  state 
of  the  Records,  Rep.  xxviii.  Use  of  the  publications  of  the.  Record  Commission  in 
pointing  out  documents  to  historical  inquirers.  Madden  5507;  Bruce  5884;  Allen  7315, 

iojQ Extent  to  which  modern  historians  may  have  been  benefited  by  publications  ot 

the  Record  Commission,  Madden  5501 ; Ellis  554$ General  history  of  the  country 

has  been  written  with  greater  advantage  since  the  publication  of  the  Record  works, 

Ellis  5546 -Valuable  information  discovered  relative  to  the  reigns  of  King  John  and 

Richard  II.  from  the  publications  of  the  Commission,  Bruce  5885-5887 'Witness 

regards  as  publications  containing  the  largest  materials  for  constitutional  history  which 

the  country  has  produced,  Brayley  6353 A person  engaged  in  general  historical 

inquiries  would  obtain  a vast  mass  of  information  from  the  Records  in  the  Tower,  Baines 

54 General  course  of  historical  inquiry  has  been  materially  assisted  by  the  labours 

of  the  Commission,  Baines  544a Historical  literature  of  the  country  has  been  greatly 

improved  since  the  formation  of  the  present  Commission,  Madden  5469 Historical 

literature  has  been  influenced  by  the  works  published  by  the  Commission,  Madden  5470 

Works  generally  of  great  importance  to  the  historical  student,  Bruce  5894-; This 

country  should  be  behind  no  other  in  its  collection  of  documents  for  diffusing  such 

important  information  as  historical  knowledge,  Wetlierell  6038 History  of  the  Barons’ 

wars  with  King  John,  and  disputes  between  the  King  and  the  Pope,  have  been  greatly 

illustrated  by  works  of  Commission,  Bruce  5893 Reasons  why  present  histories  of  this 

country  are  not  such  as  should  satisfy,  Alien  7425 A most  material  advantage  has 

resulted  to  historical  literature  from  the  publication  of  the  Records,  Hunter  6279. 

Historical  science  on  the  Continent  has  been  benefited  by  the  labours  of  the  English 

Record  Commission,  Colqukoun  6325 The  course  of  historical  inquiry  in  general  has 

been  favourably  influenced  by  the  publications  of  the  Commission,  Taylor  6169;  Allen 

7409 Of  tlie  highest  importance  and  value  to  writers  of  history,  whether  general,  ■ 

local  or  particular,  Kempe  6187 No  one  can  possess  a deeply-grounded  knowledge  of 

the  legal  forms,  constitutions  and  customs  of  the  realm  who  has  not  had  recourse  to  the 

publications  of  the  Commission,  Kempe  6187 Witness  in  his  historical  searches  has 

found  the  publications  of  the  Commission  of  the  greatest  service  possible,  Hunter  6274 

-Publications  of  Commission  of  great  use  in  making  historical  inquiries,  Grimaldi 

6498 Works  give  opportunities  of  information  to  those  who  engage  in  historical 

inquiry  which  they  had  not  before,  Allen  7409- 

See  also  Archives. 

Historical  Works.  Dearth  of  demand  for  works  of  this  class;  sale  of  Mr.  Hallam’s  work  on 

Constitutional  History  did  little  more  than  pay  its  expenses,  Nicolas  3963 Taste  for 

historical  literature  not  low  in  this  country ; if  the  national  muniments  were  thrown  open, 
catalogues  made  and  fees  abolished,  there  would  be  plenty  of  demand  for  works  of  this 

nature,  Tytler  4267 Such  a plan  would  have  an  excellent  effect  upon  the  taste  of  the 

public,  Tytler  4269 Not  so  great  a demand  for  collections  of  documents  as  formerly, 

the  public  look  more  to  books  of  interest,  not  books  of  reference,  Rees  5337 Eager- 

ness of  the  public  for  original  documents  on  which  history  is  founded  is  considerably  less 

than  it  was  at  any  former  period,  Rees  5342-5344 Works  which  have  most  ready 

sale  are  more  popular  works,  Rees  5353. 

See  also  Bannatyne  Club.  Maitland  Club. 

History.  Nature  of  the  information  respecting  the  domestic  habits  and  expenses  of  our 
Kings  to  be  obtained  from  the  Mise  Rolls  of  John  and  Edward  II.,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  12, 
V • 730- 

History  of  Britain.  See  Britain,  History  of. 

Hodgson,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Had  occasion  to  search  in  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal Record  Offices  on  account  of  suits,  as  proprietor  of  tithes  and  of  land,  3360- 

Pound  requisite  facilities  for  searching  generally,  by  giving  unlimited  commission,  3361 

Only  office  where  any  practical  difficulty  was  found  was  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  3361— 

3363 Defects  in  the  index  to  the  Close  Rolls,  3363 Important  that  the  public 

should  have  more  ready  access  to  those  documents,  3371 Greatest  benefit  the  Com- 

mission could  confer  would  be  the  purchase  and  completion  of  the  calendars  to  docu- 
ments in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  3371 -On  searching  at  Tower,  informed  that  if  for  literary 

purposes,  the  fees  would  be  returned,  3376 Often  searched  at  Rolls  Chapel,  but  found 

no  disposition  to  give  up  fees,  3377. 

Witness  had  a copy  of  the  Parliamentary  Ecclesiastical  Survey  in  Oliver  Cromwell’s 
time,  for  which  fees  were  charged,  3378 Great  advantages  to  the  public  if  a larger  por- 

tion of  the  funds  of  the  Commission  were  devoted  to  arrangement  and  making  calendars, 

3384 Publication  of  the  present  Commission,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  extremely 

valuable,  3384 Even  for  literary  purposes  the  first  object  is  the  good  arrangement  and 

indexing  the  Records,  3385 If  copies  of  calendars  were  purchased  and  deposited  in  the 

British  Museum,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Originalia.it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  consulting 

them,  3385 If  there  were  copies  in  the  British  Museum,  great  portions  of  Records 

would  be  oublished  in  county  histories  and  by  provincial  antiquarian  societies,  338b. 

Hodson, 
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Hodson,  Mr.  Letter  from  him  relating  to  offer  of  120 1.  for  Mr.  Caley’s  private  indexes, 
Cooper  1026. 

Holbrooke,  Frederick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Was  formerly  a Sub-commissioner, 

1257 Correspondence  between  witness  and  Mr.  Cooper,  on  the  subject  of  his  being 

employed  by  the  Commissioners,  1266 Twenty-two  years  in  the  Commission  and  led 

by  Mr.  Cooper  to  expect  he  should  be  employed  by  the  present  Board,.  1277 Never 

made  any  application  to  the  Board,  considering  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  the  organ  of  the  Board, 
1280. 

Holbrooke,  Mr.  Reprint  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  letter  to  him,  dated  20  December  1833,  and 
referred  to  in  his  evidence,  App.  p.  914. 

Home  Secretary.  But  few  attendences  of,  at  Record  Board,  Rep.  xxxviii. 

House  of  Commons.  The  report  of  the  Clerk  of  Journals  mentions  schedules  referring  to  the 
documents  under  his  care.  Cooper,  p.  671. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office,  4. 

House  of  Lords.  Regulation  of  the  House,  that  if  yon  wish  to  establish  a fact  before  the 
House,  proof  must  be  given  of  search  having  been  made  by  the  proper  oSicer,  Nicolas 

3875 The  only  point  which  as  an  absolute  rule  requires  the  production  of  the  original 

document  in  the  custody  of  its  authorized  keeper,  Nicolas  3932. 

See  also  Production  of  Records. 

Houses  of  Parliament.  See  Augmentation  Office,  4. 

Household  Accounts.  See  Antiquarian  Society. 

Hughes,  C.  See  British  Museum. 

Hume,  Mr.  David.  Inaccuracies  in  his  work  to  be  partly  attributed  to  the  want  of  cata- 
logues in  the  collections  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  Tytler  4271. 

Hunter,  Rev.  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Appointed  a Sub-commissioner,  1833,  3165 

Evidence  as  to  salary,  3171-3174 Evidence  as  to  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  mistakes 

discovered  by  witness  ; expense  which  would  be  incurred  if  the  whole  work  were  corrected, 

3179,3183 Evidence  showing  that  documents  found  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  and 

supposed  to  be  a portion  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  are  not  belonging  to  that  work, 

3184,3185 'Arrangement  of  Records  cannot  be  carried  too  far,  3186 How  far 

Records  might  be  printed  without  waiting  for  the  final  arrangement  of  all,  3188-3190 

Examination  concerning  the  publication  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  3190-3197. 

(Second  Examination.) — Evidence  as  to  nature  of  witness’s  appointment;  regulation  of 

salary,  3198—3233 Explanations  of  former  evidence  concerning  Parliamentary  Writs, 

3234 Value  of  making  public  the  intention  of  the  Commission  to  publish  works,  of 

which  any  portion  may  be  in  private  collections,  3252 Witness’s  opinion  as  to 

arrangement  or  publication  preceding  each  other,  3252 Value  of  printing  as  compared 

with  transcription  for  perpetuation,  3254—3256 Employed  to  collate  Mr.  Devon  s 

edition  of  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  3258 Extent  of  inaccuracies  ; plan  of  index,  3262- 

3270 Witness  is  preparing  the  General  Report,  3275 Evidence  concerning  cata- 

logues made  by  Mr.  Cole ; nature  of  inaccuracies  ; witness  disapproved  of  the  chronolo- 
gical arrangement,  3281-3344 Witness’s  connexion  with  the  publication  of  the  Select 

Rolls,  3345 Evidence  denying  any  participation  in  striking  out  the  title.  Sub-commis- 
sioner, as  connected  with  M'-.'  Cole,  3345-335 1 Explanations  relating  to  former 

evidence  as  to  Mr.  Cole’s  work,  3354 Arrangement  of  catalogue,  3355~3358. 

(Third  Examination.)— Witness  considers  the  selection  of  documents  for  publication 
has  been  judicious  by  the  different  Record  Commissioners,  with  the  exception  of  Rymer’s 
Fcedera;  better  to  have  printed  something  that  was  not  printed  before,  rather  than  reprint 
Rymer,  6267-6269 Class  of  Records  which  now  engage  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sion are  those  which  lie  in  long  series,  6270 Objections  to  the  calendar  of  the  Inquisi- 

tiones  post  Mortem,  6270 A work  now  proceeding  to  supply  that  defect,  6272 

Witness  in  his  historical  searches  has  found  the  publications  of  the  Board  of  the  greatest 

service  possible,  6274 The  historical  part  of  topography,  in  its  most  extended  sense, 

rests  upon  the  National  Records,  6274-6276 Manner  in  which  former  topographers 

collected  their  data,  6277 -A  most  material  advantage  has  resulted  to  historical  litera- 
ture from  the  publication  of  the  Records,  6279 Witness’s  opinion  of  the  accuracy  of 

the  publications,  as  compared  with  similar  works  undertaken  by  private  individuals,  6282 

Prefaces  which  have  appeared  to  the  successive  publications  under  the  Commission 

highly  creditable  to  the  parties,  6285. 

Proposed  improvements  in  the  mode  of  indexing,  6286 Tables  of  errata  wanting  to 

many  of  the  works,  6287 Examination  as  to  Indexes,  6288-6294 Explanations  of 

the  extent  to  which  witness  interfered  in  editing  Mr.  Devon’s  work,  6297-6299 There 

has  been  no  reprint  of  Records,  except  a half  year’s  Patent  Roll,  which  is  in  the  Rotuli 
Selecti,  that  has  been  reprinted ; Mr.  Hardy  proposed  that  the  expense  should  be  borne 

by  himself,  6301 Witness  has  opposed  his  opinion  to  the  wish  of  a Commissioner  to 

reprint  a large  portion  of  matter,  because  it  had  been  printed  before,  6301 No  work 

that  is  now  in  progress  need  or  ought  to  be  suspended  in  the  expectation  that  any  thing 

will  be  found  that  ought  to  make  part  of  it,  6302 Contents  of  the  offices  are  generally 

well  ascertained,  6303 Catalogues  and  calendars  would  serve  in  many  cases  as  well  as 

the  publication  of  entire  documents,  6304 Great  extent  to  which  witness  thinks  the 

publication  of  Records  should  be  carried,  6305,  6306 A sound  discretion  was  exercised 

in  suspending  the  publication  of  the  new  edition  of  Rymer,  6307. 

0 33.  g 2 Witness 
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Hunter,  Rev.  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Witness  has  found  the  Commission  desirous  and  anxious  to  do  every  thing  which 
is  required  from  them  in  the  terms  of  their  commission,  and  to  do  it  in  the  best  manner, 

6008- Witness  always  found  the  secretary  easily  accessible  and  prompt  in  his  attention 

to  business;  no  inconvenience,  except  having  oecasionallyto  apply  to  him  in  court,  6309 
The  work  of  Mr.  Cooper  on  Records  is  a manual  of  Record  literature,  a very  valu- 
able and  useful  work,  but  being  the  contribution  of  various  persons  necessarily  contains 

various  opinions,  and  some  things  which  might  as  well  be  omitted,  6310 -Nothing 

like  an  author’s  composition  in  the  work,  6311 Fam  ilies  experienced  by  witness 

preparing  an  analysis  of  the  Parliamentary  Surveys  in  the  library  of  the  Aichbishop  of 
Canterbury,  6313 

(Fourth  Examination.)— Examination  concerning  alleged  inaccuracies  in  the  tinted 

conv  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti,  7946 Evidence  concerning  witness’s  interviews  with  Mr. 

Stevenson  on  the  subject  of  estimate  for  indexes  ior  Records  at  the  Tower,  8164-8175 

Alteration  in  a letter;  permission  to  withdraw,  and  substitute  a quotation,  8175 

Mr.  Stevenson’s  explanation  as  to  interview  with  Mr.  Hunter  on  the  subject  of  Tower 
indexes,  8177-8812. 

Hunter  Rev.  J.  Returns  to  Commissioners  from  Record  Offices  deposited  with  him,  who 
made  a report  thereon;  proceeding  with  the  arrangement.  Cooper  1097,  1106— —Ap- 
pointed Sub-commissioner  by  the  present  Board,  Cooper  21 Capacity  in  which  that 

gentleman  had  been  employed,  Cooper  31 Opinion  as  to  increase  ot  Mr.  Hunters 

salary  by  authority  of  the  secretary,  Protheroe  1601 His  letter  to  the  secretary  on  the 

subject  of  Records,  Cooper  2837 Remuneration  received  by  him.  Cooper  2856-— 

Works  in  which  he  has  been  employed.  Cooper  2906 Sums  paid  him  on  account  ot  his 

salary,  App.  p.  770 Sums  paid  him  as  editor  of  the  Pipe  Rolls,  the  Fine  Rolls  and 

various  works  during  1833-1835,  App.p.  770. 

See  also  Chancery  Rolls.  Rotuli  Selecti. 


Illingworth,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Fifty  years  a solicitor  ^employed  in 

the  Record  line  35  or  40  years,  827 Sub-commissioner  under  the  old  Board  for  20 

years,  829 Duties  as  Sub-commissioner,  830 Not  employed  by  the  present 

Board,  833 Though  offered  and  accepted  verbally  as  Sub-commissioner,  834,  858 

Extent  to  which  Mr.  Cooper  made  unacknowledged  use  of  witness  in  his  work  on 

Records,  836-844,  851,  859 — -Proposal  of  witness  for  building  a Record  Office,  Sec., 

upon  the  Rolls  estate,  845 Witness  employed  to  inquire  into  Mr.  Bailey  s bills 

charged  to  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  853 Lord  Brougham’s  desire  to  sweep  away 

impediments  to,  and  abuses  in,  the  Commission,  856,  860 Neither  former  nor  present 

Commission  purchased  the  private  calendars  and  indexes,  though  recommended  by 

Committees,  862 Opinion  of  witness  that  the  old  and  present  Commission  left  too 

much  to  the  secretary,  868,  869. 

Of  great  importance  to  suitors  to  keep  Records  in  order,  and  make  them  accessible, 

871,  872 Bad  plan  to  allow  clerks  to  make  private  indexes  and  transcribe  office  copies, 

873 Convenient  that  all  Records  should  be  kept  in  one  building;  could  not  be  effected 

without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  878,  879 Bad  practice  of  allowing  Records  to  be 

removed  from  the  office;  officers  remove  them  for  their  own  purposes,  883-891 

Disgraceful  manner  in  which  the  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem  were  formerly  kept,  and 

other  Records,  892-897 Evidence  concerning  indexes  to  charters,  patent  and  close 

Rolls,  900-902 Heaviness  of  fees,  nothing  done  to  lessen  them,  903-906 Bad 

practice  of  not  allowing  extracts  to  be  made  from  Records,  908 Liberality  of  Mr. 

Kipling  to  literary  gentlemen  at  the  Rolls  Office,  912 Evil  of  allowing  Record  keepers 

to  act  as  agents  to  antiquaries,  913 Fees  at  Augmentation  Office  charged  ad  libitum, 

q!8 Correctness  of  Mr.  Hewlett’s  description  as  to  Records  being  sent  from  office  to 

Mr.  Caley’s  house,  920 Evidence  concerning  Mr.  Kipling’s  private  indexes,  926. 

In  the  Common  Fleas,  formerly,  there  were  persons  who  could  neither  read  Latin  nor 

the  characters  in  which  Records  were  written,  who  had  the  care  of  them,  925-932 

Evil  consequences  of  the  careless  removal  of  Records,  933,  938 Search  of  witness 

and  evidence  discovered  among  unsorted  Records,  941 Evidence  concerning  damp  at 

Somerset  House  cellars,  947 Mr.  Caley  allowed  no  person  to  search  his  indexes,  951 

Evidence  as  to  destruction  of  seals,  953 Great  want  of  indexes  rerumjaxffi  locorum, 

961 Sir  John  Leach’s  opinion  as  to  the  proper  number  of  Record  Commissioners,  967 

State  of  Land  Revenue  Records ; disarrangement  of  these  Records,  968 Mr. 

Caley’s  arrangement  of  Records  was  topographical,  979 Character  of  Mr.  Gay ; 

excellent  workman,  not  fit  to  methodize,  981-985,  987 Errors  committed  by  Mr. 

Caley  in  binding  books,  987- -List  of  members  of  former  Commission  not  alluded  to 

by  witness  as  persons  unacquainted  with  Records,  988-991. 


Illingworth,  Mr.  Observations  on  Mr.  Illingworth’s  Report  on  the  state  of  indexes  and 

calendars,  Cooper  321 Injustice  of  Mr.  Illingworth's  pamphlet  in  its  reflections  on 

the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower,  published  by  Record  Commission ; no  notice  of  which 

-was  given  to  the  officers  at  the  Tower ; Hardy  3564-3569 Observations  made  by  him 

as  to  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  Records  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Board,  Jpp.  p.  858,  859. 


Imperfection  of  former  publications  from  want  of  arrangement  of  offices.  See  P ublications,  5. 

® Inaccuracies . 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Commission:  1836.] 


IN  A 


IND 


53 


Inaccuracies.  See  Calendars.  Catalogues.  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem.  Publications  1. 
Rotuli  Selecti. 

Income  and  Expenditure.  See  Finance.  Receipt  and  Expenditure. 

Inconvenience  of  places  for  depositing  Records.  See  Rolls  Chapel,  2. 

Indexes: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Chronological  and  Topographical. 

3.  Private. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Objects  of  the  different  Commissioners  to  provide  for  making  and  printing  indexes. 

Rep.  v. Many  actions  tried  which  might  be  settled  by  former  decisions,  if  indexes 

enabled  searches  to  be  made,  Hewlett  567 Witness’s  objections  apply  to  want  of 

calendars  locorum,  Hewlett  655 ; Illingworth  961 Welsh  case  which  suffered  from 

want  of  an  index  locorum,  Hewlett  691 Want  of  indexes,  Hewlett  604  ; Illingworth 

961 Good  indexes  and  calendars  are  the  grand  desiderata  in  referring  to  Records, 

Hewlett  545 State  of  indexes  and  calendars.  Cooper  1841 Mr.  Hewlett’s  evidence 

as  to  indexes  applies  to  a state  of  things  which  has  ceased  to  exist ; his  plan  could  not 

be  effected  without  injury  to  Records,  Cooper  p.  214,  Ev.  2459 Searchers  have  a 

right  to  complain  of  the  want  of  personal  access  to  indexes,  heavy  charges  for  searches, 
and  expenses  of  transcripts,  Parkes  4376. 

Useful  if  the  Record  Commission,  instead  of  publishing  many  of  their  works,  had 

printed  the  indexes  of  the  several  offices,  Parkes  4383 -Witness  employed  from  1833 

t0  1 835  in  preparing  calendars  and  indexes  and  superintending  printing.  Cole  4420— — 
There  should  be  perfect  indexes  to  the  Records,  and  an  analysis  of  their  contents,  Johnston 

5967 Commission  ought  to  have  indexes  made,  but  should  go  on  printing  such 

Records  as  are  generally  known  to  be  of  public  importance,  Johnston  5970,  5975-5977 

If  both  processes,  indexing  and  printing,  cannot  go  on  at  the  same  time,  the  indexes 
and  analysis  should  be  first  published,  Johnston  5978 But  neither  should  be  discon- 

tinued, Johnston  5979,  5980. 

Compilation  of  calendars  and  indexes  to  the  Records  of  the  several  depositories  would 

be  very  useful  publications,  Wetherell  6002 Catalogues  and  indexes  should  be  formed 

to  Records  of  such  offices  as  are  without,  Wetherell  6052 Witness  would  rather  the 

money  voted  by  Parliament  was  used  in  making  calendars  and  indexes  before  printing, 

Grimaldi  6515,  6516 Primary  object  of  Commission  should  be  calendars  and  indexes, 

Vice-Chancellor  6667 Of  the  utmost  importance  that  catalogues  and  indexes  should 

be  undertaken  by  the  Commission,  Merivale  5775 Proposed  improvement  in  the 

mode  of  indexing  Records,  Hunter  6286 Examination  as  to  compilation  of  indexes  to 

works  of  the  Record  Commission,  Hunter  6288-6294 Want  of  indexes  and  catalogues 

a great  impediment  to  inquirers,  Phillips  7486. 

2.  Chronological  and  Topographical. 

Advantages  of  topographical  as-  well  as  chronological  arrangement,  Hewlett  543,  545 
Difficulty  of.  Cooper,  p.  214 Destruction  of  a Lord  Treasurer’s  account  in  attempt- 
ing to  effect  this  arrangement,  Cooper  2438-2489 Evidence  as  to  Mr.  Gay’s  assortment 

in  counties,  Cooper  2564 System  adopted  by  witness  in  arranging  Records  of  Augmen- 
tation Office,  Cole  4696 This  arrangement  supplies  the  place  of  a calendar.  Cole  4697 

Evidence  concerning  catalogues  made  by  Mr,  Cole ; nature  of  inaccuracies  ; witness 

disapproves  of  the  chronological  arrangement,  Hunter  3281-3344 Reasons  for  witness’s 

approval  of  chronological  arrangement ; evidence  explanatory  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  remarks. 
Cole  4615,  4616. 

3.  Private. 

The  private  calendars  of  Mr.  Kipling  valuable ; attempts  made  by  Commissioners  to 

purchase  them.  Cooper  333,  356,  369 Value  of  Mr.  Kipling’s  private  indexes.  Cooper 

333 They  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Kipling  of  his  predecessor,  Cooper  334 Letter 

from  Sir  J.  Leach  relative  to  purchase  of  Mr.  Kipling’s  index,  Cooper  1026 Evidence 

concerning,  Illingworth  926 Bad  plan  to  allow  clerks  in  pay  of  Government  to  make 

private  indexes  and  transcribe  office  copies,  Illingworth  873 Neither  former  nor  pre- 

sent Commissions  purchased  the  private  calendars  and  indexes,  though  recommended  by 

Committees,  Illingworth  862 -Indexes  to  places  of  a subsequent  date  to  Edw.  IV. 

considered  as  private  property,  Hewlett  639 Evidence  concerning  Mr.  Caley’s  right  to 

his  private  indexes,  Cooper  1281 Attempts  of  witness  to  procure  Mr.  Caley’s  private 

index  ; his  valuation  of  them.  Cole  4677-4679 One  index  sold,  which,  without  doubt, 

was  public  property,  Cole  4679,  4834 Evidence  concerning  private  indexes  in 

Rolls  Chapel,  Augmentation  Office  and  Crown  Office,  Cooper  1027 Fees  charged 

for  searching  private  indexes  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Grimaldi  6566 Much  time  lost 

by  deficiencies  of  indexes ; a great  evil  the  indexes  being  private  property,  Alderson  7689 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Private  indexes  belonging  to  Mr.  Caley  were  sold  by  public  auction,  App.  p.  867 — — 

.There  are  private  indexes  attached  to  several  of  the  Record  Offices,  App.  p.  866. 

0-9S-  e 3 
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Tkdfxes— 4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee— continued.  ^ 

Le^te^10m  s/of  th  e iirivat^in^ex  e°s^ aUh  eRolls  Ch  apel  . ^72 . 

rrn%llkeCZtlieeeof  Arms.  Common  Pleas.  Cornwall,  Duchy  of,  5.  Courts  of 
Close  Rolls.  CotUg  ) * h uss  Doomsi„y  Book.  Edinburgh  Reg. xtry 

nZ', \ Rolls.  Extract,,  Bonatium.  Exchequer.  Fine  Rolls 1.  Rest 

Office,  3.  g j and  State  papers . French  Rolls.  Gascon  Rolls.  Inqui- 

tlZTes  Jst  Jsiorteii  Judgment  Rolls.  King’s  Bench,  2.  Kipling,  Mr.  Lancaster, 
nZchZof  3 Liberate  Rolls.  Lincoln’s  Inn.  Loi-d  Treasurer  s Remembrancer,  4. 
Vuc/iy  oj,  a Bulls.  Pardon  Rolls.  Patent  Rolls,  2,  Pell  Office,  2. 

ISorman  Ro  . p • ^ Ms>  p?,-^  Seaj^  Re  Fhsseisin  Rolls. 

fowSpd  5E  Romul  Rol.  Royal  Letters  and  State  Papers  Scotch  Homage 
Rolls.  sSl,  Registers  of.  Signet  Bills.  Stephen,  Roll  of.  Subs.dy  Rolls. 
Tower,  3r  Vascon  Rolls.  Welsh  Rolls. 

r 7 r air, -nrl  Palendars  insufficient ; a great  defect  is  the  want  of  proper  calendars, 

Inirrooes  Fleming  8243 Records  to  which  calendars  have  been  made,  Graces 

S ^l-i&eat  object® of  the  Commission  to  snpply  the  defect,  Graces  5114— Calen- 
dar made  to  erants  under  Act  of  Settlement  printed  bv  Commissioners  Graces  5113— - 

Indexes  in  rffe  Rolls  Office  private,  Fleming  8044 No  species  of  index  to  the  Rolls 

Chancery  before  the  time  of  Cromwell,  Fleming  8250. 

India  Anxiety  of  witness  that  all  natives  of  India  should  be  admitted  to  the  rights  and 

nSiletes  of  Enghshmeu,  Johnston  5935 Opinion  of  witness  as  to  necessity  of 

publishing  the  documents  relating  to  the  landed  tenures  in  India  which  give  a deal 
?nsight  ffito  the  rights  of  property  that  existed  In  the  country  800  or  900  years  ago 

Johnston  5063 Witness  ilways  considered  the  administration  of  justice  could  not  be 

complete  without  an  appellate  jurisdiction,  Johnston  5960. 

See  also  Appellate  Jurisdiction.  Colonies. 

Injury  sustained  in  Removal.  See  Records,  4.  - 

Inq, mitimrn  Nonarum.  Those  that  had  been  arranged  were  again  thro™  into  confusion 
by  the  removal  to  the  temporary  building  in  Westminster  Hall,  Rep.  xm. 

Inrolment  Office.  Nature  of  documents  relating  to  the  Court. of  Chancery  which  are  kept  in 
this  office,  Spence  5805. 

lnquisitiones  post  Mortem.  Period  the  repairing  and  /^Tbld^ 

llev  x -Inconveniences  arising  from  the  neglected  and  bad  state  of  tnem  m me 

Tower  Rev  ix Imperfect  Calendars  to,  formed  by  the  late  Commission,  Rep.xx. 

Disgraceful  manner  in  which  they  were  formerly  kept,  Illingworth  892  Have 

always  bfen  anatSed  chronologically,  and  are  bound,  Cooper ; 1027— Value  of  this  work 
from  the  assistance  it  affords  in  tracing  the  descent  of  families  m Jhetaory  rfe, nte, 

Roteler  61  °c Evidence  respecting  binding  Records  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Role  4737 

—Evidence  explanatory  of  the  mode  in  which  Records  bound  in  volumes  are  removed 

for  copying  and  replaced  without  injury,  Palmer  6252 Are  to  be  found  in  the  Towel  , 

Exchequer,  Rolls  Chapel  and  Chapter  House,  Col, ; 4762— J 
catalogue  • steps  taken  by  Commissioners  to  remedy  the  defect.  Corner  181—  Lxpense 
of  making  a cSendar  to  these  Records,  1,650 1,  Hardy  3619— W.  ness  s opinion  as  to 
expediency  of  publishing  the  Calendars  of  the  Heirs  from  the  lnquisitiones  post  Mortem, 
SSe  ” M89— Objections  to  the  calendar  of  this  work;  a work  now  proceeding  to 
supply  til  ^defect.  Filter.  6270-6272 ; Belt z 6699,  6700 , Wrt. 

in  the  calendars  published  by  former  Commission,  Hardy  6997,  7008,  Robeits  7011, 
Phillips  7492;  Danvers  7^-79* 

See  also  Cardinal’s  Bundles.  ' 

InqmsUionem  ad  Capellum  Domini  Regis  relornatarum  Abbreviate.  First 
4as  engaged  on,  was  the  Returns  of  Services,  which  was  abridged  and  printed,  Thomson 
38.12  *-3814* 

Inventories.  See  Treasury  Ancient  Calendars  and  Inventories. 

Ireland.  List  of  works  published  by  the  Irish  Record- Commission,  App.  Qio -Present 

state  of  the  works  undertaken  to  be  published,  App.  p.  910,911- — Comparative  view 

of  fees  in  some  of  the  Record  Offices  in  Dublin,  App.  p.  911 Fees  for  re-attestation 

in  some  of  the  Record  Offices  in  Dublin,  App.  p.  911*  „r  • n r>  „ 

See  also  Acts  of  Parliament.  Act  of  Settlement.  Courts  of  Justice.  Crown  Property. 

Custom  House.  Dublin  Castle.  Ecclesiastical  Records.  Fees.  Kings  Inn.  Indexes. 

Liber  Hibernia.  Records.  Registry  of  Deeds.  Woods  and  Forests. 

Irish  Manuscripts.  Copies  of  those  discovered  at  various  monasteries  abroad, 
silence  all  objections  against  the  high  pretensions  of  the  Irish  nation  to  a suPf,10“ty,1“ 

literature  in  the  7II1  to  10th  centuries,  Cooper  2199 Memorial  presented  to  tl 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  by  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  Cooper  8151. 
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Irish  Monks.  Collection  of  fac-similes  of  theii’  writing ; reasons  for  introducing  them  in 
Appendix  (A.)  as  a material  for  history.  Cooper  3113-3120. 

Irish  Records.  Unsatisfactory  state  of ; minute  inquiry  not  gone  into,  Rep.  xxxvi. 

Italy.  Catalogues  of  transcripts  of  documents  relating  to  England,  Jpp.p.  884. 

itinerarium  Henrici  Tertii  Regis.  Sum  expended  in  preparing  this  work  for  publication, 
App.p.  778. 

J. 

Jobbing  as  to  Publications.  See  Publications,  1 . 

Johnston,  Right  Id  on . Sir  A.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Chief  Justice  and  President  of 

His  Majesty’s  Council  in  Ceylon,  5934 Anxiety  of  witness  in  1808  that  all  natives 

of  India,  should  be  admitted  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englishmen,  5935 Return 

to  England  for  the  purpose  of  searching  Records  on  that  subject;  difficulty  of  getting  at 

them ; expense  of  copying,  in  consequence  of  never  having  been  printed,  5935 Papers 

since  been  published  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  5940 Most  important  that  documents  of 

this  nature  should  be  published  by  Government,  for  the  advantage  of  Government  and 

the  people  of  the  country,  5940 Member  of  the  Privy  Council  since  the  establishment 

of  the  Judicial  Committee;  one  of  the  judges  summoned  to  attend  appeals  from  East 

Indies,  5959 Witness  always  considered  that  the  administration  of  justice  could  not 

be  complete  without  an  appellate  jurisdiction  ; always  wished  to  see  one  established  ; with 
that  view  has  made  himself  master  of  the  Privy  Council  proceedings,  5960 Publica- 

tion of  history  and  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council  should  take  place  without  delay  ; 
important  to  the  colonies  that  such  information  should  be  brought  within  their  reach, 
5960. 

Course  of  witness’s  legal  inquiries,  which  has  led  him  to  attend  to  the  importance 

of  publications  of  Records  of  this  and  other  countries,  5961 Opinion  of  witness  as  to  the 

necessity  of  publishing  the  documents  relating  to  the  landed  tenures  in  India,  which  give 
a clear  insight  into  the  rights  of  property  that  existed  in  the  country  800  or  goo  years 

ago,  5963 Every  document  of  that  sort  ought  to  be  published,  as  a duty  owed  by 

Government  to  the  country,  5963 At  present  the  necessity  of  such  publication  greater 

than  ever,  5964 There  should  be  perfect  indexes  to  the  Records,  and  an  analysis  of 

their  contents,  5967 — : — Commission  ought  to  have  indexes  made ; but  should  go  on 
printing  such  works  as  are  generally  known  to  be  of  public  importance,  5970,  5975~5977 

Value  of  a new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  of  the  Coutume  de  la  Normandie,  5970 

— —of  Glanville,  5970 Errors  in  the  original  edition  of  Rymer,  some  of  which  have 

been  corrected,  5972 Materials  which  exist  in  the  libraries  of  Gottingen  and  Leipsic, 

5972 If  both  processes  of  printing  and  indexing  cannot  go  on  at  the  same  time, 

certainly  publish  the  index  and  analysis  first,  5978 But  neither  should  be  discontinued, 

5979.  59§0- 

Judges.  They  might  consider  the  interference  of  the  Board  meddling  and  impertinent, 

with  reference  to  Records  daily  resorted  to.  Rep.  viii. They  should  have  power  of 

inspection.  Rep.  xli. Are  legal  keepers  of  Records  in  their  own  courts,  Allen  7376 

Are  frequent  attenders  at  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  Allen  7379- 

See  also  Custody  of  Records. 

Judgment  Rolls.  Want  of  index  to  Judgment  Rolls  in  the  King’s  Bench  exemplified  in  a 
fishery  cause,  Hewlett  554. 

Junius.  Reason  for  reference  to  his  works  in  the  Appendix  (A.)  on  materials  for  British 
History,  Cooper  3093. 

Juries.  Records  containing  decisions  of  Juries,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  called 
Judgment  or  Verdict  Rolls,  are  kept  at  the  Rolls  House,  Hewlett  546. 

K. 

Keepers  of  Records.  Keepers  of  smaller  offices  for  modern  Records  have,  at  their  option, 

either  furnished  of  not,  returns  to  the  Commissioners,  Rep.  viii Impediments  that 

keepers  have  the  power  of  throwing  in  the  way  of  the  Commission,  Rep.  xxv 

Commissioners  have  no  effective  power  to  interfere  in  Record  Offices  against  the  keepers 

of  the  different  Record  Offices,  Cooper  387 Proper  course  to  be  pursued  if  Record 

keepers  refused  to  allow  copies  for  the  Commission,  Protheroe  1308 Not  aware  that 

obstacles  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Commission ; wrong  plan  pursued  by  secretary, 

Protheroe  1307-1309 Should  not  be  allowed  to  be  agents,  Illingworth  913  ; Nicolas 

3873-3883;  Dunsany,  Lord,  8x07;  Fleming  8248 Obstacles  which  witness  has 

experienced  from  keepers  acting  as  agents,  Fleming  8248 Series  of  questions  addressed 

to  the  keepers  of  repositories  of  public  Records,  relative  to  the  contents  of  such  repo- 
sitories, the  state  of  the  buildings,  arrangement  and  condition  of  Records,  calendars  and 
indexes  thereto,  8cc.,  App.  p.  859,  860.  885. 

See  also  Agents.  Custody  of  Records.  Pal  grave.  Sir  F.  Petrie,  Mr.  Rolls. 

Kempe,  Alfred  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Author  of  several  works  connected 
with  antiquities;  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  6184 List  of  Record  publica- 
tions which  witness  has  had  occasion  to  consult,  6186 -Are  of  the  highest  importance 

and  value  to  writers  of  history,  whether  general, local  or  particular, 61 87 In  genealogical 

g 4 searches 
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remit,  Alfred  Jo/m.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

r.empc,  j \ cPrvice  6187 No  one  can  possess  a deeply 

searches  some  of  *em  must  be  c„nstitution7and  customs  of  tile  realm,  who  has 

grounded  knowledge  of  the  leg m ^ shaM  of  fte  pubi;c  money  cannot  be  better 

not  had  recourse  to  th ern,  6 it 8;  deri  ncoeasible  the  ancient  documents  of  the 

expended  than  in  ^reser  by  the  Commission  are  by  no  means  such  as  could 

countiy,  618  i indemnified  the  bookselling  trade  for  their  expenses,  6190 — — 

Withcnrt’the  LSmagemeut  of  Government  and  ard  of  the  public  purse,  the  work  could 

not  have  bear i unde Records  is  most  important  to  literary  undertakings ; 

General  access  witness  as  to  seeing  a document  relating  to  the  collegiate 

difficulty  at  .he  Chapter  Hl„se,  6, 9r— Par- 

church  “d  of  Miiitary  Summons,  edited  by  Sir  F.Palgrave,  are  of 

r'r  aiiSty  6.M— ^ Introduction  to  Doomsday  Book,  by  Sir  H.  Ellis  a most 
h moducUon  6103-— Much  valuable  historical  matter  might  be  added  to  the 
useful  producuon^  0 93  ai  a by  witness  among  the  Loseley  Papers,  one 

Fmdera,  fit®— ^ James  v|  _ a Foclamation  „f  the  Regent  Murray 

S£  dtmuments’in^Rymer,  a ^ 

of  the  old  edition,  6198. 

Ker  Mr.  H.  B.  better  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  3 June  1836,  respecting  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Record  Board,  App.  p.  868. 

King’s  Bench: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Indexes. 

3.  Payers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

T338"~“^rmngment  of  Records  convenient ; access  easy  ; with 

making  searches;  fees  not  unreasonable,  Leake  6125  6137,  6 39 

any  difficulty ; great  facility  afforded  by  the  officer  of  the  court,  Leake  6142. 

2.  Indexes.  . „ QR 

Uselessness  of  indexes  to  the  older  Records  of  the  King’s  Bench,  Cooper  17°° 

Have  no  index  ; must  be  searched  by  means  of  the. Docket  Rolls,  Grimaldi  659  -6595. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Period  when  they  were  removed  to  the  Rolls  Chapel,  App.  p.  862. 

See  also  Court*  of  Law.  Docket  Rolh.  Judgment  So  Ik.  Verdict  Rolls. 

King’s  Inn,  Ireland.  Records  relating  to  ecclesiastical  affairs  and  the  registry  of  deeds  are 
deposited  at  the  King’s  Inn,  Groves  5110. 

King’s  Mews.  A place  of  deposit  for  the  Records  of  the  land 

1808 Exchequer  Records  also  deposited  in  this  building,  Cooper  1 811  ■ Recom 

mendation  that  the  Records  deposited  there  should  be  removed,  Jpp.p.  861. 

See  also  Exchequer  Records.  First  Fruits.  Land  Revenue.  Orders  of  Unfit. 
Records,  4.  Westminster  Hall. 

Kim’s  Printer.  Former  mode  of  arranging  payments  on  account  of  the  Commission  through 

tins  medium,  Cooper  2287 Money  borrowed  from  the  King  s printer,  Eep.xxxn.  Cooper 

233q Amount  of  money  received  by  the  King’s  printer  on  account  of  the  Record 

Commission,  1800-1830;  1 13.000  Z,  Macdonald  6402 Expenses  of  printing  and  papei 

of  various  publications,  Macdonald  6403-6422 Evidence  as  to  expense  of  corrections,. 

Macdonald  6424-6452 Explanations  as  to  payments,  Macdonald 

Tenders  are  obtained  by  the  present  Commission  from  several  printers,  a committee 
appointed;  they  found  the  King’s  printer’s  charge  was  lower  than  any  they  could  obtain 

elsewhere,  Macdonald  6470-6473 Course  of  examination  pursued  as  to  accounts, 

Macdonald  6477 Prices  the  same  as  before  Stationery  Office  examined  accounts, 

Macdonald  6493.  . , 

Printing  for  Commission  more  compact  than  formerly,  consequently  less  expew 

sive,  Macdonald  6481 Statement  handed  in  of  account  of  corrections  m tne 

various  works  printed  by  the  King’s  printer  for  the  Record  Commission,  Macdonald 
7170-7172 Explanations  relative  to  debt  of  Record  Commission,  Cooper  Mi 4-  1 
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King’s  Printers — continued. 

Evidence  ready  concerning  King’s  printer’s  charges ; present  charges  approved  of  by 

Commission,  and  lower  than  printers’  in  general,  Cooper  8150 Result  of  inquiry  as  to 

expediency  of  printing  with  the  king’s  printer,  Cooper  7710—77x3. 

Amount  paid  them  for  certain  works  done  previously  to  the  issuing  the  present  Com- 
mission, App.p.j 66. Sums  of  money  advanced  by  them  ; the  amount  of  each  loan; 

the  date  when  made,  and  the  words  of  the  order  upon  which  such  loan  was  made,  and 
the  interest  charged^  there  upon  since  March  1831.  App.  p.  818. 

See  also  Accounts.  Stationery  Office. 

King’s  Printers  in  Scotland.  Bills  paid  to  the  King’s  printers  in  Scotland,  1826-1828,  App. 
p.  750. 

King’s  Remembrancer  .- 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Arrangement. 

3.  Fees 

4.  Removal. 

5.  State  of  Records. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Evils  of  the  confusion  in  respect  to  custody  which  prevails  in  this  office ; 33  persons 
have  access  to  the  Records  whenever  they  please.  Rep.  xxvi. Offices  which  fell  into  wit- 
ness’s hands  on  the  passing  of  the  Act  regulating  the  Exchequer,  Vincent  1673 Evidence 

concerning  the  publication  of  a pamphlet  by  Mr.  Cole  on  the  subject  of  the  transference 
of  the  Records  to  King’s  Remembrancer,  Protheroe  2104-2108 The  present  Commis- 
sion has  exercised  its  duty  as  to  this  deposit  for  Records,  Cooper  251 Mr.  Vincent 

may  now  be  considered  as  keeper  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  Cooper  410 Explanation 

of  correspondence.  Cooper  521 Disputes  between  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Vincent,  Cole 

4597 — 1 — Explanation  as  to  measures  taken  by  Commissioners,  Cooper  527,  1151-1163, 

1 167,  1208 Custody  of  the  Records  ; orders  made  by  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  with 

regard  to  these  Records,  Cole  4440 Statement  respecting  documents  discovered  in  the 

King’s  Remembrancer  Office  since  the  publication  of  the  several  works  in  which  they 

should  have  been  inserted,  Cole  7911 Paper  intituled  “ Charge  of  that  kind  of 

Imperfection  which  is  to  be  remedied  by  more  extended  search  in  the  various  Offices 
against  the  Publications'of  the  Board,  examined,”  Cooper  6108. 

2.  Arrangement. 

Not  witness’s  duty  as  keeper  to  undertake  the  work  of  arranging  Records,  Vincent 

1707, 1708 Witness  neyer  threw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  Commissioners  arranging 

Records;  always  considered  it  the  business  of  the  Commissioners,  Vincent  1710,  1711 

The  long  series  of  Records  are  arranged ; much  attention  has  been  paid  by  the 

Commission  to  the  arrangement  of  the  miscellaneous  Records  of  this  office.  Cooper  p.  672 

Records  do  not  admit  of  a chronological  arrangement ; there  should  be  no  attempt 

to  arrange  such  manuscripts  as  the  Red  Book,  Book  of  Statutes,  or  Chartularies  in  a 
chronological  order,  Hunter  3291-3344. 

3.  Fees. 

Table  of  fees  demanded  by  the  first  and  second  secondaries,  and  the  sworn  and  side 

clerks,  for  searches,  Cooper  216 No  alteration  made  in  the  fees,  Cooper  1232 

Number  of  persons  who  have  legal  access  to  the  Exchequer  Records,  Vincent  1721. 

4.  Removal. 

Evil  consequences  to  Records  from  careless  removal  to  Westminster  Hall,  thence  to 

King’s  Mews,  Illingworth  933;  Cooper  1202;  Cole  4429 Thefts  which  took  place  in 

rernoval,  Cooper  1225  ; Cole  4452. 

5.  State  of  Records. 

Disgraceful  state  of  Records,  Cooper  1222;  Cole  4429 State  of  Records,  Cooper 

1188;  Cole  4429 Good  state  of  a large  portion  of  the  Records  of  this  office,  Vincent 

1715 Clerks  employed  in  arranging,  Vincent  1725. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Expenses  of  sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Records  at  this 
office,  App.  p.  771 State  of  those  belonging  to  this  office  when  removed  from  West- 
minster Hall,  App.  p.  862 Steps  taken  by  the  Board  to  preserve  them,  and  progress 

made  therein,  App.  p.  865 Letter  from  Mr.  Vincent  to  the  secretary  of  the  Record 

Commission,  dated  29th  April  1834,  respecting  some  Records  supposed  to  have  been 

stolen  therefrom,  App  p.  886 Report  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Adlington,  dated  29th 

April  1834,  011  the  same  subject,  App.  p.  886. 

See  also  Adlington,  Mr.  Augmentation  Office.  Cole,  Mr.  Miscellaneous  Records.  1. 
Records,  Removal  of.  Selection  of  Records.  Vanderzee,  Mr.  Vincent,  Mr.  Westminster 
Hall. 

0.33.  h Kipling , 
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Kipling,  Mr.  Liberality  of  Mr  Eplieg  to  Mk'chapfl, 

sera  de Jed  tor,,  Arr.  866,  867. 

See  also  Indexes,  3.  . 

tt  i , , tn  „nhlisli  on  liis  own  risk,  documents  relative  to  the  sup- 

Z;Sonof  i*  H»*  *•  »***  ■*«“  fcrtB*  0f 

Met°PS»m  pdd4tbe8KCi P-W*'**  Labels  •*»  *»*"*  * «*  *""*  S°'’ 

App.p.  771- 

iam6  ^on  °G.JC  His  answer  to  witness’s  statement  of  abuses  in  the  Record  Commission, 
Nicolas  3884,  3906. 

iomfcfA  Pflto.  See  Ecclesiastical  Survey. 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Fees. 

3.  Indexes. 

4.  Public  and  Private  Documents. 

1.  Generally.  used  as  a dwelling-house,  and  exposed  to 

Records  of  are  deposited  in  a build  D p y discontinued  • further  arrangement 

aeeidents  by  Are;  repairmg  and 

going  on  under  the = manag ement  f « D without  the  aid  of  ihe  Commission, 

ing  and  indexing  has  been  at  tn  J Cooper  qqo — —No  person  now  employed, 

tip.  xxi, 1”  e oZe  J 3ilit|  to  Are,  doper  398— Thepre- 

Cooper  392—— Inconvenience  o , Cooper  246 Mr.  Danvers  has  the 

sent  Commission  has  taken  n T)anvers  71'7o_i-No  operations  now  carried  on 

custody  of  the  Records,  Cooper  390  , 7206 The  return  of  Mr. 

by  the  Record  Commmmn  ® extensive  acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  this 

Danvers,  7th  of  April  1832,  shows  a classes-  but  he  states  that  in  making 

office,  and  a distribution  of  the  RecorJ,^t?1f  ’ “vill  require  to  be  re-assorted, 

arrangement  for  their  final  deposit,  a con  , ^d  Cooper  p.  671 In  prosecuting 

and  their  relative  positions  to  be  “^"a  fy  theRecord  Commission  of  essential  service 
his  work  witness  has  found  the : works  ot  the  Keco^_ Advanta ges  witness  has  expe- 

Office,  Ble,  5391- 

Let  charged  to  literary  persons  than  to  professional  searchers,  Danvers  7eo4,  7eo6. 

AtgfcXcdon  of  Records,  R^rTf  1^3 

Duchy  are  arranging  and  indexing^  t^^  tQ  Registefs,  Ministers’  Accounts 

Charters,  Danvers  721  °~7~  6 Records  have  been  methodized,  and 

and  Court  Rolls,  Danvers .7*19— ^ Q2 Calendars  made  by  Record 

calendars  and  catalogues  have  been  made  ^^Sendars  to  Headings  in  the  Duchy 

Sty  Of  calendaiing^executed  by  former  and  present  Oommrssron,  Danvers  7188,  7t89. 

A Public  and  Private  Documents . . • .• 

department  are  considered  private,  Danvers  7195- 
See  also  Hardy,  Mr.  Royal  Charters. 

brancer’s  Records,  and  are  inaccessible,  ReP-^  £ done  for  cleaning,  preserving, 

reports  in  reply  to  inquiries,  Cooper  255  -ivlucn  nas  „ o Records  are 

sorting  an/aLnginl  these  Records  by the  old jtarf. 

deposited  in  Spring  Gardens,  Cooper  180b,  I'earnsiae  7133  Records  of  the 

I 

0^Me  amnge?by  thJrmer,  Record  Commission,  but  good  done  by  them  undone, 

from  Jt  of  are  m remorals,  Fearns i*  7t4o-7l49 Record  Commissron  have  not 

offered  ass.stance  in  repairing,  neither  should  witness  have  felt  warranted  m MOflggt 
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Land  Revenue  Office — continued. 

without  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  Fearnside  7161-7166 Care  is  now  taken  of  the 

Records;  they  are  being  repaired,  collected  and  bound,  Fearnside  7151 About  200 

volumes  in  a satisfactory  state,  rather  more  than  half  the  Records,  as  to  utility,  Fearnside 

7155>  7156— — To  what  extent  indexed,  Fearnside  7157 Difficulty  of  transferring  any 

portion  to  the  custody  of  the  British  Museum,  Fearnside  7160. 

Report  made  to  the  Board  in  1834,  that  the  propriety  of  providing  a proper  building 
for  the  reception  of  the  Records  of  the  Office  of  Land  Revenue  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  appointing  a keeper,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Treasury,  App.p.  863. 

See  also  Welsh  Rolls. 

Land  Tax  Redemption  Act.  Many  of  the  manors  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  have  been 

sold  under  the  Land  Tax  Redemption  Act,  Coode  4010 Documents  relating  to  these 

manors  should  be  given  up  to  the  purchasers,  Coode  4010 Witness  would  advise  a 

client  to  accept  the  title  usually  given  under  sales  and  Land  Tax  Acts,  Coode  4014. 

Land  Tenure,  India.  Opinion  of  witness  that  all  documents  relating  to  the  landed  tenure 
in  India  should  be  published,  particularly  those  which  give  clear  insight  into  the  rights 
of  property  eight  or  nine  hundred  years  ago,  Johnston  5963. 

Lanercost  Chronicle.  Being  printed  by  the  Bannatyne  Club  under  the  editorship  of 
Mr.  Stephenson,  Tytler  4264-4280. 

Langdale,  Right  Hon.  Lord.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Master  of  the  Rolls  4476 

Has  the  legal  care  of  the  Records  of  the  Court,  4477 But  they  are  in  the  care  of 

the  keeper,  Mr.  Leach,  4478 Records  are  kept  in  the  chapel  and  the  roof,  4480 

They  are  not  in  a situation  in  which  Records  ought  to  be  kept,  4483 Searches  are 

made  by  means  of  the  calendars  and  indexes,  some  of  which  belong  to  the  office,  while 

others  are  the  property  of  private  individuals,  4486 Evidence  as  to  extent  the 

expense  of  preserving  the  Records  and  keeping  indexes  should  be  borne  by  the  public, 
4487-4495 Not  instituted  any  inquiries  of  what  ought  to  be  the  expense  of  con- 
ducting the  office,  or  how  it  could  be  most  satisfactorily  defrayed,  4497 Present 

state  of  the  Rolls  House ; arrangements  made  by  Sir  J.  Leach ; proposed  that  the  house 
and  garden  should  be  left  out  of  the  patent  on  the  appointment  of  the  present  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  but  believed  to  be  illegal  by  the  Attorney  General,  4501. 

Chapel  used  for  service ; court  held  there,  4502 Reserved  space  which  should  be 

applied  to  building  a new  court  and  offices  in  any  arrangement  to  be  made  about  the  Rolls 

estate,  4505 Steps  taken  to  build  judges’  chambers  on  part  of  the  garden  of  the  Rolls 

estat  e,  4505 Payment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  connected  with  the  rents  of  the  Rolls 

estate,  4509 Probable  that  formerly  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  at  his  official  residence  had 

personal  care  of  the  Records ; this  protection  entirely  lost  by  the  arrangements  that 

have  been  made,  4508 Convenient  to  the  legal  profession  that  if  a General  Record 

Office  were  erected,  it  should  be  built  on  the  site  of  the  Rolls  estate,  4510 Building 

a General  Record  Office  would  be  very  serviceable  to  persons  interested  in  legal  inquiries, 

4511 Objection  to  any  part  of  the  expenses  being  defrayed  from  the  Suitors’  Fund 

of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  4512 Concurrence  in  the  opinion  of  the  Accountant- 

General  on  this  point,  4514 — —If  the  public  require  the  accommodation  they  should  pay 
for  it,  4515. 

No  inconvenience  whatever  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  nor  ought  his  convenience 
to  stand  in  the  way  for  a moment,  4516-4518 Whether  possible  to  have  a Com- 

mission so  constituted  that  some  persons  may  attend  to  general  business,  and  other 

persons  to  parts  of  it,  4529 Evidence  as  to  eligibility  of  any  Master  of  the  Rolls 

holding  the  office  of  Record  Commissioner,  4530-4551-- — Better  to  have  compe- 
tent persons  paid  for  regularly  attending  to  the  Commission,  and  responsible  for  its 
beino-  transacted ; this  does  not  exclude  other  persons  being  resorted  to  for  advice  and 

assistance,  4556. Desirable  to  have  persons  who  have  peculiar  knowledge  of  history 

and  antiquities,  or  who  have  control  over  particular  Records,  4557 Difficulty  of 

making  an  arrangement  as  to  official  Commissioners,  4560 Opinion  that  it  would  be 

better  for  the  general  management  of  such  a Commission  that  paid  Commissioners  were 
appointed,  and  that  a small  number,  4564. 

Lansdowne  Catalogue.  Printed  by  the  late  Commissioners  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  1800,  Rep.  xx. 


lansdowne  Manuscripts.  See  Prefaces. 

Lascelles,  Rowley.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Member  of  the  Irish  Commission  formerly 

c.kq2— Ao-reed  with  Government  to  compile  and  edit  a work,  called  Liber  Hibernke, 

55o6 Agreement  made  with  Mr.  Goulburn,  5597 Alterations  in  the  agreement, 

4601 The  work  to  be  done,  and  £.  500.  per  annum  to  be  paid,  5606 Letter  from 

Mr.  Goulburn  on  the  subject,  5611 Letter  from  C.  Flint,  showing  the  intention  of  the 

Government,  1831,  5618' Sums  received  on  account  from  the  Treasury,  5621-  - 

‘Reference  made  by  the  Treasury  to  the  Record  Commission  ; Report  of  the  Board  kept 
unfairly  from  witness ; the  Government  having  determined  the  work  should  not  proceed 
referred  the  matter  to  the  Commission,  who  reported  accordingly,  5631-5671. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


6o 


LAS 


LIB 


[Record 


Lascelles  Mr.  R.  His  Petition  not  particularly  investigated  by  the  Committee  Rrp.  xliii. 
Papers  relating  to  his  future  employment  after  completing  the  Liber  Hibernia,  App.  p.  937. 

Law  Books.  See  Bracton.  Britton.  Fleta.  Glanvilh. 

Law  Reforms.  Failure  of  Commissioners  appointed  for  legal  reforms  from  want  of  persons 
to  see  their  recommendations  effectually  carried  into  operation,  Spence  5830. 

T j (Analysis  ofhis  Evidence.)— Registrar  of  the  New  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 

Lames,'  ^“^ritf  Semen,  of  documents  j "custody  of  Records,  6761-6767. 

Layamon.  The  publication  of  this  work  undertaken  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  now  in 
course  of  printing,  Taylor  6183. 

T.„,  0:.  7 His  opinion  as  to  the  proper  number  of  Record  Commissioners,  Illing- 
“ Letter  from  him  10  Mr.  Cooper  relative  to  the  purchase  for  public  use  of 

the  private  indexes  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  App.  p.  872. 

Leach,  Mr.  Keeper  of  Records  in  Rolls  Office,  Cooper  262. 

Leake  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  had  extensive  practice  in  the  different 

courts  of  justice  6123 Facilities  afforded  at  the  Six  Clerks  office ; the  Registrar 

Office  and  the  Examiners.  The  arrangements  in  all  respects  convenient,  and  the  access 

to  them  easy  6125-61 29 Never  found  any  difficulty  in  making  surveys  or  obtaining 

copies  of  documents,  6130 Fees  not  unreasonable,  6131 The  same  evidence  ap- 
plies as  to  Exchequer  Offices,  6135,  6136 And  the  courts  of  Kings  Bench  and 

Common  Pleas,  6137-6139 Never  met  with  any  difficulty  whatever ; great  facility 

afforded  by  the  officers  of  the  court,  6142 Witness's  evidence  applies  solely  to 

Records  in  the  keeping  of  the  different  courts,  6149,  6150. 

Legal  Documents.  Many  deposited  in  the  Carlton  Ride  are  in  bad  condition,  Rep.  xiv.,  xxviii. 

Legal  Searches.  Publications  of  Commissioners  of  great  use  in  making  legal  searches, 
Grimaldi  6498. 

Lemoti,  Mr.  Robert.  Payment  made  to  him  for  compiling  indexes  to  the  Valor  Ecclesias- 
ticus.  Temp.  Hen.  VIII.  Jpp. 

Le  Neve  Peter.  Evidence  as  to  supposed  misquotations  by  Mr.  Cole  from  a note  of  his 

in  a copy  of  Doomsday  Book,  Hunter  33H-333° Witness  s explanation  of  the 

alleged  mistake,  Cole  4616. 

Lessees  Only  case  in  which  Records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  should  be  refused  to  the 
public,  is  where  the  production  might  effect  lessees  or  private  individuals,  Coode  3999. 

Liabilities.  See  Debts  and  Liabilities. 


Liberate  Rolls.  To  what  extent  there  are  calendars  or  indexes  to  these  Rolls,  Cooper  1081 

Expense  of  making  a calendar  to  these  Rolls,  574 1,  Hardy  3619 Beneficial  to 

the  public  that  a calendar  should  be  made  to  these  Rolls,  Stevenson  3816 lime  and 

cost;  estimate  of  calendaring  those  in  the  Tower,  App.  907,  909. 

Liber  Hibernia.  Referred  to  Record  Board  from  the  Treasury ; Report  made  and  for- 
warded to  the  Treasury,  Cooper  2851 Printed  under  the  authority  of  the  Commission, 

Groves  5125 Original  plan  of  the  work;  cause  of  its  removal  to  London,  Groves  5125 

Nature  of  work* proposed  to  be  published  by  the  Commission;  of  the  nature  of 

Beatson’s  Political  Index,  Groves  5126 Witness  employed  as  editor;  conduct  of  the 

Government;  unfair  deprivation  of  his  income;  correspondence  on  the  subject;  opinion 

of  former  Governments  on  the  transaction,  Lascelles  559^-5^7^- Witness  has  found 

the  work  useful,  Hardy  8184 There  are  occasions  on  which  the  Liber  Hibernim  is  of 

use  for  reference.  Trundle  8219 It  would  be  a great  object  to  complete  it,  particularly 

as  regards  an  index.  Trundle  8222. 

Liber  Niger.  Description  of  this  book  in  Mr.  Cole’s  catalogue,  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Hunter  3312 Not  described  in  the  sheets  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee,  Hunter 

3322 Reasons  why  witness  did  not  give  along  account  of  the  Liber  Niger,  Cole  4616 

Important  to  have  had  parts  of  the  book  printed,  Taylor  6172. 

Liber  Ruber.  A ohartulary,  in  possession  of  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  highly  interesting  to 
an  ecclesiastical  historian,  Benson  4975. 


Libraries: 

1.  Distribution  of  Publications. 

2.  Foreign  Libraries  searched. 

3.  Returns  to  Commissioners. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 


■ 1.  Distribution  of  Publications  of  Record  Commissions. 

Manner  in  whiih  the  Record  Volumes  have  been  distributed  to  the  different  public 
libraries  at  home  and  abroad,  Cooper  2820 Circulation  of  the  publications  to  pro- 

vincial libraries,  and  lowering  the  price  of  the  books,  have  been  of  the  greatest  use,  Nichols 

5877 
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Libraries  : — L Distribution  of  Publications— continued. 

5877 Statement  respecting  the  distribution  of  the  different  works  published  by  the 

Record  Commission,  Cooper  7940 List  of  public  libraries  in  America,  to  which  the 

publications  of  the  Record  Commission  have  been  forwarded,  Rich  6340,  p.  576 

Answers  received  from  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  Lubeck  and  Saxony,  expressing  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  Commissioners  of  Records’  publications,  Colquhoun  6319 The  present 

of  these  works  has  tended  to  promote  friendly  international  relations,  Colquhoun  6329 

Applications  which  have  been  made  to  the  King’s  Government,  for  publications  of 

the  Record  Commission,  Colquhoun  6334. 

2.  Foreign  Libraries  searched. 

Foreign  libraries  searched,  and  which  contain  documents  connected  with  an  illustration 
of  English  history.  Cooper  2199 Valuable  documents  existing  in  the  libraries  of  Got- 

tingen and  Leipsic,  which  would  be  useful  in  a new  edition  of  Rymer,  Johnston  5972- 

3.  Returns  to  Commissioners  of  Records. 

Returns  from,  intrusted  by  Commissioners  to  witness,  to  arrange  for  publication  for  the 

Appendix  to  the  Report,  Hunter  3276 Opinions  of  witness  as  to  the  steps  taken  of 

advertising  for  libraries,  to  send  for  their  arrears  of  publications,  Protheroe  1464. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Alphabetical  list  of  foreign  libraries,  to  which  the  works  printed  under  the  direction  of 

the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  are  presented,  App.  p.  765 List  of  the  libraries 

and  other  repositories  to  which  copies  of  the  publications  of  the  Board,  in  the  whole  or 
in  great  part,  have  been  presented  in  His  Majesty’s  name,  App.  p.  784-788. 

See  also  Books.  Cathedral  Libraries.  College  of  Arms.  France.  Lincolns  Inn  Library- 

Palaographical  Works.  Royal  Archives.  Receipt  and  Expenditure.  Speakers 
Gallery.  Universities. 

Library  Committee.  Regulations  as  to  distribution  of  publications  for  public  libraries,  by 
the  library  committee,  Protheroe  1459. 

Limitation  of  Actions.  Effect  of  this  Act  on  value  of  Record  searches,  Cooper  1093. 

Lincoln’s- Inn  Library.  The  Commission  have  obtained  copies  of  the  catalogue  of  the  MSS 
of  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  Selden  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Barnard,  Rep.  xxii. 

Lincoln’ s-Inn,  Society  of.  Catalogues  of  the  historical  and  legal  manuscripts  belonging  to 
this  society  have  been  made,  App.p.  866. 

Lingard,  Dr.  Value  of  his  able  works,  in  exciting  the  public  curiosity  respecting  authenti 
sources  of  history,  Tytler  4270 Questions  submitted  to  him,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  Public  Becords,  App.p.  729 His  answers 

thereto,  App.p.  731,  732 'List  of  publications  presented  him  by  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners, Lingard,  App.  Q.  15,  p.  730 Witness  has  made  several  quotations,  See.,  in  his 

publications,  from  works  published  by  the  Record  Board,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  1 i,p.  730. 

Literary  Searchers.  Great  indulgence  shown  to  literary  searchers,  as  to  fees,  Hewlett  721 

Given  at  the  Tower,  Hodgson  3376 Not  at  Rolls  Chapel,  Hodgson  3377 

On  a proper  introduction,  literary  inquirers  are  allowed  access  to  the  Records  gratuitously 
at  Rolls,  Palmer  6225 ; Panton  7050 Names  of  various  persons  who  have  availed  them- 
selves of  searching  the  Rolls’  Records  without  payment  of  fees,  Palmer  6227 Allowed  at 

the  Colleo-e  of  Arms,  Beltz  6747 Allowed  at  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Offices,  Danvers 

7204 ^Formerly  at  the  Rolls’  Chapel,  by  Mr.  Kipling,  Illingworth  91a Witness 

has  always  experienced  great  civility  and  attention  from  the  different  officers  in  the  public 
offices,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  5,  p-  73°- 

Literary  Societies.  If  there  were  copies  in  the  British  Museum,  great  portion  of  Records 
would  be  published  in  County  Histories,  and  by  provincial  Antiquarian  Societies, 

Hodgson  3386 Reasons  why  witness  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  permanent 

reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  efforts  of  clubs  for  the  publication  of  the  great  stores  of 
materials  for  English  History,  Nicolas  4585. 

See  also  Bannatyne  Club.  Booksellers’  Clubs.  Maitland  Club. 

Littledale,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence).— Witness’s  notion  is,  that  all 

Records  should  not  lie  in  one  place,  lest  they  should  be  destroyed  by  fire,  8281 Better 

that  they  should  be  kept  in  different  places,  on  account  of  security,  8282 -Con- 

veniences, on  the  other  hand,  which  would  be  experienced  by  all  being  collected  in  one 

buildino-,  8283-8293 Evidence  as  to  whether  editions  of  Bracton  and  Fleta  should  be 

published,  8294 No  good  results  from  re  publishing  the  Year  Books,  8296- Value 

of  the  edition  of  Statute's  of  the  Realm  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  8299 
Publication  of  such  a work  a legitimate  object  of  public  expense,  8301 Pub- 
lication of  Welsh  or  Saxon  law  more  a matter  of  antiquarian  research  than  ol  any  practical 

utility,  8302 Many  of  the  publications  of  considerable  use  in  ecclesiastical 

causes,  8304 The  Parliamentary  Survey  considered  of  more  value  than  the  \ alor 

Ecclesiasticus  would  be  a desirable  work  to  have  printed,  8306  A Board  like  the 
0.33.  h 3 Present 
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Littledale,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice.  (Analysis  of  his  Bridge iy-co, , turned 

^ u , ,,  , • > r'rai-m;!5;n„frs  8qxo -Desirable  to  publish  the  old  Latin 

present  bettef  than  » ^ bl;sk  historians  themselves,  and  not  in  periods,  8318 

^By  means  of  proper  indexes!  you  might  have  all  the  advantage  of  periods,  8313. 

Liverpool.  See  JB alley,  Mr. 

T 7 T PioVirm  nf  Fvtract  from  his  letter  upon  the  necessity  of  arrangment  of  Records, 

Llandaff , Bishop  o . t0  printing  ancient  and  valuable  Records,  Rep.  vi 

LetterT-om  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  16  June  1836,  respecting  the  constitution  of  the 

Record  Board,  App- P- ■ tQ  the  Board  was  authorized  to  borrow  from  the  Bankers, 

LoT;  x^rnReturn  of  all  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the  King’s  Printer,  the  amount 
Iiep.  xxxn.  R _ h made,  and  the  words  of  the  order  upon  which  such  loan  was 

a^ttarS  barged  thereupon  since  March  r831,  App.  p.  8r8, 

See  also  King’s  Praters. 

Lollards.  Many  of  the  proceedings  against  this  sect,  in  the  diocese  of  Salisbury,  are 
recorded  among  the  registers,  Benson  4975- 
Lord  Treasurer’s  Accounts.  See  Ministers’  Accounts. 

Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer’s  Office; 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Arrangement. 

3.  Fees. 

4.  Indexes. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

State  of  the  arrangement  of  the  Records  therein,  Rep.  xii. Nature  °f tllls  umata1?8 

the  Records  therein  Save  been  subject  to  since  the  commencement  of  the  Commission  rn 

T Xii It  appears  by  the  keeper’s  evidence,  that  there  was  a perfect  index, 

ReVxxii— Present  Board  has  had  various  communications  with  Mr.  Foxton,  Cooper 
All  that  the  Board  have  effected  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  repository, 
fblnpid 804-— — M any  bags  full  of  unsorted  Records  belonging  to  this  office,  Cooper  939 
—--Examination  as  to  iJd  Treasurer's  Office,  Gage  go, 7— Places  of  deposit  subject 
to  the  same  inconvenience  as  the  Pipe  Office  Records,  Foxton  7127. 

2.  Arrangement.  • . T , 

Evidence  as  to  state  of  arrangement  in  the  office.  Cooper  153  Records  in  Lord 

TvSuiS^Remembrancer’s  Offict  are  in  a state  of  perfect  arrangement  and  security, 

Vincent  1704  1705 How  far  unarranged,  Vincent  1707 — -Negotiation  broken  off  m 

imnrequence^ot  misunderstanding  with  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  Cooper 

R»mds  Ssfactovily  arranged,  foxton  7117, 7118 Miscellaneous  unarranged  Reooids. 

verv  few  Foxton  7121 The  Remembrancer  returned  that  the  Records  are  ananged  by 

reigns ! and  eveiy  Record  book  and  index  is  found  without  the  least  difficulty.  Cooper 
672. 

3.  Fees. 

Evidence  as  to  Fees,  Cooper  1805. 

An  ltdex  erists  ; there  are  but  few  Rolls  wanting,  and  these  are  known  to  be  absent, 
Foxton  7131. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

. State  of  the  Records  deposited  there,  App.  p.  862. 

Loseleu  Paver.  Historical  documents  discovered  by  witness ; one  written  by  Buchanan, 
L tutor  to  fames  VI,  being  a Proclamation  of  the  Regent  Murray  relative  to  the  minder  of 
Darnley  ; the  other  stating  the  reasons  of  the  sentence  against  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
neither  of  the  documents  in  Rymer,  Kempe  6197. 

Lvndlmrst,  Right  Hon,  Lord.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— Incommodious  state  of  the 

^Records  of  the  Rolls  Chapel,  8192 Better  to  have  all  the  Public  Records  as  nearly  as 

possible  in  one  place,  8193 Would  be  desirable  to  have  a general  repository,  «94— 

Large  sums  are  paid  to  get  ancient  Records  searched  for,  examined  and  copied,  8200 

Has  heard  statements  made  that  the  expenses  were  very  heavy,  8201  Partly  owr  g 

to  fees  partly  to  difficulty  of  search  and  time  taken  in  deciphering  them,  owing  to  damp, 
andRecords having  suffered  from  time  8203— yHas  never  heard  any  comp amt  wi  h 
respect  to  impediments  or  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  in  modem 

tn1Evidence  concerning  the  constitution  of  the  Board,  8209 -Unpaid  Pel'f°n® 

would  not  perform  laborious  practical  duty,  8211 But  without  being  paid,  there 

are  many  persons  in  this  country  who  would  take  upon  themselves  to  pertorm  suen 
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Lyndliurst,  Eight  Hon.  Lord.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)—  continued. 

duty,  8211 Duties  may  as  well  be  discharged  by  unsalaried  as  salaried  Commissioners, 

8213 The  executive  and  subordinate  duties  should  be  performed  by  different  classes 

of  persons,  8215 There  should  be  some  public  building  for  Records  ; the  Rolls  estate 

offers  as  convenient  a spot  as  could  be  selected,  8217 Inconvenience  of  the  Tower  as 

a place  of  deposit,  8217. 

M. 

Macdonald,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Large  share  in  the  superintendence  of  the 

King’s  Printer’s  Office,  6301 Witness  has  had  particularly  under  his  superintendence 

the  works  carried  on  by  the  Record  Commissioners,  6401 Amount  of  money  received 

by  the  King’s  Printer,  1800 — 1830,  £.103,000,  6402 Expense  of  printing  and 

paper  of  various  publications,  6403,  6422 Evidence  as  to  expense  of  corrections, 

6424,6452 Explanations  as  to  payments,  6460,6468 Tenders  were  obtained  by 

the  present  Commission  from  printers ; Committee  appointed : they  found  the  King’s 
Printer’s  charge  was  lower  than  any  price  they  could  obtain  elsewhere,  6470-6473  - 
Course  of  examination  pursued  with  respect  to  the  accounts  of  the  King’s  Printer,  6477 

Printing  for  Commission  is  more  compact  than  formerly,  and  consequently  less 

expensive,  6481— — Prices  the  same  now  as  before  the  Stationery  Office  examined  the 
accounts,  6486,  6493. 

(Second  Examination). — Statements  handed  in  of  amount  of  corrections  in  the  various 
works  printed  by  the  King’s  Printer  for  the  Record  Commission,  7170-7172. 

Madden,  Sir  F.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Assistant  keeper  of  manuscripts  in  the 

British  Museum,  5063 Has  found  the  publications  of  the  Commission  generally  useful; 

those  published  by  the  new  Board  of  greater  utility  than  the  old,  5466 W orks  generally 

well  selected ; but  those  executed  by  the  old  Commission  were  executed  exceedingly 

ill,  5467,  5468 Since  the  formation  of  the  present  Commission,  the  execution  of  work 

has  materially  improved,  5469 Historical  literature  of  the  country  has  been  influenced 

by  the  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  547° They  apply  to  the  general 

historian,  to  the  topographer  or  country  historian,  5470 The  French  government  have 

a gentleman  employed  in  this  country  transcribing  documents  relating  to  France,  5472. 

Nature  of  the  Commission  issued  by  King  of  the  Belgians  for  the  collecting  Records 

relating  to  Belgium,  5473,  5474 Collection  making  by  Denmark,  547 5 Chronicles 

of  Germany  publishing  by  Mr.  Pertz,  5475 Works  of  this  nature  could  not  be  under- 
taken by  individuals  at  their  own  expense,  without  great  loss,  5277 ^The  Close  Rolls 

are  one  of  the  most  valuable  works  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  5479  r- 

Patent  Rolls  are  executed  in  a similarly  satisfactory  manner,  5481 Publication  of  the 

Pipe  Rolls,  5482 Fine  Rolls  a work  of  considerable  utility,  5484 Privy  Council 

Books  unquestionably  of  great  historical  information  and  interest,  54^6 All  documents 

prior  to  Henry  Third’s  reign  should  be  printed,  5487. 

Oblata  and  Fine  Rolls  are  of  very  great  use,  edited  by  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Roberts, 

which  are  done  exceedingly  well,  5488 Witness’s  opinion  as  to  expediency  of  publishing 

the  calendar  of  the  Heirs  from  the  Inquisitiones  post  Mortem,  5489— — Witness  s opimon 
of  the  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  and  of  the  plan  in  which  the  work  should 

be  followed  up,  5490-5493 Comparative  advantages  of  the  plan  of  Dom  Bouquet 

and  Muratori,  5494 Examination  as  to  extent  modern  historians  have  or  have  not 

been  benefited  in  their  works  by  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  5501  ~ 

Evidence  concerning  the  fees  charged  at  offices ; letter  written  on  the  subject  to  the 
Board  to  which  witness  received  no  answer,  5521-5537. 


Magna  Charta.  Very  valuable  information  to  be  derived  relative  thereto,  from  the  volume 
of  the  Statutes  as  published  by  the  Record  Board,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  12,  p.,  730. 

Maitland  CM.  Works  published  by  this  club,  Tytler  4264 Evidence  of  the  anxiety  of 

this  club  to  print  useful  Manuscript  Records,  Tytler  4575 Already  has  published 

works  which  abridge  the  labour  of  the  Scottish  historian,  Tytler  4580. 

Catalogue  of  historical  works  printed  for  this  club,  App.v.  91 2-913.  List  of  historical 
works  in  the  press,  or  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  of  the  Maitland  Glub, 
App.  p.  914. 

Manuscripts.  Witness  has  always  considered  that  it  was  the  province  of  the  Commission  to 
print  manuscripts,  although  not  Records,  if  they  came  within  the  description  ot  monu- 
ments of  early  history,  &c.  Cooper  1868 The  manuscript  of  witness’s  work  was  placed 

in  the  hands  of  the  publisher  of  the  Record  Board  in  1818,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  9 >P-  730- 
See  also  Dodsworlh  Manuscripts. 


Martin’s- Le- Grand,  St.  Difficulty  experienced  by  witness  as  to  seeing  a document  relating 
to  the  collegiate  church  and  sanctuary  of  St.Martin’s-le-Grand,  at  the  Chapter  House, 


Kempe  6191.  0 

Masterton,  Mr.  Formerly  employed  in  the  Foreign  Office ; amount 

employed,  Cooper  2952,  2953 Employed  at  Lisbon  at  the  expense 

Protlieroe  2061. 


of  his  salary  while 
of  the  Commission, 


Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain.  See  Britain,  History  of. 
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Jfc*™,  ZZl.  French  Record  Commission  making  selections  from  the  private  papers 

of,  for  publications,  Wnght  8a68.  medicines  of  Bdward  £ Coie  4647. 

Medicines.  ‘V1  etlceas  ? Committees  Constitution  of  Commission,  1. 

Meetings  of  Commissioners.  See  Lommiuetb 

Melrose.  See  Cartularies.  Exchequer  were  perfectly  accessible  when 

Memoranda  Rolls.  The  Cross,  Rep.  xiv. Manner  in  which  these  Rolls 

they  were  at  the  Mews  at  ° Hunter  qqo4.  qoo6,  3307. 

dVmnltl  be  described  in  any  catalogue,  tluntei  3304,  33UU,  33  / 

• t-t  7 mid  Mr  Cole  On  the  Board  being  satisfied  that  these  gentlemen 
MmomZs  0/  Mr.  Hardy  ^^m™ioners  by  the  Board,  the  Board  did  not  enter  into  any 

case,  Cooper,  7789. 

See  also  Brougham,  Lord.  Cole,  Mr.  Ilardy,  M . 

1 cio  r.e  liic  'Pviflpnre  'l — Value  of  the  publications  ,ot  the 
Merewether,  Mr.  Serjeant.CAnay  which  witness  has  used  with  advantage,  8043- 

Commission  in  making  seaic  , „ , Book  . its  index  and  preface,  8049-8053 

80+V  ~Vhtlti  ns^i JC-aSSK  which  have  not  a grit  tendency  to  Mas- 

No  publications  01  tne  Nothino-  in  a national  point  of  view  more 

trate  both  public  ana  muvate  u0hts,  8054  country  than  the  continuation  of  such 

important  or  more  likely  to  be  bene^  f booksellersy  that  to  publish  Records  would 
publications,  8056—  ~^nQ^l^l^^])^l0annot°be  published  but ^at  the  public  charge 
not  pay  the  publishes,  8o07  ,,  ^favourable  to  the  formation  of  the  present  Board 

8057 Witness’s  opinion  generally  fa vom able  to  ^ fndependently 

but  thinks  there  should  be  a person  ’ ; h should  be  a member  of  the  Corn- 

appointed  to  superintend  progress  of  f^hcatmns  wno  s Books  received 

mission,  who  should  receive  most  sub£*^  & light  of  a present, 

Refotm  Act makiiis  inquirie5  oo,icemi“s 

Records  of  less  importance  than  formerly,  8074.  . 

Mcnicale,  J.  Herman.  (Analysis  of 

of  Antiquaries,  5673— have  Si  impossible  to  prosecute  the  pursuit 
the  Commission  so  materia roveme„t which  fas  taken  place  in  topogtaphical 

without  them,  5674-5678,  5°?-  ““E, v . of  the  publications  in  an  historical 

works  owing  to  Record  publications,  6^4— ™ue  ot  me  p mde[taken  Record 

Duties  of  Commissioners,  572/  573  f gnt  ,-744 Most  of  the  officers  who 

ficient  to  contain  them  m a proper  state  of  arrangement  5744  and  preservi„g 

have  the  care  of  Records  are  patent  oBeeri b 

Records  should  have  been  a primary  objecw  Record  Commission ; that  they 

s 

taken  by  the  Commission,  5775-  . . , _■  n An  n former  examination  as 

(Second  Examination.)  Corrections  “f  e’‘de™Cjfa’e  ; his  History  0f  the  Middle 

It  TJESLS£f£  SttS  6385, 

mILce  to  the  »*.  of  the  Commission,  6396 A greater  degree  of  or, t, cal 

Privy  Council,  are  of  the  greatest  rmportance  as  works  of  historical  relerence,  03J7 
More  so  than  any  previously  published,  6397.  „,;,ioh  Records 

(Third  Examination.) — Witness’s  testimony  to  the  accurate  mannei  ryvmeh  ReM 
are  kept  at  the  Chancery  Offices ; nothing  could  be  more  regularorproperthan 
employed  for  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  Chancery  Recoids,  6687.  j ^ 
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Minchin,  Mr.  Sum  paid  him  for  compiling  part  of  the  Calendar  of  certain  Records  in  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office,  App.  769. 

Mineral  Formations,  Found  in  the  vaults  of  Somerset  House  in  which  Records  are  depo- 
sited, Hep.  xi. 

Minerals . Right  of  Duchy  of  Cornwall  reserved  on  sale  of  manors  under  Land-tax  Re- 
demption Act,  Coode  4010. 

Ministers'  Accounts.  Destruction  of  a Lord  Treasurer’s  account,  in  an  attempt  to  make  a 

topographical  arrangement  of  Records,  Cooper  2438,  2478 Evidence  as  to  division  of 

a minister’s  accounts  ; objections  to  this  process;  circumstances  under  which  justifiable, 

Hardy  3637~3*H1 No  person  would  say,  if  competent  to  judge,  that  any  injury 

had  resulted  from  any  process  of  witness’s.  Cole  4730 Evidence  as  to  injury  done  to 

ministers’  accounts  by  separation,  effected  by  Mr.  Cole  in  his  arrangements  of  the  Records 

at  the  Augmentation  Office,  Adlington  4799,  4823,  4828 Explanations  as  to  Minister’s 

accounts  ; their  alleged  injury,  owing  to  witness’s  arrangement  of  them  ; their  validity  in 

their  present  form  as  evidence,  Cole  4799-4823,  4827-4830 Witness’s  opinion  that 

the  separation  of  the  Minister’s  accounts  by  Mr.  Cole  would  not  invalidate  their  testimony 

in  a court  of  law,  Hardy  4824 -Court  would  not  listen  to  such  an  objection;  want  of 

signature  would  not  excite  suspicion  of  the  court,  Hardy  4825,  4827 Doubt  whether 

these  documents  are  considered  public  or  private  in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office,  Coode 

4022 ; Cole  4753 Are  to  be  found  in  all  Record  Offices  which  witness  has  had  any 

thing  to  do  with.  Cole  4762 Preserved  in  the  Augmentation  Office;  much  used  in 

tithe  causes, Boteler  6x09 Those  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  are  indexed,  Danvers 

7219. 

See  also  Lancaster,  Duchy  of. 

Miscellaneous  Records: 

1.  King’s  Remembrancer’s. 

2.  Rolls. 

3.  Toiver. 

1.  King's  Remembrancer's  Office. 

Five  thousand  bushels  of  miscellaneous  Records  were  not  arranged  in  any  way  when  at 

Charing  Cross,  Rep.  x iv. Arrangement  of  begun  in  1832;  again  resumed  in  1833, 

removal  to  Mr.  Thompson’s,  in  Boswell-court,  without  the  sanction  of  the  keeper;  those 
now  deposited  in  the  Carlton  Riding  School  were,  in  1833,  placed  in  the  temporary 
custody  of  the  Commission ; subsequent  transfer  to  the  care  of  Charles  Gay  ; how  far  he 

is  capable  of  superintending  a systematic  arrangement,  Rep.  xiv.  xv. Calendar  of, 

commenced  by  Mr.  Cole,  discontinued  since  his  removal.  Rep.  xx ii. 

The  miscellaneous  Records  in  a bad  state;  their  arrangement  by  the  Commission 

valuable  to  the  public,  Vincent  1718 Evil  sustained  by  those  Records  in  their  removal 

to  sheds  in  Westminster  Hall ; when  those  which  had  been  arranged  by  the  Record 
Commission  were  entirely  dispersed.  Cole  4437 Steps  taken  by  the  Board  as  to  Mis- 

cellaneous Records;  letters  to  Lord  Lyndhurst,  Mr.  Vincent  and  Mr.  Spring  Rice  on  the 

subject,  Protheroe  2x57 Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office 

printed  as  Agenda;  employment  of  Mr.  Cole  on  this  work.  Cooper  2666-2675 Evi- 
dence concerning  title-page  and  preface,  Cooper  2687  ; Cole  4590,  4640 Operations 

•in  cleansing  and  removing  the  miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer,  Cole  4590 

Filthy  state  in  which  they  were  found.  Cole  4590. 

Remuneration  to  be  received  by  Mr.  Cole  for  this  work.  Cooper  2702 Evidence 

as  to  proposed  publication  of  a volume  of  Appendix  to  the  Agenda  of  Miscellaneous 

Records  of  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  Protheroe  X654,  2010-202X Author  of 

Selections  from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  the  Exchequer,  Cole  4633-4648 

Collected  with  a view  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  documents  to  be  found  in  the  King’s 

Remembrancer’s  Office,  Cole  4634 Volume  completed  1834,  but  not  published, 

00/64637-4639 Work  begun  on  Mr.  Cooper’s  responsibility;  volume  now  published 

as  Agenda ; injudicious  mode  of  publishing  valuable  Records  in  this  manner.  Cole  4643- 

4646 Treasury  Warrant  of  3d  August  1833,  authorizing  the  King’s  Remembrancer 

to  place  the  miscellaneous  and  unsorted  Records  of  his  office  in  the  temporary  custody 
of  the  Record  Board,  in  order  that  the  same  might  be  cleansed,  sorted’ and  calendared, 
App.  p.  887. 

2.  Rolls. 

State  of  arrangement  of  Records  therein,  Rep.x. Certain  miscellaneous  Records 

required  arrangement  in  1800,  and  are  stated  to  require  it  at  the  present  time,  Rep.  xii. • 

Description  and  nature  of  the  miscellaneous  Records  in  the  Roll’s  Chapel,  Palmer  6248 

Form  but  a small  portion  of  the  mass  in  the  custody  of  the  Rolls,  Palmer  6249  ; Grimaldi 

6570 Are  nearly  inaccessible,  Grimaldi  656X  ; Hardy  6631 Are  not  arranged  at 

all,  Grimaldi  6567 ; Hardy  6633, 

0.33.  i 3.  Tower. 
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Miscellaneous  Rec&rds— continued. 

3.  Tower . . . . 

Number  of  persons  employed  in 

miscellaneous  unarranged  Records,  and  | „ 6 Undertaken  by  the 

Work  of  calendanng  e„«usted  ^ ^ Rolls>  c 

Board,  Cooper  1031  , 373  6 j Hardy  „6l„ Witness  employed  at 

S?TowefinSmim!n|  miscellaneous  Records ’for  selecting  for  the  Fcedera,  Steuemon 
?,6,_w"tness““  opiion  expressed  to  the  Commissioners,  that  his  time  and  their 
Smiuht  S better  employed  than  on  such  work,  Stevenson  3769,  377°— -S“e  of 
funds  might  be  ben  P^J  to  gh  F.  Palstave,  Stevenson  3775 Witness  has  never 

been  employed  in  cleaning,  arranging  or  sorting  the  miscellaneous  Records  at  the  Tower, 

SS Mr.  Petrie  would  not  have  permitted  such  interference  with  h,s  office, 

StZrno" 3781 Vague  manner  in  which  the  term  » Miscellaneous  has  been  applied 

to  SS>rds  at  the  Tower,  Sterna  on  3816. 

See  also  Agenda.  Cardinals’  Bundles.  Fmiarm’  Certificates.  Tower,  5. 

Modus  Decimandi.  Effect  of  this  Act  on  value  of  Records;  searches  for  causes.  Cooper 
1093. 

Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum.  Reasons  or  printing  this  work,  Cooper  2731-2759. 
Monasteries.  See  Cardinals’  Bundles. 

Monasteries,  Suppression  of . Mr.  Knight  has  undertaken  to  publish, 

documents  relating  to  the  suppression  of  monasteries,  among  which  is  Hemy  the  Ritohth  s 
scheme  for  the  creation  of  bishopricks.  Cole  4918-4922. 

Monastic  Property.  Documents  relating  to  the  breaking  up  of  monastic  property  are  of 
most  importance;  all  these  are  deposited  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Hewlett  675  677. 

Monteil,  Mr.  His  work,  “ Histoire  des  Francais  de  divers  etats,”  printed  by  the  Royal 
Printing  Office,  Gamier  4084. 

Monumenta  Germmiea  Historica.  First  work  edited  by  Society  for  printing  Records  in 
Germany;  published  in  1808;  selected  by  G.H.  Pelts,  royal  librarian,  Hanover,  Garmer 
4068— -Satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  executed,  Garmer  4075-. 

Morton,  Rev.  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidenee.)-Vicar  of  Holbeach  and  Prebend  of  Lincoln, 

1-234 Author  of  a work  called  Monastic  Annals  of  Teviotdale,  5*36-  Woiks  of  the 

Record  Commission  purchased  as  waste  paper  by  a grocer  at  Holbeach,  5*36—— 
Among  them  were  portions  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  Onginalia  and  Inqnisitiones 

post  Mortem,  5236 Purchased  them  of  a stationer  in  Aldgate,  who  received  them 

from  Messrs.  Baldwin  St  Cradock,  5243_524^- 
Municipal  Searches.  In  cases  affecting  ancient  municipal,  inconvenience  of  expense  very 
much  felt.  Parlies  4381. 

Munich.  See  Palatinate. 

Muratori  and  Dom  Bouquet.  Comparative  merits  of  their  plan,  for  large  historical  works 
Gamier  4076-4679, 46831  Madden  5494 ; Ellts  5561-5563 Better  to  publish  histo- 
rians themselves,  and  not  in  periods,  Litledak  8311 By  means  of  proper  indexes  you 

might  have  all  the  advantage  of  periods,  Littledale  8313. 

Murray  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  seen  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commis- 
sion 5273 Is  of  opinion  that  such  works  could  not  be  undertaken  by  any  private  indivi- 
dual, or  bv  any  combination  among  booksellers,  5274 Has  conducted  the  sale  of  the 

collection  of  Stale  Papers  printed  by  the  State  Paper  Office,  5276--— Number  of  copies  of 

the  work  sold,  5279 Want  of  sale  does  not  arise  from  want  of  interest  ot  the  public  m 

historical  works ; the  books  would  have  sold  better  in  a cheaper  form,  5287 Evidence 

as  to  sale  of  various  publications;  distaste  of  the  public  for  quarto  volumes,  5297-5326. 


N. 

National  Archives.  No  doubt  they  contain  a vast  deal  of  information,  applicable  in  various 
ways  to  almost  every  department  of  historical  inquiry,  Lingard,  App.  p-  73°  > Soutnpj, 
App.  p.  731 The  information  derivable  from  thence  is  at  present  closed  against  his- 
torical inquirers,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  2,  p.  730 ; Southey,  App.  p.  731 A publication  ot 

the  documents  contained  in  them,  either  at  large  or  in  the  form  of  abstracts,  recom- 
mended, Lingard,  App.  Q.  2,  p.  730;  Southey,  p.  731. 

Naval  History  and  Biography.  Witness  has  derived  great  assistance  in  his  Naval  History 
and  Biography  from  the  publications  of  the  Record  Board,  Southey,  App.  Q,.  9-12> 

P-731. 

Newport,  Sir  J.  Controls  the  Pell  Office  Records ; expense  of  arranging  paid  by  Treasury 
and  Stationery  Office,  Cooper  188.  , , „ 

J 1 Nicolas , Sir  H. 
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Nicolas,  Sir  II.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Witness’s  attention  first  drawn  to  the  Record 
Commission,  1827  ; his  view  of  the  evils  of  the  former  Board,  and  remedies  proposed  by 

him,  3873 Opinion  that  clerks  and  keepers  of  Records  should  not  be  Record  agents, 

3873-3874 Correspondence  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Hon.  G.  Lamb,  3883^ 

3884 Appointment  of  new  Commission  undertaken  by  Lord  Brougham,  3884 

Considerable  doubt  whether  Lord  Brougham  is  a Commissioner,  3889-3898 Number 

of  the  present  Commission  an  objection,  3885 It  does  not  contain  elements  of  practical 

utility;  would  neither  reform  abuses  nor  repress  jobbing,  3899 Ceunmunications  with 

Mr.  Cooper  on  the  subject  of  Records  and  Commission,  3901 Ineffectual  attempts  of 

the  secretary  to  stop  the  proceeding  of  the  work  on  Parliamentary  Writs,  3901 

Names  of  Commissioners  who  preferred  the  continuation  of  the  publication,  3904 

Mistake  of  appointing  high  official  functionaries  as  Commissioners,  3906. 

Impropriety  of  Mr.  Caley’s  receiving  500/.  per  annum,  3906 Error  respecting  the 

financial  arrangements  of  the  Commission  in  allowing  the  secretary  to  receive  the  Par- 
liamentary grant,  3906- Any  effectual  remedy  must  be  by  appointing  a few  able  and 

efficient  individuals,  and  by  paying  them  for  their  labours,  3913 The  Commission 

cannot  fulfil  its  duties  without  a specific  Act  of  Parliament,  3914 Has  no  power; 

keepers  have  vested  interests,  which  Commissioners  cannot  interfere  with,  3915 Fees 

paid  for  copies  of  Rolls,  production  of  papers  and  attendance  at  House  of  Lords,  in  the 

case  of  the  Braye  Peerage,  3916-3923, 3961 Production  of  original  documents  before 

the  House  of  Lords,  3930 Exorbitant  demand  of  fees  for  production  of  Records  a 

public  evil,  which  ought  long  since  to  have  been  rescinded,  3945-3948 Utterly  hopeless 

to  look  to  individuals,  in  the  present  state  of  literature  in  this  country,  for  publication  of 
historical  documents;  can  only  be  done  by  Government,  3950. 

Want  of  sale  for  historical  works,  3958-3964 M S of  T.  Bechington  published 

by  witness,  3965 There  is  no  History  of  England  deserving  that  name,  3966 

Very  unwise  for  any  person  to  attempt  to  write  a History  of  England  until  an  efficient 

Commission  on  Records  had  existed  four  or  five  years,  3968 Value  of  collecting 

materials  for  the  History  of  Great  Britain,  3970-3976 Great  value  of  unpublished 

historical  documents,  3977 Difficulties  in  consulting  the  State  Paper  Office,  3979 

Witness  does  not  think  that  the  Commissions  since  1800  have  been  judicious  in  their 

selection  of  the  works  they  have  published,  398] Bad  mode  of  editing  books,  3984 

Evils  of  the  formation  of  the  present  Commission,  3985 Manner  of  improving 

Commission  by  paid  Commissioners,  3986. 

(Second  Examination.) — Further  particulars  as  to  costs  and  fees  in  suits  in  which 

witness  has  been  concerned;  Braye  and  Vaux  Peerages,  4165 Evidence  as  to 

improper  regulations  in  the  Rolls’  Chapel,  and  the  system  of  keeping  Records  there, 

4173 Charge  to  the  Crown  the  same  as  to  individuals  on  the  production  of  Records, 

4173 Danger  to  Records  from  bringing  out  the  writing  by  using  compositions  which 

eventually  destroy  the  Record,  4173,  4174 Whether  Commission  have  power  to  con- 
trol keepers,  4175-4178 Arrangements  under  which  witness  edited  the  Privy  Council 

Books,  4182 Witness  never  had  any  direct  communication  with  Commissioners,  4199 

• Engagement  with  Mr.  Cooper  as  editor,  4200 Quantity  of  work  performed  by 

witness  under  his  arrangement  with  the  secretary,  4213 Reasons  why  the  sixth  volume 

has  not  been  completed;  conduct  of  secretary  to  witness,  4215 Printing  Records  as 

Appendix  to  Agenda  is  a waste  of  paper  and  print,  4230 Publications  of  Commissions 

have  been  conducted  without-  any  regard  to  public  utility,  4233 Evidence  as  to  the 

inutility  of  transcribing  Rymer’s  Transcripts,  4235 Impossible  that  any  good  can  be 

done  by  the  present  Commission,  4239—4241. 

(Third  Examination.) — Reasons  w'hy  witness  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  permanent 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  efforts  of  clubs  for  the  publication  of  the  great  stores  of 

materials  for  English  History,  4585 Scrope  and  Grosvenor  Rolls ; fees  paid  at  the 

Tower  for  a copy  of  this  Record ; published  by  subscription,  4586 Many  series  of 

Records  which  might  be  published,  being  complete,  without  being  delayed  for  the 
catalogues  necessary  for  others,  4589. 

Nicolas , Sir  Harris.  Editor  of  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council,  Cooper  46 

Nature  of  engagement  with  witness  as  to  printing  Acts  of  Privy  Council,  Cooper,  60, 

237 Employed  on  Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  Privy  Council,  Cooper  2585 

Evidence  as  to  his  appointment  to  edit  the  Privy  Council  Books,  Protheroe  1569 

Remuneration  received  by  him  as  editor.  Cooper  2908. 

Sum  paid  him  as  editor  of  the  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England, 
during  the  years  1833-1835,  App.  p.  769. 

See  also  Remuneration . 

Nichols,  J.  B.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  engaged  in  printing  topographical 

and  antiquarian  publications  for  the  last  forty  years,  5842 Acquainted  with  the  works 

of  the  Record  Commission,  5843 Use  of  them  indispensable  to  the  topographer  and 

antiquary,  who  would  publish  a work  with  credit  to  himself,  5844 No  bookseller 

would  have  been  induced  to  publish  the  works  of  the  Commission  at  his  own  charge, 

inasmuch  as  they  would  not  have  met  with  a sale  corresponding  to  his  expense,  5846 

Evidence  as  to  facilities  afforded  formerly  at  Record  Offices  to  searchers,  5847 In  the 

last  twenty  years,  considerable  improvements  have  taken  place  in  county  histories,  which 

is  attributable  to  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  5848 Topographers 

have  made  less  use  of  Records  from  the  close  state  of  the  public  offices,  expense  of  fees 

0.33.  i 2 and 
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mhoh,J.  B.  (Andy™  2iwitae”ff“und  fees  charged  at  the  Record  Offices  a great  impe- 
aod  office  copies,  585'— -y  wance  of  expense  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  a topo- 

diment  and  annoyance,  5°53  “ „ JL,yi  offices  The  great  utility  of  the  works 

graphical  inquiry  in  scare hmg  the Recoid  0^6^^  Jf  been  ^ 

would  be  sufficient  to  justify -the  P Ta,ue  in  m of  the  Record  publications,  5862 
Evidence  concerning  the  exP“A  ti  aries  5869— -The  accnracy  and  typographical 

Printer  to  the  Somety °/  the  authority  of  the  present  Board  are  highly 

execution  of  works  published  s bave  been  published  with  more  clearness 

, creditable  to  the  parties  employed  ’ . -0[)  g Advantages  of  the  octavo  form  of 

of  arrangement,  and  neatne  ^ ^ ^ be  more  judiciously  employed 

printing,  5873  Ap  - 0f  the  Record  Commission,  5874— —But  prefeience 

than  on  the  subjects  geneiany  u „nlPnflars  and  indexes,  5875 Great  benefit  to 

should  be  given,  m spying  at  the  Record  Offices  were  abolished,  5877 

authors  anS  others  if p^ncia  pUbliC  libraries,  and  lowering  the  price  of 

have  formed  part  of  original  publication, 

Cole  7911.  . - ubarters  procured  from  Nonnandy,  and  other  papers  con- 

Wn”fwithCEry  of  England,  by  the  Commission  for  Rymer’s  Fmdera,  Cooper  oi7d. 

7>  77  -va-ccA  Vrtr  Mr  TTardv  Cooper  2611 The  work  now  suspended,  Cooper 

Norman  Ro/|;  Jdf  ed  o/thLe^oils  owing  to  debts  of  Commission,  Cooper  2617— 

ffl77nSS“ditence.  between  Witness  and 

Cooper  2622r~ „d6f;0  jL“ie36l9 l&itnefs  commissioned  by  Society  of 

ai* y Z t A ? no,  909 Sum  expended  by  the 

cotnpilatmn  and  editorship  of  the  Rotul. 

fcZXe“r,;^ fart  of7/ Life,  Jo.  of  Waltheof,  tarn  college  at  Douai,  copy  of,  procured 
by  Commission,  forms  part  of  Appendix  (A.)  to  Rymer,  Cooper  2191. 


mint,.  Rolls  This  work  has  obtained  great  credit  abroad,  Cooper  2614 
Ublala  turn.  J _WoA  now& suspended.  Copper  2617 On  account  of  debt 


“,^j&pc^ry 

witnpss  and  Mr.  Hardy  as  to  remuneration.  Cooper  2622 -Ldited  by  mi.  naiciy , a 

work  of  great  use,  a/d  edited  exceedingly  well,  Jtfodtien  5488— Sum  expendd  by 
the  present  Board  for  paper,  printing,  transcribing,  compiling  and  editing  this  woik, 

App.  p • 778'  . , 

Observations  in  the  Calendar  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery.  Pamphlets  printed  with  witness  s 
name,  but  not  written  by  him,  Cooper  2795. 

Observations  of  the  state  of  Historical  Literature.  Published  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  produced 
a “ Reply  by  Sir  F.  Palgr&ve,”  followed  by  a “ Refutation,  Nicolas  3899. 

Octavo.  Superiority  of  the  octavo  form  of  publication  as  a snbstitution  for 

Menvale  6390 Advantage  of  the  octavo  form  ot  printing,  Nicholls  5873 — 

Commission  have  changed  the  form  of  their  works  from  folio  to  octavo,  but  not  made  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  price,  Phillips  7557>  7558>  75®4- 
(Economy  of  Manufactures.  See  Bcibbagc,  Mr. 

Officers.  Names  of  the  Sub-commissioners,  editors,  clerks,  transcribers,  workmen  and  other 
'persons,  who  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Board,  the  31st  December  1835;  together  with 
a statement  of  their  salaries,  wages  or  other  remuneration,  App.  p.  779>  7°°- 
Offices.  See  Abolition  of  Offices.  Record  Office. 

Old  Sarum  Discovery  of  witness  as  to  the  relative  meaning  of  the  words  “ homines”  and 
« burgenses,”  gathered  from  the  Hundred  Rolls,  as  applicable  to  that  place,  Benson 
4963. 

Ord,  Air.  Craven.  Evidence  concerning  the  sale  of  Records  with  the  effects  of  this  gentle- 
man, supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  Exchequer,  Vincent  1723-1751  ; Cole  4649^4657^ 
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Orders  and  Decrees.  A great  disadvantage  that  orders  and  decrees  now  do  not  contain 
recitals  of  proceedings  on  the  course  necessary  in  discovering  proceedings  in  a charity  suit, 
Freshfield  8097. 

Orders  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  They  were  perfectly  accessible  when  at  the  Mews  at 
Charing  Cross,  Rep.  xiv. 

Ordinationes  Scaccarii.  Select  Committee  1800,  recommend  the  printing  of,  from  the  Red 
Book  of  the  Exchequer,  Cooper  2180. 

Original  Documents.  See  House  of  Lords. 

Osmund,  Saint.  Richness  of  the  ecclesiastical  Records  at  Salisbury,  beginning  with  a 
Chartulary  of  Saint  Osmund,  first  Norman  bishop  of  that  diocese,  BeJison  4975. 

Oioen,  Mr.  A.  Completing  the  new  edition  of  Welsh  laws  ; terms  for  remuneration  ; satis- 
factory state  of  the  work,  Cooper  2167 FI  is  remuneration  as  editor,  Cooper  2857. 

P. 

Paddington.  Instance  of  witness  being  employed  as  to  some  charity  lands  at  Paddington ; 
indexes  not  searched  on  account  of  fees,  Hewlett  762. 

Painted  Chamber.  See  Close  Rolls. 

Paisley.  See  Cartularies. 

Palatinate.  A valuable  correspondence  relating  to  the  palatinate,  from  the  royal  library  a 
Munich,  in  Appendix  (B.)  to  Rymer,  Cooper  2191. 

Palgrave,  Sir  F.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Sub-commissioners  of  Record  Board,  4115 

And  keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  treasury  of  the  Exchequer  deposited  at  the 

Chapter  Flouse,  4115,  411b" History  of  the  office  can  be  carried  back  to  the  time 

of  Canute,  4118 Narrative  of  witness’s  connexion  with  the  former  and  present 

Board,  4121-4164 Reasons  for  witness’s  forming  the  plan  for  publishing  the  Par- 
liamentary writs,  412I' Appointment  of  witness  to  the  Chapter  Flouse;  interview 

with  Lord  Grey ; agreementas  to  salary,  4138 Nature  of  duties,  4139-4160 Duties 

to  Record  Commission,  4161-4164. 

(Second  Examination.) — Inconvenience  of  the  office  at  the  Chapter  House;  want  of 

accommodation,  4302 Reduction  of  fees  at  Chapter  House  for  legal  inquiries;  no 

fees  to  historical  inquirers,  4303 Evidence  as  to  work  done  for  Commission  under 

the  new  Board,  4304 No  editing  foreign  correspondence  at  the  Tower,  4305 The 

Curia  Regis,  4305 Inedited  documents  relating  to  the  History  of  Scotland,  4325 

Opinion  of  witness  that  an  Act  ought  to  be  passed,  enacting  that  every  work 

printed  by  the  Commission  ought  to  be  received  in  evidence,  4329 Has  printed  three 

volumes  of  the  ancient  calendars  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer ; indexes  in  press ; 
prefaces  in  preparation,  4329  Printed  at  the  special  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
missioners, 4334 Nature  of  the  guild  certificates  published,  4334-4336 Witness 

found  Chapter  House,  on  his  appointment,  in  an  extremely  neglected  state,  4337 

Arrangement  of  Records,  4340. 

Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber,  and  of  the  Court  of  Requests  are  merely 

tied  up  in  bundles,  which  contain  papers  and  parchments  of  all  sizes,  4343 Letter  to 

Mr.  Spearman  from  witness,  stating  details  as  to  Records  in  Chapter  Flouse,  4344 

Witness  removed  all  obstacles  as  to  making  searches  directly  he  became  appointed, 

4346 Witness  considered  his  holding  the  office  of  Corporation  Commissioner  as  not 

interfering  with  the  discharge  of  his  other  duties,  4348-4350 Witness’s  occupation 

for  the  Board  during  the  time  he  was  a Corporation  Commissioner,  4351-4358 

Want  of  arrangement  of  materials  impeded  witness  during  his  progress  in  collating  and 

printing  the  Parliamentary  Writs,  4359-4362 Witness  knows  of  no  school  of  young 

transcribers,  4365 Has  educated  young  men  whom  he  has  taken  from  Christ’s  Hos- 
pital, 4365 Evidence  as  to  expediency  of  a new  Record  Office;  the  first  work  to  be 

performed  should  be  arranging  and  binding  the  Records ; any  money  laid  out  in  building- 
before  that  process  would  not  be  laid  out  to  so  much  advantage  as  if  expended  after- 
wards, 4366. 

(Third  Examination.) — Extent  to  which  witness  has  been  in  the  practice  of  consulting 
and  advising  with  the  Commissioners  on  the  progress  of  works,  so  as  to  obtain  their 
opinions  and  assistance,  5258 The  publications  of  the  Commission,  taking  them  alto- 

gether, disclose  a mass  of  information  which  is  unrivalled  in  literature,  as  a collection  of 

documents  illustrating  the  history  of  the  country,  5265 The  Commission  has  exercised 

a sound  discretion  in  its  choice  of  publications,  5266 Extent  to  which  Commissioners 

have  exercised  a sound  discretion  in  their  choice  of  editors,  5267 — , — Works  which  have 
been  published  under  the  authority  of  the  Commission  are  works  which  could  not  have 
been  undertaken  by  booksellers  as  matters  of  private  speculation,  or  by  associated  book- 
sellers, 5268 They  could  have  been  printed  in  no  way  but  at  the  public  expense, 

5269 Reasons  why  witness  approves  of  the  plan  of  printing  with  the  contractions, 

which  affords  great  protection  against  the  errors  of  transcribers,  5270-5272 Correc- 

tions of  former  evidence  and  explanations  as  to  witness’s  employment  at  the  Tower  and 
Chapter  House ; also  during  the  time  witness  was  a Corporation  Commissioner,  5272. 

Palgrave,  Sir  F.  Evidence  concerning  his  Essay  on  Origin  of  Equitable  Jurisdiction, 

Cooper  2644 Among  the  most  competent  of  the  editors  employed  by  the  Board,  Cooper 

0.33.  i 3 2658 
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Pdgrave,  Sir  F.  continued.  , keeper  of  the  Chapter  House  Records,  Cooper 

|fe  ?OTmeTe”Sged  in  arranging  Tower  Records,  now  appointed  keeper  of  Chapter 

-Pvnlanations  of  former  evidence  as  to  witness  s employ- 
House  Recoils,  Coop* r 33  g P • also  during  the  time  witness  was  a Corporation 

ment  at  the  Tower  and  Chapter  Ho  ^ hirrfas  editor  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs 

Commissioner  Pdgrave  5272  Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of 

the  Board  M°His  Maj^styd ^Commissioners  on  Pnhlic  Records,  relative  to  his  salary, 

^fefalsuCJ  apter  Borne.  Corporation  Commission.  Parliamentary  Writs.  Tower. 

D 7 rpj  nnlvsis  of  his  Evidence.)— Chief  clerk  of  the  Record  Office  at  the  Rolls 

PChanefsM?*i  Only  improvement  which  has  taken  place  has  been  in  repairing  the 
Chapel,  01 99  ni,thoritv  of  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners,  6202,  6203—— Repairs 
which  have  been  effected  under  their  superintendence,  6204— —Upon  describing  the 

naT  °md^  contain  only°ke 

names  of  persons,  which  gives  inconvenience  to  Partie%™^^ 

and  dates  6213 Fee  for  examining  an  Inquisition  post  Mortem  is  bs.  Kcl.,  b-15  . 

The  fee  customary  and  recommended  to  be  allowed  by  Commissioners  for  exam, nmg  into 

, .c  if  pni,rfc  nf  inslire  6216 Extracts  are  not  allowed,  0210. 

Fe'e  ^aS  fof  examining  the  indexes,  6219 The  indexes  are  the  property  of  the 

tmbhc  on  mvment  of  fees,  6^0,  6221 On  a proper  introduction,  literary  inquirers  are 

allowed  accels  to  the  Records  gratuitously,  6225— All  Privy  Se&l  warrants  and  signed 
Bills,  from  Henry  VII.,  with  chasms,  to  the  present  time,  623  Descdot  on 

bat  not1  in  such  a state  of  arrangement  as  to  be  found  immediately,  6232— --description 
which  the  Patent  Rolls,  Close  Ro s.  Fine  RoUs,  Con- 
fiscation Rolls,  Parliament  Rolls  and  Decree  Rolls,  Miscellaneo^ 

r2ab Description  of  the  nature  of  the  documents  called  Miscellaneous,  O24S 

Evidence  exffianffory  of  the  mode  in  which  Records  bound  in  volumes  are  removed  for 
copying  and  replaced  without  any  injury,  6252. 

Palmer,  Mr.  Principal  clerk  at  Rolls  Chapel  Record  Office,  who  is  superintending  the 
operations  under  the  Commission  in  that  office.  Cooper  2(34. 

Paragraphical  Booh.  Sums  expended  by  the  Commissioner!  is  “f ^ounfTf 

phical  books  in  all  languages,  App.  771. Is  nearly  complete,  and  has  been  found 

great  use  to  the  young  transcribers,  App.  p.  771 . 

Pamphlet.  Evidence  concerning  the  publication  of  a pamphlet  by  Mr.  Cole,  on  the  subject 
of  the  transference  of  Records  to  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  Protherm i 2104-2108. 

See  also  British  Museum.  Observations  on  Chancery  Proceedings.  Observations  on  the 
State  of  Historical  Literature. 

Pardon, Charles.  (Analysis  of  h»  Evidence.)-Clerkin  the  late loffioeof Clerk  of the 

The  series  called  Great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  is  in  a good  state,  7°43--RueorA  Commis 

sion  have  been  instrumental  in  the  repair  and  better  arrangement  of  that  series,  7044 
Series  now  complete,  from  2 Henry  II.  to  2 William  IV.,  «tlr  »ne  exception,  m, 

l Henry  III  7047 Bad  state  of  the  Rolls  described  in  the  Report  of  1800,  /049 

L— Searches  now  made  for  professional  literary  purposes  7050-7052 Incon- 
venience of  the  depository,  7053-7057—  Mode 1 of  -f^ngnfce  a Somerset  Hw. 

and  Temple,  7058-7083 There  are  no  calendars  at  all,  7084,  7085—  Le0al  cus 

tody' ^onLWeeorfs’wa?  transferred  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  the 

7087 General  unarranged  state  of  Records,  709a State  of  the  Crown  leases  un 

arranged ; to  look  through  the  whole  when  one  is  wanted,  7097-7101  Woik  of 

arrangement  was  stopped  m abolition  of  the  Pipe  Office  m 1833,  7082 p.fferenoes  of 

opinion  between  secretary  to  the  Record  Commission  and  King  s Remembiancer,  as  to 
mode  of  remuneration  for  transcribing  the  Pipe  Roll,  7105-7107. 

Panton,  Mr.  Employment  of  Mr.  Panton  on  the  Pipe  Records,  Cooper  1 57,11 48. 

Papal  Bulls.  Have  only  a very  brief  calendar,  Cooper  1081. 

Pardon  Rolls.  Have  neither  calendar  nor  index.  Cooper  1081. 


Paris.  See  Royal  Archives. 

Parke  Mr.  Baron.  He  has  never  directed  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  any  such  office  as 

the  Exchequer  of  Pleas,  though  one  of  the  Commissioners,  Rep.  xix. -Letter  from 

him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  20th  June  1836,  respecting  the  constitution  ot  the  Record 
Board,  App.  p.  871. 

Parlies,  Joseph.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness  does  not  think  that  Reoords  are 
' properly  accessible  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Hanaper  Office,  Chancery  Offices,  or  Tower, 

4374.4375 Searchers  have  a right  to  complain  of  the  want  of  personal  access  to 

indexes  ; heavy  charges  for  searches  and  expense  of  transcripts,  4376 -Witness  otten 

put  to  the  expense  of  whole  copy  when  extract  would  have  been  sufficient  4377— 

• Great  grievance  in  the  expense;  great  facility  with  regard  to  time,  m discovering 

documents 
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Parkes,  Joseph.  (Analysis  of  liis  Evidence) — continued. 

documents  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  4380 In  cases  affecting  ancient  municipal  rights, 

inconvenience  of  expense  very  much  felt,  4381 Much  litigation  might  be  prevented  if 

ready  access  were  afforded  to  all  Records,  4383 Useful  if  the  Record  Commission, 

instead  of  publishing  many  of  .their  works,  had  printed  the  indexes  of  the  several  offices, 

4383 Greatest  service  that  the  Record  Commission  could  render  the  country,  in  an 

historical  point  of  view,  would  be,  to  provide  better  and  ample  catalogues  of  the  Records, 

4385 Fees  of  two  or  three  offices  often  paid  from  want  of  knowledge  of  the  real 

depository,  4385. 

Records  in  the  Rolls  Chapel  very  accessible,  4386 A most  valuable  object  of  the 

Commission  should  have  been  some  years  since  to  have  published  extracts  from  ancient 

charters,  and  entire  prints  of  all  governing  charters,  4387 Witness  of  opinion  that 

building  a Record  depository  is  of  paramount  importance ; would  greatly  diminish  the 

expense  of  seeking  Records,  4388 Sir  Francis  Palgrave’s  employment  as  Corporation 

Commissioner;  duties  and  remuneration,  4391-4411 Matter  of  great  regret  that 

Commission  did  not  publish  the  Statutes  in  a cheaper  form,  4412 Parliamentary 

Writs  and  Chancery  Rolls  should  also  have  been  printed  and  circulated  more  cheaply, 

4412 Utility  of  these  works  much  lessened  by  reference,  4413 More  good  might 

have  been  done  with  the  sums  expended : building  should  have  been  erected,  indexes 
been  published,  and  free  access  to  Records  given,  4413. 

P arliament.  Insists  always  on  original  documents  being  produced.  Record  officers  charge 
a guinea  for  each  Record  taken  to  either  House  of  Parliament,  Rep.xxv;  Hewlett  738; 
Illingworth  885. And  the  expense  as  if  the  document  had  been  copied,  Hewlett  742. 

Parliament,  Burning  of  the  Houses  of.  See  Augmentation  Office,  4. 

Parliament.  See  Modus  Tenendi  Parliamentum.  Returns  to  Parliament. 

Parliament  Office.  Judging  from  the  return  made  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  December  17, 
1832,  it  would  appear  that  the  contents  of  this  office  are  well  ascertained  and  arranged ; 
Cooper p.  671 . 

Parliament  Rolls.  Are  to  be  found  at  the  Chapter-house,  Tower  and  King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s, Cole  4762. 

Parliamentary  Survey.  See  Ecclesiastical  Survey. 

Parliamentary  Writs.  Reasons  for  witness’s  forming  the  plan  for  publishing  the  Parliamentary 

Writs,  Palgrave  4121 Evidence  concerning  the  publication  of  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 

Hunter  3190-3197,  3234 Committee  appointed  to  consider  expediency  of  continuing 

Parliamentary  Writs,  Cooper  7706,7715. Witness  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Report, 

Cooper  7707 Effort  of  the  secretary  to  stop  the  plan  of  the  work,  Nicolas  3901 

Work  suspended  from  want  of  funds.  Cooper  2624 Want  of  arrangement  of  materials 

impeded  witness  during  his  progress  in  collecting  and  printing  the  Parliamentary  Writs, 

Palgrave  4359-4362 Should  have  been  printed  and  published  in  a cheaper  form, 

Parhes  4412 Contain  an  immense  mine  of  historical  information,  Gurney  5085 

Alphabetical  digest  is  of  the  greatest  possible  convenience,  Gurney  5088 Work  ought 

to  be  carried,  down  to  the  present  time,  Gurney  5097. 

Value  of  this  work,  Stapleton  5149 Work  should  be  continued,  leaving  out  alpha- 
betical digest,  Stapleton  5152— — Work  of  the  greatest  utility,  Kempe  6193 Witness’s 

opinion  of  this  work  ; no  person  can  doubt  the  utility  and  value  of  this  work,  Allen  7421 

Contain  a vast  many  details  and  specific  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  country 

in  those  periods  to  which  they  relate,  Hallam  7579 This  publication  would  have 

contained  much  matter  since  brought  to  light  if  Records  had  been  more  arranged  before 

publication,  Cole  7911 Witness  considers  the  work  on  Parliamentary  Writs  the  most 

useless  work  the  Commission  have  published,  Grimaldi  6615 Witness  did  not  mean 

to  imply  that  the  Parliamentary  Writs  might  not  be  useful  to  the  general  student  in 
historical  literature  or  constitutional  history,  Grimaldi  6629. 

The  publication  of  this  work  has  removed  several  doubts  respecting  the  rights  of 

the  baronage  and  .the  constitution  of  Parliament,  Lingard  App.  Q.  13,  p.  730 

Editorial  and  other  charges  incurred  by  the  Record  Commission  in  preparing  this  work 
for  publication,  8tc.,  App.  768,  769. 

Patent  Rolls  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Index. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Manner  in  which  they  are  kept  in  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Rep.  x. Imperfect  calendars  to, 

formed  by  the  late  Commission,  Rep.xx Edited  by  Mr.  Hardy;  work  now  suspended 

on  account  of  debts  of  Commission,  partly  on  account  of  difference  between  witness 

and  Mr.  H.  as  to  remuneration,  Cooper  2615-2622 Evidence  as  to  printing  a Patent 

Roll  twice,  Cooper  1900-1904;  Hardy  3678,3679;  Hunter  6301- — -On  comparing 
Patent  Rolls  as  published  with  the  manuscript,  witness  has  not  discovered  the  variation 
of  a letter,  Grimaldi  6525 Are  to  be  found  in  the  Tower,  Rolls  Chapel  and  Chapter 

0.33.  i 4 House, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[Record 


Potent  h mblishod  by  a Record  Commission  than  by,  a-,  private  club. 

House,  Cofe476a  _2williogness  with  which  the  country  would  see  these  Rolls 

or  individual,  Tytler  W3  „ JL-Thiswork  executed  in  a most  satisfactory  manner,, 

printed,  Tytler  4567 , Nicolas  4£ 1 9 opinion  of  the  value  of  these  Rolls,  Bruce 

. v,S. Witness  entertains  a ^ ^ mamlel.  which 

■ the  pul^cations^are  offered  to  the  public ; price  demanded  for  witness’.  General  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Patent  Rolls,  Hardy  6090. 

2.  Index.  indexed.  Coaver  1081 Evidence  concerning  state  of 

What  exten  ca Badness  of  the  calendar  to  these  Rolls  published  by  former 

rndeXli ^dSardv  6997 ; Roberts  7011 Patent  Rolls  could  be  calendared,  for  9,666.4 

Hardy  3619 ‘Value  of  calendar  to  these  Rolls,  Stevenson  3816. 

3 Payers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Information  respecting  the  nature  of  the  grievances  which  called  forth  the  resistance 
of  the  Barons  under  John,  to  be  obtained  from  a perusal  of  them,  Lmgard,  App.  Q.i a 
°J  yoo— -—Suin' paid  in  preparing  this  work  for  press,  App.  p.  778  —ft me  and  cost  of 
estimate  of  calendaring  the  Patent  Rolls,  App.  p.  905,  908. 

Payments.  Instances  in  which  witness  has  had  recourse  to  the  Board  for  directions  as  to 
payment,  Cooper  7781. 

See  also  King’s  Printer.  Remuneration. 

-0  7 E-  • - A,  DitsharH  rr.nl  John  As  each  of  these  is  a distinct  instrument,  there  is  a 
PedeSJ^TL  some  of  them  may  have  strayed  from  their  proper  depository,  and  so  be 
unknown^;  but  the  probability  is  small,  and  the  number  (supposing  it  to  be  so)  cannot  be 
great,  Cooper  p.  670. 

Pedigree.  See  Early  Fines. 

Peer, tee  Cases.  Evils  of  the  fees  charged  in  Peerage  cases,  Rep.  xxiv. 
fee  also  Braye  Peerage.  Vaux  Peerage. 

Pell  Office: 

1.  Arrangement. 

2.  Fees. 

8.  Index. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  tlie  Committee. 

1.  Arrangement. 

Confused  state  of  the  Records;  arrangement  taking  place  under  the  superintendence 

nf  Mr  F Devon  Rep.  xvii. The  present  Commission  has  taken  part  as  to  the 

this  officeP Cooper  252 Control  of  the  Pell  Office  under,, Sir  J.  Newport; 

™ o augfng’paid^ ^ Treasury  aud  Stationer,  Office  Cooper  ^--Superin- 

tended by  Mr.  Devon,  Cooper  189  —Confusion  of  Records  on  Sir  J.  Newports  appomt- 
Sen fi&L  72SO,  7-280— The  Records  in  this  office  are  now  being  arranged,  and  their 

i L n r.ppyto i npfl  Conner  v.  671 Deposit  of  Records,  Cooper  1240 ; Eden  7268  • 

Employmentof  Mr.  Devon ; arrangement  now  going  on.  Cooper  1241  ; Eden  7274,  7275 

—Attendance  of  Mr.  Devon,  Eden  7798,  7800 Application  to  Record  Commission; 

appointment  of  Mr.  Devon,  Eden  7270,  7286 two  volumes  have  been  published  by 

Mr.  Devon,  Eden  7278 

2.  Fees. 

Ho  fees  charged.  Cooper  1247-1253 As  far  as  arranged.  Records  accessible  without 

payment  of  fees,  Eden  7274>  7275* 

3.  Index. 

There  are  neither  calendars  nor  indexes ; Mr.  Devon  is  making  a catalogue,  Rep.  xxii. 

-One-third  of  Records  arranged ; they  will  take  four  years  to  finish,  Eden  7290—  IS  0 

index  cun  be  made  till  the  work  of  arrangement  is  done,  Eden 

Mr.  Devon;  arrangement  now  going  on;  catalogues  forming  by  Mr.  Devon,  Coope 
1247-1253. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Arrangement  made  for  having  the  Records  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells  cleaned,  sorted, 
repaired  and  catalogued  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board,  App.  p.  003. 

Peninsular  War , History  of.  The  publications  of  the  Record  Board  could  not  supply  any 
material  for  this  publication,  Southey,  App.  Q.  9-12.  p.  731. 

Pension.  Suppression  of  portion  of  a letter  written  by  witness  on  the  subject  of  an  income 

of  500 1.  being  allowed  to  Mr.  Caley,  Protheroe  1325 Wrong  done  in  amn0  ■ 

Caley  500 1.  per  annum,  Protheroe  1523-1529 Government  of  France  allows  pensions 

to  literary  men  of  merit,  which  are  submitted  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  Crarwe;  4o»o. 
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Perambulation  Rolls.  Extent  to  which  calendars  or  indexes  are  made.  Cooper  1081. 

Pertz,  Mr.  See  Germany. 

Peter  Le  Neve.  See  Le  Neve. 

Petit,  Mr.  Louis  Hayes.  Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Cooper,  dated  lx  June  1836,  respecting 
the  constitution  of  the  present  Record  Board,  App.  p.  870. 

See  also  Hallam  and  Petit. 

Petrie,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records  in  the  Tower, 

3387 Date  of  commencing  the  work  of  editing  Materials  for  the  History  of  Britain^ 

3389 Nature  of  communications  which  passed  between  witness  and  the  Board  on  the 

subject  of  suspending  the  work,  3406-3418 Origin  of  the  work;  meeting  at  Lord 

Spencer’s;  application  to  Parliament,  3419-3423 Searches  for  materials,  by  witness, 

on  the  continent,  3425 Witness  had  no  communication  with  the  Board  as  to  being 

supplied  with  information,  3427 No  co-operation  between  witness  and  secretary;  not 

aware  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  collecting  information  for  materials  for  History  on  tlie  con- 
tinent, 3430-3441 Witness  not  aware  that  a new  edition  of  Froissart  was  to  be  printed 

by  the  Commission,  3442 Nor  that  a volume  had  been  prepared,  containing  a collection 

of  old  Anglo-Saxon  poems,  3446 Evidence  concerning  a poem,  “ De  Bello  Hustin- 

gensi,”  printed  by  witness,  and  reprinted,  apparently  with  witness’s  emendations,  in 
Appendix  (C.),  3455-3467- 

Copies  of  witness’s  work  in  the  press  been  sent  abroad ; unfairness  of  the  step,  3470 

Former  historians  have  been  less  successful  in  writing  their  histories  than  they  might 

otherwise  have  been,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  collections  for  materials,  3472 

Desirable  that  a more  accurate  history  should  be  written  than  we  at  present  possess, 
3474 A person  capable  of  undertaking  the  task  would  labour  under  great  disadvan- 
tages from  the  absence  of  such  a work,  3475,  3487 Doubts  as  to  whether  desirable 

to  place  different  periods  in  different  hands,  3477 Witness’s  plan  for  collecting 

materials  for  history  printed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Record  Commission,  without  his 

consent  or  knowledge,  3491-3492 Record  Office  at  the  Tower  open  to  copying  at 

all  times  to  Commission,  to  any  extent,  3499 Tower  Records  well  arranged,  3503 

— -—Calendars  not  so  good  as  they  could  be,  3505 Employment  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave 

and  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  Tower,  3506-3514 Witness  declines  giving  any  opinion 

on  publications  of  Commission,  not  having  examined  them  sufficiently  to  form  a notion 
of  their  value,  3518. 

Petrie,  Mr.  Employment  at  the  Tower,  Cooper  1044 Calendars  formed  by  Mr.  Petrie, 

Cooper  1086 Proper  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Petrie  in  refusing  leave  to  copy  Records 

without  order  of  the  Board,  Protkeroe  1310 Editor  of  the  work  on  British  history, 

in  conjunction  with  Rev.  J.  Sharp,  Cooper  2165 Annual  report  from  him,  dated 

17  April  1835,  respecting  the  works  at  the  Tower,  from  March  1834  to  March  1835, 
App,  p.  877 Letter  from  him  to  Charles  Buller,  Esq.  m.  p.,  dated  6 March  1836,  re- 

lating to  the  transcription  and  publication  of  Records  in  his  custody,  App.  p.  877. 

See  also  Britain,  Materials  for  History  of. 

Petty  Bag  Office.  A full  return  has  been  received  by  the  Board  from  this  office,  Cooper  261 

Search  of  witness  in  the  Petty  Bag  Office;  nature  of  documents  in  this  office; 

indexes;  amount  of  fees  demanded  for  searching,  Hewlett  757-766 Witness’s  opinion 

that  Commission  could  not  have  done  better  than  make  calendars  to  these  documents, 

and  lessen  expense  of  searching,  Hewlett  767 Evidence  concerning  Charity  Records 

deposited  in  this  office;  fees  paid,  8tc.,  Cooper  1823-1827 Building  of  the  office  in 

the  Rolls’  yard;  the  expense  was  defrayed  out  of  the  Suitors’  Fund  ; room  were  Records 
kept  fire-proof;  there  are  tolerable  calendars  and  indexes,  Cooper  1823. 

Phillips,  Sir  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Engaged  in  archeeological  pursuits, 

and  collecting  historical  MSS,  7.476 Engaged  in  topographical  researches,  which 

could  not  be  prosecuted  without  a knowledge  of  the  national  archives,  7478 

Want  of  arrangement  among  Records  inconvenient  for  topographical  inquirers,  7485 

Want  of  indexes  and  catalogues  a great  impediment,  7486 And  the  high  fees  in 

certain  offices,  7487 Distribution  of  Records  in  different  parts  of  London,  inconvenience 

of  literary  inquirers  and  persons  making  searches  for  legal  purposes,  7491 Two  first 

volumes  of  calendars  to  Inquisitiones  post  M ortem,  not  accurate,  7492 Witness’s  know- 
ledge of  the  Chapter  House ; calendar  of  Pedes  Finium  is  very  good,  7493 Good  state 

of  Records  at  the  Augmentation  Office;  they  are  better  classed  and  more  accessible  than 
formerly,  7504. 

Has  found  the  greatest  difficulty  of  access  at  the  Rolls  on  account  of  the  extremely 

high  fees,  7506 Publication  of  such  Records  as  the  Close  Patent  and  Pipe  Rolls 

is  highly  expedient,  7512 Sale  of  such  works  as  Records  not  likely  to  induce  any 

booksellers  to  undertake  the  work,  7514 Absolutely  necessary  that  Government 

should  undertake,  at  the  public  expense,  the  publication  of  Records,  7515 Works 

formerly  not  sufficiently  examined  and  collated  with  the  originals  by  the  editors,  7516 

Print  the  Records  and  let  the  public  make  indexes  if  they  want  them,  7518 

Volumes  ought  to  be  very  low  priced,  7322— — No  expense  should  be  spared  till  all 

0.33.  k were 
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Phillips;  Sir  Timms.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— confiimei. 

' nublished  7gu3 There  has  been  a material  improvement  in  the  publications 

weie  puDusucu,  /o  o nr^cprit  Commission,  57520 Inaccuracies  discovered 

issuing  ^ &&  de  Neville,  76u9_Eve,y 

doelmenfthat  can  be  obtained  ?or  the  Fcedera  should  be  procured;  approves  of  the 
foreign  researches  carried  on  for  ftat  |urp  > 753  ’ ^Record  Commissioner’s  publications 

Evidence  concerning  thefts  ^ ^ ^ Qf  ^ tra„sfef  of  Records 

of  fte  CoPuTof7|achequer  to  Westminster  Hall,  7550— Loss  of  Records  at  the  fire  of 

Ae  Houses  of  Parliament,  7550 The  present  Commissioners  have  changed  the  form 

of  their  works'  from  folio  to  octavo,  but  not  made  a corresponding  reduction  in  price, 

°*  „ es6a Majority  of  the  works  of  the  last  Commission  are  far  superior  to 

those  of  the  former  Commission,  7565 Some  are  exceedingly  inaccurate,  owing  to 

ffie  incompetency  of  the  editors,  7566 Calendars  of  many  Records  have  not  been 

nubl  shed;  those  of  the  Placita  and  Fines,  7567 Series  of  Records  should  be  pub- 

Sd  but  no  selection,  7574 If  calendars  are  printed,  the  Records  ought  to  go  on 

simultaneously,  7577 If  Records  were  published  with  good  indexes,  calendars  not 

necessary  for  the  public,  only  useful  to  the  offices,  7577. 

Pickerine  Mr.  Evidence  as  to  purchase  of  Exchequer  Records,  Cooper  1007  ; Cole  4649 
—Records  belonging  to  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office  in  his  possession  ; steps  taken 
to  recover  them,  Cooper  1225-1227. 

Pinkerton,  Mr.  His  opinion  of  the  extent  to  which  ancient  authorities  should  be  quoted 
in  any  work  intended  to  be  complete  on  English  history,  Cooper  2163. 

Pipe  Office: 

1.  State  of  Records. 

2.  Bad  state  of  the  Office. 

3.  Fees. 

4.  Indexes. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  State  of  Records. 

Cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  arrangement  of  Records  in  the  Pipe  Office,  Rep.  Xu. 

nf  Records  at  Cooper  154- The  present  Commission  has  taken  part  -in  the 

“rf ’of Z offiS;  Cooper  ^—Suspension  of  work  at  owrngjo 
demand  of  Si.  instead  of  4i.  for  transcribing,  Cooper  178  ; Ponton  7105  7107 
Arrangements  as  to  transcribing  and  remunerating  at  the  Pipe  Office,  ^tempted  between 
witness  and  secretary  to  Record  Commission,  but  failed,  Vincent  S»te 

of  Records  at  this  office  very  good,  Vincent  17°* Discontinuance  of  work  by  Com- 

mission at  Pipe  Office,  in  consequence  of  arrangements  with  King  s Remembrancer, 

^^neral^uuarrarige^^tate^of^the^Riicords,  Panton  709a— Work  of  arrangement 

stopped  on  abolition  of  the  Pipe  Office,  Panton  700a -Searches  can  be  made  for 

literary  and  professional  purposes,  Panton  7050-7050— Mode  of  searching  office  at 
Someiset  House  and  Temple,  Panton  7058-7083— Documents  relating  to  the  manor 
of  Tywanihale,  in  Cornwall,  found  among  the  Records,  CoZe  4773 

Rolls  is  complete  from  ad  Henry  II.  to  the  present  time  excepting  the  Rolls  of  1st 
Henry  III.  and  7th  Henry  IV.,  and  is  kept  in  a state  of  perfect  arrangement.  The  othei 
Records  of  this  office,  owing  to  their  extremely  inconvenient  depository,  and  the  little 
inquiry  made  after  them,  are  not  well  arranged,  Cooper  672. 

2.  Badness  of  the  Office. 

Evidence  concerning  dampness  in  the  Pipe  Rolls,  Rep.  xi.  Coope?'  231  ——Removal 
of  Pipe  Rolls  from  vaults  in  Somerset  House,  Cooper  233 Difficulty  of  finding  Re- 
cords very  great,  Hardy  3643 Vaults  in  which  kept,  damp  and  unwholesome.  Hardy 

0644 -Inconvenience  of  depository,  Panton  7053-7057 — -Bad  state  of  Records  at 

the  Pipe  Office ; consequences  of  the  changes  from  dry  to  damp  in  the  depositoiy  at 
Somerset  House,  Cole  4770. 

3.  Fees. 

Evidence  as  to  fees,  Cooper  1805 Situation  of  the  Pipe  Office  bad;  the  only 

office  at  which  witness  has  dared  to  pay  fees,  Gage  5114 Regulations  as  to  amount  o 

fees  to  be  charged  by  this  office,  Cooper,  p.  215. 

4.  Index. 

There  are  no  calendars.  Rep.  xxi.  Panton  7084,  7085. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Expenses  of  sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Records  at  this  office 
App.  p.  771 State  of  the  Records  deposited  in  the  Pipe  Office,  App.  p.  802. 

See  also  Crown  Leases.  Pipe 
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Pipe  Rolls.  Damp  state  of  those  in  the  vaults  of  Somerset  House,  Rep.  xi. There  are 

no  calendars  or  indexes.  Rep.  xxi. Series  not  complete,  some  of  the  early  Rolls 

missing,  but  some,  supposed  to  be  lost,  recovered,  Protlieroe  1641 This  work  sus- 
pended for  want  of  funds.  Cooper  2624 Evidence  concerning  the  Pipe  Rolls,  Protheroe 

1043 W ltness’s  opinion,  that  it  was  more  advisable  to  print  the  Pipe  Rolls  of  Kino- 

John  than  to  pursue  transcripts  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Stevenson  3772 To  be  found  in  th? 

Chapter  Ho,*,  P,pe  Office  Pell  Office,  Cole  476s— On  IlL,  of  p„WicTo„  mo™ 

adapted  to  a Record  Board  than  to  a club  or  individual,  Tytler  4273 -Willingness  with 

which  the  country  would  have  these  Rolls  printed,  Tytler  4567. 

Importance  of  these  Rolls,  Stapleton  51.48 Value  of  their  publication.  Madden 

5402;  Allen  7409-7423;  Phillips  7512 Are  extremely  important,  both  to  general 

history  ana  topography,  and  very  serviceable  to  the  genealogist,  $llis  5557 Publication 

of  the  I ipe  Rolls,  a proper  measure;  right  date  established  by  Mr.  Hunter  ; of  import- 

™ce,  tV!?ve  !t  accurately  dated,  Bruce  5908-5912 A very  important  publication, 

lay  lor  0105  -Examination  as  to  nature  of  publication,  and  value  of  Pipe  Rolls,  Allen 
/3  1~7397~~  The  series  called  Great  Rolls  of  the  Pipe  in  a good  state.  Panton  7043 
~ Kecord  Commission  have  been  instrumental  in  the  repairs  and  better  arrangement  of 

that  series,  Panton  7044 Series  now  complete  from  2 Henry'll,  to  2 Will.  IV.  with 

one  exception,  1st  Henry  III.,  Panton  7047. 

Sums  paid  for  transcription  of  the  Roll,  printing,  paper,  compilation  and  editorship, 
App  p 863 Pr°CeedmgS  taken  by the  Board  t0  §et  them  placed  in  proper  order,  &c., 


Pitcairn,  Mr.  Principal  person  employed  under  witness  in  the  abridgement  of  the  register 
ot  the  great  seal ; his  claim  to  remuneration  recognized  by  the  present  Board,  Thomson 
3823  Committee  appointed  to  consider  his  case,  Cooper  7725-7789. 

Placita  Corona:.  Witness  much  struck  with  this  publication  inserted  in  Curias  Regis,  made 
during  the  itinera  of  the  Judges  in  Eyre,  Benson  4973. 

Placitorum  Abbreviatio.  Witness  derived  much  assistance  from  the  Placitorum  Abbreviatio 
in  a work  he  published,  Stephen  6775. 

Plea  Rolls.  Have  neither  index  nor  calendar.  Cooper  1041. 

Pleadings  on  Petition  of  Right.  Are  kept  among  the  Miscellaneous  Records  at  the  Rolls 
Chapel,  Palmer  6248. 


Poor  and  Charities.  Important  collection  of  documents  relating  to  poor  and  charities ; 
expenses  of  searching  the  index,  Hewlett  759-763. 

Portfolio . See  Binding. 

Portland,  Duke  of.  Search  made  by  witness  for  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Hewlett  615. 

Portsmouth  Harbour.  A Special  Commission  relative  thereto  sought  for  in  vain,  though 
known  to  exist  or  to  have  existed.  Rep.  xiv. 

Portugal.  Many  documents  found  in  the  Royal  archive  in  Torre  de  Tombo,  at  Lisbon, 

procured  by  the  Commission,  Cooper,  p.  185 Catalogue  of  transcripts  of  documents 

relating  to  English  history,  App.  p.  884,  885. 


Prefaces: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  To  particular  works. 

1.  Generally. 

Prefaces  which  have  appeared  to  the  successive  publications  under  the  Commission 

highly  creditable  to  the  parties,  Hunter  6285 A greater  degree  of  critical  excellence  in 

the  prefaces  and  illustrations  that  have  accompanied  the  recent  publications,  as  compared 
with  former  works,  Merivale  6397.  1 

2.  To  particular  works. 

Valuable  information  contained  in  the  prefaces  of  the  Close  Rolls  and  Privy  Council 
books,  Bruce  5916, 5917 — —Preface  to  the  Chancellor’s  Roll,  written  by  Mr.  Hunter  to 

supply  that  written  by  Mr.  Devon,  Cooper  1899 There  are  very  useful  prefaces  to  the 

catalogue  of  Harleian  MSS,  Cooper  1875— There  are  prefaces  to  the  Cottonian  and 

Lansdowne  catalogues,  Cooper  1875 Evidence  concerning  preface  to  Privy  Council 

volumes,  Nicolas  4219 Evidence  as  to  preface  and  title  page  to  Selections  from 

Exchequer  Records  (printed  as  Agenda),  Protheroe  1658;  Cooper  2681-2687;  Cole 
4590?  Bray  ley  6 380  Prefaces  to  the  Statutes  and  Fcedera;  most  of  the  publica- 

tions of  the  old  Board  have  introductions  or  prefaces.  Cooper  1875— Preface  to  Pipe 

Rolls  written  by  Mr.  Hunter,  Cooper  2577 Dedication  of  preface  of  Close  Rolls  to 

Mr.  Cooper ; surprise  of  Mr.  Protheroe  at  the  work  being  dedicated  to  the  secretary, 

Hardy  3655- 

See  also  Chancellor’s  Roll.  Doomsday  Book. 

G,33-  k 2 Prerogative 
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- rrri  the  most  material  of  the  documents  here 

P33S£S  ^LfpoxZtfbet  perfect  order,  and  are  easily  consultable,  Cooper.,.  670. 

Presents  of  Wo,«s  of  C—e  Wos^/Srt^/3St 
of  works  of  Commission,  Cooper  ?“»9  5 ^ dcmati  g der  8037-8040;  Mere- 

Kecord  Commission,  consuls W books  published  by  the  Record  Commission,  which 
wether  8065-8070- —Ketu,“  “ “ t ‘s  gifts  or  loans  to  any  individuals  or  public 

have,  since  ‘^.'^“ames  of  such  individuSls  or  bodies,  the  titles,  together  with  the 

bodies,  specifying  the  name  * ^ ^ dat(al  at  „hioh  s„ch  present  or  loan 

°f  ‘hOT’  "*** 

See  also  Lingard,  Dr.  Southey,  Hr- 

on  Summary  from  the  minute  books  of  measures  taken  by  the  Board 

P*r7S™?4*W  ReMds,  and  rendering  the  use  of  them  more  convenient  to  the  public, 
App-p-  858-868. 

See  also  Records,  2. 

Price  of  Printing-  See  King’s  Printer.  Printing.  Toler. 

Price  of  Publication  in  price, 

offered  to  the  public , price  em  different  publications  of  the  Record  Board 

*****  * «■ i9’ 

p-  73°- 

Printing  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Authority  of  the  Board  for  Printing. 

3.  Comparative  advantage  of  Printing  and  arranging. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Expens^of^printing  greatly  increased  ^ gQrrections  have1  cost  ^doublethe 

Bees  Le-6383— f »f  «P“ses 

composition,  Rees  5376- Extract  Irom  vantaees  of  the  octavo  form  of  printing, 

his  (Economy  of  Manufactures,  .Rees  5384  publication  as  a substitution  for  the 

Nichols  5873 Superiority  of  the  with  contractions, 

folio,  Meritale  6390 Witness  approves  of ^ ^ 5,70,5272 

which  affords  great  protection  agmnst  the  half  year’s  Patent  Roll,  which  is  ra 

There  has  been  no  Reprint  of  Records  except  atauw  . ^ ^ ^ of  a 

the  Rotuli  Selecti,  Hunter  6301 l^itnes s has  1 P ^ . £ ad  been  printed  before. 

Commissioner  to  reprint  a large  portion  of  matter,  because 
Hunter  6301. 

authorizing  printing  witness  s work,  Coope » 3 Conner  1^6 Authority  under 

■compared  with  the  cost  of  arranging  an  j Coover  1865- Always  thought  it  was 

mission,  Protheroe  1583  ; Cooper  1865. 

3.  Comparative  advantage  of  Printing  and  arranging.  Extent  to 

Should  be  made  subordinate  to  |;.^w 

which  printing  should  be  carried;  transcripts  w transcriptions  ^ for  perpetuation, 

Slug  bee?  Spumed,  *■« 

Analysis  of  accoun(s,showing  expenditure  upon 1 c as  g, ^ | ’wilh  thecost  of  arrang- 

Records,  Cooperf78o8—— Cause  of  expense  of  pun  0,  P e(j  publication  to  arrange- 

ing  and  methodizing,  Cooper  136-  Advisable  to  h 1 P ^/carried  too  far,  Hunter 

ment,  Protheroe  S arrangement  of 

3186- How  far  Records  might  be  printed  without  waiting  foi  the  hmu  a 3 each 

all,  Httnier  3188-3190 Opinion  as  to  arrangement  01  publication  P S 

other,  Hunter  3252.  A portion 
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Printing  : — 3.  Comparative  advantage  of  printing  and  arranging — continued. 

A portion  of  the  public  money  could  not  be  more  judiciously  expended  than  on  the 
subject  of  the. Record  Commission;  printing  Records,  calendars,  and  arranging  Records, 

should  go  on  together,  Nichols  5874 Print  Records,  let  Public  make  indexes  if  they 

want  them,  Phillips  7518 Printing  and  calendaring  should  go  on  simultaneously, 

Phillips  7577 Arrangement  and  printing  should  be  gradually  proceeded  with,  Gurney 

5233 Arrangement  and  publication  should  go  on  at  the  same  time.  Gage  5075,  5076 

Witness  would  be  sorry  to  see  the  publication  suspended  till  the  Records  were  all 

arranged,  Gage  5077 How  far  arranging  and  preserving  Records  should  have  been 

a primary  object  with  the  Record  Commission,  Merivale  57512 No  objection  to  the 

operation  of  arranging  and  printing  going  on  simultaneously,  Merivale  5764 Witness 

thinks  that  after  certain  steps  have  been  taken  as  to  arranging  Records,  calendaring 

might  commence  before  all  money  was  expended  in  arranging,  Grimaldi  6551 

Arranging,  repairing  and  calendaring  are  objects  which  the  Commission  should  have 
attended  to  before  printing  any  of  the  Records,  Grimaldi  6553 Better  to  have  calen- 

dared and  arranged  documents  at  the  Chapter  House  than  to  have  printed,  Grimaldi 

6554- 

Many  Records  in  the  tower  in  perfect  order,  of  which  calendars  should  be  printed 

either  simultaneously  or  before  other  Records  are  arranged,  Grimaldi  6555-6559 

After  Records  are  calendered,  desirable  that  they  should  be  p-inted,  Tytler  4279 

Could  never  be  carried  to  such  an  extent,  on  account  of  expense,  as  to  enable  an  his- 
torical inquirer  to  dispense  with  researches  among  original  documents,  Tytler  4282 

Judging  from  the  works  the  Record  Commission  have  printed,  they  have  been  led  into 

error  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  calendars  and  catalogues,  Tytler  4285, 4286 No 

other  mode  of  making  Records  generally  accessible  than  by  printing,  Gurney  5232 

No  expense  should  be  spared  till  they  were  printed,  Phillips  7523 If  calendars  are 

printed  the  Records  ought  to  go  on  simultaneously ; if  Records  were  published  with  good 
indexes,  calendars  not  necessary  for  the  public,  only  useful  to  offices,  Phillips  7577. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Sums  paid  by  the  Record  Commission  for  printing  between  January  and  July  1834, 

App.p.  766,  777 -Extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Record  Board 

of  all  orders  relative  to  printing,  transcribing  and  publishing  works,  with  the  dates  when 
such  orders  were  made,  App.  p.  853-858. 

See  also  Agenda.  Babbage,  Mr.  Charters.  Contractions.  General  Report.  King's . 

Printer.  Reprinting.  Roworth  and  Co.  Royal  Printing,  Prance.  Tender. 

Private  Acts.  Private  Acts  of  Parliament  of  an  early  period  would  be  a valuable  publica- 
tion if  confined  to  certain  select  subjects,  Wetherell  5996-6000 Value  of  a selection 

of  private  Acts  down  to  a certain  period,  Wetherell  6045 Not  expedient  to  publish 

an  edition  of  private  Acts,  Vice  Chancellor  6664 ; Sugden  8012-8015. 

Private  Indexes.  See  Augmentation  Office.  Caley,  Mr.  Indexes,  3.  Kipling,  Mr.  Rolls. 

Private  Records.  Constant  endeavour  of  witness  to  collect  into  the  General  Registry  Office 
all  Records  that  were  existing  in  private  hands,  and  other  repositories,  Thomson  3836* 

Value  of  making  public  the  intention  of  the  Commission  to  publish  works  of  which 

any  portion  may  be  in  private  collections.  Hunter  3252. 

.Privy  Council,  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally. 

Acts  and  ordinances  of,  edited  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  Cooper  46 Printing  proceedings 

and  ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council,  edited  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas ; evidence  as  to  transcripts 
of  this  work,  Cooper  2581-2609 Communications  with  Mr.  Cooper  respecting  dupli- 
cate transcripts,  Nicolas  4182 Evidence  as  to  cancelled  sheets  of  this  work,  Cooper 

2603 Evidence  as  to  appointment  of  Sir  H.  Nicolas  to  edit  Privy  Council  books, 

Protheroe  1569 Opinions  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave  on  the  authority  of  the  Privy  Council, 

Protlieroe  1575-1579 Of  the  period  of  Henry  V.  and  VI.  have  not  been  consulted 

by  historians,  though  they  have  been  accessible  for  upwards  of  a century,  Nicolas  3977 
— — Arrangements  under  which  witness  edited  the  Privy  Council  books,  Nicolas  4182 
Number  of  volumes  published  by  witness ; nature  of  engagement;  amount  of  re- 
muneration, Nicolas  4182-4213 Reasons  for  the  non-publication  of  the  sixth  volume  ; 

conduct  of  Secretary  to  witness,  Nicolas  4215. 

Valuable  work  now  in  course  of  publication  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  Tytler  4279- A per-  • 

-feet  series  may  be  printed  without  reference  to  catalogues,  Nicolas  4589 A work 

unquestionably  of  great  historical  information  and  interest.  Madden  5486- Form  a 

most  important  publication  for  English  history,  Ellis  5560 Of  great  importance, 

Merivale  6397 Publication  of  the  history  and  proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council  should 

take  place  without  delay;  important  to  the  colonies  that  such  information  should  be 
brought  within  their  reach,  Johnston  5960 Number  of  Privy  Council’s  letters  found 

0.33.  k 3 in 
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Privy  Council,  Acts  and  Ordinances  of.-— 1.  Generally— continued. 

Si^oV0,i™  Of  the  Privy  Council  e™!  to 

any  that  have  gone* before,  if  not  superior,  Braplep  6364 Publication  of  Privy  Council 

books  desirable,  Sugden  8036. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Mud,  lio-bt  lias  been  thrown  on  the  formation,  the  duties  and  the  rights  thereof,  by  the 

publication"  of  the  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council,  Zmgard,  App.  Q.  13,  f 73°- Sum 

paid  for  printing, "paper,  transcription,  compilation  and  editorship  of  the  proceedings  and 
Council  of  England,  App.  p.  776,  777,  779- 

Privy  'Purse.  Revenues  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  paid  to  the  King’s  Privy  Purse  when 
there  is  no  Prince  of  Wales,  Abbott  3001. 

Privy  Seals.  Statement  by  the  secretary  as  to  the  necessity  of  sorting,  cleaning  and  repair- 
im  the  Privy  Seals  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Rep.  x.--Extent  of  repair.  Cooper  1027  — 

Idave  neither  calendars  nor  index,  Cooper  1081 All  Privy  Seals  warrants  and  signed 

hills  from  Henry  VII.,  with  chasms  to  the  present  time,  are  at  the  Rolls  Chapel;  any 
could  be  found,  but  not  in  such  a state  of  arrangement  as  to  be  found  immediately, 
Palmer  6232 Are  nearly  inaccessible,  Grimaldi  6501 ; Hardy  0031. 

Production  of  Records  as  Evidence.  Fees  of  an  inordinate  amount  are  demanded  for  pro- 
ducing  Records  before  the  Two  Houses  of  Parliament,  Hep.  xxv. 

Production  of  works  before  the  Committee.  See  Publications,  1. 

Property.  See  Conveyances. 

Proilteroe,  Edward.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence-Member  of  the  Record  Commission, 

1282 Private  letter  of  witness  concerning  Records,  which  found  its  way  into  the 

British  Museum,  1286 Order  in  which  the  Commission  should  proceed  in  forwarding 

the  duties  entrusted  to  it,  1293 Printing  should  have  been  made  subordinate  to 

arrangement,  1204 Present  Board  has  not  fulfilled  its  duties,  1297 Vain  attempts 

of  witness  to  bring  the  subject  of  arrangement  before  the  Board,  1303— Proper  course 
to  be  pursued  if  Record-keepers  refused  to  allow  copies  for  the  Commission,  1308  — - 
Not  aware  that  any  obstacles  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Commission  by  Record 

keepers  1307 Wrong  plan  pursued  by  the  secretary,  1307-1309— -1  roper  course 

taken  by  Mr.  Petrie  in  refusing  leave  to  copy  without  order  of  the  Board,  1310— —Mode 
of  calling  Boards  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  1312-1316,  1340— Instance 
in  which  the  secretary  refused  to  call  a meeting  of  the  Publication  Committee,  1317 
Office  of  secretary  taken  by  Mr.  Cooper,  with  the  understanding  that  the  business  of 
the  Commission  was  to  be  subordinate  to  the  legal  business,  1319,  1328  1331,  x34°- 

Mode  of  preparing  the  Agenda,  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  secretary,  1321 
Suppression  of  portion  of  a letter  written  by  witness  on  the  subject  of  an  income  ot  500  l. 
being  allowed  to  Mr.  Caley,  1325 Unavailing  attempts  of  witness  to  procure  infor- 
mation of  the  expenditure  of  the  Commission,  i33x-x333>  x345 -Misrepresentation  of 

witness’s  proceedings  by  Mr.  Cooper,  caused  his  ceasing  to  interfere  in  the  business  of 

the  Commission,  1347 Witness’s  statement  concerning  the  Augmentation  Office  m 

no  way  exaggerated,  it  was  as  dirty  as  a chimney-sweeper's  room,  '350-— Filthy  state 

of  the  Augmentation  Office  under  Mr.  Caley,  1351 Bad  plan  in  which  Records  are 

bound  by  Mr.  Caley,  135a Wantof  arrangement  1353 Employment  of  Mr.  Cole, 

race — -Superiority  of  bis  arrangement  over  Mr.  Caley  s,  1360-1365— —Chaiaoter  of 
Mr.  Gay,  a respectable  servant  of  the  Commission,  a good  workman,  but  not  fit  for  a 

Record-keeper,  1367 Evidence  as  to  insecurity  of  Records  from  fire,  1369-X374 

Exertions  made  to  save  the  Records  at  the  fire  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  1373"X379; 

Evidence  as  to  mode  of  auditing  and  examining  the  accounts,  1361,  1381-1403,  145b- 
14r,8 System  proposed  by  Mr.  Rice  for  this  purpose,  1385 Many  items  of  expen- 

diture became  known  at  the  audit  of  accounts,  of  which  witness  had  no  idea  of  the  existence, 

ioq6- Power  of  the  secretary  over  the  funds  of  the  Commission,  1409-1411,  1415- 

1417,  1424 Steps  taken  by  witness  in  order  to  get  a better  system  of  keeping  and 

auditing  the  accounts,  and  to  get  for  the  Commission  a more  complete  control  over  the 

expenditure  of  its  own  funds,  1425 Plan  to  be  adopted  in  future  as  recommended 

by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  1426-1433 Unwillingness  of  the  secretary  to 

keep  the  accounts  in  the  way  they  ought  to  be  kept,  1434 Difference  in  the  accounts 

given  in  the  Agenda,  and  in  the  returns  made  to  Parliament,  1439-X443  * Evidence  as 
to  salary  of  secretary,  rents  of  houses  in  Boswell  Court,  and  contingencies,  1444-1453^ 
Regulations  as  to  distribution  of  publications  for  public  libraries  by  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, 1459 Opinion  of  witness  on  the  step  taken  of  advertising  to  libraries  to  send 

for  their  amount  of  publications,  1464. 

(Second  Examination.)  Further  examination  as  to  witness’s  attempt  to  obtain  an  analysis 

of  the  accounts, 1475 Interview  with  Mr.  N.  Smith  at  the  Treasury,  1475 -Jobbing  as 

to  publication  of  former  Commission,  1476 Advantage  of  more  frequent  intercourse 

between  the  Board  and  the  Sub-commissioners,  1478 Estimates  should  be  made  and 

delivered  in  of  cost  of  any  new  work  to  be  undertaken,  1480. Building  which  should  be 

erected 
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Protheroe,  Edward.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

erected  for  Records  1482 Extent  to  which  printing  should  be  carried  • t'ranscrints 

would  not  answer  the  purpose  1485-1489 Difficulty  of  finding  remuneration  for  in- 

dmduals  undertaking  such  works  as  Records  on  their  own  responsibility  laQO-laoq — 

Great  necessity  of  care  being  devoted  to  the  safe  custody  of  papers  belonging  to  Ecclesias- 
Real  Courts  having  jnnsdict, on  as  to  wills,  i495-l5oa—I„convenienSee  of  appointing 

official  persons  Commissioners,  though  sometimes  useful,  1503, 1508,  1516- 

constituted  as  it  is,  can  never  be  efficient,  1509-151 1 A better  Board  would  result  from 

paid  Commissioners,  1512-1515 With  increased  powers,  1517-1520. 

Wrong  done  in  g-iving  Mr.  Caley  500 1.  perann.,  1523-1529 Correspondence  relating 

to  the  accounts  with  the  Treasury  and  with  Mr.  Vincent,  which  were  never  submitted  tf 

°avr  by  ^Ir'C]00J’er’gi531 Evidence  concerning  the  disputes  and  correspondence 

of  Mi.  Vincent  and  Mr.  Cooper,  1532 Selection  of  publications  practically  with  the 

fhTrS.  1lf4°'ViPUty  o f the  Commission  as  to  publication,  1546-— Publication  of 

the  Chancellor  s Roll,  1548 Suppression  of  preface  of  Mr.  Devon  the  secretary,  being- 

unfit  for  publication,  1548-1555, 1559 Business  of  the  work  transferred  to  Mr.  Hunter 

I5b3 Rotuli  Select!  entrusted,  in  the  first  place,  to  Mr.  Devon,  subsequently  to*  Mr 

Hunter,  1565-  -Evidence  as  to  appointment  of  Sir  H.  Nicolas  to  edit  the  Privy  Council 

books,  1569 -Opinion  on  Sir*F.  Palgrave’s  Essay  on  the  Authority  of  the  Privy  Council, 

1575-1579.  1503— -Nature  of  authority  for  printing  vested  in  the  Commission  1^ 
No  case  in  which  the  Board  have  suggested  any  work  or  edition,  except  one,  subse- 
quently withdrawn;  this  work  edited  by  the  secretary,  1592—1595. 

Powers  of  the  secretary  in  dismissing  editors  not  sanctioned  by  the  Board  in  the  case  of 

Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Cole,  1598-1604 Witness’s  opinion  that  editors  should  not  remain 

dependent  on  the  secretary,  1598-1601 Opinion  as  to  increase  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  salary 

by  authouty  of  the  secretary,  1601 — —Dissatisfaction  of  many  gentlemen  feeling  them- 
°r  the  se°retary>  i j?4~ — Nature  of  dispute  between  secretary  and 
wn  1 r 6’  1«2°~rCaTS  °f  dlsmissal  of  Mr-  Cole ; cause  of  the  stoppage  of  his 

work,  1606, 1607, 1613-1619,  1624 Comparison  as  to  mode  of  conducting  business  by 

ifioT.finR  preSrnfcJB0ard’  1,63°’  1631 Dismissal  of  Mr.  L.  Bond,  and  cause  thereof 

1632-1636-  Evidence  relating  to  the  work  called  Histories  of  Britain,  edited  by  Mr. 

Petrie,  1638 Evidence  concerning  Pipe  Rolls,  1643 The  Agenda  is  not  a useful 

work  has  been  an  injudicious  compilation,  1646,1648 Evidence  as  to  a volume  of 

miscellaneous  Records  proposed  to  be  printed  with  the  Agenda,  1654 Difficulty  of 

access  for  the  public -to  Records,  1661 Witness  highly  disapproves  of  editors 

being  considered  as  clerks  to  the  secretary,  1664—1669. 

(Third  Examination.)  Further  Examination 'as  to  mode  of  keeping  accounts  andexpen- 
chture  of  Commissioners ; suppression  of  Analysis  of  Accounts  drawn  out  by  witness 
1 905-1 909.  1988— —Questions  the  propriety  of  purchase  of  books  with  a view  to  a new 

edition  of  Rymer  s Fcedera,  1990-2011,  2022 Evidence  as  to  proposed  publication  of 

a volume  of  Appendix  to  the  Agenda  of  miscellaneous  Records  of  King’s  Remembrancer’s 
utnce,  2010-2021— -—Evidence  as  to  power  or  right  of  Commission  to  print  and  publish 

any  work  but  Records,  2031 Further  evidence  concerning  the  Rymer’s  Fcedera  204q- 

n0u~n  Employment  of  Mr.  Masterton,  at  Lisbon,  2062 Employment  of  Mr.  Roger 

L/Ollard,  2065— — Further  Evidence  concerning  the  Foedera,  2070,  2080 Usefulness 

of  Quarterly  Reports,  which  should  be  published,  2081 Expenditure  of  funds  on 

. books  to  the  extent  of  1,500/.;  purposes  for  which  purchased,  2087. 

Evidence  concerning  the  dispute  between  the  secretary  and  Mr.  Cole,  and  the  subse- 
quent dismissal  of  the  latter  gentleman,  2091-2100 Evidence  concerning  the  publi- 

cation of  a pamphlet  of  Mr.  Cole’s  about  the  transference  of  Records  to  the  Kino-’s 

Remembrancer,  ,2104-2108 -Evidence  as  to  the  General  Report,  its  printing  without 

knowledge  of  the  Commissioners  2109-2118,  2138-2140 Treatment  of  Mr.  Cole  as  to 

his  papers  connected  with  the  Report,  2123— 2131 Salary  of  the  secretary,  emoluments 

21 32  -Dissatisfied  with  the  mode  of  conducting  the  Commission,  2146-2148 - 

Motion  for  re-instating  Mr.  Cole  as  a Sub-commissioner,  2149-2154 Commission  not 

so  effective  as  it  might  have  been  with  even  its  present  powers ; not  so  effective  as  it 

would  have  been  with  increased  authority,  2155 For  a short  time  contemplated 

resignation  of  office  as  Commissioner,  2156. 

(Fourth  Examination.)  Explanations  of  former  Evidence  as  to  Mr.  Hunter’s  corres- 
pondence with  Mr.  Cole  on  the  subject  of  his  works,  3352,  3353. 

(Fifth  Examination.)  Examination  as  to  former  Evidence.— Explanation  of  Mr  Cooper’s 

remarks  upon  witness’s  evidence ; as  to  Bishop  of  Llandaff ; his  explanation,  7640- 

Evidence  concerning  the  production  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  letter,  7641 Witness  prevented 

from  attending  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  claims  of  Mr.  Hardy  and 
Mr. Cole,  owing  to  the  dangerous  illness  of  his  father;  it  being  stated  that  he  had 
absented  himself,  7641 . 


Protheroe,  Mr.  Additional  note  by  him  with  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Accounts  appended  to  the  joint  Report  thereon,  App.  p.  875 Observations  by 

him,  dated  2d  Feb.  1836,  on  the  document  produced  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  Committee 

appointed  by  the  Board  to  examine  certain  accounts,  App.  p.  874,  875 His  notices  for 

the  Board  on  23d  Nov.  1833,  App.  p.  876,  877. 

0,33*  k 4 Prussia. 
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, , . _„11VP  from  the  Vatican  manuscripts  of  all  matters 

Prussia.  Niebuhr  has  been  anxious  to  procuie  irom 

relating  to  Prussia,  Coops.'  0244.  sW4  he  ublished  by  Government  ; 

SJ& ««** «*'»  p”MshEd - a si>ecui!,iion' M7°- 

Publication  Committee.  Instance  in  which  the  secretary  refused  to  call  a meeting  of  the 
Publication  Committee,  P rotheroe  1317. 

Publication  of  Records: 

1.  Generally- 

2.  Value  of  the  Works  published  to  Authors. 

3.  Expense  of  Publications. 

4 Sale  of  Publications  of  Commissioners. 

5. -  Publications  of  former  Boards  alleged  to  be  imperfect  fro,  want  of  arrange- 

ment  in  Record  Offices. 

6.  Selection  of  Works  generally. 

7.  Of  the  present  Board  in  particular. 

8.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

i.  Generally. 

ii.  Works  printed,  compiled  and  transcribed. 

iii.  Expense,  cost  and  number  sold. 

iv.  Sale  of  Publications. 

Duty  of  Commission  as  to  publication,  P™g^«j^So”Ss  “JiSsSSTS 
what  works  were  going  to  make  then  appear  q{.  tbg  Houses  0f  Parliament  and 

be  wholly  swept  away  and  abandoned,  JSichoLs  5°/7  Coover  0103. 

mittee  produced  most  reluctantly , being  un  m ’ Phillips  7574 IP  Records 

Series  of  Records  should  be  pubhshed  but  no  selec  ons,  onl  useW  t0 

were  published  with  good  indexes,  calf  d”s.  "ot  ” S thye  intentioh  of  the  Commission 
the  oLes,  PliUUps  7«7— Hunter  3252— 
to  publish  works  of  which  any  portion ^m  y p Rec0rds  as  compared  with  similar 

Witness’s  opinion  of  the  accuracy  of  the  n ^Works  formerly  not  sufficiently 

— e,  owing  .0  the 

want  of  competence  in  editors,  Phillips  75^4- 

2.  Value  of  the  Works  published  to  Authors.  . - 

Witness  has  derived  the i greatest  ad  vantage  from  the ^^’^‘‘““^“jji^publicatioii 
Records,  Season  4960;  Raines  5387  564  ^ ^ and  jurisprudence,  Benson 

Sty,  Benson  4968;  Baines  ^ & 

lications  of  the  Record  Commission,  Gage  4986  , S. tapleton  5 ‘4°  archreologv, 

of  the  greatest  utility.  Gage  4987— Eminen 1 ly -seM 

biography  and  genealogy  Gage  ^5143— Publications  of  the  first  ueces- 

historical  investigation,  Barnes  5387  , Stapleton  o-4o  test  use  to  any  one 

sity  as  books  of  reference.  Gum ey  ^--Many  of 

engaged  in  researches  into  the  constitutional  history  of  e \trmlpfnn  4.7 -Great 

r.153,  5154 Late  works  have  been  extremely  accurate,  St^Uton  5H7 

tendency  to  diffuse  a knowledge  of  historical  literature  in  the  country,  Stapleton  51 53, 

^’flan^pubhcations  of  great  value,  as  au  analysis  of  Records, 
has  found  the  publications  generally  useful ; those  published  by  a 

utility  than  the  old.  Madden  5466 ; Ellis  5545— -Works  Actions 

Commission  reflect  honour  upon  the  nation,  Ellis  5551  exciting  his- 

of  Records  interesting  to  the  public  would  have  an  excellent  effic m 1 exert. ing  h 
torical  curiosity,  and  directing  it  to  proper  sources,  Ellis  559'— ~ Jalaa  °‘  4 1 ^ot  j'  j 
tions  generally  to  persons  who  desire  knowledge  on  subjects  of  constitutiona  g 

SonSs  Acnce  ao8Q^7Ql Use  of  them  indispensable  to  the  topographer  and 

Record  Commission,  particularly  the  various  valuations  and  taxations  of  ^fe?laf^°d 
petty  are  absolutely  essential,  Wetherell  5994,  5996 Witness  could  not  have  jmM 
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Publication  of  Records  2.  Value  of  the  Works  published  to  Authors— continued. 

his  inquiries  without  them,  Taylor  6155 Works  generally  of  great  utility  in  all 

branches  of  literature  connected  with  subjects  of  antiquity,  Brayley  6313 Cause  of 

literature  would  sufFer  should  publications  be  discontinued,  Brayley  6365— Course  of 

witness’s  legal  inquiries,  which  has  led  him  to  attend  to  the  importance  of  publications 
of  Records  of  this  and  other  countries,  Johnston  5961— — Extent  to  which  witness 

considers  the  publication  of  Records  ought  to  be  carried,  Hunter  6305,  6306— No 

doubt  whatever  the  ends  of  justice  have  been  furthered  by  these  publications,  Grimaldi 

b5H Publications  of  Commission  extremely  creditable  to  the  country,  Spankie  7446 

——Publication  of  Records  desirable  to  many  classes  of  persons,  Hallam  7638—; — 
Publication  of  Records  very  instructive  to  persons  desirous  of  knowing  what  the  original 

institutions  of  the  country  are,  Alderson  7672 Speaking  generally  of  the  publications 

of  the  Record  Commission,  they  are  of  a highly  respectable  character,  and  cannot  fail  to 

be  a great  benefit  to  the  country,  Sugden  8036 Value  of  the  publications  of  the 

Commission  in  making  searches,  and  general  use,  Merewether  8043,  8054,  8056 Pub- 

lications creditable  to  the  Commission,  Merivale  5718. 


3.  Expense  of  Publications. 

Supposed  amount  which  the  Commission  has  cost;  portions  of  its  publications  which 

must  have  been  undertaken  had  it  not  existed.  Cooper  2824 Most  economical  way  of 

publishing  Records  would  be  to  submit  them  to  publishers  by  tender,  having  them  ready 
for  press.  Sweet  6072- General  style  of  the  publications  expensive ; splendour  consi- 
dered more  than  utility.  Sweet  6075 Evidence  as  to  expensive  manner  in  which  the 

publications  are  offered  to  the  public ; price  demanded  for  witness’s  General  Introduction 

to  the  1 atent  Rolls,  Hardy  6093;  Phillips  7557. Utterly  hopeless  to  look  to  individuals, 

in  the  present  state  of  literature  in  this  country,  for  publication  of  historical  documents ; 

can  only  be  done  by  Government,  Nicolas  3950 To  secure  to  learned  men  the  benefit 

of  most  authentic  documents,  such  works  as  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission 

should  certainly  be  printed  at  the  public  expense,  Rees  5363 Government  should  print 

and  give  them  away,  or  sell  them  at  a reasonable  price,  Rees  5367 The  great  utility 

of  the  work  would  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  expense  in  which  the  nation  has  been 
involved,  Nichols  5861. 

Evidence  concerning  expense  and  value  of  many  of  the  publications,  Nichols 
5862  A portion  of  the  public  money  could  not  be  more  judiciously  employed 
than  on  the  subjects  generally  of  the  Record  Commission,  Nichols  5874;  Brayley 
6369  Publications  of  the  nature  of  Records  should  be  undertaken  at  the  public 
expense,  Wetherell  6021  ; Grimaldi  6513 — - — Works  of  the  description  of  statutes  could 
not  be  undertaken  under  any  other  than  a government  sanction,  and  at  a public  expense, 
Stepheii  6772 ; Spankie  7442  > Merivale  5705, 571c Absolutely  necessary  that  Govern- 

ment should  undertake,  at  the  public  expense,  the  publication  of  Records,  Phillips  7515 

Expenditure  on  such  works  expedient,  Hallam  7582 A due  share  of  the  public 

money  cannot  be  better  expended  than  in  preserving  and  rendering  accessible  the  ancient 

documents  of  the  country,  Kempe  6188 Without  the  encouragement  of  Government, 

and  aid  of  the  public  purse,  the  work  could  not  have  been  undertaken,  Kempe  6191 

They  cannot  be  printed  except  at  the  public  expense,  Merewether  8057. 

4.  Sale  of  Publications  pf  Commissioners. 

Publications  of  the  Record  Commission  sold  by  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Cradock,  1 831— 
1835,  Cooper  1026— —Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of 

the  stock  of  publications  of  the  Board,  Cooper  7702 Witness  know's  nothing  of^the 

proceedings  of  the  Committee,  except  what  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board, 

Cooper  7703 Witness  would  be  sorry  to  hear  there  was  any  demand  for  sale  of  the 

publications  of  the  Board;  reasons  for  this  opinion,  Cooper  1911,  1912- Evidence  as 

to  expensive  manner  in  which  publications  are  offered  to  the  public,  Phillis  7557 

Price  demanded  for  witness’s  Preface  to  the  Patent  Rolls,  Hardy  6093. 


5.  Publications  of  former  Commission  alleged  to  be  imperfect,  from  want  of  arrange- 
ment in- Record  Offices. 

Publications  of  the  Record  Commission  which  are  imperfect,  from  want  of  proper 
arrangement  in  the  Record  Offices,  viz. 

Feed  era,  Rymer, 


Patent  Rolls, 

Taxation  of  Pope  Nicolas, 

Testa  de  Neville, 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  Cole  4762. 
to  be  remedied  by  more  extended  searches 


Inquisitiones  post  Mortem, 

Nonas  Rolls, 

Parliamentary  Writs, 

Charge  of  thafkind  of  imperfection,  which  

in  the  various  offices,  against  the  publications  of  the  Board,  examined.  Cooper  8108 
Afl>- 1> • 744.  745- 

C.  Selection  of  Works  generally. 

List  of  works  produced  by  the  old  Commission,  1826-1830;  list  of  works  produced 

by  the  present  Commission,  1831-1835;  handed  in  by  secretary,  Cooper  7868 

Witness  declines  giving  any  opinion  on  publications  of  Commission,  not  having  examined 
them  sufficiently  to  form  a notion  of  their  value,  Petrie  3518- Witness  does  riot  think 

0.33.  ’ l that 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[Record 


PUBL1CA  TION  OF  RECORDS  .-6.  Selection  of  Work  gmemlly-a ontinned 
j uB-Lilai  , Judicious  in  their  selection  of  the  works  they 

that  the  Commissions  since  1800  hav  J k f tjie  Commissioners  to  exercise 

have  published,  ^ 3^39^— D,fficuUt.sL  ^ 4,56 

4 **-»  *44— «■»- 

mission  has  acted  wisely  rfite  choice  of  publications,  Palgrave 5266 

Has  exercised  a s0?n.^W?^e  Gage  4990;  Baines  5385,  54^;  £//**  5543 
Selections  have  been  K^J^ther,  they  WSe  a mass  of  information  unrivalled 

illustrating  the  history  of  the.  country, 
m literature,  ^ a ^Uectio^  inion  of  the  selection  made  by  the  Commission  for 

Palgrave  5265  J 4 UpPon  the  whole,  publications  judiciously  selected,  Taylor 

publication,  laylor  0101  1-  f joriTments  for  publication  has  been  judicious 

knSSfSSS' X SSpSi  of  Rymer’s  F-d^  Hunter 
0LS.60— Thofe  already  printed  by  the  Record  Board  contam  very  valuable  mforma- 
tioo,  llngard,  App-  Q.  3 , P-  73° i *«<%"  AtP-  «•  3 .?•  731- 

7 . Of  the  present  Commission  in  particular. 

g^ssassfeg^ss-i 

gisri— a-j^^ssiJSjais'eEEBK: 

,b~S.®i‘\u7tfority  rfthepresent  Commission,  Lge  489o ; fM*-  5M#  ! 

noTS'  S'Sfc&SWW  teen  extremely  accurate  S(eptoo»  #47 
S^moritv  ‘ to  be  ascribed  to  the  experience  of  those  engaged  m superm- 

te„deS„Ucl  Me, -Lie  es^Publmatior r ot 

mmmmm 

alterations  were  made  by  editois,  Allen  7399- 
7.  Accounts  laid  before  the  Committee. 

i.  Generally.  , . , . . ,«■  , 

_ i • 4i,„  i-i mo  nf  oil  works  and  number  of  volumes  printed  since  March 

Records,  Lingard,  App.  <3-  19-  P-  731.* 

ii  Works  printed,  compiled  and  transcribed. 

List  of  works  printed,  compiled  and  transcribed  under  the  direction  of  the  Record 
Board,  since  March  1831,  and  also  of  those  now  in,  progress,  App.p.  ,81  7 3- 

iii.  Expense,  cost,  and  number  sold. 

Particulars  of  the  expense  attending  the  publication  of  certain  worics  urn ^ ®eoorf 
Board,  from  Setember  1807  to  March  1830,  App.p.  809-811^— bimdai , 
November  1827  to  April  ,830,  App.p.  811,  Sie^-Oost  of  some  of  the  pvmcipd  works 
published  by  the  present  Board,  distingmshrng  what  was  paid  foi  f 

cription,  compilation  and  editorship,  App.p.  75^79^WW.rf(tol»W^M^ 
the  Record  Commission,  from  March  1831  to  December  1835,  with  the  number  so  , 
amount  at  retail  price,  and  sum  produced,  App.p.  818. 

See  also  Agenda.  America.  Anglo  Saxon  Laws.  Booksellers.  CdynMrs.'_ 

button  J Publications.  Ellis,  Sir  If.  Genealogical  Inquiries.  Eistoncal JW™-- 
Legal  Inquiries.  Library  Committee.  Prefaces.  Presents  Price  of  Pubh cations. 
Printing.  Re-printing.  Topography.  Waste  Paper.  Welsh  Laws. 

Public  and  Private  Documents.  See  Cornwall,  Duchy  of,  3.  Lancaster,  Duchy  of,  4. 

Quarterly 
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Q. 

QmHvlyn., ports.  Utility  of  Quarterly  Reports  from  the  different  Record  Offices,  which 

should  be  published,  Protheroe  =081. Wish  of  witness  for  the  production  of  with 

correct  statements  of  work  done,  and  details  of  agreements  with  editors,  Protheroe  ‘’148' 
Periodical  reports  made  by  editors  and  Sub-commissioner,  Cooper  7732.  4 

Quarterly  Review.  Evidence  concerning  the  printing  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  work  on  Origin  of 
Equitable  Jurisdiction,  Cooper  2644.  0 

See  also  Reports. 

Quo  Warranto  Rolls.  Was  complete  in  itself ; sold  as  waste  paper,  Rep.  p.  xxxvi. 


R. 

Rats.  Six  or  seven  perfect  skeletons  of  rats,  the  bones  of  others,  and  many  live 
ones,  which  a dog  was  employed  to  hunt,  were  found  on  the  removal  of  Records  from 
Westminster  Hall,  Rep.  xiv. Skeletons  of  rats  and  cat  found  among  the  miscel- 

laneous Records  of  the  Exchequer  in  sorting,  and  removing  them.  Cooper  1222  • Cole 
4590,  4691- 

Re  Disseisin  Rolls.  To  what  extent  there  are  indexes  or  calendars  to  these  Rolls,  Coover 
1081.  r 

Real  Property,  Scotland.  No  deed  affecting  real  property  in  Scotland  is  effectual  against 
third  parties  without  being  registered  within  a limited  time,  Thomson  3757*. 

Receipts  and  Expenditure.  Amount  received  by  former  Commissions  of  which  there  is  no 

trace.  Rep.  p.xxx  ii. Return  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  theRecord  Commission 

lrom  the  12th  March  1833  to  31st  December  1835,  showing  the  dates  of  the  chief  pay- 
ments, the  mode  in  which  the  last  Parliamentary  grant  has  been  expended,  the  liabilities 
of  the  Commission,  and  the  cost  of  the  principal  works ; also  the  names  of  the  Sub- 
commissioners,  editors,  clerks,  transcribers,  workmen,  and  others  in  the  employ  of  the 
Commission,  and  a statement  of  their  salaries  or  other  remuneration  ; a list  of  the  chief 
works  published,  printed,  compiled,  or  transcribed  since  12th  March  1831;  a list  of  the 
libraries  and  other  repositories,  at  home  and  abroad,  to  which  its  publications  in  the  whole 
or  in  great  part,  have  been  presented  by  his  Majesty  j and  a catalogue  of  the  books 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Commission,  App.  p.  766. 

Account  of  the  sums  of  money  received  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records 
from  the  date  of  the  present  Commission,  being  the  12th  March  1831,  to  the 
1st  August  1833,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  such  monies  have  been  expended,  App. 

P • 755-765 Return  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Record  Commission  for 

the  period  between  the  30th  April  1830  and  31  March  1831 ; also  of  all  debts  and 
liabilities  of  the  Record  Commission  in  March  1831,  specifying,  as  far  as  can  be  now 
done,  the  nature  and  amount  of  each,  the  parties  to  whom  due,  and  the  date  when  con- 
tracted, App.p.  753-755 Receipts  of  the  present  Record  Board  for  the  years  1831 

to  1835  inclusive,  App.  p.  750 Receipts  of  the  old  Record  Board  for  the  years  1826 

to  1830  inclusive,  App.p.  750 Analysis  of  the  Record  Commission  disbursements, 

from  12th  March  1831  to  12th  March  1832,  made  with  reference  to  the  returns  to  Par- 
liament of  December  1833,  App.  p.  751,  752. 

See  also  Accounts.  Cooper,  Mr.  Debts  and  Liabilities.  Expenditure.  Finance. 

Record  Keepers.  See  Agents.  Custody  of  Records.  Keepers  of  Records.  Rolls. 

Record  Commission.  See  Accounts.  Authority  of  the.  Board.  Board  of  Commissioners. 
Bookkeeping.  Booksellers.  Buildings.  Calendars.  Clerks  and  Transcribers.  Com- 
mission. Committees.  Constitution  of  Commission.  Debts.  . Distribution  of  Records 
Editors.  Estimates.  Expenditure.  King’s  Printer.  Library  Committee.  Libraries' 
Memorials.  Printing.  Publication  Committee.  Publications.  Receipt  and  Expen- 
diture. Records.  Secretary.  Sub-commissioners. 

Record  Offices.  Present  Commission  empowered  to  inquire  into  the  duties  and  salaries  &c. 

of  officers,  &c.,  and  into  reforms  necessary  in  the  Record  Offices, Rep.  v. Object  of  the 

Commission  confined  principally  to  offices  where  there  are  Records  of  ancient  date  more 

than  to  the  Courts  of  J ustice  Records,  Rep.  viii. Extracts  from  Reports  of  Commissions 

in  1812  and  1819,  relative  thereto;  also  extract  from  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff’s  printed 

letter.  Rep.  xxiii. Extracts  from  Report  of  1800,  and  of  the  ancient  ones  of  1719  and 

1732  on  the  same  subject.  Rep.  xxiv. A Committee  on  the  subject  contemplated  by 

the  Board  in  1832,  but  not  appointed.  Rep.  xxiv. Unsatisfactory  state  thereof, 

Rep.  p.  xxvii. Offices  of  public  Records  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present 

Commission,  Cooper  242 Returns  from,  entrusted  by  Commissioners  to  witness  to 

arrange  for  Appendix  to  the  Report,  Hunter  3276 Steps  taken  by  Commissioners  to 

obtain  accurate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  officers’  fees,  and  emoluments  of  the 
various  offices  in  which  Records  are  deposited,  Cooper  342. 

In  1833  a survey  was  made  of  the  different  depositories  for  Records,  by  certain 

members  of  the  Record  Commission;  their  Report  to  the  Treasury,  Cooper  7717 

Statement  laid  before  the  Committee  of  the  state  of  the  principal  Record  depositories, 
0.33.  1 2 and 
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and  the  measures  taken  by  the  Board  for  preserving  the  Reeords  and  rendering  the  use 

if  Jland  Revalue.  Literary  Searches.  Lord  Treasurer’s  Remembrancer. 
Duchy  of.  Land,  Re  e y pdl  Q^ce.  Pipe  Office.  Prerogative 

Court!”1 KeeS*/  ilmirar,  Shamer)  Report  Office.  Rolls  Chapel.  Start** 
Office.  State  Paper  Office,  lower. 

Records : 

1.  Access  to  Records. 

2.  Arrangement  of  Records . 

3.  Dispersion  of,  in  various  Offices. 

4.  Removal  of,  and  Injury  sustained. 

5.  Sale  of  Public  Records  as  private  proper tij. 

(5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

ComnfftteTs^ieiwT  of  "the  value  of  the  public  Records  for  different  pubhc  purposes, 
Comnntte  Wnl  custody  thereof  being  m the  Board,  Rep.  xl. 

^Gr^mJSnae  to  the  public®*.!  ready  access  should  be  obtained  to  Records, 
536— Not  -y  f access  .IttSn^ 

SSorfinXding  SafeST  antiquarian,  « **  ^ 
Commission  in  attora  -complain  of  the  want  of  personal  access  to 

indexes8  heavy  Thames  for  searches, “and  expense  of  transcripts,  Porta  4376—-Mnch 
indexes,  neavy  w » , ’ afforded  to  all  Records,  Parkes  4383 

Offices  Wetherell  6001— Has  not  met  with  complaints  of  want  of  access,  or  d‘»cul“s 

Revenue.  Pell  Office.  Petty  Bag  Office.  Pipe  Office.  State  Paper  Office.  Toweu 

439— Ustof  oSlw«e:,S;., 

which  are  Records  of  the  highest  historical  and  legal  value,  Coopa  143—  Anan  eme 

requisite  foJ  different  classes  of  Records,  same  reasons  applicable  to  the  formation  of 

Ctmvaey  madjbfTe  Retorf  deposits  by  certain  members  of  tire  Commisdo„i  their 

. J the  Trc'innrv  Coover  7717 Witness  does  not  know  who  drew  up  the  repoit, 

the  public  if  a larger  portion  of  the  funds  were 
devotedto  arrangement  and  making  calendars,  Hodgson  3384— —Even  for  literary  pur- 
noses  the  first  offiect  is  the  good  arrangement  and  indexing  the  Records,  Hodgson  3385 

1 Evidence  ash  whether  printing  or  calendaring,  indexing  and  arranging  should  har  e 

the  greatest  portion  of  the  fund?  and  attention  of  the  Commission,  Cooper  136, 
7807,^7808  ; Lotheroe  1249,1485-1489,2055;  Bsmtcr:  ’PaiSdiffi’ 

Hainan  3384  ■ Toiler  4270  j Gage  5077  ; Gurney  5232  ! Nichols  5874  , Grimaldi  test  1 

Phillips  7518 ^Assistance  given  by  Commissioners  111  repairing  and  binding  Inqm 

SS  Post  Mortem,  at  the”  Rolls,  Cooper  7758— Assistance  and  superintendence 
necessary  in  effecting  the  repairs  at  different  offices,  Cooper  7704-7 /°7- 
3.  Dispersion  of,  in  various  Offices. 

Evils  of  R ecords  being  in  the  custody  of  many  different  persons,  so  as  to  render  it  alinpst 
impossible  to  know  who  has  the  right  of  access  to  them,  or  wheie  they  a.e  to  found 

Rrn.  xxvi Lie  at  present  dispersed  in  different  parts,  unrated,  ttewleU : 537  Search 

of  witness,  and  evidence  discovered  among  unsqrted  Records,  Illmgmorth  Mir  1°°°“ 
ments  relating  to  the  manor  of  Tywavnhale,  Cornwall,  found  amongPipe  Records,  Cole 4773 

^^Srfa>eTidenbfyLgtheir«rw„fthe  Duchy  of 

the  Exchequer,  among  documents  with  which  it  had  no  connexion,  Wetherell  WO^ 
Inconvenience  of  Records  of  the  same  class  having  different  deposits, ; , conyenieiit iC 
entire  collection  of  a class  could  be  p aced  m one  office, , Wetherell 
Difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  place  of  deposit  of  Records,  Vice  Lhancellpi  66.66 
Distribution  of  Records  in  various  parts  of  London  inconvenient  to  lnquneis,  eitiiei 
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RECORDS — 3.  Dispersion  oj,  in  various  Offices — continued. 

for  literary  or  legal  purposes,  Phillips  7491 Distribution  of  Records'  of  the  Same 

class  in  various  offices,  C ole  4702. 

**  Mortem.  In  the  Tower,  Exchequer,  Roll  Chapel  and  Chapter  House 
C ole  4762.  1 ’ 

Minister’s  Accounts.  In  all  the  offices  witness  has  ever  had  any  thino-  to  do  with  Cole  4762. 

Parliament  Rolls.  I11  the  Chapter  House,  Tower  and  King’s  Remembrancer’s,'  Cole  4762. 

Parliamentary  Surveys.  In  Augmentation  Office,  Lambeth  Palace,  Rolls  Chanel  and 
lower,  Cole  4762.  1 

Patent  Rolls.  In  the  Tower,  Roll’s  Chapel  and  Chapter  House,  Cole  4762. 

Pipe  Rolls.  In  Chapter  House,  Pipe  Office,  Tower  and  Pell  Office,  Cole  4762. 

Rotuh  ocotiec,  in  Chapter  House  and  Tower,  Cole, 4762. 

Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  in  First  Fruits  Office  and  Chapter  House,  Cole  4762. 

Wardrobe  Accounts,  in  the  Tower,  Chapter  House,  Exchequer  and  British  Museum, 
Cole  4762. 

Statement  respecting  documents  discovered  at  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s,  since  the 
publication  of  the  several  works  in  which  they  should  Save  been  inserted,  Cole  7911 
J aPerintltuIed  “Charge  of  that  kind  of  imperfection  which  is  to  be  remedied  by  more 
extended  search  in  the  various  offices  against  the  publications  of  the  Board,”  examined. 
Cooper  8108 ; App.p.  744,  745. 

4.  Removal  of,  and  Injury  sustained. 

Large  masses  of  Records  removed  since  the  existence  of  the  Commission  to 
improper  situations,  without  superintendence,  and  causing  confusion  and  loss.  Rep.  vii. 

The  migration  of  Records  formerly  in  Westminster  Hall  have  cost  as  much 

as  would  have  sufficed  to  have  built  an  excellent  general  Record  Office,  Rep.  xiv.- 

Exeitions  of  witness  to  prevent  removal  of  Records  to  improper  places  for  copying ; 

general  success  of  his  endeavour,  Vincent  1720 Bad  practice  of  allowing  Records  to 

be  removed  from  their  deposit;  officers  remove  them  for  their  own  purposes,  Illingworth 
“83-891—  Removal  of  Records  to  private  residences  at  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office, 

m spite  of  repeated  orders  of  court,  Cooper  1235 Evil  consequences  of  the  careless 

removal  of  Records  Illingworth  933-938 ; Cole  4453 Evidence  as  to  removal  of 

Records  to  Boswell  Court,  Vincent  1730 Steps  taken  as  to  alleged  removal  of  Records 

to  private  residences,  Cooper  2157 Witness  of  opinion  that  the  Record  Commission 

was  bound  to  take  care  of  the  Records  in  their  removal,  particularly  those  the  arrange- 
ment of  which  had  been  perfected  at  their  expense.  Cole  4448-4450 Damage  sus- 

tained by  Records  in  their  removal  to,  and  during  their  deposit  in,  Westminster  Hall,  Cole 

■ 4454 > 4456-4462 Superintendence  under  which  Records  were  moved  in  1831,  by 

Mr.  Adlington,  when  as  much  care  was  taken  as  could  be  in  sending  them  to  the  King’s 

Mews,  Cole  4464-.-1469 Loss  of  Records  at  various  removals,  Cole  4435-4446 

Committee  appointed  to  consider  expediency  of  removal  of  Records,  Cooper  7708 

Many  Records  lost  at  the  transfer  from  Court  of  Exchequer  to  Westminster  Hail, 
Phillips  7550. 

5.  Sale  of  Public  Records  as  Private  Property. 

Evidence  as  to  Records  sold  at  private  sales  as  property ; steps  taken  by  the  Board  in  con- 
sequence of  the  loss  ; they  were  from  the  Miscellaneous  Records  of  King’s  Remembrancer, 

Rep.  xx  vii. ; Cooper  2157 Evidence  concerning  the  supposed  sale  of  Records  belongino’ 

to  the  Exchequer,  Vincent,  1722-1724;  Cole  4649-4657 Examination  as  to  sale  of 

Records  at  M r.  Craven  Ord  s sale,  Vincent  1 751 Purchase  by  a labourer  of  an  apron  full 

of  Records  for  5s.,  now  deposited  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  Cole  4452 Purchase 

of  Records  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  Cole  4925 Evidence  as  to  sale  and  removal  of  Records 

from  place  of  deposit,  Cole  4926-4945 Works  of  the  Commission  purchased  as  waste 

paper  by  a grocer  at  Holbeach,  Morton  5236 Who  purchased  them  in  Aldgate  of  a 

stationer,  who  bought  them  of  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Cradock,  Morton  5243-5248 

Witness  has  seen  exposed  for  sale  at  Mr.  Rodd’s,  an  extremely  magnificent  Roll  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  during  the  existence  of  the  Augmentation  Court  at  Mr.  Rodd’s 

the  bookseller,  Cole  4926 Evidence  as  to  Records  before  the  Committee,  purchased 

by  Mr.  Stevenson,  being  public  Records,  Cole  4926-4943;  Hunter  4944. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Impediments  in  the  way  of  research  by  the  dispersion  of  them,  &c.,  Lingard,  Q.  5, 

V • 730 More  use  might  have  been  made  of  them  if  they  had  been  more  accessible, 

Southey,  dpp.  Q.  1 6,p.  732  A waste  of  public  money  would  be  caused  by  printing 
the  unpublished  Records  indiscriminately,  Lingard,  App.  Q.- 8,  p.  730;  Southey , App. 
Q.  S,p.  731. 

See  also  Lookse/lers.  Bristol.  Chancery  Records.  Custody  of  ' Records.  Destruction 
of  Records . Distribution  of  Publications.  Early  Records.  Ecclesiastical  Records. 
Foreign  Collection.  General  Record  Office.  Historical  Inquiries.  Keepers  of 
Records.  King’s  Printer.  Legal  Inquiries.  Libraries.  National  Archives.  Pre- 
servation of  Records.  Private  Records.  Printing.  Publication.  Suspended  Works. 
Topography.  Transfer  of  Records. 

Records  of  France.  See  French  Record  Commission. 
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B,  i Ireland.  Improved  arrangement  of  Record,  m Ireland  owing  to  the  labours  ofthe 

C /mission  Groce/sne Documents  in  Irish  Records  easily  accessible,  Gro,e*mf 

—ArranSment  in  Rolls  Office  good,  .11  all  the  others  scarcely  any  arrangement  at  all, 

Flendng&it. Works  published  by  the  Commission;  those  in  progress  stopped, 

GrZ  ft  5117 All  works  of  Irish  Record  Commission  not  published  given  m 

charge  to  Sir  W.  Beetham,  amongst  which  are  the  manuscript  indexes,  Fleming  80.51. 

See  also  Agents. 

T)  7 TViPvnrp  kept  in  a commodious  and  safe  building,  in  a state  of  perfect 

Reeords,  Scotland  pains  and  expense  by  the  late  Commission  in  putting 

better  condition  when ‘in  a delayed  state,  pennon  3809*  — 
t>  n ‘ocinn  done  nothing  but  pay  arrears,  nor  could  they  do  any  thing  in  the 

wLy  “ SiScription,  Thomson  3811* Objects  as  regards  Records  in  Scotland,  m 

which  the  aid  0?  the  Commission  is  necessary  at  the  present  time,  Thomson  38-9. 

See  also  Acta  Dominorum  Auditor, tm.  Acta  DommorumConcilu.  Acts  of  the 
ScoMsh  Parliament.  Ancient  Charters.  Edinburgh  Fees.  Indexes  Private 
Records  Real  Property.  Registration.  Registry  of  the  Great  Seal.  Retoms 
of  Services.  Scottish  Law.  Seisins.  Switzerland. 

Red  Book.  Important  to  have  parts  of  the  Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer  printed,  Taylor 
61712. 

„ n,„.„  f Annlvsis  of  his  Evidence.)— In  partnership  with  Mr.  Longman  between  30 

Rees,  Omen.  (Anffiys,^  n s rtv  o j of  ^ of  tie  Recora  Commission 

and  40  years,  53  7 ...  r individual  or  by  any  combination  of  booksellers 

by 5 Messrs  ^R^gimmip reasons  feTdiscmrtffiMn1r5334-5347  Works  which  have 
most  ready  sale  Ire  more  popular  works ; witness  would  rather  publish Mrs c SomervU 
work  on  the  Mecanique  Cmleste  than  La  Place’s  work  itself,  5353.  5354  5357 
Tecure  to  learned  men  the  benefit  of  most  authentic  documents,  such  works  as  the  publ. 

(Economy  of  Manufactures,  53^4- 

Reform  of  Parliament  Act.  Effect  of  this  Act  on  value  of  Record  searches.  Cooper  1093. 
Registers.  See  Lancaster,  Duchy  of,  3. 

Register  ofthe  Great 

t^BoS^«3f'l2rriedon*yMr.  Pitcairn;  admission  of  his  claim  to  remuneration, 

aaeiatSKB  KKf»¥S*air 

obtaining  copies  of  documents,  Leake  6130 Fees  not  unreasonable,  Leake  6131 , 

Registration,  Scotland.  See  .EiUmrgh.  Indexes.  Real  Property.  Seisins. 

Registry  of  Deeds , Ireland.  See  King’s  Inn. 

Removal  of  Records ■ See  Records,  4. 

Remuneration.  Some  editors  pard  by  salary,  some  by 

palo-rave  and  Mr.  Hunter  by  salary.  Cooper  2853,  2888- bn  H.  INicoias  ana 

Surdy  by  ffie  volume  or  sheet!  Coopl  a863--M>--  Mack  has  a . alary.  . 854- 

Evidence  as  to  different  scales  of  remuneration  by  different ; editors 

-Remuneration  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  as  editor  and  keeper  of  the  Chapter  ilouse,  ^oopei 

2gg1_ Remuneration  of  Mr.  Pitcairn,  Thomson  3823 General  rate  of  remuneration 

not  applicable  to  every  case.  Cooper  1890 Usual  remuneration  i6o*.  for  an  octavo 

SI  S*  a folio  volume  al.as.  per  sheet,  Coopey  890,  0705—Rate  paid  S B 
Ellis  for  editing.  Cooper  1885,  0918— -Rate  paid  to  Sir 

Editors  and  transcribers  have  certainly  not  been  overpaid,  ^00Pe,iy-^  , Pj 

sous  employed  on  the  Fcedera,  Protheroe  0079— Disputes  between  Mr  . Cole  and  M • 

Cooper  L to  remuneration,  Protheroe  0091 Less  remuneration  Mi.  Cm)e  tjp 

othei  editors,  Cooper  070s Remuneration  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  Cooper  W , 
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Remuneration — continued 

3745 — —Remuneration  of  Mr.  Owen,  Cdiper  Stsf Remuneration  >of  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Cooper  2857. 

See  also  Devon,  Mr.  Drescher,  Dr.  Editors.  Ellis,  Sir  If.  Foxton,  Mr.  liar  do 
T.  D.  Hardy,  W.  Hunter,  Rev.  J.  Minckin.  Nicolas,  Sir  II  Palgrave  Sir  F. 
Receipts  and  Expenditure.  Roberts,  J.  Stevenson , Mr.  Transcripts,  2.  Webster,  Mr. 

Repealed  Statutes.  Value  of  a separate  collection  of  these  Statutes,  which  should  be 
printed,  Wetherell  6055. 

Reports.  Mr.  Cole  has  not  seen  his  report  in  print,  and  has  been  refused  any  means  of 

knowing  its  state,  Protheroe  2131 Evidence  concerning  reports  made  by  witness  on 

the  state  of  the  Augmentation  Office,  corrections  wanting,  Cole  4735. 

See  also  Agenda.  General  Reports.  Hallam  and  Petit,  Messrs.  Quarterly  Reports. 

Report  Office.  Nature  of  documents  relating  to  Court  of  Chancery  kept  in  this  office, 

• Spence 15805;  Standen  6255 Records  are  in  excellent  order,  and  easy  of  access,  Standen 

0256,  6265  Charges  for  searches  6s.  per  year,  Standen  6257 Charge  for  copies 

9 d.  Per  folio,  as  regulated  by  Lord  Hardwick’s  order,  Standen  6259 Records  the  most 

important  in  the  kingdom,  Standen  6260 ; Turton  6637. 

Reprinting  There  has  been  no  reprint  of  Records,  except  a half-year’s  Patent  Roll  which 

is  in  the  Rotuli  Selecti,  Hunter  6301 Witness  has  opposed  reprinting-  matter  already 

printed,  Hunter  6301.  1 ft  j 

Retours  of  Services.  First  Record  witness  was  engaged  on  was  the  Retours  of  Services, 
which  were  abridged  and  printed,  Thomson  3812*/ 

Returns  to  Parliament.  Report  of  Committee  respecting  discrepancies  between  the  returns 
made  to  Parliament  and  the  real  expenditure  of  the  Commission,  handed  in  by  witness, 
Protheroe  1965 Not  laid  before  Commissioners  before  they  were  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, Protheroe  1386,  1966 Examination  concerning  the  various  items,  Protheroe 

143®» 1967  Secretary  the  responsible  person  for  returns  to  Parliament,  Cooper  2245 
— A ever  been  the  usage  that  returns  to  Parliament  should  be  submitted  to  or  approved 

by  the  Board,  Cooper  2247 Commissioners  not  in  the  least  answerable  for  inaccuracies. 

Cooper  2257  Report  of  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff  and  Mr.  Protheroe  on  the  inaccuracy 
of  Parliamentary  Returns,  App.  p.  874. 

See  also  Finance.  Receipt  and  Expenditure. 

Reviews.  See  Quarterly  Review. 

Rich,  0.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Agent  for  purchase  of  books  for  several  institutions 

in  America,  6335- Feelings  with  which  presents  of  the  publications  of  the  Record 

Commission  have  been  received  in  America ; extract  of  Letter  from  Maryland,  Virginia, 

Alabama,  6339,  634° List  of  libraries  to  which  sets  of  the  publications  of  the  Record 

Commission  have  been  sent,  in  America,  6340,  p.  576 Witness  can  state  generally 

that  the  present  of  the  works  was  regarded  as  a very  acceptable  manifestation  of  good 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  6345. 

Richmond  Terrace.  Case  of  Burrell  v.  Nicholson  for  trying  parochiality  of  Richmond  Ter- 
race; evidence  as  to  witness  having  taken  copy  of  a trial  of  a similar  nature  as  to  Duke 
of  Portland ; Roll  mislaid,  Rogers  995-1014,  1021. 

Roberts,  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clerk  in  the  Record  Establishment  at  the 

Tower,  6942 Excellent  state  of  Records  as  to  arrangement,  6944 At  a few  minutes’ 

notice  any  Record  can  be  produced,  6945 A great  resort  of  literary  men  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference,  6946 Persons  frequently  come  to  make  out  some  fact,  not  for 

general  perusal  of  Records,  6952 Employed  by  the  Record  Commission,  6953 — • — In 

preparing  a new  work  from  the  Inquisitions,  to  be  called  Calendarium  Hceredum,  6954 

Also -in  preparing  some  volumes  of  Excerpta  from  the  Fine  Rolls,  6954 Progress  made 

in  the  work,  6955-6963 Cause  of  delay  from  state  of  Records  and  inaccuracy  of 

arrangement  in  the  old  calendars,  6968 It  is  proposed  by  this  work  to  correct  a great 

many  inaccuracies,  and  supply  deficiencies  in  the  old  calendars,  6974 Badness  of  the 

calendars  printed  by  former  Commission,  6981 Probably  printed  from  the  old  manu- 

script calendars  in  the  office,  without  any  attention  being  paid  to  originals,  6982-6985 

Witness  believes  a large  sum  was  paid  for  editing,  6986 Witness  agrees  as  to 

inaccuracies  stated  by  Mr.  Hardy  to  exist  in  the  calendars  printed  by  the  Commission, 

7011 Work  of  calendaring  goes  on  at  the  Tower  by  the  members  of  the  office,  7014, 

7019 Further  evidence  as  to  inaccuracies  in  printed  calendars,  7020,  7032,  7040. 

Roberts,  Mr.  C.  Engaged  in  editing  the  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls  at  the  Tower  and 
the  Calendarium  Hceredum,  Cooper  46 — — Payments  made  to  him  as  compiler  and  editor 
of  the  Calendar  of  Heirs  and  Excerpts  from  the  Fine  Rolls  at  the  Tower,  App.p.  770. 

Rodd,  Mr.  Has  a Record  now  on  sale,  an  extremely  magnificent  Roll  of  the  Revenues  of 
the  Crown  during  the  existence^of  the  Augmentation  Court,  Cole  4926. 
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_ T , . i-.:,  „f  hi.  Evidence.)— Brother  to  the  attorney  for  St.  Margaret's'  in 

Bonn,  James.  (Analysis  ot  h e Evme , parochiality  of  Richmond  Terrace, 

the  trial  of  Burrell ».  M'cholson,R95  ™ of  a lri’,  of  a similar  nature  as 

99Vn\V  oTporthnd  Qoy— Front  thPe  case  being  cut  off  the  file  to  copy,  the  soli- 

to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  997  a copy  1008? Record  subsequently  discovered 

ctor  on  the  other  side : could  M>VP  A rtedpyMe  where  a plaintiff  was  nonsuited,  in  con- 
sequenito^f  examining^ the  Record  at  the  office  of  the  Record  Keeper  instead  of  at  the 

Treasury,  1022. 

7?  n QPP  Charier  Rolls  Close  Rolls.  Court  or  Manor  Rolls.  Division  of  Rolls.  Docket 

Rolls-  See  Cha  l tu  History-  Rolls.  Judgment  Rolls.  Liberate  Rolls. 

Rolls.  Tine  Tolls.  ^ jl#/,.  Norman  Rolls.  Pardon  Rolls.  Parliament 

Sf  ’ Pipe  Rolls.  Plea  Rolls.  Stephen,  Roll  of.  Verdict  Rolls.  Welsh 
II:  fe^HotseZlls.  Scrape  and  Gros«W  Rolls. 

Rolls  Chapel  : 

1.  Arrangement  of  Records. 

2.  Inconvenient  as  a Deposit  for  Records. 

3.  Custody  of  Records. 

4.  Fees. 

5.  Indexes. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Evt"ln^rtreofpasti^ ^ 

;rtaSrsrtepart 

Only  improvement  whch^ta  ^SniSlLia  of  RecoX,  Palmer  6eoe,  6003— 

year,were  not  placed  m regular  order,  cooper ,p.  7 not  yi  arranged  ; adrni- 

with  trifling  exceptions,  a ™ madf  by  Sir  T.  Plumer,  when  Master 

oBhe St’  fen  account  of  the  bad  state  in  which  he  found. them , Ticrton  6655, 

the  Commission,  Palmer  if-  -Ucn!  arrangement  of  Reqorfs  ahRoRs  Chapel  very 
inconvenient  and  detrimental  to  the  Records,  Cole  4739  , Hardy  bb32. 

2.  Inconvenient  as  a Deposit  for  Records. 

Inconvenience  of  repository  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Rep.  . X.  xi. ; Cooper 
di,  XXlS  and  Mr  Hallam  as  to  dark,  inconvenient  and  crowded  state  of  Rolls  Recolds, 

rLne r “lo -Power  of  making  any  changes  in  the  repository  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  rests 

with  Master  of  Rolls  and  Lord  Chancellor,  Cooper  384— Representations  of  the  Master 

$6--Recordt°kepf  m Xdi^el  and  root  Langdale,  ’loXZS— They  are'not  in  a 
Grimaldi  6529 ; Hardy  6632. 

3.  Custody  of  Records.  . . , r, 

Records  here  are  deposited  in  a chape!  where  divine  service  ,s  performed  Rep.  vn, 

Keener  of  the  Records  holds  Ins  office  for  life,  and  receives  no  salary,  Cooper  385— 

A re  m the  cave  of  Mr.  Leach,  the  keeper,  Langdale,  Lord,  4478- Does  not  know  the 

mode  in  which  officers  of  the  Rolls  find  Records,  but  always  receivestlreni  mimediately, 

Boteler  6u8 Mr.  Leach  is  keeper  of  the  Records  appointed  by  Sir  J.  Leach,  Coope; 

282 At  the  Rolls,  conduct  of  those  in  custody  amounts  to  denial  of  justice,  Gnmaldi 

6529. 

4.  Fees.  . , ? 

Five  guineas  the  fee  paid  for  consulting  private  calendars,  Cooper  339'-— Amount  or 
fees  not  altered  at  the  Roils  Office;  Commissioners  not  possessed  of  power  tolown. 
Sm  Coouer  So— Fees  paid  at  tlm  Rolls  Chapel,  Hewlett  678,  7o,-7o6--\?itness 
often’ searched  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  for  literary  purposes,  hut  found  no  disposition  njfeft 

° , fees  Ilodson  3377 Fees  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  are  in  some  instances  too  high,  and  ,n 

iCTfdtZ-ioornpotei  with  the  Tower,  Hardy  3608— Great  gnevance in iseanih- 
ing  is  the  expense,'  Parhes  4380 Fee  for  examining  an  Inqms.t.p  post  Mo, tan  is 
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Rolls  Chapel — 4.  Fees — continued. 

6s.  8 [d.,  Palmer  6215 -The  fees  customary  and  recommended  to  be  allowed  bv  Com- 
missioners for  examining  into  duties  of  officers  of  courts  of  justice.  Palmer  6216— Fee 

n !hl,>  exa"f  thy"de*es.  Palmer  G 219 Indexes  are  the  property  of  the 

SnwLl  t P y in'  °f,  ee!’  Pa  mer  622? 2n,  a Pr°Per  introduction,  literary  inquirers 

allowed  to  search  without  payment  of  fees.  Palmer  6 225;  Grimaldi  6537 -Names  of 

several  persons  who  have  used  the  Records  without  payment  of  fees  Palmer  6227 

Inconvenience  of  fees  at  the  Rolls,  Grimaldi  6532,  6533  5 Hardy  66*3 Gentlemen 

connected  with  literature  should  have  the  same  facilities  as  to  fees  at  the  Rolls  Chapel  as 

at  other  offices.  Gage  5009 Witness  has  found  the  greatest  difficulty  of  access  at  the 

Rolls  on  account  ot  the  extremely  high  fees,  Phillips  7506. 

5.  Indexes. 

l the  c,;lelKi!lrs. and  indexes,  Rep.  xx i.  Cooper  330  ; Hodgson  3361- 

3303 , Lrrima/ai  5565 Great  grievance  in  searching  Records  is  the  expense ; great 

raciiity  with  regard  to  time  in  discovering  documents  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Parlies  4380 
searches  made  by  means  of  calendars  and  indexes  partly  belonging  to  the  office 

partly  the  property  of  private  individuals,  Langdale,  Lord,  4486 Parties  not  allowed 

to  make  memorandums,  Rep.xxv. Greatest  benefit  the  Commission  could  confer  would 

be  the  purchase  and  completion  of  the  calendars  to  documents  in  the  Rolls  Chapel, 
noagson  3371— —Board  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  private  indexes;  they  have  not 

been  purchased.  Rep.  xxi. Calendars  not  so  good  as  could  be  wished  ; evils  could  be 

remedied  if  private  indexes  were  purchased  by  the  public,  Hardy  3620 Some  public 

calendars  which  do  not  give  the  information  wanted,  Grimaldi  6566 Evidence  as  to 

extent  the  expense  of  preserving  the  Records  and  keeping  indexes  should  be  borne  by  the 

public,  Langdale,  Lord,  4487-4495 Want  of  indexes  and  calendars  for  the  use  of  the 

public,  Gage  5044- At  the  Rolls  Chapel  the  officers  can  find  Records  without  diffi- 

culty,  certain  data  being  given,  Boteler  6 1x3 Evidence  concerning  indexes  at  Rolls, 

merivale  5100—  Upon  describing  the  nature  of  an  instrument,  and  g-iving  the  names  of 
the  parties  and  uie  dates,  any  Records  can  be  produced  immediately,  Palmer  6211,  6230, 
250  Lhe  office  indexes  contain  only  the  names  of  persons,  which  gives  inconvenience 
to  parties  not  being  provided  with  names  and  dates.  Palmer  6213^— Fee  charged  for 

examining  indexes,  l aimer  6219 The  indexes  are  the  property  of  the  public  on  pay- 

ment  ot  fees,  Palmer  6220 At  the  Rolls  the  conduct  of  those  in  charge  amounts  to 

a denial  of  justice,  Grimaldi  6529 Evil  arising  from  the  want  of  public  right  to  inspect 

indexes  and  calendars,  Grimaldi  6532-6536. 


, 6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Expenses  of  sorting,  cleaning,  arranging,  repairing  and  binding  the  Records  at  the 

Rolls  Chapel,  App.  p.771 Letter  from  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  Right  hon.  the  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  respecting  the  removal  of  the  Records  deposited  in  the  King’s  Bench 
Record  Office  to  the  Rolls  Chapel,  App.p.  861 , 862, 

See  also  Binding.  Illingworth,  Mr.  Kipling,  Mr.  Leach,  Sir  J.  Miscellaneous 
Records,  2.  Monastic  Property.  Faux  Peerage. 

Rolls  Court.  Reserved  space  which  should  be  applied  to  building  a new  court  and  offices 
in  any  arrangement  to  be  made  about  the  Rolls  estate,  Rep.  xxxix.  Langdale,  Lord,  4505 

The  Roils  estate  offers  as  convenient  a spot  as  could  be  selected,  Lyndhurst,  Lord,  8217 

Proposed  appropriation  of  the  Rolls  House  to  the  reception  of  Records,  App.p.  861. 

Rolls  House.  Present  state  of  the  Rolls  House;  arrangements  made  by  Sir  J.  Leach  ; pro- 
posed that  the  house  and  garden  should  be  left  out  of  the  patent  on  the  appointment  of 
the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls,  but  believed  to  be  illegal  by  the  Attorney-general, 
Langdale,  Lord,  4501. 


Rolls,  Master  of.  Want  of  time  from  the  duties  of  his  court  renders  it  impossible  for  him  to 

attend  Board  meetings,  Rep.  xxxviii Payment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  connected 

with  the  rents  of  the  Rolls  estate,  Langdale,  Lord,  4509 Probability  that  formerly  the 

Master  of  the  Rolls  at  his  official  residence  had  personal  care  of  the  Records ; this 
protection  entirely  lost  by  the  arrangements  that  have  been  made,  Langdale,  Lord,  4508 
— -Loss  of  residence  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  if  Record  Office  built  on  Rolls  estate 
no  inconvenience  whatever,  Langdale,  Lord,  4516-4518. 

See  also  Langdale,  Lord. 

Rolls  of  Parliament.  Are  to  be  found  at  the  Chapter  House,  Tower,  and  King’s  Remem- 
brancer’s, Co/e4762 Rolls  have  been  found  which  would  have  been  included,  if  known, 

in  that  publication.  Cole  7911. 

Roman  Law.  A good  knowledge  of  the  Roman  law  is  of  great  importance  to  English  law 
Alderson  7663. 

Roman  Rolls.  Have  only  a very  defective  calendar,  Cooper  1081. 

Rotulus  de  Dominabus.  Manner  in  which  this  roll  is  described  in  Mr.  Cole’s  Catalogue, 
Hunter  3307  ; Cole  46 1 6. 

Rotuli  Scotia.  Witness  has  found  the  Rotuli  Scotim  of  very  valuable  assistance  in  his 

History  of  Scotland,  Tytler  p.  572 Are  to  be  found  in  Chapter  House  and  Tower, 

Cote  4762. 

Rotuli  Selecti.  Entrusted  in  the  first  place  to  Mr.  Devon,  subsequently  to  Mr.  Hunter,  Rep.  xxx. 

Protheroe  1565 Evidence  concerning  editorship  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti;  Mr.  Hunter’s 

o-33-  m corrections 
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Rotuli  Selecti — continued . 

r Mr  -nPVOn>,  work  Rep.  xxix.  Cooper  1897,  1910;  Hunter  3345,  6296 

corrections  of  Mr.  ’ .£  Drintine  of  one  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti  at  witness’s 

Examination  on  evidence “iLto-  6301 Not  accurate,  but 

expense,  which  was ; not  the  Opinion  of  witness  as  to  the 

h 3 rSVS'rfitin/ol  the  Eotuli  s’electi ; both  handed  to  witness  for  blfiMni'lfr 

tbe  Cmmfttee?  SVoyS Examinations  concerning  alleged  rnaccnrac.es  in  the 

cnnv  of  the  Rotuli  Selecti,  Hunter,  Cole  and  Haidy  7946.  . , 

P Sum  paid  by  the  present  Board  for  paper,  printing,  transcription,  compilation  and 

editorship  of  this  work,  App.  p.  777* 

Rotuli  Curia  Regis.  See  Curia  Regis. 

Rotuli  Literanm  Clausarum.  See  Close  Rolls. 

Rotuli  Literarum  Patentium.  See  Patent  Rolls. 

Rotuli  Normannia.  See  Norman  Rolls. 

Rotuli  de  Oblatis.  See  Oblata  Roll. 

Rotulus  Cancellarii.  See  Chancellor’s  Roll.  „ 

7 ? Search  made  by  witness  among  the  archives  at  Rouen ; no  difficulty  of  access, 

but  want  of  arrangement;  nor  have  they  any  catalogue,  Stapleton  5149,  516  • 

,,  Brenton  Conduct  of  witness  in  this  case  as  to  payment  of  copy  money,  IlUng- 
R°we  v.  Iftenfow.  of  Rowe  v.  Brenton  as  to  private  and  public  docu- 

mmifs  ^ 1 Abbot  3020— —Instance  in  the  case  of  Rowe  ».  Brenton  in  which  documents 
relating  to  the  private  property  were  received  in  evidence.  Cole  4749- 
Roroorth  and  Son,  Messrs.'  Sum  paid  them  for  printing  certain  Reports  fo^he  Recoid 
Commission,  between  September  1833  and  August  1835,  App.  p.  7 P 

them  for  binding  various  works  printed  by  them  for  the  Commission,  App.  p.  7 
K„„„7  Ram.  Access  gained  by  witness  to  the  royal  archives  preserved  at  the 

Hotel  Soubise;  papers  transcribed  forming  Appendix  (D.)  to  the  new  e 1 ion 
Fcedera,  Cooper  2181.  . ~ , a 

Ryal  Arehives,  Portugal.  Documents  found  in  the  royal  archives  in  Torre  do  Tombo  a 
Lisbon,  Cooper  p.  185.  ..  f 

Royal  Charters,  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  The  officers  of  the  dnohy  are  making  a register 
royal  charters,  Danvers  7210-7216. 

Vml/l1  fibrarv  FranCe.  Has  an  Ecole  de  Charles  attached  to  it,  where  young  men  are 
instructed  m reading  documents  and  the  antiquated  dialects  of  France,  Gamier  409  . 

by  Normans,  printed  by  government.  Gamier  4084— — Mons.  Monteil  s woi  , is  011 
des  Francais  du  divers  Etats,  printed  by  government,  Gamier  4004. 

Rymer’s  Collectanea.  The  transcripts . from  this  work  in  the  Museum  are  the  only  tran- 
scripts made  in  any  quantity.  Rep.  xxix. 

Rymer’s  Fcedera  : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Appendix, 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee : 

PartieuiarTrefative  to  the  publication  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera  and  Appendixes, 

Collection  of  books  purchased  with  a view  to  a new  edition  of  Rymer i F®dem, 

Protheroe  1001 ; Cooper  314! Documents  have  been  committed  to  Mr  Black, 

SoS£“  1097— Eridence  as  to  portions  of  the  old  Rymer  which  could  strictly  be 

called  Records,  Protheroe  2049. Inaccuracy  of  Rymer  s transcripts  ; this 

also  expressed  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas,  in  the  preface  to  his  work  of  the  Proceedings 

of  tliePPrivy  Council,  Stevenson  3843 Witness  does  not  think  the  pUpJl°/,  '<S 

of  a new  edition  came  strictly  within  the  wording  of  the  Commission,  Protheroe 

20*2,  2071 Portions  of  the  work  assigned  to  different  persons;  remuneration  to 

be  received,  Protheroe  2079 Better  to  have  printed  something  not  printed  before 

rather  than  reprint  Rymer,  Hunter  6267-6269.  . , 

A sound  discretion  was  exercised  in  suspending  the  publication  of  the  new  edition. 

Hunter  6^ow ; Beltz  6733 Witness  has  found  mistakes  in  the  new  edition  ot  the  r ceaeia 

which  have  been  continued  from  the  former  work,  Beltz  6730-6732 Report  drawn  up 

by  witness  upon  the  inexpediency  of  drawing  up  Rymer’s  Fcedera  upon  the  present  plan , 

report  lost,  Hardy  3660-3666 Witness’s  engagement  to  collect  materials  for  Kymei  s 

Fcedera,  Stevemon  3732 Witness’s  employment  in  extra  hours  has  been  forming 

a chronological  abstract  of  documents  transcribed  for  the  new  edition  ot  Kymei  s 
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Rymer’s  F (ED era — 1.  Generally — continued. 

Fcedera,  Stevenson  3789 Work  discontinued  by  witness  on  account  of  dissatisfaction 

which  the  work  has  created,  Stevenson  3790 The  work  to  be  printed  as  Appendix  to 

Mr.  Cooper’s  Report;  should  have  formed  an  independent  work,  Stevenson  380-2— 1 

Bad  plan  of  the  new  edition  ; abandoned  on  good  grounds,  because  it  was  found  to  be 
imperfectly  executed,  fTytler  4287-4291. 

Value  of  a new  edition  of  Rymer,  Johnston  5970 Errors  in  the  original  edition  some 

of  which  have  been  corrected,  Johnston  5972 Much  valuable  historical  matter  might  be 

added  to  the  Fcedera, Kempe  6196 A supplement  to  Rymer  would  have  been  the  proper 

measure  to  adopt ; and  important  corrections  might  have  formed  part  of  such  work  as 

revision  of  the  volumes  of  the  old  editions,  Kempe  6198  ; Beltz  6734 Witness’s  opinion 

of  the  new  edition  of  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Braytey  6355 Expedient  that  state  papers  of 

the  nature  of  Rymer  should  be  printed,  Vice-Chancellor  6663 Every  document  that  can 

be  obtained  for  the  Fcedera  should  be  procured ; approves  of  the  foreign  researches  car- 
ried on  for  that  purpose,  Phillips  7531-7534. 

2.  Appendix. 

Evidence  concerning  the  Appendix,  Protheroe  2004 Should  have  been  submitted  to 

the  Board  before  any  part  of  the  work  was  printed ; the  greater  part  was  printed  before 
the  Board  was  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  work,  Protheroe  2058 Evidence  explain- 

ing the  contents  of  the  various  appendixes  to  the  Rymer  Fcedera ; motives  for  collection, 

expense,  Ike.,  Cooper  2191-2244,  3055 Evidence  concerning  formation,  contents,  &c. 

of  Appendix  (A.),  formed  by  witness  during  portions  of  1832,1833, 1834  and  1835,  Cooper 

2*99 Reasons  for  production  of  apendixes  before  Committee  without  indexes  or 

titles.  Cooper  2243 Authority  for  printing  and  publishing  evidence  concerning  appen- 
dixes, their  contents,  expense  of  collecting,  &c.,  Cooper  2158-2244,  3055,  3080 Col- 
lection of  documents  for  its  formation.  Cooper  2174-2176,  2187 -Authority  for  printing 

collecting  and  publishing.  Cooper  2177. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Witness  derived  much  assistance  from  perusing  this  work  when  compiling  his  Naval 

History  and  Biography,  Southey,  App.  Q.  9-12,  p.  731 Number  of  copies  thereof 

printed  by  the  Record  Board,  App.  p.  732 Suras  paid  for  searches  and  transcripts  of 

materials  for  this  work,  together  with  freight  of  papers  from  12  March  1833  to  31  De- 
cember 1835,  App.  p.  770- Purchase  of  books  for  the  new  edition  of,  App.  p.  771. 

See  also  Agenda.  Appendixes  (A.)  to  (E.)  Books.  Foreign  Collection.  Hanse  Towns. 

Libraries,  2.  Loseley  Papers.  Publications  1.  Scottish  Croiun. 


s. 

Saint  Gall.  See  Gall,  Saint. 

Salaried  Commissioners.  See  Constitution  of  Commission,  2. 

Salaries.  Steps  taken  by  Commissioners  to  obtain  accurate  knowledge  of  the  officers’  fees 

and  emoluments  of  the  various  offices  in  which  Records  are  deposited,  Cooper  342 

Evidence  as  to  Mr.  Hunter’s  salary,  Protheroe  1601 ; Hunter  3171 Evidence  con- 

cerning Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  present  salary  and  emoluments.  Cooper  2681  ; Palgrave,  4138 

Accounts  delivered  in  by  witness  to  the  Commission  including  salary,  on  settlement 

thereof,  Cole  4873-4909. 

See  also  Editors.  Officers.  Receipt  and  Expenditure.  Remuneration.  Secretary. 

Sale  of  Public  Records  as  private  Property.  See  Records,  5. 

Sale  of  Records.  See  King’s  Remembrancer.  Ord,  Craven.  Pickering,  Mr.  Publica- 
tions. Records.  Theft  of  Records.  Waste  Paper. 

Salisbury.  Nature  of  Records  and  documents  preserved  in  Salisbury,  Benson  4975 

Richness  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Records  of  the  See,  Benson  4975. 

See  also  Agincourt,  Battle  of.  Old  Sarum.  Privy  Council.  Liber  Ruber.  Lollards. 

Osmund,  Saint. 

Saxon  Laws.  See  Anglo  Saxon  Laws. 

Scala  Chronicle.  Published  by  the  Maitland  Club  from  a MS  preserved  in  Christ  Church 

College,  Cambridge,  Tytler  42(54 Published  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Stephenson, 

Sub-commissioner  of  Records,  Tytler  4264 Quite  equal  in  its  class  to  the  works  of 

the  greatest  antiquarian,  Tytler,  4274. 

Scarlett,  Mr.  See  Cornwall,  Duchy  of. 

Schools  of  Transcribers  See  Palaograpical  Books  Transcribers,  School  of. 

Scotland,  History  of . Witness  employed  in  editing  documents  relating  to  the  History  of 

Scotland,  Palgrave  4325 Value  of  fragments  of  Scottish  History  now  publishing, 

Allen  7317. 

Scottish  Crown.  The  doubt  respecting  the  renunciation  of  all  right  of  superiority  over  the 
Scottish  Crown  by  Edward  111.  in  1328,  has  been  done  away  by  the  documents  inserted  in 
the  new  Rymer,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  13 ,p.  730. 

O.33.  m 2 Scottish 
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Law.  A cony  of  a code  of  Scottish  taw  acquired  i^parchaseyt.f®&feg.tofcffie 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  Thomson  3839'  • „ 

Scotch  Homage  Rolls.  Though  perfect  in  itself  was  sold  as  waste  paper,  Ref.  W —Have 

neither  calendar  nor  index.  Copper  1081. 

. , - 4..-  Dnminnrum  Auditorum.  Acta  Dominorum  Conciln.  Acts  of  Scottish, 

Scotland.  See  A\-.pnl  Charters  Bunnatyne  Club.  Cartu/anes.  Edinburgh.  Fees.  In- 
Pafltament. _ A Private  Records.  Real  Property.  Records.  Registration.  Re- 

Sr“S:  Zars /Services.  RotSi  Seotim.  Scotch  Homage  Rolls. 

\ Scotch  History.  Scottish  Law.  Switzerland. 

Scriptores  Reram  Danicarum.  Collection  of,  a considerable  improvement  on  the  execnt.oi 
of  Muraori’s  plan.  Gamier  4079. 

Scope  and  Grosvenor  Rolls.  Edited  by  witness  ; large  fees  paid  at  the  Tower  for  trans- 
cription i Record  published  by  subscription,  Nicolas  4586. 

Seals  Evidence  as  to  cutting  off  seals  on  binding  up  Records  Cooper  43"- ; iftngwort/, 

Seals.  Evmence  Mr.tole  would  not  cut  off  seals  or  do  any  thing  of  the  kind, 

9r53  ;.„T Mr  Cavley  cut  off  the  seals  of  a great  number  of  conventual  leases,  111 

fr7r  to  Arrange  the  leaseslr  volumes.  Cole  47oo-4707—Builder  employed  to  lake  down 
ll  buddings  in  Westminster  Hall  informed  witness  that  he  possessed  a considerable 
collection  off  seals,  charters  and  other  documents  found  there,  Cote  4435. 

Searches.  See  Access  to  Records.  Cornwall,  DuchJ/  of,  6. 

Secretary.  Opinion  of  witness  that  too  much  was  left  to  the  secretary  both  by  the  former 
and  the  present  Commission,  Rep.  xxxi.  xxxn.  xxxiv,  Illingworth  868,  869—  The 
1 JZ»mmt  of  the  Board  has  rested  with  the  secretary  and  some  Commissioners, 
ITiom  S h“s  had  communication,  Rep.  xxxiv.  ■ Ha, iL  ,6,  r—Pmctically  the 
Sirs  of  the  Board  have  fallen  very  much  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  Ha  Ham  7610 
—-Office  of  secretary  taken  by  Mr.  Cooper,  with  the  understanding  that  the  business 

of  the  Commission  wL  to  be  subordinate  to  his  legal  business,  Protheroe : 13191  1308. 

1331  1340 Evidence  as  to  salary  of  secretary  ; rent  of  house  m Boswell-court,  and 

contingencies,  Protheroe  1444-1453 Explanations  relative  to  Mr.  Protheroe  s state- 

ments of  expenses  of  secretary’s  department,  Cooper  7944. 7946- 

The  Board  has  surrendered  too  large  a portion  of  its  authority,  and  almost  the  whole 

management,  to  the  secretary.  Protheroe  0148 Unsatisfactory  effects  produced  by  his 

irregufaritv  Rep.  xxxiv Witness  has  always  found  the  secretary  easily  accessible  and 

prompt  inli  s attention  to  business  ; no  inconvenience  except  having  occasionally  to  apply 

fo  h?m  ii  court,  Hunter  6309 ■The  work  of  Mr.  Cooper  on  Records  is  a manual  ot  Record 

iter-dare  a very  valuable  and  useful  work,  but,  being  the  contribution  of  various  persons, 
contains  various  opinions,  and  some  things  which  might  as  well  be  omitted  Hunter  6310 
Nature  of  tile  publication  on  the  office  of  secretary.  Cooper  2818 Not  sought  by 

witness  forced  on  him  by  Lord  Brougham,  Cooper  2777. 

See  also  Accounts.  Agenda.  Boohs.  Expenditure.  Finance.  Publications  of  Com- 
mission. Receipt  and  Expenditure. 

Selection  from  Exchequer  Records.  No  such  work  ; nothing  more  than  an  appendix  to  pro- 

ceedini  of  the  ISoard,  Cooper  126 Work  compiled  by  Mr.  Cole  should  not  be 

appended  to  the  Agenda,  Protheroe  1654-1657,  2010-2021--- Miscellaneous  Records  of 
King’s  Remembrancer  printed  as  agenda ; employment  of  Mr.  Cole  on  this  //Cooper 

2666-2675 Evidence  concerning  title-page  and  preface  Protheroe  1658  , Cooper  2687 , 

Co/e  4590:4640 Remuneration  to  be  received  by  Mr.  Cole  for  this  work,  Cooper  2702 

___Evidence  concerning  the  publication  of  this  volume  ; injudicious  mode  of  publishing- 

valuable  Records  as  agenda.  Cole  4633-4644 Loan  of  the  work  from  Mr.  Cooper  ; 

title-page  in  the  copy  lent  to  witness,  Braplep  6380 -Publication  of  such  a work  as 

Agenda  a waste  of  paper,  of  print,  and  of  no  use  to  the  public,  Nicolas  4229. 

°See  also  Agenda.  Cole , Mr.  Miscellaneous  Records,  1.  1 refaces. 

.Selection  of  Original  Records.  Opinions  relative  to  transcripts  and  printing,  Sep.  xxix. 
Selection  of  Works  for  Publication.  See  Publications,  6, 7- 

Sh'adwell,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Lancelot,  Vice-Chancellor.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)-Wit- 
ness’s  sanction  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Record  Committee  in  y°°’®~57^ 


printing  the  -year  books  which  are  printed,  would  diffuse  a more  general  knowledge  of  the 

English  law  than  people  at  present  possess,  6658 Publication  of  such  works  as 

Glanville,  Britton,  Bracton  and  Fleta  would  be  more  valuable  among  historians  and 

antiquaries  than  lawyers,  6659 Extent  to  which  Welsh  and  Saxon  laws  might  be 

useful,  6660-6662 Expedient  that  state  papers  of  the  nature  ot  Rymer  s l<cedera 

should  be  published,  6663 Not  an  expedient  measure  to  print  the  private  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, 6664 Value  of  many  of  the  Records  published  111  tithe  causes,  6605  - 

Difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  place  of  deposit  of  Records,  6666, 6669 Primary  object  of 

the  Commission  should  be  to  publish  calendars  and  indexes,  6667 Complaints  frequently 

made  as  to  fees,  6668 Method  of  keeping  the  Chancery  Records;  removed  and 

deposited  in  places  every  60  or  70  years,  where  it  is  difficult  to  find  them,  .6,673- 

Better  accommodation  is  necessary  for  some  Records  than  at  present  afforded,  6674 

Witness’s  opinion  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  Record  Commission  ; Commissioners 
should  be  preserved  as  an  honorary  body,  and  employ  subordinate  persons  to  be  paid  for 
their  work,  6678-6680. 

(Second 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Commmission : 1836.] 


SIE 


SPE 


93 


Shadwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  L.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

(Second  Examination.)  Has  heard  no  complaints  of  the  state  in  which  the  modern 
Records  of  the  Six  Clerks  Office  are  kept,  6688,  6689. 

Sieben  Biirgen.  Evidence  as  to  error  in  copying  clerk  in  preparing  returns  for  Parliament, 
Cooper  3 1 50-3t  53- 

Seisins,  Registry  of , Scotland.  No  grant  of  money  from  the  present.  Board,  except  to  pay  off 

a debt  for  index-making  to  the  Registry  of  Sesins,  Thomson  3751* Witness  began  an 

abridgment  of  the  Records  of  Seisins  as  far  back  as  1781,  which  has  been  completed  in 

manuscript  to  1830;  considerably  advanced  for  subsequent  years,  Thomson  3756* 

Reasons  against  printing  a large  number  of  a work  of  the  nature  of  the  index  forming  by 

witness,  Thomson  3771* Object  of  printing  the  index  has  been  to  save  the  trouble 

and  the  errors  of  transcribing,  Thomson  3772 Assistance  of  Commission  wanting 

for  the  completion  of  this  work,  Thomson  3830*. 

Signed  Bills.  Statement  by  the  secretary  as  to  the  necessity  of  sorting,  cleaning  and 
repairing  the  Signed  Bills  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Rep.  x. 

Signet  Bills.  Have  neither  calendar  or  index,  Cooper  1081. 

Six  Clerks  Office.  Arrangement  of  documents  at  Six  Clerks’  Office;  dispersion  of  the 

Records  among  the  offices,  Spence  5805 Bills  and  Answers  filed,  Spence  5805 

Facility  with  which  Mr.  Drew  refers  to  any  document  in  the  Six  Clerks’  Office,  Spence 

5805 Rules  of  this  office  as  to  searches,  Spence  5825 Facilities  afforded  to 

searchers  of  Records  at  the  Six  Clerks’  Office,  Leake  6125-6  129 Fees  not  unrea- 
sonable, Leake  6131 Arrangement  of  Records  in  a very  good  state,  Turton  6638-6642, 

6682,  6683  ; Drew  6690  ; Merivale  6687. 

See  also  Chancery  Records,  1. 

Smith,  Mr.  Vernon.  Interview  between  witness  and  Mr.  V,  Smith  at  the  Treasury,  relative 
Record  Commission,  accounts,  &c.,  Protheroe  1475. 

Society  of  ylntiquarians.  See  Antiquarian  Society. 

Somerset  House.  Records  there  are  deposited  in  vaults  two  stories  under  ground,  Rep.  viii. 

Inconvenience  of  the  vaults  useff  as  a depository  for  the  Exchequer  Records,  Rep.x i. 

Records  are  frequently  brought  from  thence  to  the  Temple,  where  they  remain  for 

some  time,  Rep.  xxvi. Evidence  concerning  damp  at  Somerset  House,  Illingworth  947 

• Records  deposited  there  in  a building  alternately  damp  and  dry.  Cole  4770 Bad 

state  of  the  building  at  Somerset  House  in  which  are  deposited  the  Pipe  Records,  Cooper 

1144 Records  kept  in  vaults  under  the  east  side  of  Somerset  House  reported  to  be 

free  from  damp ; injured  by  building  King’s  College,  Cooper  1805 The  vaults  there 

utterly  unfit  repositories  for  Records,  App.  p.  861. 

See  also  Pell  Office.  Pipe  Office.  Pipe  Rolls. 

Somerville,  Mrs.  Witness  would  rather  publish  Mrs.  Somerville’s  work  on  the  Mecanique 
Cceleste  than  the  work  of  La  Place,  Rees  5353-5357. 

Southey,  Dr.  Questions  submitted  to  him  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 

Commons  on  the  Public  Records,  App.  p.  729 His  answers  thereto,  App.  p.  731,  732 

List  of  publications  of  the  Record  Board  in  witness’s  possession,  Southey,  App.  Q.  15, 

P-731- 

Spankie,  Serjeant.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — General  knowledge  of  publications  of  the 

Record  Commission,  7431 Those  which  relate  to  the  value  of  ecclesiastical  property 

of  great  use  in  tithe  causes,  7432- — -Very  desirable  that  there  should  be  new  editions  of 

such  works  as  Bracton,  Fleta,  &c.,  7435-7440 The  Year  Books  also  deserve  to  be 

published,  7441 Such  works  as  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  and  Acts  of  Scotland,  could 

not  have  been  undertaken  except  by  the  State,  7442 Knowledge  of  Anglo-Saxon  laws 

would  be  highly  useful  in  a constitutional  point  of  view,  7444, 7445 Publications  issued 

under  Record  Commission  extremely  creditable  to  the  country,  7446 Opinion  as  to 

expediency  of  building  a central  Record  Office,  7456 A salaried  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners by  no  means  necessary,  7458 Financial  department  should  be  placed  under 

strict  control,  7460 Board  would  degenerate  if  salaried,  7464 Extent  to  which 

witness  would  have  persons  employed  with  salaries,  7465-7471 The  Board  ought  to 

select  the  editors,  7472. 

Speaker,  the  Right  lion.  Directions  to  secretary  to  avoid  all  expenditure  that  could  conve- 
niently be  spared.  Cooper  221. 

Speaker’s  Gallery.  Titles  (so  far  as  can  be  now  made  out)  of  every  book  stated  in  the  last 
Parliamentary  Return,  1835,  to  have  been  wanted  for  temporary  purposes,  and  to  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a bookseller  and  stationer  for  exchange,  or  to  have  been 
eventually  sent  to  the  British  Museum,  and  of  the  Books  removed  from  the  Speaker’s 
Gallery,  App.  p.  804-807. 

Searman,  Mr.;  See  Finance- 

Special  Commissions.  Many  Special  Commissions  for  the  examination  of  lands,  ports, 
forests,  rivers,  titles,  bounds  and  limits,  in  the  Carlton  Ride,  are  in  bad  condition  ; many 
supposed  to  be  there  cannot  be  produced,  Rep.  xiv. 

Specimens  of  Catalogues.  See  Catalogues. 

Spence,  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — A Chancery  Barrister  and  King’s  Counsel ; 

author  of  a work  upon  the  Judicial  Institutions  of  Europe,  5783 Considerable  value 

0.33.  m 3 of 
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Felice  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

of  the  Record  publications  on  Chancery  proceedings,  5787— Of  the  publications  gene 
raUv  to  persons  who  desire  knowledge  on  subjects  of  constitutional  or  legal  antiquities. 

It  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  get  any  bookseller  to  undertake  works 

5/09  579  _ , -n  j Commissioners  publications,  5792 Witness  aware  that 

qf  the  the:  Chronicles,  but  not  aware  of  the  result  as 

the  associated  0f  the  Six  Clerks’  Office;  dispersion  of  the 

a speculation,  5795> 579  the  Six  Clerks’ Office,  Examiner’s  Office,  Registrars 

Records  among  nd  Tnfolm'ent  Office,  5805 Suggestion  of  witness  when  in  Par- 

Office .Report  Office  a ^ ents  Should  be  collected  in  one  office,  5805 Facility  with 

Irament  that  all  tl  docume  ^ ^ ^ office>  68o6 All  fees  m 

*t.“s  of  law  are  tadiy  the  judges  of  the  courts,  58.5— Feed, ty  w.th  whrch 
d0R°l“of  the  Scteks'OffiM  afto  searches,’  58=5—-' Witness,  as  far  as  he :can  j edge 

°P  t'Vfhatinstead  of  grand  Committees  being  appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
standing  Committees  for  legislation  for  public  Records  and  other  subjects  of  national  im- 

standing  aonointed,  4830 Failure  of  Commissions  appointed  for  legal  reforms, 

CTanttf Sreomto see  their3 recommendations  effectually  carried  into  operation  5830 
^Master  o?the  Rolls  and  Vice-Chancellor  might  do  all  that  would  be  required  of  them  as 
■d  Pnmmissioners  *831 Evil  of  the  want  of  supervision  of  all  Commissions,  q83.2- 

Standing  Committee  of  the  Commonswould  insure  the  due  execution  of  the  duties 
r3 Commissioners8  0835— —The  fact  of  publications  being  distributed  to  the  Members 
- ftbe7wm  Houses’  and  Reports  being  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  by  order  of  the  King, 
woffid  Ae  Miament  a Lgmxancl  of  what  was  doing  by  the  Comm, ssron ; bat  the 
reports  should  be  referred  to  particular  persons  for  examination,  5840, 
s ‘ lord.  Plan  for  collection  of  materials  for  History  of  Britain  originated  with  Lord 
^Spencer  who  preferred  the  plan  of  Dorn  Bouquet  to  Muraton  Coo per  elyi— -Meehng 
affis  house  prior  to  settling  the  plan  on  which  materials  for  the  history  of  Britain  should 

n!  collected P Petrie  3410-3403-- Witness’s  plan  for  collecting  materials  for  history 

printed  by  the  secretary  of  the  Record  Commission  without  Ins  consent  or  knowledge, 
Petrie  3491,  3492* 

Spring  Gardens.  See  Land  Revenue.  . 

Stalactites.  Found  in  the  vaults  of  Somerset  House  in  which  Records  are  deposited, 

SumUn'jotn  Henry.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Clerk  of  Reports  in  the  Court  of 
•Chancery  6254— Nature  of  the  documents  deposited  in  the  Report  Office,  6355 
Consisting  of  books  of  orders  and  decrees  and  indexes,  reports  and  indexes ; Accountant- 
General's  certiffcate  from  the  date  of  the  first  appointment;  exceptions  to  reports  and 
petitions  6255 — —Records  in  the  Report  Office  oi  the  Court  of  Chancery  ate  m excel- 
lent order  and  easy  of  access,  6256 Charges  for  searches  6 d.  per  year,  6257-— 

Charo-es  for  copies  9 d.  per  folio  ; charge  regulated  by  Lord  Hardwick  s order,  1743,  6259 

Records  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  the  most  important  m the  kingdom;  few  estates 

of  magnitude  uot  connected  with  the  Court  of  Chancery,  6260-— Records  in  a most 
excellent  state  of  arrangement ; not  a thing  which  could  not  be  produced  immedrately, 

Star  Chamber.  Proceedings  and  reports  of  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber  deposited  m the 
Chapter  House  merely  tied  up  in  bundles  ; impossible  to  nse  them  without  being  flattened 
out  and  bound,  Palgrave  4343- 

Stapleton , Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  been  engaged  in  a course  of  historical 
inquiry  on  the  connexion  between.  Normandy  and  England  5139— —Has  made  great  use 

ofqthe  publications  of  the  Record  Commission,  5140 Has  found  the  works  of  essential 

importance,  5143 The  selection  made  for  publication  is  the  most  judicious  possible 

ex 44 Publications  of  late  years  are  a great  improvement  upon  former  practice,  514b 

_ The  late  works  have  been  extremely  accurate,  5147 Importance  of  the  i ipe  Rolls, 

ex 48 Calendars  of  the  Inquisitions  and  the  Abrevatio  Placitorum  not  well  done, 

rx47 Value  of  Sir  F.  Palgrave’s  work  on  Parliamentary  Writs,  514Q- Most  desn- 

able  that  the  work  should  be  continued,  leaving  out  the  alphabetical  digest,  5J52 
Publications  of  the  Commission  have  had  a great  tendency  to  diffuse  a knowledge  ot 

historical  literature  in  the  country,  51 53,  5154 Nature  of  documents  consulted  at 

Rouen  and  Caen  by  witness ; they  were  not  arranged,  nor  had  they  any  catalogue,  0 150 
c] 62 How  far  transcripts  would  supply  the  place  of  printed  works,  5ibb-  Expen- 

diture of  public  money  on  publications  useful  to  the  educated  classes  warrantable,  5ib9- 

Not  possible  for  any  individuals  to  publish  Records  and  cover  expenses  ; by 

personal  favour  or  subscription  it  might  be  done,  but  could  not  as  an  ordinary  specula- 
tion 5180 Records  at  Caen  have  been  sorted,  and  a calendar  printed  at  the  expense 

of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  5181 The  wardrobe  accounts  and  household  accounts 

of  Edward  III.  are  the  only  Records  published  by  the  Antiquarian  Society,  5185 

Witness  commissioned  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  to  edit  the  Norman  Rolls,  5107 
Accuracy  of  the  Close  Rolls,  5193 Rotuli  Selecti  not  accurate,  but  deficiencies  sup- 
plied by  a valuable  errata,  5196 Publication  of  the  Chancellor  s Roll,  generally 

speaking,  a very  fair  work;  there  are  however  a good  many  errata,  5211.  State 
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State  Paper  Office  : 

1.  Arrangement,  Access  and  Indexes. 

2.  Publications  by  Government. 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Arrangement,  Access  and  Indexes. 

Commission  for  methodizing  other  Record  Offices  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  1800,  similar  to  the  one  that  had  been  issued  for  methodizing  the  State  Paper  Office, 

Rep.  xx. Volumes  are  well  arranged,  but  not  catalogued,  Tytler  4259 Not  under 

the  power  of  the  Record  Commission,  Tytler  4260 Valuable  documents  in  this  office  ; 

difficulties  of  consulting  them,  Nicolas  3979 Institution  of  the  State  Paper  Office, 

Tytler  4293 Evils  arising  from  want  of  catalogues,  Tytler  4293 Papers  discovered 

in  the  State  Paper  Office  of  material  importance  to  Mr.  Thomson’s  publication,  Tytler 

4293 Civility  experienced  by  witness  from  every  officer  of  the  State  Paper  Office, 

Tytler  4299 Catalogues  alone  wanting,  Tytler  4299 The  want  of  such  documents 

no  imputation  on  the  Record  Commission,  Tytler  4300 State  Paper  Office  not  under 

the  cognizance  of  Record  Commission,  Tytler  4300 Arrangement  of  confided  to  a 

Special  Commission  by  the  King,  Tytler  4301. 

The  arrangement  is  believed  to  be  admirable  in  its  plan  and  excellent  in  its  execution, 

but  few  unsorted  documents.  Cooper,  p.  671 A letter  in  the  State  Paper  Office  may  be 

evidence,  while  the  answer  in  the  British  Museum  would  not  be  admissible,  Nicolas  3974 
— Publication  of  state  papers  or  documents  of  that  sort  important  with  reference  to  the 

History  of  the  Constitution,  Wetherell  5992 Date  to  which  state  papers  might  be  open 

to  the  public,  so  as  to  distinguish  between  historical  and  more  modern  papers,  Tytler  8226, 
8227  It  would  be  useful  to  historian  that  the  Record  Commission  should  extend  its 
labours  to  publishing  indexes  to  documents  now  contained  in  the  State  Paper  Office, 

Tytler  8191,  8229 Under  present  regulations  not  sufficient  facilities  of  access,  Tytler 

8227  Witness’s  objections  are  to  system  followed  in  the  office,  alterations  in  which 
are  not  in  the  power  of  the  keeper,  Tytler  8234. 

2.  Publications  by  Government. 

Publication  of  the  last  volume  of  State  Papers,  relating  to  Ireland,  though  valuable, 

has  had  but  a very  limited  sale,  Gurney  5227 Sale  of  works  published  by  entrusted 

to  witness ; number  of  copies  sold ; want  of  sale  does  not  arise  from  want  of  interest  in 
the  public  in  historical  works;  the  books  might  have  sold  better  in  a cheaper  form, 
Murray  3287 — —Price  paid  on  the  State  Papers  not  a remunerating  price,  Rees  5330 

Publications  would  have  been  more  popular  if  selections  had  been  made  from  a more 
modern  date,  Rees  5371 . 

3.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

Witness  derived  much  assistance  from  a perusal  of  them  while  compiling  his  Naval 
History  and  Biography,  Southey,  App.  Q.  9-12 ,p.  731. 

See  also  Royal  Letters  and  State  Papers. 

Stationery  Office.  Course  of  examination  of  the  King’s  printer’s  accounts,  Macdonald 
6477 Prices  the  same  now  as  before  the  Stationery  Office  examined  accounts,  Mac- 

donald 6486-6493. 

See  also  Chapter  House. 

Statutes.  Matter  of  great  regret  that  the  Commission  did  not  publish  the  Statutes  in  a 

cheaper  form,  Parkes  4412 Great  value  of  the  authentic  document  of  the  Statutes  of 

the  Realm,  published  by  the  Board,  Rep.  xxx.  Benson  4965 ; Bruce  5920 ; Sugden  8016 ; 

IAttledale  8299 A separate  collection  of  repealed  Statutes  should  be  printed,  Wetherell 

6055 The  first  respecting  the  Statutes,  as  published  by  the  Record  Board,  contains 

valuable  information,  volume  of  Magna  Charta  and  its  repealed  publication,  Lingard, 
App.  Q.  IQ,  p.  730 Number  of  copies  printed  by  the  Record  Board,  App  p.  732.' 

See  also  -ic£s  of  Parliament,  Ireland.  Private  Acts.  Repealed  Statutes. 

Stealing  Records.  See  Theft  of  Records. 

Stephen,  Roll  of.  This  Roll  was  printed  because  it  was  the  earliest  of  a very  curious  and 

valuable  series  of  Records  called  the  Pipe  Roll,  Cooper  2576 Indexed  by  Mr. 

Hunter,  Cooper  2579. 

Stephen,  II.  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Highly  desirable  that  such  works  as  Bracton, 

Glanville  and  Fleta  should  be  published,  6768 Evidence  as  to  value  of  Year  Books; 

use  to  lawyers;  of  the  greatest  service  in  facilitating  the  study  of  the  law,  that  an 
authentic  edition  of  the  Year  Books  should  be  published,  6769,  6777-6782,  6811,  6821- 

6834 Mode  of  publication,  6838-6841 Works  of  the  description  of  the  Statutes 

could  not  be  undertaken  under  any  other  than  a Government  sanction,  and  at  a public 

expense,  6772 Importance  of  the  Anglo-Norman  laws  to  the  present  law  of  England, 

6774,6855 -Witness  derived  much  benefit  from  the  Placitorum  Abbreviatio,  in  a 

°-33-  m 4 work 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


96 


STE 


[Record 


Stephen,  H.  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

work  he  published,  6775 Publication  of  Records  of  the  Curia  Regis  of  great  value, 

6777. 

Stevenson  Joseph.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— A Sub-commissioner,  appointed  April  1836, 

0725-3727 First  engaged  by  Mr.  Cooper,  verbally,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hardy, 

0720 Nature  of  engagements;  to  collect  materials  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  and  make  a 

calendar  to  miscellaneous  documents,  3732 Employed  at  the  British  Museum,  in  the 

manuscript  department,  till  engaged  by  Mr.  Cooper,  3735 -Would  not  have  engaged 

himself  in  the  temporary  employ  of  Mr.  Cooper,  3737 Engagement  as  to  salary, 

o 744—  -Not  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  secretary,  3747~3761 First  employed  at  the 

Tower  in  examining  Miscellaneous  Records  for  selecting;  for  the  Fcedera,  3763- 

Witness’s  opinion  expressed  to  the  Commissioners,  that  his  time  and  their  funds  might 

be  better  employed  than  on  such  work,  3769-3770 Witness’s  opinion  that  it  was 

more  advisable  to  print  the  Pipe  Rolls  of  King  John,  3772. 

State  of  work  on  witness’s  succeeding  Sir  F.  Palgrave,  3775- Witness  never  has  been 

employed  in  cleaning  or  arranging  or  sorting  the  Miscellaneous  Records,  3780 Mr. 

Reties  would  not  have  allowed  such  interference  with  hisoffice,378i Witness’s  employ- 

ment in  extra  hours  has  been  forming  a chronological  abstract  of  documents  transcribed  for 
the  new  edition  of  Fcedera,  3789 — —Witness  discontinued  the  work  on  account  of  the 

dissatisfaction  which  the  work  has  excited,  3790 Rate  of  pay  five  guineas  per  sheet  3791 

This  work  to  be  printed  as  Appendix  to  Mr. Cooper's  Report,3792 The  work  should 

be  printed  as  an  independent  work,  3802 Witness’s  explanation  of  the  calculation  as  to 

making  indexes  to  the  Records  at  the  Tower,  which  was  handed  in  by  Mr.  Cooper ; 
inaccuracy  of  that  statement ; correctness  of  Mr.  Hardy’s  accounts,  3804 Unfair- 

ness of  witness’s  opinions  being  quoted,  his  information  having  been  a private  communi- 
cation, 3808 Mr.  Hardy’s  calculations  perfectly  correct,  and  witness’s  perfectly  erro- 

11 6 Ex  tent  to  which  calendars  would  be  useful  to  documents  at  the  Tower,  3816— — 

Calendars  most  essential  to  all  Records  of  value,  3817 Funds  of  Commission 

cannot  be  better  applied  than  in  calendaring  Records  at  Tower  on  Mr.  Hardy’s 

plan  3818 Favourable  opinion  of  specimens  of  catalogues  formed  by  Mr.  Cole, 

expressed  by  Mr.  Cooper,  3820-3825 Witness  has  heard  of  young  gentlemen  em- 

ployed by  Mr.  Black  at  the  Museum,  if  by  that  is  meant  a school  of  young  tran- 
scribers, 3827- Empldyed,  according  to  statement  of  one  employed  by  witness,  111 

copying  documents  about  100  years  old,  3830 Transcripts  on  which  they  have  been 

employed  are  of  no  earthly  value,  3831 At  a loss  to  know  of  what  use  books  could 

be  as  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  school,  3838: 

Inaccuracy  of  transcripts  ofRymer;  this  opinion  also  expressed  by  Sir  tl.  .Nicolas,  in  the 
preface  to  his  work  of  the  Proceedings  of  Privy  Council,  3843 Clerks  m witness’s  em- 

ploy • difficulty  of  teaching  persons  to  transcribe  with  accuracy ; waste  of  witness  s time, 
0845-3851 Dischargeof  transcribers  in  Sir  F.Palgrave’s  employ,  3852-3855 Dis- 
charge of  Mr.  Bond  from  the  Augmentation  Office,  3856 Witness  has  borrowed  books 

from  the  library  of  the  Record  Commission  for  his  own  purposes,  not  for  Commission  work, 
3858-3863 Works  purchased  by  witness  to  enable  him  to  complete  catalogue  of  docu- 
ments transcribed  for  the  Fcedera,  3864 -Has  been  desired  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  charge 

the  Commission  for  some  volumes,  but  has  not  done  so,  3866 The  only  instance  in 

witness  purchased  a book  at  the  expense  of  the  Commission  was  Tanner’s  Notitia  which 

Monastica,  3867- Has  manuscripts  ready  for  press,  but  nothing  printed  for  some 

months,  3870. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  Attention  of  the  House  called  to  his  statement  respecting  the  irregularities 

of  the  secretary.  Rep.  xxxiv. Employed  in  arranging  and  sorting  the  Records  at  the 

Tower,  Cooper  146. Nature  of  the  employment  of  the  Record  Commission,  Cooper  1050 

Employed  in  copying  Records  for  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  Hardy  3559,  3561 Not  em- 
ployed in  calendaring  Records,  Hardy  3562 Employment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  at  theTower; 

never  had  the  custody  of  Records,  Hardy  3705 Rate  of  remuneration  received  by  him. 

Cooper  2942 Value  of  his  catalogue;  use  made  of  his  work  by  witness;  correspon 

dence  made  available  to  witness  owing  to  Mr.  Stevenson’s  work,  Tytler  4259 Sums 

paid  him  as  compiler  of  the  calendars  of  the  miscellaneous  and  unsorted  Records  at  the 
Tower,  See.,  App.  p.  770 — -Outline  of  his  operations  at  the  Tower  since  the  commence- 
ment of  his  employment  there  in  August  1834,  App.  p.  749 Copies  of  his  Reports  of 

works  performed  by  himself  and  clerks  at  the  Record  Office,  Tower,  from  September 
1834  to  December  1835,  Jpp.p.  878-883. 

See  also  Forshall,  Mr.  Miscellaneous  Records.  Remuneration.  Sub-commissioners.  Tower. 

Stone  Tower.  Evils  resulting  to  certain  unexamined  Records  in  the  western  tower  of 
Westminster  Hall,  Rep.  xiii. 

Strasmtz.  Mention  of  this  place  in  Appendix  (A.) ; note  from  a foreign  correspondent; 
mistake  of  Michaud,  Cooper  3107. 

Stuttgard.  Collection  of  papers  from  Stuttgard,  in  Appendix  (B.)  to  Rymer,  relating  to 
English  history.  Cooper  2191. 

Sub-commissioner. 
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Sub-commissioner.  Only  appointment  of  a Sub-commissioner  by  the  present  Board  is  Rev. 

J.  Hunter,  Cooper  21 Duties  and  numbers  of  Sub-commissioners,  Cooper  32 

Inaccurate  manner  in  which  persons  may  have  been  so  styled  ; inconvenience  occasioned 
by  loose  use  of  the  term,  J&p.'xxxy.  Cooper  32,  34, 108— Names  of  Sub-commissioners 

employed  and  recognized  by  the  Board,  Cooper  104- Committee  appointed  on  the  best 

mode  of  remunerating  Sub-commissioners,  Cooper  7696—  Periodical  reports  made  bv 

editors  and  Sub-commissioners,  Cooper  7732 Witness  appointed  by  the  Board  a 

Sub-commissioner,  Hunter  3165 — —Witness  appointed  a Sub-commissioner,  Stevenson 
3725- 

Advantageous  to  have  more  frequent  intercourse  between  the  Board  and  the  Sub-commis- 
sioners, Protheroe  1478 Evidence  concerning  persons  who  do  the  business  of  Sub- 
commissioners, and  should  be  considered  in  that  light,  Protheroe  1666 -Very  great  con- 
fusion existing  in  the  use  of  the  word,  Protheroe  1664 Editors  and  clerks  do"  the  work 

of  Sub-conimissioners,  Protheroe  1665 Claim  of  Mr.  Hardy  to  be  so  considered  ; so 

addressed  by  witness.  Cooper  109,  no,  111  ; March/  3527 Claim  of  Mr.  Cole  to  be 

so  considered,  having  been  so  addressed  and  written  to  by  witness,  Cooper  1 12— — 
Directed  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  style  himself  Sub-commissioner  for  Arrangement  of  Exche- 
quer Records;  that  title  scratched  out  by  Mr.  Cooper,  Cole  4735 -Word,  Sub-com- 
missioner, erased  by  Mr.  Cooper, Hunter  3346-335° Word,  Sub-commissioner,  erased 

by  Mr.  Hunter  or  Mr.  Cooper,  Protheroe  2129. 

Mr.  Cooper  styled  both  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Hardy  Sub-commissioners  in  his  correspon- 
dence with  witness,  Protheroe  2099,  21.00 -Importance  of  the  term  to  those  employed,. 

Protheroe  2101 Statement  delivered  in  by  Sir  H.  Inglis  from  Lord  Brougham  relative 

to  proceedings  on  the  memorial  of  Messrs.  Cole  and  Hardy,  which  were  not  considered  as 
pronouncing  censure,  but  merely  refusing  to  appoint  one  or  the  other  of  them  a Sub-com- 
missioner at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances,  p.  214 Duty  performed  and  time 

employed  by  the  Sub-commissioners,  in  executing  the  orders  of  His  Majesty’s  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Public  Records,  between  March  1829  and  March  1830,  App.  p.  808. 

See  also  Boohs,  3.  Cole,  Mr.  Ilardy,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Officers.  Police  Reports. 

Receipt  and  Expenditure.  Quarterly  Reports.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Thomson,  M r. 

Subsidy  Rolls.  Have  neither  calendar  nor  index.  Cooper  1081. 

Sugden,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Witness  inclined  to  think 
it  would  be  desirable  that  there  should  be  erected  a general  repository  for  the  preservation 

of  the  more  ancient  Records,  7981 One  place  of  access  would  be  highly  convenient  to 

the  historian  and  lawyer  to  all  Records  down  to  Henry  the  Seventh’s  time,  7981-7983 

Witness  has  seen  as  much  of  cases  in  which  documents  have  been  searched  for,  with 

a view  of  establishing  titles,  as  any  man  living,  7990 Has  not  met  with  complaints 

of  want  of  access  to  Records,  of  the  difficulty  with  which  searches  are  made,  or 'of 

impediments  made  in  the  way  of  obtaining  them  for  ordinary  use,  7991 Case  in 

vyhich  witness  wished  to  examine  a case,  Fowler v.  North;  expenses  as  to  fees;  applica- 
tion of  fees,  7991- 7994 Suggestion  that  fees  should  be  remitted  upon  searches  for 

legal  or  historical  purposes,  7995. 

No  complaints  or  difficulties  in  obtaining  access  to  Records  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, 7997>  8001-8004 Examination  concerning  state  of  indexes  to  Records  of 

courts  of  law,  8000,  8002 Docket  books  of  the  King’s  Bench  well  adapted  for 

the  purpose  for  which  they  were  wanted,  8003 Necessity  of  an  ancient  boundary- 

in  placing  Records  in  any  general  deposit,  or  each  court,  according  to  the  nature  of 

its  business,  must  have  a different  date,  8008 Reasons  why  publication  of  the  Year- 

Books  unnecessary  ; the  benefit  would  be  in  no  proportion  whatever  to  the  loss  by  the 

expense,  8009 Such  a publication  as  a new  edition  of  the  works  of  Glanville, 

Britton,  Bracton  and  Fleta,  would  be  so  highly  honourable  to  a country  like  this,  that 

witness  should  think  it  highly  desirable,  Solo" Not  an  expedient  measure  to  print  the 

private  Acts  down  to  a certain  period  for  public  use,  8012-8015- Edition  of  the  Statutes 

of  England  and  Scotland  highly  useful  and  creditable  to  the  country,  8016. 

Witness  of  opinion  generally  against  gratuitous  labour,  as  no  continuing  work  can. 

bo  well  executed  except  by  those  paid  fur  their  labour,  8018 Record  Commission  to 

a certain  extent  an  exception,  8019 Details  of  arrangement,  preparations  of  indexes, 

calendars,  can  be  expected  from  none  but  persons  with  salaries,  8019 Certainly  not 

better  to  vest  the  supreme  direction  in  a body  of  persons  receiving  salaries,  8025 — i — 
There  ought  to  be  some  person  of  station  and  consequence  whose  whole  time  should  be 
dedicated  to  the  Commission,  and  who  would  be  paid,  who  should  have  a strong  power  as 
a controlling  power  in  common  with  the  superior  authority  of  the  Board,  8027 — - -Opinion 

as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  fines  should  be  printed,  8034 Publication  of  Privy 

Council  Books  desirable,  8036 Speaking  generally  of  the  publications  of  the  Record 

Commission,  they  arc  of  a highly  respectable  character,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  a great 
benefit  to  the  country,  8036— — Publications  received  by  witness  from  the  Board  of 
Record  Commissioners ; considers  them  decidedly  a donation,  8037-8042. 

Suitors.  Extract  from  the  evidence  of  different  witnesses  relative  to  the  evils  10  suitors  of 

the  fees  charged  in  different  Record  Offices,  Rep.  xxiv Of  the  greatest  importance 

to  suitors  to  have  Records  in  perfect  order  and  accessible,  Illingworth  871,  872. 

Suitors’  Fund.  Objection  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  to  any  payment  being  made  from 
the  suitor’s  fund  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  erection  of  a Record  Office,  Langdale, 
0.33.  n Lord 
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Suitors'  Fund — continued. 

lora  Concurrence  with  the  opinion  of  the  Accountant-general  on  this  point, 

Langdate,  Lord,  461 4 If  the  public  require  the  accommodation  they  should  pay  for 

it,  Langdale,  Lord  4515- 

See  also  Petty  Bag  Office.  . . ' r 

Supervision  of  Commission.  See  Constitution  of  the  Commission,  o. 

Surveys  of  Church  Livings.  Among  documents  designated  “ Miscellaneous”  at  the  Rolls 

ChSee1llso°CfarS^W>i««'  Ecclesiastical  Survey.  Valor  Ecclesiasttcus. 

o f u ' , Survey  made  of  the  Record  deposits  by  certain  members  of 

^SS^re^the  Treasury,  Coop„.  Witness  does . not  know 

tho  d“w  up  the  report.  Cooper  77* o A personal  inspection  of  the  principal  depo- 

Titories  determined  on  by  the  Commissioners ; by  whom  undertaken,  and  number  of 
offices  inspected,  App.  860. 

Survey  of  Wales.  See  Wales. 

. r-r  Worts  Ko  work  that  is  now  in  progress  need  or  ought  to  be  suspended  with 

4 Sctation  that  any  thing  will  be  found  that  ought  to  make  part  of  it.  Hunter  630c 

fSneeas t suspended  works,  and  debt  of  Commission,  AUeu  74.1  0-7414— Evidence 

to  works  suspended  by  Mr.  Cooper,  Protheroe  1606 Catalogues  to  Records  by 

Mr  cZ  LoXyse  ; Cofc  4616— Close  Rolls,  publication  of  suspended  for  want  of 

funds  Cooper  1941— -Materials  for  British  History  suspended.  Cooper  2.167 New 

edition  of  Ryme?  suspended,  Cooper  2184 Oblata  Rolls  and  Patent  Rolls  suspended. 

Cooper  26. 1 Norman  Rolls  suspended,  Cooper  2617 Parliamentary  Wilts,  Cooper 

2624— — Operations  at  the  Pipe  Office,  Cooper  178  ; Panton  7105-7107- P'Pe  R°lls 

funner  2624 Register  of  Great  Seal  Scotland,  Thomson  3823. 

Sefato'C/o^f  Roll.  Norman  Rolls.  Oblata  Bolls.  Patent  Rolls.  Pipe  Office  Rolls. 

Privy  Council. 

Sweet  Stephen.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)-Law-bookseller  and  stationer,  6058-— 
A wild  speculation  in  any  booksellers  to  attempt  a publication  of  such  works  as  the 

Year  Books,  Bracton,  Fleta,  Glanville  or  Britton,  6060 Attempts  of  Mr  Butterworth 

to  collect  subscribers  to  a new  editon  of  Bracton,  given  up  though  the  editor  had  made 

considerable  progress,  6o6l Many  gentlemen  of  high  legal  attainments  who  would 

" S assistance  to  national  publications,  but  who  would  no  labour  for  booksellers, 

fofa Attempts  of  witness  to  issue  a new  publication  of  Year  Books  and  old  Reports  , 

relinquished  on  fang  convinced  of  the  badness  of  the  speculation  6064— —Witness  does 
no tthffik  that  any  bookseller  would  undertake  the  publication  of  the  work  mentioned  by 
Sir  C.Wetlierell,  even  if  the  society  of  the  Temple  made  them  a present  of  the  manu- 
script 6067 No  booksellers  would  have  undertaken  the  publication  of  the  works  of 

the  Record  Commission,  6068-6070 Value  of  publications  would  be  much  enhanced 

if  they  were  made  evidence  by  Act  of  Parliament  6070- No  bookseller  would  have 

undertaken  the  publication,  even  if  free  access  had  been  given  to  the  Recoids,  6071 
Most  economical  method  of  publishing  the  works  would  be  to  submit  them  to  publishers 

bv  tender  6072- General  style  of  the  publications  expensive;  splendom  considered 

more  than  utility,  6075 Opinion  of  witness  as  to  the  bad  printing  and  editing  of  the 

Rotuli  Locati,  handed  for  inspection  by  the  Commission,  6070. 

Switzerland.  A volume  of  Records  in  the  library  at  Berne , application  made  by  Govern- 
ment; volume  transmitted  to  this  country,  and  deposited  in  the  Geneial  ttegistei 

House,  Thomson  383i»-3838* Transcripts  of  documents  relating  to  Ireland  found  at 

the  Abbey  of  St.  Gall,  in  Switzerland,  App.  p.  884. 


Tauter  Edgar.  (Analysis  of  his  EvidenceO-Member  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  6151 
--Professionally  concerned  with  Records  ; has  continual  recurrence  to 


6153- 


— And  has  derived  much  assistance  from  them,  6154— —Witness  could  not  have 

pursued  his  inquiries  without  them,  6156 Witness’s  opinion  of  the  se  notion  made  by 

the  Commissioit  for  publication,  6161 The  Norman  Rolls  particularly  useful  to  wit- 
ness 6162 The  Fine  Rolls  are  very  important,  6164 The  Pipe  Rolls  also,  6165 

The  Rolls  of  the  Curia  Regis  must  be  of  great  importance  .to  persons  investigating 

constitutional  questions,  6166 The  Early  Fines  are  very  important  in  questions  of  pedi- 
gree and  genealogy,  6t67 The  Privy  Council  Books,  in  a constitutional  point  of  view, 

Serv  important,  6168 The  course  of  historical  inquiry  m general  has  been  favourably 

influenced  by  the  publications  of  the  Commission,  6169— Reasons  why  witness  con- 
siders  that  the  present  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  are  conducted  on  a vastly  more 
useful  and  economical  and  proper  system  than  they  originally  were,  6170. 

Witness  thinks  upon  the  whole  that  the  documents  published  by  the  Commissioners  have 

been  judiciously  selected,  6172 Important  to  have  had  parts  of  the  Red  Book  ot  the 

Exchequer  and  the  Liber  Niger  printed,  6172— Manner  in  which  the  Committee  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  proceeded  in  publishing  the  Anglo-Saxon  work,  Ccedmon,  edited  by 

Mr.  Thorpe,  6173-6175 Sale  of  the  book  would  never  have  paid  as  a bookselling 

speculation ’6177 The  next  work  undertaken  was  Layamon,  which  is  now  in  course  ot 

1 publication, 
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Taylor,  Edgar.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

publication,  6183 Great  benefit  would  be  derived  to  the  community  if,  aftercareful 

publication.  Records  were  made  prima  facie  evidence  for  legal  purposes,  6183 In  that 

case  the  cost  of  publication  would  be  amply  repaid  to  the  suitors  and  the  public,  6183. 

Taylor,  Sir  II.  See  Cornwall. 

Templars’  Booh.  Witness’s  opinion  that  this  work  is  inadequately  described  in  Mr.  Cole’s 
catalogue,  Hunter  3311. 

Temple,  Inner.  Bench  of  the  Inner  Temple  have  applied  a sum  of  money  from  their  own 
funds  for  the  publication  of  inedited  Reports  of  an  early  date,  upon  the  principle  of 
public  utility,  conceiving  that  a bookseller  would  not  run  the  risk,  Wetherell,  5985,  6028. 

Tenders  for  Printing.  Tenders  were  obtained  by  the  present  Commission  from  Printer’s 
Committee  appointed  ; King’s  Printer’s  charge  found  lower  than  any  price  that  could 

be  obtained  elsewhere,  Macdonald  6470-6473 Printing  of  Records  should  be  by 

tender,  the  work  having  been  edited  at  the  expense  of  the  Board,  Sweet  607a. 

Terriers.  Preserved  in  the  registers  of  the  different  dioceses,  repeatedly  referred  to  in  tithe 
causes,  Boteler  6110.  See  also  Tithes. 

Territorial  Surveys.  See  Wales. 

Testamentary  Bequests.  See  Ecclesiastical  Courts. 

Testa  de  Neville.  Complete  in  itself,  though  sold  as  waste  paper,  Rep.  xxxvi. Witness 

not  aware  of  any  inaccuracies  in  this  work  ; evidence  as  to  plan  of  the  work  as  pub- 
lished by  Commission,  Cooper  2842 Roll  of  the  Testa  de  Neville  delivered  to  witness 

on  the  order  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer,  Cole  4464 Errors  in  the  published  Record 

of  Testa  de  Neville,  Cole  4763-4769  ; Phillips  7529. 

Tewington.  Nature  of  conveyance  of  the  manor  of  Tewington  from  the  Duchy  of  Corn- 
vyall,  Coode  4011 — — Evidence  relating  to  the  discovery  of  a document  in  the  Augmenta- 
tion Office  relating  to  the  Manor  of  Tewington,  Cole  4709. 

Theft  of  Records.  Labourers  and  others  employed  in  removing  Records  from  Westminster 

Hall  purloined  considerable  quantities,  Rep.  xii.xxvii. Evidence  concerning  theft 

of  Records,  Cooper  1225—1230;  Cole  4925. 

See  also  Glue  Mahers.  Records,  4, 5.  Rodd,  Mr.  Westminster  Hall. 

Thierry,  Mr.  His  work  011  the  Conquest  of  England  by  the  Normans,  printed  by  the  Royal 
Printing  Office  in  France,  Gamier.  4084. 

Thomson,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Sub-commissioner  of  former  Board,  3725* 

Nature  of  Records  deposited  in  the  Record  Office  of  Edinburgh,  3728^-373^* 

■— — Character  of  the  building,  3733* Expense  of  the  building  amounted  to  8,000  £., 

3737^-3739* Records  in  a state  of  perfect  accessibility ; are  arranged  systemati- 
cally ; different  parts  of  the  building  appropriated  to  different  Records,  3740*- 

Documents  arranged  in  classes  and  chronologically,  3742* State  of  calendars  and 

indexes,  3744*,  3747#_3749* Ho  grant  since  the  existence  of  the  present  Commis- 
sion, except  to  pay  off  a debt  for  index-making  by  the  Registry  of  Seisins,  3751* 

Extent  to  which  witness  has  formed  calendars  to  the  Records  of  Seisins,  3755*,  3756* 

No  deed  affecting  real  property  in  Scotland  is  effectual  against  third  parties 

without  being  registered  within  a limited  time,  3757* Down  to  the  dissolution  of 

the  late  Commission,  funds  were  supplied  to  witness  ; from  1831  to  the  present  time 

the  expense  of  making  indexes  has  entirely  fallen  upon  witness,  3759#~3769# 

Reasons  against  printing  a large  number  of  a work  of  the  nature  of  the  index  formino- 
by  witness,  3771.* 

Object  of  printing  the  index  has  been  to  save  the  trouble  and  the  errors  of 

transcribing,  3772* Calendars  complete  to  1830,  3777* Mode  adopted  for 

continuance  to  the  present  time,  3780* Fees  paid  for  inspection  of  Minute  Book, 

and  for  inspection  of  document ; fees  go  to  a general  fund ; keepers  paid  by  salary, 

3786* Evidence  as  to  present  state  of  fees,  and  how  far  they  might  be  reduced,  ancl 

to  what  extent  they  would  bear  the  expense  of  indexing,  3787^-3808* Great  pains  and. 

expense  by  the  late  Commission  in  putting  Records  in  Scotland  in  a better  condition, 

when  in  a decayed  state,  3809*- Present  Commission  done  nothing  but  pay  arrears,  nor 

could  they  do  any  thing  in  the  way  of  transcription,  3S1 1* Witness  engaged  in  editing 

and  printing  Records  ; first  Record,  the  Retours  of  Services,  which  were  abridged  and 

printed,  3812* Nature  of  the  works,  Acta  Dominorum  Auditonnn  and  ActaDominorum 

Concilii,  3815.* 

Publication  of  the  work.  Acts  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  entrusted  to  witness; 
discovery  of  documents  which  has  retarded  the  work,  3818  *-3820* Abridg- 

ment of  the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Scotland  under  witness’s  superintendence, 

3S2i*-3823* No  part  of  this  work  has  been  printed,  except  a small  specimen,  3827* 

Objects  as  regards  Records  in  Scotland,  in  which  the  aid  of  the  Commission  is 

necessary  at  the  present  time,  3829* Testimony  of  witness  to  the  propriety  and  anxious 

zeal  with  which  the  duties  were  performed  by  the  late  Commission,  3831* Witness’s 

opinion  as  to  the  best  formation  of  a Record  Board,  3832*-3835# Constant  endeavour 

of  witness  to  collect  into  the  General  Register  Office  all  Records  that  were  existing  in 

0.33.  n 2 private 
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Thomson,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

private  hands  and  other  repositories,  3836* Documents  discovered  in  Switzerland, 

3837* Code  of  Scottish  law,  acquired  by  purchase,  of  a date  prior  to  themiddle  of  the 

fourteenth  century,  3839.* 

Thomson,  Mr.  Appointed  Sub-commissioner  by  old  Board,  Cooper  35 Note  to  his  evi- 

dence, App.  p.  914,  915. 

Thorpe,  Mr.  His  remuneration  as  editor.  Cooper  2851- Editor  of  Appendix  (B.)  to 

Ryiner’s  Feed  era,  Protheroe  2079 Editing  Anglo-Saxon  Laws;  terms  with  Commission; 

work  proceeding'  in  a satisfactory  manner,  Cooper  2167. 

Tickets.  Evidence  as  to  tickets  having  been  cut  off  Rolls  at  the  Augmentation  Office  by 

Mr.  Cole,  Cooper  1281 Whatever  labels  have  been  moved  by  witness  were  to  improve 

the  arrangement  carrying  on  at  the  office,  Cole  4682 Cause  of  witness  having  cut  off 

tickets  placed  to  Record's  by  Mr.  Caley,  Cole  4841. 

Tin.  Nature  of  toll  of  tin  arising  from  tin  bounds;  right  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  to  toll 
of  tin  is  admitted,  Coode  4021. 

Tin  dal,  Lord  Chief  Justice.  See  Cornwall,  Duchy  of. 

Tithes.  Illustration  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Docket  Rolls  as  guides  to  the  Verdict  Rolls, 
Hewlett  557 Not  a tithe  case  where  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Record  Commission,  Wetherell  5994"  5995 Great  service  of  several  of 

the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission  to  parties  engaged  in  tithe  causes,  Bolder 

6101-6105;  Vice-Chancellor  6665 Parliamentary  survey,  taken  in  Cromwell’s  time, 

much  referred  to  in  tithe  causes,  Boteler  6108 Minister’s  accounts,  preserved  in  the 

Augmentation  Office,  also  much  used,  Boteler  Qioq  - -—Terrier’s  preserved  in  the  registries 

of  the  different  dioceses  repeatedly  referred  to  in  tithe  causes,  Bolder  6110 'Those 

which  relate  to  the  value  of  ecclesiastical  property  of  great  use  in  tithe. causes,  Spankie 

7432 Valor  Ecclesiasticus  has  been  very  useful  in  tithe  causes,  Alderson  7665 

Many  of  the  Record  Commissioners’  publications  of  great  use  in  tithe  causes,  LitHedale  8304. 
See  also  Ecclesiastical  Survey.  Terriers. 

Title-Deeds.  The  property  of  title-deeds  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  should  only  be  guarded 
wherejffie  interests  of  modern  lessees  are  concerned,  Coode  4002. 

Topographical  index.  See  Indexes. 

Topography.  Great  benefit  would  result  if  the  Record  Offices  were  made  accessible  to 
topographical  inquiries,  Protheroe  1663 — —Record  Commission  a great  benefit  to  all 

topographical  inquirers,  Baines  5442 Evidence  of  the  usefulness  of  the  works  to  those 

writing  topographical  works,  Baines  5447  ; Madden.  5470- — —Improvement  in  topogra- 
phical works  since  the  publications  of  the  Commission,  Ellis  5575 ; Nichols  5848 — — 
Topographers  have  made  less  use  of  Records  from  the  close  state  of  the  public  offices, 

expense  of  fees  and  office  copies,  Nichols  5851 Instance  of  expense  incurred  in  the 

prosecution  of  a topographical  inquiry  in  searching  Record  Offices,  Nichols  5859 

Engaged  in  topographical  researches  which  could  not  be  prosecuted  without  a knowledge 
of  the  national  archives,  Phillips  7478. 

Engaged  in  a topographical  inquiry,  and  found  the  works  of  the  Commission  so 
material  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  prosecute  his  researches  without  them, 

Merivale  5674-5678,  5682 Improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  topographical 

works  owing  to  Record  publications,  Merivale  5684 The  historical  part  of  topography, 

in  its  most  extended  meaning,  rests  upon  the  National  Records,  Hunter  6274-6276 

Manner  in  which  former  topographers  collected  their  data.  Hunter  6277 Witness 

regards  the  works  of  Record  Commission  as  containing  the  largest  materials  for  topo- 
graphy which  the  country  has  produced,  Braijley  6353 Publications  of  Record  Com- 
mission of  great  use  in  making  topographical  inquiries,  Gnmaldi  6498 Want  of 

arrangement  among  Records  inconvenient  for  topographical  inquiries,  Phillips  7485. 

See  also  County  History. 

Tours.  Proceedings  of  the  States-General,  held  at  Tours,  1484,  is  being  published  by  the 
French  Record  Commission,  Wright  8262. 

Tower: 

1.  Arrangement,  Access,  Buildings. 

2.  Fees. 

3.  Indexes. 

4.  Transcripts. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

i.  Progress  iu  Arrangement.  iv.  Miscellaneous  Documents. 

ii.  Reports.  v;  Letter  from  Mr.  Petrie, 

iii.  Chancery  Records. 

1.  Arrangement,  Access,  Buildings. 

Records  deposited  there  are  over  a gunpowder  magazine  and  contiguous  to  a steam- 

engine,  Rep.  viii. Calendars  of  the  Records  there  are  insufficient,  Rep.  xx.  xxx. 

Extracts  from  evidence  respecting  them,  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  completing  them. 

Pep.  xx. The  old  Commission  printed  calendars  to  some  records  in  the  Tower,  which 

are  inaccurate,  Hep.  xxiii. 
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Tower — -1.  Arrangement,  Access,  Buildings — continued. 

Persons  now  employed,  Cooper  1050 Complaints  against  buildings  as  Record 

deposits;  correspondence  with  Duke  Wellington  and  Mr.  Byham,  Cooper  1061 This 

repository  is  excepted  by  Mr.  Protheroe  out  of  his  charge;  Mr.  Hardy,  expressed  a 
strong  opinion  on  the  arrangement  being  admirable,  and  the  contents  well  ascertained. 

Cooper,  p.  671 The  present  Commission  have  taken  part  in  the  management  of  the 

Records  deposited  in  the  Tower,  Cooper  248 Arrangement  of  the  Records  at  the 

Tower;  Mr.  Stevenson  employed  in  arranging  and  sorting  them,  Cooper  146,  7770 — — 
Progress  made  in  arranging  Records,  Cooper  1067 Statement  as  to  Records  pub- 

lished or  about  to  be  published.  Cooper,  p.  87. 

Record  Commissionhas  not  done  anything  to  repair  or  arrange  the  Records,  Roberts  6971 

Record  Office  at  the  Tower  open  to  copying  at  all  times,  to  Commission,  to  any  extent, 

Petrie  3499 Tower  Records  well  arranged,  Petrie  3503 ; Hard)  3554  ; Gage  5038; 

Roberts  6944, 6945 Witness  has  found  every  facility  in  searching  at  the  Tower,  Gage 

,5063 : Every  facility  given  to  literary  searches,  Roberts  6946 Injustice  of  Mr.  Illing- 

worth’s pamphlet  in  its  reflections  on  the  Record  Office  at  the  Tower,  published  by  Record 
Commission,  no  notice  of  which  was  given  .to  the  officers  at  the  Tower,  Hardy  3564-3569 

Good  preservation  of  Records  at  the  Tower,  Gage  5006,5038;  Grimaldi  6555 

A person  engaged  in  general  historical  inquiries  would  obtain  a vast  mass  of  information 

from  the  Records  in  the  Tower,  Baines  5441 Great  assistance  given  in  searching  at 

the  Tower,  Grimaldi  6529. 

2.  Fees. 

No  charge  made  for  search  for  historical  and  literary  purposes,  Cooper,  p.  215 

Amount  of  fees,  as  recommended  by  the  Commissioners  on  duties  of  Court  of  Chancery, 

Cooper,  p.  215 Amount  of  fees  at  Tower,  Hewlett  661 On  searching  the  Tower, 

witness  informed  that  if  for  literary  purposes  his  fees  should  be  returned,  Hodgson  3376 

Evidence  concerning  fees  at  the  Tower,  Cooper  1124 Nature  and  extent  thereof ; 

must  be  sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Cooper  1128 Liberality  at  the  Tower 

must  bring  down  the  good  opinion  of  all  who  speak  of  them,  Grimaldi  6589. 

3.  Indexes. 

Extent  to  which  the  Record  Commissioners  interfere  in  calendaring  and  inckxing  at 
the  Tower,  Cooper  1072 Records  and  portions  of  Records  which  have  indexes,  com- 
plete or  otherwise,  Cooper  1081 Extent  to  which  calendars  would  be  useful  to  docu- 
ments at  the  Tower,  Stevenson  3816 Work  of  calendaring  goes  on  at  the  Tower  by 

the  members  of  the  office,  Roberts  7014-7019 Calendars  not  so  good  as  they  might 

be,  Petrie  3505 ; Hardy  3614 Probable  expense  of  calendaring  and  indexing  Records 

at  the  Tower,  100,000/.,  Cooper  1072-1074 Evidence  as  to  expense  of  calendars  to 

Records  in  the  Tower,  which  might  cost  366,800  l. ; difference  between  calendars  and 

indexes,  Cooper  1755-1765- Witness  has  heard  of  Mr.  Cooper’s  estimate  for  forming 

calendars  to  Records  at  the, Tower ; witness’s  estimate  makes  the  whole  amount  to  25,367  h, 
Hardy  3619. 

Further  evidence  as  to  cost  of  calendaring  Records  at  the  Tower,  Hardy  3703 

Witness’s  explanation  of  the  calculation  as  to  making  indexes  to  the  Records 

at  the  Tower,  which  was  handed  in  by  Mr.  Cooper;  inaccuracy  of  that  statement;  cor- 
rectness of  Mr.  Hardy’s  accounts,  Stevenson  3804- Unfairness  of  witness’s  opinion 

-being  quoted,  his  information  having  been  a private  communication,  Stevenson  3808 

Mr.  Hardy’s' cal  dilations  perfectly  correct,  and  witness’s  erroneous,  Stevenson  3811-3813 
Evidence  concerning  witness’s  interview  with  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  subject  of  esti- 
mate for  indexes  for  Records  at  the  Tower,  Hunter  8164-8175;  Stevenson  8177-8182 

Reasons  why  witness  made  no  calculation  of  expense  of  making  an  index  to  the 

Chancery  Records,  Hardy  8183. 

4.  Transcripts. 

No  difficulty  in  making  transcripts  at  the  Tower,  Cooper  1130 Transcripts  of  foreign 

letters,  Cooper  1131- Early  Chancery  petitions  for  perpetuation.  Cooper  1132 

Evidence  as  to  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hardy,  as  to  privately  copying,  Cooper  113-4, 

1854 Owing  to  impediment  of  order  of  the  Board  being  required  by  keeper,  Cooper 

1136,  1137 Transcripts,  facility  of  making,  Petrie  3499. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

i.  Progress  in  Arrangement. 

Progress  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  different  Records  deposited  in  the  Tower, 
App.  p.  866. 

ii.  Reports. 

Report  of  Messrs.  Hallam  & Petit  on  the  work  carrying  on  at  the  Record  Office  in  the 

'Tower,  under  the  authority  of  the  Board,  dated  19  February  1835,  App.  p.  873 

Annual  report  respecting  the  works  at  the  Tower,  from  March  1834  t0  March  1835,  App. 

p.  877 Copies  of  reports  of  works  performed  by  Mr.  Stevenson  and  his  clerks  at  the 

Record  Office,  Tower,  from  September  1834  to  December  1835,  App.p.  878-883. 

iii.  Chancery  Records  at  the  Tower. 

Correspondence  between  the  secretary  to  the  Commission  and.  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
.relative  to  the  removal  of  the  magazine  under  the  room  in  which  they  are  deposited,  led 
0.33.  n 3 t0 
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Tower-5.  Papers  laid  before  Committee- iii.  Chancery  Records  at  the  Tower— continued. 

tn  foTTonrahle  result  Aw.  v.  B62 Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  and  time  necessary 

t “I™?  perfect^  LiZtory  calendar  of  the  Llls  of  Chancery  in  the  Tower, 
with  specimens,  App.p.  904-909. 

iv.  Miscellaneous  Documents. 

Table  of  the  miscellaneous  documents  in  the  Tower,  App.  p.  879,  880. 

v.  Letter  from  Mr.  Petrie. 

Letter  from  Mr  Petrie  to  Charles  Buller,  Esq.,  dated  6 March  1836,  relative  to  the 
transcription  and  publication  of  the  Records  at  the  Tower,  App  p.  877. 

See  also  Cesar's  Tower.  Foreign  Correspondence.  Miscellaneous  Correspondence,  3. 

Wakefield  Tower.  White  Tower. 

Tracing  Paper.  That  used  in  preparing  the  Records  is  all  procured  from  France,  App. 

Transcribers  Clerks  in  witness’s  employ ; difficulty  of  teaching  persons  to  transcribe  with 

ocooracy  ; waste  of  witness’s  time,  Stevenson  3845-3851 Discharge  of  transcribers  in 

Sir  F Palo-rave’s  employ,  Stevenson  3852-3855 Witness  has  educated  young  men 

whom  he  has  taken  from  Christ’s  Hospital,  Palgrave  4365- 

See  also  Clerks  and  Transcribers.  Officers.  Receipt  and  Expenditure. 

Transcribers,  School  of.  Superintended  by  Mr.  Black,  Cooper  2947,  31 45-—  Carried  on  at 

the  British  Museum,  Cooper  3144 Small  progress  made  by  pupils.  Cooper  31 45—- 

Emoloyed  in  transcribing  tlie  Collectanea  of  Rymer,  Cooper  3145. .8108 Statement 

respecting  school  of  young  transcribers.  Cooper  8r  08 No  school  of  young  transcribers  ; 

may  be  a semblance  of  such  a system,  but  no  reality  j the  expression  can  only  tend  to 

mislead  Parliament,  Protheroe  2090 Absurdity  o a school  for  young  transcribers. 

Hardy  3680 A few  boys  employed  at  the  British  Museum  copying  for  Mr  Black,. 

llardu  3681 Could  require  no  books  to  be  purchased  for  them,  Hardy  3S82— - 

Witness  has  heard  of  young  gentlemen  employed  by  Mr.  Black  at  the  Museum;  if  by 
that  is  meant  a school  of  young  transcribers,  Stevenson  3807— Gentlemen  employed, 
accord i no-  to  statement  of  one. employed  by  witness,  in  copying  documents  about  1 oo 

' years  olcf,  Stevenson  3830 Transcripts  on  which  employed  of  no  earthly  value,  Steven- 
son <38^1- At  a loss  to  know  of  what  use  books  could  be  as  purchased  for  the  use  of 

school  S«»»  3838 Witness  knows  of  no  school  of  young  transcribers,  Palgrave 

aoQc A mere  fiction  to  state  that  there  is  a school  of  young  transcriber  ; a deception 

upon  the  Committee;  nature  of  the  instruction  at  the  British  Museum,  Cole  4780,  4781 
To  say  that  books  have  been  purchased  to  any  extent  for  this  school  is  not  coinci- 
dent with  the  fact.  Cole  4781 Mr.  Cooper’s  statement  concerning  the  school  of 

transcribers,  vlpp.  p.  743>  744- 

See  also  Palccographical  Books. 

Transcribing.  See  Pipe  Office,  1.  Scrope  and  Grosvenor  Roll. 


Transcripts  : 

X.  Generally. 

2.  Rates  of  Payment. 

1.  Generally.  . . , , 

Opinions  of  witnesses  relative  thereto,  Rep.  xxix IN  ot  usual  to  obtain  the  order 

of  the  Board  for  transcripts;  such  a rule  would  be  prejudicial,  Cooper  1853—— 
Notice  taken  in  the  Agenda  of  orders  of  the  Board  for  transcripts;  expense  incurred 

bv  former  and  present  Commission,  Cooper  1854-1862,  1864 Three  thousand 

documents  have  been  transcribed  from  foreign  libraries  for  the  Fcedera  of  Rymer, 

Cooper  2176 Nature  of  transcripts  contained  in  various  portfolios,  Cooper  2188 

-Evidence  showing  that  transcribing  Records  would  not  alone  be  sufficient; 

necessity  of  printing,  Cooper  2837 Mr.  Hunter’s  opinion  on  this  subject.  Cooper 

2837,  2840 To  what  extent  transcripts  could  be  used  if  made  instead  of  print- 
ing Records,  Stapleton  5166 Expense  of  transcripts,  inconsequence  of  the  docu- 

ments wanted  by  witness  never  having  been  printed,  Johnston  5935  For  per- 
petuation : none  at  Rolls,  Cooper  376 None  at  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office  in 

a state  to  require  transcription,  Cooper  407 In  Augmentation  Office  none  transcribed 

for  preservation;  no  such  step  necessary,  Cooper  501 — —A  useless  expens  e t nanrcnbe 
any  Records  of  the  King’s  Bench,  Cooper  1801 Evidence  as  to  Tower,  Cooper  1130— 

U37- 

2.  Rates  of  Payment.  . 

Evidence  as  to  pay  for ; duplicate  transcripts  to  a certain  extent,  Cooper  2586—  — 
Suspension  of  work  in  Pipe  Office,  owing  to  demand  of  6d.  instead  of  2d.  per  folio, 

Cooper  169,  1153 Payment  to  Mr.  Baker,  6d.  per  folio,  Cooper  1856 Payment  to 

Mr.  Foxton  may  have  been  is.  per  folio,  1155 Evidence  as  to  re-transcription  of 

documents  for  Privy  Council  Books,  Cooper  1859 Evidence  as  to  transcriptions  by 

Mr.  Devon  for  Rotuli  Selecti,  Cooper  1863 Payments  to  Mr.  Baker  for  transcripts  to 

Privy  Council  Book,  Cooper  2591 Evidence  as  to  payments  to  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr. 

Devon,  Cooper  1856. 

See  also  Denmark.  Prussia.  Rymer,  Mr.  Tower,  4. 

Transfer 
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Transfer  of  Records.  The  present  Commission  has  not  had  the  powers  of  the  old  Com- 
mission extended  to  them  as  regards  transferring  Records  from  one  office  to  another 
Rep.  xxiii. 

Treasurer's  Accounts.  See  Ministers’  Accounts. 

Treasury.  Evidence  as  to  correspondence  between  Mr.  Spearman  and  Record  Commission 

on  the  subject  of  keeping  accounts  never  submitted  to  the  Board,  Protheroe  1531 

Letter  from  Mr.  Spearman  as  to  the  mode  in  future  recommended  to  be  observed  in  auditing 

the  accounts  of  the  Commission,  Cooper  2334 Letter  to  Mr.  Spearman  from  witness 

stating  details  as  to  the  Records  at  the  Chapter  House,  Pa/grave  4344. 

See  also  Accounts.  Baring,  Mr.  Correspondence. 

Treasury  ancient  Calendars  and  Inventories.  Nature  of  the  work  ; carried  on  by  Sir  F.  Pal- 

grave,  under  the  direction  of  a Committee,  Cooper  2740-2745 Witness  has  printed 

three  volumes  of  the  ancient  Calendars  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Exchequer ; indexes  in 

press  ; prefaces  in  preparation,  Palgrave  4329 Printed  at  the  special  recommendation 

of  the  Commissioners,  Palgrave  4334. 

Trevanion,  Mr.  Examination  as  to  search  for  documents  at  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  Office 
in  the  name  of  this  gentleman  without  his  knowledge,  Coode  4035-4050  ; Cole  4742. 

Trickey,  Mr.  Nature  of  his  employment  in  sorting  and  cleaning- Records,  Cooper  81. 

Trundle,  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Chief  clerk  of  the  Irish  Office,  8218 

There  are  many  occasions  in  which  the  Liber  Hiberniaa  is  of  use  for  reference,  8219 

It  would  be  a great  object  to  complete  it,  particularly  as  regards  an  index  to  it,  8222. 

Turner,  Sharon.  Value  of  his  works  in  exciting  the  public  curiosity  respecting  the  authen- 
tic sources  of  history,  Tytler 4270. 

Turton,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Connected  with  the  Office  of  the  Six  Clerks 

in  Chancery,  6634,  6635 Acquainted  with  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper  and 

Clerk  of  Enrolments,  6636 Records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  the  most  important  to 

matters  which  are  the  subjects  of  litigation  of  any  in  the  United  Kingdom,  6637 

Arrangement  of  Records  in  a very  good  state,  6638 No  difficulty  in  finding  any 

paper,  6639 Good  indexes  to  each  depository,  6640 Fees  charged  for  searches 

very  moderate,  6641 Repositories  good,  dry  and  airy,  6642 Witness,  during  the 

time  he  was  secretary  to  Sir  T.  Plumer,  never  heard  any  complaint  of  amount  of  fees 

condition  of  Records,  or  want  of  access  to  Records  at  the  Rolls,  6653 Improvement 

of  the  state  of  the  Records  in  1818,  owing  to  Sir  T.  Plumer’s  representations,  6655 

Direction  of  Sir  T Plumer  that  proper  indexes  should  be  made,  6656. 

(Second  Examination.) — Good  state  of  Records  at  Chancery  Office;  rapidity  with 

which  any  document  can  be  produced,  6682 Indexes  are  kept  at  Six  Clerks’  Office 

and  copies  sent  to  the  Tower,  6683. 

Tywarnhale,  Manor  of.  Documents  relating  to  this  manor  in  Cornwall  found  among  the 
Records  at  the  Pipe  Office,  Cole  4773. 

Tytler.  P . F.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Published  many  works  of  biography  and  history? 

4246 Imperfect  state  of  printed  histories,  and  of  printed  collections  of  materials,  4247, 

4248 Steps  which  should  be  taken  by  Government  to  render  manuscript  historical 

papers  available,  4251-4255, 4257 Difficult  task  for  the  Commission  to  exercise  its  judg- 
ment upon  the  publication  qf  original  materials  in  its  possession,  4256 Great  use  of 

such  works  as  Mr.  Stevenson’s,  being  Appendix  (E.),  4258 Important  correspondence 

which  was  discovered  and  made  available  to  witness  for  this  work,  4259 Number  of 

clubs  instituted  for  the  purposeof  publishing  historical  documents,  4262 Works  published 

by  the  Maitland  Club,  4264- — -Value  of  county  histories,  4265 Taste  for  historical 

literature  not  low  in  this  country ; if  the  national  muniments  were  thrown  open,  catalogues 
made  and  fees  abolished,  there  would  be  plenty  of  demand  for  works  of  this  nature,  4267 

Such  a plan  would  have  an  excellent  effect  upon  the  taste  of  the  public,  4269 

Value  of  publications  of  Sir  H.  Ellis,  Dr.  Lingard  and  Sharon  Turner,  4270. 

Cause  of  inaccuracies  in  Hume’s  History  owing  to  want  of  accessibility  to  Records,  4271 

Nature  of  works  better  published  by  rich  noblemen,  gentlemen  or  clubs  4275 

Catalogues  should  be  first  made;  but  after  a certain  progress  Commission  should  print, 

4278,  4279 Nature  of  Records  which  require  publication,  4280 Printing  could 

never  be  carried  to  such  an  extent,  on  account  of  expense,  as  to  enable  an  historical 

inquirer  to  dispense  with  researches  among  original  documents,  4282 Judging  from 

the  works  the  Record  Commission  have  printed,  they  have  been  led  into  error,  owing  to 

the  want  of  proper  calendars  and  catalogues,  4285,  4286 Bad  plan  of  the  new  edition 

to  Rymer’s  Fcedera ; abandoned  on  good  grounds,  4286,  4287- Because  it  was  found 

to  be  imperfectly  executed,  4291 Value  of  a general  repository  for  Records,  if  there 

were  catalogues  raisonnees,  and  rooms  for  study  and  transcription,  4292 Institution 

of  the  State  Paper  Office,  4293 Evils  arising  from  want  of  catalogues,  4293 

Papers  discovered  in  the  State  Paper  Office  of  material  importance  to  M . Thomson’s 
publication,  4293. 

Opinion  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by  Mr.  Petrie  in  prosecuting  his  work  on 
Materials  for  British  History,  from  danger  of  printing  and  afterwards  discovering 
more  manuscripts  in  unsearched  and  uncatalogued  collections,  4297 Civility  ex- 
perienced by  witness  from  every  officer  of  the  State  Paper  Office,  4299 Catalogues 

alone  wanting,  4299 The  want  of  such  documents  no  imputation  of  the  Record  Com- 

0.33.  n 4 mission, 
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Tutler  P.K  (Analysis  ofhis  Evidence)  continued. 

'■  , “ „ State  Paper  Office  not  under  the  cognisance  of  the  Record  Comm, ss, on, 

mission, 4300-  hi  a P confided  by  the  King  to  a distinct  Commission,  4301. 

4300  Arrangement  has  might  be  published,  although  there  may  be 

(SecondExamina  on iM»terialsSfor  History  of  Great  Britain,  4564-4566 

d‘' Ll'Sv wo  Sge X mile  to  U;  both  Patent  and  Ape  Rolls  printed,  4467—; 

Countiy  would  De  oe  p producing  a complete  catalogue,  witness  would  wish 

there  were  only  thafepos^  4568 Printing  should  follow  ; 

to  see  the  funds  devoted  e J.  bg  exerci|ed,  4569 Extent  to  which  prefaces 

but  a great  degree  c isc  ^ esg  4571-4574 Further  evidence  of  the  anxiety  of 

should  assume  th  , ' Maitland  Clubs  to  print  useful  MS.  Records,  4575-4578— r 
the  ^W^ulhed  works  which  abridge  the  labours  of  the  Scottish  historian. 
Already  they  l a e P , rajsonnee  be  formed  at  the  expense  of  Government,  tnere 
JouidlV  notation  to  L publication  of  Records,  supposing  there  were  funds  for  both 

PmS’lixamination.)— Evidence  in  favour  of  witness’s  plan  of  catalogue  raisonnee  8185, 
would  be  useful  to  historians  that  the  Record  Commission  should  extend  us  labours 
t Tiublishine  indexes  to  documents  now  contained  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  8 91. 

‘°  (PFo»A  Elamtna,iou.)-Datc  to  which  State  Papers  mrghtbe  open  o the  public  so  as 
1„ ‘distinguish.  t^gtorW  and 

present  iegula  ions  u published  8229 Under  what  circumstances  printing  might 

Kalal°f  Sed  iuh ‘K—WiSs  option,  are  to  the  system  followed  in  the  State 
which  are  nOtk  the  power  of  the  keeper,  8034. 

u. 

tt  : 1 o/  ppidinn  with  which  presents  of  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commission 
^have  ^leeii"  recHved^-extracT  of  letters  from  M&land,  Virginia,  Alabama,  Rich  6339, 

Universities.'*  The  Commission  has  obtained  accounts  and  catalogues  of  the  MSS  in  the 
several  libraries  at  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  Rep.  xxu. 

wS  8c1T--Re“o'd  Commission,  to  a"  certain^  extent  an  exception,  Sagden 
Sow Details  of  arrangements,  preparations  of  indexes,  calendars,  &c.,  can  be  ex- 

pected from  none  but  persons  with. salaries,  Sugden  8019. 

Unsorted  Records.  See  Bristol.  ...  , „ , 

Ursula,  St.  Examination  as  to  the  legend  of  St.  Ursula  applying  m any  way  to  English 
historical  record.  Protheroe  2039  5 Cooper  2214,  3063. 

Utterson,  Mr.  E.  Y.  Letter  from  him  to  Mr,  Cooper,  dated  9 June  1836,  on  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Record  Board,  App.  p.  870 

V. 

Valor.  See  Ecclesiastical  Survey. 

Van  Returner  Mr.  Van  Raumer’s  Letters  on  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries  not  an 
Vanlia  lima.  .selection  of  striking  and  curious  lads,  collected  from 

historical  si  “,kr  t0  those  written  by  him  would 

r"rnSisV2  supply  the  ?lace  of  the  Record  publications  Lizard  AppA  6,  p.  73  ■ ■ 
^They  would  only  afford  partial  relief  to  the  historian,  Lmgard,  App.  tt  Ifdf  73> 

ihey  might  have  the  efflet  of  directing  the  public  attention  towards  the  valuable 

documents  contained  in  the  Record  Offices,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  18 ,p.  731- 
Valor  Ecclesiasticvs  : 

1.  Errors  in  the  printed  Edition. 

2,  Discovery  0/  Documents  which  should  have  /armed  part  of  the  Work. 

1.  Errors  in  the  printed  Edition.  ...  . 

Errors  in  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticns  ; not  so  well  edited  as  publications  of  the  present 
nrrois  m rne  ! Printed  Valor  in  many  instances  inaccurate,  Own- 

2.  Discovery  of  Documents  which  should  have  formed  part  of  the  Work. 

Value  of  this  document.  Rep.  xxx.  Hardy  3706-3712— Considerabe  portion 
has  been  discovered  in  thePsta SS  drat  any 

Cooper  2610 Document  relating  to,  to  be  found  in 

Chapter  House,  Cote  4762 Discovery  ot  some  portion  of  fte  Vato,  Lcolesms_  , 

1 which  ouulit  to  have  formed  part  ot  the  supplemental  volume,  Co(e  47  0,  47  U ; 

dence  as  to  portions  of  ihe  Valor  Ecclesiasticns  supposed  to  be  found  in  the  Augmei 
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Valor  Ecclesiastic  US — Discovery  of  Documents,  &c. — continued. 

Office,  Gunthorpe  7245 Evidence  showing  that  documents  found  in  the  Aug- 

mentation Office,  and  supposed  to  be  a portion  of  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  are  not 

belonging  to  that  work.  Hunter  3184,  3185 Witness  has  seen  the  portion  of  Valor 

Ecclesiasticus  discovered  by  Mr.  Cole;  value  of  this  document,  Hardy  3706-3712. 

Value  of  works  published  to  Authors.  See  Publication  of  Records,  2. 

Vanderzee,  Mr.  Nature  of  his  employment  in  sorting  and  cleaning  Records,  Cooper  81, 

1208;  Vincent  1725 Evidence  showing  that  the  Records  arranged  by  this  gentleman 

have  been  thrown  into  the  greatest  confusion  from  carelessness  in  removal,  Cole  44*37— 

4443-  ■ 

Vascon  Rolls.  Expense  of  making  calendars  to  these  Rolls  605 L,  Hardy  3619 Time 

and  cost  estimate  of  calendaring  the  Vascon  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  App.  p.  907,  909. 

V mix  Peerage.  Copy  of  Bills  from  the  Rolls  Chapel  delivered  in  to  the  claimants  of  the 
Barony  of  Vaux,  Nicolas  4166. 

Verdict  Rolls: 

1.  Common  Pleas. 

2.  Exchequer,  Law  Side. 

3.  King’s  Bench. 

1.  Common  Pleas. 

Are  in  a very  good  state,  Hewlett  579 Part  of  these  Rolls'  kept  at  Chapter  House 

part  at  Carlton  Ride,  Hewlett  583. 

2.  Exchequer,  Law  Side. 

The  bundles  are  in  great  confusion  ; those  of  Elizabeth  are  mixed  with  those  of  Henrv 
the  Fourth,  Rep.  xix. ; Hewlett  625  627. 

3.  King’s  Bench. 

Are  kept  at  the  house  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Hewlett  570. 

See  also  Judgment  Rolls. 

Vincent,  Henry  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Holds  the  office  of  King’s  Remem- 
brancer, 1670 Offices  which  fell  into  witness’s  keeping  on  the  Act  regulating  the 

Exchequer,  1673 Correspondence  and  evidence  concerning  the  Augmentation  (Office, 

which  was  transferred  to  witness’s  management;  disputes  with  secretary  of  Record  Com- 
mission, 1677-1696 Arrangements  as  to  transcribing  and  remunerating  at  the  Pipe 

Office  attempted  between  witness  and  secretary  to  Record  Commission,  but  failed,  1697, 
1 701^ State  of  the  Records  in  the  Pipe  Office  very  good,  1702 Records  in  Lord  Trea- 

surer’s Remembrancer’s  Office  are  in  a state  of  perfect  arrangement  and  security,  1704- 

1 7°. 5 Not  witness’s  duty  as  keeper  to  undertake  the  work  of  arranging  Records, 

1707,  1708 Witness  never  threw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Commission  arrang- 

ing Records;  always  considered  it  the  business  of  the  Commissioners,  1710,  1711. 

Good  state  of  a large  portion  of  the  Records  of  the  King’s  Remembrancer’s  Office,  1 715 
— The  miscellaneous  Records  in  a bad  stale,  1717 Their  arrangement  by  the  Com- 
mission valuable  to  the  public,  1718 Exertions  of  witness  to  prevent  removal  of 

Records  to  improper  places  for  copying,  the  general  success  of  his  endeavour,  1720- 

Number  of  persons  who  have  legal  access  to  Records,  1721 Evidence  concerning  the 

supposed  sale  of  Records  belonging  to  the  Exchequer,  1722-1724 - Clerks  employed 

'in  arranging  Records  in  King’s  Bench  Office,  1725 Evidence  as  to  removal  of  Records 

to  Boswell-court,  1730 As  to  intercourse  with  Commission,  1733 Difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  Board  and  secretary,  1739 Circumstances  under  which  witness 

submitted  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Cooper  relative  to  Augmentation  Office  to  Mr. 

Protheroe,  1741 Examination  relative  to  the  sale  of  Records  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Craven 

Ord’s  effects,  1751. 

Vincent,  Mr.  Care  taken  by  him  to  prevent  damage  by  the  removal  of  Records  to  Charing- 
Cross,  Rep.  xii. 

See  also  Augmentation  Office.  Correspondence.  King’s  Remembrancer.  Miscellaneous 

Records.  ' 

W. 

Wages.  Sum  paid  for  wages  of  workmen  employed  at  different  places  in  sorting,  cleaning 
and  repairing  the  Records,  App.  p.  771. 

Wakefield  Tower.  A deposit  for  Records,  Cooper  1060. 

Wales.  Sir  H.  Ellis  engaged  on  a work  relative  to  a territorial  survey  of  lands  of  the  time 
of  Edward  III.,  Cooper  1892. 

Wardrobe  Accounts.  Are  to  be  found  in  the  Tower,  Chapter  House,  Exchequer  and  British 
Museum,  Cole  4762. 

See  also  Antiquarian  Society. 

0.33.  0 Wards 
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Wards  and  Liveries.  See  Chapter  House. 


Wars  of  the  Succession.  A collection  of  letters  and  papers  of  the  Foreign  Ambassador 
relating  to  the  disputed  succession  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  during  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIV.,  being  published  by  the  present  Record  Commission,  Wright  8259.. 

Waste  Paper.  Quantity  of  the  Record  Commissioners’  publications  sold  as  waste  paper. 

Rep.  xxxvi. ; Hardy  3684 Sale  at  a shop  atWalbrook,  Hardy  3685— Sent  from 

Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Cradock’s  to  be  sold  as  waste  paper,  Hardy  3692 Saleof  16  tons 

of  Record  publications  as  waste  paper,  Phillips  7541— 7549- 
Webster,  Mr.  Bis  employment  to  digest  returns ; his  discharge.  Cooper  1096,  1112— — 
Payments  made  at  different  times  for  arranging,  classing,  &c  the  various  returns  mgde 
• from  Record  offices,  libraries  and  other  public  repositories  in  England  and  Wales,  to  the 
questions  circulated  by  the  Board  in  1832,  App.  p.  770. 

See  also  General  Report. 

Wellington  Duke  of.  His  answer  to  an  application  of  Sir  H.  Nicolas  concerning  the  state 
of  the  Records,  Nicolas  3883 Complaints  against  buildings  111  the  Tower;  correspon- 

dence with  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Byham,  Cooper  lOljl. 

See  also  Tower. 


Welsh  Auditor's  Office.  Is  incorporated  with  the  office  of  Land  Revenue;  state  of  the 
Records,  Rep.  xix. 

Welsh  Case.  Welsh  case  in  which  the  absence  of  an  index  locorum  was  of  the  highest 
detriment  to  the  cause,  Hewlett  691. 

Welsh  Lazos.  Work  confided  to  Mr.  A.  Owen;  arrangement  as  to  remuneration;  work 

proceeding  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Cooper  2167— Extent  to  which  such  publication 

could  be  considered  useful,  Vice-Chancellor  6660-6662 Committee  appointed  on  pub- 
lication of  Welsh  Laws,  Cooper  7723 Publication  of,  commenced  as  part  of  the 

materials  for  the  History  of  Britain,  Cooper  791a Publication  of,  more  a matter  of 

antiquarian  research  than  of  practical  utility,  Littledale  8302. 


Welsh  Records.  Records  of  Welsh  Land  Revenue  Office ; their  state  and  present  deposit. 
Cooper  1816-1821. 

Welsh  Rolls.  Have  only  a very  defective  calendar,  Cooper  1081 A larger  number  of 

Welsh  Records  than  the  Welsh  Auditors  possess  are  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  Cole 
4761- 

Westminster  Hall.  Records  there  are  deposited  in  dark  and  humid  cellars,  Rep.  yii*.— - 
Evils  resulting  from  the  removal  of-  Records  into  the  temporary  building  therein.  Rep. 

xii. Damage  sustained  by  Records  in  their  removal  to,  and  during  their  deposit  in 

Westminster  Hall,  Cole  4456-4462—  -Superintendence  under  which  they  were  moved 
in  1831  by  Mr.  Adlington,  when  as  much  care  was  taken  as  could  be  in  sending  them 

to  the  King’s  Mews,  Cole  4456-4469 Injury  sustained  in  removing  Records  into 

sheds  in  Westminster  Hall,  Cole  4437. 

See  also  First-Fruits  Office.  Glue-makers.  Records,  4.  Seats.  Stone  Tower. 


Wetherell,  Sir  C.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)  - Witness’s  approval  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  1800,  as  to  measures  to  be  proceeded  in  by  the  Record  Com- 
mission, 5984 New  publication  of  the  .Year  Books  would  be  eminently  .useful,  5985, 

6986_ — Mew  editions  of  Glanville,  Britton,  Bracton  and  Fleta  would  be  valuable,  5988, 

5089 Familiar' knowledge  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  necessary  for  writing  a history  of 

the  laws  of  England,  5990 .Publication  of  state  papers,  or  documents  of  that  sort, 

important, with  reference  to  the  history  of  the  Constitution,  5992 —Works  published 

by  the  Record  Commission,  particularly  the  various  Valuations  and  'taxations  of  eccle- 
siastical property,  are  absolutely  essential ; not  a tithe  case  where  it  is  not  necessary  to 

have  recourse  to  them,  5994,5995 Private  Acts  of  Parliament  of  an  early  period 

would  be  a valuable  publication,  if  confined  to  certain  select  subjects,  5996-6000— 
Considerable  expense  and  hazard  in  making  a search  for  documents,  6001  Compila- 
tion of  calendars  and  indexes  to  the  Records  of  the  several  depositories  would  be  very 
useful  publications,  6002. 

Instance  of  the  deed  identifying  the  property  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  being 
found  somewhere  in  the  Exchequer,  among  documents  with  which  it  had  no  connexion, 

6004 No  public  depository  in  which  greater  facilities  are  afforded  as  to  Records 

than  the  Court  of  Chancery,  6005-6008 -Documents  preserved  in  the  Registrar’s 

Office,  6007 Inconvenience  of  a public  national  Record  Office;  documents  would 

be  taken  from  a better,  and  placed  in  a worse  custody,  6013 Reasons  why  the 

accumulation  of  such  a vast  mass  of  documents  as  that  contemplated  by  a Record  _ 

Office  would  be  dangerous  and  inconvenient,  6018-6020 Witness  doubts  much 

whether  any  bookseller  would  undertake  such  publications  as  those  of  the  Record 

Commission,  6021 But  such  publications  should  be  undertaken  at  the  public 

expense,  6021 The  Year  Books  should  be  published  at  the  public  expense;  probably 

no  bookseller  would  undertake  the  publication  as  matter  of  profit,  6024— — Bench  of 
the  Inner  Temple  have  applied  a sum  of  money  from  their  own  funds,  upon  the  principle 
of  public  utility,  conceiving  that  a bookseller  would  not  run  the  risk  of  publishing 

ineclited  Reports  of  an  early  period,  5985,  6028 Inconvenience  of  Records  of  the 

same 
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Welherell,  Sir  C.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
same  class  having  different  deposits  ; convenient  if  the  entire  collection  of  a class  could 

be  placed  at  one  office,  6030,  .6031 Constitution  of  the  present  Board  perfectly  well 

adapted  to  secure  its  objects,  6033. 

Reasons  why  it  is  decidedly  not  better  to  vest  the  supreme  direction  in  persons 
receiving  salaries,  6034 Witness  does  not  think  it  advantageous  to  unite  the  direc- 
tion and  the  execution  of  Record  publications  in  the  same  persons,  6035 -^-Benefits 

must  result  from  having  persons  of  high  legal  and  political  situations  in  the  Commis- 
sion, 6036 This  country  should  be  behind  no  other  in  its  collection  of  documents 

for  diffusing  such  important  information  as  historical  knowledge,  6038— —Reasons 

why  the  Year  Books  ought  to  be  translated,  6039 Reasons  for  new  editions  of 

Fleta,  Britton,  Bracton  and  Glanville,  6043 A good  edition  of  Anglo-Saxon  laws 

would  be  convenient,  6044 A selection  of  private  Acts  down  to  a certain  period,  6045 

Catalogues  and  indexes  should  be  formed  to  Records  in  such  offices  as  are  without, 

6052 A separate  collection  of  the  repealed  Statutes  should  be  printed,  6055. 

White  Tower.  A deposit  for  Records,  Cooper  1060. 

Whitaker,  Mr.  Evidence  as  to  his  Histories  of  Manchester  and  Craven,  Baines  5454. 

Wills.  Many  wills  which  are  actually  the  property  of  the  public,  as  much  as  those  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  are  in  the  bands  of  private  individuals,  Protheroe  1497 
— —No  power  existing  to  compel  the  surrendering  up  of  such  documents  to  any  proper 

place  of  deposit,  Protheroe  1499 Individuals  are  required  to  produce  original  wills  in 

support  of  a claim  to  real  property  in  some  courts  of  law,  Nicolas  3932 But  as  a 

. general  rule  they  will  receive  attested  copies,  Nicolas  3934 Expense  of  producing 

copies  of  wills  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Bray  peerage  case,  Nicolas  3941 Evi- 

dence concerning  signatures  of  deputy  registrars  from  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter- 
bury, Nicolas  4173. 

Disadvantages  arising  from  there  being  no  printed  calendars  of  the  wills  deposited  in 
the  various  courts  having  the  power  of  granting  probate,  are  felt  by  the  practical  man  and 
literary  inquirer,  App.  p.  866. 

See  also  Ecclesiastical  Courts.  Ecclesiastical  Records. 

Windsor  Forest.  Cause  concerning,  when  Records  were  wanting  for  production  in  Court, 

. but  refused,  Illingworth  887 Many  hundred  pounds  paid  by  the  Crown  for  copies, 

Illingworth  916. 

Winton  Domesday.  Very  valuable  information  respecting  the  inhabitants  and  internal 
policy  of  cities  and  boroughs  to  be  obtained  from  this  work,  Lingard,  App.  Q.  12, 
p.  730. 

Wolsey  Cardinal.  See  Cardinals’  Bundles. 

Woods  and  Forests . Collect  the  quit-rents  payable  to  the  Crown  under  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, Groves  51 11 Incapacity  of  Record  Solicitor  to  Woods  and  Forests ; witness 

was  enabled  by  means  of  Record  Commissioners’  works  to  prove  the  Crown’s  title  to  a 
tract  of  land,  Grimaldi  6506-6509. 

Workmen  and  Labourers.  Fourth  class  of  persons  employed  by  the  Commission,  Cooper  6 2. 

See  Records,  5.  . 

Works  of  Record  Commission,  publication  of.  See  Booksellers.  Publication  of  Records,  6. 

Wright,  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Employed  by  the  French  Government  as 
a correspondent  with  the  Record  Commission  of  France,  690I' Mode  of  remunera- 
tion, 6902-6904' French  Commission  entirely  centres  in  the  Minister  of  Public 

Instruction;  he  appoints  the  Commission,  6905 One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 

francs  per  annum  allowed  to  Commission,  6906 Institute,  1834,  object  to  print  every 

document  hitherto  inedited  relating  to  the  history  of  France,  6911 Works  published 

or  in  preparation,  6912-6914 Expenditure  has  hitherto  been  in  editing  or  preparing 

manuscripts  and  transcripts,  6915' banner  in  which  editors  are  paid  is  for  editing 

and  transcribing,  6918 Allowance  to  Mr.  Michel  while  transcribing  the  Chronicle  of 

Normandy;  now  engaged  in  editing,  6922 System  pursued  of  employing  residents 

where  Records  existed,  6924 Also  of  sending  agents,  whose  expenses  were  paid,  to 

search,  6924. One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  francs  will  produce  greater  results 

in  France,  printing  and  publishing  being  cheaper,  6926,  6927 Printing  done  by  the 

Government  establishment,  6928 Collection  of  Dom  Bouquet  carried  on  at  expense 

of  Institute,  with  Government  assistance,  6930 Employment  of  Mr.  Michel  in 

England,  by  the  French  Record  Commission,  6935,  6936 M.  Guizot  makes  an 

-annual  report  to  the  King  and  the  Chambers  of  the  proceedings  of  the  historical  depart- 
ment, 6937. 

(Second  Examination.) — Objects  of  the  French  Record  Commission,  8253 Plan  first 

to  ascertain  and  arrange  all  the  important  unpublished  malerials  from  unexamined 

libraries,  and  afterwards  to  make  selections  and  print,  8253,  8254 Commission  has 

already  sanctioned  the  publication  of  certain  works  already  publicly  known,  8256 

Proceedings  of  the  States-General  held  at  Tours,  1684,  8257 Also  a Collection  of  the 

Letters  and  Papers  of  the  Foreign  Ambassador,  relating  to  the  Disputed  Succession  of 
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Wright,  Thomas — (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)—  continued. 

the  Crown  of  Spain  daring  Louis  the  Fourteenth’s  Reign,  8259 These  publications 

undertaken  because  individuals  were  in  general  unable  themselves  to  cope  with  the 

expense  of  publishing,  8262 The  Commission  have  it  in  contemplation  to  continue 

printing,  8267,  8268 Other  works  published,  8272-8274 These  Commissions 

originated  entirely  with  M.  Guizot,  8278 While  he  was  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 

tion, 8280. 

Writs  to  Parliament.  Bad  manner  in  which  the  writs  were  kept,  Illingworth  893 

Extent  of  repair,  Cooper  1027. 


Year  Books  Recommendation  of  Select  Committee  1800,  recommended  the  series  of  Year 

Books  from  Edward  I.  to  Henry  VIII,  Cooper  2180 New  publication  of  the  Year 

Books  would  be  eminently  useful,  Wetherell  5985.  5986 Should  be  printed  at  the 

public  expense,  probably  no  bookseller  would  undertake  the  work  as  matter  of  profit, 

Wetherell  6024 A wild  speculation  in  any  bookseller  to  attempt  a publication  of  such 

works  as  the  Year  Books,  Sweet  6060 Attempts  of  witness  to  issue  a new  publication 

of  Year  Books  and  old  Reports,  relinquished  on  being  convinced  of  the  badness  of  the 

speculation  Sweet  6064 Witness  does  not  think  any  bookseller  would  undertake  the 

publication  of  the  work  mentioned  by  Sir  C.  Wetherell,  even  if  made  a present  of  the 
manuscript.,  Sweet  6067.  . 

Incorrectness  of  the  present  printed  Year  Books;  but  at  present  more  important  works  tor 

the  Record  Commission  to  attend  to,  Grimaldi  6519-6521 Reprinting  the  Y ear  Books 

would  diffuse  a more  general  knowledge  of  English  law,  than  people  possess  at  present  Vice- 

Chancellor  6658 Of  the  greatest  service  in  facilitating  the  study  of  the  law,  that  an 

authentic  edition  of  the  Year  Books  should  be  published  ; evidence  as  to  value,  use  to 

lawyers,  &c.,  Stephen  6769, 6777,  6782, 681 1, 6820-6834 Mode  of  publication  of  former 

editions,  Stephen  6838-6841 Deserve  to  be  published,  Spankie  7441 Very  much  to 

be  desired  that  there  should  be  a good  edition  of  the  Year  Books,  Alderson  7657 Very 

few  practising  lawyers  pay  attention  to  the  Year  Books,  Alderson  7657  Reasons  why 
publication  of  the  Year  Books  unnecessary,  the  benefits  would  be  in  no  proportion  whatever 

to  the  loss,  by  the  expense,  Sugden  8009 No  good  results  from  publishing  the  Year 

Books,  Littledale  8296. 
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